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LIFE OF SIX WILLIAM ROWAN HAMILTON 

Life of Sir William Roiuan Hamilton, Andrews Professor 
of Astronomy in the University of Dublin , and Royal 
Astronomer of Ireland; including Selections from his 
Poems, Correspondence , and Miscellaneous Writings. 
By Robert Perceval Graves, M.A., Sub-Dean of the 
Chapel Royal, Dublin. Vol. I. pp. 692, (Dublin 
University Press Series, 1882.) 

E are glad to welcome the appearance of the first 
volume of this work, which has long been eagerly 
watched for by those interested in the career of the won¬ 
derful genius whose life is here narrated. To many 
readers this volume will afford material for no little 
surprise. Sir William Rowan Hamilton is known to fame 
as a mathematician. He is known by his memoirs on 
systems of rays; by his discovery of the great dynamical 
generalisation which is implied in his theory of the cha¬ 
racteristic function ; by his exquisitely beautiful prediction 
of the phenomena of conical refraction ; and above all by 
his theory of quaternions—an imposing mass of profound 
thought which must be ranked with the very greatest 
mathematical achievements of any age or nation. Yet 
here we have a very portly volume of almost seven 
hundred pages, of which only an extremely small fraction 
is devoted to Hamilton’s mathematical work. The pro¬ 
gress of his papers on rays is here and there referred to, 
and there is an interesting historical chapter on conical 
refraction, but we may turn in vain to the index for a 
reference to quaternions, and we have only noticed the 
word occurring once or twice in the entire volume. But 
the surprise will disappear when the reader begins to 
make acquaintance with the volume. He will then see 
that Hamilton's mathematical labours were only one of 
the forms in which his most extraordinary genius was 
manifested. He will see that the early years of Hamilton’s 
life afforded such copious materials to a biographer that 
the present volume only extends to the time when 
Hamilton had attained the age of twenty-seven, and that 
the crowning achievement of quaternions by which 
Vol, xxviil— No, 705 


Hamilton is best known was the fruit of his riper years, 
and belongs to his subsequent career. 

At the Cambridge meeting of the British Association 
in 1833, Prof. Sedgwick spoke of Hamilton—then twenty- 
eight years old—as “a man who possessed within himself 
powers and talents perhaps never before combined within 
one philosophical character.” The volume before us 
bears testimony which would go a long way towards justi¬ 
fying this eulogium. We think that Sir W. Hamilton 
has been fortvinate in having a biographer so careful in 
his facts and so skilful in the manipulation of his copious 
materials as Mr. Graves has proved himself to be. 
Hamilton had the habit of putting on record very minute 
circumstances. He preserved copies of a large propor¬ 
tion of the letters and notes written by him, whether 
important or not; he often recorded the hour at which 
they were despatched, and the person to whom they were 
intrusted for the post. The enormous mass thus accu¬ 
mulated during a long and very studious life were left at 
Hamilton’s death in a state of utter confusion, and it has 
been the laborious duty of his biographer to extract from 
the mass those materials which were suitable for his 
purpose. The very extensive correspondence of Hamilton 
is also a source from which his biographer has obtained 
much aid. Of his own qualifications for the task the 
biographer thus modestly expresses himself in the 
preface 

“ The public has some right to inquire why one who 
has to confess himself to be no mathematician should 
have undertaken the present work. To such an inquiry 
I may reply as follows: that although unconnected with 
Sir W. R, Hamilton by any tie of kindred, I became his 
friend in the youth of both of us, and that our friendship 
continued unbroken til! the day of his death ; that when 
he was applied to by the Editor of the Dublin University 
Magazine in 1841 to name a friend who should be re¬ 
quested to supply to that magazine a biographical sketch 
for insertion m its portrait gallery of distinguished Irish¬ 
men, he did me the honour of designating me, and 
furnished me with the necessary facts; that he afterwards 
sought my consent to his nomination of me as his literary 
executor,—a nomination however which, he told me 
afterwards, he thought right to withhold when he found 
that the remainder of my life would probably be spent in 
England, and that I should therefore be unable to fulfil 
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the duties of the trust without undue inconvenience. 
Lastly, that after his death I was asked by his sons to 
undertake the task, and was at the same time informed 
by several of the most influential of his friends that this 
selection met their approval/and that they were willing 
to trust to my judgment the correspondence over which 
they had control.’ 1 

William Rowan Hamilton was born in Dominick Street, 
Dublin, on August 3*4, 1805. His father, Archibald 
Hamilton, was a solicitor. When the boy was little more 
than a year old, it would seem that he gave su:h indica¬ 
tions of unusual talent that his parents decided to commit 
the education of the child to his uncle, the Rev. James 
Hamilton of Trim, a man of very remarkable talents, 
who, with his sister, Jane Sydney Hamilton, reared and 
educated the child. What that childhood was can be 
best described in the words of the biographer, who says, 
on pp. 46-47 :— 

“ It will then be noted that, continuing a vigorous child 
in spirits and playfulness, he was at three years of age a 
superior reader of English and considerably advanced in 
arithmetic; at four a good geographer ; at five able to 
read and translate Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, and loving 
to recite Dryden, Collins, Milton, and Homer; at eight 
he has added Italian and French, and gives vent to his 
feelings in extemporised Latin ; and before he is ten he 
is a student of Arabic and Sanscrit, And all this know¬ 
ledge seems to have been acquired not indeed without 
diligence, but with perfect ease, and applied, as occasion 
arose, with practical judgment and tact; and we catch 
sight of him when only nine swimming with his uncle in 
the waters of the Boyne. In this accomplishment he 
afterwards became a proficient.” 

Again, on p. 51 we have a description of a little 
manuscript book of 30 pages thus entitled f ‘A Syriac 
Grammar. In Syriac Letters and Characters; Compiled 
from that of Buxtorf; Translated into the English 
Language and Syriac Characters by William Hamilton, 
Esq., of Dublin and Trim. Begun July 4th, 1817; 
Finished July nth, 1817.” The conclusion of the book is 
as follows ;—“ Thus have I gone through what is neces¬ 
sary to be known for reading and writing Syriac. . , . 
Soon may be expected an account of their if regular and 
indeclinable words, &c., with a syntax.* 1 The author of 
this production was still under twelve years old. 

A couple of years later (November, 1819) we find 
Hamilton inditing a letter in Persian to the Persian 
ambassador, Mirza Abul Hassan Khan, then on a visit in 
Dublin. Hamilton has left a translation of this produc¬ 
tion, the following extract from which evinces the Oriental 
aroma which pervades the whole:— 

“As the heart of the worshipper is turned towards the 
altar of his sacred vision, and as the sunflower to the rays 
of the sun, so to thy polished radiance turns expanding 
itself the yet unblossomed rosebud of my mind, desiring 
warmer climates whose fragrancy and glorious splendour 
appear to warm and embalm the orbit about thee, the 
Star of the State, of brilliant lustre.” 

Hamilton's letter met with a very favourable reception ; 
the secretary had observed no mistakes, and inquired 
whether he had not copied it from something, and the 
compliments bestowed on the author were all the more 
pointed, because if Captain Kian,” who had also attempted 
to write a letter in Persian, was informed that his presence 
would be dispensed with, as his letter was totally unin¬ 
telligible' 
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K - A large fraction of the present volume is Ailed with the 
poetical effusions, in which on all occasions Hamilton 
was prone to indulge. The first traces of these “showers 
of verse,” as Wordsworth afterwards playfully called 
them, is found in Hamilton’s letters to his sisters. The 
biographer has not, however, deemed it desirable to 
record any poetical effort prior to his sixteenth year, and 
the first piece we find is (p. 95) “ To the Evening Star,” 
of which the first stanza is— 

“ How fondly do I hail thee, Star of Eve, 

In all thy beauty sink! fg to the we 3 t. 

And as if loth our firmament to leave 
Slow and majestic sinking to thy rest.” 

Hamilton lived and thought in an atmosphere of poetry ; 
he wrote poems on all occasions and all sorts of subjects. 
It was perhaps not unnatural that as a disappointed lover 
he should bewail his sorrows in verse, that he should 
write birthday addresses to his sisters, and sonnets on the 
Beauty of the Dargle, but we also find him addressing an 
“ Ode to the Moon under Total Eclipse," and to use his 
own words in writing to Wordsworth, “ I have always 
aimed to infuse into my scientific progress something of 
the spirit of poetry, and felt that such infusion is essential 
to intellectual perfection.” He has, however, indicated 
very clearly where his real ambition lay, for at the age of 
twenty, writing to his friend, Miss Lawrence, he says :— 

I “ But while you concur with my own sober judgment in 
refusing to award me the crown of poetic power you would 
not I arn sure desire to extinguish in me that love of 
‘ sacred song * to which I can w ith truth lay claim. There 
is little danger of its ever usurping an undue influence 
over a mind that has once felt the fascination of science. 
The pleasure of intense thought. is so great, the exercise 
of mind afforded by mathematical research so delightful, 
that having once fully known it, it is scarce possible ever to 
resign it. But it is the very passionateness of my love for 
science which makes me fear its unlimited indulgence. I 
would preserve some other taste, some rival principle ; I 
would cherish the fondness for classical and for elegant 
literature which was early infused into me by the uncle to 
whom I owe my education, not in the vain hope of 
eminence, not in the idle affectation of universal genius, 
but to expand and liberalise my mind, to multiply and 
vary its resources, to guard not against the name but 
against the reality of being a mere mathematician,’ * 

A year later (1822) we find Hamilton entering upon the 
path of original mathematical discovery. The title of 
one of the first of these early papers is “ Examples of an 
Osculating Circle determined without any Consideration 
repugnant to the utmost rigour of Analysis/' With two 
others, one on “ The Osculating Parabola to Curves of 
Double Curvature,” and the other on “The Contacts 
between Algebraic Curves and Surfaces," Hamilton paid 
his first visit to Dr. Brinkley, then the Astronomer Royal 
of Ireland. Dr, Brinkley was impressed by their value 
and by the genius which at the age of seventeen had 
produced work of so much originality. 

The first year of Hamilton’s career in Trinity College, 
Dublin (1824), justified all the expectations entertained by 
his friends. In bis Freshman year he distanced all his com¬ 
petitors alike in classics and in mathematics, while he was 
also awarded a Chancellor's prize for his poem on the 
subject of the Ionian Islands. In the same year we read 
that he commenced another friendship, which remained 
uhbroken to the end of the long life of the brilliantly 
gifted Maria Edgeworth, and which brought to Hamilton 
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many of her delightful notes and letters, and in them 
cordial sympathy and wise counsel* Of Hamilton Maria 
Edgeworth writes: “ Mr. Butler came with young Mr. 
Hamilton, an 1 admirable Crichton' of eighteen, a real 
prodigy of talents, who, Dr. Brinkley says , may be a second 
Newton” 

At the age of twenty-one came the turning-point in 
Hamilton's career—his appointment to be Andrews Pro¬ 
fessor of Astronomy in the University of Dublin, and 
Royal Astronomer of Ireland. The vacancy arose from 
the promotion of Brinkley in 1826 to be the Bishop of 
Qoyne. The following incident of the occasion is 
given by his biographer 

(t Candidates for the post came over from England, 
among them Mr. Airy of Cambridge (already distin- 
guished by his Senior Wranglership and by optical re¬ 
searches), and some who had already gained the rank of 
Fellow in Hamilton’s own college were competitors. It 
appears that before the end of April he met Airy and 
other eminent men at the table of Dr. Lloyd, and we 
remember hearing that, in the scientific discussion to 
which the meeting gave occasion, he took his part with 
striking ability, modesty, and firmness, when it became 
necessary to defend some of his optical results against 
the objections of Mr. Airy." 

Hamilton seems to have felt that it would be presumptuous 
for an inexperienced undergraduate to put himself forward 
as a candidate; he therefore retired to the country to 
carry on quietly his work for the classical medal. It was 
only a week before the appointment had to be made that 
he received at Trim, from his tutor, Mr. Hoyton, an 
intimation that the Board were favourably disposed to¬ 
wards him, and urging him to come up at once to take 
the advice of his friends. That advice concurring with 
the strong opinion of his zealous friend and tutor, he was 
unanimously appointed onjune 16, 1827. 

A few months later Hamilton paid a visit to Keswick, 
and commenced his memorable friendship with Words* 
worth. That the philosopher and the poet were mutually 
interested is manifest from Hamilton’s account written in 
a letter to his sister Eliza :— 

f< He (Wordsworth) walked back with our party as far 
as their lodge, and then, on our bidding Mrs, Harrison 
good night, l offered to walk back with him while my 
party proceeded to the hotel. This offer he accepted, and 
our conversation had become so interesting that when we 
arrived at his home, a distance of about a mile, he pro¬ 
posed to walk back with me on my way to Ambleside, a 
proposal which you may be sure I did not reject, so far 
from it that when he came to turn once more towards his 
home I also turned once more along with him. It was 
very late when I reached the hotel after all this walking," 

Hamilton quickly followed up his introduction to 
Wordsworth by sending him an original poem entitled 
w It haunts me yet," Wordsworth replies 

“ With a safe conscience I can assure you that in my 
judgment your verses are animated with the poetic spirit, as 
they are evidently the product of strong feeling. The sixth 
and seventh stanzas affected me much, even to the dimming 
of my eyes and faltering of my voice while I was reading 
them aloud. Having said this I have said enough. Now 
for the per contra. You will not, I am sure, be hurt when 
1 tell you that the workmanship (what else could be 
®q«eted from so young a writer ?) is not what it ought 

i( Hy household desire to be remembered to you in no 
formal way. Seldom have I parted—never, I was going 


to say—with one whom after 90 short an acquaintance I 
lost sight of with more regret 1 trust we shall meet 
again." 

The biographer adds that Wordsworth has said in his 
hearing that Coleridge and Hamilton were the two most 
wonderful men, taking all their endowments together, 
that he had ever met. 

At the commencement of his career at the Observatory 
Hamilton entered with diligence into the practical work 
of observing, but it would seem that the necessary ex¬ 
posure told injuriously on his health. It does not appear 
that he made any observations of importance. His tastes 
pointed strongly in the direction of mathematical re¬ 
search, and the development of his discoveries occupied 
more and more of his lime, until at length, with the full 
consent of the authorities of the University, Hamilton 
practically relinquished all observatory work and gave his 
splendid mathematical genius full scope. Unquestion¬ 
ably this was the best course for the credit of Hamilton 
himself, best for the credit of his University, and best for 
the interests of science. Hamilton could never have 
made even a moderately successful practical astronomer. 
He tells Dr. Robinson that he disliked observing ; he was 
essentially a man of speculation rather than of action. 
Like his friend De Morgan, Hamilton was not “ a man of 
brass, a micrometer-monger, a telescope-twiddler, a star- 
stringer, a planet-poker, or a nebula-nabber"—he had 
none of the qualifications necessary for a routine of ob¬ 
servatory work. His workshop was his study, where he 
sat immersed in what he calls his “mathematical trances" 
and elaborated his great discoveries. 

The latter half of the volume describes his early life at 
the Observatory. He was fortunate in obtaining as a 
pupil Lord Adare, afterwards Earl of Dunraven, between 
whom and Hamilton a lifelongfriendship of the tenderest 
character arose. Many other friendships arc here copi¬ 
ously illustrated by the letters which have been preserved. 
The letters to and from Sir J. W. Herschel and Sir G. B. 
Airy relate chiefly to the discussion of Hamilton's labours 
on the systems of rays and other matters of purely scien¬ 
tific interest ; but there are stores of other letters. The 
voluminous correspondence between Hamilton and Words¬ 
worth will itself possess a wide interest even in circles 
where Hamilton’s more serious labours are unknown. 
There are letters to and from Coleridge, as well as many 
others relating to purely literary matters. There is an 
extensive correspondence with Dr. Robinson, in which 
the Armagh astronomer gives kindly counsel to his 
younger brother at Dunsink. There is the correspond¬ 
ence with his friend, Aubrey de Vere. There are the 
numerous letters to his lady correspondents, to his sisters, 
to Maria Edgeworth, to Lady Dunraven, to Lady Camp¬ 
bell, and to Miss Lawrence. Then there is the visit of 
Hamilton to London, chiefly for the purpose of visiting 
S. T. Coleridge, to whom he had an introduction from 
Wordsworth; and there are interesting accounts of the 
visits of Wordsworth to the Observatory at Dunsink, where 
a shady walk in the garden still bears the poet's name. 

A chapter towards the close (p. 623) gives a sketch of 
the discovery of conical refraction made in the year 1833, 
while the author was still only twenty-seven. The import¬ 
ance of this discovery was speedily recognised, and the 
biographer writes; <f At the Cambridge meeting of the 
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®ritiah Association, 1835, the attention of the mathe¬ 
matical and physical section was largely given to the 
subject, and Herschel, Airy, and others spoke warmly in 
praise of the discovery. In the introductory discourse 
with which the proceedings of that meeting was opened, 
Prof. Whewell made it a topic, and expressed himself in 
the following words : * In the way of such prophecies few 
things have been more remarkable than the prediction 
that under particular circumstances a ray of light must be 
refracted into a conical pencil, deduced from the theory 
by Prof. Hamilton and afterwards verified experimentally 
by Prof. Lloyd/ Previously, in the same year, Prof. 
Airy had publicly recorded his impression upon the sub- j 
ject as follows: * Perhaps the most remarkable prediction I 
that has ever been made is that lately made by Prof. | 
Hamilton/” . 

The view Hamilton himself took of the discovery of [ 
conical refraction was characteristic. 11 It was,” he 
writes to Coleridge on February 3, 1833, u a subordinate j 
and secondary result when compared with the object I 
had in view to introduce harmony and unity into the con¬ 
templations and reasonings of optics regarded as a branch 
of pure science.” 

At the close of this volume we still leave Hamilton 
quite a young man. The great labour of his life has 
not yet commenced; its nature has not indeed even 
dawned upon him. We shall therefore look forward with 
pleasure to the continuation of the present most interest- | 
ing work. The development of Hamilton’s more mature 
genius, his correspondence with De Morgan, in itself no j 
inconsiderable mass, and above all the gradual evolution j 
of quaternions, will form most attractive materials for his j 
biographer. ! 

It is by the liberality of the Board of Trinity College, j 
Dublin, that the present instalment of the work has been j 
brought out, and we sincerely trust that the same liberality j 
will be extended to enable the biographer to continue to j 
do real justice to his subject. But besides the present j 
work another debt is due to his memory. Hamilton’s 
earlier papers are very inaccessible; many of them are 
scattered about in various periodicals, and his two noble 
treatises on quaternions are out of print. A complete 
edition of Hamilton’s works would be an appropriate 
sequel to this biography, and they would be not unfitting 
companions for the works of Lagrange and of Gauss. 
It is not often that a University has so gifted a son as 
Hamilton. Let us hope that the University which is 
proud to claim him will see fit to raise this further 
monument to his genius. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

( The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
fy kit correspondents . Neither can he undertake to return , 
or to correspond with the writers of, rejected manuscripts. 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

[The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible. The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novel facts,] 

Sheet-Lightning 

Ik Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 576, a statement is made that the 
"opinion so long and generally entertained ” that"sheet-lightning 
and the so-called summer or heat-lightning ere nothing else than 


the reflection of, or the illumination produced by distant elec¬ 
trical discharges, is not supported by observation. This state¬ 
ment surprises me, for I should have said that the opinion once 
commonly entertained that sheet-lightning is a distinct form of 
lightning unaccompanied by sound, is now for the most part 
rejected, the results of observation being distinctly against it- 
The question is an old one ; but as the writer of the above 
statement only refers to the observations made at Oxford during 
the twenty four years ending 1876, I will confine myself in the 
main to an examination of these. 1 must premise that I do not 
assert that lightning never occurs at such an altitude that the 
thunder accompanying it is not audible. In rare instances in 
! Europe lightning is observed in the zenith, follow ed after an inter- 
j val of twenty seconds or more by faint rolling thunder immediately 
overhead. It is therefore antecedently probable that lightning 
may occur at too great an elevation for the thunder to be heard 
at the earth’s surface at all; and this is especially likely to 
happen in some of those thunderstorms within the tropics, the 
altitude of which ri extremely great. 

The distance at which the illumination produced by lightning 
in a dark night can be observed depends upon the altitude and 
the intensity of the discharge, and further upon ibe altitude, 
character, and amount of the clouds. It is possible that the 
diffused articles of ice (at a much greater altitude than the 
cirri), which produce the phenomenon called "rayons du erd* 
puscule,” are capable in some cases of reflecting the illumina¬ 
tion. However this may be, it is certain that the illuminations 
of an ordinary thunderstorm at midnight, when there is no 
moonlight, have an average radius of more than forty milea. 
The distance at which thunder is heard depends on a variety 
of conditions; but we may safely state that in the open 
country in calm weather a r midnight the &ound is rarely 
heard at a greater radius than fifteen miles. At the Rad- 
cliffe Observatory, which is scarcely out of the reach of 
rumbling sounds produced by the traffic of a town, the average 
distance at whicti thunder is distinguished may probably be 
safely reduced to seven miles. Assuming then that at Oxford 
the area of illumination has a radius of forty-two miles, and 
that of thunder one of seven miles (and in this a* sumption we 
are probably not very far from the truth), we conclude that in 
the darkest hours "lightning without thunder” should occur at 
Oxford with a friquency which is expressed by the figures 
35 : I as compared with “thunder with or without lightning. M 
A deduction ought, of course, to be made for the effects of 
moonlight. But when this has l>een made, the figures quoted 
by your reviewer are not only satisfied by the hypothesis for the 
refutation of which he employs them, but further, if his mode of 
reasoning were legitimate, they would lead us to the conclusion 
that in nearly seven cases out of eight the thunder heard at Ox¬ 
ford is not the result of electrical discharge at all! Such thunder 
does not occur elsewhere, and was not in vogue at Oxford "in 
my time.” 

Practically, however, two considerations must not be ourittod : 
(r) some localities enjoy a special immunity from thunderstorms, 
while others are responsible for the production of an exceptionally 
large number; in the former the frequency of illumination will be 
greater in comparison with the frequency of thunder, in the latter 
it will be less : (2) (and this is a consideration of much more im¬ 
portance, though frequently neglected when a conclusion is de¬ 
duced from records of phenomena) the relative frcquMcy of two 
sets of occurrences often differs widely from the relatlverrequency 
of the records of the occurrences. The relative frequency of re¬ 
cords of thunder and of lightning Is to a Urge extent dependent 
on the position of the observer’s residence, his habits, the keen¬ 
ness of bis eyes and ears respectively, and his attentiveness to 
the impressions which those organs respectively experience. 

No one who has on a summer night carefully watched the 
gradual approach of a great thunderstorm, counting the flashes, 
and registering the time-interval and number of clap* froth the 
minute when the first flickers begin above the southern horiaon 
to that at which the storm is in its full roar and rattle overhead; 
no one who in a long night journey by train has mu Into a. 
thunderstorm whose distant coruscations he has noticed two or 
three hours beforehand; no one, at least, who after watering 
sheet-lightning in one particular direction has mode cartful 
inquiries as to the occurrence or otherwise of thunder over the 
district from which the light proceeded, will hesitate in pro¬ 
nouncing the verdict that ordinary sheet or summer lightning is 
simply the illumination produced by a distent thunderstorm. 

W, Clement Iky 
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St. Andrews 

St, Andrews is the one rami university in Scotland. Its 
small coofftituency is of a somewhat peculiar kind, drawn from 
many sources, not by mere “ gravitation/' but by natural choice, 
and probably would not foil >w it if removed to a town. When 
tile T«y Bridge bos been set up again, St. Andrews will be 
within thirty-five minutes of Dundee. The changes which may 
result from this are difficult to forecast. Meanwhile the Univer- 
lily is doing, although a limited, yet a good and useful work, 
and is blessed with many distinguished sons?. If the career of 
each of these men could be traced from the Peebleshire U.P. 
manse, or the Forfarshire village schoolhouse, or the Cupar 
building-yard, to the place in life which they now fill and adorn, 
the history would he in many ways instructive, and it would be 
seen that the ideal of a “ladder" of merit (for lads of merit) 
is to some extent realised north of the Tweed, 

The English universities, with all their wealth and all their 
noble endeavours, have never yet, like those in Scotland, had 
“their root spread out by the waters " of the life of the people. 
The Scottish universities fulfil the Christian precept of asking 
the poor to their feast. But as a consequence of this they have 
few rich friends, and have the more need of being visited with 
“the dew of heaven from above.” 

St. Andrew*, however, has been unfairly dealt with in a 
special way, and it is au unfairness which can be remedied under 
tne present Bill without making any demand upon the public 
funds. Three of her Chairs ana more than half of her bursaries 


were left by the Commissioners of 1858 under the care of private 
patronage, The removat of this blot would inevitably oe fol¬ 
lowed by an accession of healthy life. And the place is 
already by no means deficient in corporate vitality. Its under¬ 
graduates, numbering a few more than those at Exeter College, 
Oxford, and a few less than those at Balliol or Christ Church, 


have their football club, gotf club, gymnastic club, two debating 
societies, murical association, domestic and Shakespearian asso¬ 
ciation, and others, to which has recently been added a volunteer 
artillery corps. At football they have someLow managed to 
hold their own against the larger universities. Suppose that by 
the efforts of the new Commission some Concordat were arranged 
between this old yet vigorous life and the Herculean infant 
across the Tay, that by this means a complete Science Faculty 
could be established in this part of Scotland, and a new develop¬ 
ment given to the already existing St. Andrews Science Degree, 
woula there not be then a promise for the future? 

In spite of rail and telegraph, the feline attachment to places 
is still shared by man. To deracinate is easier than to plant, 
easier to plant than to make what is planted grow. Wise states¬ 
manship will follow nature, and avail itself of elements which 
exist, if only life is found in them. 

To return to the more general aspect of the question : the 
Scottish Universities have a claim to State recognition which 
has hardly been sufficiently considered. They are the spiritual 
progenitors (“ though honest, yet poor,” like Lau ocelot Gobbo's 
rather) of all University life in Great Britain that does not 
directly flow from Oxford and Cambridge (see the New Monthly 
Magazine for the year 1825), and for much of this too. Prof, 
Stuart of Cambridge is a St, Andrews man. Had he been an 
Etonian or Harrovian it is not too much to say that the higher 
education in many English towns would be in a different position 
from that on which they congratulate themselves to-day. X. 


Cape Bees and “Animal Intelligence 1 ' 

I KfcBP a large number of hives, chiefly of Cape bees, and 
find that their habits closely resemble those of European honey¬ 
bees i but in the course of my observations I have met with an 
instance of sagacity on the part of Cape bees, which, although 
It nwy also have been observed with regard to European or 
American bees, has not, so far os 1 am aware, been recorded 
in any treatise upon the subject. Last year my gardener hived 
a swarm of bees, which were not however satin ned with their 
new hive, their scouts having probably already selected some 
hollow tree for their future habitation. They accordingly left, 
bttt were soon again secured. In order, if possible, to prevent 
(Mr deserting ihe new hive, I placed the queen in a queen-cage 
small perforated metal box with circular boles of the diameter 
of an ordinary pin's head), which I fixed to the roof inside the 
A few days afterwards there were several honeycombs in 
me hive, end in most of the celts eggs had been deposited*'Now 
mnrd could be only three ways of accounting for these eggs in 


the cells: there might have been more than one queen in the 
swarm, or there might have been an egg-laying neuter among 
them, or else the eggs must have been those of the imprisoned 
queen. Accordingly I several times examined the swarm and 
the honeycombs (the hive being a frame hive), and satisfied 
myself that there was no other queen in the swarm. The queen 
was kept in the cage until some of the larva had come to 
maturity, the bees of course feeding her through the holes of the 
cage, and I found that the young bees were neuters, and not 
drones as they would have been if the eggs had been laid by a 
neuter. The only explanation, therefore, of the presence of the 
eggs in the cell* was that they had been laid or paused by the 
queen through the holes of the cage, and taken up and deposited 
in the cells of some of the workers. This performance showed 
so much sagacity on the part of the bees, especially the mother 
bee, that I subsequently repeated the experiment with eight 
other swarms, and in two instances there was an exactly similar 
result. Two of the six remaining swarms were so dissatisfied 
with the new hives offered to them that they refttsed to build 
any comb, and ultimately deserted the hive, leaving the caged 
queen behind, although 1 was quite satisfied that neither swarm 
hod a second queen among their number. I may here remark 
that it is much more difficult to retain a swarm of Cape bees 
in an artificial hive selected for them than appears to be tne ease 
in Europe or America, the explanation perhaps being that they 
are not sufficiently domesticated, and prefer being queenless in 
a natural hive selected by themselves to remaining with their 
imprisoned queen in a hive they do not approve of. It is pos¬ 
sible of course that the two swarms which left their queen behind 
may have joined some other occupied hives or may have returned 
to their own former hive ; but I may state that on each occasion 
I had removed the hives from which the swarms had issued to a 
considerable distance from their former position. The four 
remaining swarms upon which I experimented were satisfied 
with their new hives and built combs, but no eggs were found 
deposited in the cells. One of these swarms had an imported 
fertile Italian queen ; the second and third had Cape queens, 
and the fourth had an Italian queen, the progeny of the im¬ 
ported one; the three first began laying in the cells soon after 
being released, but the fourth never laid eggs at all. As to the 
last of these queens, I fear she was rather roughly handled when 
caught, and that this may explain her not laying at all; but I 
may add that I have not yet succeeded in obtaining queens 
proved to be fertile from among the progeny of imported Italian 
queens. There are very few Italian drones in the colony, or at 
all events in the neighbourhood of Cape Town, and if the Cape 
drone does not cross with the Italian queen this would be a 
sufficient explanation of ray failure. While upon this subject I 
may state that we have a yellow bee in South Africa somewhat 
resembling the Italian, but the neuters are a little smaller. They 
more closely resemble the Egyptian bees, judging by the descrip¬ 
tions I have read of the latter; but some of their habits are 
different, for they have only one queen in a hive, and they gather 
and use propolis, which the Egyptians are said not to do. 
But most of our Cape bees rather resemble the English bee, 
although considerably smaller, and the rings of their abdomen 
are of a lighter brown colour, and I confess till a few years ago 
I was not aware that we had any other variety. To my surprise, 
however, about three years ago a swarm of the yelW-vtinged 
bees arrived at my place. At first I took them to be Italians, 
but I bad not yet then imported any myself, nor have I since 
been able to discover that any one else had done so. The 
queen and drones were exactly like the Italian queen and drones, 
but the neuters were a little shorter and more slender. 1 have 
unfortunately not secured any fresh swarms from the one which 
I hived, but the neuters that are now in the hive cannot be dis¬ 
tinguished from the ordinary Cape worker. There are not at 
present any drones in the hive, and, as the hive has no frames, 
ft is difficult (without first driving the swam) to discover whether 
the aueen, now in the hive, has the same appearance as the one 
which originally arrived. Strangely enough 1 continually find 
drones of the yellow variety in hives of the ordinary Cape brow n 
bee. I sometimes, but rarely, see yellow workers visiting my 
flowers and fruit, and on a recent visit to Natal I saw numbers 
of bees visiting a sugar store in Durban, all of which were of 
the yellow variety. I was not sufficiently long in Natal to be 
able to say whether there ore any of the ordinary Cape bees in 
that colony, but in the Transvaal I have seen both varieties in 
the fields. 

Before concluding I wish, with your permission, to make a 
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lew remarks upon a passage in Mr. Romanes' very interesting 
book on "Animal Intelligence," At p. 18S he says: "Bee- 
masters who attend much to their bees, so as to give the iiisects 
a good chance of knowing them, are generally of the opinion 
th»t the insects do know them, as shown by the comparatively 
sparing use of their stings,” If by this he means that the bees 
recQgmse and become accustomed to the scent of persons who 
attend much to them, I quite agree with him, but I do not 
believe that their recognition goes any further, I keep two 
apiaries at a considerable distance from each other, to one of 
which my gardener, a coloured Malay, attends, and to the other 
a Kafir labourer. At first they were generally stung when 
passing too near the entrance of a hive, but now they pass and 
repass with impunity. They work with the bees more frequently 
ihan I do, and yet when either of them assists me in his own 
apiary, he receives more stints than I do. This I ascribe to the 
gardener's using snuff in his mouth very freely, arid to the 
Kafir’s very pronounced odour. To test the recognition of the 
bees 1 once requested the Malay and the Kafir to change clothes 
with each other, and wear thick veils over their heads and faces. 
They did bo, and assisted me first in the apiaries to which they 
were respectively in the habit of attending, with the result that 
they received no stings, but when either began to work with the 
bees in the apiary he usually did not attend to, he was so stung 
about the hands that he had to beat a hasty retreat, whilst I 
remained uninjured, although not veiled. The two men are 
almost of the same size and build, so that if the bees had any 
power of general recognition they would probably (as some of 
the other servants did) have mistaken the one for the other. I 
can, therefore, only account for the conduct of the bees by the 
unpleasant, and Vo them strange, odour. At my request the 
gardener discontinued the use of snuff in his mouth for some 
time, and during that time he was not slung more than I was 
while working with bees, but if the Kafir stands before the 
entrance of an unaccustomed hive he is remorselessly stung. I 
may add that Cape bees Are very much more vicious than 
European ones seem to be, and that, if not skilfully handled, 
they will unmercifully sting their most familiar friends. On one 
occasion a hunch of carrots was left near the gardener's apiary, 
which so enraged ,the bees that they stung him and every one else 
they cauie across, and very nearly stung a cow to death at 
a distance of about a hundred yards from the apiary ; and on 
another occasion a horse, still wet with sweat, trespassed too 
near a hive, with the result that the whole apiary was in an 
upr tar, and some of my children and servants were stung, the 
chief victim being a Malay girl who used to apply quantities of 
scented pomatum to her hair, and who was severely stung on the 
head. Mr. Romanes continues thus; "Again, many instances 
might be quoted, such as that given by Gueringiua, who allowed 
a species of wasp, native to Natal, to build in the doorposts of 
his house, and who observed that, although he often interfered 
with the nest, lie was only once stung, and this by a young wasp ; 
while no Kafir could venture to approach the door, much leas to 
pass through it,” It does not appear whether any white stranger 
was ever stung, and the only inference that can be reasonably 
drawn from the conduct of the wasps is that they disliked the 
odour of Kafirs, which, as is well known, is peculiarly disagree¬ 
able, If a particular Kafir had been in the habit of passing 
through the door, the wasps would probably have become accus¬ 
tomed to his scent in the same way as a swarm of bees, upon the 
testimony of Sir John Lubbock, became accustomed to the scent 
of eau-de-cologne repeatedly dropped at the entrance of their 
hive. J, H. DE VlLLIERS 

Wynberg House, Wynberg, Cape of Good Hope, April 3 


The Metamorphic Origin of Granite 
As I had charge of the granite quarries in Mull during the 
five years ending 1875, and am still closely connected with them, 

I would like to say that the conclusions stated in the Duke of 
Argyll’s letter in your issue of last week (p. 578) are beyond all 
question correct, and are the same as I formed from independent 
observation while 1 lived at the quarries. 

In addition to the facts mentioned in the Duke's letter, I 
would say that the structure shown, by the granite while de¬ 
caying under atmospheric action and the cleavage which it 
hhow* to the quarry all may point to its having been a stratified 
at one tune; and in several places on the shore of the 
Sorind of Iona and in North Bay Quar*y 4 patches of semi-meta* 
t*orphwed schist are found in the granite. One very fine 
specimen i; on the north Ude of Fionphwt Bay. 


The chaise from schist to granite on the north side of the 
peninsula of Ross, which the Duke speaks of as "obscured at 
the head of Loch Laigh,” does, according to ray observation, 
not take place there, but a little further west, in a bay between 
Loch Laigh and the inlet leading to Ardfenaig. The change 
can be traced foot by foot there most perfectly, and any number 
of specimens of it in all stages can be picked up on the beach. 

Tnough, however, the metamorphic origin of the Mull granite 
is, in my opinion, beyond doubt, I think that the metamorphic 
agent has yet to be discovered. The most plausible hypothesis 
is that it was a superincumbent mass of trap, but an inspection 
of the very destructive influence of the trap dykes that we meet 
with in the quarries upon the granite about them makes this 
very unlikely to my mind. For some distance on each side of 
such dykes the granite is quite useless. 

9, Angel Place, Edmonton, April 23 Wm, Muir 


Helix pomatia 

As Helix pomatia appears to be very partial in its distribution 
in this country, it may be worth while to record the fact that I 
have met with it on and near the chalk downs in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Epsom, and on the chalk downs above the village of 
Hambledon, in South Bucks; while Mr. J. E. Hartin£ states 
that it is not uncommon on the chalk hills in the vicinity of 
Rcigate and Dorking, and in parts of Kent. 

Forbes and Hanley, in their "History of British Mollutca,” 
say “ it is entirely confined to the southern counties, living chiefly 
on cretaceous soils”; but we learn from Mr. G*yn Jeffreys 
(Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 510) that it is abundant at Woodford, 
in Northamptonshire; and from Mr. Blomefield (Nature, vol. 
xxvii. p. 553) that it occurs sparingly in Gloucestershire, neither 
of these counties being cretaceous. 

With regard to its p xssihle introduction into this country by 
the Romans, we gather from Venables’ trustworthy work on the 
Isle of Wight that Helix pomatia has not been met with in the 
island, although it was occupied—and probably permanently— 
by that people ; but H. scalaris> which, according to some mala- 
cologists is a monstrous form of this species, has been found 
there. Its absence from the Lie of Wight may be said to be 
somewhat remarkable, seeing that the species extends in the 
south at least as far as the borders of West Sussex, and that the 
other British chalk-frequenting Helicida, H. ea/erata, H> 
ericetorum x and H. virgata, are very abundant in the island. 
Either of two causes may account for its absence from this 
locality :—it may be a geol jgically rcceut importation from its 
original (?) centre in France, and has not yet succeeded in navi¬ 
gating the salt waters of the Solent; or its exceptionally large 
size may have proved its destruction in its expo ed favourite 
haunts. The latter supposition is the more probable one, as it 
would account for its general rarity, and at the same time help 
to explain tbe prevalence in the same exposed haunts of the 
smaller Hdicider. PAUL HENRY SXOKOE 

Wycombe Court, Bucks 


The Zodiacal Light (?) 

Referring to the sunset phenomena described by J. W. B., 
of Bath, In Nature, voi. xxvii p. 580, permit jm to inform 
you that 1 also was an observer and was wen aware from 
previous experience that it was not the zodiacal light, which, as 
seen in the evening from any latitude north of the tropic* always 
inclines to the left, and, if seen in the suorni ig, in the east, 
then to the right, whilst the phenomena in question appeared as 
a vertical column, of a warm tint, extending upwards to about 
5 s from where tbe sun had ju»t set moving to the right, and 
descending with that luminary, continuing visible for about thirty 
minutes from the time I first noticed it immediately after the sun 
had gone down behind the low range of the Vorkshire Wolds* 
distant from my garden five or six miles in a north-west 
direction. 

Having never before witnessed a similar phenomenon, although 
1 have had for upwards of eleven years an uninterrupted view of 
the sunset region of the sky, and, except in midwinter, am nearly 
always at home at sunset, and on fine evenings in the garden, 1 was 
somewhat puzzled as to whether the cause was local and atmo* 
spheric or otherwise, 

Jf your correspondent can refer to the "Heavens,” by 
GuUlemin, pi 80, Ft edition, or to .Milner's "Gallery or 
Nature,” 1st editbn, p, 6a, he will there see woodcut rcpreso&u 
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tioo* of the zodiacal light, or to ,J Chambers’s Astronomy, ” 3rd 
edition, p. 92, Where a short chapter is devoted to the subject. 

Speaking from my own experience, the zodiacal light U best 
observed in this neighbourhood during the clear evening* of 
February or March, m the late twilight, and of course in the 
absence of moonlight 

On referring to my copy of the Astronomical Register for 
1875* V °I« *hi‘ P* r 9^, I find a letter from Mr. T, VV. Backhouse 
in reply to a previous communication from Canon Bcechey in the 
same volume, p. 174, describing what appears to have been a 
much finer display of this sunset phenomenon as *een by the 
rev, gentleman from Downbam, Norfolk, than either your cor¬ 
respondent or myself witnessed. 

Mr. Backhouse states : M It is purely an atmospheric pheno¬ 
menon ascribed to the «un shining on particles of water or ice." 

May I ask if the above explanation is an established fact or 
only a theory ? 

1 shall be ghd if you receive and can make room for the 
accounts of other observer *, as I cannot think the appearance is 
a very common one—at least not in this neighbourhood. 

Hull, April 24 William Lawton 


Referring to the letters in your columns on this subject, I 
beg to forward two photographs of the sun, which show distinct 
horns of light on each side of the disk. They were taken—the 
sun high in the heavens at the t i r xj e —some two months ago in a 
simple camera, without any special arrangement, except a rapid 
shutter, but the development was undertaken with some cure, 
and arrested as soon 85 the light fleecy clouds aronnd made their 
appearance. II. B. I 1 . 

Blackbeath, April 27 

[We have received the photographs, which are certainly very 
remarkable if our correspondent can certify that the strange 
prolongations which appear on them are special to them, and 
not in any way dependent upon any possible reflection f*om the 
lenses employed.—E d.] 

The phenomenon descr bed on pages 580 and 605, under the 
heading "The Zodiacal Light (?)" was that generally known as 
a “Sun Pillar." I send herewith an engraving of one seen 
from Sidmouth in 1871, full descriptions of which were given in 
the Meteorological Magazine fnr May, June, and July of that 
year. 



Sim Hilar aten near Sidmouth, April 4, jB?i. 

I believe that it is merely a portion of a halo passing verti- 
cutty through the atm; in the recent case, that portion of the 
two which was above the sun was alone seen, sometimes the 
portion below it is seen alone, and occasionally both are visible, 
together with a prhelic cirefle (or parts of one), end then of 
eotirse we have the rare phenomenon of the mn as the centre of 
a luminous cross. X have called this complete phenomenon of 


the solar cro< s rare, for I know of only three occasions of its 
being seen, and even these I have not verified in the originals, 
but those interested may search in ffugenii Opuscula posthumo, 
ii. 48, for the detail* of the phenomenon seen in Cassel in 
January, 1586, by Roth; and in the Mini, de TAcad* des 
Sciences for 1693 and 1722, for descriptions by Cassini and 
Malczieu, G J. SYMONS 

62, Camden Square, N.W. 

The curious luminous projection after sunset on the 6th inst, 
noticed by several of your correspondents, was also seen for 
some time very soon after sunset m Herefordshire. Its shape 
was somewhat like a vertical pillar of soft, hazy, Yellowish, 
luminous light, about the width of the solar disk, io° in height 
above horizon, and finishing rather abruptly with a conical 
termination in a clear sky. R. P. Greg 

Coles, Buntingford, Herts, April 29 


A llow me to call the attention of such of your readers as are 
interested in the above phenomenon, to a communication from 
Mr. J. J. Murphy of Belfast, in your issue of July 13, 1876, and 
to another from myself, a fortnight later, describing a sun pillar 
seen in the north of Ireland on June 27, 1876. R. V. D. 

Beragh, co. Tyrone, April 28 


Mock Moona 

The mock moons mentioned in your last week’s i«sue (p. 606), 
by Mr. Mott, were seen here. The circle subtended an angle of 
50°. When first seen, a line drawn through the mock moons 
passed through the moon itself. At II p.m. such a line was 3 0 
above the moon. At 1 a.m. the appearance was as at first. 
This change of level of the refracting cloud is what Mr. Mott 
alludes to when he says it “ seemed to be unaccountably out of 
place." I was not aware that there was any fixed place for the 
brighter portions of the halo. Sm. 

Temple Observatory, Rugby 


The Freshwater Medusa 

IT may interest some of your readers to know that the little 
freshwater Medmne {Lim nor odium Sawerbi), which appeared in 
the Victoria Regia Tank here on June 9, 1880, for the first time, 
sgain on June 12, 1881, and not at all during 1882, appeared again 
in the tank on Saturday morning, April 28, many of them being 
full grown individuals. The tank, w hich remains empty during 
the winter, w as filled with water on March 8. 

April 30 W. SowERDY 


The Circles of a Triangle 

CANNOT the method of 11 portmanteau" words be advan¬ 
tageously applied ? I beg leave to suggest the following names : 
circumcircUy in circle, excircle, and midcircle; these are for 
speech, in print or writing they might appear c ©, I ©, E 0 , M © . 
April 28 W. H. H. II. 


Flight of Crows 

In v atching crows as they fly overhead, I often think they 
are not flying straight forward, but have the line from head to 
tail at an angle of about fifteen degrees with the line of flight. 
Can this be corroborated ? J do not like to trust my own 
observing powers in such a matter, Joseph John Murphy 
Old Fo'ge, lhinmurry, co. Antrim, April 24 


MBTAMORPHIC ROCKS OF SCAN DINA VIA 
AND SCOTLAND 

UCH interest attaches to the researches of the 
Swedish geologists among the older crystalline 
rocks of Scandinavia. In the year 1873 Mr, A. E. 
TOrnebohm published an important paper in which he 
showed that in the high grounds of Sweden Lower Silu¬ 
rian rocks, with recognisable fossils, pass up 
into a vast overlying series of quartzites, sdaistfc^lmd ' 
gneisses. These metamorphic rocks were M# % 
him into two groups—the Seve group, composed vemb&jf 
of quartzites and schists, and the Kdli group, consisting 
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largely of mica-schists and day-slates. In another 
memoir just published he furnishes additional informa¬ 
tion regarding the succession of these rocks. The old 
or fundamental (Archtean) rocks composed of gneiss, 
granite, &c, are overlain by thick masses of reddish 
sandstones, followed by quartzites and limestones, over 
which come Augen-gneiss, hornb.ende-schist, mica-schist, 
Sc e. This order of sequence, which is shown in numerous 
natural sections, will be at once recognised as that which 
Murchison first showed to be the stratigraphies! succes¬ 
sion in the north-west of Scotland. It is interesting to 
find that the parallelism which was traced many years 
ago between the structure of the Highlands of Scotland 
and the uplands of Scandinavia continues to be confirmed 
by the more detailed surveys of recent years. 


OBSERVATION OF THE GREAT COMET OF 
1882 

{Communicated by Vice-Admiral Rowan, Superintendent 
U.S. Naval Obserxmtory ) 


1883. 

- - - . 1 

Washington 

Comet —+. 

No. of 

Mag. of 

mean time. 

I 

a. 


comps. 

star 

April 4 

h. m. s 

8 29 49 8 

m. 11. j 

-2 17 * 59 ! 

1 

- 117'6 

12 , 4 

8 

Comat. 


! 1 

tog. 

Comet. 

! l°K- 

I 

Obs'r. 

i 

Comp. 

« App. 

! 

s App. 

i 

star. 

h. m. s. 

5 57 *0'58 1 

0 

Vt „ 

Wi • 

-J 

UV 

1 

-9 i« 27-5 jo -7877 

F. j W 1449 

1 


Mean Place of Comparison Star 


Star. 

si, 

1883'O. 

4 , 

iBByo. 

Authority. 

W1449 

h. m. 8 . 

5 59 37'*4 

-9 16 53-4 

KcsSel. 


Date. 

Ob». 

Comp. 

a ». 

4 


*. 


1825. 

+ 4*06 

+ »4 

i 

1 


Epb. 


Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 226, 
and Ast, Reg, No. 243, p. 72. 


This observation was made with the 26-inch equatorial, 
and compared with the following of three bright points 
In the nucleus. If wc had compared the middle point of 
the nucleus with the comet, the corrections would have 
been Aa« + i B, 3 A $ « + o'*3. 

, j? FRISBY, 

^^I^Mtigton, April 6 Prof, Math,, U.S.N. 


ANTHROPOLOGY 1 

I. 

i£ invitation to lecture on anthropology with which 
:f%ave been honoured gives me freedom to speak 
races of mankind zoologically, and also of the 
flirts, and habits which form their civilisation, 

lecture* 00 "Anthropology/* delivered on February 15 *nd 21 
the University Museum, Oxford, by E. B. Tylor, C.C.L., F.R.S. 


It is on the development of civilisation that I especially 
wish to dwell, a subject of direct interest always and to 
all, and the more opportune now that the practical ques¬ 
tion of the instalment of a Museum of Civilisation in 
Oxford is under discussion. Still, man's bodily and 
mental history so act and interact on each other that it is 
well to carry on their study together. Both depend on 
the great principle of adaptive change, where rise in 
organisation gives fuller and freer existence, till tx corre¬ 
spondence with the environment ** fixes a more or less 
permanent state, or suppression or disuse brings on 
degeneration. These are processes systematised in the 
theories of development or evolution which have of late 
years become predominant, and which seek to account 
for the change of plants and animals on the earth by 
modified descent, and of mental and moral phenomena 
by modified sequence. There is a consideration I wish 
to bring prominently forward, as not having had the 
attention it deserves. It is that these processes of deve¬ 
lopment, or evolution, or transformism were long ago 
recognised to no small extent by ethnologists. Thus 
Prichard, the leader of the monogenist school forty years 
ago, brought forward evidence for the derivation of the 
races of mankind from one original ancestral pair, whom 
he considered to have been negroes, whose descendants 
more or less varying by the operation of natural causes 
became modified or transformed into the various races 
adapted for life in the various climates of the earth. But 
this, so far as it goes, is the very theory of development 
or modified descent. Any ethnologist who argues on 
natural grounds “ that all the races of man are descended 
from a single primitive stock,” is an evolutionist within 
these limits ; in fact these words are quoted not from 
Prichard or Quatrefages, but from Darwin. Within the 
last generation the science of man has had new evidence 
and argument brought within its range. The discovery 
that men were already making rude flint implements in 
the Quaternary period, when the contours of hill and 
valley were quite other than during the few thousand years 
known to chronology, has made a new scientific departure, 
placing primaeval man in the hands of the geologists, who 
are now discussing whether he even existed in the yet 
more vastly remote Tertiary period. A yet greater move 
has been made by Darwin’s systematic application of the 
principles of variation of breeds or races to account for 
the transitions between species or genera. Hovr these 
have become transformed m the course of geological time 
is seen in Huxley's plate of the bones of the four-toed 
Orohippus, followed by the three-toed Miohippus and 
Hipparion, and this again by the horse of the present 
day. Zoologists thus enabled to reconstruct ideally the 
ancestry of the horse, are hopeful some day to discover 
likewise the fossil pedigree of the rider. 

Thus it is plain why the newlines of biological research, 
whether into the general causes of variatioffin Animals* 
or into the origin of the human species from a succession 
of lower mammalian forms, have not checked but stimu¬ 
lated the research which relates to man as man. Anthro¬ 
pologists do not feel as if their science had been plucked 
up by the roots and planted somewhere else; it is growing 
where it was, only cultivated higher than in old time*. 
What substantial progress has been made of late years 
is well seen in the difficult department of ersodobjrar* 
That there really is something in the shape of at skull wM 
be admitted when one compares the two before us on the 
table, types which illustrate an interesting point in the 
early history of our own country. The narrower skull 
belonged to one of that dolichocephalic Stone Age popu¬ 
lation whose remains were buried in the long-barrows on 
our downs. The broader skull belonged to one of the 
brachycephalic men of the later round-barrows* In the 
work of Green well and Rolleston will be found the ana¬ 
tomical comparison of these skulKtypes* and the evidence 
that the earlier tribes were not exterminated by the later 
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invaders of the land, but that the two races lived and 
were buried-together, and by intermarrying gave rise to a 
mixed population. What these early long-headed people 
were called, or what language they spoke, is still un¬ 
known. It is they to whom, on the strength of certain 
passages in classic authors, the name or Iberian has 
sometimes been given, and they have been identified 
with the Basques, But no absolute correspondence has 
been made out between them and any race past or 
present in Spain, so that Prof. Rolleston was wise in pre¬ 
ferring to call the men of the English long-barrows by 
the local name of Silurians, and to rely on skulls for 
defining the type, and the burial-places for marking the 
State of civilisation, of an ancient race who thus take a 
well-marked place in the history of our land, but of whom 
we may possibly never learn much more. 

The mixture of races which has gone on for ages in 
Europe makes European craniology a study of extreme 
difficulty, but to see its clearest results we must look to 
races long isolated and intermarrying till their skulls 
become almost uniform. How such a type will charac¬ 
terise a genuine race has been shown by Prof. Flower in 
describing the skulls from the burial caverns of the Kai 
Colo, the piountain people who appear to have been the 
original inhabitants of Fiji These mountaineers, whose 
distinction it is to have had the narrowest skulls of any 
known race, are repre-entatives of the frizz-haired blacks 
so widely spread in the island groups now called after 
them Melanesian. But the ordinjry Fijian population, 
who have lately been incorporated in the British Empire, 
are not exactly Melanesians, nor are they Polynesians 
like the brown Samoans and Tonga ns of the islands to 
the eastward. It appears that these black and brown 
islanders have intermixed and become the joint parents 
of the piesent Fijian population. This is perfectly shown 
by their skulls, whose cephalic index of breadth (71) is 
intermediate between those of the two parent races, the 
ancient Melanesian mountaineers (66) and the Poly¬ 
nesians (83). Not only does the cephalic index of length 
and breadth follow this rule, but it proves true in the 
same way of the index of height, and of other measure¬ 
ments of jaw, eye, and nose, which almost absolutely 
follow the same rule of the mixed race between the two 
parent races. The gradation is so marked, that in the 
Fijian islands nearest the Polynesian islands the skull- 
measurements come nearest to the Polynesian type. It 
is I think the first time that anthropology has made so 
close an approach to mathematical accuracy in its in¬ 
ferences, and it must be admitted that when arithmetical 
rule thus finds its way into a descriptive science, the study 
is becoming serious. Let us now see what comparative 
philology has to say to this Fijian question. Every 
student who opens a Fijian grammar is apt to say, Here is 
a Polynesian language, like Maori or Tongan ; the map 
shows in the names of the islands plain Polynesian 
words that a New Zealander would understand, such as 
vmua » land, lima five; the Fijian not only has the 
familiar Polynesian tabu “ sacred, but he can attach 
the Polynesian causative prefix *waka to it and make the 
verb tvakatabu — to tabu a thing or make it sacred. Yet 
this student, as he examines and analyses more deeply, is 
driven to admit that Fijiari must not be catalogued among 
the Polynesian languages ; indeed it seems as though the 
root and heart of it must be classed as Melanesian, 
belonging to the black not the brown race; nevertheless 
the black language has absorbed not only the words but 
the Characterpf (he brown language into an intimacy and 
depth of mixture hardly anywhere equalled. Prof. Max 
Muller, in the lectures which near a quarter of a century 
ago made a new era in the science oflanguage in England, 
was careful to give the much-needed caution not to trust 
top much to language in settling questions of race* Here, 
mmtvpr, is an example how language, in oases when it is 
possible to get its bearing clearly into view, may tell its 


? 

story in perfect accordance with anatomy. The blended 
parentage of the Fijians is heard in their speech as it is 
seen in their faces. 

Not less important as a distinctive mark of race is the 
hair. A single hair now enables the anthropologist to 
judge in what division of the human species he will class 
its owner; therein no mistaking a Chinese for a European, 
or either for an African. The cross-section of this single 
hair, examined microscopically by Pruner’s method, shows 
it circular, or oval, or reniform; its follicle curvature 
may be estimated by the average diameter of the curls as 
proposed by Moseley; its colouring matter may be esti¬ 
mated by Sorby’s method. There has been even a 
systematic classification of man published by Dr. W. 
Muller, of the Novara Expedition, which is primarily 
arranged according to hair, in straight-haired races, curly- 
haired races, & c., with a secondary division according to 
language. Though we cannot regard such a system as 
good, the wonder is that it should answei so well as it 
does ; indeed nothing could prove more dearly how real 
race-distinctions are, that a single bodily character should 
form a basis for rationally mapping out the divisions of 
mankind. 

It is now well understood that the causes of race-colour 
are not so simple as Hippocrates thought when he de¬ 
scribed the nomad Scythians as burned tawny by the 
cold. But the study of anthropologists is still to notice 
the characters which mark off the white, yellow, brown, 
and black races, and to connect therewith the effects of 
climate and mode of life. The analogy of fair or blond 
skin to partial albinism is striking, and possibly points to 
some similarity of cause. A book has even been written 
by Dr. Foesche to explain thus the formation of the white 
race. The fair whites, according to this author, are semi¬ 
albinos, whose ancestors were once a browner race in 
Northern Asia, but turned fair in the swampy regions of 
the Dneiper, where men and beasts grow light in colour, 
horses grey, the leaves of the trees pale, and all nature 
dull and colourless. Such imaginative speculation is an 
example to be avoided by anthropologists, and yet the 
resemblance of blond to semi-albino skin is one which 
when worked out by careful observation will doubtless 
lead to discovery. A yet more striking case of the morbid 
appearance of race-character is seen in “ bronzed skin,” 
a symptom of “Addison’s disease.” Here the resem¬ 
blance to mulatto complexion is so marked that in the 
reports of cases it is quite a regular thing for the phy¬ 
sician to mention that he asked the patient if he was of 
negro blood. Even that well-known negro feature, the 
comparatively light tint of palms and soles, was there, 
though there was wanting one of the points which 
anthropologists look to when they suspect negro an¬ 
cestry, namely, the yellowness of what we charac¬ 
teristically call the M white” of the eye. It is not 
however on merely superficial comparison that this 
analogy depends. Anthropologists unfortunately do not 
always bear of medical work bearing on their studies, and 
it is but lately that I learnt from Dr. Wilson Fox that 
an interesting microscopic section of “bronzed skin” 
was published years ago by Mr. Hutchinson in the 
Pathological Transactions. All who compare this with 
Kdlliker's section of normal negro skin must admit the 
extraordinary similarity of coloration, in the manner in 
which the deep bro*n pigment cells and grains line the 
surface of the papilla; of the dermis or true skin. I shall 
not be charged with propounding here a theory that black 
men are white men thus transformed, for, indeed, one 
incident of the obscure disease in question is that the 
patient always dies. The importance of the comparison 
lies in its bridging over the physiological differences of 
race* by showing that morbid action may bring about in 
one rate Itesults more or less analogous to the normal 
type in another. 

The differences in race-characters among mankind are 
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far better known than are the causes which bring them 
about. Yet it would be too much to say that we do not 
know how to alter the type of a race. For instance, 
stature is one point of race-type, and we know by actual 
experience that if a population of the Yorkshire dales is 
brought in to live in factory towns, in two generations 
they are found to be i J inch lower in average stature than 
their countrybred kinsfolk. Indeed, it appears from Bed- 
doe’s careful statistics that the stature of the London 
population is gradually lessening. The great means of 
change of race-type is acclimatisation, Dr. Acland has 
here called attention to the interesting problem presented 
by the tribes of (t unhealthy districts " in India, who live 
where tribes allied to them in Tare and language cannot 
exist, nor can they themselves go back, without falling sick, 
to the plains whence their ancestors came. That this 
acclimatisation affects the secretions and hue of skin is 
certain, but this topic is one on which only a pathologist 
can speak with any authority. If, however, we look at 
the map of the world, it is as evident to us as it was' to 
Hippocrates that race depends in some measure on cli¬ 
mate and mode of life. The leading fact is the lie of the 
negro type along the equator, as contrasted with the 
xanthous or blond type in the northern temperate zone. 
The permanence of the races of mankind, such as the 
Egyptian, which the polygenist school interpreted as 
evidence that it was a species by itself, is better explained 
in Draper’s words that “ its durability arises from its 
perfect correspondence with its environment.” It is 
only when moved into different conditions that a race has 
to change into harmony with these new conditions. 

Turning now from the development of races to the 
development of their civilisation, the task is made easy 
by the help of evidence geological in its character. The 
presence of stone implements in every part of the world 
proves that they were once used there, and that the races 
using them had no metal. But now stone implements 
are distinguished into the ruder Palaeolithic and the more 
finished Neolithic. The ruder, discovered in gravels of 
great antiquity with the remains of the mammoth and 
other prehistoric animals in Europe, must therefore be 
the older, but this also seems to be evident from their 
very nature. If men with bronze weapons had no more 
bronze, they might very likely fall back on the best sub¬ 
stitute they could make, the hard, ground stone celt; but 
it seems against all reason that those who knew how to 
grind a hatchet on a whetstone should have lost that 
simple if laborious art. Thus culture confirms what 
geology teaches, that the rude stage of man’s history to 
which the rude implement belongs is also the earlier 
stage, and the higher polished implement comes later, 
It comes on indeed into modern times, for the general 
extinction of the Stone Age in Australia or America 
only dates from this century, and even at this day 
in Australia the traveller learns from the blackfellow 
how the rude chipped axe-flake is to be gummed to 
the helve, or the white hunter sits down in California 
to be shown how to chip out the neat obsidian arrowhead 
with the point of deerborn. In a few ages after metal has 
come in, the new people forgets that the old people ever 
used such things. Thus it comes to pass that, across the 
world from Iceland to Japan, stone hatchets and arrow¬ 
heads dug up in the ground are supposed to be the 
material weapons hurled or shot from the sky, whose flight 
is seen in the lightning-flash Such u thunderbolts ” have 
for ages been valued for magical power, especially the 
appropriate uses of guarding against fire and inflam¬ 
matory disease ; Pythagoras was purified with a thunder¬ 
bolt, and stone arrowheads form the centre-pieces of 
some of the most beautiful of Etruscan gold necklaces. 
Even a bronze implement may be taken for a thunderbolt 
by those who have forgotten its nature ; the bronze celt 
here produced was dug up in Wiltshire, where the 
lightning had struck an oak, and it has since for many 


years been the magical thunderbolt of a west country 
hamlet 

Even where the old use dwindles and changes, sur¬ 
vival in altered shape may keep on the old Ideas: 
our own life is full of survivals. In ceremonial processions 
we still see the javelins and halberds belonging to war be¬ 
fore gunpowder, and though the mace no longer smashes 
helmets, it remains as an emblem of power and dignity. 
Our books are ornamented with gilt lines which once 
represented the real cross-binding; as in perhaps the 
most modern of survivals, where the tape which bound 
the registered letter has dwindled to blue cross-lines 
printed on the envelope. Language 19 full of such records 
of the past; as when one hears people declare they do 
not care a groat, a doit, or a rap, when they would not 
recognise if they saw them these oH-fashioned varieties of 
small change. Thus what with the lasting on of old things 
among outlying peoples, and what with the survival of 
them among the civilised world, the thread of connection 
is by no means lost from remotest times. For my own 
part, when I look at the utter likeness of the working 
processes of the mind among the races most different in 
skin, and when 1 see the resemblance of rude ideas 
and customs throughout the inhabited world, I cannot 
but think that much of the thought and habit of mankind 
not only goes back to the remote Palaeolithic age, but that 
it may be older than the divisions of race which sepa¬ 
rate us from the Chinese or the Negro. Let me offer 
examples of a mental state yet surviving which may have 
its origin in the very childhood of mankind. Uneducated 
men, from the savage to the peasant, remain more or 
less in that childlike state of mind where the distinction 
between dreams and real events is not yet perfectly 
made; dreams seem to be visits from phantom souls 
of others coming to the sleeper, or excursions of his own 
phantom or soul away from his body. The state of 
primitive thought in which psychology thus grows out ot 
the phenomena of dreams has perhaps never been better 
displayed ihan in a recent account by Mr. Im Thurn in 
the Journal of the Anthropological Institute of his Indian 
boatmen in British Guiana. One morning a young 
Macusi was so enraged against him that he refused to 
stir, declaring that his master, without consideration for 
his weak health, had taken him out in the night and 
made him drag the canoe up a series of cataracts. 
Nothing would persuade him that it was only a dream, 
and it was long before he was sufficiently pacified to 
throw himself sullenly into the bottom of the canoe. 
Food was scarce, and such dream 9 in consequence fre¬ 
quent, so that morning after morning the Indians were 
complaining that some man (whom they named) had 
visited their hammocks in the night, and beaten or other¬ 
wise maltreated them. In the middle of one night Mr. 
Im Thum was awakened by his headman, an Arawak 
named Sam, who addressed him in these bewildering 
words : “ George speak me very bad, boss ; you cut his 
bits,” On explanation, it proved that Sam had dreamt 
that George, one of the men under him, had spoken im¬ 
pudently to him, and had come at once to his master to 
demand that the culprit should be punished by cutting 
so many bits (*.*. fourpenny pieces) off his wages. 

This instance of mental rudeness comes from among 
tribes who are hardly above the savage level, but not less 
remarkable survivals of primitive thought may be found 
among peasants. Thus that most archaic practice, the 
burial of objects for the use of the dead in the future 
life, is still continued in Europe. One of the latest 
instances comes from the village of Liickendorf m 
Saxony, where the schoolmaster, Herr Kiihnc, describes 
how when a mother dies in childbirth, they bury in the 
coffin all she wants for the child gone before—the tittle 
earthen pipkin and spoon, and a supply of groats^ the 
baby-clothes, with needle and thread, thimble and scis¬ 
sors to mend them, and even a tiny model of the mangle, 
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because it is too large to bury. This is in a Wendish 
district, where prehistoric customs are more obstinately 
kept up than in purely German parts. Nothing could 
more perfectly illustrate the early animistic belief in the 
ghost turning to ghostly use the phantoms of objects laid 
for it in the grave. Thus we have, parallel with the rude 
material life of the Stone Age, traces of a corresponding 
intellectual rudeness, belonging to ages when men had 
Pot learnt to distinguish dreams from events, or to 
realise the meaning of death. 

The problem of the order in which the races of men 
were formed and attained such culture as they have is 
obscure and perplexed enough, but it has some illu¬ 
minating facts. The method by which an anthropologist 
judges of the centre of civilisation of a race is much the 
same as that of the botanist who looks for the district 
where a widespread cultivated plant is found wild, as the 
potato is in Chile, which accordingly he takes to be at or 
near the centre of distribution; only he has to guard 
against the possibility of the wild plant being only a 
cultivated variety run wild. Let us now apply this method 
to the geography of the Negro race. The negro or 
negroid spread over the African continent have never 
risen high in civilisation, scarcely of themselves getting 
beyond the barbaric stage. But on the other hand they are 
never very low ; they are tillers of the soil, herdsmen, iron¬ 
workers, and no negroid tribe has been found in a clearly 
primitive savage state. The Bushmen, belonging to an 
allied variety or man, are outcasts and savages by degra¬ 
dation. If however we look along the map of the world 
for the eastern branch of the black race, we find in the 
Andaman Islands and in New Guinea and other islands 


Negro types more or less assimilated to the African, but 
living at lower stages of culture such as are possible in 
the rank forest-lands of the equator. In these two dis¬ 
tricts are found the only well-authenticated accounts of 
tribes with no knowledge of any means of making fire. 
The Andamanese have not the fire drill or any such 
fire-making instrument, but carry burning brands about 
with them, and if by any chance they lost their fire, 
they could kindle it anew at their volcanoes. In an 
outlying district of New Guinea, Mikluho-Maclay has 
found a Papuan tribe who only carry fire-brands, and 
do not know the fire-drill of other districts. This indi¬ 
cates very low culture, whether they are representatives 
of an originally fireless state, or whether by mere inert¬ 
ness they have disused and forgotten so useful an art as 
nremaking. In these regions is perhaps the Negro centre 
whence, rising to a somewhat higher level of culture, the 
western branch spread over Africa. Let us now look at 
the white men from this point of view. There may be 
remains of Stone Age Whites, but there are no certain 
remains of White savages of a low order. We may well 
doubt if there ever were any White savages ; it is more 
likely that the White men were developed late in the 
race-history of the world from ancestors already far on 
in civilisation ; in fact, that this civilisation with its im¬ 
proved supply of food, its better housing and clothing, 
Us higher intellectuality, was one main factor in the de¬ 
velopment of the White type. Here, however, it must 
• **n»*nbered that there is not a White race in the sense 
in which there is a Carib race or an Andaman race. It 
maudes several race-types, and even the same language, 
such as English or German, may be spoken by men as 
blond es Danes or as dark as Sicilians. The fair-haired 
Scandinavian type has something of the definiteness of a 
trw 5 5 a S e, " J bu ^ a# one tovds south there Appear, not 
wen*defmed sub-races, but darkening gradations of bewil- 

« mnng complexity. The most reasonable attempt to solve 
Is intricate problem is Prof. Huxtey’s view that the 
Wm race is made up of fair-whites of the Northern or 
tttAhdinayi&n type, and dark-whites Who are the result 
of mixture between the fair-whites and the darker 
though it is perhapA hardly prudent to limit these 


dark ancestors to one variety as he does. If now we 
cannot trace the White man down to the low level 01 
primitive savagery, neither can we assign to him the 
great upward movement by which the barbarian passed 
into civilisation. It is not to the Aryan of Persia 
nor to the Semite of Syria that the art of writing 
belongs which brought on the new era of culture. The 
Egyptian whose hieroglyphics may be traced passing 
from picture into alphabet had his race-allies in people of 
North Africa, especially the Berbers of the north coast, 
people whom no elasticity of ethnological system would 
bring into the white race. Of the race-type of the old 
Babylonians, who shaped likewise rude pictures into 
wedge-phonetic signs, we know but little as yet; at any 
rate their speech was not Aryan, and the comparisons of 
Lenormant and Sayce have given some ground for con¬ 
necting it with the Turanian language, belonging to a 
group of nations of whom one, the Chinese, had in remote 
antiquity worked out a civilisation of which the develop 
ment of an imperfect phonetic writing formed part. If 
the great middle move in culture was made, not by any 
branch of the white race, but by races now represented by 
the Egyptian and the Chinese, it is not less clear that 
these nations came to the limit of their developing power. 
The white races had in remote antiquity risen high in 
barbaric culture when their contact with the darker 
nations who invented writing opened to them new intel¬ 
lectual paths. The Greeks found in the ancient Egyptian 
theology the gods of the four elements, but they trans¬ 
ferred this thought from theology to philosophy, and 
developed from it the theory of elements and atoms 
which is the basis of modern chemistry. They found 
the Babylonians building terraced temples to the seven 
planets in the order of their periods, and this conception 
again they transferred from religion to science, founding 
on it the doctrine of planet-spheres which grew into 
mathematical astronomy. It may moderate our some¬ 
what overweening estimate of our powers to remember 
that the white races cannot claim to be the original 
creators of literature and science, but from remote anti¬ 
quity they began to show the combined power of acquiring 
and developing culture which has made them dominant 
among mankind. 

{To be continued .) 


PROFESSOR ARTHUR ROCHE 

V/T ARTHUR ROCHE, Professor of Mathematics 
and Astronomy at the Lycde of Montpellier, died 
at Lhat town on April 18 last, in the sixty-third year of his 
age. M, Roche’s name is most intimately associated with 
researches on the figures of planets and comets, and the 
cosmogonic theory of Laplace. In the report on the 
labours of Roche made to the Academy of Sciences last 
week by M. F. Tisserand, his memoirs were thus classi¬ 
fied 1. Various memoirs on the equilibrium of a homo¬ 
geneous fluid mass subjected to certain conditions. These 
had special reference to the beautiful researches of mathe¬ 
maticians on the equilibrium of a homogeneous fluid 
mass, animated by a movement of rotation around its 
axis, the molecules of which are attracted according to 
the law of Newton. M. Roche proposed to determine 
the figure of equilibrium by taking into account a new 
force—the attraction exerted by a centre situated at a 
great distance. M. Roche worked out this idea with 
great success, applying it specially to the moon, to the 
satellites of Jupiter and Saturn, to comets, and generally 
to the evolution of the solar system. 2, Memoirs on the 
physical constitution of the terrestrial globe, in which he 
came to the conclusion that the density at the centre is 
nearly double the riiean density. 3. Memoirs on the 
internal condition of the globe, in which M. Roche was 
led to pronounce against the complete fluidity of the 
interior, 4. Various memoirs on the figures of comets. 




12 


NATURE 


{May 3, 1S83 


5. Essay on the constitution of the solar system, 
in which M. Roche attempted to develop the beauti¬ 
ful cosmogonic theory of Laplace, giving precision to 
certain points and modifying it in others. M. Roche was 
a Corresponding Member of the Academy of Sciences in 
the Section of Astrorfamy, and had been nominated as 
a candidate for the place vacant by the death of M. 
Liouville. 


THE LATE MR . W. A . FORBES 

M R. WILLIAM ALEXANDER FORBES, Fellow 
of St. John’s College, Cambridge, Prosector to the 
Zoological Society of London, and Lecturer on Compara¬ 
tive Anatomy to Charing Cross Hospital, whose untimely 
death on the Niger we announced last week, was born at 
Cheltenham on June 24, 1855, the second son of Mr. J. 
S. Forbes, the well-known railway director. He was 
educated at Kensington School and Winchester College, 
which he entered at the early age of eleven. On leaving 
Winchester in 1872, Forbes passed a year at Aix-la- 
Chapelle studying German, and then became a student 
of the University of Edinburgh, where he pursued the 
regular medical course, paying special attention to zoology 
and botany, and commencing collections of insects and 
plants. In 1875 Forbes transferred his residence to 
London, and entered himself as a student of London 
University with the idea qf taking a medical degree in 
the metropolis. Here he became quickly intimate with 
other zoologists, who were very soon attracted by the 
astounding general knowledge of zoology and the acute 
intelligence of one so young. By the advice of the late 
Prof. Garrod and other friends Mr. Forbes was induced 
in October, 1876, to leave London and to become an 
undergraduate of St. John’s College, Cambridge, where 
he was subsequently elected Scholar, and took his B.A. 
degree with a First Class in the Natural Sciences Tripos 
m 1879. The post of Prosector to the Zoological Society 
of London having become vacant in October, 1879, by 
the lamented death of Prof. Garrod, Mr. Forbes was ap¬ 
pointed (omnium consensu) to that office in the January 
following. Indeed he had been designated by Garrod on 
his deathbed as his most obvious and proper successor, 
and had been appointed his literary executor. 

Mr. Forbes entered upon the duties of his office with 
characteristic energy, and during the three following 
sessions of the Zoological Society brought before the 
scientific meetings a series of most interesting and valu¬ 
able communications derived from his studies of the 
animals that came under his examination. He had a 
happy knack of putting forward abstruse points of 
anatomy in an understandable form, and especially 
directed himself to the muscular structure and voice- 
organs of birds, in continuation of the researches of his 
predecessor Garrod on the same subjects. In the summer 
of 1880 Mr. Forbes made a short excursion to the forests 
of Pernambuco, Brazil, of which he published an account 
in the Ibis for 1881, and in the following year passed his 
holiday in the United States, in order to make the 
acquaintance of his American brethren in science and 
their collections* In July, 1882, he left England on what 
promised to be a splendid opportunity of visiting the 
eastern tropics with every advantage and without much 
risk. Detained at Shonga—a station some 400 miles up 
the Niger below Rebba—by the breaking down of his 
communications, Mr. Forbes fell a victim to dysentery on 
January 14 last, thus adding another name to the long list 
of martyrs of science in that deservedly dreaded climate. 

Mr. Forbes’s published works consist chiefly of papers 
in the Proceedings of the Zoological Society and the V£/j, 
altogether about sixty in number. He was editor of the 
memorial volume of collected scientific papers of hrs pre¬ 
decessor Garrod, and just before he left England in July 
last had finished the last sheets of an excellent memoir 

i 


on the anatomy of the petrels—since published in. the 
“ Zoology of the Challenger Expedition. This piece of 
work was originally undertaken by Garrod, but had been 
left almost uncommenced at the decease of the latter. 

Of Forbes’s private qualities as a most efficient and 
ready fellow-worker, a moat charming companion and a 
most sincere friend, the writer is able to testify, not only 
from personal experience, but also from the universal 
regret expressed at the unhappy end of so promising 
a naturalist. P. L. S. 


RECENT INFLUENCE-MACHINES 

EVERAL modified types of influence-machine have 
recently been brought before the public, and as they 
are both cheaper and more efficient than the older forms 
of Tdpler, Holtz, and Bertsch, will probably find general 
acceptance, (>f the newer forms, those of Voss and of 
Wimshurst arc illustrated in the accompanying cuts. 

In the Voss machine, which may be regarded as a 
modified Topler machine, there are two disks of varnished 
glass, one stationary, the other rotating in front of if On 
an axis which passes through a central hole through the 
fixed disk. A pair of pulleys with a strap provide the 
rapid movement necessary. At the back of the fixed disk 
are fixed two armatures or inductors of varnished paper, 



Fig. i.—V osi's lafluenwMuchme. 


with a narrower central band of tinfoil. These armatures 
are connected on the right and left respectively with two 
metal clamps which nip on to the edge of the disk and 
turn round in front of the front plate, each being provided 
at this part with a little metallic brush. Upon the front 
of the rotating plate are fastened six or eight metal 
buttons at equal intervals. These buttons are touched as 
they rotate by the metallic brushes. Nearly perpendicur 
lar, and in front of the front disk, is a brass rod, which 
I need not be insulated, also furnished with spikes at each 
| end, and with a little metallic brush to touch the buttons 
of the rotating plate. The action of the machine is as 
follows :—If a small charge of electricity—say a positive 
charge - be imparted to one armature -say that on the left 
—the buttons as they move past will be acted on inductively, 
and if, while thus under the inductive influenceof the positive 
charge, they are momentarily touched by ats uninsulated 
conductor, they will pass on electrified with a charge of the 
opposite sign. If the front plate rotates in the clockwise 
direction, each button as it moves through its highest 
position towards the right will thus acquire a small 
negative charge which will be given up on arriving at the 
right side, the projecting arm conveying the charge to 
the armature at the bade. Bui as the button passes oil 
downwards it will be influenced inductively by the arma¬ 
ture behind it, and when touched by the lower end dfthar 
vertical conductor, will assume a positive «kctriftcatoui«r 
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On arriving at the left aide it will therefore give up a 
small positive charge to the left armature, thus charging 
it more highly than before. Every button as it goes 
round thus conveys the charges induced in it to the 
appropriate armatures, and exalts their charge A very 
few turns given to the handle suffice to charge those 
armatures to their fullest extent, so that they begin to 
discharge pale sparks over the disks. But now begins 
another action. From right to left in front of the front 
disk lies an insulating bar of ebonite, holding at each 
end another brass comb, each connected by a crossbar 
of brass to the knob of a small Leyden jar. As the 
charges in the armature rise they act again upon these 
conductors fixed in front of them, and charge the jars, 
one positively, the other negatively. A pair of dischargers 
with ebonite handles serve to discharge the jars when 
full, and with every turn of the winch, when the knobs of 
the dischargers are separated by a few centimetres'distance, ! 


a torrent of sparks is generated. If the machine is kept 
free from damp and dust, no initial charge is necessary, 
as the slight friction of the brushes suffices to give and 
sustain the requisite preliminary electrification. 

Wimshurst's influence-machine is even simpler, and if 
anything, more efficient. It is the result of a long experi¬ 
mental research carried out with great care and skill by 
Mr. J. Wimshurst, who is well known as an accomplished 
amateur electrician. The latest of the many combina- 
! tions which Mr. Wimshurst has designed is depicted in 
Fig. 2. It consists of two disks of common window glass 
mounted upon a common spindle, and provided with driv¬ 
ing gear by which an equal speed is given to each, but in 
opposite directions. Each disk (about fourteen inches in 
diameter in the smallest size) is well varnished with 
shellac varnish, and carries twelve narrow strips of thin 
sheet metal cemented at regular intervals apart. In front, 
at about 45°, is fixed a diagonal conductor armed at each 



Fig. a.—'Wimshuni’a Influenca-MncHne. 


end with a small brush of metallic bristles, which touch 
the metal strips as they rotate. At the back a similar 
diagonal conductor is fixed, exactly at right angles to that 
itt mbnt. Right and left are two upright pillars of glass 
pt ebonite Which carry each a pair of metallic combs, 
aftd serve also to support the dischargers which are 
Carried in an arch over the disks. It appears that in this 
machine the metal strips affixed to the plates act both as 
rndbetofs ahd as carriers. Suppose, for example, that the 
front plate is rotating clockwise, and the back plate 
counterclockwise. If the metal stripy descending from ; 
the summit on<he left on the back disk are charged posi¬ 
tively, the metal strips ascending on the front disk from ; 
the felt will, as they pass under the momentary touch of | 
the brush, acqnire a negative charge. As these negatively ! 
charged strips of the front plate advance towards the 
gght they will come to a point where they are opposite 
the u£per lend of the hinder dlacoial conductor, arid 


here, whilst still acting as carriers to bring the negative 
charge round to the right side, they will act as inductors, 
and will influence the strips of the back disk, which will, 
as they are in turn touched by the hinder brush, acquire 
positive charges. The strips on the front disk will there¬ 
fore constantly carry a negative charge as they move 
over the top from left to right, and those of the back disk 
will carry a positive charge from right to left. In the 
lower halves of their respective rotations the inverse of 
these actions will hold good, the front carriers conveying 
positive charges from nght to left, the back ones convey¬ 
ing negative charges from left to right. The result will 
of course be that the two main conductors on the left and 
right will become respectively positively and negatively 
charged. Theoretically, a small initial charge must be im¬ 
parted to some one or more of the carriers or to one of the 
two main conductors, Practically, if dry and free from 
dust, the machine excites itself, And after a couple of turns 
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have been given to the handle, discharges sparks freely. 
If the two main conductors are respectively joined to the 
Inner and outer coatings of a large Leyden jar, the dis¬ 
charges take place with short, loud sparks of great bril¬ 
liancy. If from any ♦cause the machine does not at once 
charge itself, a gentle rub with a silk handkerchief on 
either of the ebonite pillars will suffice to provide the 
requisite stimulus. The Wimshurst machine appears to 
be less liable than any other influence-machine to have 
the polarity of its charge reversed. It serves admirably 
for the production of the electric shadows discovered by 
Holtz and Righi. Mr. Wimshurst is much to be con¬ 
gratulated on the service he has rendered to experimental 
science in devising so useful and efficient an instrument. 


THE ZEN I NARRATIVE 1 

'T'HERE is no greater puzzle in geographical literature 
than the so-called “Zeni narrative,” which was 
published at Venice in 1558 by Francesco Marcohni, and 
claimed to be an authentic compilation by Nicolo Zeno 
of letters, in the possession of his family, which had been 
written at the close of the fourteenth century by two of 
his ancestors, the brothers Antonio and Nicolo Zeno, 
describing their adventures in the far north. 

The story told by Nicolo Zeno was that when a boy he 
had found these letters in his father's palace, together 
with a map illustrating the travels of the Zeni brothers, 
and not knowing their value had torn many of them up. 
When he grew older he had however learnt to appreciate 
their'true character, for like the rest of his family, one of 
the most illustrious in Venice, he was an accomplished 
scholar, and well acquainted with the results of geo¬ 
graphical research. And collecting together all the letters 
that had escaped destruction, he compiled his narrative, 
and made a copy of the map, supplying from his own 
knowledge, and his interpretation of the travels of his 
ancestors, such names and other details as had become 
illegible from the then half-rotten condition of the 
original chart. 

Ruscelli in 1561, and MoJetius, one of the editors of 
Ramusio, in r$02, followed by the Venetian geographers 
generally, believed in the authenticity of the Zeni travels, 
as told by Nicolo the younger, who, as a Member of the 
Council of Ten, occupied one of the highest ooats in the 
Republic, and was esteemed as a liberal patron of learning. 
But in other countries doubts were entertained in regard 
to the truth of the narrative, while in some quarters there 
arose an utterly untenable notion, that the book had been 
compiled with the object of securing to Venice the honour 
of having discovered the New World before Columbus 
set foot on it. In 1595 the Flemish geographer, G. 
Mercator, appeared as the first among many northern 
.writers worthy of respect who refused to see in the story 
told by Nicolo Zeno anything more than a clever forgery. 
One of the latest, and probably the most formidable, of 
these detractors, was Admiral Zahrtmann, late Hydro- 
grapher to the Danish Admiralty, As an experienced 
seaman, an accomplished geographer, and a Dane well 
versed in the maritime history of the Danish Colonies 
with which he had long been intimately acquainted, he 
was eminently qualified to judge of the accuracy of a 
narrative, which professed to describe a voyage among 
islands and to regions, which the friends and foes of Zeno 
are alike agreed in believing we must recognise as the 
Faroe Isles, Iceland, and the eastern shores of Green¬ 
land. The substance of his careful analysis of the Zeni 
narrative, and of the map which accompanied it, was Com¬ 
municated in 1836 to the London Geographical Society, 
in the fifth volume of whose Journal it was subsequently 
published. And there is no doubt that notwithstanding 

„ * “ Studier och Furtkninrar. FOranledda mf Mina Resor i Ha** Norden; 


the evidence that had been advanced in favour of the 
Zeni voyages by Hakluyt in 1600, and still more em¬ 
phatically a century ago by Capt. Cook’s companion, 
George Forster, English geographers allowed themselves 
to be powerfully influenced by the opinions of Zahrtmann. 
In our day, however, the tide of public favour has 
changed both abroad and in England. And in addition to 
the uncompromising testimony to the dottd Jide character 
and the general accuracy of the Zeno story, borne by Mr, 
R. H, Major in his edition for the Hakluyt Society, in 
1873, of the u Voyages of the Zeni^* and by M. G. 
Gravier in his 41 D^couverte de l'Amtfnque par le$ Nor- 
mands att io£me Si£cle,” 1874, there is now the all- 
powerful evidence of Baron von Nordenskjdld to be 
adduced as corroborative, and seemingly conclusive, 
proof of the genuineness of this mysterious, and long- 
questioned story of early Venetian adventure in the 
northern seas. 

While engaged in drawing up a history of north-eastern 
exploration for his 44 Voyage of the Vega” NordenskjOld’s 
attention was directed to the story of the Zeni voyages, 
of which he gives a Swedish translation in the number 
before us of the Studier och Forskningar , together with 
the result of his analysis of the narrative, and his com¬ 
parison of the Zeno map with all the printed and manu¬ 
script maps known at the time of Marcolini’s publication 
in 1558 Among the numerous interesting conclusions at 
which he has arrived, special attention is due to the fol¬ 
lowing (1) That the general accuracy of the descrip¬ 
tions, for which there was no other known source, 
proves that the Zeni brothers must have been per¬ 
sonally acquainted with the Faroe group and the other 
islands described in the narrative, as well as with the 
eastern shores of Greenland; and (2) that, considering 
the nature of the details given of the mode of life followed 
by the savages in regions lying in the north-west of the 
Atlantic, which are now known <f> us as Newfoundland, 
Canada, and the United States, but of which Europeans 
had no correct information until the colonisation of those 
lands in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, there 
is every reason to believe that the Venetian travellers 
conversed, as they assert, with persons who had visited 
these districts of the New World. Further, Baron von 
Nordenskjdld is of opinion that in the descriptions given 
by the Zeni’s informants of the civilised communities, 
which they met with during their prolonged wanderings 
in these unknown western lands, we have evidence of the 
influence and persistence up to the close of the fourteenth 
century, when the Zeni are assumed to have been in the 
north, of the earlier Scandinavian colonies, which un¬ 
doubtedly existed in the New World in the tenth and 
eleventh centuries. 

The author shows that in the middle of the sixteenth 
century there were three maps in use, of the north and of 
the north-west, which, in addition to the Zeno map, had 
all been derived from northern sources, preceding the 
date of the discovery of America by Columbus. Of these 
the most important is a manuscript map ( with descriptions 
of Northern Europe and of neighbouring lands, bearing 
the date of 1427, on which the Scandinavian countries 
are for the first time set down with anything like accuracy, 
and a considerable part of America is delineated. Our 
knowledge of this important pre-Columbian chart is 
entirely due to Baron von Nordenskjtild, who discovered it 
in a manuscript copy of Ptolemy’s “ Cosmographia,” 
preserved in the Town Library of Nancy, of which he 
was permitted to make a facsimile, and to give a photo¬ 
graphic copy in his Studier och Forskningar. 

The value of this curious record of the geographical 
knowledge possessed in the early part of the fifteenth 
century of Scandinavia, and the adjoining seas, is in¬ 
creased by the fact that the map was laid down by a 
native of the Danish Island of Fyen, known as Claudia* 
Clavus, or Cimbricus, who undertook the task for and 



May 3, 1883] 


NATURE 


15 


at the instigation of the learned Cardinal, Gulielmus 
Filiastrus. Claudius 1 map, which is brightly coloured, and 
well supplied with the names and geographical determi¬ 
nations of places, ends at 74° N. lat,and begins at 5$° N. 
lat., in which meridian a line is drawn through England, 
Holsatia (Holstein), and Pomerania, thus talcing in the 
whole of the Baltic, whose islands and shores from the 
then Danish province of Halland,in Scandinavia, to the Gulf 
of Finland, are laid down with a fair amount of accuracy. 
In the far west we see Grtmlandia, while on the shores of 
the Arctic Sea, named here tenebrosum mare,” we have 
at the very north of Scandinavia “ Engrtfnuelandi,” which 
would appear to have been an old designation of part of 
Finmark, and possibly the region from which Gronland 
derived its name. 

In all respects the chart drawn by C. Clavus in 1427 is 
so far superior to the Donis map, printed at Ulm in 1482, 
which had formed the basis of Bordone’s, and many 
other later maps, that, as NordenskjOld points out, it must 
have been based on independent sources derived from 
the actual experience of seafaring observers. As, more¬ 
over, the Zeno map corresponds far more closely with the 
Clavus than with the Donis chart, with whose errors of 
position and distortions of outline it has little or nothing 
m common, there is not the slightest ground for asserting 
that the Benedictine monk, Nicolaus Donis, whose atlas 
is a mere copy of drawings to be found in the medieval 
manuscripts of Ptolemy, was the authority from whom 
the younger Zeno derived his acquaintance with the far 
north, in which he included East Greenland and North- 
West America* We have no space to enter more fully 
into the interesting details with which Baron von Norden- 
skjtild supports his argument in favour of the authenticity 
of the Zeni narrative. But in conclusion we must draw 
attention to the success and ingenuity with which he has 
shown, that the often-sought-for and much-talked-of 
manuscript map of the north, which Admiral Zahrtmann 
saw in the University Library at Copenhagen, and de¬ 
clared to be the undoubted original from which Zeno’s 
tnap bad been derived, was simply a copy of Donis’s 
chart This fact he has so conclusively established, that 
henceforth Zahrtmann’s charge against Zeno the younger 
must be considered to have lost one of its strongest sup¬ 
ports ; while future commentators on the Zeni voyages 
need no longer scour the libraries of Northern Europe in 
truest of a phantom map, whose disappearance soon after 

had been seen by Zahrtmann has largely contributed to 
the tardy solution of the Zeno mystery. 


NOTES 

The following awards will be made at the anniversary meeting 
of the Royal Geographical Society on the 28th inst. ;—Founder’s 
Medal to Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker, F.R.S., for his eminent 
services to scientific geography, extending through a long series 
of years and over a large portion of the globe, while engaged in 
voyages in the Antarctic and Australian Sea*, and journeys in 
India and the Himalaya, in Morocco, and in the United States 
of America; and more especially for his long-continued re¬ 
searches in botanical geography, which have thrown light on the 
form of the land in prehistoric times, and on the causes of the 
present distribution of the various forms of vegetable life on the 
Oarth. Patron’s Medal to E, Col borne Baber, Chinese Secretary of 
Legation, Peking, in recognition of the great value of his scien¬ 
tific work, chiefly geographical, during many exploratory journeys 
in the interior of China ; and for his reports of these journeys, 
drawn up with admirable skill, accuracy, and completeness, 
which he presented to the Society, and which have been pub¬ 
lished, together with route maps engraved from his own finished 
drawings, the first part of the " Supplementary Papers.” The 
Murchison Grant for 1883 to Wen* Deans Cowan for his extensive 
Mrv^jr* in the Tanak, Betsileo, and Bara provinces of Central 


Madagascar, an account'of which was read by him to the Society 
in June, 1882, and published in the September number of the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the same year; also as an encouragement to him in 
the new journey of exploration he is about to undertake in 
Western Madagascar. The Back Grant for 1883 to the Abb<$ 
Petitot for his geographical and ethnographical researches in 
the region of the great lakes of the Arctic basin, between Great 
Slave Lake and the Polar Sea, and his map of the basin of the 
Mackenzie. The Cuthbert Peek Grant for 1883 to F. C. Selous 
in acknowledgment of the valne of his geographical researches 
in South Central Africa, including a journey in 1877 through 
the Manica country, north of the Zambesi, an examination oi 
the hydrographical system of the Chobe, and two journeys by 
previously untrodden routes through Mashonoland, carefully 
prepared maps of which he communicated to the Society ; also 
as an encouragement to him in the further researches in geography 
and natural history he has undertaken in the same region. The 
following will be elected as honorary corresponding members : 
Duca di Sermoncta (Prince Teano), president of the Italian 
Geographical Society, and of the International Geographical 
Congress at Venice, 1881 ; Dr. Schweinfurth, the eminent 
African traveller, now resident at Cairo; Edwin R. Heath, 
M.D., the explorer of the Beni River, South America, now 
residing at Wyandotte, Kansas, United States. 

The annual soirie of the Royal Society was held on the 25th 
ult, in the aosence of the President, on account of indisposition. 
Among the recent scientific work illustrated was a photograph ot 
the nebula in Orion, exhibited by Mr. A. A. Common, which is 
certainly one of the most interesting astronomical photographs 
which has ever been taken. We may also mention an interesting 
exhibit by Mr. W. Galbway, exemplifying the effects of coal- 
dust in colliery explosions, and 11 The Firedamp Cap,” a phe¬ 
nomenon seen in mines. The only other exhibit of real general 
interest were some garlands from the tombs of Rame fi es II. and 
other kings, whose mummies were recently found at Thebes. 
Many of our readers have doubtless seen them in Egypt at the 
famous Boolak Museum, but those who have not done so must 
thank Dr. Schweinfurth for sending them over to Sir Joseph 
Hooker, and Sir Joseph Hooker for exhibiting them. These 
garlands are chiefly formed of leaves of Mimusops Schimperi , 
and petals of Nympkoca ccerulca and Lotus sewn together with 
fibres of date-leaf; others of the leaves of Salix safraf with 
pods and flowers of Acacia NUotica, Scsbania Egyptiaca, and 
Cartkamus Unct<rrius, and petals of A he a ficifolia. 

Dr. Hans Gadow has been appointed to the Strickland 
Curatorsbip in the University of Cambridge, vacated by the 
resignation of Mr. Salvin, F.R.S. Dr. Gadow began his bio¬ 
logical studies under the late Prof. Peters in the University pf 
Berlin, but graduated at Jena, whence he proceeded to Heidel¬ 
berg, and worked there under Prof. Gegenbaur. Coming to 
England about two years ago, he was engaged, at the suggestion 
of Dr. Gunther, by the Trustees of the British Museum to deter 
mine the specimens to be included in volumes viii. and ix. of 
their collection. The product of his labours in this direction is 
still ia the press, but his contributions to the Journal fiir Omi- 
thobgie, the Proceedings of the Zoological Society, and other scien¬ 
tific journals, show him to be one of the most promising of the 
ri ing generation of ornithologists. In October last Dr. Gadow 
was appointed to deliver a course of lectures on the Morphology 
of the Vertebrata in the University of Cambridge, which has 
given much satisfaction to all concerned. 

We regret to announce the death of Dr. Wilhelm Peters, 
Professor of Zoology at Berlin University, and Director of the 
Zoological Museum of that city. He died on April 20, aged 
sixty-seven, The death is also announced of l)r. Gustav 
Radicke, Professor of Mathematics at Bonn University. He 
died at Bonn on April xS, in his seventy-third year. 
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The President of the Parkes Museum, II.R.Il, the Duke of 
Albany, has fixed Saturday, May 2 6, for the opening of the Museum 
in its new premises, 74A, Margaret Street, W. The central position 
of the new premises will make the Museum more useful than it 
has hitherto been to professional men, owners of property, em¬ 
ployers of labour, artisans and others, both men and women ; 
and in order that the benefits of the Museum may be extended to 
all classes, it will be open daily between the hours of ten and 
seven, during which hours admission will be free, from five to 
seven and from two to nine on Mondays and Saturdays; while 
free adnmrion to the library and reading-room may always be 
had on the recommendation of a member. 

The honour of a baronetcy has been conferred upon Mr. 
Spencer Wells. 

Messrs. Macmillan and Co. are about to publish “Ele¬ 
mentary Lessons in Practical Physics," by Prof. Balfour Stewart 
and Mr. Gee, Demonstrator in the Physical Laboratory at 
Owens College, Manchester. 

The Indian Pioneer states that a member of the Alpine Club, 
attended by an experienced Swiss guide, bn left Darjeeling, for 
the purpose of attempting the highest possible accent of the 
K inch in j unger. The task will be a hard one, especially as the 
difficulties to be overcome are in many respects altogether 
different from those encountered in Switzerland. 

A TORNADO of wide range and great force swept over the 
states of Mississippi, Georgia, and South Carolina on Sunday 
week, killing large numbers of people and injuring many more, 
and destroying hundreds of buildings. The first place struck is 
stated to have been Georgetown, Mississippi. The tornado is 
said to have cut a path 1000 yards wide through a swamp in 
Barnwell county, South Carolina, felling the timber as neatly a s 
if it had been cut to form a highway. 

The diary of the Marquis Tseng, Chinese Minister in London, 
to which attention has been already drawn in the Pall Mall 
Ga%ett«, contains one or two passages which will be of especial 
interest to readers of Nature, His Excellency is in favour of 
the acquisition of a knowledge of foreign languages by Chinese 
youth ; he thinks that, “if young people with good vocal organs 
were made to apply themselves, during the intervals of school 
duties, to the study of a foreign language, they could gain a 
fluent knowledge of it in four or five year*.” The sudden with¬ 
drawal of the Chinese educational mission in the United States 
a year ago was the subject of much astonishment abroad, but 
the Envoy* s views on the subject before the mission was de¬ 
spatched in the first instance, will explain the mystery. “The 
result of sending boys who had not studied their own classics to 
devote themselves exclusively to the acquisition of Western 
knowledge in a country like America, where there was no 
distinction of classes, would be simply to contribute so many 
citizens to the United States, and to furnish the foreign firms at 
the Treaty Ports with compradores and interpreters,” The 
advantages derived by the youths in America were far less than 
the successes of the pupils at the Foreign College in Peking and 
the schools at Shanghai and Foochow. A Mr. Chang, whom the 
envoy met in Shanghai, and whose opinion he seems to have 
valued highly, suggested the establishment at Government 
expense of a Chinese school for foreigners, where a knowledge 
of the Chinese language and literature might be attained, The 
students, he hoped, would translate fpreign books for diffusion 
in China. In addition translations of the educational curriculum 
used in schools and colleges in the West should be made, and 
schools where young Chinese might be trained u upon the system 
practised in olden times, with a slight admixture of foreign 
methods,* 1 should be established, “Education," Mr, Chang 
says “is the basis of State administration, and its success is 
essential to the establishment of [proper government." Marquis 


Tseng docs not precisely claim that China in times past had; 
steamers and steam engines, ahhnugh his language at first sight 
seems capable of such interpretation; he says, however, that 
China had no lack of mechanical appliances until her material 
prosperity declined, when her people fell into idle and thrift(e*& 
habits, and the mechanical art was lost in transmission. He 
prophecies that the day will arrive here as it has In China, “ when 
Western workcraft, now so deft, will grow inept, and Western 
ingenuity give way to homelike simplicity. The fact is," he 
concludes, “the earth's productions being limited, are not 
sufficient to provide for the manifold wants of its countless 
people, and deterioration is one of nature’s law-t." Ilis Excel¬ 
lency is clearly a man of remarkable shrewdness and capacity; 
let us hope that to his other gifts he does not add that of 
prophecy. 

The North China Herald reports that Dr. Bretschneider, the 
physician to the Russian Mission in Peking, and one of the 
ablest and most industrious students of China, is about to leave 
that country for ever. Dr. Bretschneider is, we believe, chiefly 
a botanist, and a few months ago we noticed an elaborate paper 
of his on Chinese botanical knowledge ; but he has laboured in 
many other fields of research. One of his best known works is 
a pamphlet on the Early Chinese Travellers in Central Asia, 
which was published a few years ago. The same journal states 
that this gentleman, although he has already published much, is 
reserving his magnum opus until his return to Europe. The 
great advantage of sinologues working in China and Chinese 
literature on the subjects of which they ore otherwise masters is 
obvious. Thus a botanist, with a knowledge of Chinese, will 
clearly work to greater advantage on Chinese knowledge of 
botany, the flora of China, and similar subjects, than he wilt in 
any other subject, ot than a non-botanical Chinese scholar can 
do. Dr. Bretschneider seems during his long residence in China 
to have recognised this, and certainly in his hands the already 
great scientific reputation of the Russians in Peking has not 

suffered. 

* 

The work of education in Hong Kong would appear to be 
conducted under some curious difficulties. Dr. Eitel, the 
Inspector of Schools, in his last report mentions that he noticed 
several cases in which Chinese girls, living at a great distance 
from school, and having to traverse on their way to and fit) the 
most crowded portion of the town, were dressed like boys, and 
attended the girls’ schools all through the year in boys’ dresses. 
This was owing to the prevalence of the practice of kidnapping 
girls, and the curious change of dress was adopted to deceive 
the kidnappers. 

We notice in M. Bunge's review of “European literature 
in Chemical Technology,” published in the Journal of the 
Russian Chemical Society, the appearance of an elaborate Russian 
work, by M. Radivanovsky, on “Gunpowder, Pyroxyline, 
Dynamite, and other Explosives," in two large volumes, one of 
which is devoted to theory, and the other to practice, M* Bunge 
considers it as decidedly the best work on the subject in Europe 
for its completeness and lucidity of exposition. 

M. Yagu, of the Russian Physical Society, while making 
experiments with a new parachute-hydromotor on the Nwa, 
came to the unexpected result that the velocity of the current in 
this river is only half the rate in winter that it is during the 
summer. It is supposed that this retardation depends upon 
accumulations of ice at the outflow of the Neva from Lake 
Ladoga, which accumulations diminish the section of the 
channel. 

M. Pompeieu has made, before an immense crowd, two sue* 
ceitful ascents with an elongated balloon (measurement ijoo 
cubic metres, elongation 1 to 3t). On both occasions the 

1 
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descent was very well executed, although the balloon was partly 
empty* having ascended to an altitude of 1200 metres. Four 
persons were on board. In the second ascent M. Pompeieu ob¬ 
tained a movement of his aerial craft in the required direction by 
only moving his rudder. This circumstance is accounted for by 
the balloon progressing with a less velocity than the wind, owing 
to iti elongation. 

The French Military Engineers have suggested a scheme for 
extending the area of Paris by suppressing the old fortifications, 
which cover 2000 acres, and could be sold for building-ground. 
The proposal is simply to connect the several forts built by 
I.ouis Philippe by a trench sufficient to prevent a sudden attack. 
This new line of defence would utilise the Seine and Marne as a 
defensive work. The total area of Paris would then be too 
square miles instead of 30, as at present. 

The Anniversary Meeting of the Zoological Society was held 
on April 30, Prof. W. H, Flower, LL.D., F.R.S,, President, 
in the chair. The Report of the Council on the proceedings of 
the Society during the year 1882 was read by Mr. I\ I,. Sclater, 
F.R.S., the Secretary of the Society. The Report staled that 
the number of Fellows on December 31, 1882, was 3213, the 
same as at the corresponding period in 188f. The total receipts 
for 1882 had amounted to 34,270/., against 25,810/. for 1881. 
The ordinary expenditure for 1882 had been 26,109/., against 
24,6$!/. for 1881, and the extraordinary expenditure 3266/., 
against 1036/. for the preceding year; besides which the sum of 
loool. had been devoted to the repayment of part of the 
mortgage debt due on the Society's freehold premises, which had 
been thus reduced to 5000/. The balance carried forward for 
the benefit of the present year was 3891/. The most important 
work undertaken in the Gardens during the past year had been 
the new Reptile House, a site for which, in the south-eastern 
corner of the Gardens, had been selected some time since. The 
building was stated to be 120 feet long, by 60 feet in w idth. 
Fixed cages for the pythons and larger reptiles would occupy 
three sides, while the south front was reserved for small 
movable cases. A large oval tank for crocodiles and two smaller 
ones for water tortoises would be placed in the centre of the 
building, which it was hoped would be ready for opening in July 
or August next. The visitors to the Society’s Gardens in 1882 
had been 849, 776, "against 648,694 in 1881, the number having 
been unusually augmented by the excitement caused at the 
removal of the large African elephant, **Jumbo," in the 
beginning of the year. The number of animals in the Society’s 
Collection on December 31 last was 2355, of which 750 were 
mammals 1364 birds, and 241 reptiles. The usual ballot 
having been taken, it was announced that Prof. Bush, F.R.S., 
Major-General Henry Clerk, U.A., F.R.S., the Hon. J. S. 
Gathorne-Hardy, Mr. Arthur Grote, and Lord Walsingham, 
had been elected into the Council in place of the retiring 
Members, and that Prof, W. H. Flower, LL.D., F.R.S., hod 
been reelected President, Mr. Charles Drummond, Treasurer, 
and Mr. Philip Lufley Sclater, M.A*, Ph,D., F.R.S., Secretary 
to the Society for the ensuing year. The meeting terminated 
with the usual vote of thanks to the Chairman, in returning 
thanks for which Prof. Flower called attention to the loss the 
Society had suffered by the death of two distinguished Foreign 
Members (Prof. Trosdhel and Dr. W. Peters), and more recently 
by the death of the accomplished Prosector, Mr. W. A. Forbes, 
at the early age ot twenty-eight years* 

The Sunday Society opened the Suffolk Street Galleries on 
Suhdny |or four hours to persons who bad previously written for 
ticket*. The number of visitors was 1695 two to four 
thew were 495* and from six to eight the attendance was 1200). 
ftttrfegtfce evening a meeting was held in the large gallery, Mr* 
M. Judge in the chair. On the motion of Mr, Hastings 
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Sands, seconded by Mr. Hobson J. Scott, a petition in support 
of Lord Dun raven’s resolution was unanimously passed. The 
annual meeting of the Society will be held on Saturday at the 
Princes' Hall, Piccadilly. 

The Charing Cross and Waterloo Electric Railway Bill has 
been withdrawn fir the present session. 

On April 8, at 9 p.m„ an earthquake was observed in Fin¬ 
land, where this phenomenon is extremely rare. At Nykarleby 
the shocks were rather severe, and were accompanied by a sub¬ 
terranean rattling and rumbling noise ; their direction was from 
S.W. to N.E. At Wasa the ground oscillated to an alarming 
extent. At Yiterjeppo even the houses were shaken to their 
foundations and their downfall was feared ; the ;-ame intensity in 
the shocks was observed on the “domaine” of Back. 

Mr. R. Mbloola writes to say that an error has inadvertently 
crept into his address, referred to in last week's Nature (p. 615). 
The remark quoted was not made with reference to Mr. Wallace's 
paper, published by the Linnean Society in August, 1858, but 
with reference to his first paper, 44 On the Law which has Regu¬ 
lated the Introduction of New Species,” published in th e Annals 
and Magazine of Natural History for September, 1855. This 
mistake, however, does not affect the general tenor of our 
paragraph. 

A paper issued by the Isthmus of Corinth Canal Company 
slates that the explosions of the mines will be made with an 
electric machine moved by hand and Leyden jar. The total 
weight of dynamite required will amount to 2,500,000 pounds. 
The work is expected to last four years, and to cost about 
1,100,000/. The canal will be 6300 metres in length, 22 in 
breadth, and 8 in depth. 

The Rev. James Stbree has issued in a separate form his in¬ 
structive paper on Malagasy Place-Names, which originally 
appeared in the Journal of the R>yal Asiatic Society. 

Dr. UunoLK KALB, the well-known author of various works on 
earthquakes and volcanoes, ha^ recently written an interesting 
liitlc book entitled “ Wetterbriefe," It contains reflections on 
meteorology, with special reference to the inundations of 1882, 
which the author considers to be periodical. The book, is 
published by Hartlebcn of Vienna. 

Dr. Jos. CHAVANNE'scditi »n of Adrian lUlbi's 4 ‘Allgemeine 
Erdbe-chreibung,” to which we have already referred some time 
ago, and which is in course of publication by Hartleben (Vienna), 
has now reached the twenty fourth part, It will be completed in 
forty-five parts. 

The illustration of the 44 Lion at Rest,” lent to us by our 
Paris contemporary. La Nature, which appeared in our issue of 
April 19, wa*, we are now informed, engraved from a photograph 
by Mr. Thomas James Dixon, the copyright of which belongs to 
Mr. Henry Dixon, of 112. Albany Street, Regent's Park* 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Macaque Monkey [Macacus cynomolgus > 
from India, presented by Mr. H. G. Wainwright; a Leopard 
(Frfis pardns 4 ) from East Africa, presented by Capt. Percy 
Lux more, R.N., C.B. ; a Brown Bear ({/rrax atcios 4 ) from 
Kamschatka, presented by Mr. C. T. Kettle well; a Ring-tailed 
Conti {Nasua rufd) from South America, presented by Mr. 
Dudley Sheridan; a Common Badger (Afrfrr taxus), British, 
presented by Mr. J. Snowden Henry, F.Z.S. ; a Woodcock 
{Scolopax rusticola\ British, presented by Capt. Nicholis; two 
Edible Snxils {Helix psmatin) from Cheltenham, presented by 
Lieut.-CoL C. S. Sturt, C.M.Z.S. ; an Ashy-black Macaque 
(Maeacrn ccreatus) from the East Indies, a Senegal Parrot 
[PtBocepkaJus stnegoiensis) from West Africa, deposited ; a Great 
Anteater {ftfyrmtfophaga jubata) from Brasil^ a Common Sparrow 
Hawk {AcHpiter trims), British, purchased* 
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CHEMICAL NOTES 

That the statement of # the ‘‘law of isomorphism” given by 
Mitscherlich is not applicable to all cases of isomorphous salts 
has been reco^nisea for some time. M. Klein has recently 
described certain pairs of salts which crystallise in identical 
forms, but are not of similar chemical composition ; thus lungdo- 
boric acid, 9WO a . B a O a . 2H a O, is isomorphous with stlico- 
tungstic acid, I2\V0 S . SiO B . 4H a O. M, Klein proposes to 
state the law of isomorphism in the following terms :—” iso¬ 
morphous bodies have either similar chemical composition, or 
exhibit only small differences in percentage composition ; they 
contain cither a common group of elements, or groups of ele¬ 
ment? of identical chemical formation which form by far the 
greater part of their weight” ( Compt. Rend. xcv. 781). 

The rare metal thorium has been obtained in some quantity 
and in a pure Tate by Nilsm. The properties of this metal are 
described in Compt. Rend. xcv. 727 et seq. : the sp. gr, is 11, 
and the atomic weight 232*36. 

F. M. R ADULT {Compt. Rend, xcv, 1030) has studied the re¬ 
duction of freezing-point of a liquid caused by the solution in it 
of a solid substance. He concludes that a molecule of any 
compound dissolved in loo molecules of any liquid of a different 
nature lowers the freezing-point of the liquid hy a nearly 
con'taut amount (about o°*62). This law, he asserts, is general 
if It is admitted that physical molecules may be composed of 
two, and in some few ca^es of three chemical molecules. 

Wroblewski (whose experiments have been already referred 
to in these notes) states [Ann. Rhys. Chem . [2), xix. 103) that it 
a little water is introduced into a tube containing CO # , the 
whole cooled to 0% the pressure increased till the COj liquefies, 
and then suddenly released, care being taken that the pressure 
does not fall below 12*3 atmospheres, a thin opaque solid forms 
on the surface of the water, which Kolid is a definite hydrate of 
carbon dioxide. Further experiments are detailed, showing 
that the probable formula of this hydrate is CO a 8H a O. 

M. Spring continues his investigation on the influence of 
great pressure on chemical action ( Berichte, xvi. 324). He has 
succeeded iu preparing definite arsenides of zinc, lead, tin, 
cadmium, copper, and sitver, 

A new method for preparing the paraffins (C h Ha n + l ) has 
been found by Herr Kohnlein, a student in l J rof! Lothar 
Meyer’s laboratory at Tubingen ; the method consists in heating 
together pure dry aluminium chloride and the normal iodide of 
the paraffin radicle required ; eg. AlCl a and C 8 H 7 l yield pure 
C 8 H 8 i AlClj and C*H S I yield pure C,H a , &c. 

After having published his important work on the etherisa¬ 
tion of alcohols, Prof. Menshutkin now publishes in the Journal 
of the Russian Chemical Society a new paper on the methods of 
qualitative determination of aniline and analogous bases which 
have no alkaline reaction, as well as of trietbylamiire and 
similar bases, and of ammonia. All the'e methods are a 
generalisation of the method of alkalimetry, and the discovery of 
them has afforded the author the possibility of studying the 
classic reaction of the permutHtion of bases in solutions of their 
neutral salts. This last is the subject of his first paper. The 
reaction being made under the most simple unvarying physical 
conditions, M. Menshutkin begins with the study of complete 
permutations, and shows that the theory of Berthollet as to the 
influence of the chemical mass is not true with regard to aniline, 
which is completely substituted in salts by bases whose tempera¬ 
ture of combination with hydrochloric acid is greater than for 
aniline; the same is true with regard to trlethylamiiie, which is 
also substituted completely, notwithstanding the increase of its 
chemical mass, and to ammonia. These researches have led 
the author to a new method of titration by means of the alco- 
holate of barium, and to a means of .studying the formation and 
dissociation of acetylamlide, as well as of the amides. 


ON THE SUPPOSED PRE-CAMBRIAN ROCKS 
OF ST DAVIDS 1 

'TTIE author began by briefly narrating the circumstances 
A under which he had been led to study the geology of St. 
David’s. He had visited the district twice—first in company 

1 Abstract of a paper read at the Geological Society by Archibald Gelkie, 
F.R.S. 


with Mr. B. N. Peach, with whose cooperation nearly all the 
field work was done, and again in conjunction with Mr. W. 
Topley, The paper was divided into two parts, the first being 
mainly controversial, and the second descriptive. 

According to Dr. Hicks, there are at St. David’s three dis¬ 
tinct pre-Cambrian formations ; the “ Dimetian,” consisting of 
crystalline, gneissic, and granitoid rocks; the “ Arvonian,” 
formed of feUites, quartz-porphyries, hiillefUntas, and other 
highly-silica ted rocks; and the “Pebidian,” composed of tuffs 
volcanic breccias, and basic lavas. He regards the 11 Arvonian ” 
as later than and unconformable to the “ Dimetian,” and the 
*■ Pcbidian " aa younger than, and nnconformableto both ; and he 
asserts that the basement conglomerate of the Cambrian system 
lies quite unconformably on all these rocks, and is in great part 
made up out of their waTe. 

Taking up each of these groups in the order of sequence 
assigned to them, the author maintained that the “Dimetian 
group” is an eruptive granite, which has disrupted and altered 
the Cambrian strata, even above the horizon of the supposed 
basal conglomerate. He described a series of natural sections 
where this relation is exposed, particularly one on the coast at 
Ogof-Uesugn, where the conglomerate has been torn off and 
involved in the granite, and has been intensely indurated, so as 
to become a kind of pebbly quartzite. No other rock occurs 
within the granite ma?s except dykes of diabase, which rise 
through all the rocks of the district, but are especially abundant 
in the granite. The veins of finer granite, so general in granite 
areas are conspicuous here. In short, whether studied in hand 
specimens or on the ground, the rock is so unmistakably an 
eruptive mass that the author could not understand how this 
view, which was that expressed on the Geological Survey raaj>$, 
should ever have been called in question. The manner in which 
it has risen across the bedding of successive horizons in the 
Cambrian scries proves thaq instead of being a pre-Cambrian 
gneiss it must be much younger than all the Cambrian rocks of 
Bie district. 

The ** Arvonian group” consists of quartzifermn porphyries, 
or eivans, associated with the granite, and of the metamorphosed 
strata in their vicinity. Reference was made to natural sections 
where the actual intrusion of the elvans across the bedding of 
the rocks could be seen. 

The “Pebidian group” comprises a series of volcanic tuffs 
and breccias, with in ter stratified and intrusive lavas. The author 
maintained that this group forms an integral part of the 
Cambrian system as developed at St. David’s. It has been 
broken through by the granite and porphyries, and is therefore 
of older date. Instead of being covered unconformably by the 
Cambrian conglomerate, as asserted by Dr. Hicks, the volcanic 
group is overlain quite conformably by that rock ; and seams of 
tuff are interstratified with the conglomerate and occur on various 
horizons above it. The conglomerate, instead of being mainly 
composed of fragments of the rocks beneath it, consists almost 
entirely of quartz and quartzite, only 4 per cent, of fragments 
having been found to have been derived from some of the pro¬ 
jecting lava islands underneath it. 

From the evidence now brought forward, the author contended 
that as the names “Dimetian,” “ Arvouian,” and “Pebidian” 
had been founded on error of observation, they ought to be 
dropped oat of geological literature. 

In the second part of his paper the author gave the results of 
the survey which he had made of the district with Messrs. Peach 
and Topley, and of his study of a series of more than 100 thin 
slices of the rocks collected at St. David’s. He found that he 
could corroborate generally the descriptions of previous writers 
on the microscopic structure of the rocks, and that investigation 
with the microscope amply confirmed the deductions he had 
drawn from observations in the field. 

K. Order of Succession of tbs Rocks .—The following rock- 
groups in the Lower Cambrian series are recognisable at St, 
David’s, and are given in descending order:— 

4. Purple and greenish grits, sandstones, and shales, 

3. Green and red shales and sandstones, with thin tuffs 
(Linguistla primava ), 

2. Quartz conglomerate. 

1. Volcanic group (tuffs, schists, lavas). 

The volcanic group forms the oldest part of the Cambrian 
series at this locality. The bottom is not reached, but about 
1800 feet are visible. It consists mainly of purplish-red, green, 
grey, and pole tuffs, with occasional breccias and bands of 
olivine-diabase. Analyses of some of these rocks had been 



May 3- 1883] 


NATURE 


19 


made for the author by M. Renard of Brussels, and Mr. J. S. 
Grant Wilson of the Geological Survey of Scotland. The tuffs 
are portly basic, derived from the disruption of diabase lavas 
{48 per cent of silica), partly acid, from the destruction of 
felsites {73 to 80 per cent, of silica). The microscopic structure 
of the tuffs was described, and slides and drawings were ex¬ 
hibited. The lavas are varieties of olivine-diabase. Their augite 
is remarkably abundant and fresh, and they contain scattered 
larger well-formed, as well as imperfect, crystals of olivine, gene¬ 
rally in the form of hiematitic pseudomorphs. No instance was 
observed of a siliceous lava having been erupted at the surface. 
The felsitic fragments in the tuffs must have been derived from 
the explosion of lavas that do not seem to have flowed out above 
ground. It was pointed out that this fact is exactly paralleled 
in the case of the volcanic group.of the Lower Old Red Sand¬ 
stone in the Pentlaud Hills. 

In relation to the quartz-conglomerate, allusion was made to 
the constant recurrence of such conglomerates in the series of 
geological formations, and to the fact that they do not neces¬ 
sarily mark unconformability or the natural base of groups of 
sedimentary rocks, 

3 . Geological Structure of the District. —It uas shown that 
the rocks have l>een folded into an isocline or inverted anticline, 
so that in one-half of the plication the dip of the strata is 
reversed. 

The groups above mentioned are found in their proper order 
on both sides of the axis which runs through the volcanic group. 
The granite has risen irregularly through (he eastern limh of the 
isocline. Small faults may occur here and there along the edge 
of the granite, but they do not in any way affect the general 
structure. 

3. The Foliation of the District. —There has been extensively 
developed at St. David's a fine foliation of particular kinds ol 
rock, more especially of certain fine tuffs and shales, which have 
parsed into the condition of fine silky unctuous hydro-micn-schists 
or aeririte-schists. A series of microscopic slices was described, 
which showed that the original clastic structure of the beds 
reaming quite distinct, though an abundant development of fine 
flake* of a hydrous mica has taken place. This structure more 
particularly characterises the tine parts of the volcanic group, 
but it occurs also on various horizons in the groups above the 
conglomerate, thus linking the whole as one great continuous 
series of dcjiosits. The author connected it with the plication 
of the district, and pointed out the great interest a taching to 
these fine schistose bands as revealing some of the incipient 
Hages of the same process that had changed wide regions of 
sedimentary strata into crystnlline schists. 

4. The Granite, Quartz-Porphyries, and accompanying Meta - 
morphism, —The petrogrnphical characters of the^e eruptive 
rocks were described, and their perfect analogy to the familiar 
granites and elvans of other districts was pointed out. Speci¬ 
mens were shown illustrating the gradation from a true granite 
into spherulitic qu-irtzp trphyry, The quartz-porphyries of St. 
Davias (described by Mr. Davies, Dr. Hicks and others) exhibit 
spherulitic structure in an exceptionally perfect manner. Between 
the frlso-spherulites the Iwise is thoroughly micro-crystalline and 
not felsitic. The rocks l>elong to a group intermediate between 
granites aud febsiteB. They occur in bosses, elvans, or dykes 
round the granite, cutting through all horizons of the volcanic 
gn,up, and approaching, if they do not actually intersect, the 
quartz-conglomerate. The metaroorphism associated with the 
granites and porphyries is best seen near the latter. It consists 
chiefly in the intense induration of certain bands of rock which 
have been converted into flinty aggregates (adinole). The altera¬ 
tion lakes place usually along the bedding, which is nearly 
vertical; but veins of the same siliceous material ramify across 
the'stratification of the shales. Examined microscopically, the 
adinole is found to have acquired a micro-crystalline structure, 
nests of quartz and orthoclase and porphyritic crystals of planio- 
close having been developed, together with fine veins and fila¬ 
ments of crystalline quartz. These veins are here and there 
crowded with approximately parallel partitions of liquid inclu¬ 
sions showing freely moving bubbles. An analysis of a portion 
of the adinole, made for the author by M. Keuard, shows the 
percentage of silica to be 78*62 with 5*80 of soda, indicating 
pos-ibly the formation of albite. The author deferred genera- 
U*h*g on the question of the meUmOrphism he described, but 
pointed out that a further study of the St David's rocks could 
fa w^r faU to throw important light on the theory of meta- 


5, The Diabase Dykes and Sheets ,—These are the latest rocks 
at St. David’s, as they traverse all the others. Their macro¬ 
scopic and microscopic characters were described, and allusion 
was made to the perfect fluxion-structure found in many of the 
dykes. 

The paper closed with a summary of the geological history of 
St. David’*. The earliest records are those of the volcanic 
group, which show the existence of volcanic vents in that region 
in an early part of the Lower Cambrian period. The volcanic 
accumulations were covered conformably by the conglomerate 
and succeeding Cambrian groups; but the same kina of tuffs 
continued to be ejected after the deposition of the conglomerate. 
At a later time this thick conformable succession of beds was 
plicated, and underwent a partial metamorpbRro, whereby some 
of the fine tuffs and shales were converted into scricite-schists. 
Subsequently a mass of granite rose through one side of the fold, 
accompanied by elvans of spherulitic quartz-porphyry, whereby 
a second, different, and feebler kind of metamorphism was 
induced. The last episode wa% that of the diabase dykes, which, 
crowded together in the granite, sifggest that the granite boss 
stands on an old line of weakness and of escape for eruptive 
material from the interior. 

As the conclusions drawn by the author from his study of the 
microscopic structure of the rocks of St. David’s had been called 
in question at the reading of the first part of the paper, he took 
an opportunity before the reading of the second part to submit 
a series of typical sjxicimens and microscopic slides to Professors 
7 /trUel of Leipzig, Renard of Brussels, ar.d Wichmann of Utrecht. 
These observers amply sustained his deductions. M, Renard 
came from Brussels to be present at the reading of the second 
port, and in the course of the discussion stated that Professors 
kirkel, Wichmann, and himself had arrived at the following 
conclusions regarding the rocks of St. David’s :— 

I. The so-called “ Dimctian” rock of St. David's is unques¬ 
tionably a true grinite. 2. The quartz-porphyries are just such 
rocks as might be expected to occur as apophyses of the granite, 
and the specimens from Bryn-y-Gam, Rock House, and St. 
David’s left no doubt on their minds that such is really their 
origin. They cannot be confounded with rhyolitic lava*. 3. 
The conglomerate from the granite contact show* secondary 
quartz between its pebbles. 4. The bands of fine tuff found 
intercalated with, and on various horizons above, the con- 

?;lomerate, consist of true tuff, and cannot have been derived 
rom the mere superficial waste of older volcanic rocks. 5. Fine 
foliation is well developed among the strata above the con¬ 
glomerate as well as in the volcanic group below. 


SOLAR PHYSICS' 

'T'HK lecturer introduced his subject by drawing attention to the 

* circumstance that the idea of the sun being an exceedingly hot 
body was of very modern date, that i>oth ancient and modern 
writers up to the early portion of the present century attributed to 
him a glorious and supernatural faculty of endowing us with light 
and heat of the degree necessary for our wellbeing, whilst even 
Sir William Herschel had attempted to find an explanation to 
account for his idea that the body of the sun might be at a low 
temperature, and inhabitable by beings similar to ourselves, 
which he did in surrounding the inhabitable surface by a non¬ 
conducting atmosphere—the penumbra—to separate it from the 
scorching influence of the exterior photosphere. 

It was not till the views of Kant, the philosopher, had been 
developed by Laplace, the astronomer, in his famous “M<i~ 
canique Celeste,” that the view gained ground that our central 
orb was a mass of matter in a state of incandescence, represent¬ 
ing such on enormous aggregate as to continue radiation into 
space for on almost indefinite period of time. 

The lecturer illustrated by means of a diagram the fact that of 
all the heat radiated away from the sun only 1/2,250,000,000 
part could fall upon the surface of our earth, vegetation and 
force of every kind being attributable to this radiation, whilst all 
but this fractional proportion apparently went to waste. 

Recent developments of scientific research hod enabled us to 
know much more of the constitution of the sun and other 
heavenly bodies than hod formerly been possible. Comte says 
in his ” Positive Philosophy ” (Martineau's translation of 1853) 
that ** amongst the things impossible for us ever to know was 
that of telling what were the materials of which the sun was 

* Abstract of Lecture at the Royal Institution, by Sir William Siemens, 
F,ILS. k Aprils;. 
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composed ” ; but within only seven years of that time Messrs. 
Bunsen and Kirchhoff published their famous research showing 
that, by connecting the dark Fraunhofer lines of the solar 
spectrum with the bright lines observed in the spectra of various 
metals, it was possible to pr^ve the existence of those substances 
in the solar photosphere, thus laying the foundation of spectrum 
analysis, the greatest achievement of modem science. Dr. 
Huggins and others, applying this mode of research to other 
heavenly bodies, including the distant nebulae, had extended our 
chemical knowledge of them in a measure truly marvellous. 

Solar observation had thus led to an analytical method by 
which chemistry had been revolutionised, and it would be, in the 
lecturers opinion, through solar observation that we should attain 
to a much more perfect conception of the nature and effect of 
radiant energy, in its three forms of heat, light, and actinism, than 
we could as yet boast of. The imperfection of our knowledge 
in this respect was proved by the circumstance that whereas some 
astronomers and physicists, including Waterston, Secchi, and 
Ericsson, had, in following Sir Isaac Newton’s hypothesis, 
attributed to the sun a temperature of several millions of degrees 
Centigrade, others, including Pouillet and Vioairc, in fol¬ 
lowing Dulong and Petit, had fixed it below 1800° C. ; between 
these two extremes other determinations leased upon different 
assumptions had placed the solar temperature at between 6o,ooo° 
and 20,000°. 

The lecturer, having conceived a process by which solar energy 
may be thought self-sustaining, had felt much interested for 
some years in the question of solar temperature. If the tem¬ 
perature of the solar photosphere should exceed 3000 s C., com¬ 
bustion of hydrogen would be prevented by the law of dissocia¬ 
tion, as enunciated by Bunsen and Sainte-Claire Deville, and his 
speculative view s regarding thermal maintenance must fall to 
the gmund. To test the question he in the first place mounted 
a parabolic reflector on a heliosrat, with a view of concentrating 
solar rays within its focus, which, barring comparatively small 
losses by absorption in the atmosphere and in the metallic sub¬ 
stance of the reflector should reproduce approximately the solar 
tempeiature. By introducing a rod of carbon through a hole at 
the apex of the reflector until it reached the focus, its tip became I 
vividly luminous, producing a light comparable to electric light. 
When a gas burner was arranged in such a way that the gas 
flame played ncro>s the focal area, combustion appeared to be 
retarded but was not arrested, showing that the utmost tempera¬ 
ture attained in the focus did not exceed materially that pro 
ducible in a Deville oxyhydrogen furnace or in the lecturer’s 
regenerative gax fun ace, in which the limit of dissociation is 
also readied. 

Having thus far satisfied himself, his next step was to ascer¬ 
tain whether terrestrial sources of radiant energy were capable 
of imitating solar action in effecting the decomposition of car¬ 
bonic ncid and aqueous vapour in the leaf-cells of plants, which 
led him tn undertake a sferies of researches on electro-horticul¬ 
ture extending over three years, a subject which he had brought 
before the Royal Society and the Royal Institution two years 
ago. By these researches he had proved that the electric arc 
possessed not only all the rays necessary to plant-life, but that a 
portion of its rays (the ultra-violet) exceeded in intensity the 
effective limit, and had to be absorbed by filtration through 
clear glass, which, as Prof. Stokes had shown, produced this 
effect without inTerference with the yellow- and other luminous 
and intense heat-rays. He next endeavoured to estimate the 
solar temperature by instituting a comparison between the spectra 
due to different known luminous intensities. Starting with the 
researches of Prof. Tyndall on radiant energy, supplementing 
them by experiments of his own on electric aics of great power, 
and calling to his aid Prof, I.angley of the Alleghany Observa¬ 
tory to oroduce for him a complete spectrum of an Argand 
burner, he concluded that with the temperature of a radiant 
source the proportion of luminous rays increased in a certain 
ratio : v hereas in an Argand oil-burner only 2j per cent of the 
rays emitted were luminous, and mostly red and yellow, a bright 
as flame emitted 5 per cent., the carbon thread of an incan- 
escent electric light between 5 and 6 per cent, a small electric 
arc to per cent., and in a powerful 5000-candle electric arc as 
much as 25 per cent, of the total radiation was of the luminous 
kind. Prof. Langley, in taking his photometer and bolometer 
up the Whitley Mountain, iS.ooo feet high, }i*d proved that 
of the solar energy not more than 25 per cent, was of the 
luminous kind, and that the loss of solar energy sustained 
between our atmosphere and the sun was chiefly of the ultra¬ 


violet kind, which rays, if they penetrated our atmosphere, 
would render vegetation impossible. It was thus shown that 
the temperature or the solar photosphere could not materially 
exceed that of a powerful electric arc or indeed of the furnaces 
previously alluded to, leading him to the conclusion already 
foreshadowed by Smnte-CUire Deville and accepted by Str 
William Thomson, that the solar temperature could not exceed 
3000* C. The energy emitted from a source much exceeding 
this limit would no longer be luminous, but consist mainly or 
ultra-violet rays, rendering the sun invisible, but scorching and 
destructive of all life. 

Not satisfied with these inferential proofs, the lecturer hod 
endeavoured to establish a definite ratio between temperature 
and radiation, which formed the subject of a very recent com¬ 
munication to the Royal .Society. It consisted simply in heating 
a platinum or iridio-platinum wire, a metre long and suspended 
between binding & crews, by means of an electric current, the 
energy of which was measured by two instruments, an electro- 
dynamometer giving the current in amperes, and a galvanometer 
of high resistance giving the electromotive force between the 
same points in volts. The product of the two readings gave the 
volt-amperes or watts of energy communicated to the wire, and 
dispersed from it by radiation and convection. A reference to 
the lecturer’s paper on the Electrical Resistance Thermometer, 
which formed the Bakerian Lecture of the Royal Society in 
1871, would show that the varying electromotive force in 
volts observed on the galvanometer was a true index of the tem¬ 
perature of the wire, while being heated by the passage of the 
current; a law of increase of radiation with temperature was 
thus established experimentally up to the melting-point of 
iridio-pla inum, which when laid down in the form of a diagram 
gave very consistent results expressible by the simple formula—- 

Radiation = M /- + tyU 

M being a coefficient due to substance radiating. 

Sir William Thomson had lately shown that the total radiating 
energy from a unit of surface of the carbon of the incandescent 
lamp amounted to 1/67 part of the energy emitted from the 
same area of the solar photosphere, and taking the temperature 
of the incandescent carbon at 1800° C. (the melting-point of 
platinum which can just be heated to the same point), it follows 
in applying Sir Wilham Thomson’s deductions to the lecturer’s 
formula that the solar photosphere does not exceed 2700* C. f or, 
adding for absorption of energy between us and the sun, about 
2800° C\—a temperature already arrived at by different methods. 
The character of the curve was that Of a parabola slightly tipped 
forward, and if the ratio given by that curve held good absolutely 
beyond the melting-point of platinum iridium, it would lead to 
the conclusion that at a point exceeding 3000* C. radiation would 
become as it were explosive in its character, rendering a rise of 
temperature beyond that limit difficult to conceive. 

Clausius had proved that the temperature obtainable in a focus 
could never exceed that of the radiating surface, and Sainte- 
Claire Deville that the point of dissociation of compound 
vapours rises with the density of the vapnur atmosphere. Sup¬ 
posing interstellar space to be filled with a highly attenuated 
compound vapour, it would clearly be possible to effect its disso¬ 
ciation at any point, w here, by the concentration of solar rays, a 
focal temperature could be established, but it was argued that 
the higher temperature observable in a focal sphere was the 
result only of a greater abundance of those solar vibrations 
called rays within a limited area, the intensity of each vibration 
being the outcome of the source whence it emanated; thus, la the 
focal field of a large reflector, the end of a poker could be 
heated to the welding point, whereas in that of a small reflector 
the end of a very thin piece of wire only could be raised to the 
same temperature. If, however, a single molecule of vapour 
not associated or pressed upon by other molecules could be sent 
through the one focus or the other, dissociation in obedience to 
Deville’s law must take place irrespective of the focal area; but 
inasmuch as the single solar ray represented the same potential 
of energy as numerous rays associated in a focus, it seemed 
reasonable that it should be as capable of dealing with the 
isolated molecule as a mere accumulation of the same within a 
limited space, and must therefore possess the borne dissociating 
influence, Proceeding on these premises, the lecturer had pro¬ 
cured tubes filled with highly attenuated vapoury and had oIk 
served that an exposure of the tubes to the direct solar rays or 
to the arc of a powerful electric light affected its partial or 
entire dissociation ; the quantity of matter contained within such 
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a tube was too alight to be amenable to direct chemical test, but 
the change operated by the light could be clearly demonstrated 
by passing an electric discharge through two similar tubes, one 
of which had and the other had not been exposed to the radiant 
energy from a source of high potential. If space could be 
thought to be filled with such vapour, of which there was much 
evidence in proof, solar rotation would necessarily have the 
effect of drawing such vapour towards its polar surfaces, and 
emitting it equatorially by an action independent of solar gravity, 
and which might be likened to that of a blowing fan. When 
reaching the solar photosphere, this circulating dissociated 
vapour would, owing to its accumulated density, flash into flame, 
and could thus be made to account in great measure for the 
maintenance of solar radiation, whilst its continual dissociation 
in space would account for the continuance of solar radiation 
into space without producing any perceivable calorific effect. 

Time did not permit him to enter more fully on these subjects, 
which formed part of a solar hypothesis which he had ventured 
lately to bring forward, his main object on this occasion having 
been to elucidate the point of cardinal importance to that hypo¬ 
thesis, that of the solar temperature. 

The lecture was illustrated by several experiments, showing 
the methods by which the dependence of radiation upon temper¬ 
ature had been arrived at. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Cambridge. —Mr. H. Marshall Ward, M. A., late Scholar of 
Christ’s College, First Class in the Natural Sciences Trifxis, 
1879, Lecturer at Owens College, and Fellow of Victoria Uni¬ 
versity, has been elected Fellow of Christ’s College. 

It is proposed to appoint a Curator of the new Archaeological 
Museum at Cambridge at a stipend of 150/ a year. Valuable 
contributions towards developing the Museum iu the direction of 
ethnology have licen promised. 

In a discussion on the proposed immediate apjiointtnent of a 
Professor of Physiology, it was mentioned that enlarged class¬ 
rooms and a lecture-room, which did not exist, would be needed. 
A hope was expressed that the Professorship of Pathology 
would be filled up as soon as there was a reasonable prospect of 
sufficient appliances in the form of laboratory, &c., being pro¬ 
vided for tne Professor. 

Mr. W, N. Stockku, M.A., Fellow of Bnmenose, has been 
appointed Professor of Physics at the Royal Indian Engineering 
College, Cooper’s HtU. Mr. Stocker took a first-class in mathe¬ 
matics and also in natural science, and has been for the last eight 
years Demonstrator in the Clarendon Laboratory. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

[ournal of the Russian Chemical and Physical Society , vol. xv. 
fasc. 1.—Researches on the naphtha of Caucasus, by MM. 
BeiUtcin and Kurbatoff. The naphtha from Raknu consists 
mostly of hydrocarbons of the C n ll 9n series, identical with the 
products of hydrogenisation of the aromatic series 
That of the Tjsarskiye Kolodtsy has a different composition ; it 
contains hut little of the hydrocarbons of the series, but 

chiefly thoee of the C n H #n + g types, with a mixture of those of 
the aromatic series C u H Jn _^,. This analysis explains why the 
petroleum derived from the Bakou naphtha, although having a 
greater density together with the same volatility, bums brighter 
than the American, as also the higher qualities of the oils 
received from this naphtha. Its hydrocarbons being all liquid it 
contains but little paraffin, and the greasing oils may be cooled 
to lower temperatures, without liberating paraffin,—On the use of 
hyposulphite of ammonium, instead of the sulphide of am¬ 
monium, in qualitative analysis, by A, Orlovsky.—On the 
hydrogenisation of turpentine and cymol, by P. Orloft —Addi¬ 
tions to the theory of the action of chloride of ammonium.—On 
the evaporation of liquids, by B, Srezncwsky, being the conclu¬ 
sion of a treatise which has appeared in several preceding 
writers of the Journal, The conclusions arrived at are : the 
wfaofcy of evaporation is not constant; the velocity of evapora¬ 
tion m drops depends upon their Height, and increases as the 
height diminishes; at a height of an average size it is propor¬ 
tioned to the periphery of the basis,—An aerial calorimeter (a 
project of), by X. He^ehus. —Elementary demonstration of the 
pendulum formulae, by V, Wolkoff. 


Vol. xv. fasc. a.—On the transformation of the primary 
radical of propyl into a secondary, being a continuation of the 
researches undertaken by MM. K^kule and Schroter, on the 
tran*formatiou of bromide into isopropyl under the in¬ 
fluence of allummium bromide.—On the heat of dissolution of 
mixtures of salts, and on the principle of maximum work, by 
P. Chrustchoff.— Analysis of the mineral wAters of Slavinsk, in 
the Government ol Lublin, by M. Kondakoff, They may be 
considered ns one of the test iron mineral waters, as they con¬ 
tain the least mixture of other mineral substance; that is, 0T9 
to o*22 parts of carbonate of iron out of 3*18 to 3*38 parts of 
other silts, against 0 37 to 4*36, contained in the water of Spa, 
or o*45 t0 6*14, and 0*24 to 5*45 In those of AUwasser and 
Reinerz.—On the chloride of pyrosulphuryle, by IX Konovaloff. 
—Analysis of sulphur concretions in the fireproof clay from 
Bakbmut, by M. Kondakoff.—On the structure of nitric com¬ 
pounds of the fatty series, by M, Kissel.—On the permutations of 
bases in solutions of their neutral salts, hy Prof. Menshutkin 
(analysed elsewhere),—On the specific heat of several products 
of distillation of naphtha, by E. Kuhlin.—On a secondary pro¬ 
duct obtained during the i*reparation of allyldimethyl carbinol, 
by W. Dieff; it distilled at 165° to 185°, and its structure may 
be represented as C 9 H lfJ 0 .—On the critical temperature of 
isomeric and homologous series, by A. Nadejdine. The suppo¬ 
sition formerly made by the author as to the critical temper¬ 
ature increasing in the same proportion as the temperature 
of boiling is confirmed by experiments with a sufficient degree 
of accuracy; it would result that the functions which express 
the dependency of the critical temperature upon the molecular 
stmeture arc the ^aine as those expressing the same dependency 
of the temperature of boiling, and differ only by their constants. 
—On comets and solar radiation, by M. Schwedoff.—-Several 
conclusion* from the theorem of Cirnot, by M. Sresmewsky, 
being a confitmation of the formula of Kirchhoff ('* Uebereinen 
Satz der uiechanischen Warmetheoric ”) for the expression of the 
absorption of heat during the formation of saturated solutions, 
and a verification of it for a certain number of salt*. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

London 

Royal Society, March 8.—“Note on the Reversal oi 
Hydrogen Lines ; and on the Outburst of Hydrogen Lines when 
Water is dropped into the Arc.” By Professors Liveing and 
Dewar. 

The concentration of the radiation of hydrogen in a small 
number of spectral lines would lead us to expect that the absorp¬ 
tion of light of the same refrangibility as those lines would, at 
the temperature of incandescence, be correspondingly strong, 
and that therefore the hydrogen lines would be easily reverted. 
The mass of hydrogen which can be raised to a temperature 
high enough to show the lines i«, however, so small that, not¬ 
withstanding the great absorptive power of hydrogen for the 
rays which it emits, the reversal of the lines has not hitherto 
been noticed. In fact, the lines are very readily reversed, and 
the reversal may te easily observed. 

When a short induction-spark is taken between electrodes of 
aluminium or magnesium in hydrogen at atmospheric pressure, a 
large Leyden jar being connected with the secondary wire of the 
coil, the hydrogen lines show no reversal; but if the pressure of 
the hydrogen be increased by half an atmosphere or even less, 1 
the lines expand and a fine dark line may be seen in the middle 
of the F line. As the pressure is increased, this dark line be¬ 
comes stronger, so that at two atmospheres it is very decided. 
As the K line expands with increase of pressure, the dsrk line 
expands too, and becomes a band. It is be^t wen when the 
pressure is between two and three atmospheres. When the 
pressure is further increased, the dark band becomes diffuse, 
and at five atmospheres cannot be distinctly traced. No definite 
reversal of the C line was observed under these circumstances. 
The dispersion used, however, was only that of one prism. 

By using a higher dispersion the reversal of both the C and 
F lines may be observed at lower pressures. For this purpose 
a Piiicker tube was used, filled with hydrogen ana only 
exhausted until the spark would pass readily when a Urge jar 
was used. 

The light <rf the narrow part of the tube it, under these cir- 

1 Th« maUlKe gauge connected with the Gulletet vutap used is not at all 
sensitive, so the pressures here mentioned are only approximate. 
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ctunstance*, very brilliant, while the spark in the brnad ends is 
wider and Ie*s bright, hut does not fill the tube. On viewing 
Such a tube end on, and projecting the image of the narrow part 
of the tube on to the slit of the spectroscope, a continuous spec* 
tram of the width of the image of the narrow part of the tube 
is seen, besides the liny of hydrogen given by the discharge in 
the wide part of the tube. These lines extend above and below 
the narrow continuous spectrum if the electrode is well placed 
so that half an inch or so of the spark in the wide part of the 
tube may intervene between the narrow part of the tube and the 
spectroscope. The continuous spectrum of the narrow part of 
the tube seems due chiefly to the expansion of the hydrogen lines 
when the discharge occurs in so confined a space, and it is much 
brighter than the lines given by the spark in the wide part of 
the tube. Where the latter cross the continuous spectrum a very 
evident absorption occurs. The authors observed it with a dif¬ 
fraction grating. The C line in the third order falls so near the 
F line in the fourth that both may be observed together. F is 
much more expanded than C, and the reversal consequently le'8 
marked though quite plain. The other lines being still inure 
diffuse, their absorption could not be traced. 

The authors have before observed ( Proc . Roy, Soc, vol. xxx, 
p. 157) that the C and F lines of hydrogen are visible in the arc 
of a l)c Mcritens’ magneto-clectric machine taken in hydrogens 
though in the arc of a Siemens’ machine the C line can only be 
detected at the in-tant of breaking the arc, the F line hardly at 
all. When, instead of taking the arc in hydrogen, small drops 
of water are allowed to fall from a fine pipette into the arc 
taken in air in a lime crucible, each drop as it falls into the arc 
produces an explosive outburst of the hydrogen lines. Generally 
the outburst is only momentary, but occasionally a sort of flicker¬ 
ing arc is maintained for a second or two and the hydrogen line 
C is visible all the time. The lines (C and F) are usually much 
expanded, but are frequently very unequally wide in different 
parts of the line. F is weaker, more diffuse, and more difficult 
to see than C, and is visible for a shorter time. There is no sign 
of reversal. In the explosive character of the outburst and the 
irregularity in the width of the lines the effect resembles that of 
an outburst of hydrogen in the solar atmosphere. The elements 
of the water arc,, it must be supposed, separated, but from the 
explosive character of the effect they are not uniformly dis¬ 
tributed in the arc. The arc being horizontal, and the image of 
it projected on to the slit of the spectroscope, it was really a 
very small section of the arc which was under observation, 
and this renders the variation in the width of the lines the more 
remarkable. 

Aprils*—“On a hitherto unobserved Resemblance between 
Carbonic Acid and bisulphide of Carbon.” By John Tyndall, 
F.R.S. 

Chemists are ever on the alert to notice analogies and 
resemblances in the atomic structure of different bodies. They 
long ago indicated points of resemblance between bisulphide of 
carbon and carbolic acid. In the case of the latter we have 
one atom of carbon united to two of oxygen, in the case of the 
former one atom of carbon united to two of sulphur. Attempts 
have been made to push the analogy still further by the discovery 
of a compound of carbon and sulphur analogous to carbonic oxide, 
but hitherto, I believe, without success. I have now to note a 
resemblance of some interest to the physicist, and of a more 
subtle character than any hitherto observed. 

When, by means of an electric current, a metal is volatilised 
and subjected to spectrum analysis, the €t reversal ” of the bright 
band of the incandescent vapour is commonly observed. This 
is known to be due to the absorption of the rays emitted by the 
hot vapour in the partially cooled envelop of its own substance 
which surrounds it. The effect is the same in kind as the absorp¬ 
tion by cold carbonic acid of the heat emitted by a carbonic 
oxide flame. For most sources of radiation carbonic acid is one 
of the most transparent of gases; for the radiation from the hot 
carbonic add produced in the carhonic oxide flame, it is the 
most opaque of all. 

Again, for all ordinary sources of radiant heat, bisulphide of 
carbon, both in the liquid and vapourous form, is one of the 
most diatbermanous bodies known. # I thought it worth while to 
try whether a body reputed to be analagous to carbonic acid, 
and, like it, so pervious to molt kinds of heat, would show any 
change of deportment when presented to the radiation from hot 
carbonic acid. Does the analogy between the two substances 
extend to the vibrating periods of their atoms ? If it does, then 
the bisulphide, like the carbonic acid, will abandon its usually 


transparent character, and play the part of an opaque body, 
when presented to the radiation from the carbonic oxide flame. 
This proves to he the case. Of the radiation from hydrogen, 
a thin layer of bisulphide transmits 90 per cent., absorbing only 
10. For the radiation from carbonic acid, the same layer of 
bisulphide transmits only 25 per cent, 75 per cent, being ab¬ 
sorbed. For this source of rays, indeed, the bisulphide 
transcends, as an absorbent, many substances which, for all 
other sources, far transcend it. 1 

Chemical Society, April 19.—Dr. W. H. Perkin, president, 
in the chair.—The following gentlemen were elected Fellows : 
T. L. Briggs, J. A. Basker, J. B. Coleman, W. H, Cannon, 
E. C. Conrad, C. Gillett, E. C. Henning, N. K. Humphreys, 
L. l evy, A. Ness, V. I. Schopoff, A. E. Wilson.—The follow¬ 
ing papers were read : —On the gases evolved during the conver¬ 
sion of grass into hay, by P. F, Frankland and F, Jordan. The 
authors find that comparatively dry grass soon evolves consider¬ 
able quantities of carbonic anhydride with mere traces of 
hydrogen and hydrocarbons; this evolntion of gas occurs in air 
and in an atmosphere of carbonic anhydride or hydrogen * in 
oxygen a notable proportion of nitrogen accompanies the car¬ 
bonic nnhydride. Under water, grass also evolves carbonic 
anhydride with some hydrogen, due probably to lactic fermenta¬ 
tion, acetic, lactic, and propionic acids being simultaneously 
formed.—Note on an apparatus for fractional distillation under 
reduced pressures, by L. T. Thorne. The object of this appa¬ 
ratus is to facilitate the removal of the various fractions of the 
distillation without breaking the continuity of the distillation.— 
Notes on the condition in which carbon exists in steel, by Sir F. 
A. Abel, C.B., and W. 11 . Peering. Two series of experiments 
are given by the authors; in the first the differences between cold 
rolled, annealed, and hardened samples of the same steel are 
investigated. The steel disks were subjected to the action of a 
saturated solution of potassium bichromate containing 5 per cent, 
by volume of sulphuric acid. In each case a blackish residue 
consisting of a carbide of iron was left ; in the case of the cold 
rolled and annealed disks, the carbon in this residue corresponded 
pretty closely with the total carbon present; but in the hardened 
disk only one-sixth of the total carbon was found in this residue. 
In the second series of experiments, the action of various 
strengths of bichromate solution on cold rolled steel is studied, 
and it is proved that, if the oxidising solution be not too strong, 
a residue consisting of a definite carbide Fe s C is left, and that 
the carbon is therefore not simply diffused through the mass, but 
exists as a definite compound capable of resisting the action of a 
solvent which rapidly dissolves metallic iron.—On the spectrum 
of beryllium with observations relative to the position of that 
metal among the elements, by W. N. Hartley. From a photo¬ 
graphic study of tbe spectrum, the author concludes that 
beryllium is the fird member of a dyad series of elements of 
which in all probability calcium, strontium, and barium are 
homologues, 

Linnean Society, April 19.—- Sir John Lubbock, Bart,, 
president, in the chair. “Messrs. T. W. Coffin, F. H. Collins, 
C. D. F. De Laune, D. Morris, J. Jardine Murray, and Hon. 
J. B. Thurston were elected Fellows of tbe Society.—Mr. J. 
Britten exhibited and made remarks on specimens of Arum 
italicum from Torquay, South Devon.—Mr. G. F. Angas showed 
several vegetable products from the Island of Dominica, among 
others an unusually large seed-pod of Cassia fistula , and other 
examples of Leguminosae, alro Polyporu* fungi from the Roseau 
Falls.—Mr. F. V. Dickins called attention to a Japanese work 
issued by the University of Tokio, giving descriptions and illus¬ 
trations of plants grown in the Botanic Gardens of Koiskikawa. 
—A paper was read by Sir John Lubbock on the sense of 
colour amongst some of the lower animals (vol. xxvii. p, 619).— 
There followed a communication by Prof. P. T. Cleve of Upsala, 
on the diatoms collected during the Arctic expedition of Sir 
George Nares.—The Rev. A. E. Eaton gave a digest of an ax- 
tensive monograph of the Epheraeridre or Mayflies, part i. In 
this the subject is prefaced by an historical account and 
general view of the group; the genera are defined, and a 

1 Nearly twenty yean ago l observed, among other changes of diathermic 
position, the reversal of bisulphide of carbon and chloroform, whan the pale 
blue flame of a Bunsen burner was tbe source of heat. When, for example, 
the rays issued from a luminous jet of gas, the absorptions of the bisulphide 
and of chloroform were found to be 9*8 and is per oent respectively; 
whereas when the Bunsen flame was employed, the absorptions ©t the same 
two substances were itx and 6'a per cent. The cause of this reversal 
doubtless Is that in the Bunsen flame hot carbonic acid is the principal 
radiant {Phil. Trant ., 1864, P* 35a).—April 6. 
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tabular conspectus of the present known species indicated.—A 
paper was read on tbe joint and separate work of the authors 
of Bent ham and Hooker's "Genera Plantarum,” by George 
Bentham. 

Zoological Society, April 17.—Prof, W, H. Flower, 
I*L.D., F.R.S., president, in the chair.—The Secretaiy read a 
report on the additions that had been made to the Society’s 
Menagerie during the month of March, and called special atten¬ 
tion to three Sirens (Siren lacertina ) from South Carolina, pre¬ 
sented by Dr. G. E, Monigault, C.M.Z.S., and to an American 
Teetee Monkey of the genus Callithtix , which it was difficult to 
determine satisfactorily in its living state, but which was cer¬ 
tainly new to the Society’s Collection.—Prof. Flower, F.k.S., 
gave an exposition of the systematic classification of the Mam¬ 
malia which he had recently prepared for use in arranging the 
specimens in the Museum of the College of Surgeons, and in a 
treatise on the subject of Mammals in the “ Encyclopaedia 
Britannica.”—A communication was read from Mr, W, 1 .. 
Distant, containing the first of a series of contri hut ions to an 
intended monograph of the Homopterous family Ciciididx 1 . In 
the present paper the author gave the results of an examination 
of the Cicadidse contained in the Dresden Museum (including 
the specimens collected in Celebes by Dr. A. B. Meyer), and 
added the descriptions of other species belonging to the collec¬ 
tions of Dr. Signoret and the author. Eleven species were 
described as new from various localities.— Mr. Sclater read a 
second paper on the birds collected in the Timor Laut or 
Tenimber group of islands by Mr. II. O. Forbes, based on 
additional specimens lately received. The avifauna of tbc group, 
as indicated by Mr. Forbes's collection, contained 59 j'pecies, of 
which 22 were peculiar to these islands.— A communication was 
read from Mr. F. Moore, F.Z.S., containing the firfct part of a 
monograph of the butterflies belonging to the groups Limnaina 
and Iiuplaina. 

Physical Society, April 14.—Prof. G. Carey Foster in the 
chair.—New Members : Mr. W, F. Smith, Mr. George Forbes, 
M. A. —Mr. W. Pant Carpenter read a paper on science demonstra¬ 
tion in Board schools, in which he showed the drawbacks of the 
present system of leaving science to be taught by the other 
masters, and pointed out the marked advantages of the system 
followed in Birmingham and Liverpool, where skilled lecturers 
are appointed to go from school to school, and provided with an 
assistant demonstrator and proper apparatus. Mr. Carpenter 
advocated the extension of this system to London and the country 
in general. He also showed the evil of the present system of 
cramming for examinations. Dr. W. Carpenter pointed out the 
advantages of object lessons in training the minds of children. 
Dr. J. H. Gladstone stated that much had been done in London 
to introduce object lessons, and that under the Mundella code 
science would be taught in all Board schools to all the children, 
who, however, might have the opportunity of choosing between 
science and literature. Mr. W. Baity, Prof. Foster, and Prof. 1 
W. Chandler Roberts, also advocated the system of hpedal 
science teachers.—Prof. Roberts then took the chair, and Mr. 
Glazebrook explained a new polarising prism which he had 
devised to prevent displacement of the pencil of rays. He oho 
showed how the curved diffraction-gratings of Prof. Rowland do 
not always give perfect definition, and calculated the aberration 
of the rays.—The Secretary then read a paper by Mr. W. H. 
Stokes and Mr. A. E. Wilson on experiments on the viscosity 
Of saponine. When a disk is rotated in water, the resistance 10 
its motion is greatest when the plate is immersed a little below 
the surface; but with saponine the viscosity is greatest when 
the disk is not wholly, but only partially, immersed below the 
surface. 

Entomological Society, April 4.—Mr. I. W. Dunning, 
M.A., F.L.S., &c., president, in the chair.—The death of Prof. 
P. C. Zeller of Stettin, one of the Honorary Members of the 
Society, was announced and commented upon.—Two new Mem¬ 
bers were elected,—^Mt. W, F. Kirby exhibited specimens of 
Acridium tuccinetum, Linn., one of the most destructive species 
of migratory locusts in India.—Prof, Westwood mentioned that 
a Myriopod, Polydamus comftlanatus, Linm, had lately been 
erroneously announced to be the cause of the potato disease.— 
Key. A. E. Eaton exhibited a patent revolving object-holder 
used by mineralogists, which seemed likely to be useful to ento¬ 
mologists also.—Mr. E. A. Fitch exhibited galls of Caidomyia 
viola^ Loew., and of Aploneura lentisrt, Lichi,—Sir S. S, Saun¬ 
ders read a short paper on the classification of the germ-feeding 


races of fig-insects.—Mr. H. Goss exhibited specimens of 
Pimtlia angulata , Fabr,, from the temple of the Sphinx at 
Ghizeh.—Papers read:—On a small collection of Clavicom 
CoUoptera from North Borneo, by Mr. A. S. OIHff; Descriptions 
of new genera and species of Hymenoptera % by Mr. P. Cameron ; 
and notes on new or little-known aperies of Hymenoptera , chiefly 
from New Zealand, by Mr, W. F. Kirby. 

Edinburgh 

Royal Society, April 16.—Mr. Murray in tbe chair.—Mr. 
Sang read a paper on some properties of tbe curve of simple 
flexure, of winch he gave neat geometrical demonstrations. A 
simple construction was given for finding the radius of curvature 
at any point and so affording a xeady means for tracing the 
curve. The related theorems in pendulum motion were also 
given.—Dr, Knott communicated the results of electrometer 
measurements of the resistance of electrolytes, which had been 
carried out lately in the Edinburgh University Laboratory. The 
method seemed capable of giving fairly accurate values,—In a 
note on the electrical resistance of hydrogenised palladium, Dr. 
Knott gave 1*51 as the ratio of the resistances of the fully-charged 
and pure palladium, the increase of resistance being very nearly 
proportional to tbe charge for smaller charges. It was also 
noted that the electromotive force between palladium and 
platinum dipping in dilute sulphuric acid was greatly increased 
for a slight charge of hydrogen, fall logoff again very markedly a^ 
the charge reached its maximum.—Dr. Macfarlane, in a note on 
plane algebra, or double algebra, as De Morgan named it, de¬ 
monstrated with facility certain theorems that ordinarily require 
considerable algebraic manipulation.—Prof. Tail presented n 
continuation of his theoretical investigations on heat conduction 
in heterogeneous bodies, as modified by the Peltier and Thomson 
effects, and gave the result of his investigation of the thermo¬ 
electric position of pure ruthenium. On the diagram this metal 
lies below iridium, to which it is in other thermoelectric respects 
very similar. 

Berlin 

Physical Society, April 6.—Dr. Anm reported on the 
accumulators, on which he has been making experiments for 
several years past. Even before M. Faure’s discovery, at the 
time when M. Plante announced his fir^t essays with the secondary 
batteries, Dr. Aron was endeavouring to determine a convertible 
electric element which, being theoretically possible, might also be 
available for practical purposes. He first of all tried to make the 
DanieJl chain convertible by using, instead of the two amalga¬ 
mating fluids, hydrate of soda and sulphate of copper which do 
not amalgamate, hut without success. Like many others he 
repeatedly tested Plante’s already published statements regarding 
convertible ccllsjrf plates of lead immersed in diluted sulphuric 
acid, and which had to be charged in a very definitely prescribed 
way, but without any certain results. The cell sometimes 
became charged and discharged alternately, at other times not. 
He accordingly tried plates of lead which luirl been previously 
crystallised by corrosion, and these he found far more reliable. 
He therefore constructed accumulators of plates of lead in rul- 
phuric acid to which some nitric acid had been added. Although 
more certain in their application, these were by no means equal 
to the practical requirements. Tbe favourable results of the 
corrosion, as regarded the crystalline surface, a point also con¬ 
firmed by Plant*? himself, was explained by Dr, Aron, who 
attributed it to the disintegration of the metal. He there¬ 
fore tried to increase the effect by using lead-sponge, but with¬ 
out result. At that time he also thought of red lead, but made 
no experiments with it, because he knew of no means of fixing 
this powder to the lead plate conductor. It is now known that 
M. Faure simply spread the red lead on the plates, and thus 
produced his powerful accumulators possessing great storage 
capacity. When this became known, Dr. Aron carried out an 
extensive series of similar experiments in order to test its prac¬ 
tical value, and even increase it, For the latter purpose he 
introduced a substantial improvement by attaching the red lead 
with collodium, which in the practical application of the chains 
is of course out of the question. But as regards their practical 
utility the accumulators have fallen far short of the hopes generally 
entertained of them. The main difficulty lies in the thin plates 
of lead which, when thickly covered with red lead, although 
very effective, become corroded and useless after being once 
used, while thick plates, by the formation of sulphate or lead, 
are rendered ineffective. As to the theory of accumulator)*, to 
rightly understand it, it is very important to bear in mind the 
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fact established by Messrs. Gladstone ami Tribe, that in the cell, 
consisting of two plates in diluted sulphuric acid, the electric 
■current changes the sulphate of lead generated at the positive 
pole into peroxide of lead, P 1 >S 0 4 + H a O + 0 =* ^ 0 ^ + H*h 0 4 , 
whereas aL the negative pole the sulphate of [lead is simply de¬ 
composed into sulphuric acid and disintegrated lead. Hence, 
after charging, the ddl consists of Pb j II fi S 0 4 j PbO a | Pb, 
combination which yields a wry powerful discharge, available 
al o foi a prolraeted period. To this theory it has been objected 
that at tbe negative pole the sulphate of lead cannot be decom¬ 
posed into lend and sulphuric acid, lint Ur, Aron has satisfied 
himself that, under the influence of the hydrogen beginning to be 
geneiaied, very thin layers of sulphate of lead become so reduced, 
thicker layers alone resisting decomposition. The process at 
the positive electrode being really such as is described by Glad¬ 
stone and Tribe, the above theory of accumulators may, broadly 
speaking, be accepted as correct. As regards the peroxide 
of lead, the .■•peaker ]minted out that this combination is ad¬ 
mittedly of a brown colour, whereas the substance deposited on 
the positive plate is black. From a more searching examina¬ 
tion of this substance, it resulted that it is not the peroxide, but 
a hydrate of the peroxide of lead. And I)r. Aron suspects that 
there is here Ic s question of a hydrate Pb 0 a H „0 limn of a 
combination of the oxide of lead with p mxide of hydrogen. A 
series of theoretically interesting isolated phenomena may 
possibly be produced by following up the processes here in 
question. But in the present conditions Dr. Aron holds the 
practical application of I he accumulators to be hopeless.—Prof. 
Neesen briefly described a slight improvement in the quicksilver 
air-pump, illustrating it with a diagram. 


PAkrs 

Academy of Sciences, April 23.—M. Blanchard in the 
chair.—The death of Prof. Roche of Montpellier, Correspon¬ 
dent in A-troiuuiiy, was announced. {A report on his work by 

M. 'Tisserand is inserted in Comptes Rend us. )—A new method 
for determination of the right ascension of polar stars, and of 
the inclination of the axis of a meridian above the equator 
(continued), by M. Laiwy.—On some relations between the 
temperatures of combustion, the specific heats, the dissociation, 
and the pressure of txpl isivc mixtures, by M. Herthelot,—Note 
on the inland African sea, by M. Cosson.—On a manner of 
determining the angle of position of a point of the surface of a 
star with the aid of a horizontal telescope, by M. Trepied.—On 
the use of the horizontal telescope for observations of solar 
spectroscopy, by M. Thollon. His apparatus is essentially a 
horizontal telescope deprived of the tuoe and reduced to its 
most simple expression. It is more easily managed than an 
equatorial. The mirror used is guided by the two hands, and 
the solar surface is explored at will. 'l*he author shows how he 
solved the difficult problem of determining position.—Determin¬ 
ation of a particular class of mu faces wifh plane lines of 
cmvature in a system, and isotherms, by M. Darboux.—On the 
reduction of ternary positive quadratic forms, by M. Minkow¬ 
ski.—Law of periods (concluded), by M. de Jonqnitres,—On 
a relation of involution, concerning a plane figure formed of two 
algebraic curves, one of which has a multiple point of an order 
of multiplicity inferior by unity to its degree, by M. Fouret.— , 
Study of infra-red radiations by means of phenomena of phos¬ 
phorescence, by M. Becquerei. He indicates the results of his 
method with telluric bands, the absorption spectrum of water 
and of some earthy metals, and the emission spectrum of 
metallic vapours.—On the specific heat of some ga^es at high 
temperatures, by M. Vieille. He verifies, for the gases H, O, 

N, and CO, the identity of the molecular heats with constant 
volume up to 2700°. 'l*he measurement of pressures leads him 
to attribute to certain reactions temperatures much higher than 
have been supposed practically realisable,—On the variation of 
indices of refraction of water and quartz under the influence of 
temperature, by M. Dufet. He indicates a new application of 
Talbot's fringes in measurement of this variation. The number 
for quartz is aluiopt identical with that obtained by M. Fizeau.— 
Experimental studies on the production of voxels in whispered 
speech, by M. Lefort. Airis blown intoacavity of variable capacity, 
open and cl »sable at the upper part. Tbe rounds characteristic 
or vowels are thus produced. The author claims to prove that 
the v >wels are not timbres (as generally taught); they are notes 
of different heights of the instrument of speech (quite distinct 
from the vocal instrument). Various timbres may be commu¬ 
nicated to them by action of the muscle, of the organ of 
voice.-On the liquefaction of nitrogen, by MM. WrobXew«ki 


and GRzewski. Nitrogen cooled in a glass tube to -136° C., 
and under a pressure of I50 atm., does not liquefy. On sudden 
release there is tumultuous ebullition. Gradual release, not 
parsing 50 atm,, yields the liquid, clear and eol-mrlecs, with A 
distinct meniscus ; it evaporates very quickly. The liquefaction 
of CO under like conditions on April 21 was announced.-yOn 
iodised apatiteR, by M. Ditte.—Action of water on Tlicd's lime, 
and the existence of a new hydraulic compound, pousao~pOrUami t 
by M. Landriu. The composition of this compound is silica 
4455, lime SS 4S* It is the principal element of all Theil’s 
compounds,—On some phenolic derivatives, by M. Henry.— 
Jurassic Echiuida of Algeria, by M. Cotteau. Of the 47 species 
found, 28 occur in Europe about the same stratigraphic levels. 
Some curious species peculiar to Algeria are noted.—Clayballs 
of Macaluba, by M. Contejean. These were found (of all sizes from 
a cannon-ball to a boy’s marble) in the dried bed of a ravine, near 
the mud volcano named. They are of coarse clay, vilh small 
crystals of gypsum, giving a rough surface, It is thought they 
are formed by the autumn rains, and are dissolved by the heavier 
winter rains.—The perception of white and of complex colours, 
by M. Cbarpentier. His curves show, inter alia, that what 
artists term warm colours are distinguished from a colourless 
ground more easily than white, tbe cold colours less easily.—On 
the functions of pyloric appendices, by M, R, Blanchard, These 
appendices digest effectively cooked starch, less effectively raw 
starch, and transform albuminoids; as they do not effect emul¬ 
sion and decomposition of fats, they are but imperfect repre¬ 
sentatives of the prtncreis.—On tbe bile of the leech, by M. 
Curlet, He detached the animal from the shaved skin of a 
rabbit at different stages. Suppose a scarifier, with three toothed 
and equidistant blades withdrawing from one Another while they 
press into the skin, and operating several times successively in 
the same place : this gives a pretty exact idea of the mechanism. 
—Com paraiivc study of the bacteria of leprosy and of tuberculosis, 
by M, Baber. The differential properties indicated by Koch do not, 
he holds, exist ; but there are others, bearing on chemical and 
molecular reaction, on form, and on arrangement in the tissues. 
—Influence of sensitive (nerve) roots on the excitability of 
motor-roots, by M. Cane I Us. Section of the sensitive root in* 
creases considerably the excitability of the motor nerve.—Im¬ 
munity of workers in copper during the last epidemic of typhoid 
fever; confirmation of anterior observations, by M. Burq.-—In¬ 
fluence of altitudes on phenomena of vegetation, by M. Angot. 
The harvest-time for «inter wheat is retarded in France on an 
average four days where the altitude is increased about IOQ 
metres. 
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EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES 

United States Report 0/ the Commissioner of Edu/ation 
jor the Year 1880* (Washington ; Government Printing 
Cffice, 1882.) 

A NOTHER valuable survey of education in the United 
States has been published, relating to the year 
1880; a survey made by the Bureau whose duty and 
purpose, it is laid down, shall be u to collect statistics and 
facts showing the condition and progress of education in 
the several States and Territories, and to diffuse such 
information respecting the organisation and management 
of schools and school systems and methods of teaching, 
as shall aid the people of the United States in the estab¬ 
lishment and maintenance of efficient school systems, 
and otherwise promote the cause of education throughout 
the country.*' The Bureau has no authority, it tells us, 
and seeks none, to interfere with school organisation, but 
aims to report institutions precisely as they are; and the 
variety of experiments tried in the States, which in kindred 
and spirit of government are so close to our own, must 
make this publication a repertory of experiences of the 
utmost value to the English educationalist. 

The following is the immense provision made for edu¬ 
cation in the United States:—For public or common 
schools, every sixteenth section of public land in the older 
States, and every sixteenth and sixtieth in the newer ones: 
calculated to equal nearly 68 million acres; for seminaries 
or universities, two townships, or 46,080 acres in each 
State, and in some instances a greater quantity. An 
additional grant in 1862 of 30,000 acres for each senator 
which each State was entitled to send to Congress was 
awarded for the establishment and support of agricultural 
and mechanical colleges, amounting to 9,600,000 acres. 
Total, 78 million acres 1 

Yet, with this immense provision, the Old World diffi¬ 
culty is making itself felt strongly now in America as 
population increases, which was not foreseen when each 
State laid it down that education should be provided for 
every child, viz. that a considerable proportion of that 
population now will not avail themselves of this education. 
In very few Stales is the increase in scholars nearly in 
proportion to the increase in population, and our Report 
gives serious confirmation to the alarming statistics lately 
brought forward by the Rev. Joseph Cook in his Boston 
lectures. Private effort to attract children to school by 
providing them also with clothing is said now to be 
04 occupying a very important place.” Like other signs 
of u Progress and Poverty” which Mr. Henry George 
urges so warmly, there is now enough truancy and 
absenteeism from school to become a serious hindrance 
to education. In some New England cities truant officers 
are appointed, but in other cases the popularity of educa¬ 
tion without class-feeling allows the important business 
to be left in the bands of the police. 

Cities, (under which definition are enumerated 244 muni- 
dpalitic s of above 7500 inhabitants) contain one-tenth of 
thi teachers and one-sixth of the school population, and 
expend more than one-fourth of the money. M While the 
municipal systems of the United States are move de- 
Vol. xxviii.—No. 706 


fectivc, more availed, and doubtless requiring greater 
efforts to reform them than any other part of the civil 
machinery, the city school affairs are in the main well 
systematised. 1 ’ The Boards of Education are variously 
constituted in different cities. In some cases the mem¬ 
bers of the Board are elected directly by the people ; in 
some they are appointed by the Mayor ; and in the 
District of Columbia by the Commissioners. 

The powers of School Boards in the United States are 
in some instances restricted to the care and management 
of the public schools, while in others they extend to the 
charge of school funds. In nearly all the cities referred 
to above, superintendents are appointed—with few excep¬ 
tions men of superior ability and specially adapted to the 
work of school supervision, who combine a great deal that 
is done in England partly by the Boards and partly by 
the Government Inspector at his occasional visits. They 
bring to bear more special knowledge of the subject than 
the former, and give far more time to each school than 
the latteT can. 

This Report contains a review of education through 
the decade, and perhaps the most striking thing is the 
absence of uniformity in the circumstances and changes 
in the different States. Thus, in Maine and New Hamp¬ 
shire during the last ten years, and in Indiana during the 
last year, population has decreased, but the attendance at 
schools has nevertheless increased. In Rhode Island, 
New York, and Iowa the reverse has taken place ; the 
population has increased, but school attendance has de¬ 
creased. In Arkansas a change of system made in the 
middle of the decade has resulted in a reduction of every¬ 
thing ; the reduced number of scholars attending, how¬ 
ever, having largely increased again the last year. In New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania there is an improvement every 
way; while in Massachusetts the attendance equals the 
school population. In Virginia the increase in every 
particular has been great. The Maryland schools only 
suffer from a decrease in the income for public school 
purposes. 

The Report is very satisfactory as to the difficult matter 
of educating the coloured race. In 1870, out of 2,500,0 00 
above fifteen years of age less than 150,000 had attended 
school. At the time of this present Report (1880) there 
is a total attending school of more than 800,000-over 
15,000 of whom are, moreover, attending the higher grade 
schools. Those of them who are attending normal insti¬ 
tutes for coloured teachers manifest great interest in the 
opportunities for improvement thus afforded. There is 
still, however, great deficiency of such trained teachers, 
and the poverty of the country is so great that the schools 
in rural districts are held in their churches, and the duty 
of .assistance to them is urged by the Commissioner upon 
the national Government that has made them free. Con¬ 
siderable help has been given to the work among them 
by the Peabody fund^ but the religious denominations of 
all the States have done most—in fact, five-sixths—of the 
work. Of 44 normal schools, 29 are under their auspices; 
of 36 institutions for secondary instruction, 31; 13 of the 
ij universities or colleges; and all the schools of theology. 
But in all the States with mixed population now, except 
Delaware, Kentucky, and Maryland, school funds arc 
devoted to school population without regard to colour. 

In our crowded island we need not refer again to the 
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other special difficulty of the United States. The scat¬ 
tered population leads inevitably to small schools : in 
Maine, 1200 out of 4000 had average attendances ranging 
from two to twelve; this leads, of course, to tow pay ; 
and this to low attainments on the part of the teachers, of 
whom not more than 4 per cent, have had normal train¬ 
ing. A great drawback to teachers also is the uncertainty 
of their tenure of office. In some States the School 
Committee have no power to hire teachers for more than 
a year, and engagements are seldom made for a longer 
time. In others, men are employed for winter and 
women for summer terms, thus causing an uncertainty in 
the profession, which must be highly mischievous. It is 
a feature in American education, that in both elementary 
and secondary schools more than half the teachers are 
women. In this respect the United States differs from 
every other nation ; and a fear is expressed lest it may 
involve the sacrifice of some of the conditions essential to 
the development of strong self-reliant characters. As the 
Transatlantic ladies are supposed not to be wanting in 
these themselves, let us hope that it may not have such 
an effect; but that it may be said of this arrangement that— 
“Emollit mores, nec sinit esse feros," 

The Commissioner in his Report says that, “ carefully 
considering the position of woman in the work of educa¬ 
tion, what she has done, and may do, as a teacher, what 
her nature and experience may fit her to do better than 
man, as an officer, inspector, or superintendent, he has 
favoured the opening of appropriate offices to her in con¬ 
nection with institutions and systems of instruction/’ He 
“ regrets to *ay that women have shown m ore indifference 
to this opportunity than he expected.” There are 227 
women’s colleges in which every advantage is offered 
that men have, but they are not popular. Still he points 
out that since women were elected in 1873 to the Boston 
School Board, and subsequently admitted to that and 
other Boards, the employment of them on sub-committees, 
for which they were best adapted, has been the introduc¬ 
tion of a new force j in other words, it is in the line of 
progress. 

The Report urges the desirability of well-trained 
teachers, more particularly in the case of scientific know¬ 
ledge, “ Such knowledge finds its application in all arts 
and industries, and in all measures for the preservation 
of health and life, and it offers the only means of dissi¬ 
pating the fears and superstitions, and correcting the 
foolish practices arisingfrom ignorance of the phenomena 
and laws of nature.” It points out also that the general 
Government is doing more in behalf of scientific work 
and publications than all the other agencies put together. 

Partially, no doubt, the result of a feeling making its 
way among educationists, but partially also a sign of the 
moderate level of education reached, is the small number 
(448) in Ohio who learn Greek. A curious mark of 
changed relations is to be found in the fact, that still 
fewer (418) learn French ; while nearly 100 times the 
number (40,813) learn German ; against nearly 650,000 
who learn spelling. 

Where the ordinary primary education is good in 
America, evening schools of elementary grades are less 
sought after than those of advanced grade, except in 
cities where there is a large foreign population. In com¬ 
munities, distinguished alike for intelligence and business 


enterprise, evening high schools are especially appre¬ 
ciated, the most promising artisans and clerks looking to 
them for the means of continuing'their studies. 

The peculiarly American institution of summer schools 
is being turned to admirable use by teachers occupied 
with regular school duties during the rest of the year, 
who go with scientific expeditions and to stations main¬ 
tained by the universities, and profit by the facilities for 
study and investigation thus offered them in combination 
with fresh air and change of scene. 

There has been scarcely any increase since 1875 in the 
number of universities or colleges as they are indis¬ 
criminately called, but the new States are' many of them 
overprovided with these higher-branch schools, while 
deficient in the elementary schools at present more neces¬ 
sary. The disproportion between colleges and preparatory 
schools in certain States maybe judged by the report that 
while Tennessee has twenty-one colleges, Massachusetts 
with a larger population reports seven. The former State 
has two preparatory schools; the latter twenty-three. 
U nder such circumstances it is not strange that some of 
these universities or colleges should be .doing the work of 
the lower grade schools, as thirteen are 'reported as 
doing only. 

In 1871 Arkansas established an industrial university 
which soon after possessed classical, agricultural, engi¬ 
neering, commercial, and normal courses, and a prepara¬ 
tory department. In various other States similar centres 
of education in practical subjects were opened, and the 
variety of subjects and arrangements for teaching them, 
which are to be found in so many independent centres, 
will be found very instructive to all who are inquiring 
about technical education, especially agricultural. Several 
of these courses are such as have been approved of after 
varied experiment; an advantage which they have over 
the schools of science not endowed by the national grant, 
where the will of the founder has had a contrary effect. 

Michigan University has inaugurated an excellent work 
in providing that a faculty will visit once every year any 
public high school in Michigan on request of its School 
Board, and report its condition. u If the faculty shall be 
satisfied that the school is taught by competent instructors 
and is furnishing a good preparation for any one or more 
of the regular courses of the University, then the graduates 
from such preparatory course or courses will be admitted 
to the freshmen class of the University without examina¬ 
tion, and permitted to enter on such undergraduate course 
as the approved preparatory work contemplated,*' This 
is a method of making the same labour serve the double 
purpose of inciting the school to efforts, and also of 
matriculating the University students. The matriculation 
examinations at so many of these universities were natur* 
ally of most various standards, and some approach 
towards a uniform standard has been made between ten 
principal colleges in New England. 

In the Illinois State University a peculiar government has 
been tried called u The Students’ Government,” by winch 
every official was selected or appointed by the president 
whom they had elected, and all the forms of a Republican 
Government are gone through; forming an excellent 
practice to the students and probably raising a good 
esprit <U corps . 

The comparison of the state of medical instruction at 
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the present with what it was ten years ago, although 
showing great improvement, still draws a discreditable 
picture of what so important a profession is allowed to 
remain in America; and quite a romantic tale is told of 
the means by which men getting a living by selling false 
degrees wctc brought to justice. The number of the uni¬ 
versities and other bodies which claim the right to bestow 
degrees makes the tracking down such forgeries very 
difficult. 

The business of nursing the sick is rising to its proper 
position as that of an intelligent assistance to the pro¬ 
fession of medicine. Cur Report wisely recounts the 
good results to be gained by student-nurses, though 
chiefly moral qualities are inculcated. 

In the schools of science, the number of students which 
increased so largely in 1878, but fell off in 1879, has begun 
to increase again ; the number of institutions as well as 
teachers having increased steadily all the time, Our 
Report says “ The multiplication and growth of schools 
of science has been a marked feature in the recent 
history of education in America. Either the stimulus 
given to them by the national aid, or the sentiment which 
compelled Congress to give help to higher education, has 
carried forward and deepened the interest in industrial, 
scientific, and technical instruction. Students are now 
more frequently choosing lines of study which lead to a 
life of business activity or to prominent positions in in¬ 
dustrial pursuits. Colleges that a few years since held 
strictly to a rigid classical course are feeling the new 
impulse and are striving to add to their efficiency by 
making provision for special instruction preparatory to 
definite occupations. Men of wealth are endowing schools 
of science and technology more richly than other institu¬ 
tions ; for they believe that the practical education which 
has now come to the front will do more than anything 
else to promote the industry and prosperity of individuals, 
and to utilise the resources of the nation/’ 

The requirements for admission to the scientific depart¬ 
ment of colleges and schools of science are not so great as 
to classical collegiate courses. 

It is rather curious that the study of Latin is allowed 
to be dropped in a law school of Harvard ; but the follow¬ 
ing remarks made upon the value of law schools, as com¬ 
pared with that of articling pupils to lawyers, may well be 
applied not to them only but to all technical instruction 
i( In schools systematic training is received. Less oppor¬ 
tunity is afforded for desultory and spasmodic reading. 
Regular habits of study are required. Examinations to 
be passed give steadiness and thoroughness to the work. 
Companions make emulation. The desire for the respect 
of the professors is a further stimulus to faithfulness, and 
they are ready to aid in the understanding of intricate 
questions. Underlying principles are given an attention 
which corresponds to their relative importance.” 

Forestry is taught in some of the higher institutions, 
with plantations of trees arranged in their natural orders; 
and its value is pointed out, both as a branch of know¬ 
ledge to the students, and also as adding to the knowledge 
of the range of possible and profitable cultivation of many 
species. 

A system of teaching the deaf and dumb to read from 
the Ups of others instead of the old finger reading is de¬ 
scribed as wonderfully successful and fast gaining ground. 


Not a small advantage will science gain if the system 
of making full inquiries into the antecedents of every case 
of the above, as also of blindness, is patiently and 
thoroughly carried out. Some generalisations have 
already been made with regard to the latter. In the case 
of 100 feeble-minded scholars theiT weakness is traced to 
consumption in their stock. An inquiry into colour¬ 
blindness in the Boston schools leads to the recommenda¬ 
tion that a systematic process of giving instruction in 
colour, its names, and shades, should be introduced into 
primary schools. 

The importance of reform schools is steadily and 
strongly upheld. The needs of their inmates are wisely 
consulted by an education more moral than intellectual 
being instilled into them, and by a knowledge also of 
some method of gaining a living when dismissed being 
carefully given to tbem. The better feelings are drawn 
out and encouraged by a system of rewards for all good 
conduct, instead of only punishments for bad. Two 
curious observations are recorded : one is, that working 
among flowers has a softening tendency upon such cha¬ 
racters ; and the other, that prisoners are, in general, 
singularly short of mathematical ability. 

The increase in the number of free libraries since the pre¬ 
vious year’s Report alone nearly equals the entire number 
of them in England, making a total nearly reaching 3000. 
Though many of these are very small and to be compared 
with school libraries here, yet they average all through 
4000 volumes in each. A large increase also is noticeable 
in Kindergarten schools, in schools for nurses, in deaf 
and dumb, orphan, and reform schools. 

The Bureau is indebted to private enterprise for a 
competition on the subject of seboolhouse plans organised 
during the year by the “Plumber and Sanitary Engineer/’ 
It has drawn forth from the committee of award a sketch 
of the qualifications they believed to be necessary for a 
public school building in a large and densely populated 
city. They lay down ten primary requisites which every 
plan ought to contain ; and the Commissioner hopes that 
an impulse has been given by their report, which will not 
be lost or wasted. 

Education, we are told, has become in every section of 
the country a matter of more active public interest than 
usual. City and country papers have given a place in 
their columns to the subject, besides periodicals dis¬ 
cussing them. It is rather curious to us in aristocratic 
England to find not selfishness and stupidity only but 
demagoguism also charged with creating discourage¬ 
ments ! W. O. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents . Neither can he undertake to return^ 
or to correspond with the writers of 9 rejected manuscripts. 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications . 
t The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible. The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and navel facts. ] 

The Microphone 

It is probable that the writer of the note at p. 588 has not 
had an opportunity of seeing the paper of mine to which he 
refers, and an abstract of which is given at p. 376 of the present 
volume of Natuxx. 
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The adhesion between metallic contacts consequent upon the 
t»U*age of a current has been carefully investigated by Mr* 
&roh r who observed it in the case of ail of a great number of 
metals with which he experimented, My first observation* on 
the subject {one of which is mentioned in the paper) were made 
with the refractory nnjtal platinum* and not with bismuth, as the 
Writer of the note seems to infer; and though Mr. Stroh’a ex¬ 
planation—that the adhesion is due to fusion—is quoted* I 
express no opinion of my own on the ouster. Whatever may 
be the cause*, if seems evident enough that such adhesion must 
necessarily be detrimental to the perfect action of a microphone, 
though I am not aware that attention has been previously 
directed to this print. 

It is mt correct to attribute to me the opinion, as stated in 
the note, “that the heat generated by the current plays an 
important part, for in carbon this reduces the re distance, whilst 
in metals it increases it.” On the contrary I give reasons for 
believing that at least a moderate degree of heat increases the 
resistance of loose carbon contacts. Increased current, how¬ 
ever, is accompanied by diminished resistance, and while I 
am not prepared to say that heat plays no part whatever in the 
matter, it appears to me probable that the effect is mainly owing 
to some other incident of the stronger current, e.g . greater 
difference of potential. 

My experiments on metals were not, as the writer supposes, 
entirely confined to bismuth. More than a hundred observations 
were recorded of the resistance of platinum and copper contacts 
under different conditions, and some of these are referred to in 
the paper. O^ing, however, to the bw specific resistance of 
these metals, the methods which I had applied with success in 
the case of carbon were found to be unsuitable, and the results 
obtained, though not on the whole inconsistent with those 
yielded by bismuth, were unsatisfactory and inconclusive. Bis¬ 
muth was chosen for the bulk of the experiments, principilly on 
acconnt of its bad conductivity, which renders changes in the 
resistance of the contact easier of observation ; but since it was 
my object to contrast the behaviour of metals with that of carbon 
(which is infusible), its ready fusibility is another advantage. If 
I had desired to make a good metallic microphone, I should 
probably have thought with the writer of the note that bismuth 
was “the very metal which ought to have been avoided .” But 
for experiments conducted with the object of ascertaining the 
causes of the generally recognised fact that metals, as a class, 
are inferior in microphonia efficiency to carbon, it is evident 
that the metal which gives the poorest microphonia effects is the 
very one which ought to be selected\ on account of the probability 
that with such a metal these causes would be most conspicu- jub. 

As a matter of strict scientific exactness 1 agree with the writer 
that 11 no conclusion of any value as to metals in general can be 
drawn from experiments on bismuth alone.” But since the 
physical properties with respect to which bismuth differs from 
carbon, and which have any probable connection with micro- 
phonic action, seem to be common in'various degrees to all 
metallic bodies, I venture to predict with tolerable confidence, 
that if the experiments described in the paper are repeated with 
suitable apparatus, it will be found that alt the conclusions 
arrived at with regard to bismuth (as lummarised in the abstract 
before referred to) are also true to a greater or le>$ extent for 
any other ordinary metal. Shelforo Bidwell 

Wandsworth, April 22 

[The necessary hrevi y of the note to which Mr. Bidwell refers 
precluded lengthy quotati ms. At the same time it was only 
natural to draw attention to the weak point in Mr, Bidwell's 
argument, namely, that the behaviour of the metals generally could 
n*>t with any certainty be argued from observatifrtiS made, as Mr. 
Bidwell admits, on the very metal which for practical ends 
ht to be avoided. It is greatly to 1* wi hed that Mr. Bidwell 
so far further improve the capabilities of his apparatus as 
not only to be able to get conclusive results with other metals 
bttt also so as to enable him to say why his apparatus gave results 
that were unsatisfactory and inconclusive with good conducting 
metah such as platinum and copper,] 

The Boating qf Birds 

For more than twenty years I have watched with admiration 
the soaring of the Wack vulture of Jamaica (Vultur aura), 
when once well up in the air it rarely moves its wings, except 
to change the direction of it* flight. It can soar whenever there 
is even a light wind. 


I entirely concur with Mr. Hubert Airy In the main print of 
his general conclusion, as given in vol. xxvii. p. 59a, ** Varia¬ 

tions in the strength and direction of current M can, a* he says, 
be so “ utilised M by birds as to enable them to soar. But a 
high wind i* not necessary; and a d >wnward current, even when 
approaching the perpendicular, may, if of sufficient velocity, be 
utilised. 

Whenever there is a wind there will be ascending and de .ccnd- 
ing currents in some places* This will be so even in a level 
lain which presents no considerable obstacles such as trees or 
uildings, to the stream of air. The plain will be bounded by 
hills of varying height, and it will vary in breadth. A stream 
of water would merely flow more rapidly through the narrower 
channels ; but a stream of air, being highly elastic, will aho rise 
and fall, and it will have its eddies in planes more or less 
inclined to the horizon, and will often acquire a rolling motion. 
Assuming the existence of ascending and descending currents, 
the soaring is a very simple matter. The bird contrives to 
remain much longer in the upu'ard currents than in the down- 
ward. It will glide along the ascending side of a wave of air 
and cut across the descending side* It will make many spiral 
turns in an ascending current of sufficient amplitude. I have 
often seen the vulture ascend thus for more than 3000 feet, 
keeping near a steep mountain side. If the bird encounters a 
descending current, of which it is instantly aware through the 
diminished pressure on its wings, it will either wheel to the right 
or left to get out of it, or, altering the pitch of its wings, will 
descend swiftly so as to acquire the necessary impetus for a rapid 
escape, or will do both. 

It can also avail itself of inequalities in the velocity of hori¬ 
zontal currents flowing parallel to one another at the same eleva¬ 
tion. The bird, let us suppose, encounters a strong horizontal 
current, at warm as it is rapid, issuing from a mountain valley 
or a cutting through a forest. Instantly throwing its wings into 
a plane nearly vertical, it receives on them the force of the 
current, and in a few seconds acquires Its velocity. Pitching its 
wings also for a downward flight it shoots quickly through the 
current, having acquired a speed more than sufficient for the 
recovery of its original elevation. If the current be very strong 
and very narrow, it need not be horizontal, but may approach 
the perpendicular. The bird will not remain in it long enough 
to be carried far down, while it acquires an impetus much more 
than compensating for the slight loss of elevation* It must be 
re m embered that when the bird is gliding at a high rate of 
speed, the resistance of the air, through its inertia, to any move¬ 
ment except in the plane of the wings, almost equils that of a 
solid body, and a change of directi >n causes a very alight Joss of 
momentum. 

What rapidity of currents b necessary for soaring must depend 
in peat measure on the structure of the bird. The vulture is, I 
believe, comparatively heavy, but I think thab having once 
acquired speed by a short and steep descent, it can glide 
through still air (or at right angles through air having a uniform 
horizontal notion) at the rate oI twenty miles an hour, descending 
not more than one in twenty. If, therefore, the bird could be 
always in an upward current of only one mile an hour, it eenrid 
maintain itself in the air, A gentle breeze of ten miles an hour, 
with one mile an hour of ascent—and a much steeper ascent than 
this must be frequent enough where there are hills-—would suffice 
to sustain the bird ; and as m average of ten miles an hour ita¬ 
lics local or occasional gusts of greater velocity, of which the 
rrd knows how to avail itself, it could ascend in such a current, 
and so be able to work to windward. If besides hills of 
moderate inclination, there are also trees, walU, houses, the air 
will often be driven upward*, vertically or nearly so, with as 
great or even greater speed than that of its average horizontal 
movement; and of this upward movement the birds avail them¬ 
selves mo t skilfully. 1 have frequently seen the vultures 
working their way thus against a high wind. Their movements 
are very irregular. Sometimes, to avoid a violent gust, they wiU 
drop almost perpendicularly to within a yard or two of the 
ground, and shooting abruptly tideways with the high velocity 
gained by the drop* will get into an upward current in which, if 
ample enough, they will wheel, or else will cross and recross ft, 
till they have gained a sufficient deration, and then, taking 
advantage of a lull, will glide to windward. 

With a breeze of only five miles an hour, there will be in 
many places upward currents of high indination caused by the 
usual frwgularitiee of surface. Keeping somr lines la these and 
sometimes in currents moire tflghtty esetnrifag, for t »ay, hem 





thirds of its time, and utilising also, as I have above explained, 
the more rapid of the descending currents, the bird can more 
than sustain itself. It con at wilt glide to windward at the rate 
of fifteen mile* an boor against the breeze, losing of elevation 
only one in twenty. R. Courtenay 

L/Erm itage, Hyires (Var), France, April 28 

Flight of Crows 

I CAN corroborate the observation of Mr. Murphy as to the 
oblique flight of crows. When I have seen them so dying tbeic 
has always been a cross current, and they have merely kept their 
heads a little to the wind. 

Cambridge Thos. McKenny Hughes 

Sheet Lightning 

Du choc des opiniont jaillit la vh'itf. I still adhere to your 
assertion that sheet lightning is not, at least in most cases, the 
mere reflection of a common but distant storm. On the high¬ 
lands of Ethiopia, in the years 1842 to 1848 I was diligei tly 
engaged in investigating the electrical phenomena so frequent in 
that region. The details of my observations were printed in 
1858 by the French Institute, and I have published again my 
results in my “Observations relatives k la Physique du Globe*’ 
(Paris, 1873). The following cases may be of interest 

Near the zenith eight successive flashes of lightning were seen 
21 seconds before their thunder, which lasted exactly 12 seconds. 
Another day it lasted 24'4s, thirty successive times, and, as pre¬ 
viously, without any rain. My greatest observed interval was 
liras., corresponding to a distance of 38,500 metres, &c. 

I have seen more than once straight or rigzag lightning unac¬ 
companied by thunder. One afternoon it went to and fro twice 
between two horizontal cloud banks, and ended in sheet light* 
nine which illuminated, not the lower dark hank, but only the 
uncler surface of the upper cloud, 1 have observed frequently 
thunder without lightning and lightning without thunder. 

When in Adwa I recorded silent sheet lightning towards 
Gondar, 240 kilometres distant, where a violent storm was 
raging at the same time. Before leaping to a hasty conclusion, 
let us hear a case bearing pointedly to the opposite opinion : in 
1845, at Saga (latitude 8° n 1 ), a semi-transparent fog which had 
mantled over the valley, and could not be more than 3500 metres 
distant, gave out a flash of sheet lightnirg without thunder. 

Although my numerous observations have given me a strong 
bias in favour of your opinion, I do not vmh to impose it on 
reluctant philosophers, but suggest the following system to clear 
up the question :—Let two observers, A and B, 40 or 50 miles 
asunder, mention instances of lightning seen in each other’s true 
bearing. If they can also secure the help of a third observer 
located on or near the straight line from A to B, and who can 
watch in 4wo opposite directions, many important results rimy be 
obtained, Antoine n’ABBAniE 

Paris, May 5 

The American Trpttlng-Horae 

Mr, Brewer's memoir on the evolution of the breed of the 
American trotting-horse (Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 609), and the 
statistical tables that accompany it, are full ot interest, but 
i only propose now to concern myself with the latter, which 
may be easily and usefully dlscuwed by employing a statistical 
method that I have long advocated. In explanation I will begin 
by extracting the final terms of four of the lines of his table, as 
follows i— 
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The meaning of these entries are, that In the year 1871 there 
Jrefh go horses that could te a mile in a minutes 27 seconds, or 
wj 'that In the same year these were 40 that could trot it in 
* mute* &j teconds, or lew; aud io on. Their significance is 


that die rate per mile of the hundred fastest American trotting- 
hones has become 2 seconds faster in each successive period of 
3 years, beginning with 187 1, and ending with 1880 ; also that 
the relative speed of the hundred fastest homes in each year is 
closely the same, though their absolute speed differs. 

We may read the table in another way. If the number of 
horses that can run a mile in 2 minutes 27 seconds or less is 
09, we may infer without risk of sensible error that the 99th 
horse in the order of running accomplishes a mile in that time 
exactly , because the tooth horse certainly takes a longer time, 
and it Is statistically incredible that the rate of the 99th and of 
the 100th horses should differ by more than a bareJy perceptible 
interval. For the tame reason we may infer that the 40th horse 
in that same year runs a mile in 2 minutes 25 feconds, and so on. 
We can now draw curves, and by graphical interpolation find 
with the greatest facility the mile rate of the horse in any order 
of running in any year that we please to select. I have selected 
the lootb, 50th, 20th, and 10th horse respectively for each year 
beginning with 1874, when we are informed that the returns first 
begin to te accurate, and have thrown the results into the fol¬ 
lowing simple table. The curves obviously required a little 
smoothing here and there, and in three or four places the read¬ 
ings have been thereby modified by one or two tenths of a 
second. Otherwise they are given directly from the rough 
plottings. 

Number of Seconds and Tenths of Seconds in F.xects of 7 wo 
Minutes that are required for Running One Mile by the 
Horses whose Order in the Rate of Running in each Year is 
given at the Top of the Columns 


Y ear. 1 

j 

tooth. 

50th, 

ao tir. 

iolh. 

1874 

25*1 

234 

20*5 

iS*8 

187s 

24* I 

22 5 

19-9 

18*2 

1876 

1877 

23*5 

21*6 

19-5 

17*7 

22 '9 

21*0 

190 

l?‘4 

1878 

22 I 

20*2 

18-5 

17*0 

I879 ! 

21’3 

! 196 

180 

16*6 

1880 

20'8 

1 *9 3 

17*6 

16*0 

l88l ' 

20*4 

! 18*8 

17*2 

157 

1882 

19*9 

! >8-4 

17*0 

L5'4 

Anticipated \ 
1890 / ] 

i6'8 

>5*5 

*4'4 

, 1 3' 4 


Mem .—The first horse runs the mile in about 5 or 6 seconds less, 
than the tenth horse. 

It will be found on plotting the figures in the vertical columns 
into curve?, that they run with much regularity and differ 
little from straight lines. The general conclusion to he de¬ 
rived from them is that the improvement of the running 
shows as yet little tendency to slacken, though no doubt if the 
number of horses bred for trotting ceased to increase yearly at 
the same large rate as hitherto, it might do so. Supposing, 
however, the conditions to be maintained, I Bbould anticipate 
that in 1890 there will be about 15 horses that will run a mile in 
2 minutes 15 seconds or less, and that the fastest horse of that 
year will run a mile in about 2 minutes 8 seconds. 

Francis Galton 

The Shapes of Leaves 

Mr. Grant Allen's papers in Nature will evidently 
serve to direct attention to a most interesting subject which 
hitherto appears to have been touch neglected. Every- con¬ 
tribution of observed facts may tend to throw further light 
upon it, and I therefore venture to remark that one cause 
of the frequently filiform character of the leaves of water- 
plants appears to be the elongating action exercised upon the 
cells by the pressure of a rapid current of water, unce it i» 
Obvious that growth must take place in the direction of the 
leatf resistance. With a radiate-veined leaf the tendency must 
be towards lateral pressure, which would compress and elongate, 
and so give a linear form to the leaf-cells. I have been much 
interested to observe that on the seashore, in places where Fuci 
are exposed to this action by the ebbing tide, as when growing 
on the edge of a large boulder or hanging over its rides the 
fronds and even the receptacles become unusually elongated. 
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On the other hind, where a freshwater stream mingles with the being aa unusual phenomenon. The cause depends upon 
salt water in pools left by the tide, and the endosmotic action of many circumstances necessary for inch observations* chiefly a 
the water set up by its reduced density is greater, the algae calm reflecting surface of water in front, behind, and around 
become broader if flat, or of more inflated character if tubular, the observer, making their appearance local as well as un- 
This is well seen in Dumontia filiformis y EnUromorpha intati - frequent, 

mmtts, and Ckondrut cris/us. The influence exerted by the The halo marked A, caused by the sun's rays passing through 
character of the surrounding medium and pressure may also the thin cirri, was reflected from the surface of the water on the 
be ohserved in that interesting genus of freshwater plants, English Channel side of the island, producing the large white 
Callitriche, E. M, Holmes lialo b, and passing over the sun's centre, the non-eoncentric arcs 

- c being most probably reflected from the harbour side, the 

bright iridescent arcs at d on the large white halo B being the 
Solar Halo reflected crossings of the two halos atK. I have fixed the points 

I beg to forward herewith diagram and remarks of solar of the zenith ana due south horizon as approximately as possible; 
halo as observed here to-day, thinking it may be of interest, the observer facing due south, the iridiscent arc D was nearly 



Solar Halo as observed at Portland, Dorset, April a8, r8Bj. 


vertical, and about the same distance from the sun’s centre to j 
the .'estimated centre of large halo B, viz. 12° ; the diameter of 
halo B was a little over double that of A. 

Latitude of Verne . 50® 3a' 86" N. 

Longitude of Verne . 2° 23' 40" W. 

Altitude of highest point of Verne 495 feet above sea-level 
(Ord, B.M.). 

Time (local): first observed at 12.20 p.m.; brightest aspect 
,a ; 3 0 .P\ ro * \ duration about three-quarters of an hour. Cloud, 
thin cirri, with cumulo-stratus low in northern horizon. Amount, 
9. Wind, S. E. Cardwell, 

Late Supervisor Meteorological Department, Bombay 

Verne Citadel, Portland, Dorset, April 28 

I send inclosed a diagram of a system of solar halos observed 
here on Saturday last. If one may* credit the oldest inhabitant, 
the phenomenon is very rare in these latitudes ; in fact the 
ancient manners frequenting the New Key End declare they 
never saw the like in all their wanderings. 

My attention was first called to it at 12,25 p.m., when it 
pmented the appearance I have depicted; but l am told that 
fiarlier in the day a white halo was seen south of the sun. The 


smaller circle bad the sun for its centre, round which the sky 
was of a leaden cast a* far as the edge; the fringed portions 
represent brilliantly coloured partial halos, or corona?. Hie 
larger circle was, as near as I could guess, 40* diam. Its dr* 
conference cut the centre of the smaller circle, was brilliantly 
white, perfectly defined as seen from here, and narrow. I am 
told that, seen from high ground some four miles from here, it 
presented the appearance of two horns. The phenomenon 
lasted after I observed it about an hour, during which time a 
peculiar haze was drifting over the sky, which, when viewed 
carefully, seemed to have a hair-like structure, especially when 
seen passing the bright edge of the larger HaIo. X may add 
that the surface Wind was southerly, the drift of the haze S.S.E. t 
a line joining the centres of the circles would point E.N.E. at 
about one oksloek. Tho. B, Groves 

Weymouth, April 50 

Mock Moone 

The explanation of the phenomenon observed on the 16th 
uiu, which is given by ,, Srt. w of Rugby, appears tp etot to he 
scarcely satisfactory. According to the usual nxpkmqtton of 
Halos, parhelia, ana paraselene, which attributes them to rdftac- 
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tion by prismatic ice*cry»tals at high elevations, the parhelia 
always appear cm the horizontal parheliacal ring which passes 
through the centre of the ran, and generally at the intersection 
of this ring with the vertical halo. The two parhelia most 
therefore always lie in a line parallel to the horizon, and at the 
same elevation as the son itself. The same laws regulate the 
appearance of the paraselene or mock moons. It therefore 
surprised me to learn that the left*hand mock moon appeared at 
a greater distance from the horizon than the right-hand one. It 
seemed to me to be 44 unaccountably out of place." That the 
circle should have subtended an angle of 50°, as stated by 
** 8m.,” is in it sell unusual. The normal diameter is understood 
to be from 44 0 to 47°. Did “Sm.” actually measure it? To 
my judgment it was considerably more than this, but of course 
mare estimates are not trustworthy. I do not see how a 41 change 
of level of the refracting cloud ” should alter the position of the 
mock moons. This must depend upon the relative positions of 
the moon and the observer's eye. If the cloud is not in the 
right place no mock moons will be seen. I should be glad of a 
satisfactory explanation of the phenomenon recorded. 

Birstal Hill, Leicester, May 7 F. T. Mott 


Referring to a letter from Mr. F. T. Mott in Nature, 
vol, xxvii, p, 606, 1 find that at midnight on April 16 the 
moon's apparent altitude at Leicester was not more than 26°; 
so that after allowing for the difficulty of seeing the actual 
horizon, and taking also into account the breadth of the halo, it 
seems improbable that the halo observed by Mr. Mott was of 
unusual size. 

I have, however, seen a description somewhere of a parhelion 
—measured with a sextant about the end of last century—which 
had a semidiameter of 26°. It would be interesting to know 
whether such irregularities in the dimensions of these phenomena 
have been accurately ascertained. R. C. Johnson 

19, Catherine Street, Liverpool 


Sun Pillar of April 6, 1883 

It may be of interest to record the various points from which 
the above phenomenon was seen. I was at St. David’s with a 
party of geological students, and we watched it for some time as 
we were returning from the coast at sunset. 

Cambridge Thos. McKenny Hughes 


FibrebaUs 

I read with much interest the letters of Prof. G. H. Darwin 
and “J. H. f ” Nature, vol. xxvii. pp. 507, 580. On the 
epast of South Australia, especially on the Coorong beach, 1 
have seen fibreballs in great quantity; some larger than a 
cricket ball, and perfectly spherical, hard, and well-matted; 
others tapering ana having the form of an exceedingly long 
ellipse. 1 brought home many specimens. These are now in 
the Wragge Museum at Stafford ; and I shall be happy to have 
some forwarded for Prof. Darwin’s inspection. 

Fort William Cx-ement L. Wraoge 


Helix pomatia 

Only a few more lines to say, in consequence of the com¬ 
munication of Mr. Stokoe in your last number (p. 6), that he 
wi)l find the mollusca in their geological relations treated in the 
Introduction to my work on 44 British Conchology,” vol. i.p. cix. 
The distribution of pomatia in this country and on the Con- 
wttent is noticed in pp. 177 and J78 of that volume, and in the 
supplement to the fifth volume. J, Gwyn Jeffreys 

I, The Terrace, Kensington, May 4 


} have found this freely in the hedge-bottoms of Hertford- 
*Wre lanes, where the soil was a dark alluvial mould, certainly 
not cretaceous* I suspect that even in its known localities it is 
very local Henry Cecil 

ffogner, Bournemouth, May 5 

' ij? two of the localities mentioned for this snail—Dorking, 

. §tifs?syj and Woodford, Northamptonshire—there seems some 
So suspect it to be a modem Introduction* From 1849 


to 1852 I lived within two miles of Woodford, and often found 
the shells in a small wood known as Woodford Shrubbery. It 
was commonly said in the neighbourhood at that time that the 
snails were brought from abroad by the gentleman—I think 
General Arbuthnot—who bad formed the Shrubbery some thirty 
years before that date. 

I also found, many years ago, shells of the same species about 
the foot of Box Hill, near Dorking, and was told by a former 
resident in that neighbourhood that the snails were brought from 
Italy by Mr. Hope, of Deepdene, who was well known in the 
early part of this century as a w ritcr on the mediaeval architecture 
of Italy. I give the statements for what they may be werth. 

Longhton J. C. 

Intelligence in Animals 

In addition to the long list of ** emotions which resemble 
human intelligence ss occurring in animals below the human 
specie?,’ 1 as given by your correspondent on the authority of Dr. 
Romanes (Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 580), and the instance of 
“benevolence” subsequently cited, 1 venture to submit the 
following os illustrating something very like the emotion of 
contempt. 

Until recently our domesticated animals included two cats—one 
a very fine tabby (a trimmed male) of somewhat morose nature, 
and a pretty little black cat, a half-bred Persian (a female) of 
very gentle character. On a noticeable occasion the tabby cat 
caught a mouse end ate it all up with much relish in a comer of 
the room. The proceeding was watched with much interest by 
the black cat from her place on the hearthrug. After the tabby 
had finished bis repast he also took up his place on the hearth¬ 
rug. The black cat then went over And smelled the spot where 
the dainty morsel had been devoured. Upon this the tabby cat 
came up and "boxed ” the black cat’s ears once or twice, as 
who should say, “What busine.s have you with my affairs? 
catch your own mice ! ” W. R. HUGHES 

Handsworth Wood, near Birmingham, May $ 


May I contribute another case of higher thought in the lower 
animals. At the farm of Granton Mains, near Edinburgh, an 
old cat had become blind ; her daughter had kittens. The 
daughter was observed bringing in a sparrow to the boiler-house, 
where her blind mother and her half-grown kittens were 
warming themselves : the kittens came up to get the sparrow, 
but their mother kept them off and gave the sparTOW to her 
mother, and watched whilst she ate it. She was frequently seen 
to give other food to her blind mother. 

My children have a fox terrier bitch, “Dot.” Dot loves to 
kill anything from a cat to a mouse, and sometimes a wild 
rabbit gets into the garden, and it is a red-letter day for Dot and 
the children. But the children have also tame rabbits ; of course 
any one who knows dogs will understand that it is simple to 
teach them not to touch pets—for instance, the cat of their own 
house. But Dot had a curious case to decide. The children 
had found a nest of wild rabbits, and two of the tame rabbits 
(black and white) had made a hole in a bank and there had 
young ones. This nest was respected by Dot. The children 
took the young wild rabbits (gray) and fostered them on the 
tame ones by slipping them into the nest. A few days after this, 
Dot must have discovered these gray young ones with the black 
and white. Had she found them anywhere else, one snap, and 
they were dead ; but this was the line she took : she was found 
at the front door under the porch with one of the young gray 
rabbits, quite fifty yards from the nest; it was quite unhurt, 
although it died afterwards, I believe from cold and exposure at 
the time, Are we to suppose that Dot wished to ask the ques¬ 
tion, “ May I kill this gray one?” Duncan Stewart 

Knockriocb, May a 


THE SOLAR ECLIPSE OF 1883 

/ T'HIS eclipse, as our readers have already been made 
l aware, took place on Sunday last, and we may hope, 
although we shall not know for more than a month, that 
the weather was favourable. We shall not hear whether 
the French arrived in time, but we do know that the 
English observers met the American party, consisting of 
Prof. Holden, Dr* Hastings, Mr. Rockwell, Mr. Preston, 
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Lieut Brown, and Mr. Upton, the first mentioned astro- , 
nomer being in charge, at Panama. They expected to 1 
arrive at Callao on the 20th March last, and to leave j 
either in the Hartford or the Ptnsacola within the 
•few days. That would give them ample time to reach the 
Caroline Islands, and make the arrangements necessary 
, for the observation. It was the intention of Prof. Holden 
to take the combined English and American party on to 
Flint Island if he found that Dr. Jannsen had already 
established his party on Caroline. This, of course, was a 
very proper decision, as it would double the chances Of 
favourable weather. We give the time-table for observa¬ 
tion supplied to the English observers, which they were 
instructed to carry out down to its mpst minute detail, if 
all the instruments were landed and set up without 
damage. 

It will be seen that the English attack was to be en¬ 
tirely photographic ; no eye observations were to be made. 
And if all nas gone well, something between fifty and 


sixty photographs may be hoped for. The table perhaps 
requires a little explanation, which we will now proceed to 
give. It followed from work undertaken with that special 
object in Egypt last year, that eclipse observations can 
now definitely begin ten minutes before totality, and end 
about ten minutes after. With an eclipse therefore of 
about five minutes’ duration, as in the present case, the 
work ranges over a period of five-and-twenty minutes, and 
if the plate* are as sensitive as they can now very well be, 
it is quite easy to see that a very large number of photo- 
graphs may be taken. The greatest interest of course at¬ 
taches to the spectroscopic photographs to be taken by 
means of a siderostat and the equatorials. As in former 
eclipses the plates exposed in the photoheliogm^bs wail 
secure the appearan e of the corona surrounding the image 
of the dark moon; but on the present occasion an attempt 
was to be made to take these photographs on a much larger 
scale than usual, a scab or four inches to tho moon's 
diameter. Coming to the *j*kt*a themselves, we find 
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four *pectffofl6ap*s fed by the light reflected by a siderastat , 
of 3p> cent, diameter, these four spectroscopes being j 
bracketed together very much like a Gatling gun, and 
pointed to tae siderostit, which has a very excellent 
dock attached to it The first spectroscope, called the 
“ Hilyer,” in the programme, is an integrating one, and 
will integrate for us the light of the whole region round 
the sun during the entire period of totality on a plate 
which is allowed to tall very slowly by means of a clock- 1 
work arrangement If any change, therefore, takes place ! 
in the spectrum of these regions during this period, it will 
be recorded on this moving plate in historical sequence, so , 
that, the beginning and end of exposure being known, 
the time at which any definite change takes place can be 
deter mined* The Rowland grating coining next on the 
list, which was generously given to Mr. Norman Lockyer 
by Professor Rowland, is one of ten feet focus, and has 
a large surface with 14,000 Lines to the inch, forming of 
course a most excellent and simple prismatic camera, the 
first and second order spectra both being utilised The 
prismatic camera and slit spectroscope of two prisms 
were two instru nents arranged by Capt. Abney lor the 
eclipse last year. They are on the model of the instru¬ 
ments designed for the eclipse of 1875 in Siam, but have 
the advantage of possessing plates which are sensitive 
to the whole of the spectrum, The work to be do te 
by the equatorial is of a very similar nature to that to 
be atte apted with the siderostat, except that it was 
intended by varying the time of exposure from long 
to very short periods to make certain of something. All 
the cameras, except the 4< HUger,’’ in which the plate 
moves by clockwork, arc fitted with long plates, of which 
only small strips are exposed at a time, ati 1 the exposure 
is managed, not by changing the plate as in the ordinary 
method, but by turning a screw. The wor J " expose ” in the 
table therefore shows the precise moment, at which, if the 
instructions are carried out, a new strip of plat will be 
exposed to the action of the light before, during, and 
after totality, and it will be seen that the exposures 
are varied both before and after totality, so as to get the 
greatest possible difference in time during which each 
part of the plate receives its impression. From a letter 
received by Mr. Norman Lockyer from Messrs. Lawrance 
and Woods, we know that the American astronomers in¬ 
tended giving them all possible facilities for carrying out the 
combined Royal Society and Solar Physics Comnitiee’i 
programme ; and that the attention of the English 
observers will be concentrated on the siderostat and equa¬ 
torial*, as two officers of the American ship have been toldr 
off to work the photo-heliographs and look after the 
eclipse clock, which is so arranged that it keeps all the 
observers together by indicating to each one of them the 
exact number of seconds still left for his work, with the addi¬ 
tional advantage that each number of seconds announced 
by the officer in charge is a distinct order to do a certain 
thing, as in the case of the various exposures indicated 
in tne list 


LECTURES TO WORKING MEN 

T RE three courses of Lectures to Working Men given 
at the Museum of Practical Geology, Jermyn Street, 
during the present session, by the stun of the Normal 
School of SiWce and the Royal School of Mines. came 
to an end last Monday* and, as on former occasions, (t gave 
rise to regret that more cannot be done in this direction, 
both with negat'd to the number of courses given, anl the 
number of persons accommodated in each case. The 
theatre at Jermyn Street restricts the audience to something 
over 600, while of late years the applications for tickets have 
never been leas than 3,000. The tickets for each course— 
fur whicksixpence is ci&rged as a registration fee—are 
***** only to bond juk working men, who must bring with 


them a paper on which is stated their name and oca*- 
pation. Some of the lectures of the last course—that 
given by Mr. Norman Lockyer, on "The Earth and k* 
Movements **—were listened to by the Japanese Minister, 
and an official connected with the Education Department 
of Japan. At their request a list was drawn up showing 
the trades of the audience. This list, in the case of 500 who 
attended the last course, we are permitted to give, and we 
think our readers wiH find it an interesting one. Seeing 
that there is this anxiety on the part of working men to 
learn, and that less than one in three of those so desirous of 
learning can have an opportunity of doing so, we trust 
that in future years the Lecture Theatre at South Kensing¬ 
ton will be utilised in this direction, as well as that at 
Jermyn Street. There is Uttle doubt, of course, that a 
Liberal Government, represented by the Treasury officials, 
naturally anxious in all ways to protect the public purse 
against all claims, whether good or bad, might object to 
this being done at the public cost, but seeing that the 
lectures are given as a labour of love by the various pro¬ 
fessors such an objection would scarcely be urged, and 
we confess too that we should not only like to see the 
theatre at South Kensington utilised in this way, but the 
theatres at University College, King's College, and other 
institutions that might be named. We do not believe 
that the professors at these institutions are less anxious 
for the progress of knowledge among the working classes 
than those who are connected with the Government 
School, and this being so, we may hope to see at some 
future time a united effort to supply what is at present a 
great want, and a gap in our educational programme. 


Trades of 500 of the audience at the last course of 
Lectures to Working Men, April and May, 1883 


1 Bag Maker. 

6 Bakers, 

2 Basket Makers. 

28 Boot and Shoe Makers. 

1 Brewer. 

2 Brush Makers. 

I Billiard Table Maker. 

6 Builders (Foremen). 

1 Butler. 

3 Brass FinLhers. 

2 Bricklayer. 

7 Bookbinder-'. 

6 Cabinet Makers. 

52 Carpenters and Joi ;ers, 

8 Coach Painters. 

Co-ip >wt >r». 

Carvers. 

I Cigar Maker. 

4 Chemisth and Druggists. 
13 Clerks, 

3 Curriers. 

6 Dentists. 

4 Designers. 

1 Die Sinker. 

1 Draper. 

2 Draughtsmen. 

25 Engineers. 

2 Engraver*, 
z Envelope Maker, 
l Fishing Rxl Maker, 

5 Gasfitters, 
l Gardener, 

7 Gilders, 

1 Greengrocer. 

2 Grainers. 

3 Glft'scutters. . 

4 Gun Makers. 

7 Ratters. 

1 Hairdresser. 

1 Hinge Maker. 

1 Hammerman* 
l Hemp Dresser, 

23 House Painters. 


6 Iron Founders. 

23 Instrument Makers. 

37 jewellers. 

1 Lamp Maker. 

1 Lead Glazier. 

3 Lithographers. 

1 Locksmith. 

4 Stonemasons. 

1 Mattress Maker. 

2 Milkmen. 

6 Opticians. 

9 Pianoforte Makers. 

3 Perfumers. 

6 Photographers. 

1 Picture Frame Maker. 
t 6 Plunpdiert. 

2 Pocket Book Makers. 

2 Polishers. 

10 Porters and Messengers. 

6 Portmanteau Makers. 

6 Plasterer*. 

1 Quarry man. 

6 Salesmen. 

5 Saddle & Harness Makers, 
1 Saw Maker. 

1 Soda Water Bottler. 

7 Shop A-siatante. 

4 Stationer*. 

1 Smith, 

1 Stoker. 

2 Storekeepers. 

17 Tailors. 

4 Teachers. 

1 Traveller. 

6 Tinmen. 

5 Turners. 

1 Twine Spinner. 

2 Umbrella. Makers. 

6 Upholsterers. 

8 Watch Makers. 

1 Warehouseman. 

3 Wheelwrights. 

7 Zinc Worker*. 
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CIRRIFORM CLOUDS 

P a 4< Note on a Proposed Scheme for the Observation 
of the Upper Clouds ” the Rev. W. Clement Ley has 
written an abstract of part of a large work on clouds, 
which he is now preparing for publication. This note 
has been circulated with h view of obtaining suggestions 
on the scheme of classification, observation, and tele¬ 
graphy, which the writer has submitted to his colleagues 
of the Committee on Cirrus observations, nominated by 
the International Meteorological Committee in 1882. 

The author follows the primary outlines of cloudr 
classification proposed by Luke Howard, dividing the 
objects of observation into cirriforms, cumuliforms, 
stratiform®, and composites; while in the subdivision of 
these primary types he has been induced by reasons, the 
cogency.of which he hopes to demonstrate, to deviate very 
considerably from Howard’s classification. The true 
cirriforms, to the discussion of which the note is re¬ 
stricted, are divided by Mr. Ley as follows: cirrus, 
cirro-filum, cirro-velum (with its variety mammatura), 
cirro-nebula, and cirro-granum. The author has been, 
u after many years devoted to the consideration of the 
subject, reluctantly compelled to give up the employment 
of the two terms 4 cirro-stratus ’ and ‘ cirro-cumulus.’ 
Their use has led to endless confusion. In point of struc¬ 
ture the clouds usually called cirro-cumuli belong essen¬ 
tially to the higher stratiforms, consisting of nubecules 
separate, or partly coalescing, occupying a layer of 
atmosphere of very small vertical thickness, but of very 
great horizontal extent, and they are not formed in nature 
by those processes which are productive of clouds either 
of the cirrus or of the cumulus type. They are not, in 
fact, either in appearance or in mode of physical forma¬ 
tion, either compounds of cirrus with cumulus or hybrids 
between cirrus and cumulus. Therefore in practice the 
use of the word cirro-cumulus has led to a large number 
of clouds of no great elevation being classified among the 
cirriforms, a result which was of little consequence when 
the laws regulating the upper currents of the atmosphere 
had received no examination, but which must be abso¬ 
lutely fatal to a scheme based upon those laws, according 
to which new and most valuable results will be attained. 
The name cirro-stratus is almost equally objectionable, 
and for similar reasons.” 

Six pages of this note are devoted to instructions on a 
system of observing and reporting by telegraph the struc¬ 
ture and movements of the upper clouds ; and the author 
shows that, if this system be adopted on an extensive scale, 
results of great practical importance may be anticipated. 
The indispensable pre requisite is a clear and scientific 
classification of clouds according to physical structure, 


SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS IN CHINA AND 
JAPAN 

"\ 7 ARIOUS steps in the progress of China and Japan 
v in the adoption of Western science and educational 
methods have from time to time been noticed in these 
columns. To the popular mind the names of the two 
countxfea are synonymous with rigid unreasoning con¬ 
servatism and with rapid change respectively. The 
grave, dignified Chines^ who maintains his own dress 
and habits even when isolated amongst strangers, and 
whose motto appears to be, Stare super vias antiguas, is 
popularly believed to be animated by a sullen, obstinate 
hostility towards any introduction from the West, however 
plain its value may be; while his gayer and more mer¬ 
curial neighbour, the Japanese, is regarded as the true 
child of the old age of die West, following assiduously in 
its parent’s footsteps, and pursuing obediently the path 
marked out by European experience. There is consider- 
able misconception in this, as indeed there is at all times 
in the English popular mind with regard to strange 


peoples. Broadly speaking, it is no doubt correct to say 
that Japan has adopted Western inventions and scientific 
appliances with avidity ; that she has shown a desire for 
change which is abnormal, and a disposition to destroy 
her charts and sail away into un surveyed seas, while 
China remains pretty much where she always was. She is 
now, with some exceptions, what she was twenty, two 
hundred, perhaps two thousand years ago, while a new 
Japan has been created in fifteen years. AH this, we say, 
is true, but it is not the whole truth. China also has h$d 
her changes; not indeed so marked or rapid, not so much 
in the nature of a volte-face on all her past as those of her 
neighbour. The radical difference between the two 
countries in this respect we take to be this : that while 

i fapan loves change for the sake of change, China dislikes 
t, and will only adopt it when it is clearly demonstrated 
to her that change is absolutely necessary. To the 
Japanese change appears to be a delightful excitement, to 
the Chinese a distasteful necessity; to the former whatever 
is must be wrong, to the latter whatever is is right. As a 
consequence of this difference between the two peoples, 
when China once makes a step forward it is generally 
after much deliberation, and is never retraced. Japan is 
constantly undertaking new schemes with little care or 
thought for the morrow, but with the applause of inju¬ 
dicious foreign friends. In a short time she discovers that 
she has underrated the expense or exaggerated the resulis, 
and her projects are straightway abandoned as rapidly 
and thoughtlessly as they were commenced. Swift sug¬ 
gested as a suitable subject for a philosophical writer a 
history of human projects which were never carried out; 
the historian of modern Japan finds these at every turn. 
Where, for example, are the results of the great surveys, 
trigonometrical and others, which were commenced in 
Yezo and the main island about ten years ago ? A large, 
expensive, but highly competent foreign staff was en¬ 
gaged, and worked for a few years; but suddenly the 
whole survey department was swept away, and the valu¬ 
able instruments are, or were recently, lying rusting in a 
warehouse in Tokio. The same story may be told of 
scores of other scientific or educational undertakings in 
Japan. An able and careful writer, Col. H. S. Palmer, 
R.E., who has recently, with a friendly and sympathetic 
eye, examined the whole field of recent Japanese pro¬ 
gress, in the British Quarterly Review , is forced to 
acknowledge this. “ Once having recognised,” says this 
officer, 44 that progress is essential to welfare, and having 
resolved, first amongst the nations of the East, to throw 
off past traditions and mould their civilisation after that 
of Western countries, it was not in the nature of the 
lively and impulsive Japanese to advance along the path 
of reform with the calmness and circumspection that 
might have been possible to a people of less active tem¬ 
perament, Without doubt many foreign institutions were 
at first adopted rather too hastily, and the passing diffi¬ 
culties which now beset Japan are to some extent the 
inevitable result.” It would be blindness to deny that the 
net result of the Japanese efforts is progress of a very 
remarkable kind, but it is a progress which in many 
respects lacks the firm and abiding characteristics of 
Chinese movements. 

The proverb, Chi va piano va sano, which was recom¬ 
mended ten years ago to Japanese attention by an eminent 
English official, and apparently disregarded by them, has 
been adopted by their continental neighbours. To the 
blandishments of pushing diplomatists or acute pro¬ 
moters, the Chinese are deaf. However we may felicitate 
ourselves on our inventions, scientific appliances;, 4 the 
railway and the steamship and the thoughts that shake 
mankind, 1 ” our progress, the newspapers, the penny pest, 
and what not, China will not adopt them simply because 
we have found their value and are proud of them. But 
if, within the range of her own experience, she finds the 
advantage of these things, she Drill employ them with a 
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rapidity and decision surpassing those of the Japanese. 
A conspicuous instance of this will be found in her recent 
action with respect to telegraphs. For years the Chinese 
steadily refused to have anything to do with them ; the 
small land line which connected the foreign community 
of Shanghai with the outer world, was maintained against 
the violent protests of tbe local authorities, and the cable 
companies experienced some difficulty in getting per¬ 
mission to land their cables. But during tbe winter of 
1 $79-80, when war with Russia was threatening, the value 
of telegraphs was demonstrated to the Peking Govern¬ 
ment. The Peiho at Tientsin was closed by ice against 
steamers, and news could only be carried to the capital 
by overland couriers from Shanghai. Before a year 
elapsed a land line of telegraph was being constructed 
between this port and Tientsin ; in a few months the line 
was In working order, and the Chinese metropolis is now 
in telegraphic communication with every capital in 

conservatism, respect for antiquity, Conceit, pre¬ 
judice, call it what we will, has something in it that 
extorts our respect. Let us imagine a dignified and culti¬ 
vated Chinese official conversing with a pushing Man¬ 
chester or Birmingham manufacturer, who descants on 
the benefits of our modern inventions. He would probably 
commune with himself in this wise, whatever reply 
Oriental politeness would dictate to his interviewer: 
"China has got on very welt for some tens of centuries 
without the curious things of which this foreigner speaks; 
she has produced in that time statesmen, poets, philo¬ 
sophers, soldiers; her people appear to have had their 
share of affliction, but not more than those of Europe ; 
why should we now turn around at the bidding of a 
handful of strangers who know little of us or our 
country, and make violent changes in our life and habits ? 
A railway in a province will throw thousands of coolies 
and boatmen out of employment, and bring on them 
misery and starvation. This foreigner says that railways 
and telegraphs have been found beneficial in his country ; 
good, let his countrymen have them if they please, but 
let us rest as we are for the present. Moreover, past 
events have not given us such faith in Europeans that 
we Should take all they say for wisdom and justice.*' A 
day will undoubtedly come when China also will have her 
great mechanical and scientific enterprises ; but what we 
contend for here is that nothing we can say or do will 
bring that time an hour nearer. European public opinion 
is to China a dead letter; she refuses to plead before that 
tribunal. Each step of her advance along our path must, 
be the result of her own reflection and experience; and 
our wisest policy would be to leave her to herself to 
advance on it as she deems best. Sinensis 


Europe. 

This 


PROF. LINDS TROM ON OPERCULATE 
CORALS 1 


'T'HE extinct stony corals, tbe calicles of which are 
* provided with calcareous opercula, have ever been 
a puzzle to naturalists, since they are almost entirely with¬ 
out parallel amongst ousting Anthozoa. The genera and 
species are not numerous, and are all of Palaeozoic age. 
By far the finest and best preserved specimens of the 
most important forms are found in the Silurian strata in 
the Island of Gothland in the Baltic, and are collected for 
the National Museum at Stockholm, where they come 
under the care of Prof. Lindstrdm, the author of the 
present memoir, so justly distinguished for his palaeonto¬ 
logical researches generally, and especially for those on 
corals. In this memoir he gives a rimmt of all the 
forms of operculate corals as yet known, embodying an 
immense amount of important new information derived 
from his own prolonged investigations on a series of most 


^3^JwohIiaFon*iatlflnfnuw OpitfkoIWmnde KoraUtr” 

G. Ltadatr&n, BUiAsg til! K. Svtpakt, Vtt. Akfcd. Hondlingar, B. 7* No. 


Af 

4 - 


remarkable specimens which I had the advantage of 
seeing and having explained to me by him in the summer 
of last year. The whole paper forms a most valuable con¬ 
tribution to our knowledge of these especially interesting 
and peculiar corals. 



FtG. 1 ,—Goniophyllum pyramid air {mntatio Hcnwi*), vievrod from above, 
with the opercular valve* in sittt of the natural sin. 


The first operculate coral described was Goniophyllum 
pyramidale , which Bromell in 1729 placed amongst the 
corals. The best known, and the one concerning which 
there has been the greatest difference of opinion, is Cd/- 
ceola sandalituxy which was first figured in 1749 from the 
collection of Rosinus of Hamburg, by Briichmann, who 
pointed out the resemblance of the coral to the front of a 
woman’s slipper. 

Briichmann referred Calceola to the corals just as 
Bromell had Goniophyllum, hut this was mainly because 
neither he or other "early authors following him were 
acquainted with the opercula belonging to the specimens. 
Linnd placed Calceola with the Mollusca as Anomia 
sandaHna ,. Later it was referred to the Brachiopoda, a 
position in which a large number of eminent modern 
authorities retain it. If Calceola stood alone, the gravest 
doubts might certainly be entertained as to its having 
any relations to the corals; but now that a series of 
clearly allied forms such as Goniophyllum and Rhizophyl- 
lum, also bearing opercula, have had their structure so 
fully and satisfactorily worked out as has been done by 
Prof. Lindstrom, it is hardly possible not to follow him 
in placing the whole amongst the Anthozoa. The curious 
arrangement of the septa in Calceola closely resembles 
that m Goniophyllum as regards the septa both in the 
calicles and on the opercula. It is almost impossible to 
doubt the Anthozoan nature of Goniophyllum, whilst both 
it and Rhizophyllutn, which has like Calceola an oper¬ 
culum of a single piece only, demonstrate their close 
relation to numerous recognised Palaeozoic corals by 
exhibiting intracalicynal gemmation, and developing, like 
many other corals, abundance of roots. 

The author divides the Anthozoa aperculata into two 
families— 

I. Calceolidae (or Heterotoechidae), distinguished by 
having the septa on the inner face of the operculum not 
alike and a median septum the largest. 

II. Arseopomatidae (or Homotaechidse), with the septa 
on the operculum all alike and no defined median septum. 

The Calceolidse include all those forms in which the 
operculum, whether composed of one or four valves, has 
this valve or valves marked inside with a stout prominent 
median septum. 

The family fells into two groups—the one in which the 
operculum consists of a single valve containing three 
genera, namely: the well-known Calceola, distinguished 
by not multiplying by budding, being thus never com¬ 
pound, by having no root-tubes, and not showing vesicu¬ 
lar structure internally; and two others—Rhizophylhim 
and Platyphyllum—in both of which calicynai gemmation 
occurs ana the internal structure is vesicular, somewhat 
as in Cystiphylhim. 

In Rkizophylluro, a genus founded by Lindstrdm, the 
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coraUum to very much like that of Caiceola in rfrape, but 
more elongated. Jt may be simple or form large masses 
by two modes of budding—either calicynal budding, or 
budding frtom the abundant rootlets. In the specimen of 



Fig. a.— Rkt*vf>hy Hum View of the interior of the ctJic’e to 

fctiow the w* ycun* calioles c*ev*k)p x\g su buds within it. 

Rhizophylium here figured, six young corals are seen in 
the act of developing as buds in the interior of the caiicle. 

In consequence of budding taking place from the 
** rootlets/’ the author advances the new suggestion that 
these bodies, the nature of which has always been doubt¬ 
ful, are to be regarded as stolons. The operculum of 
RhizophyJlum, by which the mouth of the caiicle is com¬ 
pletely closed, is, as in Caiceola, of a semicircular shape, 
with a prominent ridge-like median septum on its inner 
face. In Rhiuophylhim at/ettua/um, a compound form 
from Louisville, in Kentucky, first described by Mr. V. 
W. Lyon under the genus Caiceola, the stolon tubes 
partly serve to connect together adjacent calicles, partly 
become themselves developed into fully-formed calicles. 
Specimens of Rhisopkylhtm Gothlandicum are found in 
abundance in the Island of Gothland with their ©percuia 
detached. The separate opercula are also common; 
specimens with the opercula in situ are comparatively 
rare. A remarkably perfect one is shown in the accom¬ 
panying figure. 



Fid, tlmtaimn. View of the caiicle with Ote operculuir, 

a Single valve only ♦« situ. 

The second group of the Calceolidac contains only a 
single genus—Gonioph) Hum—in which the rnouth of the 
caiicle is rectangular in form, and four opercular valves 
are present which, with their bases resting on the four 
sides of the mouth of the caiicle, slope inwards to meet 
one another, and form a four-sided pyramidal roof over 



the caiicle. From Gothland Prof, Lindstrdm has been 
able to obtain two or three specimens with all the four 


opercular valves in situ. So that doubts as tothecomaec- 
tion of the valves with the coral caiicle are now in ad* 
missible. On caireful study of these specimens and 
numerous others with a fewer number of valves in sifu t 
he finds that the four valVes always present weU-marhsa 
differences and form, and septal striation, so that it is pos¬ 
sible to distinguish with certainty an anterior and posterior, 
or ventral and dorsal, and aright and left valve,, and nick 
these out from any collection of well-preserved loose vufves. 
The anterior and posterior valves are traperofd in form, 
the lateral triangular. A most remarkable discovery he 
has made is that these corals must have shed their valves 
periodically, and replaced them, and that when shed the 
valves frequently happened to become attached to the 
wall of the caiicle, and Aised with it. In the accompany¬ 
ing figure of Goniophyllumpyramidalc, seen from behind, 
a well-formed operculum Is seen near the base firmly 
attached to the wall of the caiicle near its base. Such 



Fig. 5.- G'onw/Aj/fatft p% rainidaie % viewed from the ventral side to 

ihc shed opercular valve (a) coalesced with the wall of die caiicle near its 

base. 

specimens are not uncommon in Goniophyllum, but in 
another genu?, a new one, Arstopoma, belonging to the 
second family of operculate coral, devoid of a median 
septum, and which has four triangular valves like Gonio- 

e m, very many specimens bear numerous valves 
to their outer walls, the valves being of increasing 
size from below upwards, in accordance with the growth 
and expansion of the coral and the mouth of its caiicle. 
In one abnormal specimen of Goniophyllum pyramidsle 
there are five opercular valves present, a minute extra 
triangular valve being interpolated at one of the corners. 
Prof. Lindstrdm, whose important researches on the 
development of the septa in so-called Rugose corals are 
familiar, has been able to trace the development of the 
corallum in Goniophyllumpyramidale . He finds that in the 
youngest stage of the caiicle there is no septum present at 
all, then that one septum is formed on what maybe termed 
the dorsal side of the caiicle, and since in this genus and 
several others it Temains conspicuously prominent, it may 
be termed the primary septum. Two further septa, the 
light and left median, are next formed, and last of all 
the ventral septum, long after the others. He points out 
that a similar process of development is followed in most 
Rugose corals, and that it is therefore erroneous to treat 
of four septa as primary in these forms. 

In Rhyridophyllum shaped somewhat like Caiceola,but 
belonging to the Araeopomatidse, by reason of the absence 
of a defined median septum on the operculum there is 
Only a single opercular valve. A further genus of the 
group is possibly represented by a single broken oper¬ 
culum, of which further specimens have not yet been 
found. 

In connection with the operculate corals, Frofi Und- 
strdm describes certain coral forms in which rematkaMe 
exothecal structures are present, which may be considered 
as more or less homologous with opercular valves. In 
Pholidopkyllum tubulatum> a compound corat, first de¬ 
scribed as 7 * ubiporiics tulv/dtus by Schlctfcejtn in 1813, 
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and wirick tan lately been made a subject of research by 
G. von Koch, the costae are in solitary specimens dad 
each with a longitudinal rib composed of a double row of 
rhomboidal calcareous scales placed close together at an 
angle to one another as shown in the figure. These rows 
of scales form an almost complete outer covering to the 
eoraihnxL The scales seem to be wanting in colonial 
specimens, They are extremely conspicuous and definite 
in some of the best preserved solitary specimens, and 
their regularity of disposition is such that it is impossible 
to believe that they do not definitely belong to the coral. 
They are shown enlarged in the figure. In vertical sec- 



Fig, 6. } hvhdojtkylfuvi 'ubutaivm . A calicJe viewed firm the side to 

tthow tne rib-like piominences formed up<n the cost® by ib#double row* 
of calcaretue scale*. 


tions of the coral they are seen to be attached at their 
bases to the wall or the calicle. In Syringophyllum 
organ 7/m similar scales occur covering the exterior of the 
corallum, but these have a remarkable definite form 
somewhat like that of the bowl of a teaspoon with the 
handle cut off short. 

As an illustration of the possibility of Anthozoa bearing 
opercula and scales, but not as implying any direct rela- 
ttonship between the Operrulata and the Alcyonaria, 
7 T °itidstrom points to the structure of Primnoa 
lepadifcra, and figures one of the polyps viewed from 
above, showing how eight of the valvedike calcareous 
scales present in this species close in over the summit of 
the potyp, forming a conical operculum over it somewhat 
as m Goniophyllum, whilst the remaining scales form a 
representative of the calicle. He shows that, as in 
Goniophyllum, the opercular valves differ in form and 
size according to their position when in situ. 

In his concluding paragraph he states that he considers 
the Calceolidae to be probably nearly allied to such forms 
a ® ^ Tn P^T rna « n d Cnonophyllum, whilst the Araeopoma- 
tidse, on account of their vesicular internal structure, 
approach more nearly to Cystiphyllum. He does not 
consider the presence or absence of an operculum in 
corals to be necessarily of an important classificatory 
value, ana cites the case of ihe presence and absence of 
opercula in Gastropoda as a parallel one of minor syste- 

m t a l , V I mponance * * n ^ rather difficult to agree 

with him. Of course the opercula in Gastropods ard 
corals are alike only in name, and as they occur so rarely 
m the latter the suspicion naturally arises that the two 
fffoupfl of the operculate corals may be more cln?ely 
alhed than he suspects. However, no man knows them 
better than he, or has a better right to an opinion on the 
conclusion, guarded as it is, must be 
trehtea with aU respect. 

A very interesting result attained and given in tabular 
form on p. gr is that in successive Upper Silurian strata 
a senes of three modifications of form of Goniophyllum 
jpprain taaUy ^ starting from Goniophyllum pyramidal* % 
pnmtgena^ the form occurring in the lowest beds can be 
traced succeeding ent another ht time. Similarly Rhizo- 
PhyimM 'Gothlandrcnm y forma prim&ria passes by a 
n^ifiattion, /?, G. mutalia t into A Gef viUti> of specific 
r»pK in the Devonian formations. Other operculate 


corals show similar modifications in progress of geological 
time. Prof. Lindstrfim’s important memoir cannot here 
be followed farther. It is illustrated by nine lithographic 
plates most beautifully executed in Stockholm, from which 
the engravings here given are copied, and are some of 
the most excellent ever published of corals. 

H. N. MOSEttCV 


BARON NORDENSK/OLD'S EXPEDITION TO 
GREENLAND 

T r 'P H E following Programme, drawn up by Baron 
L * Nordenskjbld for his expedition to Greenland, has 
been kindly placed at our disposal by Mr. Oscar Dickson, 
who, with his well-known enlightened liberality, provides 
all the expenses. The Programme has not hitherto been 
made public, even in Sweden, as Baron NordenskjOld did 
not wish to be interrupted in his preparations with corre¬ 
spondence on his plans and theories. The expedition 
leaves Sweden in the Sofia on the 20th instant, and will 
call at Thurso, where Baron Nordenskjtfld will join the 
vessel.] 

Nine centuries have elapsed since the Norwegian, Erik 
Rode, discovered Greenland, and founded Scandinavian 
Colonies ; from these, Norwegian navigators some ten 
years after sailed south to “ Vinland,” the fccundus, i.c. to 
the shores of the present Canada and the United States, 
thereby acquiring the honour for the Norse race of being 
the real discoverers of the New World. It is not known 
whether these voyages led to any fixed settlements being 
established in America, but we know, on the other hand, 
from a number of Icelandic sources, that the colonies 
in Greenland became very flourishing. There were 
upwards of three hundred farms, l( Gaarde/’ of which 
about two hundred, embracing twelve parishes, were 
situated in the “ Osterbygd ” and about one hundred, 
embracing three or four parishes, were situated in the 
“ Vcsterbygd.” During four centuries the country formed 
a bishopric, from which funds towards the Holy Wars 
were even contributed. Unfortunately, the connection 
between the colonies and the mother country ceased 
after a couple of centuries, while Greenland's ancient 
Norse population was extirpated, either through plagues 
or by ” Ski-sellings,” the Eskimo who descended 
from the North. Another explanation of their disap¬ 
pearance is that they lost their nationality, and were 
absorbed into the Eskimo population, during their 
' contact with the more numerous tribes of the Polar 
regions, whose mode of Jiving was more suited to the 
climate of the country and the resources at their 
disposal. However that may be, there remains the fact 
that one of the most distinct and enterprising peoples in 
the world have been annihilated, or, perhaps, absorbed in 
one distinguished as among the lowest, both physically 
and intellectually. The old country, belonging to the 
Norwegian Crown, was even so far forgotten, that it 
was only Columbus's discovery in the south which 
recalled the attention of the Norsemen to the fact that 
they had once colonised a part of this world, which 
was being parcelled out among the southern nations 
by " Bulls ” from Rome, as if it had just been discovered. 

By the aid of traditions and old journals of navigation 
several attempts were made to reach the old, forgotten 
colonies from Iceland, but these were frustrated by the 
enormous masses of drift ice. which then seemed to 
inclose the shores of Greenland's east coast, more than 
formerly. Eventually, John Davis, in his attempts to 
find the north-west passage* discovered that the west 
coast was easily reached, and that the seas around it 
offered a fine hunting-ground for the profitable whale- 
fisheries. This, with the reported discovery of gojd in 
the country resulted m the despatch of several Danish 
hunting and commercial expeditions, which did not, 
however* meet with much success, until the Norwegian, 
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Hans Egede, hy his seal for bringing the blessings of the 
Gospel to the descendants of the old Norse colonists, 
c&used trading and missionary stations to be established 
on the west coast. These were subsequently considerably 
augmented and extended, and henceforth held by the 
Danish crown, under “ The Commercial Association of 
Greenland/' 

Greenland was thus inhabited by Norsemen from 983 
until the 15th century, and its west coast has, during the 
last hundred and sixty years, been a place of sojourn for 
many able Danish administrators and missionaries. 
Besides this, nearly all eroeditions which have be^n 
bound for tne American Polar sea have stayed here 
more or less, while the west coast has on many 
occasions been the object of carefully prepared expedi¬ 
tions of research. This part of Greenland is, therefore, 
scientifically and ethnographical \y one of the best known 
of the Arctic lands, But in spite of this we encounter 
here several of those lacuna in the knowledge of the 
globe which it is of great importance that we should fill 
Upland some of these it is now my intention to deal with. 

The east coast of Greenland was visited in 1822 by the 
Englishman, Scoresby, jun., and in 1823 by Sabine and 
Clavering, in 1829-30 by the Dane, W A. Graah, as well 
as by the second German expedition under Koldewey in 
1868-69, and also by some whalers. It is, however, in its 
greatest extent wholly unknown, a circumstance, which 
must-be detrimental to the proper understanding of the 
history of the first Norse colonisation of Greenland, and 
of early voyages of conquest and discovery therefrom to 
the shores of America. Thus, until the east coast of 
Greenland is fully explored, one must continue to doubt 
the very forced explanation of the site of these colonies 
which is now predominant in the world of science. And 
it is, on the other hand, not worthy of the geographical 
discoveries of the 19th century, that a coast-line extending 
south to the latitude of Stockholm should be so utterly 
a terra incognita. 

The interior of Greenland is even less known than the 
east coast, and here we encounter a purely scientific 
problem, whose great importance is apparent from the 
circumstance that the unestablished theory,—that the 
interior of the island is one continuous mass of ice,—forms 
one of the corner stones in glacial science, which again 
is closely connected with several of the fundamental 
principles of modern geology. If we except a trip on 
the inland ice of Greenland in 1751, in lat. 62° 31' by the 
Danish merchant Lars Dalager, who penetrated nearly 
thirteen kilometres across a comparatively even plateau, 
an<C*he unsuccessful attempt by Whvmper in 1867, in 
lat.^09° 30', where no progress was possible, in consequence 
of the difficult nature of the ground, only two serious 
attempts have been made to exptore the interior of 
Greenland. The first of these was made by Dr. Berggren 
and myself between July ig and 26, 1870, in lat. 68*30'. 
Favoured by the most magnificent weather, we were able 
to penetrate nearly fifty kilometres across a country at 
the outset very difficult and rent by bottomless abysses, 
but which gradually improved in condition the further we 
advanced. We had on starting the company of two 
Eskimo, but they left us after two days 1 journey. As 
those who claimed to know the coast glaciers of 
Greenland had advised me not to waste time and labour 
on such a hopeless undertaking as that of penetrating 
over the inland ice, my outfit was very incomplete; we 
were in want of ropes, tent, suitable sledges, and on the 
Eskimo leaving us we could not even carry the utensils 
necessary for cooking, l could not therefore on that 
occasion get very far, but I certainly came to the con¬ 
clusion, that I should have been able, with a couple of 
smart sailors or Arctic hunters and a suitable outfit, easily 
to have extended my wanderings to 300 or perhaps 
300 kilometres. I may also mention here that in the 
month of June, 1873, I effected with Capt. Palander 


and nine sailors a journey of more than 190 kilometres 
over the inland ice of Spitsbergen, which journey was 
of special interest to me from tne circumstance that I 
here learnt to know the character of inland ice before 
thaw sets in, as well as the difficulties which are at such 
a time attendant on journeys on the glaciers of the Polar 
regions. This experience, I believe, will be of great use 
to me during the journey now in course of preparation, 
as I shall have to cross portions of the inland ice which, 
on account of the altitude, will still be covered with snow 
at the time of my visit. 

The second journey of research on the inland ice of 
Greenland was made between July 14 and August 4, 
1878, in lat. 62° 40', by the Danes, J. D. Jensen and 
A. Kornerup. This expedition was carefully equipped, 
but the country being much fissured, and the weather 
unfavourable, it did not reach much further inland than 
the Swedish of 1870. 

None of these expeditions saw any limit to the ice 
desert from their farthest point, but to infer from this 
that ice covers the whole interior of Greenland appears 
to me to be entirely unjustifiable. On the contrary, the 
following reflections seem to demonstrate that it is a 
physical impossibility that the whole of the interior of 
this extensive continent can be covered with ice, under 
the climatic conditions which exists on the globe south of 
the 80th degree of latitude. 

The ice masses of the glaciers are commonly termed 
“ permanent,” a denomination which was once taken so 
literally that certain savants asserted that the ice in 
course of time was transformed into mineral crystals, 
such as those which are so frequently found in the clefts 
of the Alps. We know now that this term is entirely 
erroneous. The glacier which seems century after 
century to fill the same valley is not only in constant, 
although imperceptible, motion, by the ice masses which 
slowly advance from higher to lower elevations, but is 
also subjected to a change in its form by the circum¬ 
stance that the lower stratum melts away through contact 
with the mountain on which it rests ; while the surface on 
one side wastes away by thawing in the warm season and 
evaporation in the cold, and on the other is added to by 
falling snow, which latter after a time changes from 
snow dust to granular snow, then to crystals of ice, and 
eventually to a compact homogeneous mass of ice. And, 
if the advancing glacier is “fed* 1 by enormous ice-fields* 
or what I may term “ ice-lakes,” situated so high that 
snow always falls there copiously, it can penetrate far below 
the border of the perpetual snow, yea, even to parts where 
the snow-fall is far from sufficient to make up for the loss 
of melting and evaporation. It is therefore clear, that 
glaciers, or other constant ice-masses, cannot form in places 
where they cannot be “fed” by descending ice* or where 
the snow-fall is less than the quantity which appears 
and disappears yearly; a circumstance which, among 
others, explains why no glaciers exist in the vicinity of 
the north polar coasts of the new or old world. 

With regard to Greenland it is not difficult to demon¬ 
strate that the above-described conditions for the 
formation of glaciers do not exist there, if the country 
does not rise gradually both from the eastern and the 
western shore to the centre, and thus be like a loaf of 
bread in shape, and with sides slowly and symetrically 
terminating in the ocean. Such a land-formation is, 
however, not found in any part of the orography of the 
known world, and one may therefore safely conclude 
that neither is it to he found in Greenland. In fact, the 
geological nature of Greenland, very similar to that of 
Scandinavia, seems to indicate a similar orographlcal 
formation, viz., a formation formed of mountainous ridges 
alternating with deep valleys and plains ; white one may 
even assume that the culminating line of the land in 
Greenland runs, as in England and Sweden, and in 
both American continents, along the west coast. 
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The winds, therefore, which should produce snow in 
the interior, must, if coming from the Atlantic, have in 
the first instance, crossed the broad ice-belt generally 
encircling the east coast of Greenland, and then the 
mountains on the coast, some of which we know are very 
high, and, if coming from Davis Sound, the mountain 
ridge itself. In both cases the wind would assume the 
character of the u Fdhn f ' wind, *>., it must, after passing 
the mountain-chains on the coasts, be dry and compara¬ 
tively warm , The law of the u Fdhn * is, as is generally 
known, dependent on the circumstances explained below. 


If A CB indicates a mountain, and a wind so dry that 
no deposit of moisture takes place on the top passes from 
AC to B, the air will certainly be chilled in passing C, in 
consequence of the lower barometric pressure and con¬ 
sequent expansion of the air ; but the same cause which 
produces the lowering of temperature when the wind 
ascends has also the effect of liberating its heat, and the 
air will become warmer as it descends from C to B. The 
compression and rise of temperature are in the latter 
case precisely analogous to the expansion and foil of 
temperature in the former, and the dry air, in passing 



the mountain, has, therefore, on reaching B , not suffered 
any change whatever in temperature or quantity of 
moisture, Quite different will, however, be the result 
if the air ascending at A is saturated with moisture, as, 
for instance, air passing a great expanse of water. In 
that case the air will expand and become colder, just as 
it ascends from the water surface to the mountain top, 
but, at the same time, part of the moisture will be con¬ 
densed on the top, whereby the latent heat of the 
hydrogen will be set free and a rise of temperature 
take place, and this will, to a certain extent, minimise 
the fall of temperature caused by the expansion of the 
air. The air will retain the heat thus set free, even after 
it has reached, in a dry state, the point B> and the air, 
originally moist, has, when it has passed the mountain, 
attained a higher degree of heat, but less moisture than 
at the moment of ascending. It is in fact dry and 
warm . 

These causes are not only the reason of the dry warm 
u Fdhn ” winds in Switzerland, and the very remarkable 
circumstance that it is under winds from the snow- 
covered mountains that the snow disappears in Swedish 
Lappiand, but they play also an important part in the 
climatic conditions of the whole globe. They are, for 
example, the cause of the difference in climate and flora 
of the two sides of the Andes, of the east and west coasts 
of Tierra del Fuega, and the eastern and western parts of 
Australia. They are the chief cause of the deserts which 
cover the interiors of Asia, Australia, the northern portion 
of Africa, and certain partsof America, while in Sweden they 
produce the constant western winds, and the consequent 
prolonged drought which invariably occurs in spring time 
in the central part of the country. The same laws of 
the temperature and moisture of the air must also pre¬ 
vail in Greenland. Here too the ocean winds must be 
moist, and this moisture is usually deposited in the form 
of snow on the mountains along the coast, whereas all 
those reaching the interior, whether from east, west, 
north, or south, must—if the orographical construction 
of the country is not entirely different from that of others 
on the globe— be dry and comparatively warm. And in 
consequence of this circumstance, the snow-foils in the 
interior of Greenland cannot be sufficient for maintaining 
a "perpetual” inland ice. 

It cannot, however, be asserted that the country should 
here form a deserted, treeless tundra; ope encounters 
in Siberia forests with giant trees under climatic conditions 
far more severe than those we may assume are to be 
found in the interior of Greenland That the country 
should prove true to its name has besides been asserted 
|y the celebrated botanist Hooker, from his studies of the 
flora of Greenland, and even the natives on the west 


coast themselves have a suspicion that such is the case, 
from the large herds of reindeer which from time to time 
are seen to migrate across the inland ice to the west coast. 

It is most probable that the interior, if free from ice, 
is like a North European high plateau, with a flora far 
more copious than that of the coast. 

But this 1 maintain, that whether the interior of 
Greenland is richly covered with forests, as the land 
round the frigid pole of Siberia, or is a treeless, ice-free 
tundra, or even a desert of perpetual ice, the solution of 
the problem of its real nature is so important, and of 
such consequence to science, that there could hardly, 
at the present moment, be conceived an object more 
worthy of an Arctic expedition than to ascertain 
the true conditions of the interior of this particular 
country. 

Besides the object of penetrating to the interior of 
Greenland, the expedition will have several others in 
view, of which I may mention the principal:— 

To Fix the Limit of the Drift-ice between Iceland and 

Cape Farewell, and to take Soundings and Dredgings 

in the Adjacent Seas 

This part of the Atlantic has hardly ever been subjected 
to any other kind of examination than that made on 
laying the first cables. A knowledge of the same is, 
however, of great importance, both for completing the 
missing link in the hydrographic chain of the Ocean 
dividing Europe and America, and for the discovery of 
the causes of the change in the ice-conditions in the 
seas of the east coast which seem to have taken place 
since Greenland was first discovered Without much 
waste of time the expedition may be occupied with these re¬ 
searches during the voyage from Iceland to the Greenland 
promontory, which will take place in a season when fine 
weather may be presumed to reign here, while they may, 
although with less probability of being favoured by this 
condition, be effected during the return journey. 

The Collection of Fresh Specimens of the Flora of the lee 
and Snow 

Professor Wittrock is at present engaged in publishing 
a very interesting and important work on the microscopic 
flora, with several varieties, whose home is in the snow 
and ice-fields of the Alps and the Polar regions, for 
which materials have been brought home from the latter 
by the Swedish Arctic expeditions. My expedition 
will, during the coming visit to Greenland, be in a position 
to gather further materials for researches, which have 
already revealed to us the startling fact, that even snow 
and ice can form the bed for a flora regular in development, 
and of many varieties. 



Mm Systematic Researches of the Strata which in Green- 
land contain Fossil Plants 

From the previous Swedish Arctic expeditions, and 
through the publications in the Journal of the Swedish 
Academy of Sciences of articles by Prof. Oswald Heer, of 
Zurich, we know that students of science have received 
during the last twenty years from the sandstones and 
slates of Worth Europe an additional abundant material 
for determining the pre-historic climatic conditions of the 
earth ; as well as a knowledge of the certainly variable, but 
even in the last geological era copious, flora which 
during these ages existed in the present ice-covered 
regions of the pole. It is well known, that valuable 
materials for the study of this phenomenon has been 
collected in Greenland by English, Danish, and Swedish 
explorers ; but hitherto what has been brought home 
has been gathered under very difficult conditions, and 
generally by men who have not been students of the 
science m question, viz., palaeontology. I hope to attach 
to my coming expedition one of the most celebrated 
students of this science, and if this be the case, the 
expedition will undoubtedly bring home novel and cir¬ 
cumstantial details relating to this important chapter 
of the history of the earth. This task is so much easier 
to accomplish as the richest fields for the discovery 
of such fossil objects are situated just where it is my 
intention to invade the inland ice. During the period I 
shall be absent wandering on the ice, the other members 
will be occupied in this pursuit. 

The Collection of New Data Connected with the Fall of 
Cosmic Dust 

It is clearly demonstrated by the discovery of cobalt 
containing iron particles in fresh snow in Europe, and the 
carbon-dust, aho containing cobalt-iron, which is found on 
the ice-fields north of Spitsbergen, as well as by the 
appearance of metallic iron in “krykonit,” a remark- 
able du9t which 1 brought home from the Greenland ice, 
that the foil of a small quantity of cosmic dust always 
takes place, regularly or periodically, most probably in 
every part of the globe. But that there is a greater 
variation in the nature of this fall than is generally 
assumed, is clearly indicated by the discoveries which 
were made in the Vega expedition, viz., of tiny yellow 
crystals in the snow on an ice-plateau near the Taimur 
peninsula* This certainly necessitates fresh researches 
into this phenomenon, in order to settle questions of 
great moment to geolpgy and cosmology. It is very 
difficult t» investigate this feature of cosmology, in con¬ 
sequence of the small quantities of dust which falls, 
and when it takes place in closely populated dis¬ 
tricts, covered by dwellings and factories, and where 
the ground is perhaps only clad in snow during a short 
period of the season. The Polar countries, on the other 
hand, are particularly suited for researches of this kind, 
both in consequence of the purity of the air and the 
absence of terrestrial dust, and by the ease with which 
the dark dust-particles are noticed on pure snow. The 
coming expedition will, while steaming along the ice- 
belts between Iceland and Greenland, and during my 
wanderings on the ice, be able to direct a great deal of 
attention to these captivating problems* 

Should the conditions of the ice in Baffin’s Bay be 
favourable, and the vessel, when in the vicinity of Disco 
Island, have sufficient coals for a journey northwards, or 
should it be possible to obtain a sufficient supply from 
the beds found in these parts, it would be highly 
desirable that the members remaining on board whilst 
I Am away on the inland ice ma^e an excursion along 
the west coast as for as Cape York. 1 

There are, according to statements made to the Arctic 
explorers Ross and Sabine, lying here on a mountain* 
Swdlik, the iron mountain, ia£ id', a couple 
of large, round, solitary iron blocks, from which the 


! natives obtain the little supply of iron which they re¬ 
quire for hunting implements and domestic utensils, 
the metallic constituents of these Mocks are, according 
to an analysts made of one of these utensils brought 
home, iron and a small percentage of nickel,and* to judge 
from the descriptions by the Eskimo, these blocks are of 
the same nature as those which 1 discovered in 1870 at 
Ovifek, on Disco Island. It is very strange that the 
remarkable descriptions by Ross and Sabine should not 
have been the object of investigation by (he many Arctic 
explorers who have passed this spot. An opportunity 
is now at hand to ascertain the much-disputed nature 
and origin of these iron blocks, while a few days’ 
sojourn on this part of the coast, which is so little known, 
ought to be of considerable scientific value, especially as 
the geological features here are similar to those on 
Disco Island,—strata bearing fossil plants. 

This expedition will, as has been tne case with previous 
Swedish Arctic expeditions, be accompanied by a specially 
selected scientific staff, whose members will individually 
contribute to make the expedition worthy of earlier achieve¬ 
ments, and who will lose no opportunity of adding to our 
knowledge of the Polar regions. They will attempt to solve 
some of the many problems which await investigation in 
the for north. It is, however, impossible to detail at 
length the researches which may be undertaken, as these 
must depend on the nature of the special studies to 
which the members have devoted their time. 

There 19, however, one more object of research to be 
mentioned, which should not be lost sight of by any 
expeditions to Greenland, viz., to attempt to 9 olve 
the question : Where were the former Norse colonies, 
Eriksfjord, Brattelid, Garda Cathedral, Herjolfsnaes, 
and others situated? This question has already been 
answered by the most eminent students of the early history 
of Greenland, who maintain that the ancient Osterbygd 
lies west of the southern part of the island, between Cape 
Farewell and lat. 6 i G , and the Vesterbygd, a little north 
of the west coast. But it appears to me that, if the 
Icelandic Sagas are examined carefully, and without any 
preconceived opinion, it will become apparent that 
former investigators of this problem have been led 
astray, and that the true Eriksfjord, with its cathedral 
and numerous parishes, has never been found, but must 
be sought for on the inaccessible east coast north of 
Cape Farewell. 

With the experience I have of the conditions of the ice 
in other parts of the Polar seas, I believe that this coast 
may be reached, without much difficulty, by sailing in the 
autumn from the south in the ice-free channel, which I 
have every reason to believe forms along this coast. 
This journey will, however, not be begun until the com¬ 
mencement of September, and this circumstance will 
exactly fall in with the plan in view, viz., on returning 
from the inland ice to attempt this voyage of discovery. 

With the premises I have here detailed before me, I 
now have to suggest the following plan for the journey of 
the expedition;— 

The expedition should leave Sweden near the end of May 
in a suitable, but not too large, steamer built of Swedish 
iion and constructed with water-tight compartments. And 
although the journey is intended for the summer months 
only, it should be provisioned for one year, and be provided 
with the necessary winter outfit, witn the scientific 
instruments desirable, and accoutrements which would 
be of service for the journey on the inland icq* The 
steamer should be navigated by a man accustomed to 
sailing in the Arctic seas, whilst them ought also to be 
on board as ice-master a skipper who has Runted In the 
Arctic. The scientific staff should, besides the commander, 
consist of four persons, the doctor included. 

From Sweden the steamer should steam to a part in 
Scotland, where more coals are to be taken <m board* and 
the journey continued to Reikiavik in Iceland. There a 
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stay vritt be made for a few days, when the edge of the 
ice 4 a tike west will be made for, which will he followed 
southwards, hut no attempt should then be made to 
penetrate the pack. Only in case there should be found 
an open lead, which is not expected, this will be entered 
The probability of this is, however, very small. After 
having passed Cape Farewell, the vessel will call at Ivigtuk, 
where again it will be coaled from the depots which have 
been laid up here for the use of the steamer. The course 
will then be shaped for the west coast of Greenland, 
probably calling at Egedesminde, to the Auleitsivik Fjord, 
from the bottom of which the ice journey will be 
commenced. 

This latter will occupy, it is estimated, thirty to forty 
days, and should be finished thus by the middle of August 
next. During this time the vessel will steam through the 
Waigatt to Omenak, where the many deposits of fossil 
plants will be visited If the ice and coals should permit, 
the vessel will steam northwards, if possible as far as Cape 
York, whereby an excellent opportunity will be offered for 
geological, mineralogical, botanical, and zoological studies. 
In the middle of August the vessel will again be due in the 
Auleitsivik Fjord, and taking the members of the ice- 
expedition on board, will steam south to Ivigtuk, where 
a few days’ stay will be made for coaling, etc. From here 
the vessel will steam round Cape Farewell, along the east 
coast in the open channel, which I expect to find there at 
that season ; and my intention is then, with due reference to 
the old geographical descriptions of the Icelandic Sagas, 
carefully to search the fjords which may be accessible. 

At the end of September the return journey will be com¬ 
menced outside the belt of pack-ice to Reikiavik and home. 

The distances the vessel will cover are, in round figures, 
these ;— 

Nautical 

MUCH 

.Gothenburg ... to Thurso . 500 

Thurso. „ Reikiavik . 700 

REtKuviK . „ Ivigtuk . 870 

Iviotuk . „ Auleitsivik Fjord 540 

Auleitsivik Fjord „ Omenak . 330 

Omenak . „ Cape York. 400 

A. E. Nordenskjold 


NOTES 

The Fifty-third Annual Meeting of the British Association 
will commence on Wednesday, September 19, 1883, at South- 
port. The President Elect is Arthur Cayley, LL.D., F.R.S., 
Sadleii&o Professor of Mathematics in the University of Cam- 
bridge. The Vioe-PreridenU Elect are the Right Ho t. the Earl 
of Derby, the Right Hon. the Kurl of Crawford and Balcarrcs, 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Latbora, Prof. J. G. Greenwood, 
LL.D., Prof. H. E. Roscoe, LL.D,, F.R.S, The General 
Treasurer is Prof, A. W. Williamson, Ph.D., F.R.S., University 
College, London. The General Secretaries are Capt, Douglas 
Gallon, C.B., F.R.S., and A, G. Vernon Harcourt, F.R.S. 
The Secretary is Prof. T. G. Bonney, F.R.S, The Local 
Secretaries are J. H* Ellis, D., Vernon, T. W. Willis ; and the 
Local Treasurer the Mayor of Southport. The Sections are the 
followingA.—Mathematical and Physical Science,—Presi¬ 
dent? Prof. Henrici, F.R.S. Vice-Presidents; Prof, Balfour 
Stewart, M.A., LL.D., F.R.S., F.R.A.S,; Prof. Stokes, M.A., 
D.C.L., LL.B*, Seo.R. 3 . Secretaries : W. M. Hicks, M.A,; 
Prof. 0 , J. Lodge, lX$e. ; D, McAlister, M.A*, M.B., D.Sc. 
(Recorder); Prof; Rowe, M*A», B.Sc- B.—Chemical Science, 
—President: J, H, Gladstone, Ph,D., F.R.S. Vice-Presidents: 
Hugo MUller, Fh.JX, F.R.S., For. Sec, C.S*; Prof- T. E, 
Thorpe, PhD., F.R.S., F,C.$. Secretaries ; Prof. F. Phillips 
Bedaop, D.Sc., F.C.S. (Recorder); H. B. Dixon, M.A., 
FD.B,; H. Foster Motley, M.A., fc*Sc. ( F.GS. C,—Geology, 
—President: Prof. W. C, Williamson, F.R.S* Vice-PresL 


dOiits; Prof, W. Boyd Dawkins, M. A., F.R.S., F.S.A.* F.G.S.; 
J. W. Helke, F.R.S., Pre<.G. 3 . Secretaries! R. BetJey, 
F.G.S. ; C. E. de Ranee, F.G.S. ;'W. Toydey, F.G.S. (Re- 
corder); W. Whitaker, B.A., F.G.S. D.—BioJo^,—Presi¬ 
dent : Prof. E. Ray Lankester, F.R.S. Vice-Presidents : Prof. 
Gangee, M.D., F.R.S. ; W. Pengelly, F.R.S., F.G.S.; Prof. 
Schafer, F.R.S. ; W. T. Thiselton Dyer, M.A., B.Sc., F.R.S., 
F.L.S. Secrets ies: G. J. Haalam, M.D.; W. Heape; Prof, 

A. M. Marshall, M.A., M.D., D.Sc*; Howard Saunders, 
F.L.S., F.Z.S. (Recorder); G. A, Woods. Department of 
Anthropology : W, Pengelly, F.R.S., F.G.S. (Vice-President), 
will preside. Secretaries: G. W. Bloxam, M.A., F.L.S. 
(Recorder); Walter Hurst E.—Geography,—President: Lieut.- 
Col. H.'H. God win* Austen, F.R.S., F.G.S,, F.R.G.S. Vice- 
Presidents 1 Sir Rawson W. Rawson, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
F.R.G.S. ; The Rev, Canon Tristram, M.A., LL.D,, F.R.S., 
F.L.S. Secretaries: John Coleft, F.R.A.S., F.R.G.S. ; E. G. 
Ravenstcin, F.R.G.S. ; E. C. Rye, F.Z.S. (Recorder). F.— 
Economic Science and Statistics.—President: R. H. Inglis 
Palgrave, F.R.S , F.S.S. Vice-Presidents : Prof. R. Adamson,, 
M.A,, LL.D,, ; J. Heywood, F.R.S., F.G.S., F.S.A., F.S.S, 
Secretaries: Prof. H. S. Foxwell, M.A., F.S.S, ; J. N. Keynes, 
M.A., B.Sc. ; Constantine Molloy (<ecorder). G.—Mechanical 
Science.—President : James Bruiilees, F.R.S.E*, F.G.S., Pres. 
I.C.E. Vice-Presidents: W. H. Barlow, F.R.S., M.I.C.E. ; 
Prof. CLborne Reynolds, M.A., F.RS. Secretaries: A. T. 
Atchison, M.A,, C.E. ; Edward Rigg, M.A. ; H. T. Wood, 

B. A. (Recorder). The first general meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, September 19, at 8 p.m., when Sir C. W. Siemens, 
D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S., F.C.S., M.I.C.E., will resign the 
Chair, and Prof. Cayley, M.A., LL.D., F.R.S., V.P.R.A.S., 
President Elect, will assume the Presidency, and delive? an 
address. On Thursday evening, September 20, at 8 p.m„ there 
will be & soiree; on Friday evening, September 21, at 8.30 p.m., 
a Discourse on Recent Researches on the Distance of Hie Sun, 
by Prof, R. S. Ball, LL.D., F.R.S., Astronomer Royal for 
Ireland; on Monday evening* September 24, at 8.30 p.m., a 
Discourse on Galvani and Animal Electricity, by Prof. J. G. 
McKendrick, M.D., LL.D., F.R.S.E., Professor of Phyriology 
in the University of Glasgow, and in the Royal Institution of 
Great Britain; on Tuesday evening, September 25, at 8 p.m., a 
soirfe; on Wednesday, September 26, the concluding general 
.meeting will be held at 2 .30 p. m. 

The number of members of the British Association who have 
announced their intention of being present at the proposed meet¬ 
ing at Montreal in 1884, continues to increase, and now exceeds 
410. It U stated that Lord Rayleigh has accepted the presidency 
for the Canadian meeting. 

Prof, Huxley has been elected a Foreign Member of the 
U.S. National Academy. 

From a list of seven names proposed by the Incorporated 
Societies throughout the colony, the following gentlemen have 
been elected honorary members of the New Zealand Institute:— 
Sir William Thomson, F.R.S., Professor of Natural Philosophy, 
Univer ity of Glasgow; Dr. W. B. Carpenter, F.R.S., C.B., of 
London; and Mr. R. L. J. Ellery, F.R.S., Government Astro¬ 
nomer at Melbourne. 

Prof. Tyndall has resigned his position as Scientific Ad¬ 
viser to the Board of Trade and the Lighthouse Boards. 

W* ane glad to see the ample recognition of marie during the 
present week by the conferring of knighthood on Messrs. Sulli¬ 
van, Grove, and Macfarren in connection with the New College 
of Music. Let us hope that the science of music as well At the 
art will receive due cultivation in the new institution ; with Sir 
George Grove's well-known wide sympathies, however, fhk may 
be taken for granted. 
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The first eclipse news comes from Lima, under date May 7 ; 
the sky was overcast on the 6th, preventing any observation of 
the eclipse. It is to be hoped the conditions were more favour, 
able on the other side of the Pacific. 

The proposal to open mpseums and galleries on Sundays was, 
we regret to say, lost in favour of Lord Shaftesbury's compro¬ 
mise to keep them open ia the evenings on two or three nights a 
week, which does not in the least meet the case of the working 
classes, 

M. Richi, Professor in the Paris School of Medicine, wm 
nominated Member of the Academy of Sciences on Monday, to 
fill the place vacated by the death of M. Sedillot, Another 
election will soon take place in the same section of medicine and 
surgery, 

Mr. A. H. Keane proposes, as soon as he obtains a sufficient 
number of subscribers, to begin the publication of 11 A Classifi¬ 
cation of the Races of Mankind," copious materials for which 
have now been collected. It will form two large octavo volumes 
of about six hundred pages each. The publication will probably 
extend over two years, and at least five hundred names will be 
required to justify the undertaking, although tubscribers to the 
first need not be committed to purchase the second part also. 
Subscriptions will be received by Mr. Edward Stanford, 55, 
Charing Cro,s, or by Mr. Keane, at University College, London. 
With regard to the scope and contents of the work, it may be 
briefly stated that its aim will be to place in the hands of the 
ethnological student a comprehensive treatise on the races of 
mankind harmonising with the present state of anthropological 
inquiry. In the general introduction *uch broad questions will 
be dealt with as the evolution of man, the antiquity and specific 
unity of the species, the present varieties of mankind, the 
physical and moral criteria of race, the fundamental human types, 
their evolution and dispersion, the peopling of the continents, 
the origin of articulate speech, the morphological orders and 
families of speech, the problem of specific linguistic diversity 
within the same ethnical group. The great physical divisions 
of the human family will then be dealt with seriatim , and liere 
the same arrangement will be adhered to as that observed in Mr. 
Keane's ethnological appendices to the Stanford Geographical 
Series. Each of the main sections of mankind will thus be 
treated in three separate parts. In the first the salient physical 
and moral characteristics of the type will be discussed. The 
second will be occupied with the several main branches of each, 
and here the proper work of classification will be carried out in 
detail. Lastly, the third part will consist of an alphabetical 
index, comprising, as far as Mr, Keane has been able to collect 
them, all the known races, tribes, and languages of each main 
division, briefly described, and with copious references to 
authorities. The price of the work will be i6j. per volume to 
subscribers. 

The Dutch Polar ship Willem Barents started again on Saturday 
from Amsterdam, under the command of Capt. Dalen, for the Arctic 
regions, to try to discover the Dutch expedition in the Varna. 
Mr. Leigh Smith was present, as well as Mr, Clements Markham, 
to wish the Willem Barents “God speed," Sir Allen Young 
went over to express his best wishes to the crew of the Dutch 
ship. Mr. Leigh Smith presented to Capt. Dalen two magni¬ 
ficent silver cups, bearing as an inscription the following words, 
taken from his journal: “August 3d, 1882; Matotchkiu Skarr f 
Nova Zambia, 10.0 a.m. A sail l A saill The Willem 
Barents? 

Thk Danish expedition to Greenland left Copenhagen on 
Wednesday last week. Its purpose is to explore the east coast 
of Greenland > and it will probably be away for two years. 
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The Sanitary Institute of Great Britain held its annual 
meeting at 9, Conduit Street, on Monday, Prof. d« Chaumont, 
M.D., F.R.S., in the chair. A report was presented by the 
Council on the progress of the Institute and on the work at the 
Congress and Exhibition held by the Institute at Newcastle last 
autumn. The Chairman gave an address, and the officers for 
the ensuing year were elected, the President being the Duke of 
Northumberland, and the trustees Sir John Lubbock, Bart., 
Mr. Thomas Salt, M.P., and Dr. B. W. Richardson, 

The Prince of Wales opened the Indian Institute at Oxford 
last week. 

Two divisions of the pupils of Sainte Barbe left Paris on 
May 4, one for London, and the other for Germany, where they 
are to stay for three months under the care of their professors, 
for the purpose of obtaining practical knowledge of the English 
and German languages. 

Rear-Admiral Mouchek is leaving Paris within a few days, 
for Algiers, where he will establish an observatory at Coubar. 
This site is deemed excellent for observations. 

We have received the announcement of an aeronautical 
exhibition, to be held from June 5 to 15 at the Trocadero, Paris. 

The Whit Monday excursion of the Geologists’ Association 
will be to Hunstanton *, and on May 26 to Ealing and Perivale. 

The well-known explorer of the fauna and depths of Lake 
Baikal, Dr. Godlevsky, who is now in Kamchatka, writes to 
the East Siberian Geographical Society, from Petropavlovsk, that 
last summer he transported on board of a steamer of the company 
Hutchinson, Kool, and Co., fifteen reindeer, of which eleven 
were males and four females, to Behring’s Island. The reindeer 
were brought to Petropavlovsk from the west coast of Kam¬ 
chatka in a flock of 150, and the journey took no less than two 
and a half months, as it was made across the mountains in order 
to avoid the mosquitos of the valleys. On board the steamer 
the reindeer were fed with stems and leaves of birch, as also 
with fresh grass kept in casks with water. Afterwards they also 
ate hay, and even bread, contrary to the affirmations of the 
Lamuts, who said that reindeer never eat grass that has been 
gathered by man. The steamer-journey was made in two 
days, and the reindeer arrived in good health. 

When leaving Yakutsk for the mouth of the Lena, M. 
Yurgcns distributed a number of thermometers to different 
persons. The hvestia of the East Siberian branch of the 
Russian Geographical Society now publish the meteorological 
observations made at Markha, in the province of Yakutsk, 
district of Viluisk, during the four months of August to November 
last, by an exile, M. Pavloff. The rapidity with which the oold 
weather sets in in those latitudes is very interesting. In August 
the thermometer rose at 1 p.m. as high as 31* Cels, (on 
August 1), and reached 14* to 20* during the second half of the 
month. The first frosts were experienced (at 7 a,m.) in Sep¬ 
tember, and already in the first days of October the thermometer 
sunk (at 7 a.m.) as low as - II* to - 26*; and as low as -30® 
to - 35°, and even - 39®, during the second half of October. In 
November it never rose above - 32’, and usually stood at seven 
o’clock in the morning between - 39® to - Jo*; even at 1 p.m. 
it did not rise, daring the whole of the month, above *-31*, and 
usually stood between u 33 0 to - 42*, occasionally sinking to 
- 48° and - Cels. The underground thermometer, pieced at * 
1*5 feet below the surface, decreased with a remarkable regu 
larity, from 6 0< 8, on August i, to o on September 12 to 
17, to - bn October 17, to * 6* on November 1, and to -17* 
on November 30. 

A correspondent points out that at the conclusion of the 
address by Prof. Du BoisReymond on 4i Darwin and Copernicus" 
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(Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 558), it is stated that 11 Charles Darwin 
lies buried in Westminster Abbey among his peers, Newton and 
Faraday,” whereas Faraday lies buried in the uicoiuecraled 
ground at Highgate, and not in Westminster Abbey. 

According to information received from the United States, 
some wonderful telephonic feats are being performed by the new 
Hopkins arrangement. It seems that two operators—one at 
New York and the other at Chioago, iico miles apart—had no 
difficulty, not only in talking to each other, but in listening to 
music, and fulfilling other tests. Even the noise produced by 
changing the diaphragm at New York was distinctly heard at 
Chicago. 

The Institute of Agriculture at South Kensington completed 
the work of its firBt session on Monday, the 7th inst. The Earl 
of Aberdeen, Chairman of the Council, presided, and distributed 
Certificates of Merit to 103 students. Notice was given of 
largely increased opportunities for study during the next session, 
which commences on October 1. 

The National Eisteddfod of Wales is not without an apprecia¬ 
tion for science ; in its list of prises three are offered in natural 
history, one of 10/. ioj., open to all comers, being for the best 
model of a skeleton of Plesiosaurus. Length of model not to be 
less than 4 feet, each bone to be separately modelled and re¬ 
movable except those of the cranium and phalanges. Com¬ 
petitors may obtain information and aid on application to Prof. 
Sollas, University College, Bristol. 

The statue of Leibnitz, intended for Leipzig, has recently been 
cast by Herr Lenz of Nuremberg, after the model of Prof. Hahnel, 
and the casting was a complete success. Herr von Miller of 
Munich has received an order for a colossal statue of Columbus 
destined for the city of Cincinnati. 

We hear of a curious incident occurring on Siemens’ electric 
railway at Portrush. Owing to the fact that as yet only 
part of the line is furnished with electric conductors, a steam- 
engine is still used as well as the electric locomotive. A few 
days ago the steam-engine while drawing its load along the line 
came to a stand through the accident of bursting a boiler-tube. 
News of the disaster having been sent to the terminus, the 
stationary dynamo-electric machine which supplies the current 
was set into action and the electric locomotive despatched to the 
rescue. It returned an hour later bringing the disabled steam- 
engine behind it. 

M. Foussereau has lately measured the electric resistance 
of glass by charging a condenser from a known battery through 
a given thickness of the glass, and observing the time required 
to raise the potential of the condenser to a given degree. 
Bohemian glass was found to be from 5 to 20 times as good a 
conductor as ordinary gW, whilst flint glass was from 1000 to 
1500 times as good an isolator. M. Foussereau found also that 
annealing the glass increased its resistance in some cases eleven¬ 
fold. 

At a special general meeting of the Entomological Society of 
London, held on May 2, Prof. J. O. Westwood, M.A., F.L.S., 
was elected titular life-president of the Society by acclamation, 
the occasion being the fiftieth anniversary of the meeting at 
which steps were taken to establish the Society. 

Our readers will remember the accounts given last autumn of 
the electric launch which was successfully tried upon the Thames 
last autumn. This little craft has been running at intervals all 
the winter and is still in good trim. We learn that the Electrical 
Power Storage Company haVe three other electric boats on 
hand; one of them for the British Government 

A STRANG earthquake shock, with an undulating motion, was 
fell on the morning of the 8th, at Bianca villa, Sicily. 


Repeated shocks of earthquake were observed in various 
places in the Spanish province of Valencia on April 14 and 16. 
Some were of 2 to 3 seconds 1 duration. 

Literary piracy would appear to be one of the institutions of 
the West to which young Japan has taken rather kindly. According 
to the Japan Gazette, the practice of pirating patents, stamp*, 
and labels, in order to palm off spurious imitations for the 
genuine article, has been carried on for yean, and the evil is ex¬ 
tending in every direction. Recently a native company called 
the f< Tokio Bookselling Company *’ was established in the 
capital, and its chief business appears to be the pirating of 
English and American schoolbooks. Todhunter's well known 
Elementary Algebra, Euclid, and other mathematical books 
have already been reproduced, as well as several American 
books, Mill’s 11 Liberty,” and other volumes. These arc pub¬ 
lished as much like the originals In size, covers, &c., as possible. 
The Company affixes its imprint to the titlepages, but offers no 
explanation as to the publication in Japan, and indeed they have 
no hesitation in reprinting ^probably through ignorance) the 
foreign publishers’ notices, such as ** Entered according to the 
Act of Congress in the year, &c», &c.” An examination of the 
reprint of Todhunter’s Algebra shows letters upside down, 
wrong fount letters, letters misplaced, and words improperly 
spelt, testifying to the slovenly way in which the books have 
been printed. There is said to be scarcely a page in the book 
which does not contain one or more errors in orthography, and 
the mathematical formulae, which always require such care at the 
printers’ hands, must be in a bad state when ordinary words are 
so neglected. The direct damage to foreign authors, patentees, 
and manufacturers by these petty thefts cannot be very great ; 
the real injury is to the Japanese people themselves. Among 
well-known English labels, that of Bass and Co. has for many 
years been the subject of innumerable depredations. The striking 
red diamond on white ground lends itself easily to imitation, 
while to people who cannot read English letters at all, any 
strange marks below the diamond are sufficient to represent the 
names of the eminent brewers. Large quantities of some decoc¬ 
tion brewed in Tokio are thus passed off in the interior as Burton 
ale. A patent law is wanted in Japan, not so much for the pro¬ 
tection of foreign inventors (the Japanese Government is far too 
advanced to think of such a minor consideration as this) as for 
the protection of the pockets and stomachs of the Japanese 
themselves. 

We are pleased to observe that the Chrysanthemum magazine 
of Yokohama has commenced its third year with a more am¬ 
bitious flight. The size is considerably enlarged, as is also the 
number of subjects treated and the staff of writers. The theo¬ 
logical discussions appear to be wholly eliminated, to theincrea e 
of the general interest of the journal. The first two numbers 
of the new issue are now before us, and exhibit no lack of mental 
power. The literary treatment of the varied subjects discussed 
is in most cases excellent. The most powerful recruit appears 
to be Capt. Brinkley, R.A., who writes a serial tale with 
Japanese characters and scenes, as. well as a serial history of 
Japanese keramics, which deserves more attention in this country 
than it is likely to get Higher education in Japan is elaborately 
treated by Dr. Groth, while Capt. Blakiston, probably the best 
authority on the ornithology of Japan, writes on that subject. 
Mr, A. H. Cole is responsible for a popular paper on the Dar¬ 
winian theory, and Prof. Summers describes some ancient caves 
near Osaka. These are but a few of the papers in the first 
numbers of the new magazine, the editor of which appears 
determined at least to deserve sacoee*. We may, however, draw 
his attention to one defect, surely a very grave one in a scholarly 
publication such as this, via the notices of current literature, 
which so far have been quite unequal to the other departments. 
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The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past 'week include a Macaque Monkey {Macacus tynomolgus) 
from India, presented by Mrs. Florence A. Hill; a Common 
Rhea {Fhta ameruana) from Uruguay, presented by Mr* F. R. S. 
Balfour; a Common Kestrel (Ttnnunculns alaudarrus) % British, 
presented by Mr. A. Lidfcury; a Wood Owl {Symium alueo), 
British, presented by Mrs. W. Duncan; two Homed Luards 
{Phrynosoma comutum) from Texas, presented by Mr. John G. 
Witte; two Marbled Newts (Triton marmoraia) from France, 
presented by Mr. G. H. King ; two Viverrine Cats {Fells vrver • 
rwwi), an Indian Otter (Lutra nair), an Indian Darter ( P/otus 
mdanogusttr), a Hamilton's Terrapin (Clemmys AtmiUmi), three 
Indian Gazelles {Gazella bfnkttE) from India, deposited ; two 
Natterjack Toads {Pufo calamity) y four Marbled Newts {Triton 
marmoraia ), four Short-nosed Sea Horses {Hippocampus anti - 
quorum) y from France, purchased ; a Black Wolf {Cams niger) 
from India, received in exchange ; an Eland ( Oreas carttta 9 ), 
bom in the Gardena. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

D’Arrest’s Comet. —Although M. Lcveau’s elements ol 
this comet for the approaching return to perihelion were com¬ 
municated to the Academy of Sciences of Laris on January 
22, they were unaccompanied by predicted places, and it would 
appear that the ephemeris has had only a very limited circulation, 
being confined, if we are rightly informed, to those observers 
who are in possession of the larger instruments. Hence com¬ 
paratively few persons may have become acquainted with the 
circumstances under which this return of the comet to perihelion 
takes place, and it may not be w ithout interest if wc briefly 
examine the conditions as compared with those of former 
appearances. 

Assuming as usual the intensity of the comet's light (i) to be 
represented by the reciprocal of the product of the squares of 
the distances from the earth and sun, we find the following 
values :— 

i, 

1851. Last observation at Berlin, Oct. 6. 0*590 

1858. Last observation at the Cape, Jan. 18 ... 0*15* 

1870. Last observation at Athens, Dec. 20 ... o. J54 
1877. Last observation at Athens, Sept. 10 ... 0*127 

The greatest distance from the earth at any of these dates tvas 
1 '93 on January 18, 1858. 

M. Levcau’s elements for the approaching return apply to 
1883, June i2’o M.T. at Paris ; neglecting, of course, the small 
effect of perturbation in the interval, the perihelion passage is 
found to take place 1884, January 13*5765 M.T. at Greenwich, 
The coordinate constants for apparent equinox of 1883, May I, 


The orbit of this comet almost intersects that of the lost 
comet of De Vico, 1844; in heliocentric longitude 3391**37', 
with the elements of 1851, the distance between the orbits was 
only 0*0055 or 507,000 miles. 

Tempel's Comet, 1873 H.—The corrected elements of this 
body by M. Schulhof, from observations at its lost appearance 
in 1878, indicate that, neglecting perturbations, it may be again 
in perihelion about November 20, _ The positions calculated 
on this assumption show that the comet will be very unfavour¬ 
ably placed for observation, and it may escape detection at this 
return. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR 7 HE PRE¬ 
VENTION OF FIRE RISES ARISING FROM 
ELECTRIC LIGHTING' 

T^HESE rules and regulations are drawn up for the reduction 
to a minimum, in the case of electric lighting, of those 
risks of fire which are inherent in every system of artificial illu¬ 
mination, and also for the guidance and instruction of those v ho 
have, or who contemplate having, electric lighting apparatus 
installed on their prembes. 

The difficulties that beset the electrical engineer are chiefly 
internal and invisible, and they can only lie effectually guarded 
against by “letting,” or probing with electric currents. They 
depend chiefly on leakage, undue resistauce in the conductor, 
and bad joints, which lead to waste of energy and the dangerous 
production of heat. These defects can only be detected by mea¬ 
suring, by means of special apparatus, the currents that are 
either ordinarily or for the purpose of testing, passed through 
the circuit. Should wires become perceptibly warmed by the 
ordinary current, it is an indication that they are too small for 
the work they have to do, and that they should be replaced by 
larger w ire*. Bare or exposed conductors should always hi 
within visual inspection and as far out of reach as possible, since 
the accidental falling on to, or the thoughtless placing of other 
conducting bodies upon such conductors, would lead to ‘Short 
circuiting, and the consequent sudden generation of heat due to 
an increased current in conductors not adapted to carry it with 
safety. 

The necessity cannot he too strongly urged for guarding 
against the presence of moisture and the use of “earth" as 
part of the circuit. Moisture leads to loss of current and to 
the destruction of the conductor by electrolytic corrosion, and 
the injudicious use of " earth ” as a part of the circuit tends to 
magnify every other fource of difficulty and danger. 

The chief dangers of every new application of electricity arise 
from ignorance and inexperience on the part of those who supply 
and fit up the requisite plant 

The greatest element of safety is therefore the employment of 
skilled and experienced electrician* to supervise the work. 

I. The Dynamo Machine 


a* « r. [9 99502] sin (v + 50 13*7). 
y - r. [9-99308] sin {v + 321 48*0). 
a « r. [9*36631] sin (v + 380 38*1). 

Hence wc have the following approximate positions and dis¬ 
tances of the comet, with the corresponding values of the 
theoretical intensity of light, taking dates near the time of new 


moon :— 

iah. 

R.A. 

Deck 

Distance from 

I. 

G.M.T. 

h. m. 

. + 12 48 . 

Earth. 

Sun* 

June 6 .. 

13 96 .. 

. 2*037 . 

. 2615 . 

- 0*035 

July 4 

»3 137 

. + IO 12 .. 

. 2185 . 

■ 2*415 ■ 

.. 0*036 

Aug. 2 .. 

■ ‘3 37 0 

■ + $ 42 . 

. 2*321 . 

. 2*204 . 

.. 0*038 

Nov. 39 .. 

. 17 58’6 

• " ss • 

.. 2*281 . 

• ■ 1*4*7 ■ 

.. 0*094 

Dec. 29 .. 

• 457 •• 

. - 18 8 . 

.. 2-244 • 

.. 1*338 * 

,, OTII 


Whence it will be seen that even when most favourably circum¬ 
stanced, towards the end of the year, the intensity of light will 
be less than the low value at which the comet has hitherto 
been observed, vix, 0*127. On November 29 the comet seta 
about ah. 8m* after the sun. It wa» missed at the return in 
1864, and the chances of observation at id present visit are by 
no means encouraging. 

Mr. Common informs us that he has made a thorough search 
or the comet with his large reflector, but without success up to 
May 7 * He remarks that the number of faint nebulae about Us 
track is surprising. 


1. The dynamo machine should be fixtd in a dry place. 

2. It should not be exposed to dust or flyings. 

3. It should be kept perfectly clean and its bearings well 
oiled. 

4. The insulation of its coils and conductors should be practi¬ 
cally perfect. 

5. All conductors in the dynamo room should be firmly sup¬ 
ported, well insulated, conveniently arranged for inspection, and 
marked or numbered. 

II* The Wires 


6. Every switch or commutator used for turning the current 
on or off should be constructed so that when it is moved and left 
It cannot permit of a permanent arc or of heating. 

7, Every part of the circuit should be so determined, that the 

n e of wire to be used is property- proportioned to the oxuorants 
11 have to carry, and all junctions with a smaller conductor 
should be fitted with a suitable safety fuse or protector, so that 


1 IU commanded by Hut Council of the Society of Telegraph Engineers 
and of ElectrUitftft* m accordance with the Report of the 
pointed by them on May u, iSBe, to consider the subject. Membersnf the 
Committee;*-?**, W, G, Adams, F.R.S-, Sir Charles T. Bright, T. ftiMsefl 
Crompton, E. JE. Crompton, W. Ceofekes, F ~ 

DXX, F.R.S., Pit*. <5 C. Foster, F.R.6., 

Gordon, Dr. J. Hopkjnsvn, F.R.S., Prof, D. _ -_ T - 
Fnecc, F.R.S., Alexander Siemens, C, E. Spagftolvm/ 
bred, Augustas Stroh, Sir Wftttam Thomson, TJfibS* 

Webber, R.E. 


____ 
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no portion of the conductor should ever -be allowed to attain a 
temperature exceeding 150° F, 

8. Under ordinary circumstance* complete metallic circuits 
should he used ; the employment of gas or water pipes a* con¬ 
ductor for the purpose of completing the circuit should not in 
any case be allowea. 

9, Bare wires passing over the tops of houses should never be 
lew than sevett feet clear of any part of the roof, and all wires 
crowing thorough fares should invariably be high enough to allow 
fire-escapes to pass under them. 

la It is most essential that joints should be electrically and 
mechanically perfect and uuited by solder, 

H, The p>ition of wires when underground should be dearly 
indicated, and they should be laid down so as to be easily in¬ 
spected and repaired. 

12. All wires used for indoor purposes should be efficiently 
insulated, either by being covered throughout with some insu- 
lUfag medium, or, if bare, by resting on insulated supports. 

13. When these wires pass through roofs, floors, walls, or parti¬ 
tions, or where they crow or are liable to touch metallic masses, li ke 
iron girders or pipes, they should be thoroughly protected by 
suitable additional covering ; and where they are liable to 
abrasion from any cause, or to the depredation-} of rats or mice, 
they should be efficiently inca cd in some hard material. 

14. Where indoor wires are put out of sight, as beneath 
flooring, they should be thoroughly protected from mechanical 
injury, and their position should be indicated. 

N*B.—The value of frequently testing the apparatus and 
circuits cannot be too strongly urged. The escape of electricity 
cannot be detected by the sense of smell, as can gas, but it can 
be detected by apparatus far more certain and delicate. Leakage 
not only means waste, but in the presence of moisture it means 
destruction of the conductor and its insula'mg covering, by 
electric action. 

TTL Lamps 

15. Arc lamps should always be guarded by proper lanterns 
to prevent danger from falling incandescent pieces of carbon, 
ana from ascending sparks. Their globes should be protected 
with wire netting. 

id; The lantern*, >nd all parts which are to be handled, 
should be insulated from the circuit, 

IV. Danger to Person 

It. When barowice out of doors rests on insulating supports, 
it taotifti he coated with insulating material, such as mdia 
rubber hap* w tnbe, for at least two feet on each side of the 
support 

18. To secure persons from danger inside buildings, it is 
essential so to arrange a id protect the conductors and fittings 
that.ao one can be exposed to the shocks of alternating currents 
of a wens etectromotive force exceeding too volts, or to coa- 
timmootacroitt* ofaoo volte. 

19. If the difference of potential within any house exceeds 
aoo volts, the house should be provided with a '‘switch,” so 
arranged that the supply of electncity can be at once cut off. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Cam a* 1 oa*. —Dr. Humphry has formally resigned the Pro- 
feMorxbip of Anatomy, after hiving taught anatomy in the 
University for tnirty-six years, at first as assistant to Prof. Clark, 
and since 1866 as Professor. The Electoral Board for the Pro¬ 
fessorship constat* of Professors Huxley, AUen, Thompson, 
Flower, West, Newton, and Liveing, Dr. Michael Foster, and 
Mr, J. W. Clark. 

The Honorary Degree of LL.D, will be conferred m June 
upon Count Menabrea, formerly Italian Ambassador to Ewg&nd, 
Pasteur, Prof, Micheeli* (Strasburg), Sir A. Grant, Bart., 
Principal of Edinburgh University, Sir John Lubbock, Bart, 
Sir 1. A. G. Oswefev, Bart,, Professor of Music at Oxford, Sir 
Richard Temple, Bart,, JUeut-Gen. Walker. Smveyor-Geueral 
of India, Mr. Matthew Arnold, Prof. W. W. Goodwin (Har- 
vani, IL&.), Mr. Reginald S. Poole (British Museum), Prof, 
H, E, Home (Owens College), and Mr. G. F. Watts, K. A, 

The Graces wanting a Professorship of Surgery without sti¬ 
pend, tend authorising the immediate appnhitment of a P rofes aor 
- of Physiology, are to be voted on to-day (Thursday). 


The City and Guilds of London Institute has decided to 
make a grant of 300/. a year for five years, for the purpose, of 
supporting a Chair of Mechanical Engineering in connection 
with Firth College, Sheffield. 

SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

London 

Royal Society, March 15.— 0 Atmospheric Absorption 
in the Infra-Re 1 of the Solar Spectrum.’ 1 By Capt. Abney, 
R.E., F. R.S, t and Lieut.-Col. Fenting, R.E. t 

Any investigations on the subject of atmospheric absorption 
are of such importance in the study of meteorology, that we 
have deemed it advisable to present a preliminary notice of cer¬ 
tain results obtained by us, without waiting to present a more 
detailed account which will be communicated at a future date. 
From 1874, when one of us commenced photographing the 
spectrum in the above region, till more than a year ago, the 
extremely various manners in which the absorption took place 
caused considerable perplexity as to their origin, and it was only 
after we had completed our paper on the absorption of certain 
liquids 1 that a clue to the phenomena was apparently found. 
Since that time we have carefully watched the spectrum in rela 
tion to atmospheric moisture, and we think that more than a 
year’s observations in London, when taken in connection with a 
month’s work at an altitude of 8500 feet on the Riflfel, justify 
the conclusions we now lay before the Society. 

A study of the map of the infra-red region of the s:>lar spec¬ 
trum,* and more especially a new and much more complete one, 
which is being prepared for presentation to the Royal Society 
by one of us, shows that the spectrum In this part i* traversed 
by absorption lines of various intensities. Besides these linear 
absorptions, photographs taken on days of different atmospheric 
condition show banded absorptions superposed over them. These 
latter are step by step absorptions increasing in intensity as they 
approach the, limit of the spectrum at the least refrangible end. 
In the annexed diagram 1 Fig. 4 shows the general appearance 
of this regio 1 up to A 10,000 on a fairly dry day : the banded 
absorption is small, taking place principally between A 9430 and 
A 9800 : a trace of absorption is al*> vldble between A 8330 
and A 9420. On a cold day, with a north-easterly wind blowing, 
and also at a high altitude 0.1a dry day, these absorptions nearly 
if not quite disappear. If we examine photographs taken when 
the air is nearly saturated with moisture (in some form or 
another) we have a spectrum like Fig. I. Except with very 
prolonged exposure no trace of a spectrum Wow A 8330 can 
be photographed. Fig. 2 shows the absorption-bands, where 
there is a difference of about 3 0 between the wet and dry 
bulbs, the latter standing at about Co°. It will be noticed 
that the spectrum extends to the limit of about A 9420, 
when total absorption steps in and blocks out the re^t 
of the spectrum* Fig. 3 shows the spectrum where the 
difference between the wet and t 'e dry bulbs is about 6*. 
Figs. 5 and 6 show the absorption of thicknesses of 1 foot and 
3 inches of water respectively, where the source of light gives a 
continuous spectrum. With J-inch of water all absorption- 
bands except that commencing at A 9430 are absent. It will be 
seen that there is on accurate coincidence between these “ water- 
bands” and the absorption-hand* seen in the solar spectrum, 
and hence we cannot but assume that there is a connection one 
with the other. In fact, on a dry day it is only necessary to 
place varying thicknesses of water before the slit or the spectro 
scope and to photograph the solar spectrum through them, in 
order to reproduce tie phenomena observed on days In which 
there U more or less moisture present in the atmosphere. It is 
quite easy to deduce the moisture present lu atmosphere at cer¬ 
tain temperatures by a study of tie photographs. There does 
appear a difference, h>wrver, in the intensity of the banded 
absorption* in hot weather and in eold about up to 50*. In the 
former they are few marked when the degree of saturation 
and the length of atmosphere traversed are the same an in the 
Utter. 

The accepted view, we believe, of absorption of vapours is 
that they give linear absorptions in 'certain thicknesses, and as 
the thkknero increases or the density becomes greater, the tines 

> "Tb* Influence tif the Atomic Orrapliws of the Molecules of Orjama 
Bodies ou their Aba orption in the Infra-Red Region of the Spectra a.” 
PhiL Tnmt 'Htt nl, iftSi. 

* Pkil. 7>**r,, iNo 

S The black lines f Won m the diagram are merely Haas of re f erence, and 
do not format the aqueous absorption under oonmsratijft. 
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blacken, new lines appear, and gradually total absorption seta in A 94 M to * 9*») «« *> distributed as to predude 

in tbe region where theUnes ore most numerous ani dose. It the idea that they all below to the absorption of aqueous vapour, 
is in the range of possibility that the presence of a small quantity yet all are equally darkened by the band, and they do not spread 
of vapour might show itself os a haae over some region of the out os tbe blackness of the bend Increases. This is against tbe 
spectrum; if, however, the'quantity was gradually increased, view of the band* being formed by aqueous vapour, as‘we 
the hare would give place to lines, and the phenomena just de- know it, , , . 

scribed would be repeated. Suppose several localities of The question then arises as to what these "water-bands'can 
absorption to exist* the absorptive power of the vapour in- be due—-if not due to vapour* This we consider an open 
creasing the further down in the infra red the locality was question, and one which should be discussed. All we can state 
situated, it might happen that, whilst one locality showed only a is that the absorptions shown arc similar to those of water 
haze of absorption, one further down might show total absorp- (Uqnld) and they do not seem to point to the watery stuff 
tion, and some locality between these two should show linear existing as vapour, 1 if we take the visible spectrum as a guide, 
absorption. An intense blue sky at sea-level is often indicative of moisture 

In the case of the absorptions in the solar spectrum we find a in the atmosphere, and it also seems to be indicative of finely 
very different state of things existing. A comparison of the suspended matter of some kind* If this be the case, can this 
photographs taken in London on days of different drynesr, and suspended matter be suspended water stuff? for if it be not, 
with those taken at the Riflfel, shows that the linear absorptions there is no reason why the sky should be bluer on a moist day 
are not increased in number or intensity ; except so far that the than on a dry day. We would remark that the deep blue sky 
blackness of the lines is increased by the blackness of the banded at sea-level is of a different colour to the black-blue of high 
absorptions, and the same blackness can be induced by placing altitudes where, if they exist, the fine suspended particles would 
a certain thickness of water before the slit of the spectroscope : be largely diminished in number, and the coarser particles which 
another point is that the Fraunhofer lines in certain regions (say cau*e white haze would also be fewer. The great difference of 



the intensities of the light from the blue sky in England and at 
10,000 feet was determined by one of us and communicated to 
the British Association at Southampton, and the enormous dis¬ 
parity between the two has some bearing on the question we 
have been discussing. 

In the above paper we have described the absorption due to 
u water stuff” in the atmosphere to X 9800, as it is only to that 
wave length to which the normal spectrum has been as yet 
published! We wish however to ado that there are bands in 
the solar spectrum commencing at 1 x 9800, X 13,200, and X15,300, 
and giving step by step absorptions from one wave length to tbe 
nexL as in the diagram, which also corresponds with cold water 
bands. The absorption in the locality from 13,300 downwards 
is usually total* and it is only on dry cold days or at high alti¬ 
tudes that rays of sufficient amplitude can penetrate to cause 
photographic impression to be made, 

April 5.-^"Observations on the Colouring-matters of the 
so-called Bile of Invertebrates, on those of tbe Bite of 

* These w*ve-Un*th* are taken from the map from the Phil. Trmm., 
1 Wo, Sod an only to be ootuttered approximate 


Vertebrates, and on some unusual Urine Figments, Ac/' 
by Charles A. MacMunn, B.A., M.D. Communicated by I>r. 
M. Foster, Sec.R.S. 

In this paper the result of a systematic examination of the bile 
and various extracts of tbe so-called liver of Moilusca and Arthro¬ 
pods, and of tbe pyloric or radial cceca and other appendages 
of the digestive system of Echinodermata is described, fte 
universal distribution of one colouring-matter, which by appro¬ 
priate experiments it shown to be a chlorophyll pigment; is 

S oved. It occurs in the above organs, and can be detected in 
e bile of specimens of Helix after a six months' test; for this 
colouring-matter, since it is found in the appendages of the 
enter on, the name enterochlorophyll is proposed. The slight 
differences observable in different cases are shown to be due to 
the probable greater or less amount of the usual chtenmhyH con¬ 
stituents, blue chlorophyll, yellow chlorophyll, and chlarofacitte, 
and the presence of xanthophyll, lutein, or tetronerythrin* Entero- 
chlorophyll is shown to be much torn abundant in the Uw of 
Hollttaoa and in Echinodennata than in Crustacea, as the livers 

* UhIns it to held that the water tariT holds vapour inwrlutfain. 
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of the last generally contain more Jntein* or sometimes tetronery* 
thrfai may be present.^ 

Hie presence of reduced haemal in is also demonstrated in the 
bile of the crayfish and in several pulmonate Molluscs, aud its 
respiratory ana other uses discussed. 

The conclusions which these observations and others led to 
are summed up as follows:— 

(!,) The existence of enterochlorophyll in the so-called liver, 
or other appendages of the enteron iu Invertebrates is definitely 
established. 

(a.) This pigment occurs iu greatest abundance in Mollusca, it 
occurs less frequently in Arthropoda, and its presence in Vermes 
is not proved. 

(3.) The pyloric cocca of starfishes contain it in great abund¬ 
ance* also the intestinal appendages of Echinus f which fact 
shows that the former function like the so-called liver of other 
Invertebrates. 

(4.) The bile of the crayfish and that of most pulmonate Mol- 
lusca contains haemochromogen ; iu the latter it is generally 
accompanied by enterochlorophyll* and appears to be concerned 
more in aerial than aquatic respiration. 

(5.) The so-called liver of Invertebrates is a pigment-producing 
and storing organ, as well as being concerned in the preparation 
of a digestive ferment. 

(6.) The presence of hoemochromogen in the bile of Inverte¬ 
brates is apparently determined by their mode of living, and it 
does not appear to be distributed according to purely morpho¬ 
logical considerations. 

Hie remainder of the paper deals with vertebrate bile pig¬ 
ment*, and contains some observations on abnormal urinary 
colouring matters, mainly with regard to their spectroscopy. 
The various bile pigments of Staaeler are first dealt with, and 
some remarks on tne bile spectra of animals follow ; here it is 
shown that urobilin can be extracted from the liver of Salamandra 
nuuulata by means of alcohol, that it is absent from reptilian 
bile during hibernation, and that the liver of some fishes may 
contain tetronerythriu which can be extracted from them by 
suitable solvents. The latter fact suggests an analogous function 
to that of the liver of Inyertebrata. 

The results of the examination of a green hydrocele liquid are 
detailed* which showed beyond doubt that biliverdm was 
present, and since in that case its origin could be traced to blood 
pigment* the origin of biliverdin from blood pigment is 
demonstrated. 

The Identity of stercobilin and hydrobitirubm got by the 
action, of nascent hydrogen on bilirubin is proved, and a differ¬ 
ence between them and febrile urobilin shown to exist. 

The statement that the absorption-bands of sheep bile are the 
same as those which occur in Gmelin’s reaction is shown to be 
erroneous* and a brief description of the method of isolating 
the ooloaring-m&tter of sheep bile and the wave-lengths of its 
different solutions given. Chlorophyll is shown to be absent. 

Under the head of urinary pigments it is shown that the feeble 
bands described by me in a former paper in the spectrum of 
febrile urobilin are not due to Impurities but are as much part 
of the spectrum as the band at F. Urohuematin and its differ¬ 
ence from baematoporphyrin and its pathological significance are 
discussed. A shttple method for the detection of indican in urine, 
some remarks on uroecythrin* and on a peculiar red colouring- 
matter iu pole urine, somewhat like urrbodin, follow. The 
deductions from this part of the paper cannot be very well given 
In the form of conclusions and are therefore scattered through¬ 
out the paper. 

A drawing of the microscopic structure of the liver of Umax, 
showing the enterochlorophyll within the Uver cells, and maps of 
the most important absorption spectra described, accompany the 
paper. A 13 readings are reduced to wave-lengths. 

Physical Society* April 38.—Prof, Clifton in the chair.— 
A paper on colour-sensation, by Mr. H, R. Troop, was read by 
Mr. waiter Bally, secretary. The author showed that more 
than three colour-sensations were consistent with the theories of 
Maxwell and Helmholtz, and explained that four primary sepa¬ 
rate colour-sensations* in couples* served the theory as well as 
tinea The anthorgaya reasons for the existence or a fifth sen¬ 
sation—that of white, Mr. Stanley mentioned that his father 
was Colour-Wind to green, and saw It as a brown* He consi¬ 
dered partial colour-blindness very common. Mr, Lewis Wright 
JWWi that he found in optical experiments a partial colour- 
Windnsfca from time to time, and between one or his eyes and 
the other. He recommended the study of this partial and variable 


/ blindness to colours. Prof. Clifton stated that he had found 
similar variations amongst his students, and considered .that one 
' in three was unfit for delicate optical experiments.—Sir John 
Conroy exhibited a new photometer, which is a modification of 
Ritchie's, the white screens not meeting at an angle* hut almost 
meeting, and one projecting a Uttle beyond the other* so that the 
eye could see the outer side of one ana a little of the inner side 
of the other, both visible surfaces being illuminated by the 
lights. The screens were inclosed in a blackened box.—Mr, 
Walter Browne then read a paper on the causes and consequences 
of glacier motion. After reviewing the various theories of 
glacier motion and criticising each* the author gave reasons for 
preferring that of Mr. Moseley* namely, expansion by heat. He 
showed that the regelation theory now commonly accepted 
appears inadequate, Inasmuch as it does not explain the state of 
flow at low temperatures. Mr. Stanley pointed out that Forbes 
in his work on Norway gives expansion os a cause of glacier 
motion. Prof. Perry referred to the experiment o? Mr, 
Bottomley (in which a wire, weighted at the endr* cuts its way 
through a block of ice) in support of the regelation theory; and 
Prof. Guthrie described au experiment he had made of the same 
kind, using a copper wire and a silk cord of the same thickness, 
equally weighted, on the same block of ice. The wire cut through, 
but the silk did not. Prof. Ayrton explained this on the 
assumption that the wire conveyed heat from the air, and 
enabled the weighted wire to lower the temperature of the ice to 
the melting point, whereas the silk could not do so without more 
pressure, mat is weight. Mr. W. Coffin referred to the ice¬ 
houses of Lake Superior, where he has seen heavy iron imple¬ 
ments lying on blocks of ice at a low temperature, without 
sinking in. Sinking took place when the sun shone on the ice. 
Prof. G. Forbes saia that below forty feet in rock variations of 
temperature were imperceptible, and probably It was the same 
with ice. Prof. Macleod, Mr. G. R. Griffiths, Mr. W. Bally, 
and the President also took part in the discussion.—Prof. Fuller 
then took the chair, aod Prof. Clifton exhibited a new spectro- 
meter of his design. In the spectrometer it is important that the 
axis round which the prism turns and the axis round which the 
telescope turns should not be inclined, and in the new instru¬ 
ment these axes are coincident. A single cone, turned very 
true, has the telescope piece, the circle, and prism plate fixed 
upon it. 

Institution of Civil Engineers, April 24.— Mr. Brunlees, 
president* in the chair.—The paper read was '* Resistance on 
Railway Curves as an Element of Danger," by Mr. John 
Mackenzie* Assoc. M. Inst. C.E. 

Berlin 

Physiological Society, March 30.—Prof. Du Bois Reymond 
in the chair.—Instead of the condensed milk, which, owing to 
its, large percentage of sugar* has not kept its place as a 
food for children, a preparation of milk has lately been intro¬ 
duced into the market from Switzerland, which is protected 
against fermentation and decomposition by previous cooking. 
Dr, A. Baginski has chosen the relation of this new infants’ 
food to the digestive ferments as the subject of a comparative 
investigation, which is not a» yet concluded, but which has 
elicited some physiologically interesting facts about the action 
and occurrence of these ferments. The rennet ferment is well 
known to act upon milk both when it is sour and when its reac¬ 
tion is neutral or alkaline* but the rapidity of the curdling when 
acted upon by the ferment is different for different tempei atures. 
At the temperature of the room the milk curdled only after 
twenty or thirty minutes; at a temperature of 20° to 25^0, the 
curdling was already completed in five minutes j at from 30° to 
35° C. the curdling lasted about one minute* and it took place at 
still higher temperatures up to 55* C. in still shorter time. O 1 
the other hand, at 6o° C. and at higher temperatures the action 
of the rennet was delayed, and soon ceased altogether. In pre¬ 
viously boiled milk rennet also faded to bring about curdling. 
The rennet ferment was found not alone in the stomach* but also in 
the small intestines and In several plants, e.g 4 in Carica papaya, 
in artichokes* and in figs. In other plants it was sought for in 
vain* Decomposition ferments had various actions upon rennet ; 
sometimes they destroyed its action, at other times they did not; 
the former was particularly the case when the fluid was strongly 
alkaline, Fepetn had no disturbing Influence upon the activity 
of the rennet* although trypsin had to a marked degree. Dr. 
Baginski made similar observations upon the effect of decompo¬ 
sition ferment* pepsin, and trypsin upon each other.—Prof, 
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Briqgor repotted upon the results of his attempts at a more aocu* 
rate study and determination of the violent poisons which deve¬ 
lop out of animal substances', and which not unfrequently bring 
about sudden death after rath g stale cheese, stale au&cge, or 
stale fish, Prof. Selmi ma<le the first step towards the know¬ 
ledge of these poisons preparing powerfully ac ing bodies 
out of corpses and decomposing r nimal matter. These he de¬ 
scribed under the name of “ptomain.” Ptof. Brieger has now 
investigated their r ecurrence in analogous substances by meanB 
of the reactions that Prof. Seln.i gave for these pit.mains, and 
he has found, among other things, that neuiin v hen exposed to 
the air very soon develop such a ptomain, which, like the rest, 
kills frogs and rabbits with the ^mptomsof coma. If the neitrin 
remains a long time exposed to the oxidising influence of the air, 
the violent pobon disappears. Further, a poisonous body belonging 
to the same group vas found in a l umber of artificial peptones, 
but not in all, ai d here also this substance was soon destroyed 
by further alterations taking place in the peptone. This wet 
could he quite universally established, viz. that a further pro¬ 
gressing decomposition in dead bodies destroyed all poisonous 
substances. Prof. Brieger next approached the task of isolating 
these easily decomposable and violently poisonous bodies. He 
succeeded, by working on large masse# of dead animal bodies 
with a series of ehetmeal processes, in preserving the poison in 
beautiful, large, needle-shaped cry*toK He has not as yet 
determined whether the*e consist of the poisonous body pure, or 
whether they also contain other bodies. Therefore ine chemi¬ 
cal composition of the ptonmins has not yet been certainly 
determined. 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, April 30,—M. Blanchard in the 
chair.—The following papers were read On the reduction of 
the barometer and the pendulum to the sea-level, by M. Faye. 
While Pdisson’s correction for attraction of a continental mass 
may be suppressed, the attraction of a hill or mountain on which 
observations are made must not be neglected. At a station in 
mid-ocean, Mich as a volcanic or coral bland, the attraction of 
the island must be considered. Correction for masses like the 
Alps or Himalayas is much more difficult.—On the pyro-electri¬ 
city of quartz, by KM, Friedel and Curie. They di sent from 
Herr Hankei's views as to the distribution of electric tensions in 
crystals.—On a quaternary base derived from oxyquinoleine, by 
M* Wurtz.—Prolonged anaesthesia obtained by protoxide of 
nitrogen at normal pressure, by M. Bert. The new method be 
has tried on animals is to cause anaesthesia first with the pure 
protoxide, then give a mixture of the protoxide and oxygen (the 
blood then recovering the oxygen necessary to it); then Hie pure 
protoxide may be given again. Thus both asphyxia and return to 
sensibility are obviated. A dog was kept insensible half an hour. 
A mask and two caoutchouc bags are all that is necessary. —On 
the project of the African interior sea, by M. de Lesseps. He 
replies to M. Cusson.—On a theorem of partitions of corn; lex 
numbers contained in a theorem of Jacobi, by Prof, Sylvester.— 
of meteorological observations made during the year 
1882, at four points of Haut Rhin and the Vosges, by M. Him. 
Inter a/ia t the greatest actinometric differences do not always 
correspond to the most limpid skies. The slight mist or dust, 
which stops part of the luminous rays, does not absorb the 
calorific rays.—-A new general formula for the development of 
the |*rturbative function, by M. Baillaud*-—Observations of solar 
spots and faculie at the Royal Observatory of the Roman Col¬ 
lege during the fourth quarter of 1882, by M, Taochini. After 
the secondary minimum in August, the spots increased to a con¬ 
siderable maximum (relatively) in November, then decreased 
suddenly to a minimum in December. During 1882 there 
appears a greater activity than in 1881, The mean uf faculse is 
.slightly greater in 18S1 than In 1882.—Observations of tolar 
protuberances, faculae, and spots at the Royal Observatory of 
the Roman College, during the third and fourth quarters of 
1882, by the same. The number of protuberances p*r dum 
was nearly the same as in the first half-year, but the 
height ana extension were somewhat greater. The mini¬ 
mum was in September and October, Spots, faculffi, and 
protuberances were more numerous near'the equator than in the 
previous half-year.—Observation of the transit of Venus at St 
Thomas in the Antilles by the Brazilian Commission, by M, de 
Teflfc. The third and fourth contacts were observed,—On the 
use of a birefxingent glass in certain observations of spectrum 
analysis, by M. Cruls, By giving the crystal an alternative 
motton of rotation the catoorodioaiy spectrum is displaced, and 


, the eye is thus helped to see peculiarities l etter than if the spec¬ 
trum were at rest. Again, the tupo spectra of a faint star may 
be so juxUloosed that me bright parts of the one correspond to 
1 he dark channellings of the other, so that virion ip aided.— 
Determination of a particular class of surface*, &c. (continued), 
by M. Darboux.—On ccntinuous periodic fractions whose 
numerators differ from unity, by M. de Jenquires.—On the 
generalisation of the theorem of Fermat, by M. Lucas.-—On fhc 
same, by M. Pallet.—On the groups of linear equations by M. 
Poincau*.—On some double integral*, by M. Goureat.—On the 
Eulerian functions, by M. Buurguet.—On the cycleof motors 
with explosive gases, by M. nils.—On the transmiarion 
of sound by gases by M. Neyreneuf, With a sensitive 
flame arrangement he proves that carbonic oxide bos about 
the same transo itting power as air ; carbonic r cid much greater. 
He finds Hauk^bcc’s law inexact.—On the' analogy that exists 
between the allotropic states of phosphorus and of arsenic, by 
M. Engel—Research on the metallic derivatives of cmides; 

I mean# of distinguishing a monoamide from a diamide, by M, 
Gal.—On a process of hardening soft calcareous * tones by means 
of fluorilicntes w ith a base of insoluble oxides, by M. Kesrier.— 
On a means of foreseeing liberations of firedamp, by M. de 
Chancourtois. On the supporition that movements of the 
earth’s crust often cause such liberation, he proposes the use of 
delicate seismographic apparatus.—New histological researches 
on the termination of the biliary cor duits in the lobules of the 
liver, by M. Kanellis.—On the structure of the nervous &y,tem 
of Hirudine®, by M. Saint Loup.—On the incubath« of eggs 
of a hen affected by cholera of fowls, by M. Barthelemy. Tne 
ef gs contained germs of the microbes; the e were only deve¬ 
loped with aerial respiration w hen the allantoid yiekled to the 
blood the oxygen necessary. (The development of the embryo 
stopped between the eighth and the tenth day.)— Comparison 
between the bacilli of tuberculosis and of leprosy (continued), by 
M. Babes.—M. Common presented a negative photograph of 
the nebula in Orion (token January 30). An equatorial reflector 
of three feet aperture was used, and the dry plate was exposed 
39 minutes. 
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THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION 

Do you know me, my lord ? 

Excellent well ; you are a fishmonger,”— HamUt . 

HE exhibition which was opened last Saturday by 
the Prince of Wales on behalf of Her Majesty the 
Queen is the latest of a series of such shows of matters 
relating Co fish and fishing apparatus which was initiated 
by the French at Area chon, other exhibitions having 
followed in subsequent years at Amsterdam, at Norwich, 
at Berlin, and at Edinburgh, Though in this country 
the accumulated knowledge and experience of scientific 
zoologists is not made use of either by the Government, 
or by local authorities, or by private capitalists in order 
to render our fisheries more productive, or to prevent the 
total destruction of some branches of them (except in the 
case of the salmon fisheries), yet the Fisheries Exhibition 
will have some interest for scientific men and for the 
readers of Nature. 

It is true that the present exhibition differs from its 
continental predecessors in the fact that it is a private 
undertaking entirely organised by practical men who would 
disclaim the title of M scientific ” for themselves, and who 
have not largely availed themselves of the services of the 
professional zoologists of the country in carrying out their 
enterprise. Nevertheless the exhibition will have a 
scientific character and importance in consequence of the 
fact that almost without exception every foreign country 
which takes pari in the exhibition is represented by dis¬ 
tinguished zoologists, who have been delegated by the 
governments of the countries to which they belong, to 
take charge of and to organise the exhibition of such 
objects as in their judgment may best serve to illustrate 
the vast variety of matters of interest and instruction con¬ 
nected with their fisheries. From the republican United 
States of America, from democratic Norway, from Hol¬ 
land, from Sweden, and from Italy skilled zoologists have 
been sent by iheir respective Governments and are at 
this moment in London in order both to teach and to 
learn at the fisheries show. 

It will be interesting to compare the results which these 
skilled officials and men of science can produce with 
those offered by the crowd of independent English exhi¬ 
bitors, manufacturers, fishery owners, fishmongers, and 
naturalists. Hitherto in the great fishery exhibitions 
England has been represented at a great disadvantage, 
for although the Governmental departments of fisheries 
control and inspection of foreign states have cordially 
responded to the invitation sent by the committee^ the 
present London exhibition, yet on no occasion has the 
English Government assisted to place before the public 
in other countries any of the methods or products of 
English fishing. On the present occasion, though as 
hitherto the English Government has no official machinery 
for representing or dealing with British fisheries gene¬ 
rally, and practically takes no part in the affair, yet in 
consequence of the activity of the large committee of 
gentlemen who have organised the exhibition, we shall no 
<N*»t see * much fuller representation of British fishing 
fctotefprise than at any former exhibition. 
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If is foe soon at this moment, when many cases of 
objects are still unopened and sufficient time for a careful 
inspection of the exhibits has not elapsed, to offer any 
detailed remarks on the teaching to be derived from the 
fisheries show. On Saturday the special exhibit, which 
cannot be retained permanently during the whole 
period for which the show is open, was that of the 
fisherfolk themselves. Amongst the men the East Anglian 
herring fishers of Yarmouth and Lowestoft carried off the 
palm by their fine physique, intelligent faces, and sturdy 
bearing, wonderfully like to their brother Norsemen from 
the other side of the North Sea. These and the bright 
fearless faces of the Newhaven fisher-girls as they sat 
side by side with the strangely capped women from 
Boulogne and from the Dutch and Belgian coast, who 
good naturedly took part in the ceremony of Saturday 
last, were sufficient to demonstrate that whether British 
fisheries need or do not need to be improved and deve¬ 
loped by that scientific supervision which is applied to the 
harvest of the sea ou foreign shores, the race of men and 
women occupied in carrying on those fisheries bring to 
their business the fullest measure of intelligence and 
physical capacity. It is due to the courage, skill, and 
vigour of these fisherfolk that British fisheries continue to 
flourish, though their enterprise is unaided by the science 
of a Government department and their market is sys¬ 
tematically injured by the devices of “middle-men.” 

Possibly the London Fisheries Exhibition of 1883 may 
have a result in regard to the British interests there 
represented similar to that which the Great Exhibition of 
185 r effected in regard to the various art manufactures of 
the country. Just as the public demonstration of British 
inferiority in the matter of artistic workmanship led to 
the action of the Government in promoting a remedy in 
the foundation of schools of art and design, so the extra¬ 
ordinary contrast afforded by the British and Foreign exhi¬ 
bits on the present occasion in all that relates to a reason¬ 
able use of accurate knowledge (otherwise called science) 
in dealing with fish, oysters, lobsters, &c., may lead to an 
effort on the part of the constituted authority to imitate 
in some way the action of foreign governments (whether 
popular or paternal) in retaining the services of competent 
zoologists for the purpose of continually acquiring new 
knowledge in regard to fishes, and in particular of 
devising new ways of increasing and protecting the 
annual yield of fishes in the market. 

It is a remarkable fact that for the purpose of dealing 
with questions and effecting practical objects connected 
with the economic aspects of the vegetable kingdom, the 
British Government supports the most efficiently orga¬ 
nised botanical institution in the world. The Royal 
Gardens at Kew are the source of a ceaseless stream of 
scientific information and advice which is poured by 
every mail into all parts of the globe where our colonies 
extend, and it may be truly said that the pecuniary value 
of the scientific knowledge to British commercial enter¬ 
prise, which has thus been furnished, is gigantic. 

It does not admit of any question, that a parallel, 
though not in the first instance so vast a service, might be 
rendered to British industrial and commercial interests by a 
governmental zoological institution, to the scientific staff of 
which might he intrusted for study and control, not only 
matters relating to the sea- and river-fisheries of these 
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islands, our oyster, lobster, and shell-fish fisheries, but also 
mutters concerning the pearl fisheries of India, the sponge- 
fisheries of the Bahamas, and the possible coral fisheries 
tff the Australian coast. Further, the duties which even 
among the self-helping inhabitants of the United States 
are assigned to a State entomologist, might here also be 
discharged. From the duly established officials of such 
a state zoological laboratory or institute, the Foreign 
Office and the Colonial Office could at once obtain full and 
decisive information enabling them to act intelligently 
in relation to the importation of the Phylloxera pest, 
whilst the Home Office might gain courage in the presence 
of the Colorado beetle. 11 seems strange that the creation 
of an official laboratory of economic zoology has been so 
long delayed. 

We shall be able to judge in the case of the present 
exhibition whether the cooperation of scientific men would 
have rendered the English department more instructive 
than it is under the present conditions, as compared with 
the scientifically organised exhibits of foreign countries. 
The comparison of the official catalogue of the London 
Exhibition with that of the Berlin Exhibition will be im¬ 
portant in the same direction. With regard to the essays 
for which the committee has offered prizes, it may at once 
be stated that unfortunately no steps have been taken to 
bring the questions concerning which treatises are desired 
under the-notice of the persons most likely to be able to 
deal with them satisfactorily either in this country or 
abroad. A series of valuable reports might have been 
obtained and circulated in connection with the exhibition 
by a sufficiently public appeal to the zoological world 
made in due time. It may yet be not too late to take 
some steps in this matter. 


SCIENCE AND ART 

N O one will be surprised that Mr. Huxley took 
advantage of the opportunity afforded him at 
the Academy dinner to reply to some remarks made 
by Mr. Matthew Arnold on a like occasion two 
years ago. Mr. Arnold, we presume, does not claim to 
possess that amount of knowledge cither of art or of 
science which would render him a prejudiced witness, 
and, being unprejudiced, he drew a terrible picture of the 
future of art, not only in this, but in all other countries, 
unless some very decided steps were taken. Time out of 
mind, according to Mr. Arnold, art and literature had 
divided the sweets and beauties of this world between 
them, but now, in these latter days, that terrible thing 
science— 

‘ ' Monstrum horrendum, informe, ingens, cui lumen ademptum,” 
was about to bar their future progress, and invade and 
destroy the fair kingdoms of thought and work gained 
from the unknown by the labours of both, Hence the 
necessity of an alliance offensive and defensive against 
the common enemy; hence the artist and the man of 
letters were to band themselves together to stamp this 
new hydra from out the land. 

It was not to be expected that such a view as 
this would be allowed to pass unchallenged by Mr. 
Huxley. He declined to regard science as an invading 
and aggressive power, eager to banish all other pursuits 
from the universe. Putting Mr, Matthew Arnold's view 
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in a more concrete to, he represented it a* picturing 
science rising as a monster from out the troubled waters 
of the sea of modern thought, intent upon devouring the 
unprotected Andromeda of Art, For him Literature was 
Perseus equipped with the swiff; shoes of the ready writer, 
and the cap of invisibility of the editorial article, while 
the death-dealing quality of Medusa’s head had a fitting 
representative in the sting of vituperation. Mr. Huxley's 
remarks dealt less with Andromeda than with Perseus, 
to whom he suggested the advisability of think¬ 
ing twice before trying conclusions with the risen 
monster. He ended by showing how necessary Art 
and Science were to each other, how each was strong in 
the other’s strength, and how they were never likely to be 
sundered, but were certain to twine round each other 
more closely, and to help each other more as time went 
on. Agreeing as we do altogether with Mr. Huxley, wU 
think, however, that another view is worthy of considers,; 
tion. For ourselves, although likening art to fair and 
chained Andromeda, we cannot admit that science is 
correctly represented in the form of the monster. Without 
further considering of whom or of what the monster may 
be typical, it seems to us perfectly certain that the Perseus 
of whom the Andromeda of Art stands so much in need 
is not Literature, but Science, because this Perseus alone 
can give the help and render the assistance which the 
maiden needs so sorely at the present moment. 

Occasion has been before taken in these columns to 
point out how one of the greatest revivals of art in the 
history of the world was contemporaneous with the dawn 
of one of those sciences which must for ever lie at the 
base of much work in art: we refer to the science of 
anatomy; and when one looks round this year’s Academy 
and compares the work based upon this branch of know¬ 
ledge, the anatomy of form, with that connected with the 
other branch of knowledge which has to do with the 
anatomy of light and colour, one cannot but feel that 
the Andromeda of Art is being sacrificed indeed. Land¬ 
scape painting has as close a connection with physical 
science as figure painting has with anatomy, and we 
cannot help thinking it is because physical science has 
not been sufficiently taught in our public schools, that our 
landscape painting is, if we are to judge by this year’s 
pictures, not advancing, but almost retrograding. The 
man who finds anatomy too difficult for him and rushes 
into landscape soon discovers that there is something 
there which he has not learned* but which has to be 
learned ere he can achieve distinction; and like too many 
others be has to give up the battle ingloriously. Not for 
many years has there been such an absence of landscapes 
of the highest order as in the present Academyj and in 
order to show, on the one hand, how those artists who 
have some knowledge of the branches of science which 
bear upon their work in art have succeeded in filling 
their canvases with worthy representations of natural 
effects, and, on the other hand, how those who lacking 
this knowledge are only successful in producing mis¬ 
representations and distortions of nature, we on a 
subsequent occasion give a series of notes upon those 
pictures which fall within the reach of our remarks. In 
some pictures the ignorance of one part of nature has 
been as great as if a portrait patnter had painted a ftce 
in which the mouth was represented between the eyes and 
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the nose, or again a« if he had painted feet instead of 

hand** 

There is one instance so much in point that we may at 
4mee refer to it One artist, who shall be nameless, has 
attempted to grace his picture by introducing into it a 
rainbow. Now if the rainbow had been part of the human 
Ipm it would have been studied, there would have been 
boohs about it, and the artist would have made it as much 
his own as the student of physical science, since some 
artists study anatomy as closely as does the man of medi¬ 
cine, but, because the rainbow happens to lie outside that 
branch of scientific knowledge which is generally supposed 
to be the only branch to which artists need turn their 
attention, the painter thinks that he may treat it anyhow. 
Thus we have had rainbows with the colours—which in 
nature are absolutely definite in their order and arrange¬ 
ment-painted in reverse order ; again, we have had a 
rainbow, which must always appear to form part of a 
circle, painted in perspective; but the rainbow fancier of 
this year has almost transcended the want of observation 
shown by his predecessors. Possibly ignorant of the 
fact that all primary rainbows are alike ; that the order 
of colours, from red through orange, yellow, green, blue, 
indigo, to violet, is dominated by a most rigid law, to 
which there is, and can be, no exception ; the artist has 
chosen to paint his rainbow with the violet in the middle 
This seems to indicate either such looseness of observation 
or such contempt for nature—and the painter may take 
his choice between those two alternatives—that we 
doubt whether side by side with either there can exist 
that sympathy with nature which must He at the root of 
all good work in art. We shall show on a subsequent 
occasion that this picture is only typical of a good deal of 
artistic work, which must in the nature of things act like 
a discord, and put the eye and the heart of the painter 
out of tune* 

Those branches of science to which we have to make 
reference in these columns have to do of course with 
the forms and colours of clouds and sky and natural 
objects generally, and the laws of reflection, and if an 
artist will paint suns and moons, then with those ele¬ 
mentary astronomical principles which have to deal 
with the appearances of these bodies, and which are not 
beyond the comprehension of a child in the Fourth 
Standard of a public elementary school, It is not there¬ 
fore imposing too much upon an artist that he should 
know these things, and it is not too much to suppose 
that one who paints work on which he wishes to build 
bis fortune or his reputation as the case may be, should 
wish to appeal to a mare or less cultured audience. At 
present, perhaps, it is only a select few who notice and 
deplore this want of harmony with nature which marks 
the productions of so many of our artists j but the love of 
physical science among the great mass of mankind grows 
stronger and more strong, and the circle of those who 
can discriminate between fact and fancy as displayed in 
the works which grace the walls of our picture galleries 
(s daily becoming a wider one. We would therefore utter 
a word of warning to the artist who allows blunders to creep 
jfflo his picture because he thinks nobody will find them 
*mt Somebody is sure to find them out. 

The opportunkies which artists in following their profes- 
ifiii have of studying nature in very varied moods enable 


them to see the actual phenomena, where a priori con¬ 
siderations leave a student who lacks such opportunities 
entirely in the dark. Several very interesting questions 
are raised by some of the pictures in this year's Academy, 
and the candid critic must acknowledge that many of 
them give much food for thought and suggestions for 
future inquiry and study on his own part. 


THE TRANSIT INSTRUMENT 

A Treatise on the Transit Instrument as Applied to the 
Determination of Time; for the Use of Country 
Gentlemen , By Latimer Clark, M.I.C.E., &c. (Pub¬ 
lished by the Author.) 

T is something new to have a book on the transit 
instrument for the use of country gentlemen. It is 
something still newer to find that book brought out by an 
eminent engineer. In fact we may regard the publication 
of such a book, under such conditions, as a sign of the 
times, and as an indication of the slow but sure way in 
which science, and even the methods of science, are 
interesting a gradually increasing number of our educated 
classes. Mr. Latimer Clark has done his work in a most 
admirable manner, and no country gentleman who wishes 
to know a little more than he does at present about the 
practical working of a most fascinating branch of science, 
could do better than invest, not only in the book, but in 
the very satisfactory and handy little instrument which 
Mr. Clark has been wise enough to produce side by side 
with it. This transit instrument to which we refer, and 
which can be obtained of Mr. Coppock of Bond Street, 
is an excellent one of its kind. It is cheap—costing only 
about 10/.—and it is simple. The many parts of the in¬ 
strument which form necessary adjuncts to it when used 
in an observatory are of course suppressed, but nothing 
is wanting which is really of importance to that public 
which Mr. Latimer Clark wishes to educate in its'use 
The author is quite wise in the way he goes to work 
We naturally have a description of the instrument, and 
reference to the way in which it can be most conveniently 
and satisfactorily employed, nor are those necessary 
adjustments omitted without which of course the simplest 
instrument would be of very little use. Full instructions 
are then given for putting it in position, and Mr. Clark's 
form of instrument has a cover, by means of which, when 
I once placed in position, say, out on a stone pillar on a 
lawn with a good north and south line, it can be left out 
with very little chance of its taking any harm in all 
weathers. The actual taking of transits, both of the sun 
and stars, are then dealt with, and we should add here 
that the transit eyepiece is armed with a system of seven 
vertical wires, so that the means of several transits over 
the wires can be taken in the ordinary way. The only 
objection we have so far found to Mr. Latimer Clark’s 
form, is that there are no means of adjustment for the 
vertically of the wires. We regard this as a point 
which should he looked to, in case our author should be 
fortunate enough to induce a great many people to employ 
this cheap and simple form. 

The corrections for longitude and latitude are next 
given, and we are glad to see that the book deals with 
these matters in a way not only far from dry, but so as to 
introduce a considerable quantity of very useful astro- 
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nomical knowledge put in a very simple and taking form. 
Thus, for instance, when Mr. Clark urges, and rightly 
urges, that the latitude of any particular house where it 
may be suggested (o put up one of these instruments is 
more likely to be accurately determined by a reference to 
the Ordnance Map than in any other way, we are not 
only told that the Ordnance Map may be got for nv, but 
the ignoramus is not even forgotten, and the way in which 
longitude is marked on the map is clearly stated. Mr. 
Clark it will be seen has spared no pains to make 
everything as clear as possible to everybody. Here, for 
instance, is what he says on counting time to a beginner 
in astronomical work :— 

“In taking the time of transit by a watch some diffi¬ 
culty will at first be experienced, owing to the fact that 
watches tick various numbers of beats in a minute, but 
rarely any direct multiple of the second. Having care¬ 
fully ascertained the number, the watch is placed to the 
ear at any even ten or twenty seconds, and the 
counting is continued by sound, thus; One and, one 
and, two and, two and, three and, three and, fifteen, 
fifteen, &c. In recording the transit, the minutes and 
seconds at the time of starting are noted, and the number 
of additional ticks is counted by ear, and these are after¬ 
wards converted into seconds and added. When a single 
observation is considered sufficiently accurate for practical 
purposes, it may be conveniently recorded by a chrono¬ 
graph, which is started in exact accordance with your 
clock a few minutes before it is required, and is stopped 
at the exact instant of transit. At night this dispenses 
with the necessity of referring to a lantern for time. 
These chronographs may nor be obtained at a very 
moderate price, and when they beat quarter-seconds are 
very useful for counting, and for carrying the time of a 
clock or chronometer into the open air, and might be ad¬ 
vantageously used on shipboard. The portable American 
docks, which are sold everywhere for a few shillings, 
sometimes beat quarter-seconds, and serve well for count¬ 
ing time. They may be easily converted into rough 
chronographs by adding a stop movement in the form of 
a light spring pressing against the balance wheel ; the 
second hands are, however, loose and inaccurate. A 
servant may be taught to record transits with the assist¬ 
ance of one of these chronographs very correctly. 

“ The writer, however, employs an arrangement which 
he considers still preferable. A rough pendulum about 
ten inches long is constructed out of a wire suspended by 
a flat spring or by a double loop of wire, and screwed at 
the bottom through a flat leaden plumb-bob; it is 
adjusted so as to beat half-seconds correctly. A very 
small glass bead or button is suspended loosely at the 
lower end of the rod, and strikes against a thin metal 
plate at each oscillation; it is started by a trigger of 
wood or wire, supporting the plumb-bob at a definite 
angle, and insuring uniformity of swing. This is fixed on 
a board and hung within reach of the instrument, It 
may be used in several ways ; the trigger may be pulled 
at the instant of transit, the first tick being counted as 
one, and the counting being continued while the ob¬ 
server rises from his position, and obtains at leisure a 
coincidence with a given second on his watch, the 
number of beats being converted into seconds and 
deducted from the time noted. The observation is noted 
thus, 46m, 28-31, and is afterwards converted into 

ft 46 A* 

- <Q’5 

% 46 17'5 

“ Or the observer may start the pendulum just before 
the transit occurs, and having obtained a coincidence with 
his watch may continue to count by ear. The pendulum 
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may, if preferred, be made to tick seconds by muffling 
one side of the metal strip with a piece of felt, and ft 
may be removed after an observation, leaving the support 
and striking plate attached to the pillars of the transit* 
It oscillates on a rod or knife edge, and will continue in 
motion for two or three minutes* 1 ' 


As an appendix to the book we find transit tables 
giving the Greenwich mean time transit of the sun and 
certain stars for every day in the year, computed from 
the Nautical Almanac, and there is also a table for con* 
verting intervals of sidereal time into equivalent intervals 
of mean solar time. More recently the author has pub* 
lished a set of transit tables separately, and we would 
recommend those who use his book on the transit instru¬ 
ment to obtain them. To all whb are not familiar with 
the use of the tables, clear and simple instructions are 
given, and we think they will prove of great use to those 
for whom they are intended. 

Mr. Latimer Clark has certainly well deserved the 
thanks of all interested in astronomy, for the pains he has 
taken in thus endeavouring to popularise an instrument 
which, although it is the most important instrument used 
in astronomy for the determination of position, is at the 
same time one from which an immense amount of 
pleasure can be obtained by the merest tyro in science, 
whilst the great advantage of using such an instrument 
as this is, that no one can use it without rendering him¬ 
self thoroughly familiar with some of the most important 
problems which lie at the root of any useful knowledge 
touching the stars, or the planet on which we dwell. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himsilf responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents , Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts . 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

[The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their Utters 
as short as possible , The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novel fads,} 


Foe sll Algm 

In a review of Saport&’g work on “ Fossil Algse ” in Nature 
(vol* xxvii. p. 514) there are certain opinions brought forward 
which ought not to be passed by without some ternaries. At 
first it should be stated that Saporta, while still insisting upon 
the vegetable nature of his so-called 44 algae/’ does not only 
defend his views about those doubtful bodies which have been 
the objects of my criticisms, but also “defends” true algae, 
concerning which I have never expressed any doubt Soph are, 
for example, the Floridese represented on the first three plates 
in his work, and by “defending” them he puts me in a somewhat 
false position, at least in the eyes of the readers who have not 
studied my work. 1 The real fact is that 1 have only questioned 
—and still do so—the vegetable namre of almost all those objects 
which Schimper in Zittd’s 14 Handbuch der PaJeontologie ” com¬ 
prises under the head of 44 Alga incerUe sedis.” There is con¬ 
sequently some exaggeration in Saperta’s statement of my 
opinion. 

Now It is quite dear that fossil trails of animals must occur in 
most cases in relief on the under sides of the slabs, the tracks 
in such cases being impressions in the soft sand or mud* which 
have since been filled by sediment. And it is also quite 
natural that the trails 01 animals should especially be 
where there are alternating beds of sandstones and shekss. 

Now 4 is a fact that the Bilobites, as well as Sonfoyfon, always 
occur in this way, projecting as convex bodies on ute undersides 
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of the sandstones. Both Dr. I )awson And Dr. Linnarsson 
therefore long ago expressed the opinion that the Bilobites of 
8sf*|eh and America must have been trails of some animals. 
In order to explain this mode Of occurrence so that it might not 
appear as proof against the vegetable nature of the bodies, 
Saporta takes refuge in a somewhat curious manner of fossil Na¬ 
tion described and illustrated by woodcuts In the review referred 
to. As I feel sure that every one who has made himself ac¬ 
quainted with true modes of fossilisation will immediately be 
aware that the process adopted by Saporta in indeed most 
improbable, it will be superfluous to dwell any longer on that 
question. But even granted that the plants sometimes should 
occur in this way—which statement I, however, think must be 
due to some confusion as to the real facta—such an occurrence 
could never be regarded but as a very rare exception to the 
general rule. And it therefore does not explain why the Bilo- 
bitea should only occur in this, for true plants, exceptional way, 
(on the under surfaces of the slabs), never as true fossils em¬ 
bedded in the rock. This tnO le of occurrence harmonises, on 
the other hand, perfectly with the view that the Bilobites are 
trails of some animals, while it cannot be expla ned on the 
supposition that they arc true organic bodies. 

One arrives precisely at the same conclusions on studying their 
externa! structure, which possesses pretty great analogies as well 
with the trails of Limulas, long ago desert bed by Dawson, as 
with those of other Crustaceans, described by myself. It is true 
that Saporta lays great stress on some superfici il markings which 
are to be seen on some of the French specimens; but those who 
have studied not only the French Bilobites, but also those horn 
Sweden or America, will soon be aware that the markings re¬ 
ferred to are quite accidental. It is indeed surprising that 
Saporta, while adopting my views concerning Crossochorda, 
does not see that the Bilobites are somewhat analogous forms, 
though much larger. There is consequently no reason why 
they should l>« regarded as other than the trails of Crustaceans. 

As for Eophyton, it is a pity that this should still l>c men¬ 
tioned as possibly of organic origin. It occurs precisely as true 
trail* on the under surface of the slabs; it is found in every 
system from the Cambrian to the present time, where it can still 
be studied on the seashores ; all the different forms, under which 
It presents itself are also still to be seen there. Altbou it thus 
has been prowl that it cannot be any organism, Saporta still 
adheres to the opposite opinion. Now, if he had read through 
my work, he would have learnt that I by experiment have de¬ 
monstrated that Eophyton can not only be produced by drifting 
plants, but also by the tentacles of Medmee or other soft bodies. 
Now there are casts of Medusae Associated with Cambrian 
Eophytons of Sweden, and their habits were probably--as I 
have elsewhere 1 tried to show—similar to those of the existing 
Polydotda frondos a, which creeps on the mud by means of its 
tentacles, and it is therefore likely that the Cambrian Eophytons 
are of this origin. 

It is further stated that "the Chmdrites of the Flysch, 
strongly impregnated as they are with carbonaceous matter, are 
admitted on all hands to be Algm, and the author asks how the same 
origin can be denied to casts of specifically identical Chondrites of 
the Cretaceous and so on to the Liassic forms.’ 1 This argument 
is, however, a real peiitio principal' for it is so far from the 
fcctaal state of things that the Chondrites of the Flysch are on all 
bands admitted to be Algte, that many authors, and among them 
dr. Th. Fuchs, of Vienna, whose excellent and exhaustive 
studies pf the Flysch are everywhere known, hold a quite oppo¬ 
site opinion. And as for the supposed carbonaceous matter, it is 
not much better with this, as will be shown from a communica¬ 
tion from Dr, Fuchs published in my work referred to: " The 
supposed carbonaceous nature of the Chondrites of the Flysch is 
in tty opinion a perfect mistake. They are certainly very often 
quite black, but even in such cases they consist only of dark 
marl, not of coat." 

Much more might be said on the fosril Algse, but as £ am 
•bout to combat the views held by Saporta more fully in a 
•PW 3 W work, I wtU here only add that 1 have found no state* 
*heut whatever in hU work referred to which Would tend to alter 
toy opinion, that almost all the “ Alga incerta sedis u in 
§chimper-Zittel*s " Handbuch der Pafeontoiogie '* are not 
vegetable fossils. A. G. Nathorst 

Stockholm, April 9 
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Da. Nathorst has certainly shown that many of the mark¬ 
ings referred to Algae by some authors might be tracks left by 
moving animals on a soft mud, hut is there reason to suppose 
that there are conditions under which submarine surfaces of 
very soft mud with minute tracks have, or could ever have been 
preserved. On the other hand there la no question about sea¬ 
weed having existed in Palaeozoic and Mesozoic times, and either 
some of the markings in question are their prints, or no traces of 
them are preserved. Now it is an uncontroverted fact that even 
tbe most indestructible of all vegetable tissue, that of the 
Conifene, has been met with in the same condition of fossilise* 
tion, i.e. a projecting cast in sandstone on the under side of a 
slab, and without any internal trace of tissue or even of colouring 
due to carbon or iron, and^Sap^rta has offered a satisfactory 
explanation of the origin of such casts. From the relative rarity 
with which terrestrial plants have been thus preserved, Nathorst 
almost derides Saporta's application of this explanation to fossil 
Algse, yet it i* by no means improbable that this may be their 
normal mode of preservation. The decay of dead olive-green 
seaweeds in water must be very rapid. The decomposition of some 
among them sets in almoRt immediately under water, and a colour¬ 
less mucilaginous fluid is given t,ffcopiously, I have not watebed 
the whole process of decay, but my impression is that the entire 
substance in some species would eventually pass away in a 
structureless glairy mass, and therefore that nothing but a hollow 
impression could ever be preserved. Casts of these would be 
more likely to be preserved in sand or mud than mere tracks, 
because the substance of the weed would occupy them, and 
prevent them from being immediately filled with the same 
quality of matrix as the surrounding rock, and until what would 
afterwards be a line of cleavage had been produced. So far 
therefjre from its being exceptional for fossil seaweeds to 
appear as ca ts projecting from the under surface of the over- 
lying mud, this is likely to be the normal condition in which 
fossil algte are preserved. This is apart altogether from the 
question whether any of the Talfieozoic markings are Algee, for, 
these differ so considerably from any existing forms, that in the 
absence of internal structure it is quite unlikely that there will be 
any general agreement respecting them. The e ob'ervatians do 
not apply to the Khodospermeae, which scarcely enter into the 
question. Borne simple experiments on the decay of seaweeds in 
hnc sand under water, which any one at the seaside could make, 
would help to throw light on the subject. J. S, Gardner 


The Weather and Sunspots 

In Nature (vol. xxvii. p. 551) Mr. Williams ascribes the great 
cold of March, 1883, at the Riviera, to the absence of sunspots. 
There is the leas reason for ascribing this cold to sunspots, as till 
now much more evidence goes the other way. And may it not be 
contended that this evidence is in favour of warm weather, with 
minimum sunspots in the tropics or in summer alone. The 
months of November to March, 1877-78, especially February 
and March, were so warm over an extensive area, especially in 
the interior of North America and Western Siberia, that the 
mean temperatures were nearly without precedent, while in no 
extensive country of the world the temperature was much below 
the average. 

I give some data for March, 1874 (a season with a consider¬ 
able number of sunspots), at Suchum-Kale, on the east coast of 
the Black Sea, a place in the same latitude as Cannes, and 
similarly situated in respect to sea and mountains; it U sheltered 
from cold winds, and much warmer than the surrounding 
country. 

The observations in Russia being made at 7 turn, and ! and 9 
p.m., and no minimum-thermometer used, the minima cannot be 
strictly compared. 

The mean temperatures for a long average at Nlm (which 
are about the same as at Cannes) are January 47°*i, March 51°*8 ; 
at Suchum-Kale, January 43°*©, March 47^8, being at both about 
4° colder. Taking the mean of minimum and maximum as the 
daily mean at Cannes, and that of 7 a.m. and 1 and 9 p.m. as the 
daily mean at Sunburn, xye have j Coldest days of March, 1883, 
at Cannes, 10th, ntean 35**5, or i6°*3 bel)W average; nth, 
34°’5, or 17**3 below average 5 lowest minimum on the nth, 24**1, 
or 27°*7 below monthly mean temperature. Coldest days of 
March, 1874, *t Suchum, 3rd, 19* 9, or 27° *9 below average; 4th, 
20**5, ®7 C, 3 below average; 3th, 20**8, 27°v below average. 
The lowest temperature at 7 a*m. was, on the 6th, 16**4, nr 
31**4 bdm average monthly temperature. Thus it is seen that at 
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guejfcttm, in the same latitude and in a very similar situation as 
r ^nma^ in March, 1874, a year with a considerable number of 
sunspots, there were three days which were more than *7° 
colder than the overage, while in March, 1883* with little or no 
sunspots, the coldest days mentioned by Mr, Williams at 
Cannes was only 17°‘3 colder than the average, 

I want only to show by this example that if it is wished to 
prove anything as to the varying intensity of the sun's rays, a 
large number of observations in distant countries should be 
given, especially in middle latitudes, the work of Dov 4 having 
well proved that there is always a compensation to a certain 
extent between cold and warm areas, and a very great number 
of these deviation^ being certainly due to causes which have 
nothing to do with anything beyonef the earth’s atmosphere, 

St. Petersburg, April 17 A. WoKIKOF 


Sheet Lightning 


Looking to the south and south-east from the Bel Alp, the 
play of sileut lightning among the clouds and mountains is some¬ 
times very wonderful. It may be seen palpitating for hours, 
with a barely appreciable Interval between the thrills. Most of 
thost who see it regard it as lightning without thunder —Blitz 
ohne Donner, Wetter Uuchten, I have heard it named by German 
visitors. 

The Monte Genero&o, overlooking the Lake of Lugano, is 
about 6fty miles from the Bel Alp as the crow flies. The two 
points are connected by telegraph ; and frequently when the 
W*Uerleuchten i as seen from the Bel Alp, was in full play I 
have telegraphed to the proprietor of the Monte Generoso Hotel, 
and learnt in every instance that our silent lightning coexisted in 
time with a thunderstorm more or le*s ** terrific M in Upper 
Italy. ' John Tyndau. 

May 12 


I AM glad to find that M. Antoine d’Abbadic’s remarks con¬ 
firm in the main those which I have made on the ab'ive subject 
in NATtritB (vol. xkviii. p. 4), especially as to the occurrence of 
lightning at a great altitude as observed in low latitudes. 

In stating that he has frequently observed 41 thunder without 
lightning, and lightning without thunder,” does M. d’Abbadie 
mean that, like every one else, he has observed thunder without 
observing lightning, and lightning without observing thunder? 
Or have wc here rt living advocate not only of the dumb light¬ 
ning, but of the dark (hghtmngless) thunder? 

The thin and local fogs which ore not uncommon in thundery 
weather readily transmit the illumination of a distant flash of 
lightning. It seems highly probable that in such cases the 
lightning may be occasionally supposed to be an electric dis¬ 
charge occurring in-the fog itself, just as a flickering aurora 
seen above thin clouds has often been supposed to have its 
habitat in the clouds themselves. 

The suggestion of M. d’Abbadie is a fair one, and I for ray 
part shall be glad to undertake observations of '‘sheet lightning” 
this summer in conjunction with any one resident about forty 
miles from this place, the observers interchanging reports by the 
earliest post after the hour of observation. 

W, Clement Ley 

Ashby Parva, Lulterworth* Leicestershire 


Hydrogen Whistles 

IN his interesting communication on the above topic {Natukb, 
voh xxvii. p. 491) Dr, Francis Gabon has inadvertently fallen 
into a mistake which quite seriously affects the numerical deduc¬ 
tions which follow. He erroneously assumes that ** the number 
of vibrations per second Caused by whittles is Inversely propor¬ 
tional to the specific gravity of the gas that is blown through 
them.” 

It is well known that the number of vibrations is inversely 
proportional to the squan root of the density or specific gravity 
0# the gas. Hence for hydrogen, as compared with aJr, the 
number of vibrations per second produced by a given whittle 
would be increased only about 3*6*fold instead of 13-fold; as he 
estimates it. Similarly the number of vibrations by the use of 
hydrogen in the little whistle when set at 0*14 inches would be 
only about 86,533* instead ef 314,000. John Le Conte 

Berkeley, Cal., April 13 


[May 17, 1&S3, 


[The objection of your correspondent is valid. I am informed 
Independently and by high authority that the velocity of sound 
in hydrogen must be considered as barely fourfold greater 
than in air* the number of vibrations per second emitted by a 
hydrogen whistle being increased In the same proportion. 

In making my earlier estimate I had been misled by an 
erroneous statement in a work that is still of much general 
credit and authority, to which I referred for ascertaining the 
velocity of sound in different gases, as it happened to be the 
book then nearest at hand, ana as I have no special knowledge 
of the subject. It was the firct edition of the Penny Cyctopeedia^ 
where in-the article “ Acoustics," p. 9$, 1 lit upon the following 
passage, which professed to give the precise information I 
wanted :—“Thus air being about thirteen times as heavy ae 
hydrogen, the velocity of propagation in the Utter is about 
thirteen times that in the former." I need not take up your 
space by quoting the paragraphs before and after this* which 
emphasise and corroborate the statement and make it clear that 
it was no slip of the pen. Possessors of this Cyclopaedia (1 know 
nothing of subsequent editions) would do well to look out the 
passage and put a note of w anting by the side of it. 

The fourfold gain, or nearly so, of the hydrogen whistle fa 
not to be despised. It is sufficient to establish Its rank as the 
emitter of the largest number of aerial vibrations per second of 
any instrument yet contrived. My little whistle, of about X mm. 
bore, require* a very small supply of air, a bag that I fill with a 
single expiration containing enough to keep it iu continuoua 
sound for many minutes. As yet I have not got a portable 
holder for pure, dry hydrogen, but a well-known chemist fa 
I kindly making an experiment of one for me. 

Francis Galton] 


The Pillar of Light 

1 have frequently observed this phenomenon. The first time 
I saw it was on April 8, 1852, when I saw it here at sunset* and 
on April 11 I Haw it at sunrise when I was in the Irish Channel* 
near to Port Patrick, where 1 was laying a submarine cable. 

In the Monthly Notices of the K.A.S, vol. xii. p. 185, there 
are several notices of its having been seen at that time in various 
places, I yaw it last on April 6 this year, when it had the same 
appearance as previously, which is well represented by Mr. 
Symond'a drawing on p, 7, except that the lower part fa too 
bright, and it looks more correct when shaded with a pencil. 
The pillar fa always perpendicular to the horizon and to the 
sun’s position. I saw the zodiacal light several times In 
February, extending as far as the Pleiades* and at an angle of 
about 45®. I think it is highly probable that the pillar of Ught 
fa caused by reflection from ice crystals, as we had very cold 
weather early in April, and have still. These atmospheric phe¬ 
nomena are often best seen reflected from a plate glas window. 

Gateshead, May 9 K. 8. NeWaLL 


Remarkable Lunar Phenomenon observed at Weeton- 
super-Matre, August 21* i86x 

At about 8.30 p.m, a band of silvery light appeared pro¬ 
ceeding from the lower margin of the moon, in a line perpen¬ 
dicular to the horizon. The width of thfa band was equal to* 
the exact apparent diameter of the moon’s disk. Slowly the 
band lengthened, until its upper portion reached beyond the 
moon to the extent of about two diameters while the lower 
limb extended itself to about the length of four diameters* 
where its foot rested apparently on a light fleecy cloud, in a 
few minutes a similar band traversed the other at right angles* 
forming a perfect Latin cross the brilliant face of the moon, 
occupying the place of intersection. The arms of the cross 
were respectively about two diameters of the moon’s face* 
The portion of the sky in which thfa occurred was clear, but 
clouds were slowly drifting from the west, and in ten minutes 
began to obscure this beautiful and unusual phenomenon. 

The only record of any similar phenomenon whioh l ean 
meet with fa to be found in Lowe’s treatise on atmospheric 
phenomena* wherein two Instances are described. The observer 
of one was Dr, Armstrong, and the appearance was seen lay 
him at South Lambeth on February 35, 1843. The other ob¬ 
server was Mr. Lowe himself, who was at Derby railway station 
when the phenomenon occurred. In both these instances, 
ever, the crossbeam was absent. Although no bypotifafifa Jim. 
been suggested to account for thfa appearance* It may to fating 
eating to note- that in the case recorded by Mr, Lowe, the 
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hour of itt occurrence is identical with that of the appearance 
of tfce pheaomcuon seen by me, and the day of the mouth so Nature 

clozcJ; approximates as to be only one day later. That which Rand Capron 
Dr, Armstrong saw in 184a was at the time of the full moon 0 f t ^ e 
in February. C. Pooutv when, if there 

*" reach a diarae 

Curious Habit of a Brasilian Moth Their 

At the last meeting of the Literary and Philosophical Society ginmd^r apwai 
of Liverpool (April 30) I read the following note on a by Dr. S wSi 
remarkable habit of a Brasilian moth; and as it is a habit that :/ r '"' tp frn 


Foam Balia 


has perhaps not been observed before, it may be of sufficient 
internet for insertion in Nature. 

The moth (of which I inclose a sketch) is a species of Pauthera 
(/l Apardalaria). 

When rambling about the rocky beds of small streams on the 
Serra da ContareTra, near San Paulo, I have often been struck 
by the great numbers of yellow and black moths that flew up 
from the water as I disturbed them by my presence. On careful 
examination I found that these moths were resting upon the wet 
atones, in many cases even with a film of water flowing over the 
spot on which they bad settled, and were all engaged in sucking 
up the water through the proboscis (I can hardly call it drinking, 
for no imaginable thirst could account for the enormous amount 
of water sucked up), and this water was passing through the 
moths, minute drops forming on the tip of the abdomen, and 
foiling off as formed. 1 timed several specimens, and found 
that tne average rate was fifty drops per minute. I have observed 
the same individual remain in the same position with the action 
going on unceasingly for three hours; and in all probability it 
had been there some time before I observed it, and remained 
after l went away. But even in this length of time the quantity 
of water passing through the moth was enormous in proportion 
to its size. The drops I did not actually measure, but they are 
probably between I and 2 millimetres in diameter. Taking 
them to be 1*5 millimetres in diameter, the total amount of 
water in the three hours was 15*84 cubic centimetres, or almost 
exactly a cubic inch. This quantity is equal to about 200 times 
the volume of the body of the moth! 

The tibias of the hindlegs are very thick and are armed with 
long hairs, that by their capillary action prevent the moth being 
immersed in the water. I have often seen one of them knocked 
down by a little spurt of water splashing over the stone on 
which it was standing, and it recovered itself immediately with¬ 
out heing wetted in the least 

Upon my return to Brazil I shall try to measure exactly the 
amount of water passing through one of these moths. And it 
would be most interesting to find out what is the object of this 
excessive drinking. Can it be that the moth extracts nourish¬ 
ment from minute particles of organic matter contained in the 
water? 

I may remark that the water of the streams where I have 
observed the moth is very clear and pure. 

E. Dukinfield Jokes 

Acrefield, Wool ton, Liverpool, May 5 


Leaves and their Environment 

1 Take the following from an experiment which I made two 
years ago, I think it throws some light on the point under 
discussion 

On Miy 8 six young pea plants, similar in size, Ac., were 
transplanted from the garden into three large flowerpots, a pair 
in each, and were covered with bell glasses. On next day an 
apparatus for generating a constant stream of carbonic acid gas 
*** connected to No. 1 bell glass. No. 2 was left normal. 
No. 3 inclosed a small disk of caustic potash solution. They all 
had as nearly as possible the same amount of sunlight, and the 
same measured quantity of water was given to each, 
_TaUingthe notes referring to the leaves only 1 find on May 2!: 

No* t, vigorous large leaves. No. 2, much smaller leaves. 
No. 3, leaves smaller than No, 2, With edges serrated as if the 
yraii Were growing on, but could not find food for fleshy part of 
leaf^reatty a starved plant.” 


Ik Nature, vqI. xwU. p. 531, there is a mention by Mr. J. 
Rand Capron of foam ball-. These are common on the coast 
of the Northern United States* especially of a cold dry day, 
when, if there be much wind, these huge foam bails, which may 
reach a diameter of two feet or more, are rotted up the beach. 
Their weight soon changes their form, so that at last they present 
the appearance of long white rolls of sparkling foam. This 
singular appearance was first described in verse, so far as I know, 
by Dr. S. Weir Mitchell, of Philadelphia, The verse, as I recall 
it—I quote from memory—is this J— 


J * And wilder yet when of A winter day 
The cold dry norther rolls athwart tqe beach 
The gleaming foam balls into serpents white. 
And all the sand is starred with rainbow light. * 


Philadelphia, U.S. 


An AmericanJSubscriber 


;H **<*« *** « 


;i measured . i| to., and on No. 3 
J. Brown 


ANTHROPOLOGY 1 

Il.j 

I N considering the claims of anthropology as a practical 
means of understanding ourselves, our own thoughts 
and ways, we have to form an opinion how the ideas and 
arts of any people are to be accounted for as developed 
from preceding stages. To work out the lines along 
which the process of organisation has actually moved, is 
a task needing caution and reserve. A tribe may have 
some art which plainly shows progress from a ruder state 
of things, and yet it may be wrong to suppose this deve¬ 
lopment to have taken place among themselves—it may 
be an item of higher culture that they have learnt from 
sight of a more advanced nation. Our own history shows 
to how small an extent we have been the developers of 
our own arts and sciences, how largely we have env^ 
bodied the culture of other nations. It is essential in 
studying even savage and barbaric culture, to allow for 
borrowing, so as to clear the lines of real development. 
When the savage comes into contact with the civilised 
man, he does not see his way to copy all the high con¬ 
trivances of this mysterious higher being, but where he 
thinks he can imitate, he is apt to try, and sometimes 
succeeds, though oftener fails. After a time of friendly 
intercourse, the wild man generally learns such substantial 
secrets of culture as he is in a position to assimilate. 
Ethnologists have been inclined to look on the wandering 
Esquimaux of the polar regions as “nature-men,* and 
perhaps no harm has arisen from reasoning on them as 
such, for they are in many ways fair representatives of 
the rude nomad hunter and fisher. But I suspect that in 
some respects they do not show the mere result of the 
primitive savage working out by stow degrees a somewhat 
higher culture. Looking at them not as they are now, 
Europeanised under missionary training, but as they were 
when Egede and Cranz went out to them from Denmark 
in the eighteenth century, it seems that their way of 
life even then had some incidents above the savage level. 
Their clothing was artistically contrived to resist the 
intense cold. Its material is sometimes strange to our 
notions; an undershirt of birds* skins with the feathers 
inside requires an effort to realise even in our bleakest 
season. But a leather tunic with sleeves and a hood to 
pull over the head, a pair of sealskin breeches with 
leather stockings and boots ? form a defence against the 
cold, at once luce that familiar to Europeans, and unlike 
any unquestionable savage costume, such as the furs which 
in the Antarctic Regions the shivering Fuegians throw 
over their shoulders. Moreover,, all across the polar coast 
region of the Esquimaux their houses of earth or moulded 
snow, with compartments like ship-cabins, are warmed and 
lighted with blubber, burnt in lamps shaped out of pot- 
stone with moss to serve as wick, and over these are 
hung the pot atone kettles for their slight cookery. Now, 

1 Two lattfoa* “ Afkbnmolecy*'* delivered oa February 15 aad ax at 
the UoirtttAy Mueeum. Oxford* by E. B. Tylor, B.C.L, F.R.S, Coo* 
United froai p. ti. 
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the kettle carved out of potstone (lapis ollaris) is 
ancient in Scandinavia, and the plain open dish lamp 
occurs widely in Northern Europe (it lingered till lately 
in the Scotch crusie ).* But the lowest races know nothing 
of so cultured an invention as a lamp. It is of course 
within the wide bounds of possibility that under the 
stress of a climate so cold for loose-clad, half-naked 
men, and where the scanty supply of wood drifted to 
the shore was too precious for fuel, the Esquimaux, 
driven by the warlike American Indian tribes of Algon- 
quins and Athabascas, may have discovered how to 
improve their clothing, and to warm and feed them¬ 
selves by the aid of lamps, so that they could hold their 
own against the rigour of polar nature. But if so, how 
curious that they should have done this by inventing just 
what the Norsemen could have taught them. Inde¬ 
pendent Greenland invention, if possible, .is hardly 
probable, and I think a strong case may be made for an 
easier explanation. We know that the ancestors of the 
Esquimaux had been in contact with Scandinavians since 
before our Norman Conquest, when in 1004 the small, 
sallow, broad-cheeked Skrallings in their skin canoes slew 
Thorvald with their spears thrown with throwing-sticks, 
and he was buried with a cross at head and feet at Cross¬ 
ness, which may have been about where long afterwards 
the Puritan emigrants landed from the Mayflower . It 
seems clear that the Esquimaux had to go north from 
these delightful regions of New England, but they lived 
for ages within reach of the Norse settlers in Greenland, 
whose last survivors in the fourteenth century are thought 
even to have merged their race in some tribe of the 
despised Skrallings, Thus it is not surprising that the 
Scandinavians returning to Greenland after four hundred 
years more should have found the Esquimaux shaping 
their skins and furs into semi-European garb, and by the 
aid of these and the stone lamps and kettles maintaining 
a polar existence which, without these, would have been 
difficult indeed. Even that curious Scandinavian institu¬ 
tion, the scurrilous nith-songs with which the Norse 
champions drove one another wild with fury, so that they 
bad to be prohibited by law under heavy penalties, had 
become a regular Esquimaux custom, and Rink calls 
them simply md-vise^ just as he would have called them 
among his own Danish forefathers. His first specimen 
is a Greenland song sung at festive winter gatherings, 
made to ridicule one Kukouk, who was a poor hunter and 
fis'ier, but loved to make friends with the white men ; it 
begins— 

“ Wretched little Kukouk 
He takes care of himself j ” &c. 

If this view of a Scandinavian element in the culture of the 
Greenlanders is sound, we have the curious spectacle of 
modern Danes going to civilise the wild men and de¬ 
scribing their manners and customs as those of savages, 
without a thought that some of the most curious of them 
were relics of foigotten life of their own old Norse-land. 

That families can go down in the world is only too 
well known, nay, that whole tribes and nations can in evil 
day* fall off from their old prosperity, intelligence, and 
virtue. The question asked by the anthropologist is 
whether a civilised race can sink to the barbaric level, 
and thence to the lowest or savage level The answer is 
as yet in a confused state, but certain elements of truth 
inay already be got at. It appears at any rate that when 
civilised men take to a wild life, and mix with the people 
of the wilderness, they may give rise to a race in whom 
knowledge and comfort and nufrality are lowered from 
the ancestral level This is the familiar case of the 
Gauchos of the Pampas, Spaniards in language and partly 
in race, but leading a life which to the soldiers of Puerto j 
would have seemed gross and brutal. In the forests o£ 
Ceylou there still roam families of wild men, the so-called t 
VecHaS or hunters who, as names of places show, once 1 
lived widely over the country till dispossessed by the 
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invading nations flrbm India. The wildest Veddas are to 
be found in the park-like hunting-grounds of Nilgala, and 
in “the land of Bintan, all covered with mighty woods 
and filled with abundance of deer," as Robert Knox 
described it two centuries ago. These wild shy people, of 
stature averaging under five feet, and in skin duskier than 
the Singhalese around them, with tiny heads covered with 
a mass of shaggy hair, and showing in their dull and 
melancholy faces that uniformity of feature and expression 
so characteristic of low grades of culture, may seem at 
first sight to lead a life comparable with that of the forest 
savages of Brazil or New Guinea. Yet their language is 
a Singhalese dialect; they are in fact the one known race 
who may be called savages, and yet speak a language of our 
own Aryan stock, The following is one of their charms, 
intended to subdue an elephant in the forest, whom it 
describes in terms which show a curious transition between 
the charm and the riddle ; indeed, every one who remem¬ 
bers our own nursery riddle about the cow will be struck 
with its close resemblance to the Vedda charm 

** Ichchata vallay 
Pachchata vailay 
Delu. devallay 
Situ app4 situ.” 

11 In front a tail, 

Behind a tail. 

On the two sides two tails, 
btay, bea t, stay I ” 

This is almost Sanskrit, and it is obvious that with so dis¬ 
tinctly Aryan language there must needs come some strain 
of Aryan blood, for it is almost outside the possibilities 
of social life that a tribe should adopt a language, without 
such intermarriage with those who speak it that thence¬ 
forth the people will in part have ancestry corresponding 
to the new tongue. The Singhalese indeed hold the 
Veddas to be of Aryan descent, and in the Mahawanso 
they stand as offspring of no less an Aryan ancestor than 
King Vijayo, who married the native princess Kuv^ni, 
and by her means conquered the Island of Ceylon ; after¬ 
wards, when he ungratefully divorced her and took a 
daughter of King Pandavo of Madura, the native queen 
wandered away, and her children married in-and-in, as 
continued till lately to be Vedda custom. This, says the 
poem, was the origin of these Pulindl or barbarians; 
and thus it is that they still claim royal descent, and look 
down on the Singhalese. Combining the evidence of the 
Vedda skulls ana features with that of their language, we 
mav so far agree with poetic legend as to consider them 
really outcasts of mixed Aryan and Dravidian or indigenous 
race. If so, it must be granted that descendants of the 
Aryan stock, “heirs of all the ages in the foremost files of 
time,*' may be found among tiny, shy, wild men of the 
woods, with had dull features peering out of their matted 
locks, who dwell in huts of boughs when they cannot get 
the preferred shelter of a cave, who live on vtnisen and 
wild honey and fish drugged by putting poisonous fruit in 
the pools, and who in their intercourse with the more 
cultured Singhalese bring themselves into contempt by 
their simple truthfulness, that utter incapability of cheat¬ 
ing and lying which is as characteristic of the savage 
state as it is rare at higher levels of culture. Truly the 
condition of these poor relations of ours is of interest 
But they are not Aryans on their way upward from primi¬ 
tive rudeness. Their kinsfolk actually till patches of 
ground and are a settled if a rude people, and these 
wildest Veddas are evidently a few dwindling clans of 
outcasts Sunk from a higher stage. There is not among 
them any evidence that they have been in the Stone Age ; 
a story is told of them like our own legend of Woytana 
Smith 1 s cave, that in old times when they wanted arrow* 
they would carry loads of meat to the smWssbop fa the 
night, and hang it there with a leaf cut to the pattern of 
the arrow-heads they expected him to leave out fa e** 
change 5 at any rate it is certain that they have always 
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had iron by barter from more civilised neighbours, and 
their occupations, especially the taking of wild honey, are 
such as belong to the Singhalese. 

In the presence of such examples as these, anthro¬ 
pologists admit that civilisation has always had its ups and 
downs. A nation may themselves develop some thought 
or arL or borrow it from abroad, and then ages afterwards 
lose this knowledge or skill because they have no longer 
the power or leisure to keep it up. It is only after taking 
such cautionary examples of the migration and degenera* 
tion of culture, that it becomes safe to trace the lines 
along which civilisation has developed in the world. 

“ When will hearing be like seeing ?” says the Persian 
proverb. Words of description will never give the grasp 
that the mind takes through actual sight and handling of 
object 8 , and this is why in fixing and forming ideas of 
civilisation, a museum is so necessary. One understands 
the function of such a museum the better for knowing 
how the remarkable collection formed by General Pitt- 
Rivers came into existence. About 1851 its collector, 
then Colonel Lane Fox, was serving on a military sub¬ 
committee to examine improvements in small arms. In 
those days the British army was still armed (except 
special riflemen) with the old smooth-bore percussion 
musket, the well-known u Brown Bess.” The improved 
weapons of Continental armies had brought on the ques¬ 
tion of reform, but the task of this committee of juniors 
to press changes on the heads of the service was not an 
easy one, even when the Duke of Wellington, at last con¬ 
vinced by actual trial at the butts, decreed that he would 
have every man in the army aimed with a rifle musket. 
Colonel Fox was no mere theorist, but a practical man 
who knew what to do and how to do it, and his place in 
the history of the destructive machinery of war is marked 
by his having been the originator and first instructor of 
the School of Musketry at Hythe. While engaged in 
this work of improving weapons, his experience led his 
thoughts into a new channel. It was forced upon him 
that stubbornly fixed military habit could not accept pro¬ 
gress by leaps and bounds, only by small partial changes, 
an alteration of the form of the bullet here, then a slight 
change in the grooving of the barrel, and so on, till a 
succession of these small changes gradually transformed 
a weapon of low organisation into a higher one, while the 
disappearance of the intermediate steps as they were 
superseded left apparent gaps in the stages of the inven¬ 
tion, gaps which those who had followed its actual course 
knew to have been really filled up by a series of inter¬ 
mediate stages. These stages Colonel Lane Fox collected 
and arranged in their actual order of development, and 
thereupon there grew up in his mind the idea that such 
had been the general course of development of arts among 
mankind. He set himself to collect weapons and other 
implements till the walls of his house were covered from 
cellar to attic with series of spears, boomerangs, bows, 
and other instruments so grouped as to show the probable 
history of their development* After awhile this expanded 
far beyond the limits of a private collection, and grew 
into his Museum, There the student may observe in the 
actual specimens the transitions by which the parrying- 
sdek used in Australia and elsewhere to ward off spears 
nrastt&ave passed into the shield. It is remarkable that 
one of the forms of shield which lasted on latest into 
modern times had not passed into a mere screen, but was 
40 to speak, fenced with: this was the target carried 
ff the Highland regiments tn the Low Countries in 174 7 * 
In this museum, again, are shown the series of changes 
through which the rudest protection of the warrior by 
th# hides of animals led on to elaborate suits of plate and 
chain amour. The principles which are true of the 
fatefopment of weapons at* not Inapplicable to peace* 
m instruments, whose history is iliustmted in this collec¬ 
ts H is seen how (as ewpotaid out fey the,late Carl 
Engel) th« primitive stringed instrument was the hunter's 


bow, furnished afterwards with a gourd to strengthen the 
tone by resonance, till at last the hollow resonator came to 
be formed in the body of the instrument, as in the harp 
or violin. Thus the hookah or nargileh still keeps some¬ 
thing of the shape of the coco-nut shell from which it 
was originally made and is still called after (Persian, 
n&rjtl = coco-nut). But why describe more of these lines 
of development when the very point of the argument is 
that verbal description fails to 00 them justice, and that 
really to understand them they ought to be followed' in 
the series of actual specimens. All who have been ini¬ 
tiated into the principle of development or modified 
sequence know how admirable a training the study of 
these tangible things is for the study of other branches of 
human history, where intermediate stages have more 
often disappeared, and therefore trained skill and judg¬ 
ment are the more needed to guide the imagination of 
the student in reconstructing the course along which art 
and science, morals and government, have moved since 
they began, and will continue to move in the future. 

It is convenient in illustrating intellectual development 
to choose a branch where every one, so to speak, carries 
his specimens about with him. Some eighteen years 
since 1 made an attempt to describe and analyse the 
gesture-language, in order to show the consistency of 
principle with which men debarred from spoken language, 
whether deaf-mutes or men unacquainted with one another’s 
languages, contrive to utter their own thoughts and un¬ 
derstand the thoughts of others through expressive 
gestures. In these gestures we have a direct and uni¬ 
versal outcome of the human mind, a system by which 
a deaf and dumb scholar from an English asylum can 
hold converse at first sight with Laplanders or Iroquoi* 
or Chinese. They understand each other because they use 
signs for the most part self-expressive, and conveying their 
own meaning to those who never saw them before. Now 
any idea can be thus conveyed by self expressive signs, 
not in one way alone but many. A hunter of the prairie, 
for example, has to express the idea “horse”; this he 
can do by various signs, as by the hand so held as to 
imitate a horse’s head, or by the act of straddling a pair 
of forked fingers across the edge of the other hand, or 
by the imitated motion of the gallop; different as these 
signs are, each tells its own tale. When, however, people 
have been long used to converse together in gestures, they 
are apt to cut them down into abbreviated forms which 
do not show their meaning at first sight, and might even 
seem to outsiders to be artificial. Thus, a white man, 
seeing a Cheyenne Indian hold his bent arm forward with 
die hand closed knuckles upwards, was puzzled as to what 
this might mean ; the Indian, seeing his look of per¬ 
plexity, took a stick, and bending his head and back, com¬ 
pleted the picture into that of a bent old man leaning on 
a staff, thus showing that the sign meant “old man.” 
Traditional signs may even go on after their reason has 
passed away, as the sign for u stone,” made by hammer¬ 
ing with the closed fist on the other hand, a gesture 
dating from the Stone Age, in which the Indians lived 
within & few generations, when their only hammer was a 
stone. These two examples are taken from the recent 
careful collection of North American gesture-signs by 
Col Mallery, published by the Smithsonian Institution. 
The labour and expense which anthropologists in the 
United States are now bestowing on the study of the 
indigenous trifees contrasts, I am sorry to say, with the in¬ 
difference shown to such observations in Canada, where 
the habits of yet more interesting native tribes are allowed 
to die out wjthout even a record. But to return to the 
gesture-language, This passage of self-expressive signs 
into what seem arbitrary signs throws strong light, on 
thcpriadidas'pf spoken language, where we find a few 
selfnexpiesilve &ouods, such as interjections and names of 
miisali/imkafcSd from their cries, while the great n ajority 
of words are no t even traceable back to the self-expressive 
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atege from which the analogy of gesture-language leads 
us to suppose that they originally sprang. Moreover, 
the sequence or collocation or gesture-signs conforms to 
fixed rules, which display the action of the thinking mind. 
The subject must precede \ht attribute: for instance, 
such a sequence as a ** heavy stick " would have no sense 
to the sign-maker, who necessarily introduces the stick 
before he can clothe it with an attribute. Phrases, so to 
speak, out of an American gesture-story illustrate the 
gesture-syntax. When the finger-tips of the two hands 
are brought together to show a hut or wigwam, then 
pointing to one's own breast does the work of the pro¬ 
noun, " hut-mine.” The sequence “butfalo-ane-ahot- 
killed" starts with the idea of buffalo, adds that there 
was one, and then the sign-maker, having placed the idea 
of that one buffalo before his interlocutor, can imitatively 
shoot at it, and it falls dead. He can even imply the 
idea of causation in the sharp following of the shot by 
the animal's fall, which makes one the instantaneous con¬ 
sequence of the other. In spoken language the theory of 
syntax or combining-order is a subject of great com- 
lexi ty and difficulty. Of the few philologists who 
ave attempted it, mention may be made of Steinthal, 
von der Gabalentz, and Max Muller, whose early disser¬ 
tation is published as an appendix to Bunsen's " Philo¬ 
sophy of Universal History,” But while the age-long 
shifting history of speech has brought the order of se¬ 
quence of its elements into an entanglement hardly 
possible to unravel, we have still before us the first clue 
in the sequence by which man has arranged his gestures, 
and will do so anew when he is put to pantomime as a 
means of converse. Thus the philologist, engaged in 
studying the formation and combination of speech-sounds 
or words, may have from the anthropologist the natural 
rules framed by the human mind dealing m the simplest 
of known ways with the problem how to express 
thought. 

Scarcely less light is thrown on the working of the 
human mind by the history of that special development 
of error which since the remotest ages has taken the 
form of nugic. Of late certain events in France have 
revived popular interest in that curious old-fashioned in¬ 
strument, the divining-rod, and as I happened to be staying 
at a friend’s house in the Mendip district, where it is still 
used by well-sinkers and miners, at my request a regular 
practitioner was sent for, I show the instrument—a forked 
hazel twig, which is held loosely by its outward-bent ends in 
the closed upturned hands, so that it can rise or fall 
easily. On approaching a spring, vein of ore, &c., the 
rod dips toward it, but when replaced horizontally and 
passing over the place, it rises toward the bearer’s face. 
That the spring or other object sought has really no 
effect on the instrument, but that its dipping has to do 
with the seeker, is sufficiently shown by its being consi¬ 
dered to act with the most dissimilar objects—a spring of 
water, a vein of ore, a piece of metal, a dead body— 
which have, however, this in common, that they are what 
the "dowser” is in search of. It does not appear that he 
fraudulently moves the rod, but my sensations led me to 
agree with Chevreul that the slight movements of the 
hands are unconsciously guided to accumulate into bn* 
pulses sufficient to cause the twig to dip or rise. I 
noticed that when I could allow my attention to stray, 
the rod would from time to time move in my hands in a 
way so lifelike that an uneducated person might well 
suppose the movement to be spontaneous* It is hardly 
necessary to say that the rod always moves where the 
bearers mind suggests an object. In the present case 
the special business of the dowser was to Und springs of 
water, and his difficulty was to distinguish between the 
mere top springs, which though acting cm the rod were of 
course practicalLy worthless, and the valuable main 
springs which would repay the sinking of a well, In 
the trial an incident occurred which threw light on the 


nature of the whole operation. The rod when brought 
over my watch, dipped strongly, and the dowser looking 
up at me with innocent archness said:You see, sir, &s 
just over the mainspring of your watch.” The remark 
showed how his mind was so simply controlled by asso¬ 
ciation of ideas, that he expected the same action from 
a main spring of water and of a watch, their likeness 
of name quite overriding their unlikeness of nature. 
Nothing could have better shown ax once the man's 
sincerity and the purely ideal character of his craft, nor 
does one often meet with a more perfect illustration of 
the state of mind where magic has its origin in delusive 
analogy, whether of things or of their names. Magic 
has often passed as mystery, but to the anthropologist 
few arts are less mysterious j he reads by childishly 
simple association of ideas the open secret of half the 
magical rules which prevail in savage and barbaric life, 
ana even last on into the midst of civilisation. In the 
wild north-west of Ireland I learnt not long since the use 
of the " worm-knotfor curing ailments of cattle; it is a 
bit of cord in which a peculiar slip-knot is made, and if 
this knot when pulled over the creature's back comes 
away clear (as shown), the disease will come away too. 
On the same principle, the purpose of the pig's heart 
stuck lull of thorns and bricked up in an old chimney 
(produced) was sympathetically to pierce with pain and 
shrivel with disease some hated person, probably a re¬ 
puted witch suspected of "overlooking.” It is a curious 
exercise to read from this point of view the precepts of 
the modern astrologer, which still show their quasi¬ 
reasons, futile but quite intelligible. Suppose one's self 
seeking for lost property, the significator of the thing 
missing will be die moon, apparently because herself so 
often lost and found again. According to her position, 
east or west, the object must be looked for ; if the Mopn 
is in a human sign, as the Twine, it will be in a human 
habitation, but the sign of the Bull indicates its being in 
a cow-house. Even the tWePs clothes are denoted by the 
governing planets; under Saturn he will be found in a 
black suit, or if Mars is in it, his presence will be shown 
by some red article, perhaps a neck-handkerchief. Fatty 
as this is, it at any rate shows the working of uneducated 
men's minds, where the argument from analogy appear* in 
its early crude state, not yet cleared by observation, but 
still on its way to become, under proper checks flin d 
reservations, the explorer of the universe and the guide to 
science. 

This is by no means the only example of a delusive 
theory being, when honestly worked out, productive of 
scientific truth. In times when the study of races for 
mere knowledge sake bad little hold on scholars' minds, 
anthropology was much indebted to the fancy that any 
people whose presence in an outlying region seemed hard 
to account for must be the “ lost tribes of Israel” On* 
nation answered the conditions of this theory about as 
well as another: the remnants of the ten tribes were found 
marauding in the Afghan passe*, wandering with the 
reindeer in Lapland, chasing buffaloes on the American 
prairies, or slaughtering human victims on the teocattfct 
of Mexico. The manners and customs of these countries 
being studied, showed distinct analogies with Jewish cus¬ 
toms, as indeed they would have with German or Chinese, 
or any other Enthusiasts such as Rudbeck, or Garda, or 
Adair, of course did not see this, but the practical resuth 
was thatjcspecialiy in North and South America, evidenCeef 
great value in the history of civilisation was recorded which 
would have perished had it not been thus caught before 
it was swept away by European inJlitente. Thta ls a 
good instance of ns being better to have a bad hypo* 
thesis than none at all. The ten tribes ddariott has 
now, however, sunk to a lower level than when Lord 
Kingsborough spent his fortune in pubhshiztg the Mexican 
pictures and chronicles. But in spite of aff the new teal 
knowledge as to races, it has even in this country tooth 
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votaries than ever* On opening, the other day, a book of 
the curious " Anglo-Israelite M sect, I met with the follow¬ 
ing passage, written in evident seriousness by a seeker 
after proofs that the British nation are the Lost Tribes of 
Israel:—' 1 1 am even now acquainted with many words in 
current use in some parts of the West of England that 
were in common use by Israel of old, and that I have not 
found in use in any other country—such as goad, gourd, 
barm, leaven, comrade, lattice, chambering, flay, score, 
gallon, cruse, lintel, latchet, girdle, pitcher, platter, glean, 
Sec., &c/ It takes a little thought to understand the full 
depth of ignorance of a man who, finding these words in 
the English Bible, thought they were used by the ancient 
Israelites. Why I ask you to notice it is that the author 
of the volume it is printed in says that 100,000 copies of 
his work have been sold; there is, indeed, no doubt but 
that this abject nonsense has a far larger circulation than 
all the rational ethnology published in England. It opens 
a window by which we can see into the state of education 
of its readers, who mainly belong to the lower middle 
class, and whose thousands of schools are as yet unvisited 
by the University Delegates on the one hand or the Edu¬ 
cation Department on the other. Even our Public Ele¬ 
mentary education, good as it is in many respects, passes 
some questionable anthropology. Happening to look a 
few days ago at a Third Standard book on English 
History, I was surprised to find a picture of a South Sea 
Islander, tattooed all over, standing to represent the con¬ 
dition of the ancient Britons, who are described as 
savages. Now this is hardly an appropriate designation 
tor a pastoral and agricultural people, who had a gold 
coinage, and whose war-chariots even the Roman legion¬ 
aries found troublesome to deal with. 

Having now attempted to support the claims of the 
problems of human nature to fuller recognition in our 
system of advanced education, it may be well to observe 
by way of caution that anthropology, while contributing 
materials to other sciences, does not dictate the conclu¬ 
sions which each science is to draw from them. It has 
not a rale of morals, a system of politics, or a doctrine of 
religion to teach, only a series of facts showing the stages 
through which each of these has been developed, and 
with these the counsel that the anthropological way of 
studying human conduct is to trace its principles along the 
historical line of their change and progress. Anthro¬ 
pology, though acknowledging degeneration as an impor¬ 
tant factor in human life, gives no encouragement to 
pessimist theories of society. The clinging to life by 
savage and civilised alike is a measure of their judgment 
that with all its ills it is a substantial good, to be valued 
and defended. That the tendency of mankind is toward 
industrial progress need not be proved, for it is not 
denied. That moral progress is on the same footing rests 
on the main fact that man obtains the happiness he seeks, 
not only through his own sensations but by sympathy 
with the enjoyments of others ; now beings whose interests 
are thus consonant with the prosperity of those around 
diem ate plainly on the road to good rather than evil. 
At the same time facts constantly presenting themselves 
in anthropology guard the student from a prejudiced 
optimism* He has the picture constantly before him of 
mr-cultured but kindly and truthful tribes of favoured 
ch mates, into whose midst the inarch of civilisation is 
bringing the beginnings of tirade and wealth, and with 
them temptations to selfishness and dishonesty. At every 
step In the advance towards prosperity he secs, accom¬ 
panying the growth of knowledge and the raising of the 
ogeial standard, a series of concomitant evils, the break-up 
w the old stage, the failure to assimilate the new. Often 
a; dispiriting lesson, this is yet of the highest practical 
ridue* fbr it elucidates what the statesman should be ever 
*teMsur-to team* how, in the remodeling of institutions, 
gain the utmost advantage white minimising the 


To conclude: my explanation of the u asymmetrical 
way in which I have here put forward the cause of 
anthropology must be that the necessity of the case com¬ 
pelled me to a certain scrappiness of treatment. For 
presenting my subject thus in shreds and patches I am 
tempted to apologise in that well-worn lecturer's jest, the 
story of the man who had a house to sell and carried 
about a brick as a specimen. Perhaps, however, there 
may be more of a moral in this story than is commonly 
supposed. I cannot help fancying that the flippant Greek 
who first told it had actually seen something of the kind 
done in sober earnest. He may have watched some 
grave Roman going down to the prsetor*$ court carrying 
a tile in his hands, which in the lawsuit was to be the 
legal symbol of the bouse itself, just as a farm would be 
represented by a sod of its turf, or as one of our Teutonic 
forefathers, living in a wooden house, would transfer it by 
handing over a aiip from the doorpost. This indeed is 
the very position in which I find ttiyself placed in under¬ 
taking to treat of anthropology In two lectures. Because 
the whole structure is too extensive and too massive to 
bring into ccurt, I have been obliged to symbolise it by 
fragments taken here and there, and can only ask that 
these be accepted as symbols, placing the edifice thev 
represent under the guardianship of the University of 
Oxford. 

THE ARCTIC METEOROLOGICAL STATION 
ON THE LENA 

HE last number of the Iwestia of the East-Siberian 
branch of the Russian Geographical Society gives 
further news of the Lena Arctic Meteorological Station, 
dated October 24, 1862. This news was brought by the 
American officers. Messrs. Garber and Schutze, who left 
the station on October 25, and reached Yakutsk on 
November 29. Mr. Schutze made a sketch of the station, 
which ap[>eared in the Isves/ia , and which we repro¬ 
duce. The house brought from Yakutsk proved to be 
comfortable and warm. It has been erected at the 
Sagastyr arm of the Lena, on Sagastyr Island (in 
73 ° 22' 30" N. lat, and 144 0 14' 46" E. long.) ; the name of 
this island is very significant; it means “ it blows away.” 
Galleries of planks have been erected behind the house 
to connect it with four pavilions for instruments* Be¬ 
sides the coal that has been taken from Yakutsk, the 
station has a good supply of fuel in the driftwood scat¬ 
tered around the station. The Sagastyr arm of the Lena 
supplies the inhabitants of the station with fresh fish. 
The health of all the members is satisfactory. Dr. Bunge 
received a contusion to a rib during the journey, but he 
is now well, and is besieged by indigenes, who come to 
him for medical help. Several Tungus families stay at 
one and two miles' distance from the station, and they 
are on the best terms with the meteorologists. The tem¬ 
perature is very low and, as there is no snow, the 
prospects are not very brilliant. The soil is froten to a 
groat depth, and cracks; the rivers and lakes are covered 
with a thick sheet of ice, so that the water beneath the 
ice is shallow, and the fish are in want of air to breathe. 
The food for the reindeer is frozen. Even at Yakutsk 
thete was but one inch of snow on December r6, and a 
great inundation is expected for the spring, as well as 
epidemics* which are said usually to follow inundations. 

As to the journey from Bulun to Sagastyr, it was 
performed not without difficulties* On August 6 a fresh 
west wind compelled the boats to stop on unfavourable 
ground* and the wind blowing with increasing force, it 
soon turned out a strong storm, blowing from north-west 
on August-^ The boats were thrown aground dose by 
the banks of the river, and filled with water. The waves 
rolled above their decks. The chief instruments were, 
however, safe, aa they were landed in time. On August 
19 the expedition reached the Ketakh settlement, seven 
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nilej »ooth of the signal usually drawn on the inaps of 
tin delta of the Lena. Three days later the expedition 


.chose Sagastyr Island as the phee ftlr the station, mid ■ 
began to erect the butiding ana arntfige the lnstnimenti . 1 



Rut&Un Meteorological Station at Sagastyr* ai the mouth of the Lena, 73* M' 30" N. lat., 144* 14' 46* E. long. 


The house of the station is obviously very small; and 
when looking at Mr. Schiitze's sketch of this small build¬ 
ing, lost amidst the snow-plain, far from any communica¬ 


tion with the civilised world, one cannot but admire the 
devotion of those who have willingly submitted to remain 
in these inhospitable latitudes for scientific purposes. 


THE AVRORA BOREALIS 

A MONG the numerous varieties of the aurora borealis 
or northern light, there is one of particular interest 
as regards the determination of the origin of this pheno¬ 
menon. This variety, which was observed and reported 
upon in 1868 by the members of the Swedish Polar 
Expedition, takes the form of tiny flame9 or a phosphor¬ 
escent luminosity, appearing during the winter months in 
the Polar regions, around projecting objects, viz. moun¬ 
tain cones and ridges. This phenomenon is so prominent 
that one need no. be a scientist to discover it, and it was 
observed by our well-known philologist, Herr M. A. 
Castr^n, during his journeys in Siberia. Herr Castrdn’s 
descriptions of the phenomenon are very minute, and 
exactly in accordance with its usual appearances, but his 
observations were, however, not known to me in 1868, 
and it was only on the return of the expedition that I 
heard of them. The observations made by the Swedish 
expedition at Spitsbergen led the Finnish Society of 
Science in 1871 to despatch an expedition, of which I was 
a member, to Lapland to ascertain if such a phenome¬ 
non could not be called forth, Or at all events magnified, 
by mere mechanical appliances. And assuming that the 
aurora borealis in general, and the variety of the same 
just mentioned in particular, is caused by electric currents 
in the atmosphere, an apparatus of the following nature 
was erected on Luosmavaara, a mountain-top about 520 
feet above the surface of the Lake Enare, in Lapland. 
It consisted of a number of fine points of copper wire 
laid out in the shape of a wreath two square metres in area, 
and connected by a circular wire of the same metal. This 
wreath was attached to a long pole, from the top of which 
a single copper wire (0*4 mm. in diameter) lea to a gal¬ 
vanometer fixed in a room in the Enare vicarage, some 
iwo mile* distant east, and from the galvanometer 
another copper wire led to a disk of platina m the earth. 

When this circuit was closed, the galvanometer gave a 
deflexion, although faint. But on the very same night 
the apparatus was erected, viz, November 22.1871, there 
attoared an aurora^ which began with a single perpendi¬ 


cular column of light above the top of the Luosmavaara! 
This column was analysed with the spectroscope, and 
gave the usual yellow-green line, but whether the 
column was on or behind the mountain-top could unfor¬ 
tunately not be clearly ascertained. That it, however, 
had its origin from the apparatus described above appears 
to me, after the researches were made which I am about 
to detail, to be beyond a doubt. At the same time, on 
November 22, 1871, it was observed, when studying the 
spectrum of the flames which, on that day appeared 
around the mountain-tops more distinctly than usual, that 
the characteristic yellow-green line in the spectroscope 
was returned from nearly every object, as, for instance, 
the ice of a pond, the roof of a shed, and even, though 
faintly, from the snow in the immediate vicinity of the 
observatory. These observations led me to believe that 
I was within a sphere of electric discharge, whose radius 
extended considerably around the station. 

This interpretation of mine has, however, not been 
generally accepted by students of the phenomenon, who, 
on the other hand, have explained the appearance as 
being an aurora reflected from the earth; but that this 
theory is erroneous will be clearly demonstrated by the 
researches detailed below. 

In Baron Nordenskjjdld’s exhaustive investigations of 
the aurora borealis during the Vega expedition, he states 
that he was unable to discover this phosphorescent phe¬ 
nomenon which 1 have observed, and that he had noticed 
in the spectroscope, in connection with the same, a faint 
band near the line D; but this ha* nothing whatever to 
do with the auroral line. In Order, however, to make ft 
clear that I have not confused these two lines, I may 
state that already in 1871 I observed the absorpriift-hnna 
in question, as will be seen from my work at the time on 
the aurora borealis and the auroral spectrum. Ip these 
researches I determined the wave-length of this line, and 
as the latter is only apparent in daylight or moonshine* 
while my observations were without exception made ip 
the dark, it is perfectly dear that this line or bandbaa 
nothing in common with the auroral due* The twolines 
are, in fact, of such a different Character that they camiot 










NATURE 


{^confused for a moment by any one who has had an 
opportunity of comparing them simultaneously. 

Poring the period which has elapsed since 1871 my 
efforts have been bent on the closest study of the aurora 
borealis, and an accidental discovery that a Geissler tube 
may produce certain forms of light without being in direct 
connection with either pole of an electric battery farther 
stimulated my attention. This led to the result that the 
electric current emanating from the pole of an electric 
apparatus, while the other is connected with the earth, 
can be made to traverse a layer of air of ordinary density 
without producing any light at all j but when, on the 
other hand, it encounters a layer of very thin air, the 
luminous phenomenon will at once appear. These re¬ 
searches led me to construct an auroral apparatus for 
demonstrating this phenomenon as it appears in nature, 
The knowledge I have gained of the aurora during my 
continued labours and the above-mentioned observations 
in particular, made me conclude that an attempt to pro¬ 
duce the auroral phenomenon in the very lap of nature 
by aiding the action of her own forces, ought to give 
important results and also originate a method for the 
future study of the phenomenon. In consequence of this 
idea I made the proposition to the International Polar 
Congress which I attended at St. Petersburg in 1881, to 
erect a station at Sodankyla to follow up my researches, 
although the results might perhaps be of negative value. 

The Experiments on Oratunturi .—For the purpose of 
carrying out the experiment suggested above, the Finnish 
Polar Expedition was comparatively well equipped, the 
Physical Faculty of the University at Helsingfors having 
contributed instruments as well as wire; but the former 
had to be slightly altered for the research in view. Cir¬ 
cumstances, however, occurred which prevented my work 
being commenced until the end of November, 1882 ; and 
after having examined the country and made some pre¬ 
liminary experiments from the steeple of Sodankyla 
Church, situated close to our observatory, I determined 
to erect the apparatus on the summit of the Oratunturi 
Mountain, some twelve miles from the observatory. The 
top was well suited for the purpose, although surrounded 
by rising copses of wood, which should, according to 
theory’, be rather detrimental to such experiments. The 
summit was determined by barometrical measurements 
to be 1070 feet above the town of Sodankyla. To lead 
the wire from Oratunturi to Sodankyla was, in conse¬ 
quence of the great distance, impossible, as there were 
neither wires nor insulators sufficient, and I had therefore 
to carry out the experiments as follows 

On the summit of Oratunturi (lat. 67° 21', long. 27 0 
I7'*3 E. of G.), about 540 metres above sea-level, I laid out 
the instrument which 1 have named an <^ utstrc^mninga 1, 
apparatus, i.e. a “discharging" apparatus. It consisted 
of a bare copper wire 2 mm. in diameter, fitted at every 
half metre with points soldered thereon. The copper 
wire was laid out in entwined squares, while the points 
were raised on poles 2& metres high, provided with insu¬ 
lators, so that each inner coil was about 1*5 m. from the 
outer one* The apparatus covered a surface area of 
906 square metres. From the inner end of this wire 
an insulated copper wire on poles with telegraph insu¬ 
lators led to the foot of the mountain, where a hut of pine 
branches was erected; here the wire was connected with 
a galvanometer, and from this another wire led to a sine 
diak in the “earth/ ia, in a flowing spring. The eleva¬ 
tion of the apparatus above the zinc disk was 180 metres, 
and the direction of the conducting wire from the mountain 
north-west to south east, 

from the first day the apparatus was finished, viz. 
December 5, there appeared almost every bight a yellow- 
white luminosity around the summit of the mountain, 
wmemo mh luminosity was seen around my one of the 
JWBWA The games were very variable in intensity, and in 
osqHlittloo as those of a liquid fire. Three times 
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it was tested* miles off in south-east, by a Wrede 
spectroscope {small size with two prUms), and it returned 
a faintly continuous spectrum from D to F, in which the 
auroral line X *» 5569 with soft variable intensity was 
observed. The galvanometer steadily gave the de¬ 
flexions of a positive current from the “ utstrfimaiags w 
apparatus to the earth. The deflexion -was so exceed¬ 
ingly variable that the needles were in -constant motion 
when the circuit whs ’ closed. A Leclatschd 1 * element of 
ordinary size gave a deflexion which varied according 
as the positive pole was turned against the mountain or 
against the earth, but it was always measurable. 

It was, however^ impossible to continue the observa¬ 
tions for any length of time, as hoar-frost quickly deve¬ 
loped on the wires and the poles in large quantities, 
whereby the insulation became affected. The conducting 
wire from the mountain was of copper insulated with 
waxed cotton, and 0 8 mm. in diameter. This became so 
covered with hoar-frost that it broke under the weight in 
spite of the short distance between the supporting poles, 
viz. 25 metres. It was, therefore, necessary to examine 
its entire length before the experiments could be com¬ 
menced, and as the temperature, as a rule, was under 
- 30° C., our work was greatly impeded. 

Although the deflexions, by their great variation in the 
electric current and perhaps, from changes in the electric 
forces or the imperfect insulation, cannot be of great 
scientific value, I subjoin them :— 

December 13, 1882.—After several alterations of the 
galvanometer, and the right sensitiveness having been 
obtained, the result was, with open circuit ; scale¬ 
reading 1 of position of equilibrium (a) 361*5 j (d) 3627 ; 
with closed circuit (**) 457*8 |or 95‘8 parts of the 
metre *=» 3°*5, every part of the metre being 2'*3], 
This deflexion constantly varied, and often descended 
to 30 parts of the metre, to rise suddenly again. The 
temperature was that day comparatively high, viz. — uf 
to - 12° C. The air was hazy. 

December 19, 1882.—Plane of equilibrium, 468*0 ; with 
closed circuit, 471*6 ; deflexion = 3 6 parts of the metre. 

A Leclanchd’s element placed in the circuit gave— 

1. Plane of equilibrium with open circuit . 469 4 

2. With the carbon pole against the earth . 476*4 

3. With the carbon pole against the mountain . 467*9 

Or the current from the atmosphere » 2*75 parts of the meter. 

And the current from the element = 4*25 ,,, ,, 

The insulation was here worse than in the previous 

case, and the temperature very low, viz. -35 0 C. 

From December 27 to 29 several experiments were also 
made, under which the deflexions of the current were 
greater or less than under the above. 

With regard to the construction of the galvanometer 
it may be mentioned that the instrument consisted of an 
ordinary wooden frame constructed for the coiling of the 
wire, while a pair of astatic needles with a mirror could 
freely swing within the frame thus ; one within and the 
other above the coil. At first the frame was coiled with 
copper wire 0*5 mm,, insulated with indiarubber, but 
during the experiments this wire was replaced by another 
o*4 mm., and insulated with silk impregnated with stear- 
ine. The arrangement of the needles was altered several 
times, but under the above-recorded experiments they 
were hung on two floe threads of cocoon silk about 
20 cm. long and abovtt 1*5 mm, Opart. The deflexions 
were read with a tube and scale from a distance of o*S 
metre, 

The Experiments at PietarintunturL —On this moun¬ 
tain {lat. w 3 ^* 5 * long. 37° i /*3 E. of G,), 950 metres 
above the sea* a smaller 4< utstrOmnmgs M apparatus was 
erected in two p&rtv&o that the inner one covered about 
80 and the outer 330 square metres. In other respects It 

1 ThttW Aron* refer to-dw reading of a divided met re-* tab viewed by 
reflexion In the mirror tbn jmlvanomewr by the "subjective** method 
through s rsttdmg-teidscope.-^tEp.j 
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WAS similar to the one at Qratunturi, but the galvano- 
meter here was not so sensitive, as the needles had lost 
some of their astatic quality through the journey. 

Oo December 29 there appeared above this apparatus 
a single column of aurora some 120 metres in height! Its 
plane was determined from several points, viz., S.S.W. to 
E.S.E., within an angle of 90^ with the plane of the 
horizon, and there was not the slightest doubt of the 
aurora appearing just above the apparatus. No spectrum 
analysis was, however, made, as the question of the 
greatest moment on this occasion was to determine the, 
plane of the column in relation to the apparatus. A faint 
aurora in the sky at the back of the mountain mi^ht 
perhaps have influenced the analysis; besides which 
another difficulty arose from the temperature being - 35 0 , 
and the instrument in consequence difficult to handle. 
But that a spectrum similar to the one at Oratunttiri and 
the one of 1871 on the Luosmavaara would have been 
received 1 have not the slightest doubt. 

The galvanic measurements were effected as follows 
First, the galvanometer was connected with the inner coil 
of the “ utstromnings M apparatus, 80 square metres in 
area, when deflexion was observed ; secondly, it was 
connected with the outer coil, 320 square metres in area; 
and thirdly, with both apparatuses combined, or 400 
square metres in area. 

The deflexions were, in consequence of the small sensi¬ 
tiveness of the galvanometer, weak; but it was clearly 
noticed that the current increased with the area of the 
apparatus. As the deflexions varied considerably, it was 
impossible to ascertain exactly their natural law, but it 
seemed apparent that the strength of the current was pro¬ 
portionate to the surface area of the apparatus laid out. 
The galvanometer used in this case was similar to the 
other, but not so sensitive. If I designate the inclina¬ 
tions at Oratunturi with O and those of Pietarintunturi 
with P, the relative proportion of the sensitiveness of the 
galvanometers would be 

P = 0*370, 

with very nearly the resistance of 20 Siemens units. The 
metre was here divided into V'2. The following shows 
the results of the experiments :— 

December 29, 1882.—With the inner coil, or an area of 
80 square metres ;— 


2717} “ 2716 closed ciraUt - 
Plane of equilibrium (c) =* 270*4 open circuit. 

Deflexion from A — o‘6, 

Outer apparatus B ~ 320 square metres. 

(a) Plane of equilibrium ** 270*4 open circuit. 

K ;; ?!•?}* *71-5 <*>■"* d** 

(b) ,, ,, =s 270*1 closed circuit. 

Deflexion from B *• 1*2. 

Entire apparatus C = 400 square metres. 

(a) Plane of equilibrium = 270*1 open circuit. 

<# ;; 270’?}= 270-8 doBed drcuit - 

(#) „ ,, = 269*7 open circuit 

Deflexion for C * 0*9. 


During these experiments it was noticed that the first 
deflexion was 1 always far greater than the subsequent 
double, constant ones, and I have therefore noted this 
one only. When the circuit was closed it was observed 
that the needle pair always was at rest in the plane of 
equilibrium. 

2. A. Plane of equilibrium 2697 open circuit. 

(a') ,, ,, 270*8 closed ciicuit, 13166(1.277*0 

(/>) ,, ,, 269 8 open circuit, 

Deflexion for A 3 ro .1st defl. *7*2 

B. (a) Plane of equilibrium 269*8 open circuit. 

hi) ,, ,, 271*3 closed circuit, 1st defl 281 *0> 

(b) ,, ,, 270*4 open circuit. 

Deflexion for B =» i*a .1st defl. = 11*8 

C, (a) Plane of equilibrium 270*4 open circuit. 

(a') ,, „ 271*8 closed circuit, 1 at defl. 284*9 

(b) ,f ,, 270*4 open circuit. 

Deflexion for C = 1*4 .I si defl. — 14*^ 


3. A. (rt) Plane of equilibrium 270*4 open circuit. 

(a*) „ ,, 271*7 Closed circuit, l*t defl. 278*2 

(b) ,, ,, 270*8 open circuit. 

Deflexion for A « I'l . 1st defl. = 7*6 

B. (n) Plane of equilibrium 270*8 open circuit. 

{a f ) ,, ,, 274*0 closed circuit, 1st defl. 282*0 

(b) „ ,, 273*6 open circuit. 

Deflexion for B =. 1*8 .1st defl. =* 10*8 

C. (0) Plane of equilibrium 274*5 op«n circuit. 

(«') „ ,, 279*0 closed circuit, 1st defl. 292*3 

(A) , 1 ,, 275*6 open circuit. 

Deflexion for C — 3‘9 .1st defl. = 17*2 


First deflexion, 2*1 parts of the metre. 
Second „ 0*9 ,, ,, 

Third „ ro „ ,, 

Fourth „ 2*4 „ „ 

Fifth ,, 2*0 ,, ,, 


If these observations are connected we obtain :— 

A = 80 square metres 
1J = 320 „ 

C - 400 


The temperature was on that day, as almost during the 
whole period of experimenting here, - 30°, or under. The 
air was clear. 


December 31, 18S2.—With the whole surface of the 
apparatus, or an area of 400 square metres— 

First deflexion, 1*6 parts of the metre. 

Second „ 2*8 ,, ,, 

Third ,, 3® <> ** 

fourth „ 3*1 ( , „ 

Fifth „ 31 „ 


With a Leclanchd's element the result was;— 


I* With the carbon pole against the mountain deflexion 2= - 0*2 
With the zinc M „ „ +7-5 

Of which deflexion by the current from the atmosphere =3*65 
And ,, „ ,, Declancbt^s element =*3*85 

2. With the carbon pole against the mountain deflexion m - r*S 
With the zinc „ „ „ =11*9 

Of which deflexion by the current from the atmosphere =5*2 
And ,, „ „ Ledsmche’s element m 67 

The experiments with the different parts of tlie appa¬ 
ratus resulted as follows 


1, Plane of equilibrium (a) 271*6! ^ . . 

W 271-4 j * 3 7*3 open circuit. 

Inner apparatus A = 80 square metres. 


1 . 

Deflexion 

... o*6 .. 

1 st. defl. Deflexion. 
— ... 1 4 2 

lit defl, 

Deflexion. 
0*9 .. 

1 st defl. 

2 . 

... ro .. 

■ 7 ’z - 

. tz .. 

! u-$ : 

... 1*4 .. 

■ H'S 

3 . 

... pi 

, 7*6 .. 

. 1*8 .. 

. 108 . 

3*9 .. 

. 17*2 


If it now be considered that the current from the atmo¬ 
sphere was very variable, besides that the insulation was 
rather imperfect, the results of these experiments are not 
so reliable as might be desired. Still, this inference can 
safely be drawn from them/ that the strength of the current 
incteases with the area of the 14 utstrftmmngs M apparatus 
or with the number of points, but the natural law of the 
increase I have not yet been able to determine As will 
be seen from the subjoined figures the conductive power 
of the wire was that aay very small, although the temper¬ 
ature was comparatively high, viz, at 1 a.m. -1?° C, but 
falling. 

The entire apparatus (C) with one of Lecla&chd’s 
elements 

1 a) Plane of equilibrium 273-1 °P« n circuit. 

**) it », 275*3tbe zinc pole against the mountain. 

#) ** m 270-4 carbon *, *1 

fi) r» 1# 270*1 closed circuit. 

From this we obtain; the current from the atmoapherp 
v$t and from the element — *>45, which figures ikfim 

’ ", 1 4l i 1 , 
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the small conducting power of the wire, as well as the 
weak current from the atmosphere. 

Another inference may be drawn from these observa¬ 
tions. If we take the average of the results on December 31 
cm Pietarintunturi, when toe whole apparatus was used, 
it will be 3'2 parts of the metre, and comparing this with 
that of December 19 on Oratunturi, when the atmospheric 
conditions were similar, which was 3 6 parts of the metre, 
and transform these into minutes, the result will be as 
follows: 3*6 parts of the metre at ■» 7 -92; 3*2 parts 
of the metre at i'*2 «* 3'*84, but the sensitiveness of the 
galvanometer at Pietarintunturi was only 0*36 of that at 
Oratunturi ** 0*37, and the area of the apparatus in the 
former 200 square metres against 900 in the latter, and 
further, assuming that the current increases in propor¬ 
tion to the area of the apparatus, we shall have : 

?o? _ 24 -. 0 . 

0*36 400 

And the deflexion 3^84 being reduced to the same galva¬ 
nometer sensitiveness and the same area of apparatus, the 
actual result is that the experiments at Oratunturi showed 
a deflexion three limes greater than those at Pietarintun¬ 
turi. The latter place is certainly situated a little higher 
than the former, but in my opinion the increase of the 
electric force ties in the fact that Oratunturi is in a higher 
latitude than Pietarintunturi, ue. nearer the plane of the 
aurora borealis. Although the experiments recorded 
above suffer from inaccuracy on account of the imperfect 
insulation, I have come to the conclusion that the electric 
current from the atmosphere increases rapidly with the 
latitude . 

The great deflexion which 1 obtained at Oratunturi 
on December 13, 1882, 1 do not consider refutes this 
Inference, as the atmospheric conditions on this occasion 
wen? exceptional, viz. the temperature high and the air 
ha*y. 

The experiments in both places have, however, un¬ 
fortunately been of a somewhat provisional character, 
which is due to the external impediments in our way. 
Thus, when experimenting at Oratunturi, the writer had 
to make a journey in the snow of 20 kilometre*, viz. of 
four hours* duration, then to examine the apparatus on the 
summit, clean it from hoar-frost, and often repair it, with 
the thermometer at — 30° C. Then only could the experi¬ 
ments be commenced. It was only possible to work for 
five to eight minutes at a time, as it was necessary to 
thaw one's benumbed hands before a bonfire lit on the 
enow. At Pietarintunturi the road was certainly shorter, 
but, nevertheless, very fatiguing, as it was necessary first 
to climb a ridge about 1000 feet, and then journey about 
3 kilometres. 

These difficulties, and chiefly the imperfect insulations 
and the weakness of the wires at my disposal, compelled 
me to abandon experiments of this character. 

Selim Lemstr6m 

Professor of the Helsingfors University 

(To he continued) 


NOTES 

Besides Prof. Huxley the following English men of science 
hare been elected Foreign Associates of the U.S, National 
Academy of Sciences Prof, J, C. Adams, Prof. C^ytey, 
Prof. Sylvester, Prof Stokes, Sir William. Thomson, and Sir 
J. D, Hooker. 

Mr. Hbkbkxt Swice* has been elected a Corresponding 
Member of the Paris Academy of Moral and Political Sciences. 

The remarkable enthusiasm with which the project of the 
to Charles Darwin was received, in Sweden has already 
columns. The amount of the subscriptions 
i*$ was said, from oil ranks, has jeet been received by 


the treasurer of the Darwin Memorial Fund. It U a sum of 
382/. 1 2s. 6d, r the largest, we believe, that has been contributed 
by any foreign country, and a proof of the zeal on behalf of 
science that exists in the land of Linnaeus. 

We are glad to learn that America has at length subscribed 
for a table at the Zoological Station at Naples. In view of the 
very considerable number of American students in European 
biological laboratories some surprise has naturally been felt that 
America has not hitherto been represented at Naples. President 
Carter and the trustees of Williams College are to be congratu¬ 
lated on having taken the lead in a matter the importance of 
which must be apparent to alt who are interested in the progress 
of morphological study. 

Dr. William Chambers, the head of the eminent publishing 
firm, well deserves the honour of a baronetcy which he has just 
received, on account of the public services rendered by him to 
education and to social improvement throughout a long life; he 
is just the age of the century, we believe. 

The public sale of the late Prof. J. Decaisne’s library will take 
place in Paris from June 4 to 23 next. The catalogue of 480 pages, 
published by Labittc, of Paris, contains more than 5000 entries, 
classified according to subject by M. Vesque, assistant to the 
late M. Dccaisne. Tt L probably one of the finest libraries 
in botany, horticulture, and general natural history which has 
been sold rince the death of Jussieu. The catalogue contains a 
portrait of Dccaisne and a biography by Dr. E. Bornet. 

The death is announced, at the age of seventy-one years, of 
Mr. Jame- Young of Kellie, the f, Sir Paraffin** of his old friend 
Livingstone. Mr. Young is best known in connection with his 
process of distillation of paraffin oil from bituminous coal, which 
attained great dimensions, and from which he realised a fortune. 
Mr. Young took i\ real and active interest in chemical research, 
and founded the Chair of Economic Chemistry in Anderson’s 
University, Glasgow ; he was a Fellow of the Royal Society. 

The departure of the Swedish Expedition to Greenland ha* 
been postponed to the 22nd, and Baron Nordehskjold will join 
the Sofia at Gothenburg, instead of coming to Scotland. 

A hygienic exhibition was opened at Berlin on Saturday, 

The Society of Arts conversazione will this year be held In 
the * buildings of the International Fisheries Exhibition; the 
Prince of Wales, the President of the Society, has intimated 
his intention of being present. The date is not yet announced- 

In connection with the recent discussion on the opening of 
picture galleries and museums on Sundays, the following facts 
relating to the Whitechapel Fine Art Exhibition are full oj 
interest This exhibition, which os may not be known to all our 
readers, is one which is open for thirteen days at Easter in one 
of the most desolate parts of this great metropolis. It consists 
of about two hundred pictures of the highest order of merit, which 
are placed at the disposal of a responsible committee by the 
arthts or those who are fortunate enough to possess them. It 
is open gratuitously from ten in the morning until ten at night, 
except on Sundays, when the opening takes place at two o'clock, 
after morning service. This year, it will be seen from 
the numbers we give below, that no less than 34,644 of 
the poorest of the poor visited the pictures; and as they 
were to a very large extent " personally conducted ** round 
the rooms by ladies and gentlemen who freely gave up their 
time to the work, the way in which they appreciated the 
pictures is thoroughly well known. The same men and 
women came again and again, bringing their friends to show 
them the pictures in which they themselves had taken the greatest 
Merest Che of the most important points that we wish to 
urge now U» that on the last day the exhibition was open, which 
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was Sunday, between the hours of two and ten more than 3000 
working men end women visited the collection, and we are in- 
formed that when the rooms were most crowded, there was 
always not only absolute order and good temper, but a reverence 
for the spirit of the place. * This, we think, is a sufficient reply 
to those who say that if picture galleries and museums were 
opened on Sunday, they would not be visited. Seeing that a love 
of science and nature must be at the bottom of all true love for 


art, we fee 1 ourselves bound to thank Mr. Barnett and those 
who have helped him in this humanising work ; and as it is known 
with what sympathy artists and possessors of pictures placed them 
at the disposal of the committee, we think it a pity that the 
Whitechapel example is not more generally followed. It is not 
necessary to give the numbers for 1882, but we may just say 
that very nearly 10,000 more people visited the exhibition this 
year, which clearly shows that the interest taken in it is not a 
transient one, but one which increases from year to year. And 
the figures do not do justice to the success of the exhibition, for 
they mean something more than they would at an exhibition in 
the West End; the Whitechapel people went to sec, and they 
made a business of seeing. The attendances were as follows :— 


Tuesday . 

... March 20 . 

933 

Wednesday 

„ 21 . 

.» 2,094 

Thursday. 

,, 22 . 

... 1,431 

Good Friday ... 

„ 23 . 

... 2,722 

Saturday. 

M 24 . 

... 2,581 

Easter Sunday,.. 

, f 2? . 

... 1,63a 

,, Monday 

,, 20 . 

... 3 369 

„ Tuesday 

» 27 . 

... 3*304 

Wednesday 

,, 28 . 

... 3»523 

Thursday. 

. 29 . 

... 3,212 

Friday . 

„ 30 ... ... 

... 2,681 

Saturday. 

Sunday . 

» t 31 . 

... 4*045 

April 1 . 

... 3 ,H 7 


Total for 13 days 

... 34,644 


At the first meeting of the Sociological Section of the Bir¬ 
mingham Natural History and Microscopical Society for the 
study of Mr. Herbert Spencer's "System of Philosophy” held 
last week at the Mason College, the President (Mr. W. R. 
Hughes) explained that the new Section had originated in a wish 
to unite, for the purposes of mutual help, those who were already 
students of Mr. Herbert Spencer’s system, but were unknown to 
each other; and to introduce to the synthetic philosophy those 
already engaged in some special biological study, but as yet un¬ 
familiar with the principles common to all departments of natural 
history. He read a letter from Mr. Herbert Spencer expressing 
cordial sympathy with the objects of the Section, and adding 
some valuable suggestions as to the course of work to be under¬ 
taken by the Section. Whether we admitted or rejected Mr. 
Spencer's principles, the President said, there was no doubt of the 
wonderful influence they were exercising in this country, on the 
Continent, and in America. He enumerated many reasons why 
Birmingham was peculiarly adapted for the study of sociology, 
saying it was central, healthy, industrious, and earnest in all it 
undertook, active in reform, versatile in its trades, and therefore 
free from commercial panic*, many-sided in religion, untiring in 
political activity. During the present century no town had ex¬ 
hibited a more remarkable social development, and therefore 
there was no town more fit for the study of sociology. Its deve¬ 
lopment was of a type peculiar to a large industrial organisation, 
and was in marked contrast to that kind of development which 
would obtain under a military or ecclesiastical or agricultural 
organisation. Sociological generalisations m*x 7 e there might there¬ 
fore be regarded os typical and unique. The President's address 
was followed by a discussion upon the first two chapters of the 
u Essay on Education.” 

Mk Clement L. Wbagoe has undertaken to reorganise 
the meteorological work at the Ben Nevis Observatory, 
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which he first commenced about two years ago, under the 
auspices of the Scottish Meteorological Society, and hopes to 
have the observing system reopened and in order by June 1, 
Mr. William Whyte, of Fort William (formerly assistant), will 
then receive further instruction from Mr. Wragge, and will take 
charge, having been appointed by the Society to carry on the 
work during the summer of the present year, in consequence of 
Mr. Wragge’s intention to resume his travels in the course of a 
few months, and to revisit Australia. The voyage will be made 
a scientific one, ai d Mr. Wragge hopes to add largely to his 
natural his'.ory and ethnographical collections now at Stafford. 
He is arranging to carry on ocean meteorological observations 
on a large scale, following mainly the plan adopted by the 
Challenger expedition. Negretti and Zambr&’s new deep-sea 
thermometers are to be employed. 

The German gunboat Hyane visited Easter Island last autumn, 
and determined its exact position, which was found to be 27® io' S. 
lat., and 109'' 26' W. long. The commander of the Hyd*t % Capt. 
Geiseler, has reported minutely to the German Admiralty Office 
on the ethnology of the island, and this report is accompanied by 
numerous drawings of old colossal statues, stone houses, monu¬ 
ments, tombs of chiefs, &c. At the same time Capt. Geiseler 
made a collection of ethnological specimens which has been 
forwarded to Germany by way of Apia. The report is now 
printed and published by Mittler and Sohn (Berlin). 

Prof. Bastian has been nominated honorary president of 
the Berlin Geographical Society. The following gentlemen 
have been elected as honorary members : Prof, von Richthofen, 
Dr. Gustav Nachtigal, Prof. Neumayer, Dr. Pogge, Dr. Buchner, 
and Lieut. Wissmann. The latter has also received the 
Society’s Silver Knights-Medal. 

At Berlin an aurora borealis was observed on April 29 at 
9 p.m. The phenomenon brightened up the whole sky, across 
which numerous bright red cloud-streaks seemed to shoot. 

Mr. Ernest Giles, the explorer, contemplates organising a 
grand final expedition to traverse the remaining unexplored 
portions of the Australian continent, and to endeavour to dis¬ 
cover some more trustworthy traces of Leichhardt. 

In the " Publications of the Massachusetts Society for the 
Promotion of Agriculture,” Mr. S. U. Scudder has given an 
interesting account of the habits of a small moth (Retinia 
frustrana ), and of the ravages caused by it on the pitch pine of 
Nantncket Island {Pinus rigida). Of late it has become so 
abundant as to threaten the total destruction of the pines. Like 
its European congeners its lame bore into the interior of the 
healthy young shoots and destroy them. The remedy recom¬ 
mended is the radical one of taking off from every tree those 
shoots that show themselves to be infested, but the author is fully 
alive to the difficulties attendant upon such a recommendation, 
especially those of expense. The insect has not yet made its 
appearance on the adjoining mainland, but it seems to have 
been observed in other more distant parts of the Eastern States. 
In Europe (and indeed in Britain) much damage is done to 
conifers (especially Scotch fir) by allied species, and they more 
especially infest quite young trees. Some of them principally 
affect the lateral shoots, arid these, if not too numerous, cause no 
lasting injury to healthy young trees; but one especially (& 
turiondla) attacks the leading shoot, and is far more serious; In 
this case, if the tree be strong and healthy, a lateral shoot takes 
the place of the destroyed “leader," and recovery is effected by 
this means. 

News has at last been received from Dr, Pogge, tbecom- 
panion of Lieut. Wiasmann, on his journey across Afrita/and 
who remained is Africa after Wiesmann left, ft appears that 
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Pr« Fogge reached the Mukenge safely in September last, bring¬ 
ing large collections with him. He had written and sent to 
Melange fox means for his return journey. 

A report on the Peter Red path Museum, Montreal, the 
foundation of which was laid by the Marquis of Lome in 
September, 1880, describes the opening ceremony in August, 
during the meeting of the Americaa Association. Mr. Red path 
in a ycry few words handed over the Museum to the University, 
and speeches were made by the Chancellor, Dr. Carpenter, 
Prof, Hall, and Dr. Dawson, Already collections have been 
placed in the Museum, which promires to become one of the 
first rank. 

The current number of the Agricultural Students* Gazette , 
edited by students at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, 
contains an instructive article on Devonshire Orchards and Cider- 
rnaking, by C. IL Northcote, a member of the College. Miss 
Ormcrod contributes a paper on the Coffee Grub in Ceylon, em¬ 
bodying our information on this petit up to the present time, from 
information largely derived from a pamphlet by Mr. Haldane on 
the subject. Mr. Rutherford gives a concUe paper on the 
Agriculture of the Cots wolds; Prof. Garaide one on Glanders, 
adducing evidence that it is a germ disease due to a bacillus. 
There is also an interesting and instructive collection of chemical 
curiosities, answers to examination ques'ions; and in addition 
reports on the experimental field plots, on the weather, on the 
amount of chlorine in the rain water of the district, and on many 
other more purely college matters. This magazine fully keeps 
up to its advanced standard, and has a value in a circle far wider 
than its immediate connection with the Agricultural College. 

We have received the Proceedings of the Medical Society of 
the Kazan University, which contains, besides purely medical 
papers, several valuable papers of general interest. Wc notice 
among them a lecture, by Prof. Schcrbakoff, on carbonic and 
azulmic acids in the soil as a measure of the oxidation of its 
organic constituents. It is known that since more attention has 
been given to the sanitary conditions of different soils, Herr 
Pe.tenkofer has proposed to measure the amount of putrefied 
organic matter in the soil by the amount of carbonic acid it 
contains. Prof. Scherbakoff makes a complete analysts of the 
chemical and putrefactive processes that are going on in the 
soil, and comes to the conclusion that, unhappily, the carbonic 
acid does not give a measure either of the oxidating capacity 
of the soil or of the decomposition of the organic matter. 
The same conclusion is arrived at with regard to azulmic acid, 
ehich is formed only under the action of special ferments, as 
appears from the classical researches of MM. Schleaing, MUntz t 
and Pasteur, so that oxidation of the organic elements of the 
soil may go on on a large scale without azulmic acid appearing 
as a result of the process. We notice also apaper, by M. Orloff, 
on the influence of wet and dry chlorine upon different materials 
when used for disinfection, the author giving the results of a 
series of experiments on various linen, cotton, silk, and woollen 
stuffs* The tables of diseases at Kazan and in several districts 
of the province are also of great interest; they show, for 
in tance, that the number of cases of malarial fever is rtally 
enormous, as it has readied, in the town of Kazan, the figure of 
23,000 cases doting five years. As to cattle and hor* diseases, 
their number is still more striking, as every year the province 
Idles no less than 4300 to 4603 head of horned cattle, to which 
must be added sometimes— as fas 1877—3150 cattle and horses 
exterminated by the Siberian plague. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
jmt wedt include a Bonnet Monkey {Macacus radiates) from 
India, presented by Mr* F* J. Wicks j a Ring-tailed Coat! 
rqfc), a fCinkakw (Cettoitfies caudivchmlus) from 
presented by Mr. Ernest Francis 1 a Herrirg Gull 


(Larue argmtatus), British, presented by Mr*. Andrews; a 
Smooth Snake (Coronella kevis), European, presented by Mr, 
W. A. B. Pain ; a Batcleur Eagle (Metatarsus ecaudatus) from 
Africa, two Germain's Peacock Pheasants (PolypUctron germ aim) 
from Cochin China, purchased ; a Bennett's Wallaby ( //alma - 
turns bennttti ), four Brown*tailed Gerbillus ( Gerbillus erytkrurus)* 
b^rn in the Gardens, 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

D’ Arrest’s Comet.—T he following approximate positions 
of this comet are deduced from M. Leveau’s elements;— 
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The Observatory of Rio Janeiro.— We have received 
the Bulletin Astronomique et MHiorologique de f Observatoire 
Jm/trial de Bio de Jayteiro for January and February. In the 
first number axe observations of the nucleus of the great comet 
of 1882 made by M. Lacaille. While stationed at Olinda (Per¬ 
nambuco) for the observation of the transit of Venus, he re¬ 
marked on November 16 a small nebulosity 6° south of the 
nucleus of the great comet : it was circular, ai d had a slight 
central condensation. On November 20 he saw it again j its 
aspect was the same as on the previous day, it had the 
same right a-scension, but its declination was i B further 
south. On November 22 and 26 it was observed in the same 
position as on the 20th. M. Lacaille believes that this unall 
nebulosity was no other than a fragment of the nucleus of the 
great comet. On returning to Rio, he found on January 8, on 
examining this nucleus with the 10-inch <qu*torial and \ ower of 
$oo, that it was highly elongated and subdivided into four small 
nebulosities, the centres of which had the appearance of stars of 
the twelfth magnitude. The aspect of the fourth as compared 
with the others, w as less condensed, but rather more lengthened 
oub On the following night he was turprised to find that the 
first nebulosity was no longer in the position that he had seen it 
on the 8th, but that it was situate outside the elorgated nucleus, 
and its centre had lost the appearance of a star of the twelfth 
magnitude. The second nebulosity was precisely in the position 
of the day preceding. The fourth had sensibly approached the 
third. On January 10 the four nebulosities regained the same 
relative positions. Several days of cloudy weather followed, but 
on January 15 he found that there was a fifth nebulosity in the 
elongated nucleus, l hr$c changes are well shown in a litho¬ 
graph accompanying M. Lacaille’s observations. In the 
February number of the Bulletin are observations of the same 
comet, made at Athens by Dr. Julius Schmidt, as detailed in a 
letter addressed by him to the Emperor oF Brazil. It relates 
chiefly to the nebulosities which were remarked by Dr. Schmidt 
in the vicinity of the nucleus of the great comet on October 9, 
xo, and ir, his drawings showing the fantastic forms presented 
by the nebulosities being lithographed. 

The Observatory of Moscow.— 1 Volume IX. (Ilvrakon i.) 
of Annales de V Observatoire de Mo scon, has been i-aued. 
Amongst the contents Are a short paper by M. Bredichin on the 
resisting medium f Researches on the first comet of 1882 (Wells), 
and observations of the minor planet Victoria, taken in connec¬ 
tion with others to be mode at the Cape and other southern as 
well as northern observatories, as part of a plan organised by Dr. 
GUI, for the determination of a new value of the solar parallax. 
M, Bredichin compares the observed phenomena of the tail of 
the first comet of 1882 with the indications t.f theory* 

Kxttt ON Tycho Brahes Nova 1572.—It has often been 
stated In our astronomical text-books, that John Kiell, Professor 
of Astronomy At Oxford, considered that rite period of the 
celdbrotod star ln Cassiopeia in 1372, wee "about 150 years,” 
or only half that whidhhad been more ge orally assigned to it* 
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We suspect that this statement has arisen from a misconception 
of Kielks words, while referring h> the star in his introduction 
do the true Astronomy or Astronomical Lectures, &c., the first 
English edition of which appears to have been publishtrd in 1721. 
In the third edition, 1739 fwhich is before us), at p, 36, we 
read, after his reference to the phenomena in 1573, “ Leovitius, 
from the history of those times, tells us that in the time of the 
Emperor Otho, about the year 945, a new star appeared in 
Cassiopeia, just such a one as was seen in his time in the year 
15^2. And he brings us another ancient observation—that there 
was likewise seen in the northern region of the heavens, near the 
constellation Cassiopeia, in the year 1264, an eminently bright 
star t which kept itself in the same place, and bad no proper 
motion. It is probable that these two stars might have been the 
same with that which was seen by Tycho, and that in about 150 
years the same star may again make its appearance.” 

It will be remarked that Kiell makes no reference to a*iy star 
seen midway between 945 and 1264, nor between 1264 and 1556, 
and it seems his meaning is clear, that Tycho's star, with a 
period of some 300 years, mi^ht make its appearance again “in 
about 150 years ” from the time at which he wrote, as it might 
do were its changes accomplished in about three centuries. The 
misinterpretation of Kiell’s words has led to his being credited 
with the opinion that the period is about 150 years, an idea 
which he probably never intended to eipres^. 


ELECTRICITY APPLIED TO EXPLOSIVE 
PURPOSES 1 


TN introducing the subject the lecturer indicated the principal 
advantage; which it had been early observed would result 
from a certain mode of firing explosive charges by electric cur¬ 
rent instead*of by the ordinary fuzes, the best of which had in¬ 
herent defects, greatly limiting their use for any but the simple-t 
Operations. He traced the history and development of electric 
firing from the crude experiments of Benjamin Franklin, about 
the year 1751, through the various stages in which frictional 
electricity, volta-induction apparatus, and magnetoelcctric ma- 
•chines had supplied the means of generating the current, the 
tendency of late years being to revert to a modified form of 
voltaic battery for one class of work, and to employ dynamo- 
electric machines for another class. The history and develop¬ 
ment of the low-tension or wire fuze, and of the various fuzes 
employed with electric currents of high tension, were also dis¬ 
cussed, and their relative advantages, defects, and performances 
were described. 


The only sources of electricity which at present thoroughly 
fulfilled the conditions essential in the exploding-agent for sub¬ 
marine mines v ere constant voltaic batteries. They were simple 
of construction, comparatively inexpensive, required but little 
skill or labour in their production and repair, and very little 
attention to keep them in constant good working order lor long 
periods, and their action might be made quite independent of 
any operation to be performed at the last moment. 

When first arrangements were devised for the application of 
electricity in the naval service to the firing of guns and so-called 
outrigger charges, the voltaic pile recommended itself for its 
simplicity, the readiness with which it could be put together-and 
kept in order by sailors, and the considerable power presented 
and maintained by it for a number of hours. Different form* 
of pile were devised at Woolwich For boat and ship use, the 
latter being of sufficient power to fire heavy broadsides by 
branch circuits, and to continue Sn a serviceable condition for 
twenty-four hours, when they could be replaced by fresh bat¬ 
teries, which had in the meantime been cleaned and built up by 
sailors, r 


The Darnell and sand batteries first used in conjunction with 
the high-tension fuze for submarine mining service were speedily 
replaced by a modification of the battery known as Walker’s, 
which was after some time converted into a modified form of the 
Leclanchtf battery. 

The importance of being able to ascertain by tests that the 
circuits leading to a mine, as w ell as the fuzes introduced into 
that circuit, were in proper order, very soon became manifest; 
and many instances were on record in the earlier days of sub* 
aiarine mining of the disappointing results attending the acci¬ 
dental disturbance of electric firing arrangements, when proper 

*. eriM of Applications of E|e 


means had not been known or provided for ascertaining whether 
the circuit was complete, or for localising any defect when dis¬ 
covered. 

The testing of the Abel fuse, in which the bridge, or igniting 
and conducting composition, was a mixture of the copper 
phosphide and sulphide with potassium chlorate, was easy of 
accomplishment (by means of feeble currents of high tension), 
in proportion as the sulphide of copper predominated over the 
phosphide. Even the mod sensitive nught be thus tested with 
safety ; but when the necessity for repeated testing, or even foT 
the passing of a signal through the fuse, arose, as in a permanent 
system of sulunarine mines, toe case was different, this fuze being 
susceptible of considerable alterations in conductivity on befttg 
frequently submitted to even very feeble test-currents, and fts 
accidental ignition by such comparatively powerful test- or signal- 
currents as nvght have to be employed, became so for possible 
as to create an uncertainty which was most undesirable. 

Hence, and also because the priming in these fuzes was liable 
to some chemical change detrimental to its sensitiveness, unless 
thoroughly protected from excess of moisture, another form of 
high-tension fuze, specially adapted for submarine mining service, 
was devised at Woolwich. This, though much less sensitive 
than the original Abel fuze, was sufficiently so for service 
requirements, while it presented great superiority over the latter 
in stability and uniformity of electric resistance; and, though 
not altogether unaffected by the long-continued transmission of 
test-currents through it, the efficiency of the fu2e was not 
affected thereby. 

Although high-tension fuzes presented decided advantages in 
point of convenience and efficiency over the earlier form of 
platinum wire fuze, the requirements which arwe, in elaborating 
thoroughly efficient permanent systems of defence by submarine 
mines, and the demand for a battery for use in ships which 
would remain practically constant for long periods, caused a 
very careful consideration of the relative advantages of the high- 
and low-tension systems of firing to result in favour of the em¬ 
ployment of wire fuzes for these services. In addition to the 
disadvantages pointed out there was an element of uncertainty, 
or possible danger, in the employment of high-tension fuzes, 
which, though partly eliminated by the adoption of voltaic 
batteries, in place of generators of high-tension electricity, 
might still occasionally constitute a source of danger, namely, 
the possibility of high-tension fuzes being accidentally exploded 
by currents induced in cables, with which they were connected, 
during the occurrence of thunderstorms, or of less violent 
atmospheric electrical disturbances. 

Experiment, and the results obtained in military service- 
operations, had demonstrated that if insulated wires, immersed 
in water, buried in the earth, or even extended on the ground, 
were in sufficient proximity to one another, each cable being in 
circuit with a high-tension fuze and the earih, the explosion of 
any of the fuzes by a charge from a Leyden jar, or from a 
dynamo-elec trie machine of considerable power, might be 
attended by the simultaneous ignition of fuzes attached to 
adjacent cables, which were not connected with the source of 
electricity, but which become sufficiently charged by the inductive 
action of the transmitted current. It therefore appeared very 
possible that insulated cables extending to land- or submarine- 
mines la which high-tension fuzes were inclosed, might become 
charged inductively during violent atmospheric electrical dis¬ 
turbances to such an extent as to lead to the accidental explosion 
of mines with which they were connected. In a Report oy von 
Ebner on the defence of Venice, Polo, and Li$«a, by submarine 
mines, in 1866, he refers to the accidental explosion of one of 
a group of sixteen mines during a heavy thunderstorm, as well as 
to the explosion of some mines, by the direct changing of the 
cables, through the Aring station having been struck by lightning. 
Two instances of the accidental explosion of tension fusee by 
the direct charging of overhead Wires during lightning discharges 
occurred in 1873 at Woolwich. 

Subsequently an electric cable was laid out at Woolwich akmg 
the river bank below low-water mark, and a tendon fuze Whs 
attached to one extremity, the other being buried. About 
eleven months afterwards the fuse was exploded. fay a charge 
induced in the conductor during a very heavy thunderstorm, 

lit consequence of such difficulties as these experienced id flm 
special application of the high-tension tee* to submarine per* 

C q the production of comparatively senteltive low-tendon 
> much greater uniformity pf rebalance those eht* 
ployed in former years, wax made the subject of an elaboii** 
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experimental Investigation by the lecturer. Different samples of 
comparatively thin wires, made from commercial platinum, 
showed very great variations in electrical conductivity, Very 
considerable differences in the amount of forging to which the 
metal, in the form of sponge, had been subjected, did not im- 
portantly affect either its specific gravity or its conductivity, and 
the fused metal had only a very slightly higher degree of con¬ 
ductivity than the same metal forged from the sponge. The 
conductivity of very fine wires could therefore be but slightly 
affected by physical peculiarities of the metal, and the consider¬ 
able differences in conductivity observed in different samples of 
platinum were therefore chiefly ascribable to variations in the 
degree of its purity. It appeared likely that definite alloys 
might furnish more uniform results than commercial platinum ; 
experiments were therefore made with fine wires of German 
silver and of the alloy of sbety-six of silver with thirty-three of 
platinum employed by Matthiessen for the reproduction of B.A. 
standards of electrical re istance. Both were greatly superior 
to ordinary platinum i 1 regard to the resistance opposed to the 
passage or a current; German silver was in it* turn superior to 
the platinum-silver alloy; although the difference was only 
trifling in the small lengths of fine wire used in a fuze (0*25 
inch), while the comparatively ready fusibility of platinum- 
silver contributed, with other physical peculiarities of the 
two alloys, to reduce German silver to about a level with 
it. Moreover, the latter did not resist the tendency to corrosive 
action exhibited by gunpowder and other more readily explosive 
agents which had to be placed in close contact with the wire 
bridge m the construction of a fuze, while the platinum-silver 
alloy was found to remain unaltered under corresponding con¬ 
ditions, Experiments having also been made with alloys of 
platinum with definite proportions of iridium, the metnl with 
which iiis chiefly associated, very fine wires of an alloy con¬ 
taining 10 per cent, of iridium were eventually selected as 
eminently the best materials for the production of wire fuzes of 
comparatively high resistance and uniformity, this alloy being 
found decidedly superior in the latter respect as well as in point 
of strength (and theref >re of manageablene->s in the state of very 
fine wire 0 001 inch in diameter) to the platinum-silver wire. 
The fuzes now used in military and submarine services were 
ttade with bridges of iridio-pfatinum wire containing 10 per 
Cent, of the first-named metal. 

The electrical gun-tubes in ihe navy were fired by means of a 
specially arranged Leclanche battery, and branch circuits worked 
to the different guns; in broadside firing it wa^ important that 
the wire bridge of any one of the guu-tubes which was first fired 
should be instantaneously fused on the passage of the current, 
so as to cut this branch out of circuit; in this respect tire 
comparatively fusible platinum-silver alloy nppeared to present 
an advantage, hence the naval electrical fuzes were made with 
bridges of that alloy. Uniformity of electrical resistance had 
become a matter of such high importance in the delicate 
arrangements connected with the system of submarine mines, 
is now perfected, that the very greatest care was bestowed upon 
the manufacture of service electric fuzes and detonators, which 
were in fact made in all their details with almost the precision 
bestowed upon delicate scientific instruments, and the successful 
production of which involved an attention to minutiae which 
Would surprise a superficial observer. 

One of the earliest applications of electricity to the explosion 
of gunpowder was the firing of guns upon proof at Woolwich by 
means of a Grove battery and a gun-tube, which was fired by a 
platinum wire bridge, a shunt arrangement being used for 
directing the Current (successively into the distinct circuits con¬ 
nected with the guns to be proved. When the hi^h-tension 
fitoe had been devised, gun-tubes were made to which it was 
applied} and an exploder was arranged by Wheatstone, having a 
Uige number of tdiunts, so that as many as twenty-four guns 
might be brought into connection with the instrument, and 
firia in rapid succession by the depression of separate keys 
connected with each, 

The firing of cannon as rime-signals was an ancient practice 
in garrison towns, but the regulation of the rime of firing the 
gun by electrical ageaqr from a distance appears first to have 
been accomplished in Edinburgh, where, since i86f, the tirae- 
, ton had been fired by a mechanical arrangement actuated by a 
mock, the rime of whhsfik controlled electrically by the mean¬ 
time dhtok nt the Royal ;Ob«rv*to*y on Cakon Mill 

Sturdy after the establishment of the Edinburgh rime-gun, 
etfbeia were introduced ttt Newcastle, Sunderland, Shields, Glas¬ 


gow, and Greenock. The firing of the gun was arranged for in 
various ways; in some instances it was effected either dtrect from 
the Observatory at Edinburgh, or from shorter distance*, by 
means of Wheatstone's magnetoelectric exploder*. At present 
there were time-guns at West Hartlepool* Swansea, Tynemouth, 
Kendal, and Aldershot, which were fired electrically, either by 
currents direct from London, or by local batteries, which were 
thrown into circuit at the right moment by means of relays, con¬ 
trolled from St. Martin's-le-Grand. 

About thirteen yearsagothe electrical firing of guns, especially 
for broadsides, was first Introduced into the navy, with the em¬ 
ployment of the Abel high-tension • gun-tube and voltaic pile*. 
The gun tubes then used were manufactured originally for the 
proof of cannon and for experimental artillery operations, and 
were of very simple and cheap construction. Experience proved 
them to be unfitted to withstand exposure to the very various 
climatic influences which they had to encounter in Her Majesty's 
ships, and iu store in different parts of the world. The low- 
tension gun tubes, having a bridge of very fine platinum-silver 
wire, surrounded by readily ignitible priming composition, was 
therefore adopted as much more suitable for our naval require¬ 
ments. 

The arrangements for broadsides or independent firing, and 
also for the firing of guns in turret-ships, had been very carefully 
and successfully elaborated in every detail, including the pro¬ 
vision of a so-called drill- or dummy electrical gun-tube, which 
was u ed for practice and refitted by well i structed sailor*. 
The firing-keys, and all other arrangements connected with 
electrical gun-firing, were specially designed to insure safety and 
efficiency at the right moment. 

The electric detonators for firing outrigger-torpedoes, or for 
oilier operations to be performed from open boats, corresponded, 
so far as the bridge was concerned, with the nival electric gun- 
tubes, and were fired with a specially fitted Leclanche battery. 
These electric appliances were now distributed throughout the 
navy, and the men were kept, by instruction and periodical 
practice, well versed in their use. 

The application of electricity to the explosion of submarine 
mines, for purposes of defence and attack, received some atten¬ 
tion from the Russians during the Crimean War, under the 
direction of Jacobi; thus a torpedo, arranged to l»e exploded 
electrically when coming into collision with a vessel, was disco¬ 
vered at Yeni-Kale during the KertSch expedition in 1855. 
Some arrangements were made by the British at the concludon 
of the war to apply electricity to the explosion of hr^c powder- 
charges for the removal of sunken ships, &c., in Kebastopol and 
Cronstadt Harbours. In 1859, a system of submarine mines, 
to be fired through the agency of electricity by operators on 
>• 11016 , was arranged by von Ebner for the defence of Venice, 
which, however, never came into practical operation. Karty in 
1S60 Henley’s lazg$ magnetoeleciric machine, with a supply 
of Abel fuze.*, and stout indiarubber bags, with fittings to resist 
water-pressure, was despatched to China for use in the Peiho 
River, but no application appeared to have been made of them. 
Tile subject or the utilisation of electricity for purposes of 
defence, however, did not receive systematic investigation in 
Englaudor other countries until some years afterwards, when 
the great import nice of submarine mines, as engines of war, was 
demonstrated by the number of ships destroyed and injured- 
during the war in America. 

The application of electricity to the explosion of submarine 
mines was very limited during that wat, but arrangements for its 
extensive employment were fir advanced in the hands of both 
the Federate and Confederates at the close of the war, men of 
very high qualifications, such asCapt. Maury, Mr. N. J. Holmes, 
and Capt, McEvoy having worked arduou ly and successfully at 
the subjeef. 

The explosion of submerged powder-charges, by mechanical 
contrivances, either of self-acting nature or to be set into actiou 
at desired periods, was accomplished as far back as 1583, during 
the siege of Antwerp, by the Duke of Parma, and from that 
period to 1854 mechanical devices of more or less ingenious 
and practicable character had been from time to time applied 
tosomi small extent, in different countries, to the explosion of 
torpedoes, the Russians were the first to apply self acting me¬ 
chanical torpedoes with any prospect of success, and had the 
machines used for the defence of the Baltic been of larger site 
(they duly contained 8 or 9 lb. of gunpowder), their presence 
would probhbiy have proved very disastrous to some of the 
English ships which come into collision with and exploded them. 
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Various mechanical device* for effecting the explosion of tor¬ 
pedoes by their collision with a ship were employed by the 
Americans, a few of which proved very effective. But although 
in point of simplicity and cost, a system of defence by means of 
mechanical torpedoes possessed decided advantages over any 
extensive arrangements for exploding submarine mines by electric 
agency, their employment was attended by such considerable risk 
of accident to those at whose hands they received application 
that, under many circumstances which were likely to occur, 
they became almost as great a source of danger to friend as to foe. 

The most important advantages secured by the application of 
electricity as an exploding-agent of submarine mines were as 
follows :—They might be placed in position with absolute safety 
to the operators, and rendered active or passive at any moment 
from the shore; the waters which they were employed to defend 
were therefore never closed to friendly vessels until immediately 
before the approach of an enemy; they could be fixed at any 
depth beneath the surface (while mechanical torpedo* must be 
situated directly or nearly in the path of a passing ship), and 
they might be removed with as much safety as attended their 
application. 

There were two distinct systems of applying electricity to the 
explosion of submarine mines* The most simple waB that in 
which the explosion was made dependent upon the completion 
of the electric circuit by operators stationed at one or more posts 
of observation on shore ; such a system depended, however, for 
efficiency, on the experience, harmonious action, and constant 
vigilance of the operators at the exploding- and observing- 
stations, and was, moreover, entirely useless at night, and in any 
but clear weather. 

The other, which might also be used in conjunction with the 
foregoing, was that of self-acting mines, exploded either by col¬ 
lision with the ship, whereby circuit was completed through the 
inclosed fuze, or by the vessel striking a circuit closer, where¬ 
upon either the mine, moored at some depth beneath, was at 
once fired, or the necessary signal was given to the operator on 
sb >re. 


Continental nation < had followed in our footstep', in pro¬ 
viding themselves with. equipments for defensive purposes by 
submarine mines, and the Danes, Sweden, and Norwegians had 
pursued the suhjcct of submarine mine* with special activity and 
success. 

In the United States the subject of the utilisation of electricity 
as an exploding-agent for war purposes was being actively 
pursued, and imjmrtant improvements in exploding instruments, 
electric fuzes, and other appliances had been made by Smith, 
Farmer, Hill, Striedinger, and others already mentioned, while 
n> individud had contributed more importantly to the develop¬ 
ment of the service of submarine explosions than General Abbot, 
of the United States Engineers. 

Illustrations of actual results capable of being produced in 
warfare by submarine operations had hitherto been very few j 
but of the moral effects of submarine mines there had already 
been abundant illustrations. In the war carried on for six years 
by the Empire of Brazil and the Republic of Uruguay and the 
Argentine Republic of Paraguay, the latter managed, by means 
of submarine mines, to keep at bay, for the whole period, the 
Brazilian Beet of fifteen ironclads and sixty other memof-wor. 
In the Russo-Turkidi war, submarine mines and torpedoes 
were a source of continued apprehension ; and the French naval 
superiority was paralysed, during the Franco-German war, by 
the existence, or reputed existence, of mines in the Elbe, 

The application of electricity to the explosion of military 
mines, ana to the demolition of works and bttildingB, had been 
of great importance in recent wars in expediting and facilitating 
the work of the military engineer. The rapidity with which 
guns, carriages, &c., were disabled and destroyed by a small 
party of men who landed after the silencing of the forts at 
Alexandria, illustrated the advantages of electrical exploding 
arrangements combined with the great facility afforded for 
rapid operations by the power possessed of developing the most 
violent action of gun-cotton, dynamite, &c„ through the agency 
of a detonator. 

The application of electricity to the explosion of mines for 
land-defencefl during active war was not an easy operation, 
inasmuch as not only the preparation of the mines but also the 
concealment of electric cables and all appliances from the enemy 
entailed great difficulties, unless the necessary arrangements 
could have been made in ample time to prevent a knowledge of 
them reaching the enemy. 


But few word9 were needed to recall to the minds of civil 
engineers the facilities which the employment of electricity to 
explosive purposes afforded for expediting the carrying out of 
many kinds of works in which they were immediately interested. 
Electrical blasting, especially in combi nation with rock-boring 
machines, had revolutionised the operation of tunnelling and 
driving of galleries; and although in ordinary mining and 
quarrying operations the additional cost involved in the employ¬ 
ment of fuzes, conductors, and the exploding-machine was not 
unfrequent] y a serious consideration, there were, even in those 
directions, many occasions when the power of firing a number 
of shots simultaneously was of great importance. There was 
little doubt, moreover, that accidents in mining and quarrying 
would be considerably reduced in number if electrical blasting 
were more frequently employed. 

The conveniences presented by electric firing arrangements 
under special circumstances were interestingly illustrated by a 
novel proceeding at the launch of a large screw steamer at 
Kinghorn in Scotland, which was recently accomplished by 
placing small charges of dynamite in the wed ^e-blocks along 
tbc sides of the keel and exploding them in pairs, hydraulic 
power being applied at the moment that the last wedge was shot 
away. 

In the deepening of harbours and rivers and in the removal 
of natural or artificial submerged obstructions, the advantages of 
electric firing were so obvious that extended reference to them 
was unnecessary. 

A substitute for electrical firing which had been applied with 
success to the practically simultaneous firing of several charges 
consisted of a simple modification of the Bickford fu2e, which, 
instead of burning slowly, Bashed rapidly into flame throughout 
its length, and hence had received the name of instantaneous 
fuze or lightning fuze. The fuze burned at the rate of about 
loo feet per second ; it had the general appearance of the 
ordinary mining fuze, but was distinguished from the latter by 
a coloured external coating. Numerous lengths of this faze 
were readily couuled up together so as to form branches leading 
to different shot-holewhich might be ignited together so as 
to fire the holes almost simultaneously. In the navy this 
fuze was used as a means of firing small gun-cotton charges 
to be throw i by hand into boats when these engaged each 
other, the fuze being fired from the attacking boot by mean<* 
of a small pistol, into the barrel of which the extremity was 
inserted. 


THE IRON AND STEEL INSTITUTE 

HTHE annual meeting of this society took place at the Institution 
A of Civil Engineers on May 9, 10, and 11 last. On the 
first day the chair wan taken by the retiring president, Mr. Josiah 
T. Smith, but after some formal business had been gone through 
he vacated It in favour of the president elec*, Mr. B. Samuelson, 
M.M., F.R.S. The latter proceeded to read an able address, 
dealing mainly with the great progress which had taken place in 
the iron and steel industries rince the Institute was founded in 
1869. He remarked on the very large makes of pig iron which 
were now going on in American blast furnaces, and stated that 
these were found to be economical even as regards fuel and wear 
and tear of the lining. He then dwelt at some length 6 q im¬ 
provements in the manufacture of coke, especially with a view 
to recovery of the waste products. The deterioration which was 
feared would result as regards the coke itself had not appeared in 
the case of the Simon-Carv^* ovens, worked by Messrs, Pease 
and Co., who were recovering oil and tar to the value of 4*. 
per ton of coal. Against this was to be set increased expenses 
to the amount of u. 4I. per ton of coke, and also interest on first 
oo<t and maintenance. He further referred to the Jameson pro¬ 
cess lately described before the It stitution of Medumicat Engi¬ 
neers and observed that this principle was being applied to 
recover oil and ammonia from smouldering waste-heaps at the 
pit bank. Passing on to the manufacture of steel ha spoke with 
much approval of the Bicheroux gas puddling furnaces at Ougcde 
in Belgium, where gas obtained from slack was used for puddling, 
and gave more heat for steam-raising purposes than the old 
system. Speaking of the future demand for iron and steel, he 
pointed out that the United States had fifty times and Russia five 
times as many miles of railway per million ofpeople as had ear 
Indian Empire 5 and strongly urged >thd further development of 
railways in the latter county. The -address also toadied hpon 
many other points connected with iron and steel, such as the, 
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incTeastdproductien of Bessemer and Siemens steel, the great 
diminution in their price, the immense increase in shipbuilding, 
the proposed improvements in the patent law, and the better re¬ 
lations now existing between masters and workmen* At the 
oondusion of hfe address the president presented the Bessemer 
medal to Mr. J* G. Snelua of Workington for his achievements 
in introducing the basic system for the making of steel. A 
similar medal, bestowed upon Mr. S. G. Thomas, was reserved 
until his return to England. 

The meeting then took up the discussion on a paper by Mr. 
Snelus on the Chemical comporition and testing of steel rail'. 
This paper was read at the Vienna meeting of the Institute and 
its discussion pustponed. Mr. Snelus now added particulars of 
a new te*t for the haidness of rails, which consisted in driving a 
uniform punch under uniform pTeasuie into a piece of the rail, 
and measuring the depth of the hole produced. Various experi¬ 
ments had hatisfied him that this depth would be inversely pro¬ 
portional to the hardness of the rail. M. Gazes, engineer to the 
Lyons Kailway, read a very long note in French on the same 
subject, the point of which was that, as he maintained, the 
wearing power of the rail depends not only on its chemical 
composition but aho on the temperature in rolling and the 
Amount of compression which it has experienced while being 
rolled. He stated that a percentage of carbon varying from | 
to 1 per cent was found in France to give the best result for 
rail heads. 

Two papers were then taken together : the fir-t of these was 
by Mr. Win. Parker (Chief Engineer and Surveyor of Lloyd’s), 
on the Use of Steel castings in lieu of steel and iron forgings for 
ship and marine engine construction. This paper gave the 
results of an important investigation made by Lloyd’s Registry 
into the applicability of steel castings to heavy articles such as 
crank shafts, stem posts, &c., which had hitherto been chiefly 
made in forged iron. The result was to convince the Committee 
that such constructions can be made of cast steel quite as good 
for the purposes intended as those of wrought iron, and without 
the uncertainty which always exists more or less in large iron 
forgings, The making of such casting* is mainly in the hands 
of three firms, who, however, differed very materially in their 
views of the best mode of proceeding, especially as to whether 
the metal should be melted in crucibles or in the ordinary open 
hearth. At Terre Noire, where such castings are also made, 
great importance is attached not only to annealing but also to 
tempering them iu oil; and the author gave particulars of ex¬ 
periments made on this subject, which showed that such treat¬ 
ment had a marked effect in increasing the strength of the 
specimens whilst slightly diminishing tbeir ductility. Reference 
was made to the distinction between forged steel and cast steel, 
and a number of experiments were quoted on similar bars of 
both these materials and also of wrought iron. In these experi¬ 
ments the strength of the cast steel specimens was in every case 
greater than those of the wrought iron, whilst the ductility was 
about the same. With the forged steel the tensile strength was 
designedly mode low, but the ductility was very high. Taking 
the product of the ultimate strength and ultimate elongation as 
representing roughly the quality of the material, it appears that 
the cast steel is one-third higher than wrought iron on an 
average, whilst the forged steel is three times as high. Trans¬ 
verse tests, both by steady pressure and by impact, and also 
torsion tests, gave results practically similar. Finally some 
experiments made by Mr. James Neilson on steel, partly as cut 
from the ingot and partly as hammered or rolled down to a 
comparatively small thickness, showed that the latter process 
produced a very decided increase both as to strength and duc¬ 
tility in some cases, although the results were not very uniform. 
For costing crank shafts and similar work Lloyd's Committee 
considered that the tensile strength of the steel should not exceed 
thirty ton* per square inch, and that a piece li inch square 
should bend cold through an angle of 00 degrees. 

The second paper was by Mr. Wm. D. Allen, of Henry 
Bessemer and Co.* and was on Bessemer steel in its cast and 
unwrought state* The object of this paper was to dispel the 
idea that Bessemer steel is not a safe material for easting on 
account of the frequent presence of cavities or blowholes within 
it From daily experience Mr. Allen affirms that perfectly 
sound castings earn be made from Bessemer steel* provided that 
ed either with ferrmaanganette or with some 
In Older that tfch alloy, may mingle 
} the ladle sheuM be violently stirred by 


;or, already described to the Institute# Of such 



Steel, the reader stated that neatly 500 hydraulic cylinders hod 
been made, and tested up to two, three, or even four tons per 
square inch. 

An interesting discussion followed these papers. Mr. James 
Riley doubted whether the crucible process produced a re* nit 
more uniform than the open hearth, and spoke strongly in favour 
of annealing aud tempering in oil. He also doubled whether the 
work put upon forged steel gives the advantage which was 
claimed for it. Mr, Hall (Messrs. Jessop and Sons, of Sheffield) 
defended the crucible process, but disparaged Bessemer castings. 
Sir Henry Bessemtr, however, considered that the agitator hod 
overcome the difficulty which previously existed in making 
sound castings in his steel, while bir Wm. Siemens observed on 
the danger that castings may contract unequally in cooling, 
and on its complete cure by annealing, tie suggested on 
explanation for the curious fact of the advantage due to oil- 
hardening, namely, that the oil produced a compression of the 
outer layers, which acted on the rest of the mass, and was of more 
effect than any mechanical pressure could he. 

The second day's proceedings opened with the reading of two 
papers on the vex< d question of hot blasts and high furnaces. 
The first was by Mr. Wm. Hawdon, who gave the particulars 
of comparative experiments made on one of Messrs. SamueJson's 
furnaces at Middlesborongh, which bad been supplied alternately 
with bUbt from pipe stoves at 990* F. and with blast from fire¬ 
brick stoves at 1400° F. The final re>ult was an increase in the 
make per week from 400 to 458 tons of pig, a diminution in the 
coke per ton from 23*8 to 22*3 cwt., and at the same time an im¬ 
provement in the quality of experiments at the various tempera¬ 
ture* of blast beta een these two limits showed a gradual rate of im¬ 
provement. At the same time the tern; erature of the escaping 
gases was diminished from 468° to 448*, and the volume, or 
course, was diminished also. Comparing the tw o modes of heat, 
he showed that the area of heating surface in proportion to the 
cubic capacity of the stove was much greater in the firebrick 
than in the pipe i-tove, giving a corresponding improvement in 
effect, and that the gases escaping from the chimney, which in 
the pipe stoves had a temperature of 1240* F,, in the brick 
stoves were as low as 250“ F, The result was to effect a very 
considerable saving of gas used for heating the blast, which gas 
may, of course, be utilised for »team-raising or other purposes. 

The second paper was by Mr. I. Lowthian Bell, F.R.S., and 
dealt with the Value of successive additions to the temperature of 
air used in smelting iron. This paper was to some extent a 
rejoinder to these of Mr. Charles Cochrane, recently read 
before the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. Mr. Bell first. 
considered the proposed application of hydrogen, or what is 
called water gas, to the bla>t furnace, and .showed that this 
could produce no advantage in saving of heat. He then dealt 
with the question of the possible economy of coke in an 
ordinary furnace, and reiterated that a limit was placed to 
such economy by the feet that when the escaping gas 
consists of carbonic oxide and carbonic acid in the propor¬ 
tion of 2 to I, these combined gases can no longer pro¬ 
duce any effect in reducing iron ore. Hence the very great 
saving of fuel which had at first been effected by enlarging the 
sue of the furnaces and increasing the heat of the blast, had 
now nearly reached its limit; which Mr. Bell still held to 1 c 
represented by a capacity of about 15,000 cubic feet, and a tem¬ 
perature of about jooo* F. He dealt with the suggestion that 
the heating of the blast could be advantageously used to replace 
the heat evolved in burning carbonic oxide and carbonic acid; 
and showed that to effect any great improvement in this particular 
would require blasts of too high temperature to be practically 
available, He commented upon the results with die furnace at 
Messrs. Samuelson's works, and considered that the increase in 
the make must be due to the increased quantity of blast rather 
than to its higher temperature. He admitted a saving in coke 
of about I cwt. f bat he observed that on the other hand the 
furnace was driven very slowly, only supplying about half the 
weight of pig iron per cubic foot of capacity which was usually 
supplied by the furnaces in the Cleveland district. 

Mr. Bell's position was strongly assailed by Mr, Charles 
Cochrane; bm although the questions between them were still 
further debated, It can hardly be said that they are completely 
settled; The problem is one which involves several independent 
factors, and ft variation in any one of these might produce a large 
effect oa t he final remit. It was so far fortunate that on this 
occasion the question of stoves and of blast furnaces was con¬ 
sidered together, and hot separately, as is Often the case; but 
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there are still pther matters to be taken into consideration. One 
of these, for instance, is the distance between the tuyeres at the 
bottom of the furnace. Mr. Cochrane confidently predicted 
that an alteration in this particular would effect a very important 
saving in Messrs. Samuelson’fe furnaces. The large economy 
actually realised by the use of brick stoves was commented upon 
by several speakers ; hot the advantage of increasing the capacity 
of furnaces appeared to be doubted by two very high authorities 
upon the subject, Mr. Edward Williams and Mr. E. Windsor 
Richards. 

On Thursday afternoon the paper read was on the North-. 
ampton iron ore district, by Mr. W. H. Butlin. It gave an 
Interesting description of this district, well known to travellers on 
the main line of the Midland Railway, in which, however, the 
deposits of ore have only been developed within the last thirty 
years. The paper also contained analyses of the ore, which is 
of a very variable character, and also of the limestone, 
slags, &c. 

On Friday morning the first paper read was by Mr. John 
Stead of Middles!>orougb, on a New method for the estimation of 
minute quantities of carbon. The author had found that the 
colouring matter, which is produced by the action of dilute nitric 
acid upon white iron and steel, has the property of being soluble 
in potash and soda solutions, and that the alkaline solution has 
about two and a half times the depth of colour produced by the 
ordinary acid solutions. Hence it occurred to him that the 
colour-matter might be separated from the iron, as an alkaline 
solution, by simply adding an excess of sodium hydrate to the 
nitric acid solution of iron, aud that the colour solution thus 
obtained might be used as a means of determining the amount 
of carbon present. This method is found to succeed well, as 
small a quantity as 0*03 per cent, of carbon being readily de¬ 
tected. The method of using it was described, and aFo experi¬ 
ments made to determine (1) the influence of heating the nitric acid 
solution for a longer or shorter time ; (2) the effect of using an 
excess of nitric acid to dissolve the steel ; (3) the effect on the 
solvent power of using a greater or less quantity of soda solu¬ 
tion ; (4) the effect of tqe presence of small quantities of chlorine. 
All these experiments proved satisfactory as regards the new 
process. An improved form of chromometer was also described. 

The next paper was on the Production and utilisation of 
gaseous fuel in the iron manufacture, by Mr. W, S. Suther¬ 
land of Birmingham. It was of a somewhat discursive character, 
containing various suggestions, especially as to a method of 
making wronght iron by the converter process; but its chief 
object was to describe the production of a cheap form of heating 
gas, which the author has used largely for the welding up of 
boiler-flues, tubes, &c. Tn this process part of the fuel is burnt, 
os completely as possible, to carbonic acid and water, but the 
resulting heat is stored up partly in the remainder of the fuel and 
partly in regenerators, that in the regenerators being made to 
heat up to a sufficiently high degree a quantity of steam. This 
superheated steam is passed through the hot fuel, and form* 
with it carbonic oxide and hydrogen, which go away to be stored 
up and used. With this process about 55,000 cubic feet of gas 
is made per ton of Staffordshire coal, and at a cost of about $d. 
per 1000 cubic feet, its heating power being about one-half that 
of coal gas. The author pointed out that Ft was most important 
to prevent as far as possible the formation of carbonic acid, and 
that for this a high temperature (nay 1200® C.) was required. 

The following papers were taken as read \—On Coal-washing 
machinery, by Mr. Fritz Baare ; on the Tin-plate manufacture, by 
Mr. E. Trubsbaw ; and on Improvements in railway and tramway 
plant, by Mr. Albert Riche. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

American Journal of Science, April.—Review of De Can¬ 
dolle s origin of cultivated plants, with annotations on certain 
American species, by A. Gray and J, H. Trumbull,— Remarks 
on Glyptocrinus and Reteocrinus, two genera of Silurian crinoids, 
ty.C; Wachxmuth and F, Springer.—Snjee battery and galvanic 
potonsation, by H. Haliockv r 'nie age of the Southern Appal¬ 
achians, by O, B. Elliott—Evolution of the American trotting- 
horse, by W. H, Brewer. ^ 

In the Anmlen der Physik und Chmie for 1883, part i, 
Ernst Fringsheim has an elaborate paper on the theoretical and 
practical aspects of Crooke’s radiometer. This ia followed by 
****** on Stakes 1 * law of fluorescence, by Ed. Hagenbach; on 


i special cases of crystallisation, by E. Lommel ; on the heat-con* 
ducting power of fluids, by L. Groetz: on the relation of specific heat 
in gases and vapours, by P. A. Miitier j on the constant result of 
internal friction and galvanicconductlon in relation to temperature, 
by L. Grossmann; and on A. Guebhard's proposed method Of 
determining equipotentiai lines, by Hugo Meyer. Part ii, con¬ 
tains papers by 0, Qrotian on the power of electric conduction 
of some cadmium and quicksilver Salts in liquid solutions; by 
W, C. Rontgen, on the change produced by electric power in 
the double fracture of quart* (continued in part iv.) ; by A. 
Kundt, on the optical character of quartz in the electric field; 
by H. Meyer, on the magnetising function of steel and nickle; 
by A. von Waltenhofen, on the history of recent dynamoelectric 
machine?, with some remarks on the determination of the work¬ 
ing powers of electromagnetic motors; by J. Wagner, on the 
tenacity of solutions of salts; by S. von Wroblewski, on the 
absorption of gases by fluids under high pressure ; by A, Schuller, 
on distillation iif vacuum ; by K. R. Koch, on the elasticity of 
crystals of the regular system ; by C. Bohn, on absolute masses; 
by E. Gerland, on the methods adopted by R. Kohlrausch in 
his researches in contact electricity. In part iii. papers are con¬ 
tributed by F. Neescn, on the specific heat of water; by E. 
Kelteler, on the conflicting theories of light (continued in part iv.); 
by W, G. Hank el, on the thermoelectric properties of helvine, 
mdlite, pyromorphite, miinetesitc, phenakite, pennine, strontia- 
nite, witherile, ceiussiie, tilanitc; by F. NiemtiUcr, on the 
dependence of the electromotor power of a reversible element on 
the pressure exercised on its fluidity ; by C. Tromme, on experi¬ 
mental researches in magnetism; by K. Vierordt, on sound 
measurement; by A. Ritter, on the constitution of goieous 
bodies ; by K. R. Koch, on a method of testing the micrometric 
screw. Part iv. contains papers hy F. Kohlrau ch, on the gal¬ 
vanic gauging of the surface coil of a wire bobbin ; by C. Tromme, 
on electrical research ; by M. Bflumeister, on the experimental 
investigation of torsion elasticity ; by E. Wiedemann, on thermo- 
chemical research ; by G. Kircbboff, on the theory of light 
radiation ; by W. Wundt, on sound measurement. 

Journal de la Physique, February.—On a spectroscope with 
great dispersion, by M. Conrn.—On the comparative observa¬ 
tion of telluric and metallic lines, as a mean* of observing the 
absorbent powers of the atmosphere, by the same.—Researches 
on the photometric comparison of differently coloured sources, 
and in particular on the comparison of different parts of tbe 
same spectrum, by MM. Mac<f de Lepinay and Nicati.—Ou 
electric shadows and various connected phenomena (second, 
article), by M. Righi. 

Verhandlungen der k.k. Zool^hotan. Gesellschafl in Wien, 
1882, Bd. xxxix. Heft 2 (March, 1883), contains Zoology.— 
Biological notes on some beetles belonging to the Dascyllidst and 
Parnidoc, by Tb. Beling.—On Platen’s ornithological collections 
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glands in some larvae, by Dr. Klemenaiewicz (Plates zi and 
22).—On new Hymenoptera, by Fr. Kohl (PI. ,23).—On the 
Myrmpcds of Austrian-IIungary and Sends, l>y Dr. R. Eatzel, 
■—Thebutterfly fauna of Surinam, v,, by H. B. MdSchler (Plates 
17 and 18),—On a new mite in tne inside of the quill feather* In 
the hen, by Dr. C. Ndmer (Plate* 19 and 20),—On a collection 
of birds from Central Africa, sent by Dr. E. Bey, by A* v, 
Felzeln.—On Psejapbidae and Scydmanid#, from Java, Borneo, 
and Central aud South America, by E. Reitter.—On /caria 
scudderi , by Dr, H. Weyeubergh. g 

The AUi of the Roman Accademia dei Lined for January uid 
February, 1883, contain* papers by E. Millouevieh, on the ingress ■ 
of Venus on the solar disk, December 6,1882 ; by A. Lugli, an 
the mean variation of temperature in Italy, a* affected by lati¬ 
tude and elevation; by A. Viola, on the relations of some physi* 
cal properties of gaseous bodies under constant pressure and Of 
constant bulk} by L. Pigorini, on barbaric statical* still existing 
in the Erailian provinces; by Tommesi-Crudeli, on tbe nekffc 
of tie Tre Fontane district, which appears not to bav* been 
beneficially afeeted by the Eucalyptus plantations ebewbete 
found so efficacious; by S. Taechhu, on meteoric dust and die 
chemical anstyus of the sands of the Sabaca t by the ««-n 
author, on Finlay’s comet and on the new asteroid £»aj) ft. 
covered on Febraaty i by Palisa; by S. Brioscbi, on the aim. 
btric relation* between the bypemlUptical functions offist 
order } by S. Ferrari, on the sedations between the mettade 
elements and someagricolttmi lutueu ter the pturtttoin Italy. 
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fit* BmduotUi of the Reale Istiluio Lombardo di ScUnte t 
XMUrt for February and March, iStit, contains papers by G. 
Ascoli, cm Irish glosses, especially those of the Ambrosian 
Codex) by M. E. E. Beltrami, on the theonr of magnetic layers; 
by 2 * Volta, on an unpublished drama of Luigi Ceretti; by G. 
A. Maggi, on the transmission of undulatory m ition, and espe¬ 
cially of luminous waves, from one isotropic medium to ^another ; 
by P; F. Denra, on the observations or the transit of Venu* 
made at the observatory of the Collegio Carlo Alberto in 
Moncalieri. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

London 

Royal Society, April 12,— 41 The principal cause of the large 
errors at present existing between the positions of the Moon, de¬ 
duced from Hansen's Tables and observation ; and the cause of 
an apparent increase in the secular acceleration in the Moon’s 
mean motion required by Hansen’s Tables, or of an apparent 
change in the time of the Earth’s rotation," by E. J. Stone, F. K. S, 

The errors in the lunar theory have been traced t *> the effects of 
changes in the unit of time which have, apparently unconsciously, 
been introduced, from time to time, into astronomy with changes 
in the adopted data. 

The argument is clearly seen by a consideration of the different, 
expressions for the longitudes of, what may be called, the mean 
(tun which have been adopted for the determination of the sidereal 
times at mean noon, 

If B, //, and V denote the longitudes of the mean sun accord¬ 
ing to Bessel, Ifansen, and Le Vcrrier, we have for 1850, 
January 1, Paris mean noon, + / 

/?-2*8o 46 36*12+ 1296027-618184/+0*0001221805 . / 2 
o 46 43*20+ 1296027 '674055/ + 0*0001106850 . / a 
V — 280 46 43*51 +1296027*678400/+o'oxm07^00 , B , 

In all these expressions the unit of time has been supposed to 
lie a Julian year of 365*25 mean solar days. The constant differ¬ 
ences 7 m, o 8 and 7"*39 in B~ff and //-f^are not unimportant, for 
they introduce abrupt changes in the record of time ; hut the 
differences in the coefficients of /and /* show that the same unit 
of time cannot have been adopted in these expressions. The 
measure of time must be continuous; let, therefore, 1 and {1 +x) 
be the units in B and //, 

then 1296027*618184. /+ 0*0001221805 /* 

= 1296027*674055/(1 + Jr) + 0*0001106850 /*( I + x)*. 

If, therefore, « = 1296027*674055 

^0:0001 *495$ : * 

ft * J M 

To reconcile B and //, therefore, Xmust contain a variable term. 
Similar remarks apply to the difference between B and K 

Now let N be the moon’s mean motion referred to l as the 
unit of time, and (A+ 9 A) the moon’s mean motion referred to 
(Y +x) as the unit of time, 

then (A+*.V) (i+x)^A, 

and | 0*055871,/-0*00001*4955./ 2 | 

=°"'747 • I -;)*• 

But Hansen determined his mean motion of the moon so as to 
ftrtee an agreement between bis theory and observations reduced 
with Best’s unit 1; and his tables, therefore, represented the 
observations well for many years, whilst I was adopted as the 
unit of time; but directly the unit of time was changed by the 
adoption either of H or P. then the effects of the erroneous 
determination of the mooirs mean motion by Hansen became 
apparent. . The change of error in longitude of Hansen’s Lunar 
Tables between 18641 When Le Varner’a Solar tables were 
ffi pted fa the Mbutical Almanac, and < 800 , amounts to more 

Thd effect of the change of unit is also shown in the com- 
parison of Le Vender 1 * Solar Tables with obeervation, but of 
omune oa£ty to about the thirteenth pm oftbeoafatint shown by 
w lama* Tables. The necessity of adopting some definite mitt 
ofhme by fixing the Constants in the expressioo for the longitude 
rfthemeau #an Is insisted upon.1 


If Z 0 + nj + Sf* is the expression adopted for the longitude 
of the mean sue, the quantities L# n m must never be 
changed. The correction 9 L t which from time to time may 
appear necessary to obtain the mean longitude of the Him from 
the longitude of die mean sun must not be allowed to change 
the adopted values of Z d , n& and £& The true longitude of the 
sun wilt then 

=* Z 0 + nrf + + periodic terms. 

It would appear that speculations respecting changes in the time 
of notation of the earth on its axis are at leant premature until 
the theories have been revised with a unit of time freed from 
changes of adopted constants which are at present inextricably 
mixed up with any effects which would result from a change in 
the time of rotation of the earth on its axis. 

The longitude of the mean sun when properly investigated, 
differs from the mean longitude of the sun by a secular term— 

0 ” 3 " 3 (is,)' 

As this difference has been usually negtectedin the determination 
of the sidereal time at mean moon, an error of about 

I 3 X °"' 3 II 3 - (j^o) 2 ’ ° f 4 *(100 ) 2 

has been thrown upon this secular acceleration of the moon’s 
mean motion. This accounts for the difference between Adam’s 
theoretical value, and that deduced from eclipse observations. 

Chemical Society, May 3.—Or. W. H. Perkin, president, 
in the chair.—The following papers were read On a new 
oxide of tellurium, by t>r. E. Divers and M. Shimosd. When 
the compound of sulphur trioxide and tellurium, discovered 
almost simultaneously by the authors and by Weber, h treated 
in a vacuum, sulphur dioxide is evolved and a new oxide of 
tellurium is formed containing one atom of tellurium to one 
atom of oxygen. The decomposition takes place between r8o° 
and 230°, The oxide is black, and quite stable at ordinary 
temperatures in dry air. No compound of this monoxide has 
yet been prepared, but in its properties it is essentially different 
from a mixture of tellurium aud dioxide.—On tellurium tuilph- 
oxide, by Dr. Divers and M. Shimosd. The authors prepared 
this compound by pouring sulphur trioxide on to tellurium finely 
powdered and dried. It was purified from sulphur trioxide by 
heating to 35 0 and exhausting with the Sprengel pump. It Ls a 
red amorphous solid, quite stable at ordinary temperatures In 
sealed tubes. When heated in a vacuum to 90“ it is changed 
into a bright fawn coloured modification.—On a new reaction of 
tellurium compounds, by Dr, Divers and M. Shimon. When 
sulphuric acid containing a small quantity of tellurium dioxide 
or sulphate in solution is jxmred into a hydrogen-generating 
apparatus, and the escaping hydrogen passed through a second 
portion of the telluretted sulphuric acid, a beautiful red colour, 
due to tellurium sulphoxide, is rapidly developed,—On a simple 
modification of the ordinary method for effecting the combustion 
of volatile liquids in Glaser’s furnace with the open tube, by 
Watson Smith. The author causes the end of the combustion 
tube to project from the furnace, and volatilises the liquid by 
gently warming the current of gas with a Bunsen burner.—On 
the production of ammonia from the nitrogen of minerals, by 
G. Beilny. The author gives the results obtained with typical 
oil and coal shales when distilled (1) at a low red heat, (2) at a 
low red heat in a current Of steam, (3) at a low red heat in a 
current of steam, the residual coke being afterwards subjected 
to the prolonged action of steam, so that a large portion of the 
coke is consumed and the nitrogen in it liberated as ammonia. 
Thus a sample of oil shale furnished by (r) 27 lbs. of nitrogen 
per ton as ammonia, by (a) 3*9 lbs., by (3) la'o lbs.—On the 
specific gravity of paraffin wax, solid, liquid, and in solution, 
by G. Beilby, 

Zoological Society, May t.—Prof. W. H, Flower, F.R.S., 
president, in the chair.—The Secretary read an extract from a 
letter addressed to him by Mr. W. L. Crowther, C.M.Z.S., 
respecting the possibility of obtaining living specimens of the 
Thylacine of Tasmania.—The Secretary exhibited, on behalf of 
Mr. H. Whitely, the skin of a Bird of Paradise {DifhyB 
lod& gulutmi) from the Island of Waigiou, which was believed 
to be the second example Of thi* rare species yet obtained.—The 
Secretanr exhibited a set of Radde’s international colour-scales, 
and explained the way ia which it was intended to be used.—A, 
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co»maaication was read from Mr. F. Moore, F.Z.S., containing 
the second part of a monograph of the sections I^nama ana 
Eupkxinat two groups of Diurnal Lepidoptera belonging to the 
<rob& joily Euplxma. The present paper contained the descrip- 


or decoration differs in the two great divisions of the animal 
kingdom—the Invertebrate and Vertebrata. Mr. Tylor pointed j 
out that the Jaw of emphasis, well known in architecture, was, 
in his opinion, applicable to natural history, and showed that 
the prominent characters of the animal are picked out in colour . 
in precisely the same manner whenever colour is present. He 
divided his subject into several sections, and exhibited illustra¬ 
tions of the more important families in coloured diagrams. —A 
communication was read from Dr. O. Boettger, of Frankfort- 
on-the-Main, containing the description of new species of land- 
shells of the genm Ctamilia from the Levant, collected by Vice- 
Admiral Spratt, F.R.S.—Mr. W. F. Kirby gave an account of 
a small collection of Hymenopterous and Dipterous insects 
obtained in the Timor-Laut group of islands by Mr, H. O. 
Forbes. 

Mathematical Society, May lo.—S. Roberts, F.R.S., vice- 
president, in the chair.—Prof. M. J. M. Hill, of the Mason 
College, Birmingham, was elected a member.—Prof. Cayley 
made a communication on Mr. Wilkinson's rectangular transfor¬ 
mation.—Mr. Tucker read abstracts of papers by Prof. Genese, 
relations between the common points and common tangents of 
two conics ; by Mr. W. 1 <. W. Roberts, on the motion of a 
particle on the surface of an ellipsoid ; and by Mr. K. A. 
Robcris, on unicursal twisted quartics, part ii. ; he aKo made a 
communication on two concentric circles. The circles con- 
B*dered were a circle which the auhor proposes to call the 
“Triplicate-Ratio*' (T.K.) circle and Brocard’s circle. If 
through a point within a triangle ABC (whose triiinear co¬ 
ordinates are 2 aA/n r, 2 bA/ic t 2 eAjx f where k stands for 
a 5 + ^‘ J + r 2 ), straight lines VPE l j EPF 1 , FPD 1 be drau n, 
then the circle D£> X EE X FF X is the T. R. circle. The origin 
of the name is due to the fact that the intercepts ou the sides 
(DD 1 , EE 1 , FF X ) are equal to a 8 /*» b*)*, €*/k respectively 
If A- =* 4 * £ 3 c a + and ju = A/*, then the triangles 

DEF y D x E 1 F 1 , which are equal to one another, and are similar 
to ABC. have their sides = na t fib, pc. The lengths D l E, 
E l F t F X D are equal to abc/tt, so that the perimeter of the 
Above-named hexagon is(a 8 +£ s + f 8 + 3<i£f)/«. Other curious 
properties were pointed out. If the angle BED be denoted by 
w, tnen cot u = cot A + cot B + cot C, and several other trigono¬ 
metrical relations were indicated. If through A % B,C lines are 
drawn parallel to the sides of DBF, D 1 E x F l , these by their 
intersections determine five of the points on Brocard’s circle, the 
other two Brocard points being P and IT (the centre of the 
circum-circle). Lastly the triiinear equations to the two circles 
were given, and it was shown that the two circles are concentric. 
The T.R. circle also divides each side into segments which are 
in the duplicate ratios of the sides.—The Rev. M, M, U. 
Wilkinson read a second paper on spherical functions. 

Geological Society, April a;.—Mr. J. W. Hulke, F.R.S., 
president, in the chair.—Rev. William Franklen Evans, Ernest 
Hall Hedley, and Henry James Plowright were elected Fellows, 
and Dr. J. S. Newberry, of New York, a Foreign Member of 
the Society.—The following communications were read i—On 
the skull of Mwabsaurus, by Prof. R. Owen, C.B., F.R.S. 
The specimens described in this communication were obtained 
by Edward Cletmnsliaw from the freestone of the Inferior Oolite 
near Sherborne (Dorset) from some blocks which had been 
quarried for building purposes. These were sent by him to the 
British Museum, where the remains have been developed. One 
block includes a great proportion of the right side of the facial 
part of the skull, the missing parts being the fore-end of the 
premaxillary, the suborbitel end of the maxillary, and the upper < 
hinder pointed termination of the same bone. Ten teeth are 
preserved in the maxillary bone. Another block contains the 
outer aide of the right mandibular ramus*with teeth and with 
some other fragments. In a third block is the anterior part of 
the left mandibular ramus with portions of the teeth. These ; 
remains were described in detail; and in conclusion the author 
discussed the bearing of these and other Mega lo saurian remains 1 
upon our knowledge of the structure of that animal and its affinity I 
to existing RcptUia, and criticised f.ome of the evidence on which I 


] the relationship of the Dinosauria to birds is inferred* a reU- 
j tionship which he had suggested in ttyt, but upon grounds 
which appeared to him to be more satisfactory.—Notes on the 
Bagshot sands, by Mr. H- W. Monckton, F.G.S.—Additional 
note on boulders of hornblende picrite near the western coast of 
Anglesey, by Prof. T. 0 , Bonney, F.R*S. 

Institution of Civil Engineers, April 8 . —Mr. Brunlees, 
president, in the chair.—The paper read was “On the Diamond 
Fields and Mines of South Africa/* 

Edinburgh 

Mathematical Society, May it.—Mr. J. S. Mackay, 
F.R.S.E., president, in the chAir. —Mr. D. Munn, F.R.S.E., 

B tve an address on the geometry of the nine-point circle, and 
r. C, G. Knott, F.R.S,E., a paper on Newton’s “Optlcks/* 

Berlin 

Physical Society, April 30.—Dr. Pringsheim reported on 
his recently published measurements of the wave-lengths of the 
least refractive rays of the solar spectrum. In order to obtain 
them he used a radiometric torsion apparatus, similar to those 
used by Crookes, which carried a small mirror by which the 
revolution of the torsion beam caused by the ray could be 
observed. The source of li^ht v ere solar rays reflected into a 
dark room by a heliostat, first united in a focus by a concave 
mirror, then rendered parallel and directed upon a revolvable 
grating-mirror, which produced a whole series of spectra. The 
various divisions of the first spectrum were directed upon the 
torrion-apparatus by means of a slit, and it was noted up to 
what wave-length the mirror still performed part of a revolution. 

In order to exclude the visible rays of the second spectrum which 
were mixed with the infra-red ones of the first spectrum, and 
prevent their reaching the torsi on-apparatus, Dr. Pringsheim cut 
them off partly by an iodine solution, partly by an ebonite plate 
according to Ahney. The extreme limit of the spectrum where 
an effect was still olwerved was at ihe wave-length A—o*ooi$2mm. 
—Prof. Neeseu reported upon a treatise entitled '*On the Con¬ 
tractions of Volume as a Measure of Chemical Affinities/* sent 
to the Society for publication in its Iransatfwm by Herr Muller 
Erzhach of Bremen, He shows in a number of salt* formed by 
selenic and chromic acids that in chemical combination a stronger 
contraction of volume corresponds to a greater chemical affinity, 
and is shown in the heat generated when the combination takes 
place; while in those salts which show a s-mailer contraction, 
acid and base are bound together by less powerful affinity. 
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SCIENCE AND ART 1 
£ stated in out article last week that we should 
take an early opportunity of noticing some of the 
pictures in this year’s Academy, with especial reference 
to the points which we then mentioned. The following 
notes are a fulfilment of that promise. It is to be under¬ 
stood that only those pictures which illustrate, either by 
their perfection or their defects, the points in question 
have been referred to. The pictures have been classified 
according to the particular class of natural phenomena 
which they portray. 

Sky Colour 

2. M Homewards,” Win. J. Monkhouse Rowe. Sky 
not zoned ; impossible colour of clouds. Perhaps our 
word zoned requires some little explanation. When the 
sun is at such an altitude above the horizon that the blue 
rays are absorbed, and there begins to be colour on cloud 
and sky, then the sky at the same altitude is always of 
the same colour, and the colours gradually modulate from 
the warmest at bottom to the coolest at top. These 
remarks with regard to the sky have, of course, nothing 
whatever to do with the clouds, but whatever the colour 
of the clouds may be, and this will depend upon various 
conditions, any true clouds, however they may be 
coloured, shown on the picture at the same altitude, 
will be surrounded by the same sky colour, even if 
the intensity differs in consequence of different distances 
from the sun’s place. For instance, if a painter chooses to 
put a bright green sky at 5° or io° elevation on the right 
of his picture, and then paints a blue sky at the same ele¬ 
vation above the horizon on the left, he is showing some¬ 
thing which is impossible : his picture is not perfectly 
zoned. 

76, “ Welbourne Hall, Yorkshire” H. A. Olivier. Sky 
well zoned, but its reflection from water too intense. 
Reflection will naturally lower the tone of the reflected 
light, but, all the same, this difference may not come out 
very strongly, for the reason that the reflection is most 
frequently and necessarily shown in a darker part of the 
picture, So that although by mere contrast the tone 
seems lowered, it will yet appear to be brighter than the 
tone seen in the region of more general illumination. 

132. “To Pastures New,” James Guthrie. Sky of 
impossible colour. 

121. “Freshening,” A. Harvey Moore. Sky and sea 
both admirable. 

157. “Currie, Isle of Arran” John MacWhirter, A. 
Sky admirable; water a little doubtful. It is also not 
level. 

218. “The Dogana and the Island of San Giorgio, 
Venice,* 1 Frank Diilon. Sky colour and water reflection 
good. 

233* "After Sundown,” Frances R. Bions. Excellent 
fti «ky colour, but toning might have been more perfect. 

24a- " Superstition/’ Everton Sainsbury. Good and 
bold afcy colour, especially the red, but the sky is too ! 
omch worked to resemWe cloutl | 

246. "^atonjB, M 4. CtedesiiJg, jttlt Good, and forms 
<tfckaids ^uite eaccetleniu 1 

v‘V d" 1 1 Coritt&uwl fitoift p, 51, 1 -i' 1 | 

V<>1* 30WJH.—NO. 768 


247. “The Forgotten Sheaf/’ F. & Walker. Zoning 
gone wrong; green never rests on white, nor on gray. 

269, “ And the Unclean Spirits went out of the Swine/ 1 
Briton Riviere, R.A. Bold and perfect sky and clouds. 

297. 4 * Windsor/’ Vicat Cole, R.A. Might have been 
more evenly zoned. 

315. "A Mortally Wounded Bandit Chief Exhorting 
his Comrades to Return to an Honest Living/ J. R. 
Herbert, R.A. There is no relation' between the light, 
the colour of the sky, and that of the landscape. 

327. u Grouse-driving on Bowes Moor, Yorkshire/ 1 
George Earl. It is difficult to understand by what 
means the sky to the left is illuminated. 

331. “ Carting for Farmer Pengelly," J. C. Hook, R.A- 
Sky and clouds admirable ; green on the cliff very striking. 

371. " A Silent Pool/ 1 Fred. E. Bodkin. A slight change 
in the colour of the clouds would make this an admirable 
picture. 

394. “November,” E. A, Walton. Let us hope this is 
not true sky colour. Far too deep a green, and there is 
no reason why the clouds at the top of the picture should 
not be as intense in their lower portions as the mass of 
cumulus on the horizon. 

398. “ Ben Ray,” H. W. B. Davis, R.A. There is not 
sufficient relation between the colour of the sky and the 
colour of the landscape. (Compare 702.) 

700. “Trabacolo Unloading at the Custom House, 
Venice,” Clara Montalba. The sky colour is wrong. 
There could have been no green where the artist has 
placed it. 

702. "At Kinlochewe,” H. W. B. Davis, R.A. (compare 
398). In this case the sky is wedded to the landscape, 
and we have a perfect and harmonious whole beautifully 
luminous. 

713. “A Summer Evening, Folkestone,” W. A)erst 
Ingram. Nearly perfect zoning of cloudless sky, but the 
reflection from the water has been a little too much toned 
down perhaps, 

773. “Winnowing Gleanings,” H. Gillard Glindoni. 
Sky and seascape both admirable. 

,826. “The Boundary of the Heath,” J. C. Harrison. 
Careful study of sky. Bank of trees against it very 
effective. 

793, “ Rochester from the River/ Charlie W. Wyllie. A 
pleasing picture—both sky and water good. 

1438. “Leaving Labour/ E. B. Stanley Montefiore. 
Impossible green sky. 

1503. “Lost Sheep/ Robert Page. It is a pity this 
artist takes the trouble to paint a sky, because it is 
evident he does not know the difference between sky and 
clouds. 

1483. "A Spanish Aqueduct/* Adrian Stokes. Note 
colour of sky and landscape and effect of heat under 
tropical sun. 

Clouds 

225, “On Solway Sands/ Thomas Hope M‘Lachlan. 
Blue clouds, 

357. 14 $tiU Water* run Deep,” George Chester. The 
clouds in thispicture are hideous in form and impossible 
in colour* 

339 * (i Night ihto Day/ Vincent P. Yglesais, This may 
he a view in Mare, It is fortunately impossible here- 

577 * u Ry«* Sussex/^ Leslie Thompson, A new kind 

K 
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of cloud is here represented, one resembling mashed 
potatoes, 

6ba* “A Calm—Bay of Naples,” F. W. Jackson. Good 
study, 

1461. “Between the Showers,” Henry Moore. Good 
study of cloud s. 

Distance and Atmosphere 

379, “Gathering the Flock/' H. W. B. Davis, R.A. 
Perfect distance, toning carefully preserved, and the 
picture is free from the exaggeration which one so often 
laments. The illumination of the sheep is, however, too 
local. 

321. “Highlands and Lowlands/' William Linnell. 
Admirably managed distance. 

479, “ Light in the West: After Rain/' Alfred W. Wil¬ 
liams. The artist seems to have too strongly contrasted 
the peaks against the sky. The peaks though high are 
really distant, and hence there is atmosphere between us 
and them. 

96. “ Snowdon," Joseph Knight. Everything that could 
be desired. 

255. “ Llyn-yr-Adar on the Adder’s Pool, Carnarvon¬ 
shire/’ J. W. Oakes, A. This is the picture referred to at 
length in the preceding article. We repeat that it is a 
pity the author did not study the rainbow before he 
attempted to paint it. 

843. “ Spring Time at Tillietudlam Castle, Lanarkshire/’ 
David Murray. The effect of sunshine on grass is here 
carefully rendered, but there is a little too much colour in 
the delicate clouds in the centre of the picture. 

Sunsets 

98. “Parting Day/' B. W. Leader, A. Careful study, 
rifts admirably attempted, but the treatment of them is 
not quite perfect, especially on the right of the picture. 
As a rule the clouds must be lower down than they are 
here represented to give the effect sought to be rendered. 

Note on Rifts. —These rifts, which have attracted the 
attention of Mr. Leader, are only possible when the 
air is very densely charged with aqueous vapour, for 
the reason that they are a projection upon the distant 
sky of a cylinder, less illuminated than the surrounding 
air, owing to the interposition of a cloud low down in 
the atmosphere. Now, as whatever the condition of 
the air may be it must obviously get more dense as the 
earth is approached; the lower the cloud the stronger will 
be the rift, and the more the cylinder of shadow is directed 
to the point overhead the more definite will be the rift, for 
the reason that along the line of sight the greatest distance 
will then be in shadow. We are really in such a case 
dealing with a partial eclipse of a long column of air, and 
as at any one place the conditions of the atmosphere at 
the same time will be almost, if not quite, identical, if 
rifts produced by clouds are shown on one side of the 
picture, the other side of the picture should show rifts 
produced in like manner. This we think is a point which 
Mr. Deader has very pardonably missed. The reflection 
of the clouds in the water is not quite true. 

164. “ Sunset Fires/' John Mac^hirter, A, This 
picture is spoiled because the artist has made no db* I 
tinction between the colours of the sky and of the clouds* 

399, “ At Last I * Fred* C. Cotman. Sunset and water 
reflection; a beautiful picture. 


1471. “An Autumn Evening/' B. W. Leader, A* Thi* 
is a very fair sunset sky, but a little too cool in colour, and 
the reflection in the water is not good. There is however 
a careful bit of painting in the why In which the top of 
the cumulus is reflected over die bridge. 

Moons, &c. 

214. “ Tipt with Eve's Latest Gleam of Burning Red," 
James S. Hill. It is quite impossible that such a moon 
should be at such a height at sunset, besides which the 
moon is more shapeless than she should look under the 
given cloud conditions. 

232. “Too Late/’Frank Dicksee, A. Every thing about 
this picture when we leave the figures, with which we are 
not at present concerned, is wrong. We have an impos¬ 
sible moon in an impossible sky. The artist has attempted 
to paint the old moon in the new moon’s arms, one of the 
most beautiful natural phenomena visible after sunset, 
but by a strange fatality almost every point where science 
could have assisted the artist has been neglected. As is 
known to many children, the appearance of the complete 
body of the moon on such an occasion as this, when only a 
very thin crescent is illuminated by the sun, depends upon 
the fact that the earth reflects light to the moon, hence 
the term “earth shine,” the equivalent of “la lumi&re 
cendrde” of the French. Under these conditions we have 
in fact a thin crescent illuminated by direct sunlight, 
whilst the rest of the moon is illuminated by light re¬ 
flected from the earth. One of the points of this earth 
illumination which Mr. Dicksee has entirely missed is 
this, that the earth-light must be equally distributed over 
the whole surface of the moon which it illuminates. 
Sunlight reflected from the earth to the moon, and then 
reflected back again from the moon to the earth, must 
be quite general in its action, and must equally light 
up each part of the lunar surface. Hence the abso¬ 
lutely equable illumination which is always seen, but 
which this picture fails to show. The fact that the old 
moon thus illuminated appears to rest in the new 
moon's arms depends upon irradiation, by the opera¬ 
tion of which a thing very brilliantly illuminated looks 
larger than when it is dimly illuminated. That part 
of the moon, therefore, which shines by the brilliant light 
of the sun, appears to belong to a larger body than that 
part which receives its less brilliant illumination from the 
earth. This appearance is so obvious that it has given rise 
to the old world illustrations, in which the “old” moon is 
represented as in a boat, because in fact the two horns of 
the crescent moon extend beyond the old moon as we 
have said, and appear to form part of a larger circle* 
This point also Mr. Dicfcsee has entirely ihi&sed. What; 
we have to say touching the colour of the sky is, 
that neither Mr. Dicksee, nor any one else, ever saw 
such a colour as he has painted to indicate the place of 
sunset At such a height above the horizon 4 green 
colour is impossible, ft must either be red, or yellow, or 
grey, according to the state of the atmosphere ait. the 
time* We have ventured to speak thus at length with 
reference to this picture, because we consider it a very 
typical case, and surely Mr* Dicksee, when he becomes 
acquainted with the facts to which wre have -dwrtw 
attention, and as to which there can, we believe, be 
no dispute, will regret that he should have disfigured his 
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picture by disregarding them. Had these things been 
correctly painted the picture would have been just as 
beautiful to the ignorant as it is at present, whilst it would 
have had the additional advantage of being also pleasing 
to look upon by those who can in its present form only 
regard it with regret. It may be said that these are 
simple matters, Be it so. Simple or not they are 
typical, and that is the point we wish to urge. 

260, “The Ides of March,” E. J. Poynter, R.A. The 
comet is admirably rendered, but does not the little lamp 
give out rather too much light ? 

697. “ The Dawn of Night/’ Richard Whatly West. 1 1 is 
not easy to understand this picture, as the title of it 
is “ The Dawn of Night ” ; but if we have the moon rising 
then the sky is far too dark, 

807. “ Can He Forget ? ” Edward H. Fahey. This artist 
is to be congratulated on his moon. He has painted it so 
that any one with a very simple calculation can determine 
that he is quite wrong. If the young lady asking the 
interesting question had had a crown in her hand, the 
coin would have covered the real moon. She herself 
would hardly cover the false one. So, to one who knows, 
it looks like Nadar’s balloon without the netting being 
inflated. Further, each part of the moon when she rises is 
generally under the same atmospheric conditions, so that 
such a variation in its illumination as is here shown is almost 
impossible unless a definite cloud is darkening its surface, 
and no such cloud is here to be seen. 

888. “Moonlight/* Robert Jobling, It would have 
been better if in this moonlight scene the artist had dis¬ 
criminated more between the clouds and their back¬ 
ground the sky, 

546. “ Moonlight Bay, Milford Haven/* F. W. Meyer. 
Very careful study of moonlight 

Water 

28. “ Catching a Mermaid/’J. C. Hook, R.A. Colour 
and forms of waves, and swirl and dash on rocks, good. 

133 - u Wind against Tide: Rillage Point, Ilfracombe/* 
J. Geo. Naish. Sea and sky excellent in the distance; 
water a little weak in foreground, both as to colour and 
forms of waves. 

202, “Oyster Dredgers,” C. Napier Henry. Water in 
this picture is not level, 

281. “ High Tide at Kynance, Cornwall,” Sidney R. 
Percy, The wave at the left is being forced back by 
nothing, and is altogether too solid. 

282. “A Rising Gale: Dunbar Sands, Padstow, Corn¬ 
wall/’ Waiter J. Shaw. Very bold low front view of 
breaking waves. Reflection good. 

3or. “The Gull Rock: off Kynance Cove, Cornwall/ 1 
Edmund Gill. Colour and form of water quite admirable. 

4 ^ 7 * u A Travelling Cobbler,” Joseph Henderson. 
Cdltmr of water very true to nature. The distant land 
deserved more careful painting. 

498. “The Last of the Crew/* Briton Riviere, R.A. 
This ice is a careful study of form and colour, 

495 * 4t A fisherman’s Garden,^Theodore Hines. Water 
not level 

7 n. “The Sad Sea Wave/' John Francis Faed 
Colour of water very brilliant. 

$ 9 S * ** Lobster Fishers/' Colin Hunter. Form of waves 
reftd study* 

TT& u & Haven/' C E. Hofloway. Note colour of 


water and form of waves. The artist should say where 
this Haven is, that it may be avoided by all who love the 
beautiful. 

809. “ Welsh Dragons," John Brett, A. Note colour of 
water and rocks. Mr. Brett is again quite perfect in his 
treatment, but we rather doubt the colour of some of the 
cumuli that float over the sea, and also their sharp 
darkened boundaries. 

145. “Adrift/* R. C. Leslie. An admirable study of 
water, far too good to be skied. 

Reflection 

36. “Love Lightens Toil/* J. C. Hook, R.A, The 
reflection from the water has not been carefully studied. 
Does not the green of the grass come too low down to 
the water ? The water, too, is not level. Current indicated. 

86. “A Quiet Noon/* Peter Graham, R.A. The reflec¬ 
tion of the clouds from water is not quite in accordance 
with their form; the clouds themselves are admirable. 

83. “The Enchanted Lake,** Albert Goodwin, Careful 
study of reflection. The artist has left out what most 
artists would incontinently have put in, but there are 
several blunders; for instance, it is the under side of the 
umbrella which should have been reflected, and not the 
upper one, and the colours of the objects reflected are too 
entirely lost, as if the reflection were from the bottom of 
the enchanted lake instead of from its surface. The 
artist’s idea has evidently been that there have been two 
transmissions of the light through the water, in conse¬ 
quence of which its original colour has been lost. This 
cannot have been so. 

123. “ On the Marshes/' Percy Belgrave. The ordinary 
laws of reflection do not seem to apply in this case. 

162. “ Loch Scavaig, Isle of Skye/' Sidney R. Percy. 
Even if the moon had not been veiled by a cloud we could 
not get this effect, nor with such rough water would the 
wake alone have been so illuminated; we should have 
had side reflections as well. 

168. “Loch Alsh,” Colin B. Philip. Good; distance 
and water reflection carefully managed 

3$6. “ Among the Trawlers, Tarbert, Loch Fyne/' 
Andrew Black. Reflection from water very admirably 
managed. 

508. “ Green Pastures and Still Waters/* B. W. Leader, 
A. The reflected images of the trees in the distance are 
about one and a half times as long as the trees themselves. 
Still water does not magnify the height of objects when 
they are reflected in it. One of the branches of the tree 
to the left has also considerably suffered by the reflecting 
process. 

648. “A North Country Stream/* Alfred W. Hunt. 
Very perfect study of water, the light reflected by the 
surface being mingled with that coming from the bottom. 

688. “ Willows Whiten, Aspens Quiver,” Keeley Hals- 
welle. Admirable landscape and water, but the colour 
and shapes of the clouds are unsatisfactory, and the 
picture would be better without them. 

1509. “A Pebbled Shore/* Colin Hunter. Note the 
way in which the cumuli are reflected from the waves 
beneath them. Glorious picture. 

> 493 * “ Toil, Glitter, Grime, and Wealth on a Flowing 
Tide/' W. L. Wyllie. An admirable picture, but we 
question whether the artist is justified in getting such a 
brilliant reflection from the surface of the water to the 




76 


NATURE 


{May 24. i8$| 


left, where the sky as indicated does not appear to be a 
very luminous one. 

143. . . . these Yellow Sands,” John Brett, A. In 

this admirable picture, in # which the sea and sky are quite 
perfect, Mr. Brett has attempted some difficult effects. 
More transparent water has never been seen on a canvas, 
and the colour of the yellow sand at its bottom is beauti¬ 
fully mingled with the light reflected from its surface. 

626. " Sounding for Shallows at Low Nile,” Tristram 
Ellis. A bold attempt at reflection in the Nile water, 
but, as a matter of fact, the real colour is not so entirely 
subordinated by reflection. 

Snowstorms 

764. “The Joyless Winter Day,” Joseph Farquharson. 
The storm must have been very considerate to the artist. 
In spite of the driving blast there is not a single snow¬ 
flake to be seen in the first twenty yards. 


THE LIVING ORGANISMS OF THE 
ATMOSPHERE 

Les Organismes vtvattts de VAtmosphere. Par M. P. 

Miquel, Docteur bs Sciences et Docteur en Mddecine, 

Chef du Service micrographique h l’Observatoire de 

Montsouris, (Paris; Gauthier-Villars, 1883.) 

OS occidit aer quam gladtus % such is the main idea 
contained and explained in M. Miquel’s very able 
and interesting book. If the modem theories are true, it 
must be certainly conceded that although the sword and 
gun are very murderous tools, air is yet more so. But on 
the other hand one may say of our atmosphere's mur¬ 
derous propensities what a French writer said when he 
was told that coffee was a poison : “ Well, it may be a 
poison to be sure, but it must be a very slow one ; I have 
been indulging in it for over fifty years.” In fact, if 
Voltaire and many other men took too much of it, it 
began to tell on them only very late. Taking it for 
granted that coffee is murderous, it must be also granted 
that it is not always so. Such is also the case of the 
atmosphere we live in. 

The influence of infinitely small organisms contained 
in the air and water, as well as in the body of man and 
animals, can no longer be denied, at least, in a general 
manner. Certainly much remains to be done to bring 
the Microbe Theory to the point it must attain ; many 
inconsistencies and discrepancies yet interfere with its 
general harmony; but Davaine’s and Pasteur’s experi¬ 
ments and discoveries have certainly opened new ways in 
science. 

Now that it is granted that the organisms alluded to 
are to be found and may thrive in the air, it is interesting 
to know what these are, how abundantly they may be 
found in the atmosphere, and by what means they may 
be captured and experimented upon. To these im¬ 
portant questions M. Miquel answers in a very precise 
and interesting manner. 

It is not a difficult thing to detect the corpuscles con¬ 
tained in the atmosphere; a mere'sunbeam in a room 
shows hundreds of them dancingin the light. But it is 
less easy to ascertain the nature of these little atoms; 
great skill is required to do that. Some are vegetable, 

, some are mineral, some are animal 

M. G. Tissandier has established that a great quantity 


of mineral atoms is Contained in the atmosphere; the 
most interesting of these are meteoric iron melted into 
the form of little globules. Some infusoria are also to 
be found, but bit3 of wool and silk, pollen and spores are 
more abundant. As one may easily believe, all these 
corpuscles are Less abundant in the atmosphere after a 
fall of rain. For instance, M. Tissandier finds in a cubic 
metre of air 0 02 3 gramme of dust after a rainless week ; 
o’oofi gramme the day after a heavy rain. 

The description given by M. Miquel of the numerous 
instruments contrived by himself and by others to col¬ 
lect the corpuscles contained in the air is good and 
interesting, but is not easily condensed. Another very 
important chapter of this book is that concerning the 
nature and origin of the atfrial corpuscles among which 
pollen, flour, and spores are most abundant. For 
instance, the number of spores to be found in a cubic 
metre of air is about 14,200. But this number changes 
very much according to the season. In winter the mean 
number is 6200 ; in spring, it is 13,000; in summer, 
28,000 ; in autumn, 9800. The reason of these variations 
is easy to understand. 

However abundant spores and pollen, woollen and silk 
threads may be in the air, that is a question of little im¬ 
portance when compared with that of the presence of bac¬ 
teria in the atmosphere. Bacteria are to be found, often in 
great quantity, in the air. Generally speaking, according 
to M. Miquel’s experiments and observations, bacteria 
are more abundant when the weather is dry ; the reverse 
is to be observed concerning spores of inferior cryptogams. 
The direction of the prevailing wind has much to do with 
the number of bacteria found in the air. M. Miquel 
shows, by means of a diagram, how the air having passed 
through part of Paris, before coming to the Montsouris 
Observatory, contains more bacteria than that which 
passed only over the suburbs and country around the town. 
South winds bring from 42 to 77 bacteria to a cubic 
metre of air; northern ones bring from 108 to 153. 
Other experiments give the same results. M. Miquel 
draws from his numerous experiments the conclusion that 
the air in Paris contains nine or ten times more bacteria 
than does that outside of the fortifications or dose to 
them. For instance, in the Rue de Rivoli, M. Miquel 
finds an average number of 760 bacteria in autumn, 410 
in winter, 940 in spring, and 920 in summer; that is, a 
mean annual number of 750 bacteria per cubic metre ot 
air. At Montsouris the mean annual number is 75. The 
minimum number found by M, Miquel is 45 (winter 
1882); the maximum is 3000 (summer 1881) bacteria per 
cubic metre. 

In hospitals, the air contains a much greater quantity 
of bacteria, as might be expected; the cubic metre con¬ 
tains an average of five or six thousand ! In some cases 
M. Miquel has found ten, even sixteen, twenty-one, and 
twenty-eight thousand bacteria per cubic metre of air* 
These last numbers are stupendous* 

These bacteria in the air, liable every moment to 
penetrate into our lungs and body, are of many sorts. 
Some are spherical,—the sphere-bacteria ; they generally 
have no power of locomotion; some are coloured red 
or yellow. M. Miquel remarks that although same 
of these bacteria must exert a pathogenetic acdon, 
he has not been able to produce any disease in ani- 
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male by means of these organisms. It may be that 
the atmosphere kills these bacteria, it may be that tbe 
animals experimented upon were not liable to catch the 
disease ; at all events it would seem that no pathogenetic 
bacteria are to be found in the air. This is a very im¬ 
portant conclusion, but it is not yet sufficiently supported 
by facts. How could scarlet fever, measles, and other 
diseases be brought by a physician from a patient to a 
healthy person if the bacteria could not resist the action 
of the air for some time ? 

Other bacteria present a more elongated shape : they 
are called badiries en batonnets . They generally move 
about, sometimes very slowly, sometimes with great 
rapidity, in various manners, when they are allowed to re¬ 
main in a suitable liquid. M. Mlquel has remarked that 
one of these bacteria converts sulphur into hydrosulphuric 
acid in a very energetic manner; together with another 
similar bacterium it is the principal agent that converts 
urine into sulphuret of ammonia. M. Miquel cannot 
say exactly as to the presence of pathogenetic bacteria in 
the atmosphere, nor especially as to their precise nature 
and modus faciendi. 

Bacilli are also to be found in the atmosphere ; they 
may be long or short ; the less they move about the 
longer they become. One of these bacilli resembles very 
much the Bacillus amylobactcr (van Tieghem). Another 
one seems pathogenetic; it brings on, in animals, a 
phlegmon that generally terminates—as is the custom of 
most phlegmons—in suppuration. Of course many other 
pathogenetic bacilli perhaps exist in the atmosphere, but 
that question has not been specially discussed by M. 
Miquel. He shows very well how considerable an influ¬ 
ence the rainfall exerts on tbe number of the bacteria 
contained in the air. Temperature has little to do with 
this as diagrams show; rain on the contrary has a great 
effect. As soon as the weather becomes dry the number 
ot the bacteria increases; when it is rainy this number 
fells rapidly. This result is one of the most important 
among those M. Miquel has attained, inasmuch as this 
savant shows that rainy periods are those during which 
the bacteria multiply. 

If the number of these organisms is consider¬ 
able in the air we breathe every day, one thing 
must however console us in some degree. If these 
bacteria are murderous, they are somewhat like the 
coffee; they kill very slowly in most cases. Many 
of them must each day come into our lungs and body, 
and yet we feel none the worse for it generally, This 
does not mean that they are not dangerous; it means 
only that they are not always able to act a dangerous 
part. For what reason, we know not yet Typhoid fever, 
cholera, yellow fever, measles, scarlet fever, and a great 
many other diseases are contagious; but all persons who 
live with patients suffering from either of these diseases do 
hot catch them. Most doctors and medical students do 
not catch any contagious disease in the hospitals, and yet 
they doubt not tbe nature and danger of these diseases. 

Whatever opinion one may entertain as to the Microbe 
Theory, it must be admitted that M, Miqud's book 
ifr exceedingly useful and weU arranged* M, Miquel 
unde rstands the matter thoroughly, and his book will 
Woife# be much read abroad, as it has been in France, 
.O' ©a Vakigny 


ANIMAL TECHNOLOGY 

Animal Technology as Allied to the Domestic Cat An 
Introduction to Human, Veterinary, and Comparative 
Anatomy. By Burt G. Wilder, B.S., M.D., and Simon 
H, Gage, B.S. (New York and Chicago : A. S. Barnes 
and Co,, 1882.) 

ES 5 RS. BURT WILDER AND GAGE are not 
the first anatomists to employ the domestic cat as 
an introduction to the study of vertebrate anatomy. In 
i88r Mr. St. George Mivart published an elaborate 
treatise on the Cat, as a type for examination and com¬ 
parison with other vertebrates; and as far back as 1845 
M. Straus'Durckheim issued his well-known work in the 
French language on this animal. 

The book now before us differs however in its scope 
and mode of treatment from its English predecessor. It 
is not like Mr. Mivart’s, a systematic treatise on the 
anatomy of the cat, both macroscopic and microscopic, 
with chapters on its development, psychology, specific 
forms, geographical distribution, &c. But it is a practical 
treatise written with the object of instructing the student 
in the methods of dissecting and displaying the structure 
of this animal. 

As preliminary to the anatomical description, the 
authors have written some short chapters on the instru¬ 
ments employed in dissecting, the modes of using them, 
the methods of injecting, and the preparation and preser¬ 
vation of anatomical specimens, so as to justify the title 
of Anatomical Technology given to the book. We would 
especially direct attention to the sections on the macera¬ 
tion of bones and the preparation of skeletons as furnish¬ 
ing the young anatomist with useful hints on the^e 
subjects. 

Those who are familiar with the papers on Anatomical 
Nomenclature by Prof. Wilder in the American Journal 
Science, and elsewhere, will not be surprised to find that 
he has in this work again enunciated his views on Ter¬ 
minology, and adopted many but little used, as well as 
new terms in his descriptions. There can be no doubt 
that the terms used in anatomical description in many 
instances would be improved by being altered. No one 
who is engaged in the comparative study of the anatomy 
of the human body, with that of other vertebrates, but 
must constantly feel a difficulty in the use of the terms 
employed to express position. He has ever to keep in 
mind that a surface which is superior in man is anterior 
in any other vertebrate, and that a surface which is 
posterior in man is superior in vertebrates generally. 
Hence such terms as dorsal and ventral, cephalic and 
caudal, are much to be preferred to express corresponding 
surfaces throughout the vertebrata, whatever may be their 
direction, than posterior, anterior, inferior, superior. If 
indeed the recommendations made by the Edinburgh 
anatomist, Dr. Barclay, in the early part of this century, 
had been attended to, then anatomical description would 
by this time have been on a much more satisfactory ba&is 
that* it is. The delay and difficulty in effecting the 
necessary reforms are .largely due to the works on human 
anatomy having been for the most part written by men, 
who are specialists in that department only, and have not 
had a wide and philosophical training in the whole sub. 
Sect. The introduction, however, of biological study into 
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the scheme of a general education! and the publication of 
inch books, a& the one now before us, as guides to a 
practical knowledge of the structure of animals, will 
break up the conservatfve instincts of the purely human 
anatomists, and will lead in time to the adoption of a 
more scientific nomenclature. 

To turn now to the descriptive part of this book. The 
impression we have derived from its perusal leads us to 
say that it is well adapted to the purpose for which it has 
been written. The authors have evidently studied the 
anatomy of the cat, not from the dissection of a single 
animal, but from numerous specimens. The methods of 
displaying structure, and preserving the parts for future 
observation and study are workmanlike and practical. 
The descriptions are clear and concise. Though at times 
terms are employed, such as ectal for external, ental for 
internal, trochiter for the great tuberosity of the humerus, 
and trochin for the lesser tuberosity, which are novel, 
and at first require a little thought to gather their mean¬ 
ing, they soon become familiar, and without doubt conduce 
to give clearness and accuracy to the description. 

We ought not to omit to say that, as preliminary to the 
description of the cat’s brain, the authors give an account 
of the dissection of the brain of the frog and the 
Menobranchus, 

The work is illustrated with 130 figures in the text, and 
with four lithographed plates of the brain of the cat. The 
plates are neatly executed ; but the figures in the text are 
in many cases coarse and inartistic. Surely in the United 
States, where the art of engraving on wood, as is shown 
in the illustrations to Scribner’s and other monthly maga- 
xines, has attained such a high order of excellence, the 
authors ought to have been able to procure a draughtsman 
and woodcutter who could represent muscles, more like 
nature, than is given in say Figs. 66, 67, and 7 2. 

OUR BOOK SHELF 

Magyarorszdg Asvdnyai , Kitionos tekintettd termohelyeik j 
megdllapitdsdra. (The Minerals of Hungary y with 
Special Regard to the Determination of their Occur - | 
rentes.) By Michael Tdth, S.J., Professor at the , 
Gymnasium, Kalocsa. (Budapest, 1882*) 1 

We have here a contribution to science which reaches us 
from the far east of Europe, from Hungary. The author 
has aimed at nothing less than to give a complete cata- | 
Ipgue of all the minerals that occur in that country, 1 
noting the exact place of the occurrence of each, and j 
adding such statistical and other information as may enable 
the reader to form a judgment as to the economic value of 
the subject of the article. Special attention is given to 
such minerals as are of recent discovery or of such im- 
ortance as to be likely to affect the future history of the 
istrict in which they are found. 

Prof. Tdth is, we believe, the first writer who has j 
attempted a complete account of the minerals of Hungary. 
His work would have been more widely useful had he 
seen fit to employ some language that is more widely 
known than his native Hungarian. But in the case of a 
work like this, which consists largely of names of places 
and of those technical names* of species which are 
common to all the civilised world, the unfamiliar tongue 
does not render the book altogether useless. The author 
would seem to have looked forward to his work being 
used in England, for he has prefixed an English title- 
page, and frequently infers to the collections in the 
British Museum and the Museum of Practical Geology. 


LETTERS TO THE $BiTQR 

\Tho Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions exprmed 
by kis correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return i 
or to correspond with the writers of } rejected manuscripts* 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications . 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their tetter* 
as short as possible . The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting ana novel facts,} 

Natural Selection and Natural Theology 

< The amicable discussion between l)r. Romanes and myself* 

* endeavouring to help in determining the true position of an 
important question,” has now (id Natuks, vol. xxvii. p. 5 ^ 7 ) 
reached a critical point, one seemingly capable of settlement by 
scientific inquiry, and upon which a brief note maybe pertinent. 

I take Dr. Romanes now to agree with me that the physical 
distinction of the less fit organisms, or, more generally, that the 
action of the environment. Is not in a proper sense the cause of 
the advantageous variations of surviving organisms; also that 
natural selection does not explain and has no call to explain the 
cause of variation. As to this, he savs, the theory merely sup* 
poses that variations of all kinds and in a r l directions are con¬ 
stantly taking place, and that natural selection seizes upon the 
more advantageous. Now if variation in animals aud plants is 
lawless, of all kinds and in all directions, then no doubt the 
theory of natural selection may be " the substitute of the theory 
of special design,” so as to efface that evidence of underlying 
intelligence which innumerable and otherwise inexplicable 
adaptations of means to ends in nature was thought to furnish. 
If it is not so, then the substitute utterly fails. For omnifarious 
and purely casual variation is essential to it in this regard. 
Filly is it said that “the theory merely supposes” this. For 
omnifarious variation is no fact of observation, nor a demonstra¬ 
ble or, in my opinion, even a warrantable inference from ob¬ 
served facts. It is merely an hypothesis, to be tried by 
observation d experiment. I am curious to know how far the 
observations and impressions of the most experienced naturalists 
and cultivators conform to my own, which favour the idea that 
variations occur, in every degree indeed, but along comparatively 
few lines. That the investigator of any flora or fauna should 
so conclude a & to actual ana accomplished variation, is natural, 
but may go for little, the theory of course supposing that 
numberless non-occurring forms have failed iu the struggle and 
disappeared. But there is no evidence that all sorts of varieties 
ever appeared or tended to ap, ear, and there is a musty maxim 
about “ dt non apfarentibus et de non existentibus ” which is not 
devoid of application. 

Moreover, as to the vegetable kingdom, it would seem that 
this question of omniParious variation may be tested in the seed¬ 
bed and the nursery, from which Darwin took the idea and the 
term of natural selection. These indeed are actual experiments— 
very numerous and extensive—for the testing of incipient varia¬ 
tion. If experienced nurserymen, gardener*, and others who 
raise plants from seed in a large way, usually with eyes watchful 
for variation, would give their testimony in this regard, they might 
materially contribute to the settlement of an interesting question. 

We need not hold Dr. Romanes to the term# of his funda¬ 
mental supposition, “that variations of all kinds and in aB 
directions are constantly taking place.” He probably means 
only that incipient variations are wholly vague and irrespective 
of ends—are as likely to occur in the direction of unfitness W <h 
eventual fitness to the environment and to use, the divinity that 
shapes the ends— 4 f ends there be—acting only through the sur¬ 
roundings. And we all understand that the particulars In Which 
progeny differs from parent are potential in the germ, or in the 
cells of which the germ consists, aud therefore wholly beyond 
observation. The up*hot is, that, so far as observation extends, 
it does not warrant the supposition of omnifarious and aimless 
l variation ; and the speculative assumption of it a#pe*fs to karris 
no scientific value. ASA GSAY ^ 

The Fauna and Flora of the Keeling Ielanda, 1 
Indian Ocean 

I Rave only recently been able to obtain my cdRrof Mix 
Wallace’s “Island life,” in which I find aa estf rim of Ibis' 
tart* and flora of the Keeling Atoll in the Sbuth ladtaOceau, 
(1 had the fortune to visit that otdtyingfpdt In theyearlS?*, 
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And mode a collection both of its plants and of its animal life. 
With the exception of my birds and a few of die insects, my 
♦collections were destroyed by sea water, 90 tbit it is now im¬ 
possible for me to give a definite list, but I may note that rats 
were in such number* as to have become almost ft plague. A 
goodly herd of introduced Pusas, a cross between the Sumatran 
iC tfad/tw} and Javan {C. Hippthphut) species, were in ex¬ 
cellent condition, and were living wild on Direction Island, 
where also pigs were living in the same state. Among birds, 
<the Callus bangkiva (Introduced) was inconsiderable numbers ; I 
I saw also the ne«t of the Ploceus kypoxanthtis, which comes, not 

I every year, but very often to breed there, but the progeny seems 

cither to die or to return to Java (?). 1 did not Bee the snipe, 

but of the Pall usphilippinus I got several specimen*. Egrets, 
blue and White, abounded and rested on the nigh tTee« on some 
of the islands. Lizards of several species are now found on most 
of the islands in large numbers. Of insects the number of 

! species is very considerable. Coleoptem were represented by 

, Melolonthida , Cttoniidw , Carabidu f, Elaterid<r t Chrysomelid#, but 

as I have not my journals of that date by me, I cannot recall other 
families nor stale the number of genera represented. Of Hemlp- 
4era I caught a good many species, mostly of small size. Many 
species of ants were observed. Neuroptera are represented, un¬ 
fortunately, by the UrmiU y introduced some years ago in 
furniture, it is said, but it occurs now on every islet of the group 
\ in myriads. I am told that during the cyclone of a few years 
ago, the whole surface of the sea was covered wiih the mangled 
j bodies of dragon-flies for miles out to sea, but that since then very 
; few have been seen. Of Lepidoptera I caught many species both 
diurnal and nocturnal, some very handsome, of which I sent a 
small collection to London in 1879. The Atlas Moth is rather 
common, Orthoptera were represented by the ubiquitous cock¬ 
roach, and a few Acridiida. 

Mr. Ross told me that on several occasions the large fruit bat, 
called the flying fox, has reached the inlands, and once a pair 
arrived together, but died, from exhaustion apparently, soon 
ftfter arrival. Under favourable circumstances, as in the case of 
an unusually strong pair, these may yet become inhabitants of 
the islets. 

There are, I believe, considerable additions to the flora since 
. Mr. Darwin's visit. It is only within recent years that the 
islands have become so greatly covered with cocoanut plant*. 
Their original vegetation consisted principally of “ iron wood ** 
<sideroxylon ?) and other trees, and of low shrubs. These were 
nearly all burned out by accidental fire*, one of which burned 
for three months. Henry O. Forbes 

[ Fatuuaba, Timor DiUy, January at 


“Festooned” or “Pocky ” Clouds (Mammato Cumulus) 

_ Under one of these names letters have appeared at different 
times in Naturr, notably on October ip, 1871. Thews were 
fallowed by a paper read before the Meteorological Society by 
Mr. R„ H. Scott in February, 187a, in which he collects all the 
observations which had then been recorded, and the theories 
which had been propounded to explain them. 

For several years I have been watching this hind of cloud, 
and I think that its formation is capable of a very simple ex¬ 
planation, partially in agreement with that suggested by Mr. 
Jevons in the earliest notice of these clouds {Pat/. Afag., July, 
1857}. The name U applied to a peoullar festooned appearance 
sometimes seen below cumulus and stratus clouds. In Orkney 
Mr. Clouston has found that it is usually followed by a severe 



sadly with wind. In this country I have observed it both in 
heavy gales and also In an ordinary summer thunderstorm. The 
method by which I have endeavoured to discover its origin has 
™wto try and trade its life-history; that is to say, to follow its 
growth from other foetus of cloud and to watch the forms into 
which it develops, 

On one point almost all observers ere agreed, that the festoons 
wtaeqaewtly seen Just betas** cloud begms to break up. The 
rot tiwe ihat l wit tairfy able to trace the formation of the 
rnmi Was on e summer evening in London, When ■ towards sunset 
i'wrt’Weal Ctttaduvlike that marked « i Ip the tignre, sud- 

«n4 on the top* 
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explication which immediate? MggoMd Ittdf w*» that th* 
aseenttond current which had formed the flat-based cumulus bad 
suddenly tailed, and that the festoons were simply the masses of 
vapour falling downwards for want of support. 

Another very striking care is marked i in the figure, and was 
observed before a shower. Here a detached cumulus was ob¬ 
served to form first festoon*, and than they in turn degenerated 
into raggy cloud, the whole disappearing very shortly, bat was 
quickly followed by fresh rain-bearing clouds. The Impression 
which the whole conveyed to me was that the festoons were 
formed by a sudden drop of the cloud, and that the “rag ” was 
produced when the drop was less sadden. The appearance of 
the 44 rag" is not very well rendered in the diagram, bat it is 
very difficult to delineate clouds by any engraving. 

These are two typical cases of many which I have observed, 
and always with the same result—-that the constant condition 
necessary for the formation of festoons was the sudden failure of 
an aecentional current of air. If so, the explanation of its ptfog- 
nost ic value is very simple. Before many squalls or showers we are 
all familiar with the short, abortive gusts which so frequently 
precede them. Now we have only to assume that the aacen- 
tional uptake in front of the main body of the shower is as 
unsteady as the Eurface wind, and we have at once all the condi¬ 
tions of the formation of festoons. Almost all observers agree 
that they are usually formed at the edges of cloud masses. In 
the case of rain or thunder they ordinarily appear just before or 
after the rain ; but in the case of a gale following some time 
afterwards, as observed by Mr. Clouston, the festoon must have 
been formed by some local squall or shower which bore some 



relation to the disturbed weather which produced the gale. I 
once saw festoons in the west of Scotland during the hardest 
gale I have ever seen in this country. They were formed on the 
outskirts of a north-westerly squall. 

Allied to festooned cumulus we may mention festooned stratus 
and festooned cirrus. The former is quite common in London 
during the summer, associated with showers or thunderstorms, 
while the latter is rare. In both the same idea seems to hold 
good as for cumulus, that they are formed by the sudden failure 
of the current, whatever it may be, that forms the stratus or 
cirrus. 

It might appear, at first sight, that a uniform stratus could not 
fall in lumps ; but however uniform it may seem, viewed from 
below, there in probably no such thing as a uniform stratum of 
cloud. Some portions are always denser, or composed of larger 
drops, and these, falling first, give the H pocky ” appearance. 
In many simple cases, which iTiave been able to follow, there 
often seems to be a rough correspondence between bosses on the 
upper surface and festoons on the lower. In a 2 there in an 
unsucce^ful attempt to depict such a case, which is drawn from 
nature. 

The name of “ festooned cloud ” baa been objected to as sug¬ 
gesting a lengthways arrangement of vapour, like the cloud 
called 14 rolled cumulus,” with which it has probably nothing in 
common. Mr, Clement Ley has proposed the name of "tubercled 
cloud ” as more applicable. Prof. Poey, who has also studied 
this cloud, has proposed the name of i4 globo-cumulus/’ 

The general conclusion then, is that festoons are caused by a 
sudden failure of an ascentkraal current associated with showers 
or squalls, but whether they portend rain or wind depends on 
the circumstances under which they are observed. 

* i, Chapel Street, 8 .W., April 27 Raxph Abbacromby 

1 , e 

The Sacred Tree of Kum-bum 

Perhaps the following statement may throw a little light on 
what waa the treeseenby the Abbd Hue t— 

On his China the Abbd touched at Ceylon. 

This must have bean in 1$$* c* *85$, as tar as 1 ban recollect. 
t was invited to meet Kltn at breakfast, at the home of my kind 
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friend, Sir Charles Macarthy, then Colonial Secretary, my 
zoological and botanical tastes being well known to the latter. 

The conversation turning on plant*, the Abbe described a 
wonderful tree which he had seen, on the leaves of which were 
impressed thousands of lik^nCs^es of Buddha, Nothing was 
saw about 41 Thibetan characttts,” nor did he lead us to suppose 
It grew larger than an ordinary cinnamon-tree (mi bush), as it 
grows wild. His description was so detailed that, in spite of the 
florid language of a French traveller, 1 at once recognised a 
plant which grew not uncommonly in our gardens, the leaves of 
which were often placed in the finger-glasses after repasts, as op 
being crushed, they imparted a delicious fragrance to the hands. 
Looking up and catching the eye of our hostess, in which lurked 
an amused smile, I made the motions of dipping hands in a 
finger-glass, She instantly caught my meaning, whispered her 
instructions to the servant behind her chair, and each finger-glass 
—which useful adjunct to a meal was shortly after placed on the 
table—contained a leaf or two of what wc used to call by a 
variety of names, such as the “ profile laurel, 0 or 44 figure 
laurel," or 44 face laurel.” 

The face of the Abbe was a picture to behold. 11 But here it 
is I ” he exclaimed. “ Where did this come from ? ” We then 
explained that it grew not a dozen yards from where he sat, to 
his great astonishment, and 1 fancied not a little chagrin, that 
his wonderful plant should be so well known and common. 

The plant is, I believe a laurel. It ha^ flashed across me that 
it maybe a citron , but the plant is so well known in Ceylon, that 
if your contributor, Mr. W. T. 1 'hi elton Dyer, wishes to 
ascertain its name, he has hut to write a line to the Director of 
the Botanical Gardens, Peradenia, who will at once recognise it. 

The leaves are broad and pointed, shaped in fact somewhat 
like the cinnamon. Down each side of the midrib, extending 
along the veinlets (I write from memory, remember) are patches 
of pale greenish-yellow, much lighter than the ground-colour of 
the leaf, These take innumerable fantastic, face-like shapes—- 
always profile—and with the aid of a pin, or point of a dessert- 
fork, we, in 

*' Those merry day*, 

The merry days, when we were younfc/' 

used to put in an eye, and amu e ourselves in trying to find like¬ 
nesses of our friends and acquaintance*. It was a source of 
much fun among the young people. 

The events of that mornmg were, from a variety of circum¬ 
stances, deeply impressed on my memory, and lam positive that 
then nothing was >aid about “Thibetan characters" on the 
leaves or on the bark, nor of the great she of the tree, and the 
Abb^ distinctly recognised the leaves as identical with those he 
had seen. You will perceive he culls it the “Tree of the Ten 
Thousand Images" (the italics arc mine). This name would well 
apply to the 41 profile laurel, 14 for no two faces are ever alike, 
but does not include characters . 

Whether the size of the tree and the 44 Tbil>etan characters ” 
grew (in the Abbe's bnia?) after he left Ceylon, I do not know. 
The 44 real article” seems to have vAni&hed. A bungling attempt 
to deceive by etching in lilac leaves could easily be detected, but 
44 travellers see strange things ” J E. L. Layard 

Brit. Consulate, Noumea, New CaledoriTa, March 5 


Sheet-lightning 

The correspondence on this subject (Nature, vol. xxviiL pp. 
4 and 54) can scarcely be said to contribute anything in support of 
the statement that sheet-lightning and the so-called summer or 
heat-lightning, are nothing else than the reflection of, or the 
illumination produced by, distant electrical discharge*. The 
table given in the review (Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 576) is not a 
record of instances of sheet-lightning, but only the number of 
hours, sorted according to the tweuty-four hours of the day, in 
which sheet-lightning or heat-lightning was observed at Oxford 
during the twenty dour yean ending 1876. In constructing the 
table, all those hours were excluded in which thunder was heard, 
and also the hour immediately preceding and following the hour 
of occurrence of thunder* Only those .hours, therefore, were 
included during which any thunder that may have accompanied 
the lightning was at some distance from Oxford. 

It follows simply as a matter of statistics that, if all eases of 
sheet-lightning are nothing d*e hut the illumination produced by 
distant electrical discharges, the curve of thunder and the earve 
of sheet-lightning and heat-lightning should be approximately 
parallel to each other after darkness hat fairly set in. The 


3 

4 
3 
2 
2 
1 
o 


14 

*4 
12 

4 

3 

famish two 


Oxford observations show that such is not the case. To make 
this quite clear we’give the results for August only 

Thunder, Lightning. 

o-9 P-m. 5 . 0 

9 -io „ 

Jo-11 „ 
u-mid. 

Mid.-I a.ro. 

1- 2 11 

2 - 3 „ 

3~4 tt 

These two sets of figures from 8 p.ra. to 4 a.m. 
curves quite distinct from each other; and the difference is not 
to be explained by the degree of facility for recording the obser¬ 
vations afforded by each separate hour. It may be added that a 
similar result is obtained from electrical manifestations in other 
parts of the globe during the summer months. It is from these 
facts that it was con dueled that no inconsiderable number of the 
cases of sheet-lightning and heat-lightning are not illuminations 
produced by distant electrical discharges, but, as suggested by 
Loomi*, are rather to be considered as due to the escape of the 
electricity of the clouds In flashes so feeble that they produce no 
audible sound, and they occur when the air being very moist, 
offers just sufficient resistance to the electricity to develop a 
feeble spark. The Reviewer 

Solar Halo 

The following, taken from vol. i. Philosophical Transactions, 
p. 219, may interest your readers, as the phenomenon appears 
to coincide almost exactly with the one recorded in Nature, 
vol. xxviii. p. 30. I omit the illustration, though it corresponds 
almost exactly with the one in Nature, except that there were 
mock *uns. 

“An account of four suns, which very lately appear’d in France, 
published in the French Journal des Sfctvans of May 10, 1666 ;— 

14 * The 9th of April of this present year, about half an hour 
last nine, there appear’d three circles in the i-ky. One 
of them was very great, a little interrupted and white every¬ 
where, without the mixture of any other colour. It passed 
through the midst of the sun's disk, and was parallel to the 
horizon. Its diameter was above a hundred degrees, and its 
center not far from the zenith, 

44 ‘The second was much less, and defective in some places, 
having the colours of a rainbow, especially in that part which 
was within the great circle. It had the true sun for its center. 

44 4 The third was less than the first, but greater than the second, 
it was not entire, but only an arch or portion of a circle whose 
center was far distant from that of the sun, and whose circumfer¬ 
ence did by its middle join to that of the least circle, intersect¬ 
ing the greatest circle by its two extreaim. In this circle were 
discerned also the colours of a rainloA', but they were not so 
strong as those of the second. 

44 4 At the place where the circumference of this third circle did 
clbse with that of the second, there was a great brightness of 
rainbow colours taixt together. And at the two extremities 
where this second circle intersected the first, appear'd two 
parhelia# or mock suns,' &c., &e." 

In a note to this account H is stated that 44 Five stut$ appear'd 
the 29 March, A., 1629, at Rome between 2 or 3 of theclock in 
the afternoon." In the illustration given we find two circle* 
similar to those given in Nature. It seems that two of these 
sun* 44 which were In the Intersection of two circles, appear'd la 
that of a circle, which passed through the sun's duke, with 
another, that was conceutrick to the sun." 

The phenomenon of last week wo* minus the parhelia ; can 
any reason be given for this? TROA. Ward 

Northwic'b May 15 

Itf reply to Mr. Mott’s query (p, 30) I beg to say shut 1 
measured the halo with a sextant as carefully as posethfo and 
made the semidiometer 25*. [Another halo occurring on the 
13th measured 23’ 30',J ■ '■ 

Wlth regard to the mock moons, they were perfectlyeqtd- 
dlftant from the horizon all the time I observed them,kad I 
regret that t did not notice that Mr, Mpti had seen tftan other- 
wise. I read his letter rather hurriedly and thoughttfce expres¬ 
sion out of place referred to theta poaition above die moon. 
* iwt'to A want of parafteUJon wjiih tWhoriwm. > \v&*. 

i Temple Observatory, Rugby, Mar *7 











NATURE 


8i 


24, 1883] 

Mock Moons 

I NEVER noticed that mock moons aud mock suns are not 
alwayfr at the same altitude as the moon or sun, but t would 
point out that when objects are high up, it is very difficult to 
dedda on their relative altitudes. If mock moons are at the 
waine altitude as the moon, then of course they are not on a great 
circle* but on a small one, and in consequence, except when 
they are low down, a straight line passing through the mock 
moons will pass above the moon, and when they are high Up, at 
a considerable distance above it In such a case, if the observer 
does not look straight at the moon, he may easily suppose that 
one of the mock moons is higher up than the other. Is your 
correspondent (vol. xxvii. p* 606) sure that they were not at the 
same altitude on the occasion he refers to? If, instead of facing 
the moon and looking straight at it, be looked more at the right- 
hand mock moon, the illusion would be produced of the left- 
hand one appearing higher up. The same illusion is caused 
when the horizontal lines of buildings or of a window cut the line 
passing vertically through the moon obliquely ; so that great care 
is required in making these observations. 

I might add that I observed the mock moons and halos on the 
evening alluded to (April 16) from Sunderland till after 11 p.m., 
and that I noticed nothing unusual in their positions or size. 
The mock moons (or ^un<) are always outside the ordinary halo 
when their altitude is considerable. On that occasion there was 
also visible a considerable part of the horizontal halo passing 
through the mock moons, forming long tails to them away from 
the moon; also vertical and horizontal rays proceeding from 
the moon ; forming a faint cross with the moon at its centre. 
The horizontal rays were narrow, and reached at one time to 
the ordinary halo, but were much fainter than the " tails ” of 
the mock moons. The vertical rays did not reach quite so far, 
and were broad and indefinite; otherwise I suppose their cha¬ 
racter (except as to brightness) w^uld be much the same as that 
of the " sun pillar ” described by several of your recent corre¬ 
spondents. T. W. Backhouse 

Sunderland, May 12 

Helix pomatia 

ALTHOUGH this species is decidedly local in this country, yet 
it is interesting to note that the counties in which it has been 
recorded are contiguous to one another. Its course of distribu¬ 
tion appears to pass through Kent, Sussex, Surrey, Hants, Wilts 
Gloucestershire, Berks, Oxon, Bucks, Herts, and Northampton¬ 
shire, and this seems to support Mr. Stokoe in his suggestion 
(Nature, vol. xxviii. p. 6) that it may be a geologically recent 
importation from France (to the northern portion of which it 
w confined in that country). 

In Murray’* "Handbook to Surrey,” p. 70, Helix pomatia is 
stated to abound at Tyiing Farm near Guildford, "said to have 
been introduced from Italy ” by an Earl of Arundel, and Sevan’s 
"Guide to Surrey,” p. ill, mentions the same locality as the 
"habitat of the edible snail imported from Italy,” &c. I vi ited 
this snot in September, xSSo, in quest of H pomatia, and men¬ 
tioned my object to a farm labourer, who speedily produced 
three specimens from under a log of wood, but told me that 
they were not at all plentiful there, as the soil was sandy and 
not chalky, and he said I mu »t look for them on the neighbouring 
chalk downs, whence his master the farmer procured his for the 
purpose of adopting the diet, which, when ill, be had been 
advised to try. Be H pomatia indigenous or not, there is no 
doubt its practice in England has been assbted by importations, 
for Mr. Lovell Reeve mentions its being introduced from Italy 
by an English nobleman In tbe vicinity of Box Hill and Reigate 
{of. «dsO Gray** " Turton,” ed, 1340, p. 35). 

The Helix tcalarh inferred to in Venables' work on tbe Isle 
of Wight Is cited in that book as a monstrosity of H. aspersa, 
and Mcqain Tendon’s figure of the variety scalaris is of the 
U'Ual coloration of that species. The name, however, was 
originally bestowed by MUller on a variety of H pomatia (Lamk. 
H An sgps vert,” second edition, vol vih. p. 33), and Is figured 
ns inch by Draparttaud* but Venables' reference seems to apply 
to a tcakuiform variety of H asperea observed by Dr. Gray near 
VMfctat. W, C* AtkWson 

Streatham, 8*W*, May it 

/. ■ C*pe Boa* ,, 

• l ea* endorse all that Sir L H. tie VtiHer* says concerning 
ihatmu <pf smell in the wilobees of the Cape. Tbe avebion 


they have to sweating horses is well known, as also to the scent 
of chopped carrots. The following instances of tbis have come 
under my own notice :— 

A*party of young men who had been springbok hunting alt 
the mommg, off-saddled their bor-es during tbe hottest part of 
the day, under the shadow of a great krantz (cliff); they bad but 
ju-t tied them to some trees, when the poor animals were attacked 
in the most vicious manner by an Immense swarm of Tock bees 
from the krantz, and so dreadfully were they stung, that, 
although the thongs that bound them were cut through as quickly 
a* possible to enable the poor things to escape, one beautiful 
horse was idling to death, and two more of the number were so 
maddened that they galloped off, and for many days were quite 
unfit for use. 

One of tbe Hottentot children upon our place, playing in the 
garden near some hived wild bees, mischievously chewed up a 
carrot, and spat it into the entrance- of the hive; the boy was 
perfectly naked, and the next few minute* might have been his 
last, had not the European gnrdencr happened to be near, and 
hearing his shrieks hastened to the spot, thrust the child into a 
newly-dug trench, and quickly covered him with earth ; but he 
had a narrow e-cape of his life, for he was literally covered with 
stings. 

The precursor of a storm in the Karoo is generally a whirl¬ 
wind of dust, arid our boys used to take advantage of the dislike 
to storms evinced by bees, to throw up large handfuls of dust 
into the air, when a swarm was passing overhead, when sometimes 
the bees would lie deceived and settle immediately, 

M. Carby-Hobsqn 

Late of Graaff Reittet, Cape of Good Hope 


The Effect of the ChAnge of Colour in the Flowers of 
" Pulmonaria officinalis ” upon its Fertilisers 

Yesterday I had an opportunity of convincing myself by direct 
observation that the change of colour in the flowers of Pulmon 
aria officinalis is of the same significance as in Pibes aurmm and 
Lantana, according to Delpino and Fritz M tiller (,ompare 
Nature, vol. xvii. p. 79). 

In a small locality about twenty yards long and two broad, 
where many hundred flowers of Pulmonaria were in all stages 
of development, its principal fertilisers were the females ot 
Antkophora hdipes, F. ; they visited almost exclusively tbe red 
flowers and those just beginning to change towards blue, but only 
exceptionally blue ones. 

The first individual which I watched when it was flying from 
flower to flower did so without any exception. Another indi¬ 
vidual newly alighting on the place at first now and then visited 
one or some few blue flowers, but the longer it coniinued its 
predatory flight the more it neglected tbe blue flowers and 
selected only the red ones. 

A third female of Anthophora which I followed indberimin- 
ately visited (a) red flowers of Pulmonaria, {b) large blue flo* er* 
of Glechoma, both in the following order : — (a) 16, {b) 1, {a) 33, 
(<£) 1, {a) zt f ( 4 ) 62 , (a) 5 flowers ; then it left the place without 
having touched a single blue flower of Pulmonaria. 

The fourth and last female of Anthophora I followed neglected 
completely the flowers of Gleohooia; but when it visited the 
red flowers of Pulmonaria and met for some time only with 
already emptied ones, it became more and more disturbed 
and hurried, and then indiscriminately visited blue and red flower 
until anew it found honey in a red one. Jt visited (a) red and (A) 
blue flowers of Pulmonaria in tbe following order ;^-(«) 53, (4) 1, 
W 18, ( 4 ) 3, {a) 16, ( 4 ) i, (a) 34, ( 4 ) 3, (a) 7, ( 4 ) x, (a) 42, ( 4 ) 1, 
(a) n f in surama (a) 183 red, (h) to blue flowers. 

It Is easy to be seen whether a flower of Pulmonaria when 
visited by Anthophora contain* some honey or not: In the first 
case the proboscis of the bee rests at least 1 to i| seconds in 
the corolla tube, whereas k the other case it is instantly with¬ 
drawn. All blue flowers of Pulmonaria which were virited 
preved thus to be empty of honey* and in all which I examined 
with a lens in this locality the stigma was supplied with pollen# 

We may, 1 think, safely conclude from these observations that 
thy blue colour of okkr flowers of Pulmonaria, whilst increasing 
the eonspkuousHM Of the dusters of flowers, at the tame time 
indicates tp such intelligent bees as Anthophora to which flowers 
they have to restrietthdr visits ns well to their own as to tbe 
plant's profit Hermann MtfLLIR 

Lippitadt, May 8 < • 
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The Soaring of Birds 

IN the discussion about the soaring of birds which has lately 
been carried on in Nature, I do not remember to have observed 
that any one quoted from Mr. Darwin’s account of the condor* 
He says (“ AN aturalist’s Voyige Round the World,” chap. ix. 
p. :—“ When the condors are wheeling in a flock round and 

round any spot iheir flight is beautiful* Except when rising from 
the ground, I do not recollect ever having seen one of these birds 
flop its wings. Near Lima, I watched several for nearly half an 
hour, without once taking off my eyes : they moved in large 
curves, sweeping in circles, descending and ascending without 
giving a single flap. . . . The head and neck were moved fre¬ 
quently, and apparently with force ; and the extended wings 
seemed to form the fulcrum on which the movements of the neck, 
body, and tail acted. If the bird wished to descend, the wings 
were for a moment collapsed ; and when again expanded with 
an altered inclination, the momentum gained by the rapid descent 
seemed to urge ihe bird upwards with the even and steady move¬ 
ment of a paper kite. In the case of any bird soaring its motion 
must be sufficiently rapid, so that the action of the inclined surface 
of its body on the atmosphere may counterbalance its gravity,” 
Cambridge, Ma; 17 James Currie 


Intelligence in a Dog 

Some time since a friend of mine, Mr. J. W. Schaub, a 
mechanical engineer at the Edgmorc Ironworks of Wilming¬ 
ton, Del., informed me of an exceedingly interesting case of 
intelligence in a black and tan terrier belonging to him, The 
old mother dog ami her playful family entered his bedroom 
while he was dressing, and one of the pups snatched his stock¬ 
ing as he was in the act of putting it on, running out of the room 
with it The mother at once followed the young offender, took 
the stocking from him, and returned it to the master. Mr. 
Schaub said that Tier conduct gave evidence of displeasure at 
the action of the pup, and she impressed him with the idea that 
she felt in s^me way responsible for the conduct of her young. 
Being greatly interested in the matter, Mr. Schaub contrived t> 
have me offence committed on many successive mornings, the 
same peif* nuance being repeated each time. 

St. Louis, U.S., April 24 Francis E. Nifher 

Mid-height of Sea Waves 

Can any of your readers furnish me with the formula, or other 
means for finding the difference between the mid height of a 
sea-wave and the sea-level ? W. Parfitt 


A CURIOUS SURVIVAL 

T HE thirteenth Annual Report of the Deputy Master 
of the Mint, just issued, contains some interesting 
information showing how persistently an ancient system 
of computing the value of bullion has survived in this 
country. The facts are fully set forth in an appendix to 
the Report by Prof. CbanHer Roberts, who has recently 
and successfully advocated the adoption of the decimal 
system in the bullion transactions of the Mint. In order 
to make the matter clear, it may be well to state that the 
Troy pound, still used in this country for weighing the 
precious metals, is believed to have been derived from 
the Roman weight of $ 75 9*3 grains, the 125th part of the 
large Alexandrian talent ; this weight, like the Troy 
pound, having been divided by the Romans into 12 
ounces. The earliest statute of this kingdom in which 
the Troy weight is named is the 2 Henry V. sL 2, c. 4, 
but the Troy weight is universally allowed to have been 
in general use from the time of King Edward L The 
moat ancient system of weights in this kingdom was the 
Moneyer’s pound or the money pound of the Anglo- 
Saxons, which was continued in use for some centuries 
after the Conquest, being then known as the “ Tower 
pound,’* or sometimes the Goldsmith's pound. It con¬ 
tained 12 ounces of 450 grains each, or 5400 grains, and 
this weight of silver was a pound sterling. The Tower 
pound was abolished in 1527 by a statute of Henry VIIL, 
which first established Troy weight as the only legal 1 


weight for gold and silver, and from this time to the pre- 
sent our system of coinage has been based on the Troy 
weight, the Troy pound containing 5760 grains. 1 

The bullion transactions of the Mint have hitherto been 
based on an Assayer’s weight termed the “ carat pound,** 
the final division of which corresponds with the number 
of grains in the Troy pound, and side by side with this 
system a curious method of expressing the ‘ standard ’ or 
composition of ingots or coins of gold and silver has been 
retained until the present year. For instance, the ordi¬ 
nary conception of the composition of a sovereign would 
be that it is an alloy or mixture of the two metals gold 
and copper in definite proportions, and the most simple 
way of expressing its contents would be to describe them 
as consisting of 91*66 per cent, of gold and 8*34 per cent, 
of copper. An assayer or bullion dealer, on tne other 
hand, using the old system, would simply consider the 
composition of the coin to be gold of 1 standard fineness,* 
that is to say, containing two carats of alloying metal in 
the pound ; and in dealing with any particular alloy of 
gold and copper would in no way regard its per-centagc 
composition, but would consider it as being so much 
“better” or “ worse” than the one definite and legal 
standard, according as it contained more or less of the 
precious metal. The French 20-franc piece, which con¬ 
tains 90 per cent, of gold, would thus be described as 
u worse o carats 1J carat grains,” and an Austrian ducat, 
which contains 9861 percent, of gold, as “ better 1 carat 
2$ carat grains ” The cumbersome nature of this system 
is evident; it has the disadvantage of being unintelligible 
to those who employ the decimal system, and who are 
therefore in the habit of mentally referring to pure gold 
as rooo It is even found wanting in clearness by many 
who are conversant with the ordinary operations of coin¬ 
age and bullion transactions generally. For instance, 
the meaning of “ worse oif+i ” as the assay report of 
an ingot is at least obscure, while the equivalent state¬ 
ment that the standard fineness of the ingot is 900 at 
once suggests that 1000 parts of the metal contain 900 
parts of gold. 

The ancient system of reporting the results of assays 
possesses however many points of interest, and Prof. 
Roberts adds a few details respecting it, taken from a 
work by Snelling, 3 an authority on the computation of the 
value of bullion, who, writing in 1766, observes that “by 
the word silver we understand not only the metal so- 
called, pure and unmixed, but also when in a mass with 
copper ; and if but one-half, two-thirds, or any other pro¬ 
portional part of it be silver, yet the whole bears that 
name. The same is to be understood of gold, when by 
itself, or in a mass with silver and copper together, or 
with either of them alone." 

“ This is the reason that inquiries are not made, what 
quantity of fine gold or fine stiver is contained in any 
mixture, which seems to be the most natural inquiry, but 
how much standard it holds.’* Thus it is that “the 
Assay Master, in reporting the result of an assay, dees 
not give the absolute fineness or the quantity of fine silver 
or fine gold present, but only the relative quantity or 
fineness, that is, how much the mixture is more or less 
than standard. In the case of gold of 20 carats fine (or 
20 parts of pure gold in 24 parts of the alloy) the assayer 

puts down Wo. y*' and if it is 33 carats 3* grains fine. 

he puts down Br. c j 1 * j[j* ob.” The last sign re pr esents 

an obolus or half of a carat grain, but in modern rimes 
the final division has been i/6oth of a carat grain. 

It may be pointed out in defence of this complicated 
system, that, as Snelling proceeds to remark, u the quan- 


(Lcmdon, 1766.) 


h»» the condition of the^xeheqaer Shtridard 
Computation!/* fcy Tho**s Snriite; 
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tity of u betterneas* or u worseness ” in an ingot being 
added to or subtracted from the weight of it, gives the 
quantity of standard metal contained in it.” and that 
therefore the <# betterneas ” or “worseness” affords a 
ready means of determining the amount of copper or gold 
reqmwd to standardise the whole. Further, if a number 
of Ingots of varying weights and fineness have to be dealt 
with, a similar result will be arrived at by taking the 
algebraical sum of the several products of their weights 
and " betterness ” or u worseness.” These advantages, 
however, apply to individual calculations, and become 
unimportant when standarding tables adapted to the 
decimal system are available. 1 

In a letter to Mr, Fremantle, Prof. Roberts advocated 
the abolition of this old system of carats and grains and 
the adoption of the decimal system. This has accordingly 
been carried into effect. Gold of the value of two millions 
sterling has recently been imported for coinage, and the 
simplicity and accuracy of the new system has been 
abundantly demonstrated. ; 

The facts above stated may seem comparatively unim¬ 
portant in themselves, but the Mint may at any time be 
called upon to coin (as was the case in 1872) fifteen 
millions sterling of gold in a single year, and extreme 
care has to be taken to insure accuracy in the standard 
fineness of the metal. It is curious that the old system 
described above should not have given place before now 
to that which has long been adopted in other countries. 


THE POISONOUS LIZARD a 


T HE Gila Lizard of Arizona and Sonora has anterior, 
deciduous, grooved teeth, which communicate by 
ducts with large glands within the angle of th ower jaw 
—an apparatus so strongly resembling the poison-fangs 
of 'serpents as to suggest that this lizard has venomous 
properties. It is said by the natives of Mexico to be very 
poisonous, but others again have declared that it is per¬ 
fectly harmless. One specimen sent to Sir John Lubbock 
killed a frog in a few minutes and a guinea-pig in three 
minutes. 

The conflicting statements are probably due to the fact 
that the teeth are very small and easily removed. Some 
specimens of the creature reach the length of three feet. 
As experiments made by allowing the lizard to bite animals 
are untrustworthy on account of the uncertainty of getting 
the poison equally introduced into the tissues at every 
bite, Doctors Weir Mitchell and Reichert collected the 
saliva so as to be able to inject it in known quantities. 
The saliva was obtained by making the animal bite on a 
saucer-edge. It dropped in small quantities from the 
lower jaw, and had a faint and not unpleasant aromatic 
odour. It was distinctly alkaline, in contrast to serpent 
venoms, which are all alike acid. Four and a half 
minims of it diluted with half a cubic centimetre of 


water and injected into the breast of a large pigeon 
caused the bini to walk unsteadily after three minutes. 
At the same time the respiration became rapid and short, 
and at the fifth minute feeble. At the sixth minute the 
bird fell in convulsions with dilated pupils, and was dead 
before the end of the seventh minute. There was not 
the least trace of any local effect of the poison, as there 
would have been in the case of crotalua venom. The 
muscles and nerves were perfectly sensitive to stimulation 
mechanically or by weak induced currents, The heart 
whs arrested in complete diastole, and was full of firm, 
Mack clots. The intestines looked congested. In an¬ 
other experimentit was found that the poison gradually 
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lowered the arterial tension and rendered the pulse irre¬ 
gular. Its action on the pulse is not due to any effect 
upon the pneumogastric nerves, as it is just the same 
when these nerves are cut. When applied to the heart of 
a frog it arrests its pulsations in diastole, and the orgnn 
afterwards contracts slowly—possibly in rapid rtgor 
mortis . The cardiac muscle lose® its irritability to 
stimuli at the time it ceases to beat. The other muscles 
and nerves respond readily to irritants, but the spinal 
cord has its power annihilated abruptly and refuses to 
respond to the most powerful electrical currents. 

The authors conclude that “this interesting and viru¬ 
lent heart poison contrasts strongly with the venoms of 
serpents, since they give rise to local hemorrhages, and 
cause death chiefly through failure of the respiration and 
not by the heart, unless given in overwhelming doses. 
They lower muscle and nerve reactions, especially those 
of the respiratory apparatus, but do not as a rule cause 
extreme and abrupt loss of spinal power. Finally, they 
give rise to a wide range of secondary pathological 
appearances which are absent from Heloderma poi¬ 
soning,’* 

This distinction between the action of the poison of 
Heloderma and serpent venom is correct as far as regards 
the poison of the rattlesnake and perhaps also the Cro- 
talida: generally, but the distinction is by no means 
marked between the poison of Heloderma and the venom 
of the cobra. This venom was found by Sir Joseph 
Fayrer and Dr. Lauder Rrunton to have but a slight local 
action as contrasted with that of the rattlesnake or of the 
daboia, and to produce no local hemorrhage. The effect 
of cobra poison on birds also is very much the same as 
that of the Heloderma ; and in the experiments given in 
this preliminary paper, the effect of the Heloderma 
poison on the heart of the frog is very much like that of 
cobra poison, the failure of action with subsequent and 
gradually increasing contraction being almost precisely 
the same. 1 

In Brunton and Fayrer s experiments on cobra poison, 
the fall of blood-pressure was less marked, but it still 
occurred. Paralysis of the spinal cord also is produced 
by cobra poison, and the experiments in this preliminary 
paper are too few to enable us to decide whether the 
paralysing effect is greater from the poison of Heloderma 
than from cobra venom. We shall look with much 
interest to the further study of the venom of this curious 
animal, which the authors intend to make on the arrival 
of the fresh specimens which they are about to receive. 


ON THE CONDENSATION OF FA POUR FROM 
THE FUMAROLES OF THE SOLFATARA OF 
POZZUOLI 


r pHE fumaroles of the Solfatara of Pozzuoli, and 
* especially the larger fumarole known as the Boct,a 
della Solfatara , give a striking illustration of the action 
of smoke in causing the condensation of aqueous vapour 
in the manner demonstrated by the experiments of 
Coulier, and more especially by those of Dr. Aitken. 

Persons who have visited the Solfatara will remember 
that one of the feats by which the ciceroni of the place 
try to excite the wonderment of visitors is to light 
some paper or a few dry branches, and put the flaming 
body before or inside the mouth of the principal fuma¬ 
role, augmenting thus very greatly the volumes of cloudy 
vapour escaping from the fissure. This phenomenon can 
be observed in all volcanic fumaroles. A flame is not 
indispensable, the condensation of the vapour being also 
produced by the mere smouldering of tinder. 

Prof* Piria first tried to explain the phenomenon. He 
thought that small quantities of sulphuretted hydrogen 
issued from the soil together with the. aqueous vapour: 


* Bfonton and Fayrer on the PoUon of Indian Vtao&ous Snake* (R&* 
See. Pfvetedingt, January 99, 18/4, p. tetf). 


* 

NATURE 


cm mixing with air and coming in contact with a flame, or 
an incandescent body, the hydrogen sulphide would be 
oxidised, and resolved in sulphur and water (with the 
production of small quantities of sulphur dioxide); the 
sulphur, minutely divided* prould remain long suspended 
in air, and cause the condensation to cloudy consistency 
of the aqueous vapour, piria illustrated his explanation 
by a simple experiment: if in a vessel containing a mixture 
of sulphuretted.hydrogen and air a lighted taper is intro¬ 
duced, a dense mist is rapidly formed; a similar mist is 
produced when glowing charcoal, or highly heated lava, 
or pumice* or glass, or red-hot iron is introduced in the 
gaseous mixture. When there is a large proportion of 
H a S, the oxidation is very rapid, and the mixture explodes 
and burns. 

Piria's explanation cannot be applied to the Bocca 
della Solfatara , where the presence of H a S cannot be 
detected either by the sense of smell, or by the lead- 
acetate test-papers. In the ** Memorie Geologiche sulla 
Campania ( Rendiconti della Reale Accademia delle Science 
di Napoli , 1849, p. 137) Prof. A. Scacchi, after having 
opposed Piria’s opinion, gives the following explanation ; 
u I believe the increase of the vapoury cloud due to the 
carbonic acid produced in the combustion of the tinder, 
its affinity for water causing the precipitation of the in¬ 
visible vapour, and thus producing a mist/’ According 
to Prof. Scacchi, in the presence of large quantities of 
aqueous vapour, and at the temperature of tne fumarole, 
carbonic dioxide would act as hydrochloric acid ga 3 
which fumes in ordinary air. 

Since 1849 no one (as far as I have gathered) has 
suggested any new opinion or tried some experiment to 
explain the phenomenon in question. I thought it would 
be interesting to test experimentally at the Solfatara the 
opinion of Prof. Scacchi. I was inclined to believe that, 
if at the ordinary temperature carbonic dioxide does not 
condense aqueous vapour from the air, there was very 
little probability that the condensation would be caused 
at temperatures as high as those of the vapours issuing 
from tne Bocca of the Solfatara (about 90° Centigrade 
externally); the action of flames or smouldering bodies 
in augmenting the vapoury cloud appeared to me as 
chiefly due to the condensation around the minute par¬ 
ticles of soot or dust produced during the combustion. 

The following experiments were done during a clear 
day, when abundant vapours wefe issuing from the large 
fumarole :— 

x, A Wolff bottle (1 litre capacity), from which a con¬ 
stant current of carbon dioxide was obtained (by pouring 
dilute hydrochloric acid on marble fragments), was placed 
on the ground inside the fumarole. The cloud of vapour 
augmented. 

2. By means of a caoutchouc tube the C 0 3 from the 
generator was conducted near the hottest invisible 
vapour. This vapour became interspersed with cloudlets 
of condensed vapour, and the cloudy pillar outside the 
Bocca greatly augmented. 

3. A large bottle (of about 15 litres capacity) filled with 
carbon dioxide was brought inside the cavity, and the 
COg poured out. The effect was most striking outside 
by the voluminous, but not immediate, outbursts of cloudy 
vapour. 

4 With bellows of the kind used for sulphuring vines, 
I blew sulphur dust inside the cavity. This caused the 
production of great volumes of visible vapour. The same 
effects were produced every time that minutely divided 
bodies (wheaten flour, oxide of magnesia, chalky dust, 
&c.) were blown, or thrown, inside the cavity or near the 
invisible vapour. 

5. The effect was very striking when the action of the 
carbon dioxide (from the Wolff bottle) was combined with 
the action of the sulphur dust. 

6 , A small alcohol flame augmented the cloudiness Of 
the vapour. 


7, The smoky flame of burning naphthalene acted 
much more powerfully than the alcohol name. 

From these experiments, which (with the exception of 
3 and 6) were often repeated, the following conclusions 
may be drawn ;— 

1. Carbon dioxide helps to condense watery vapour. 

2. Minute bodies suspended in air are a powerful cause 
(the principal cause, as Coulter and Aitken have shown) 
in the condensation of aqueous vapour. 

3. The action of flames, or of incandescent bodies, in 
augmenting so remarkably the volumes of visible vapour 
rising from the fumaroles of the Solfatara must be as¬ 
cribed both to the carbon dioxide and to the minute car¬ 
bonaceous particles set free during the combustion. 

Of these conclusions the first requires to be confirmed 
by careful laboratory experiments. Italo Gigmou 

Laboratory of Agricultural Chemistry, 

R. Agric, College, Portici 

STATE OF THE ATMOSPHERE WHICH PRO¬ 
DUCES THE FORMS OEM/RAGE OBSERVED 
BY VINCE AND BY SCORES BY 
N 1881, when 1 wrote the article Light for the Encyc . 
Britt I had not been able to meet with any detailed 
calculations as to the probable state of the atmosphere 
when multiple images are seen of objects situated near 
the horizon I had consulted many papers containing 
what are called “general'* explanations of the pheno¬ 
mena, but had found no proof that the requisite conditions 
could exist in nature except perhaps in the case of the 
ordinary mirage of the desert, where it is obvious that 
very considerable temperature-difference5 may occur in 
the air within a few feet of the ground. But this form of 
mirage i essentially unsteady, for it involves an unstable 
state of equilibrium of the air. In many of Scoreshy*s 
observations, especially that of the solitary inverted 
image of his father’s ship (then thirty miles distant, and 
of course far below the horizon), the details of the image 
could be clearly seen with a telescope, showing that the 
air must have been in equilibrium. The problem seemed 
to be one well fitted for treatment as a simple example of 
the application of Hamilton's General Method in Optics, 
and as such I discussed it The details of my investiga¬ 
tion were communicated in the end of that year to the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, and will, i hope, soon be 
published. The paper itself is too technical for the general 
reader, so that I shall here attempt to give a sketch of its 
contents in a more popular form. But a curious little 
historical statement must be premised. 

It was not until my calculations were finished that I 
found a chance reference to a great paper by Wollaston 
(Phil. Trans* 1800). *1 had till then known only of Wol¬ 
laston's well-known experiment with layers of different 
liquids in a small vessel. But these, I saw, could not 
reproduce the proper mirage phenomena, as the rays 
necessarily enter and emerge from the transition strata 
by their ends and not by their lower sides . This experi¬ 
ment is by no means one of the best things in Wollaston's 
paper, so far at least as the immediate object of the paper 
is concerned. That so much has been written on the 
subject of mirage daring the present century, with only a 
casual reference or two to this paper, is most surprising. 
It may perhaps be accounted for by the fact that WoUdston 
does not appear to have had sufficient confidence in his 
own results to refrain from attempting, towards the end 
of his paper, a totally different (and untenable) hypo¬ 
thesis, based on the effects of aqueous vapour. Be the 
cause what it may, there can be no doubt that the follow¬ 
ing words of Gilbert were amply justified when they were 
written, early in the present century s—'der That 1st 
Wollaston der Erste und Einrige, der die Spiegkmg 
mtfwdris mit Gluck zu erkl&ren unterrioshmenbat.*^ For 
his methods are, in principle* perfectly correct and suffi- 
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ciently comprehensive; white some of his experiments 
imitate closely the state of the air requisite for the pro¬ 
duction of Vince** phenomena. Had Wollaston only felt 
the necessary confidence in his own theory, he could 
hardly have failed to recognise that what he produced bv 
the extreme rates of change of temperature in the small 
air-space close to a red-hot bar of metal, could be pro¬ 
duced by natural rates of change in some ten or twenty 
miles of the atmosphere and he would have deserved 
the credit of having completely solved the problem. 

Six months after my paper was read, another happy 
chance led me to seek for a voluminous paper by Biot, of 
which I had seen no mention whatever in any of the 
books I had previously consulted. The probable reason 
for the oblivion into which this treatise seems to have 
fallen is a curious one. It forms a considerable part of 
the volume for 1809 of the Mim. de Vhistitut. But in 
the three first great libraries which I consulted, I found 
this volume to be devoid of plates. In all respects but 
this, each of the sets of this valuable series appeared to 
be complete. Without the figures, which amount to no 
less than sixty-three, it is practically impossible to under¬ 
stand the details of Biot’s paper. The paper was, how¬ 
ever, issued as a separate volume, “ Richerches sur les 
Refractions extract dinaires qui ont lieu prh de l’horizon w 
(Paris, 1810), which contains the plates, and which I 
Obtained at last from the Cambridge University Library. 

1 have since been able to procure a copy for the Edin¬ 
burgh University Library. Biot's work is an almost 
exhaustive one* and I found in it a great number of 
the results which follow almost intuitively from my 
methods:—such as the possible occurrence of four 
images, under the conditions usually assumed for the 
explanation of the ordinary mirage ; the effects of (un¬ 
usual) refraction on the apparent form of the setting 
sun ; &c. But it seems to me that Biot’s long-continued 
observations of the phenomena as produced over extensive 
surfaces of level sand at Dunkirk have led him to take a 
somewhat onesided view of the general question. And, 
in particular, I think that his attempted explanation of 
Vince’s observations (so far as 1 am able to understand 
it; for it is very long, and in parts extremely obscure and 
difficult, besides containing some singular physical errors) 
is not satisfactory. His general treatment of the whole 
question is based to a great extent upon the properties of 
caustics, though he mentions (as the courbe des minima) 
the u locus of vertices” which I had employed in my 
investigations, and which I think greatly preferable. 
There can be no doubt,however, that Biot’s paper comes at 
least next in point of importance to that of Wollaston :— 
though in his opinion Wollaston’s work was complete 
only on the physical side of the problem. <l Sous le rap¬ 
port de t& physique son travail ne iaisse rien k dtfsirer.” 

But, if the chief theoretical papers on the subject have 
thus strangely been allowed to drop out of notice, the 
case is quite different with several of those which deal 
with the observed phenomena. Scoresby’s Greenland , 
his Arctic Regions, and his Voyage to the Northern Whale 
Fishery, are still standard works ; and in them, as well as 
ip vols* ix. and xi. of the Trans. R.S.F., he has given 
numerous careful drawings of these most singular appear¬ 
ances. The explanatory text is also peculiarly full and 
clear, giving alt that a careful observer could have been 
expected to record. It is otherwise with the descriptions 
and illustrations in Vince's paper (Phil. Trans, 1799). 
In fact the latter are obviously not meant as drawings of 
what was seen j but as diagrams which exhibit merely 
the general features, such as the relative position and 
magnitude of the images j— the details being filled in at 
the ,option of the engraver. That such was the view 
taken by Brewster, is obvious from the illustrations fp his 
QptUs {library af Useful Knowledge), for while one of 
Scpresby 1 * drawings is there copied, one of Vince's is 
; treated m a highly Imaginative style by the reproducer. 


Scoresby's sketches are composite, as he takes cate to 
tell the reader, so that in the reproduction below (Fig. 1) I 
have simply selected a few of the more remarkable portions 
which bear on the questions to be discussed. It is to be 
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remarked that the angular dimensions of these pheno* 
mena are always of telescopic magnitude:—the utmost 
elevation of an image rarely exceeding a quarter or a 
third of a degree. 

Because the rays concerned are all so nearly horizontal, 
and (on the whole) concave towards the earth; and be¬ 
cause they must also have on the whole considerably 
greater curvature than the corresponding part of the 
earth’s surface, especially if they happen to have points 
of contrary flexure ; it is clear that, for a preliminary in¬ 
vestigation, we may treat the problem as if the earth were 
a plane. This simplifies matters very considerably, so 
that definite numerical results are easily obtained; and 
there is no difficulty in afterwards introducing the (com¬ 
paratively slight) corrections due to the earth’s curvature. 
But these will not be farther alluded to here. 

Of course I began, as almost every other person who 
has thought of the production of the ordinary mirage of 
the desert must naturally have begun, by considering the 
well-known problem of the paths of projectiles discharged 
from the same gun, with the same speed but at different 
elevations of the piece. This corresponds, in the optical 
problem, to the motion of light in a medium the square 
of whose refractive index is proportional to the distance 
from a given horizontal plane. Instead, however, ot 
thinking chiefly of the different elevations corresponding 
to a given range, I sought for a simple criterion which 
should enable me to decide (in the optical application) 
whether the image formed would, in any particular case, be 
•a direct or an inverted one. And this, I saw at once, could 
be obtained, along with the number and positions of the 
images, by a study of the form of the locus on which lie 
the vertices of all the rays issuing from a given point. 
Thus, in the ballistic problem, the locus of the vertices of 
all the paths from a given point, with different elevations 
bdt in the same vertical plane, is an ellipse. 

Its minor axis is vertical, the lower end being at the 
gun ; and the major axis (which is twice as long) is in the 
plane of projection. Now, while the inclination of the 
piece to the horizon is less than 45°, the vertex of the path 
is in the lower half of this ellipse, where the tangent 
leans forward from the gun; and in this case a small 
increase of elevation lengthens the range, so that the two 
paths do not intersect again above the horizon. In the 
optical problem this corresponds to an erect image. But, 
when the elevation of the piece is greater than 45°, the 
vertex of the path lies in the upper half of the ellipse, 
where the tangent leans back over the gun ; and a small 
increase of elevation shortens the range. Two contiguous 
aths, therefore, intersect one another again above the 
orizon. And, in the optical problem, this corresponds 
to an inverted image. In symbols, if the eye be taken as 
origin and the axis of x horizontal, there will be a direct 
image for a ray at whose vertex dyjdx and x (in the curve 
Of vertices) have the same sign, an inverted Image when 
the signs ate different. 



86 


NATURE 


Hence, whatever be the law of refractive index 6f the 
a i r # provided only it be the same at the same distance 
from the earth's surface, (4 a the surfaces of equal density 
parallel planes, and therefore the rays each symmetrical 
about a vertical axis) all we *bave to do, in order to find 
the various possible images of an object at the same level 
as the eye, is to draw the curve of vertices for all rays 
passing through the eye % in the vertical plane containing 
tke eye and the object , and find its intersections with the 
vertical line midway between the eye and tke object . As 
soon as this simple idea occurred to me, I saw that it 
was the very kernel of the matter, and that all the rest 
would be mere detail of calculation from particular hypo¬ 
theses. Each of the intersections in question is the 
vertex of a ray by which the object can be seen, and the 
corresponding image will be erect or inverted, according 
as the curve of vertices leans from or towards the eye at 
the intersection. Thus, in Fig. 2 , let E be the eye, and 



the dotted line the curve of vertices for all rays in the 
plane of the paper, and passing through E. Let A be an 
object at the level of the eye, a* a*a 3 the vertical line 
midway between e and a. Then a 1 , a*, a 8 are the 
vertices of the various rays by which A can be seen. If 
we make the same construction for a point B, near to a, 
we find that whereas the contiguous rays through A 1 , B l 
and through a 3 , B 3 do not intersect, those through A a , 13* 
do intersect. At A 1 and A 3 the curve of vertices leans 
from the eye, and we have erect images; at A* it leans 
back towards the eye, and we have an inverted image. 
And thus, if this curve be continuous, the images will be 
alternately erect and inverted. The sketch above is 
essentially the same as one given by Vince, only that he 
does not employ the curve of vertices. If the object and 
eye be not at the same level, the construction is not quite 
so simple. We must now draw a curve of vertices for 
rays passing through the eye, and another for rays 
passing through the object. Their intersections give all 
the possible vertices. (This construction of course gives 
the same result as the former, when object and eye are at 
the same level.) Hut the images are now by no means 
necessarily alternately erect and inverted, even though 
the curve of vertices be continuous. However, I merely 
note this extension of the rule, a3 we shall not require it 
in what follows. 

I then investigated the form of the curve of vertices in 
a medium in which the square of the refractive index 
increases by a quantity proportional to the square of the 
distance from a plane in which it is & minimum, and 
found that (under special circumstances, not however 
possible in air) three images could be produced in such a 
medium. But the study of this case (which I could not 
easily explain here without the aid of mathematics) led 
me on as follows. 

As the curvature of a ray is given by the ratio of the 


{May 24, 1&83. 


rate of change of index per unit of length perpendicular 
to the ray, to the index itself (a result which 2 find was at 
least virtually enunciated by Wollaston); and as all the 
rays producing the phenomena in question are very nearly 
horizontal :—i e. perpendicular to the direction in which 
the refractive index changes most rapidly:—their curva¬ 
tures are all practically the same at the same levels 
Hence if the rate of diminution of the refractive index* 
per foot of ascent, were nearly constant, through the part 
of the atmosphere in which the rays travel, the rays we 
need consider would all be approximately arcs of equal 
circles ; and the curve of vertices would (so far as these 
fays are concerned) lean wholly from the eye; being, in 
fact, the inferior part of another equal circle which has its 
lowest point at the eye. Hence but one image, an erect 
one, would be formed ; but it would be seen elevated 
above the true direction of the object. This is practically 
the ordinary horizontal refraction, so far as terrestrial 
objects on the horizon are concerned. The paths of the 
various rays would be of the form in Fig. 3 (the drawing 
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is, of course, immensely exaggerated) and the locus of 
vertices, abc, obviously leans from the eye. But now 
suppose that, below a stratum or this kind, there were one 
of constant density, in which of course the rays would be 
straight lines. Then our sketch takes the form Fig. 4 
(again exaggerated); each of the portions of the ray in 



Fio. 4. 


the upper medium being congruent to the corresponding 
one in the former figure (when the two figures are drawn 
to the same scale), but pushed farther to the right as 
its extremities are less inclined to tke horizon . In its 
new form the curve of vertices ABC leans back towards 
the eye, and we have an inverted image. The lower 
medium need not be uniform as, for simplicity, we 
assumed above. All that is required is that the rate of 
diminution of density upwards shall be less in it than in 
the upper medium. 

Those who have followed me so far will at once see 
that, as a more rapid decrease of density, commencing at 
a certain elevation, makes the curve of vertices lean 
back, so a less rapid decrease (tending to a u stationary 
state * ; ) at a still higher elevation will make the curve of 
vertices again lean forward from the eye. I need not 
enlarge upon this. 

Thus to repeat the conditions requisite for the pro¬ 
duction of Vince's phenomenon, at least in the way con¬ 
jectured by him, are, a stratum in which the refractive 
index diminishes upwards to a nearly stationary state, 
and below it a stratum In which the upward diminution is 
either less or vanishes altogether. The former condition 
secures the upper erect image, the latter the inverted 
image and the lower direct image. 

In my paper read to the Royal Society of Edinburgh J 
have given the mathematical details following from the 
above statement; and have made full calculations for the 
effect of a transition stratum, such as must occur between 
two uniform strata of air of which the upper has the 
higher temperature, From Scoresby's remarks It appears 
almost certain that something like this was the state of 
affairs when the majority (at least) of his observations 
were made. When two masses of the same fluid, at 
different temperatures, rest in contact; or when two 
fluids of different refractive index, as brine' and pure 
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■water* diffuse into one another ; the intervening layer 

a nave a practically "stadonanr” refractive index at 
of its bounding surfaces, and a stratum of greatest 
rate of change of index about midway between them, 
tile exact law of change in the stratum is a matter of 
comparatively little consequence. I have assumed (after 
several trials) a simple harmonic law for the change of 
the square of the refractive index within the stratum, 
This satisfies all the above conditions, and thus cannot 
in any case be very far from the truth. But its special 
merit, and for my purpose this was invaluable, is that it 
leads to results which involve expressions easily calcu¬ 
lated numerically by means of Legend re* s Tables of 
Elliptic Integrals. This numerical work can be done once 
for all, and then we can introduce at leisure the most 
probable hypotheses as to the thickness of the transition 
stratum, the height of its lower surface above the 
ground, and the whole change of temperature in passing 
through it, I need not now give the details for more 
than one case, and I shall therefore select that of a tran¬ 
sition stratum go feet thick, and commencing 50 feet above 
the ground. From the physical properties of air, and the 
observed fact that the utmost angular elevation of the 
observed images is not much more than a quarter of a 
degree, we find that the upper uniform layer of air must 
under the conditions assigned be about 7 0 C. warmer than 
the lower. Hence by the assumed law in the stratum, 
the maximum rise of temperature per foot of ascent (about 
the middle of the transition stratum) must be about o°’2 C. 
per foot. Such changes have actually been observed by 
Glaisher in his balloon ascents, so that thus far the hypo¬ 
thesis is justified. But we have an independent means 
of testing it. The form of the curve of vertices is now 
somewhat like the full lines in the following cut, Fig. 5 
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where e i$ the eye, and the dotted lines represent the 
boundaries of the transition stratum. It is clear that, if 
PM be the vertical tangent, there can be but one image 
of an object unless its distance from E is at least twice 
S M. This will therefore be called the * ( Critical dis¬ 
tance? If the distance be greater than this there are 
three images :—one erect, seen directly through the lower 
uniform stratum—then an inverted one, due to the diminu¬ 
tion Of retractive index above the lower boundary of the 
transition stratum—and finally an erect image, due to 
the approximation to a stationary state towards the upper 
boundary of that stratum. Now calculation from our 
assumed data gives EM about six miles, so that the 
nearest objects affected should be about twelve miles off. 
Scoresby says that the usual distance was from ten to 
fifteen miles. Thus the hypothesis passes, with credit, 
this independent and severe test. A slight reduction of 
the assumed thickness of the transition-stratum, or of 
its height above the ground, would make the agreement 
exact. 

Alt the phenomena described in Vince’s paper of 1799, 
lis well as a great many of those figured in $coresb/s 
works, can easily be explained by the above assumptions. 
Scoresby’s remarkable observation of a single inverted 
im^ge of his fathers ship (when thirty miles off, and of 

g e. far Wow the horizon) requires merely a more 
diminution of density at a definite height above the 
His figure is the second in Fig. 1 above. But 
ftbyfigures.as above shown, several cases in which two 
inverted images, without rnimmmdisigtrect ones, 
fw* Seen above the ordizu^y direct-image. The natural ex¬ 


planation is, of course, a series of horizontal layers of up¬ 
ward diminishingdensity and without a "stationary state 1 ’ 
towards their upper bounding planes. I find that, by 
roughly stirring (for a very short time) a trough in 
which weak brine below is diffusing into pure water 
above, we can reproduce this phenomenon with great 
ease. In fact, when temporary equilibrium 9ets in, the 
fluids are arranged in a number of successive parallel 
strata with somewhat abrupt changes of density 

But the mathematical investigation, already spoken of, 
shows that it is quite possible that there may be layers 
tending to a stationary state without any corresponding 
visible images. 

This depends on the fact that, while the inverted image 
(due to the lower part of a stratum) is always taller than 
the object seen directly (though not much taller unless 
the object is about the critical distance); the numerical 
calculation shows that the erect image is in general ex¬ 
tremely small, and can come into notice only when the 
object is not far beyond the critical distance. Thus there 
may have been, in all of Scoresby’s observations (though he 
has only occasionally noticed and depicted them) an erect 
image above each inverted one, but so much reduced in 
vertical height as to have been invisible in his telescope, 
or at least to have formed a mere horizontal line so 
narrow that it did not attract his attention. The greatly 
superior number of inverted images, compared with that 
of the direct ones, figured by Scoresby may thus be 
looked upon as another independent confirmation of the 
approximate correctness of the hypothetical arrangement 
we have been considering. 

To obtain an experimental repetition of the phenomena 
in the manner indicated by the above hypothesis, a tank, 
with parallel glass ends, and about 4 feet long, was half- 
filled with weak brine (carefully filtered). Pure water 
was then cautiously introduced above it, till the tank was 
nearly filled. After a few hours the whole had settled 
down into a state of slow and steady diffusion, and 
Vince's phenomenon was beautifully shown. The object 
was a metal plate with a small hole in it, and a lamp vrith 
a porcelain globe was placed behind it. 1 he hole was 
triangular, with one side horizontal (to allow of distinction 
between direct and inverted images), and was placed near 
one end of the tank, a little below the surface-level of the 
unaltered brine, the eye being in a corresponding position 
at the other end. A little vertical adjustment of object 
and eye was required from time to time as the diffusion 
progressed. The theoretical results that the upper erect 
unage is usually much less than the object, and that it is 
seen by slowly convergent rays ? while the inverted image 
is larger than the object and is seen by diverging rays, 
were easily verified. 

To contrast Wollaston’s best-known experiment with 
this, a narrow tank with parallel sides was half-filled with 
very strong brine, and then cautiously filled up with pure 
water. (The strong brine was employed to make up, as 
far as possible, for the shortened path of the rays in the 
transition stratum.) Phenomena somewhat resembling 
.the former were now seen, when object and eye were 
nearly at the same distance apart as before, and the tank 
about halfway between them. But in this case the dis¬ 
parity of size between the images was not so marked— 
the upper erect image was always seen by diverging rays, 
the inverted image by rays diverging or converging 
according as the eye was withdrawn from, or made to 
approach, the tank. In this case, the curvature of each 
of the rays in the vessel is practically constant, but is 
greatest for the rays which pass most nearly through the 
stratum of most rapid change of refractive index, Hence, 
when a parallel beam of light fell horizontally on the tank 
and was received on a sufficiently distant screen, the 
lower boundary of the illuminated space was blue—and 
tfie progress of the diffusion could be watched with great 
precision by the gradual displacement of -this blue band, 
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I propose to employ this arrangement for the measure* 
ment of the rate of diffusion, but for particulars I must 
refer to my forthcoming paper. 

Wollaston’s experiment, with the red-hot poker was 
probably, his experiment with the long red-hot bar of 
iron almost certainly, similar to that above described with 
the long tank and the weak brine ; and not to that with 
the short tank, though the latter is usually cited as Wol¬ 
laston’s contribution to the explanation of the Vince phe¬ 
nomenon. We have seen how essentially different they 
are, and that the latter docs not correspond to the condi¬ 
tions presented in nature. P. G. Tait 


A TOTES 

The Council of the Scottish Meteorological Society are 
soliciting subscriptions, however small, for the proposed Ben 
Nevis Observatory, It is essential to the success of this im¬ 
portant national undertaking that the buildings should be erected 
during the present summer, and several thousand pounds are 
required before operations can be commenced. A considerable 
sum has already been received in liberal subscriptions from a 
few individuals, but not nearly enough for the purpose. We 
trust that many of our readers will send what they can to the 
Scottish Meteorological Society, Edinburgh. 

Dr. Wild, president of the International Circumpolar obser¬ 
vation parties, announces that in conformity with the request of 
several Governments the observations now going on round the 
Pole will not be prolonged beyond the time originally fixed, viz. 
September, and that all the parties, if not prevented by ice, will 
be back within that month. 

A letter read at the Paris Geographical Society states that 
P, Vidal, French missionary to Samoa, has discovered the 
remains of La Pcrouse and his unfortunate companions. 

The Rev. S. J. Perry, S.J., has lately been elected a Corre¬ 
sponding Member of the Accademia dei Lincei. 

Du. Henry Schuemann has been elected an Honorary 
Fellow of Queen’s College, Oxford. 

Last week we announced that a baronetcy had deservedly 
been conferred on Dr. William Chambers, and this week we 
regret to announce the d^h of the veteran publisher in his 
eighty-fourth year. As the head of the firm of Messrs. W. and 
R. Chambers, he has through a long life done splendid service 
in the spread of education, and of a knowledge of science. In 
his 44 Information for the People," his 44 Tracts," his text-books 
of science, among the first of their kind, and by various other 
means, he did good pioneer work in scientific literature and 
education. 

In reference to our note last week (p. 63), a correspondent 
writes that the American table at Naples is being used by itu 
first occupant, Dr. E. B. Wilson, of the Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity, Baltimore. Dr. Wilson has been working during a part 
of the year at Cambridge on early mammalian embryology, and I 
at Naples his work will probably be either on certain points in 
the development of some of the Coelenterata or upon the em* j 
bryology of the Dicegemidte as available material permits. 
Williams College, Mass., which holds the American table, 
receives a brief course of lectures from each worker whom it 

appoints to the privileges of the Naples Station. 

* 

On the evening of Friday last week several tornadoes swept 
over the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Missouri, 
which were exceptionally destructive to life and property even 
for that tornado-troubled region. It is reported that £3 persons 
hate been killed and 340 injured, many of them fatally, and a 
veiy large number of houses reduced to ruins. Of these toma- 


does the most terrible in its destructiveness would appear to have 
been the one which passed over Racine in the south-east of 
Wisconsin, killing 25 and injuring too persons, and wrecking 
150 buildings. The path of the tornado was about 400 yards 
wide and half a mile long, and all buildings, particularly those 
in the central line of its path, collapsed into mere masses of 
ruins. Waggons and other movable articles were blown into 
Lake Michigan, over which the tornado passed an leaving the 
town, the whirling columns of clouds and the violent commo¬ 
tions of the lake presenting a grand and impressive spectacle. 
The recently published “ Professional Papers of the Signal 
Service, No. VII.” show that the region over which these tor¬ 
nadoes passed is comprehended within that portion of the United 
States where tornadoes are of most frequent occurrence. 

Mr. B&unlees, the President of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, has sent out invitations for a conversazioni at the 
South Kensington Museum on Wednesday, the 30th inst. 

On Saturday last, May 19, the Essex Field Club held Us first 
meeting of the session. The party, nearly ninety in numt»er, 
alighted at They don Bois Station on the Ongar branch of the 
Great Eastern Railway, and proceeded through Epping Forest 
to Ambrcsbury Banks, where they were met by Sir T. Fowell 
Buxton. The party was then conducted through the splendid 
park belonging to the Copt Hall Estate, and finally assembled 
at Warlies, Waltham Abbey, the seat of Sir Fowell Buxton, 
who had kindly invited the Club for the occasion. In the 
course of the evening a paper on ** English Plant Names " was 
read by Mr. J. Britten, F.F..S. 

The Paris Aeronautical Exhibition will bd opened at th- 
Trocadero on June 5 and close on the 18th. MM. Janssen, 
Berthelot, Paul Bert, and Hervi Mangon are among the members 
of the committee, as well as a number of senators and deputies. 
The festival will take place at Annonay on July 29, and statues 
of the two brothers Montgolfier will be erected on the public 
place of the city. A competition has been opened in Paris, and 
the works of competitors are on view at the Cerdede la Librairie. 
The jurymen, mostly members of the Academy of Beaux Arts, 
will give their award on Saturday next. The height of the 
monument and pedestal will be 7 metres. The prize is 3000 
francs for the plaster model to be exhibited at Annonay on 
July 29, and 40,000 francs for the bronze. The marble for the 
pedestal will be given by Government. A public banquet will 
be given in Paris, M, Gaston Tissandier being in the chair. 

On April 29, at 10.30 p.m., a brilliant meteor was observed 
in Jondalen in Norway. It appeared in the cost, and went in a 
southerly direction, where it passed out of sight. Its rise to the 
eye was about the same as the moon’s, while its shape appeared 
to be conic. The colour of its track was deep red, and it shone 
so brilliantly that the smallest objects could.be seen on the 
ground. It lasted several seconds, and disappeared behind some 
mountains. 

On the 13th, at 8 o’clock in the evening, a large meteor was 
observed at Epinol, travelling from south-east to north-westj it 
hod a disk which has been estimated at a decimeter. The tall 
was of a pinky colour; a noise from explosion was beard, tt 
was also observed at Mulhausen. / 

Thu Reports on the Public Gardens and Plantations k 
Jamaica are becoming yearly of more importance* That for, the 
year ending September 30 last is now before us, Mr* Morrisopeas 
his report by bearing testimony to the liberality of the Steam- 
sbip and Railway Companies in conveying plants fae of charge 
to the different ports and railway stations. u By these mear*> u U 
is stated, 44 districts* formerly beyond r $be reach of the Public 
Gardens, have been able to obtain *s 
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cheaply as if they were la the neighbourhood of Kingston/’ It 
I* stated that a drought, caused chiefly by the failure of the May 
rains Coming alter a succession of dry months with parching 
winds, hod a prejudicial effect on all agricultural operations. 
Mr. Morris says : ** It is a subject of common remark amongst 
old planters that the 4 seasons/ or the periodical rains which 
have hitherto fallen with great regularity and copiousness during 
the months of May and October of each year, are becoming 
more and more uncertain and irregular, and the effects of these 
conditions are clearly shown in the precarious ness of the agri¬ 
cultural products affected by them. These remarks apply chiefly 
to the southern slopes of the Blue Mountains, and to such other 
districts stretching south and west where coffee and provisions 
are being chiefly raised/’ Under the bead of “Cinchona Planta¬ 
tion/' the cultivation of which plants has become an object of 
special attention in Jamaica, Mr. Morris reports very fully. He 
6 ays ; 11 In order to test the commercial value of Jamaica grown 
bark', no better plan could be followed than to send it in lots to 
the open market ani place it in competition with barks from 
other countries. That it has so satbfactorily stood this test and 
brought in a large return on the outlay, and, moreover, that the 
results of the sales have induced cinchona planting to be under¬ 
taken in the island by private enterprise with energy and success, 
are matters for which the Government no less than the general 
public are to be congratulated.” “During the past year chief 
attention has been given to the successful introduction of Cinchona 
Ltdgcriana and its establishment as a cultivated plant in Jamaica. 
In addition to the plauts established on the Government planta¬ 
tions, several thousands have been distributed amongst private 
planters, and each lot of these will doubtless form a nucleus from 
whence seed* and cuttings may hereafter be obtained, and thus 
prove molt valuable acquisitions to private plantations.” A few 
plants of the now well known cuprea bark, Ranijia pedunculata > 
have been raised from seed received from Bogota, and are being 
tried in order to test the value of the bark under cultivation. 
An attempt is about to be made to manufacture cinchona febrifuge 
in the island in a similar way to wlmt is being now done so suc¬ 
cessfully iu the Blast Indies By this means a valuable and cheap 
preparation will be available for use among the poorer classes. 
Besides the cinchonas the cultivation of jalap and various other 
economic plants has received attention during the year, so that 
we have evidence that a good deal of really useful work is being 
carried on by Mr. Morris in Jamaica. 

A WRITER in the North China Uerald on the history of gun¬ 
powder in China asserts that this explosive was known in the 
seventh century of our era. The alchemists of the Han 
dynasty, and subsequently in the fourth and following centuries, 
worked with saltpetre and sulphur, as well as cinnabar, red 
oxide of lead, and other common compounds. But in the seventh 
century we find gunpowder used to make a crackling sound and 
to afford an agreeable sight to the court of Sui Vang-ti, the 
emperor of that time. The earliest exhibitions of fireworks 
mentioned in Chinese history belong to that date. The sub- 
stances med in the composition of gunpowder are all native to 
China, and the writer appear* to prove conclusively that the 
Arabs derived the art of firework making, as well as gun¬ 
powder, from die Chinese. The discovery once made, the 
Chinese alchemists, owing to the badness of their hypotheses 
and the futility of their aims, were slow at improve, 
meat. But the doctors of the Arab colonies in China 
carried to Bagdad the germs of the Chinese discoveries, and 
there they Were elaborated into new forms. In abort, in many 
artroPd tetomre* the Arabs learnt from China, and, assisted 
hr NestorUnr, Jews, and Creeks, improved on what they 
lwiie& In oottme of years, cafroon, matchlocks, end shell* 
0 mk lith riege*brought to China from Mohammedan 
there are faint traces to the deventocentory of rude 


firearms; in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries the records of 
their use in the Chinese wars become frequent and distinct* 
The Golden Tartars, in their Wars with South China in the 
twelfth century, used cannon which they colled 11 heaven-shaking 
thunder.” In an iron tube was placed powder which was **set 
fire to, and would bum down half a square ii of houses and 
pierce a coat of mail made of iron rings,” It is expressly stated 
that Genghis Khan, the Mongol conqueror, used cannon in his 
wars, Kublai Khan also used these weapons at a siege cele¬ 
brated in Chinese history—that of Siang-yang. Hearing, it is 
said, the sound of the explosion, which shook the sky, and 
-seeing that the balls entered seven feet into the earth, the 
Chinese defenders of the city capitulated. It is clear that 
China owed its knowledge of ariillery to the Mohammedans, 
In the fourteenth century commenced the European intercourse 
with China, which then abandoned the Arabs, and took the 
Portuguese as teachers in the construction of weapons of 
warfare. 

News from Iceland slates that from the iaih to the a 1st of 
March there were violent volcanic water eruptions. 

A Reuter's telegram from Hong Kong via San Francisco 
announces the completion of the telegraph line between Canton 
and that colony. This Is the second great line in China, and 
appears, to have been constrncted wholly by native merchants in 
Canton, who found the want of early communication with 
western markets in their commercial transactions. Vigorous 
preparations are also being made for the most formidable under¬ 
taking of this nature that has yet been attempted in China, vise, 
a line connecting Peking with Canton. According to the latest 
information an expeditionary party has arrived at Shanghai to 
conduct the nece-sary surveys. It will proceed first to Soochow, 
and there, under the escort' of 200 troops, will commence its 
work, proceeding southward. 

A NUMBER of students at the Ecole des Mines of France will 
during the summer make an excursion to the Arctic regions. A 
steamer, in cliarge of a Norwegian Arctic hunter, will bring the 
party to Throndhjem and Hammerfest, and thence to Spits¬ 
bergen, which will be examined during a fortnight’s stay. The 
Naturalistic Mu-eurn of Paris sends two savants with the party. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include two Green Monkeys ( Cercopithecus caUitri- 
thus 6 9 ) from West Africa, presented by Mr. Thou. H. Dixon ; 
a Long-eared Owl {Asia o/us) t British, presented by the Rev, H. 
D. Grantham j a Smooth Snake {CoronA/a lewis), European, 
presented by Mr. W. H. B. Pain; seven Black and Yellow Cy¬ 
cled us ( Cyclodus mgroduteus) from Tasmania, presented by Baron 
Ferdinand von Mueller, C.M.Z.S*; a Proteus (Proteus anguinus), 
European, presented by Miss Maud Howard ; a Sea Crayfish 
(PaHnwus vulgaris), British Seas, presented by Messrs. Mile¬ 
stone and Staniforth ; three Green-winged Doves (Chalcophaps 
indica) from India, a Herring Gull {Larus argeit/atus), British, 
deposited; a King Vulture {Gyfagus papa) from Tropical 
America, purchased; a Cabot's Tragopan (Ceriorms tnboH $) 
from North-West China, received on approval 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Comet of 1707.—The elements of this comet’s orbb, 
as calculated by L&caille and Struyck, bear a certain degree cf 
resemblance to those of the comet discovered by De Vico at 
Rome on February 20, 1&46 (1846 XV. of our catalogue*), to 
u hich Van DeintoV definitive calculation assigns a period of 
revolution of 73 years. The interval between the perihelion 
postage* in 1^07 and 1846 would give two period* of 69*1 years; 
there is consequently a sufficient reason tor examining how far 
the elements of the comet of 7707 represent the observations. 
It appears to have been discovered by M*aft*di at Bologna on 
November 3$, and toe place given in toe Mmaim of the Peris 
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Academy for that date was in R.A. 3°®* 25', Dec], -34* 17 * 
Ffogrtf in hi* CcmJtegraphie mentions lhat according to Strayok 
this position is erroneous, and that ten ir mutes should be added 
to the declination and five *0 the right ascension as printed 
in the Af/moircs t adding that if Lacaille has u^ed the Bologna 
observation his orbit would be Less accurate than that of Struyck. 
The Bologna observers Manfredi and Stancari found the comet 
on November 35, in the same field of view of an 8 -foot tele¬ 
scope, with two stars, the distance between which they estimated 
at o'. At 7b. 14m. 47s. apparent time the centre of the comet, 
was in the right line joining these stars, and its distance from 
the northernmost star was one-third of the distance between 
them. It is easy to see from the rough position given, 
that the stars in question are Piazzi XX., 296 and 298, and 
carrying back his places, we have for the position of the 
comet referred to the mean equinox of iyoS’O, R.A. 307° 49'‘ 3 , 
Decl. - 23" 44'* 1. The equation of time was 12m. 37s. sub¬ 
tractive from apparent time, and hence the Greenwich mean 
time of observation was November 25 ’26163. The place calcu¬ 
lated from Land lie's orbit, first published in his “Lemons 
d'Astronomie," diffeis + f'S in R.A. and + 5'‘6 in Decl., so 
that it is evident he did not me the )>osi[icn as erroneously de¬ 
duced in the moires. The agreement of his elements with 
the Paris observation on December 1 7 is fairly good ; there is a 
much larger deviation from the approximate places determined 
at Bologna, on January 13 and 17; but these observations of 
Manfredi and Stancari are probably affected with very material 
error*, as such is certainly the case with the deduced position 
for the night of dhcovery. So far as can be judged from this 

attial comparison of Lacaille’s elements with observation, the 

ypolhesis of identity of the comet of 1707 with that of 1846 is 
not supported, hut the observations of the former may deserve 
further discussion. 

The Transit of Venus. —Prof. C. A. Young has published 
his observations of all four contacts in the late transit of Venus 
made at the Halstecl Observatory, Princeton, N.J., with the 
23-inch equatorial, and a power of 160, At the two internal 
contacts the aperture was diminished to 5$ inches, “ in order to 
make the observations comparable as far as possible with those 
of the various government expedition^," but at the external 
Contacts the full aperture was employed ; a polarising heliocope 
was attached. We have compared the times given by Prof. 
Young with those calculated from the reduction equations pub¬ 
lished in this column, in the formation of which it was the main 
object to get geometrical contacts. It has been previously men¬ 
tioned that there was a close agreement between prediction and 
observation in the case of the results obtained at Harvard 
College, and the following are the small ciftercnces (calc.-obs.) 
for Prof, Young's 3— 

L-v 6 s. ... II. 4-34, ... III. -15s. ... IV, ~ 4 s. 

The British Association Catalogue of Stars,—W e 
lately remarked, not without Rome surprise, that a copy o£ this 
work was priced in a continental list of second-band books at 
the high figure of 12/. ior,, or about three times the cost at its 
publication in 1845. Such a fact naturally induces the query, 
Is there occasion for a new general catalogue of the principal 
fixed stars, or, say, of stars within the limit of naked-eye vision? 
It is a question upon which there will probably be a wide differ¬ 
ence of opinion, and it is one that it would be of interest to 
discuss. 


geographical NOTES 

The la^t number of the Verhandlungen der GcseUsc ha ft fur 
Erdkundt of Berlin contains a paper by Prof. Brauns, late of 
Japan, on the Island of Yezo, The writer agrees with Mr. 
Keane and other ethnologies that the Ainos are a totally 
different race from the Japanese. The number of these people 
in Yexo and the Kuriles is given by the Japanese Govern¬ 
ment as t8,ooo, but many authors place the number as high as 
50,000. In Saghalin there are 10,000 to 1^000, and if those in 
the southern part of Kamchatka who are living under Russian 
rule ore included, the total number of the race would probably 
be from 60,000 to 70,000. In the same issue the indefatigable 
explorer of the Philippines, Herr Jsgor, describes briefly a 
recent journey through Luzon. An interesting communication 
liRt ?f the papers published by the Geographical Society 
ofToklo i» its volume for 1880, This Society is composed, we 
believe, almost wholly of natives, and its papers are printed in 


Japanese. There appear to have been in all thirty-eight com¬ 
munications of one kind or another: the writers or translator* 
(for some of the papers are apparently translations from others 
in European languages) ore in all eases Japanese. Among the 
papers ore several on tun history and geography of Okinawa, os 
the Japanese call the Loochoo group ; the climate of Peking ; 
Japanese intercourse with foreign countries in the middle ages; 
a journey to Vladivostock ; the history of geography in Japan j 
history and geography of Persia by a Japanese who hod tra¬ 
velled through the country; description of Australia; descrip- 
tin of a voyage in the Persian Gulf; of a journey on the Khirgiz 
steppes; ancient Japanese geographical names; description of 
Saghalin ; on the absence of precious stones in Japan, &c. f Ac. 
Some of these papers would hardly meet'with a favourable re¬ 
ception from the Council of the Royal Geographical Society ; 
but in Japan they are listened to and read afterwards in their 
printed form by hundreds of people who have never left their 
own country, and who possess but a very small geographical 
literature. When this is remembered, the list will appear not only 
a creditable one to the travellers, but also a most useful one for 
the spread of geographical knowledge in Japan, which after alt 
is the purpose of the Society. 

The annual report of Mr. Tremlett, the British Consul at 
Saigon, contains some interesting geographical information 
about the northern and less known districts of the Indo-Chinese 
peninsula. The governor of Cochin China sent out an expe¬ 
dition to explore the country between the Meikong and Annum 
at about 14^ latitude. The party left Veawehileng, on the 
Meikong, proceeding eastward. After parsing the river valley 
tbe country became hilly and wooded, intersected with numerous 
watercour>es. No difficulty was experienced until the arrival of 
the travellers near the Cambodian frontiers. As they proceeded the 
hostility of the people became yet more pronounced, and finally 
their passage towards Annatn was closed altogether. They were 
finally compelled to retreat, losing all their baggage on the way, 
and after three months' absence they reached a friendly post. 
The Mol# inhabit the wilds between Cambodia, Siam, Burtnah, 
and China. Commerce, properly speaking, does not exist 
among them, and traffic is carried on by exchanges, The 
various roads and river are stopped up by the people themselves 
to prevent the passage of pillagers and enemies ; as a result the 
people arc very backward. Money is almost unknown or un- 
appreciated among them. A native who will not work for a 
dollar a day will do so for a bell costing a few cents. The 
articles most valued by the Mols are buffaloes, red and white 
cottonadcs glass ware, bras3 wire, utensils, salt, and salt fish. 

From the same report we learn that an exploration of the 
upper waters of the Saigon river by Lieut. Gautnier shows that 
previous charts are incorrect j the names given in them being 
imagi nary. There appears to have exlsted in this region in former 
times one or more states in an advanced stage of civilisation* as 
may be seen by ruins still remaining, probably offshoots of the 
famous Angker Wat, The present race of Mols claim no descent 
from their predecessors on the soil, and indeed It would be diffi¬ 
cult to find a lower state than theirs* It is difficult to communi¬ 
cate with them, as the language is not easily picked up by the 
Annamites. They appear to be in a state of independence, 
paying no tribute to any of their neighbours, although the King 
of Cambodia is their nominal suzerain. The report concludes 
by saying that the French Government will have to send a much 
more serious expedition if anything is to be learned about these 
regions; two or three men can learn nothing. 

The great attention which France has given for many years 
past to the Indo-Chinese peninsula is shown by a return printed 
in the Proceedings of the Sociki Acadfmiqut htdo*Chinoiu cd oil 
the scientific expeditions despatched by the French Government 
to this region, Theic embrace archaeological, ethnological, 
geographical, and other scientific objects, and up to 1881 they 
were seventy seven in number. They commence os far back as 
1680, when the Jesuit Pallu visited the courts of Tonkin and 
Annam. Seventeen of these took place before the military 
occupation of any part of Crchin China by the French ; thirty 
three were sent by the Ministry of Public kstrwtfoft, chiefly for 
archeological purpose*, while the remaining twenty-seven were 
sent by the Ministry of Marine and the Colonies, and ween de¬ 
voted principally to exploration. To understand the moss of 
scientific work done by the French In lado-ChinA, it must be 
remembered that these seventy-rteven expeditions do not include 
the innumerable journeys and researches of the missionaries, 
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which commence ns far heck as the end of the fifteenth century, 
the various expeditions sent out by private enterprise, those 
despatched for military, naval, or diplomatic purposes, or, finally, 
the various hydrographic or geodetic surveys undertaken by the 
launch authorities in Cochin China. 

THU teachers at the school for the sons of Japanese nobles in 
Tokio appear to have hit upon a notable method of teaching 
physical geography. In the court behind the school building is 
a physical map of the country, between three and four hundred 
feet Jong. It is made of turf and rock, and is bordered with 
pebbles which look at a little distance much like water. Every 
inlet, river, and mountain is reproduced in this model with a 
fidelity to detail which is wonderful. Latitude and longitude 
are indicated by telegraph wires snd tablets show the position 
of the cities. Ingenious devices are employed in illustrating 
botanical studies also. For example, the pine is illustrated by 
a picture showing the cone, leaf, and dissected flower, set in a 
frame which shows the bark and bngitudlnal and transverse 
sections of the wood. 

In No. 103 of the Zeitschaft of the Berlin Geographical 
Society will l?e found a fine series of new large scale maps by 
H. Kiepert on the region containing the ruins of Baby Ion, embody¬ 
ing the results of new surveys and explorations. In the same 
number Herr Karl Schneider has a long paper on the valley 
formations of the Eifel. 

Prof. Fries has written an interesting paper proposing that 
part of Greenland should be colonised by La ftps. He maintains 
that the country would be a paradise to the mountain Lapps, 
that it is no more inhospitable than their own country, that there 
would be no restrictions to their wanderings, and that xn the 
interior in summer and on the coast in winter they would find 
abundant forage for their herds. Prof. Fries is of Nordenskjbid’s 
opinion, that m the interior abundant reindeer pasture will be 
found. Moreover, as a Lapp cm always follow where a reindeer 
leads this would be an excellent plan of discovering the true 
nature of the interior; it seems certainly worth trying. 

Two gentlemen from MUnster (Westphalia)—-Dr. Bachmann 
and Dr. Friedrich Wilms—are about to start on a scientific tour 
to Southern Africa, the Transvaal to begin with, in order to 
make zoological and botanical researches. Their journey will 
extend over several years, and the travellers will endeavour to 
establish direct commercial relations l>etween the South African 
oolonies and Germany. 


ELECTRICAL UNITS OF MEASUREMENT' 

'T'HE lecturer began by observing that no real advance could 
A be made in any branch of physical science until practical 
methods for a numerical reckoning of phenomena were esta¬ 
blished. The “scale of hardness’' for atones and metals used 
by ndnerologitits and engineers was alluded to as a mere teat in 
order of merit in respect to a little understood quality, regarding 
which no scientific principle constituting a foundation for defi¬ 
nite measurement had been discovered. Indeed it must be 
confessed that the science of strength of materials, so all impor¬ 
tant in engineering, is but little advanced, and the part of it 
relating to toe quality known as hardness least of all. 

In the last century Cavendish and Coulomb made the first 
advances towards a system of measurement in electrical science, 
and rapid progress towards a Complete foundation of the system 
was effected by Amp&re, Poisson, Grem, Gauss, and others. As 
late as ten years ago, however, regular and systematic measure- 
meat in electrical science was almost unknown in the chief 
physical laboratories of the world ; although as early as 1858 a 
practical beginning of systematic electric measurement had 
been introduced in the texting of submarine telegraph cables. 

A few yeoft have sufficed to change all this, and at this time 
electric measurements are of daily occurrence, n >t in our scien¬ 
tific laboratories only, but also in our workshops and factories 
where is carried on the manufacture of electric and telegraphic 
Apparatus Thus ohms, volt*, amperes, coulombs, and micro- 
mm are now common terms and measurements in these units 
mecoamonly practised to within one per cent* of accuracy. It 
mams* indeed, .at if the commercial requirements of the applico- 
nOA pf datrtridty to lighting and other u-es of everyday life 
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were destined to influence the higher region of scientific investi¬ 
gation with a second impulse, not less important than that given 
thirty years ago by the requirements of submarine telegraphy. 

A first step toward the numerical reckoning of properties of 
matter is the discovery of a continuously varying action of some 
kind, and the means of observing' and measuring it in terms of 
some arbitrary unit or scale division ; while the second step is 
necessarily that of fixing on something absolutely definite as the 
unit of reckoning. 

A short historical sketch was given of the development of 
scientific measurement, as applied to electricity and magnetism, 
from its beginning with Cavendish abont 100 years ago, to the 
adoption or the absolute system of measurement by this country 
in 1869, at the instance of the British Association Committee 
on Electric Standards. The importance in this development of 
the originating works of Gauss and Weber was pointed out, as 
also of the eight years* labours of the British Association Com¬ 
mittee. This Committee not only fairly launched the absolute 
system for general use. but also effected arrangements for the 
supply of standards for resistance coils, in terms of a unit, to be 
as nearly as possible 10* centimetres per second. This unit after¬ 
wards received the name of the ohm, which was adopted from a 
highly suggestive paper which had been communicated to the 
British Association in 1861 by Mr. Latimer Clark and Sir 
Charles Bright, in which some very valuable scientific methods 
and principles of electric measurement were given, and a system 
of nomenclature—ohmaB, kilohmas, farads, kilofaradg, volts, and 
kilovolts—now universally adopted with only unessential modi¬ 
fication, was proposed for a complete system of interdependent 
electric units of measurement. At the International Conference 
for the Determination of Electrical Units held at Paris in 1S82, 
the absolute system was accepted by France, Germany, and the 
other European countries; and Clark and Bright's nomenclature 
was adopted in principle and extended. 

Gauss’s principle of absolute measurement for magnetism aud 
electricity is merely an extension of the astronomer's method of 
reckoning mass in terms of what may be called the universal 
gravitation unit of matter, and the reckoning of force, according 
to which the unit of force is that force which, acting on unit of 
mass for unit of time, generates a velocity equal to the unit of 
velocity. The universal-gravitation unit of mass U such a 
quantity of matter, that 1 if two quantities, each equal to it, be 
placed at unit distance apart, the force between them is unity. 

Here mass is defined in terms of force and space, and in the 
preceding definition force was defined in terms of mass, space, 
and time. Eliminating mass between the two, it will be found 
that any given force is numerically equal to the fourth power of 
the velocity with which any mass whatever must revolve round 
an equal mass, fixed at such a distance from it as to attract it 
with a force equal to the given force. And, eliminating force 
between the two primitive definitions of the uxiiver.sal-gravitation 
system, it will he found that any given mass is numerically equal 
to the square of the velocity with which a free particle must 
move to revolve round it in a circle of any radius, multiplied by 
this radius. Thu«, take a centimetre as the unit of length, 
and a mean solar second as the unit of time, and adopt 5*67 
grammes per cubic centimetre as the mean density of the earth 
from Baily’s repetition of Cavendish’s experiment, and suppose 
the length of thi seconds’ pendulum to be 100 centimetres, and 
neglect the oblateness of the earth and the centrifugal force of 
its rotation (being at the equator only 1/2890f gravity), the result 
for the universal gravitation units of mass and force h respec¬ 
tively 15*36 French tons, and 15 36 megadynes, or 15*07 time* 
the terrestrial surface-weight of a kilogram. 

The ultimate principles of scientific measurement were illus¬ 
trated by the ideal case of a traveller through the universe who 
has brought with him on his tour no weights, no measures, 
no watch or chronometer, nor any standard vibrator or spring 
balauce, but merely Everett*! units and constants, and a complete 
memory and understanding 6 f its contents, and who dedres to 
make for himself a metrical system agreeing with that which he 
left behind him on the earth, To recover bh centimetre the 
readiest and most accurate way is to find how many wave¬ 
lengths of sodium light there are in the distance from bar to bar 
of a grating which he can engrave far himself on a piece of 
glass. How easily this is done, &upp>ing the grating pace 
made, was illustrated by a rapid experiment performed In the 
course of the lecture, without other apparatus than a little piece 
of glass with 950 fine parallel lines engraved on it by a diamond, 
and two candies and a measuring tape Of unknown divisions of 
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length (o ily used to measure the ratio of the distance between 
the candle* to the distance of the grating from either). The 
experiment showed the distance from centre to centre of con¬ 
secutive bars of the grating to be 32 times the wave-length of 
yellow light. This being remembered to be 5 89 X 10-® of a 
centimetre, it was concluded that the breadth of the apace on 
Which the 250 lines are engraved is 250. 32, 5*892. io- 5 , or 
*4714 of a centimetre 1 According to the instrument-maker it is 
really *5 of a centimetre 1 Five minute* spent ou the experiment 
instead of one, and sodium flames behind fine slits, instead of 
open candles blowing about in the air might easily have given 
the result within one-half per cent, instead of 4} per cent 
Thus the cosmic traveller can easily rcc ?ver his centimetre and 
metre measure. To recover his unit of rime is less easy. One 
way is to go through Foucault’s experimental determination of 
the velocity of light. 

Bat he must be imagined as electrically-minded ; and he will 
certainly, therefore, think of 41 n,” the number of electrostatic 
units in the electro-magnetic unit of electricity j but he will, 
probably* see his way hetter to doing what he wants by making 
for himself a Siemens' mercury unit (which he can do easily, 
now that he has his centimetre), and finding (by the British 
Association method, or Lorenz’s with Lord Rayleigh’s modifi¬ 
cation, or both), the velocity which measures its re istance in 
absolute measure. This velocity, as is known from Lord 
Rayleigh and Mrs. Sidgwick, is 9413 kilometres per mean solar 
second, and thus he finds, iti mean solar seconds, the period of 
the vibrator, or arbitrary-unit chronometer, which he used in bis 
experiments. 

Still, even though this method might be chosen as the 
readiest and most accurate, according to present knowledge, of 
the fundamental data for recovering the mean solar second, the 
method by ** v f> is too interesting and too instructive in respec- 
to elimination of properties of matter from our ultimate metrical 
foundations to be unconsidered. One very simple way of ex¬ 
perimentally determining 41 7/” is derivable from an important 
suggestion of Clark and Bright’s paper, referred to above. Take 
a Leyden jar, or other condenser of moderate capacity (for 
example, in electrostatic measure, about 1000 centimetres), 
which must be accurately measured. Arrange a mechanism to 
charge it to an accurately measured potential of moderate 
amount (for example, in electrostatic measure, about 10 e.g.s., 
which is about 3000 volt^), and discharge it through a galvano¬ 
meter coil at frequent regular intervals (for example, ten times 
pee second). This will give an intermittent current of known 
average strength (in the example, io fl electrostatic e.g.s., or 
about 1/300,000 e.g.s, decti\>magnetic, or 1/30,000 of an am¬ 
pere), which is to he measured in electromagnetic measure by an 
ordinary galvanometer. The number found by dividing the 
electrostatic reckoning of the current, by the experimentally 
found electromagnetic reckoning of the same, is 14 y,” in centi¬ 
metres per the arbitrary unit of time, which the experimenter 
in search of the mean solar second has used in his electrostatic 
and electromagnetic details. The unit of mass which he has 
chosen, also arbitrarily, disappears from the resulting ratio It 
is to be hoped that before long “s'" will be known within l/lo 
er cent. At present it is only known that it does not probably 
iffer 3 per cent, from 2*9 X 10™ centimetres per mean solar 
second. When it is known with satisfactory accuracy, an 
experimenter, provided with a centimetre measure, may, any 
where in the universe, rate his experimental chronometer to 
mean solar seconds by the mere electrostatic and electromsg* 
netic operations described above, without any reference to the 
sun or other natural chronometer. 

The remainder of the lecture was occupied with an explana¬ 
tion of the application of the absolute system in all branches of 
electric measurement, and the definition of the now well known 
practical units founded on it, called ohms, volts, farads, micro¬ 
farads, amperes, coulombs, watts. The name mho, found by 
saying ohm to a phonograph and then turning the drum back¬ 
wards, was suggested for a unit of conductivity, the reciprocal 
of resistance. The subdivision, millimho, will be exceedingly 
convenient for the designation of Incandescent lamps. 

The British Association unit has been found by Lord Ray* 
leigb and Mrs. Sidgwick to be *9868 of the true ohm (io« centi¬ 
metres per second), which differs by only 1/50 per cent, from 
■98791 the number derived from Joule's electrothermal measure¬ 
ments described in the British Association Committee's Report 
of 1867, with 77a Manchester foot-pounds taken as the dynami¬ 
cal equivalent of the thermal unit from the measurement 
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described in his Royal Society paper of 1849, and confirmed by 
his fresh measurement of an yean later, published in hla last 
Royal Society paper on the subject. 

It is satisfactory that, whether for interpreting old results, or 
for making resistance-coils anew, electricians may now safely 
use the British Association unit ns *9868, or the Siemens u dt os 
*9413, of the ohm defined os to 0 centimetres per second. 


U.S. NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES' 

'"PHE annual meeting of this body was held in Washington 
during the last week, with an attendance of forty members. 
Scientific sessions were held on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Fri¬ 
day, in the large lecture-room of the National Mueum, and 
business sessionson every day of the meeting. 

Twenty-four foreign associates were elected os follows j— 
Astronomers * Prof. Otto von Strove, of the Imperial Observa¬ 
tory at Pulkowa, Russia ; Prof. J. C. Adams, of Cambridge, 
Eng. ; Prof. A. Aimers, Director of the Observatory at Berlin ; 
and Prof. Theo. von Oppolzer, Director of the Observatory at 
Vienna. Mathematicians : Prof. Arlhur Cayley, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Cambridge, Eng. ; Prof. J. J. Sylvester, of the Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore; and Prof. E. Bertrand, of 
Paris. Physicists : Prof. R. Clausius, of the University of 
Bonn ; Baron 1 L von Helmholtz, Professor in the University of 
Berlin ; Prof. Robert Kirchhoff, of the University of Berlin; 
Prof. G. G. Stokes, of the University of Cambridge, Eng. *, and 
Sir William Thomson, Professor in the University of Glasgow. 
Chemists : Prof. J. B. Dumas, Secretary of the Academy of 
Sciences, Paris; and Professors M. Berthelot, Boussingault, 
Chcvreul, and Wiiriz, all of Paris. Geologist: Freiherr von 
Richthofen, Professor in the University of Bonn, and President 
of the German Geographical Society. Botanists: Sir T- 
Hooker, Director of the Botanical Gardens at Kew, Eng.; 
Prof. A. de Candolle, of Geneva. Biologists: L. Pasteur, of 
Paris; Prof. T, H. Huxley, of London ; Prof. R. von Virchow, 
of the University of Berlin; A. von Kolliker, Pro c essor of 
Anatomy in the University of Wurzburg. Prof. Struve, one of 
the newly elected foreign associates, who is oa a visit to this 
country, was a regular attendant at the scientific sessions of the 
Academy, and read a paper. * 

In consequence of the death of Prof. W. B. Rogers, the 
President, it became necessary to elect his successor. On the first 
ballot, Prof. Wolcott Gibbs, f Caml>ridge, one of the founders 
of the Academy, was elected. He, however, firmly declined 
the honour, from a feeling, as he said, that he could not give the 
time necessary to the work. The Academy reluctantly acouiesced 
in the decision of Prof. Gibbs, and proceeded to a *ecooa ballot, 
when Prof. 0 . C. Marsh, of New Haven, the octipg President* 
was elected by a handsome majority. The newly-elected 
President will hold office for six years. 

The first act of the new Preside it was to announce that he 
had received from Mrs. Mary A. Draper, widow of Prof. Henry 
Draper, the sum of six thousand dollars, oOcomp^med by a deed 
of trust which fully specified the objects she had in view. He 
called upon Prof. Barker to explain the nature of the trust to 
the Academy. Prof. Barker first mode Borne appropriate re¬ 
marks, recalling Prof. Draper's interest in the Academy* *fid 
then read the deed, the substance of which is as follows :-VThe 
income of the trust is to be used 14 for the purpose of striking a 
gold medal which shall he called the * Henry Draper Modal,’ 
shall be of the value bf two hundred dollars,” and Khali be 
awarded from time to time, but not of tenor then once in two 
years, as a premium to any person in the United States or else¬ 
where who shall make an original investigation in astronomical 
physics, the results of which shall be deemed by the Academy 
of sufficient importance and benefit to science to mrilt such 
recognition. If at any thne the income of the fund shall exceed 
the amount necessary for the striking of the medal, the surplus 
may be used in aid of InvestWarion* and work in astronomical: 
physics to be made and carried on by a citiren of the Uttoed 
States, 

The President appointed Messrs. G. F. Barker, W. Gibbs, 
S, Newcomb, A. W, Wright* and C. A. Young as a committee 
to have charge of the fund, to make rules to govern the award 
of the medal, and to Suggest to the Academy for approval the 
names of those who may he considered worthy Of the award. 

The Treasurer announced that in accordance with the will bf 
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like l»te Prof. James C. Watson the sum of about fourteen thou- 
x&od dollars had bean placed in his bands. When the estate is 
finally dosed a further sum wlU be paid over to the Academy. 
The Income of the Watson fund is to be used under the direc¬ 
tion of three trustees—Messrs. J. £. Hilgard, S. Newcomb, and 
J, H. C. Coffin-—for the purpose of aiding astronomical re¬ 
searches. In accordance with tne recommendation of the trus¬ 
tees the Academy granted five hundred dollars from this fund 
towards defraying the expenses involved in observations of the 
total solar eclipse of May 6, 1883. 

later in the meeting Prof. Simon Newcomb of Washington 
was elected Vice-President, and Prof. Asaph Hall of Washing¬ 
ton dome Secretary. Five new tueiabers were elected : Pror. 
A. Graham Bell of Washington, Dr. J, S. Billings, U.S.A., of 
the U.S. Army Medical Museum, Washington ; G, K. Gilbert 
of the U.S. Geological Survey ; H. B. Hill and C. I-. Jackson, 
Professor* of Chemistry in Harvard College. The whole number 
of members is now ninety-five. 

pn the afternoon of Thursday the Academy adjourned to take 
part by invitation in the Ceremonies attending the unveiling of 
rhe statue of Prof. Henry in the grounds of the Smithsonian 
Institution. The time for these ceremonies was purposely fixed to 
coincide with that of the spring meeting of the Academy. Henry 
Was preeminently a scientific man, and at the time of bis death 
President of the Academy ; and yet the member* of the Academy 
were placed far down the line in the procession—after the Com¬ 
missioners of the District of Cohimba, and after officers of the 
army and navy. This fact must be regarded as evidence of a 
lack of appreciation of the relations exiting between Henry and 
the Academy and of the true worth and dignity of science. 

The exercbes, which were in good taste, began with a short 
address by Chief Justice Waite. After this, at a rignal, the 
covering was quickly drawn aside, instantly revealing the entire 
statue. Loud applause followed, tho^e who were seated rose to 
their feet, and all hat* were removed. The scene was highly 
impressive j and when the Philharmonic Society, accompanied 
by the full marine band, burst forth with Haydn’s grand chorus 
** The heavens are telling," the heart must have been a hardened 
tvtte which did not experience a feeling of exaltation. 

In the opinion of all, the Statue is dignified and pleasing, and 
vividly calls to mind the honoured original. President Porter’s 
* oration, which was the principal event of the afternoon, was 
listened to with much interest. It dealt with the plain facts of 
the life of Henry, and was all that his best friends could have 
desired. 

Among the pleasantest social features of the meeting was a 
reception given to the members of the Academy on Thursday 
evening by Prof. A. Graham Bell. There were present many 
well-known gentlemen, among them General Sherman, Chief 

j ustice Waite, Senator Sherman, ex-Secretary Blaine, and the 
apanese, Swedish, and Belgian ambassadors. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 


Zeitschrift fiir wis sense haft lie hr ZooUgie, Bd. xxxviii. Heft I, 
February 20, 1883, contains t—On the vascular system and the 
imbibition of Water in the Najadae and My til id®, by Dr. Her¬ 
mann Griesbach (PI. I).—Researches among the Protozoa, by 
Dr* A. Gruber (Plates 2 to a)5 describes and figures several 
new genera and species,—On the origin of the saliva (.Putter soft) 
and the salivary glands in the bee, together with an appendix on 
their olfactory organ, by Dr. P, Schlcmenz (Plates 5 to 7).—On 
the development of the red blood corpuscles, by Dr. W, Feuer- 
Btack (woodcuts):—-Candid reply to my critics in the matter of 
the u Brain of Fishes* 1 * by G. Putsch. 


Proceedings of the St, Petersburg Society of Natural History> 
VoL xiii. Part I, for 1882, contains: On the archeology of 
Russia, by Count Tivatkov (the Stone Period).—Notes of a 
jottttwy on the Dnieper in 1844, by Dr. Kessler,—On Capra 
caucasua, Gilld., by H. Dinnik.—Darwinism from the point of 
VfeWof universal physical science, by A. Beketov.—A mono- 

» lof the MysidW to he found in Russia (Marine, Lacustrine, 
Fluviatile)* by VoMemaro JCxemiavsky, fasc, a. All the 
Utove artiries are in Russian except the last, which is in Latin, 
hhd R U jftuatntted by four lithographic plates. 

y-tmrml oftfu Fustian Chemical and Physical Society, vol. xv. 

Phhydroparixm CjjH,* obtained from the ally! 


yt carbinoL bj 
arbonC 10 



and W. Nieplsky.—On 
ally! dipropyl carbinoJ, 


by $, Reformatsky. It is a colourless liquid boiling at about 
158* Celsius, insoluble in water, and easily soluble in alcohol 
and ether. It rapidly absorbs the oxygen of the air; density 
0787 at o*, 0774 at 16 0 , and 0770 at 21“.—Chemical analysis 
of Kieff clays, by S* Bogdanoffi The white clay contains 96 per 
cent, of kaolins; the loess contains 83*5 per cent* of quartz, 
felspar, mica, and other silicates, 5'38 of kaolin, and 673 of 
carbonate of lime.—On the diisooctyl, by A, Alecbin.—On the 
composition of the water which accompanies the naphtha and is 
discharged by mud-volcanoes of the Government of Tifiis, by A. 
Fotyliuin (second paper).—An elementary demonstration of the 
pendulum-formula, and on a differential aerial calorimeter, by 
W, Preobrajensky. 

The Archives des Sciences Physiques et Naturellcs for February, 
1883, contains papers by C. E. Guillaume on electrolytic con¬ 
densers; by Emile Yung, on the errors of the senses, a contri¬ 
bution to the study of illusions and hallucinations; by Ernest 
Favre, on the Geological Survey of Switzerland for 1882, con¬ 
cluded in the March number. To the latter C. de Candolle 
sends an interesting essay on the ripple marks formed on the 
surface of sands under water, and on other nna’ogous pheno¬ 
mena. 

The Journal de Physique thbrique ei appliques for March 
contains papers by Ph. Gilbert, on the experiments best suited 
for demonstrating the rotation of the earth; by G. Lippmann* 
on Helmholtz's theory of double electric layers as applied to 
electro capillary phenomena; by H. Fellat, on the same sub¬ 
ject ; by A. Ko^ensiiehl, on the definition of complementary 
colours; by Ch. Cros and Aug. Vergeraud, on a direct positive 
photographic paper. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 
London 

Royal Society, March 15.—“On the Changes which take 
place in the Deviations of the Standard Compass in the Iron 
Armour-plated, Iron, and Composite-built Ships of the Royal 
Navy on a considerable change of Magnetic Latitude." By 
Staff-Commander E. W. Creak, R.N,, of the Admiralty Com¬ 
pass Department, Communicated by Capt. Sir F. J. Evans, 
R.N., K.C.B., F.R.S., Hydrographer of the Admiralty. 

The period comprised between the years 1855-68 was one of 
active research into the magnetic character of the armour-plated 
and other ships of the Royal Navy and iron ships of the Mer¬ 
cantile Navy, 

Among other contributions to this subject a paper by F. J. 
Evans, Staff-Commander R.N., F.R.S., and Archibald Smith, 
F.R.S , was read before the Royal Society in March 1865, 
relating to the armour-plated ships of the Royal Navy, and con¬ 
taining the first published results of the system of observation 
and analysis of the deviation of the compass established four 
years previously. 

From lack of observations in widely different magnetic lati¬ 
tudes the authors of that paper were unable to define the pro¬ 
portions of the semicircular deviations cubing from vertical 
induction in soft iron and that arising from permanent or sub¬ 
permanent magnetism in hard iron. 

During the last fifteen years vessels of all classes—except 
turret snips—have visited places of high southern magnetic 
inclination or dip, and the analysis of the deviations of their 
standard compasses has been made, showing the constants of 
hard and soft iron producing semicircular deviation. 

The constants for soft iron provide a means of predicting 
probable changes of deviation on change of magnetic latitude for 
certain vessels of the following clasaoF, and others of similar 
construction. 

1. Iron armour-plated ships. 

2. Iron cased with wood. 

3. Iron troopships. 

4. Iron and steel cased with wood. 

5. Composite-built vessels. 

6. Wooden ship* with iron beams and vertical bulkheads. 

These vessels were aU in a state of magnetic stability previous 

to the observations which have been discussfcd, and their com¬ 
passes have had the semicircular deviation reduced to small 
values, or corrected* in England by permanent bar magnets. 

This correction may be considered as the introduction of a 
permanent magnetic force acting independently, and in opposi¬ 
tion to the magnetic forces of the ship proceeding from hard iron. 
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. it U now proposed to consider the effects of a change 0/ 
magnetic latitude on the component parts of the deviation, 

Semicircular Donation 

Oft semicircular deviation £rora*fore and aft forces, time has 
hut little effect, and the greater part of it is due to permanent 
magnetism in hard iron which may be reduced to zero for all 
latitudes by a permanent magnet 

A second but small part of this semicircular deviation proceeds 
from sub-permanent magnetism * n hard iron * It “ subject to 
alterations slowly by time, from concussion, and from the ship 
remaining in a constant position with respect to the magi.etic 
meridian for several days, and is more intensely affected by a 
combination of the two latter causes. 

Deviations from sub-permanent magnetism which have tem¬ 
porarily altered in value as described, return slowly to their 
original value on removal of the inducing cause. 

The principal cause of change in the semicircular deviation on 
change of magnetic latitude, in corrected compasses arises from 
vertical induction in soft iron, which changes directly as the 
tangent of the dip. 

In standard compasses judiciously placed with regard to sur¬ 
rounding iron this element of change is snruill and similar in 
value for similar classes of ships. 

With very few exceptions, nearly the whole of the semicircular 
deviation from transverse forces is due to permanent magnetism 
in hard iron subject to the same laws as that proceeding from 
fore and aft forces. 

In the exceptional coses alluded to there is a small part due to 
vertical induction in soft iron, changing directly as the tangent of 
the dip. 

Quadt ant a l Deviation 

This deviation is caused by induction in horizontal soft iron 
symmetrically placed, and it does not change with a change of 
magnetic latitude. Time alone appears to came a gradual 
change in its value during the first two or three years after the 
ship is launched, when it becomes nearly permanent. 

The diminution of the mean directive force of the needle which 
is common to all modern vessels of war, improves slowly at first 
by lapse of time, and finally assumes a permanent value. 

Relative Proportions of Hard and Soft Iron 

It has been found that the relative proportions of the hard and 
soft iron affecting the standard compasses of twenty-five vessels 
examined differ considerably, even in ships of similar con¬ 
struction. 

This difference may be accounted for by the compasses not 
being placed in the Same relative position in the ships, considered 
os magnets of various forms and contain mg numerous iron bodies 
introduced during equipment. 

General Conclusions 

The following general conclusions have special reference to 
the standard compass positions in the fix classes of vessels pre¬ 
viously mentioned. 

1. A large proportion of the semicircular deviation is due to 
permanent magnetism in hard iron. 

2 . A large proportion of the semicircular deviation may be 
reduced to zero, or corrected, for all magnetic latitudes, by fixing 
a hard steel bar magnet or magnets in the compass pillar, in 
opposition to, and of equal force to, the forces producing that 
deviation. 

3. A very small proportion of the semicircular deviation is 
due to sub-permanent magnetism, which diminishes slowly by 
lapse of time. 

4. The sub-permanent magnetism produces deviation in the 
same direction as the permanent magnetism in hard iron, except 
when temporarily disturbed (1) by the ship's remaining in a 
constant position with respect to the magnetic meridian for 
several days, (a) by concussion, or (3) by both combined, when 
the disturbance is intensified. 

5. To ascertain the full value of changes in the sub-permanent 
magnetism, observations should be taken immediately on the 
removal of the inducing cause. 

6 . In the usual place of the standard compass the deviation 
caused by transient vertical induction in soft iron is small, and of 
the same value (nearly) for ships of similar construction. 

7 * The preceding conclusions point to the conditions which 
should govern the selection of a suitable position for the standard 
compass with regard to surrounding Iron in the ship. 


Anthropological Institute, April £4*—Prof. W. H. Flower 
F.R.S., president, in the chair,—The election of Mr. C. Roberts* 
F.R.C.S., was announced.—Mr, W. M, Flinders Petrie read a 
paper on the mechanical methods of the Egyptians* The author 
exhibited several specimens of ancient Egyptian work, and 
described the methods by which he believed them to have been 
roduced.—Mr. F. C. J. Spurrell read a paper on some palseo- 
tMc knapping tools and modes of using them. 

May 8,—Prof. W. H. Flower, F.R.S., president, in the 
chair.—Mr. Frederick Bonney read a paper on some customs of 
the aborigines of the River Darling, New South Wales. The 
tribes with which the author was most familiar are called 
Bungy-arlee and Parkungi. 1 They inhabit a district within lat 
39 °- 34 < '* S., long. 141* 146° E. The country in its natural state 
was incapable of supporting a large population, being subject to 
protracted droughts, during which both food and water were 
scarce. There is a similarity in ihe typical features of all the 
Australian aborigines, but to a close observer each tribe has its 
own peculiarities, Though ugly and unprepossessing in appear* 
ance, they are most kind, gentle, and of quite average in¬ 
telligence and morality. The aborigines of Australia are often 
spoken of as the loweBt type of humanity, but the author con¬ 
sidered this to be a libel on the whole of them, and was positive 
it is so as regards the tribes he knows best. Mr. Bonney then 
proceeded to give a description of the life-history of the above- 
mentioned tribes.—Lieut.-Col. H. H. Godwin-Austen, F.R.S., 
read a paper on the discovery of some worked flints, cores, and 
flakes from Black heath, near Chilworth and Bramley, Surrey.— 
A paper by Admiral F. S. Tremlett, F.G.S., was read, on stone 
circles in Brittany, in which the author described three circles 
discovered by the late Mr. James Milne, in the commune of 
Carnac ; they bad presumably been places for cremating the 
dead, and also for depositing the urns; the greater part of the 
latter were found inclosed in cists of quartz covered over by a 
slab of schist, neither of which are to be found in the dUtrict.—- 
Mr. W. Galloway exhibited a skull and a number of rubbed 
bones and other implements from the islands of Oronsay and 
Colonsay, forming part of a large collection exhibited by him in 
the Great International Fisheries Exhibition. 

Physical Society. May 12.—Prof. Clifton In the chair,— 
New Member, Mr. A. W. So ward.—Mr* Woodward described 
an experiment illustrating morion produced by diffusion. A ' 
porous reservoir of clay containing air was suspended from one 
end of a weighted balunce beam, A glass tube projected from 
it below and dipped into a vessel of water. A jet of hydrogen 
gas was allowed to play on the outside of the reservoir and the 
balance beam began to oscillate. This is an adaptation of 
Graham's well-known experiment, and is in fact a diffusion 
engine. Prof. Adams explained the action by the variation of 
pressure in the reservoir set up by diffusion.—Mr, W. Latit 
Carpenter read a paper on some uses of a new projection lan¬ 
tern. This lantern, of German make, is applied by Mr. Pater¬ 
son, and is simple in construction, cheap, and gives a good 
image visible to a large audience. It can be used with a tnree- 
wick oil lamp or the limelight. Mr. Carpenter showed a 
number of objects on the fia€en. Mr. Lecky and Mr. Wood¬ 
ward offered some remarks, the latter deprecating a too frequent 
use of projection with students.—Dr. C. R. Alder Wright read 
a paper on the electromotive force of Clark's mercurous sulphate 
cell and the work done during electrolysis. He described the 
: best mode of constructing Clark's standard cell. Accord¬ 
ing to numerous tests, these cells vary in E.M.F. about 
0'2 per cent. + or - among themselves. A cdl properly 
I made will keep its value for about two years. It is of 
great importance that the cell should not be worked or 
the current reversed through it, otherwise it may permanently 
deteriorate. The extraction of air from the paste Is not very 
essential, and boiling it is unnecessary. It t$ more important 
that the solutions of zinc sulphate should be saturated. Dr, 
Wright described a cell in vacuum which is a good standard. 
He found the E.M.F. to vary 0*4 per cent between ©* and too* 
C. With regard to the work done in a cell, among other 
interesting deductions, he found that in a secondary battery the 
larger the plates the greater the economy. In the electrolysis of 
water the gjeater the surface condensing power of the electrodes 
for gas the less difference of potential w required to decompose 
the water. Thus with platinum electrodes a lower E.M.F. 
serves for the electrolysis than with gold electrodm.—^Prof. 
Foster then took the chair, and Fred* Clifton read a paper on a 
complete determination of a double, convex lens % lineal 
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measurement* on the optical bench. This was a method (tome 
what similar to that of Mr. Boys, previously described to the 
Society) for determining the four quantities of a lens on the 
bench by Kneel measures, and without the use of the sphero- 
met er and prism. Experiments showed that it was ahjut as 
accurate as the apherometer method. 

Edinburgh 

Royal Society, May 7.—Prof. Mac lagan, vice-president, in 
the chair.—By request of the Council Prof. Jamw Geikie gave 
as address on recent advances in the Pleistocene geology of 
Europe. The. characteristic deposits of this period, which 
embraces the Palaeolithic age of the antiquarians, were descried 
in considerable detail—the terminal and ground moraines and 
other glacial remains, the fluviutile and lacustriuc formations, 
and the cave deposits. The limits were indicated of the great 
Scandinavian ice-sheet, which poshed itself southward over 
North Germany and over the watershed of Central Russia, and 
westward across the German Ocean towards our islands, thereby 
modifying the trend of the native ice^stream^ that have left their 
traces all over our hills and rouni our co^ts. As an indication 
of the great power of this agent it was mentioned that some 
portions of the brown-coal l>eds of Saxony which have been 
long worked are really not in situ , bul have been pushed 
out of place by the ice-sheet. In describing the fluviatile de¬ 
posits Prof. Geikie drew attention to a suggestion made by 
Darwin, that frozen snow accumulating in the valleys below 
the glacier limits might easily act as barriers and jjive rise to 
extensive flooding. The fauna and flora and the evidence of the 
interglacial beds were then touched upon, and the address ended 
with a general summary of results with special reference to the 
climatic peculiarities of the Pleistocene period. It thus ap¬ 
peared that Europe was subjected to gre*t climatic changes, 
severe glacial periods alternating with times of peculiar equable 
climate in which temperate flora and fauna flourished side by 
side with forms whicn are now met with only in southern 
regions. 

] Sydney 

Linnean Society of New South Wales, March aS.— 
Rev, J, E. Teiman-WotxU, F.L.S., vice-president, in the chair. 
—The foil *wing papers were read :■—Occasional notes 0:1 plants 
indigenous in the immediate neighbourhood of Sydney (No. 3), by 
Edwin Haviland. This paper refers chiefly to the genus Lobelia % 
its mode of fertilisation, and its domestication—On tooth- 
marked bones of extinct marsupials, by Chas. W. de Vis, B. A., 
A large proportion of fossil marsupial bones from the Dirling 
Downs, recently examined by Mr, de Vis, arc c msidered by him 
to show more or less decided trace* of the action of the teeth of 
carnivorous animals. The tooth-marks are ascribed to the agency 
partly of the native dog, partly of the ThylacoUo , and partly of 
an extinct species of Sarcophilus which was identified by a por¬ 
tion of a tibia,—On Brachalletes palmeri , an extinct marsupial, 
by Chas. W. de Vis, B.A. A femur from the Darling Downs 
differs so markedly from that of Macropus and Halmaturus in 
the less prominent character of the great trochanter that it i< 
considered to bel mg to a new generic type, proposed to be 
named BracAaBdes .—On the habits of the 14 Malice ben” (Leipoo 
ocdlata), by K. H. Bennett, This gives an mteresting and de- 
tidied account from the author's own observation of the nidifica* 
tiop and general habits of this very curious bird. —Mr. Macleay 
exhibited a specimen of Dendrolagm dorianus , a new species of 
Tree Kangaroo from Mount Owen Stanley, New Guinea, de* 
scribed by Mr. E. P. Ramsay at the January meeting of the 
$ode£y. He pointed out that the hair on the body all turned 
the wrong way, 

Berlin 

Physiological Society, April 13,—Prof, du Bois Reymond 
spoke Ab out a series of elictrophyriological investigations which 
n*began at the same time as his “Investigations in Animal 
Electricity,” which have long since been Incorporated in science, 
now forty year* ago, and about which he has as yet not pub* 
listed anything, vis., about the secondary electromotor pheno¬ 
mena of tmmea, nerves, and electric organs. These latter are 
distinguished from primary electromotor phenomena of nerves 
*ad Maries by the fact than the Utter appear in quiescent 
otguus and take place without being directly influenced by an 
emrnai .electric current, whereas the former appear only as a 
oosweqtteuce of an extrinsic electrical current, and consequently 
are edtxzaactedwiththe polarisation appearances in electrolytic*! 

M through a fluid electrolyte 


by means of metallic electrodes, a reverse (negative) pslarisa* 
don current is, as Is well known, produced between the 
electrodes by the accumulation of ions on the anode and 
cathode, In the year 1836 Peltier described a similar nega¬ 
tive (in direction opposed to principal current) polarisation 
in masses of frogs* limbs through which an electrical current 
was being passed, and explained it in the name way by the de¬ 
velopment of ions on the electrode*. When Prof, du B >is Rey¬ 
mond repeated this experiment in the beginning of the forties, 
he found that an electromotive force was active not only at the 
electrodes but that each piece of the preparation through which 
the current was passing hod a negative electron >tive reaction, 
and showed an opposite current to the polarising on 3 in a gal¬ 
vanometer that was applied* On further study of this pheno- 
menm, he found this “inner" polarisation in every porou* 
conductor, which is soaked with a readily conducting electro¬ 
lyte, and it was in all case* negative ; on the other hand an outer 
positive polarisation exhibited itself on the line of ontict of 
dissimilar electrolytes, when the current was led through a 
pad smked with water into a salt solution. Fresh auimil tissues 
of the most different kinds, when a current was led through 
them between pad* soaked in common salt; accordingly showed 
an outer positive and an inner negative polarisation. Further, 
the lecturer studied an outer and an inner secondary (called forth 
by the current! resistance, of which the former was at least 
partially accounted for by the cataphorical action of the current. 
When afterwards (i.r. after the determination of the above-men¬ 
tioned physical phenomena) the inner polarisation was studied 
on living muscles, secondary electromotor appearances of such 
irregularity and complexity manifested themselves that it wsl& 
only after lalwrious investigations that were extended over many 
years that the simple law that the phenomena obey was dts- 
civeicd. It was discovered that when a current was passed 
through a muscle the inner polarisations might be positive as 
well as negative, that they depend on the density and length 
of duration of the polarising current, and that each of these 
polarisations can be altered in a different manner by these two 
factors. If the densities and duration of action of the primary 
current are properly graduated, the phenomena follow the fol- 
lowin * law :—With very weak polarising currents the inner 
polarisation is negative, and increases up to a certain limit with 
the duration of the current ; with somewhat stronger current*, 
the inner polarisation is nt first p >sitive, but soon passes over 
into the negative, which goes on increasing with the duration of 
the current; with still stronger currents, the initial positive 
inner polarisation Incomes stronger and longer lasting, and then 
again become* negative with the longer duration of the primary 
current. If the density of the polarising current increases still 
mure, the initial positive current beomes weaker and weaker, 
and finally disappears altogether, aud give* way to a polarisation 
that is negative from the beginning. Accordingly there exists 
in the interpolar p >rtion of a muscle that is traversed by a 
curreil, after a certain limit has been exceeded, a poritivs inner 
polarisation, which in a short time is replaced by a negative 
pdarisation, and the deduction from these phenomena is that 
both secondary electromotive forces—those with the sa ne and 
with opposite direction?—are present in the portion of muscle 
traversed by the electrical current. These electromotive forces 
manifest themselves alternately, the pred >m'nance of the 
one and the other being conditioned by the several de¬ 
pendence of each upon the density and duration of the 
primary current. This indication of a positive inner polarisa¬ 
tion, Le* of secondary electromotor forces, which occasion a 
current in the same direction as the primary current, is a fact of 
fundamental import in the theory of animal electricity. The 
positive polarisation proved itself to be dependent upon the 
direction of the primary current, since it was stronger in the 
upper half of the muscle when the direction of the current was 
from below upwards, whereas it was stronger in the lower half 
with a descending current; furthermore It manifested itself in 
living muscles only, whereas the negative polarisation occurred 
also in muscles that had been boiled or otherwise killed; finally, 
the positive polarisation yras less strong in active than in quies¬ 
cent muscles* At the end of the fifties the lecturer had atm 
succeeded in demonstrating a positive inner polarisation in 
nerves ; it showed the same regularity as wa* afterwards, with 
finer appli vnees, quantitively estimated in muscles j that is to 
say, with small curreirt-densitie* a negative polarisation only was 
manifested * with greeter currtnft-densltles andvery ahort dura* 
lion bf closing a purely positive polarisation was manifested* 
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which passed over into a negative polarisation with the longer 
duration of the primary current* Here also the different mani¬ 
festations of the nerve polarisation led, as in muscles, to the 
recognition of two simultaneous electromotive forces, which 
behave differently to the intensity and duration of the primary 
current And as in muscle the direction of the primary current 
influenced the strength of the pdsipve polarisatior, similarly in 
nerves the direction had an influence upon the positive polarisa¬ 
tion predominating in the motor nerve-roots when the current 
was a descending one, and conversely in the sensory nerve-roots 
when the current was an ascending one ; consequently both times 
the direction of the physiological nerve-wave predominated. 
Finally, Prof, du Bois Reymond gave an account of his experi¬ 
ments by wh ch he has demonstrated quite analogous secondary 
electromotor phenomena in the electric organs of the electric 
fish (Malapterurus). In the theoretical dbcussion of the results 
of these cx|>eriments that were carried on for so many years the 
lecturer pointed out in conclusion that the inner polarisation, 
the posiiive polarisation in particular, could scarcely be other¬ 
wise explained except by the hypothesis that in the above- 
mentioned organs (the muscles, nerves, and electric organs) 
electromotor molecules preexisted during life, which, being turned 
by the polarising current, became the occasioned causes of the 
electromotor phenomena.—Prof. Rosenthal of Erlangen spoke 
about the experiments he had made to ascertain the electric con¬ 
ductivity of living tissues. He dwelt on the difficulty of exactly 
measuring its amount, which he could only overcome by using 
alternating currents, of which, by the help of a particular appar¬ 
atus, currents of one direction only acted upon the galvanometer 
of the Wheatstone’s bridge. On the living man he found the 
resistance of the epidermis so jpreat that be regards it as an 
excellent insulator which permits the electrical current to pa-s 
through to the deeper organs only through the medium of the 
canals (the pores) that ramify through it and that are filled 
with fluid. The measurements of the conductivity of living 
animal tissues arc not yet quite completed, 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, May 7.—M. Blanchard in the chair. 
—M. Loewy explained his new method for determining at any 
momeut the relative position of the instrumental equator in 
relation to the real equator. This method is analogous to that 
already given for right ascensions, being founded on the obser¬ 
vation of the stars near the pole, and on the variations in the 
relations of the coordinates due to the deflection of the instru¬ 
ment. M. Loewy demonstrates mathematically that his plan 
combines all the theoretical and practical conditions required for 
the complete solution of the problem. It is based on the theorem 
here demonstrated that when the track described by a star in 
apparent distance from the pole coincides with its distance in 
relation to the instrumental plane, the angle may be exactly 
determined which is formed by the terrestrial axis with the line 
of the instrumental poles, by means of the variation observed 
between the apparent polar dist nee and the distance in relation 
to the instrumental plane. The method is independent of any 
possible variations in the state of the instrument during a period 
of twelve hours, and it excludes the cause of systematic error 
due to refraction. It is moreover capable of extreme accuracy, 
which, by multiplying the paints, may be carried as far as is 
desirable.—M. Tresca submitted some remarks on the observa¬ 
tions made last year by Prof. Lemstrom in Lapland on various 
circumstances connected with the phenomenon of the aurora 
borealis, which have been reported in Nature. —M, Th. 
du Moncel presented a paper by M. E. Semmola on the 
anuual variation of temperature m the waters of the Bay of 
Naples, showing the results of observations made during the 
summer of 1879 and January, 1S80, with a Negretti and 
Zambra thermometer. The observations were genially taken 
during calm weather between the hours of 11 a.m. and 3 
p.m., in depths of 30 or 40 feet, and at some distance from 
the coast. They showed that on the whole the Bay of Naples 
is only a few degrees warmer than the Mediterranean, which, 
from the observations mode in the August of 1870 by the 
English expedition under Prof. Carpenter, was found to be 25* C. 
at the surface, IS°‘S at a depth of 180 feet, 14 0 at 230, 13* at 
620, and nearly the same down to 10,000 feet. In the bay the 
temperature varied from 13* on the surface in winter to 27° in 
summer, showing a mean of about zef, or 3* higher than the 
city of Naples. This result also agrees with the mean annual 
temperature of,the Mediterranean, Which, according to Mohn, 


lies between 16“ end l <f in the west, and 21**23* in the cast.— 
Other papers were contributed by M. Lccoq de BoUbaudran 
on the extremely sensitive chancier of salts of iridium, 
rendering them most useful In detecting the presence of 
the smallest particles of iridium in compound substances! 
by G. A. Him, continuing the risumJ of the meteors 
logical observations made during 1882 at four points of the 
Upper Rhine and Vosges highlands; by Th. Schwedoff, on 
the form of the great comet of September, 1882, with two cuts 
showing its appearance on October 12 at Lyons, and on October 
17 and November 7 at Odessa; by E, de Jonqui&res, on the 
identities presented by the reductions belonging* respectively to 
the two “modes n of continuous periodical fractions. By ** the 
two modes ” of continuous fractions the author understands, on 
the one hand the ordinary continuous fractions {“ first mode **), 
on the other those in which the numerators differ from unity 
{“second mode”).—lepers were also submitted by M, Vleille, 
on the specific heats of some gases at high temperatures; by C. 
Resio, on the eleptrodynomograph, an instrument constructed 
for recording the work executed by machinery ; by J. A. Le Bel, 
on the atnylic alcohol developed in alcoholic fermentation ; by 
M. Gonnard, on the staurolites and regular groupings of the 
felspar crystals in the siliceous porphyry of Four-la-Brouque, 
near Issoire (Puy-de-D&me); by J. Thonlet, on the elasticity of 
rocks and minerals; by P. Mtfgnin, on the direct reproduction 
of taenia in the intestines of the dog and man ; by B. de Chan- 
courtois, on a common meridian and measurement of time in 
view of the universal adoption of a complete decimal system, 
with a planisphere showing two promsed initial meridians 
passing through Behring Strait and the Axores ; by Ch. Conte- 
jean, on some special cases of distribution in the Italian flora. 
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human faculty and its development 

Inquiries into Human Faculty and its Development. By 

Francis Galton, F.R.S* (London : Macmillan and Co., 
1883.) 

MONO all his anthropological brethren Mr. Francis 
Galton has no competitor in regard to the variety 
and versatility of his researches- So various and versatile, 
indeed, have these researches been, that, with the excep¬ 
tion of M Hereditary Genius” and “English Men of 
Science, their Nature and Nurture/' we have become 
accustomed to regard them as disconnected pieces of 
work, which from time to time were thrown off like 
sparks from the flame of an active mind. But in the 
present volume he has collected in one scries most of the 
investigations which he has separately published during 
the last ten years, and this collection when read in the 
light of a considerable amount of additional matter, 
clearly shows that the sundry investigations which were 
separately published were not separately conceived, but 
have throughout been united by the bond of a common 
object. This object, as the title of the book indicates, is 
that of inquiry into Human Faculty and its Development. 
And it is evident, when this fundamental note is supplied, 
that it serves to join not only the researches contained in 
the present volume, but also those of its above-named 
predecessors, into one harmony or design. 

But although there is one harmony pervading this 
work, the changes of theme are so numerous that we 
shall not be able to touch upon them all, and must there¬ 
fore restrict ourselves to considering the more important. 

The book begins with an essay on “ Variety of Human 
Nature/' as to features, bodily qualities, energy, sensi¬ 
tivity, special senses, &c. In the course of this chapter 
the leading results of the author's well-known investiga¬ 
tions on composite portraiture are brought in, the audi¬ 
bility of high notes in different individuals, as well as in 
different species of animals, &c. Next there follows a 
chapter on “ Anthropomorphic Registers/' which is 
mainly directed to showing the desirability of keeping | 
family records of the anthropometry of children until they 
are old enough to continue the records for themselves. 
To facilitate this process-—which he deems to be one of 
much practical importance in view of all that is now 
known touching the potency of hereditary influences—Mr. 
Galton urges that anthropometric laboratories should be 
established where all the needful periodic portraiture and 
other observation# on the life-history of children should 
be made and preserved on the payment of small fees by 
the parents. Without such systematic observation any one 
may pass through life without knowing that he presents 
so strongly marked a peculiarity as that of colour-blind¬ 
ness ; while the benefit to the race, a few generations 
hence, of a large mass of statistics of such consecutive 
anthropometry of numerous families would probably be 
ofthe utmost value* Indeed this suggestion as to anthro¬ 
pometric laboratories may be taken as the foundation of 
Hr. Gabon's proposed science of ^eugenics," to a tracing 
of the main principles of which his work on u Human 
Fhephy * is chiefly concerned. 

After a chapter on * Statistical Methods," we come to 
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a consideration of “ Character. 1 * So for as sex is con¬ 
cerned, “ one notable peculiarity in the character of the 
woman is that she is capricious and coy, and has less 
straightfotwardness than the man . . . and there can be 
little doubt as to the origin of the peculiarity. . . . The 
willy-nilly disposition of the female in matters of love i 4 
as apparent in the butterfly as in the roan, and must have 
been continuously favoured from the earliest stages of 
animal evolution down to the present time. It is the 
factor in the great theory of sexual selection that corre¬ 
sponds to the insistence and directness of the male. 
Coyness and caprice have in consequence "become a 
heritage of the sex, together with a cohort of allied weak¬ 
nesses and petty deceits, that men have come to think 
venial and even amiable in women, but which they would 
not tolerate among themselves.” 

The t)pe of character which leads to criminality is next 
discussed, and is shown by statistics to be strongly in¬ 
herited. After a few pages on the allied topic of insanity, 
Mr. Galton passes on to consider the gregarious and 
slavish instincts, where he shows from first-hand observa¬ 
tions on wild or but partly domesticated animals the 
immense utility of these instincts. We ourselves inherit 
from our savage ancestry instincts of the same kind, and 
thus it is that the less intellectually developed among us 
are so prone to submit ourselves, like sheep, to the 
guidance of a leader, and even to the tyranny of a despot. 

Passing on to intellectual differences, a long and inter¬ 
esting account is given of mental imagery, the main 
points of which are already known to the readers of 
NATURE. It is remarkable that men of science, and of 
hard thinking generally, are for the most part totally 
deficient in this faculty. The discussion of mental 
imagery naturally leads to the resemblance which Mr. 
Galton has previously pointed out between his composite 
photographs and general ideas ; each alike are “ generic 
images," and in many matters of detail the analogy, or, as 
we should prefer to call it, the illustration, holds good. 

Next we come to a chapter on Psychometric Experi¬ 
ments, which is devoted to an account of interesting 
experiments on the association of ideas. The influence 
Of early association and sentiment is shown by these 
experiments, and by considerations drawn from them, to 
be much greater than is generally supposed. 

One of the most interesting chapters in the book is 
that which next follows on the History of Twins. It will 
be remembered that the main fact elicited by this inquiry 
is that nature counts for much more than nurture ; for it 
is shown that “ instances exist of an apparently thorough 
similarity of nature, in which such difference of external 
circumstances as may be consistent with the ordinary 
conditions of the same social rank and country do not 
create dissimilarity.... The twins who closely resembled 
each other in childhood and early youth, and were reared 
under not very dissimilar conditions, either grow unlike 
through the development of natural characteristics which 
had lain dormant at first, or else they continue their lives, 
keeping time like two watches, hardly to be thrown out 
of accord except by some physical jar* ... The effect of 
illness, as shown by these replies, is great, and well de- 
serves further consideration. It appears that the consti¬ 
tution of youth is not so elastic as we ate apt to think; 
but that an attack, say of scarlet fever, leaves a permanent 
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mark, easily to be measured by the present method of 
comparison. 1 ’ 

The essay which follows on the {i Domestication of 
Animals ” is not so interesting, because not so original, 
as the rest of the book ; all it^ points are obvious to any 
one who has thought about the subject at all. 

A consideration of the Possibilities of Theocratic 
Intervention next leads the way to a reappearance of the 
author’s paper on the Objective Efficacy of Prayer. Here 
the logic is unexceptionable as far as it goes, but it is not 
such as to leave no loophole of escape for orthodox belief. 
The argument is that if prayer is of any avail in an objec¬ 
tive sense, it ought to admit of being shown by the 
statistical method to be so. But, as the present writer 
pointed out nine years ago when considering this essay, 
the statistical method applied to such a case is of doubtful 
validity. To show this we may quote one paragraph from 
our previous criticism :— 

“ What, then, is the whole state of the case? To illus¬ 
trate it most fairly, we shall take the strongest of the 
examples supplied by Mr. Galton, viz. that of the Clergy. 
As Mr. Galton truly observes, in no other class are we so 
likely to obtain men of Prayer. Suppose, then, for the 
sake of calculation, that one-half of the clergy are suffi¬ 
ciently prayerful to admit of their petitions influencing 
the course of physical phenomena. Next, let us suppose 
that one-half of their successful petitions for physical 
benefits are’ offered on behalf of individuals other than 
themselves : this is equivalent to reducing the number of 
the prayerful clergy to one-fourth. Here we ought to add 
that in whatever degree this section of successful prayers 
may influence the prayerless classes of the community, 
in that degree is the comparison still further vitiated. 
Neglecting this point, however, let us lastly suppose that 
one-half of the petitions for physical benefits offered on 
the petitioner’s own behoof are answered by physical 
benefits of some other kind; ... this is equivalent to 
reducing the original number to one-eighth. Now I do 
npt think any of these suppositions are extravagant. Let 
us see the result of applying them to Mr. Gabon’s tables. 
According to these tables, the clergy as a class live, on 
an average, two years longer than men of any of the other 
classes quoted, notwithstanding we are repeatedly told 
that, a9 a class, they are the most poorly constitutioned 
of all Now, neglecting the last-mentioned point, and 
also the fact that ail clergymen do not pray for long lives; 
still, even on the above data, an average of two additional 
years over all the clergy allows, when concentrated into 
one-eighth of their number, an average of sixteen additional 
years of life to every pious divine. Of course this illus¬ 
tration is not adduced in order to prove that prayer has 
in this case been observably effectual. The greater 
length of life enjoyed by the clergy may be conceded due 
to the cause assigned by Mr. Gafton-^viz. the repose of 
a country life—or to any other cause, without in any way 
affecting the present argument. All we are engaged in 
showing is that the statistical method is not a trustworthy 
instrument wherewith to gauge the physical efficacy of 
prayer ; and the above illustration has been adduced to 
show that even if the petitions of the pious clergy for 
lengthened days were somewhat more effectual than those 
01f Hezekiah, statistics would still be so far unable to take 
cognisance of the fact that the observable average in¬ 
crease of two years over the entire body of the clergy 
might reasonably be attributed to Other causes. Yet 
length of days is perhaps the most conspicuous, and 
therefore the most easily tabulated, of all physical benefits 
For which it is possible to pray,” 1 

After some well considered remarks on Enthusiasm! or 

* Burney Bare Etta* on “ Christian Prayer and Gtneral Laws,” pp. a6$-6 
(Maemithu and Co., 1873), where other ana more important consideration* 


“ to what degree the strong subjective views of the pious 
are trustworthy,” the book begins to draw towards Its 
final object, which is virtually that of marking out the 
lines of what may appropriately be called a new religion* 
We have of late had so many manufactures of this kind 
that the market is somewhat glutted, and therefore it 
is very doubtful how far this new supply will meet 
with an appropriate demand ; but we can safely recom¬ 
mend Mr. Galton’s wares to all who deal in such com¬ 
modities as the best which have hitherto been turned out 
They are the best because the materials of their composi¬ 
tion are honesty and common sense, without admixture 
with folly or metaphor. He says: “ We may not un¬ 
reasonably profess faith in a common and mysterious 
whole, and of the laborious advance, under many 
restrictions, of that infinitely small part of it which falls 
under our observation, but which is in itself enormously 
large, and behind which lies the awful mystery of all 
existence.” Having, then, this faith in the seen, and 
observing that, whatever the far-off divine event may be 
to which the whole creation moves, the whole creation is 
certainly moving in an upward course of evolution, Mr. 
Galton submits that man has now reached a level of 
intelligence which should enable him, not merely to know 
these things, but to do them. He ought to “ awake to a 
fuller knowledge of his relatively great position,” and 
begin to regard it as his high prerogative to cooperate 
with the unknown Worker in promoting the great work. 
He may infer the course that evolution is bound to 
pursue, and might therefore “devote his modicum of 
power, intelligence, and kindly feeling to render its future 
progress less slow and painful. Man has already furthered 
evolution very considerably, half unconsciously and for 
his own personal advantages ; but he has not yet risen to 
the conviction that it is his religious duty to do so 
deliberately and systematically.” 

Several directions in which such assistance might be 
yielded are pointed out in the concluding pages of the 
book, especially in the way of "eugenics”; and there 
can be no question that, if the idea of promoting evolution 
could become generally, or even largely, invested with a 
feeling of obligation, the prospects of the race would be 
greatly brightened. The most important field of human 
activity under such circumstances would obviously be 
that of improving the race by selection, and Mr. Galton 
throws out several well considered suggestions as to the 
way in which this might be done without violating so 
precious a product of evolution as the moral sense, or 
seriously interfering in any other particular with the 
ordinary usages of civilised life, 

We have said enough to show that in respect of its 
matter “Human Faculty” is ah unusually interesting 
work; but we should not do it justice were we to conclude 
this brief notice without alluding also to its ma imer or 
style. There is a strand of humour woven through the 
serious texture of the* whole, which, together with the 
ingenious cast of thought and the ingenuous cast of 
feeling> affords a most pleasing and instructive study, 
unconsciously presented, of the nature and nurture of m 
English man of science, George J,, ROMANES 

uainat this apjllication of th« *tatUtical method at* gtoft. ft may Obwrv* 
that this eeny wa* written ou a thesis which Was **t by ths Vic*-€Unealtor 
of Cambridge, and X Will think that, a pan it* give* boaisof ChrktabaHaf, 
all th® moro imporuqt of it* arguments how, both a* regard* prayer and 
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the Geological history of Britain 

Contributions to the Physical History of the British Isles j 
with a Dissertation on the Origin of Western Europe 
and of the Atlantic Ocean . Illustrated by 27 Coloured 
Maps* By Edward Hull, F.R.S., &e. (London: 

Stanford, 1882*) 

F Geology may be correctly described as a history of 
the earth, then a geologist is in the first place and 
essentially a historian. His function is to trace back the 
gradual growth of the world, organic as well as inorganic, 
and to show through what successive stages the present 
conditions of geography and of life have been reached. 
His materials, like those of the historian of human pro¬ 
gress, become fewer and less reliable in proportion to 
their antiquity. More and more as he pilots his way into 
the records of the remoter past is he driven to piece 
together their evidence with conjecture, until at last 
evidence of every kind fails him, and he is reduced to 
mere speculation. There is undoubtedly a strong tempta¬ 
tion to minds of a particular order to indulge in wide 
excursions into the unknown realms of primeval cos¬ 
mogony. The fewer the facts that may serve as guide- 
posts the greater the scope for the fancy. So long as the 
picture does not appear to outrage our established con¬ 
ceptions of physical law its enthusiastic limner considers 
himself within the safe limits of fact or, at least, of legiti¬ 
mate inference. He does not stop to consider whether 
his restoration may not in itself be flagrantly improbable, 
or whether enough may not be already known on the sub¬ 
ject to show that it is quite untenable. In this way much 
harm has been done to the progress of sound geology. 

The attempt to restore former aspects of the globe, or 
at least of different areas of its surface, may be made with 
fair measure of success up to a certain point. As the 
geologist goes beyond that point he leans more and more 
on conjecture* It is very desirable, for his own sake as 
well as for that of the subject, that the actual data on 
which he proceeds should be definitely stated. His 
readers ought to know exactly where ascertained fact 
ends and restoration begins. Yet he may be so con¬ 
vinced of the truth of his restoration that, until challenged 
to set down in definite form the amount of evidence 
actually at his command, he may honestly have come to 
regard some of his deductions as well-established truths. 
He cannot, however, be too careful to draw a clear and 
sharp line between what he knows and what he infers, 
when it i$ his object to write geological history. 

One of the most attractive branches of this history is 
that which deals with the gradual growth of a country or 
continent Many interesting and important memoirs on 
this subject have appeared, more especially in England, 
where it has long been a favourite study. Sketch-maps 
have been published indicating in a somewhat vague way 
What the authors believe to have been the probable dis¬ 
tribution of sea and land at former geological periods. 
Among those who by their original researches have contri¬ 
buted materials towards the restoration of ancient geogra¬ 
phical conditions in Britain* Fro£ Huff, the Director of 
the IrUh Geological Survey, deserves honourable mention* 
His pipers upon the changes that occurred during Car- 
boniferous, Permian, gad Triaasic times, and upon the 
^iMmstwead attenuation of the Jurassic series in this 


country are wen known to geologists. He has now, how¬ 
ever, attempted a much more ambitions task than any 
one has yet ventured upon in this department of science, 
He has published a series of maps representing what he 
conceives to have been the successive geographical phases 
through which the region of the British Islands has 
passed from the earliest geological times. Without dis¬ 
cussing the question whether the information at the 
disposal of geologists is yet sufficiently ample and precise 
to warrant an attempt of this kind, one may at leas 
demand that every care should have been taken to show 
precisely what is actually known fact and what is inference. 
But Mr* Hull gives us scanty guidance in this respect. 
There is not one of his restorations that does not prompt 
the question on what grounds itW details have been put 
together. The position of former areas of sea is usually 
sufficiently definable, but it is by no means so easy to 
say what was land, and still more difficult to assign even 
the most conjectural outlines to the shores. The author 
doubtless thinks his geographical boundaries vague 
enough ; we are inclined to regard them as a good deal 
more definite than the actual evidence in many cases 
warrants. To take as an illustration his map of Britain 
during the Upper Silurian and what he terms the 
<l Devono-Silurian” periods ; we should like to know on 
what grounds he makes Wales, the Lake Country, the 
north-west of Ireland, and much of the Highlands of 
Scotland elevated land at that time. The evidence, so 
far as we are aware, is rather in favour of these areas 
having been under the U pper Silurian sea; at least we know 
of no proof that they formed high lands, even after the 
plication and metamorphism he refers to. Nor is there 
any information as to why the author marks the area 
from the mouth of the Humber to the middle of Norfolk 
as part of his continental land. He mixes up in a 
curiously unintelligible way his “ Devono-Silurian ” and 
Lower and Middle Devonian formations, some of the 
estuaries or lacustrine areas being placed with the older 
group of strata, others with the younger, in accordance 
with certain theoretical ideas which he has already 
published* 

According to Prof, Hull's maps, most of the high 
grounds of Britain have been elevated dry land since 
the Lower Silurian period. No one, however, who has 
seriously studied how the land is continuously denuded, can 
believe this representation to be even approximately true- 
Our mountains must have been many times, and probably 
for long intervals, under water. Even if no large amount 
of sedimentary material were laid down upon them, their 
submergence would at least protect them from the degra¬ 
dation which would otherwise have worn them down. 
How does Prof. Hull know that Ireland, which was 
almost if not entirely under water during the Carboni¬ 
ferous period, did not remain more or less in the 6ame 
condition through several succeeding ages ? The presence 
of Permian and Triassic deposits in the north-east of the 
inland shows (hat considerable denudation of the Car¬ 
boniferous rocks bad taken place there before these rad 
strata were kid down. But surely it is rather a large 
inference from these slender data that all the rest of the 
country was land, with high grounds where we see them 
still How can he tell that Ireland was not entirely 
submerged beneath the Jurassic sea? Had it not been 
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for tbe protecting ©beets of basalt in Antrim, probably no 
fragment of Lias or Oolite would now have been left in 
the island. Prof. Hull submerges his country a little 
more in the Cretaceous period, but still keeps the high 
grounds as islands. Can he produce any evidence that 
they were so ? Has he sounded the Cretaceous Ocean 
about which he is so precise ? The denudation of Ireland 
has been unquestionably enormous, but had the country 
been above water as long as the Director of its Geological 
Survey imagines, we fear that every geological formation 
would have been worn off* its surface down to the very 
platform of its fundamental or Laurentian gneiss. In 
fact the continued survival of the country above water 
could only have been maintained by repeated uplifts that 
in some measure at least compensated for its superficial 
degradation. 

The chapters accompanying the maps furnish the 
reader with some of the information he requires to be 
able to estimate the extent of the data on which the 
restorations have been constructed. But they do not give 
him nearly enough of it. Some of their statements more- 
over will provoke criticism not less than the maps them¬ 
selves. The author asserts, for instance, as if it were an 
established fact, that what he regards as the “ essentially 
oceanic” conditions under which the Chalk was formed 
prevail from Ireland to the shores of the Caspian, ^nd 
from Belgium to North Africa. We can hardly suppose 
him to be ignorant of the fact that the Chalk is but a local 
development of calcareous matter confined to the western 
part of the European area. 'V et the author not only 
spreads the Chalk across most of Europe and into Africa 
and Asia, but proceeds to infer from this asserted exten¬ 
sion that “according to all the laws of terrestrial 
mechanics” the site of much of the North Atlantic must 
have been then dry land. In other words, he first infers a 
wide deep ocean, and then creates a continent to keep it 
company. 

One of the chapters, with the sounding title of “ The 
Genesis of the North Atlantic Ocean,” will be read with 
amazement by those who have watched the progress of 
recent research on this question. The author begins it by 
the following oracular announcement: “ I date the genesis 
of the North Atlantic Ocean, properly so called, from the 
dose of the Carboniferous period ; and, consequently, from 
the same period, that of the British Isles and Western 
Europe.” One is disposed at once to ask what may be 
his “exquisite reason” for this extraordinary statement, 
and he frankly volunteers it. It appears to be somewhat 
as follows:—The Carboniferous rocks of Western Europe 
were much disturbed at the close of the Carboniferous 
period, being thrown into cast-and-west ridges. Similar 
movements took place over the eastern States of North 
America, the direction of the ridges being there more 
nearly north and south* It may be concluded, therefore, 
that the formation of the basin of the Atlantic Ocean 
formed part of these terrestrial movements ! 

In his Preface the author tells us how he had long 
entertained the idea of preparing aoch a series of maps 
as he has now published, and bow he was deterred by 
the cost of publication. At last, in what we venture 
to think was an evil hour for his reputation, the Royal 
Dublin Society generously agreed to bear the expense. 
The maps were therefore prepared and published in the 
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Society's Transactions ^ and a fresh impression has been 
printed off from the plates for the volume just issued* 
Fortune would have been kinder to one whose long" 
services entitled him to gentle treatment at her bands 
had she induced him still to keep his restorations in the 
privacy of his own portfolio, at least for some years to 
come, or, if they must be published, had she insisted on 
greater accuracy in the statement of what is known and 
greater precision in the expression of what is con¬ 
jectured. 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

Die Verwandlungen der Ttere. Von Dr. Otto Taschen- 
berg, Privat-dozent in Halle. Pp. 268, with 88 Illus¬ 
trations. Small 8vo, (Leipzig: G. Freytag, 1882.) 

This forms the seventh volume of the series known as 
“ Das Wissen der Gegenwart," the object of which is to 
give, in an attractive and popular form an outline of the 
“science of the day.” Metamorphosis and development 
are always interesting subjects, and we are of opinion that 
Dr. Taschenberg has contrived to place them before his 
readers in a specially clear manner by choosing a few 
types in each class of the animal kingdom upon which to 
dilate, leaving the blanks to be filled in by more advanced 
students than those for whose instruction this elementary 
treatise is intended. The author goes in this manner 
through the entire animal kingdom, and so far as we can 
see he is well posted up in most of the latest discoveries 
and theories bearing upon his subject; we miss, however, 
any allusion to the disputed position of Limulus f although 
the metamorphoses of that remarkable animal are not 
entirely overlooked. A work such as this is naturally to 
a large extent a compilation, and in all such works the 
good or bad influence exercised depends upon the acumen 
of the author in his choice of subjects and authorities. 
In the present instance our author seems usually to have 
consulted the best and most modern authorities. The 
numerous illustrations are mostly very good ; some of 
them are superlatively so. In these, as in the text, various 
works have been laid under contribution ; and probably to 
no work is the author under greater obligation than the 
text-book on embryology by the lamented F. M. Balfour, 
but due acknowledgment is always made. 

The concluding chapter is devoted to a sketch of the 
“ evolution of species,” in which, in a few pages, the 
author has contrived to give succinct historical informa¬ 
tion, winding up with a definition of “ protoplasm/ 1 in 
connection with which a German translation from well- 
known English lines is given, and perhaps the definition 
was so modelled as to fit the lines. We reproduce them, 
just to show what latitude may be allowable in transla¬ 
tion 

** Der grosse Ciisar tot und Lehm geworden 
Verstopft ein Loch wohl vor dem rauhen Norden, 

O dass die Erde, der die Welt gebebt, 

Vor Wind und Wetter eiue Wand verklebt.” 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of % rejected manuscripts. 

, No notice is taken of anonymous communications* 

[The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible* The pressure on his spate is so groat 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure tke aipearanct even 
of communications containing interesting am noveljkcts.] 

Natural Selection and Natural Tbecdog^ * 

1 AM very glad to fiud from Prof. Asa Gray’s last communica¬ 
tion! Nature, yol. xxviii. p. 78) that the remit of our 11 amicable 
discussion” hm been that of coming to an egteeo&ent on aU 
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points save one, which, as he truly observes* U "seemingly 
capable of settlement by scientific inquiry , n This point simply 
fg 5§ to whether variation in plants and animals is promiscuous 
(not "lawless”) or is restricted to beneficial lines. 

Now with reference to this point, 1 observed in my first letter 
(Nature, vol xxvii, p. 362) that if variation is promiscuous it 
is only the favourable variations that are able to survive, and 
hence the sole ground of entertaining natural selection os an 
agency in the process of evolution; but that, on the other hand, 
it it could be shown that variations always take place ex¬ 
clusively in the directions required for a development of the 
adaptations, so as to leave no room for the operation of natural 
selection, then the evidence of design as deduced from the theory 
of evolution would become comparable with that evidence as 
deduced from the theory of special creation. But I also pointed 
out that " the burden of proof lies with the natural theologian to 
show that there has been some such intelligent guidance of the 
variations, not with the evolutionist to show cause why there 
may not have been snch guidance," And now 1 understand 
Prof. Gray accepts this as a correct statement of the case, observ¬ 
ing in his last letter that, if variation is promiscuous, " then no 
doubt the theory of natural selection may be ‘ the substitute of 
the theory of special design , 9 so as to efface that evidence of 
underlying intelligence which innumerable and otherwise inex¬ 
plicable adaptations of means to ends in nature was thought to 
furnish. If it is not so, then the substitute utterly fails.” 

It is most satisfactory to me that the issue has thus been 
clearly reduced to a simple matter of scientific observation, and 
I may add that 1 am much interested to find that a naturalist of 
such high standing as Prof. Gray still holds to the view that, 
" so far as observation extends, it does not warrant the supposi¬ 
tion of omnifarious and aimless variation.” Of course, if I had 
not believed in 1 * aimless variation ” as of universal occurrence 
in organic nature, I should never have snppoved that the theory 
of evolution by natural selection could in any way touch the 
theory of special design ; but finding that my fundamental belief 
in this matter is still open to question by so esteemed an authority 
as Prof. Gray, and observing that wc are here upon the ground 
of a purely scientific question, I should like to say a few words 
in justification of this belief. 

No one has attended to the subject of variation with a tenth 
part of the care that was bestowed upon it by Mr. Darwin, and 
no one has been gifted with a better judgment in matters of this 
kind. 1 shall therefore restrict myself to giving a brief outline 
of his matured opinion upon the subject. 

Everywhere he speaks of variation as promiscuous or aimless, 
but Jiever as "lawless,” and only under a carefully guarded 
meaning as accidental. That is to say, he has no doubt that 
every variation is due to causes, though not of a teleological 
kind. Of these causes he regards changes of environment as 
highly important; but nevertheless he is inclined to lay less 
weight on these " than on a tendency to vary due to causes of 
which w e are quite ignorant.” 1 But with reference to variations 
not taking place exclusively in beneficial lines he says: "As 
man has domesticated so many animals and plants belonging to 
widely different classes, and as he certainly did not choose with 
prophetic instinct those species which would vary most, we may 
infer that all natural species, if exposed to analogous conditions, 
would, on an average, vary to the same degree. . . . We have 
abundant evidence of the constant occurrence under nature of 
Blight individual differences of the most diversified kinds ; and 
wc are thus led to conclude that species have generally originated 
bv the natural selection of extremely slight differences; . . . 
although each modification must have its own exciting cause, 
and though each is subjected to law, yet we can so rarely trace 
the precise relation between came and effect, that we are tempted 
to speak of variations as if they arose spontaneously. We may 
even call them accidental, but this must be only in the tense in 
which we say that a fragment of rock dropped from a height 
nwes its shape to accident. . . . If an architect were to rear a 
noble and commodious edifice without the use of cut stone, by 
^electing from the fragments at the base of a precipice wedge- 
formed stones for his arches, elongated stones for his lintels, and 
fiat stone* for his roof, we should admire Iris skill and regard 
hpn ** the paramount power. Now the fragments of stone, 
though Indispensable to the architect, bear to the edifice the same 
relation which the fluctuating variations of organic beings bear to 
varied and admirable structures ultimately acquired by their 
modified descendants. . , . The shape of the fragments at the 

* Origin l( Speck*/' 6th edition, p. key. 


base of our precipice may be called accidental, but this is not 
strictly correct; for the shape of each depends on a long 
sequence of events, all obeying natural laws; • % . but in regard 
to the use to which the fragments may be put, their shape may 
be strictly said to be accidental. . * . Can it be reasonably 
maintained that the Creator intentionally ordered, if we we the 
word in any ordinary sense, that certain fragments of rock should 
assume certain shapes, so that the builder might erect his edifice ? 
If the various Iaws which have determined the shape of each 
fragment were not predetermined for the builder’s sake, can H 
be maintained with any greater probability that He specially 
ordained for the sake of the breeder each of the innumerable 
variations in our domestic animals and plants;—many of these 
variations being of no service to man, and not beneficial, far 
more often injurious, to the creatures themselves? Did He 
ordain that the crop and tail-feathers of the pigeon should vary 
in order that the fancier might make his grotesque pouter and 
fan tail breeds ? Did He cause the frame and mental qualities of 
the dog to vary in order that a breed might be formed of in¬ 
domitable ferocity, with jaws fitted to pin down the bull for 
man’s brutal sport ? Rut if we give up the principle in one case, 
—if we do not admit that the variations of the primeval dog 
were intentionally guided in order that the greyhound, for 
instance, that perfect image of symmetry and vigour, might be 
formed,—no shadow of reason can be assigned for the belief 
that variations alike in nature and the result of the same general 
law?, which have been the groundwork through natural selection 
of the formation of the most perfectly adapted animals in the 
world, man included, were intentionally and specially designed. 
However much we may wish it, we can hardly follow Prof. Afa 
Gray in his belief * that variation has been led along certain 
beneficial lines/ like a stream ’along definite and useful lines 
of irrigation.’ ” 1 

I could give a number of other quotations to the same general 
effect from the writings of Mr. Darwin, but I think these are 
enough to show, os I have said, that if there is any evidence of 
variations being determined in special and beneficial lines, it 
now lies with the teleologist to adduce such evidence. If this 
could be done it would be a matter of immense importance, both 
from a scientific and a speculative point of view, seeing that on 
the scientific side it would be subversive of the whole theory of 
natural selection, and on the speculative side would therefore 
leave us where wc w ere before the publication of the "Origin 
of Species.” But at present the whole weight of such scientific 
evidence as we have appears t* me unquestionably opposed to 
Prof. Gray’s statement that, "so far as observation extends, it 
does not warrant the aupposirion of omnifarious and aimless 
variation.” George J. Romanes 

Carson Footprints 

In Na’.ure (vol. xxvii. p. 578) which I have just seen* the 
Duke of Argyll calls your attention to the so-called human foot¬ 
prints uncovered in the prison yard at Carson* Nevada. I have 
carefully examined these tracks, and read a paper on the subject 
before the California Academy of Science, August 27, 1882. 
Unfortunately the proceedings of the Academy have not yet 
been published, though copies of the several papers on this sub¬ 
ject have been printed and privately distributed. Perheps a 
brief account of these tracks will be interesting to your readers. 

The nearly horizontal strata in which they occur consist of 
beds of sandstone with thin layers of fine shale. The track 
layer, which is one of these latter, has been uncovered over an 
area of nearly two acres, and forms the floor of the prison yard, 
while the stone removed has been used to build the prison. In 
the course of the excavation a number of fossils have been 
found, among which the most important are the jaws and teeth 
of an elephant, probably A. Amcricanus % and two species of 
horse, Equus Pacificus and occidental ; some freshwater shells, 
all of recent specks, have also been found. The age of the 
deposit seems to be that of the " Equus beds” of American 
geologists* which by some are put in the uppermost Pliocene, 
and by others in the lowest Quaternary. It is probably a tran¬ 
sition between the two. 

The whole surface of the shale exposed in the prison yard 
is literally covered with tracks of many kinds, but the mud was 
so soft when the tracks were made that the nature of many of 
them can only be guessed. Some were probably those of a 
horse; some probably of a wolf; some certainty of a deer; 

* " Variations of Animalv and Plant# under Domeittaafon.” Second 
1 edition, vol. fi. |)jk 4<«'a, 4»C, 4sM« 
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auray were those of long-legged wading birds. But the most 
Interesting are thoee of the Mammoth and the problematical 
•o-ceikd human tracks. About the Mammoth tracks there can 
be no doubt. Some of these were uncovered by blasting in my 
presence; round beam-shaped impressions, 5 inches deep and 
inches across, and ooouaying in regular alternating series, the 
IdatMoot tracking almost perfectly with the fore-foot. The 
nature of the so-called human tracks, however, is far mote 
doubtful. These occur in several regular alternating series of 
15*40. In sire they are 18-20 inches long, and 8 inches wide. 
In shape they are many of them far more carved than the human 
track, especially in soft mud. The stride is a£ to 3 feet, and 
even more. The outward turn of the track is in many cases 
greater than in human tracks, especially In soft mud. But the 
most remarkable thing about them on the human theory is the 
straddle, *.v. the distance between the right and left series. This 
I found to be 18 and even 19 inches, which was fully as great as 
that of the mammoth tracks. This is probably the greatest 
objection to the human theory. On the other hand, the great 
Objection to the quadrupedal theory is the apparent singleness of 
the tracks, and the absence of daw-marks. But it must be 
remembered that the tracks are deep, and the outlines somewhat 
obscure, and also that the mammoth tracks, on account of 
trucking of hind with fore*foot, are in most cases, though not 
always, single. 

Auer careful examination for several days, the conclusion I 
came to was that the tracks were probably made by a large 
plantigrade quadruped, most likely a gigantic ground-sloth, 
such as the Mylodon, which is found in the Quaternary, or the 
Morotheftium, which is found in the upper Pliocene of Nevada. 
The apparent singleness, the singular shape, and the large out¬ 
ward turn of the tracks I attribute to the imperfect tracking of 
hind and fore-foot on the same side, while the absence of claw- 
marks was the result of the dogging of the feet with mud. 

This view seems to me moi»t probable, 1 but many who have 
aeon the tracks think them human, and I freely admit that there 
is abundant room for honest difference of opinion. On any 
theory the tracks are well worthy of scientific attention. 

Berkeley, California, May 12 Joseph Le Conte 


speedily determine whether the explanation here suggested is the 
correct one. By way of illustration, I may mention that the water 
of the ornamental pond in the centre of the Horticultural Garden*, 
supplied clear and bright shortly before the opening of the Fisheries 
Exhibition, had assumed within a few days and still retains the 
colour and consistency of green-pea soup through the rapid de¬ 
velopment, under the action of light, of a unicellular cryptogam 
in the manner above described,. W, Savuxe Kent 


Singing, Speaking, and Stammering 

Referring to the letters in Nature (vol. xxvii. p. 5S0) on 
my classification of vowel sounds, allow me to explain:— 

The ctassificaiion given in the ** Principles of Elocution” (4th 
ed., 1878) was retained from the earlier editions of that work, 
because of the difficulty, or impossibility, of exhibiting the com¬ 
plete vowel system of visible speech without V.S. symbols. For 
the purpose^ of the book on Elocution, the latter were not 
required; but a note (on p. 36) immediately preceding the 
“ General Vowel Scheme M explains the baais of the complete 
classification developed in visible speech. 

As you have given an abstract of my classification, quoted by 
Dr. Stone from u Principles of Elocution," I shnll be glad if you 
will show your readers the following abstract of the visible 
speech classification :— 


c lassificaiton oj vowels in Visible speech 


Nine Lingual positions yield 

9 Primary vowels. 

Each Primary vowel yields 
a 41 Wide” variety by 
faucal expansion = 9 Wide 
vowels 


18 Lingual 
vowels. 


36 Normal 
vowels. 


Each Lingual vowel yields) tHT ,, , 

a “Round” variety by = ,8Ub »o-bngu B l 
labial contraction .) vowels. 

Each Normal vowel yields a possible variety by higher, lower, 
broader , or narrower formation * 36 + 144 =. a total of 180 
vowels. 


Cloudiness of Aquarium 

Can you tell me the reason why the water in my fresh water 
aquarium will not remain clear, but becomes cloudy throughout 
in a few days after filling. 

The aquarium in question holds about twelve gallons of water. 
It stands in a window facing north. I have in the water two or 
three water-plants, among tnem a water-aloe. At the bottom 
are small gravel stones, which have been thoroughly washed 
before using. Floating on the surface for the benefit of a few 
newts is a piece of virgin cork, on which is placed some carpet 
moss. 1 had a dozen minnows and four newts to begin with, 
but nine of the minnows and two of the newts have died, mani¬ 
festly from the fouling of the water. 

Tne framework of the aquarium is iron, with a slate floor. 
The glass sides are fixed with red lead. There is a copper tube 
for overflow purposes, which was inserted when a fountain was 
used in the centre. This has now been removed and the water 
is stagnant. 

It L now some years since I have kept an aquarium, and 3 
cannot divine the reason for the above-mentioned cloudiness of 
the water. I shall be much obliged if you or some of your cor¬ 
respondents will help me. X. 

May 9 


So far as I can judge from u X’s ” description, the cloudiness 
of the water in hU aquarium is due to the abnormal develop¬ 
ment of some unicellular algal (Palmellacese) or to the prolific 
•pore-production within it of one of the filamentous forms (Cou- 
fervacera). This may be obviated by screening the back of the 
tank from the access of light. Possibly “X” may find on 
anamination that the cistern whence be obtains his supply has 
been left uncovered, and that the intruding algal has established 
itself and entered upon the reproductive process in that position. 
In that case he should either isolate the water he requires in a 
dark place for a week or so, when the spores will die, or obtain 
his supply from « purer source. An investigation with a high 
power of the microscope of the turbid water complained of wlQ 

* V»wn similar to my own have recently been expressed by Prof. Marsh 
and by G. K. Gilbert. 


The mutual relations of the different sounds may be exhibited 
in this way :— 

Linohal, 


Primary, Wide. 



Back. 

Mixed. 

Front. | 

Back. 

Mixed. 

Front. 

High 

7 

4 : * ! 

7 

4 

I 

Mid 

8 

s 

2 

8 

5 

2 

Low 

9 

6 

_ 

3 ! 

9 

6 

3 
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Primary. 



~Wide. 



1 Back. 

Mixed. 

Front. 

| Back. 

Mixed. 

Front. ^ 

High 

7 1 

4 

I 

7 

4 

I 

Mid 

8 

S 

2 

1 ' , 8 

5 

2 

Low 

1 I 

1 ^ ! 

6 

3 

9 

6 
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In this arrangement, each No. i f No. 2, No* 3, foe,, in the 
four sets is formed from one and the same lingual position. 
These relations are plainly exhibited in the symbols of risible 
speech- They cannot be shown by ordinary letters, but the use 
of numbers, a* above, may make the arrangement dear to those 
who are not acquainted with viable speech. 

Washington, D.C., May ra Alex. Melville Bell 


On the Cold in March, and Absence of Sunspots 

I WAS travelling when Dr. Woeikof’s letter appeared In 
Nature (vol. xxvui* p, 53), and could not sooner reply to his 
criticisms on my communication (vd. xxvii. ft 55 th "Unpreec* 
dented Cold in the Riviera—Absence of bimspola," lit me 
fobst remark that I do not go so far os to ascribe (As D*. 
Wodkof says that l do) the geest cold of March, 1883, at the 






Riricim, to the absence of sanapots.” My observations prove 
only the coincidtnct of a sudden and unprecedented visitation of 
cold* with an absence of sunspots (the more remarkable as oc» 
cumnjz during a maximum sunspot period); and the further 
tomcidmte of a progressive rise in temperature with the return 
of the sunspots ; nut I add, 4 * These observations are too few 
and too imperfect to warrant any decided conclusions j but 
they add to those already made in evidence of the connection 
between the absence of sunspots and the diminution of terrestrial 
heat; and 1 trust they may be followed by further and more 
exact investigations, to determine the influence of our great 
luminary on tne weather and climate of the world.” 

ft does not appear to me that Dr. Woeikof has succeeded in 
establishing a parallel between Cannes and Suchum-Kale on the 
Black Sea; which, however sheltered locally, must, far more 
than Cannes, be liable to chilling influences in the cold winds 
from the lofty mountains and vast elevated steppes to the north, 
extending even to the Arctic regions. Therefore the fall of 31 9 
below average in March, 1874, might not be extraordinary, even 
in a year with a considerable number of sunspots. It is not 
stated that the spots continued in this particular month. 

The case of Cannes may be thus stated : With a climate 
usually so mild in winter that frost and snow are of rare occur¬ 
rence ; and this winter, with slight frost only three times before 
February, and none at all in that month, the average minimum 
being 44®,—on March 7 minimum fell to 36°, with a heavy fall of 
snow; and on the 8th, loth, nth, and 12th, the minimum fell 
further to27*7, 27°, 24 0, i, 25*7. The sunspots which had been 
observed by my friend, Mr. Campbell, of Islay, to be large and 
active until February 26, suddenly disappeared, and on February 
28 and March 3 I found no spots ; on the 10th and nth only one 
or two small inputs. On the 12th they began to appear in 
numbers, with a large oval facula. From that day they con¬ 
tinued to increase, and the temperature gradually rose to the 
ordinary average. 

I will not occupy space with farther arguments, but I will 
merely state some more facts with regard to the extraordinary 
intensity and universality of this invasion of cold, and my further 
observations of the sunsjwts. At my villa at Cannes, which is 
favourably placed in position and shelter, the register did not 
fall SO low as in other parts. At Dr. Frank’s villa, Grand Bob, 
more Open to the north (thermometer in louvred box, a metre 
aboveground), the minima were : March 7, 27°; 9, 25°‘2; 10, 
21®; ii, ai°; 12, 20°; 13, 25°. At Villa Beaulieu, more she! 
tered (therm, also in louvred box), minima were : March 7, 29 0 ; 
9, 27°; 10, 2S g ; II, 26°; 12, 28\ Dr, de Valcourt's minima are 
somewhat higher ; but he adds this note : 41 La periode de froid 
du 7 an 14 Mars, 1883, a triw remarquable ; die est u-iique, 
dermisque les observations reguli&res ont el^recueiliis & Cannes,” 
Where instrumental records are wanting, we refer to the report 
of the “oldest inhabitants,” and learn that there has not been a 
cold so severe or destructive to oranges and olives since the 
year 1820, 

Extraordinary and intense as was this invasion of cold, it 
might have been supposed due to local or regional causes only, 
had it been confined to Cannes and its neighbourhood. In my 
former paper I stated that I was not informed how far the cold 
had extended to other countries and latitudes, We still need 


further exact information on this point, but what has already 
reached us goes far to prove that the cold w as universal, and not 
limited to a region, In England, Mr. Thomas Plant writes to 
the Tima from Moseley, Birmingham 44 After one of the 
mildest winters registered in the Midland Counties, the month 
df March, which Is generally expected to be the beginning of 
spring* has been colder this year than any corresponding month 
top 38 year*,” “When we consider the power of the sun in 
March, as compared with December, January, and February, 
than we can realise some idea of the prolonged and most Ab¬ 
normal cold of the month m>w ended. ” By private information 
I learn that at the same time, in Stockholm, Centigrade's ther¬ 
mometer fell 13", and at St Petersburg i8\ below freeziiw. 
Unusually interne ColdtnMurch is also reported from Canada. In 
the south we hear of snow and frost in South Italy, Sicily, 
Algeria, Egypt, and even Nubia. Later still there have been 

E * Of snow on the mountains of Madeira and California, 
it hod never been seen before* 

Since March 19, the date of my former letter, I have been 
to make sketches of the suns position on 49 days. 1 Of 

wi|hjainbi^^p«siu«!bra, an* the focal*, sufficiently fertHi* purpose. Of 


these observations the following summary may suffice. In 
number the spots varied from, 3 to 18; the larger showing, 
more or less, holes or clefts of central umbra, with fringe of 
penumbra. Faculse, or clouds of whiteness, were often seen 
around the larger spots. The spots varied in number and form 
from day to day; and although the same large spots and even 
groups could be traced for several successive days, they never 
retained the same aspect during the whole period of the sun's 
semi-rotation. On April 17 the spots were at their maximum ; 
in number 18, in three groups. During this period, from March 
19 to April 19—thirty-one days—the mean minimum temperature 
was 46°‘2, mean maximum 57 a * 9 < 

From April 20 to May 7 there was considerable diminution of 
the spots ; numbers not exceeding 8 ; and on May 7 there was 
only one large spot, with surrounding facula. The mean tem¬ 
perature of these seventeen days was—minimum 49"'8, maximum 
60 . 

From May 8 to 16 spots were few, from 2 to 8; but two of 
them were very large, with umbra and penumbra and sometimes 
adjoining facula;. The mean temperature of these nine days 
was—minimum S2°7, maximum 63**8. 

Here my observations terminate, as I left Cannes on the 16th, 
and have no means of observing In London, even if the atmo¬ 
sphere permitted, But I conclude by strongly commending the 
attentive study of the sun not only to astronomers and physicists, 
but also to practical meteorologists, as an interesting and not 
difficult addition to their work of observation, and one likely to 
supply information concerning the most important factor in the 
problems of weather and climate, C. J. B. Williams 

47, Upper Brook Street, May 25 

The Soaring of Birds 

My thanks are due to Mr. K. Courtenay for the notice he has 
taken (Nature, vol. xxviii. p. 28) of my letter on the Soaring 
of Birds (vol. xxvii, p, ^92). It is a great satisfaction to me to 
find my general conclusion supported by his observations. As 
to the possibility of a soaring bird utilising a downward current 
of air, I stand corrected. There is no difficulty in agreeing with 
Mr, Courtenay that the bird, finding itself in a downward 
current 41 will descend swiftly o as to acquire the necessary 
impetus for a rapid escape;”—that is to say, it will seek to make 
the best of a ban bargain. But it is not so easy to see that the 
bird, in a current approaching the perpendicular, will “acquire 
an impetus much more than compensating for the slight loss of 
elevation ;”—that is, will actually make a profit out of a seem¬ 
ingly adverse condition. 

This paradox, however, becomes more acceptable by the aid 
of an illustration:—A marble held lightly just within the rim of 
a hemispherical bowl, if let drop, will barely reach the opposite 
rim, but, if struck sharply downward, will run up the opposite 
side and leap up above the opposite rim. In like manner a 
bird, struck by a downward current as by a hammer-stroke, may 
speedily acquire a downward velocity greater than that due 
(under gravity) to the height through which it has descended ; 
and may therefore rise, if it can escape from the downward 
current into a horizontal (or a fortiori into an upward) current, 
to a greater height than if it had fallen from the same starting- 
point through still or horizontally-moving air, 

1 am very much obliged to Mr. Courtenay for pointing out 
this interesting result. It gives completeness to the theorem, 
which now stands thus : that any alternations in the strength or 
direction of air-currents can be so utilised by birds as to enable 
them to soar. Hubert AIRY 

Wood bridge, May 25 

The Zodiacal Light 

The phenomenon to which your Correspondents allude, uffijer 
the head of zodiacal light, was seen by me in the month of 
April, 1852, At the time I wrote a letter to the Tima } In 
which I suggested it might be caused by the reflection of the 
sunlight at the surface of two masses of air of different densities, 
however irregular the bounding surface might be, in the same 
manner as the Hne of l’gtat seen reflected between the observer 

course a more powerful instrument would. show a great deal more, both la 
number and in eoqetrucuonof the spots. Far iasUoce, op April x% when I 
mode ou* wots, Mr. Campbell'« solar image exhibited xof with a 
marvellous variety to the larger spots, and in the donwMUre eapaauon of the 
adjoining fiscal*. But thee# details so deeply interesting in heUogfapby, 
are not wanted for meteorological purposes. 
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and the sun across the sea. One of your correspondents has 
fttggested a more probable origin, viz. particles of Ice in the air. 
t From other correspondents it seems that the sun column is not 
always vertical, which might be the result of the general flame 
of the reflecting surface not being parallel with the earth's 
surface. ♦ . 

In the June number of the Philosophical Magazine there was a 
notice of a surf column as seen at Orkney by the Rev. C. CJouston, 
who at tbat period made meteorological observations for that 
publication. He says that in the month of April of that year 
the drought was unprecedented, the atmospheric pressure great, 
and the temperature high, I believe two of these character-, 
i tics belonged to the recent month of April if not the third, 
the high temperature. He says it was seen six times, and once 
or twice before he noted the date, and also before sunrise. 

Saltburn, May 31 K. R. Turner 


Sheet Lightning 

May not this be an auroral phenomenon, at times, at least, 
and hence the difference, of opinion as to its nature? Reading 
Wilkes's "Narrative of the U.S. Expedition,” I find the fol¬ 
lowing M On the 7th February (1840) the weather had become 
leas boisterous, and having reached latitude 49 0 S., longitude 
155**33 E„ the aurora Australis again appeared. It was first 
seen in the north, and gradually spread its coruscations over the 
whole heavens ; the rays and beams of light radiating from nearly 
all points of the horizon to the zenith, when their distinctive out¬ 
lines were lost in a bright glow of light, which was encircled by 
successive flashes , resembling those oj heat lightning on a summers 
night. These formed a luminous arc in the southern sky, about 
20 in altitude, from the upper part of which rays were con¬ 
tinually flashing towards the zenith. Light showers of rain 
Anally shut it out from view.” Fred. Pratt 

Clapton f*ark, May 25 


Pocky Cloud# 

For twenty years I was constantly observing the forms and 
appearances of the clouds, ns dues to the weather and its changes 
1 observed this form on a very great number of occasions, and 
from experience always came to the conclusion, 4 ‘no rain to¬ 
day,” and 1 can only remember two occasions on which the con¬ 
clusion was not justified. I saw it again a few days ago, with 
the iame result of good weather. 

I alwayB termed it the “bubble” cloud till I saw Dr. 
Clouston's work. It seems to me to be a body of vapour the 
upper surface of which is being acted upon by an upper current 
of very dry and rarefied air, causing a great and rapid evapora¬ 
tion, and thence a gradual and unequal cooling and vhrinkqje of 
the under surface in the de*ached globules fro.ii which it takes its 
name. I have seen a very simple illustration while passing 
through the laundry, and observing a neglected trough of soap¬ 
suds cooling down and nucleating m the exact form presented by 
thepocky cloud, and with the same gradations of tint. 

This kind of cloud is generally observable at periods most 
probable for storms and electric condensations, the which, acting 
at a distance, would influence outlying areas of upper atmo¬ 
sphere and cause this form of cloud condensation in the way ex¬ 
plained. In my observations I have generally found the cloud 
revert to uniform sheet stratus rather than to disappear in cloud¬ 
lets in the upper air, Fred. Pratt 

Clapton Park, May 25 

Clerk Maxwell's “Devil on Two Sticks" 

In the very interesting life of Clerk Maxwell which has lately 
appeared there are frequent references to a philosophical toy, 
from which he seemed to derive endless amusement. He calls 
it the "devil on two sticks.” Can you give your readers any 
account of it? The editors take it lor granted that the appara¬ 
tus is well knoWa, but I cannot find any one here who can tell 
me what it is. Denny Lane 

South Mall, Cork 

The Centres of a Triangle 

Continuing my suggestion in your number of May 3 (p. 7), 
I propose not only to call the circle circumscribing a triangle the 
circumcircle, but also to call its centre the cireumcentre, and la 
;h« same way to speak of the incentre, the three excentres 


(namely, the a-excentre, the £-excentre, and the r-exoentre), and 
the mideentre. 

The line joining the circumcentre to the oftbocentre, on which 
the mosecentre and the midoentre lie, may be appropriately 
called the central line of the triangle. 

Similar abbreviations Would apply to the radii of these circles; 
they might be spoken of as the cireumradius , ihe xnmdius, the 
z-exradius, the b -exradius, the c exradius , and the midradius v 

May 35 W, H> H. H. 


THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
HE annual meeting of the Royal Geographical 
Society on Monday was of rather more than 
usual scientific interest. Sir Joseph Hooker was pre¬ 
sented with the Royal Medal which the Society has 
awarded him, Mr. Colborne Baber being the recipient of 
the Patron’s Medal; while among the speakers at the 
dinner, besides Sir Joseph Hooker, were Mr. Spottiswoode 
and Prof. Huxley. From the address of the President, 
Lord Aberdare, it is evident that geographical research, 
and especially exploration, has been as active as ever 
during the past year, yet, as the speakers we have named 
pointed out, the discovery of new countries must have a 
limit, and in time must come to an end. Still there will 
be plenty of work for geographers to do in the wider 
acceptation of the term geography, implied in the presen¬ 
tation of the Royal Medal to so distinguished a botanist 
as Sir Joseph Hooker. In the words of Mr. Spot Lis- 
woode, and as we have frequently pointed out m these 
pages, geography in its modern acceptation includes “an 
accurate delineation of the earth's surface, and an exact 
account of its inhabitants and of their habits, of the 
animal and vegetable life, and its distribution over the 
face of the globe.” In this direction the Society has a 
long and brilliant career before it But as Prof. Huxley 
humorously pointed out in replyingfor the “other societies,” 
these societies “ were all growing a little dull. He did not 
say this in the way of reproach. The progress made in 
research and accuracy in methods of procedure involved 
that consequence. So long as there were large regions of 
knowledge which the methods of modern science had 
not penetrated, so long was it possible to go to meetings 
of societies, and to hold brilliant discussions. Looking 
at the means which now existed for the diffusion of infor¬ 
mation, he had been led to think that in many cases 
where the field of knowledge had been extensively ex¬ 
plored the utility of societies was constantly diminishing, 
and that sooner or later it would be necessary to devise 
other means of effecting the results now attained by 
meetings of societies. But there was one thing which would 
not be reached at any period of time by any other organisa¬ 
tion than that of societies, and that was the stimulus which 
was given by their meetings to investigators; and the 
reward they found for their toil4 and sacrifices in such a 
welcome as had been given that night to his long-tried 
friend Sir J. Hooker.*’ 

The prosperity of the society continues to be maintained. 

Mr. Clements Markham read the annual report, which 
showed that during the year the number of Fellows elected 
was 163, besides three honorary corresponding members, 
and the total number of Fellows on the list (exclusive of 
honorary members) was 3393. The total net income for 
the financial year ending December 31, 1883 (exclusive of 
balance in hand and 1005/. sale of Exchequer BiUa) was 
7937^-t of which 5652/, consisted of entrance fees and 
subscriptions. The net expenditure during the past year 
was 8779/., including 1135/. spent on expeditions* The 
sale of 1006I of Exchequer Bills was rendered necessary 
to meet the Society’s contribution to the Eira Relief 
Expedition, but this sum had since been generously pee- 
tented to the Society by Mr. Leigh Smith. The invest¬ 
ments and assets of the Society on December 3<, i8fa, 
exclusive of the map collection *hd library, amounted to 
3^83‘A 





MATURE m 


THE TRUE ORBIT OF THE AURORAL 
METEOROID OF NOVEMBER 17 , 1882 

A FTER many fruitless efforts to conciliate the appa¬ 
ll- rently widely diverging data, given by the nume¬ 
rous observations of this most interesting phenomenon ; 
and after having been many times on the same point 
as Mr, H, D. Taylor (vol. xxvii. p. 434), who has 
given the first approximate calculations of this orbit, 
namely, M to give up the reconciling of such contradictory 
evidence,” I nave devoted my Easter holidays to new 
research on the true orbit. Besides the encouraging 
letters received from some of the English observers, I 
found still another motive in the observation of Mr. 
Julius Dupire at Laon (France, 0 « 49" 34'), who had the 
kindness to give me ample information, for which I offer 
him my sincere thanks, and in the communication of the 
following citation, kindly given me by Prof. Ch. Mon- 
tigny, or Brussels, taken from the Bulletin dc PObser- 


vatoire de Bruxelles. November 18, 1882 ; “A 6h. 23m. 
un dnorme rayon d’un bUnc vif s'£Wva k 1’horizon 
E.N.E.; ti travem le ciel en passant le zdnith et alia 
s'lteindrc h Phorizcm O.S.O/* A similar phenomenon 
has been observed by Dr, F. Terby at Louvain. The 
great attraction of the Laon observation consisted in the 
fact that the meteor's apparent path was there seen at 
the north side of the zenith, this being in harmony with 
the Brussels zenith observation, and promising a good 
determination of the sought orbit. 

In the first place 1 took the following apparent orbits 
from the numerous given observations. They can or 
must be taken as great circles, and must, in this case, 
fulfil the condition of intersecting one another in two 
opposite points of the sphere- In fact their intersections 
are contained within a small space and gave me an 
approximate position to one of these two points, a ■» 70° 30^, 
a «* 4* 14° 3° • 

These five apparent orbits, the only ones given com¬ 
pletely, are the following:— 


Place of obser¬ 
vation. 

Pages of 

N atuhh, 
vol. xxvii. 

Data of obscrvat.uu. 

! 

Deduced hurirental , 
direction. ! 

i 

1 

Local time of max. 
elevation. 

: 

Observer. 

York, 

P - 53 ° 58'. 

87. MO. 434 

1 

1 

The centre was (P or 7" 
below the moon’s centre j 
(given not directly after 
observation); 30* eleva- 
| tionin meridian (probably 
j a mistake or a printer’s 

1 error, being in contra- 
> diction with the other 
! data). 

E. 20° N.-W, 
20° S. (nearly); 1 
deduced by the 1 
observer. 

1 

j 

6h. 4 or 5m. 

H. D. Taylor. 

Clifton (Bristol), 

J8 « $1° 28'. 

»S 

j S° front Saturn, l*> the 
| right, in a line inclined 
j 45 0 to the horizon. , 

E. 20" N.-W. 
20° S. . 

6U. 4m. 

A. M. Worthington. 

1 

Old Windsor, 

J 3 = 51° 3o'. 

87 

First seen a lit le S. of j 
Aldebaran; moves across 
the moon's disk. 

E. 20* N.-W. 
20° S. 

1 

6h. 6m. 

John L. Dobson. 

j 

Utrecht, 

| 0 = 5 2 0 S'* 

1 | 

396 

Aldebaran and two points 
in the equator at no° 
and 290° R.A. 

E. 20 w N.-W. 
20" S. 

6h. 24m. 

Prof. J. A. C. Oudeman*. 

Zonnemaire (near 
! Zlerickzee), 

0 = 51 ° 4 *'- ! 

396 

Aldebaran and 0 Pegasi 
(a Pegasi on p. 296 was 
a printer's error). 

E. 20 9 N.-W. 
20° S. 

6h. 21m. 

P. Zeeman. 


Tracing these five apparent orbits on a celestial globe 
they gave the intersection point above mentioned. It is 
clear that this point, joined with the eye of the observer, 
*ves the direction of the true path. This point lying 
rther, the globe being placed on the different latitudes 
and hours, not far from the point E. 20° N. of the 
eastern horizon {at Utrecht 7* above the horizon), it is 
evident that the tines of intersection, formed by the plane 
of the mean horizon with the planes of the apparent orbits 
must be nearly parallel to this direction. That these 
tines of intersection cannot be true parallels follows from 
the observations of the four students at Cooper's Hill 
(p. 97), from that of Mr* Joseph Clark at Street, com¬ 
municated by Mr. J. E, Clark, at York; and from that of 
Mr. A. S. P. at Cambridge (p. 87), who saw the pheno¬ 
menon disappear in the 5 .W,S.W. and S.S.W. Further 
the Revue Mensue Ik of M. C. Flammarion (2 m * Annie, 
P* 72), containing a short report of Mr. Dupire*s observa¬ 
tion-. mentioned above, gives also an observation made 
FloOrmel (£ «* 47 0 $$, X a 6 2V W. Greenwich), where 
Sss ftmmmmM disappeared inihe west 
Now I have drawn a stenographic map on a large 
KAfc, and brought the infttmeotton of the vertical plane 
ttotoigk Brussels, with the beaeing E. as® N. It is clear 


that the true orbit must lie in the vertical plane. Further 
I have constructed the angles formed by the planes of the 
apparent orbits with the respective horizons, correcting, if 
necessary, for the curvature of the earth, and after much 
trouble found the following path, being a straight line 
having the properties given in the table on p. 106, that 
enables us at the same time to compare the results of my 
construction with the data of the different observations 
given in order from E. to W. 

I hope that the observers will be content with the de¬ 
gree of harmony between their observations and my 
results. 1 believe that a small change in the direction of 
the orbit’s plane will give still more harmony between 
calculation and observation, but the orbit found satis¬ 
fies the chief observed facts, and gives the greatest 
divergence, where the observations nave the smallest 
sharpness. I believe I have proved by this research that 
there existed, with the aurora of November 17, J882, 
cosmic dust, passing through the upper strata of our at¬ 
mosphere with great velocity, and giving, according to 
the most interesting observation of Mr. Hand Capron 
(p. 84), “the usual green line” of the aurora spectrum. 
Thus nature itself has been so kind as to give an experi¬ 
ment that till now, apd. perhaps far ever,is beyond human 
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power, forour mttu Arenat sufficient to throw projectiles 
wMfc several thousand metres velocity ; and it is very re- 
that this experiment comes at the same time as 
the interesting experiment of Prof. LemstrGm, showing 
that electric currents are able to give a development 
of light in our atmosphere, possessing the same number 
of euduiatioiw in a second as the auroral light Now our 
meteoroid being a part of an aurora, it gives a stronger 
proof of the origin of that phenomenon man Prof. Lem- 
mete's experiment, the greatest attraction of which is that 
we are able to repeat it arbitrarily and with our own means. 
Further, 1 have always maintained that electricity, excited 
easily by friction, must be one of the causes of the auroral 
Mght (“Thforie Cosmique de 1 * Aurora Polaire," Journal 
dee Sputroscopistes Italiens, 1878, vol. vii. chap, ii.), 
and it seems to me very plausible that cosmic matter, 
approaching the earth, induces electric currents through 
the air* Therefore I think that the results of Prof. Lem- 
strfim are in full harmony with the idea of a cosmic origin 
of aurorae. 

The orbit found does not reach the surface of the earth, 
being at its nearest approach still 123*9 kilometres (1 mile 
«1609*3 metres ; 1 German geogr. mile —7420*4 metres) or 
167 geogr. miles from that surface. The length of the orbit 
from the Utrecht perpendicular line to the Utrecht hori¬ 
zon is 1,483,070 metres, and this line being run over in 60 
seconds, 1 the mean relative velocity was 24,673 metres, 
15*3 miles, or more than 3 German geogr. miles. 

The dimensions of the w cosmic cloud >y (length 4o J , 
width 5 0 , as seen from Ipswich) are: length — 182,594, 
width—21921 metres. By these dimensions, probably 
too great from irradiation, it must show at Utrecht an 
apparent length of 50°; but the extremities were tapered 
and therefore the length strongly influenced by the trans¬ 
parency of the air. It is therefore not strange that the 
apparent length at Utrecht was during some few seednds 
90 degrees. 

To conclude, I will remark that the proved existence 
of a cosmic cloud, preserving its pretty sharp sides during 
so long a path as that from Sweden to the Atlantic Ocean, 
notwithstanding its velocity of 247 kilometres, proves its 
particles to be nearly spherical. Otherwise these particles 
should necessarily have diverged sideways from the orbit 
and spread into space. In connection with the fact ob¬ 
served by Mr. P* Zeeman (p. 297), that auroral clouds 
gave interference-phenomena, when coming before the 
moon's disk, and these latter phenomena requiring( Dagnin, 
“Traitd de Phys.,” iv. p. 446) the presence of nearly 
equal particles of dusty matter, Mr. Zeeman's observation 
proves the same property in the particles of the auroral 
cloud* Being nearly equal, but not perfectly, the tan¬ 
gential atmospheric resistance must throw the smallest 
particles backward, and this explains the oblong shape of 
the cloud. 

In presenting my results and reasonings to the readers 
of this journal, I hope that they will remember that this 
paper has been written in a shorter time than the author 
had wished. H. J. H* Groneman 

Groningen (Netherlands), April 7 


THE AURORA BOREALIS * 

IL 

Aurora Borealis at Sodankyld— Although the 
/ aurora borealis often appeared with considerable 
httensity. it did not boast many varieties. It began gene* 
tdiy with a faint arc in the northern sky, which soon de¬ 
veloped into a sharp arc, with streamers and a kind of 
luminous u drapery * f spreading from east to west. The 
cohrur of this luminous drapery was not very changeable, 
so that the spectroscope only returned the usual yellow* 

k-JtaHW 10 . ** te* tetmtation ttao by the 
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green line. Generally it was of a yellow-whitish colour, 
with a slight shade of green* ' 

There was, however, an observation made of far greater 
interest, viz.that the specttoscapic w rdactionk—55% 
on several occasions was returned from every quarter of the 
horizontal plane, even from the zenith, without any aurora 
being visible . As this reaction was obtained while the 
ground was still bare, there can be no question of its being 
a reflection, but that this place was at the moment within 
the sphere of an auroral discharge, but of such a weak 
character that it did not appear in the form of aurora 
borealis. This observation was therefore precisely similar 
to the one made in 1871 in Lapland, described above. 

These observations were chiefly made by my assistant, 
Herr Biese, who made another remarkable discovery. 
Nearly due south-east from the Observatory, he received 
on several occasions a spectral reaction from a narrow 
belt of the sky, although no aurora was visible . This ob¬ 
servation, which was very difficult to effect, as the eye 
had to be kept entirely away from all light for fully five 
minutes before the reaction could be traced, I had myself 
several opportunities of corroborating. In this direction 
were situated some mountains 300 metres high, about 30 
kilometres distant, and in my opinion the reaction was 
due to the above-described phosphorescent flames, which 
were seen around the mountain-tops in Lapland and 
Spitzbergen. All observations were of course made after 
every trace of daylight had disappeared. 

The Phosphorescent Luminosity. —On several occasions 
the attention of travellers in the Arctic regions has been at¬ 
tracted to a peculiar soft light or “shine” during the 
night. But, as the change from day to night is very gradual 
in the Polar regions, as compared with that of southern 
climes, a certain amount of exertion of the mind is re¬ 
quired in order to take cognisance and retain the fea¬ 
tures of this phenomenon. As, however, attention has 
been once drawn to the same, it will always be observed. 
Already in October 1 noticed it at Sodankyla, and directed 
the attention of my assistants to it I give subjoined 
some extracts from my diary concerning this pheno¬ 


menon :— 


December 9, 1882.—The Polar night shows sometimes a 
peculiar phosphorescent w shine’' or diffused luminosity, 
which possesses several phases, but the general character 
of which is a luminosity of a yellow-white colour, whkh 
renders the night as light as the moon with a thick hazy 
air. I take here the appearance and disappearance of 
the light on two nights when its intensity was greatest. 

On December 6 I was on a journey between Orajarvi 
and Sodankyla. The phenomenon became then apparent 
at 7 o’clock p.m. When daylight had completely disap¬ 
peared, there seemed to remain a faint light in which the 
outlines of objects around could only with difficulty be 
discerned. At 7.40 this increased, however* so rapidly that 
in a few moments every object around stood out clearly 
in a yellow-white hazy phosphorescent luminosity of 
quickly-shifting intensity. I had unfortunately no phofo- 
meter by me by which I could determine the same. It 
lasted in this form until about jo o'clock. 

December 8, at 5 p.m., I walked from the Observatory 
to the church near it, in order to observe from its 
steeple some fire-signals from Oratuntqrh On the way. I 
noticed that a yellow-white luminosity of shifting intensity 
filled the entire horizon, while twenty minutes after it had 
increased greatly in Intensity* and was now strongest 
in the north, whence it gradually faded to' the south, 
where it had least intensity. Neat the horizon it was 
difficult to discern the stars. Higher up it was, however, 
easier, and from do* to die zenith the sky was clear, of a 
mauve colour* It was exceedingly interesting to compare 
the tight with the Milky Way. The yellow-white fight 
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ijflMjiMM ' 4 kaqfty 1 with that of the latter* particularly 
W frem the Milky - Way stood out of the same* in the 
KguiUt difficult to make out the Milky 
This phenomenon lasted far into the night* Later 
ka the evening, between seven and nine, there appeared an 
Seurota of great intensity, of which I shall speak below* 
luminosity gave no reaction in the spectroscope 
at our disposal, but no doubt it would have been obtained 
had this been, less absorbing. Thus, for instance, the 
larger Wrede’s spe;t rose ope {four prisms) did not give 
the reaction of tne auroral phenomenon at Oratunturi, 
whereas the smaller, as stated above, really showed the 
line. 

There is not the least reason for assuming that this 
luminosity is of any but an auroral nature, and the 
result of these observations is that the whole of northern 
I^apland is during most winter nights illuminated by a 
phosphorescent luminosity , whose intensity varies greatly 
according to period and place, but •which is undoubtedly 
0/ an auroral nature , 

On the same day, viz. December 8, the expedition was 
enabled to make the first measurement in the magnetic 
meridian of the elevation of the auroral arc. The wire, 
which was laid out north and south for the study of the 
terrestrial current, was used as a t lephone line, and the 
observations thus made by signals. Two theodolites I 
with the necessary instruments were employed, viz. one 
at Sodankyla and the other about 4/5 kilometres distant 
to the north, near the mouth of Kalujoki. The observa¬ 
tions at the observato y were made by Herr Biese, and at 
the northern end of the telephone line by Herr Petrelius. 
The auroral arc appeared in the north and shone with a 
quiet, subdued light, while a streamer now and then shot 
forth into the sky. Six measurements were made with 
the following result:—At the northern station the line of 
sight formed, with the under rim of the arc and the hori¬ 
zontal plane, an angle of 9 0 , and at the southern station 
one of I2 Q , i.e. an angle 3 0 larger at the southern than 
at the northern station ! Even assuming that both obser¬ 
vers saw the same arc, the result is absurd, as however 
great the distance between the two might be, the differ¬ 
ence of the angle would be very small indeed, and, if a 
difference at all, the angle of the northern station should 
have been the greatest. As, however, the reverse was the 
case, I have come to the conclusion that the two observers 
did not see the same aurora. A corroboration of this 
opinion is that on one occasion Herr Biese telephoned, 
“ Turn the instrument to where the red column is,” while 
at the northern station no such colour could be traced. 
This was proved still further during the return journey 
from Kultula to Sodankyla by the following circumstance. 
At Kfinghs,6o kilometres north of Sodankyla, on January 
3, 1883, at 4 p.m., the whole horizon was flooded with a 
yellow-white luminosity of great intensity. At the same 
time an auroral arc formed in the south about 25° over 
the horizon, and a similar one was at the same moment 
observed at the same elevation in the north from 
Sodankylk. The departure from Kdngiis took place just 
after 4 p.m., and during the journey this arc gradually 
disappeared, while the luminosity and the arc seen at 
Sodankyla were seen all through the evening. Here 
there was an opportunity of measuring the elevation of 
the auroral arc, but as I was convinced that the two 
phenomena were not the same, 1 did not attempt it. 

It was clear that we were within an auroral discharge 
which extended considerably east and west, but the huim 
strike of which was north and south. It is very probable 
that the electric current which caused this light some 
thousand metres above the surface of the earth also 
produced the above-described intense luminosity in a 
layer some 30 metres jn depth, running parallel with the 
earth. It was this layer which was projected from both 
points into the sky m the shape or an arc. But it is 
deai*that the^eroral “drapery” did not penetrate far 


. . ~-jr, -*-*-------W ' 

Into the; horizontal plane, taffrimflt it generally produced 
in the centre of a week discharge of great penetratfep 
its appearanceVrom various pieces in the line north and 
south would be very variable according as the layer Mods 
its light to the drapery* 

The measurements and results described above exactly 
correspond with those of Mr. Fritz in Greenland {But* 
Utin ae la Commission polaire Internationale; AfittheB* 
der Intcmationoten Ptnarsomnmsion, Heft 3), where he 
obtained an auroral drapery of 650 feet, 1700 feet distant 
from the observer, and another one of 170 feet, 350 feet 
distant. 

Without further discussing this question here I must state * 
that l consider that all measurements of the height of the 
aurora, calculated on those with a long base north and south* 
are always erroneous, as the two observers never see the 
same aurora. And even those calculations which are 
based on the measurments of the height and length ot 
an arc from one point, and the hypothesis that the arc 
extends around the magnetic pole, must be considered very 
unreliable,as no satisfactory answercan be given as to What 
results would have been obtained a little further north or 
south. This is also the case with auroras with long bases 
east and west, as only on a shorter distance is it possible 
to say if it is the same phenomenon which is seen. 

That the height of the aurora borealis is very variable 
I fully admit, but in my opinion it has been greatly over¬ 
estimated. 

Researches with the Terrestrial Current.—During my 
expedition to Lapland in 1871, we examined the terrestrial 
current in two places, viz. Kittila, lat. 67° 40', and Enare 
Vicarage, lat, 68° 55', with wires ij kilometres long—east 
and west, north and south—of copper 0*4 mm. in diameter, 
and finishing in platina disks 10 cm. by 5 cm., buried in 
the earth at a depth of 07 to 0-9 metre. The deflexion 
was measured by a galvanometer with astatic needles with 
telescope and scale (Weber's magnetometer, of Edlund’s 
improved construction). The remarkable result obtained 
here was that the galvanometer at Kittila, with the current 
east and west, gave a deflexion equal to 60 to roo parts of 
the meter scale, whereas the current at Enare only gave a 
fraction of one part of the meter . With the current north 
and south, the difference was not so great, although even 
here the deflexions were smaller at Enare. It was unfortu¬ 
nately impossible to ascertain if this remarkable pheno¬ 
menon was due to latitude or season f the researches at 
Kittila being made in October, and those at Enare in the 
latter half of November, while on the former occasion the 
ground was not frozen, which it was on the latter. 

The Finnish expedition this year to Sodankyft has also 
examined the terrestrial current, viz. during certain periods 
of the phenomenon every five minutes, at other times once 
every hour, with a wire 5 kilometres long, terminating in 
small platina disks in the earth. During my visit to 
Kuttala— Decern er 22 to January 4— I also tested the 
terrestrial current, but with a wire only 1 kilometre in 
length, running east and west. Here, too, no deflexion was 
shown, while in Sodankyla the current was just as strong 
as ever. At Kuttala the galvanometer was certainly not 
so sensitive as at Sodankyla, still, the experiments of 
1871 are even in this respect not without importance. 

I have, therefore, from these researches drawn the 
inference that, while the condition of the ground is of 
some influence, the terrestrial current ceases at a certain 
latitude. In 1871 already I maintained that the terres¬ 
trial current was caused chiefly by the electricity which 
descends from the atmosphere in the belt around $*e 
Pole, in which the aurora borealis attains its maximum* 
and my recent researches at Sodankyla have greatly 
confirmed this theory. 

I now intend to discuss the conclusions I have come to 
from the above detailed researches. 

Although the general belief as to the nature jrf the 
aurora borealis certainly is that it is of electric origin* 


.a&jjft . hftvi Im advanced, as to instance t»y 

l^eesxiasiii. i 4 ^K AfezAr, 1874-75, and the reason of 
tfclg ia, I believe* that hitherto no direct proof had been 
obtained demofistratinff its true nature. 

But the experiments at Luosntavaara in 1871, and at 
Qratdnturi and Pietarintunturi in 1882, dearly and un¬ 
deniably prove that the aurora borealis is an electric 
phenomenon 

The science of the physical conditions of the globe has 
hitherto! particularly as regards the electric and magnetic 
dnes^gimplyadvanced by observing the effects of these great 
forces of nature, without however any successful atte npt 
having ever been made to influence or call them forth 
either directly or indirectly. My experiments now, 
however, prove that aurora borealis may be produced in 
nature by a simple contrivance assisting the electric cur¬ 
rent flowing from the atmosphere to the earth. And 
although the efforts of man must always be limited in 
comparison with the grand products of nature, the con¬ 
clusions which may be drawn from the same are not the 
less instructive. 

In a question wherein the theoretical deductions, sup¬ 
ported only by a few indirect proofs, have but slowly 
advanced, absolute certainty has now been obtained, ana 
this result should induce future students of the aurora 
borealis not to devote attention to the “light*’ phenomenon 
itself, but to the investigation of those wonderful forces 
of nature the existence of which it so ** lucidly " demon¬ 
strates. We have, of course, much to learn from the 
light also, but far more, I believe, from the electric forces 
which create it. 

It is, however, far from my intention to insist that the 
apparatus invented by me is the best or that the method 
followed may not be improved on ; still it has certainly 
one advantage, viz. that of being effective. 11 is, of course, 
evident that the drawbacks under which the experiments 
suffered— as, for instance, weak wires and defective insu¬ 
lators—must be remedied, and it appears to me that the 
theory which is the basis of M. Mascart's insulator would j 
be particularly suited to the apparatus. The galvano¬ 
meter should also be altered so as to consist of a great 
number of well insulated coils, in order better to regulate 
the deflexions, and the experiments should be made in 
a warm room. As the electrometrical method hitherto 
used gives only the electric tension at a certain point, it 
would, it appears to me, form a good meter for measuring 
the electric state of the surrounding atmosphere. The 
galvanometer deflexions depend certainly on the electric 
potential, as well as on the variable conducting power of 
the air ; but it can, as will be seen from my experiments, 
be measured and even divided by using a constant galvanic 
element. The electric condition thus measured will give 
u$ an idea of the strength of the electric current, which 
in a certain place descends to the earth, and of the 
electric changes which take place in the atmosphere. 

From the experiments with the terrestrial current de¬ 
scribed above it seems very probable that the current is 
closely related to the electricity in the auroral belt. The 
terrestrial current is, as is generally known, related to the 
magnetic variations, which is most conclusively shown by 
Mr. Airy's curves (Phil. Trans,, vol cxxxvtii. p. 465), 
In Sodankylk disturbances of the terrestrial current were 
ad ways followed by a magnetic one. The exact result has 
of course not yet been calculated, but a glance at the 
figures returned is sufficient to show this. Mr. Airy’s 
researches have caused these questions: (1) Are the 
variations in the terrestrial currents more numerous than 
theeorrespondmg magnetic ones ? (2) Do the terrestrial 
variations occur about half an hour from the correspond- 
faff magnetic disturbances ? 

Wo have from the experience gained attempted to ex¬ 
piate these peculiarities! viz. by the hypo hesis that the 
emhfonjmso say, the core in a flexible bobbin, repre- 
Wfap by the terrestrial current drciwfidag around her. 


lit the first place, many of the changes to which ' the ter¬ 
restrial current is subject could not affect the magnetic 
moment of the core, t\e. the.earth'; and, in the second 

C lace, the current acts directly on the instruments where- 
y the magnetic variations are measured ; and in these 
circumstances we must find the explanation of the first* 
named peculiarity. With regard to the very remarkable 
difference in time of about Half an hour, this is the 
exact time elapsing before the variations of the terres¬ 
trial current can affect the magnetic moment of the earth* 

It is, by the bye, only necessary to Compare the duration 
of induction currents produced in bobbins with different 
iron cores, to observe that half an hour might well 
pass before the current became perceptible, if the earth 
constituted the core . In Polar regions the electric 
current descending from the atmosphere to the earth may 
also contribute to the variations wnich are measured by 
our instruments, 

In accordance with this theory, therefore, the elec - 
tricity which descends into the auroral belt is the primary 
cause of the greatest part of the terrestrial current, and, 
through this, of the many variations of the magnetic 
elements. There are also others, as the diurnal changes 
in the temperature on the earth’s surface, but the chief 
cause is, in my opinion, the electric current from the 
atmosphere. 

In my belief, therefore, the possibility of explaining the 
peculiarities of this phenomenon lies in a thorough and 
complete knowledge of the current from the atmosphere. 

Selim LemstrOm 

Professor of the Helsingfors Uni vert-ity 
(To be continued1 ) 

THE FLORA OF ANCIENT EGYPT' 

r T'HE discovery made by Emil Brugsch Bey on July 6, 
1 1881, in the vault of a king of the twentieth dynasty 

is of the greatest importance to botany in consequence 
of the large number or species of plants contained m the 
offerings and funeral repasts and in the wreaths which 
adorned the illustrious dead. Among them are several 
which were not known to belong to ancient Egypt, I 
have begun the study of the remains of these plants 
taken from the breasts of the most celebrated kings of 
Egypt and of such inestimable value to science. Deputed 
by Mr. Maspero to arrange these relics for the Egypto¬ 
logical Museum of Boulak, I have classified them accord¬ 
ing to the high personages for whom they were intended. 
On the eight cardboards which I have the honour to send 
you in the name of Mr. Maspero, you have a part of the 
funeral wreaths belonging to Ramses II., Amenhotep 1 ., 
and Aahmes I. 

The wreaths of Ramses II, were renewed towards tbe 
end of the twentieth dynasty (noo or 1200 B.C)> Or at the 
time of the twenty-first dynasty (1000 B.C.). The king of 
that period, according to records inscribed on the coffins 
and translated by Mr. Maspero, caused a new coffin to 
be made for the great Ramses, the one in which he had 
first been placed having been accidentally destroyed. In 
this new coffin were several yards of wreaths, which Mr. 
Maspero handed to me. I have examined them ail and 
ascertained their composition. 

The wreaths of Ramses II, are formed of the leaves of 
Mimusops Schimperi, Hochst., either folded or tom in 

* ** Memoir on the Discovery at Deir-el-Bahari in Relation to the Ancient 
Flora of Egypt,” by G. Schweinfunh, [ Ibis article, written in French, wae 
oomm«meatea to Sir Joseph X). looker bv Or, Schwemfurth, together with 
a set of the wreaths, flowers, ftc» described therein. These objects wife 
exhibited at the annual of the Royal Society on tbe aath ult,» and are 
now wn view In No. 3 Museam, Royal Gardens, Kew. With regard to the 
orthography at the names of the Egyptian kings, that employed by «ome 01 
the leading Egyptologists of this country Has betn ad iptod in this transi¬ 
tion. Thus Aiucohotep has been substituted for what looks like Amtntotpan 
in Dr. Schwemfurth’s manuscript.-^-W. B. Hrmsuct.] ^ . 

See *' La TrouvwlW d* Deir*l-Baha*f.” ao photogr. per M. E 
Brugsch. Texte par O. Maspero. (U Cairo: dues F. Mauri* «t 0e. 
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two and stitched together, and serving as clasps for the 
sepals and petals of Nymphaa c&rulea % Savi, and 
Nymphaa Lotus, Hook., the whole strung on strips of the 
leaves of the date palm. Besides the wreaths, there were 
ia the coffin at the side of tlje body, and fastened between 
the bands encircling the mummy, whole flowers of 
Nymp/t&a cmrulea on stalks eighteen or twenty inches 
long. The water-lilies thus scattered separately on the 
mummy were all of the blue-flowered species. An exa¬ 
mination of these entire flowers and the sepals and petals 
in the wreaths, whether of the white or of the blue- 
flowered species, leaves no doubt whatever respecting 
their identity with the living plants so common in ditches 
at the present day, especially in Lower Egypt, where they 
blossom from July to November. 

The Nympkcea ccerulea , Savi, which figures on all the 
ancient monuments of Egypt and among the offerings 
painted on the walls of the temples is often recognisable 
from the blue colour of its petals. In the temple of 
Ramses 11 . at Abydos the colour is remarkably well pre¬ 
serve:!, and besides there is always a leaf associated with 


each cluster of flower*, dearly demonstrating by its enSiie 
(not toothed) margin that the specks reprhsented fa M* 
CceruUa and not A. Lotus* The latter, whose swpals end 
petals occur abundantly .in the wreaths taken from the* 
coffins of Ram9es it and Azpenhotep 1 ., has trot been 
found by me on the undent monuments, though Unger 1 
records an instance at Beni Haas&n where the wrote 
flower could be recognised. With regard to the question 
to which of the species the old name Lotus properly 
belongs, 1 have been able to ascertain the following facts. 
No design on the ancient monuments is referable to 
Nelumbtum; neither the fruits nor the leaves, so easily 
characterised, are recognisable. Further, no remains of 
Nelumbtum have been found either in the coffins or 
among the offerings and funeral repasts deposited in the 
vaults of the Pharaohs. The Lotus was not referred to- 
Nelumbtum until a very much later epoch. This plant 
has not been found among the wild plants of any part of 
Africa. It is eminently Asiatic, and was perhaps not 
introduced into Egypt before the Persian invasion. At 
the time of Ramadus it was probably cultivated every* 



Fig. i ,—-Portion of a Funeral Wreath from the tomb of Ramwt 11 . (iooo to iaoo b,c ), composed of the folded leave* of Mimusopz Sckincptri and the 
petal* of Nymphra cofrulia, Savi, pitched trjgelber with strip* of the leaves of the uate Palm. A separate leaf or Mimusopt Schimpert. 


where in Egypt, for we often find it in the mosaics, sculp¬ 
tures, &c., or that period, associated with papyrus and 
animals characteristic of the Nile, and easily recognised 
by its fruit, 

The most ancient writer who treats of the Egyptian 
Lotus in such a way as to leave no doubt that he meant 
the Nelumbtum, and not a species of Nymphcea , is 
Herodotus (lib. ii. cap. 92); after him Theophrastus 
( u Hist. Plant/’ lib. iv.), and then Strabo, while Pliny 
(lib. xiii.) clearly alludes to a Nymphcea in a comparison 
of tbe fruit with the capsule of a poppy, 

The Mimusops was evidently n sacred tree to the 
ancient Egyptians. The fruits, or the stones of the 
fruits, which had been eaten, are often found in tbe 
funeral repasts in the vaults; and the leaves not only 
occur In the wreaths of the ancient empire but likewise 
in those of later times, even down to, the Graeco-Roman 
epoch, as specimens in the Leyden Museum testify. 

The fruit of Aftmusops found in Egyptian tombs 1 ex¬ 
actly resembles—except that the stones are a little thicker 

* The o&eieat fruit*, however, have usually a thicker atone, the three 
angle* of which appear to be more prominent then lo that of M, Kummel, 
Brut*. 


—that of M. Kummtl\ Bruce, a species spread through¬ 
out Abyssinia and the region of the Upper Nile; yet no 
species of the genus is found wild in Egypt The leaves 
forming the wreaths in question should belong to the 
same species as the fruits found in the tombs. Never¬ 
theless, in comparing them with numerous specimens of 
Mimusops Kummel, I did not meet with the perfect 
identity one would have expected from the resemblance 
of the fruits. In Central Africa, and especially in Abys¬ 
sinia, an allied species, Af. Schimperi, exists, the leaves 
of which are much more like those of the wreaths* 
A longer, and especially a slenderer, weaker petiole, and a 
more acute, less abruptly acuminate blade characterise 
these leaves, With regard to the fruit of Af. Scktmpcri* 
I have not had an opportunity of studying it. More¬ 
over the two species under consideration are not suffi¬ 
ciently established as distinct species. But an anatomical 
character came to my aid. Dr, Westermaier of Berlin 
has ascertained that the leaves of Mimusops SchimptM 
and of Af. Blengi, L, have a double layer of epidermal 
cells, a Character they possess in common with the leaves 
from the ancient tombs; whereas in the leaves of M* 
Kummel there is only A single epidermal layer of ctflla. 




Should this distinctive character be constant in the two 


is very distinct from that found m the tombs, l think it 
very likely thAt this species, of which we so often find the 
fruits Ana leaves in the tombs of the ancient Egyptians, 
may be the Persea of the old authors, which modern 
botanists have erroneously referred to Balanites and 
Diospyros mespiUjormis} The latter has not hitherto 
been found in the ancient tombs ; neither does it occur 
depicted on the monuments. Diodorus (i. p. 34) has 
transmitted to us a valuable tradition concerning the 
Persea, He states that it was introduced into Egypt 
with the first colonists coming from Ethiopia, which 
clearly implies that the ancient authors regarded it as 
having been introduced from the regions of the Upper 
Nile and not as belonging to the indigenous flora. 
Balanites , however, grows wild in the valleys of the 
Eastern Thebaid and on the borders of the Red Sea, and 
in Nubia this shrub is of general dispersion. True its 
fruit has been found in the funeral repasts in the tombs, 
yet that of the Mimusops has been found much more 
frequently, and, in support of my hypothesis, the thick 
leaves of the Balanites are always wanting in the wreaths. 

According to Theophrastus, the Persea had a black 
wood, and he compares the flowers with those of the 
apple-tree. 1 do not know the wood of the Mimusops 
sufficiently, but with regard to the flowers it must be 


admitted that no ancient authors ever made a more un- 
j mistakable comparison, while the flowers of the Bala* 

1 nites have nothing in common with those of the apple, 
j Pliny (lib. xiii. p. 9) does not speak of the Persea, but of 
j the Persica, ana the only surprising thing in it is that he 
* treats it as indigenous in Egypt He mentions, too, the 
j peculiarity of the Egyptian variety of the peach-tree, 

| which consists in its persistent foliage. Even now in the 
j middle of winter we see the peach-trees in blossom while 
still carrying their leaves. The same author (lib. xv. 
j p. 13) expressly points out the difference between the 
I Persica and the Persea , On Egyptian monuments we 
often see a tree diagrammatic ally represented, though the 
distichous, elliptical, acute leaves are evident. This tree, 
sacred to Hathor or Isis, and often drawn with these 
divinities, probably represent the Mimusops in question. 
The fruit of Mimusops Kummel> of Central Africa, re¬ 
sembles in appearance as well as in taste that of the wild 
| rose ; and it may be that under cultivation a still more 
j palatable fruit could be obtained. Indeed, the fruit of 
I specimens of this species collected in Abyssinia appears 
! to be much more pulpy. 

j All the wreaths of the find at Deir-el-Bahari are of one 
j and the same pattern. The leaves are folded lengthwise 
i in the middle, 1 then folded again in the contrary direc- 
\ tion over a string or strip about J in. wide, of a leaf of 
| the date-palm. In the fold of each leaf, single flowers, 

I or parts of flowers (sepals and petals), are inserted in 





Fig, FartiOii of a Funeral Wreath from the tomb of Ameahotcp I. (noo in 1700 b,c.\ composed of the folded leave* of Satix snhaf an l tho 
flower-heads of Acacia Nilotic* strung together with strips of the leaves of the Dal© Palm, A separate Jea5 of the Sa/x r (the recth 


flower-heads of Acacia Nilotica strung together with strips of thi 
Represented too sharp) and a ftower-head of the Acacia, 

such a manner that they are fixed in the leaf as in a pair 
of pincers. Then with a finer strip of the date-leaf than 
the central one, they are stitched through and securely 
fastened together in long rows side by side, and all 
pointing in the same direction. These wreaths are 
arranged in semicircles on the breast of the mummy, so 
that their disposition is like one sees in the necklaces of 
the present day. Their thinness rendered them suitable 
for using m large numbers, and sometimes they occur in 
several layers one above the other, filling up the limited 
space between the mummy and the lid of the coffin. 

It is probable that it is to this kind of wreath that 
Plmy alludes (lib, xxi, p. 2) as the w so-called Egyptian 
wreaths,” of which Plutarch and Atheaius praised the 
beauty. Unfortunately these wreaths, which, with ordi¬ 
nary care, might have been removed entire from the 
mummy when the coffin was first opened, were broken 
a»a reduced to powder in several places. The specimens 
I send you attached to cardboard are the most perfect 
*' 5*1 * procure after those selected for the Museum 

of Boulak. On placing them in boiling or cold water, 

planf* 1 *** *** ****** ° f fbimd by to be this 

asta**st23j?. 
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( according to the species, the leaves, &c., recover their 
j original flexibility, especially in Nymphaa cceruleaj and 
with proper precaution one succeeds in spreading them 
out and drying them again effectually. The fragility of 
j these objects is only due to the extreme state of dryness 
j they have reached during the thirty to thirty-five cen¬ 
turies they have lain in the jtombs. It is at the same 
time the principal factor in their wonderful preservation. 

The wreaths of the other kings of this vault I have at 
present only partially examined. From their general ap¬ 
pearance, however, as well as from the flowers and leaves 
of which they are composed, which also indicate a dif¬ 
ferent season 3 of the year, one would be justified in 
attributing them to a different period from that during 
which the wreaths of Ramses II. were renewed. If they 
realty date from the time when the bodies of the kings of 
the eighteenth dynasty were first deposited in the vault, 
we have here to do with specimens four or five centuries 
older than the wreaths of Ramses II. In any case these 
objects are at least contemporaneous with the time com¬ 
monly assigned to the Trojan war, if not several centuries 
more ancient. 

The wreaths of Aineahotep I. (who was found during 

1 Or when th«y were too Urge they won torn in two. 

* The record© to which X have alluded indicate the day and the month; 
and these S *wem will one day «*v# to fix the eeaton with which the month 
of that epoch coincide* The t.'art ha mu* could only be had from the end of 
March to the middle of May ; the Water-tttim from July to November: 
while the young leave# of Sail* indicate the sprinf. The Acacia and 
Seibanm flower at all leuons. 
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the twentieth dynasty still intact in his coffin, and who, 
according to Brugsch, preceded Ramses II. by three 
centuries) are more varied. Among them are some com* 
posed, like those of Ramses II., of the leaves of Mimu - 
so&s and the sepals and petals of the two species of 
Nytrtpkaa ; while others ,are formed Of the leaves of 
Salix safsaf Forsk., which serve as clasps for the little 
balls of flowers of Acacia Nilotica , Del, portions of the 
heads of flowers of Carthamus tinctorius, L., or the 
separate petals of Alcea ficifolia , Cav. 

Nobody could recognise either the Salix or the Alcea 
among the hundred Egyptian species of plants enumer¬ 
ated by Pliny, or in the writings of other ancient authors; 
whereas the Acacia and the Carthamus occur under the 
names of Acanthos and Cnitus. Concerning the former, 
Pliny (lib. xiii. p. 19) mentions the employment of its 
wood in boat-building, the use of its gum, of its pods in 
tanning; he speaks of the spines, even, which are found 
on the leaves ; in short he indicates the distinctive feature 
of the species, adding that the flowers are effective in 
wreaths. Several of the old authors treat of this tree. 
With regard to the Cnicus or Knekos (Pliny, xxi. p. 
53) it is only recognisable by the indication that it is 
spiny, that its large white seeds yield an oil, and that 
there are in Egypt both wild and cultivated species, which 
is true. The flowers of Carthamus found in the wreaths 
of Amenhotep I. have retained their red colour, and 
resemble those of the species cultivated everywhere in 
Egypt at the present day. The colour, as in recent her¬ 
barium specimens, has changed from cadmium red to a 
brownish red or orange. In water the colouring matter 
is rapidly excreted, and we behold these flowers of some 
thirty to thirty-five centuries ago intensely colouring the 
liquid in the phial containing them.* All four of the plants 
which I have just mentioned have now for the first time 
been actually found in an ancient Egyptian tomb. The 
leaves of Salix safsaf which form the greater part of 
the wreaths of Amenhotep 1 . and Aahmes I , do not differ 
in the least from those of the present day, and the species 
is common in Egypt. They are young—that is to say 
small and pale—thus indicating an early season of the 
year. In this respect they are in contradiction with the 
blue and white petals of Nymphtea found in the same 
coffin, though not, it should be stated, in the same 
wreaths as the Salt.v, but in the wreaths with leaves of 
Mimusops . The latter very closely resemble those found 
on the mummy of Ramses II. Perhaps at the time of 
the removal of the kings of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
dynasties from one vault to another, and finally to the 
place of concealment at Deir-el-Bahari, when a new 
coffin was made for Ramses II.—perhaps, I say, they 
renewed a part of the wreaths of the other kings, or 
having ascertained the condition of the mummies (whether 
under the twentieth or under the twenty-first dynasty), 
they added some new wreaths to the original ones. This 
would explain the presence in the same coffin of flowers 
belonging to different seasons of the year. 

Salix safsaf) which occurs in a wild state on the banks 
of the Nile in Nubia, is in Egypt proper only a riverine 
fugitive, like many other plants, whose real home is in 
the south. Away from the river it only exists on suffer¬ 
ance, chiefly near wells and canals. To my mind it is an 
example of the wild flora which agriculture has caused to 
disappear. Alcea ficfolia, Cav., Is now found in Egypt 
only in the ancient Arabian gardens of Cairo and Other 
towns—that is to say, in gardens dating before the intro¬ 
duction of European horticulture by BariUet in 1B69, 
where it grows almost wild as a weed. 2 have found it in 
a wild state in Syria and the Lebanon. Boissier, in his 
“ Flora Orientals," has not clearly defined it, and gives 
one or two other forms (A. lavaterafolia) as distinct 


* Unffcr (“ BaUnUche StmCtQee,'* ^113) meotionsthai & chcmta n*m*d 


Thornton had proved that the red dye 
from CartAamus. 


i mummy bandftgei vm derived 



species, which they are not. The petals of the Alcea 
contained in the wreath* of Amenhotep I. leave po doubt 
that they belong to the species named. Their shape, the 
distribution of the veins, and especially the hairy callosity 
on the inner surface of the claw, as well as the sixe even, 
confirm the identity of the species. Moreover one per¬ 
ceives in the petals of the ancient wreaths traces of a 
purplish tint corresponding to the crimson of the living 
plant. The ancients probably esteemed this plant alike 
for its beauty and its medicinal properties. 

1 have examined a head of flowers of Acacia Nilotica 
coming from one of the wreaths, and I found that the 
flowers agreed in the minutest details with fresh ones, 
with the characters of which I am sufficiently familiar. 
The pro;ortions of the peduncle, the position of the 
annular bract, the shape of the bracteoles, the calyx, the 
petals, and stamens of each flower do not exhibit the 
slightest differences. This tree, which is planted or 
tolerated by man all over Egypt, is nowhere completely 
wild except on the White Nile between 11 0 and I2°N. 
lat., where it constitutes large riverine forests. 

The wreaths which were found in the coffin of 
Aahmes I,, the great founder of the eighteenth dynasty 
("1700 B.c. , according to Brugsch), are the most varied, 
and astonish the eyes with the bright colours they have 
retained. They are partly composed of leaves of the 
Egyptian willow (Salix safsaj), containing separate 
flowers of Delphinium orientate , Gay, of Sesbania 
JEgyptiaca, Pers., petals of Alcea ficifolia , or flower- 
heads of Acacia Nilotica; and partly of the leaves of 
Mimusops •, serving as clasps for the petals of the two 
species of Nymphcea, like the wreaths of Ramses II. 
and Amenhotep I. The De/phittium and the Sesbania 
not hitherto been authenticated from ancient Egypt. 
The colours of their flowers are admirably preserved, the 
deep violet of the former being especially striking, but the 
specimens I have communicated to you in a phial of 
alcohol have lost their colour, just as fresh flowers of our 
time would. Delphinium orientate is now spread over a 
very wide area of the Mediterranean region. The two 
nearest localities to Egypt where it has been found arc 
Algeria and Northern Syria, near Raldoun. It is not 
impossible that it still occurs in some parts of Egypt, 
while it is equally possible that it was cultivated by the 
ancient Egyptians as an ornamental plant. In the event 
of our being able to prove that some of the wreaths of 
Aahmes I. and Amenhotep I. were removed at the time of 
the twentieth dynasty, together with those of Ramses II., 
we should be justified in the assumption that this plant 
and Alceaficifolia were introduced through the conquest 
of Syria. A minute analysis of the flowers, and com¬ 
parison with those from various localities, leaves no doubt 
that they are of the species mentioned; and if I had had 
access to a larger number of flowers of the plant of the 
present period, I am certain that I should have been able 
to have exactly matched the ancient ones. The differ¬ 
ences that I was able to detect between the ancient 
flowers and recent ones from Algeria, the Caucasus, 
Phrygia, arid Lycia, kindly supplied by Mr, E. Boiseier, 
may be set forth in a few words. In the first place there 
are two narrow linear bracteoles exceeding the pedimcle 
in length, and reflexed; then the ovary is less pubescent, 
and the sepals are narrower and less acute, with regard 
to the bract, the thickened peduncle, the shape, number, 
and disposition of the stamens, the stigma, and especially 
the single petals, I ,have seen recent flowers in which 
these organs are absolutely identical. It will be seen 
that the characters in which they differ are only of indi¬ 
vidual value. Further, the species in question,com*tt«dy 
cultivated at the present time, comprises a considerable 
range of forms. Thus there are varieties, in which the 
single petal is merely three^lobed* whilst in others the 
intermediate lobe is again divided. Both conditions 
occur in the ancient flower*, Theee flower* are #o weH 



May 31, 1883] 


NATURE 


preserved that unitor the influence of boiling water the 
spur of the posterior sepal is easily separated from that of 
the petal projecting into it That is to say, the latter may 
be extracted without injury. The numerous details of the 
petal, its intricate venation, the coloured glands on the 
margins the claw with two lateral folds—all correspond to 
recent specimens. The colour of the ancient flowers is 
rather a deep bluish violet than a reddish violet, as in the 
pi mt of our time. 

I have also carefully analysed the flowers of Sesbauia 
AZgyptiaca, from the wreaths of Aahmes I. They belong 
to tne typical form of the shrub, which still springs up on 
the borders of cultivated fields and on roadsides in Egypt, 
though it is not really spontaneous below the Soudan. 
The flowers are so perfectly preserved that the minutest 
detail did not escape tny scrutiny. Submitted to the 
action of boiling water they scarcely differed from flowers 
taken from my herbarium. One circumstance shows how 
hurriedly these funeral wreaths were made. The flower 
torn from its pedicel and pinched with the finger nails 
always retains only a part of the calyx cut through the 
middle. 

In the find at Deirel Bahari other objects besides the 
wreaths were found for the first time. Thus in the coffin 
of the priest Nibsoni, of the twentieth dynasty, the leaves 
of CttruUus vulgaris were scattered between the body of 
the mummy and the sides of the coffin ; and flowers of 
rfymphcta cwrufca were found fixed beneath the outer 
bandages of the same mummy. The Egyptian Museum 
of Berlin already possessed seeds of this CttruUus in the 
collection of Passalacqua, though the epoch to which the 
collection belongs is unknown, CitruUus vulgaris is 
found wild in the greater part of Central Africa/and its 
fruit is smaller than that of the cultivated race, and less 
palatable, though otherwise like it. Among the broken 
remains in question I found one whole leaf, which enabled 
me to fully study its specific characters. Placed in cold 
water it recovered its original flexibility, so that it could 
be spread out flat and dried again. The chlorophyll was 
perfectly preserved, and what was curious, it was absorbed 
by the water to such a degree, that the glass of water in 
which the leaf and portions of leaves were placed became of 
an intense green colour. The problem to solve was whether 
the leaves were those of the water-melon or those of the 
colocynth, a species spreid over the whole desert region, 
and only differing from the former, which has long hairs 
on the young fruit, by the complete nudity and spongy 
nature of its bitter fruit with a hard rind, and by the 
seeds. The leaves of the water-melon of ten very closely 
resemble those of the colocynth, especially in the variety 
called Gjurma {Gyurma) in Egypt, which bears fruit no 
larger than that of the colocynth, though it is always 
sweet, Nevertheless the large leaves of elong ited outline 
and having less numerous lobes, are rare in the colocynth, 
and only in places well watered by rains. There is an 
association of characters in the leaves from the mummy 
of Nibsoni, that enable one to refer them to varieties of 
the cultivated water-melon, rather than to the wild 
colocynth. I have compared them with a long series of 
specimens of the water-melon from all parts of the Nilotic 
region, and with a no less numerous Series of specimens 
of the colocynth * and I have come to the conclusion that 
they rpajr be regarded as belonging to the former species. 
The uses of the two species would render them equally 
admissible in a coffin of ancient Egypt As a funeral offer¬ 
ing an alimentary plant might serve as well as a medicinal 
p*$Ct StUl the fact that there are seeds of the water-melon 
in the Berlin Museum from an ancient tomb supports my 
first Supposition, "the leaves found on Nibsoni are about 
ajtohn tong, and of a pinfiatisect form, with obtuse lobes. 
Ifthese leaves were distinctly hairy there would be no 
doubt of tStofr bekmging to the watermelon. Yet. as 
already meotfoned, there is a variety widely spread in 

I I Jura sMhvsd It <* tfcftt state in die bland* of the White Nik. 


MS 


Egypt which has not the long and numerous hairs at* 
tacned to the tubercles with which the leaves are covered, 
but merely short bristles, which is also the case in the 
colocynth. 

This variety of water melon, which I have named colo- 
cynthoides , is the Gyurma of the Egyptians, and is culti¬ 
vated in dry neglected ground in Upper Egypt. It is 
probably the primitive condition of the species before it 
had reached its present state of perfection. The leaves 
of the Gyurma are sometimes hairy, as in the water¬ 
melon, sometimes only provided with short deciduous 
bristles, as in the colocynth. The leaves from the coffin 
of Nibsoni exhibit only the latter condition. It may be 
that they have lost a great part of these deciduous hairs 
during the long period that has elapsed. 1 found one 
character, however, that the Gyurma has in common 
with those in question. There are on the petiole, and 
especially on the under surface of the leaf in the middle, 
among the round tubercles with which it is beset, 
other tubercles or callosities of an elongated linear form 
and arranged in rows corresponding to the secondary 
veins. On these leaves, as well as on those of the 
Gyurma , these elongated tubercles are much more 
prominent than they are in the colocynth. Moreover the 
numerous specimens that I have compared of the last 
have all of them leaves more densely furnished with the 
round tubercles than is the case with those of the water¬ 
melon, of the Gyurma , and the ancient leaves. 

The secret vault of Deir*el- Bahari, besides the coffins 
of so many illustrious kings, also contained numerous 
funeral offerings deposited there by the later kings of the 
twenty^first dynasty who used this collective tomb, so well 
concealed by the topographical conditions. Among these 
offerings I was able to recognise dates, raisins, and 
pomegranates. There was also a basket filled with a 
lichen (Parmelia furfuracea , Ach.) which at the present 
day is sold in the bazaar of drugs in every town of Egypt. 
It is now called * Ch&ba ” (Sheba), and is used to leaven 
and flavour the Arabian bread. Medicinally, also, it is 
in great request. The presence of a lichen of solely 
Greek origin, mixed with the species named, and which 
also occurs in the modern drug, excludes ail doubt as to 
its being a commercial product. Ramalina Graca, Muell., 
Arg., which was mixed with the Parmelia, has only been 
found in the islands of the Greek Archipelago, and the 
Arab merchants regard that country as the source of their 
drug, As there is no locality in Egypt where Parmelia 
furfuracea could grow, the only explanation of its presence 
in the offerings of the twenty-first dynasty (1000 B.c) is 
that it was derived from Abyssinia or Greece. In the 
latter case the find at Deir-el-Bahari would prove the 
existence of commercial intercourse with Greece at about 
! the time of the Trojan war. Among the Parmelia (which 
was perhaps the Sphagnos of Pliny) were fragments of 
! Usnea pliatia , 1 Hoffmg, and the straw of a grass (Gym- 
nantheUs lomgera, Anders.) of Nubia, which at the 
present day is used by the natives as a remedy against 
affections of the chest and stomach. On searching 
through the copious remains of this plant I succeeded in 
finding a few well-preserved flower-spikes, which I care¬ 
fully examined and determined beyond doubt to belong 
to the speejes mentioned. In Arabic it is called 
“ mdharebP The odour even of this grass was preserved 
to a certain extent in the mixture of the offering. The 
fragrant secretion is of the same nature as that of 
the allied section Schatnanthus of Andr&pogoti of India, 
Besides the lichens and the grass* this offering contained 
the hairy buds of some ComfiosUa, probably an Artemisia, 
with pinnatisect leaves ; tendrils of some Cucurbitacea; 
seeds of the coriander; and numerous berries and seeds 
of the eastern Juniper (Juniperus Pb&tucia). Inasmuch 
as we have here to do with plants coming from oppo¬ 
site regions of Africa and from Europe or Asia* it was 

* Dr. J. Mueller ofGeaev* undertook tho doming of tfco lichee*. 
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tot an easy matter to pronounce an opinion on the 
Cucurbitacea and the Composita mentioned. The corian¬ 
der is a plant of early cultivation in Egypt, being men¬ 
tioned by Pliny as one of the best products of the country. 
The berries and seeds of the juniper (the latter free in 
consequence of the decomposition of the former) could 
only have been derived from Syria or the Greek Islands. 
I carefully compared them with the allied species, including 
the Abyssinian Juniperus excelsa (which has larger berries 
and much thicker seeds, to the number of six), and there 
can be no doubt that they belong to f. Pkaetticea , L. 
Kunth had previously determined this species in the 
collection of Passalacqua. 

Among the fragments of the offerings and repasts 
found scattered on the floor of the vault of Deir-el-Bahari 
when it was first inspected by Brugsch Bey (some of the 
objects had already been disturbed by Arab robbers) 
was a tuber of Cypcrus esculcnius s L., some specimens of 
which from ancient Egypt are also preserved in the Berlin 
Museum. It is common in a wild state, and generally 
cultivated in the country. 

In bringing this enumeration to a close 1 have only to 
mention the finding of a bundle of the grass called Haifa 
by the Egyptians (not the Haifa of Tripoli and Algeria), 
Septochloa bipinnata, Hochst., syn. Eragrostis cynasur - 
videSy Retz. This bundle probably formed part of an 
offering representing the productions of the black and 
fertile soil of the valley of the Nile, of which this grass 
Mas a good sample. 


ON THE CHEMICAL CHARACTERS OF THE 
VENOM OF SERPENTS 

r)RS. WEIR MITCHELL and E. T. Reichart,of Phila- 
La delphia, are now engaged in an inquiry into the 
chemical composition and characters of snake poison, 
which promises to yield impo rtant results and to supply 
information long wanted on an aspect of the subject which 
has made little progress since Prince Louis Lucien Bona¬ 
parte published his discovery of an active principle in 
yiper venom, which he considered to be the sole cause of 
its toxic properties, and to which he gave the name of 
Echidninc or Viperine. He described the mode of sepa¬ 
ration of this principle in a paper read before the M Unione 
degli Scienziate Italiani” at Lucca in the year 1843. 

The investigations of Drs. W. Mitchell and Reichart 
relate chiefly to crotaline snake poison, but include a 
partial analysis of some dried cobra (colubrine) poison 
sent to them by Mr. V. Richards from India. 

Difference in the mode of action of the colubrine and 
viperine virus was pointed out by me many years ago in 
India, when I observed that viperine poison destroys the 
coagulability of the blood in animals, causes haemorrhage, 
and has peculiar effects on the nervous system differing 
flrom the cobra’s (colubrine) venom, which does not 
destroy the coagulability of the blood, nor cause so much 
haemorrhage. 

Dr. Wwl of the Bengal Medical Service has added 
much to our information on the subject, and has defined 
the different modes of action of the venom of the prin¬ 
cipal Indian poisonous snakes. 

The Philadelphia observers came to the conclusion 
that the venom of the crotaline snakes with which they 
have chiefly operated can be subjected to the action of 
the boiling temperature of water without completely losing 
its poisonous power. The toxicity of the venom, how¬ 
ever, of the Crotalvs adamanteus seems to be destroyed 
by a temperature below iy6 v F. Mitchell some year? 
ago showed that the venom of Crotalus durissus is not 
destroyed by boiling, and they remark on the curious feet 
that the venom of C adamanteus should thus differ from 
the venom of other snakes. 

The symptoms caused by the venom of the different 


snakes with which they have operated do not, they say, 
differ radically save in degree, but there are certain 
symptoms which they think make it probable that further 
investigation will enable them to point out certain differ¬ 
ences by which it will be possible to discriminate one 
form of poisoning from the other. This is in accordance 
with what has already been done by observers in India, 
and notably by Dr. Wall. 

The investigations of Drs. Weir Mitchell and Reichart 
so far, lead them to conclude that the poison of the cobra 
is the most active, next the copperhead^ then the moc¬ 
casin, and lastly the rattlesnake; out their researches on 
this head are not yet complete. 

They are unable to confirm the statement of Gautier of 
Paris that an alkaloid resembling a ptomaine exists in 
cobra poison; or that of Prof. Wolcott Gibbs, that the 
poison of crotalus yields an alkaloid; but they have satis¬ 
fied themselves that the venom contains three distinct 
proteid bodies, two of which are soluble in distilled 
water, one which is not soluble. These bodies have 
certain properties and reactions, which are detailed in 
their monograph on the subject. 

Hitherto observers have regarded the venom of dif¬ 
ferent snakes as each representing a single poison, but 
it appears from these researches that, of the three protCids 
before mentioned, one is analogous to peptone and is 
a putrefacient poison, another is allied to globulin, and 
is a most fatal poison, probably attacking the respiratory 
centres and destroying the power of the blood to clot, 
while the third resembles albumen, and is probably 
innocuous. The separation of the two poisons necessi¬ 
tates a long and elaborate series of researches, the results 
of which will be subsequently reported. 

They have also ascertained that the poison of the 
Rattlesnake ( Crotalus adamanteus ), Copperhead ( Trigono- 
cephalus contortrix ), and Moccasin ( Toxicopkispheivorvs), 
are destroyed by bromine, iodine, hydrooromic acid (33 
per cent), sodium hydrate, and potassium permanganate. 
It is to be hoped that these important and valuable re¬ 
searches will be continued until the true chemical nature 
of these poisons be completely made known. 

]. FaYRER 


NOTES 

At a meeting of the subscribers to the Balfour Memorial Fund, 
held at Cambridge on the 26th inst., it was stated that 8309 1 . 
had been promised, all except 100 1 of which hod been paid. 
Of this 8078/. had been invested, yielding an annual income of 
284/. 1 ox., which It was hoped further subscriptions would raise 
to 300/. Among the regulations agreed to were the following 
The income of the fund shall be applied (l) to endow a Student¬ 
ship the holder of which shall devote himself to original research 
in biology, especially animal morphology; (2) to further by 
occasional grants of money, original research in the same sub¬ 
ject. The Student shall not necessarily be a member of fee 
University, and during his tenure of the Studentship shall devote 
himself to original biological inquiry, and shall not systematically 
follow any business or profession or engage in any educational 
or other work which in the opinion of those charged with fee 
administration of the fund would interfere with his original in¬ 
quiries. The place and nature of the studies of the Student shelf 
! be subject to the approval of fee managers provided that the 
Student shall be bound to pursue his studies wfehftt the University 
during at least three terms during his tenure Of the Studentship, 
unless fee managers shall, wife the approver td fee &>ard, 
pease with this requirement for special reason?, the managers 
shall fefce sttcb steps as they may febfe necewerytb fotisfy them- 
lelyei as to fee diligence and progress, of fee Student, and may ! 
' require from him any reports or other information on fee subject, 
of his studies which they may think desirable. The Studentship * 
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shall be tenable for three years, but it may be continued over a 
second teeth of three years (but no longer) to the same person 
if the managers and Board decide that it would be clearly in the 
interests of biological research. The balance of the income 
of the fund, after providing for the Studentship and for any 
necessary expenses connected with the election, shall be devoted 
to the furtherance of original research in biology, especially 
a nimal morphology. Grants may be made for this purpose 
either to the holder of the Balfour Studentship or to any other 
person engaged in research. 

The subscription list for the memorial bust of Prof. Henry 
Smith, to be placed in the University Museum, will be closed at 
the end of the present term. It would be convenient if sub* 
scribers would, as soon as possible, pay their subscriptions into 
the Old Bank, or send cheques to any of the following gentle¬ 
men :—Mr. W. Little, Queen Anne’s Mansions, S.W.; Mr. R. 
1., Nettleship, Balllol College, Oxford; or Mr. E, Chapman, 
Frewen Hall, Oxford. 

Da. Julius von Haast has been created a Companion of the 
Order of St. Michael and St. George. 

Two statues which have been erected in front of the Berlin 
University to the Brother* Alexander and Wilhelm von Hum¬ 
boldt were unveiled on Monday with great ceremony. The 
Emperor and some of the members of the Imperial family wit¬ 
nessed the proceedings from the Royal Palace, which imme¬ 
diately faces the University, and the Emperor afterwards went 
on foot to inspect the statues. 

Dr. Gabriel Gustav Valentin, one of the most eminent 
professors of the University of Berne, and a distinguished physi¬ 
cian, died at that city on May 24. Dr. Valentin was bom at 
Breslau in 1810, graduated in 1832, and began practice in his 
native town in the following year. In 1835 he published 
a handbook of the history of evolution {“ Entwicklungs- 
gcschichte ”), and in 1836 was appointed Professor of Physio¬ 
logy in the University of Berne, a position which he held until 
1881, when ill health compelled him to resign. He stood very 
high in his profession, and was the author of many scientific 
works, two of which were written in Latin, ** De phaenomeno 
generali et fundamental! motus vibratorii continui ” and " De 
functionlbus nervorum cercbralium et nervi sympathici libri qua- 
tuor." He wrote also a "Text-Book of Physiology," a book 
entitled ”Groundwork of Human Physiology," a "Repertory 
of Anatomy and Physiology,” an "Examination of the Effects 
of Polarised Light on the Life of Plants," an elaborate work on 
the "Adaptation of the Spectroscope to Physiological and 
Medicinal Purposes," and several others which attest his vast 
knowledge and untiring industry. 

Th* following remarks by our American contemporary, 
Science t on the subject of the Canadian meeting of the British 
Association in 1884, are deserving of attention" It is to be ob¬ 
served that in the present year the meeting of the American 
Association, at Minneapolis, is early (August 17); white that of 
the British Association, at Southport, which is, besides, in the 
immediate vicinity of Liverpool, 1 $ unusually late (September 
19)- This will allow members of the American Association to 
attend both meetings, and it is stated (hat the retiring President 
of the American Association, and possibly others of its members, 
may avail themselves of this privilege. This may possibly per¬ 
mit arrangements to be made which might substantially unite the 
meetings of the two Associations in 1884, and so prepare for an 
international meeting to the future. If the meeting of the 
American Association for 1884 can be fend for some north* 
eastern city, sufficiently near to Monto«C «od can berimed 40 as 
to oftenr a week before or after that of the British Association, 
fare ofei fee no doubt that a great number dfth* members of toe 


latter body would take advantage of toe opportunity to enjoy 
the companionship of their American confrbru % while, on the 
other hand, many of these would gladly spend a few days at toe 
meeting of the British Association. In this way it would seem 
that a greater benefit to science might result than even from an 
international meeting. There would be time for the complete 
transaction of the business of both Associations* Neither would 
suffer, either pecuniarily or in the value of its proceedings; and 
there would be the best possible opportunity for interchange of 
ideas between the scientific men of the United States, Great 
Britain, and Canada, Nor is it unlikely that some scientific 
workers from the continent of Europe and elsewhere may be 
attracted by a combination so unusual. It may thus be hoped 
that the proposed meeting of the British Association in Canada 
may not only be one of the most successful that this mother 01 
Associations has held, but may inaugurate an epoch of renewed 
activity and progress in the widely-spread scientific work of the 
two great Associations of the English-speaking race.” 

The New Parkea Museum of Hygiene at 74*7, Margaret 
Street, Regent Street, was opened on Saturday under favourable 
and distinguished auspices. The Duke of Albany presided and 
formally opened the Museum, and gave besides a sensible and 
thoughtful speech. " Hygiene," His Royal Highness said, "os 
we now understand it, is a branch of knowledge of modern 
growth. It is one of the natural results of the great advance of 
science which this century has witnessed, and might, I fancy, 
not inaptly be defined as the application of scientific principles 
to the varying conditions under which we are called upon to live. 
Thanks to the labours of many eminent men, we have now 
advanced some way towards an accurate knowledge of the con - 
d it ions which are necessary for health ; and most of these con¬ 
ditions have long been familiar to the few. One object of the 
Parses Museum will be to make them familiar to the many. 
We have learned, and are daily learning, that many of the 
luxuries and conveniences of modem life may become .sources of 
danger to us if they be ignorantly used. London would be 
almost uninhabitable were it not for its wonderful system of 
sewers; but while enjoying the blessing of effective sewerage, 
we have had to encounter the difficulty of keeping the air of the 
sewers out of our dwellings. We all appreciate the brilliant 
light which is given by a gas lamp ; but its wholesome use, we 
are now beginning to find, Involves questions of ventilation 
which scarcely troubled those who were content with the com¬ 
parative dimness of a candle. Again, the open coal fire has 
long been regarded as one of the chief luxuries of the Briton, 
but the collected smoke of the fires of 4,000,000 of people has 
become a nuisance too grievous to be borne, and one for which 
a remedy must be sought It is notorious that many of our 
public and private buildings in this country have been constructed 
without due attention, or, indeed, any attention, to those details 
which alone make a dwelling wholesome. The experiences of 
my own family in this matter have indeed been singularly hard. 
We hope that this museum will tend to hasten the end of this 
state of thing?, and that henceforward 1 healthiness 1 will be con¬ 
sidered as an essential condition of true architectural beauty. 
For the healthiness of our dwellings we have to depend, not only 
upon the master mind which furnishes the plan, but even to a 
greater extent upon the intelligent hands of those who are called 
upon to carry out the details. Unless the work of these latter 
be done with intelligence and faithful honesty, the schemes of 
the wisest architect avail us 1 trie. The instruction which has 
been and will fee given here to the artisans who carry out toe 
sanitary details of our houses must be productive of good result®. 
At least* let us hope tost tome of the specimens of defective 
.workmanship to be found upon oar shelves will impress upon 
them that death, disease* and sorrow may be the results of ignor¬ 
ance or carelessness on toeir part, ’* Among the other speakers 
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were Sir Charles Ditke, Prof, Tyndall, and the Archbishop of 
York, It is to be hoped that the public, and especially those 
on whose skdl and honesty our sanitary arrangements are de¬ 
pendent, will take ample advantige of the opportunities offered 
by the new museum. 

The seventh Congress of Russian Naturalists and Physicians 
wilt be held this year at Odessa, from August 30 to Sept. 9. 

The district of Pergamos in Asia Minor is now so infested 
with sparrows that application has been made to the Turkish 
Government for aid against them. It will be remembered that 
this district is subject to occasional invasions of rodents. 

The Marine Excursion Committee of the Birmingham Natural 


Prof. Watxm It will be in perihelion about July, *5, «f*din 
opposition a f ortnight earlier, its computed Intensity of light 
being equal to that of a star of fully the ninth magnitude, its 
considerable south declination will give an advantage to a search 
at one of the observatories of southern Europe. To facilitate 
its reobservation we subjoin positions deduced from the orbit 
last published :—- 

At Greenwich Midnight 



R.A. 

Deck 

Log. Dixtanc* from 


h. m. 


Earth. 

Sun. 

June 4 ... 

*9 4°'3 

.. ” a 7 *3 • 

°’ , S47 • 

. 0*3635 

12 ... 

19 39 0 

- 27 44 • 

. O‘l308 . 

. 0*3622 

20 ... 

19 360 

.. 28 7 . 

. 0*1222 . 

. 0 3610 

28 ... 

>9 3 ,- S 

.. 28 29 . 

. 0*1117 . 

0-3600 

July 6 ... 

19 *S‘9 

28 48 , 

. 0*1059 - 

• 0-3594 

14 ... 

19 199 . 

.. -29 I 

. 01055 • 

• °‘3S9° 


History and Microscopical Society announce that, in response to 
a wish expressed by many members, I hey have arranged a second 
excursion to Oban and the West Highlands of Scotland, similar 
to that which proved so successful in the year 1881. The party 
will leave on Friday, June 29 next, to reach Oban about 5 p.m. 
on Saturday. The screw steam yacht Aerolite , of about sixty 
ton*, has been hired of Messrs. Ross and Marshall of Greenock 
for a week, commencing Monday, July 2 ; facilities will thus be 
afforded for dredging excursions \ ot only in the district previously 
worked, but also in distant localities. Arrangements are being 
made for excursions to several places of interest in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Oban. 

The sixth annual meeting and conversazione of the Midland 
Union of Natural History Societies will be held at Tamworth 
Oft June 12 next. Excursions have been arranged for that day 
and the 13th. The Darwin Gold Medal for 1882 will be pre¬ 
sented to Prof. A. M. Marshall and W. P. Marshall, for their 
pfcpcr on the Pennatulida. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Malbrouck Monkey ( Cercopithecus cynosurus) 
from West Africa, presented by Mr C. D. Gordon ; twoGrUons 
(Galictis vittata) from South America, presented by Mr. Percy 
Kenyon Slaney; two Sloth Bears (Melursus la hiatus) from 
India, presented by Mr. F, A. CurteU; a Surucucu or Bush- 
master ( Lachesis mutus) from Pernambuco, presented by Mr. J. 
Y. Barkley; a Common Chameleon {Chameleon vulgaris) from 
North Africa, presented by Mr. Henry W. Weguelin; a Chim¬ 
panzee ( A nth ropopithecus troglodytes 6 ) from West Africa, two 
Welsh Sheep {Qvis arie$) from Wales, a Goffin’s Cockatoo 
(Cacatua gofflm) from Queensland, five Margined Tortoises 
( Testudo marginal us), thirteen European Pond Tortoises (Emys 
europcea) y South European, deposited ; a Common Seal { Pkoca 
vitulina) from British Seas, a Grey-headed Porphyrio ( P&rphyrio 
poliocephalus ), a Conical Worm Snake ( Gongylophis conicus ) 
from India, purchased; a Hybrid Tapir, 9 (bred between 
Tapir us roulini d and Tapirus americanus 9 ), bom in the 
Gardens. 


The planet will probably be situated at some distance in R,A, 
from these positions which are only intended as an approximate 
indication of its places. The last reference to a search for it 
which we find in the circulars of the Berliner Jtahrhuch, occurs 
in No. n8 (Orrespondenz), 1881, March 3, where we read, 
41 Andromache innerhalb —6m. 30s. bi* - tro, 55 ^* und — Em* 
20s. bis +4m, ijs. vergehlioh gesneht. A special rough 
chart of stars m the vicinity to the tenth magnitude inclusive 
would be readily formed with rhe star.-* in the Bonn and Wash¬ 
ington Zones as reference points. 


The Great Comet ok 1882.—M. W. Fabritius of Kieff has 
calculate! the following elliptical elements of this comet from 
two normal p isitions for September 9 and October 6, and an 
observation at Ko iceberg on March 3 in the present year 
Perihelion pas-age, 1882, September I7'2753 M.T. at Berlin. 


* < u 

Longitude of perihelion . 276 28 40*1 

,, ascending node . 345 5$ 4*1 

Inclination . 38 o 44*7 

Log. (i-*) . 5-938*09 

Log. ‘•cmi-axis major . I‘943548 

Log. perihelion distance .. 7*881757 

Motion—retrograde. 


M. Eq. 
1882*0 


The corresponding period of revolution is a little less than 
823 years, and as M. Fabritius attaches some weight to his result, 
he thinks the comet nm«t have appeared about the middle of the 
eleventh century. 

We shall doubtless have in due cour e a thorough discussion of 
all reliable observations; those made since September 30, when 
the disintegration of the nucleus commenced, will need special 
treatment. 


The Obliquity of the Ecliptic.— In Nature, vol xxvii, 
p. 618, we quoted 23* 41'*! as the value of the obliquity of the 
ecliptic at the assigned epoch of Ptolemy’* catalogue. With 
reference to thin statement Mr. W. J. Cockburn Muir, of 
Melrose, N.B., has made a discovery, on which he writes us as 
follows " In Nature of April 26, at p. 6x8, I read that the 
4 obliquity of the Ecliptic’is 23® 41'*!, and I wondered much 
what bad suddenly happened in the Kosmos. $0 I took means 
10 ascertain fro n the Royal OUervatory of Greenwich how the 
record stands, and I am comforted to find that, by the determi¬ 
nations in 1882, the earth's axis still remains at home— 
23’ 27' 16"'8.” Our correspondent may be referred to any 
elementary treatise on astronomy. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Minor Planet, Andromache.— Among the small 
planets mentioned in the last volume of the Berliner Asfrono- 
misekes ya hrbuck as having been observed at one opposition 
only, though several oppositions have taken place since their 
discovery, is No. 17c, detected by the late Prof, Watson o i Ann 
Arbor, U.S„ on October i, 1877, and named Andromache, 
The orbit has a considerable eccentricity, and the planet recedes 
to a greater distance from the sun at aphelion than is the case 
with any other member of this now numerous group so far calcu¬ 
lated ; indeed at this point of its orbit it U distant from the sun 
4*7*3 (the earth's mean distance being taken as unity), and only 
<>*$5)4 from the orbit of Jupiter. There should be no great 
difficulty in recovering this planet during the month of June or 
in July, According to the most accurate elements calculated by 


GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Mr, Oscar Dickson's Greenland Expedition, under the 
command of Baron Nordenskjbki, sailed from Gothenburg in 
the Sofia, 180 tons, 65 horse-power, drawing 10 feet, and of ti 
knots speed, navigated by <lapt. Nilsson and a crew of 23 men. 
With Baron Nordenskjold are Dr, Nathorat, geologist; Dr, 
Berlin, doctor and botanist; Dr. Forssfraud, zoologist: Dr. 
Hamberg, hydrographer ; Herr Koltfioff, zoologist ; Herr KjeB* 
strbna, typographer and photographer; two Laplanders, two 
Norwegian icemasters, and one harpooner. There is on board 
a complete scientific equipment and 14 months 1 provisions for 
subsistence on the inland ice. Eight or nine picked men Accom¬ 
pany Barn Nordenekjbld, Coitot StromfeMt, botanist } Dr, 
Arpi, archeologist and philologist j and Hen Fliok, mbaeralo-' 
gist, will disembark on the coast of Iceland for ike purposes ei-’;. 
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study and collection. Tfae Sofia called at Thurso for coal on 
Sunday and left on Tuesday. 

Ik connection with Prof. Fries' suggestion of colonising 
Greenland by mountain Lapps, to which we referred last week, 
we learn that Baron NordenskjoM takes with him to Greenland 
two Lapps from Jockmock, to give their opinion of the country. 
One of them is thirty, and the other thirty-three years of age. 

Wk learn from the last annual report of the East Siberian 
branch of the Russian Geographical Society that this Society, 
w hich has contributed so largely to the increase of our know¬ 
ledge of Siberia, is beginning to recover from the Josses it sustained 
during the great fire at Irkutsk. Private subscriptions have been 
raised for the reconstitution of the library and museum to the 
amount of 2170/,, and Ijoth are in a fair way of development. The 
li >rary already has about 4000 volumes, but is in great want of 
foreign geographical publications, and makes an appeal to the 
geographical >ocieties tliroughout the world to send their publi¬ 
cations and, if possible, series of former publications, which 
ought to be addressed to the Secretary of the East Siberian 
branch at Irkutsk. The chief occupations of the Society were ; 
the geological exploration ea*t of Lake Baikal, by M. Chersky, 
who has already published a map of the western coast of the 
lake ; archaeological researches as to the prehistoric inhabitants 
of Siberia, by MM. Agapitoff, Khattgaloff, Witkovsky, and 
Bogolubskiy ; mid the part it took in the organisation of the 
Arctic Meteorological Station at the mouth of the Lena, and of 
a series of four intermediate stations between Irkutsk and this 
station. This last scheme could not be realised in full, but two 
stations have already been opened at Verkholensk and at Preo- 
brajenskoye. The last number of the Journal of the Society 
ontains, besides the annual report ami the proceedings, a list of 
new determinations of latitudes and longitudes in 'Transbaikalia ; 
a notice on Shamanisur with Yakuts ; a paper on the populations 
of the basin of the Amur, according to Prof. Schrenck ; a paper 
on the inscriptions on stones and rocks in the district of 
Minusinsk ; and several notes, on the Lena Meteorological Sta¬ 
tion, on the Usuri region, &c. 

Peiermattn's Afittheitungm for May co tains a paper by Mr. 
Carl Bock describing a journey recently made by him from 
Bankok to the frontiers of the independent Shan States. He 
travelled along the Menam River in a boat given him by the 
Siamese Government, as far as Raheng, where he diverged into 
the Me Ping. He then proceeded partly by the river, partly by 
land through Lakou and Lam pun, to a town which he calls 
Tschengmai, but which is more generally known as Kiangmai, 
or Zimmth This place, which is the capital of the Shan States 
tributary to Siam, Is an important point in Mr. Colquhoun’s 
proposed railway from Rangoon and Moulmein, into south¬ 
western China. It formed the proposed terminus, too, of that 

f entleman’s recent journey through Yunnan and the Shan States. 

lr. Bock described it as a fortified town of about 700,000 
people, lying in a fertile plain of uninterrupted rice fields, about 
500 yards from the Me Ping, which is here 400 feet wide. 
Even now it is of great political and commercial importance, as 
It controls the trade of these regions both with Siam and with 
British Burmab. The teak forests of the States he describes as 
almost inexhaustible, especially higher up near the Meikong, 
where, however, it is not yet known whether the lumber can be 
easily floated down to the sea. For this purpose Mr. Bock 
recommends ft careful survey of the various rivers and their 
tributaries. From Zimme he continued his way higher up to 
Kkmgtsen, in the valley of the Meikong, and on the borders of 
the independent Shan States. It was his original intention to 
travel through these States into YUnnan, as it was Mr, Colqu- 
houfi’s to travel through them from Yunnan, southwards. 
Failing this he returned to the Me Ping, with the object of 
tracijkjg this river to its source. He was prevented from carrying 
out either project by the native hostility, which, we regret to 
fay, Mr. Bock himself did much to intensify, if not arouse, by 
hi* indiscreet behaviour. It would bo inconceivable, if we did 
not have it on his own, testimony, that any traveller among a 
people who, as he was specially warned, disliked even 
the Emmas*, and absolutely hated any white man, should 
«> far forget all discretion as to enter a populous town and 
M «ut of his own hand, as he describes it, take - posses¬ 
sion of the court of justice, and assault with a trick the 
af&dal who endeavoured to prevent rind unjustifiable tres¬ 
pass, He was punished by several days’ imprisonment, 
but it is uafortnnate for the cause of science that the hostility 
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thus carelessly and wilfully aroused should have put a speedy 
termination to a journey full of promise. Mr. Bock, however, 
has shown beyond doubt that a railway from Bankok to the 
Shan frontiers is a possibility. It would pass through populous 
and rich districts in the valleys of the Menam and Me Ping. He 
says that no one who has not visited Zimme can understand how 
extensive the trade of the place is, and his proposed railway 
would place the Laos States hi direct communication with the 
sea, and attract the commerce not only of the Sban State?, but 
also of Yunnan. There ore exactly the arguments by uhich 
Mr. Colquhoun supports his scheme for a railway to Rangoon. 
Let ui hope that in days to come, when this colossal project is 
an accomplished fact, there may be no dispute as to the originator 
of the idea of attracting the trade of south-western China to the 
sea by means of a railway through the Shan States. 


A NEW FORM OF SEISMOGRAPH 1 

\J U ME ROUS forms of seismometers have from time to time 
been invented, and having these various instrument*, it 
may be asked why there is any necessity for a new form, and I 
can best answer this by quoting from a report of a committee of 
fhe British Association of 1872, as follows :—■* Some simple 
and cheap method of indicating earthquake movement is thus 
much to be desired—any apparatus for the purpose should 
occupy small space, be little liable to derangement, capable of 
being put up in any apartment not of special construction, and 
its indications such as any intelligent person could easily interpret 
and readily note.” 

Now none of the instruments yet invented fulfil these con¬ 
ditions, and hence I bring before you one which is of the very 
simplest nature. 

The idea of the instrument I propose was suggested to me by 
the ascismatic arrangement designed by my father, Mr. David 
Stevenson, for averting damage to buildings and lighthouse 
appara u* in countries subject to earthquakes ( 7 runs. Roy, Scot. 
Soc. Arts. vol. vii.). 

The instrument is shown below, and consists of a ground 
and polished glass plate (a), about 5 inches square, placed 
level {uncc for all), on which rest three accurately turned 
ivory balls about ij inch diameter, and on the top of these 


hair - 
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balls is placed a plate (b) similar to the lower, but having 
attached to it a projecting arm with a long vertical hole pierced 
through it. Through this hole pastes a steel needle (<i) with a 
fine point, which rests by its own weight on a lampblack surface 
formed on the plate D» A hair about a inches long should be 
fixed to the eye of the needle to assist in adjusting it. The 
instrument thus becomes a pendulum of infinite length, so that 
whenever there U any movement of the ground, and therefore 
of the lower plates, the top plate with its arm and needle 
attached remain practically steady, and the point of thfr needle 
therefore mark* on the lampblack surface the amount of motion 
and the direction hi. which the lower plate is moved. ThiB 
Instrument, it will be observed, fulfils all the requirements 
mentioned in the report of the committee of the British Asaoda- 

1 Abstract ef paper ml before the Revel Scottish Society qf Am, 
Vebmscy 13, rtftt, by £h*i Ua A. Stevenson, CR„ ESsburgh 
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tkm, Mid can be mode more or lew sensitive. It is impossible 
from a mere description to form any conception of the efficiency 
of the apparatus, nor has it been tried by any earthquake, but 
the instrument before you havihg been erected bn the gable of a 
-dwelling house during the past year, repeatedly registered the 
shaking of the gable to the amount of i-idth of an inch. 

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Cambridge. —The Museums and Lecture Rooms Syndicate 
9iave jvmt issued their annual report, in which they mention the 
high value of the present of the Ute Prof. Balfour's scientific 
instrument* and library to the University by his family, and 
-again emphasise the necessity existing for a new chemical labora¬ 
tory. Mr. Clark records the mounting of the fine male Indian 
■elephant’s skeleton in the Zoological Museum, received in an 
exceedingly complete state last year in consequence of its careful 
preparation by Mr. A. Haly of the Colombo Museum. The 
animal was shot by Mr. Le Mesurier of the Ceylon Civil Ser¬ 
vice ; its height was nine feet. A specially interesting skeleton 
of the adult Gangctic Dolphin lias been presented by Sir J. 
Kayrer. Mr. A. T\ Maudslay, M.A., of Trinity Hall, ha* 
deposited in Mr. Clark’s care a large portion of his ethnological 
collection made in Fiji and adjacent islands ; these are almost 
certain to be presented to the University at no distant date. The 
•Curator in Zoology (Mr. A, H. Cooke) has catalogued and 
arranged the Britiidi species in the MacAndrew collection. Its 
■completeness may be judged by the facts that of 6 recorded 
species of Bracbiopoda this contains 5 ; of 159 marine Con- 
chifera this contains 146; of 248 marine Gasteropoda this con¬ 
tains 208; of 125 land and freshwater shells this contains 114 
A recent appeal to add missing species has already resulted iu 
4b« presentation of fourteen species by Mr. J. T. Marshal). 

Dr. Michael foster reports an average class of about 100 in 
Elementary Physiology, and of over 20 in advanced Physiology, 
in the three terms of the past year. Additional lecture room 
accommodation is much needed for these lar^e classes. 

The morphological work begun by the late Prof. Halfour has 
been continued on the same lines by Mr. Adam Sedgwick, Mr. 
W. H. Caldwell and Dr. Hans Gadow as lecturers, and Mr. 
Walter Heape and Mr. W. F. K, Weldon a* demonstrators. 
In the Lent Term of thin year 63 students attended the elemen¬ 
tary clasy, and 26 ihe advanced clashes. Five students have 
been engaged in original work. Mr. A. J. Balfour, M.P., has 
offered to give annually a sum sufficient to defray the cost of the 
■complete series of scientific journals taken in by his late brother. 

Dr. Vines has carried on practical instruction in Vegetable 
Anatomy and Physiology under considerable difficulties owing to 
the small space available; he has had to re}>cat all the work 
four times. I he numbers attending his practical classes in the 
Michaelmas Term, 1882, were 19 j in the Lent Term, 1883, 37 ; 
in the present Easter Term, 35. 

Prof. Hughes reports that the whole of the geological library, 

■ consisting of 800 volumes and 1000 pamphlets, of the late Mr. 
K. B. Tawney, have been liberally presented to the Wood- 
wardian Museum by his brother, Mr. C. H. Tawney, late 
Fellow of Trinity College. Opportunity has been taken in the 
past year to largely improve the foreign Tertiary collections in 
the museum. 

Prof. Stuart reports the addition of a number of machines 
and a large development of his classes ; a foundry begun as an 
experiment has proved one of the most successful parts of his 
undertaking. 

The Philosophical Library in the new Museums has been 
largely increased by the valuable presents made by the family of 
the late Prof. Balfour, by Mr. J. w. [Clark, by Prof, Darwin, 
Prof. Humphry, Prof. Newton, and others. 

It has been recommended by the Special Board for History 
and Archaeology that a separate Board be created for Archaeology, 
distinct from that of History, This has been concurred in by 
the General Board of Studies. p 

The Botanic Garden Syndicate have reported many improve* 
ments in the collections of trees, of rock vegetation, and in the 
Plant Houses, The largest specimens in the Palm House have 
been safely lowered to about %\ feet below the gronnd level. All 
the genera of carnivorous plants in cultivation and most of the 
epectes art now in the collection. Vttis gongyledes has been 
-flowered for the first time in this country. The Curator, Mr, 
-Lynch, was deputed to visit the Botanic Gardens at Dublin, 


Manchester, and Liverpool* and batata visited Cbotewosih frith 
the result that much valuable information has been Obtained in 
all departments of management and cultivation, and many im¬ 
portant exchanges have Men made. 

The Adams Prize, for a general investigation of the oettai 
upon each other of two closed vortices In a perfect, incompressible 
fluid, has been awarded to Mr. J, J. Thomson, M.A., Fellow of 
Trinity College. 

Messrs. W, H. Besant and E. J, Rcrath are the first to be 
notified as ** approved by the general Board of Studies for the 
Degree of Doctor in Science. 

Candidates for the Professorships of Physiology and Anatomy 
are requested to send their names to the Vice-Chancellor on or 
before June 7. 

The Institute of Agriculture, South Kensington, frill give an 
extended series of lectures next winter, beginning on October I. 
The following courses are arranged fort—Mr. Bernard Dyer, 
Chemistry in Relation to the Soil j Mr. F. Cheshire, Practical 
Course on the Use of the Microscope {these two course* to be 
delivered in the Lecture Theatre of the Museum of Geology, 
ermyn Street). The next series will lie given in the Lecture 
<oom of the Natural History Museum, South Kensington: Mr. 
Bctlany, Vegetable Phyriology; Mr. Worthington Smith, 
Diseases of Farm Crops; Prof. J, W. Axe, Animal Physiology 
in Relation to Farm Stock ; Miss E. A. Ormerod, Farm lu-ects; 
Mr. W. Topley, Geology and Physical Geography in Relation 
to Agriculture. The remaining courses will be given in the 
Lecture *Theatre of the South Kensington Museum : Prof. Tuson, 
the Chemistry of the Food of Farm Stock ; Prof. Buck man, 
Farm Seed* ; Prof. Tanner, Agriculture; Mr. R, Holland, 
Management of Grass Land ; Mr. Gilbert Murray, Breeding and 
Management of Horses; Mr. VV. Housman, Cattle; Mr. H. 
Woods, and Mr. J. A. Clarke, Sheep; Prof. J. W. Axe, 
Preventable Diseases of Farm Stock ; Farm Implements and 
Machinery, Mr. W. R. Buuvficld and Mr, W. W. Beaumont. 
A distinct course of lectures will be given on Poultry, Dairy, 
and Bee Management. The arrangements made enable students 
to give their undivided attention to one subject at a time, two 
lectures being given daily till the subject is completed. The fees 
being at the rate of half a guinea for each week's course of ten 
lectures, and any student being allowed to attend a single course, 
the greatest facility exists for persons choosing f heir work accord¬ 
ing to their needs or convenience. Thus it is believed, after the 
success of the tentative courses of the past winter, that many 
sons of tenant farmers will find this a most valuable and available 
mode of acquiring an agricultural education. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

The American Naturalist for March, 1883, contains:—On 
the extinct dogs of North 'America, by E. D. Cope.—On the 
plains of Michigan, by V. M. Spalding.—Organic physics, by 
Charles Morris.—Indtatt music, by E. A. Barber.—On the 
occurrence of fossiliferous strata in the lower Poncnt (Catskill) 
group of Middle Pennsylvania, by E. W, CJaypole,— Pitcher 
plants, by Joseph F. James. 

April, 1833, contains The Naturalist Brazilian Expedition* 
No. r, from Rio de Janeiro to Porto Alegre, by H. S. Smith.— 
Unnatural attachments among animals, by J. D. Cafcon.—But¬ 
terfly hunting in the desert, by W. G. Wright—The extinct 
Rodentia of North America, by E. D. Cope.—Hetero.enetic 
development in Diapromu.s, by C. L, Herrick,*—A study of the 
immature plumage of the North American shrikes.to show their 
descent from a common progenitor, by Thou. H. Streets. 

May, 1883, contains^.—Wampum and its history, byE. Inger- 
soil.—The Naturalist Brazilian Expedition, No. 2, by H. 5 . 
Smiih.—The Polar organisation of animals, by C. Morris. 
the classification of m^ths, by A. R. Grote,—Heterogenetic 
development Of Diaptomus, by C L. Herrick.—On the mpt* 
phology of arteries, especially those of the limbs, by F, Baker. 
—The hairy woodpecker, by A, G. Van Aken. 

Archive* Miennes de tome ih fuse. 2, November 30* 

1882, contains among the original articles the following 1—Cha 
the minute anatomy of the muscles which move the wings of 
insects, by G. V. Ciaccio.—On the structure of striated muscular 
fibre In some vertebrates.—On the development aodthemnrtiho* 
logy of the kidney of osseous fish* by C, Emery.—UU the frb* 
stance preventing the Ooegufodau of *be blood and lymph wfcttyt- 
tbese contain peptone, by Jules Fano*-^On 
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organism* found in ordinary mi malarias earth*, by A. CecL— 
Transfusion of blood and its effects on nutrition, by P. Alberto ni. 
—On the pathological anatomy of the cornea in the glaucomatous 
eye, by F. Tartufiri,—On the presence of a cordon or slip on 
die Uncus of the Hippocampus in the brain of man and some 
other animals, by C Giacominl.—On the chemical composition 
of the egg and its envelope in the common frog {Rana tern- 
porandboy P* Giacosa.—Anatomical considerations of the 
doctrine of cerebral localisations, by C. Golgi. 

Tome H. fosc. 3, February i, 1883, contains anatomical con* 
siderations of the doctrine of cerebral localisations, by C. Golgi 
(continuedOn compensative hypertrophy of the kidney, 
by C. Golgi,—^Experimental studies on hypnotism, by A. 
Tamburmi and G. Seppili.—The origin of the mesoderm and 
its relations to the vitellus, by G. Romiti.—On the anatomy of 
a foetal Otaria (O.jubata), by L. Camerano.—On the physiology 
of smooth muscular tissue, by A. CappaTclli*—On the physio¬ 
logical action of certain substances on the vesical muscles, by P, 
Pellacani.—-On the anemia of miners from a parasitological 
point of view, liyE. Perroncito.—On the change in form of uric 
acid by the action of glycerine, by J. Colastuiri.—On Ptomaines, 
by J. Guareschi and A. Massa,—On some eudopararitic Protista, 
by Dr. Grass). 

Tome iii, fasc. i., April 15, 1883, contains:—On the sanitary 
improvement of the Roman Campagna, by C. Tommari* 
C'rudeli.—On the anemia of miners (conclusion), by E. Perron- 
cito.—On some endopanvsitic Protista (conclusion), by Or. 
Grass! —On the presence of a secretive tissue in vertebrates, by 
C. Emery.—On vibratile endothelium in mammals, by J, 
Paladino.—On the attenuation of charbon virus, and on its 
transmission from mother to foetus, by E. Perroncito.—On 
the acoustic epithelium, by A. Tafani.—On the termination of 
nerves in the striated muscles of torpedo, by J. V. Ciaccio.—The 
general physiology of smooth muscular tissue, by E. Sertoli.— 
On a new morphological element of the blood, and its import* 
ana© in thrombosis and coagulation, by J. Rizzozero.—New 
studies of the chestnut disease, known as the ink disease, by 
J. Gibelli. 

, The Bulletin de IAcadltnie Royale des Sciences, des Retires, 
et des Beaux-Arts for 1883, part i., contains papers by F. 
Henrijean, on the part played by alcohol in nutrition ; by MM. 
Valerius and Van der Mensbrugghe, on M. Delaurier’s observa¬ 
tions on the concentration of solar rays and the transformation 
of electricity into heat ; by W. Spring, on the colour of marine, 
lacustrine, and fluvial waters; by C. he Paijje, on the homo- 
graphy of the third orderin algebra; by Baron Northomb, on the 
political relations of the Netherlands during the seventeenth 
century. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

London 

Royal Society, February 1 .— 44 On 'the Affinities of Thyla- 
coleo. By Prof. Owen, C.B., F.R.S., Ac. 

Since the communication of the paper 44 On Thylacoleo," in 
the Philosophical Transactions for 1871, further explorations of 
the caves and breccia-fissures in Wellington Valley, New South 
Wales, have been made, by a grant for that purpose from the 
Legislature of the Colony, and carried out by E. B. Ramsay, 
F.L.S., Curator of the Museum of Natural History, Sydney, 
The present paper treats of the fossils contributing to the farther 
restoration of the great carnivorous Marsupial ( Tkylacolco 
tamifix, Ow.) They exemplify the entire dentition in situ of 
the upper and lower jaws of a mature individual; the bones of 
the forelimb, of which those of the antibrachium and the ungual 
phalanges are described, are compared with those of other Mar* 
and . of placental, especially feline, Carnivora. An 
lower jaw With the articular condyta adds to the grounds 
far determination of the habits and affinities of the extinct 
Marsupial, 

Figures of these fossils of the natural sice accompany the 
I*pcr, 

Geological Society, May 9*—J, W, Hulke, F.R.S., pre¬ 
heat* fame chair.—Ret. ’WUUam Spiers and H. A, Williams 
w«fa ftfacted Fellows of the Sorfety,—The fallowing communl- 
csUonswere msd t—-The age of the hewer gnome rooks of the 
by Mr. C. Callaway, fc.&c., F.G.S., with 
jetoi on the lithology or the specimens Collected, by Prof, T. G. 
Bouncy, F.R.S; The object of the author wn* to prove that the 
ecctem gneiss of the Northern Highlands, usually regarded as 


of 4 4 Lower Silurian“ age, was to be placed fa the Archman. 
While admitting that this gneiss frequently overlies the quart*)* 
dolomitic group of Emboli and Assynt, be held that this rela¬ 
tion was due to dislocation accompanied by powerful thm«t from 
the east, which had squeezed both formations into a series of 
folds, thrown over towards the west, so as to cause a general 
easterly dip. In Assynt the 4 4 Upper Quartrite" was first 
discussed. The author described several sections which he con¬ 
sidered to prove that this hand was the ordinary quartzite 
repeated east of a great fault, which brought up the Hebridean; 
in one place, Glen Coul, the quartzite being conformably suc¬ 
ceeded by the brown flags and dolomite. The 44 igneoas rocks " 
of Nicol (“Logan Rock" of Dr. Heddle) were regarded as the 
old gneiss brought up by a fault and thrown over on to the 
Assynt group to the maximum breadth of more than a mile. 
The “Upper Limestone” of authors was described as either 
outliers of the dolomite or a part of the Caledonian series. The 
“ Caledonian" rocks were seen in Glen Coul to be immediately 
overlying the Hetmdean, the Assynt group being caught in the 
angle between the two gneisses, and bent back in overthrown folds. 
The mountain groups of Assynt were described as usually 
consisting of cores of Hebridean gneiss swathed in or capped by 
sheets oi quartzite. In the former case the quartzite on the 
western slopes was contorted into overthrown folds by the 
thru>t from the east. In the I.ocb Emboli district, the “gra- 
nulitc"of Nicol was considered to be a lower division of the 
Caledonian gneiss, though hearing some resemblances to the 
Hebridean. In other respectB the views of Nicol were regarded 
as substantially correct. Along the entire length of‘ l^ocb 
Emboli, a distance of about twelve miles, the thrust from the 
east had bent back the Assynt group into overthrown folds, and 
pushed the Caledonian gneiss on the top of the inverted 
quartzite. This had produced the appearance of an “upper" 
quartzite passing “conformably" below the eastern gneiss. 
The superior annquity of the Caledonian was confirmed by the 
occurrence of outliers of quartzite upon the Arnaboll (Lower 
Caledonian) series, and by the fact that the granite, which sent 
numbeiless veins into the gneiss, never penetrated the quartzite 
and associated rocks.—On a group of minerals from Lilleshall, 
Salop, by C. J. Woodward, B.Sc., F.G.S.—Fossil Chilosto- 
matous Bryozoa from Muddy Creek, Victoria, by A. W. Waters, 
F.G.S. 

Chemical Society, May 17.—Dr. W. H. Perkin, president, 
in the chair.—Capt. W. de W, Abney, F.R.S., delivered e 
lecture on photographic action studied spectroscopically. The 
lecturer said he wished that all chemists were photographers ; 
photography occupied the borderland between chemistry and 
physics ; be was firmly convinced that photographic action was 
interatomic. The action of a developer was then experimentally 
illustrated; this action is physical. Light causes the liberation 
of iodine in a film of silver iodide, and the developer precipi¬ 
tates metallic silver. The silver so reduced is infinitesimal, ant! 
must be in many cases derived from the film. The positive pole 
of the electric arc was found to be the best source of light. 
Gratings could not be used for quantitative work, as they varied 
so much in their ruling; a glass prism was therefore used to form 
the spectrum. A film of silver chloride absorbs only the violet 
end of the spectrum; silver iodide absorbs more, and the 
bromide most of all; accordingly when a photograph of the 
spectrum was taken on these three films it was seen that the 
portion of the chloride acted upon was very much less than 
when bromide of silver was used. It was shown that a senii- 
riser essentially takes up the halogen liberated by the action of 
light. One salt of silver may act as a senai riser to another salt 
of silver. Photographic action is completely prevented by 
the presence of oxidisert, as bichromate, Ac. Reverse photo¬ 
graphs were discussed, and the action of sodium sulphite in 
preventing the evil effects of over exposure. The peculiar green 
condition of silver bromide which is sensitive to ultra-red rays 
wss explained. In conclusion the lecturer said that his principal 
object was to warn chemists of some of the numerous pitfalls 
which they might encounter in scientific photography. 

Meteorological Society, May 16.—Mr. T. K. Laughton, 
F.R,A*S„ president, in the dhalr.-—F, A. Bellamy, T. A. 
Mercer, Rev, H, L Poole, and A. Wise, M.D., were elected 
Fellows of the Society* The following papers were read :— 
Composite portraiture adapted to the reduction of meteorol tgical 
attd Other aJmftar obfareutiotts, by G> M. Whipple, 

F.R. A.S. It lifts often been remarked that one of the main, if 
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« ot the chief, of the difficulties the meteorologist has to contend 
with, is the enormous amount of preliminary labour which has 
to be expended in the not venr pleasing task of forming the 
observations he may wish to* discuss into tables, casting the 
columns of figures so obtained, and then computing the means. 
With the view of arriving at results by a shorter cut, the author 
has been led to consider the possibility of employing a method, 
suggested by a consideration of the highly ingenious system of 
composite portraiture, invented by Mr, Francis Gallon, F.R.S,, 
and utilised in hts anthropological studies.—Note on atmospheric, 
pressure during the fall of rain, by H. Sowerby Wallis, F.M.S. 
The author discusses the condition of atmospheric pressure while 
min was falling, during 1882, and finds that, out of a total of 
136 rainy days (which were available for his purpose), on 54 
per cent the rain was accompanied by diminishing pressure# on 
27 per cent, by increasing pressure, and on 19 per cent, by 
steady pressure.—New method of reading a thermometer and 
hygrometer ftt a distance by means of electricity, by Arthur W, 
Water?!, F.G.8.— An integrating anemometer, liy W. F. Stanley, 
F.M.S.—Observations on the force of the wind at sea, by 
D.W. Barker, F.M.S.—Meteorological observations at Zanzibar, 
east coast of Africa, during 1880 and 1881, by Surgeon-Major 
C. T. Peters, M. 15 .—Diurnal rainfall at Bangkok, Siam, by 
Capt. G. II. Inskip, F.R.G.S. 

Bjkkmn 

Physiological Society, April 2 7.—Dr. Mendel read a paper on 
the anatomy of the corpus striatum and lenticular nucleus. The 
older v ew, which was supported by the valuable anatomical re- 
i-earches of Prof. Meynert, was that the relation of the corona 
of radiating fibres above the lateral ventricle (“Stakkranz 1 ') 
to the lenticular nucleus and corpus striatum consisted in this, that 
in it ran bundles of nerve-fibres, which arise fiom the brain 
cortex and end in the large ganglia, whereas Dr. Wernicke 
three years ago propounded the view that a connection did not 
exist between the brain cortex and the corpus striatum and 
lenticular nucleus, but that these latter were bodies of the same 
range as the cortex. Dr, Mendel has for some years post studied 
the anatomy of these parts of the brain very attentively, and has 
been brought back to the older view by a series of sections (of 
the brain) of dogs, monkeys, and men, which series he hud 
before the Society. lie found not only the bundles of out- 
streaming fibres, which alone were acknowledged to exist by Dr. 
Wernicke, but also a larger number of in-streaming bundles of 
fibres which show the connection of these brain-nuclei to the 
•cortex, In the discussion Dr. Wernicke stated that he was not 
convinced by the paper or preparations of the correctness of 
the view propounded by Dr. Mendel, whereas Prof. Monk 
believed that his not-yet-completed physiological experiments 
afford grounds for Dr. Mendel’s view. 

Physical Society, May 4.— Prof. Hauck laid before the 
Society a model of a mechanical apparatus which solves the 
problem of combining drawings and photograms, which arc 
•drawn in two planes into a combination figure in the third 
plane. Prof. Hauck then explained the principle of the appa¬ 
ratus, and pointed out by means of geometrical figures the con¬ 
ditions which must be fulfilled in order to project any given 
points of two planes in common points of a third plane. He 
then proceeded to the complicated problem of bringing point* of 
three planes, which meet in a corner, to a common projection, 
and applied these figures to the special cose of projecting the 
perspective drawing of a building from its ground-plan and ele¬ 
vation. The model was calculated and arranged for this case, 
but the apparatus, in which the motion* are produced by means 
of polished lineals, each running; upon two pin*, can hi put to 
'manifold uses in physical space investigations. 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, May 14.—M, Blanchard, president, 
in the chair.—The following papers were read : —On the pyro¬ 
electricity of quartz, by C. Friedel and J. Curie, second part— 
On the cultivation of the cacao plant, with an analysis of the 
constituent dements of the cacao and chocolate berries, which 
were shown So contain in various proportions albumen, legumine, 
phosphates, fiat, starch, sugar, theobromine, besides the mate¬ 
rials entering into the formation of bone. —On the action of birds 
in flight studied by means of photography, with figures showing 
the successive positions of a pigeon os the wing at intervals m 
one-ninth and one-eighth of a second, and a closed curve repre¬ 
senting the trajectory of the tip of the wing obtained by means 


of a special contrivance, by M. Marey«—-On a double sulphate 
of iridium and potassium, by M. Lecoq de Boisbaudree*-—On 
the diminution or virulence in carbon b&cterides and their spares 
under the influence of antiseptic: substances, by MM. Chamber- 
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WIEDEMANN'S “ ELECTRICITY ” 

DU Lehre von dcr Electricitat. Von Gustav Wiedemann. 

Vol. I., pp. xi. and 795 (1882); Vol. II., pp. vii. and 

1002(1883). (Braunschweig: Vieweg.) 

OR more than twenty years Prof. Wiedemann’s 
“ Lehre vom Galvanismus und Elektromagnetismus,” 
first published in 186r, has been recognised without ques¬ 
tion as the leading authority and great storehouse of facts 
on the branch of science of which it treats. It is a prac¬ 
tically exhaustive treatise, and each of the two editions 
(second edition, 1872 to 1874) marks with wonderful 
accuracy the high-water mark of knowledge of its subject 
up to the date of publication. It is safe to assume that 
any fact that is not to be found recorded in its pages had 
not been discovered, or at least had not been published, 
up to the date of completion of whichever edition is 
examined. The fulness and accuracy of the references 
to original authorities give to Prof. Wiedemanns book a 
unique value also as a classified index to the literature of 
galvanic electricity and electromagnetism. 

The work which forms the subject of this notice, is in 
one sense a third edition of the “ Lehre vom Galvanismus.” 
It appears however under a new title, and is in fact to a 
great extent a new book. It is characteristic of the 
direction taken by the advance of electrical science 
during the last twenty years that, while Prof. Wiedemann 
found it practicable to confine himself in his first and 
second editions almost exclusively to the phenomena of 
current electricity and of magnetism, he has found it 
advisable in the present edition to enlarge the scope of 
his work so as to make it include the whole range of elec¬ 
trical science. It is true that the second edition contains 
an important chapter devoted to the discussion of a 
phenomenon that has usually been considered in connec¬ 
tion with statical electricity, namely, the disruptive dis¬ 
charge in gases of different densities ; but this is almost 
the only part of the book in which the considerations that 
have to be dealt with in treating of electrostatics occupy 
a prominent place. It is however becoming less and less 
possible to treat satisfactorily of one branch of electricity 
apart from the remainder. The terms frictional elec¬ 
tricity and galvanic electricity have evidently an historical 
rather than a scientific origin. They do not refer to any 
logical classification of phenomena, but to two among the 
many processes by which electrical effects can be origin¬ 
ated. It is not even by any means certain that electri¬ 
fication by friction is fundamentally a distinct phenomenon 
from electrification by contact as this occurs in a gal¬ 
vanic cell; on the contrary, various recent investigations 
tend to show that these actions are essentially similar, 
and that the friction which takes place in one case is of 
the nature of an accidental accompaniment. As a matter 
of fact, however, an electrical machine acting by friction 
serves (or at least did so until recently) as the readiest 
means of producing one large class of electrical pheno- 
oftena; while a galvanic or voltaic battery serves (or at 
least did so until recently) as the readiest means of pro¬ 
ducing another large class of phenomena. Thus the 
division of electrical science for the purposes of study 
Vol, xxviu.— No. 710 


into frictional electricity and galvanic electricity originated 
in considerations of experimental convenience rather than 
in any strictly scientific distinction. So far as such a 
distinction can be drawn between these two branches, it 
may be said that the former includes the study of all 
those phenomena in which difference of potentials is the 
most characteristic factor ; while the latter includes the 
study of phenomena characterised by the transfer of 
electricity. As examined by the instruments in use five- 
and-twenty years ago, the effects produced by the elec¬ 
trical machine seemed distinct enough from those due to 
the galvanic battery—indeed the difficulty rather was to 
establish their mutual connections; but with the galvano¬ 
meters and electrometers that are now—thanks to Sir 
William Thomson—in the hands of every electrician, 
nothing is easier than to measure the current of an elec¬ 
trical machine or the difference of potentials of a galvanic 
cell. Moreover the recent rapid development of methods 
of converting mechanical into electrical energy, through 
the agency of magneto-electric induction, has made us 
familiar with the production of currents of great strength 
associated with great differences of potential. It is, how¬ 
ever, not only the introduction of new instruments and 
apparatus, and the increased power over electrical pheno¬ 
mena that modern experimentalists have thereby acquired, 
that make it less possible now than formerly to treat of 
the laws of electric currents without reference to the prin¬ 
ciples of electrostatics. The conception that the imme¬ 
diate cause of the phenomena exhibited in either an 
electric or a magnetic field has its seat, not in electrified 
conductors, or in magnets or conducting wires, but in an 
impalpable medium existing throughout space, has com¬ 
pletely shifted the scientific point of view as regards 
electrical effects. What is now demanded of electrical 
theory is an explanation of the conditions of the medium 
which are perceptible by us as the properties of an electric 
or magnetic field. The wider problem of the constitution 
of the electric medium, whether identical or not with the 
luminiferous ether, embraces in itself the phenomena of 
electrostatics, of electric currents, and of magnetism 

There was thus every reason to wish that Prof. Wiede¬ 
mann might be able to treat electrical science as a whole 
in the same complete way in which he had previously 
treated the portions included within the scope of his 
previous book. This is what he has now undertaken and 
in great part accomplished. The task is an enormous 
one, and probably, to any one except the man who has 
set himself to it, would have seemed overwhelming. 
Prof. Wiedemann’s industry and care, however, never 
seem to fail before any mass of descriptive detail or 
complex mathematical discussion, and students of physics 
may therefore be congratulated upon the near prospect 
of having from his pen a complete treatise on electricity. 

The first of the two volumes already published begins 
with a section on the General Properties of Electricity, 
including an historical sketch of early observations, the 
development of electricity by friction, &c., electrostatic 
attraction and repulsion, distribution on conductors, and 
a description of the various form s of electroscopes and 
electrometers. Then follows a section on the develop¬ 
ment of electricity by contact of heterogeneous bodies; 
next Ohm’s law and its applications, the measurement of 
electrical resistance and of electromotive force, and a 
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description of various galvanic elements. These subjects 
occupy the first volume, consisting of close on 800 pages. 
The second volume begins with the electrical properties 
of dielectrics. The section devoted to this subject is 
erhaps the most interesting in the volume : it contains 
the mathematical theory of the behaviour of dielectrics, 
the experimental investigation of specific inductive capa¬ 
city, the detailed study of electrical machines acting by 
friction and by induction, together with various allied 
matters. Next come thermoelectricity, pyroelectricity, 
and the thermal effects of the discharge of accumulated 
electricity and of continuous electric currents. After this 
follows the section devoted to electrochemical action : 
this occupies about five hundred pages, and concludes 
with a chapter on the theory of electrification by contact, 
which completes the volume. It is intended that the 
whole work should be finished in four volumes, and the 
manuscript of the two that still remain to be published is 
for the most part ready. 

Prof. Wiedemann's great work has been so long known 
to physicists that it is needless for us to dwell upon its 
special qualities farther than to say that it fully retains in 
its new form all its old characteristics. It is true that it 
lacks the originality and unity of treatment of Clerk 
Maxwell's “ Electricity and Magnetism,” probably the 
most original systematic treatise on any great branch of 
physics that was ever written. Nor does it equal in the 
clearness and elegance of its mathematical discussions 
the treatise of Mascart and louhert, a work which, while 
nqt laying claim 10 originality in respect of matter, ex¬ 
hibits in a remarkable degree eonsecutiveness and lucidity 
of exposition. Prof. Wiedemann’s plan precludes his 
attaining to these particular excellences in an equal 
degree. Some sacrifice of unity and conseuitiveness is 
inevitable in a work which aims not only at giving a 
complete account of what is known respecting a great 
branch of science, but also at showing what each author 
has contributed to the stock of knowledge and how he 
his presented it. From this point of view Prof. Wiede¬ 
mann’s book is without a rival in any language, and is 
indeed unapproached by any other work. G. C. F. 


FLORA OF HAMPSHIRE 

Flora of Hampshire, including the hie of Wight , or a 
List of the flowering Plants and Ferns found in ike 
County of Southampton , with Localities of the Less 
Common Species. By Frederick Townsend, M.A., 
F.L.S., &c. Illustrated with Two Plates and a Map. 
(London : L. Reeve and Co., 1883.) 


W E have here an important addition to the already 
large class of English local floras. To the 
general botanist, as to people who have made no study of 
botany, it would seem that the plants of so comparatively 
.small a region as the British Islands must have been 
catalogued long since, and that there is little to be done 
in that direction which is worth* doing. It certainly is 
remarkable that, besides facts connected with geographical 
distribution, which a more minute knowledge of the 
plants of a country must bring to light, there are actually 
new plants to be found—new, that is to say, not only to 
Britain, but to science. A Pondweed {Potamogeton 


Griffithii ), new to science, has recently been described 
and figured by Mr. Arthur Bennett in the Journal of 
Botany , from specimens brought from a mountain lake in 
North Wales—the only place in the world where it is 
known to occur. Not that this is the only specie# 
peculiar to these islands. To take one example, there 
is a species of Centaury {Erythrcea latifotia ), 3 which has 
never been found anywhere in the world but on the 
Lancastrian sandhills ; and there it is not known to have 
been seen more recently than 1865, if then. In Mr. 
Townsend’s county, a Spearwort {Ranunculus op/nog las si- 
folius ), not hitherto found nearer these shores than 
Jersey, has been detected so lately as to appear only on 
the very last page of the book ; Spartina Townsendi is 
another case in point; and another example of a plant 
having been long overlooked, and of which the distribu¬ 
tion has quite recently been much extended, will be found 
in Arum italicum , which was detected in the Isle of Wight 
in 1S54, and was afterwards found in West Cornwall and 
Sussex ; this was recorded for Dorset last year, and its 
range has been extended during the present year to Kent 
(Folkestone). The volume now before us supplies a good 
illustration of the way in whirh novelties may turn up in 
the best known districts. Probably if there is one part 
of England which has been more thoroughly botanised 
than another it is the Isle of Wight; yet it was here, and 
in one of the best known parts — the Downs at Fresh¬ 
water—that Mr. Townsend first distinguished in 1879 an 
Etythnra ( E. cap it at a. var. splurroccphala. ), which is, as 
he says, “a peculiarly interesting addition to the British 
flora. It is," he continues, “a well marked species, and 
is not known now to occur anywhere else in the world 
but in the Isle of Wight and m Sussex. The other form 
of it was found some fifty years ago somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of Berlin (the exact locality not being 
known), and though sought for diligently, it has never 
been found again.” 

It will doubtless seem strange to some to learn that a 
volume of more than 500 closely-printed pages can be 
occupied by an enumeration of the plants of one English 
county, especially when it is considered that the pages 
devoted to descriptions of species are very few. An in¬ 
teresting and instructive article might be written in which 
the history and development of the local flora should be 
traced, To undertake such is, however, not our present 
purpose ; but we may note one or two of the more striking 
features of these later contributions to local botany, of 
which the u Flora of Hampshire ” is the most recent. On* 
thing to be noticed is their historical nature. Messrs. 
Trimen and Dyer, in their “ Flora of Middlesex ” (1869), 
were the first to develop this aspect of the work : their 
method of quoting the first authority for the occurrence 
of the species as a Middlesex plant has been foliotved by 
subsequent writers, and they also did good service by 
quoting the synonymy of the older (and pre-Linneap) 
authors—a work which has been very useful to their suc¬ 
cessors, When it is considered that a book of this kind 
is mainly undertaken by persons interested in the history 
of some particular locality, it seems natural that what has 
been called the antiquarian side of botany should he 
represented, although there are those who consider that 

J Th* pitot so named in Continental fl vat» certainly Ott the atom jtft 
that of the Lancashire sandhill*. 7 * 
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this line of action directs attention to persons rather than 
plants, and is thus out of place. 

Another point to which much more attention is given 
now than was formerly the case is the division of a 
county into districts. Messrs. Webb and Coleman, in 
the t( Flora Hertfordiensis 99 (1849), planned their divisions 
with reference to the river drainage ; and this has been 
carried out in the best floras of later times. If it were 
generally adopted, and if our list of county floras were 
complete, we should arrive at a much greater knowledge 
of plant distribution than we have at present. The arbi¬ 
trary boundaries of counties would give way to the natural 
divisions afforded by the various river-basins, and one 
county flora would fit into another, and form a harmonious 
whole. This subject has lately been worked out by Mr. 
Boulger in a careful paper “ On the Origin and Distribu¬ 
tion of the British Flora,’* published in the Transactions 
of the Essex Field Club. No one who has not tried it 
would suspect how greatly the floras of contiguous river- 
basins will be found to differ from each other. 

It is time, however, to speak of Mr. Townsend’s im¬ 
portant contribution to our knowledge of local botany. 
As is well known, the work has occupied him during a 
large number of years : it has, we regret to say, been 
retarded by the ill-health of its author, or it would have 
been published two years since ; but Mr. Townsend tells 
us that the delay has enabled him to improve the book in 
various details. The county is divided into twelve dis¬ 
tricts, two of which are in the Isle of Wight, A small 
but extremely clear and useful map showing the bound¬ 
aries of these is given. The usual lists of books quoted 
and herbaria consulted are followed by a short sketch of 
the plan of the flora. The distribution of each species 
through the districts and subdistricts is then worked out 
at length. We confess to feeling some disappointment 
at the comparative fewness of the critical notes upon 
species. Mr. Townsend’s extensive knowledge of British 
plants, especially in their relations to the Continental 
flora, had led us to expect that we should have had a 
good deal of additional light thrown upon some of our' 
critical forms ; but this, although not altogether wanting, 
occupies but a small portion of the volume. Mr. Town¬ 
send’s notes are for the most part in the appendix—an 
arrangement which seems to us open to various objec¬ 
tions, not the least being the fact that these notes and 
descriptions are often not mentioned in the index. Two 
or three varieties are described and named for the first 
time in these pages; and occasionally a specific name 
new to the British flora makes its appearance, as in the 
case of Glyceria declinata of Brdbisson, with which Mr. 
Townsend identifies a plant which he had previously 
considered a dwarf variety of G. pliaiia. 

One or two points seem to us open to criticism- “ First 
record M in books of this kind is usually taken to mean 
firtt record in print; but this is not Mr. Townsend's view 
of the phrase. Thus under Cmiauna cymus we find, 
** First record: Herb. Reeves, 1837 P It does not seem 
to us that the existence of a specimen in a private her¬ 
barium can be considered a record of its occurrence 
fax the ordinary acceptation of the term. Sometimes we 
do not quite understand the author’s meaning, as when 
he marks the curious and interesting Spartina Tovmstndi 
m '*■cCTtamly introduced,” although it has as yet been 


found nowhere else in the world. Equally puzzling is 
this sentence as to the specific rank of the same grass : 
c< I believe this plant must take the rank of a sub-species; 
the characters which separate it from S, stricta being so 
important and distinctly marked. It is easily distin¬ 
guished from S '. alternifloraf This being so, surely it 
should be ranked as a full species? Mr. Townsend 
admits Anthoxanthum Puelii as indigenous, but its fre¬ 
quent substitution for A. odoratum by seed merchants 
throws much doubt upon its nativity: this plant, first 
found in Hampshire in 1874, had been collected in 
Cheshire two yesrs previously, but Mr.Townsend cites the 
last-named county as one of those in which it u has since 
been found.” We can, from observation of the two plants 
in several counties, confirm the statement of Mr. Pryor, 
which is doubted by Mr. Townsend, that Viola Reickcn - 
bachiana flowers about a fortnight earlier than the allied 
V Riviniana. Some plants are included as natives of 
Hampshire on what seems to us insufficient evidence ; 
Silene noettflora is one of these, and Orchis hirctna 
another. This latter, we do not hesitate to say, requires 
much confirmatory evidence before it can be accepted as 
a Hants plant; its occurrence rests solely on a manu¬ 
script note of the late Mr. Reeks, who stated that speci¬ 
mens had been found by a Mr. Lockart at St. Mary 
Bourne about 1866. The number of misprints is very 
considerable. 

Such criticisms as these—and they might easily be ex- 
tended—do not, however, prevent the “Flora of Hamp¬ 
shire’’ from taking a foremost rank among works of its 
class. A little more attention to uniformity would have 
improved the book, and, as we have shown, there is room 
for difference of opinion upon many of the points raised ; 
but British botanists will be grateful to Mr. Townsend 
for giving them a handbook to the flora of one of the 
most interesting and beautiful of our English Counties. 

James Britten 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return , 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts , 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications, 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible . The pressure on his space is so groat 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novelfacts,] 

On Real and Pseudo-Reversals of Metallic Lines 

I am much indebted to the courtesy of Prof. Liveing for a 
copy of a paper extracted from the Proceedings of the Cambridge 
Philosophical Society , vol. iv. part 5, p, 256, on the circum¬ 
stances producing the reversal of spectral lines of metals, by 
Professors Liveing and Dewar. In this communication the 
following paragraph occurs M Prof. Hartley has lately [Proc, 
Roy, Soc , xxxiv. p. 84) called attention to pseudo-reversals of 
this class, which may be produced in the c^ae of a strong line 
by over-exposure. It is well known that over exposure (solar- 
isation, a* we used to call it formerly} produces such an altera¬ 
tion in the sensitive preparation of the photographic plate that 
the over-exposed parts cease to be developable, so that a very 
strong line may appear white in the negative where it ought to 
be black, but with » dark bolder, and so give the appearance of 
a reversed line. Prof. Hartley finds it difficult to distinguish 
real reversal* of the class we are now discussing from these 
pseudo-reversals* His difficulty has not occurred to us, first, 
because we have always been in tbp habit of taking photographs 
hi series with varying exposure, in Order to get impressions both 
of the feeble lines in some and of strong Tines In others; and 
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secondly, because we almost always close part of the slit of the 
spectroscope w ith a shutter, so that the image is cut off sharply 
by the shadow of the shutter. Strong lines extend into the 
shadow in«re or less, and if there is a real reversal the extension 
of the reversed part into the shadow is trumpet shaped, whereas 
if it ia only a pseudo-reversal it ia closed.” 

I beg to be allowed to call attention to one or Lwo points in 
the above quotation which I imagine may lead to a mu concep¬ 
tion of the phenomena observed, and of my remarks thereon. 

First, as regards over-exposure, it is assumed that solarisation 
ia an equivalent for this expresrion. This is the case only when 
speaking of the cause, but the word has been used by pho¬ 
tographers for many years to describe the effect of over-exposure. 

In all collodion processes, wet or dry, this effect is an undue 
intensity of the hign lights and an overpowering of the interme¬ 
diate tints and delicate shadows adjoining them. This appears to 
be due to the fact that from the intensity of the light not only the 
direct rays, but those reflected fiom the back of the glass plate, 
or even tho*-e which ate scattered, have sufficient power to act 
upon the sensitive film. In photographs of spectra this U seen 
in the nimbns or lmlo surrounding the strongest metallic lines, 
which disguises their form, It is well illustrated by my photo¬ 
graphs of the magnesium, cadmium, and othtr spectra, published 
m the Journal of (he Chemical Society , vol. xli., Transactions, 
1882, p. 90, 

Although I have worked with dry platts of almost every 
description, and with some modifications prepared by myself 
which have never been described, I do not recollect having 
observed that over-ex poiuie causes any other effect than a too 
dense deposit of silver, excepting when the vehicle for the sensi¬ 
tive salt is a film of gelatine. As far as my experience goes, it 
is a property peculiar to gelatine plates, that with such extreme 
facility they are incapable of development after too strong an 
actirnof light, and 1 carefully avoided the term solarisation, 
since it has been used to deset ibe an effect so different from that 
to which I desired to call attention. 

Secondly, with regard to difficulty in distinguishing reversals, 
the sentence above does not exactly represent my experience, 
and I think it may be seen by those who read my communica¬ 
tion, that any want of distinction lietween real and pseudo- 
reversals had reference only to photographs which had been 
already taken with a fixed period of exposure, and that I advo¬ 
cated a method of comparative exposures as neces-ary in the 
study of spectra. It appears that this is one of the means where¬ 
by Professors Liveing and Dewar are able to draw distinctions 
between real and pseudo-reversals. The second method, namely, 
the lire of a shutter, is extremely useful in observations on arc 
spectra, which have been so completely studied by them. 1 have 
been studying spark-spectra exclusively, and have not been 
giving special attention to reversals, in fact, endeavouring as far as 
possible to avoid them. The use of a shutter does not commend 
itself to me, since it would cut off a highly characteristic feature 
in spark-spectra which it is desirable to observe, namely, the 
extension of the lines, but I may here mention that a speck of 
dust on the slit, or a fine wire stretched across it, will answ er 
the same purpose as a shutter, without obscuring any consider¬ 
able portion of the spark, and may be conveniently employed. 
And now permit ire to add one word : the same alteration in 
the intensity of the spark which results in real reversals also 
frequently causes pseudo-reversals. Sometimes rimplv a turn of 
the screw attached to the spring of the contact-breaker on the 
induct ion-coil is sufficient to effect this change. 

W, N. Hartley 

Royal College of Science, Dahlia, May 18 


The Northern Zo©geographical Regions 

The facts of zoogeography are so involved, and often appar¬ 
ently contradictory, that a skilful dialectician with the requisite 
knowledge can make a plausible argument for antithetical postu¬ 
lates. Rrof. Heilprin, being a skilful dialectician snd well informed, 
has submitted a pretty argument in favour of the union of the 
North American or “Nearctic" and Eurasiatic or “ Patearctic" 
regions {Frvc. Acad , Nat Sc . Philo. % x88a, pp. 316-334, and 
Nature, vol xxvii p. 606), but Mr. Wallace has, with perfect 
justness it seems to me. objected to his proposition (Nature, 
vol xxvii. pp. 48s, 483). As Prof. Hdlpravs arguments have 
not been entirely met, however, permit me to submit some 
further objections to his views. 

Prof. Heilprin has contended u (i) that by family, generic 
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and specific characters, as far as the Mammalia are concerned, 
the Nearctic and Paloorctic faunas taken collectively are more 
clearly defined from any or all of the other regions than either 
the Nearctic or Palacarctic taken individually; and (a) that by 
the community of family, generic, and specific characters the 
Nearctic region is indisputably united to the Pakearctic, of which 
it forms a lateral extension." 

Prof. Heilprin has formulated these conclusions after a sum¬ 
mary of the families and genera common and peculiar to the 
regions in question. 

As to families, Prof. Heilprin has presented the following 



All. 

Pet u liar. 

Nearctic . 

... 26 

I 

Palotarctic . 

. 36 

... 0 

Oriental . 

. ... 36 

::: 2 

Australian ... .. 

. ... 22 

Ethiopian . 

... 44 

9 

Neotropical.. 

... 31 

8 


The proportions of peculiar genera to the entire Mammalian 
faunas of the several regions are stated to be as follow s :— 


Nearctic ... 

All. 

74 

Peculiar, 

26 

Percentage. 

35 

Palffiarctic 

. 100 

35 

35 

Oriental ... 

. 118 

54 

46 

Australian 

. 70 

45 

64 

Ethiopian... 

. 142 

90 

!2 

Neotropical 

> 3 ' 

... 103 


The question may naturally recuff why the line which separates 
** regions” from **subregions” should be drawn between 35 
and 46 per cent, rather than between 46 and 63 or 64 per cent., 
or even between 64 and 78 per cent. Prof. Heilprin has not 
told us why, and I am unable to appreciate the reason therefor. 
Surely it is not sufficient to answer by simply asking the quen- 
sicms put in Nature (p. 606). 

But an analysis of more (but only approximately) correct 
figures and a more logical classification of mammals than that 
adopted by Prof. Heilprin reveal facts materially contravening 
the tabular statements of that gentleman. 

First we must exclude the marine mammals, because their 
distribution and limitation are determined by other factors than 
those which regulate the terrestrial ones. A consideration then 
of the terrestrial forms leads to the following results :— 

The Arctamerican or Nearctic region has 27 families, of which 
11 are not shared with Eurasia and 4 are peculiar; it has 68 
genera, of which 45 do not enter into Eurasia. 

The Eurasialic or Pakearctic region has 32 1 families, of which 
17 are excluded from North America, and it possesses 89 1 
genera, of which 60 have failed to become developed in 
America. 

Such contrasts will more than compare generally with those 
existing between Eurasia and India, and even between the 
“ Triarctic " or 14 Holarctic ” and Indian 11 regions,*' and the same 
destructive process by which the northern regions are abrogated 
would entail the absorption of the Indian as well into a hetero¬ 
geneous whole. The three can in fact be well united (as Cseno- 
ga*a), and contrasted with a group (Eogsea) consisting of the 
African, South American, ana Australian regions, as I long ago 
urged (Attn, and Mag . Nat . Hitt . (4), xv, 25X-255, 1875), 
but the claims of each to be considered as 11 regions "or realms 
is not thereby affected, Theo. GltL 

Smith* oman Institution, Washington, May 12 


Deductive Biology 

Though no writer has yet afforded any remarks in criticism 
of Prof, Thiselton Dyer’s “word of warning 1 ' to biologist?, 
given in Nature, vol xxvii p. 554, it does not, I think, follow 
that the objection raised by him Is to be accepted as unanswer- 
A f 8 n0 0, ? e of ftUt horityin such matters appears to be 
forthcoming, perhaps one who can lay no claim to being heard 
may still be permitted to venture to doubt the validity of the 
objection as given forth in such emphatic term* by Prof, Dyer, 
and to point out that most, if not all, of the scientific conclu¬ 
sions of importance, especially those accomplished during the 
S^^Tctl‘i? enCI 5acS l# k* VC k** 11 *t mainly by means of the 

Pinniped*, Emitted by Prof. Htflpria, mhuive of the 
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The objection started is a serious one, for, if the deductive 
method it wrong at all, it is so absolutely, and must on no 
occasion be allowed a place in scientific reasoning, but—without 
any half-measure allowances—must be excluded altogether as a 
false and dangerous element of philosophy. If, on the other 
hand, we take exception, as I think we may do, to the ex¬ 
ponent’s opening expression,—“ having formulated a few 
fundamental assumption;, to spin out from these explanations of 
what we see i 1 the world about us ... is merely a literary 
performance/’—as misleading in its main idea, we may still hold 
the method to be a perfectly scientific one. 

The evolutionist, who ha< once ascertained by various careful ex¬ 
periments and extensive researches that there is a direct natural 
sequence of events in connecti m with certain phenomena, may 
be allowed to adopt set principles as recognise! laws of action, 
fully as much aa Euclid in the demonstration of problems from 
his formulated axioms. But perhaps Prof. Dyer’s argument 
rests in reality upon his use or the word 11 assumptions,” and 
thus his objection is merely urged against the false method 
assumed in hi-, premise, rather than against deductive biology as 
a method of procedure, as he would nave us believe. Ana so 
far, of course, every one will readily enough accept Prof. Dyer’s 
remark as it stands. 

But the conclusion that “the deductive method i< a bad way 
of solving morphological problems " is opposed to all the evi¬ 
dence of Darwin himself, who constantly applied those well- 
tested principles which he had discovered even by this very 
method, and upon the base; of such fundamental truths it was 
that he reared his wonderful system. Are not the studies of 
comparative embryology and osteology, of comparative histology 
and biology, each founded entirely upon the meth jd of deductive 
analogy ? 

As another sufficient witness, Mr. Wallace may be quoted as 
havini adopted the same c-iur.se with such remarkable results, 
and throughout his writings bears testimony to the value of 
deductive inference as a method of procedure, and I will de¬ 
duce a couple of sentences taken from his work on “Island 
Life,” beirxng directly upon our poi.it. 

“ O11 the theory of evolution,” he say;, “ nothing can be more 
certain than that groups now broken up and detached were once 
continuous, and the fragmentary groups and isolated forms arc 
but the relics of once widespread types which have been pre¬ 
served in a few localities where physical conditions were espe¬ 
cially favourable, or where organic competition was less severe. 
The true explanation of all such remote geographical affinities i> 
that they date back to a time when the ancestral group of which 
they are the common descendants had a wider or a different dis- 
tribu ion,” &c., p. 296. And, in summary of the chapters on 
M dagascar, Mr. Wallace remarks : “ Tbe method we have f > 1 - 
lowed in these investigations is to accept the results of geological 
and palaeontological science, and the ascertained fact as to the 
powers of dispersal of the various ani nal groups ; to take full 
account of the laws of evolution as affecting di tribulion, and of 
the various ocean depths as implying recent or remote union of 
islands with their adjacent continents; and the result is that 
wherever we poises ♦ a sufficient knowledge of various classes of 
evidence we find it possible to give a connected and intel-igihle 
explanation of all the most striking peculiarities of the organic 
world 11 (“ Island Life,” p. 419). We may then assuredly de¬ 
cide that the deductive system of logic,—lie use without abuse 
of certain known factors,—instead of being in any way “bad,” is 
(granting always that the general laws of Nature applied are 
sufficiently trustworthy) found to be even superior to the older 
and tardier processes of induction, to which the mere collectors 
of the facts dealt with have limited themselves, and has proved 
itself to be tbe only means of elucidating many of those abstruse 
problem^ tbe solution of which has been conducive of such 
immense gain to the scientific philosophy of our day. 

William White 


Science and Art 

“■ As a rule it would be the extreme of absurdity for me to 
venture an adverse remark on the criticism of an art critic 
on paintings yet there is one single exception regarding which 
, I may perhaps be permitted to say a word or two. 

In the very interesting critique on some pictures in the Royal 
Academy, written evidently by a master hand, there ia one 
pwtyre*-No. 764, “a snowstorm” (see Nature, vol. xxviil 
p* 76 ), not only somewhat severely, but I think uqjUftly or 
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incorrectly, commented upon, because “ there is not a single 
snowflake to be seen in the first twenty yards.” 

I have witnessed and been in the midst of many snowstorms 
in America, and some in Scotland. Irt a large proportion of 
these nat a snowflake was to be seen, the snow Lein* in very 
minute particles, so fine as to penetrate all openings in the cloth¬ 
ing, however small. Snowstorms of this kind are the most 
dismal, bitter, and chilling of any. 

On looking at Mr. Farqubarson's picture, I was struck wbh 
its resemblance to a most unpleasant evening and night spent in 
the hills between the Coppermine River ana Great Bear Lake, 
about 50 miles north of the Arctic circle. It being early winter, the 
weather was not very cold, bul there was a combination of fog, 
fine snow (no snowflake-), and snowdrifts, which produced one 
of the most dismal and dreary scenes imaginable. 

4, Addison Gardens, May 29 John Rae 


Transit Instrument 

In your issue of the 17th ult. (vol. xxviii. p. 51) you notice 
a cheap form of transit instrument introduced by me, and you 
point out the defect that no means are provided for placing the 
cross wires truly vertical. In all the most recent instruments 
which have been made this difficulty has been met by an arrange¬ 
ment which answers so effectively that I think it may interest 
others beyond those who are likely to use the in tru nent in 
que-tion. 



I employ the ordinary diaphragm with the usual four .stretch¬ 
ing screw*, and the c dlimation is correc'ed in the usud manner 
by these screws. Into this diaphragm I insert a tube with a very 
fine screw, on the outside of which is fixed a plate carrying the 
cro-.s hairs ; by screwing this tube in or out the focus may be 
perfectly adjusted for objects at an infinite di dance, while a 
slight additional movement to the right or left enables one at the 
tame time to adjust the cross hairs truly vertical. 

Latimer Clark 


Sea-Shore Alluvion, Dungenesa 

Reverting to an article in your journal of July 28, 1881, and 
a letter of mine in that for April 20, 1882, the following at the 
present time may bo of interest 

As regards the local waging away in tbe bays east and west 
of Dungcness and the redistribution of the imterials at Eight- 
house Point on the west side the whole margin from Kje 
Bay to “ Derge Mar*h Gul,” a < istance of eight miles, has 
receded of late years ; this is shown by the fact that the Denge 
Marsh authorities have recently erected a clay counter sea-wall 
at the back of the modern shingle “fulD” in front of the 
“Midrips” and “Wicks” (small land-locked pools of water) 
to check the overflow of the >ea in south-west gales. This action 
is felt to the eastward in front of the “Hdmstone,” the Lydd 
coas'guard station, and up t > “ Denge Marsh Gut, eastward of 
which we have modern “ fulls"—™ resultant in part of this 
waste, overlapping and adding to the south-east outline of the 
“ Ness ” or extreme projection of this natural mole of shingle, 
and thence travelling northward until reaching “ Great Stone 
End,” which forms the southern boundary of Romney “ Hoy ” 
or Bay, northward of which Dymchurch Wall, an artificial 
stone-raced sea-wall three to four miles in length, is sufficient 
evidence of the modern local waste a d neces ity f >r sea-defences 
to the rich gracing district of Romney Marsh, Still further 
northward the sea-wall recently constructed by the municipal 
authorities of Hythe is equally suggestive of this recession. 
Going no further back than Cole’s survey of 1617, we have a 
status qu# anti very nearly, as regards outline frotn Rye Bay to 
within two pttiles of the lighthouse, and this accompanied by a 
local south-east increase and movement around the lighthouse, 



NATURE 


\Jnrn 7, 18&3 


Ii6 


involving towards the end of the last century the removal of the 
ol l and erection of the present tower, which, due to this in¬ 
crease, Ik now very much in the same relative position as its pre¬ 
decessor of 1792. This local accumulation runs northward to 
•• Romney Hoy,” but is afccompanied beyond this again north¬ 
ward by a constant struggle to preserve the sea frontage right up 
to Hythe, 

Take the Royal Military Canal, twenty miles long, as the base of 
a triangle running out ten miles seaward therefrom, with two in¬ 
clined sides of ten miles and fourtee miles, or twenty-four miles of 
sea margin in all; ofth : s we have on the west side eight miles 
of stationary or receding shore, thence two miles to the “Ncbs," 
and northward of it four miles, or six miles in all of local in¬ 
crease, and northward again ten miles of stationary or receding 
shore. 

Now under these conditions who is to fix, and on what 
principle, the landward boundary of what may be termed the 
11 live beach,” and is it not this very material (not grass-grown or 
covered as it ultimately becomes by vegetation) that lies most 
te nptingly for removal ? 

A very tentative advertisement has recently been displayed at 
the Charing Cross terminal station of the South-Eastern Rail¬ 
way offering sea-beach or shingle for sale. J. B. Redman 

6, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W., May 28 


Sheet Lightning 

Some people never see lightning; I have met one lady who 
cannot, and have heard of other instances. The question sug¬ 
gests itself, consequently, whether the duration of a flash of 
lightning is sufficient to produce a visible image on the retina 
or whether the image is only produced after successive reflections 
in the eye itself, which might be too few to produce such an 
image in the case of people with very dark eyes ; if the latter is 
the case, this would go far towards accounting for the difficulty 
there is in deciding as to the character of sheet lightning as far as 
any optical test is concerned, but wuuld indicate the possibility 
of further light being thrown on the subject by photography. 

Ripon, May 24 N. W. Taylor 

[We never heard of any one (except blind people, of course) 

* ho could not see lightning, nor have we any idea how the 
colour of the iris (or reflection either) can have to do with it. 
As to the duration and visibility of a flash, see Nature, vol. 
xxii. pp. 340-41. As to “summer lightning,” the following 
statement from Prof. Tail’s lecture on Thunderstorms (Nature, 
vol, xxii. p. 438) may be of interest " I have said nothing of 
what is commonly called summer lightning, which is probably, 
at least in a great many cases, merely the faint effect of a distant 
thunderstorm, but which has also been observed when the Bky 
appeared tolerably clear, and vhtn it was certain that no 
thunderstorm of the ordinary kind had occurred within a 
hundred miles. In such cases it is probable that we see the 
lightning of a storm which is taking place in the upper strata of 
the atmosphere, at such a height that the thunder is inaudible, 
partly on account of the distance, partly on account of the fact 
that it takes its origin in air of small density.” We know that 
Prof. Tait speaks from having himself seen what he here de¬ 
scribes, which shows unquestionably that {on some rare occasions) 
its source is really above our head?, and not (as u the general 
*ule) a thunderstorm of the ordinary kind several miles off.—E d.] 

Curious Nest-building—' 1 Scarecrows” 

There U an old house at Whetstone at which a robin lately 
built its nest in a singnlar position. The gate in the garden 
will, opposite the door, is opened from inside by a servant, 
when the ball rings. To do this she goes to a little hole in the 
wall close by the gate, and pushes along a small bell-pull handle 
in the line of the wall (the motion very sight). In the space 
behind this handle, and evidently scanty for the purpose, a robin 
built its nest* and it is now filled with little birds, which stretch 
out their yellow gaping beaks when oqe pushes the handle. The 
cate is the more curious in that the master of the house, fearing 
inconvenience on both sides, had the nest twice removed when 
in course of building; but the robin persisted, and was ulti¬ 
mately allowed* Alittle way along from this gate is an old 
disused pump, the front of which opens on hinges. Round the 
vertical rod of this pump a tomtit has laboriously built np a pile 
of twigs and various scraps, quite filling the body of the pump 


for about a foot in depth; and on the top is the nest proper, 
with six or seven eggs. The handle is never moved by any one. 
The bird apparently enters at the hinge. 

While on this topic I would ask, Has any systematic study 
been given to the question of scares for bird-. ? I recently sowed 
some gra s and clover seed on a lawn, and, to scare the sparrows, 
stuck up some bits of wood, with square pieces of paper, 
attached with string to flutter in the wind ; but from the occa¬ 
sional position of sparrows on the lawn, 1 suspect the radius of 
action of these scares was decidedly limited. Are birds most 
scared by still effigies of persons or by sight of movements apart 
from such imitation, or again by sounds, as in a scare 1 saw 
lately, where pieces of glass were hung so ay to clink together ? 

Finchley, May 29 M. 


Ground Ivy 

I should like to know if a peculiarity I often see in the posi¬ 
tion of the stigmas in the pistillate form of this flower is generally 
observed. Instead of the stigmas opening up and down from 
the style as usual in Labiates, they often diverge to right and 
left across the flower, and the style also often curves forward, 
so as greaLly to facilitate cross-fertilisation os it seems to me. 
If I am right this slight change may be of interest as a %\tp 
towards dio*ciousness. I found this peculiarity in 291 out of 
531 flowers with abortive stamens which I looked at; the 
stigmas opened in the usual way in 85, while in 141 one stigma 
was vertical and one horizontal; 14 cases were doubtful. In 
some unopened buds, the stigmas already diveiged horizontally. 
For comparison I looked at 418 perfect flowers, and here, whue 
the stigmas of 360 opened as usual, only 15 spread horizontally ; 
34 had one stigma vertical and one horizontal, and 9 coses were 
doubtful. S, S. Dowson 

Geldeston, May 22 


Meteor 

I have ju L t seen a very splendid meteor (at 10.40 p.m.). I 
watched it during about thirty seconds, in which time it traversal the 
heavens from about the poiut south-east nearly to that of north* 
west, where it burst. Its path was nearly parallel to the 
horizon, probably approaching it at an angle of ab mt 5 degrees. 
When first .seen it appeared nearly yellow as to colour, with a 
very fine tail, but just before it broke up the colour changed to 
white, and the fragments reminded me very much of some 
“magnesium star* fired from a rocket. No d ubt you will 
have a quantity of communications concerning this meteor. I 
wondered whether any one else had noticed this appearance. 

Filston Hall, Shoreham, Kent, June 3 A. IIall 


Wasps (L. C.). —Thanks; but there is nothing new In your 
observations. 

Mimicry (Dr, Krsteven),— The occurrence is perfectly wdl 
known. It is probably Urapleryx Sambucatta. You have mis¬ 
taken the anterior for the posterior extremity. 


RECENT ORNITHOLOGICAL WORKS ' 

'T'O those who imagine that British ornithology it 
A worked out, and that there is nothing left to do id 
this well-worn field, we commend the study of the present 
book, as presenting us with a delightfully fresh view 01 
an old and familiar subject, The author is already well 
known to the public from his admirable books of Siberian 
travel, but it is only hia private friends who have been 
aware of the devotion to this favourite branch of science 
which has characterised Mr. Secbohm for many long 
years, when most people imagined him to be absorbed IS 
business in the north of England. Brief excursions to 
points of interest on our own coasts, snatched in Interval* 
of scanty leisure, succeeded in after years by more irh* 
portent expeditions to Greece and Asia Minor, the River 
retchora, the Yenisei, dec., have given him an acquaint* 
ance with field-ornithology which is surpassed by few of 
his contemporaries, while the fact that the dry details of 
literary research have no terrors for him is proved by the 

By ftsisgssr*" * tWr **• * 
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masterly way in which he executed the fifth volume of 
the British Museum “ Catalogue of Birds.*’ 

The present volume, however, will appeal to a class of 
readers very different from those who study the high and 
dry literature above-named, and even those accustomed 
to the well-written pages of Prof Newton’s edition of 

Yarrell's British Birds,” will find delight and instruction 
in the volume now issued by Mr. Seebohm, 

The first part contains an account of the Birds of prey, 
and the Thrushes, and considerable novelty is introduced 
in the style of nomenclature of these two groups. First 
of all we notice that Mr. Seebohm gives up the idea of 
Orders in the class Aves. Although commencing with 
the Birds of prey, the time-honoured opening •* Order 
Accipitres” is absent, and we are introduced to the 
family Ftxlconidts instead, and we consider that it is in 
the classification adopted and in certain points of the 
nomenclature that the weak spot lies in this otherwise 
admirable work. 

Mr. Seebohm is the kind of man who would speak 
disrespectfully of the Equator ! With unremitting energy 
he charges full tilt against what he considers the abuses 
of scientific nomenclature in the present day, and not 
content with heartily belabouring those who differ from 
him, he returns to the assault on every possible op¬ 
portunity, “ fights all his battles o’er again, and thrice 
he slays the slain.” He is quite furious with the rules 
propounded by the Committee of the British Association, 
ana rebukes the authors, promoters, and followers of these 
rules with unabated vigour, but with perfect sincerity, as 
is exemplified by the following sentence in his “ Notice to 
Subscribers,” where he writes ;—“ If I have criticised the 
work of any of my fellow ornithologists too severely, I 
ask their pardon, and hope that they will pay me back in 
my own coin by correcting my blunders with an un¬ 
sparing hand. The object of all true scientific work is 
the elimination of error and the attainment of truth.” 

We can promise Mr. Seebohm that, as one of the 
authors most severely attacked in his volume, we shall 
accept the above challenge, and shall not hesitate to pay 
him back in his own coin when occasion arises, trusting 
to the strength of the late Marquis of Tweeddale’s dictum, 
that it is “by the fiails of disputation that the truth is 
threshed out.” And yet this is not an easy book to 
criticise. There is so much that is elegant in the treat¬ 
ment of the subject, and the work is so evidently done con 
amor*, that in reading it through one is apt to lose sight of 
the irritating attacks on one’s own writings in the admira¬ 
tion which the general style of the book compels ; never¬ 
theless there are several points on which it is impossible 
to agree with the author. 

To drop the idea of Actipitres as an Order, and treat the 
Birds of prey as a simple family, suggests that the author 
has only a limited acquaintance with this group in its 
entirety, and this is a failing which appears throughout Mr. 
Seebohm’s work, viz. that he is apt to judge of the classifica¬ 
tion of birds from a knowledge of Palsearctic forms alone, 
without any consideration of the mass of birds which are 
extra-Palsearctic in their habitat This remark would be 
perhaps unnecessary did not the author aim at such a 
high standard* Thus his families are provided with 
“Keys to the genera,” which, as Mr. Seebohm is nothing 
if not seeking after natural affinities, may be supposed to 
give the author’s matured opinion on the relations of the 
genera. We can only wonder, therefore, at the importance 
attached to the characters which ally Fal$o with Vultur 
(in the same primary section of the rakonidee), and place 
the Ospreys as intermediate between the Falcons and the 
Swallow-tailed Kite. The Falcons and the Honey-kites 
**e united by such forms as the Neotropical Harpagus v 
the Indo-African genus Bam^ and other forms, but what 
Ftydfon has to do with any of them we fail to see 
end sp far we have not seen any reason to 
Btodjfy our opinion expressed in 1874, that the Ospreys 


are co-ordinate with the Falcons and the Owls, and 
farm an intermediate group between these two. We 
should have thought, too, that at least as good characters 
could have been found to separate Neophron from Vultur, 
as some of those employed by Mr. Seebohm for distin¬ 
guishing other genera of his family Falconidae, 

In the much-vexed question of the Jer-Falcons Mr. 
Seebohm brings in his favourite theory of interoreeding, 
and accounts for the variation in plumage between the 
different races on this score with much ingenuity and 
some show of success, but we must totally dissent from 
his view of the Iceland Falcon being an intermediate 
form (F. gyrfalco-candicans ). To our mind it is quite as 
good a race as the true Jer-Falcon of Scandinavia, and 
has a perfectly distinct habitat. In Greenland the case 
may be different, and it is by no‘ means improbable that 
the resident Jer-Falcon of Southern Greenland, Hicro- 
falco hoelboclli , Nob., sometimes crosses with the Arctic 
white Jer-Falcon (//. candicans), and that the result is 
seen in those specimens which are so numerous in collec¬ 
tions, and whose exact specific position it is difficult to 
define ; nevertheless fully adult birds, both of H . candi - 
cans and //. hoelboeUi , are very easily recognised, but 
Mr. Secbohm’s theory of hybridisation carries a strong 
probability. 

In the article on the Peregrine Falcon the author sounds 
the first note of the trumpet which is to carry the charge 
into the enemy's lines and work havoc and destruction 
among the followers of the British Association rules of 
nomenclature. Mr. Seebohm asserts (and he is probably 
right) that the Fa/co gentilis of Linnaeus, founded on 
Albin’s Falcon Gentle, is absolutely the oldest-known 
name for the Peregrine, if the above rules are to be 
carried out to the bitter end. In the year 1767, a posthu¬ 
mous work by Gerini, who cuts a great figure throughout 
Mr. Seebohm 1 s book, contained the name Falco pere¬ 
grines for the species, and as this is also the best known 
one, it is adopted by Mr. Seebohm as being that “auctorum 
plurimorum,” By the simple process of using that name 
which has been employed by the majority of standard 
ornithological writers, the author settles all vexed ques¬ 
tions as to priority, and does away with the difficulties of 
nomenclature arising from the discovery of a prior name 
in some long-forgotten “musty tome” by some diligent 
bibliographer, In the present case Gerini 1 s book cannot 
be invested with the authority which Mr. Seebohm claims 
for it, because, as Prof. Newton has lately shown, the 
work was the result of the labours of three collaborators 
who published it in 1767, Gerini himself having died in 
1751. The work is generally quoted by authors as the 
“ Storia degli Uccelli.” 

We must candidly confess that Mr* Seebohm’s plan of 
selecting the best known names for a species of bird has 
much to recommend it, and in the present volume the 
result is in general satisfactory, as it restores to many of 
the common European species the names by which they 
are most familiar to the general public. At the same 
time this rule of adopting the nomenclature auctorum 
plurimorum requires great care in its application, and it 
will probably be found to work better in the case of Euro¬ 
pean birds than in the less-studied species of other 
countries. The whole ’ subject is deserving of earnest 
thought, but for our own part we cannot entirely free 
ourselves from the idea that a certain amount of injustice 
will be done to the labours of many of the early writers 
in ornithology whose names have been overlooked by 
their successors* but who scarcely deserve to be passed 
over entirely, as their work might be up to the standard 
of knowledge of the times in which they lived We can¬ 
not help seeing throughout Mr. Seebohm’s volume that 
justice to the labours of the forerunners in ornithological 
science is not tempered with mercy to those who have 
endeavoured in all sincerity to fix the earliest recognisable 
names to the species of European birds. We must regret 
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that we have not space to give extracts from the many 
charming accounts of the habits of our English birds of 
prey, which have certainly not been surpassed by any 
modern writer. We have already alluded to the anomalous 
position given to theOsprey in Mr. Seebohm’s classification, 
and we notice that in the characters which he assigns to the 
genus (p. 54) he does not refer to the skeleton, which is so 
essentially Owl like in structure. The author calls atten¬ 
tion to a very serious slip made by ourselves in the 
“ Catalogue of Birds” with regard to the Rough-legged 
Buzzard ( Archibuteo lagopus). We were certainly in error 
in placing this bird with the genus Buteo , and indeed the 
woodcut of the reticulated tarsus convicts us on the face 
of it; but we strongly doubt the correctness of Mr. See¬ 
bohm’s relegation of the species to the genus Aquila , 
and we hardly think that Dr. Gadow’s evidence as to the 
resemblance of certain points in the anatomy of the 
genera Aquila and Archibuteo was intended to suggest 
that they were closely enough allied to be considered 
inseparable. On p. 134 we are told that u ornithologists 
seern to have a fatality for making petty blunders.” This 
probably accounts for Mr. Seebohm’s admitting (p. 130) 
a woodcut of the nest of the Hen Harrier with the bird 
appearing in the background about the size of a Song 
Thrush. Perhaps Mr. Whymper, the artist who has 
drawn this otherwise pretty sketch, will, like Mr. Hanhart, 
who has done the plates of the eggs, “ get better as he 
improves.” (Vide the “Notice to Subscribers,”) 

Passing on to the family Strigidce. or Owls, we find 
with regret that Mr. Seebohm has once more ruthlessly 
destroyed the simplicity of nomenclature in the European 
species, and this on the authority of the u Storia degli 
Uccelli,” wljose fourfold authorship would surely be more 
than sufficient to place the book out of court. The genus 
Aluco is once more invoked for the Burn Owl, Strix is 
restored to the Tawny Owl as well as to the Long-eared 
Owl, Short-eared Owl, ani Tengmalm’s Owl, and the 
Snowy Owl and the Hawk Owl are placed in one genus, 
Surnia. This classification of the Owls is by far the 
most disappointing portion of Mr. Seebohm’s book, and 
ornithologists will be inclined to view with suspicion the 
ideas of an author who, in endeavouring to upset the 
rules of the British Association, requires them to pin 
their faith to a system which would lead to such a result 
as is here offered to us. Gerim’s “ Ornithologia Methodice 
Digesta” may have gone down a hundred and forty years 
ago, but in the present day it appears to be ** Chaos , 
rudis indigestaque molts” which the stomachs of the 
present generation of ornithologists will not be found 
strong enough to assimilate. A little woodcut is appro¬ 
priately inserted as a tailpiece on p. 1S2, which represents 
the author coming to grief on a downhill path ! 

In the account of the Passerida, or Singing Birds, 
another suggestive tailpiece at once meets our eye at 
p. 199: it represents a peaceful scene on a river, and is 
probably placed there as emblematical of the joy of the 
author at finding himself once more in smooth waters, 
The rest of the volume is occupied with an account of the 
Thrushes and Warblers, Chats, Redstarts, and Fly¬ 
catchers, with which birds Mr. Seebohm possesses an 
acquaintance beyond that of any of his contemporaries ; 
ana no one who reads his book will find fault with this 
portion of the work, which appears to us to be in every 
way excellent. We unhesitatingly express our opinion 
that since the time of Macgillivray no such original book 
as Mr. Seebohm’s has been published on British ornitho¬ 
logy, and, in spite of a few less satisfactory illustrations, 
we think that the figures of the eggs are by far the best 
that have yet been given. We have ourselves too often 
run counter to the rules of the British Association Com* 
inittee to allow of a suspicion of our complete sympathy 
with these rules, and Mr. Seebohm has done much to 
prove their unworkable character in many instances, but 
at the same time his strong expressions with regard to 


some of their most conscientious supporters seem to us 
likely to lessen the respect with which many of his incon¬ 
trovertible strictures would otherwise have been received. 

Another most useful ornithological work has also just 
made its appearance in Mr. Eugene Oates’s “ Handbook 
to the Birds of British Burman." 1 Although less am¬ 
bitious in its scope than Mr. Seebohm's work above 
noticed, it is nevertheless a very complete rhumti of the 
ornithology of the country of which it treats, and it forms 
one of those useful volumes which appear from time to 
time from the pens of hardworking ornithologists, which 
bring into one focus the results of many scattered essays 
in various journals. It must not be supposed, however, 
that Mr. Oates’s work has been confined to the incorpora¬ 
tion of the labours of his predecessors, for although he 
has gathered together into one compass the results of the 
travels of Mr. Davison and Capt. Bingham in Tenas- 
serim, and of Capt. Wardlaw Ramsay in Karennee, the 
book is also enriched with an account of his own personal 
experiences during a fourteen years’ residence in Pegu. 
One great characteristic of this book is its conciseness. 
In the present volume of 430 pages, four hundred species 
are disposed of, and yet the principal references are 
given, as well as descriptions of all the species. In fact, 
the book quite comes up to our idea of what a model 
u handbook ” should be, and there is no doubt that it will 
be simply invaluable to the collector in British Burmah, 
within whose reach it is placed by the exceedingly 
modest price at which it is published. All workers in 
the field of Indian and Indo-Malayan ornithology will not 
be able to do without this most useful volume. 

R. Bowdler Sharpe 


THE AURORA BOREALIS a 
III. 

y HE “ Utstromnings” Apparatus.—On the top of a 
■* mountain, or in a spot situated so high that it 
commands the surrounding country within a radius of 
some 5 kilometres, the apparatus, which I have termed 
an '* utstrttmnings " apparatus, should be erected. This 
instrument consists of a copper wire, at least 2 mm. in 
diameter, laid out on insulators fixed on poles 2 metres 
in height, along which points or nibs of copper or brass 
are attached at every half metre in such a way that they 
always point upwards. The wire is, I believe, arranged 
with most advantage as shown in the subjoined Fig, 
1. If the wire begins at o, and the distance oo'is 
18 metres, the total surface area of the apparatus will be 
=*324 square metres. The letter i indicates insulator. 

The length of the wire is, therefore, 194 metres, and 
the number of insulators, if one insulator is attached in 
the centre of each outer coil, = 27. 

The insulators should be of a peculiar construction, so 
that they would, under all conditions, even when covered 
by hoar frost, be perfectly efficient. The kind shown in 
Fig, 2, based on the principle of M. Mascart’s insu¬ 
lator, appears to me to be the most serviceable. 

This diagram shows the vertical section of the insulator 
attached to the pole, ab is a glass tube 7 mm. thick, 
5 cm. in diameter, and 20 cm. in height. This tube is 
soldered to the bottom of the jar cdtf p the outer diameter 
of which is 11 cm., and height 13*5 cm, and is, at the 
side, 10 cm. from the bottom, provided with an opening 
o (2 cm. in diameter), which can be closed with a cork. 
Above the tube, ab, the bell, mnri is affixed, which is pro¬ 
vided with arms for the coiling of the wire. In the 
cork, o } a U-shaped glass retort, with short arms pointed 
downwards, is inserted, and if the retort fide is filled 

1 ■* A Handbook to the Birds of British ftirmeh, including those found in 
of KutcttMe/* by Eugene W. Oat* s, Executive 
Engineer, -Public Works Department of India (British Burnmh). 

K. H. Porter. 6, Tenderdep Street, W M and Dttfan and Cb., iSw 

* Continued from p. top. 
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with sulphuric acid, the outer surface of the glass tube, 
ab, will be kept dry, and almost completely insulated. 
The distance between the jar and the bell should be as 
great as possible, in order that the hoar-frost may not 
form a bridge across the intervening space. 

From this apparatus a telegraph wire is led on poles 
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provided with insulators to a convenient chamber of 
observation. The conducting wire may, when the above- 
described kind of insulators is used, be an ordinary iron 
wire 2 mm. in diameter. The poles should be at most 
40 metres apart. 

The galvanometer should be constructed with a great 


be made with a telescope and scale. It is besides clear 
that the conductive resistance of the galvanometer 
should be exactly measured, and that the readings of the 
instrument should be verified, as, for instance, with an 
inductor whose action on the galvanometer has been 
ascertained in absolute measure. For this purpose an 
ordinary Daniell's element may serve, and may in fact 
be the be?t, as a similar element should also be used for 
the actual measurements. If an iron wire is used it 
must of course be replaced with one of copper near the 
chamber of observation. The earth conductor of the 
current is a zinc disk about 4 square decimetres in area. 
The theory of the apparatus is this The entire quantity 
of electricity which is suffused in a certain part of the 
atmosphere which is situated above a certain horizontal 
plane, as that formed by the points in the “ iitstrii innings ” 
apparatus, produces in each one of these points an electro¬ 
motive force. And if the potential of these quantities of 
electricity on all the points be denominated as Va, and 
the potential of the aggregate electricity on the zinc disk 
as Vt , the electromotive force E will be— 

E „ V a - ft, 

and the strength of the current i 



where R denotes the whole conductive resistance, and 
k a constant dependent on the construction of the gal¬ 
vanometer, &c. 

Generally, V? is assumed = o; but this is, in the present 
case, not correct; we therefore put— 



If a constant element is introduced into the current, we 
have, if the electromotive force is denominated and the 
internal resistance of the element is not taken into account- 



Fig. a. 


a*wftber (about 10,000) coils, and be provided with a pai 
of astatic needles, near which the mirror is affixed. Ii 
order to avoid too great oscillations, the needles should b 
tattg side by side on fine threads of cocoon silk, th 
H1 "nace between the ends of the threads may be regu 
l according to circumstances. The readings shoal 



when means the intensity of the current which is created 
by the galvanic element. 

If the positive pole is turned first against the “ utstrdm- 
nings " apparatus, we obtain— 

' ^ h - 

and if the negative pole is turned against it— 

/' + 1 \ = a', 

/>. if a and 8' means the deflexion of the galvanometer in 
each case. 

We obtain therefore in i a measure of and in r, 
a measure of If the deflexions are always reduced 


to the same value for 

E? 


which is easily done as t is 


constant, we obtain measures capable of being compared 
with E or V a — K. 

In the deflexions observed when a constant galvanic 
element is introduced into the circuit, one obtains, when 
the element is turned in the first instance with the positive 
pole against the “utscrbmnings" apparatus, and in the 
second against the earth*plate, a relative measure of the 
potential due to induction in the air on the particular 
occasion. From this it will appear that the observations 
should always be effected in the following manner:— 
i* With the constant element in the current— 

(a) With the positive pole against the apparatus. 

(b) With the positive pole against the disk in the 
earth. 

a. Without the element in the current— 

(it) First deflexion. 

(b) Constant deflexion. 
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3, With the constant element in the current— 

(a) With the positive pole against the apparatus. 
(£) With the positive pole against the disk in the 
earth. , 

The deflexions obtained will give the particulars re¬ 
quired for an easy calculation of the strength of the 
current from the atmosphere to the earth, 

I am fully aware that several details of this method 
may be open to discussion, but I do not deem others than 
the following of any great importance, viz, that as the 
intensity of the current is greatly dependent on the con¬ 
dition of the point?, a gradual oxidation of the same will 
have the effect of causing an alteration in the current. 
This alteration also takes place in the strength of the 
current from the c nstant element, so that even the de¬ 
flexions caused by the same will always be a measure of 
the aggregate potential due to induction, both through 
the points and in the air. 

As it is not always possible to calculate the extent of 
the deflexions, an instrument permitting part of the cur¬ 
rent to be shunted should be employed. When the appa¬ 
ratus is erected care should be taken that the height 
between the disk in the earth and the apparatus is at 
least 180 metres; but experiments with disks at various 
elevations arc of course of great interest. 

From the account I have thus given of my experiments 
at Sodankyla, I think that all the subsidiary points which 
should be taken into account, as well as those questions 
which still await solution in connection with the aurora 
borealis, will be readily comprehended. It would, how¬ 
ever, be of great advantage when making similar experi¬ 
ments to have two sets of apparatus; while thus measure¬ 
ments are being made with one, the variations in the 
current could be traced with the other, and thus the 
particulars requisite for a reduction to a fixed mean 
standard would be obtained. 

Selim Lkmstrom 

Professor of the Helsingfors University 


HISTORICAL NOTES IN PHYSICS 

\ t —The Discovery of the Electric Light 

T N looking through an old volume of the Journal de 
A Paris, I came across the following entry, for the 
date 22 Vent6se, An X. (March 12, 1802), which clearly 
relates to an exhibition of the electric arc light :— 

“ Le citoyen Kobertson, auieur de la ianusmagorie, 
fait dans ce moment, des experiences inttfressantes, et 
qui doivent sans doute avancer nos connoissances sur le 
galvanisme . il vient de monter des piles mdtalliques, au 
nombre de 2500 plaques dc zinc, et autant en cuivre 
rosette. Nous parlerons incessamcm de ses rdsultats, 
aussi que d’une experience nouvelle qu’il a faite hier avec 
deux charbons ardens. Le premier dtant placd h la base 
d une colonne de 120 dldinens de zinc et argent, et le 
second communiquant avec le sommet de la pile, ils ont 
donnd, au moment de leur reunion, une dtincelie brillante, 
d une extreme blancheur, qui a <5td aper^ue par toute la 
le 25 ” LC cit0ycn ^ ot>ertson rtf p<£tera cette experience 

The individual who thus came before the public was 
named Etienne Gaspard Robertson, a name suggestive of 
Scotch descent. He was better known for his “ Phantas¬ 
magoria, exhibited a few years later in London. 01 this 
invention a notice appears earlier in the volume from 
which the above passage is taken ; and in an earlier 
volume of the Journal de Paris in thrinomh « Fructidor, 
An vui., there occurs a mention of some of his experi¬ 
ments on the couronne de tosses of Volta. 

It« worthy of casual notice that in the number where 
Kobertson s Phantasmagoria” is advertised, the very next 
advertisement on the page is one of an exhibition to be 
given by Citoyen Martin at the H6tel de Fermes, where¬ 


in as part of a “spectacle extraordinaire et amusant de 
physique/' &c. t was to be shown “1’expdrience du tele¬ 
graphic plus rapide que la lumi&re, d un effet extraor¬ 
dinaire et amusant.” 

The usual date given for the invention of the electric 
light by Sir Humphry Davy is 1809; but 1 was aware 
that earlier notices existed both in Cutbbertson’s “ Elec¬ 
tricity ” (1807) and other works. I was also under the 
impression that some earlier reference to the matter 
existed in Davy’s own works. The finding of this notice 
in the Journal de Paris induced me to consult the early 
volumes of the Philosophical Magazine and of Nichol¬ 
son's Journal. 

In the Philosophical Magazine , vol. ix, p. 219, under 
the date February 1, 1801, the following passage occurs 
in a paper by H. Moyes of Edinburgh, in which experi¬ 
ments with a voltaic pile or column are described :— 

“When the above column was at the height of its 
strength its sparks were seen in the light of the day, even 
when taken with a piece of charcoal held in the hand/* 

In the Journal of the Royal Institution , vol, i. (1802), 
Davy describes (p. 106) some experiments on the spark 
yielded by the pile, and states: “ When, instead of the 
metals, pieces of well-burned charcoal were employed, 
the spark was still larger and of a vivid whiteness. On 
p. 214 he describes and depicts an “apparatus for taking 
the galvano-eiectrical spark in fluids and a&riform sub¬ 
stances.” This apparatus consisted of a glass tube open 
at the top and having a tubulure at the side through 
which a wire tipped with charcoal was introduced, 
another wire, also tipped with charcoal, being cementea 
in a vertical position through the bottom. 

But ' ' 


earlier than an 
p. 150 of Nicholson's 


any 

>■ Jo 


of these is a letter printed at 
„ 'eternal for October, 1800. This 
letter is entitled “ Additional Experiments in Galvanic 
Electricity, in a Letter to Mr. Nicholson.” It is dated 
“ Dowry Square, Hotwells, September 22, 1800/’ and is 
signed by Humphry Davy, who at that time was assistant 
to Dr. Ileddoes .at the old Philosophical Institution in 
Bristol. The letter begins thus:— 

“Sir,—T he earlier experimenters on animal electricity 
noticed the power of well-burned charcoal to conduct the 
common galvanic influence. I have found that this sub¬ 
stance possesses the same properties as metallic bodies 
in producing the shock and spark, 1 when made a medium 
of communication between the ends of the galvanic pile 
of Signor Volta.” 

In none of these extracts, however, is anything said of 
the properties of the arc as a continuous luminous spark. 
These were made known in Davy’s later researches* 
Yet the electric light attracted attention as we see before 
the special property of continuity was observed, 

II .—The Invention of the 'Telephone 
In the Journal of the Physical Society of Frankfort-on- 
the-Mam for 1860-61 (p. 57) may be found a memoir on 
telephony by the galvanic current, in which its writer 
says ; I have now succeeded in constructing an appara¬ 
tus by means of which I am in a position to reproduce 
the tones of divers instruments, and even to a certain 
degree the human voice.” The inventor further says: 

bmee the length of the conducting wire may be extended 
for this purpose just as far as in direct telegraphy, I give 
to my instrument the name 4 telephone.' " Towards the 
end of the memoir it is stated that until now it had not 
been possible to reproduce the tones of human speech 
with a distinctness sufficient to satisfy everybody: “ The 

u are l or the most P ut tolerably distinctly 
reproduced, but the vowels not yet to an equal degree." 

aut " or 01 the niemoir in which these remarkable 
statements occur was Philipp Reis. The paper from 
which the preceding quotations have been taken contains 
many other points of interest, and in particular a eom- 
CMl* dd ** foolnote: " Th ® b*** *lvH the ch*r- 
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parison of the action of the transmitting part of the 
instrument with that of the human ear upon which it was 
founded. The author says ; “ How could a single instru¬ 
ment reproduce at once the total action of ail the organs 
operated in human speech ? This was ever the cardinal 
question. At last l came by accident to put this question 
another way. How does our ear perceive the total (or 



Fig. x. Fto. a. 


resultant) vibrations of all the simultaneously operant 
organs of speech?” He then goes on to describe the 
action of the auditory ossicles when made the recipients 
of sound-waves, and points out how they execute move¬ 
ments and exert forces upon one another in proportion to 
the condensations occurring in the sound conducting 
medium and to the amplitudes of vibration of the tym- 


\ 

I 
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pa»um. Having stated this law of proportion between 
the cause and its effect, he goes on to speak of the graphic 
method of representing varying forces, such as those of 
sound-waves,, by curves; ana emphatically lays down 
IS*at the ear is absolutely incapable of perceiving anything 
snore than can be expressed by such a curve. After giving 
samples of undtdatory curves corresponding to musical 


tones and to discordant sounds he makes the following 
significant remark : u So soon therefore as it is possible, 
at any place and in any manner, to set up vibrations 
whose curves are like those of any given tone or com¬ 
bination of tones, we shall then receive the same impres¬ 
sion which the tone or combination of tones woutd have 
produced upon us. Taking my stand upon the preceding 
principles, I have succeeded in constructing an appar¬ 
atus," &rc. He concludes his paper by saying that the 
newly invented phonautograph of Duhamel may perhaps 
afford evidence as to the correctness of the views which 
he has asserted respecting the correspondence between 
sounds and their curves. 

The actual apparatus figured in this memoir and ex¬ 
hibited to the Frankfort Society in October, j86i, is now 
in my possession ; and I have also temporarily intrusted 
to me a still earlier experimental telephone made by 
Philipp Reis in the form of a model of the human ear. 1 
This interesting instrument is depicted in its actual con¬ 
dition and size in Figs, i, 2, and 3, and in section in 
Fig. 4. It is carved in oak-wood. Of the tympanic 
membrane only *matl fragments now exist. Against the 
centre of the tympanum rested the lower end of a little 
curved lever of platinum wire, which represented the 
“ hammer ’’ -bone of the human car. This curved lever 
was attached to the membrane by a minute drop of 
sealing wax, so that it moved in correspondence with 


r / ' ji 



Fig. «i. 


every movement of the tympanum. It was pivoted near 
its centre by being soldered to a short cross-wire serving 
as an axis. The upper end of the curved lever rested in 
loose contact against the upper end of a vertical spring, 
about 1 inch long, bearing at its summit a slender and 
resilient strip of platinum foil. An adjusting screw served 
to regulate the degree of contact between the vertical 
spring and 1 he curved lever. Conducting wires, by means 
of which the current of electricity entered and left the 
apparatus were affixed to screws in connection respec¬ 
tively with the support of the pivoted lever aud with the 
vertical spring. 

If now any words or sounds of any kind were uttered in 
front of the ear, the membrane was thereby set into 
vibrations, as in the human ear. The little curved lever 
took up these motions precisely as the “ hammer ”-bone 
of the human ear does ; and, like the “ hammer "-bone, 
transferred them to that with which it was in contact. 
The result was that the contact between the upper end of 
the lever and the spring was caused to vary. With every 
rarefaction of the air the membrane moved forward, and 
the upper end of the little lever moved backward and 
pressed more firmly than before against the spring, 

* The property of M. Lrfon Gamier. Director of Gamier** Institute at 
Frediicbcctan. near Heartmrg, 'where Philipp iUlat woe formerly Teacher 
of Natural Science*. 
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making better contact, and allowing a stronger current 
to flow. At every condensation of the air the membrane 
moved backward, and the upper end of the lever moved 
forward, so as to press less strongly than before against 
the spring, thereby makipg a less complete contact than 
before, and by thus partially interrupting the passage of 
the current, caused the current to flow less freely. The 
sound-waves which entered the air would in this fashion 
throw the electric current, which flowed through the point 
of variable contact, into undulations in strength. Reis 
himself termed the contact-part of his telephone an 
interruptor. That it was not intended to operate as an 
abrupt make-and-break arrangement, as some persons 
have erroneously fancied, is evident ; firstly, because the 
inventor introduced delicate springs to give a following- 
contact, and so prevent abrupt breaks from occurring; 
secondly, because abrupt breaks would have violated the 
fundamental principle to which he refers in the sentence 
immediately preceding his description of the instrument 
shown to the Frankfort Society, namely that of creating 
tones whose curves were like the undulatory curves im- 
arted at the transmitting end of the instrument; thirdly, 
ecause (in another article) he described his instrument 
as opening and closing the circuit in proportion to -the 
sound-wave, which obviously an abrupt “ break-and* 
make” apparatus without a spring-contact could not 
possibly do. The mechanism which Reis thus invented 
—and which is substantially alike in all his instruments 
—might be appropriately described as the combination 
of a tympanum with an electric current-regulator, the 
essential principle of the electric current-regulator being 
the employment of a loose or imperfect contact between 
the two parts of the conducting system, those parts being 
so arranged that the vibrations of the tympanum would 
alter the degree of contact, and thereby vary the resist¬ 
ance offered at the point of contact to the passage of the 
current, and so regulate the strength of the current that it 
should magnetise and demagnetise the core of a distant 
electromagnet in a manner corresponding to the undula¬ 
tions of the tympanum of the transmitter. 

The particular form of the instrument shown at Frank¬ 
fort in 1861, and described in the Journal , is somewhat 
different from the “ car. 1 ’ The figure (5) and description 
are taken from the Journal . 

“ In a cube of wood, rs t u v w x, there is a conical 
hole, a, closed at one side by the membrane, b (made of 
the lesser intestine of the pig), upon the middle of which 
a little strip of platinum is cemented as a conductor of 
the current. This is united with the binding-screw, p. 
From the binding-screw, «, there passes likewise a thin 
strip of metal over the middle of the membrane, and 
terminates here in a little platinum wire, which stands at 
right angles to the length and breadth of the strip. From 
the binding-screw, p, a conducting-wire leads through the 
bittery to a distant station.” 

In the original instrument there is also an adjusting- 
screw to regulate the contact, though this is not shown in 
the drawing. 

The receiver used to reproduce the sounds transmitted 
by these telephones is also described in the memoir of 
Reis. It consisted of a steel needle surrounded by a coil 
of wire. This was at first set up for the purpose of 
increasing the sounds by resonance, upon the top of a 
violin ; later it was mounted upon a pinewood box, to 
which still later a lid of thin pine was added against which 
the listener could press his ear. The sounds emitted by 
such a wire during magnetisation and demagnetisation 
were well known before, but to Reis is due the discovery 
thtt other tones than the natural vibration-tone of the 
wire could be electrically imposed upon it by the varying 
magnetising force of the current in the surrounding coil. 
Reis explained the reproduction of the transmitted 
sounds by supposing a magnetic attraction between the 
atoms of the steel wire to work synchronously with the 


^actuations of the current. He later devised a different 
receiver in which an electromagnet was provided with an 
elastically mounted armature of iron which it threw into 
vibrations corresponding to those of the original sound 
waves. With this apparatus and a transmitter with a 
small curved lever like that in the u ear,” he was able (sec 
Kuhn's Handbuch der Angewandten Elektricitatslehre,” 
1866, p. 1021) not only to reproduce melodies with 
astonishing exactness, and single words as in speaking 
and reading (less distinctly), but even to transmit the 
inflexions of the voice expressive of surprise, command, 
interrogation, &c. 

Considering how far these early researches were carried, 
it is remarkable that their historic value has been so 
greatly overlooked. Silvanus P. THOMPSON 


SQUALLS 

N a short calendar for the present year, issued by Dr 
Gustavus Hinrichs, 1 are two interesting charts of 
the fronts of squalls passing over Iowa from north-west 
to south-east. He remarks that the lines between which 
*5 inch and 1*0 inch of rain fell in one of these squalls on 
July 31, 1877, gradually diverge as the storm-front rolls 
down to the south-east, while bending more and more, so 
as strangely to recall the lines of equal timber in Eastern 
and Southern Iowa. 

The lines showing the configuration of these squalls 
are very similar to those showing the shapes of the most 
extensive European squall •, and the almost complete 
parallelism between the chart of the squall above 
alluded fo, and those 2 of the Eurydice squall, which 
traversed England on March 24, 1878, is worthy of the 
attention of meteorologists. Squalls of this description 
strictly deserve the name of “arched squalls” (apparently 
bestowed by English seamen on all squalls which are 
seen in perspective to rise as arches of cloud above the 
horizon), for when plotted out upon a chart they are 
found to be, at the period of their greatest development, 
scimitar or crescent-shaped, the central portion of the 
area of squall being in front of the right and left wings, 
and a chord of the arc so formed being commonly 
normal, or nearly so, to the isobars existing at the time. 
It seems probable that the most projecting portion of the 
line of clouds forming the front of the squall traverses 
the line of steepest atmospheric gradients, but of this no 
proof has yet been furnished. The strongest wind is, in 
any case, commonly experienced in the immediate front 
of the squall along the line traversed by the focus of the 
squall, and the greatest precipitation in the rear is also 
usually experienced along this line. There is one charac¬ 
teristic which the crescent-shaped squall shaves with the 
very local squalls common in the temperate latitudes in 
the rear of a depression, viz, the violent down-rush of cold 
air experienced under the front of the squall-cloud, fol¬ 
lowed by a comparative calm in its wake. In the 
crescent-shaped squall there is a veering of the lower 
wind and a backing of the upper wind, sometimes to the 
extent of about eight points, which is not traceable in 
the more local squall. In the crescent-shaped squall a 
sudden increase of atmospheric pressure is experienced 
at the earth’s surface at the time of the strongest rush of 
wind. This characteristic seems to be shared by the 
majority of squalls which occur in the Persian Gulf and 
in Northern India from the northwest, and also by many 
squalls in the Indian and China seas (which may possibly 
prove to be of the crescent-shaped type); and it is pre¬ 
cisely analogous to the rise of barometer frequently 
noticed at inland localities in the temperate zones during 
a summer thunderstorm. It is, however, stated that in 

1 " Notei on the Cloud Formifttid CKmotedf low..” Dr. G, Hfericto, 
Director Iowa Weather Service. 
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the “ tornadoes ” of the Gold Coast (which are merely 
severe squalls) a fall of the barometer occurs. In some 
squalls, especially in the Indian and China seas, a change 
of wina occurs to nearly an opposite point of the compass, 
and in these instances there is sometimes a diminution of 
pressure 1 during the passage of the squall. These squalls 
I should regard as small typhoons. 

The clouds which mark the front of an actual typhoon, 
as described by Dampier* and subsequent navigators, 
seem to be very sjmilar to those which accompany the 
true squall, wherever observed. These consist of a dense 
curtain of ice-cloud in the higher regions of the atmo¬ 
sphere, usually permeated, except in the extreme rear, 
by mountainous cumuli from beneath, and having, when 
viewed at a distance, a very white and shining appear¬ 
ance. In the final stage of the squall, when it is di¬ 
minishing in severity, these cumuli commonly disappear. 
A watchful outlook for these clouds, not least of all when 
coming off a high windward shore, may save many sailing 
vessels, as it might in all probability have saved the 
Ettrydice , from destruction. W. CLEMENT Ley 


NOTES 

As we anticipated some weeks ago (p. 41), Prof. Lord 
Rayleigh has been nominated by the Council of the British 
Association as President for the Meeting at Montreal in 1884. 
The death of the late Prof. H. J. S. Smith having caused a 
vacancy among the vice-presidents elected at Southampton for 
the meeting at Southport in the present year, the Council have 
nominated Dr. J. M. Dawson, C.M.G., F. R.S., Principal of 
McGill College, Montreal, to be a vice-president. 

Prof. Huxley’s Rede Lecture will have for its subject 44 The 
Origin of the Existing Forms of Animal Life : Construction or 
Evolution?” It will be delivered in the Senate House (Cam¬ 
bridge) on Tuesday next at noon. 

The death is announced of M. Charles Bresse, on May 22, at 
the age of sixty-one years. He was, since 1855, Professor of 
Mechanics in the School of the Ponts et Chaussees, and also for 
the last few years at the J-Ccole Polytechnique. 

A SERIES of conferences will be held in connection with the 
Fisheries Exhibit! m, in which the foreign commissioners, jurors, 
and others connected with or visiting the Exhibition, will be 
invited to take part. The first meeting of the Congress will be 
held on Monday, June 18, at 12 noon, w hen Prof. Huxley will 
deliver an introductory address. H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 
K.G., has graciously consented to read a paper by H.R.H. the 
Duke of Edinburgh, K.G., entitled 44 Notes on the Sea Fisheries 
and Fishing Population of the United Kingdom/' on Tuesday, 
June 19, at 12 o'clock. At all other conferences, the chair will 
be taken by the appointed chairman at 11 o'clock a.m. precisely. 
Papers will be read, and discussions bn them wiil follow. The 
conferences will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays. 

The Company of Grocers have announced as the matter of 
competition for the first quadrennial discovery prise of icooA 
the following problem 1— ,4 Tq discover a method by which the 
vaccine contagium may be cultivated apart from the animal 
body, in some medium or media not otherwise zymotic: the 
method to be such that the contagium may by means of it be 
multiplied to an indefinite extent In successive generations, and 
that the product after any number of such generations shall (so 
far as can within the time be tested) prove itself of identical 
potency with standard vaccine lymph/* The prize is open to 
universal competition, British and foreign. Competitors for the 
prise'must submit their respective treatises on or before Decern- 

* StflOefc, AwtfiUn dtr Hydro^rapkk . March. 1S77 ! Quart Jourrt. 
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ber 31, 1886, and the award will be made not later than May, 
*887. In relation to this prize, as in relation to other parts of 
the Company’s scheme in aid of sanitary science, the Court acts 
with the advice of a scientific committee which at present con¬ 
sists of the following members Messrs. John Simon, F.R.S-* 
John Tyndall, F.K.S., John Burdon Sanderson, M.D., F.R.S., 
and George Buchanan, M.D., F.H.S. 

A correspondent in We.t Australia writes to us that the 
Exploring Expedition to Kimberly District, North-West Aus¬ 
tralia, to which Mr. E. T, Hardman, of the Geological Survey 
or Irelaud, is attached as geologist, reached Roebuck Bay, 
Kimberly (lat. l8° .j</ S., long. 122 0 E.) on April 9, after a 
favourable voyage from Fremantle of ten days; all well, with 
the exception of a native who, in a fit of delirium, jumped over¬ 
board and was lost. Mr. Hardman proceeds with Mr. John 
Forrest, Surveyor*General, a well-known and experienced ex^ 
plorcr, on a preliminary examination of the district for some 
nunlhs, and will then accompany the main party about to make 
a trigonometrical survey of the country along the Fitzroy River 
traced in 1879 by Mr. Alexander Forrest. The party, which 
consists of thirty-two, all told, with fifty horses, left Fremantle 
in the Macedon % on March 25, but were shipwrecked on Rottnest 
Island, and subsequently went on in the steamer Rob Roy* The 
field-work will be continued until the middle of next November, 
and will probably be resumed next year. Previous explorers 
pronounce this district to be one of the best in West Australia. 

We have received a communication from Herr Sophus Trom- 
holt, dated R >ssekop, May 18, in which he informs us that his 
work at Kautokeino having been finished he has paid a visit 
both to the Finnish station at Sodankyla and the Norwegian at 
Bossekop. Herr Tromholt now intends to proceed to Bergen, 
and promises, when settled, to send an account to Nature of his 
final researches on the aurora borealis. He states, however, that at 
neither of the above mentioned stations has any photograph of 
the aurora l>een obtained. Next winter, Herr Tromholt informs 
us, he will spend in Iceland, in order to proceed with his 
studies of the aurora borealis there, chiefly on the principle 
laid down by Prof. Lemstrom, and with the apparatus invented 
by the latter. 

Sir John Lubbock has given notice that he intends on 
Friday three weeks to draw attention to the fact that the Minister 
whose duty it is to bring forward the Educational Estimates has 
no power to appoint officers, and to move that it is de-irable 
that there should be a separate department of education. 

It is stated that M. Jules Verne, the world-known novelist, 
will offer himself as a candidate to fill the chair vacated 
in the Acad^mie FrancaLe by the recent death of M. Jule^ 
Sandeau. 

An Exhibition of Hygienic Dress and Sanitary Appliances, 
intended to illustrate as far os possible the aims and objects of 
the National Health Society, was opened by the Lord Mayor 
on Saturday afternoon, in Humphrey* Hall, Knightsbridge. 
The Exhibition, which will continue for a fortnight, includes 
cloihing, food products, everything connected with the sanita¬ 
tion of the house and hygienic decoration, appliances for the 
sick-room, home nursing, and home education, industrial dwell¬ 
ing and cottage hygiene, heating, lighting, and cooking appa¬ 
ratus, fuel, &c, Perhaps, however, the greatest attention will 
be devoted to the stands of the Rational Dre« Society, and 
another close to it, where are shown examples of ladies’ dresses 
made on purely hygienic principles. 

Tourists with entomobgical proclivities who maybe about 
to visit the Alps, Pyrenees, Norvtfay, o- other parts of Europe, 
will find Dr. H. 0 . Lang’s 44 Butterflies of Europe ** (L. Reeve 
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And Co.) very useful. So fur as it has gone, indeed, it is the 
best book on the subject in the English language. Part xlii., 
just published, brings the work down to the larger Frit diaries, 
and is one of the most satisfactory so far as the [dates are 
concerned. 

The Russian Chemical Society having established a compe¬ 
tition for the best lamps for burning the intermediate oils of the 
Caucasian naphthi, which have a density from o‘86o to o*875p 
has found that the four competing lamps satisfy the required 
conditions, the best of them being that of M. Kumberg. Ac¬ 
cording to experiments made by Prof. MendcICeff, the new lamps 
burn not only the intermediate oils but also a purified mixture of 
(ill distillations, the heavy greasy oils which have a density of 
0*910 at 15*“ included. Like the American naphtha, the Baku 
naphtha would thus yield more than two*thirds (nearly three- 
quarters) of its weight of oils available for lamps, the oils from 
tftis last being far less dangerous than those of the former. It 
yields, besides, nearly 30 per cent, of greasy oils of great value. 

M. Yankovsky mentions the disappearance of the spotted deer 
from the neighbourhood of Vladivostok. Before 1877 they were 
so numerous that flocks numbering forty and fitly were often seen, 
and their meat was cheaper than beef. Since the snowy winter*, 
of 1877 and 1878, however, during which they were hunted on 
a great scale, they have become very rare. It seem 1 that oilier 
causes too have contributed towards diminishing their number. 
In 1878. after a great fire which consumed the whole of the 
depression around the lake of the Slavyansky peninsula, M. 
Yankovsky saw the valley dotted with the bodies of detr and 
antelopes. It will be a pity if a succession of mild winters 
does not give an opportunity to the spotted deer of multiplying 
again, as their number U already very limited, and 1 he region 
they inhabit is very restricted, as it comprises only the sea-coast 
from Corea to the Bay of Olga. 

Notwithstanding the active pursuit of the tigers in the 
South Usuri region, their number does not much diminish. In 
a communication to the Irkutsk branch of the Russian Geo* 
graphical Society it is stated that in 1880 and 1881 no le s than 
nine tigers were killed on the small space of thirty-five miles 
long, on the western coast of the Bay of Amur; and at the head 
of this bay five tigers were perceived at one time. Thez mlogist 
of the .Society, M. Yankovsky, writes al-o that the South Usuri 
tigers d > not seem to abstain from eating corpses and digging 
out graves as is gen rally believed. 

On May 19, at about 10 p.m., a remarkable aurora borealis 
was observed at Ludvika, in Sweden. It began as a taint band 
of light parallel with the horizon, which gradually grew broader 
and broader. The extraordinary feature of the phenomenon 
was, however, that this band had the appearance of an ice- 
covered lake on which the moan was shining. Promontories 
and shores covered with trees were seen, and also the faint 
outlines of farms. Thii phenomenon lasted about ten minutes, 
when the aurora changed into a suffused pink luminosity, like that 
of clouds near the setting sun. 

A Stkong earthquake was felt throughout the state of Antio. 
quoia at 6 p.m. on the 8th ult. Little damage was done in 
Medellin, although much alarm was caused and the walls of the 
cathedral wore injured. In the town of Antioquoia the facade of 
the cathedral was thrown out of plumb, many of its columns 
were thrown down, and all the houses suffered more or less. In 
Santa Rosa the church steeple was injured and a number of 
houses rendered uninhabitable. In Aquadas the town hall 
was destroyed, and at Abejirral the church and a number 
of houses were injured. It was feared more disasters had 
occurred in districts which had not been heard from. The 


shock lasted more than two minutes, and appeared to move i who 
the north to the south. This *am6 shock was felt all over the 
isthmus, all along the Atlantic coest of Columbia, doing damage 
only at the mou'h of the Atrato, si far as reported up to the 
present, and in the Magdalena Valley. It appears to have 
been the sharpest and most widely experienced since the great 
one of September 7 last year. 

Telegrams from Batavia state that Mount Karang in the 
Strait-: of Sunda is in full eruption. T*he shocks arc heard 
several huudred mile-i away, It is now two hundred years 01006 - 
the last eruption 1 >f this volcano. The mountain is situated on 
the island of Krakatoa, near Anjer in the Straits of Sunda, and 
as it is in the path of sailing vessels from Europe to the East, 
which generally call at Anjer point for provisions and o r ders, 
we may shortly expect details of the eruption. 

A correspondent writes :—During the last ten years much 
has been written on the origin of the jade objects found in America 
and Europe, no raw matetials of the stone having yet been dis¬ 
covered out of which the articles could have been manufactured. 
Prof. H. Fischcrof Freiburg in Baden therefore In ought forward 
the hypothesis, supported by several of his scientific brethren, 
that the jade objects of America had been transported thither from 
Amu in prehistoric tunes, when Mongolian tribes settled in the New 
World, and that the intercourse of trade had later acted hi the 
same manner. For Europe, where thousands of those objects 
have been found, the Aryans had done this service, when wan¬ 
dering from the very heart of Asia to the went, the source of the 
jade objects of both continents being Asia, where deposits of 
the mineral are known to occu*- in Siberia, Turkestan, and 
Burmah. Recently Dr. Meyer of Dresden has energetically op¬ 
posed these view* in a large folio work containing many plates, 
and has come forward with the opinion that the jade sources of 
Europe and America yet remain to be discovered. As to 
America we are glad to hear that this much simpler and more 
reasonable explanation of the problem has now been verified, the 
.Smithsonian Institution of Washington lately having received 
from Louisiana an immen-e number of objects of jade, among 
them implements, knives, and other articles, many having an 
admirably high fini-h, and with them a considerable quantity of 
the ,-iune of which the objects were made. We di not doubt 
that similar discoveries may noon be expected in Europe* 
especially in Switzerland, and that we shall succeed in ascertain¬ 
ing the exact districts where the mineral is to be found. 

We are glad to see that there is at last some prospect of the 
immediate publication of Mr. W, Colenso’s Maori-English 
Lexicon, which was submitted to the New Zealand Government 
nearly eight year* ago. A specimen sheet of twenty folio pages 
has recently been printed and presented to both Houses of the 
General Assembly by command of the executive authorities. 
From this specimen it is evident that the work is of an encyclo¬ 
pedic character, embodying a vaat amount of information col¬ 
lected from original sources on the languages, ethnology* 
tradition*, religions habit-, and customs of the Polynesian races. 
The plan is at once simple and comprehensive. The various 
meanings of each word are first given in large type, and each 
meaning is then illustrated by one or more passages in small 
type from the native poems, myths, legends, proverbs, and col¬ 
loquial usage. Thus nearly four pages are devoted to the 
different significations and grammatical applications of the single 
word e, which plays such an important part in ail the Polynesian 
dialects. To the particle aht as many as thirty distinct meanings 
are assigned, and these meanings are illustrated by no less than 
seventy-two quotations from the various sources above indicated. 
In some cases the quotations are Englished, and it would certainly 
be satisfactory If this could be done uniformly. In the English' 
Maori part the same plan is adhered to, only here quotations 
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illustrating the different senses of the English words ore omitted 
as unnecessary. Should the work be carried out on these lines 
it will enable the student to wait somewhat more patiently for 
the appearance of Mr. Whitmee’s long-promised Comparative 
Dictionary of the Polynesian Languages. 

The Minister for Postal Telegraphy will ask from the French 
Parliament the credits required for connecting by a cable Saigon 
to Hatfoug, the principal seaport of Tonquro, and Halfong to 
Hanoi by another line laid down in the bed of the Red River. 

At the Polytechnic, which is now occupied by a Young Men’s 
Christian Institute, there was recently an exhibition of drawings, 
and works of art and manufactures, executed wholly or in part 
by the members of the institute and the students at the numerous 
clauses held there. Most of the exhibits show proofs of the use¬ 
fulness and success of the institution. The exhibition included 
also many valuable works of art and a very costly and interest¬ 
ing collection of Japanese, Chinese, and Indian curiosities lent 
for the occasion by Mr. Quiutin Hogg and other friends of the 
institute. 

The Oxford University Junior Scientific Club held a very 
successful conversazione in the University Museum on Friday 
evening last. 

Prof, Dewar, F.R.S., will give an experimental discourse 
on the Chemistry of the Electric Discharge at the last Friday 
evening meeting on June 8 at the Royal Institution. 

The addition to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include two Pig-tailed Monkeys [Macacus ncmesttinus 
<J 9 ) from Sara\\ak, presented by His Uighne^ the Rajah of 
Sarawak ; an Egyptian Cat ( Felis ckaus) from India, presented 
by Mr. W. R. Glyn Griffiths ; three Common Kingfishers (Alcedo 
ispida), British, presented by Mr. Frederic Houghton ; a Barbary 
Ape ( Macacus inuus) from North Africa, four Elliot’s Pheasants 
[Phasianus cllioti <5 9 9 ) from China, five Ceylon Terrapins 
(Clemmys trijuga) from Ceylon, four Bungoma River Turtle 
{Emyda granosa) irom India, four Lscertine Snakes ( Cadopeltis 
lacertina) t a Horseshoe Snake {Zamcnis hippocrepis), a Pieurodcle 
^GV/t{Pleurodeles walti), South European, a Red-legged Partridge 
{Cuecab is rufa) t European, deposited; a BufFon’s Touracou 
(Corythaix buffoni) from West Africa, two Bronze-winged 
Parrots {Pionux c hah opttrus) from South America, two Varied 
Hemipodes {Turmx varia ) from Australia, two American 
Siskins ( Ckrysomitris trisits) from North America, two Black 
Larks {MdoHocorypha yellonensts) from Siberia, a Cerastes Viper 
{Vipera cerastes) from Egypt, purchased. 


LOCAL SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES 

T^OR some years past there has been a growing expres- 
* sion of desire of local scientific societies to be 
officially represented at the meetings of the British Asso¬ 
ciation. The question is one of considerable difficulty 
and delicacy, and though it has been the subject of fre¬ 
quent discussion and some legislation, no measure has 
yet been carried that is satisfactory to all parties. Last 
year the subject was referred to the Council, who ap¬ 
pointed a special committee, and this committee made 
on Tuesday its preliminary report. They asked in it for 
permission from the Council to.circulate the report among 
the local societies in order to obtain from them that re¬ 
sponse which is needed before the committee can feel 
themselves in a position to report finally, and a fortiori 
before the Council can take their report into considera¬ 
tion, This permission has been granted, together with 
that of free publication. A copy of the report will con¬ 
sequently be shortly sent to the various societies by the 
, Jfcretary, Mr. JL George Fordham, Odsey Grange, 
Aoyston, Cambridgeshire, with the request that their 


replies will be forwarded to him. But as the subject 
presses, and as the season is advancing and the annual 
sessions of societies are drawing to a close, the best 
method of bringing the report before the members oi 
those societies is through the columns of Nature. I 
therefore forward it at once. Francis GALTON 

June 6 

Preliminary Report of the ,# Local Scientific Societies' Com ■ 
mittee t consisting’ of Mr. Francis G alton (Chairman) t the 
Rev. Dr. Crosskey, Mr. C. E.*De Range, Mr. H. G. 
Fordham (- Secretary ), Mr. John Hopkinson, Mr. R. 
Meldola, Mr. A. Ramsay, Prof. Sollas, Mr. G. J. 
Symons, and Mr. W, Whitaker, appointed by the Council 
in compliance with the following resolution referred to the 
Council by the General Committee: 

“That the Council be empowered to appoint a Committee, 
as recommended in their Report adopted by the General Com¬ 
mittee on August 23, in order to draw up suggestions ujjon 
methods of more systematic observation and plans of operation 
for Local Societies, together with a more uniform mode of 
publication of the re-ults of their work. It is recommended 
that this Committee should draw up a list of Local Societies 
which publish their proceedings.'* 

The Committee have communicated with all the Societies 
known to them which appear to fill under the designation of 
u Local Societies which publish their proceeding-,*’ giving to 
this definition a somewhat liberal interpretation, and they submit 
a tabular list of the publications with other particulars of those 
which have furnished replies. These societies are about 170 
in number, and seem from their rules and publications to be 
centres whence local scientific information may conveniently be 
obtained. 

The Local Societies differ widely in character. Those which 
are established in large towns, and are not particularly well 
situated for carrying on systematic local investigations, are often 
of high scientific rank, and their affairs are administered in a 
buriness-like manner by a regular stuff. On the other hand, 
there are numerous smaller societies and field clubs, scattered 
over the country, which are excellently placed for conducting 
local investigations, but whose organisation is so incomplete that 
it has often been difficult to rib cover their official addresses. 

In some parts of the country the sm-dler societies either group 
themselves into what is practically a federation, or else affiliate 
thrmselves to some large society in their district, and the Com¬ 
mittee think that if ihe Local Societies generally could be induced 
to group them*elves round wdiat might be described as local sub¬ 
centres, it would not be difficult to devise methods of uniting the 
representatives of those sub-centres in the rerfunnance of in¬ 
teresting and important duties during the meetings of the British 
Association, with the final effect of establihing systematic local 
investigation throughout the country, and uniformity in the modes 
of publishing the results. The recommendations tne Committee 
are about to make wdl tend wholly in this direction, because, 
although they have considered many plans of fulfilling their 
iustruettoi $ in a direct manner that perhaps look w ell on paper, 
no plan rrcotomends itself to them as superior to this indirect 
method in its capacity of producing valuable and durable 
effects. 

The Committee do not suggest any new topics for systematic 
investigation, but confine themselves to giving a few examples of 
w hat these topics are, taken from a circular printed last year 
by a committee appointed at a conference of delegates of 
scientific societies : (1) Underground Waters (to record the height 
of water in wells, and its variations in level in different parts of 
the country). (2) Erratic Blocks (to record their position, height 
above sea, lithological character, &c,). <3) Underground Tempe¬ 
rature (to investigate the rote of its increase downwards in 
various localities). (4) Rainfall {its measurement). (5) Periodical 
Natural Phenomena (to record time of flowering of certain plants, 
arrival of certain migratory birds, appearance of certain insect*). 
(6) Injurious Insects (to record their appearance in unusual 
numbers, the injuries they cause, and the degrees of success in 
preventing them). The first three of these investigations were 
set on foot hy Committees of the British Association, and the 
last three by societies or private individuals. 

It can hardly be doubted that numerous systematic in¬ 
vestigations of a local character will from time to time be 
carried on, and that their successful prosecution would result 
in important gains to science* Neither does it appear doubtful 
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that the successful prosecution of such investigations by the 
smaller Local Societies would be greatly encouraged and 
facilitated by the general interest shown in their work by the 
more influential societies in their neighbourhood, by a watchful 
oversight, a readiness to dispuss and publish results, and by the 
personal influence of their leading members. The Committee 
offer V e recommendations they are about to make in the tru-t 
that, if the Council are pleased to publish them, they will serve 
to remind the more important Local Societies of the high and 
useful function they are able to perform by entering into friendly 
and helpful relations with the small and scittered societies of 
their respective districts, and by offering themselves as their 
scientific representatives wherever representation may be 
necessary. 

The Committee recommend that they be empowered to print 
and circulate among the Local Societies the following draft of 
suggested rule*;, to give an opportun ty to those societies of taking 
that initiative without which no action on the part of the Asso¬ 
ciation is likely to produce much effect. After the Committee 
have been informed of the views of these societies, they will be 
in a better position than they are at the present moment for 
appreciating at its true value the desire for cooperation which 
they believe to exist, They will also perhaps receive useful 
suggestions from the societies that have not occurred to them¬ 
selves, and they will probably be in a position to submit 
their final recommendations before the approaching annual 
meeting. 

"Suggested New Rules, the Existing Rules being 

ALTERED ACCORDINGLY. 

" Corresponding Local Societies, 

"Application maybe made by any society publishing scien¬ 
tific memoirs to be placed on the list of Corresponding Local 
Societies of the British Association. These applications must be 
addressed to the Secretary, nnd be made on or before the second 
day of the annual meeting, and they must be accompanied with 
a copy of the publications of the Society during the preceding 
year. 

"The Secretary shall transmit the c applications to a Com¬ 
mittee appointed by the Council for the purpose of considering 
them, as well as for that of keeping themselves generally informed 
of the annual work of the Corresponding Local Societies. This 
Committee shall mnke an animal report to the Committee of 
Recommendations, and shall suggest such additions or changes 
in the list as they may think desirable ; but the final determina¬ 
tion of the list will rest with the Committee of Recommendations 
subject only to the conditions—(i) Tlmt the number of Societies 
on the list shall not exceed that -which is prescribed by the 
Council; (2) ihat the intended removal of any Society from the 
list shall not take effect until immediately before the commence¬ 
ment of the next annual meeting. 

" The privileges of a Corresponding Local Society shall con¬ 
sist in—(a) The msertion in the Annual Report of the British 
Asiociation of an index, in such abbreviated form as the Council 
may sanction, of the titles of the scientific memoirs published by 
the Society during the previous year; (£) the right to nominate 
any one of its members, who is also a member of the British 
Association, as its delegate to the annual meeting of the Associa¬ 
tion, who shall have for the time the rights of a member of the 
General Committee. 

" Before the delegate can enter into his rights, he mu*t trans¬ 
mit to the Secretary of the British Association a copy of the 
publications during the previous year of the Society he re¬ 
presents. He must also fill up a schedule, that will be furnished 
to him by the Secretary on application. This schedule wi’l ask 
for— (a) The names of the President and chief executive officer 
of his Society ; (£) a list of the institutions, if any, in its neigh¬ 
bourhood with which it has official relations and whose interests 
it represents ; {c) a brief report on the character, number, and 
resnlu of any i-ystcmatic local observations carried on during the 
past year, either by itself or by any of the institutions on the 
foregoing list: (1) at the instance of Committees of the British 
Association, (2) at the instance of other Societies or private 
persons; (d) such other information # as may be thought 
desirable. 

" The delegates of the various Corresponding Local Societies 
shall constitute a Committee, which shall be summoned by the 
Secretary of the 1 Association to hold one or more meetings 
during each annual meeting of the Association, under a Chair¬ 
man and with a Secretary appointed by the Council. The 
Secretaries of each Section shall be instructed to transmit, to the 


Secretary of the Committee of Delegates copies of any recom¬ 
mendations forwarded by the Preridents of Sections to the 
Committee of Recommendations bearing upon matters in which 
the cooperation of Local Societies is desired ; and the Secretary 
to the Committee of Delegates shall invite the authors of those 
recommendations to attend the meeting of the Committee an 1 
give verbal explanations of their objects and of the precise way 
in which they would desire to have them carried into effect, and 
to discuss difficulties that may be raised by any member of the 
Committee, that the Delegates may be qualified on their 
return to bring those recommendations clearly and favourably 
before the notice of their respective Societies.'* 

The Committee believe that the distinction accorded to a 
Local Society through its selection and formal recognition by the 
British Association as one of its Corresponding Societies, the 
advantage of a widely-circulated notice of its work, in so im¬ 
portant a volume as the Report of the British Association, and 
the honourabla and useful duties assigned to its delegate, would 
give considerable value to the title. 

They also anticipate that a Local Society, which had asked Lt 
and received recognition os the representative centre for the lime 
being of the institutions in its district, would be thereby stimu¬ 
lated to exercise that very creditable and important function with 
increased zeal and efficiency. The result would be to strengthen 
the mutual relations of the larger and the smaller Local Societies, 
to insure the encouragement of any disposition to engage in 
systematic investigations, and to establish a practice of printing 
the scattered results obtained by the smaller Local Societies of 
any district in a consolidated form in the publications of their 
leading Society. 

Finally, the Committee believe that the annual meetings of 
the proposed Committee of Delegates, under the chairmanship 
of a distinguished member of the Association, would have large 
influence in harmonising the action of their several Societies, and 
that it would offer a facility that does not now exist for the 
natural and healthy growth of a federation between remote 
Societies which have no more direct bond of union than through 
the British Association. 


THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY 
'TTIE following are the leading points referred to in the Report 
A of the Astronomer Royal to the Board of Visitors of the 
Royal Observatory, Greenwich, read at the annual visitation on 
June 2. 

On the subject of Astronomical Observations Mr, Christie 
says :— 

" The regular subjects of observation are the sun, moon, 
planets, and fundamental stars, with other stars from a selected 
list. The working catalogue of 2500 stars down to the fifth 
magnitude having been cleared off, a new working list of 2C00 
stars, comprising all stars down to the sixth magnitude inclusive 
which had not been observed since 1860, has been prepared, and 
was brought into use at the beginning of March. About 1200 
stars were observed in 1S82, but amongst these there aie nearly 
500 single observations, necessitating careful comparison with 
catalogue place for the detection of any mistakes or observation 
or redaction. The labour thus entailed in considerable, and 
efforts will be made to obtain in this and each future year at 
least two observations of every star observed. 

" The following statement shows the number of observations 
with the transit-circle made in the year ending 1883, May 20: — 
Transits, the separate limbs being counted as 

separate observations . 4488 

Determinations of collimation error. 354 

Determinations of level error . 323 

Circle observations . 4485 

Determinations of nadir point (included in the 

number of circle observations). 298 

Reflection obi>ervations of stars (similarly in¬ 
cluded) . 484 

" Comet a 1882 has been observed seven times on the meri¬ 
dian since the date of the last Report, and Comet b 1882 lm< 
been observed three times. 

" As regards the computations— 

Clock times of transit over the true meridian 
after all corrections for instrumental errors 

are prepared to.1883, May 13 

Clock errors and rates are determined to ... May 5 
Mean R.A.'s on 1883, January 1, are formed 
to.... April 23 
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" The investigation of personal equations baa been completed 
for the year 1882, the results being very accordant with those 
found in the preceding year. 

"The circle observations are completely reduced so as to 
form mean N.P.D, for 1883, January 1 to April 21 , apparent 
Z.tVs being formed to April 28. 

"From the beginning of this year a correction of -o"‘39 
has been applied to the results of the nadir observation to make 
them agree in the mean with the resulis of reflection ot servations of 
stars. This correction has been deduced from a comparison of 
the nadir results throughout 1822 with corresponding reflection 
results for stars north and south of the 2cnuh, The discordance 
appears to be increasing, and its source has not yet been traced. 
It does not appear to originate on this occasion with the micro¬ 
scope-micrometer or telescope-micrometer, and it is not con¬ 
nected with the extension of the range of observation of stars 
by reflection. The discordance# which was insignificant in 1878, 
amounting only to has gradually increased since, being 

-o"*io in 1879, -o"*29 in 1880, -o"’30 in 1S81, -o"‘39 in 
1882, and for the first four months of this year -0^*58. 

" Determinations of flexure have been made on 1882, Decern* 
her 30, and 1883, May to and 18# the resulting values being 
-o"*o7 and -q" 78 and -o"*33. The observations on May 18 
were not altogether satisfactory, as the sun was shining during 
the hecond set of measures. The values resulting from the first 
and second sets respectively arc -o"72 and There is 

apparently nothing in the observations on May 10 to account 
for the exceptionally large value found on that day. No correc¬ 
tion for flexure, as apart from the correction for R - D, has been 
applied to the observations. 

" The correction for R - D, the error of assumed colaiitude, 
and the position of the ecliptic have been investigated for 1882. 
For the planetary results, errors of R.A. and N.P.D. have been 
formed, but the heliocentric errors have not yet been computed. 

" The reflection observations of stars available for investiga¬ 
tion of 1 he R-D discordance extend From Z.lb 7Jnorth to 
Z.D. 704*' south, and the discussion of these shows discordances 
steadily increasing from the zenith towards the horizon, and 
amounting to — F'58 for the group at Z.D. 68^ north and to 
+ i"*66 at Z.D. yo° south, a correction of 4o"‘l6 sin Z.D. 
having been first applied to the reflection observations for in¬ 
clination of the vertical at the mtreury trough. Lt is quite evi¬ 
dent that the discordances do not follow any such law, as a + b 
sin s , cos s s, which was used from 1862 to 1880. Assuming the 
law* a + b sin s t which was adopted in the years preceding 1862 
and in 1881> the R - 1 ) correction fur 1882 would be -f-o"*c>7 
+ o"‘ 4 2 sin ty and for the sake of continuity in the sys¬ 
tem of reductions this correction has been provisionally 
adop ed for use in 1882. But the discordances between 
this formula and the observed quantities increase regularly 
from the zenith towards the horizon, amounting to half of 
the observed auantities at Z. D. 50* to 60", The formula 
4 o rf, o8 4 * cr*29 tan % represents the observations better, 
though even this does not give sufficiently large results at large 
zenith distances. In this discussion co> responding reflection 
and direct observations made on the same day have alone been 
U ed. 

u The value found for the oolatitude from the observations of 
1882 is 38° 31' 2i"'93, very slightly larger than the assumed 
value ; the correction to the tabular obliquity of the ecliptic is 
+ o" 44; and the discordance between the results from the 
summer and winter solstices Ls + 0^37. 

** The mean error of the moon’s tabular R.A. from observa¬ 
tions with the transit-circle in 1882 is 4 0*82*. 

“The following observations have been made with the altazi¬ 
muth from x88a, May 20, to 1883, May ao 

Azimuths of the moon and stars.. ... 317 

Azimuths of the azimuth-mark . 228 

Azimuths of the collimating-mark . 216 

Zenith‘distances of the moon . 176 

Zenith-distances of the collimating-mark . 214 

** Azimuths and, zenith-distances of Comet b 1882 were 
observed on a single day. 

“ The altazimuth observations ore completely reduced to 
May 6, so as to exhibit errors of moon’s tabular R.A., N.P.D,, 
longitude, and ecliptic N.P.D. The restriction of the observa- 
tio s, and the limitation of the computations to o^ois. and o"’i 
have made these reductions comparatively tight. 

M The moon's diameter has been measured— 


With the transit-circle, twice in R, A,, 17 times in N.P.D, 
With the altazimuth# 4 times in azimuth# jo times in Z.D." 

On the subject of Equatoreals Mr. Christie states;—"A 
very valuable addition has been made to the instruments of the 
Royal Observatory by the gift of the I^sell twoTcet reflecting 
equatoreal, which has been generously presented by the Misses 
l.as^ell. The exceptional qualities of this fine telescope {with 
which Hyperion was discovered in 1848) are well known, and 
(here could be no hesitation in accepting on the part of the 
Admiralty the offer of fetich a valuable gift. The instrument 
was removed from Maidenhead early in March, and has been 
erected in the south ground, where it commands a nearly unob¬ 
structed view of the sky to within about 5" of the horizon. A 
circular building 30 feet in diameter, has been erected far Ihe 
Lassell telescope, and the construction of a suitable dome is 
authorised. There are two large mirrors available for use, and 
I contemplate taking advantage of the firm mounting and 
perfect clock movement of the south-east equatoreal to mount 
the spare minor on this instrument, attaching it to the tube of 
the refractor, so as to have on the *ame mounting a refractor 
aud reflector with their axes ] arallel. The former would be 
available for eye observation, whilst the latter could be used on 
the i-ume object for physical work, spectroscopic or photo¬ 
graphic. The I.assell telescope ibelf w*ould be well suited for 
observation of faint satellites and comets which are beyond our 
present instrumental mi ans. 

"The observatioi s of the solar eclipse of 1882, May 17, with 
the south-east equatoreal are completely reduced, and the final 
equations have been solved, 

"The spedroscopic observations during the past twelve 
months have been somewhat restricted through the pressure of 
the photographic reductions at a time of maximum of sunspot 
frequency. 1 he solar prominences have been ob-erved with the 
half prism spectroscope on eight days, and four sunspots have 
been examined on eight days with reference to the broadening 
of lines in their spectra. The s\ ectrum of the great spot of 
1882, November 12 25, showed some remarkable reversals of 
the lines of hydrogen and sodium, and an extraordinary displace¬ 
ment of the V line. 

“ As regards the determination of motions of stars in the line 
of sight, 142 mtasuics have been made of the displacement of 
the }• line in the s( ectra of 23 stars, and 26 u.ea-ures of the b x 
line in 9 ^tnrs. The observations of Sirius during the past 
w inter tend on the whole to confirm the impression that the rate 
of recession o f this ttar has diminished progrc>?ivcly since 1877, 
and that the motion is now on the point of being converted into 
one of approach. 

"The spectrum of Comet a 1882 w'as examined on three 
nights, that of the great Comet b 1882 on three nights, and 
that of Comet a 1883 on one night The spectrum of the firfct- 
nauied object showed the yellow sodium lines w ith great bril¬ 
liancy just before perihelion passage. The spectrum of the 
aurora of 1882, November 17, was also examined. 

"The spectroscopic observations of all kinds have been com¬ 
pletely reduced to 1883, May 20. 

11 In the year ending 1883, May 20, photographs of the sun 
have been taken on 200 days, and of these 339 have been 
selected for preservation. There were 7 day^ on which the 
sun’s disk was observed xo be free from spots. The number and 
size of spots and faculae continued to increase in a markrd u'ay 
till last November, when a group of spots of very unusual size 
appeared. Since that date, however, the sun has become more 
quiescent, 

" Since the beginning of December, gelatine dry plateB have 
been used instead of the old wet-plate procefes. They arc more 
convenient in use, and appear to ^ive as good average results. 
The photographs on a settle of 8 inches to the feun’s diameter 
recently obtained in India, under the auspices of the Solar 
Physics Committee, are so successful that ine Committee have 
recommended the general adoption of this rcale, and I propose, 
as soon as we have a spare pnotoheliograph returned from the 
Eclipse Expedition, to nave it altered in the same manner as the 
Indian photoheliograph, 90 as to obtain eight-inch photographs 
of the sun instead of four-inch. 

" It was suggested in the last Repott that the measurement of 
such of the Indian and other photographs as u ere required to 
fill up gaps in the Green* ich series might with advantage be 
undertaken here. This proposal has now been carried out, and 
U1 photographs for the period from 1881, December 22, to 
1882, October 19, have been received from the Solar Physics 
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Committee, so that a record of the condition of the sun on 279 
out of the 302 days in that interval is now presented. From 
1882 October 20, eight-inch photographs were taken in India, 
and for the measurement of these a special micrometer has been 
ordered of Messrs. Troughtort and Simms by the Solar Physics 
Committee. * 

41 Alt the photographs received from the Solar Physics Com¬ 
mittee have been measured in duplicate, and the measures have 
been co upleteiy reduced so as to exhibit heliographic longitudes 
■and latitude^ of spots, and areas of spots and faculse, from 18S1, 
December 22, to 1S82, October 19, the end of the series of four- 
inch photograph-. 

44 Magnetical Observations :— 

41 The course of obervation continues the ^amc a> in former 
years, changes in the magnetic declination, horizontal force, and 
vertical force being continuously recorded by photography with 
the three magnetometers, whilst absolute values of magnetic 
declination, dip, and h nizontal force are found by eye observa¬ 
tion. Earth-currents m two directions nearly at right angles to 
■each other nre als > photographically registered. 

44 A great improve aent has lieen made in the photographic 
registrttion by ihe subuitut'nn in June last of Morgan and 
Kidd's argentic-^elatino-b.omide paper with ferrous oxalate 
development for the old photographic process. 

44 The large temperature correcti m of the veiticil force 
magnet has been reduced 10 le-s than one-fourth of its former 
amount by some alteration^ which were carried out by Mr. Simms 
last autumn. The effect of these alterations has been to reduce 
the correction for change of 1 3 Fahrenheit from o‘OonS8 of the 
vertical force to about 0 00020. The c efficient, ha-, however, 
still the opposite si^n to that which would result from mere loss 
of magnetic power with increase of temperature. It is intended 
to make an attempt to still further diminish the temperature cor¬ 
rection by shifting the magnet in its carrier so as to reduce the 
horizontal stalk and balance weight. 

“It was remarked in the last Report that the earth-current 
register- frequ:nily *h >wcd abnormal disturbance during rain. 
By the kuulue s of Mr. Eemard (the succe sor to the late Mr. 
C. V. Walker, as telegraph engineer of ihe S mlh-Eastern Rail¬ 
way), the wiivs were repaired in February, and the rain disturbance 
seem* now to have disappeared. 

44 The following arc the principal results for magnetic elements 
for 1882:- 


Approximate mean westerly 
declination . 


Mean horiz mtal force 


•••( 


18* 22'. 

3*913 (in English units). 
I *804 (in metric units). 


Mean dip 


( 67 33 33 (by Q-inch needles). 
< 67 34 34 (by 6-inch needles). 
( 67 34 14 (by 3-inch needles). 


“ There has Iveen considerable magnetic activity during the 
year, the month of November, which was characterised by the 
appearance of a very large sunspot, being particularly disturbed 
with remarkable magnetic storms on November 17, 19, and 20, 
and many interesting cases of lesser disturbance. The magneti- 
col changes in November are so interesting in relation to the 
-accompanying outburst of sunspots that it seems desirable to 
have the regi'ters for a great part of the month as well as for 
other days of uingnetic disturbance in the year lithographed in 
the ‘Greenwich Magnetical Results for 1882* on a reduced 
scale. The character of a disturbance would, 1 think, he much 
better shown by a reproduction of the curves traced on thf 
photographic sheets than by tables of numerical values oe 
ordinates. 1 am making inquiries as to the practicability of 
using some anastatic process, which would not be very expensive, 
** The magnetic disturbances on October 2 and November 17 
were accompanied by brilliant aurorax. 

* l Particulars of magnetic disturbances are regularly communi¬ 
cated io the Colliery Guardian newspaper for the information of 
mining surveyors. 
u Meteorological Observations 1— 

14 On the occasion of the gale of 1882, October 24, a velocity 
of 64 miles an hour was registered with Robinson’s anemometer 
fox two successive hours, being greater than any velocity pre¬ 
viously recorded here, but the greatest pressure registered w ith 
the chatu was only 29 lbs on the square foot, whilst on 1882, 
April 29, a pressure of 49} lb$. was recorded with the copper wire 
at a time when the velocity wai> only 50 miles an hour. 


14 The observations of temperature of the Thames have recently 
been resumed under the charge of the Corporation of London^ 
who have instructed Mr. G. J. Symons to arrange details. The 
observation < are now made at the c id of one of the jetties of the 
Foreign Cattle Market at Deptford, where a record is to he kept 
(by means of two Six’s thermometers) of the daily maximum and 
minimum temperatures of the Thames at a depth of 2 feet below 
the surface, and also near the bottom of the river. Mr. Symons 
has arranged that these observations shall lx regularly communi¬ 
cated to the Royal Observatory to be included in the meteoro¬ 
logical tab e published weekly in the Re jixtrar-General's Report*. 

“The mean temperature of the year 1882 was 49 D, 6, being 
o 0, i lower than the average. The highe-t air temperature was 
8i°*o on August 6, and the lowest 22^*2 cm Decern her u. The 
mean monthly temperature was above the average from January 
to May, then below until September. In October, November* 
and December it differed little from the average. 

14 The mean daily motion of the air in 1882 was 306 milts* 
being 27 miles greater than the average For the month of 
November the mean daily mo 1 inn was 449 mile 1 , being 159 
miles above the average. The greatest daily motion was 75 * 
miles on November 4, and the lea t 30 miles on December 11. 
As already mentioned, the greatest hourly velocity was 64 miles 
an hour, and the greatest pressure (with the chain) 29 lbs, on 
October 24. 

“During the year 1882 Osier's anemometer showed an 
excess of 11 revolutions of the vane in the positive direction 
N,, E. f S., W., N., if all th* turnings are counted (as has been 
the practice in former years); or of 23 revolutions in the 
poaitive direction if the turning* which are evidently accidental 
are excluded. 

“The number of hour* of bright sunshine recorded by Camp¬ 
bell’s suivdtine instrument during 1882 was 1245, which is more 
than 40 h uir- above the average of the 5 preceding years. 

“The rainfall in 1882 was 25*2 inches, being very slightly 
above the average. 

“The Westminster clock has maintained its high character, 
its errors having been under is. on 66 per cent, of the days of 
observation, between Is. and 2a. on 25 per cent., between to. 
and 33, on 6 per cent., and between 3s. and 4s. on 3 per cent. 
The error has never exceeded 4s. 

Mr. Christie concludes as follows :— 

“ The changes suggested in the )«-»t Report have been carried 
out, and will, I trust, tend to increase the efficiency of the 
Observatory. The restriction of the altazimuth observations of 
the moon to the semi-lunation from last quarter to first quarter 
has enabled u > to devote more attend in to equatoreal uoservations, 
thou/h the results hitherto obtained have been somewhat limited 
through the inadequacy of our instrumental means. The pre¬ 
sentation of the LasseT telescope has now removed this difficulty, 
and when tilts fine instrument is in working order we may 
hope to lie able to take up with success observations of 
comets, fnint satellites, and other objects of interest. In regard 
to the spectroscopic observations we have now two observers 
available, and it may be expected that in the coming year we 
*hiill reap the full benefit of the arrangement by which Mr. Nash 
takes a share in this work. 

“In solar photography we have undertaken the measurement 
and redaction of Indian photographs, supplementing those taken 
at Greenwich from the commencement of 1882. The Solar 
Physics Committee propose to undertake the arrears of this 
work for preceding years. 

44 In Nome slight degree the past year has been one of tran¬ 
sition and of preparation for future work. Some administrative 
changes have been made, and the observer# have been gaining 
experience in some new directions; but the regular course or 
observation and reduction has not been disturbed, and it has 
been my special endeavour to maintain the standard meridian 
observations in full vigour—a task in which I have received the 
hearty cooperation of all the staff, 

44 In regard to the coming year, I may mention one special 
work of meteorological reductions which it seems desirable to 
take in hand. The hourly ordinates of barometer and thermo¬ 
meter registers have been read out and tables of mean values 
formed for the 20 years of the meteorological reductions, and also 
year by year since 1877 j but there is a gap of three years for the 
barometer (1874-1876), and of 8 years for the thermometer 
(1809-1876), for which the photographs have not been dis- 
cus^ed. The continuity of the Greenwich series is thus broken, 
and the results are not available to their full extent. The dis* 
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mission which I contemplate for the years in question would 
probably occupy one computer few a year and a half, involving 
on outlay of about 70/.” 

ON THE DARK PLANE WHICH IS FORMED 
OVER A HEATED WIRE IN DUSTY AIR 1 

IN the course of his examination of atmospheric dust as 
1 rendered evident by a convergent beam from tbe electric 
arc, Prof, Tyndall noticed the formation of streams of dust-free 
air rising from the summits of moderately heated solid bodies 
{jfyvc. Key* Inst, 1 y<jJ, Vi. p. 3, 1870). “To study this cftect a 
platinum wire was stretched across the beam, the two ends of 
the wire being connected with the two poles of a galvanic 
battery. To regulate the strength of the current a rheostat was 
placed in the circuit. Beginning with a feeble current, the 
temperature of the wire was gradually augmented ; but before it 
reached the heat of ignition, a flat stream of air rose from it, 
which, when 1 »okcd at edgeways, appeared darker and sharper 
than one of the blackest lines of Fraunhofer in the solar spec¬ 
trum, Right and left of this dark vertical band the floating 
matter rose upwards, bounding definitely the non-luminous 
stream of air. ” , . . 

“When the fire is white hot it sends up a band of intense 
darkness. This, I t,ay, is due to the destruction of the floating 
matter. But even when its temperature does not exceed 
that of boiling water, the wire produces a dark ascending 
current. This, I say, is due to the disttibutwn of the floating 
matter. Imagine the wire clasped by the mote-filled air. My 
idea is that it heats the air and lightens it, without in the same 
degree lightening the floating matter. The tendency, therefore, 
is to s'art a current of clean air through the mote-filled air. 
Figure the motion of the air all round the wire. Looking at its 
transverse section, we should see tbe air at the bottom of the 
wire bending round it right and left in two branch currents, 
ascending its sides, and turning to fill the partial vacuum created 
above the wire. Now as each new supply of air, filled with its 
motes, corner in contact with the hot w ire, the clean air, as just 
stated, is first started through the inert motes. They are dragged 
after it, but there is a fringe of cleansed air in advance of the 
motes. The two purified fringes of the two branch currents 
Unite above the wire, and, keeping the motes that once belonged 
to them right and left, they form by their union the dark band 
observed in the experiment. This process L inee-sanl. Alw ays, 
the moment the mote filled air touche* ihe wire, the distribution 
is effected, a permanent dark band being thus produced. Could 
tOe air and the particles under the wire pass through its mass, we 
should have a vertical current of particle?, but no dark band. 
For here, though the u otes would be left behind at starting, they 
would hotly follow- the ascending current, and thus aboli-h the 
darkness. M 

Frof. FVankland (/Vw, Roy. Sor., vol. xxv. p. 542), on the 
other hand, considers that what is proved by the al>ove described 
observations is that “ ft very large proportion of the suspended 
particles in the London atmosphere consists of water ami other 
volatile liquid or solid matter. w 

Last summer ft 881) I repeated and extended Tyndall’.-, beautiful 
experiment, not feeling satisfied with the explanation of the dark 
plane given by the discoverer. Too much stress, it appeared to 
me, is placed upon the relative lightening of the air by heat. 
The original den-ity is probably not more than about i/ioooth 
part of that of the particles, and it is difficult to see hew a slight 
further lightening could produce so much effect. In other 
respects, too, the explanation was not clear to me. At the same 
time I was not prepared to accept Frol. Fnmkland’s view that 
the foreign matter is volatilised. 

Tbe atmosphere of smoke was confined within a box (of 
about the size of a cigar-box), three of the vertical sides of 
which were composed of plates of gloss. A beam of sunlight 
reflected into the darkened room from a heliostat was rendered 
convergent by a large lens of somewhat long focus, and made to 
pass in Its concentrated condition through the box. The third 
gfos side allowed the observer to see what was going cm inside. 
It could he removed when desired so a* to fecilitate the intro¬ 
duction of smoke. The advantages of the box are twofold. 
With fes aid much thicker smoke may be used than would be 
convenient in an open room, and it is more easy to avoid 

at the Royal Society, lumbar a*. 1 «4, by Lord 
S, Professor of Experimental Physics in the University 


draughts which interfere greatly with the regularity of the 
phenomena to be observed. Smouldering brown paper was 
generally used to produce the smoke, but other substances, such 
as sulphur and phosphorus? have been tried. The experiment 
was not commenced until the smoke was completely formed and 
had cjuic nearly to rest In some respects the most striking 
results were obtained from a copper blade about i-iach brood, 
formed by hammering flat one end of a htout copper rod, The- 
plane of the blade was horizontal, and its length was in the line 
of sight. The unhammered end of the rod projected from the 
box, and could be warmed with a spirit-lamp. The dark plane 
was well developed. At a moderate distance above the blade it 
is narrow, sometimes so narrow as almost to render necessary a 
magnifying glass; but below, where it attaches itself to the 
blade, it widen* out to the full width, as shown in the figure. 



Whether the heated body be a thin blade Or a cylindrical rod, 
the fluid \ asse* round the obstacle according to the electrical 
law of flow, the stream-lines in the rear of the obstacle being of 
the same form as in front of it. This peculiarity of behaviour 
is due to the origin of the motion being at the obstacle itself, 
especially at iis hinder surface. If a stream be formed by other 
means, and impinge upon the same obstacle without a difference 
of temperature, the motion is of a different character altogether, 
and eddies are formed in the shadow. 

The difference of temperature necessary to initiate these 
motions with this dark plan*? accompaniment is in significant. On 
July 20, 1881, a glass rod, about L-inch in diameter, was em¬ 
ployed. It was heated in a spirit-lamp, and then inserted in the 
smoke-box. The dark plane gradually became thinner as the 
rod cooled, but could be followed w ith a magnifier for a long 
time. While it was still quite distinct the experiment was 
stopped, and on opening the box the glass rod was found to be 
scarcely warmer than the finger*. It was almost impossible to 
believe that the smoky matter had b*en evaporated. 

In order to test the matter more closely, smoke was slowly 
forced through a glass tube heated near the end pretty strongly 
by a spirit-lamp, and then allowed to emerge into the concen¬ 
trated sunshine. No distinct attenuation of the smoke could be 
detected even under this treatment. 

It is not necessary to dwell further upon these considerations, 
as the question may be regarded as settled by a decisive experi¬ 
ment tned a few days later. 1 he glass rod before u ed was 
cooled in a mixture of >ali and ice, and after wiping was placed 
ifi the box. In a short time a dark plane extending downward? 
from the rod, clearly developed itself and persisted for a long 
while. Thi* result not merely shows that the dark plane is not 
due to evaporation, but als > excludes any explanation depending 
upon an augmentation in the difference of densities of fluid and 
foreign matter, 

The experiment was varied by using a (J-lube through which 
cooled water could be made to flow. When the water was not 
very cold the appearances were much the fame as with the solid 
rod; but when by means of salt and ice the tube was cooled 
still further, a curious complication presented itself. Along the 
borders of the dark plane the smoke appeared considerably 
brighter than elsewhere. Sometimes when the flow was not 
very regular it looked at first as if the dark plane had been 
replaced by a bright one, but on closer examination the dark 
plane could be detected inside. There seems no doubt but that 
the effect is caused by condensation of moisture upon the smoke 
due to the chilling which the damp air undergoes in passing 
close to the cold obstacle. Where the fog forms more light is 
scattered, hence tbe increased bright*^ia. That the fog should 
not form within the smoke-free plane itself is what we might 
expect from the interesting observations of Aitkeu, 

with respect to the cause of die formation of the dark plane, 
the most natural view would seem to be that the relatively dense 
particles are thrown outwards by centrifugal force as the mixture 
flows in curved lines round the obstacle. Even wheu the fluid 
is at rest a gradual subsidence must take place under the action 
of gravity: but this effect could at first only manifest itself at 
the top where the upper boundary of the gas prevents the 
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entrance of mor« dust from above. It is known that air in a 
closed space will gradually free itself from dust, but the observa- 
tion of a thin dust-free stratum at the top of the vessel is difficult. 
If we conceive a vessel full of dusty air to i« set into rapid rota¬ 
tion, the dust might be expect^, to pass outward* in all direc* 
tions from the axis, along which a dust-free line would form 
itself, I have tried thin experiment, hut looking along the axis 
through the glass top of the vessel, I could see no sign of a dark 
line, so long as the rotation was uniform. When, however, the 
vessel was stopped, a column of comparatively amoke-free air 
developed itself along the axis. This 1 attributed to the forma¬ 
tion 01 an inward flow along the top of the vessel, combined with 
a downward flow along the axis after the manner described and 
explained by Prof. James Thomson, ko that the purified air had 
been in intimate proximity with the solid cover. It would almost 
seem as if this kind of contact was sufficient to purify the air 
without the aid of centrifugal fo-ce. 

The experiments made hitherto in order to elucidate this ques¬ 
tion have given no decisive result. If the thin convex blade 
already spoken of be held in the smoke-box in a vertical instead 
of in a horizontal plane, the lines of motion are much less curved, 
and we might expect to eliminate the influence of centrifugal 
force. I have not succeeded in this way in getting rid of the 
dark plane; but since under the magnifier the curvature nf the 
motion was stilt quite apparent, no absolute conclusion can be 
drawn. 


ON THE MORPHOLOGY OF THE PITCHER 
OF if CEPHALOTUS FOLLICULAR/S 1,1 

THF, brief, but most interesting, memoir on this subject read 
A by Prof. Alexander Dickson before the botanical Society 
of Edinburgh on March io, 1881, was the first to throw any 
clear light upon the obscurity which had previously enveloped 
it. The conclusions at which he arrived seemed to be fully sus¬ 
tained by the facta which he then published ; but since there are 
still botanists who do not fully accept those conclusions, any 
independent evidence bearing upon the problem of the morpho- 
logy of these curious pitchers may be worth recording. 

The publication of Prof. Dickson's memoir caused me to watch 
the growth of my plants of Cepbalotus wiih increased interest. 
From time to time abn jrinal leaves have made their appearance, 
which .seemed to aff >rd more or less support to the views which 
the Professor entertained. Thu spring one of my plants has 
developed a leaf the growth of which I have watched. When 
this leaf first beemie visible it bore no indication of being other 
than an ordinary leaf of the plant, but its upper surface sooi 

exhibited ft sOrftPwHlll thriuMllMl flnruk4rdtlr'4 IILa tViat nf a 1 An 


appearance, like that of a leaf 
ides. It suon became evident 


exhibited a somewhat shrivelled ap 

distorted by the action of Aphids, n »uwi ucuamc cviucm 
that this disturbance was but the commencement of the process of 
pouching described by IVof. Dickson. That which at first ap¬ 
peared t ) be a mere distortion of the surface of the leaf soon 
deepened into a considerable depression, which became more 
considerable day by day until the leaf reached the condition 
represented in my figures 1, 2, and 3. Fig. 1 represents the 
upper, 2 the lateral, and 3 the inferior surface of thi> leaf. 

From the beginning of its growth a was the unmistakable, some¬ 
what cuspidate apex of the leaf, as it was aho the distal end of 
tlu prominent ciliated ridge, 6 , the obvious precursor of the 
middle dor-al wing, which forms so conspieu ms a feature of the 
normal pitcher. It will be seen in Fig, 2 that this ridge only 
extends downwards to the point c t whilst d was evidently the 
fundus of the enlarging pouch, relations which approximate 
closely to what characterise these portions of the perfect pitcher. 
On the under surface of the leaf (Fig, 3) we find this middle 
wing extending downward* from a, flicked on either side by a 
smaller, slightly curved ridge, also ciliated, the two unquestion¬ 
ably representing the lateral wings of the normal organism. It 
is perfectly clear that the peripheral outlines of the figure* 1 and 
3 repre^nt the true primary margins of the leaf from the point a 
to the base of the petiole r. The upper half of this margin is 
abundantly ciliated, the hairs becoming more scanty as we 
approach the lower half of the leaf, 

Fijs, x and 2 show the form of what otfviounly represents the 
lid, / of the true pitcher. In its essential features it accords with 
those figured by Prof. Dickson, who correctly recognised its true 
homology. As in his Fig. 5, this lid is two-lobed, its central 
indentation, separating two triangular lobes. This arrange* 

F,R,S -’ Pro<w of Bo ‘“ r 


ment corresponds substantially with what exists in the normal 
pitcher, only in the latter the lobes are large and rounded instead 
of being small and triangular. The free margin of this rudi¬ 
mentary lid is abundantly ciliated, as in the perfect pitchers. 

Thus far my specimen only confirms and illustrates the con¬ 
clusions arrived at by Prof. Dickson, viz* that the pitcher is 
merely a depression in the upper surface of the leaf, of which 
the petiole e is identical morphologically with the terete petiole 
of the true pitcher, whilst the lid, /, is on outgrowth of the 



Fig t. 


Fig. *. 


upper surface of the leaf f.om the proximal margin of that 
depression. 

Prof. Dickson was not able to decide with absolute certainty 
which part of the matured normal pitcher represented the primary 
apex of the leaf. In his abnormal specimens, as in mine, that 
apex coincided with the apex a of the middle dorsal wing. As 
U well known, in the perfect pitcher the entrance into the 
pitcher is bounded by a thick, involuted, toothed rim, to which 
the apical point of the dorsal wing is external. The Professor 


a 



e 


Fig. 3. 

was uncertain whether the apex a of the wing Coincided with 
the true apex of the leaf, or whether that apex fe hidden in the 
involuted margin of the pitcher. He inclines, however, towards 
the former view, and I have the conviction that he la right. The 
two ciliated margins, d a\ of Fig. 1, are obviously the two 
lateral margins of the anterior portion of the normal leaf, de¬ 
monstrating clearly that the point a is It* apex. In the true pitcher 
these margins have lost their elite, a few prominent teeth being 
substituted for them, and become thickened at their inner side 
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by the development of the rounded and ribbed involuted border. 
It appears clear to me that this thick involuted structure is an out* 
growth from the upper surface of the leaf, and v hich crossed the 
base of the cuspidate apex, a, without materially modifying it; 
aud as it developed in a similar manner round the base of the 
distal surface of the lid / g f it contracted that base so as to reduce 
the attachment of the Ud to the pitcher to very small dimensions. 
If the explanation is as correct as 1 believe it to be, the apex a 
of the middle dorsal w ing is aho the true apex of the leaf, whilst 
the involuted margin of rt e pitcher and the whole of its Ud are 
equally outgrowths from its upper surface. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Oxford, —In a Convocation to be held in the Sheldonian 
Theatre on Wtdnesday, June 13, nt twelve o’clock, it will be 
proposed to confer the degree of D.C.L. honoris oattsd upon 
Lord Rayleigh, M.A., F. R.S., Professor of Experimental 
Physics and Honorary Fellow of Trinity College, Cam bridge, 
and Sir Frederick A. Abel, K.C.B., F.K.S, 

In a Convocation held on June 5 the following decree was 
submitted to the House ;—“That the Curators of the University 
chest be authorised to expend a sun* not exceeding 10,000/. in 
the erection of a lahoratuiy, working-room, and Iecture*room for 
the Waynflete Professor of Physiology, and in providing fixtures, 
warming apparatus and gas for the saine, 1 ’ which was carried 
by 88 to 85. 

Cambridge. —The Geological Museum Syndicate recommend 
the combination of a new chemical laboratory w ith the Sedgwick 
Geological Museum, and l>elieve that no better site will be avail¬ 
able than the Downing Street frontage. They have asked per- 
misbion to obtain plans and estimates in accordance w ith this 
proposal. 

The Special Board for Medicine recommend the combination 
of the subjects of botany and comparative anatomy, now taken 
in the 1st and 2nd M.B. respectively, into one—elementary 
biology, which is to include much less than the two separate 
subjects. They propo>e that chemistry and physics in the 1st 
M.B. may be taken at a distinct period from the elementary 
biology, If candidates prefer it, and also that hun an anatomy 
and physiology in the and M.B. may be taken at a distinct time 
from pharmacy and pharmaceutical chemistry. They also pro¬ 
pose to discontinue classifying candidates, u hich has only been 
adopted of late year?, and to publish merely alphabetical lists. 

The university Local Lectures in populous centres have during 
the past winter, as usual, included numetous courses on science 
subjects, including chemistry and electricity, by Messrs. C. M. 
Thompson and S. L. Hart; Europe in Prehistoric Times, by 
Mr, J. E. Marr ; Geology and Physical Geography, by Mr. 
W. W. Watts; Physics of the Earth, by Prof. Teall, &c. 

London.— On Tuesday afternoon last a large number of the 
friends of the medical education of women met at the Ladies’ Medi¬ 
cal College in Brunswick Square at the ceremony of presenting the 
prizes to the successful students of that institution. Countess 
Granville presided, and in the course of the proceedings Mr. 
Stansfeld, M.P., referred to the financial condition of the college 
as satisfactory, Two gentlemen from India spoke on the recent 
movement in Bombay to secure qualified medical women for that 
country, and referred to the immense value of a knowledge of 
medicine as an adjunct to missionary effoit Mrs. Garrett- 
Anderson. M.D„ as Dean of the College, supplied some sta¬ 
tistics of its progress, and Mrs. Fawcett, in proposing a vote of 
thanks to Countess Granville, dwelt on the assistance which the 
movement for placing a medical training within reach of women 
had received from Earl Granville in his capacity as Chancellor 
of the University of London. 

With a view to encourage the study of veterinary science, the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has resolved to offer two prizes 
—one of 50/, and the other of 20/.—for competition by holders 
of Agricultural Scholarships from Bengal, studying in the Royal 
Agricultural College, Cirencester, 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

Tjt* Amtrkan Journal of Scitua, No. 149, May, 1883, 
^Observations of the transit of Venus, December 6, 1882, 
at Princeton, New jersey, and South Hadley, Massachusetts, 


by Prof. C. A. Young. Two fcets of measurement of 
the planet’s diameter, and none spectroscopic ohstivations 
were made by the author and Mr. McNeill. During the 
transit 191 photographs were taken by Prof. Biackett and 
assistants. Of these 40 were fmt claw, 30 woi thiefs, the 
rest of all grades of excellence. The planet's atmosphere Was 
seen by all obtervers at Princeton. But no satellite, spots, or 
marks were detected upon the planet’s disk,—Nows on the 
occurrence of certain minerals in Amelia County, Virginia, by 
Wm. K. Fontaine. These have been brought to light during 
the excavations earned on for some years past for the purpose 
of obtaining mica. They are chiefly feldspar, 1 eryl, fluorite, 
colurobite, garnet, orthitc, inicrolite, monazite, and helvite.—On 
the surface limit or thickness of the continental glacier in New 
Jersey and the adjacent States, by J. C. Smock.—Contributions 
to the geological chemistry of Yellowstone National Park, by 
F. Leflmann and W. Beam.—Notes on American earthquakes, 
with records from June, 1879, to end of December, 1882, by 
Prof. C. G. Rock wood.—A four years' record of earthquakes 
in Japan, studied in their relation to the weather and seasons, by 
Dr, Thoa. H. Streets, U.S. Navy. The shocks are tabulated, 
with remarks on the state of the barometer and temperature. 
Three charts show the relation between the height of the baro¬ 
meter and the earthquakes.—Observations on the fossils of 
the metamorphic rocks of Bernardston, Mass., by R. P. Whit¬ 
field.— On De Candolle’s “Origin of Cultivated Plants," with 
annotations upon certain American species, by Asa Gray and 
J. Hammond Trumbull (part ii.). 

Annalcn dcr Physikund Chrmie , 1883, No. 5.— Experimental 
researches on the elliptical polarisation of light by reflection from 
surface-coloured bodies, with ten illustrations, by Julius Meike). 
—A new radiometer, described and figured by C. Bauer.—The 
radiation of rock-salt under various temperatures, by the same 
author.—On the generation of heat in the absorption of ga e^ by 
solids and fluids, with illustration, by P. Chappub.—Some 
remarks on the action of air condensed on glass surfaces, by W. 
Voigt.—On the theory of the longitudinal impact of cylii drical 
lods, by the «ame author.—Observations on the action of quick¬ 
silver drops falling in thermometrical talcs by Pnul Volkmann. 
—On the galvanic resisting-power of psilomelan, by Hugo 
Meyer. —Remarks on W. Siemens' theory of luminosity, by W. 
Hittorf.—On a hitherto unrecorded phenomenon act com | anying 
electric discharge?, with three illustrations, by Heinrich Hertz. 
—On the action of platinum, palladium, gold, coal, ami alu¬ 
minium in nitro-muriatic acid, by Carl From me.—On the dyna¬ 
mometrical method of determining the ohm, by J. Frohlich.-— 
On the measurement of local variations in terrestrial magnetic 
horizontal intensity, by F. Kohlramch.—Researches in the 
electromagnetic phenomena of rotation, with three illustration*, 
by Friedrich Koch.—Experiments in connection with the theory 
of the Nobili-Gu^bhard rings, by W. Voigt.—Measurement of 
the diminution of sound in the telephone, by K. Vierordt.—On 
electric undulatory movement?, with illustration, by A. Overbeck. 
—On the selective absorption of solar energy, with two plates, by 
S. P, Langley.—Remarks on C. Bohn’s treatise on “Absolute 
Dimensions,” by Paul Volkmann.—An account of Foucault’s 
experiment with the pendulum, by A. Schuller. 

No. 6.—On the measurement of the refractive relations of 
coloured fluids, with four illustrations, by C. Cbrisliamen. — On 
the determination of the power of emission and adoration of 
heat in bodies, by the same author.—Observations on Norman 
Lockyer’a theory’ of dissociation, by Hermann W, Vogel—Re¬ 
searches on the variation of temperature in the pole-plates of a 
voltameter during the transmission of electric current?, with two 
illustrations, by I* Edlund,—Carl Fromme’s electrical investiga¬ 
tions (continued): Experiments on the condensation and absorp¬ 
tion of hydrogen by platinum and palladium ; rAwWand further 
explanation of the results contained in the two previous sections. 
—Remarks on A. KtradPn treatise on 44 The Optical Action of 
Quartz in the Electric Field ,** by W, C. Rtintgen.—On ?ome 
experiments with static electricity, with numerous illustrations, 
by V. Dyor&k.—Some remarks on the unipolar conduction of 
solid bodies, by F. Braun.—On the elliptical polarisation of the 
heat rays reflected by metals, by H, Knobiamk.—On the fluor¬ 
escence of the vapour of iodine, by E. Lommel—On the ther¬ 
modynamic equilibrium of vs pour mixtures, by Max Planck,— 
On some modification! of the pyknometer, by G. W. A. KahL 
baum.—On the selective absorption of solar energy (continued), 
with fresh observations on the invisible pri* malic spectrum, 
by S. P. Langley. 
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The BeibUUUr to part 4 contains paj>ers on the necessity of 
introducing certain modifications into the study of mechanics, 
eliminating diverse problems from them, by Yvon Villar- 
ceau.—On the influence of temperature on manifestations of 
molecular energy, by A. Millar.—On the inner pressure and 
energy of mperheated vapours* by G. Schmidt. 

Journal de Ph)sique Thiarique it Appliquk, A pul, 1883.— 
Methods for determining the ohm, by Marcel BrilUmin,— On the 
solidification of phosphorus and other substances in superfusion, 
by M. I). Gerne7.—On the theory of colourless curves in double 
refractive crystals, by J. Mace de Lepinay,— A new hygrometer 
condensing internally, described and figured by A. Crova.—A 
new electrocapillnry translator, described and figured by E. 
Debnm.—On the reading of a system of two electrodynamic 
machines, by A. Potier. 

Revue Internationale des Sciences, February, 1883, contains 
articles t— On the contagiousness of tubercle.—On the Khouds, by 
£lie Reclus.—On the dangerous properties of finely-divided 
coal-dust, by Prof. Abel. — On the adulteration of food in Paris, 
by M. Egns.se.—Medical anthropometry from the point of view 
of aptitude for military service, by M. Jansen.—Proceedings of 
the Academy of Sciences, Paris, 

Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal , Vol. li. Part II, 
No. 4, 1882, contains :—On a new species of Hippfirchia from 
the North-West Himalayas, by Major G F. I.. Marshall.—Notes 
and drawings of the animals of various Indian land mollusca, by 
Lieut.-Col, II. H. Godwin-Austin (PI. 5). —Some further results 
of sun-thermometer observations, with reference to atmospheric 
absorption and the supposed variation of solar heat, by H. F. 
BUnford. 

Th % Archives des Sciences Physique et Naturel/es for March 
contains papers by M. Schneebeli, 011 the determination of the 
absolute capacity of nune condensers in electromagnetic mea¬ 
surement ; by Raoul Gautier, on the great comet of .September, 
1882 ; by Pr. Julius Maurer, on the theory of the atmospheric 
absorption of solar radiation.—M. Casimir de Candolle has an 
interesting biographical notice of tht eminent naturalist Emile 
Plantamour. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 
London 

Royal Society, April 19.—“On the Limiting Thickness of 
Liquid Films.By A. W. Reinold, M.A., Professor of Physics 
in the Royal Naval College, Greenwich, and A. W. Rucker, 
M.A., Professor of Physics in the Yorkshire College, Leeds. 

The previous investigations of the authors have shown that 
the specific electrical resistance of a soap film thicker than 
374 x io J mm. is independent of the thickness, and that the 
composition of films formed of M. Plateau's “ liquide glyc&rique ” 
may be largely altered by the absorption or evaporation of 
aqueous vajxmr which attend# even .-light changes in the tem¬ 
perature or hygromelric state of the air {Phil. Trans . Part II, 
(881, P. 447)- 

In the present paper they describe a modified form of the 
apparatus which they previously employed. The glass case in 
which the films are produced is suirounded by water, and addi¬ 
tional precautions are adopted for maintaining the aqueous 
vapour within it at the tension proper to the liquid of which the 
films are formed. These changes have entailed considerable 
alterations in details, but the main features of the apparatus 
remain unaltered. The new form, however, possesses the im¬ 
portant advantage that the temperature and hygrometric state of 
the air in contact with the films can be kept perfectly constant 
during the progress of the experiments. With this apparatus a 
number of mea-ure^ have been made of the electrical resistance 
of films which have thinned sufficiently to show the black of the 
find order of Newton’s rings. To deduce the thickness from the 
resistance, it is necessary to assume that the specific resistance 
of the films is the same as that of the liquid in mass. The 
authors' previous experiments do not enable them to assert the 
truth of this assumption for such thin films^and it was therefore 
important to ascertain by an independent method whether it 
might be taken as approximately true. 

For this purpose Wween fifty and sixty plane films were 
formed in a glass tube 400 mm. long and 18 mm. in inter* 
nal diameter. The tube was closed by pieces of plate glass 
and placed in the path of one of the interfering rays in a Jamin's 


“interferential refractomcter." When the films had become 
black, a known number were broken by bringing an electro* 
magnet near to the tube and thus moving some sewing needles 
whidi had been inclosed along w ith the films. The mean thick* 
ness of the films was deduced from the displacement of the 
interference “ fringes ” caused by their rupture. 

Two liquids were observed, vu, M* Plateau’s “liquide glycd* 
rique,” and a soap solution containing no glycerine. The fol* 
lowing are the means of the various groups of observations 1— 


Liquid Method. 

“ Liquide glyct'rique ” ... Electrical... 

Optical ... 

Soap solution . Electrical... 

Optical ... 


Mean thicknewt in terms 
of 10-e mm. 

ii’9 

107 

117 

13*1 


The agreement between these numbers is sufficiently close to 
make the fact that they aie approximately correct unquestion* 
able, and to prove that the mean thickness of a black film is 
nearly the i-ame for both liquids. 

The electrical observations afford a means of comparing the 
thickness of different black films and observing whether or not 
the thickness of the black poition of nny particular film altera 
as its area increases. The results obtained in the paper and in 
a previous preliminary investigation on the same subject {Pfoc. 
Roy. Soc. t 1877, No. 182, p. 334) are summed up by the authors 
os follows : — 

(1.) Persistent suop films which thin sufficiently to exhibit the 
black of the first order of Newton’s rings invariably display an 
apparent discontinuity in their thickness at the boundary of the 
black and coloured portions. 

(2.) The whole of the black region, at the time of or very soon 
after its formation, is of uniform thickness. 

(3.) This thickness remains unaltered in any film, whether the 
coloured parts of the film are thinning or thickening, increasing 
or diminishing in extent. 

(4.) It is different for different films, but no connection has 
been traced between its magnitude and the time which elapses 
between the first formation of the film and the first appearance 
of the black, or between either of these and the time of obser¬ 
vation. 

(5.) The mean values of this thickness are the same to within 
tt fraction of a millionth of a millimetre, whether the films are 
plane or cylindrical, in contact with metal or with glass, formed 
of soap solution alone, or with the addition of more than two- 
fifths of its volume of glycerine. 

(6.) Two totally independent methods of measuring the thick¬ 
ness of the black portions of the films give completely concordant 
results. 

{7.) The mean value of the thickness calculated by giving 
equal weight to the re-ults of the electrical and optical experi¬ 
ments is Irfi X The extreme values formed were 

7*2 X ic-* and 14 5 X io- fl mm. 

The smaller of these quantities is therefore a limiting thickness 
to which a soap film in air saturated with the vapour of the 
liquid from which it is formed rarely attains, and below which 
none of the films observed by ns have thinned. 


Llnnean Society, May 24.-— Anniversary Meeting.—Sir 
John Lubbock, Bart,, president, in the chair,—Mr. I<. McLach- 
lan read for the Audit Committee the statement of receipts and 
payments for the year ; 750/, had been invested, and a balance 
at banker's (April 30) remained of 514/. 8j. 7 d ,—The Secretary 
(Mr, B. D. Jackson) read his annual Report. Since the last 
anniversary n Fellows and I foreign member had died and II 
withdrawn, while 54 new Fellows had been elected. Between 
purchase, exchange, and donations, 407 volumes and 442 sepa¬ 
rate parts had been added to the library,—Mr. G. J. Romanes, 
on behalf of the subscribers, formally banded over the portrait of 
Charles Darwin, painted by Mr, J. Collier, its exhibition at the 
Royal Academy last year having then prevented its presentation, 
—A bust of the late Prof, Louis Agassi* by the American 
sculptor, Mr. Hiram Power, was handed over by Prof* Allman 
to the Society as a present from the sculptor’s son, Mr, H. 
Power of Florence.—An engraving from Gainsborough's painting 
of the old English naturalist, Mr. Thomas Pennant, was presented 
by Mr. Howard Saunder* in the name of Mrs. Alston, as a bequest 
from her son, the Society’s late secretary, Mr, £, R. Alston,-*- 
The President then delivered his anniversary address, comment* 
ing generally on the events of the past year, with special 
reference to their bearing upon the Society \ in congratulating 
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the Society on its annual balance-sheet, he reminded the Fellows 
that, bcddes investments, the nroj erty of the Society might be 
valued at 2S,ooo/,, or a total of 30,000/.; he alluded to colonial 
Fellows and the good work they are doing, incidentally referring 
to the British Association meeting in Canada in 1884. Reference 
was also made to the progress of rearrangement of the Biological 
Collections in the Natural History Museum at South Kensington; 
this was followed by report^ on the various botanical and zoo¬ 
logical publications issued at home and abroad during the last 
twelvemonth. Remarks were mode on the stock of the Society's 
Journals And Transactions, also on the purchase of a portrait of 
Jacob Bobart (1598-1679), and the President himself presented 
a valuable port ran of Linnrcus painted from life, by the Swedish 
Magnus H oil man.—A resolution was unanimously accorded by 
the Society, at the instance of the Chair, to Mr. G. Bcnthaui and 
Sir J. D, flooker on the completion of their great work, the 
44 Genera Plantarum."—The scrutineers having examined the 
ballot, then reported that Mr, Thomas Christy, Mr, H, E. 
Dresser, Mr, G. Murray, Mr. H. Saunders, and Mr. H. T. 
Stainton had been elected into the Council in the room of Mr. 
H. \V. Bates, Mr. G. Husk, Mr. C. B. Clarke, Sir John Kirk, 
and Mr. R. McLachlan, who retired; and for officers, SirJ. 
Lubbock as president, Mr. Frank Crisp as treasurer, and Mr. 
B. Daydon Jackson and Mr. G. J. Romanes as secretaries. 

Physical Society, May 26.—Prof. Clifton in the chair.— 
Mr. G. Gnffith read a paper on the graphical representation of 
musical intervals, in which he gave an account of previous 
attempts to represent musical intervals in a graphical manner, 
and exhibited an enlargement of a diagram published by Dr. 
Pole in Sir F. Oiweley's “Treatise on Harmony.” In thin 
diagram the musical intervals contained in one octave are repre¬ 
sented by the differences between the logarithms of the v bration- 
numbers forming ihem. Mr. Griffith pro poses to apply this 
principle to the whole musical scale. Retaining the lines used 
in ordinary music he inserts a faint line between these at unequal 
distances to represent the tones and semitones. Several diagrams 
Were exhibited, in which the principle was applied to the tepre- 
sentatinn of intervals to the sequence of the keys in the major 
diatomic scale, and to actual music. Mr. W. G. Blakely and 
Dr. Coflin considered that it would he a great help to students to 
have the method proposed. Mr. Blakely considered that it 
combined the advantages of the tonic solfn and ordinary nuta¬ 
tions. Dr, Coffin thought that it might become generally n^ed.— 
A paper by Dr, J. Homing on a phenomenon of molecular 
radiation in incande cent lamps. When the carbon filament in 
an Edison lamp volatilises, the vapour is condensed on the glass 
in a cloud. When the copper electrode is volatilised, the copper 
is likewise deposited, hut there is a bare space or line left on the 
glass in the plane of the filament, forming as it were a shadow 
of the filament. Dr. Fleming explains this on the supposirion 
that the copper jiarticles are thrown off in straight lines, as in a 
Crooke's vacuum. This shadow is not noticed in the carbon 
deposits. Dr. Fleming also remarks that the colour of a thin 
copper couch is the same as a thin layer of gold in transmitted 
light.—Mr. W. Baity read a paper on an illustration on the 
crossing of rays. He took the case of three rays of homogeneous 
light of the same intensity, and parallel to one plane, and 
polarised so that the vibrations were also parallel to the plane, 
And be exhibited and explained diagrams showing the motion 
which would occur under the circumstances.—Pror. F. Guthrie 
exhibited one of Chladin’s plates hearing a striking re emblance 
to one of these figures. Mr. Baily thought the analogy might 
be a real one.—Prof, Clifton described an improvement which 
he had made in the glass insulating stem he had exhibited to the 
Society on a former occasion. This stem had a glass cup en¬ 
circling it, aud of a piece with the stem. Sulphuric acid w as put 
into the cup. The new pattern had a hole fanned into the 
bottom of the cup, and the upper part of the stem fitted into this 
hole like a stopper. It could thus be removed At will and the 
acid renewed. Prof. Ayrton stated that he had u«ed a similar 
Arrangement for nearly two years, a narrow necked gloss bottle 
taking the place of the cup.—fin the report of the Physical 
Society for April 28 (p, 47), Mr. H, R. Droop's name was 
Written Troops 

Entomological Society, May a.—J. W. punning, M.A., 
F.L.S., &c., president, in the chair* -The President said: 
M You scarcely need to be reminded that we this day com¬ 
plete the fiftieth year of but existence. , It was on May 3, 1833, 
that nine gentlemen—Messrs. Children, J. R, Gray, G. Gray, 


Hope, HorTirid, Rudd, Stephens, Vigors, and Yarrell—met 
and resolved to found the Entomological Society of London. 
No time was lost; for on the 22nd of the same month the first 
general meeting was held at the Thatched Hou^e Tavern, the 
Rev. Wm. Kirby was chosen Honorary President, 103 Mem tiers 
were enrolled, and a Council of thirteen were chosen to complete 
the organisation of the Society and prepare rules for its govern* 
meat. Rooms were taken at No. 17, Old Bond Street, and on 
Noveml>er4,1833, under the presidency of Mr. Children, the then 
Secretary of the Royal Society, a code of by laws was adopted 
and our first scientific meeting was held. Of the original Mem¬ 
bers six, and six only, still survive—Prof. C. C. Babingt»n, the 
Rev, Leonard Jenyns (now Blomefield), Sir Sidney S, Saunders, 
Mr. W, H. Spence, Mr. G. R. Waterhouse, and Prof. West- 
wood. Of these Mr. Waterhouse has the additional distinction of 
having been one of the original Council, and ih - first Curator of 
the Society. Our meetings continued to be held at 17, Old Bond 
Street, from 1833 until 1852, when we removed to No. 12, Bed¬ 
ford Row ; during nine sessions commencing in 1866, by the 
kindness of the Linncan Society, we assembled in Burlington 
House, but our library remained in Bedford Row. In 1875 the 
library and place of meeting were again united in this house ; 
and though the building operations now in progress have pre¬ 
vented U'. from indulging in any celebration of our jubilee, we 
shall soon he in the enjoyment of improved accommodation, and 
I hope it may be long before the Society has again to change its 
quarters. At the present moment we have 33 Subscribers and 
205 Ordinary Members, making a total of 238 contributing 
Members. Three years ago I ventured to express from this 
chair a hope that we might be able to publish a jubilee list of 
not less than 300 Members. It is not yet too late. And I 
appeal to each and all of you, gentlemen, to be active in striving 
to at lain this object, ‘The Entomological Society of London is 
instituted for the improvement and diffusion of entomological 
science.' From fir^t to last this has been our only object. To 
bring fellow-workers into frirn ily communication and facilitate 
the interchange of ideia, to extract the hidden knowledge of 
secluded students, to provide a library for consultation, In cm 
courage observation and experiment, and to publish the results 
for the benefit of all whom they may concern—such is our aim, 
the very reason of our being. And I venture to assert that the 
Society has succeeded in its object. If any he inclined to doubt, I 
refer him to the thirty volumes of our 7 'rafunctions, to the Nerord oj 
Proceeding r at our in >re than 600 meeting-, as pro ff of our activity 
and of the unfailingardour with which the Society has now for half 
a century devoted itself to the diffusion of entomological science. 
I can only regret that by the irony of fate it has fallen to my lot 
to fill the presidential chair on this occasion, when, of all Olliers, 
it ought to have been occupied by one of the fathers of British 
entomology. But you have willed it otherwise, and I will bury 
my regret; nay, it is already swallowed up in the delight I feel 
at the commission with which I have been intrusted by the 
unanimous voice of the Council, and I am sure that the proposi¬ 
tion I have now to make will meet with your approval, and be 
carried by acclamation. I have to suggest that Prof. Westwood 
be made titular Life-President of the Society. There is no man 
to whom we as a body owe so much. An Original Member, he 
has never failed us; during the crucial period of our childhood 
he was the motive power, the life and soul of the Society; for 
fourteen consecutive years he was Secretary, and for part of that 
time he was Curator also. The Council has veldom been com¬ 
plete without him ; he has been vice-president limes without 
number, and during six years (1851-52,72-73, 76-77) he was 
our president. Whilst he resided in or near London he rarely 
missed one of jur meetings; even Oxford cannot keep him away 
from us ; and there is not a single year from first to last that he 
has not been a contributor to our Transactions. From 1827 to the 
present time his pen and his pencil have never been idle; his 
papers are scattered broadcast over the scientific publications of 
this and other countries. Scientific bodies, both at home and 
abroad, have delighted to do him honour. I do not propose to 
abdicate the function with which your kindness has invested me. 
But if it be your pleasure to adopt the suggestion tb it has been 
made, I shall be proud to recognise Prof. Westwood as my 
titular chief, and to yield the chair to him at any of our scientific 
meetings when we are favoured with his presence, I know no 
better way of showing that our constancy is equal to his, and 
that our gratitude is enduring and lifelong. It is a barren title 
and an empty honour, but it is sll that we as a Society can bestow. 
He has grown gray in our sendee, and in recognition of his- 
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services, to us in particular and to our science in general, I ask 
you to confer upon himatitlewhich will be a standing record 
of the esteem in which we hold him, and which throughout the 
evening of his days shall assure him of our affectionate respect," 
The proposal was carried by acclamation, and Prof, Westwood 
was declared honorary life- p^e ident of the Society. 

Anthropological Institute, May 22 .—Mr, Hyde Clarke, 
vice-president, in the chair.—Mr. G, P. Raihbone exhibited 
and described a collection of ethnological objects from Bolivia. 
—Major II. W. Feilden read a paper on stone implements from 
South Africa. The specimens exhibited form part of a collec¬ 
tion made by the author in Natal, the Transvaal, and Zululand 
during the years 1881 and 1882. Out of the Urge number of 
worked stones and implements that have passed through the 
author’s hands he had seen sc arcely any with water* worn edges. 
It would appear, therefore, that these implements, chiefly made 
of comparatively soft materials, must have been used and lost in 
the immediate vicinity where they are now found, and the 
large numbers found in certain spots seem to indicate settle¬ 
ments on stations at such spots; moreover, the most prolific 
spots are generally just those which would be mo 4 advantageous 
for procuring game. On the summit range of the Drakensberg 
and in its rocky kloofs, where*game must always have been 
*carce, stone implements are scarce, if not altogether absent, 
whilst on the lower levels of the Newcastle district, which even 
in the memory of middle-aged colonists swanned with countless 
herds of antelope, we find abundant traces of the Stone perio i. 
The conchi'ion at which the author arrived was that the users of 
the stone implements found in the more recent of the superficial 
alluviums were not separated from the present day by any great 
lapse of time. On several occasions crystals of quartz were 
found in company with stone implements in the alluviums, and 
the author believed that the Stone age people had carried the«e 
cryi'tals either as charms or ornaments. Possibly the Stone age 
existed for a lengthened term in South Africa, and may resolve 
itself into Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods, but at present we 
have hardly sufficient data at command to enable us to arrive at 
definite conclusions.—The Rev. C. T. Price read a paper by the 
Rev, James Sibree on relics of the sign and gesture language 
among the Malagasy. 

Institution of Civil Engineers, May 22.—Mr. Brunlees, 
president, in the chair. The first paper read was on the Edin¬ 
burgh Waterworks, by Mr. Alexander Leslie, M.Inst.C.E.— 
The second paper read was on the waterworks of Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa, by Mr. J, G. Gamble, M.A., M.Inst.C.E, — The 
third paper was on the water-supply of Peterborough, by Mr. 
John Addy, M.Inst.C.E. 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, May 28.—M. E. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, in the chair.—The following papers were read : -General 
considerations on scientific methods with speciil reference to the 
a posteriori method of Newton and the a priori of Leibnitz, by 
M. E, Chevreub The author concludes that the experimental 
inductive method, as practised by Newton and his successors, is 
unquestionably the came of the progress of the physico-chemical 
sciences, while the absolute a priori method, as conceived by 
Leibnitz, barred the way to all further progress. While Newton 
sought the proximate cause in order gradually to ascend to a pos¬ 
sible first cause, Leibnitz parted from the first cause, which for him 
was everything. The study of the material world accessible to 
the senses led, according to the German philosopher, to nothing 
real, while the spiritual world, without parte or dimensions, as 
represented by monads, numerical unities endowed from their 
creation with motion, was the objtct of pure knowledge, that is, 
of God Himself.—An account of the meteorological station of 
Aigoual in the Cevennes, where an observatory for the systematic 
study of atmospheric phenomena is about to be erected, by F, 
Perrier.—Remarks on the violet sulphate of iridium in the heated 
state, due apparently to oxidation, by M, Lecoq de Boisbaudran. 
—On the physical and chemical constitution of the vine-growing 
lands treated by the method of submersion in the lower Rhone 
valley and Languedoc, by M. F. de Gasparin.—Experimental 
researches on the action of various alcohols applied slowly and con¬ 
tinuously to the pig, by MM. Dulardin BecfUmetz and Audigih The 
alcohols invariably produced sleep, prostration, lassitude, while 
absinthe gave rise to phenomena of excitation somewhat analo* 
gous to epilepsy. During the experiments, begun in June, 1879, 
and concluded in July, 1882, some of the animals died from the 
effects of the alcoholic poUon, and others were sacrificed in 


order to study its action on the vital functions, This was in all 
cases found to be injurious.—Observations on the greet comet of 
September, 1882, made at the Paris Observatory, by M, G. 
Bi gourd an.—On the relations existing between tne covariants 
ana invariants of the binary form of the sixth order, by C. 
Stephanos —On the relations existing between solar eclipses and 
terrestrial magnetism, by P. Denra.—Note on the hydrates of 
baryta, by H. Lescoeur.—Constituents of the Montrond (Loire) 
mineral water, by M, TerreiL—On some combinations peculiar 
to the kreatine and kreatinine groups of substances, by E. Duvil- 
lier. — On the fermentation of bread-stuffs, by M. Chicandard. 
—On some features in the structure of the placenta of the 
rabbit, by M. I aulani^,—On the origin of the follicular cells 
and of the ovula in Ascidian* and other animals, by M. H. 
Fol. The author considers that these cells are genetically 
the strict hotnologues of the spermatoblast* in zoosperms* 
while the ovula itself corresponds to the poly blast or 
male ovula of Duval.—On the formation of the cystoliths 
and their reabsorption in plants, by M. Charcyre.—On 
the shingle, sind, and mud formations along the beach of 
geological seas, by M. Stan. Meunier.—Fresh observations on 
the dimorphism 01 the foraminifera, with four illustration*, by 
MM. Munier-Chalmas and Schlumberger.—On a saccharine 
substance extracted from the lungs and phlegm of consumptive 
patients, by M. A. G. Pouchet.—On condiments, especially salt 
and vinegar, studied from the point of view of their influence on 
the digestion, by C. Ilusson. The author’s experiments confirm 
the conclusions of Wurtz, Dumas, B^clard, Claude Bernard, and 
other*, tbar taken moderately these condiments are useful, espe¬ 
cially in stimulating the formation of the gastric juice. In 
excess they render the food more indigestible, and are irritating 
to the coats of the stomach. The proportion of salt should not 
exceed 5 or 10 grams to o’5 kilogrnms of meat; of acids I to 4 
per if 00. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 14. 1883 


THE EC UPSE OBSERVATIONS 
HE following telegrams have been received touching 
the observations of the total eclipse of the sun on 
the 6th ult. - 

To the Secretary, Science and Art Department 

San Francisco, June 12, 8.16 a.m. 

Double grating on equatorial indifferent; dense prism 
on 6-inch equatorial good j integrating Hilger good ; red 
end slit good, red end prismatic camera indifferent, first 
order blue Rowland bad, second order blue Rowland bad, 
4-inch photoheliograph indifferent, small photoheliograph 
good. Lines obtained mostly hydrogen, prominences 
almost absent. 

Through Reuter*s Agency 

San Francisco, June 12 

The solar eclipse on the 6th ult. was very successfully 
observed by the English, American, and Continental 
astronomers stationed on Caroline Island, the sky being 
beautifully clear at the time. The corona extended over 
a distance of two diameters from the sun. The light 
during the middle of totality was equal to that of the full 
mocn. Successful observations were made by Dr. Janssen, 
as well as by Prof. 'I'acchini, the intra-Mercurial planet 
Vulcan was not seen by M. Palisa. The D line of the 
spectrum was seen dark in the corona by Dr, C. S. 
Hastings. Good photographs of the corona were obtained 
by the English observers as well as by Dr. Janssen. The 
English observers were also successful in obtaining 
photographs of the flash. Good photographs were taken 
of the coronal spectrum in the blue end. The health of 
Messrs. Lawrence and Woods, the English observers, is 
excellent. 

Putting these two telegrams together, there is every 
reason to be contented with the work which has been 
done by the polyglot band of observers on Caroline 
Island, for, as is to be gathered from the telegrams, this 
and not Flint Island was the one selected for the site of 
the observatories. Certainly the photographic attack has 
been stronger than it has ever been before ; more novelties 
have been attempted, and more have been successfully 
achieved, whilst the scale on which the work has been 
done leaves nothing to be desired. Taking, for instance, 
the photographs of the corona, although we do not know 
the precise size to which Dr. Janssen limited himself, we 
may be certain that among his attempts would be in¬ 
cluded one to take pictures, giving a dark moon of at 
least six inches in diameter. That by means of the 
clockwork-driven photographic plate, the flash, by 
which term is meant that instantaneous appearance 
of bright lines at the moment of commencement and 
end of totality, has been secured, shows us that we 
have now a method of recording eclipse phenomena 
which is not likely to be neglected on a future 
occasion* We may hope in a few days 1 time to get some 
Anther information touching the eye-observations made 
by Prof. Tacchini and the American observers. Reuter's 
telegram is strangely silent about them at present, and 
there 4 s little doubt that they have something far more 
Vot* topnik— No. 711 


important to tell us than that the dark line D was seen in 
the spectrum of the corona, for that was observed as long 
ago as 1871 by Dr, Jannsen. It would be much to be 
regretted if observations of the lines visible before 
and after totality were not attempted, especially as we 
learn that the photographs are limited to a greater or less 
extent to the lines of hydrogen. 

The following general remarks have already appeared 
in the Times with regard to the results of the observa¬ 
tions, and we cannot do better than reproduce them :— 

“ News from the eclipse party has at length arrived. 
As we stated in our article, published on the 4th of May, 
the American ship of war, instead of returning to Callao 
as was at first anticipated, proceeded to the Sandwich 
Islands, and there is little doubt that the English party made 
the voyage thence in one of the Pacific mail steamers. 

41 A telegram coming through Reuter’s Agency informs 
us generally of the success of the observations. The 
weather seems to have been everything that could be 
desired, and although the observations were necessarily 
made from the lowest possible level, the extension of the 
corona was quite as great as was expected at this period 
of maximum solar activity. Further, we learn that the 
light during totality was quite equal in intensity to that of 
the full moon. This is another indication of the ex¬ 
ceptional brightnesb of the corona, because in this eclipse, 
which was one of exceptional duration—and that is why 
such strenuous efforts were made to observe it—the lower 
and more brilliantly illuminated portions of the sun’s at¬ 
mosphere being more than usually veiled by the dark 
body of the moon during the middle of totality, the 
illumination of the air by these portions of the sun was 
less than is ordinarily the case. Unfortunately, the tele¬ 
gram may be read both ways touching the intra-Mercu¬ 
rial planet observations. We take it, however, to mean 
that no intra-Mercurial planet was seen by M. Palisa, who 
would probably give his chief attention to that point. It 
is satisfactory to learn that good photographs of the 
corona were obtained both by Dr. Janssen and the Eng¬ 
lish observers. We may expect that the French photo¬ 
graphs of the corona will surpass in beauty and detail 
anything which has yet been secured during eclipse ob¬ 
servation. It is good news, too, to learn that for the first 
time in the history of eclipses the momentary flash of 
bright lines seen just before the beginning and immedi¬ 
ately after the end of totality has been photographed. Re¬ 
verting for a moment to our previous article, we would 
remind our readers that this end has been attained by 
the use of a slowly descending plate actuated by clock¬ 
work, which, since the flash has actually been photo¬ 
graphed, will give its complete history, and enable us to 
determine the exact order in which the lines appeared and 
reappeared before and after totality. 

“ The telegram sent by the English observers, Messrs. 
Lawrence and Woods, to the Science and Art Depart¬ 
ment, supplies further particulars as to the results of the 
various attempts at recording the history of the eclipse. 
The first instrument on the official list is a Rutherford 
grating with 17,000 lines to the inch, which was used in 
conjunction with an equatorial telescope of six inches 
aperture. The grating was so arranged that the photo¬ 
graphs of the green part of the first order spectrum on 
the one side and the same part of the second order spec¬ 
trum on the other side should be attempted. This would 
give the region near F, one of the chief solar lines in the 
blue-green parts of the spectrum; but although the photo¬ 
graphs were actually obtained, the observers do not 
seem to be very proud of them. 

The next instrument is a dense prism of 6o°, 
mounted on a six-inch equatorial of very short focus. 
The object in view In employing a short focus was to 
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obtain a very smalt and intensely bright image of the 
corona, while the use of the prism of 6o% giving as small 
a dispersion as possible, still allowed a really useful 
amount to be secured. This*instrument succeeded well. 
We do not know the number of photographs obtained by 
it, but if the instructions were carried out to the letter, 
seventeen should have been obtained. 

u We co ne next to the instrument by means of which 
the photograph of the flash of bright lines to which we 
have referred was obtained. This on the official list is 
called the ‘integrating Hilger,’ It is a spectroscope 
armed with a collimator of very great focal length and 
directed merely to the sun’s place, no image of the sun 
or corona, therefore, falling on its slit as is usually the 
case. The light from all the regions near the sun is 
mingled together, a photograph of the spectrum of this 
mixture being the special aim of the instrument. Messrs. 
Lawrence and Woods are evidently satisfied with the 
work in this direction, the code word they use indicating 
that they consider the results to be good ones. The 
moving plate with which the instrument is fitted was 
exposed two minutes before, and withdrawn from cx~ 
posure two seconds after, totality. Knowing, therefore, 
as we do, that one flash was photographed, we may 
reasonably hope that this was the case also with the 
other, ana as the instructions were to allow the plate to 
fall through one inch in eight minutes, we may also 
expect to get a comparison between the flash before and 
the flash after totality. 

“The slit spectroscope armed with two prisms, which 
was provided'by Captain Abney for the observations made 
last year in Egypt, was utilised also on this occasion with 
good results. Only one photograph was looked for from 
this instrument, one which would be exposed from the 
beginning until the end of totality. 

“The prismatic camera, the instrument on the model 
of that used first in the eclipse of 1875, in which the 
corona forms its own slit, for some reason or other, 
does not appear to have been so successful in this 
eclipse, although it was tolerably so in that of last year. 

“The attempt which has been least successful is that in 
which Prof, Rowland’s concave grating was used as a pris¬ 
matic camera, similar to that to which we have iust referred. 
It was hoped to obtain a photograph of the blue end, both 
in the first and in the second order spectrum, but the 
results obtained are ciphered as bad. Seeing that Dr. 
Janssen was successful in his attempt to obtain large- 
scale photographs of the corona, wc need not regret so 
much that our attempt to photograph it on a scale of four 
inches to the sun’s diameter was unsuccessful. 

“The small photoheliograph that was employed to such 
good purpose in Egypt last year has again given excellent 
results, which will be of the highest importance, as they 
wilt have been carefully executed, and the American 
party have taken no photographs themselves on the 
present occasion. 

* The English observers telegraph that the lines obtained 
in the spectrum of the corona by these various methods 
are chiefly those of hydrogen. This, of course, does not 
apply to the flash we have spoken of. They add that the 
prominences were almost absent. This is an extremely 
important fact, because it shows what entire justification 
there was for the prediction made for the present eclipse 
after that of 1878, observed in the United States. That 
eclipse occurred at a minimum sunspot period, and the 
hydrogen lines were then seen only with difficulty, while 
the continuous spectrum of the corona was more or leas 
brilliant In the present eclipse the hydrogen lines were 
well seen with a very brilliant corona, as was anticipated 
would be the case at a period of sunspot maximum . 
This, perhaps, may explain the apparent absence of the 
prominences, because practically the lower part of the 
corona was itself made up of them, 

rt We have not, of course, any detailed information with 


regard to the results achieved by the other parties, but 
when our own two English observers have obtained such 
a rich harvest we are justified in concluding that the work 
of the American anl French parties has been equally 
fruitful. In that case, the trouble which has been taken 
to secure the observation of this eclipse, which took place 
at a greater distance from home than any previously ob* 
served, will have been entirely justified. 

“ As we have said, the results of the other parties will 
take some time to reach us. but at least wc may be sure 
of this-that the Americans, with their large experience 
of eclipses and their trained observers, will have much 
that is new and important to add to the results which our 
own English party has achieved.’’ 

It will be seen from what we have stated and from the 
extracts which we have made from the Times that the 
Royal Society and the Solar Physics Committee of the 
Science and Art Department are to be entirely congratu¬ 
lated on the result of their labours, and there is little 
doubt that in this, as in former eclipses, not only shall we 
have a most important explanation and verification of 
previous observations, but fresh questions will be raised 
to be included in future programmes. It should also be 
said that the indifferent success telegraphed in some cases 
may refer to the number of photographs taken rather 
than to the quality of some of them. It is not likely, for 
instance, that some photographs were not obtained of the 
bright lines before and after totality by means of the 
Rutherford grating, and if only two have been obtained 
at different epochs the greatest possible value must be 
attached to them. 

The telegram does not state whether the observers 
have yet reached San Francisco, but in all probability 
they have, in which case they may be expected home in 
three weeks’ time. 


1 mi. vr JixLJJ/i 

Handbook to the Ferns of British India, Ceylon, and the 
Malay Peninsula, By Col. R. II. Beddome, F.L.S., 
late Conservator of Forests, Madras. Large 8vo, 500 
Pages, with 300 Illustrations. (Calcutta: Thacker and 
Spink ; London : W. Thacker and Co., 1883.) 

T70R something like the last thirty years Col. Beddome 
^ fi as niade a special study of Indian ferns under 
very favourable circumstances. Holding as he did till 
about a year ago the post of Chief Resident Conservator of 
the forests of the Madras presidency, he was brought into 
daily contact with them in his official work, and at his 
home at Ootacamund he formed a large collection of 
them under cultivation, many of which have never 
reached England in a living state. About i860 he com¬ 
menced his well known series of illustrations of Indian 
ferns, in continuation of Wight’s “leones/’ in which the 
ferns had been entirely neglected. His plates, like 
Wights, were in quarto, uncoloured, and were mainly 

artist5 ’ His " Ferns <> f Southern 
India and Ceylon ” contains plates of 271 species and 
vmeties, and was issued in parts and finished in 1863. 
His Ferns of British India,” which was devoted to the 

S ^ C liV 0t j° Und i n the southern Presidency, contains 
345 Plates and was finished in 1868. In 1876 he puHiahed 
a supplementary part, containing 45 additional plates, 
thus raising the total number to 660, and a revised 
general catalogue and summary of genera and species* 
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Nov he has retired from his official position and come 
home to England, and the present work is the firstfruits 
of his leisure, rt contains in a handy form a full descrip¬ 
tion of all the Indian genera and species, and is illustrated 
by 300 uncoloured plates, reduced by means of photo¬ 
graphy from those of his larger books, one full page plate, 
with analytical details being given for each of the ninety- 
eight genera he adopts, and the others of smaller size 
interspersed amongst the letterpress. It is the first special 
book of portable size and moderate price which has been 
devoted to Indian ferns, and is in every way deserving of 
the extensive circulation it is sure to obtain. 

India is one of the great fern centres of the world, and 
it would not be an extravagant estimate to say that three- 
quarters of the genera and one-quarter of the whole 
number of ferns are known to grow within the area 
covered by the present work, which is precisely the same 
as that included in the ** Flora of British India," by Sir 
J. D. Hooker, of which three volumes are now com¬ 
pleted. Europe is not a rich fern-continent, and most 
of the European species extend their range to the 
Western Himalayas. The Malay Islands are very rich 
in ferns, and a large proportion of the Malayan species 
extend to the Eastern Himalayas and the mountains of 
the Peninsula and Ceylon ; and there are in India a con¬ 
siderable number of endemic species. Col. Beddome 
deserves full credit for not making or admitting species 
upon insufficient grounds, and the number described in 
the present work does not fall far short of six hundred, 
all of which are Filices in the restricted sense, the Lyco- 
podiacea? and Rhizocarps, which would carry up the 
number a hundred more, not being included. 

Ferns are plants that suffer very little in the drying 
process, and they are generally the first plants to be col¬ 
lected when a new country is explored. But on the other 
hand they are often far too large in size to be well repre¬ 
sented in herbarium specimens, and often so extremely 
variable in habit, that it* is very easy to mistake a mere 
casual variety for a genuine species. The first naming of 
Indian ferns on a large scale was in the great herbarium 
oflndian plants distributed by Wollich ; but he gave no 
descriptions, simply names and numbers and localities, 
and very often confused together two or three totally 
different plants under the same number. In the five 
volumes of his u Species Filicum,” the species were 
worked out and described by Sir William Hooker ; and 
they were worked up again with abridged descriptions in 
the * Synopsis Filicum," which it fell to my lot to con¬ 
tinue after his death. In England the other botanists 
who had specially attended to Indian ferns were Prof. 
David Don and Messrs. John Smith and Thomas Moore. 
So that till within a comparatively recent date no one 
had written upon Indian ferns who had had any chance of 
*tudymg them in the field. But now the matter stands 
upon an entirely different footing, In 1886 Mr. C. B. 
Clarke, yrho, after working for five years at Kew on the 
41 Flora Indie*/' has iust returned to India, .and who had 
paid special attention to ferns whilst collecting largely in 
<he Himalayas, published In the first volume of the new 
botanical series of the Transactions of the tinman Society, 
•a revision of the North Indian species, illustrated by 36 
plates { and now Col, Beddome, whose field experience 
been mainly gained amongst the mountains of the 


Peninsula, has worked up the whole series, with a full 
opportunity of consulting the type-specimens of his pre¬ 
decessors, deposited at Kew, the Linnean Society, and 
the British Museum. 

As regards details of generic and specific limitation of 
course no two authors who work independently but will 
vary considerably. In the matter of fern-genera syste¬ 
matic are divided into two parties—one regarding a 
difference in veining as sufficient in itself to found a genus 
upon, and the other maintaining substantially intact the 
time-honoured genera of Swartz and Wilidenow, which 
are founded entirely on characters derived from fructifica¬ 
tion. Of the first party among modern writers, Presl, 
F<$e, Smith, and Moore are the leading representatives ; 
of the latter Hooker, Mettenius, and Eaton. Upon this 
matter I differ from Col. Beddome,* and the difference 
amounts to wishing to use different names for perhaps 
half the species included in his book. Of course what he 
and Mr. Clarke have written about species-limitation and 
the distribution of the species through different parts of 
India will be a great accession to our knowledge; but I 
am rather amused to see that out of the limited number 
of new species which Mr. Clarke made he refuses to 
admit at least half; and that he totally rejects the only 
material innovation that Mr. Clarke proposed on the 
classification of our “ Synopsis Filicum,” the dividing of 
our Asplenium umbrosum, to establish out of part of it a 
new section of Asplenium, to be called Pseudallantodia, 
and characterised by a sausage-shaped involucre bursting 
irregularly. The only points on which I feel inclined 
to find fault with him are two. The first, that in his key 
to the genera he puts Hymenophylleae under Poly- 
podiaccae, without taking any notice of the difference m 
the structure of the sporangc,—but I see this is noticed in 
the detailed diagnosis at p. 28. It seems to me that 
Hymenophylleae have excellent claims to be regarded as 
a distinct sub-order. The other point on which I wish to 
enter a decided objection is to the plan which he follows, 
or rather want of plan, in citing the authorities for the 
specific names. When he places a species under a dif¬ 
ferent genus to that under which it was classified by its 
original describer, he moves backwards and forwards 
without any uniformity between four different ways of 
citing the authority. Sometimes he writes " Gleichenia 
glaucxi (Hook,) ” for a plant described by Thunberg as 
Polypodium glaucum , and transferred by Hooker to 
Gleichenia, which is the plan usually adopted by botanists. 
But in many other cases he writes u Botryckium Lunaria 
(Linn, under Osmunda)’’ when the species was described 
by Linnaeus as an Osmunda and transferred by Swartz to 
Botrychium; or M Cyrtomium falcatum (Sw.) ” when 
Swartz called the plant Aspidium falcatum and Presl 
transferred it to Cyrtomium; or even M Lastrea thdy - 
pteris (Desv.) u for a plant published first by Linnaeus as 
a Poly podium, transferred by Swartz to Aspidium, by 
Desvaux to Nepbrodium, and Presl to Lastrea. And the 
same uncertainty vitiates his citations of books at the end 
of his descriptions. HU citations refer to the plant, but 
according to the accepted usage amongst botanists they 
will be taken, and very often wrongly taken, *5 referring 
to the binomial name as used, so that if any one copies 
Synonymy from the book without checking it off he will 
often find it leads him astray. J, G. Baker 
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OUR BOOK SHELF 

Die Weich - und Sc ha Mere gemeinfasslick Dargestdlt . 

Von Prof. Ed. von Martens. (Leipzig: G. Feytag; 

Prag : F. Tcmpsky, 1883,) 

0 Cgnchology is ris! " was the pithy remark of the 
lamented Edward Forbes, made in his cheery way about 
forty years ago, when Mr. James Smith of Jordan Hill 
directed his attention to the arctic nature of some fossil 
shells in the Clyde district. Capt. Brown, however, had pre¬ 
viously but unconsciously published the snrne hypothesis, 
which has been lately confirmed and extended by the 
discoveries of Messrs. Steele and Scott at Glasgow. 
Since the above remark was made by Forbes the study 
of the Mollusca has in a general point of view marvel¬ 
lously increased and become popularised by innumerable 
publications. We have now no fewer than six periodical 
works on the subject, English, French, Belgian, German, 
Italian, and American, besides four most useful manuals 
in English, French, German, and American. The German 
and latest manual, now before me, has been written by 
an experienced conchologist whose father (Georg von 
Martens) was favourably known to science nearly sixty 
years ago by his “Reise nach Venedig.” The pre¬ 
sent author may therefore be considered an hereditary 
naturalist. 

The manual of Prof, von Martens differs from that of 
Dr. Paul Fischer (“Manuel de Conchlyliologie") which 
is in course of publication, as well as from Woodward’s 
“ Manual,”*in its plan and popular mode of treatment, 
although all these works are equally good. The present 
treatise on the soft or naked and shelly Mollusks forms a 
small octavo handbook of 327 pages, and is illustrated by 
205 figures. The principal contents of the work are as 
follows:— 

(1) Names and position in zoology; (2) The shell 
in general; (3) Organic structure of the Mollusca ; (4) 
Cephalopoda; (5) Univalve shells, Nudibranchs, Hetero- 
poda, Pteropoda, and Solenoconchia; (6) Bivalves ; (7) 
Habitat and geographical distribution ; (8) Enemies and 
use of the Mollusca. The illustrations are excellent ; 
they are not arranged in plates, as in the manuals of 
Woodward and Fischer, but are dispersed throughout the 
work in their appropriate places by way of explanation. 
This is in some respects an improvement, although it 
causes an unnecessary repetition of the same figures. For 
instance Margaritana margaritifera (why not Unto 
margaritifer f) is figured three times in pp. 196, 221, and 
3 ”* 

The curious varieties or monstrosities of Platiorbis 
multiformis , a tertiary shell from Steinheim, are well 
shown in Fig. 128. I am very glad to see that the author 
is by no means addicted to an excessive multiplication of 
genera and species, which is the normal failing of so 
many Continental conchologisls, especially in the land 
and freshwater shells. In the Fteropoda he has rightly 
a iopted Pallas’s generic name Clione (1767-1774) for C, 
fotreaHs, instead of Muller’s name Clio (1776), which 
Fischer has used in the reverse sense. Clio of Linnd 
(founded on Browne’s genus and Jamaican species) is 
wrongly represented in the manuals of Fischer and von 
Martens by Cleodora of Lamarck. As no review or notice 
of any book is regarded as complete or satisfactory with¬ 
out a dash of criticism, however slight, I would venture to 
suggest a few corrigenda for the next edition. It is im¬ 
possible to distinguish Helix hortensis from H, tumor alis, 
except as a variety, the former being more northern and 
the latter more southern in geographical distribution, 
Hyalaa of Lamarck (1810) ought to be Cavolina of 
Gioeni (1783) and Abildgaard (179O, not of Bruguifcre 
079 = 0 » Loripes is not a synonym of Lucina, but a dis¬ 
tinct genus, and Spkcrrium is a much older name than 
Cyclas, But I make these few remarks more for the con¬ 
sideration of the author than from any pretence on my 


part to be a judge. I can heartily and conscientiously 
recommend this manual not only to the scientific but to 
the ordinary class of readers. J* Gwyn Jeffreys 

Notes on Qualitative Analysis, Concise and Explanatory . 
By H. G. H. Fenton. (Cambridge University Press, 
1K83.) 

These are ordinary tables of reactions of the ft more 
common metals and acids,” and also of some of the 
* “more common organic bodies.” The organic bodies 
include carbohydrates and a few alkaloids. 

It is very strange that the farce of common and rare 
elements is still maintained in nearly all the tables and 
books on qualitative analysis. Surely such elements as 
titanium and tungsten and molybdenum and selenium or 
lithium are common enough, at any rate in laboratories, to 
have a place given to them in analysis books, not to men¬ 
tion thallium, glucinum, and cerium, which do occur in 
minerals, to the no small mystification of the poor student 
crammed up with tables of analyses of l< common metals.” 
There are rather too many empty pages in these “Notes," 
and the size is inconveniently large for working with on a 
laboratory bench. 

Practical Chemistry, with Notes and Questions on Theo¬ 
retical Chemistry . By William Ri pper, Science Master, 
Sheffield Board School. (London: Isbister, 1883.) 

These notes and questions, mostly questions, have been, 
as the author explains, compiled to prepare students and 
teachers for the examinations of the Science and Art 
Department. It is to be regretted that such books are 
required, for although, as the author states in his preface, 
thi arrangement may have been very successful in u pass¬ 
ing ” students, it is questionable whether the information 
and knowledge obtained are of such a nature as to be 
valuable afterwards. The book is well adapted for its 
purpose, that of cramming. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[ The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of, rejected manuscripts , 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

[The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their litters 
as short as possible . The pressure on his spate is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novel tacts*] 

The Matter of Space 

Will you permit me to express my thanks to Prof. Herschel 
for his flattering review of my paper on “The Matter of 
Space," in Nature, vol. xxvii. p, 349? It is certainly grati¬ 
fying to find that the views which I deduced from the ordinary 
relations of moving matter are confirmed by the results of mathe¬ 
matical analysis, and it is a source of satisfaction to me to have 
called forth such a studied and thorough treatment of the subject 
as Prof. Herschel has given it. I cannot but retain my view of 
the unity in character of all substance, to which he otriect#, yet 
in that respect our opinions diverge but slightly, since 1 replace 
ether with excessively disintegrated matter, ana he considers the 
particles of ponderable matter to consist of aggregate* of ethereal 
substance. An ether whose condensation yields partided matter 
answers all the requirements of unity of substance. 

As the subject is under discussion, there are some farther 
points in the motor relations of particles which it may be well to 
indicate. It is highly improbable that the molecules of matter, 
even if it Iw in the state of a rare gas, wander at will, constantly 
changing their relations of position to other molecules. More 
probably there is very little independent change of place, each 
molecule being visually held as a close prisoner in a nest of sur- 
rounding molecules. The grouping of molecules may be changed 
by the action of external agencies, but a new molecular equili¬ 
brium tends to be quickly established, Sueh seems the general 
tendency of nature. If some of the molecules in a most of 
substance have an independent motion, frictiqn sooa disseminates 
that motion, and brings them into harmonious conformity with 
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thdr fellows. This we know to be tbe case with all moving 
masses of matter* Their independent motion is gradually over¬ 
come by friction, and their motion brought into accordance with 
that of surrounding masses. The same principle applies to 
molecules. Friction, or molecular impact, its equivalent, must 
quickly reduce their discordant movements, and bring all the 
molecules of a mass into harmonious motor relations. 

Molecules are related to their fellows in three distinct methods, 
those of the solid, the liquid, and the gas. We can only con¬ 
jecture the character of the&e relations. In the solid there is 
perhaps no impact of molecules under normal conditions. Each 
molecule may lie in the centre of a nest of attractions, within 
which it descriles a vibratory movement, without coming into 
contact with any of the similarly moving molecules that surround 
it In the gas attraction also rets, but not vigorously enough to 
restrain the moving molecule, and cause vibration. Here, then, 
impact is incessant. Yet the molecule can seldom escape from 
its nest. It is driven backwards on all sides, and held captive 
within a contracted space. A certain harmony must arise 
between the motions of the.se gas molecules under conditions of 
equalised temperature, which must tend to produce an equal 
resistance to eM^ape in every direction, and to confine each with¬ 
in a fixed space in relation to tbo e surrounding. Such is not 
the case when in one gas a volume of a different gas is set free. 
The molecules, moving with different speed-, cannot harmonise 
in their impacts. The molecules of the second gas find open 
spaces in the net of the first, and lapidly di geminate themselves. 
But the prollability continues that in every homogeneous gas, at 
a fixed temperature, there is little or no fee excursion of mole¬ 
cules. In the liquid there are also probably harmonious relations 
of molecular motion. The character of this motion wedo not 
know. It is possibly a rotation around general centres of gravity. 
However that be, each molecule must, under homogeneous con¬ 
dition®, move within fixed limits. 

If such be the case, each molecule of a homogeneous mass 
occupies a fixed field, from which it cannot of itself escape, and 
whose boundaries it cannot change. These boundaries arc 
absolutely fixed by two energies. One of these is the momentum 
of the molecule, by which it drives back tho c e surrounding it. 
Tbe other is the pressure bearing upon the mass of which it 
forms * part. This pressure i< usually very great, so that the 
Opacc occupied by each molecule i- very minute, and its change 
of direction is necessarily very frequent. The pressure co< s i- 
tutes a tension, to which every molecule is subjec cd, and each 
has a normal rate of vibration, in accordance with this tension. 
Of course the weight of the molecule is a constant element in 
determining its vibratory pitch, which is therefore dependent 
upon the fixed element of weight and the varying element of 
pressure. 

Such may be the condition of equilibrium of all material 
molecules, whatever their state of aggregation, namely, tbe 
confinement of each molecule within a limited field, within 
which it incessantly moves, but from vhich it cannot escape. 
And to this condition of absolute localisation of every particle 
all matter tends to come, according to the theory of dissipation 
of energy. But as nature now exists there are opposing in¬ 
fluences which constantly overcome tbe tendency to locali ation. 
One of these is the ai traction of gravitation, which causes inde 
pendent motion both in masses and in molecules. The other is 
the heterogeneity of momentum of molecules, or what is usually 
known as inequality of temperature. 

So far as the first nf these is concerned, matter is now nearly 
in equilibrium. The spheres are yet contracting, under the in¬ 
fluence of gravity, but this extraction i-s ro gradual as not to 
materially affect the relations of molecules. Their mutual 
localisation is but slightly disturbed by this cause. The inequality 
of temperature is a more vigorous disturbing cause. To this are 
chiefly due those transfers of energy through space, and of matter 
through other matter to which all life and activity must be 
ascribed. The inequality here referred to, as mentioned in my 
former paper, U not of absolute heat contents, but of tempera¬ 
ture, which is a very different thing, since density affects the 
heat-containing powers of matter, and two masses of different 
density may be equal In temperature while very, unlike in heat 
contents. 

The accepted view of radiation is that there is everywhere an 
Unceasing outward transfer of molecular motion, that each mole¬ 
cule constantly yields and constantly receives radiant heat, 
changing in temperature when these transfers are unequal, but 
not when they are equal. This seems tome an incorrect view of 


the subject. If two masses of matter of,equal temperature be in 
contact there can be no radiation at all, instead of a doable radia¬ 
tion. For no molecule can transfer any of its energy to others. 11 
two molecules of equal momentum come into contact, neither can 
lose nor gain momentum. The momentum of each remains the 
same after as before the contact, and there cannot properly be said 
to have been a mutual transfer of energies. The only change that 
takes place is a change of direction of motion, and in this reaped 
the change in the one case balances that in the other. 

Thus properly we can speak of a transfer of motor energy 
only when the momentum* of the molecules differ, and in tf is 
case the transfer is from the most to the least vigorous only. 
Heat is yielded outwardly, but not cold. This transfer is con¬ 
tinually taking place, ,-ince the temperature of matter is very fur 
from a state of equilibrium. The transfer takes place in two 
methods. One or these is through direct collision. The other i? 
through vibratory impulse. We must consider these in succes’ ion. 

Collision constantly takes place between the molecules of 
gases. It takes place also In solids and liquids when by any 
cause their molecular equilibrium is disturbed. The result of a 
transfer of energy in this manner is what we may coll an impact 
radiation. Motion cannot lose or gain speed or change in direc¬ 
tion except through the influence of counteracting energies. Thus 
every impact radiation must run directly outward untirovercome 
by opposing energies of equal vigour. It is transferred from 
particle to particle, its speed changing in accordance with the 
weight of the particles, but its momentum continuing unchanged. 
Such impulses arc constantly travelling in all direction?, 'Ihey 
are very frequently checked by equal opposite impulses, and 
thus become local motion of molecules. This is the ever-acting 
equilibriating tendency. 

The other mode of molecular transfer is that supposed to be 
through exchange of vibrations—the ladiation of li^ht and heat. 
This transfer pr seats two relation?. One is that of speed. This 
depends nut on the speed of the motion, as in impact transfer, 
but on the tension of the conveying particles. As their tendon 
increase?, the radiant wave is conveyed more rapidly. As it 
diminishes, the wave travels more slow ly. It is quite possible, 
indeed, that the wave^ of light may move w ith a different spetd 
in interasbral space from their known rapidity in the ether of the 
solar system, since tthei may not be everywhere in the ran e 
state of tension. If so, certain astronomical concepts s would 
be affected. This equal speed of radiant transfer, whatever the 
rapidity of the vibration, indicates that radiance differs essentially 
from impact transfer. In fact, there is no special neces ity in 
their character that transverse vibrations should be tinnsferred. 
They may cea*e with any panicle, and continue to exist as con¬ 
tinuous vibra ion of that particle, or the energy of the vibration 
be yieided to it as direct motion. If in this case the particle 
move more vigorously than those surrounding, the vibratory 
tran fer will be replaced by im ( act transfer. 

This cessation of radiant transfer is constantly taking place. 
Every wave of light and heat that comes to the earth's surface 
is partly convened into local heat, partly transmitted through 
transparent substances and partly repelled from the surfaces of 
.ub*tances. Thus radiant transfer seems to be rather an accident 
than a necessity of matter, rince the energy thus transferred enn 
be immediately exchanged into 1-icd energy, without the agency 
of equal opposing energy, ns in impact transfer. Whether the 
wave shall travel onwards, be absorbed, or be repelled, appear* 
to depend on the tension of the substance which it affects. 
Each molecule of every mass has its normal pitch of vibration, 
in acc rdance with its weight and tension. If the radiant vibra¬ 
tion be in complete accord with that pitch it wid be retained an 
local heat vibration. If in imperfect accord it will be partly 
held, If discordant it will be transferred or repelled. In the 
latter case it probably follows the easiest chanuel. Although 
the direction of the ray is readily changed, yet probably it has 
a special vigour of movement in the direct channel. Other 
things being equal, it would follow the direct in preference 10 
the reflected course. Therefore in cases of reflection there must 
be a resistance in the molecules of the reflecting substance 
which makes it easier for the wave to change its direction than 
to force itself on these molecules. This change of direction in 
the wave, however, i$ not a change in the direction of motion. 
The vibration continues in its original plane. It can only be 
changed fioift this plane by special influences within transparent 
substances, in vhich the v are vibrations, while acting upon the 
molecules of the substance, are in some way distorted by their 
interaction with the normal molecular motions. 
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There are two other methods of transfer of molecular motion 
to which brief allusion may b.e made. One of these is the elec¬ 
tric transfer. The character of this we do not know, but we 
have reason to believe that it is vibratory, and that it bears cer¬ 
tain analogies to light vibration. The other method is heat 
conduction. This is a transfer of energy by exchange of normal 
vibrations. It takes the place in solids of the impact transfer in 
gases. The molecule or the solid, when possessed of excess 
motive energy, cannot yield it toothers by impact, and must 
therefore do so by a drag upon these others through the ties of 
attraction. This is the slowest of all modes of transfer of 
energy. For its proper action it is necessary that the substance 
should be homogeneous, and the vibrations of its molecules’ 
normal. The instant the tension changes, either by connection 
of unlike substances or a condensing twist in a homogeneous 
substance, the mode of transfer changes. The heat vibration of 
the molecule is offered to another of different pitch, which re¬ 
fuses to receive it as normal vibration, and at once the rapid 
electric transfer manifests itself* Normal heat vibration is thus 
converted into thermoelectricity. 

Their brief review may help to give ‘Ome idea of the relations 
between molecules. In their state of normal equilibrium, which 
they seek to regain after every excursion, they possess no inde¬ 
pendence of movement, but ore rigidly confined within fixed 
limits. They may change place in common with all the mole¬ 
cules of the mass to which they belong, but not independently. 
Vigorous disturbing influences may break up the molecular 
grouping, but immediately a new stable grouping is assumed. 
The incessant molecular disturbances which occur do not usually 
cause a change of grouping. The<e consist of vibratory trans¬ 
missions of energy, and of transfers of motion thiough impact of 
molecules, and their effect is but the production of momentary 
variations in the direction and vigour of the motion of the 
affected molecule. To the influences of this character above 
mentioned may be added those of the vibrations of sound, of 
magnetic energy, and of chemical affinity. The latter alone 
produces any marked variations of molecular grouping. 

Philadelphia, U.S. Charles Morris 

On the Morphology of the Pitcher of “ CephalotuB 
folllcularis ” 

1 OBSERVE that the last sentence but one of my brief notice of 
Cephalotus, which appeared in Nature last week, is calculated 
to convey an erroneous impression. The lid ^ of Fig. I is seen 
to be a c mical structure with a relatively broad base and a nar¬ 
rower indetited apex. In the matured pitcher the free portion 
of the lid is much broader than its more contracted base ; and 
the developed and involuted margin referred to extends round 
the mouth of the pitcher until it reaches that base, but does not 
cross it, as by an oversight on my part my words imply. 

Fallow field, Manchester, June 8 W. C. Williamson 


at an elevation of 30 degrees, and nearly horizontally* The 
colour was bright white, the apparent length 5 degrees j it had 
the form of an artist's brush ; and the handle broke into many 
fragments. The head suddenly disappeared. This meteor was 
seen at Newcastle, Wreck mg ton, and Cullercoats and it would 
be interesting to know in what position it was observed at points 
far south,of Northumberland.” 

Your correspondent does not say whether he saw it towards 
the south or north, nor does he state its elevation above the 
horizon. It M ould be interesting to know its apparent elevation 
at places north of Kent and south of Northumberland. 

Newcasstle-on-Tync, June 8 T. P. Parkas 


Intelligence in Animals 

In Nature (vol. xxviii. p. 82) is a letter headed " Intelli¬ 
gence in a Hog,” which certainly shows that a power of reflec¬ 
tion is sometimes possessed by the canine species far beyond what 
one ordinarily observes in them. Perhaps the following anec¬ 
dote will interest some of your readers, in which it will be seen 
that the common crow of India exhibits (occasionally at least! 
an equal amount of a quality superior to what is usually styled 
instinct in animals. 

In the summer of 1878, when 1 and a friend were travelling 
in the Himalayas, we marched from Dlrtrmsala to Simla, pass¬ 
ing through the native states of Mundi, Suket, Bilaspur, and 
Krki. One day, when we were about half way between Suket 
and Bilaspur, we rested two or three hours under the shadow of 
a rock whence there issued ft spring of Mater most welcome to 
us thirsty and somewhat weaiy travellers. We drank our fill 
and threw ourselves dow n upon the ground. After we had been 
there a short time an old crow and its half-grown young one 
came also to slake their 1 hirst. I happened to have a small 
piece of a stale chuppati (or unleavened bread which the natives- 
eat) in my pocket, and 1 threw it to them; the old bird ex¬ 
amined it, turned it over, and then called her young one to come 
and partake of it. The latter did bis best to obey his parent, 
but the morsel was ao hard and dry he could not manage to eat 
it, and said so in his ow n bird language. The old bird then as 
plainly replied “try again,” tvhich he did most obediently, but 
with no better success. The old bird then took up the rejected 
piece and deliberately placed it in one of the little streams 
formed by the water of the spring (perhaps about six feet 
beneath where I was lying) ; she then happed off, followed by 
her young one, and here comes the most curious part of the 
story : in about a ouarter of an hour or so both birds returned 
to this spot, the old one with her beak pointed to the piece of 
chuppati, which by that time had been rendered soft by the 
action of the water, and by signs and sounds seemed plainly to 
tell her young one, “ There now, the food is soft j eat it, and no 
more nonsense.” This the young bird immediately did. 

Copenhagen, June 8 Cosmopolitan 


A Large Meteor 

The meteor seen by Mr. Hall of Shoreham (Nature, vol. 
xxviii. p. ia6) was also observed by Mr. James Cullen of the 
Stonyhurst Observatory. Its path, as seen from here, was from 
S.E. by E. to N.E, by E. (true), traversing an arc of al>out 7°°* 
Its altitude was not more than from i2°to 15 0 above the horizon. 
It travelled exceedingly slowly, was visible f >r about 20 seconds, 
and was first seen at ro.30 p.m, G.M.T. Its size was that of 
the full moon, white in colour, and with a tail io* to 12 9 in 
length. It burst into a show'er of small pieces before it dis¬ 
appeared, presenting exactly the appearance described by your 
correspondent 

Owing to the twilight and to the haze which hung about 
the horizon, its position could not be referred to the stars, the 
only star visible being o A quite, near which the meteor passed. 
From the compass bearings and altitude given above its approxi¬ 
mate path was from i8h. 50m., 8 - a*, to M 22h. 35m., 8 + 25“. 

Stonyhnrst Observatory S. J. PERRY 

Your correspondent, A. Hall, in your issue of June 7, records 
the appearance of a large meteor seen by him at bhorcham, 
Kent, on Sunday evening, June 3, at 10.40. I recorded the 
same meteor in the Newcastle Daily Journal as follows 
o Ai An Enormous Meteor, —Mr. Bark as informs us that on 
f tojday evening, June 3, at 10.40, an enormous meteor of great 
brilliancy moved slowly across the heavens from south to north, 


My big black Newfoundland retriever, 11 Faust,” has ft 
chivalrous habit of taking smaller and weaker dogs under his 
protection, and about two years ago he constituted himself cham¬ 
pion of a wretched little thoroughbred mongrel whom we called 
the 11 Pauper,* 1 because it lived on charity in the garden opposite 
our house. •• Faust ” goes out marketing with the housekeeper, 
and as he has a passion for bread the baker's children always 
give him a stale roll, One day, for fun, they gave him two, 
which he picked up with some difficulty and then left the shojv 
followed by some of the children, one a lad of sixteen. " Faust* 
walked along the side of the garden railing till he met his pauper 
friend, to whom he gave one roll, and then ate the other himself 
waving his tail vigorously in evident satisfaction. A neighbour 
of ours has a kitchen cat who was taken in out of charity him¬ 
self, and who has several times brought 
a meal, 

Edinburgh, June 11 


in famishing friends for 
Nellie Maclaoak 


EASTERN ASIA AT THE FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION 

T H E sections of the Fisheries Exhibition devoted to 
China, Japan, and the British settlements and pro¬ 
tected native states in the Malay Peninsula, are in some 
respects disappointing. The interest and beauty of the 
Chinese section are indeed unsurpassed t but the other 
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Auctions fall far below what might have been anticipated. 
At the Fisheries Exhibition in Berlin three years ago, 
Japan was excellently represented j and when we recol¬ 
lect that fish forms one of the principal—probably next to 
rice and millet, the principal—staples of Japanese food, 
that the fishing-grounds extend from the most northern 
Kuriles almost within the Arctic circle, through various 
zones down to the most southern islands of the Loochoo 
archipelago, where they approach the sub-tropical regions, 
and tnat the primitive methods of catching and preserving 
fish of more than one race are now daily practised in 
various parts of this chain of islands, known as the 
Japanese Empire, it will be seen what scope the Japanese 
authorities had to make their section of much practical 
and scientific interest* At Berlin their section did pos¬ 
sess such interest, and the collection formed for exhibition 
there has, we believe, been made the nucleus for a do¬ 
mestic and permanent Fisheries Exhibition in Tokio. 
Failing the time or funds necessary to make a re¬ 
presentative collection for London this year, it was 
open to the Japanese Government to take a single 
portion of their vast fishing-grounds—such as Yezo, or 
the Inland Sea, or the Loochoo Archipelago—and repre¬ 
sent that only. This has been done by China with 
marked success. As it is, Japan is represented in the 
small space allotted to her by specimens of the fish tinned 
at the Government canning establishments at Sapporo in 
Yezo, and by a stall full of pictures on silk, lacquer, &c., 
of fish and fishing. These latter are all marked, “ For 
sale at the close of the Exhibition.” Doubtless the 
Japanese authorities had good reasons of their own for 
thus limiting their participation in the present Exhibition ; 
still it is permissible to express regret that they did not 
add, as they undoubtedly could have done, more to its 
value and interest. 

In the Malay States and the Straits Settlements fish is 
not such a staple of food as in Japan, and they are on the 
whole fairly represented. The curious Malay method of 
catching fish by constructing long and labyrinthine bam¬ 
boo ana cane fences, wide at the beginning and narrow¬ 
ing towards the end, where the fisherman’s hut is placed 
aloft, is represented by two or three models. These long 
fences, sometimes stretching far out to sea, are familiar 
objects to every traveller in the Straits. They are pro¬ 
tected by stringent local ordinances, and woe betide the 
unskilful shipmaster who runs his vessel through them. 

The Chinese section, viewed from a popular stand¬ 
point, is certainly a success. No pains appear to have 
been spared to make it representative of the Celestial 
Empire in its decoration. The Chinese ambassador 
himself has contributed two scrolls in large charac¬ 
ters containing verses of poetry. To the staff of the 
Imperial Customs under Sir Robert Hart—foremost in 
all that is for the welfare and good name of China— 
belongs the credit of this section. It would of course be 
impossible to represent in a single foreign contribution 
the fisheries of China, extending over more than 3000 
miles of coast line, as well as many thousands of miles of 
rivers and canals, and accordingly it was decided to re¬ 
present thoroughly one portion of the coast, At Berlin 
the Ningpo fisheries were so represented, and for this 
year, Swatow, a treaty port on a large estuary a little to 
the north of Canton, was selected. The nets, boats, 
lines, traps, and other implements used in fishing here, 
the Presses of the fishermen at various seasons, models 
of their huts ? and a scientific classification of the fish 
caught in this district, form the bulk of the Chinese 
exhibits. I n addition to Swatow, an attempt has been made 
also to represent Icbang, a port on the Yang-tsze, situated 
about 1000 miles from the sea, as well as the fisheries of 
Formosa and the neighbouring islands. The collec¬ 
tions were evidently made and catalogued in China and 
arranged here by experienced hands. The special cata¬ 
logue published by the order of Sir Robert Hart forms a 


complete descriptive guide to the whole, and is most 
interesting and instructive- Speaking generally, it may 
be said that the observer is most struck in this section 
with the extraordinary ingenuity displayed in utilising the 
most ordinary and unpromising objects for the purpose 
of fishing. Thus in Swatow they employ a boat drawing 
a few inches of water, with the rail nearly level with the 
surface. A narrow plank fixed along one side is painted 
white, and the light of the moon falling on it causes the 
fish to mistake it for water. They jump over the plank 
into the boat, where they get entangled in moss or grass. 
At Ichang, a wild animal such as the otter is trained, not 
to catch fish, but to frighten them into the net; while at 
Ningpo, cormorants are regularly and systematically 
- trained to fish. These and many other devices shown at 
the Exhibition mark the Chinese as the most ingenious 
and accomplished fishermen in the world. A large col¬ 
lection of corals, of crustaceans, mollusks, and other fish 
will attract the scientific observer, who will be much 
assisted in his examination by the special catalogue before 
mentioned. 


NOTE ON THE INFLUENCE OF HIGH TEM¬ 
PERA TURE ON THE ELECTRICAL RESIST¬ 
ANCE OF THE HUMAN BODY 


'THE experiments which I have now for some years 
* been carrying out as to the various forms of medical 
electricity have begun to furnish trustworthy results. 
Some of these, with the help of De Kilner, were incor¬ 
porated in a paper read before the Society of Telegraph 
Engineers on March 9, 1882. We there stated that at 
present “ we are hardly in a position to say how far the 
resistance of the body varies in health ; but in disease it 
can be fairly stated that it sometimes diminishes and 
sometimes augments.” Of this fact we gave illustrations. 

It bad often occurred tome that the temperature of the 
human body very probably influences its resistance ; and 
some experiments had been made with a view of testing 
the amount of such influence. But in pathological re¬ 
searches it is often difficult to find a case not open to 
exception, and it is frequently necessary to wait a con¬ 
siderable time before, in the impossibility of experiment, 
accident presents one possessing the necessary conditions. 
Such a case I have now met with, and it is worth while 


to place it on record, if only to enable other observers to 
prosecute this line of investigation. 

• The patient is a young and intelligent gunsmith aged 
twenty-two. He had rheumatic fever severely twelve 
years ago, which, as is usual in young subjects, has left 
permanent heart disease behind it. This did not, how¬ 
ever, prevent his following his trade until the beginning 
of April in the present year. He then began to suffer 
from morning rigors, occurring at first at the interval of 
from seven to ten days, but, since Easter, daily, He came 
into my ward in St. Thomas’s Hospital on April 28. It 
is not necessary to detail the medical history of the case 
in a scientific periodical; it will be sufficient to state that 
about 8.30 a.m. he was in the habit of suffering from 
severe attacks not unlike those of ague, in the course of 
which the temperature rapidly rose to 105° F. In the 
afternoon it sank to the normal human temperature of 
98° or 99 0 F. The cause of this remarkable symptom is 
still somewhat obscure; it has completely resisted the 
action of quinine and other antiperiodics, as well as 
salicylic acid, aconite, and other approved lowerers of 
temperature. It is probably due to ulcerative endocarditis 
slowly advancing. The most remarkable part of the case 
is that it causes the patient no suffering or inconvenience 
whatever. His mind is clear, and, except the feeling of 
chilliness during the period of beat, he makes no com¬ 
plaint He is able to take interest in the determinations 
which I proceed to give. 

It occurred to me that this unusual range of daily tem- 
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peratyre (7 F.) afforded the opportunity I had long been ceases to decrease, a.id in this experiment it actually in- 
seeking, But it was some time before I could arrange creased to the amount of 480 ohms. The whole foot was 
suitable apparatus for its examination. A hospital ward immersed, its sole resting directly on the copper plate* 
is an awkward place for Wheatstone's bridge and delicate I have two other methods of making contact in use. The 
galvanometers. Moreover / had before found that from first consists of rubbing the skin with the oieate of mer* 
the peculiar conditions of the human body, the testing cury; which to the diffusion power of oleic acid adds the 
current, to produce accurate results, requires to be fre- conductivity of its base, and then immersing the part in 
quently reversed, for fear of opposition currents of polari- metallic mercury, The other consists of inserting small 
sation. I am glad to see a confirmation of this observa- silver claw-forceps, known to surgeons as “serrefines/ 1 
tion in a verbal communication of Prof. Rosenthal to the through the epidermis into the tissue below. This is 
Physiological Society of Berlin on April 13. rather painful, but not more so than I find medical stu- 

it was partly to overcome this difficulty that I devised, dents eager in the pursuit of knowledge can and will 

at Mr. Preece’s suggestion, a dynamometer for alter- easily undergo. W. H. STONE 

nating currents, of which the general arrangement was 


described in Nature some time ago. It was also 
brought before the Physical Socictyat their J une meeting 
m Oxford. Although severely criticised by some mem¬ 
bers of that learned body, it works extremely well, and 
may be, I hope, an addition to medico-electrical ap¬ 
pliances. For the purpose of the present experiment I 
found that an ordinarily sensitive galvanometer, con¬ 
siderably damped by air-reststance, was sufficient, since 
by the zero methods of balancing, it is only necessary just 
to see the deflection before commutating; when balance 
is obtained, commutation has no effect on the needle of 
the bridge. 

It would require more space than could probably be 
here afforded to give all details of the experiments, 
which, moreover, by the courtesy of Capt. Douglas 

Gallon, 1 hope to bring before the British Association of 
this autumn. But a brief summary of results is as 
follows : 

On June 5 1 reached the ward at 9.40 a.m. The rigor 
had begun at 8.30 and was beginning to decline ; I had 
time, however, for the following determinations ;— 

9 4°. K. 4140 ohms. 

9*55 .. 3470 „ 

10 -*° .2900 „ 

These measurements were taken with a very small 
E.M.F. of about 9 volts. On June 9 I succeeded in 
reaching the ward during the beginning of the rigor, and 
took the following measurements, this time with cor¬ 
responding temperatures :— 

10.30a.ro. Temp. X02 g 4 ... K. 4550 

I0 -4° »» », 104“ 2 .. „ 4630 

IO * 5 ° ». ,» 104**2 M 4930 

At this point the rigor, temperature, and resistance began 
to descend. I visited the patient again at 

3’iSP-tn. Temp. 103" ... R. 2300 

The apparatus in these observations was left un¬ 

touched, so as to prevent any accidental change. The 
measurement was made with a double E.M.F. to those 
preceding, namely, 18 volts. I determined on each occa¬ 
sion the resistance of the leads and terminals, which I 
found to be on each occasion 2 ohms. 

I cannot help thinking that the difference, which is as 
nearly as possible twice the smaller amount, is too great 
to be accounted for by any instrumental error, and that 
the human body, in spite of its large amount of liquid 
constituents, follows a similar thermal law of resistance 
to that influencing solid conductors, though in a very 
much higher ratio. 

Only one other point requires comment, namely, the 
mode of making contact between the body and the testing 
apparatus. Prof. Rosenthal in the communication quoted 
above draws attention to the high insulating powers of 
the epidermis. In the above experiment I passed the 
current through the two legs, from one foot to the other, 
in alternate directions. The feet were previously soaked 
in salt and water; two large pans containing about a 
quart of brine each were then placed under the feet, and 
m each was immersed a plate of coppet five inches square 
t onnected with the bridge by stout cables, I have found 
in other experiments that after half an hour the resistance 


THE AMBER FLORA 1 

''HIS is the first volume of a work on the flora of the 
amber-bearing formations of East Prussia, and is 
devoted exclusively to Coniferte. The introduction con¬ 
tains a sketch of the geological history of the order, and 
among much that is of interest we find an estimate that 
the existing Conifera? occupy an area of about 3,000,000 
square miles (500,000 German). The described fossil 
species arc now almost as numerous as the living (400 to 
450), though a revision might reduce their number by 
one-half. The colossal dimensions of some of the living 
Conifers are familiar to most, but it is not generally 
known how nearly these are rivalled by fossil species. 
Examples are given, as of a stem of Cupressinoxylon 
ponderosum , broken at both ends and 200 feet long, and 
another 12 to 14 feet across ; a stem of Araucarites, 25 
feet in circumference, and a silicified stem from Califor¬ 
nia, 33 feet round the butt. 

A considerable portion of the work is occupied with a 
minute and splendidly illustrated inquiry into and descrip¬ 
tion of the microscopic structure of the tissue of existing 
and fossil Coniferse, especially with regard to their resin- 
secreting organs. Goeppert claims to have originated 
this study forty years ago, and is certainly the chief au¬ 
thority in it. The result of his work shows that the 
Abictineae, or fir tribe, have almost alone contributed the 
amber, and that at least six species produced it, the chief 
being close allies of the Common Spruce and the Ameri¬ 
can Finns strobus . These possess three separate sets of 
resin-producing organs chiefly situated in the cambium 
layers, which are in the form of cells and ducts running 
in both horizontal and vertical directions, and appearing 
at a very early stage of growth. Some Pines are liable 
to frost-cracks, and into these the resin collects and 
thence exudes, keeping the wound from healing and fur¬ 
nishing a perpetual supply. Very few specimens of 
amber *ood preserve the bark layers with the resiniferous 
organs, but sufficient is seen to prove that these in no 
way differed from those of the Abietinese at the present 
day, especially of the Spruce. 

The most important section of the work probably is the 
research into the microscopic structure of the wood, which 
is, however, of an extremely technical nature. Five sepa¬ 
rate species of Finns are recognised by their wood, anda 
very rare and doubtful wood-structure is referred to the 
Taxinesc. 

More interesting perhaps to the general reader are the 
descriptions of fragments of foliage and fructification 
inclosed in the amber. Insignificant as the figured sped* 
mens appear, they are yet in so marvellous a state of 
preservation that their texture and microscopic structure, 
and even the glaucous colouring of the under sides of some 
of the leaves are visible. Twenty species are determined, 
with a tendency, it is pleasing to find, rather to curtail 
than to multiply the number previously described. They 
have been studied with extraordinary care, and the results 
are consequently unusually satisfactory, 

It Goeppert an d A. Kea(», NtturW 
hendeti Gc«U»chaft , n Danrig. 4 to ( 1883. 
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The Abietineas are represented by 2 Pines of the 
Tceda and t of the Pinaster section, and by 2 Fits. It 
is Impossible, with the material, to more than guess at 
the affinities of the fossil with the existing species in such 
an immense tribe, but 3 are compared with American, 
and 1 With a European species. The presence of 2 species 
of the Parasol Fir of Japan is of especial interest, if the 
appearance of a double midrib on the back of the leaf is a 
reliable character, but a doubt seems to be expressed in 
the altered termination of the name. “ SctadopifesP 
Nearly all the rest are Cupressineas, ana many are repre¬ 
sented by catkins and foliage. The Widdringtonias, a 
section of Callitris confined to the Cape and Madagascar, 
are represented by 2 species. The almost ubiquitous 
Tertiary Libocedrus salicornioides , allied to the Chilian 
Incense Cedar, is indisputably present, even its glaucous 
colour being preserved. Two Thuyas are indistinguish¬ 
able from the Chinese and the American Arbor-Vitae, 
and a more doubtful form is nearly related to the 
Thuyopsis iiolabrata of Japan, A male catkin exactly 
resembling that of the Red Cedar of Virginia (from which 
pencils are made) represents the Junipers, and this extra¬ 
ordinary assemblage is completed by the presence of the 
common European Cupressns. The TaX0I>iea£, again, 
arc represented by Sequoia Langsdorjii , a widespread 
and somewhat northern Tertiary Conifer, closely allied to 
the Californian Red Wood ; Taxodium disiichum , the 
Deciduous Swamp or Bald Cypress of Virginia, and the 
well-known Tertiary, Glyfitostrobusj all but indistinguish¬ 
able from the living Chinese species. The last described 
is an American type of Ephedra , or Jointed Fir. 

A group of Coniferae must therefore have existed in 
Europe, almost on one spot, comprising representatives 
from nearly every Geographical Province. There were 
present such magnificent representatives of the Cali¬ 
fornian Coniferae as the Red Wood, the Sugar Pine, the 
Douglas Spruce, the scarcely less majestic Bald Cypress, 
Red Cedar, Thyua, and Finns rigida of more eastern 
States, the Chilian Incense Cedar, the Parasol Fir, the 
Arbor-Vitae, the Glyploslrobus t and the Thuyopsis of the 
Eastern Coasts of Asia, the Scotch Fir, the Spruce and 
the Cypress of Europe, and the Callitris of Southern 
Africa. Based on the careful research of a man who has 
made Coniferae his especial study for fifty years, these 
determinations have a value which the haphazard methods 
of so many workers in Fossil Botany do not possess. 
The causes which led to the dispersion and extinction in 
Europe, in such relatively recent times, of so consider¬ 
able a group of Coniferae would be interesting to trace 
out. , 

The similarity between the Amber Flora and the over- 
lying Brown-coal Flora, described by Heer, lead to the 
inference that its age must be Middle Miocene. The 
deposits are uniformly sand, clay, and loam, in which are 
imbedded partly rolled stones of various kinds and sizes. 
The whole belongs to a vast and widely spread amber¬ 
bearing u diluvial formation” which stretches from the 
confines of the White Sea into Holland. The richest 
deposits are situated along a ctrip of coast between 
Memel and Dantzic, but the real home of amber has 
been supposed to lie in the bed of the Baltic between 
Bornholm and the mainland. It rests upon Cretaceous 
rocks, and consists chiefly of their debris, forming a 
peculiar mixture known as “btaue-Erde,” which appears to 
exist throughout the Province of Samland at a depth of 
80 to 100 feet, and to contain an almost inexhaustible 
supply of amber. The authors wish to correct the name 
to^wau-griin/' to distinguish it from the blue earth which 
accompanies the brown coal in Silesia and elsewhere. 
Immense quantities of amber are washed out to sea from 
the coast, or brought down by rivulets and cast up again 
during storms or in certain winds. The expectations that 
amber-bearing beds of equal richness would be found at 
greater depths farther pom the Sen have not been realised, 


and these already priceless and apparently inexhaustible 
coast-deposits have thereby acquired an enhanced im¬ 
portance. It seems probable that the amber-beds of the 
North Sea belong to the same formation, and that these 
may even have been continuous to the east coast of Great 
Britain. 

Though the greatest quantity of amber is found on the 
coast, the largest pieces, 6*5 and 9*5 kilos., were met with 
inland. It is never found in paying quantities at a greater 
depth than 4 to 6 feet, and chiefly in the “diluvial beds ” 
with rolled fragments of brown coal, wood, and stones. 
It is rare in the brown-coal formation, and even 
when met with is almost confined to the Upper blue 
and plastic clays. The quantity, however, seems to be 
inexhaustible, for the rich and celebrated blue-earth of 
Samland extends along the coast for 60 miles, and 
possesses a breadth of about 12 miles and an average 
thickness of 10 feet. Runge estimates that each cubic 
foot contains ^ lb. of amber, which gives a total of some 
9,600,000,000 lbs. The actual yield at present is 200,000 
to 300,000 lbs. per annum, or at least five times the 
quantity estimated to be cast up by the waves of the 
Baltic on this coast, so that it appears, at the present rate 
of quarrying, there is a supply for some 30,000 years to 
come. A good deal of amber, it must be remembered, is 
cast up on other Baltic shores and along the North Sea. 

In an inquiry as to the probable extent of Pine forests 
that would be required to produce such a bulk of amber, 
the authors take the Norway Spruce (Finns abies f Linn.) 
for the purpose of comparison. Estimating that the full 
age of the species is 120 >ears, sixty to seventy of which 
are resin-producing, they conclude that 6000 lbs. per acre 
would be the product of each generation, and therefore 
that the Baltic Sea, with its area of 6370 German 
miles, might yield, if covered with Norway Spruce, 
8,408,400,000 lbs., or about an equivalent to the quantity 
contained in the 20 German square miles of the Samland 
“ blue-earth " referred to above. It thus appears that if 
this amber in it had been produced on the spot, some 
300 generations would have been required to furnish it, 
but it is of course far more probable that it has been 
collected together in its present position by the action of 
water. These estimates being founded on a species 
relatively poor in resin, even notoriously less resinous 
than Pin us austriaca and other existing species, it is 
likely that the amber yield was in excess. 

The Amber Flora presents a group of cryptogams com- 
.prising 20 Fungi, 12 lichens, and about as many mosses 
—plants hardly represented in any other Tertiary Flora. 
It is united to other Miocene Floras, not only by its 
Coniferae, but by the widely-spread Cinnamonum poly - 
morpkum. It contains 42 species of Conifers, Cupuliferae, 
Betulece, Salicineae, &c., a species of Hakea, in all 
27 Mononetalae and 12 Polypetalie, including such rarely 
preservea orders as Scrophulariacese, Primulaceae, Capri- 
foliaceae, and Loranthaceae, the gatherings from forest, 
meadow, and fen. These are to be described in a forth¬ 
coming work. The Coniferae are, however, of chiefest 
interest, more especially as, while resembling the resinous 
species of the present day, their secretions differed so 
essentially in quality as to have left a product unknown 
in any other geological age. 

J. Stark ie Gardner 


THE STORY OF A BOULDER 

HE Warwickshire papers report a curious open-air 
service held on Sunday last at Stockton, near Rugby, 
to “consecrate” a targe granite boulder which has been 
inscribed and railed m at the expense of the villagers. 
It lies on a bed of concrete in the centre of the little 
place, protected by a handsome iron railing ; a few square 
Inches are polished to show the grain; an inscription 
records that it was brought from Mount Sorrel, a distance 
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ef aixty miles, by an iceberg or a glacier in the great 
let Age ; and tne ground around it is to be inclosed, 
turfed, planted, and set with rustic seats* A fine day, 
and the novel proceeding, drew a large and attentive 
'crowd ; a short, bright service was conducted with the 
aid of an unusually good village choir; and the big stone 
set up by Joshua at Shechem formed the text for a sermon 
intendea to stamp the boulder as a religious no less than 
a scientific monument. 

This charming little idyll is the closing chapter in a 
story which might claim to share the title made historic 
by a great geologist. Five years ago the present rector, 
coming to Stockton, found the boulder lying in a ditch, 
into which it had been rolled from its inconvenient, posi¬ 
tion by the roadside. A hazy clerical belief that it was 
** Druidic ” had saved it from complete destruction ; but 
it was the cockshy of all the children, bonfires were 
lighted on it occasionally, and it lay at the mercy of every 
field club which might come hammering that way. Large, 
glaciated, and of granite, it was clearly worth preserving. 
The new rector told its probable history from the pulpit, 
and the village mind was roused. Reports came in of 
other big stones far and near, some of which were also 
of glacial origin ; the quarrymen in the adjoining lime- 
works, digging down to a smaller piece of granite and 
some beautifully striated blocks of sandstone, protected 
instead of breaking them ; and by following up the 
hint thus given, a fine bed of boulder clay was un¬ 
covered, shown to Dr. Crosskey, and inserted in the 
Boulder Committee Report of the British Association. 
The fame of the great stone spread ; visitors came to see 
it; the Stocktonians, who had through frequent lectures 
learnt its scientific value, became proud of their “ Pibble ” 
and of their ability to instruct their neighbours ; the sub¬ 
scription point was reached, and money found to move 
and rail in the treasure ; the surrounding villages finally 
emptied themselves to attend the consecration service, 
ana Stockton is at this moment, like douce Davie Deans, 
“as uplifted as a midden-cock on pattens.*' 

The moral of the story is twofold. First: what has 
been done in Stockton ought to be done in scores of other 
villages. This boulder was the first Link in a chain of 
evidence, lengthening ever since, in favour of a new and 
pregnant probability, the current of an ice^sheet from the 
Charnwood Forest heights across the table-land of South 
Warwickshire. In countless corners more lie similar 
monuments, unknown and doomed, which, if thus pre¬ 
served and studied, would afford the keys to like problems 
in geology. And secondly : the clergy ought to do it. 
Our country parsons are, if they could be educated to see 
it, the natural discoverers and conservators of local relics j 
with the opportunities they have and the attainments they 
ought to possess, they might in their mere leisure write 
such a scientific history of England as no country has yet 
possessed. Let them read the delightful chapter in Le 
Maudity which paints the Curt? Julio in his Pyrenean 
parish, and in order that they may be qualified to imitate 
him, let the bishops be wise in their generation, and exact 
a knowledge of some branch of natural history from 
every candidate for Orders. 


REPORT OF THE PARIS OBSERVATORY FOR 
THE YEAR 1882 

have received from Admiral Mouchei, the Director 
v v of the Paris Observatory, the report on the state of 
that Observatory for the past year, and as we recently 
made reference to the state of our own Greenwich Ob¬ 
servatory on the occasion of the visitation which took 
place at the beginning of the preseot'month, we think it 
may interest our readers if we make a few extracts from 
this report of Admiral Mouchei. 

The report opens with a complaint that the service of 
the Observatory has been very considerably deranged by 
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the preparations for the transit of Venus. Not only did 
the various members of the expedition attend at the Ob¬ 
servatory in order to be trained either in photography or in 
the me of the artificial transit, but no less than five of the 
personnel of the Observatory themselves took part in the 
work. At the same time, says Admiral Mouchez, the 
past year may take rank with any of its predecessors 
when the increased work of the Observatory is taken into 
account, for during this time an extension of ground 
has taken place, the equatorial coudd has been installed, 
and several underground chambers have been constructed 
for the purpose of studying magnetism and terrestrial 
physics generally. Curiously enough, one of the pounds 
on which the addition of magnerical studies to the work 
of the Observatory is urged is, that the cloudy skies of 
Paris so frequently interrupt the purely astronomical ob¬ 
servations, that, without some such work as it is now pro¬ 
posed to add, the observers would frequently have httle 
to do. 

Among the purely astronomical work of the Observa¬ 
tory which has been going on for the last four years is 
that of the revision of Lalande’s catalogue of stars, num¬ 
bering 40,000. Concerning this work, we are informed 
that the General Catalogue, which will form eight 
volumes in quarto, is well in hand, and it is hoped that 
two volumes Mill be published each year, or at all events 
four volumes during the next three years. To assist in 
the construction of the catalogue, 110,000 meridian ob¬ 
servations have been made during the last four years. 

The employment of ordinary equatorials in an obser¬ 
vatory, remarks Admiral Mouchez, necessitates a con¬ 
tinual change of position of the observer, he being 
compelled to follow the movement of the eyepiece into 
positions which are often inconvenient and fatiguing, 
whilst the heavy dome of the observatory has also to be 
constantly rotated to follow the motion of the telescope. 
In order to obviate the necessity for this, M. Lccwy con¬ 
ceived the idea of adapting to the equatorial the system 
of “lunette brisde,” employed first in England, and after¬ 
wards to a greater extent in Germany, especially in small 
transit instruments. 

The new coud<$ equatorial may be thus described:—The 
polar axis of the instrument is supported at its extremi¬ 
ties on two pillars like a meridian instrument. Round 
this axis the telescope turns, forming a right angle at the 
lower support. By means of a mirror placed at the sum¬ 
mit of this angle the light is reflected along the pierced 
axis, at the end of which the eyepiece or the micrometer 
is placed. Under these conditions, with the telescope at 
rest, the equatorial stars pass across the observer’s field 
of view. But of course the telescope must not be limited 
to the observation of equatorial stars. In order to secure 
the observation of other stars, a mirror free to rotate 
is placed before the object-glass and connected with the 
declination circle. The inclination of this mirror may 
be changed so as to throw the light coming from a star 
of any declination into the tube, This arrangement 
therefore permits the observer to explore every part of 
the heavens without quitting his position at one end of 
the polar axis, The telescope may, practically, by a 
rotation of this axis, be directed towards any part of the 
celestial equator, whilst a star of any declination may 
be made to throw its light down the broken telescope 
by means of the external mirror. It might be imagined 
that in this latter case the double reflection would result 
in the loss of a good deal of light, but we read that the 
preliminary experiments have shown that this is hot the 
case, and that the polish and figure of the mirrors are 
very satisfactory. They are silvered, and of course can 
be easily repolished. We should add that this infttni* 
mer t, now one of the actualities of the Observatory, is 
****** liberality of Mr. Biscboffoheim* 

With regard to more strictly physical observations, 
those who have made their complaint inspecting the 
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recent weather in England will perhaps find a grain of 
consolation in the statement that M. Thollon, who comes 
every summer to wbrk in connection with this part 
of the Observatory, spent his whole summer there last 
year without being able to make a single observation. 
M, Egoroff, Professor of Physics at Warsaw, was, we 
learn, occupied during the months of July and August, as 
ii\ preceding years, with the spectroscopic study of atmo¬ 
spheric absorption, working wjth a beam of electric light 
sent from Mont-Valdricn to the Observatory. 

Most of our readers are aware that the French Govern¬ 
ment has, as we think wisely, determined to separate the 
special meteorological investigations from the astronomical 
work of the Observatory. In consequence of this decision, 
Admiral Mouchez is now making meteorological obser¬ 
vations of possibly a still higher value, with the special 
object of determining the different corrections, such as 
for refraction, to be applied to the astronomical obser¬ 
vations. 

The magnetical observatory which is now being com¬ 
pleted will evidently be one of the first order. Six 
subterranean chambers of constant temperature have 
been built under the best possible conditions of isolation 
and stability. An outer wall of nearly 2 m. thickness 
incloses a rectangular space 40 m. in length, and 14 m. 
wide, completely impervious to moisture. The observing 
chambers, of which there are four of 5 m. by 4 in., and 
tvo of 6 m. by 5 m., are constructed in this space, being 
isolated from its walls by passages 2 m, wide. The walls 
of the observing chambers themselves are Ko centimetres 
thick; they communicate with each other by doors 
Jim. wide, and have a height of 3*65m. The vaulted 
rx>f, im, thick, is covered by earth to the thickness of 
2 m., whilst grass and plants protect the soil from the 
direct rays of the sun, and from frost. The observing 
chambers can either be lighted by gas or by reflection 
from without. 

Advantage has been taken of the existence of these 
chambers by placing in them the clocks fro 11 which the 
time is distributed throughout Paris, but in spite of all 
precautions it is unfortunately discovered that the cham¬ 
bers are not altogether free from minor trepidations 
resulting from the traffic of the streets. It is proposed 
therefore to pla?e the apparatus for the study of the ver¬ 
tical and slow movements of the soil to a gallery in the 
Catacombs 27 m. below the surface. This apparatus has 
baen constructed and is ready for use. 

Among the meteorological work to be done with the 
object to which we have previously referred is included a 
series of observations from a captive balloon. This is of 
such a size that with ordinary gas in calm weather it can 
lake self-registering barometers, thermometers, and hygro¬ 
meters up to a height of 500 m., and with pure hydrogen 
it can ascend to a height of 800 m. It has been found by 
experiment that the balloon cannot be well managed if 
the air has a velocity greater than 4 m. or 5 m. per second; 
but this is not regarded as being inconvenient, because it 
is during complete calm that those great and frequent 
inversions of the law of decrease of temperature which 
most sensibly interfere with astronomical refraction, 
manifest themselves. 

Simultaneous observations will be made on the meridian 
of the Observatory of Paris, north at the Observatory of 
Montmartre, and south at the Observatory of Mont- 
souris. 

The construction of the great refractor of 16 m. focal 
length with its dome of 20 m. in diameter is going on 
steadily. The object-glass worked by M. Martin is 
alftady finished, and the ground on which the Observa¬ 
tory is to be built is now prepared. There are some 
interesting details in the report touching the dome, the 
ditpensions of which we learn will be the same as that of 
the Panthdon, and the largest ever attempted. 

In insisting upon such a dome turning with ease, it 


must not be forgotten that it would be useless to construct 
one of such dimensions, unless steps were taken to prevent 
the ill effecls which would arise from any displacement of 
deformation of the soil on which the Observatory is to 
be erected, or the walls of the Observatory itself. The 
arrangement which is to be adopted in the construction 
of this dome is that proposed by M. Eiffel. Iq order to re¬ 
duce to a minimum the resistance due to friction on circular 
rollers, M. Eiffel proposes to float the dome by means of a 
circular caisson plunged in a receptacle of the same form* 
filled with a liquid which will not freeze, such as an aqueous 
solution of chloride of magnesium. An experiment made 
with a small model gave hopes of the most satisfactory 
results with this arrangement. There is much originality 
in the idea, and at the Paris Observatory more than any¬ 
where else perhaps it is necessary that some such ar¬ 
rangement as this should be adopted, for it must not be 
forgotten that the Observatory is situated over the Cata¬ 
combs, one result of which has been that for many years 
the pillars of the meridian circle erected in the gardens 
have gradually inclined towards the east in consequence 
of the displacement of the soil. If the same thing were 
to happen to the Observatory for the greit equatorial, 
there is little doubt that before many years were over the 
dome would be quite immovable, whereas with Eiffel's 
floating arrangement, whatever be the change in level 
within season due to such a cause as we have named, the 
dome would still turn. 

Another point which is engaging the attention of the 
Director is the erection of an astronomical observatory on 
the Pic du Midi, at a height of 2859 m. At this elevation, 
according to General de Nansouty, it is easy to read at 
night by the light of the stars alone, and fifteen or sixteen 
Pleiades are visible to the naked eye. It is indeed time 
that the importance of the possibility of observations at 
great heights received a fuller recognition. When the 
astronomical party were in the Rocky Mountains in 1878, 
to observe the eclipse of the sun there, three American 
observers had no difficulty in detecting the satellites of 
Jupiter every night with the naked eye. Nothing could 
show better the purity and transparency of the air than 
this, and to establish these facts is to establish also the 
necessity for utilising them. Jt is intended that any 
astronomer who wishes to make any special researches 
may take advantage of this Pic du Midi Observatory. At 
the same time, however, astronomers will be sent from the 
Paris Observatory to profit by the clear skies of the south 
at those times when the climate of Paris reduces the 
'number of possible observations in the Observatory itself. 
It is pointed out that not only the science of astronomy, 
but physics, chemistry, and physiology, will probably 
derive great benefit from the institution of such an obser¬ 
vatory as this. 


NOTES 

The Royal Society Soiree last Wednesday was as successful 
as usual, though the absence of the preiddent, Mr. SpMtiswoodc, 
through illness, was to be regretted. From inquiries last night 
we are glad to learn that Mr. Spottiswoode, who is suffering 
from Roman fever, Is going on very well. 

Th e candidates selected by the Council of the Royal Society, 
whose names we gave in Nature, vol. xxvii p. 614, were 
elected last Thursday. 

Da. Mich are Foster has, in accordance with unanimous 
expectation, been elected to the newly established Professorship 
of Physiology in the University of Cambridge; end Dr. 
Alexander Macaluter, F.R.S., Professor of Comparative Ana- 
tony and Zoology in the University of Dublin, has been elected 
to the Professorship of Anatomy, vacant by the resignation of 
Prof, Humphry. 
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It will gratify our readers to learn that Her Majesty has 
subscribed 50/. and the Prince of Wales 26/. 5 '* to the fund now 
being raised by the Scottish Meteorological Society for the 
establishment of a Meteorological Observatory on the top of 
Ben Nevi^ At a meeting of the Council of the Society on 
Saturday last, wc understand Khat plans and specifications and 
offers from several contractors for making a road from Fort 
William to the top of Ben Nevis were submitted, and it was 
resolved to commence the making of the road at once ; Mr. 
Sydney Mitchelt, architect was instructed to make arrangements 
for the completion of the work within two months. 

Prof. Morris has presented to University College, London, 
Ids valuable geological library. 

The following subjects have been settled for conferences at 
the Fisheries Exhibition ; the authors whose names arc given have 
contented to read papers. Many gentlemen have consented to 
act in this capacity, but the complete list is not yet ready:— 
British Fisheries and Fishermen, by H.R.U. the Duke of 
Edinburgh; the Fisheries of the United States, by Prof. Brown 
Goode ; the Fisheries of the Dominion ; the Fisheries of other 
Countries (Commissioners for Sweden, Norway, Netherlands, 
China, &c., have promised to take part in these conferences) ; 
Herring Fisheries, by Mr, R. W. Duff, M.P.; Pilchard and 
Mackerel Fisheries, hy Mr. J, CornRh ; Salmon and Salmon 
Fisheries ; Fresh Water Fisheries (including Trout), by Mr. 
Francis Francis ; Seal Fisheries, by Capt. Temple ; Oyster Cul¬ 
ture and Fisheries, by Prof. Hubrecht; Mollusks, Mussels, 
Whelks, &c., used for Food or Bait, by Mr. Chas. Harding ; 
Line Fishing, by Mr. C. M, Murdahl; Trawling; the Applica¬ 
tion of Steam Power to the Fishing Industry; Principles of 
Fishery Legislation by the Right Hon. G. Shaw Lefevre, 
M.P. ; Fish Culture and Acclimatisation of Fishes, by Sir James 
Maitland ; Fish as Food, by Sir Henry Thompson; Fish Trans¬ 
port and FLh Markets, by His Excellency Spencer Walpole; 
Food of Fishes, by Dr. F. Day ; Storm Warnings, by Mr. R. 
H. Scott; Fish Diseases, by Prof, Huxley; Economic Condi¬ 
tion of Fishermen, by Prof. Leone Levi ; Protection of Life of 
Fishermen; Scientific Results of the Exhibition, by Prof. Ray 
Lank ester. 

The Committee appointed by the French Parliament to con¬ 
sider the pension to M. Pasteur, have agreed to recommend its 
(ncreasi from 12,000 francs to 25,000, with reversion to the 
widjw and children. 

Prof. Lknz is about to organise, with the aid of the Russian 
Geographical Society, a series of observations on terrestrial cur¬ 
rents along four line t of Russian telegraphs—Moscow to Kazan 
and to Kharkoff, and Tiflis to Rostoff and Baku. The neces¬ 
sary instruments are ordered, and the observations will begin ns 
soon as these are ready. These observations were highly re¬ 
commended, as is known, by the International Polar Committee 
at its Hamburg meeting, in connection with the magnetic obser¬ 
vations of the circumpolar stations, as well as by the Electrical 
Congress at Paris. Germany has already begun these observa¬ 
tions, whilst Austria, Sweden, and Finland are about to start 
them. 

As the Russian Meteorological stations on Novaya Zemlya 
and at the mouth of the Lena were unable to begin regular mag¬ 
netic observations on September 1, 1882, and their observations 
during the first months probably will not have the desired degree 
of accuracy, the Meteorological Committee of the Russian Geo¬ 
graphical Society has applied for grants of,money to continue 
these observations for one year more. Two new meteorological 
stations have been opene I at Obiorsk and at Mezen, in order to 
connect the Novaya Zcnlya observations with those of Central 
Rusia. 


On the 5th inst. the Emperor of Austria inaugurated the new 
Vienna Observatory, on the Turken Schanze, in the northern 
outskirts of the town. The new building took nine years to 
construct, and during that time the present director went all over 
Europe and America in order to study the fitting-up of the best 
observatories. The result is that the Vienna Observatory Is 
probably one of the most complete in existence. For an account 
of the great telescope, constructed by Grubb of Dublin, see 
Nature, vol, xxiv. p. 11. 

A competition has been opened by the Genevan Society of 
Physics and Natural History for the best unpublished monograph 
on a genus or family of plants. The MSS. may be in Latin, 
French, German (in Roman writing), English, or Italian, and 
should be sent to Prof. Alph, de Candolle, Cour St. Pierre, 3» 
Geneva, before October 1, 1884. Members of the Society are 
not admitted to the competition. The prize is 500 francs, 

M. Marcet. Deprez, the author of the experiments on the 
tran^mihsion of force to a distance, has offered himself as a can¬ 
didate for the place in the Academy of Sciences vacated by the 
death of M. Brcsse, in the section of Mechanics. 

There was an interesting gathering atNewnham, Cambridge, 
on Saturday, to celebrate the success of the College for Women, 
started there some years ago, and to honour its first and as yet 
only Principal, Miss Clough, by presenting her portrait to the 
institution. The progress which has been made in the higher 
education of women since Newnham was founded is striking. 
Though only a few years ago the attempt was barely tolerated 
by the University authorities, now the students are all but 
nominally attached to the University, and there can be no doubt 
that ere very long they will obtain all that the friends of these 
institutions desire. Miss Clough deserved all the honour paid 
her on Saturday, for mainly to her courage, intelligence, and 
tact has the wonderful success of Newnham been due. 

Apropos of the education of women and of the callings for 
which they arc suited, it is a remarkable fact that the recently 
opened Brooklyn Bridge, of which we have heard so much as 
one of the greatest triumphs of engineering, owes its existence 
partly to the genius of a woman. Mrs. Washington Roebling, 
the wife of the great engineer who was intrusted with the con¬ 
struction of the Brooklyn Bridge, has been chief of the engineer¬ 
ing staff ever since her husband first fell ill. When he was 
disabled and could not proceed with his great work, Mrs. 
Roebling began to study engineering, and her success was such 
that in a short time she was able to take her husband's place, 
and the enormous structure which Americans not incorrectly call 
“ one of the most conspicuous marvels of the nineteenth cen¬ 
tury *’ was completed under her direction. The honour of being 
the first to drive across the new bridge was well earned by Mrs, 
Roebling, and the peculiar share which she had taken in its 
construction was rightly held to justify a disregard of the old 
superstition which dooms to ill luck the structure over which a 
woman has been the first to cross. 

Prof. A, H. Keane has been elected a Corresponding 
Member of the Anthropological Society of Washington. 

The fifth International Congress of Americanists will be held 
at Copenhagen, August 21-24. King Christian will be ** Pro¬ 
tector" of the Congress, while Prince Frederick Christian will 
be Honorary President. Prof, Worsaae is President of the 
Committee of Organisation. The subjects to be discussed cover 
a wide field, including history and geology, archaeology, anthro¬ 
pology and ethnography, linguistics and paleography. 

The Duke of Westminster has intimated to the Council ot 
the National Smoke Abatement Institution that be purposes to 
contribute 500/. to the Smoke Abatement Fund recently opened- 
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Wi learn from tlie Spanish papers that the Mining Exhibition 
now open at Madrid* is a great success. However incomplete* 
it ttiU represents to a certain degree the present state of this wide 
branch of national welfare of Spain, and probably will give an 
impulse to the further development of geology, which is one of 
the most popular sciences with the Spanish savants. 

Thirty-two schemes were examined by the jury for the 
erection of a statue to Christopher Columbus at Barcelona. The 
most accredited opinion in Spanish artistic circles is, however, 
that none of them corresponds to the greatness of the event of 
the discovery of a new continent, which it has to commemorate. 
The statue will be erected on the seashore, facing the port of 
Barcelona. 

A writer in the Times on the present Czar of Russia and his 
two predecessors refers to some improvements which have been 
made during the present reign. "The most hopeful of all 
recent signs in Russia,” he says, "has been the entire cessation 
of the ecclesiastical censorship that was formerly exercised over 
scientific writings. The censors used to be attached to the 
Universities ; many of them were nominee of the higher clergy; 
and books that were considered unorthodox were never licensed 
by them unless the author paid fees which deprived him of all 
profit in his work. This, at least, was generally the case, and if 
an author evaded payment it could only be through the patronage 
of some very powerful man. M. Delyanoff has allayed much 
irritation among Russian saitants and given a valuable stimulus to 
University education by limiting the jurisdiction of the censors 
to political works. So we shall hear no more of books being 
suppressed—as one was by Count Tolstoi—for inquiring too 
minutely into miracles alleged to have been wrought by bones of 
saints drawn from the catacombs of Kieff and sold by the clergy 
at high prices.” 

Wh hav > receiv d the sixteenth volume of the Memoirs of the 
Society of Naturalists at the Kharkoff University \ It is mostly 
occupied by a long paper by A. W. Guroff, on the geology of 
the provinces of Kharkoff and Ekaterinoslav, being a valuable 
addition to the former work by Prof. Levakovsky, "On the 
Cretaceous and subsequent Formations,” and to the works of 
MM. Borisyak, Briot, Klemrn, and many others. The autlior 
describes at length the crystalline rocks of the rapids of 
the Dnieper, and gives a map of their extension, as well as a 
classification of this complicated series. He then mentions 
the littoral formations of the coal-basin of the Don, as well 
as the coal-measures of the Kalmins, and dwells at some 
length on.the Bakhmut depression, describing the different 
stages of its Permian deposits. As to the much-discussed ques¬ 
tion of the upper members of this formation, which are con¬ 
sidered by several Russian geologists to lielong to the Trias, 
he i* inclined too to consider them as intermediary between the 
Permian and the Jura, as they contain remains of the Posidono- 
fnya {Estheria) rnlnuta and the Equisdum artnaceum , which 
both characterise the same formation on the Volga. The 
Jurassic deposits which unite the Jura of the Don with that of 
Kieff, as aUo the Rhetic group of the Donets, are then dealt 
with, and a complete list of the Donets Jurassic fauna is given. 
The Donets Jura proves to be more like the Jura of middle 
Europe than that of middle Russia. The Tertiary deposits 
of Kharkoff (the Spondyius beds) seem to belong to the Eocene 
formation, which i« covered with sand and sandstone of the 
Miocene period. The other papers of the same volume are a 
supplementary list of 200 Diptera of Kharkoff, by W. A. 
Yaroshevsky, bringing their number up to 908 species; and a 
note on the parasites of the Stauronotus vast at or. 

The researches as to the invertebrate fauna of the Black Sea, 
*hldh were made from 1833 to 1863 by Rathke, Nordnunn, 


Kessler, and Wagner, which researches had brought only to 
forty the number of species of cru taceans discovered in the 
Black Sea, have contributed towards spreading the idea as to 
the remarkable poverty of this fauna. This opinion was rapidly 
overthrown by the more recent researches of MM. Czerniawsky, 
Markusen, and Bobretsky, who discovered in the space of a few 
years no less than 130 new species of crustaceans in the Black 
Sea, and brought, in 1869, the total number of crustacean 
species discovered there up to 160. The subsequent dredgings 
of MM. Krichagum, Grebnitsky, and Czerniawsky added to the 
number seventy-six species more, and this last explorer even 
affirmed in one of his memoirs that the crustacean fauna of a 
single bay of the Black Sea-—the Bay of Valia—is richer than 
that of the whole of the Belgian coast. 'Hie opinions, however, 
as to the kinship of the Black Sea fauna with the faunas of the 
neighbouring seas are still divided. MM, Markusen and 
Giebnitsky maintained that it is closely akin to that of the seas 
of the north, ami proved it by the presence of such crus¬ 
taceans ns are not met with in the Mediterranean (various 
specie* of My sis and representatives of the groups of the 
Cum a eta, B at hyportia, Niphargus, Pa doc crus, and Stphonee- 
eetes ), but are common in the seas of the north. They pointed 
out also the circumstance that the forms which are the most 
numerous in the Black Sea are either cosmopolite forms or such 
as are common in the northern seas, but not those which might 
have immigrated from the Mediterranean. In a notice published 
in the last volume of the Memoirs of the Kieff Society 0/ 
Naturalists , M. Sovinsky points out, however, that the reverse 
opinion—which admits a close relationship of the Black Sea 
crustaceans with the Mediterranean ones—gains more and more 
ground during these last few years. The Mediterranean fauna 
was of course submitted tojhe influence of ihe northern faunas, 
and its northern forms might have found an appropriate medium 
in the less salt water of the Black Sea ; but the Black Sea fauna 
looks rather as a part of the fauna of the Mediterranean basin, 
slowly modified by the medium it inhabits ; this opinion is sup¬ 
ported, in fact, by the kinship of several Black Sea forms with 
those of the Mediterranean and the Red Sea, and by the rich¬ 
ness of the Black Sea fauna in mere varieties and in such forms 
as are purely local, the prevailing types of the fauna being still 
the cosmopolite ones. The Black Sea fauna would be thus but 
a part of the Mediterranean fauna, but much impoverished and 
modified to a great extent by the variety of local conditi ms. 

'Russian geologists do not seem to hesitate in admitting 
the aqueous origin of granitic rocks which formerly were unani¬ 
mously considered as igneous and eruptive. The late Prof. 
Barbot de Mamy adopted this theory during the last years of his 
life, and the same theory is supported now with regard to the 
Dneiper pegmatites, by M. Gouroff, in the Memoirs of the Society 
of Naturalists at the Kharkoff University (vol. xvi.). After a 
thorough study of the granitic rocks of the rapids of the Dnieper, 
he describes these rocks, consisting of orthoclase, plagioclase, 
quartz, and biotite (this last and the orthoclase being often sub¬ 
stituted by chlorite and epidote) as granitites. These granithes 
always appear stratified, and alternate with granitic gneisses 
their stratification being well developed with an inclination 
towards N. 70® E. at 60*. They are also crossed with 
numerous veins of pegmatite. The quartz of the peg¬ 
matite contains large microscopical inclusions of water, some¬ 
times with carbonic add, and with solutions of natrium anl 
calcium chloride $ it Is coloured brown, which colour disappears 
when it is heated. The veins of pegmatite contain large crystals 
of quartz and orthoclase. They decrease towards their lower 
ends and terminate in accumulations of crystalline quartz. They 
very often interfere with veins of quartz, either crystalline (with 
microscopic inclusions of water), or opal-tike. M. Gouroff pro¬ 
poses to discuss further the question as to the origin of the peg- 
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matite veins in another paper, but he meanwhile points out that 
these veins are subsequent to the formation of the granitite and 
gneiss, and that, like the quarts veins, they are of aqueous 
origin. 

* 

In connection with the celebration of the centenary of 
ballooning, some foolhardy aeronauts have been attempting to 
cross the Channel through the fickle air. One, named L'Hoste, 
who started on Friday night from Boulogne, was missing till 
yesterday, when news reached Paris from Antwerp that he had 
been rescued in the North Sea by a French lugger bound for 
that town. 

The Swedish Academy of Agriculture has proposed to the 
(government that a sum of 50 1. be granted to Dr. R. Lund* 
lierg for a visit to the International Fisheries Exhibition. The 
proposal will most likely be granted. 

On May 28, between 6 and 7.30 p.m., a magnificent mirage 
was seen at Fin sbo, in Norra Ryrs parish, Sweden. During 
nearly two hours, with intervals of three to four minutes, a 
panoramic landscape was seen, with mountains, lakes, forests, 
and farms. To the eye the view appeared as if only three' 
quarters to one (English) mile distant. 

Last year several Swedish merchants contributed a sum of 
100/. to enable the Swedish Doctor of Zoology, C. Bovallius, 
who has been travelling in Central America, to forward rare 
zoological specimens to the Upsala University. Herr Bovallius 
has from'time to time sent some valuable collections of insects 
and birds to this institution. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include an Ournng-oulang {Stmt a satyrus 9 ) from 
Sumatra, presented by Mr. J. M. Vermont; two Duyker Boks 
( Cephalophus mergers J p ) from South Africa, presented by 
Mr. H. H. Trevor ; a Philippine Paradoxuve (Paradoxttrus 
prehenstlts) from the Philippine Islands, presented by Mr. A. 
Burgess; a King Parrakeet ( Aprosmictus scapulatus ) from 
Australia, presented by Mrs, Lewin j a Lesser Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo ( Cacatua sulphured) from Molucca*, presented by J. 
Snowdon Henry, F.Z.S. ; two Viperine Snakes ( Tropidonotus 
viperinusty a Dark Green Snake (Zamenis atrovirens) from 
North Africa, presented by Mr. J. C. J, Church; two Aye-ayes 
[Chxromys madagascaricmis) from Madagascar, a Carpet Snake 
{Morelia variegata) from Australia, received on approval; a 
Hybrid Lnhdorf’s Deer (between Cervus leuhdorfi 6 and C. 
canadensis 9 ), ten Australian Wild Ducks (Anas supercilhsa) y 
bred in the Gardena. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

Cometary Refraction.— M. W. Meyer, of the Observa* 
tory of Geneva, has published a dricu.ssim of three series 0/ 
micrometrical observations, made during as many ne.ir an. 
proache, of the great comet of 1881 (I881 III.) to stars, when 
the latter were seen through the denser parts of the head of the 
comet, the immediate obiect of the micrometrical measures of 
distance between the nucleus and the star being the detection of 
any deflertion or refraction of the light of the star in passing 
through the cometic nebulosity. This comet offered a great 
EU r ii ^ csli S ati m °f the kind, inasmuch as its 
1 r!n^ Crft ? / * h<1 W ear * nce of a fixed star. M. 

CeHtfner had treated the question from a theoretical 
gfi* of vie r A V “eraoir published in Anhivtt As Stitncts 
Physwttts el NatwtUis, of Geneva, of October 15, 1882 1 the 
conclusions are reproduced in abstract by M. Mever, who has 
applied the resulting formulae to the oaie m question. The fiwt 
nerijs of observations was made on June 20. 1881. wheu the 
comet passed close to the star dDurMxustcrune + 6t* 

which is No. 6594 in Oeltien^s Catalogue, of 7'8 mag. tm 


second series, on July 13, when the comet approached the star 
1 Draconis (Hev.) within about 38*, and the third series on 
A ugust 1, when it passed about 24" from a star of 9‘Io mag'. 
For details of the method of treating the observation* we mu'-t 
refer to M. Meyer's paper, which appears in Mlmoires de la 
SociHl de Physique d d'Histoire NaturelU de Gen he, t. xxvin. ; 
he sums up his conclusions ag follows 111 La substance dont la 
chcvclure de la grande cotu£te de 1881 a c;t<£ cooiposee s’est 
optiquement comport^e comma un gaz, et sa puissance refractive 
^ une distance de 10,200 kil. du noyau a cte pendant lVpoque 
des observations de 0*0000093. La press ion de cc gas dfmmuaifc 
dans les regions ^tadides proporlionnclDment au carre de la 
distance au noyau.” fie does not venture to say, however, that 
this value exactly represents the refractive power of the comet* 
though he believes in a measurable force. 

M. M eyer remarks that previous attempts to detect a deflection 
oflight in traversing the substance of a comet had led only to 
negative results. Bessel availed himscll of the conjunction of 
Halley's Comet with a star of the tenth magnitude on September 
29, 1835, to discover by heliometric measures an effect of this 
kind, but without success. His measures have been subjected 
to a new reduction, in accordance with M. Cell&ier's theory, by 
M. Meyer, though with similar negative result. 

Kepler’s Nova of 1604.—The position of this famous star 
is now favourably situated for observation. It is most readily 
fouiid by reference to a star of 8 9 mag,, which occurs in Arge* 
lander’s southern zones, and which is No. 16872 of OeltzenV 
Catalogue. The place of thissiar for 1883x>is in right ascension 
17k 24m. 2’9s., declination - 2l u 23' 34", By Prof. Schon- 
feld’s reduction of the observati ms of Fabriciusin 1604, Kepler's 
stiu would precede 25*3^ 111 R»A. o' *8 to the north. There is a 
star iri2m. preceding 17*95. and r''6 south of A rgelandcr’s, 
and another 12m, preceding 33'2s. and 2'7 north ; it is to the 
latter object, which was observed by Prof. Winnecke in 1875* 
though not previously glimpsed with a refractor of 7 inches aper- 
tute, that attention may be chiefly directed. It is to be re¬ 
marked that the position of Kepler’s star is liable to greater 
uncertainty than that of Tycho's star in 1572. It is very desir* 
able that whatever may be the result of examination of the 
vicinity, it should be put upon record (of course with the corre¬ 
sponding date) from time to time. The Chinese annals have 
references to more than one of their stellar class Ke-sing or 
“extraordinary stars,” in earlier times which must have been 
situate in the neighbourhood of Kepler's Nova. 

The Binary Star, y Coronas Australis,— Several years 
since an orbit was calculated for this object by Prof. Schiaparelli, 
who made use of measures up to 1875, whence it appeared that 
the periaslron passage would take place about the end of 188a. 
Mr. Downing, availing himself of measures to 1880, has applied 
small corrections to the elements found by the Milan astronomer, 
and fixes the periastron passage to 1883*203, the period of revo¬ 
lution being 54*985 > eai ; s * '™ e binary is therefore describing 
at present a critical portion of the orbit, and, it may be hoped^ 
will not be neglected by those observers of double stars who can 
w^ell command its position. The following are angles and 
distances calculated from the two orbits 



Downing 


Schiaparelli 


Poi. 

Dirt. 

Pot. Dirt. 

1883-50 

... I 34’2 ... 

h 

0’27 

93 4 3 ... 0-38 

83*75 

... 103*8 ... 

0*32 

80*4 ... 0-50 

84*5 

... 74'6 ... 

o *55 

595 073 


FHEbATuRNiAN Satelltte, Mimas. -~M. Meyer, observing 
with the jo inch refractor presented to the Observatory of 
Geneva by the late director, Prof, Plantamour, succeeded in ob¬ 
taining, near the opposition of Saturn in I88i, several sets of 
measures of the faint satellite, Mimas , abaut the time of greatest 
elongation. Considering the small number of measures of this 
"5*2 *i lcI L have , beetl obtained even with the largestInstru- 
u Mey *V succws is worthy of attention. On two 
nights he secured complete series of measures, and on other 

°^ s ‘ , We on adjusting the circular ele* 
m thl ^ column for prediction of the portions of 
w !? e f° unde<i upon Washington Observations and 
$ 2*^3 *** * mRl ] correction) by Prof, Frlaby's observation of 
Pjchort °l ibe satellite with the minor axis of the ring 

are Sy «p«S mbCr 8 * ,88 *' ‘ W M * Me7CT ’' 
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GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

At the meeting of the Royal Geographical Society on 
Monday night Sir Henry Rawlinson read the following telegram, 
forwarded by the Eastern Telegraph Company from Zanzibar, 
with regard to the movements of Mr, Joseph Thomron;— 
4t Thomson reached Dgare na Erobi, in Masai country, long. 37°, 
lat. 3*5, on May 5. Was compelled to flee during night to evade 
what could only have been a disastrous fight, through troubles 
raised by Fischer's caravan in front. Cot safely back to 
Taveta, where he camped his men, and has come down to 
Mombasa with final! party in feven marches to replenish his 
goods, which has become necessary in consequence of his retreat 
from Masai and prolonged detention at Taveta, Returns in a 
few da)s to Taveta 'to proceed by Arusha, probably incompauy 
of another caravan. Is in good health. Details by pod.” 

The Russian Geographical Society has awarded its great gold 
medal to H. W. Abich, Member of the Academy of Sciences, 
for his researches into the Geology of the Caucasus, The gold 
medal of Count Liitke has been awarded to W. IC Dollen, 
astronomer of the Pulkova Observatory, for his ae* improved 
instrument for the determination of latitudes and longitudes. 
Two other gold medals for ethnographical and statistical works, 
have been awarded to M. Btirsoff, for collections of son<*s of 
Northern Russia, and to M. KrasnoperofT for a statistical de¬ 
scription of the Government of Perm. Small gold medals have been 
awarded to MM. Eklon and Roborovsk, who both accompanied 
M. Prshevttlsky in bis travels ; to M. Oshanin, zoologist, for 
travels in Karategin, lJarvaz, and Turkestan; and to M. 
Vitkovsky, for exploring graves of the Stone period about 
Irkutsk. Silver medals have been awarded to M. Lesaar for 
levelling operations between Askabad and Seraks ; to M. Schultz 
for the same betw een Orenburg and Lake Aral; to M, Brounoff, 
for researches on cyclones and anticyclones in Europe; to M. 
Gladysheff, for determinations of latitudes and longitudes in the 
Akhal-tekke oasis ; to M. Kiseleff, for a journey to the Bi-shan; 
to M. kodionofT, for surveys in Karategin ; to M. Slovtsoff* for 
a description of the district of Kokchetan ; also four Other 
medals for smaller ethnographical and statistical works. 

M. LESSAR, who made so interesting a journey from Askabad 
to Mash- had, continues to make a series of excursions in the 
same region. He went a second time to Mash-had vift Khelat, 
and thence to Zurabad, Saraks, Merv, Chaijut, and Khiva ; 
then he made a barometric levelling from Askabad to Tejcnt, 
visited Merv a second time, and in Decern her hist journeyed 
in the mountain region of Khelat, Daraghez, and Attek, thus 
covering about 3300 miles from April to December. 

The proprietors of the Melbourne Age have despatched an 
exploring expedition to New Guinea. 

We mentioned in a preceding volume the late Barbot de 
Moray's theory as to the formation of the dunes {bar khans) in 
the steppe of Kyzyl-kum and the influence of the wind as a 
powerful agency in modifying the earth's surface in the steppes. 
We find now, in the Zaptski of the Kielf Society of Naturalists, 
several objections to this theory by M. Bon chaff. Without 
denying the partial influence of the wind, he reduces it to a 
quite secondary agency, and decidedly opposes the vind-theory 
of the formation of oarkhans . Wind may increase the bark- 
ham to a certain amount, but their primary origin must be 
sought for elsewhere, and the rble of the wind is far below what 
has been assumed. So hard a rock as the sandstone, permeated 
with iron and lime, of the Kara-kum and KyzyMtum steppe* 
oannot be disintegrated by wind, unless it has been disinte¬ 
grated beforehand by rains and rapid changes of temperature 
—both which conditions are missing in the rteppe*. Therefore 
on the Einba, the Utk, the Irghis, where the same sandstones 
occur—as devoid of vegetation as in the Kyzyl* kitm, there are no 
Mich surfaces covered with bar khans as in the neighbourhood of 
Lake Aral. As a rale the dunes appear only where tht re are 
remains of former lakap, and in such cases they assume the 
directions of the shores of these former banns. Far from being 
dependent on the direction of the prevailing winds, the direction 
of the barkhans Varies, even within short distances, and it fol¬ 
lows the windings of the coast of Lake Aral, Thus, they m- 
dote the Sary Cheganak bay, like the parallel steps of an amphi¬ 
theatre, the same directions being also taken by the rocky ledges 
or the terraces of sandstone, even beneath the water of t! e bay. 

does connection of these ridges with the former action of 
the interior sea is the more obvious, as these dunes—sometimes 


stratified in their interior—often contain remains of Aral mollosks, 
such as Cardium rustieum, Drmsena polymarpka, as also Adaena 
viirea . Whole banks, from a quarter to half a foot thick, of these 
shells are found in the bar khans, and they ore met with at dis¬ 
tances of 27 miles from Lake Aral, and 70 feet above its 
level (at Hopak), or even 80 miles north of it, and 100 to iso 
feet atave its level (at the Toulagai hill), whilst the depressions 
between the bar khans contain deposits of salt, with the same 
*heU«, or with an alga similar to the A fallen Zoster a. The 
primary origin of the barkhans, M. Borschoff says, can be dis¬ 
covered even now in the low coast ridges. These ridges onee 
formed slowly increase afterwards by the accumulation of vege¬ 
tation on their summits, and vegetation plays a most important 
part in their growth. Several Solanea, such as Caroxylon , or 
Halostachys , and Gramineae, such as Airulops lands t grow on 
their summit, w hich is covered subsequently with various species 
of Tamarix and CaUigonum . When deeply covered with 
vegetation, their further increase is due to the sand brought by 
the wind, the organic life still remaining a powerful agency of 
increase. But their original appearance must be sought for, it is 
contended, in the agency of water. M. SeverLofFs remarks on 
the influence of vegetation on the growth of the dunes, and those 
of the Turkestan railway expedition on the immobility of the 
dunes (already analysed in Nature), go far to sustain M. 
BorschofTs conclusions. 

An expedition, under the ^direction of Col. Prshevalsky, is 
being organised for the purpose of scientific researches in Central 
Asia and Thibet. The expedition is expected to start in 
August next. 

A series of valuable papers on the island of Yezo now 
appearing in the Japan Gazette deserve the attention of geo 
graphers. They are from the pen of Capt. Blakiston, who 
received the gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society in 
1861 for exploration on the Yan^-tsze, and who has for many 
years resided at Hakodate, the principal port of Yezo. The 
papers, which have reached their fifteenth part, are so varied 
and complete that they may fairly be called an encyclopaedia of 
the island. The geography, geology, fauna and flora, the pro¬ 
gress made during the past twenty years by the Japanese admin¬ 
istrators, the Ainos, the mineral productions are all treated, and 
in addition the records of numerous journeys over all parts of 
the island are given. It is to be hoped that these valuable 
papers will be published in a collected form, for no future 
account of Yezo will be complete in which copious reference is 
not made to them. The numerous reports of th e employes of the 
Japanese Government to the Colonisation Department in Tokio, 
which are now so difficult to obtain, are largely quoted in notes. 

According to a new survey of the rapids of the Dnieper, the 
total fall of the river, on a stretch of forty-six miles, from 
Ekaterinoslav to the Khortitsa Island at Alexandrovsk, is 106*5 
feet. The aggregate fall of the nine rapids is 60*3 feet, and 
their aggregate length is 5335 yards, the greatest rapid being 
that of Nenasytetsky (the insatiable) which has a fall of 19*5 
feet and a length of 1867 yards. The discharge of water at the 
head of the rapids has been found, at a level 2*5 feet below 
the nverage, to be 27,934 cubic feet per second. 


THE CAUSE OF EVIDENT MAGNETISM IN 
IRON , STEEL, AND OTHER MAGNETIC 
METALS' 


TTHE extreme sensitiveness of the induction balance to all 
* molecular changes in the structure of metals was remarked 
in my first paper on this subject to the Royal Society ;* and in 
the case of iron and steel it is most remarkable, as the addition 
or subtraction of 1/500,oooth part, or the addition of the 
smallest iron filing to An already large balanced mass of iron, is 
at once rendered evident and measurable. 

Posse, sing such an invaluable instrument of research* I was 
desirous of investigating the molecular construction of iron and 
steel* but at once 1 met with a difficulty, viz. that magnetism 
itself completely changed the character of any piece oF iron under 
investigation; consequently, finding no help or explanation of 
the effects produced from any accepted theories of magnetism, I 
was forced to investigate, by means of the induction balance, the 


1 paper read before the Society of Telegraph Engineers and of Elec¬ 
tricians, on »4i *3Si, by Trot D. %, Hush?*, F.R.S., Vice-Trendent. 

* Un an Induction Current Balance, and Experimental Researches made 
therewith .’*—Proceedings ft*} at Society, March 29,1879, p, 3d 
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whole question of magnetism as existing in the interior of a 
magnet, and to determine the particular structure for each case, 
such as neutrality and polarity. 

In a recent paper to the Royal Society, upon the theory of 
magnetism {Proceedings Royal Society % May 10, 1883)1 I described 
the use of and demonstrations obtained by the induction balance. 
In this paper I propose to confine myself to demonstrations that 
can be repeated without it, and whose effects can be observed by 
the aid of ordinary magnetic direction needles. 

That magnetism is of a molecular nature has long been ac¬ 
cepted, for it is evident that, no matter how much we divide a 
magnet, we still have its two poles in each separate portion, 
consequently we can easily imagine this division carried so far, 
that we should at last arrive at the molecule itself possessing its 
two distinctive poles, consequently all theories of magnetism 
attempt some explanation of the cause of this molecular polarity, 
and the reason for apparent neutrality in a mass of iron. 

Coulomb and Poisson assume that each molecule is a sphere 
containing two distinct magnetic fluids, which in the state of 
neutrality are mixed together, but when polarised are separated 
from each other at opposite sides; and, in order to explain why 
these fluids are kept apart as in a permanent magnet, they had 
to assume, again, that each molecule contained a peculiar coercive 
force, whose functions were to prevent any change or mixing of 
these fluids when separated. 

There is not one experimental evidence to prove the truth of 
this assumption; and as regards coercive force, we have direct 
experimental proof opposing this view, as we know that mole¬ 
cular rigidity or hardness, as in tempered steel, and molecular 
freedom of softness, as in soft iron, fulfil all the conditions of 
this assumed coercive force. 

Amperes theory, based upon the analogy of electric currents, 
supposes elementary currents flowing around each molecule, and 
that in the neutral state these molecules are arranged haphazard 
in all directions, but that magnetisation consists in arranging 
them symmetrically. 

The objections to Ampere’s theory are numerous. I. We 
have no knowledge or experimental proof of any elementary elec¬ 
tric currents continually flowing without any expenditure of 
energy. 2. If we admit the assumption of electric currents 
around each molecule, the molecule itself would then be electro¬ 
magnetic, and the question still remains, What is polarity? 
Have the supposed electric currents separated the two assumed 
magnetic fluids contained in the molecule, as in Poisson’s theory? 
or arc the electric currents themselves magnetic, independent of 
the iron molecule ? 

In order to produce the supposed heterogeneous arrangement 
of neutrnli y, Ampere’s currents would have either to change 
their position upon the molecule and have no fixed axis of rotation, 
or else the molecule, with its currents and polarities, would 
rotate, and thus be acting in accordance with the theory of De 
la Hive. 3. This theory does not explain why (as in the case 
of soft iron) polarity should disappear whenever the exciting 
cause is removed, as in the case of transient magneti ation. It 
would thus require a coercive force iu iron to cause exactly one- 
half of the molecules to instantly reverse their direction in order 
to pass from apparent external polarity to that of neutrality. 

The influence of mechanical vibrations and stre'S upon iron in 
facilitating or discharging its magnetism, as proved by Matteucci, 
1847, in addition to the discovery by Page, 1837, of a molecular 
movement taking place in iron during its magnetisation, pro¬ 
ducing audible sounds, and the discovery by Dr, Joule, 1842, of 
the elongation of iron when magnetised, led De la Rive, in his 
remarkable “ Trcati-e on Electricity/ 1 1853, to give his theoreti¬ 
cal views upon magnetism in the following remarkable words :— 

“ The whole of the magnetic molecular phenomena that we 
have been studying lead us to believe that the magnetisation of 
a body is due to a particular arrangement of its molecules, 
originally endowed with magnetic virtue, but which in the 
natural state are bo arranged that the magnetism of the body 
that they constitute is not apparent. Magnetism would there¬ 
fore consist in disturbing this state of equilibrium, or in giving 
to the particles an arrangement that makes manifest the property 
with which they are endowed, and nqjt in developing it in them. 
The coercitive force >hould be the resistance of the molecules to 
change their relative positions.” 

Wiedemann, in 1861, gives a theory in which he admits the 
fluids of Poisson, or the elementary currents of Ampire, as the 
cause of polarity of the molecule, but believes that the molecules 
are turned in a general direction in the case of polarity, and that 


in neutrality, like Amp&rc’s, the magnetic axes of the molecules 
are turned in all directions. 

Maxwell, in his remarkable treatise on u Electricity and 
Magnetism,” 1881, page 75, gives the following riwmS of 
Weber's theory t— 

“ Weber's theory differs from Poisson's in assuming that the 
molecules of the iron are always magnets, even before the appli¬ 
cation of the magnetising force, but that in ordinary iron the 
magnetic axes of tlie molecules are turned indifferently in every 
direction, so that the iron, as a whole, exhibits no magnetic 
properties,” And again, page 429, Maxwell says he agrees with 
Weber's views, and that neutrality, or unmagnetised iron, has the 
axes of its molecules placed indifferently m all directions, and 
that the act of magnetisation consists in turning all the molecules 
so that their axes are either rendered all parallel to one direction, 
or at least deflected in that direction. 

I have quoted these several theories which admit of the 
inherent polarity of the molecule, and in that respect they 
entirely agree with my own ; but the induction balance at once 
shows that they are erroneous in the most important part, for 
my researches have proved that neutrality is perfectly symmetrical, 
that there is no case of neutrality where the axes of the molecules 
are turned indifferently iu all directions, and that we cannot 
obtain perfect neutrality except when the molecules foim a 
complete closed circuit of attraction. 

1 believe that a true theory of magnetism should admit of 
complete demonstration, that it should present no anomalies, 
and that all the known effects should at once be explained by it. 

From numerous researches I have gradually formed a theory 
of magnetism entirely based upon experimental results, and these 
have led me to the followi ug conclusions :— 

1. That each molecule of a piece of iron, steel, or other mag¬ 
netic metal is a separate and independent magnet, having its 
two poles and distribution of magnetic polarity exactly the same 
as its total evident magnetism when noticed upon a steel bar- 
magnet. 

2. That each molecule, or its polarity, can be rotated in either 
direction upon its axis by torsion, stress, or by physical forces 
such as magnetism and electricity. 

3. That the inherent polarity or magnetism of each molecule 
is a constant quantity like gravity ; that it can neither be aug¬ 
mented nor destroyed. 

4. That when we have external neutrality, or no apparent 
magnetism, the molecules, or their polarities, arrange themselves 
so as to satisfy their mutual attraction by the shortest path, and 
thus form a complete closed circuit of attraction. 

5. That when magnetism becomes evident, the molecules or 
their polarities have all rotated symmetrically iu a given direc¬ 
tion, producing a north pole if rotated in that direction as 
regards ihe piece of steel, or a south pole if rotated in the 
opposite direction. Also, that in evident magnetism we have 
still a symmetrical arrangement, but one whose circles of attrac¬ 
tion are not completed except through an external armature 
joining both poles. 

6. That we have permanent magnetism when the molecular 
rigidity, as in tempered steel, retains them in a given direction, 
and transient magnetism whenever the molecules rotate in com¬ 
parative freedom, as in soft iron. 

Experimental Evidences ,—In the above theory the coercive 
force of Poisson is replaced by molecular rigidity and freedom; 
and as the effects of mechanical vibrations, torsion, and stress 
upon the apparent destruction and facilitation of magnetism is 
well known, I will, before demonstrating the more serious parts 
of the theorv, cite a few experiments to prove that molecular 
rigidity fulfils all the requirements of an assumed coercive force. 

The influence of vibrations torsion, or stress of any kind upon 
a magnetised steel or iron rod may be seen by striking with a 
wooden mallet rods of hard and soft steel, also hard and soft 
iron previously magnetised to a known degree. The tempered 
steel, owing to its molecular rigidity, will lose but 5 per cent., 
the soft Bteel 60, hard iron 50, and soft Swedish iron 99 per 
cent, of iu magnetism, the amount of loss depending not SO 
much upon whether the metal be steel or Iron,.as upon ns degree 
of hardness and softness ; and as hard steel requires far move 
power to magnetise it to the same force than iron, it is possible 
to imagine a steel so hard that Us molecules could not rotate, 
and that consequently no magnetism could be manifestedirnm a 
given inducing cause, whilst a perfectly soft iron would give the 
maximum effect, and instantly return to its previous state. From 
this we might in error suppose that soft Swedish iron could not 
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retain its magnetism, and that its natural state would be zero, or 
neutrality. The apparent disappearance of magnetism, however, 
U here due to the extreme freedom of motion of it* molecules 
allowing them at once to follow the comparatively feeble direct¬ 
ing force of the earth's magnetism. We can demonstrate this 
by feebly magnetising a rod of soft iron held vertically, so that 
it# north pole is at the lower portion. Upon removing the in¬ 
ducing magnet, or electromagnetic coil, we find that the rod 
retains a powerful north polarity ; but if magnetised in a contrary 
sen*e, then we have only traces of magnetism left upon the 
withdrawal of the inducing cause. To succeed in this experi¬ 
ment, a* in all others where soft iron is mentioned, we should 
use the best Swedish charcoal iron, thoroughly annealed at high 
temperature. 

We find, again, that rods of steel or iron will lose far less 
magnetism when vibrated in the magnetic dip, or vertically, 
when their north poles are at the lowest extremity, than when 
horizontal, or still less than when their piles are contrary to 
those of the earth's field, and also that they will acquire their 
maximum magnetism from a given exciting cause when held 
vertically as described, and the molecules allowed greater freedom 
of motion to obey tire directing influence by vibrations, torsion, 
stress, or blows upon the iron. Any influence that would tend 
to give greater free lom of motion, such as heat or mechanical 
trepidations, gives a far higher magnetic force to the iron than 
could be obtained without these aids. 

In order to render visible the effects of motion upon magnetism, 
we may take two glass tubes, or ordinary phials, of any length 
or diameter, say, 10 centimetres in length by 2 centimetres in 
diameter. If we now put iron filing* in these tubes, leaving 
about one-third vacant, so as to allow complete freedom in the 
filings when shaken, we find that each tul>e p when magnrthtxl, 
retains an equal amount of residual magnetism, and that this all 
disappears upon slightly shaking the tube. We are thus imi¬ 
tating the effects of vibration. But if in one of these tubes we 
pour melted re in (in fact, any slightly viscous liquid, such as 
petroleum, suffic s), wc then render these filings more rigid, and 
then we can no longer produce by shaking the disappearance of 
it> residual magnetism. In pouring in petroleum we have appa¬ 
rently been introducing a strong coercilive force, but we know 
that it can only have the mechanical effect of rendering the iron 
filings less free to turn, and so comparatively rigid. If we de ire 
to See the effect of torsion, we have only to shake the filings so 
that when the tube is held horizontally the vacant space is above, 
and rotate it slightly (but without shaking) about a horizontal 
axis. Its remaining magnetism instantly disappears upon rota¬ 
tion, although we evidently have not changed the longitudinal 
position of its particle*. A similar effect takes place upon a soft 
iron rod, for if we magnetise it and o’ serve its remaining mag¬ 
netism, we find that upon giving a slight tor-ion to this wire i s 
remaining magnetism instantly disappears—tt similar effect to 
that in the rotating tube of iron filing-. But if the iron is 
rendered more rigid by hammering, or steel rendered hard and 
rigid by tempering, torsions or vibrations have but little effect, 
a* in the case of the filings rendered rigid as above mentioned. 
1 hus we have no lunger need of an assumed mysterious coercive 
force 11 account for the retention of magnetism, for once know¬ 
ing the mechanical qualities of iron and steel and their degree 
of molecular rigidity or hardness, we can at once predict their 
retentive magnetic powers.* 

Rotation of Inherent Polarised Molecules .—Tor,don, as well as 
mechanical vihraiions, has, as we have seen, a powerful influence 
it aiding the molecules to overcome their inertia, and thus aid 
them to rotate in the direction of the inducing influence; and 
we may thus polarise strongly a flat, soft iron rod by simply 
bending or vibrating it when held vertically, and if we measure 
the magnetic force obtained we shall notice that the force is 
strictly relative to the degree of softness of the inn. Thus, 
with hard steel we should obtain only traces of pifarisation, 
whilst with extremely pure, soft Swedish iron we obtain the 
maximum of force. 1 he bar of iron or steel, being held in the 
eorth^ magnetic field, of infinite size compared with the bar, 
and infinitely homogeneous, cannot deflect or weaken its sur¬ 
rounding field. Its lower portion, being north, apparently 
strengthens it fay its reaction, whilst its upper, south, apparently 
weakens the field; but, as Maxwell has shown, “ the two poles 
of each molecule are equal and opposite, consequently the sum 
of each molecule and the whole mass must be zero.” 

‘ '.'On the MahmiUr Rigidity of Tempered 3 ml/ 1 by Prof. D. £. 
Hughes, {Proceeding* Institution a? Mechanical Engineer*, pp 
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We have a Car greater induced polarity in iron or steel when 
the iron is in thin bars or small wires, and this we should expect, 
as the external molecules rotate directly under the influence of 
the earth's magnetism, whiUt those forming the interior of the 
bar either rota'e feebly, or, a* in the case of very thick bars, 
actually act as an armature, preventing by their influence free 
rotation of the exterior molecules. 

Thus, as the sum of the two and equal polarities in a bar of 
iron is zero, it is evident that its polarity must»be inherent. I 
have some remarkably pure soft Swedish iron wire, one milli¬ 
metre in diameter, and as its inherent polar force seemed great 
when held vertically in the earth's magnetic field, I measured in 
the induction balance this force compared with a similar column 
of the magnetic atmosphere which it displaced. The inherent 
polarity of this wire, simply rendered evident by the earth’s 
magnetism, was 15,600 times greater than the column it 
displaced. 

We cannot, either by induction, conduction, or concentration, 
produce a greater force in another body of similar displacement 
or size, otherwise we could easily create power from a feeble 
source. Thus the enormously greater magnetic power observed 
in iron than the some column or air which it displaces must be 
due to the inherent polarity of its molecules. 

Amongst numerous bars of iron upon which I have experi¬ 
mented, one of ordinary hoop-iron, 2 centimetres wide, 40 
centimetres long, and i| millimetre thick, not softened, possesses 
sufficient molecular rigidity to be apparently uninfluenced by the 
earth’s magnetism When this rod i. rendered neutral we have 
but feeble polarity—mere traces when it is held vertically under 
the earth’s magnetic influence ; but if we apply a few successive 
torsions or vibrations to it when thus held, we have at once 
several thousand times greater polarity than before. Now, if 
iron had the power of deflecting or concentrating the earth's 
magnetism upon itself, it should not require the mechanical aid 
to molecular rotation given to it by these torsions or vibrations, 
'finis we are forced to conclude at least the existence of the 
inherent polarity of the molecules; and, if we admit this, we 
must also as a necessary consequence, admit the rotation of 
these molecule 1 , else we cannot explain why mechanical vibra¬ 
tions- allowing freed am of motion should always produce the 
polarity in accordance w ith the directing came. I have already 
shown that torsion and vibrations per se are apparently destruc¬ 
tive of magnetism j consequently in this case Poisson's two 
fluids and Amp&re'x parallel currents should, according to their 
theory, be mixed or heterogeneous whilst, according to the view'# 
I am sustaining, the polari ed molecules should obey, as compass 
needles any magnetic directing cause whenever sufficient mole¬ 
cular freedom of motion allows free rotation. 

The inherent polarity of iron may again be observed by draw¬ 
ing a flat rod of soft iiv»n over one or lioth poles of a permanent 
magnet. This rod will then be powerfully magnetised, its 
remaining magnetism, when separated from the magnet, being 
sufficiently powerful to strongly deflect a suspended direction 
needle A few slight torsions or vibrations will then com¬ 
pletely di charge it. Now, suppose this operati m repeated 
succe sively many thousand times, if there was no inherent 
polarity we should have gradually d -awn all the polarity out of 
the magnet, and discharged it into the atmosphere. Nothing of 
the kind takes place. The molecules of the iron are simply 
rotated each time, and the only energy in work expended or lost 
comes from the arm of the experimenter, and the energy required 
would be strictly in accordance with the molecular freedom, or 
softness and hardness of the iron and steel; thus, whilst soft 
iron could be easily pdarised aid di-charged by mechanical 
torsions, hard temjwred steel would require a far greater 
amount. 


Dr, Warren de la Rue, F.R.S., kindly aided me In this part 
of the research by passing a current from bis well-kmwn chloride 
o f silver battery through iron and steel wires. A condenser of 
43-8 microfarad capacity, charged by 3*360 cells, was used. We 
passed this enormous electric charge longitudinally through the 
wires, and observations were made as to whether any change 
whatever was produced in their quality or inherent polarity, tne 
remit being that these wires gave exactly the same magnetic 
polarity from a given directing or inducing cause as before, 
being similar in nature and degree, c >n# equently this en irmous 
electric force had not Changed or destroyed the original inherent 


polarity. 

If the mdecules possess inherent polarity and rotate upon 
their axes, similar to a series of compass needles having a slight 
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-degree of frictional rigidity, then, upon passing one pole of a | 
magnet above them, they would turn symmetrically In one direc¬ 
tion, and drawing the same pole of the magnet In the contrary 
direction would rotate them, and they would then remain sym¬ 
metrically in the opposite direction. 

A precisely similar effect takes place in a soft iron rod, placed 
east and west a few inches above a direction needle, Upon 
•drawing the south pole of a powerful natural maguet at a few 
•centimetres distance above the wire from east to west, the north 
polarities of the molecules successively turn in the direction of 
vest, following the attraction of the south pole, as previously 
seen on the small compass needles. The rod is now magnetised 
with its north pole west, as indicated by the direction needle 
below any portion of this rod. Upon passing the same south 
pole of the natural magnet in a contrary direction, the molecules 
all rotate, their north poles still turning successively to the south 
pole of the permanent magnet until its arrival at the end from 
which the first magnetisation commenced. The rod has now 
entirely changed its polarity, and its north pole is east. 

This phenomenon is well known in the ordinary magnetisation 
-of rod-, where care is taken to draw the magnet always in a 
similar direction, or the poles would be reversed at each 10 and 
fro drawing. To account for this on Coulomb* Poisson’s theory 
-it would be requisite that, first, all the fluids be separated with 
their north fluids symmetrically in one direction, but on drawing 
back the magnet these fluids would have to mix together, the 
north fluid pas ing through its south fluid to be finally opposite 
to its previous position, Us coercive force doing the double work 
of allowing both fluids to mix and pass through each other, and 
finally keep them entirely apart. Ampere's theory would require 
that from a haphazard arrangement the molecules should become 
symmetrically arranged upon the fir^t passage of the magnet, 
then upon its reversed direction one-half of the electric elemen* 
tary currents should successively revolve iu a contrary direction 
to arrive at neutrality Itefore, finally, the other half followed 
the direction of the first half, and now all these currents would 
be revolving in the opposite direction to that upon the first 
magnetisation. We thus see that both these theories, whilst 
resting altogether upon assumption, are extremely complicated 
and improbable. 

We might suppose, from the theory which l am advocating, 
‘that upon the rotation of the molecules there would be some 
-disturbance or mechanical trepidation ; and such is found to be 
the case, as first observed by Page and afterwards verified by Dr. 
Joule and De la Rive, in the molecular sounds produced in iron 
upon its magnetisation. Reis’s first telephone was founded upon 
the^e sounds, and Du Moncel has made numerous researches upon 
this subject. 

In the last of my experiment* cited the sounds arc too feeble 
to be heard, but by the application of the microphone thebe 
trepidations at once become audible. 

That molecules of iron and other metals rotate with time, 
whose period becomes shortened by mechanical vibrations, is 
well known in metallurgy, the ultimate result being generally the 
passage from a fibrous condition, as in iron wires, to a high degree 
of crystallisation. For many years X employed a circular vibrating 
spring as the regulator of speed of my printing telegraph instru¬ 
ment, and although this spring was so regulated by means ( f a 
frictional break, or 11 Frein, as not to surpass its limits of 
elasticity, thoe springs were constantly breaking after a few days' 
use, and as a matter of urgent necessity I made special researches 
into the cause of this breaking after a few days' constant vibra¬ 
tory action. I found at the point of rupture a high state of 
crystallisation. Fibrous iron would thus become thoroughly 
> crystallised and break in one day; the number of vibrations for 
an instrument in constant use during 24 hours being 1,209,600. 
Thus we could roughly estimate the life of iron in the form of 
one of these springs at 1,000,000 vibrations. Copper crystal¬ 
lised in one hour, and all metals and alloys were inferior to steel, 
except aluminium bronze. The latter springs would stand fix 
weeks' constant ui-e, or some 50,000,000 of vibrations, I finally 
resolved this problem by spreading the amount of vibrating work 
-over a spiral spring containing 3 metres of steel rod wound into 
the same space as previously held bylhe straight rod of 30 
centimetres; by this means the average life of these springs has 
become five years. Evidently the molecules of these fibrous 
springs must have rotated under the vibrations, in order to 
produce crystals. The same phenomenon is observed in axles 
of carriages receiving constant trepidations, large crystals being 
-always found at the point of fracture. Again, if we rapidly 


magnetise and demagnetise on iron rod, we have the production 
of evident heat, due to the constant motion of its molecules. 

Maxwell describes an experiment of Beets, in which an 
exceedingly small filament of iron was deposited by electrotype, 
under the influence of a strong magnetio field, in order to arrive 
at the inherent polarity of comparatively few molecules, and* as 
its magnetic force was very great, he regards the experiment os 
conclusive. My own experiments show that we have far less 
external magnetic force from a solid bar than from a thin tube or 
flat bar of the same mrface exposed to a limited exciting cause. 
We know that magnetism does not penetrate to a very great 
depth, and we also know that, if to a thin steel permanent 
magnet we place another piece unmagnetised, or, better still, a 
rod of soft iron, its external polarity is greatly reduced, const* 
quently the external evidence of polarity is not a direct measure of 
the degree of rotation, nor of the total inherent polarity of its 
mass. We may have a great superficial external rotation super¬ 
posed upon rotations of an opposite nature, as will be seen 
later; and thus the internal molecules of a magnet often act 
more or less as an external armature in closing its circle of 
attractions. 

I have stated my belief that the molecule itself possesses its 
inherent polarity, which, like gravity, i* an endowed quality for 
which we have no more reason to suspect the cause to be ele¬ 
mentary electric currents than that elementary currents should 
be the cause of gravity, chemical affinity, or cohesion, and its 
polar power of crystallisation, mo^t of which are affected by a,n 
electric current. We have a certain analogy between electric 
currents and magnetism, but not ■-o great as the analogy between 
the magneiic polarity of a molecule and its other endowed 
qualities. 

Magnetism, like chemical affinity, cohesion, and crystallisation, 
has its critical points. Faraday discovered that at red-yellow 
heat iron instantly lost its apparenr polar magnetic power, to be 
as instantly restored at red neut, the critical point varying in 
iron, steel, &c., and being the lowest in nickel. This would be 
difficult to explain upon Ampere’s theory, as we should have to 
admit the instant desiruction or cessation of the elementary cur¬ 
rents, to be again restored at a few degrees less temperature. It 
would be equally difficult to explain under my view, if it did not 
belong to a whole class of phenomena due to the possession by 
the molecules of various endowed qualities of which chemistry 
and all our means of research can only teach us their critical 
points, without attempting to explain why, for instance, iron has 
a greater affinity fur oxygen than gold. Wc know that it is so ; 
we know that the molecules of All matter are endowed with 
certain qualities having certain critical points, and I can see no 
reason for separating their magnetic inherent polarity from their 
numerous other qualities. 

(To be continued \) 


METERS FOR POWER AND ELECTRICITY ■ 

THE subject of this evening's discourse, “Meters for Power 
L and Electricity," is unfortunately, from a lecturer's point 
of view, one of extreme difficulty; for it is impossible to fully 
describe arty single instrument or the class without diving into 
technical and mathematical niceties which this audience might 
well consider more scientific than entertaining. If then in my 
endeavour to explain these instruments and the purposes which 
they are intended to fulfil in language as simple and as untechnical 
os possible, 1 am not as successful as you have a right to expect, 
I must a- k you to lay some of the blame on my subject ana opt 
all on myself. 

I shall at once explain what I mean by the term “ meter, M 
and 1 shall take the flow of water in a trough as an illustration 
of my meaning. If we hang in a trough a weighted board, 
then when the water flows past it the board will be pushed hack; 
when the current of water is strong the board will bo poshed 
back a long way j when the current is leas it will not be ffUAhnd 
so far ; when the water runs the other way the board wHl be 
pushed the other way. So by oh erving the position of the 
board wc can tell how Strong the current of water is d Stty 
time. Now suppose we wish to know, not how strong the cur¬ 
rent of water is at this time or at that, but bow much water 
Altogether has passed through the trough during my time, os 
for instance one hour. Then if we have no better instrument 
than the weighted board, it will he necessary to obtervolfci 
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position continuously, to keep an exact record of the correspond¬ 
ing rates at which the water is pacing, every minute, or, better, 
every second, and to add up all the values obtained This 
wdttfd of course be a very troublesome process. There is an¬ 
other kind of instrument which may be used to measure the 
flow of the water 3 a paddle-wheel or screw, When the water 
is flowing rapidly the wheel will turn rapidly; when slowly, 
the wheel will turn slowly; and when the water flows the other 
way the wheel will turn the other way, so that if we observe 
how fast the wheel is turning we can tell how fast the water is 
flowing. If now we wish to know how much water altogether 
has passed through the trough, the number of turns of the 
tvheel, which may be shown by a counter, will at once tell us. 
There are therefore in the case of water two kinds of instru¬ 
ments, one which measures at a time, and the other during a 
time. The term meter should be confined to instruments of the 
second class only. 

As with water so with electricity, there are two kinds of mea¬ 
suring instruments, one, of which the galvanometer may be 
taken as a type, which shows by thi position of a magnet how 
strong a current of electricity ih at a time, and the other, which 
shows how much electricity has passed during any time. Of 
the fir-vt, which are well understood, I shall say nothing ; the 
second, the new electric meters and the corresponding meters 
for power, arc what I have to speak of to-night. 

It is Iru'dly necessary for me to mention the object of making 
electric meters. Every one who has had to pay his gas bill once 
a quarter probably quite appreciates what the electric meters are 
going to do, and why they are at the present time attracting so 
much attention. So soon as you have electricity laid on in your 
hou-es, gas and water are laid on now, so soon will a meter 
of some sort be necessary in order that the companies which 
supply the electricity may be able to make out their quarterly 
bills and refer complaining customers to the faithful indications 
of their extravagance in the mysterious cupboard in which the 
meter ri place-i. 

The urgent necessity for a good meter has called such a host 
of inventors into the field that a complete account of their 
labours is more than any one could hope to give in an hour. 
Since I am one of this host I hardly like to pick out those in¬ 
ventions which I consider of value. I cannot describe all, I cannot 
act as a judge and say these only are worthy of your attention, 
and 1 do not think I should be acting fairly if I were to describe 
my own instruments only and ignore those of every one else. 
The only way T see out of the difficulty is to speak more par¬ 
ticularly about my own work in this direction, and to speak 
generally on the work of others. 

I must now ask you to give your attention for a few minutes 
to a little abstract geometry. We may represent any changing 
quantity, as for instance the strength of an electrical current, by 
a crooked line. For this purpose we must draw a straight line 
to represent time, and make tne distance of each point of the 
crooked line above the straight line a measure of the strength 
of the current at the corresponding time. The sire of the figure 
will then measure the quantity of electricity that has passed, 
for the stronger the current is the taller the figure will be, 
and the longer it lasts the longer the figure will be, either 
cause makes both the quantity of electricity and the size of the 
figure greater and in the same proportion ; so the one is a mea¬ 
sure of the other. Now it h not on easy thing to measure the 
Site of a figure: the distance round it tells nothing ; there is, 
however, a geometrical method by which its size may be found 
Draw another line, with a great steepness where tne figure, is 
tall, and with a less steepness where the height is less, and with 
no steepness or horizontal where tbe figure has no height. If 
this is done accurately, the height to which the new line reaches 
yrill measure the size of the figure first drawn; for the taller the 
figure is, the steeper the hill will be ; the longer the figure, tbe 
longer the hilt; either cause makes both the size of the figure 
and the height of the hill greater, and in the same proportion; 
fro the one is a measure or the other; and so, moreover, is the 
height of the hill, which can he measured by a scale, a measure 
of the quantity Of electricity that has parsed. 

The first instrument that I made, which I have called a 11 cart ” 
integrator, is a machine which, if the lower figure is traced out, 
will describe the upper, 1 will trade a circle; the instrument 
foHhws the curious bracket-shaped fine that X have already made 
sufficiently black to be seen at a distance, the height of the new 
Une meaftttfeft the she# of the circle, tbe instrument has squared 
the circle. This machine Is a thing of mainly theoretical interest, 


my only object in showing it is to explain the means by which I 
have developed a practical and automatic instrument of which I 
shall speak presentty, The guiding principle in the cart inte¬ 
grator is a little three wheeled cart, whose front wheel U con¬ 
trolled by the machine. This, of course, is invisible at a distance, 
and therefore I have here a large front wheel alone. On 
moving this along the table, any twisting of its direction instantly 
causes it to deviate from its straight path ; now suppose 1 do 
not let it deviate, but compel it to go straight, then at once a 

? reat strain is put upon the table which is urged the other way. 
f the table can move it will instantly do so. A table on rollers 
is inconvenient as an instrument, let us therefore roil it round 
into a roller, then on moving the wheel along it the roller will 
turn, and the amount by which it turns will correspond to the 
height of tbe second figure drawn by the cart integrator. If# 
therefore, the wheel is inclined by a magnet under the influence 
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of an electric current, or by any other cause, the whole amount 
of which we wish to know, then the number of turns of the 
roller will tell us this amount; or to go back to our water 
analogy, if we had the weighted board to show current strength, 
and had not the paddle-wheel to show total quantity, we might 
use the board to incline a disk in contact with n roller, and then 
drag the roller steadily along by clockwork. The number of 
turns of the roller would give the quantity of water. Instru¬ 
ments that will thus add up continuously indications at a time, 
and so find amounts during a time, are called integrators. 

The most important application that I have made at present 
of the integrator described is what I have called an engine* 
power meter. The instrument is on the table, but as it is far too 
small to be seen at a distance, 1 have arranged a large model to 
illustrate its action. The object of this machine is to measure 
how much work an engine has done during any time, and show 
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the result on a dial, so that a workman may read it off at once 
without having to make any calculations. 

Before I can explain how work is measured, perhaps I had 
better say a few words about the meaning of the word “ work.” 
Work is done when pressure overcomes resistance, producing 
motion. Neither motion nor pressure alone is work. The two 
factors, pressure and motion, must occur together. The work 
done is found by multiplying the pressure by the distance moved. 
In an engine, steam pushes the piston first one way, then the 
other, overcomes resistance, and aoes work. To find this, we 
must multiply the pressure by the motion at eveiy instant, and 
add all the products together. This is what the engine power 
meter does, and it shows the continuously growing result on a 
dial. When the piston moves k drags the cylinder along, where 
the steam presses the wheel is inclined. Neither action alone 
causes the cylinder to turn, but when they occur together the 
cylinder turns, and the number of turns registered on a dial 
shows with mathematical accuracy how much work has been 
done. 

In the steam-engine work is done in an alternating manner,.. 
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and it so happens that this alternating action exactly salts the 
integrator. Suppose, however, that the action whatever it 
be, which we wish to estimate is of a continuous kind, such for 
instance as the continuous passage of an electric current Then, 
if by means of any device, we can suitably incline the wheel, so 
long as we keep pushing Vhe cylinder alone, so long will its 
rotation measure and indicate the result; but there must come a 
time when the end of the cylinder is reached. If then we drag 
it back again, instead of going on adding up, it will begin to 
take off from the result, and the hands on the dial will go back¬ 
ward®, which is clearly wrong. So long as the current continues, 
so long must the hands on the dial turn in one direction. This 
effect is obtained in the instrument now on the table, the electric 
energy meter, in this way. Clockwork causes the cylinder to 
travel backwards and forwards by means of what is called a 
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mangle motion, but instead of moving always in contact with 
one wheel, the cylinder goes forward in contact with one, and 
back in contact with another on its opposite side. In this in¬ 
strument the inclination of the wheels is effected by an arrange¬ 
ment of coils of wire, the main current passing through two fixed 
concentric solenoids, and a shunt current through a great length 
of fine wire on a movable solenoid, hanging in the space between 
the others. The movable portion has an equal number of turns 
in opposite directions, and is therefore unaffected by magnets 
held near it. The effect of this arrangement is that the energy 
of the current, that is, the quantity multiplied by the force driving 
it, or the electrical equivalent of mechanical power, is measured 
by the slope of the wheels, and the amount of work done by 
the current during any time, by the number of turns of the 
cylinder, which are registered on a dial. Professors Ayrton and 
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Perry have devised an instrument which is intended to show the 
same thing. They make use of a clock, and cause it to go too 
fast or too slow by the action of the main on the shunt current; 
the amount of wrongness of the clock, and not the time shown, 
is said to measure the work done by the current. This method 
of measuring the electricity by the work it has done is one which 
has been proposed to enable the electrical companies to make out 
their bills. 

The other method is to measure the amount of electricity that 
has passed without regard to the work done. There are three 
lines on which inventors have worked for this purpose. The 
first, which has been used in every laboratory ever since elec¬ 
tricity has been understood, is the chemical method. When 


electricity passes through a salt solution, It carries metal with It, 
and deposit* it on the plate by which the electricity 1-aves the 
liquid. The amount of metal deposited is a measure of the 
quantity of electricity. Mr. Sprague and Mr. Edison have 
adopted this method; but as It is impopsible to allow the whole 
of a strong current to pass through a liquid, the current U 
divided ; a small proportion only w allowed to pass through, 
Provided that the proportion does not vary, and that the metal 
never has any motions on its own account, the increase in the 
weight of one of the metal plates measures the quantity of 
electricity. 

The next method depends on the use of some sort of inte* 
grating machine, and this being the most obvious method, has 
been attempted by a large number of inventors. Any machine 
of this kind is sure to go, and is sure to indicate something, 
which will be more nearly a measure of the electricity, as the 
skill of the inventor is greater. 

Meters for electricity of the third class are dynamical in their 
action, and I believe that what I have called the vibrating meter 
was the first of its class. It is well known that a current passing 
round iron makes it magnetic. The force which such a magnet 
cxerfs is greater when the current is greater, but it is not simply 
proportional; if the current is twice or three times as strong, 
the force is four times or nine times as great, or generally the 
force is proportional to the square of the current. Again, when 
a body vibrates under the influence of a controlling force, ns a 
pendulum under the influence of gravity, four times as much 
force is necessary to make it vibrate twice as fast, and nine times 
to make it vibrate three times as fast ; or generally the square of 
the number measures the force. I will illustrate this by a model. 
Here are two sticks nicely balanced on points, and drawn into a 
middle position by pieces of tape to which weights may be hung. 
They are identical in every respect. I will now hang a I lb. 
weight to each tape, and let the pieces of wood swing. They 
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keep time together absolutely. I will now put 2 lbs. on one 
tape. It is clear that the corresponding stick is going faster, 
but certainly not twice as fast. I will nowhang on 4 lbs. One 
stick is going at exactly twice the pace of the other. To make 
one go three times as fast, it is obviously useless to put on 3 lbs,, 
for it takes 4 to make it go twice os fast. I will hang on 9 jh*». 
One now goes exactly three times as fast as the other. I will 
now put 4 lbs. on the first, and leave the 9 lbs. on the second; 
the first goes twice while the second goes three times. If instead 
of a weight we use electromagnetic force to control the vibra¬ 
tions of a body, then twice the current produces four times the 
force, four times the force produces twice the rate ; three times 
ihe current produces nine times the force, nine times the force 
produces three times the rate, and so on ; or the rate is directly 
proportional to the current strength. There is on the table a 
working meter made on this principle. I allow the current that 
passes through to pass also through a galvanometer qf special 
construction, so that you can tell by the position of a spot of 
light on a scale the strength of the current. At the present time 
there is no current; the light is on the zero of the scale, the 
meter is at rest. I now allow a current to pass from a battery uf 
the new Faure-S el Ion-Voldemar cells which the Storage Com* 
pany have kindly lent me for this occasion. The light moves 
through one division on the scale, and the meter has started, I 
will atk you to observe its rate of vibration. I will now double 
the current; this is indicated by the light moving to the end of 
the second division on the scale: the meter nitrates twice as 
fcst Now the current is three times as strong, now four , tunes, 
and so on. You will observe that the position of the spot of 
light and the rate of vibration always correspond. Every vibra¬ 
tion of the meter corresponds to a definite quantity of electricity, 
and causes a hand on a dial to move on one step. By looking at 
the dial, we can see how many vibrations there have been, 
and therefore how much electricity has passed* Just as the 
vibrating sticks in the model In time come to rest, so the 
vibrating part of the meter would in time do the same, if it 
were not kept going by an impulse automatically given to it 
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when required. Also, just as the vibrating slicks can be timed 
to one another by sliding weights along them, so the vibrating 
electric meters can be regulated to one another, ao that all shall 
indicate the same value for the same current, by changing the 
pO itlon or weight of the bobs attached to the vibrating arm, 

The other meter of this class, Dr. Hopkinson’s, depends on 
the fact that centrifugal force is proportional to the square of 
the angular velocity. He therefore allows a little motor to 
drive a shaft faster and faster, until centrifugal force overcomes 
electromagnetic attraction, when the action of the motor ceases. 
The number of turns of the motor is a measure of the quantity 
of electricity that has passed. 

I will now pass on to the measurement of power transmitted 
by belting. The transmission of power by a strap is familiar to 
every one in a treadle sewing-machine or on ordinary lathe. 
The driving force depends on the difference in the tightness of 
the two sides of the belt, and the power transmitted is equal to 
this difference multiplied by the speed ; a power-meter must, 
therefore, solve this problem—it munt subtract the tightness of 
one side from the tightness of the other side, multiply the differ¬ 
ence by the speed at every instant, and add all the products 
together, continuously representing the growing amount on a 
dial, I shall now show for the first time an instrument that I 


have devised, that will do all this in the simplest possible 
manner. I have here two wheels connected by a driving 
band of indiarubber, round which I have tied every few 
inches a piece of white silk ribbon. I shall turn one a little 
way, and hold the other. The driving force is indicated by a 
difference of stretching, the pieces of silk are much further apart 
on the tight side than they are on the loose, 1 shall now turn 
the handle and cause the wheels to revolve ; the motion of the 
band is visible to all. The indiarubber is travelling faster on 
the tight side than on the loose side, nearly twice a’, fast; this 
must be so, for as there i. le s material on the tight side than on 
the loose, there would be a gradual accumulation of the india- 
rubber round the driven pulley, if they travelled at the same 
speed ; since there is no accumulation, the tight side must travel 
the faste-t, Now it may be shown mathematically that the 
difference in the speeds is proportional brth to the actual speed 
and to the driving strain ; it u therefore a measure of the power 
or work being transmitted, and the difference in the distance 
travelled is n measure of the work done. I have here a work¬ 
ing machine which shows directly on a dial the amount of 
Work done; this I will show in action directly. Instead of 
indiarubber, elastic steel is used. Since the driving-pulley has 
the velocity of the tight side, and the driven of the loose side of 
the belt, the difference in the number of their turns, if they are 
of equal size, will measure the Work. This difference 1 measure 
by differential gearing which actuates a hand on a dial. I may 
turn the handle as fast as I please; the index does not move, 
for no work is being done. I may hold the wheel and pro¬ 
duce a great driving strain; again the index remains at rest, 
for no work is being done. I now turn the handle quickly, and 
lightly touch the driven wheel with my finger. The resistance, 
small though it is, has to be overcome; a minute amount of 
Work is being done, the index creeps round gently. I will now 
put more pressure on my finger, more work is being done, the 
Index is moving faster; whether I increase the speed or the 
resistance the index turns faster; its rate of motion measures 
the power, and the distance it has moved, or the number of 
turns, measures the work done. That this is so I will show by 
an experiment. I will wind up in front of a scale a 7 lb. weight; 
the hand has turned one*thirdi round. I will now wind a 28 lb, 
weight uptbe same height; the hand has turned four-thirds of 
a turn. There are other points of a practical nature with regard 
to this invention which 1 cannot now describe. 

There is one other class of instruments which I have developed 
of which time will let me say very little. The object of this 
dass of instruments is to divide the speed with which two regis¬ 
trations are being effected, and continuously record the quotient. 
In the instrument on the table two iron cones are caused to 
rotate in time with the registration ; a magnetised steel reel 
hangs on below. This reel turns about, and runs up or down 
the cones until it finds a place at which it can roll at ease. Its 
position at once indicates the ratio of the speeds which will be 
efficiency, horsepower per hour, or one thing in terms of 
another. Just as the integrators are derived from the steering 

ah ordinary blcyde, so this instrument is derived from the 
double steering of the ‘'Otto" bicycle. 

Though I am afraid that X have not succeeded to the short 


time at my disposal in making clear all the points on which 1 
have touched, yet I hope that I have done something to remove 
the very prevalent opinion that meters for power and electricity 
do not exist. 


THE PERMIAN SYSTEM IN RUSSIA 1 

A QUESTION which has during the last few years occupied 
Russian geologists is whether the upper horizon of the 
14 mottled marls/' which were considered by Murchison as Per* 
noian, must be &tUl regarded as such, or rather as a member 
of the Trias—an opinion strongly advocated by several eminent 
geologists in Russia. The question is a large one, the mottled 
marls being the most widely-spread member of Murchison's 
Permian formation in Russia, and covering it almost on the 
whole of the surface it occupies in Russia in Europe. Were the 
Triassic origin of the mottled marls an established fact, the 
whole aspect of a geological map of Russia would be changed, 
and so it was on the map published in 1870 by a late member of (he 
Academy, M. Helmersen, and on the map of the western tlope 
of the Ural Mountains by Prof. Meller. The question is thus 
the subject of much controversy, and a whole series of papers 
is devoted to it in the Memoirs of the Kazan Society of Naturalists 
and elsewhere. The last of this series is a paper by Frof. 
Stuckenberg, which states the present aspect of the question 
and enables us t5 summarise the controversy m its broad 
features. 

Murchison’s Permian system covers, as is known, no less than 
6600 square miles in eastern Russia, from the province of Arch¬ 
angel in the north to that of Ufa in the s-outh, and from 
Nimi-Novgorod in the west to Perm and Orenburg in the east; 
isolated islands of it appear on the surface in the provinces of 
Astrakhan, Kharkov, and Ekaterinoslav. The evidence itself 
of the basin where the Permian formation was deposited neces¬ 
sarily implies a great variety of lithological characters, and in 
fact it includes, besides the dolomitic limestones, a very great 
variety of marls, clays, sandstones, and conglomerates, the lime¬ 
stones occupying separate basins in the middle parh, wbil-t the 
nuirlfi, clays, sandstone?, and conglomerates have the appearance 
of coast deposits of the Permian Sea. 

In the central parts of the basin (Kazan, Samara), the dolo¬ 
mitic limestones arc covered with a thick sheet of mottled marls, 
with sandstones, conglomerates, clays, and isolated thinner sheets 
of a tuff-like limestone. This series covers, however, not only 
the dolomitic limestone but also, as has been said, nearly the 
whole of the Permian deposit*, of European Russia, confounding 
itself with the Permian marls and sandstones, as is, for instance, 
the case—M. Stuckenberg say,—in the provinces of Vyatka, 
Nijni*Novgorod, Kazan, and Samara. Palaeontological evidence, 
however, is scarce as to the upper mottled marls, so that Murchi¬ 
son himself made the suggestion that they may belong perhaps 
to a more recent formation; he even proposed to give them on 
his map a lighter colour than the remainder of the Permian 
formation. 

The mottled marls were considered as Permian until 1855, 
when Prof. Wagner published a geological map in which he 
classified them as Trtassic. Later on, Marcou, tin 1858, and 
Ludwig, in his 44 Dias and Trias/' in 1859, arrived, independ¬ 
ently of Prof. Wagner, at the same conclusion. In 1864 Prof. 
Barbot de Mamy discovered in a sandstone belonging to this 
group a fragment of an Equisetites columnar is, Sternb, ( Cola • 
miles arenaceus, Brongn.), and this discovery, confirming former 
stratigrapliical and lithological consideration?, induced the 
majority of Russian ge ’legists to consider since the mottled 
marls as a part of the Trias. This view was adopted, as said, 
by Helmersen and by Prof. Meller. But still, as the mottled 
marl* are very poor in organic remains, and the whole question 
beset with difficulties, the controversy continued. Murchison 
found in these marls small Catherine? and shells like Cyclas, 
together with some remains of fishes and casts of Mytilus . Prof. 
Golovkinsky discovered microscopic remains of crustaceans and 
some fragments of shells, whilst the late M. Eichwald found 
remains of Estheria exigua and Beyrichia Pyrrhx, in a deposit 
which M. Stuckenberg considers as belonging to the same group. 
As to the find by Prof* Wagner of the vdtxia heterophytla at 
Abdi, dose by Mamadvsh, together with remains of the fishes 
Amb/yfterus AlbtrU ana Saunchtkys Mougeoti, M. Stuckenberg 

1 "The Upper Mottled Mark and their Relation* to other Member* of 
(he Permian Syttttn, by A. stuckenberg. (3ftweirs of the /Com* m Society 
Of Naturalise*, v<A. Xi. fasc. ■; Kaean, iSfla, 
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^dottbta, first, the accuracy of the determination, and adds that 
the Vtiitut was not fourd in the mottled marls, but in deposits 
« parallel to the Permian limestone/’ 

The Zechstein (dolomites, dolomitic limestones, oolite, and 
gypsum), which reaches a great thickness in the provinces of 
Karan and Samara, is a formation which was contemporary with 
the Permian marls, sandstones, and conglomerates which are 
widely spread in the provinces of Kazan, Nijni, Vyatka, Perm, 
Ufa, and Orenburg. On the places where both meet together, 
the Zechstein penetrates in the shape of thinner sheets into the 
marls,. The copper sandstones of the Ural also would be, 
according to the same author, contemporary with the Zechstein. 
These marls and sandstones have a characteristic fauna, and MM. 
Stuckenberg and Zaitseff discovertd in them the following 
fosrils :— Lingula orientalis , Golovk. ; Unio umbonatus, Fiscli, ; 
Unio castor , Kichw. ; Aucella Hau'tnanniy Goldf, ; Estheria 
exigua, Eichw. ; Beyrichia Pyrrho 1 , Eichw. ; and remains of 
ganoid fishes and lizards. These fossils are characteristic of the 
group, but it contains also the Zechstein fossils, Stenopora colurn- 
star is, Schl., Schizedus vbscurus, Gein., Schizodus rossicus, Vern., 
Nucula Bey rich i, Bron., Murchisonia subanguhUa , Vern., Get- 
villia sulcata , Gein., Gennllia seratophaga , Schl., Hinnites 
[Avicula) speluncaria , Schloth., Area Kingiatta, Vern., Clido - 
jphorus Pallaii, Vern., Terebratulti clout; at a, Schl., Producing 
Cancrini, Vern., Camarophoria Schlotheimi, Buch., and Spirtfer 
rugulatus , Kut. The flora of this series is characterised by 
many Con if era: (among others, the Uhlmannia Bronnii and 
hrtinfoha) Noeggerathiee [expansa and cuneifolid), ferns, &c. 
These deposits are thus Permian, and it is worthy of notice that they 
contain the Unio umbonatus and castor, the Estheria exigua, and 
the Beyrichia f*yrrJu£, 

As to the upper mottled marls, which are precisely the 
subject of the controversy, there was discovered in them but a 
very few fossils, by MM. Krotoff and Sluckenberg, namely, the 
four just mentioned ( Unio umbonatus, Unio castor , Estheria 
exiguity and Beyrichia Pyrrho) t on the Volga at Tetushi, and 
the same in the Government of Vyatka, where the marls contain 
sheets of limestone; besides, M, Krotoff found Zechstein fosdls, 
as Area Kingiana, in the tu(T-like limestone on the Volga, which 
M. Stuckenberg considers as belonging to the same series, 
Finally, there was discovered during a boring at Mount Bogdo 
“{Astrakhan), in sandstones and conglomerates, a series of 
Permian fossils {Matka minima, Brown, Turbvnila volgensis, 
Golowk,, Ger villia antiques, Mim., Clidophorus HoUebeni, Clido - 
j thorns Pal la si, Vern., Schizodus rossicus, Vern,, S, obscurus, 
(rein., Nucula Beynchi , Brown, Led a speluncaria , Gein,, and 
Hinnites {Avicula) speluncaria, Schloih. M. Stuckenburg, con¬ 
sidering the Bogdo sandstones as contemporary with the upper 
mottled marls, gives to it great weight ; but it must be 
observed that the contemporaneity of the Bogdo marls with the 
upper mottled marls of the Volga is all but established. 

As to the palaeontological evidence produced for considering 
'the upper mottled marls as Triassic, namely, those found of 
the Triassic, Equisetites columnar is ( Gala mites arenaceus ), Voltzia 
heterophylla, and Estheria minuta , M. Stuckenburg considers it 
unsatisfactory, and points out that the Voltzia keterophylla was 
found rather in Permian deposits ; and that Mr. Jones, in his 

Monograph of the Fossil Estherise,’* considers the Estheria 
minuta of the Russian mottled marls as different from the 
E. minuta , Brongn., and rather like to the £. iend la of Jordan, 
which last belongs to the Permian and Carboniferous of Western 
-Europe. As to the Catamites arenaceus, found by Barbot de 
Marny, E. Homer, in the last edition of his 41 Letnea geognos- 
■tica,’ remarks that it is too badly preserved to be a decisive 
evidence. He concludes, therefore, that contrary to the opinion 
of almost all Russian geologists, that the mottled marls ought 
to be considered again as Permian. But, as seen from the above 
summary, it will be much more prudent to conclude that the 
whole question still remains open for further investigation. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Cambridge, —The Rede Lecture was delivered on Tuesday 
fn the Senate House by Prof, Huxley, the subject being u The 
Origin of the Existing Forms of Animal Life, Construction or 
Evolution ? ” There were at least eleven hundred persons pre¬ 
sent, and amongst them nearly all the University dignitaries now 
in residence. 

In the second part of the Natural Sciences Tripos sixteen men 


and one lady are placed in the first class; of tbU Mr. H eraser of 
King's College is distinguished in Zoology and Comparative 
Anatomy ; Mr. Reid of Cavendish College in Human Anatomy; 
and Mr. Sharrington of Cains College in Physiology. 

Prof. Hughes has been elected to a Professorial Fellowship at 
Clare College. 

Messrs. P. Frost, I. Todhunter, and Joseph Wolstenholme 
are to receive the degree of Doctor m Science. 

The Woodwardian Professor dissents strongly from the pro¬ 
posal to place the Sedgwick Museum on the Downing Street 
site in front of the new museums. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

The Journal of Anatomy and Physiology for April, 1883, 
contains;—A contribution to the study of Spma bifida, encepha- 
locele, and aaencephalus, by Prof. Clcland (Plates 11 and 12).— 
On the minute structure ol the palatine nerves of the frog, and 
the termination of nerves in blood-vessels and glands, by Prof. W, 
Stirling and J. F. Macdonald (Plate 13). —On the lymphatics of 
Periosteum, by Drs, George and F. Elizabeth Iloggan (Plate 14). 
—The brachial plexus of the macaque monkey, and its analogy 
with that of man, by W. T, Brooks.—-A case of primary sarcoma 
of the pleura, by R. W. Greenish (Plate 15).—Infiltrating carci¬ 
noma of the breast, by Dr. G. Barling.-’Observations of the 
diameters of human vertebras in different regions, by Dr. R. J. 
Anderson.—On a simple form of Lippmaox capillary electro¬ 
meter useful to physiologists, bv Prof. McKendrick.—On so- 
called sponge-grafting, by Drs. K. Franks and P. S. Abraham 
(Plate 16).—The valvular action of the larynx, by Drs, T. L. 
Brunton and T. Cash.—Origin of the internal circumflex from 
the deep epigastric artery, by Dr. A. Thomson.—On cervical 
ribs and the so-called bicipital ribs in man in relation to the 
corresponding structures in the Cetacea, by Prof. Turner.—On a 
new form of ether microtome, by Dr, Cathcart.—On right-aided 
sigmoid flexure and rectum, by Dr. E. E. Maddox.—A note to 
Mr, Harwell's paper on myology of pigeon. 

The Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science for April, 
1883, contains :—On the anatomy and development of Peripatus 
capensis , by the late Prof. F. M. Balfour, edited by Professors 
Moaeley and Sedgwick (Plates 13 to ao).—On a morphological 
variety of Bacillus anthracis , by Dr. E. Klein, with notes 
thereon by Prof. Ray Lankester (Plate 21).—Note ou a pink 
Torula, by H. Marshall Ward (Plate 22).—On double staining 
nucleated blood corpuscles with amlin dyes, by Dr. V. Harris.— 
Some recent researches on the continuity of the protoplasm 
through the walls of vegetable cells, by \V. Gardiner.— Re¬ 
view of recent researches on Spermatogenesis, by J. E, Bloom¬ 
field.—Npte on a minute point in the structure of the spermato¬ 
zoon of the newt, by G. F. DowdeswelL—On the existence of 
Spengel's olfactory organ and of paired genital ducts in the 
pearly nautilus, by Prof. Kay Lankester and A. G. Bourne. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

London 

Royal Society, April 12,— 44 On a New Crinold from the 
Southern Sea/’ By F. Herbert Carpenter, M.A., Assistant 
Master at Eton College. Communicated by W. B. Carpenter, 
C.B., M.D., F.R.S. 

Among the collections of the late Sir Wyviile Thomson, a 
small Comatula has recently been discovered which was dredged 
by the Challenger at a depth of 1800 fathoms in the Southern 
Sea. Although it is unusually small, the diameter of the calyx 
being only 3 mm., the characters presented by this form are 
such as to render it by far the most remarkable among all the 
types of recent Crinoids, whether stalked or free. The name 
proposed for it Is Thaumatocrinus renovatus . 

But it is distinguished by four striking peculiarities i— 

(*•) The presence of a closed ring of basals upon die dxterfor 
of the calyx. 

(a.) The persistence of the oral plates of the lam, as in Hpe* 
rimts and Rhizocrinus, 

(^*) The separation of the primary radiale by Inter radial* 
which rest on the basals. 

(4,) The presence of an arm-like appendage on the interradial 
plate of the anal side. 

Taking these in order— 

(1.) No adult Comatula, except the recent Atehcrisms and 
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some tittle-known fostite, has a closed ring of basals; and oven 
in Ai&crhm they are quite small and insignificant, 

(2,) In all recent C<mciu(a t in the Pentucrinida, and in 
Bathycrinus^ the oral plates of the larva become resorbed as 
maturity is approached. In Thaumatocrinus, however, they are 
retained, as in ffyoerinus, Rkizocrinus % and Hotopus, repre¬ 
sentatives of three different families of Neocrinoids. 

(3,) There is no Neocrinoid, either stalked or free, in which 
the primary radiate remain permanently separated as they are in 
Thtimutf&erinust and for a short time after their first appear¬ 
ance in the larva of ordinary Crinoids. The only Palajocrmoids 
presenting this feature are certain of the Rhodocrinidtt, e.g. 
ReUccrinuS) Rhodocrinus y TTtylacocrinus , Ac. In the two latter 
and in the other genera which have been grouped together with 
them into the section RhodocrimUs there ia a single interradial 
intervening between every two radials, and resting on a basal 
just as in Tkaumatocrinus. But in the Lower Silurian Rctco- 
rritms the interradial areas contain a large number of minute 
pieces of irregular form and arrangement. 

(4.) It U only, however, in Rftcocrinus and in the allied genua 
Xmocrinus, Miller, which is also of Lower Silurian age, that 
an anal appendage similar to that of Thaumatocrinus is to be 
met with. 

Of the four distinguishing characters of Thaumatocrinus , 
therefore, one appears in one or perhaps in two genera of Coma - 
tulcc ; another is not to be met with in any Comatula , though 
occurring in certain stalked Crinoids; while the two remaining 
characters are limited to one family of the Palaiocrinoidn, one of 
them being peculiar to one or at most two genera which are 
confined to the Lower Silurian rocks. 

Their reappearance in such a specialised type as a recent 
Comatula is therefore all the more striking. 

Geological Society, May 23.—J. W. Hulko, F.R.S., pre¬ 
sident, in the chair.—Ernest Le Neve Foster and Richard 
tiullen Newton were elected Fellows of the Society.—The 
following communications were read:—On the basalt glass 
(tachylyte) of the Western Isles of Scotland, by Prof. J. W. Judd, 
F.R.S., Sec.G.S., and G. A. J. Cole, F.G.S. Basalt glass or 
tachylyte is a rare rock, although very widely distributed. In 
the Western Isles of Scotland it has, by the authors of the paper, 
been detected in five localities only, namely, Lamlash (Holy 
Isle) near Arran, the Beal near Portree in Skye, Gribun and 
Some in Mull, and Screpidale in Raasay. Basalt glass is always 
found in the Hebrides as a selvage to dykes, thongh elsewhere 
it has been described as occurring under other conditions where 
rapid cooling of basaltic lava has taken place. Some of the 
varieties of basalt glass in the Hebrides differ from any hitherto 
described by their hi^h specific gravity (2*8 to 2*9) and by their 
low percentage of silica (45 to 50). This basalt glass is fre¬ 
quently traversed by numerous joints; it is occasionally finely 
columnar, and sometimes petlitic in structure. From the acid 
glasses (obsidian) it is distinguished by its density, its opacity, 
its magnetic properties, and especially by its easy fusibility, from 
which the name of tachylyte is derived. By its greater hardness 
it is readily distinguished from its hydrated fjrms (palagonite, 
Ac,), In its microscopic characters basalt glass is found to 
resemble other vitreous rucks j thus it exhibits the porphyritic, 
the banded and fluidal, the spherulitic, and the perlitic struc¬ 
tures. In the gradual transition of this rock into basalt, all the 
stages of devitrification can be well studied. The difference 
between these locally developed basalt glasses and the similar 
materials forming whole lava-streams in the Sandwich Islands 
was pointed out in the paper, and the causes of this difference 
were discussed, Jt was argued that the distinction between 
tachylyte and hyalomelftne, founded on their respective behaviour 
when treated with acids, must be abandoned, and that these 
substances must be classed as rocks and not as mineral species ; 
the name basalt glass was adopted as best expressing their rela¬ 
tions to ordinary basalt, the term tachylyte Ming applied to all 
glasses of basic composition and being used in contradistinction 
to obsidian.—On a section recently exposed in Baron HiU Park, 
bear Beaumaris, by Prof. T. G. Boxutey, F.R.S., Sec.G.S. 
The author, about three years since, observed some imperfect 
exposure* of a fetiatic grit in the immediate vicinity of the normal 
whists of the district in a road which leads from Beaumaris 
c *oietery to Llaudegfan; but last summer had the Opportunity, 
through the courtesy of Sir R. B, WilUmnv of examining the 
cuttings made in constructing a new drive, which runs through 
wm Hitt Park, very near the above o ut cr op s. After tracing : 


the normal schists along the steep scarp of the hill, came, 
after an interval of about 60 yards, covered by soil and 
vegetation, to a massive gray grit consisting of quarts, felspar,, 
ana minute fragments of compact fete be, which now and 
then attain a larger size, being an inch or so across. These 
grits, which pass occasionally into hard compact mudstones 
(probably more or less of volcanic origin), can be traced for some 
350 yards to the neighbourhood of the above-mentioned road, 
which is crossed by a bridge ; and a short distance on the other 
side of this is a considerable outcrop of the grit, which in places 
becomes coarsely conglomeratic, containing large fragments of 
the reddish quirtz-feisite bo common on the other side of the 
straits, in the beds at or below the base of the Cambrian series. 
The schists ap|*ar to dip about ao° E.S.E., the grits about 25“ 
E. The author, after describing the microscopic structure of 
the various rocks noticed, pointed out that this section, though 
the junciion of the two rocks is probably a faulted one, has an* 
important bearing on the question of the age of the Anglesey 
schists, micaceous and chloritic. The Survey regards them as 
altered Cambrian ; if has even been suggested that they may be 
of Bala age ; others have regarded them as Pebidian. Now the 
fcEitic grits and conglomerates cannot be newer than the Cam¬ 
brian conglomerate of the mainland, regarded by Prof. Hughes 
as the base of the true Cambrian, and are probably older, cor¬ 
responding with some part of the series between it and the great 
masses of quartz felsitc which are developed near Llyn Padam 
and Port Dinorwig, which series lithologically and stratigraphi- 
cally corresponds with the typical Pebidian of Pembrokeshire. 
Hence, as the Anglesey schists are in the full sense of the term 
metainorpbic rocks, and the “Pebidian" but slightly altered, 
this bcciion shows that the former must be much older than the 
latter, and so be distinctly Archaean.—On the rocks between the 
quartz-felsite and the Cambrian series in the neighbourhood of 
Bangor, by »Prof. T. G. Bonncy, F.R.S., Sec.G.S. This 
district has already been the subject of papers by the author 
(Quart, Journ . Gtog. Soc vol. xxxiv. p. 137), and by Prof. 
Hughes (vol. xxxv. p. 682), who differs from him in restricting 
the scries between the quartz-felsite and Cambrian conglomerate 
to little more than the bastard slates and green breccias of 
Bangor mountain. The author has traced on the south-east 
side of the Bangor-Caernarvon road a well-marked breccia 
containing fragments of purple slate mixed with volcanic 
materials, below the abave-named Bangor series, for more 
than a mile. At a lower level he Inn traced another well- 
marked breccia, chiefly of volcanic materials, for half a 
mile; and, lastly, a grit and conglomerate, apparently resting 
on the quartz-felsite named above, composed of materials derived 
from it. This has been traced on both sides of the road men¬ 
tioned above for nearly two miles. For these and for other 
reasons given in the paper, the author i*. of opinion that, ns he 
formerly maintained, there is a continuous upward succession on 
the south-east side of the road, from the quartz-felsite at Brithdir 
to the Cambrian conglomerate on Bangor mountain. The 
district on the north-west side of the road is so faulted that he 
can come to no satisfactory conclusions. The author ii in 
favour of incorporating the above-named quartz-felsites with the 
overlying beds as one series, corresponding generally with the 
Pebidian of South Wales; older than the Cambrian, though 
probably not separated from it by an immense interval of time. 
An analysis of the Brithdir quartz-felsite by Mr. J. S. Teall, 
was given, from which it appeared that the rock corresponds 
very closely with the “devitrified pitchstone ” of Lea rock in 
the Wrekin district, described by Mr. Allport, but differs con¬ 
siderably in composition from those in the Ordovician rocks of 
North Wales. 

Edinburgh 

Royal Society, May XL—Mr. Robert Gray, vice-president* 
in the chair.—Obituary notices were read of Sheriff Hallard, 
Or. John Muir, Friedrich Wohler, Sir J, Rose Cormack, M. P., and 
Dr, Morehead. Mr. John Aitken, in a noteoa the moon and the 
weather, observed that the phenomenon of the old moon in the 
new moon's arms was not always visible in a very clear atmo¬ 
sphere, but that other meteorological conditions seem to be 
requisite. He suggested that the earthshine might be greatly 
intensified by a cloud laden atmosphere to the west of the 
observer.—Mr. D. B. Datt read a piper on the odds of opium, 
in which he stated that, contrary to the general opinion, the 
principal acid in opium, judged by its acidifying powers, is 
sulphuric and not meconlc acid, a considerable portion of the 
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morphia being always combined with the sulphuric acid.—Prof. 
Tail gave same results of direct observations of the effect of 
pressure on the maximum density-point of water. The experi¬ 
ments were a modification of the well-known Hope experiment. 
A glass vessel of water with a self-registering thermometer at 
the bottom and a mas^ of ice at the top was placed inside the 
water (at 50* F.) of the large hydraulic press. Under a pressure 
of 3 tom weight per square inch, the thermometer fell to 33° 
F., whereas at the ordinary atmospheric pressure, but under 
otherwise similar circumstances, the temperature registered never 
fell below 41* F. 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, May 21.—M. E. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, in the chair.—Observations of the small planets made 
with the large meridian of the Pam observatory during the first 
quarter of the year 1883, communicated by M. Lcewy.—On the 
critical point of soluble gases, by J. Jamin. The critical point 
is defined to be the temperature at which a liquid and its satu¬ 
rated vapour have the same density. At and beyond this point 
the fluid and vapour become fused in one, and all latent heat 
disappears.—Extract from a memoir on the composition of com¬ 
bustible mineral substances, by M. Boussingault. The propor¬ 
tions are given of the carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen 
contained in the substances analysed—the bitumen of the Chinese 
fire-pits and Dead Sea, the Egyptian asphalt, fossil resins, and 
the anthracites and other coals of South America and France. A 
method is proposed for eliminating the hydrogen, oxygen, and 
other impurities from graphite, and thus reducing it, like the 
diamond, to pure carbon,—The scientific expedition of the 
Talisman to the Atlantic Ocean, by M. Alphonse Milne-Edwards. 
The 7 alls wan sailed from Rochefort on June 1, and will visit 
the Canaries, Cape Verd Islands, Azores, and intermediate 
waters.—On the dKcussinn recently raised by the Commission 
of the Turin Veterinary School, touching the state of the blood 
of a sheep subjected to carbonic vaccination when examined 
within s few hours of death and the day after death, by M. 
Pa-teur,—Note by Admiral Parts accompanying the presentation 
of his work on the “Naval Museum in the Louvre.”—A new 
method of synthesis for the alkvlnitrous acids, by G. Chancel. 
—On the part respectively played by oxygen and heat in 
attenuating the carbonic vims by the method of M. Pasteur, 
by M. A. Chauveau,—On the treatment of the water used 
in wool-washing, by MM. Delattre. This water yields 
4|S° per 100 of a very dry potassium, or a total of 270,000 
kilograms, valued at 4300/., on the 6,000,000 kilograms of wool 
annually washed in France. But from this must be deducted 
1000/. for the cost of treatment.—On the algebraic functions of 
Fuchs, by M. H. Pomcar^.—On the theory of Euler’s integrals, 
by M. Bourguet,—On the resistance of the atmosphere in very 
slow oscillatory movements, by M, J. B. BaiUe.—On the deforma¬ 
tion of polarised electrodes, by M. Gouy.—On the electro- 
dynamic interference of alternant currents, by M. A. Oberbeck. 
—On the sesquisulphuret of phosphorus, by M. Isambert.—On 
some double salts of lead, by M. G. Andre.—On the solubility 
of strychnine in acids, by MM. Hanriot and BJurer.— On a 
saccharine substance extracted from the lungs and phlegm of 
consumptive patients, by M. A. G. Pouchet,—On a deposit of 
quaternary mammals in the neighbourhood of Argenteuil (Seine- 
et-Oise), by M. Stan. Meunier. Here the author recently dis¬ 
covered remains of the elephant, Rhinoceros tkhorkinus i cave 
hyaena, horse, reindeer, and a member of the ox family, appa¬ 
rently Bison prisons. —Vegetation of the vine at Calfcves, near 
Nyon, Switzerland, by M. Eugfcue Risler. 

June 4.—M. Blanchard in the chair.—The following papers 
were read On the possibility of increasing in a great measure 
the precision of the observations of the eclipses of Jupiter’s 
satellites, by A. Cornu.—On the solubility of sulphide of copper 
in alkaline sulpbomolybdates, by M. Debray.—On the solution 
of certain problems of cosmography by means of graphic tables, 
MM. Lalanne and Ed. Colfignon.—M. A, Caligny presented to 
ttic Academy his work entitled : “Theoretical and Experimental 
Researches concerning the Oscillations of Water, and the Hy¬ 
draulic Machines with Oscillating Liquid Columns.”—On recent 
scientific results obtained regarding the etiology of and pr event*- 
tives from cholera, by A. Fauvel.—Researches on typhoid fever 
in Paris during the period October 19, 1882, to May is a.c,, by 
M. de Pletra-Santa.—On an apparatus for obtaining low tem¬ 
peratures which can be graduated at pleasure, by P, Gibler.— 
On the hyposulphidcs of phosphorus, by M. Isambert.—On the 
sesquisulphide of phosphorus, by G. Lemoinc. -Reply to M. le 


Goarant de Tromelin regarding the electric log, by M. Fieuriais. 
—On glass-blowing by means of mechanically-compressed air, by 
M, Appert,—On the observations of Brooks-Swift comet (41883) 
made at Paris Observatory, by G. Bigourd an.—On the develop¬ 
ment of the perturbating function, by B. Baillaud.—On the 
uniform functions of two analytical points which are left in¬ 
variable by an infinity of rational transformations, by M. Appell. 
—On uniform functions, by J. Farkas.—On a correction of the 
stereotyped formula in the preface of Callet, by M. Em. Barhier.— 
Practical rules for substituting certain closed curves for a given 
arc, by li. L^aut^.— On passive mechanical power, interior re¬ 
sistance, and other points relating to electro-magnetism, by G. 
Cfibanellas.—On the freezing point of acid solutions, by F. M. 
RaouIt—Comparison of the evaporation of fresh water and sea 
water at different degrees of concentration; consequences relating 
to a sea in the interior of Algeria, by M, Dieulatait.—Notes on 
the preceding communication, by M. Jamin.—Thermical studies 
on the solution of hydrofluoric acid in water, by M. Guntz. —On the 
transformation of glycol into glycolic acid, by M. de Forcrand. 
— Researches on the production of crystallised borates in 
the wet way, by A. Ditte,—On the reaction of sulphide 
of lead upon metallic chlorides, by A. Levallois.— On the 
burning ol gypsum, by H. le Chatelier.—On an acid result¬ 
ing from the oxidation of strychnia, by M. Hanriot.—On 
the life capacity of the monstrous embryos of chickens, by M. 
Darcste.—On the artificial production of the inversion of the 
viscera or “ heterotaxy ” in chicken embryos, by MM. Hermann 
Fol and St. Warynski.—Observations on blastogenesis and 
alternating generation in Salpa and Pyrosoma, by L. loliet.— 
On the localisation of virus in wounds and on the inode of its 
dissemination in the organism, by G. Colin.—Experimental re¬ 
searches on the lesion of the spinal marrow, determined by the 
hemisection of that organ, by E, A. ITomc'n.—On the mechanical 
organisation of the pollen-grain, by J. Vesque. —Note on the 
life and work of Prof, da Costa Simoldes of Coimbra, by 
Eduardo Abren.—On a method of utilising sewage water, by 
MM. Delattre and Pinot. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 1B83 


“ THE NEW PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL 
PHILOSOPHY ” 

Thi New Principles of Natural Philosophy . By W. L. 
Jordan, F.R.G S. (London; David Bogue, 1883.) 

I N the Preface to this large and handsome volume we 
are told that t( The Third Chapter, . . , , and more 
-especially the first nine Parts of that chapter, are the 
justification for the title of this work.” This sort of 
intimation is unusual, but timely and useful, as it enables 
-us to go at once to the root of the m tter, and to study 
“ The New Principles ” in themselves, before we com¬ 
mence the perusal of the formidable array of arguments, 
examples, and demonstrations which constitutes the bulk 
of the volume. The chapter referred to is formally dedi¬ 
cated to the memory of Descartes and Newton, “as it 
shows the connexion between the Cartesian Vortices and 
the Newtonian Laws (sic) of Gravitation.” 

The peculiar employment of the definite article in the 
title of the work at once arrests the attention of the 
reader. New principles in Natural Philosophy, some of 
them coextensive with our whole knowledge of the sub¬ 
ject, have been happily introduced even in comparatively 
recent times. The Conservation of Energy, and Carnot’s 
principle of Reversibility, are notable examples. But 
such principles consist of generalisations of our former 
knowledge, or additions to it, and are in no way sub¬ 
versive of the fundamental Laws of Motion (or Axiomata) 
as they were systematized by Newton. 

“ Tas New Principlesf however, are not of this class. 
They involve, essentially, somewhat extensive modifica¬ 
tions of Newton’s Laws, and the consequences we have 
been accustomed to draw from them. So far as we 
understand our author, he seems to allow that Newton 
and his followers have correctly deduced the consequences 
which follow from the assumption of the Laws of Motion 
and the principle of Gravitation. But the accordance of 
the results, so deduced, with observed facts is a remark¬ 
able coincidence only arising from a compensation of 
errors, where incorrect ideas as to the laws of motion are 
rectified (so far as results go) by an omission of some of 
the more powerful causes which are really at work. Thus 
the true statement of the First Law of Motion is that a 
body gradually comes to rest when the motive force 
ceases to act; while “ Gravitation is merely the act by 
which the material universe resists, or endeavours to 
resist, the motive forces acting on it. And, therefore, if 
matter were not inherently inert there would be no such 
force as gravitation” (pp. 306-7). It follows, of course, 
from the new principles that some cause, hitherto not 
taken into account, is required to explain the persistence 
of the earth's rotation and of its revolution in its orbit. 
Of course this cause must suffice for the same results in 
the case of each planet; and it must also maintain the 
rotation of the sun itself. This is found in 0 Astral 
Gravitation.” How so immensely effective a factor in 
all tit physics of the universe has hitherto been entirely 
overlooked it is not for us to say. We content ourselves 
*ith a humble effort to disseminate “ The New Principle ” 
as widely as our circulation permits, If not as widely as 
VOL. XXVIIJ*—No. 71 a 


its intrinsic importance demands. We would merely 
premise that our author distinctly points out that, after 
all, Astrology was wrong only because its votaries recog¬ 
nised personal influences,” whatever these may be, and 
not the gigantic physical forces exerted on us and our 
surroundings by the stars 

u Reason also tells us that whatever the apparent mag¬ 
nitude of any given star may be, the greater its actual 
distance from the earth, the greater is the force which it 
exerts on the earth ; and therefore the argument that the 
stars are too far off for their power to be felt, even if it 
merit the designation of common sense, is absolutely 
refuted by reason. 

“ It is not possible in the present state of knowledge to 
make a reliable (r/c) estimate regarding the actual force 
exerted by any star. 

“ Sir William Hcrschel assures us that the star Capella 
has an apparent diameter of 2& seconds. Its distance as 
indicated by parallax is 4$ million times greater than that 
of the sun. 

“ Accepting these measurements as accurate, and sup¬ 
posing Capella to be of the same density as the sun, the 
force of gravitation which it exerts on the earth is equal 
to one hundredth part of that exerted by the sun. If, 
however, any star of equal apparent magnitude whose 
distance is so great as not to be indicated by parallax, 
be as many times more distant than Capella as Capella 
is more distant than the sun, then the force exerted on 
the earth by that star, according to the foregoing mea¬ 
surements, would be 45,000 times greater than that 
exerted by the sun.” 

“ It is argued that none of the stars can have so great 
an apparent diameter as asserted by Herschel, because 
Huygens has estimated that the sun gives us 2,000 million 
times more light than we receive from Capella, and this, 
supposing the two bodies to be of equal brilliancy, would 
make Capella much smaller than estimated by Herschel. 
For a star of the apparent size estimated in this manner 
to exert as much force on the earth as is exerted by the 
sun, its distance would have to be 20 million times 
the actual distance of Capella as indicated 

of these estimates can be regarded as better 
than vague guesses at the real size of the stars ; but 
when, on the one hand, we consider the evidence which 
seems to necessitate the existence of some great con¬ 
trolling force of gravitation far distant from our solar 
system, and, on the other hand, the fact that the laws of 
optics and of gravitation make it quite possible that some 
one of the visible stars may actually be exerting a force 
far more than sufficient for the purpose indicated, reason 
is ajmost forced to the conviction that stars of the 
requisite magnitude do exist in the heavens.” 

How this,and “ The” other “ New Principles” account 
for Trade Winds, Ocean Circulation, Comets, The 
Zodiacal Light, The Secular Acceleration of the Moon’s 
Motion, &c,, must be learned from an attentive perusal 
of the work itself. The careful reader will have an ample 
and varied treat; for mixed with these weighty contribu¬ 
tions to science, we have full details of a more strictly 
human character, such as “ Replies to Critics,” « Remarks 
on the Admiralty Current Charts,” “ A Public Challenge 
to the Council of the Royal Society,” &c. We quote 
(from p. 365) a few words to show how very serious indeed 
is the state of matters with our great scientific Society. 

“ I last year publicly challenged the leaders of the 
scientific world us London to open discussion; and, in 
the second of the public lectures I then gave, I made it 
clear that the question at issue had ceased to be merely a 

I 


greater thar 
by paraUax. 
“Neither 


170 


MATURE 


[June 2 i, 188$ 


question of scientific opinion but had become also one of 
honour. And until the Council of the Royal Society take 
measures to refute or to atone for (!) the charges I then 
made, it is evident that courtesy and chivalrous conduct 
are at a discount in* the scientific world, and it is not 
surprising that the deterioration of the tone of thought 
should be such as to have at length attracted the attention 
of the editor of the TimesJ 

At p. 486 we have again the old question of the moon’s 
non-rotation about its axis. This latest follower of. Mr. 
Jellinger Symons gives a new and rather amusing argu¬ 
ment in support of the heresy. For he says it would 
require us to suppose that a ship which sails round the 
world must have turned a complete somersault, while it 
is quite obvious that she has not done so ! ! Here we 
fear wc must part company with our amusing instructor ; 
and, though to many it may appear the blackest ingrati¬ 
tude, we must conclude with a hearty wish that Mr. 
Jprdan's work had been published some twenty years 
sooner. Had it been then given to the world it would, 
like a fly in amber, have secured immortality in the pages 
of De Morgan's unique, because inimitable, Budget of 
Paradoxes. 

It has many of the distinctive charms of the celebrated 
works of Mr. James Smith (of Liverpool), Mr. James 
Reddie, and Baron von Gumpach. All these great men, 
in their turn, tilted at Philosophers or Scientific Bodies, 
the Astronomer-Royal, the Royal Society, the British 
Association, &c., and complained, a? Mr. Jordan now 
does, of the bigotry and malevolence in high places which 
depreciated the value of the gifts they were bestowing on 
the world. Some of them were hopelessly illogical and 
stupid, others merely ignorant. Mr. Jordan appears to 
belong to the second category. He is evidently untaught, 
though presumably not unteachable. But he should not 
attempt to teach. p, G. T. 


THE BRITISH MUSEUM CAl'ALOGUE OF 
BA TRAC HI A 

Catalogue of the Batrachia gradientia s. caudata } and 
B, apoda in the Collection of the British Museum. 
Second Edition. By G. A. Boulenger. (London : By 
Order of the Trustees, 1882.) 

HIS volume completes the second edition of the 
Catalogue of the Iiatrachians in the British Museum. 
The former volume, which appeared in the spring of last 
year, we have already noticed. The first edition (1850) 
was prepared by Dr. J. E. Gray, and contained descrip¬ 
tions of 72 species; 132 species are described in the 
present work, the great majority of which have been 
actually examined by Mr. Boulenger. The number of 
species of tailed Batrachians in the British Museum col¬ 
lection now amounts to 78 against 38 in 1850. Several 
of the species which are wanting in the collection are 
natives of America, and in the interests of science we hope 
some of the distinguished herpetologists of the New World 
will generously supply these desiderata. The number of 
footless Batrachians in the Collection is 19 against 5 in 1850, 
and in this group also nearly all the species unrepresented 
in the national collection are natives of America. In 
addition to very full synopses of the families and sub¬ 
families, of detailed diagnoses of the genera and species 
with synonyms, we have appended to this volume a 
summary of the principal facts of the geographical distri¬ 


bution of Batrachians generally, which adds immensely 
to the value of this catalogue to the general biologist. Of 
the various primary geographical divisions which have 
been proposed, Mr. Boulenger finds that that recognised 
by Dr, Gunther for freshwater fishes into Northern 
Equatorial and Southern Zones, agrees best with the facts 
deducible from the study of Batrachians, but with one 
modification, for a Southern Zone does not exist for 
Batrachians. Tasmania and Patagonia do not differ in 
any point regarding their frog-fauna from Australia and 
South America respectively. The following are the prin¬ 
cipal conclusions(1) In the Northern Zone there is an 
abundance of tailed and an absence of footless forms. 
A. In the Old World division (Europo-Asiatic or Pal®- 
arctic Region) there are numerous Salamandrinae, with a 
single exception an absence of Hylidai, but Discoglossidse 
are present n. In the North American division we find 
Sirenidac, few Salamandrinae, Piethodontinas, Amblysto- 
matinsc, and Hylidae numerous, Desmognathinse. (2) In 
the Equatorial Southern Zone there is an absence of 
tailed Batrachians and an equally characteristic presence 
of footless forms. Dividing (A) the Old World region 
into Indian and African, we find in both the frogs nume¬ 
rous (260 species out of 300), an absence of Hylidae and 
Cystignathidse, while in the former there are no Aglossft 
or Dendrobatidae, while in the latter there are Dactyle- 
thridae or Dendrobatidae. Dividing (b) the New World 
region into Tropical America and Australia, the former is 
rich in footless forms (21 species), has very many tailless- 
forms, some small families quite peculiar to the region, 
but above all is it rich in the Arcifera, it has also a few 
tailed forms ; the latter is divided into three subregions; 
the Australian proper is chiefly remarkable for a negative 
character, there are no footless or tailed forms, almost no 
toads or frogs, its fauna consisting mainly of the two 
families, Cystignathidje and Hylidae ; the Austro-Malayan 
subregion presents an interesting blending of Indian and 
Australian forms, a curious fact is the occurrence, accord¬ 
ing to Peters, of a third species of the African genus 
Phrynomantis in Amboyna and Batavia, New Caledonia 
does not yield a single Batrachian ; the third or New 
Zealand subregion possesses but a single species, 
Liopelma hockstetteri, very curiously a member of the 
family Discoglossidse, which is otherwise restricted to the 
Europo-Asiatic region. The following new species are 
described for the first time, and there are excellent illus¬ 
trations of most of them in the plates accompanying this 
volume; Hynobius per opus ^ China and Japan, Sfielerpes 
yucatanicus, Yucatan, Uraotypklus africanus , West 
Africa, Hypogeopkis guentheri , Zanzibar, Dermophis 
albicepSy Ecuador, and Chthonerpeton petersii , the Upper 
Amazon. 

The keeper of the Department of Zoology in the British 
Museum may be congratulated on the Batrachian collec¬ 
tion having held pace with the progress made in this 
branch of science during the last thirty years. 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

The Cinchona Planter J s Manual. By T. C, Owen*; 
(Colombo; A. M. and J. Ferguson, 1881.) 

Few plants have been so fortunate or unfortunate hi 
having so much written about them as the Cinchona*. 
Ever Since their successful introduction into India, now 
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some twenty years since, the Cinchonas have had 
showered upon them books and pamphlets innumerable, 
and where we find such voluminous writings, it would be 
sttastg$ indeed were there not matter of varied quality, 
and some that could be dispensed with altogether. Mr. 
Owen’s book is very complete in the several branches of 
Cinchona literature, facts gathered from various authentic 
sources, such as the works of Dr. King, Dr. Bidie, Mr. 
Mclvor, and the reports of the Indian and Javan Govern¬ 
ments, all of which are acknowledged by the author. 

The book is divided into six parts, the first part being 
devoted to the physiology of plants, gathered, as we are 
told, from Church and Dyer's “ How Crops Grow.” The 
second part treats of the alkaloids, the species and 
varieties, to which a large space is given, and the next part 
on the choice of land, felling, clearing, weeding, planting, 
Ate. In the fourth part manuring ana harvesting are con¬ 
sidered ; and in parts 5 and 6 the diseases to which 
Cinchonas are liable, and the estimates of Cinchona 
planting are digested. In all these matters careful details 
are given. 

The book no doubt will be very useful to Cinchona 
planters, more particularly the practical part. Its greatest 
fault, perhaps, is the extent of the book, numbering 
203 pages, too voluminous for many planters to wade 
through ; but on the other hand it appeals also to those 
who, though not actual planters, are interested in the 
progress of the Cinchona culture. 


A’ alios r a Treatise on the Scientific Culture of Personal 
Beauty and the Cure of Ugliness . By a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. (London : Simpkin 
Marshall and Co., 1883.) 

The author desires his book to be taken seriously. He 
shows that good looks and manners have a commercial 
value, since those are more likely to succeed in obtaining 
the prizes of life who can make favourable first impre sions 
than those who cannot. The first start greatly depends on 
patronage, and obscure youths who have won wealth and 

K * ion have almost always been helped by their good 
, good address, and good voice. These are aids 
of considerable importance to every candidate, whether 
it be for a place behind a counter or for the suffrages of 
a constituency. The author considers from a medical 
point of view how ill-favoured individuals may palliate 
their defects. He treats ugliness as a disease, classifying 
its various forms and indicating such remedies as he can. 
His classes are coarseness, thinness, obesity, vulgarity, 
wrinkles, defects of circulation, of complexion, and of the 
hair. Then he takes the features in detail, eyes, nose, 
mouth, &c. His recipes are not numerous, we learn 
incidentally that what is sold as lime iuice and glycerine 
for the hair contains no glycerine at all, and that a very 
popular dressing is castor oil and rum. This would have 
harmonised with the toilette of the Syrian beauty of old 
times, whose “garments smelt of myrrh, aloes, and 
cassia, 1 ’ a very apothecary-like fragrance. The book 
does not contain practical advice of much novelty, but its 
interest chiefly lies in directing attention to much that we 
already know but are too apt to forget; such as that 
dissipation, gross feeding, and indolent ways create 
ugliness of various forms. We know there are bad 
schools where the boys are slouching, ill complexioned, 
furtive in expression, and generally ugly, ana we also 
know that there are good schools where, owing to healthy 
habits and keen and varied interests, the boys are 
bright, vivacious, and attractive. Similar differences 
due to different habits of life exist in men \1 they are pre¬ 
eminently shown by the good effect of drill on a plough- 
boy or street lounger. We may be sore that those who 
habitually cultivate a healthy mind ip a healthy body, 
and who study how to please, cannot fell to add to the 
total happiness of the world and to secure for themselves 
a bettey chance of succeeding in it than their more 
negligent rivals. 


The Nat Basket (Printed for the Editress and Pub¬ 
lisher, Mrs. Eleanor Mason, at the Albion Press, 
Rangoon, Burmah.) 

We hope that the subscribers to this extraordinary pub¬ 
lication are content to give to it their money and nothing 
more. It is designed, we are told, to show the natives 
that there is no contradiction between Scripture and 
science, but if they believe that what is presented to 
them in the Basket is science they are much to be 
pitied. Such a medley of misstatements, absurd etymolo¬ 
gies, and false astronomy was never before met with out 
of Bedlam. If this is the stuff that is taught the Burmese 
by our missionaries, the sooner the latter return home the 
better. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return , 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts^ 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications . 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible . The pressure on his space is so groat 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting ana novel tacts.] 

Deductive Biology 

In the few remarks which 1 communicated to this journal 
(vol. xxvii. p. 554) under the above heading, I protested against 
the deductive method used in a purely literary manner aa a 
mischievous way of attacking biological problems. Mr. Wil¬ 
liam White objects that if I am right the deductive method 
must be excluded altogether “as a false and dangerous element 
of philosophy.” I do not myself see that this necessarily follows* 
The pith of what I said simply amounts to this—the biological 
sciences not having reached the deductive stage, it is not possible 
to enlarge our knowledge in them by mere ratiocination. This 
is 1 apprehend no more than is lnid down by Mr* Mill himself. 
Writing of the condition* under which the deductive methdd is 
applicable, he expressly says that without one indispensable 
adjunct “ all the re>ults it can give have little other value than 
that of guesswork ” (“ System of I*ogic,” 4th ed. vol. i. p. 498). 
The indispensable adjunct U verification, which requires the 
substitution of the work-table for the desk. When the former 
has put the stamp of confirmation on the speculations elaborated 
at the latter we get a scientific result which commands attention. 
Without this confirmation I am still of opinion that the deductive 
result is only “a literary performance.” It is worth noting 
that the able writer whose papers and method l took the liberty 
of criticising so far admitted the validity of wbat I said, that he 
promised to have some experiments made which would go a con¬ 
siderable way towards demolishing or sustaining the results at 
which he had so far arrived only deductively. 

As it would be a rather arduous undertaking to follow Mr. 
White over all the other ground covered by his letter, l will 
only refer to one point. He ask6 whether “comparative 
cm bryology ” is not “founded entirely upon the method of 
deductive analogy.” I am certainly myself under the impression 
that it would he difficult to pitch upon any area in science in 
which the knowledge we possess has been more conspicuously 
gained by persistent investigation or one in which generalisations 
nave more often crumbled under the pressure of fresh results of 
observation* It is the section-cutter, and not the de>k, which 
has won the victories in this field. At the present moment two 
of the most skilled of our younger embryologists (with fends 
furnished by the Royal Society) are on the joint of starting, one 
for the Cape, to study the embryology of Peripatus f the other to 
make a similar attempt in Australia on the earliest phases of the 
life-history of Ornithiryatkus and Ctratodus. They would hardly 
perhaps engage in so laborious a quest if It would answer equally 
well to stay at home with a team of paper, and, aay—without any 
disrespect to the eminent author—a copy of the writings of Mr. 
Herbert Spencer as °a base of fundamental truth ,r to start 
from in the analogical deduction of the embryology of these 
organisms* W. T. Thisei*ton Dye* 

Yovk correspondent, Mr, William White, has not, it seems 
to me, a correct appreciation of the words x 1 deductive ” and 
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** induction,” as used in reference to the investigation of the 
causes of phenomena* The mistake which he makes is a very 
frequent one, and is due to the ambiguity of the words them* 
selves, and to the inaccessibility of a treatise on modern 

%,-e "deductive method,” a# formulated by John Mill, ii one 
method by whi.!: the mental process known as induction “ the 
operation of discovering and proving general propositions —is 
accomplished. An * 1 induction ” may be a simple inference from 
an observation ; it must be an inference in which the conclusion 
is wider or more general than the premises from which it is 
drawn. A " deduction” (as the term is commonly used) is a 
result of ratiocination solely, or, in other words, of a “train of 
reasoning,” by which from a general proposition (not alone, but 
by combining it with other proposition*), we infer a proposition 
of the same degree of generality with itself, or a less general pro¬ 
position. The “deductive method ” receives its name from the 
fact that ratiocination is combined in it with induction. 

"In order to di cover the cause of any phenomenon by the 
deductive method, the process must consist of three parts ;—(i) 
Induction; (2) Ratiocination; (3) Verification:” or in common 
language ; (1) A generalisation from observed facts [or a deduc¬ 
tion from a previous generalisation]; (2) A deduction from this 
generalisation [or from an initial deduction]; (3) lhe testing or 
verification of the final deduction. 

The " hypothetical method ” is a special and very usual form of 
the deductive method in which in place of an induction or 
primary deduction we have substituted a hypothesis. Under 
proper safeguards this is the most valuable and fertile method of 
investigating the causes of complex phenomena. Hypotheses 
are legitimate or illegitimate. The cause suggested by the 
hypothesis, if not already known as existing, ought to be capable 
of being, known, and, until the cause suggested is shown to 
exist, the hypothesis, although verified, constitutes only a 
plausible conjecture. Further, the hypothesis must be such 
that no other hypothesis substituted for it would lead to 
verification. 

A hypothesis, as distinguished from a proposition resulting 
from a complete induction or a correctly formulated deduction, 
is "a supposition without actual evidence or with evidence 
avowedly insufficient.” The whole value of a hypothesis lies in 
the final carrying through with it of the deductive method. It 
must be made the starting-point of deductions, and these must 
bfe (one or more) brought to the test of observation or experi¬ 
ment—the final process of verification. 

So much by way of preliminary. 

The objection which my friend Mr. Thixelton Dyer has made 
to the essay of Mr. Grant Allen upon the forms of leaves docs 
not, it appears to me, consist in a depreciation of the "deduc¬ 
tive method” as Mr. William White is led to believe. Nothing 
can be further from the real state of the case. 

What Mr. Dyer objects to is that the method is not carried 
out by Mr. Allen* Mr, Allen gives us hypotheses—suppositions 
with insufficient evidence—and deductions from the generalisa¬ 
tion of evolution, but he is relatively deficient in " verification.” 
He also fails in the condition insisted on by Mill, who holds that 
the hypothetical method is valueless (or relatively so) unless it be 
proved that no other hypothesis than that formulated can be 
similarly verified. He further, in the case of the supposed 
exhaustion of the carbonic acid in atmospheric air, appears to 
fail in another respect indicated by Mill, in so faros he does not 
demonstrate the actual existence of the cause which he assumes 
in bis hypothesis. His proposition on this head is no more than 
11 a plausible conjecture ” at the best, and is not a legitimate 
conclusion arrived at by the deductive method. 

I do not think that there is any ground for discountenancing 
cither a “purely deductive" or a " purely inductive” method in 
the treatment of biological topics, so long as the method is 
soundly and thoroughly carried out and its logical results truly 
and clearly stated. Still le*$ is there any shadow of reason for 
not fully accepting the "deductive method” (so named) as the 
method of biological research. What we have to deprecate in 
some modem speculative essays is the tendency to put forward 
suppositions os though they were propositions which have been 
demonstrated, and to employ the printing press in launching 
hypotheses which are neither legitimate inductions nor deduc¬ 
tions, and should he kept unpublished until their originator has 
thoroughly examined them by the accepted 41 deductive method.” 

E. Ray Lank ester 

It, Wellington Mansions, North Bank, N.W, 


The Peak of Tcncriffb not very Active again 

With reference to my notioe in Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 315, 
stating, on the authority of a native lady in Santa Crus, that the 
Peak of Teneriffe was active again, even to the extent of exuding 
a red-hot lava stream from near its summit, I am informed 
now from a higher scientific authority, viz. a Cambridge man, 
and high Wrangler there in his day, but since then resident in 
Teneriffe, near Puerto Oratava, for fifty years, that that view 
was exaggerated. 1 hasten, therefore, to present to your readers 
exactly what this venerable and experienced man has to say, 
without altering a word, so far as the extract goes 
"The facts of the case,” says he, "aresimply these. On a 
clear day of south weather, about the latter end of December or 
the beginning of January last, I happened to be looking at the 
Peak (as 1 often do) and observed several distinct and very 
copious gushes of steam issuing from the summit. In similar 
weather I bad often seen a similar phenomenon, but never to 
anything like the same extent. I watched these steam gushes 
several times that day, and very remarkable they were. On 
going down to Fort the following day, I found they had been 
seen by several people there, who declared that the peak was 
pouring forth volumes of smoke and flames. The so-called 
smoke was simply the steam gusheB I have mentioned, and what 
were mistaken for flames I am convinced were nothing but the 
same steam gushes illumined by the rays of the setting sun. All 
agreed that after dark nothing was to be seen there, which cer¬ 
tainly would not have been the case had there been fire or flames. 
As for the lava stream, that was a pure fiction of an excited 
brain. I have looked carefully at the Peak through my tele¬ 
scope, and see nothing but the old, black lava streams that I 
have known for the laBt fifty yean, and I have spoken with one 
of the guides who has been lately with a party to the summit, 
and he declares he saw no trace of any eruption, or of anything 
different from what he has always seen there.” 

Then follow some other topics to the end of the letter proper; 
but to that there is appended the following P.S., which may be 
interesting to intending travellers this summer :— 

" Last night (May 27), about an hour and a quarter after mid* 
night, we hid a smart shock of an earthquake which woke me out 
of a sound sleep and rather frightened us all. However, no damage 
was done, but here people say that eruptions of the volcano are 
always preceded by earthquakes; so who knows but that our 
eccentric friend’s virion of the three bonfires and the lava stream 
may come to be verified after all. If the Peak has any intention 
of erupting again, / should be personally obliged to it if it would 
do so while I am still in the body. It would be a grand sight 
from our Sitio.” - 

To any of the previously mentioned intending visitors to the 
island I would beg to recommend that they carry Dr. Marcet'n 
recent neat little book on " Southern and Swiss Health Resorts.” 
His descriptions of Teneriffe, and especially of Guajara on the 
great crater, and Alfa Vista on the high peak, are graphic, and 
true though terse, Indeed the only point of difference I have 
with him is his reason for there not being forthwith erected a 
grand hotel on the elevated Canadas, high above the summer 
cloud level, in the driest air, strongest sunshine, and most cura¬ 
tive conditions for the moist kinds of consumptive disease, which 
the whole of this planet wor’! has to offer. The reason he 
gives is, that there is nothing 10 interest the invalids, or ordinary 
lady and gentleman travellers up there. 

Yet there have long been mineralogy, geology, a peculiar, 
though scanty, botany, meteorology of a most commanding 
type, and astronomy under special advantages, inviting all lhe 
readers of NATURE to go there and participate in the mental 
feast; while now the probabilities each morning of witnessing 
from a distance a little real eruption, will add an exciting topic 
to the breakfast conversation and the noonday ramble. 

C. Fiazzi Smyth, 
Astronomer-Royal for Scotland 
15, Royal Terrace, Edinburgh, June 19 

"Devil on Two Sticks” 

Why a game at once so graceful and attractive should have 
received such a christening I do not know, and I am equally at 
a loss to imagine how an outdoor sport like this. req**iW skill 
and promoting a healthful exercise of the muscles, should have 
passed out of sight and become almost forgotten. Like Clerk 
Maxwell, I have played the game many a time some twenty 
years since, and hasten without further preliminary to described, 
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Imagine two ernes joined together at their small ends like an 
hourglass, and that a solid of such a shape and size is turned 
out of walnut or cherry or boxwood or of ebony or ivory : this 
is the devil. Now take the lost half-yard from the taper ends 
of two billiard-sticks, and let them be connected from these ends 
by a limp silken cord or string half a yard long * these are the 
Micks. 

To play the game hold the thick ends of the sticks one in 
each hand, bring the cord under the narrow neck of the solid 
and try to elevate it In the air: it drops directly on the grass. If 
a brisk rotary motion is given to it however, it will not only 
remain on 1 he’ cord, but several dexterous manoeuvres may be 
accomplished with it: the variety of which and the skill displayed 
in performing them constitute the game. To produce the revo¬ 
lutions the sticks are moved rapidly ud and down alternately, 
and when the spinning is once established, “ Diabolas ” may be 
allowed to run up and down the stick, or he may be projected 
high up in the air, and, still spinning all the while, be caught on 
the cud again and again in rapid succession. Two may be 
engaged in the same game. It was fashionable many years since 
in these parts, and I recollect seeing a picture in a Tunbridge- 
ware shop in this place of the lords and ladies engaged in playing 
this game on the Pantiles at Tunbndgc Wells more than half a 
century ago. John Gorham 

Bordyke Lodge, Tunbridge, June 4 

[This is a nearly complete answer to our correspondent's 
query. The behaviour of the “devil” is an excellent example 
of that property of the axis of greatest or least moment of inertia 
of a body which is utilised in a well*thrown quoit or an elongated 
rifle-bullet. The mode of producing the rotation is easy to learn 
by trial, hut not very easy to describe. The sticks are kept 
moving so that one end of the cord is always at a greater tension 
than the other.—bin,] 


Channel Ballooning 

As I have shown in my pamphbt, 11 Les Grands Ascensions 
Maritimes,” the British Charnel is the proper field for trying 
maritime ascents and determining which are the best means for 
rendering balloons serviceable on sea as well as on land. I have 
had several conversations with Lhoste, my aeronautical pupil, 
ou the circumstances of hi* audacious trip, 3 will confine 
myself to the scientific teaching of this expedition. 

The cone anchor was lowered by Lhoste when he saw that the 
Nffimi was running after the balloon, and diminished so much 
the velocity of the run that it was possible to catch him with a 
rowing boat. But although the wind was rather mild, the 
balloon inclined so much that the car was plunged into the 
water, and the waves drenched the occupant. It is evident 
that in st >rmy weather the lowering of the cone anchor would 
lead to the destruction of the balloon by pressure of the wind. 
To avoid this it is necessary to reserve the cone anchor for 
ordinary wind*, and to u e in other circumstances guide-ropes 
with wooden nuL parsed through them in order to increase fric¬ 
tion as much as po sible. 

The balloon went to the great altitude pf 15,000 feet through 
the activity of the sun, which can be resisted very easily by takiug 
some litres of water out of the sea, when nearing it, with a 
very simple apparatus that Lhoste has invented. 

Any balloon attempting to cross the Channel should be bound 
to take on board half a dozen carrier pigeons to indicate the 
place where it has anchored, or has been rescued or landed, so 
that help could !>e sent to it without any delay. With such easy 
precautions, and the throwing out of a sufficient number of pilot 
balloons, the experiments can be conducted on scientific prin¬ 
ciples, and exert the most useful influence on the study of aerial 
currents on these seas, where several such currents combine, and 
where the constitution of the air is so peculiar that mirages of 
every description have been frequently seen even at the present 
seaam. 

Lhoste, on the morning of June 9, saw at an altitude of uoo 
feet a regular halo, which surrounded the sun- The fog was so 
heavy duct he could not see the sea, except when ft was almost 
ready to send him to a watery grave. The steam whistling from 
vessels in different seaports, reached him at every altitude j 
toft he did not know what was the cause of the extraordinary 
noise, 

. If it had not been for the fog, Lhoste would have succeeded 
m a scientific sport which will became fashionable, and ulti¬ 


mately lead astronomy to try the air, and to trust to the winds in 
spite of Shakespeare. 

Lhoste's audacity seems to have given rise to a competition in 
the Mediterranean from Marseilles, but I believe that the Medi¬ 
terranean must only be tried when the British Channel has been 
traversed without difficulty in every direction, and that this psrt 
of the ocean will play an important part in the development of 
aerial navigation in the second century of its existence. 

Boulogne, June 17 W. de Fonviklle 


Geology of CepbalonU 

Can any of your readers kindly inform me whether geological 
investigations were ever made in the island of Ccphalonia, one 
of the Ionian Islands that were under British protection up to 
the year 1863? 

The following are the names of the fossils that I have been 
able to determine out of those that were given to me and brought 
fast year from Climatzias, Thermanti, and Leacas, localities in 
the neighbourhood of Mount Cephalos, in the island of 
Cephalonia:— 

AHtra fusifermis, Brocc. Cerithium - 

M. Bronni, Mich. Turritella turris, Bast. 

M, Michelotii, Hornes. Turritella - 

Bucctnum cost u latum, Brocc. Turritella subangulata, Brocc. 
B. prismaticum , Brocc. Vermetus in tortus , Lam. 

Chenopus pes pelecani , Phil. Natica millepunctata , Lam. 

7 riton 7 'arbellianum, Grat. Natica - 

7 \ corrugatum , Laui. Dent a Hum - 

Mu rex spin ices ta, Bronn, Venus multilamella, Lam, 

Murex — — V. plicata , Gmel. 

Mur ex - Chama gryphoidts , Linn. 

Fusus mitneformis, Brocc. Cardita Jouanneti , Bast. 

F. wrgineus , Grat. Fectunculuspilosus, Linn. 

F. longirostris, Brocc. Limopsis calabra , Seguenza. 

Turbinella subreticulata , d'Orb. 

Buctiresti (Koumania), June 2 J. P. Licherdofol 


Lightning Phenomenon 

While watching the incessant play of vivid lightning during 
the progress of a thunderstorm w*hich was ragi lg close by in the 
country towards Novara, Arona being just on the northern limit, 
ray wife observed the following curious spectacle, the account of 
which she wrote down immediately afterwards :—At 9.35 p.m. 
on Sunday, June 3, a meteor-like object was seen to pass ap¬ 
parently from south to north (window facing due east), coming 
from the side ot the storm and disappearing behind a mass of 
cloud which capped the high hill of Monte Val Grande above 
Lago Varese. It was oblately spheroid in form and apparently 
about the size of a fire-balloon, and with the velocity of a rocket 
was travelling slowly, for it left no visible track. It was of a 
bright, clear, whitish yellow, with a bright, pale green colour 
showing on the northern side when it passed behind the dark 
cloud. It wa about three times as high above the horizon as 
the low hills Opposite Arona, and traversed an angle of 45 0 
horizontally from the point where first seen to its disappearance. 
The next day (June 4) when visiting friends at the Villa Fraozo- 
sine, near Tutra, we ascertained that this meteor-like body had 
also been teen by two or three persons who were sitting on a 
terrace watching the brilliant lightning to the south ; they ob¬ 
served it moving also from south to north, disappearing behind 
the mountains to the northward. W. H. Godwin Austen 


Waterspout 

On April 28 la<t the Cunard steamship Senna, in making her 
outward wage to Nei* York, fell in with several s nail water¬ 
spouts. Being on deck at the time I made a rough sketch and 
some notes of the occurrence, which l now venture to send you, 
having learned that many officers of these steamers have sailed 
the North Atlantic for years without having witnessed any simi¬ 
lar phenomenon there. The ship's position may be easily deduced 
frotn the fact that ‘her latitude was 4a* 24' and longitude 5!* 3' 
at noon on the 27th, while the-e were 41* 42' and 59" 53' respec¬ 
tively at noon on the nfitb, at 8.30 a.m. of whicn day we met 
the watetvpouts. There was hardly any wind at the time, and 
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the >ky, which had been generally overcast, was rapidly breaking 
up Into masses of cumulus clouds separated by wide spaces of 
blue. About a down waterspouts were seen in all, the ship 
passing right through one of them and thus enabling me to 
estimate its diameter by d^ect comparison with the known beam 
of the Servia. 

The swirls of spray rose from the sea in a cup-like shape, and 
revolving rapidly in a direction opposite to that of the hands of 
a watch. It was only after such a swirl had become well defined 
that the lower surface of the cumulus cloud above it began to 
descend as if to meet it, spinning at the same time. Indeed, so 
inconspicuous was this feature of the phenomenon that many of 
the passengers, intent on watching the spray-cups sparkling 
brightly in the sunshine, failed to notice it at all. In no case 
did the cloud swirl nearly meet the sea swirl, nor did the double- 
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funneled stem of whirling mist, so generally shown in books, 
appear. Some spray fell heavily un deck from the swirl through 
which the Servia passed, but the wind, which struck us at one 
moment on this, at the other on that, bide of the face was not 
brisk enough to carry off any one’s hat. The sight was remark¬ 
ably beautiful whether closely or distantly viewed. In the one 
case the spray-cup seemed made of rustling jewels which 
sparkled in the bright sunshine; in the other, the sea horizon 
appeared as if here and there set with baling and steaming 
caldrons, whose rope-like handles hung from the dark under¬ 
sides of white billowy cloud4. D. PiuGEON 

Hartford, Mass., U.S.A., May 22 


Meteors of June 3 

The large meteor seen by Mr. Hall and others (Nature, 
vol. xxviii, pp. 126, i$0) was also observed here by Mr. Paul 
Mathews and myself. We estimated the length of its path 
while visible as 120 s with the middle part due east, the direction 
of itB motion as parallel to the horizon, elevation as 2o p , and 
length of tail as 25° ; its apjtarent brilliance I put at six times, 
Mr. Mathews at twice, the greatest brilliance of Venus, and the 
pieces Into which it broke up (a 1 tout six in number) os equal to 
the brightest plnnets. The time I should have put at 10.50, but 
did not note it (Mr. Mathews 10.40 to 10.45). The colour was 
golden. This was moreover in a very clear and brilliant sky, 
aa about 10 we had observed that the light in the east was so 
intense that it cast quite a dark shadow as we passed through a 
somewhat shady part of the road. 

W. W. Taylor 


Ik the correspondence on the large meteor seen on June 3 I 
have not seen any notice of another curi jus meteor seen later on 
the same night. A flash of light i 1 the sky drew attention to it, 
and when first seen it was moving in nearly a straight line from 
102 Herculis to a Aquil*. In five seconds it travelled slightly 
more than half the distance to the latter star, and then disap¬ 
peared without any outburst. It was about a lunar diameter in 
and between 3* and 4' wide at the widest part, a point 
distant one-third of its entire length from the heoa. In feet it 
was not at all unlike a comet yvith a bushy tail tapering off to a 
point. The colour wa3 a pale ye-low. p; jr, d. 

London, W. 


Intelligence in Animal* 

Some years since, when calling on the late Hon. Marmadnke 
Maxwell of Terregles, our conversation happened to turn on the 
subject of intelligence and instinct of animals. Mr. Maxwell 
said if 1 would walk down to the stables with him he would 
show me a curious instance. On reaching the stable he pointed 
out an empty stall in which five well grown young rats were 
running about—-a board had been fixed at the end of the stall 
to prevent the rats getting out. Some time before the cat had « 
litter of five kittens, three were taken from her and drowned ; 
the following morning it was found she bad brought in three 

^ ^1-, which she suckled with the two kittens that had 
eft; a few days afterwards the true kittens were destroyed, 
and the next morning it was found the cat had brought in tim 
more young rats. While we were looking at this strange foster 
family the cat came into the stable, jumped over the board and 
lay down, when the rats at once ran under her and commenced 
sucking. What makes the matter the more singular is, the coach* 
man told me the cat was a particularly good ratter, and was. 
kept in the stable for the purpose of keeping down rats. 

Cargen, Dumfries P. Dudgeon 


AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY * 

U NDER the able management of Major J. W. Powell 
the Bureau of Ethnology, recently attached to the 
Smithsonian Institution, has already done much useful 
work in the wide field of American anthropology. This 
first annual report, however, of its proceedings for the 
year ending July, 1880, appears to be somewhat behind 
time for, although bearing on the title-page the date of 
1881, it was not issued to the public till the beginning of 
the present year. But the delay is doubtless due to the 
large amount of preliminary work required to be got 
through in organising the department, and future reports 
may be expected to appear more punctually. The title, 
“ Annual Report,” is itself somewhat misleading, the 
actual report of the director really occupying no more 
than thirty-three introductory pages, and consisting 
mainly of a digest of the rich materials filling a large 
quarto volume of over 600 pages. Hence this is, 
strictly speaking, a first volume of the Proceedings or 
Transactions of the Bureau, and as such gives fair 
promise of a long and useful career in an anthropo¬ 
logical domain which may be regarded as practically 
unlimited. 

From the director's introductory remarks we gather 
that, after the fusion in 1879 of the various geological 
and geographical surveys in the general “ United States 
Geological Survey” the Bureau of Ethnology was created 
and attached to the Smithsonian Institution for the 
purpose of continuing the anthropological work which 
had hitherto been prosecuted in a somewhat desultory 
way by those Surveys. The management of this newly- 
organised department was intrusted to Major Powell, 
who, as former Director of the Survey of the Rocky 
Mountain Region, had already shown special aptitude 
for ethnological investigation. The direct object of the 
Bureau, we are told, is to systematise anthropological 
research in America, and this it is proposed to effect both 
by the prosecution of research through the direct employ¬ 
ment of students and specialists, and by the general 
encouragement and guidance of original observers co¬ 
operating throughout the continent. “It has been the 
effort of the Bureau to prosecute work in the various 
branches of North American anthropology on a syste 
matic plan, so that every important field should be Culti¬ 
vated, limited only by the amount appropriated by 
Congress ” (xiv.). 

How closely this wide programme has been so few 
adhered to is evident from the varied contents of this 

. * w Wnt Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, Smithsanfea Jortittt- 
r?fming 7 §m« Paw *^ !>«»««’• (vKrtKgfcm Oovenuuem. 
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sumptuous volume, which comprises sundry contributions 
trtrthe director on the u Mythology of the North Ame- 
nota Indians/ on the " Evolution of Language,” on 
*Wyandot Government,” and on “Limitations to the 
Use of some Anthropological Data"; a valuable and 
profusely illustrated treatise on the “ Mortuary Customs 
m the North American Indians.” by H. C. Yarrow ; a 
preliminary attempt to decipher “Central American Pic¬ 
ture Writing,” by E. S. Holden ; a paper by C. C. Royce 
on “ Cessions of Land by Indian Tribes to the United 
States;" Col. Garrick Mallory's important treatise on 
“Sign Language among North American Indians,” which 
has already appeared as a “ Separat-Abdruck ” ; a “ Cata¬ 
logue of Linguistic MSS. in the Library of the Bureau of 
Ethnology,” by J. C. Pilling ; lastly, u Illustrations of the 
Method of Recording Indian Languages from the MSS. 
•of Major J. O, Dorsey, A. S. Gatschet, and S. R. Riggs.” 
Should the department continue to be administered on 
these broad lines and in this enlightened spirit, a school 
of anthropology must soon be developed in America, 
with which, without liberal State subvention, our Euro¬ 
pean societies will find it difficult to keep pace. But with 
our petty rivalries, our heavy public burdens and con¬ 
stantly increasing armaments, the prospect of such 
State subvention seems at present at least somewhat 
remote. 

The papers contributed by the director to this volume 
touch briefly on several important topics of a general 
-character, and often express views regarding the origin 
and evolution of speech, mythologies, religious and trioal 
institutions, which will scarcely go unchallenged in some 
quarters. That these psychological phenomena have 
hitherto been studied from a somewhat too subjective 
standpoint, and that many metaphysical subtleties have 
•consequently been grafted on the theogonies and early 
philosophies of savage man may readily be admitted. In a 
paper on the mythology of the Indian Aryans recently read 
before the English Folk-Lore Society, Mr. Andrew I.ang 
•dwelt on the necessity of distinguishing between the old 
•and comparatively modern hymns in the Vedas. He 
pointed out that the Vedas themselves do not embody 
the most primitive theories on the origin of man and the 
universe, that they contain ideas at once very old and 
very new, very mythological and very philosophical, and 
ire adduced several' instances of crude and childish savage 
myths overlapping the more profound and advanced con¬ 
cepts of the Aryan Hindus. In the same way Major 
Powell argues that philosophy passes in its upward evo¬ 
lution through two stages—the mvthologic, in which all 
outward phenomena are interpreted by analogy with sub¬ 
jective experience, and the scientific, in which they are 
treated as orderly successions of events. The mythologic 
necessarily precedes the scientific stage, for “without 
mythology there could be no science, as without childhood 
there couJd be no ultimate forms.” It follows that the 
views of primitive men are simple, childish, and inco¬ 
herent, and that it is illogical to credit his theogonies, as 
is often done, with profound and abstruse concepts of the 
universe. Here, as in all other evolution the progress 
h from the simple and homogeneous to the complex and 
heterogeneous; the “ unknown known ” of savage philo¬ 
sophy antedates the “known unknown” of later science. 
In the primitive stage all things are known, that is, sup 
posed to be known; later on some few things are really 
discovered, and these when properly understood throw 
doubt on all the rest* The era of the known unknown is 
thus reached; to crude and offhand explanations succeeds 
the critical period of investigation and discovery; science 
is born ; civilisation begins. This upward growth is illus¬ 
trated by many examples, such as that of the rainbow — 
Which for the Shoshoni (Snake Indian) is a beautiful 
serpent abrading the icy firmament to give us snow and 
laid; which in the Norse myth is the bridge Bifrost 
stretching from earth to heaven; which in the I Had 


becomes the Goddess Iris, Messenger of Olympus; in 
Genesis a witness to the Covenant; in science an analysis 
of white light into its constituent colours. 

North America, it is aptly remarked, presents a mag¬ 
nificent field for the study of savage and barbaric philo¬ 
sophies from this fresh standpoint Formerly attention 
was paid almost exclusively to the more advanced peoples, 
Aryans, Semites, Hamites, Chinese. Now It is felt that 
the complex mythologic, religious, linguistic systems of 
these peoples are the outcome of earlier and simpler 
bases of thought, consequently that the study of bar- 
arous and savage communities can no longer be neg¬ 
lected. But in North America alone we have our 
seventy-five ethnical groups speaking seventy-five stock 
languages and more than five hundred well-marked dia¬ 
lects, each linguistic stock with a philosophy of its own, 
or rather as many philosophic systems as it has distinct 
languages and dialects. 

To account for this astounding diversity of speech, 
Major Powell holds with one or two distinguished European 
philologists that the fundamental languages must have been 
evolved in independent centres,that in fact “mankind was 
widely scattered over the earth anterior to the develop¬ 
ment of articulate speech, and that the languages of 
which we are cognisant sprang from innumerable centres 
as each little tribe developed its own language ” (p. 28). 
He fails to see that this view, in itself to the last degree 
improbable, is wholly unnecessary and even inadequate 
to explain the actual conditions. It is unnecessary because 
the present diversity of speech may be sufficiently ac¬ 
counted for by its vast antiquity and extremely evanescent 
character. Time, acting in combination with the phonetic 
growth and decay inherent in all speech, must inevitably 
effect an indefinite amount of specific change, even sup¬ 
posing that all languages started from a single centre. 
No evolutionist can deny this, for he admits that time 
combined with a tendency to modification in altered en¬ 
vironments, has brought about au indefinite amount of 
Specific and generic change in the biological world. But 
animals and vegetables are certainly more persistent, 
cceterisparibus , than linguistic types. Ergo, The theory is 
moreover inadequate to explain the actual conditions in 
America alone. Here we have doubtless a vast number 
of specifically distinct languages ; but the mechanism of 
all is very much alike ; all are cast, as it were, in the 
same mould ; all belong to the polysynthetic or at least 
'to the agglutinating order. But if speech had in America 
been evolved in many different centres, it may be asked 
how this striking uniformity is to be explained ? Why 
have we not here, as elsewhere, representatives of the 
isolating 1 and inflecting, as well as of the polys)nthetic 
order of speech ? Does not their common structure point 
at a common centre of dispersion, while their specific 
diversity within this common groove is amply explained 
by time and evanescence ? 

But if Major Powell does not always reason conclu¬ 
sively, he is a good observer, and describes in vivid lan¬ 
guage the scenes of savage life of which he has been a 
spectator, as witness the subjoined account of oral narra¬ 
tive in the Indian community 

“On winter nights the Indians gather about the camp¬ 
fire, and then the doings of the gods are recounted m 
many a mythic tale* I nave heard the venerable and im¬ 
passioned orator on the camp-meeting stand rehearse the 
story of the crucifixion, and have seen the thousands 

F athered there weep in contemplation of the story of 
ivine suffering, ana heard their shouts roll down the 
forest aisles as they gave vent to their joy at the contem¬ 
plation of redemption. But the scene was not a whit 

* The Oth omi of the Anahuac tableland has been cited a* an instance of 
an isolating language la America. But M. de Cbarancey rightly regard* 
Othomi rather M ‘ r tme league primitivement incorporante fpolysynthetlc], 
qui. nrvenne au dernier degrd cTuture et de ddlxbremcnt. ft flni par prendre 
Jet allure* d’un dUhieta & juxtaposition (isolation] (" Melanges de Phuo- 
togie," &o., p. So. Paris, i«3), 
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mote dramatic than another I have witnessed in an ever¬ 
green forest of the Rocky Mountain region, where a tribe 
was gathered under the great pines, and the temple of 
light from the blazing fy*e was walled by the darkness of 
midnight, and in the midst of the temple stood the wise 
old man, telling in simple, savage language the story of 
Ta*wttts> when he conquered the sun and established the 
seasons and the days. In that pre-Columbian time, 
before the advent of white men, all the Indian tribes of 
North America gathered on winter nights by the shores 
of the seas, where the tides beat in solemn rhythm, by the 
shores of the great lakes, where the waves dashed against 
frozen beaches, and by the banks of the rivers flowing ever 
in solemn mystery—each in its own temple of illumined 
space—and listened to the story of its own supreme gods, 
the ancients of time ” (p. 40). 

A detailed notice of the other more important papers 
in this volume must be reserved for a future occasion. 

A. H. Keane 


THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION 
are gratified to see the very thorough way in 
which the management of the Fisheries Exhibi¬ 
tion are endeavouring to carry out their plans. It is 
evident that the scientific aspects of the wide and 
important subject will have a fair amount of atten¬ 
tion ; and we arc glad to think that in this direc¬ 
tion advice has been sought in the right quarter. 
In the Exhibition itself those interested in the science 
of the 'subject will find much to attract them. Last 
week (p. 156 we gave a list of subjects which have 
been settled for conferences, and among those who have 
consented to read papers, we find such names as Professor 
Huxley on Fish Diseases, Professor Ray Lankester on the 
Scientific Results of the Exhibition, Professor Brown 
Goode on the Fisheries of the United States, Professor 
Hubrecht on Oyster Culture and Fisheries, Sir Henry 
Thompson on Fish as Food, Dr. F. Day on the Food of 
Fishes, Mr. R. H. Scott on Storm Warnings. Further, 
we are glad to see that a series of handbooks has been 
arranged for on subjects cognate to the Exhibition. 
Among them are a few by men of scientific standing, and 
likely to be of real scientific importance ; we hope it may 
not yet be too late to secure the preparation of a few 
more handbooks or reports of a similar character. Among 
the handbooks arranged for, six will be published this 
month, and the remainder in July. Those of special 
interest to science arc, u The Life History of Fishes,” by 
Prof. H. N. Moseley; u Fish Culture ” and “ Indian 
Fish and Fishing,” by Dr. Francis Day ; “ Food Fishes,” 
by Mr. G. B. Howes ; w Marine and Freshwater Fishes of 
the British Isles,” by Mr. Saville Kent; “ Curious Sea 
Creatures,” by Mr. Henry Lee. 

The conferences were introduced on Monday by an 
interesting lecture by Prof, Huxley, a report of which we 
give below, and this was followed on Tuesday by a care¬ 
fully prepared paper by the Duke of Edinburgh, on 
British Fisheries and Fishermen, read by the Prince of 
Wales. The real interest which the leading members 
of the Royal family take in the Exhibition has no doubt 
done much to contribute to its success. It was to be ex¬ 
pected that the German Ambassador would show his 
appreciation of the importance of science to an industry 
of such magnitude as that of fishing, and he aptly pointed 
out how important was the didactic and scientific work at 
last commenced. 

With the general concurrence of opinion in high quarters 
as to the value of the scientific aspects of the Exhibition, 
and of the great services which science may render in 
bringing about the practical obje ts which are aimed at, 
we of course heartily concur. It is admitted on all hands 
that the haphazard way in which our fisheries have 
hitherto been carried on has led to the worst results, the 


extinction almost of some important fishes and mollusks, 
the bad condition of others, and the dearness of what 
might be the cheapest and most plentiful of foods. In 
recent years science has done something to rem©4y this 
state or things, and it will be well for our fisheries, and 
therefore for the welfare of a large portion of our popu¬ 
lation, if the Fisheries Exhibition leads to still more being 
done in this direction. So far the Exhibition has been an 
immense success ; half a million of people have already 
visited it, and thus the educational results are likely to 
be widespread. 

Prof. Huxley, in opening the proceedings, said:— 

It is doubtful whether any branch of industry can lay claim 
to greater antiquity than that of fishery. The origin would seem 
to l>e coeval with the earliest efforts of human ingenuity; for 
the oldest monuments of antiquity show us the fisherman in full 
possession of the implements of his calling; and even those 
tribes of savages who have reached neither the pastoral nor the 
agricultural stages of civilisation are skilled in the fabrication 
and in the use of the hook, the fish-spear, and the net. Nor is 
it easy to exaggerate the influence which the industry thus early 
practised and brought to a considerable degree of perfection has 
directly and indirectly exerted upon the destinies of mankind, 
and especially upon those of the nations of Europe. In our 
quarter of the globe, at any rate, fishery has been the foster- 
mother of navigation and commerce, the disseminator of the 
germs of civilisation. Having glanced at the development of 
the industries connected with fishing, more especially by the 
Phoenicians, he continued :—These few remarks must suffice to 
indicate the wide field of interesting research which fisheries 
offer to the philosophical historian, and 1 pass on to speak of the 
fisheries from the point of view of our present practical interests. 
The supply of food is, in the long run, the chief of these inte¬ 
rests. Every nation has its anxiety on this score, but the ques¬ 
tion presses most heavily on those who, like ourselves, are 
constantly and rapidly adding to the population of a limited 
area, and who require more food than that area can possibly 
supply. Under these circumstances, it is satisfactory to reflect 
that the sea which shuts us in at the same time opens up to us 
supplies of food of almost unlimited extent. In reference to 
the relation which the fisheries bore to the total supply of food 
of those who had easy access to the sea, he quoted the following 
paragraph from the Report of the Fisheries Commissioners, 

1866 :— M The produce of the sen around our coasts bears a for 
higher proportion to that of the land than is generally imagined. 
The most frequented fishing-grounds are much more prolific 
of food than the same extent of the richest land. Once in a 
year an acre of good land, carefully titled, produces a ton of 
com or two or three hundredweight of meat or cheese. The 
same area at the bottom of the sea in the best fishing-grounds 
yields a greater weight of food to the persevering fisherman 
every week in th< year. Five vessels belonging to the 
source in a single night's fishing brought in seventeen tons' 
weight of fish, an amount of wholesome food equal in weight to 
that of fifty cattle or 300 sheep. The ground which these vessels 
covered during the night's fishing could not have exceeded an 
area of fifty acres,” My colleagues and 1 made this statement a 
good many years ago. I have recently tried to discover what yield 
may be expected, not from the best natural fishing-grounds, 
but from piscicultural operations. At Comacchio, dose to the 
embouchure of the Po m the Adriatic, there is a great shallow 
lagoon which covers some 70,000 acres, and in which pisciculture 
has been practised in a very ingenious manner for many oenturies* 
The fish cultivated are eels, gray mullet, atherines, and soles ; 
and, according to the figures given by M. Coste, the average 
yield for the sixteen years from 1798 to 1813 amounted to 5 cwt. 
per acre—that is to say, double the weight of cheese or meat which 
could have been obtained from the same area of good pasture 
in the same time. Thus the seas around us are not only im¬ 
portant sources of food, but they may be made still more 
important by the artificial development of their resources. 
But this Exhibition has brought another possibility within the 
range of practically interesiing questions* A short time ago a 
visitor to the market m ght have >een fresh trout from New 
Zealand lying side by side with fresh salmon from Scandinavia 
ana from the lakes and rivers of North America, Steam and 
refrigerating apparatus combined have made it possible for 
us to draw upon the whole world for our Supplies of fresh fish. 
In my boyhood M Newcastle ” was the furthest source of the 
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salmon cried about the streets of London, and that was generally 
piaklcd, My son, or at any rate my grandson, whenever he 
goes So buy fish, may be offered his choice between a fresh 
salmon from Ontario and another from Tasmania. The fishing 
industry being thus important and thus ancient, it is singular 
that it can hardly be said to have kept pace with the rapid im¬ 
provement of almost every other branch of industrial occupation 
in modem times, If we contrast the progress of fishery with 
that of agriculture, for example, the comparison is not favourable 
to fishery. Within the last quarter of a century, or somewhat 
more, agriculture has been completely revolutionised, partly by 
scientific investigations into the conditions under which domestic 
animals and cultivated plants thrive, and parrly by the applica¬ 
tion of mechanical contrivances and of steam as a motive power 
to agricultural processes. The same causes have produced such 
changes as have taken place in fishery, but progress has been 
much slower. It is now somewhat more than twenty years since 
I was first called upon to interest myself especially in the sea 
fisheries. And my astonishment was great when I discovered 
that the practical fiiherman, as a rule, knew nothing whatever 
about fish, except the way to catch them. In answer to questions 
relating to the habits, the food, and the mode of propagation of 
fish —points, be it observed, of fundamental importance in any 
attempt to regulate fishing rationally—I usually met with vague 
and often absurd guesses in the place of positive knowledge. 
The Royal Commission, of which I was a member in 1864 and 
1865, was issued chiefly on account of the allegation by the line 
fishermen that the trawlers destroy the spawn of the white fish— 
ccd, haddock, whiting, and the like. But, in point of fact, the 
spawn which was produced in support of this allegation con¬ 
sisted of all sorts of soft marine organisms except fish. A ltd if 
the men of practice had then known what the men of science 
have since discovered, that the eggs of cod, haddock, and plaice 
float at the top of the sea, they would have spared themselves and 
their fellow-fishermen, the trawlers, a great deal of unnecessary 
trouble and irritation. Thanks to the labours of Sars in the 
Scandinavian ^eas, of the German Fishery Commission in the 
Baltic and North Seas, and of the United States Fishery Commis¬ 
sion in American waters, we now possess a great deal of accurate 
information about several of the most important of the food fishes, 
and the foundations of a scientific knowledge of the fisheries have 
been laid. But we are still very far behind scientific agriculture, 
and, as to the application of machinery and of steam to fishery 
operations, in this country at any rate, a commencement has been 
made, but hardly more. The relative backwardne s of the fish¬ 
ing industry made a great impression onmv colleagues and myself 
in the course of the inquiries of the Royal Commission to which 
I have referred ; and I beg permission to quote some remarks on 
this subject which ore to be found in our Report issued in 1866: — 
"When we consider the amount of care which has been bestowed 
on the improvement of agriculture, the national societies which 
are established for promoting it, and the scientific knowledge 
and engineering skill which have been enlisted in its aid, it 
seems strange that the sea fisheries have hitherto attracted 
so Kttle of the public attention. There are few means of enter¬ 
prise that present better chances of profit than our sea 
fisheries, and no object of greater utility could be named than 
the development of enterprise, skill, and mechanical ingenuity 
which might be elicited by the periodied exhibitions aud pub¬ 
lications of an influential society specially devoted to the 
British fisheries/' Taking this Exhibition, the third of its kind, 
as evidence that the public attention to fisheries for which 
they hoped had been attained, he remarked that the conference 
opened that day formed an entirely new feature of such exhibi¬ 
tions and expressed a hope that there was in them a germ of 
that which* by due process of evolution, might become a great 
society, having for its object the welfare and the development of 
the fisheries oithe-e islands. He presently turned to the question 
whether fisheries ore exhaustible; and, if so, whether anything 
con be done to prevent their exhaustion. He did not think it 
possible to give a categorical answer. There were fisheries and 
fisheries; but he hod no doubt that there were some fisheries 
which were exhaustible. Instancing the salmon rivers, he said 
it was quite clear that those who would protect the fish must 
address themselves to man, who was reachable by force of law; 
*nd that ft not only might be possible, but it was actually practi¬ 
cable, to so regulate the action of man with regard to a salmon 
river that no such process of extirpation should take place, But 
ff we turned to the great sea fisheries, such as cod and herring 
firiterihs.nhe case was entirely altered. Those who have watched 


the e fisheries off the Lofoden Iries on the coari of Norway, say 
that the coming in of the cod in January and February is one of 
the most wonderful sights in the world ; that the cod form what 
is called a " cod mountain/ 1 which may occupy a vertical height 
of from 30 to 30 fathoms—that is to say, 130 to 130 feet, in the 
sea ; and that the e shoals of enormous extent keep on coming in 
in great numbers from the westward and southward for a period 
of something like two months, The num!>er of these fish is so 
prodigious tnat Prof. Sars, the most admirable authority, from 
whom I quote these details tells us that when the fishermen let 
down their loaded lines, they feel the weight knocking against 
the bodies of the codfish for a long time before it gets to the 
bottom. I have made a computation, with the details of which I 
will not trouble you, which leads to this result, that if you allow 
the fish each of them four feet in length, and let them iw a yard 
apart, there will be in a square mile of such shoals something 
like 120 million fish. I believe I am greatly unders'ating the 
actual number, for I believe the fish lie much closer ; but I would 
beg your attention to the bearing of this underestimate, became 
I do not know that the Lofoden fishery has ever yielded more 
than 30 million fish in a good reason; and so far as I am aware 
the whole of the Norwegian fisheries, great as they are, do not 
yield more than 70 millions. So you will observe that one cf 
these multitudinous shoals would be sufficient to rupply all the 
fisheries of Norway completely, and to leave a large balance 
behind. And that is not all. These facts al out the cod apply 
abo to the herring ; for not only Prof. Sars, but all obsei vers who 
are familiar with the life of the cod when it has attained a con¬ 
siderable size, tell us that the main food of the cod is the 
herring, so that these 120 million of cod in the square mile have 
to be led with herring, and it is easy to see, if you allow them 
only one herring a day, that the quantity of herring which they 
will want in the course of a week will be something like 840 
million. Now I Relieve the whole Norwegian herring fishery 
has never reached the figure of 400 million fish—that is tor say, 
one half the fish which this great shoal of codfi-h eats in a 
week would supply the whole of the Norwegian fisheries. On 
these and other grounds it seemed to him that this class of 
fisheries—cod, herring, pilchard, mackerel, &c.—might be re¬ 
garded as inexhaustible. But he should not venture to say this 
of the whole of the sea fisheries—of the oyster fisheries, for 
example. Here, again, the operations of man become exceed¬ 
ingly important. Regarding the regulation as to close time for 
oysters as alone absolutely futile for the purpose of protection, he 
urged that the more logical provisions of government .supervision 
in Denmark, France, and elsewhere, were impracticable of appli¬ 
cation beyond the three-mile limit of this country. It was under 
this conviction that the Commission to which he referred 
recommended the abolition of all restrictive measures. In con- 
durion, he pointed out how heavily this question bore on the 
social condition of the fisherman. Every act of legislation with 
regard to the fisherman created a new offence. If the common 
welfare anti the common interest, said Prof. Huxley, can be 
clearly shown to render such regulations desirable or necesary, 
then of course fishermen must put up w ith this as they put up 
with anything else—as we all put up with such restriction*. But 
supposing that no good cose is made out, supposing that regu¬ 
lations of this kind are made on insufficient inquire and based on 
insufficient understanding of the circumstances of the case, then 
I am free to confess that I think those who make such laws 
deserve very much severer penalties than those who break 
them. 


THE SCIENTIFIC WORK OF THE « VEGA*' 


n"*HE volume we have before us—the first of a series— 
**■ contains the results of the scientific observations 
made during the cruise of the Vega, and to say this is 
obviously to indicate that it contains a rich supply of most 
valuable information as to that part of the Arctic Ocean 
which extends along the coasts of Siberia, which appears in 
the shape of a series of elaborate papers on different depart¬ 
ments of natural history of the Arctic region?. Several parts 
of this volume are already known. Such are the “ Reports 
to Dr. Oscar Dickson * written by Baron Nordenskjdld 
during the expedition, and read throughout the civilised 


1 ** *7jw- &xp#dituwtt4* V«U&»kaplt« Ukitaeriter, Worfieude *r dclta- 
WJ® 1 utguo* of A. E. Ntvden lgti*d/ f Vtl. I. 
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world m soon as they reached Europe; or his paper on 
(he possibility of navigation in the Siberian Arctic Sea; 
Of, again, his paper on jurors (recently summarised in 
the pages of Nature). The well-known “Reports” 
appear as they were written on board the Vega % but with 
a map “of the northern coast of the old continent, from 
Norway to Bering Strait," and with several maps of 
separate islands and bays* The other papers are quite 
new, and we find in this volume a medical report, by E. 
Almquist, on the health of the crew; a paper by A. Lind- 
hagen, on the determinations of latitudes and longitudes, 
which will put an end to the discussions as to the accu¬ 
racy of the changes made in the map of the northern 
coast of Siberia by the astronomers of the Vega; a paper 
by H. H. Hildebrandson (in French), on the meteorologi¬ 
cal work of the expedition, being a comparison of the 
climate of Pitlekaj (the Vega’s wintering station) with 
the climate of other Arctic stations ; several papers on 
the Chukches; an elaborate paper by A. Stuxberg, on the 
invertebrate fauna of the Siberian Arctic Sea ; and a 
series of papers by F. R. Kjellman, A. N, Lundstrcim, and 
E. Almquist, on the vegetation of the region visited. 

It is known that the expedition of the Vega was—as is, 
however, always the case with so experienced a traveller 
as Nordenskjbld, and as it was with Parry—one of the 
most successful Arctic expeditions with regard to the 
health of the crew. No death was to be regretted, and 
all the thirty men of the crew reached Naples in the best 
condition. It is true that at Pitlekai the sun did not dis¬ 
appear for months under the horizon, and that the crew 
were not worn out by long sledge journeys. But still the 
climatic conditions were not at all favourable, on account 
of the variability of the weather and strong winds which 
blew with a twenty miles* speed even during frosts —30° 
strong. The precautions taken for maintaining a tempera¬ 
ture as ctjual as possible in the cabins and for elimi¬ 
nating moisture, as well as for much exercise in the fresh 
air and the maintenance of cheerfulness among the crew, 
are not to be underrated. A daily distribution of lime- 
juice and of jam surely had also their importance as pre¬ 
servatives against scurvy, and this the more as the crew 
of the Vega had no opportunities of having supplies of 
fresh meat during the winter. The daily baking of fresh 
bread was a very good innovation ; as to the preserved 
meat,the crew very soon had enough of it, and even salted 
meat was preferred to corned beef; only the finer and 
more expensive preserved soups and steaks were appre¬ 
ciated throughout the cruise. 

The Chukches were of course the subject of anthropo- 
logtcaJ and ethnographical studies, as far as possible. 
Mr. Nordquist publishes a most valuable Chukch dic¬ 
tionary, and Mr. Almquist communicates interesting ob- 
servations on colour-blindness among the Chukches, two 
hundred men and a hundred women having been sub¬ 
mitted to experiments in accordance with Prof. Holm¬ 
gren's hints as to this kind of research with people whose 
language is unknown (“ Om fargblindheten,” &c., Upsala, 
l Z 7 V\ * he supposition of Helmholtz and Young as to 
the blindness of the lower races with regard to violet rays 
has not been confirmed as far as the Chukches are con¬ 
cerned ; they certainly distinguish it, but they merely call it 

* S tr ? e ^ il i h r egard t0 P aie Sreen and 
bright blue ; they confound both, but the organs for green 

are not missing with them. Like other lower races, they 
use much red colour for their skins, yellow being com- 
poranvelv rarely used for ornaments. It results alfo from 
M. Kjeilman’s paper on the culinary plants of the 
Chukches, that, contrary to Wrangel’s assertion, they do 
aot despise vegetable food. Their provisions of p L»ts 
large P r ? v i»ion» of meat and 

**£ ' etture i0 ma ch distinguishes them from all 
<rther mhabitams of the Arctic regions that one is inclined 
to admit that the time is not far removed from that when 
they cultivated some better situated plots of soil on the 
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coast of the Arctic Ocean, or were compelled to leave lower 
latitudes which had a happier climate than that of the north¬ 
eastern extremity of Siberia. Their provisions in vegetables 
are a very strange mixture of various plants, among wbidh 
the following are the most common :— Cinerariapatustris y 
L., Pet ashes frigida % Ft., Pedicularis sudetica and 
lanata, Willd., Rhodiola rosea , L, Claytonia acuti/olia f 
Willd., Halianthus peploides % Fr., Polygonum poly - 
morpkum , L., and Saltx boganidettsis , Trautvetter. 

The most important papers in this volume are those 
devoted to the vegetation of the region visited, that is, to 
the lichens and mosses of the coast, to the algse of the 
Siberian Sea, and to the phanerogamic flora of Novaya 
Zemlya, of the coast region, and of the Asiatic coast <rf 
Bering Strait. The lichens are comparatively rare on 
the coast; whole stretches are quite devoid of them, and 
the lichen flora is altogether poor as to the number of 
species. The Caliciese are represented by but three species, 
and the whole group of the Sclerolichens only by five or 
six species, none or them being spread over the whole of 
the coast. The Stictaceae are represented by a couple of 
species of Nephroma \ the Pannariaceas by five to six 
species ; Pyrenopsis has but one species which is widely 
spread, but not *ery common. The character of the 
flora is nearly the same on the whole of the coast, 
but towards the south, where the country becomes in¬ 
habited, the flora undergoes a notable change. The 
Phanerogams become also comparatively rich towards 
the east, in the land of the Chukches, where the grasses 
appear in the shape of whole sods, without a mixture 
of moss. The Algic are few in the Siberian Sea, the 
whole number of observed species being but twelve, 
that is, only onc-half of the number of species that are 
known on the Murman coast and in the Sea of Spitz- 
bergen. The characteristic feature of all Arctic Algae 
being their large size, the Siberian Algae seem to be an 
exception to this rule. The largest of them was a 
Laminaria Aghardii, 210 centimetres long and 37 cm. 
wide. 

The papers by MM. Kjellman and Lundstrom on 
the Phanerogams of the explored region will be read 
with great intere-t both by the botanist and the geo¬ 
grapher. They are not bare enumerations of plants, 
but elaborate sketches of botanical geography taking 
into account former botanical work in neighbouring 
tracts, and describing the flora in its dependence upon 
local conditions of climate and soil. The coast-flora 
of Northern Siberia is altogether poor, as it numbers but 
150 species of Phanerogams; this number slightly in¬ 
creases, however, towards the east, where it reaches 221, 
as well as towards the west, 185 species being known 
from Novaya Zemlya. The Obi—at least as far as (be 
coast region proper is concerned—is not a separation-line 
between the Arctic European and the Arctic Asiatic 
floras, as was expected by Hooker. Only the Sa/ix 
rotundifotia and Wahlbergella ajfinis do not appear to 
the east of the great West Siberian river. Of the 150 
species noticed, only one-third are Monocotyledons. This 
proportion increases, however, at certain places, and 
there are monocotyledonous species extending over large 
areas. However poor as to the number of species, the 
Siberian coast-flora still affords a variety of forms, as it 
has representatives of 33 different families and 93 different 
genera. The families which are the most represented in 
the coast-flora are those of Gramineft ana CnicifersS, 
which number respectively 23 and 20 species. They suet 
followed by those of the Compositce, Sax'fragacffe, 
Ranunculaceae, Cyperaceae, and Caryophyflace* (15 to 
11 species). The family of SaxHrsgacefe is that wUeb 
maintains the greatest number of species towards the 
north, eight species out of fourteen having been found 
even at Cape Chelyuskin; the CaryophyHaceae neatly 
keep pace with the former; whilst the family which 
spreads least towards the north is that of Composites 
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which wad represented only by two species at the mouth 
of the Taimyr and none at Cape Chelyuskin. So also 
with the Cyperaceae and Ranunculaceae. Saxifraga 
opp osit ilolia is not the most widely-spread species on the 
Siberian northern coast, as is the case for other pans of 
the Arctic region, other species of Saxifraga being as 
much or more extensively spread than it. The most 
usual phanerogamous plants on the coast seem to be the 
Lunula arcuata , var, hyper bare a , and Stel lari a Iongipcs. 

We shall not analyse the valuable paper by M. 
Kjellman on the flora of Novaya Zemlya, which is a 
summary of all that is known on this subject, and we 
shall notice but a few facts concerning the vegetation of 
the Siberian coast of Bering S'.rait. It 19 represented 
on M. Kjell nan’s lists by 221 species belonging to 41 
families and 109 genera. The Composite, Cyperaceae, 
Saxifragaccae, Caryophyllaceac,and Graminea?, numbering 
from 20 to 15 species each, are here also the richest as 
to the number of species. But we find on the Asiatic 
coast of the Bering Strait a good miny plants belonging 
to the American flora, as also to the flora of the Altai and 
Baikal region which are not met with elsewhere on the 
northern coast. No less than 53 species out of 221 
appear only to the east of the Kolyma, which appears 
thus to be, for the coast-region, a more important bound¬ 
ary line than the Obi. This notable increase cannot be 
accounted for only by the milder character of this region, 
but it could be explained, in our opinion, if we took 
notice of the orography of Eastern Siberia, which favours, 
by the extension of its chains of mountains from south¬ 
west to north-east, the spread of both animals and plants 
in the same direction. 

Dredging was very diligently carried on duiing the 
whole of the cruise of the Vega in the Arctic Ocean; and 
Mr. Stuxberg’s map of dredgings made during the 
Swedish expeditions of 1875, 1876, and 1878 to 1879, is 
dotted with 33 spots in the Kara Sea, and with 90 spots 
along the Siberian coast to Bering Strait. The tempe¬ 
rature of water obviously was found to be very low; even 
at a few fathoms below the surface it was from - 09° to 
- a’3° at a depth of 50 metres, and it had a normal 
specific gravity of 1*027. The most uniformly spread 
animals in the Siberian coast-region of the Arctic Ocean, 
and in the Kara Sea, are undoubtedly the Crustaceans ; 
the Echinoderms are comparatively few, as also are the 
Mollu&ca, Bryozoa, and Hydroids. The Crustaceans 
Idotkea Sabinei , Idothea entomon , Diastylis Ratkkri, 
Afylus carinatus , and Acanthostephia Malmgreni , are 
the most usual. The first, as known, has been found 
nearly everywhere in the Arctic Ocean ; whilst the second 
proved to be specific for the whole of the Arctic coast of 
the old continent, for a stretch of nearly 160 degrees 
of longitude; it has been found also in the lakes of 
Sweden and Northern Russia, even in the Caspian and 
Lake Aral—Lake Baikal being till now the sole explored 
great lake of this part of the old continent where it has 
not yet been found. As to the verti:al distribution of the 
animal forms, no distinct regions can be established. It 
must be observed* however, that the littoral region— 
about 30 fathoms deqp—on account of its ice and sweet 
water brought by rivers, is nearly quite devoid of 
animals; even the littoral forms go to take refuge in 
the sublittoral region. Not only is the Siberian Sea very 
>ich in forms of animals (the number of described 
Amphipods being as much as 59 out of 114 Amphipods 
known in all Arctic seas together); it contains also such 
a number of individuals of certain species, that Mr. 
Stuxberg describes about 20 rear n formations" ( djurfor* 
metHonen), each consisting of very large quantities of 
individuals of one given species, with a comparatively 
mixture of other species. Such are the Diastylis 
Rathkei, Reticulipora intricaria, Alcyomdium mammil- 
Mum, Chiridota lavis. Echinus drobachiensis, AsUrias 
Umhi r Arckaster Unuisbinue, Cbtncdiscus crispatus, 


Ophiacantha buimiata, Ophiocten sericeum. Ophioglypka 
nodosa, Astrobkyton eucnemis, Antedon Eschnckti , Yoldia 
arctic a , and Idothea entomon, as also Ascidiee, Actinias, 
and Hydroids. As a whole, the Siberian basin differs 
very much in its fauna from the other parts of the Arctic 
basin, and it has no less than 16 species that are charac¬ 
teristic of it. N ovaya Zemlya is the limit of the fauna of 
the Siberian Sea, being a Separation-line for many species. 

The foregoing notice will give a general idea of the 
valuable material contained in the first volume of the 
“ Vega's Scientific Work," and the manner it is treated* 
We have but to express the wish to see, as soon as 
possible, the appearance of the following volumes of this 
series. They will surely give a new and powerful impulse 
to the study of Northern Siberia. P, K. 


NOTES 

W a tire glad to learn that Mr. Spottiswoode continues to go 
on favourably. 

Still another well-deserved honour f>r Sir Joseph Hooker. 
The Society of Arts’ Albert Medal for “ distinguished merit for 
promoting arts, manufactures, or commerce,” has been awarded 
to him for the present year, for the eminent services which, as a 
botanist and scientific traveller, and as Director of the National 
Botanic Department, he has rendered to the arts, manufactures, 
and commerce by promoting an accurate knowledge of the flora 
and economic vegetable product* of the several coloniei and 
dependencies of the Empire. 

Among those to whom the Council of the Society of Arts 
have awarded their silver medals are Mr. Alex, Siemens and 
l)r. Hop'.inson, for their papers on 11 The Transmission of Power 
by Electricity,” and "Tne PorlruBh Railway,” and to Capt. 
Douglas Galton for his paper on 4, The Economy of Sanitation." 
Thanks were voted to Mr. W. H. Precce, F.R.S., for his paper 
on Electrical Exhibitions. 

A bi’KCiAL extra meeting of the Anthropological Instiute was 
held at the Piccaditly Hall on Tuesday, when the Botocudo 
Indians and a large ethnological collection from Brazil were 
exhibited by the kindness of Mr, C. Ribeiro, and Prof, A, H, 
Keaue read a paper descriptive of the Hotocudos. 

Mr. Mark H. Judge has resigned his position as Secretary 
and Curator of the Parkes Mmeurn. 

M. dk Lrssrps has declared officially at the Academy of 
Science i the intention of the Suez Company to open a new 
canal. During the works the maritime way will be lighted by 
electricity, ami on appeal has been addressed to physicists to 
present their several systems. The work will begin as soon as 
poadbic. 

We have received a favourable report of the National Museum, 
Bloemfontein, Orange Free State. Considerable collections are 
being brought together, but the committee should not forget that 
the chief object of such a museum ought to be to make its col¬ 
lections maiuly representative of the interesting country in which 
it is placed, 

Dr. Kerr of Canton is publishing in Chinese a complete work 
on the theory and practice of medicine, compiled from European 
standard works upon that subject. The sections on fevers, and 
diseases of the stomich, have already been published, while those 
on affections of the heart and lungs have just been issued. 
Volumes on the kidneys and nervous system are in the press. 
The translator has omitted the discussion of all unsettled theories 
and disputed points. The volumes are printed from wooden 
blocks, clearly and evenly cut, and are sold at a price which 
brings them within the reach of all. 
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1 |*. J. W. Ta’W.oe of Loads, who is the editor of the Joter* 
nai of Con:hology, has issued a prospectus for a “ Monograph 
of the Land and Freshwater Mollusca of the British Fauna,” 
and he invites the assistanfe of conchologists towards hk pro- 
pcred undertaking. According to the prospectus the work will 
be very comprehensive, and will include the subjects of variation, 
geographical and local distribution, synonomy and bibliography, 
“ biological aspect and relation to environment.” It would be 
dedrahle to add didribution in point of time or the paleontologi¬ 
cal aspect. Mr. Taylor has given specimens of the work in 
some of the lately published numbers of bis Journal of Con - 
etiology, and they seem to be carefully and almost exhaustively 
done. We hope the cost of this work will place it within the 
means of the numerous and comparatively poor conchologists in 
the north of England, as ?o many manuals on the subject have 
already been published at very moJerate prices. Great service 
would likewise be done to natural history by reducing the exces¬ 
sive number of so called species fabricated during the last twenty 
years by some Continental conchologists. The judicious remark 
made by Hooker a id Thomson in the introduction to their 
“Flora Iniica” ought always to be borne in mind, viz. that 
■« the discovery of a form uniting two others previously thought 
distinct, is much more important than that of a totally new spe¬ 
cies, inasmuch as the correction of an error is a greater boon to 
science that a step in advance.” 

The Union Midicale of June 2 announces a discovery of the 
highest scientific interest, and which, if it turns out to be real, 
will show that prehistoric man is no longer a myth. On piercing 
a new gallery in a coal-mine at Bully-Grenay (Pas-de-Cal us), a 
cavern was broken into containing six fossil human bodies intact 
—a man, two women, and three children—as well as the remains 
of arms and utensils in petrified wood and stone, and numerous 
fragments of mammals and fish. A second subterranean cave 
contained eleven bodies of large dimensions, several animals, 
and a great number of various objects, together with precious 
stones. The walls were decorated with designs of combats 
between men and animals of gigantic size. A third and still 
larger chamber appeared to be empty, but could not be entered 
in consequence of the carbonic acid it contained, which is 
being removed by ventilators. The fossil bodies have been 
brought up to the surface, and five of them will be exhibited at 
the mairie of Lens ; the others are to be sent to Lille in order to 
undergo examination by the Faculty des Sciences. Repre-enta- 
tives of the Acad^mie den Sciences of Paris and of the British 
Museum having been telegraphed for, are expected to be present. 

The Lords of the Committee of Council on Education have 
sanctioned the addition of hygiene to the list of (science*in which 
grants are made by the Department. A syllabus has been pre¬ 
pared, and will shortly be issued to science schools and clashes. 

From the third Annual Report of the Hampstead Natu- 
rilists’ Club we are glad to see that the society is in a prosperous 
condition, and is gradually getting together a useful museum. 

G. P. Putnam's Sons of New York have published a nicely 
got up and profusely illustrated Guide to the Yellowstone National 
Park, by Mr. H. J. Winser, which those proceeding to the States 
for their holiday would do well to get. 

Next month Messrs. Williams and Norgate will publish a 
new work, entitled “The Natural Genesis,” in two volumes, by 
Mr. Gerald Massey, containing the, Natural Genesis and 
Typology of Primitive Customs ; Gesture-sign*, Ideographs, 
and Primordial Onomatopoeia; Time and Numbers ; the Serpent,* 
Dragon, and other Elementaries; the Tree, Cross, and Four 
Comers; the Great Mother, Twins, Triads, and Trinity ; the 
Mythical Creations; the Fall in Heaven and on Earth; the 
Deluges and Ark; and Equinoctial Christology. 


A wetter in a recent number of the Afrtif CMna /Mf, 
referring to fossils in Cheat, remarks that the Chinese have 
never advanced a theory to explain their existence. In their 
books references are made to fossil shells, crabs, fife, trees, fia, 
but no attempt is made to account for their occurrence in solid 
rock. The little that is said is mostly of the marvellous sort. 
Ammonites are petrified snakes; fossil brachiopods (lamp* 
shells) are called “stone swallows,” and are said to come to 
life and fly from their hiding places at the approach of wind and 
ratn, changing again to stones on the return of fair weather. 
Fossil fish appear and disappear at pleasure, and their appear* 
ance prognosticates a plentiful harvest and prosperous times. 
One author supposes that the figures of birds, beasts, and plants, 
which he had seen on certain slabs, must be the work of gods 
or devils, for no human :hand could chisel anything so minute 
and delicate. 

Crackers play a large part in the superstitious observances 
of the ordinary Chinese. It is a popular belief that the evil 
spirits everywhere inhabiting the air are dispersed by crackling 
noises, attended by fire and smoke. Accordingly crackers ate 
used on all special occasions to frighten away the demons who 
are tormenting a sick person, or who crowd around the people 
at the beginning of the New Year. Bamboo, which when 
burning emits a crackling sound, is also used for the same 
purpose. 

We have received the Report of the West Kent Natural 
History, Microscopical, and Photographic Society few 1882-83. 
It appears to be more bulky than its predecessors, extending to 
68 pp. 8vo. The President (Dr. F. T. Taylor) discourses on 
Bacteria and Vivisection; Mr. J. GlaUher, F.R.S., gives a very 
instructive paper on the extraordinary meteorological conditions 
between October 1881 and May 1882, illustrated by two dia¬ 
grams indicating the mean daily barometric and thermomeiric 
readings, and their departure from the mean, as observed at 
Blackheath; Mr. J. Jenner Weir, F.L.S., discusses on the types 
of variation in Ltpidoptera, in which is embodied much useful 
information ; Mr. Stone alludes to certain points in the economy 
of wasps; Mr. Heisch’s notes on “Adulteration” are of prac¬ 
tical interest. In their next Report this old-established Society 
may perhaps think it advisable to give a tabular indication of 
the “contents”; the same remark would apply equally to the 
publications of other local societies. 

Under the title of “ Lantern Readings ” Mr. Lant Carpenter 
has issued 0 pamphlet to be used (when necessary) with the first 
series of the biological lantern slides which we referred to in a 
recent number. These slides are now ready, and may be ob¬ 
tained from York and Bon. The pamphlet and slides are intended 
to illustrate the results of the voyage of the Challenger, Them 
are descriptions of forty-two slides in all, and “preliminary 
hiuts ” show how the pamphlet is to be used. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include two Malbrouck Monkeys (Cercoptikecus cyno - 
turns 6 9 ) from West Africa, presented respectively by Mr* L. 
Moms and Mr. A. M. Moore; a Macaque Monkey {Jlfacaem 
cynomolgus 9 ) from India, presented by Mr<. E. J, H. Sprague; 
a Rhesus Monkey [Macacus erythraus 4 ) from Indio, presented 
by Mr, C. T. Pollock; a Bonnet Monkey .{Macacus radiatus 9 ) 
from India, presented by Mr. F. Nelson; two Mauge'sDasyures 
{Dasyurus maugm) from Australia, presented by Sir Louie S. 
Jackson, F.Z.S.; two Earl’s Weka Rails {Oey&omm «#W) 
from North Island, New Zealand, a Black-backed Forphyrio 
{Porphyria mdanoHs) from Australia, presented hy Copt R. 
Todd; three Common Kingfishers {Alcedo ispido), British, pfr 
seated by the Hon. and Rev. F. G. Dutton; a Common Night 
Heron {Nyctieorax grietus), European, presented by Mr. H. Hi 
Blackiock; a King Penguin {Aptenodytes pennantf), two Upland 
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Geese \Bemkh magellanica $ 9 ), two Roddy-headed Geese 
{Permcia mbidiceps) from the Falkland Islands, presented by 
Mr. R. C. Pocke; three Common Pheasants {Phastanus colchi • 
cut 4 V 9 ), British, presented by Mr. H. T. Bowes; an Indian 
Python (Python moluna) from India, presented by Mr. G. E. 
Skate j a Sykes's Monkey {Ccrcopitkeeus aiHgular%s\ a Philan- 
tomba Antelope (Ctphalophus maxwdti 9 ), an Elate Hornbill 
{Buoeros elatus), a Jardine's Parrot {Pyocephalus guHelmi) from 
West Africa, an Indian Civet (ViverrUula indiea), two Wander¬ 
ing Tree Pies (Dendrocitta vagabond *), from India, a Red-sided 
Rriectus (Eclectus polycklonts ) from New Guinea, five Red-bellied 
Conures {Conurus viitatus) t a Giant Toad (Bufo agua) from 
Braril, a Horned lizard (Phrynosoma cornutum) fron Texas, 
four Cornish Choughs {Fregilus graculus ), British, purchased ; 
a Common Khea {Rhea americana ) from South America, received 
in exchange ; two Indian Pythons (Python ttwlurus) from India, 
reoeived on approval; a Japanese Deer (Cervus stha 6 ), born in 
the Gardens. 


OUR ASTRONOMlCAL COLUMN 

The Paris General Catalogue of Stars. —In the last 
Annual Report issued by Admiral Mouchez we find particulars 
of the progress of formation of this extensive and important cata¬ 
logue. It is intended to contain all the stars observed at Paris 
during the forty-five years 1837 to 1881 inclusive, about 40,000, 
but it is mainly the result of the revision of Lai a ode’s stars in the 
Histoire Clleste ; indeed, for several years past, the meridian in¬ 
struments have been almost wholly occupied upon this w ork, and 
upwards of 27,000 observations were made during 1882, the year 
to which the Report refers. The entire number of observations 
upon which the Paris General Catalogue will be founded is about 
350,000. The positions are referred to three principal epochs ; 
1845*0 for the years 1837-153, 1860 0 for the Years 1854-67, and 
1875*0 for the years 1868-82. A specimen of the form in which 
it is intended to print the catalogue is appended to the Report. 
The right ascensions and declinations are given for each prin¬ 
cipal epoch, with the number and mean year of the observations. 
'Inc precessions are reckoned from the year 1875, with the term 
depending upon the square of the time. The magnitudes and the 
differences from the positions of the Histoire Cileste are annexed, 
and where a star has not been observed by Lalande a synonym 
in some other catalogue is given. In the first column wc have 
the ordinal number, and in the second the star’s number in the 
reduced catalogue of the Histoire CReste. It is mentioned in the 
Report that M. Bossert had undertaken a new determination of 
the places of the stars in that work, making use of the reducri in¬ 
tables of the late Doctor von Asten, which are more exact than 
the tables of Hansen and Nissen, employed for the catalogue 
published in 1847. M. Bossert has already effected the reduction 
of 2,300 stars, a voluntary labour which has occupied his leisure 
hours. It would add to the value of the column^ showing the 
differences between the new Paris portions and those of Lalande, 
if the comparisons could be made with places resulting from the 
application of von Asten's tables, though it might be necessary 
to supplement M. Bossert's laudable efforts. In the last Green¬ 
wich Catalogue (1872) the precessions are given to four places of 
decimals in right ascension (time), and to three places In north 
polar distance; the Paris Catalogue gives these quantities with 
a figure less, which we are inclined to regard as a retrograde 
stejx 

This General Catalogue of the Observatory of Paris is to com- 
prlste two parts, which will be published, simultaneously; the 
first part forming the catalogue proper, arid the second con¬ 
taining details of the observations upon which the mean positions 
are founded. Each part will be composed of four volumes; 
188 ^ r8t vo * ume °* intended to appear during the year 

Ekcick*b Comet in, the Yraks 1871-1881.—At the sitting 
of the Paris Academy of Sciences on June 11, M, Tisserand 
communicated a note by Dr. Backlund, of the Observatory of 
Pulkowa, relative to the motion of Encke's Comet in the interval 
iert-1881* To complete the theoty of this comet, it has been 
necessary to introduce an empirical to the mean motion of the 

form m' The quantity p', which was found to be nearly 

during the period 1819-1868, appears to have under- 
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gone a considerable variation about the latter epoch. Dr. 
Backlund bases his calculations upon osculating elements for 
October 27, 1874, which he considered exact enough for his 
purpose; they give*- 

V- ** i°79"'33355 + A (where r = 

M <= + 0-051731 

After having carefully reviewed the computation of pertur¬ 
bations by Asten, and calculated by two different; methods the 
perturbations during the revolution 1878-1881, Dr. Backlund 
compared the elements with the observations made in the years 
1871, 1875, 1878, and l88l. By means of this comparison, he 
obtains corrections to the elements, and, observing that if 
there exists a tangential force, which varies the dimensions of 
the comet's orbit, its effect is not only secular, but also periodic, 
the periodic terms being always very small, except in the 
expression for the mean anomaly. This he takes into account, 
and finally deduces for the corrections of the two quantities 
above— 

Am « + o" *004745 
Am' * - 0*0059867 

Hence, he says, his investigation proves that the acceleration 
of the mean motion in the period 1871-1881 was less than half 
the value found by Encke and Asten for the period 1819-1865. 
Aten’s value is + 0*104418. 

CHEMICAL NOTES 

Interesting experiments on the luminosity of gases are de¬ 
scribed by W. Siemens in Ann. Phys . Chim , [(ti.) 18, 311], 
and by fe. Wiedemann [ib, 509]. Gases free from solid 
particles do not become luminous at high temperatures, nor is 
the luminosity of a flame due to incandescence of the products of 
combu tion ; if the gases are strongly heated before being burnt, 
the flame becomes hotter and shorter than it is when the pre¬ 
liminary heating is omitted, and the luminous flame is seen to be 
distinctly separated from the non*luminous products of combus¬ 
tion. Siemens seems inclined to regard the chemical action 
which proceeds as the cause of luminosity: if the existence ot 
an envelope of ether around the molecule-i is assumed, then the 
reaction of one molecule on another may be regarded as starting 
vibrations in this envelope, which vibrations give rise to heat 
and light rays. Wiedemann especially considers the luminosity 
of gases under the influence of electric discharges: he thinks 
that in the process of charging the electrodes the ethereal envc- 
1 >pe$ of some of the gas molecules are distorted; when dis¬ 
charge occurs these envelopes are set into motion, and hence the 
luminous effects. 

JSome time ago Ostwald deduced the relative affinities of 
various acids in terms of nitric acid taken as 100; by relative 
affinity is meant the proportion in which two acids divide them- 
selves between one base, all the reacting substances being in 
solution. Ostwald has recently investigated this subject by a 
method different from that formerly employed ; he has studied 
the rates of action of various acids on acetamide, and from the 
results he has deduced the relative velocities of action, and hence 
the relative affinities. The following table contains the results, 
in column 11. are placed figures representing the results of his 
former experiments— 

I. II. 


Hydrochloric acid 

... 100 

98*0 

Nitric 


... 98 

IOO 

Hydrobromic 

71 

... 98 

95 

Tt ichloracetic 

If 

... 80 

80 

Dichioracetic 

II 

40*8 

33 

Mon ichloracetic 

If 

13*0 

7 

Formic 

»l 

... $2 », 

3*9 

Lactic 

n 


33 

Acetic 

1, 

2*3 

1*2 

Sulphuric 


... 65*4 ... 

667 

Oxalic 

it 

... 22*6 

— 

Tartaric 

,, 

7*5 

5*2 

Malic 

11 

... 47 

2*9 

Succinic 

tt 

2*5 

v$ 

Citric 

tt 

4 ’° 

— 

Phosphoric 

11 

3*6 

— 

Arsenic 

11 

- rs 

— 


M. String continues his researches into the influence of 
great pressure upon chemical reactions : at a pressure of about 
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6500 atmospheres he finds that sulphur combines with mag* 
Dasium, riac, iron, cadmium, bismuth, lead, copper, silver, tin, 
and antimony. Sulphur and phosphorus do not combine when 
compressed together (Berieh *r, xvi. 999), 

Benzene is perhaps the most important body in the whole 
range of chemistry, not on account of any intrinsic interest in 
the substance i^elf, but because of the immense number of its 
derivatives. The constitution of thc^e derivatives must depend 
upon the structure of the benzene molecule itself, and this pro* 
ble.n i* therefore one of the most interesting that presents itself 
to the chemist. Any idea that can throw light upon this subject 
n worthy of attention, and the more so as long as the least doubt 
exists as to whether benzene can yield more than three di, tri, or 
tetra derivatives, or more than one mono or penta derivative, 
the substituting grouiws being the same. Again, it is possible 
that benzene may exist in two or more isomeric modifications 
(disregarding dipropargyl), and the difference found by V. Meyer 
(Ber. xv. 2893) between two samples of benzene, both pre¬ 
sumably pure, would see n to point in this diicction, The mere 
fact, therefore, that one formula is good and useful is no con¬ 
demnation of any other formula that may be proposed. M. 
Mendcltfeff has suggested that benzene may be regarded as a 
normal butane, in which six hydrogen atoms are replaced by 
two triad groups, CH. If we allow that benzene is best repre¬ 
sented as containing six CH groups, and there seems as yet no 
reason for departing from this supposition, then this replace¬ 
ment may take place in two ways, as shown by the following 
formulae:— 

CHs—CH # —CH t —CH, 

Normal butane. 


C H—CH—CH—CH 

x/ \x 

CH CH C 1 I 

Beuxenes derived therefram. 


CH 

CH—CH—CH—C H 


These two benzene formula may be conveniently written thus ;— 

Y Yi 

/Y i/Y 

and these expressions show at a glance the di (Terence between 
them. The second is identical with Ladenburg’s prism formula, 
the ad van’ages of which do not need recounting. 'The first, so 
far as double and single linkings are concerned, is intermediate 
between the prism formula and Kekule’s. It lends itself in a 
particularly ready way to the expression of more complex 
formulae, as of naphthaline, &c., but docs not sluw the hexad 
nature of the benzene molecule. Moreover, it show's possible 
two mono or penta derivatives, and five each di, tri, and tetra 
derivatives a capability that is not yet needed ; and a formula 
should be a concise expression of facts, and should as far as 
possible show the limits of those facts. Thus, however valuable 
the suggestion of M. MendeW.:ff may be as showing a possible 
method of synthesising benzene, it does not appear to be prac¬ 
tically useful as indicating its constitution, though the future 
chemistry of benzene may require such a formula as the one 
referred to above. 


Prof. MendelAeff, to avrid the superheating which takes 
place during ordinary fractional distillation with a dephlegmator 
tube, has deviled a modified method for the oils from Baku 
petroleums boiling between 1$° and 150^ which consists in 
pissing the vapours from the distilling flask by means of the 
dephlegmator, or delivery tube, to the b dtoaaof a second similar 
flask, and from this to a third, and so on ; the heated vapours 
from the one providing the necessary heat For the distillation of 
t le next, &c. In this manner a great number of fractions at 
interval* of two degrees were obtained. By comparing boiling 
P lints and specific gravities of products the author concludes that 
Baku oils contain similar hydrocarbm* to American petroleum, 
and in addition n hydrocarbon boiling at *55* and same specific 
gravity a* hexan with the properties of an unsaturated compound. 
The great bulk of the Caspian petroleums appears to consist, in 
addition to derivatives of marsh gas, of C n H ln hydrocarbons, 
and also some members of the C n H ft or acetylene series. 


Some interesting results have been obtained by Spri ig \Btr, 
Ber,) by washing precipitated sulphide of copper for several 
weeks until all traces of salts were removed. It was then found 


that the sulphide dissolved to a black liquid, with slight green 
fluorescence, in water. The solution might be bailed and 
evaporated without change ; slight traces of salts caused preci¬ 
pitation. The author has also obtained sulphide df'tfe end 
oxides of antimony and manganese in a condition perfectly 
soluble in water. Sulphide of tin oq evaporation of its solution* 
in vacuo forms a transparent red glass. 


GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

On Tune 6 Baron Nordenskjbld's Greenland expedition arrived 
at Reykjavik in the steamer Sophia, The Sophta lay at Reyk¬ 
javik for a few days, and in the meantime Baron Nordeuskjold 
and the geologist-* of the pirty examined the coal deposits which 
occur in Bergarfiord. Dr. Arpi, a Swedish philologist, who has- 
resided some time in Iceland and acquired a thorough knowledge 
of the language, accompanied the expedition thither, and will, 
along with two other men of science, remain in Iceland after the 
Sophia has left. 

We learn from Science that a parly for the relief of the ob¬ 
servers under Lieut. Greely at Lady Franklin Bay was to leave 
St John’s, Newfoundland, on one of the steam sealing-vessels 
belonging to that port, about June 15, probably accompanied by 
a naval vcs.cl as lender. It will be commanded by Lieut. E, 
A. Garlington, U.S.A., and composed of twelve men, of whom 
ten are stated to be old sailors and accustomed to the Use of 
boats. Twenty dogs, native drivels, and a supply of fur 
clothing, have been secured at Godhavn, Greenland. The party 
at Lady Franklin Bay will be reached and withdrawn if the state 
of the ice permits. If not, the relief party i$ to be landed on 
Littleton island, and while part of them are engaged in preparing 
winter quarters, Lieut. Gariin^ton wiil endeavour to open com¬ 
munication by sledges with Greely*8 people. In the failure of 
the fir^t attempt, another will be made in the spring of 1884. It 
is to be hoped, if Greely is not reached, that au attempt will be 
made to leave at Cape Hawkes or Cape Sabine, if not the relief 
party as a whole, which would be beat, at lca-t a bjat by which 
the open water to be anticipated between those points and Little¬ 
ton Island next year (1884) may be passed by a retieating party, 
which might well find their own boat un eaworthy after dragging 
it over many miles of hummocky ice, If, indeed, they did not 
find themselves obliged to abandon it, Further, the schooner 
Leo is on the point of sailing for Point Barrow to withdraw the 
signal service observing party under Lieut. Ray, in compliance 
with the act passed by the last Congress. To utilise the oppor¬ 
tunity, Mr. Marr, of the U.S. Coast-Survey, will accompany the 
vessel with the design of making absolute magnetic determina¬ 
tions, of fixing the astronomical position of the station, and of 
making pendulum observations. 

In a communication from the Russian Geographical Society 
we are informed that Col. Prejevalsky is ah ,ut to start on hi* 
fourth journey to Central Asia, accompanied by two officers and 
seventeen men. The Emperor has granted to the Society 43,000 
roubles for the purpose of Col. Preievalsky’s journey. The 
Society is also sending out a new expedition under M. Potanin, 
who U now completing the publication of the two last volumes 
on his journey of 1879-80. He will start in July for South-East 
Mongolia and the adjacent parts of China; he writ be accom¬ 
panied by ft naturalist and M. Skassi, the companion of Severtzov 
in his exploration of the Pamir, The funds are being supplied 
partly by the Society and partly by M. Sookachef, a Siberian , 
merchant. 

In the same commuoiuati ju we are informed that the average 
temperature of January and February at the Russian Polar station 
at Sagastyr, on the mouth of the Lena, was about * 5 °P C. 
Thanks to the Governor-General of Eastern Siberia there has 
been organised a special postal service between J&kutsk and 
Sagaityr once a month. The observing party will most probably 
remain at the station up to the entf of October, i.c, until the 
river is frozen. 

The lart number of the ZeUuhrift der Ges*U$ckaft fkr 
Erdkunde tu Berlin (Bd. 18, Heft 2) contains a paper by Herr 
van Langegg, enti led ** Nara eine alte Kwserrtaat, 1 describing 
the town of Nara, not far from Kioto, in Japan, at one time fnt 
capital of the country, and mill much renowned for it* temples. 
The celebrated col >ss&l statue of Buddha there is fully described, 
The following figures give some notion of its dimensio n *—ft* 
weight is 500,000 kilog.; 3,000,000 kUog. of wood were w- 
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somtd in making the bronze, which constats of 250 kilog. of 
gold, 84x3 5 of tin, 977 of mercury, and 493 of copper. The 
present paage only dates from 1801, 

“We have received a German pamphlet by Herr Max Buck, 
on 04 Finland and its Nationality Question/’ being a reprint of 
papers which have appeared in recent issues of the Ausland . In 
the limited space of seventy-four pages the author gives a short 
but correct description of Finland, of the prehistoric Finns, 
according to Ahlquist’s researches, of the history of the country, 
and of the present state of the “national question.” He sum¬ 
marises the excellent researches by Ketzius on the race-characters 
of the Finns—as far as can be done in a few pages—and dwells 
upon the recent efforts of Finnish writers towards the develop¬ 
ment of the Finnish language and literature as a reaction against 
the farmer supremacy of the Swedish language and influence. 
We notice the interesting fact that although only 7 ’ 5 per cent, of 
the Finns can now read and u rite, and 70 per cent, read, primary 
instruction has taken during the last few years a great extension. 
The number of State schools being too limited, they are supple¬ 
mented by private instruction. Thus, of the 342,536 children 
from seven to sixteen years old of the l.utheran Finnish popula¬ 
tion, only 6983 had not received primary instruction in 1877 
(1801 or them on account of disease). But only 26,900 
went to the State schools, whilst 116,201 children received pri¬ 
mary instruction in private ambulatory schools, and 177,925 at 
home. 

The last number of the Itvestia of the Russian Geographical 
Society contains several interesting papers. M. Veselago gives a 
sketch of the life and work of the late Count I.iitkc. Prof. Fr. 
Schmidt discusses again the claim of Wrangcl to the discovery 
of the land situated north of the Cane Yakan. He tries to 
prove, against Nordenskjald, that’Wrangel was right in 
denying the existence of a hand which Andr^eff said he saw from 
the fifth island of the Medvyejiy Archipelago; but he did not 
deny the existence of a land situated norm of Cape Yakan. 
Prof. Schmidt admits howeveij that even with regard to this 
land, Wrangel wrote 44 in different parts of hie Teport with a 
varying degree of certainty as to the probability of its existence.” 
M, Karzin, an official of the Verkhoyansk district, having been 
struck with the terrible fate off J> Dong, publishes a most valu¬ 
able list of all settlements and placet where human beings can 
be met with at different lea&oua cm Ibe coast of Nonh-Eastern 
Siberia. M. Andrcfeff puhlUhcB a brief account of his hydro- 
graphical researches in the White Sea and on the Murman coast 
during the last three years. The flora of the coast becomes very 
poor north of Archangel. At the Svyatoy Nobs lighthouse 
it consists only of lichens, mo* ea, and creeping brushes of 
Ihtula ftAna. It impruve*, however, west of Kildin and 
especially we*t of the Ribachiy peninsula, offering excellent 
forests and meadows at the new colony at Pechenga. The 
yearly average temperature, which is but - o° 6 CeUius at 
Archangel, and -2 # ‘4at the Svyatoy Nobs lighthouse, reaches 
“I*T at Kola, and + i°*4 at Vardb, This increase of tempe¬ 
rature is due, as is known, to the warm current which flows 
along the coast. Thus, at Svyatoy Noss, during the hottest 
days, the temperature of water does not exceed 6°'9 i and during 
the autumn ft reaches but i°*9. To the vest of 30° 6' it sud¬ 
denly becomes douldc that. In the spring the warm stream¬ 
let# reach 4**3, whilst the cold ones, flowing close by, reach 
but 1**9; and during the summer the warm streamlets read! I2 e ‘5, 
whilst the cold ones, close by, reach 6**9 to 7®*5. It appears thus 
that one isolated measurement of temperature of water is of little 
value, the warm current being not so compact along the Murman 
coast as elsewhere. Under 33* 6'E. long, it leaves the coa*t 
aha flows towards the north-north-east. The positions taken by 
the warm current at the Murman coast vary witn the seasons, ana 
depend upon the prevailing winds. From April to August it 
touches the co*U, but later on it is driven north by the southern 
Winds; in October it already flows off Vardo. Its position 
varies also for different years, depending upon the prevailing 
winds. The richness of the fishing depends entirely upon the 
position taken by the warm current. In lS8j, the Norwegians, 
°vdug to the current flowing In their waters, had the richest 
ptey, whUat In 1882, the richest prey for a twenty years* series 
vaa given by the warm current to the Russian fishers. The 
e*»e number of the hmestia contains the first sheets of M, 
fWhoTs reports on his researches in Sakhalin, and M- 
Methoff# bibliographical Index of the Russian geographical 
IteWtnre for the year 1886. 


M. Thouae, the French traveller, has written a letter from 
Chili, in which he says that several members of the exploring 
party under Dr. Jules Crevaux, who was massacred with 1 most of 
nis followers in the early part of la>t year by Indians while 
making explorations along the Bolivian part of the Pilcosnsyo, 
are heueved to be still alive, but prisoners In the hands of the 
Indians. 


THE CAUSE OF EVIDENT MAGNETISM IN 
IRON ; STEEL ,, AND OTHER MAGNETIC 
METALS * 

Neutrality 

'T'HE apparatus needed for researches upon evident external 
1 polarity requires no very great skill or thought, but simply 
an apparatus to measure correctly the force of the evident repul¬ 
sion or attraction ; in the case of neutrality, however, the exter¬ 
nal polarity disappears, and we consequently require special 
apparaius, together with the utmost care and reflection in its 
use. 

From numerous researches previously made by means of the 
induction balance, the results of which I have already published, 

I feit convinced ihat in investigating the cause of magnetism 
and neutrality I should have in it the aid of the most powerful 
instrument of research ever brought to bear upon the molecular 
construction of iron, ae indeed of all metaK It neglects all 
forces which do not produce a change in the molecular struc¬ 
ture, and enables us to penetrate at once to the interior of a 
magnet or piece of iron, observing only its peculiar structure and 
the change which takes place during magnetisation or apparent 
neutrality. 

The induction balance is affected by three distinct arrange¬ 
ments of molecular structure in iron and steel, by means of 
uhich we have apparent external neutrality. 

Fig. 1 shows several polar directions of the m decules as indi¬ 
cated by the arrows. Poisson assumed, as a necessity of his 
theonr, that a molecule is spherical, but Dr. Joule’s experimental 
proof of the elongation of iron by 1/720, oooth of its length when 
magnetised, proves at least that its form is not spherical; and 
as I am unable at present to demonstrate my own views as to its 
exact form, I have simply indicated its polar direction by arrows 
—the dotted oval lines merely indicating its limits of free elastic 
rotation. 

In Fig, I, at a, we have neutrality by the mutual attraction of 
each pair of molecules being the shortest path in which they 
could satisfy their mutual attractions. At B we have the case of 
superposed magnetism of equal external value, rendering the 
wire or rod apparently neutral, nlthough 0 lower series of m de- 
culps arc rotated in the opposite direction to the upper series, 
giving to the rod opposite and equal polarities. At c we have 
the molecules arranged in a circular chain around the axis of n 
wire or rod through which an electric current has passed. At d 
we have the evident polarity induced by the earth's directive in¬ 
fluence when a soft iron rod is held in the magnetic meridian. 
At e we have a longitudinal neutrality produced in the same rod 
when placed magnetic we-t, the polarity in the latter case be'ing 
transversal. 

In all these cases we have a perfectly symmetrical arrange¬ 
ment, and I have not yet found a single case in well-annealed 
soft iron in which I could detect a heterogeneous arrangement, 
ns supposed by Ami £re, De la Rive, Weber, Wiedermann, and 
Maxwell. 

We can only study neutrality with perfectly soft Swedish 
iron. Hard iron and steel retain previous magnetisations, 
and an apparent external neutrality would in most cases be the 
superposition of one magnetism upon another of equal external 
force in the opposite direction, as shown in n, rig. I. Per¬ 
fectly soft iron we can easily free, by vibrations, from the 
slightest trace of previous magnetism, and study the neutrality 
produced under varying conditions. 

If we take a flat bar of soft iron, of 30 or more centimetres in 
length, and hold it vertically {giving while thus held a few tor¬ 
sions, vibrations, or, better still, a few slight blows with a 
wooden mallet, in order to allow its molecules to rotate with 
perfect freedom), we find its lower end to be of strong north 
polarity, and its upper end south. On reversing the rod and 
repeating the vibrations, we find that its lower end has pre- 
* Paper read before the Society of Telegraph Bnrinears and of EUc. 
tneiatu, on May *#, rMj, k by Prof D, S, Hughes, Vles-Freddent 
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cisely a similar north polarity. Thus the iron is homogeneous, 
and its polarity symmetrical. If we now magnetise tins rod 
to produce a strong south pole at its lower portion, we can 
gradually reverse this polarity, by the influence of earth’s mag¬ 
netism , by slightly tapping the upper extremity with a small 
wooden mallet. If we observe this rod by means of a direction 
needle at all parts, and successively during its gradual passage 
from one polarity to the other, there will be no sudden break 
into a haphazard arrangement, but a gradual and perfectly sym¬ 
metrical rotation from one direction to that of the opposite 
polarity. 

If this rod is placed east and west, having first, say, a north 
polarity to the right, we can gradually discharge or rotate the 
molecules to zero, and as gradually reverse the polarity by 
simply inclining the rod so as to be slightly influenced by earth’s 
magnetism ; and at no portion of this passage from one polarity 
to neutrality, and to that of the opposite name, will there be 
found a break of continuity of rotation or haphazard arrange¬ 
ment. If we rotate this rod slowly, horizontally or vertically, 
taking observations at each few degrees of rotation of an entire 
revolution, we find still the same gradual symmetrical change of 
polarity, and that its symmetry is as complete at neutrality as in 
evident polarity. 

In all these cases there is no complete neutrality, the longi¬ 
tudinal polarity simply becoming transversal when the rod is 
east and west. F, g, h, I, j, Fig, 1, show this gradual change, 
H being neutral longitudinally, but polarised transversely, if, 
in place of the rod, we take a small square soft iron plate and 
allow its molecules freedom under the sole influence of the 
earth’s magnetism, then we invariably find the polarity in the 


direction of the magnetic dip* no matter in what position It be 
held, and a sphere of soft iron could only be polarised in a 
similar direction. Thus we can never obtain complete external 
neutrality whilst the molecules have freedom and do not form an 
internal closed circle of mutual attractions; and whatever theoxv 
we may adopt as to the cause of polarity in the molecule, stum 
as Coulomb’s, Fob son's, Amp£re\ or WeberN, there can exist 
no haphazard arrangement in perfectly soft iron, as long as it is 
free from all external causes except the influence of the earth ; 
consequently these theories are wrong in one of their moat 
essential parts. 

We can, however, produce a closed circle of mutual attraction 
in iron and steel, producing complete neutrality as long as the 
structure is not destroyed by some stronger external directing 
influence. 

Oersted discovered that an external magnetic needle places 
itself perpendicular to an electric current; and we should expect 
that, if the molecules of an iron wire pos^ested inherent polarity 
and could rotate, a similar effect would take place in the interior 
of the wire to that observed by Oersted. Wledermann first 
remarked this effect, and it has been known as circular mag¬ 
netism. This circle, however, consists really in each molecule 
having placed itself perpendicular to the current, simply obeying 
Oersted’s law, and thus forming a complete circle in which the 
mutual attractions of the molecules forming that circle are 
satisfied, as shown at c, Fig. t. This wire becomes completely 
neutral, any previous symmetrical arrangement of polarity 
rotating to form its complete circle of attractions ; and we can 
thus form in hard iron and steel a neutrality extremely difficult 
to break up or destroy. We have evident pro if that this 



neutrality consists of a closed chain, or circle, as by torsion we 
can partially deflect them on either side ; thus, from a perfect 
externally neutral wire, producing either polarity, by simple 
mechanical angular displacement of the molecules, as by right- 
or left-handed torsion. 

If we magaetbe a wire placed east and west, it will retain this 
polarity until freed by vibrations, as already remarked. If we 
pass an electric current through this magnetised wire, we can 
notice the gradual rotation of the molecules, and the formation 
of the circular neutrality. If we commence with a weak current, 
gradually increasing its strength, we can rotate them as slowly 
as may be desired. There la no sudden break or haphazard 
moment of neutrality; the movements to perfect zero are 
accomplished with perfect symmetry throughout. 

We can produce a more perfect and shorter circle of attrac¬ 
tions by the superposition of magnetism, as at b, Fig. 1. If we 
magnetise a piece of steel or iron in a given direction with a 
strong magnetic directing power, the magnetism penetrates to a 
certain depth. If we slightly diminish the magnetising power, 
and magnetise the rod in a contrary direction, we may reduce it 
to zero by the superposition of an exterior magnetism upon one 
of a contrary name existing at a greater depth j and if we con¬ 
tinue this operation, gradually diminishing the force at each 
reversal we can easily superpose ten or more distinct symmetri¬ 
cal arrangements, and as their mutual attractions are satisfied in 
a shorter circle than that produced by electricity, it is extremely 
difficult to destroy this formation when once produced. 

The induction balance affords also some reasons for believing 
that the molecules not only form a dosed circle of attractions, 
as at b, but that they can mutually react upon each other, so as 
to dose a circle of attractions as a double molecule, as shown at 
A, The experimental evidence, however, is not sufficient to 


dwell on this point, as the neutrality obtained by superposition 
is somewhat similar in its external effects. 

We can produce a perfectly symmetrical closed circle of 
attractions of the nature of the neutrality of c, Fig. I, by form¬ 
ing a steel wire into a closed circle, 10 centimetres in diameter, 
if this wire is well joined at its extremities by twisting and 
soldering. We can then magnetise this ring by slowly revolving 
it at the extremity of one pole of a strong permanent magnet; 
and, to avoid consequent poles at the part last touching the 
magnet, we should have a graduating wedge of wood, so that 
whilst revolving, it may be gradually removed to greater distance. 
This wire will then contain no consequent points or external 
magnetism: it will be found perfectly neutral in all parts of its 
closed circle. Its neutrality is similar to C, Fig. x; for if we 
cut this wire at any point we find extremely strong magnetic 
poiariiy, being magnetised by this method to saturation, and 
having retained (which it will indefinitely) its circle of attractions 
complete, 

I have already shown that soft iron, when its molecules are 
allowed perfect freedom by vibration, Invariably take* the 
polarity of the external directing influence, such as that of the 
earth, and it does so even with greater freedom under the influ* 
ence of heat. Manufacturers of electromagnets for telegraphic 
instruments are very careful to choose the softest Iron and 
thoroughly anneal it; but very few recognise the importance as 
regards the position of the iron whilst annealing it under the 
earth’s directing influence. The fact, however, has long since 
been observed. 

Dr. Hooke (1684) remarked that steel or iron was magnetised 
when heated to redness and placed in the magnetic meridian, I 
have slightly varied this experiment by heating to rednead three 
similar steel bars, two of which had been previously magnetised 
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to saturation, «nd placed separately with contrary polarity u 
regards each other, the third being neutral* Upon cooling, 
these three bars were found to We identical and similar 
polarity. Thus the molecules of this most rigid material, cast 
steel, had become free at red heat, and rotated under the earth's 
magnetic influence, giving exactly the same force on each ; con¬ 
sequently the previous magnetisation of two of these bars had 
neither augmented nor weakened the inherent polarity of their 
molecules. Soft iron gave under these conditions by far the 
greatest force, its inherent polarity being greater than that of 
*teel. 

I have made numerous other experiments bearing upon the 
question of neutrality, but they all confirm those I have cited, 
which t consider 1 fiord ample evidence of the symmetrical 
arrangement of neutrality. 

Superposed Magnetism *—Knowing that by torsion we can 
rotate or diminish magnetism, I was anxious to obtain by its 
means a complete rotation from north polarity to neutrality, and 
from neutrality to south polarity, or to completely reverse mag¬ 
netic polarity by a slight right Or left torsion. 

I have succeeded in doing this and in obtaining strong reversal 
01 polarities by superposing one polarity given whilst the rod is 
under a right elastic torsion, with another of the opposite polarity 
given under a left elastic torsion, the neutral point then being 
reached when the rod is free from torsion. The rod should be 
very strongly magnetised under its first or right-hand torsion, so 
that its interior molecules arc rotated, or, in other words, mag¬ 
netised to saturation ; the second magnetisation in the contrary 
sense and torsion should be feebler, so as only to magnetise the 
surface, or not more than one-half its depth : these can be easily 
adjusted to each other so as to form a complete polar balance of 
force, producing, when the rod is free from torsion, the neu¬ 
trality as shown at b, Fig, 1. 

The apparatus needed is simply a good compound horseshoe 
permanent magnet, 15 centimetres long, having six or more 
plates, giving it a total thickness of at least 3 centimetres. We 
need a sufficiently powerful magnet, as I find that I obtain a 
more equal distribution of magnetism upon a rod or atrip of iron 
by drawing it lengthwise over a single pole in a direction from 



that pole, as shown in Fig. 2; we can then obtain saturation by 
repeated drawings, keeping the same molecular symmetry in each 
experiment. 

In order to apply a slight elastic torsion when magnetising 
rods or wires, I have fonnd it convenient to attach two brass 
clamp keys to the extremities of the rods, or simply turn the 
ends at right angles, as shown in the following diagram, by which 
means we can apply an elastic twist or torsion whilst drawing 
the rod over the pole of the permanent magnet. We can thus 
superpose several and opposite symmetrical structures, producing 
a polar north or south as desired, greatly in excess of that possible 
under a single or even double magnetisation, and by carefully 
adjusting the proportion of opposing magnetbms so that both 
polarities have the same external force, the rod will be at perfect 
external neutrality when free from torsion. 

If we now hold one end of this rod at a few centimetres 
distance from a magnetic directive needle, we find it perfectly 
neutral When free of torsion, but the slightest torsion right or 
left at once produces violent repulsion or attraction, according to 
the direction of the torsion given to the r* d* the iron rod or strips 
of hoop-iron which I use for this experiment being able, when 
at the distance of 5 centimetres from the needle, to turn it 
wtt&ntly 90* on either "Me of its zero. 

The external neutrality that we can now j reduce at will is 
absolute, as It crosses the line of two contrary polarities, being 
t0 Mr ° of my electric sonometer, whose zero 5 
ob JS? ned by the crowing of two opposing electric forces. 

This rod of iron retains its peculiar power* of reversal in 
aj*marJmbl« degree, a condition quite different to that of 
twdfouiy magnetisation, for the same rod, when magnetised to 


satoraion under a single ordinary magnetism, loses its evident 
magnetism by a few elastic torsions, as I have already shown j 
but when it is magnetised under the double torsion with its super¬ 
posed magnetism, it is but slightly reduced by variations or 
numerous torsions, and I have found it impossible to render this 
rod again free from its double polar effects, except by strongly 
remagnetising it to saturation with a single polarity. The super¬ 
posed magnetism then becomes a single directive force, and we 
can then by a few vibrations or torsions reduce the rod to its 
ordinary condition. 

The effects of superposed magnetism and its double polarity I 
have produced in a variety of ways, such as by the electro¬ 
magnetic influence of coils, or in very soft iron simply by the 
directive influence of the earth's magnetism, reversing the rod 
and torsions when held in the magnetic meridian, these rods 
when placed magnetic w est showing distinctly the double polar 
effects. 

It is remarkable, also, that we are enabled to superpose and 
obtain the maximum effects on thin strips of Iron from a quarter 
to half a millimetre in thickness, whilst in thicker rods we have 
far less effect, being masked by the comparatively neutral state 
of the interior, the exterior molecules then reacting upon those 
of the interior, allowing them to complete in the interior their 
circle of attractions. 

I was anxious to obtain wires uhich would preserve this struc¬ 
ture againbt the destructive influence of torsion and vibrations, 
so that 1 could constantly employ the same wires without the 
comparatively long and tedious process of preparation. Soft 
iron soon lo-es the structure or becomes enfeebled under the con* 


stant to and fro torsions requisite where we desire a constant 
change of polarity, as described later in the magnetic bells, 
Hara steel preserves its structure, but its molecular rigidity is so 
great that we obtain but mere traces of any change of polarity 
by torsion. I have found, however, that fine ca^t drill steel, 
untempered, of the kind employed by watchmakers, is most 
suitable : these are generally f-.old in straight lengths of 30 centi¬ 
metres. Wires 1 millimetre in diameter should be used.Tand 
when it is desired to increase the force, several of these wire?, 
say nine or ten, should be formed into a single rod or bunch. 

The wire as sold is too rigid to give its maximum of molecular 
rotation effect. We muBt therefore give it two entire turns or 
twists to the right, and strongly magnetise it on the north pole 
of the magnet whilst under torsion. We must again repeat this 
operation m the contrary direction, after restoring the wire to its 
previous position, giving now two entire turns to the left and 
magnetising it on the south pole. On restoring the wire to its 
original place it will be extremely flexible, and we may now 
superpose several contrary polarities under contrary torsion?, as 
already described. 

The power of these wires, if properly prepared, is most re¬ 
markable* being able to reverse their polarity under torsion, as 
if they were completely saturated ; and they preserve this power 
indefinitely if not touched by a magnet. It would be extremely 
difficult to explain the action of the rotative effects obtained in these 
wirea under any other theory than that which I have advanced ; 
and the absolute external neutrality that we obtain in them when 
the polarities are changing, we know from their structure to be 
perfectly symmetrical. 

I was anxious to show, upon the reading of this paper, some 
mechanical movement produced by molecular rotation, conse¬ 
quently I have arranged two bells that are struck alternately by a 
polarised armature put in motion by the double polarised rod I 
have already described, but whose position, at 3 centimetres 
distant from the axis of the armature, remains invariably the 
same. The magnetic armature consists of a horizontal light steel 
bar suspended by its central axle ; the bells are thin wine glasses, 
giving a clear musical tone loud enough, by the force with which 
they are struck, to be clearly heard at some distance. The arma¬ 
ture does not strike these alternately by a pendulous movement, 
as we may easily strike only one continuously, the friction and 
inertia of the armature causing its movements to be perfectly 
dead-beat when not driven by some external force, and it is kept 
in its zero position by a strong directive magnet placed beneath 
its axle* 

1 lie mechanical power obtained is extremely evident, and is 
sufficient to put the sluggish armature in rapid motion, striking 
the helU six ti 1 e* per second, and with a power sufficient to 
produce tones loud enough to be dearly heard in all parts of tbe 
hall of tbe Society. As this is tbe first direct transformation of 
molecular motion Into mechanical movement, I am happy to 
slow it on this occasion. 
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There is nothing remarkable in the bells themselves, as they 
evidently could be rung if the armature was surrounded by a coif, 
and worked by au electric current from a few cells. The marvel, 
however, is in the small steel superposed magnetic wire producing 
by slight elastic torsions from a single wire, K millimetre in dia- 
meter, sufficient force from mere molecular rotation to entirely 
replace the coil and electric current. 

Elastic Nature of the Ether surrounding the Magnetic Mole - 
<ules.~ During these re^earche* I have remarked a peculiar 
property of magnetism, viz., that not only can the molecules be 
rotated through any degree of arc to its maximum, or satura¬ 
tion, but that, whilst it requires a comparatively strong force to 
overcome its rigidity or resistance to rotation, it has a small field 
of its own through which it can move with excessive freedom, 
trembling, vibrating, or rotating through a small degree with 
infinitely less force than would be required to rotate it per¬ 
manently on either side. This property Is so marked and 
general that we can observe it without any special iron or 
apparatus. 

Let ns take a flat rod of ordinary hoop-iron, 30 or more centi¬ 
metres in length. If, whilst holding this vertically, we give 
freedom to its molecules by torsions, vibrations, or, better 
still, by a few blows with a wooden mallet upon its upper ex¬ 
tremity, we find, as is well known, that its lower portion is 
'Strongly north, and its upper south. If we reverse this rod, we 
now find it neutral at both extremities. We might here suppose 
that the earth’s directing force had rotated the molecules to zero 
or transversely, which in reality it has done, but only to the limit 
of their comparatively free motion ; for if we reverse the rod to 
its original position, its previous strong polarity reappears at both 
extremities, thus the central point of its free motion is inclined 
to the rod, giving by its free motion great symmetrical inclina¬ 
tion and polarity in one direction, but when reversed the 
inclination is reduced to zero. 

In Fig, 3 D shows the bar of iron when strongly polarised by 
earth's magnetic influence, under vibrations, with a sufficient 



force to have rotated its elastic centre of action, c shows the 
same bar with its molecules at zero, or transversal, the directing 
force of earth being insufficient without the aid of mechanical 
vibration to allow them to change. The dotted lines of d sup¬ 
pose the molecule to be in the centre of its free motion, whilst 
at c the molecules have routed to zero, ns they are prevented 
from further rotation by being at the extreme end of its free 
motion 

If, now, we hold the rod vertically, as at c, giving neutrality, 
and give a few slight blows with a wooden mallet to its upper 
extremity, we can give just the amount of freedom required for 
it to produce evident jwdarity, ami we then have equal polarity 
no matter which end of the bar is below, the centre of its free 
rotation here being perfect, and the rod perfectly neutral longi¬ 
tudinally when held eart and west. If, on the other hand, we 
have given too much freedom by repeared blows of the mallet, 
its centre of free motion becomes inclined with the molecules, 
and we arrive at its first condition, except that it is now neutral 
at p and polarised at c:. From this it will be seen that we can 
adjust this centre of action, by vibrations or blows, to any point 
within the external directing influence. 

We can perceive this effect of free rotaiion in a limited space 
in all classes of iron and steel, being far greater in soft Swedish 
iron than in hard iron or steel. A similar phenomenon takes 
place if we magnetise a rod held vertically in the direction of 
earth's magnetism. It then gives greater polarity than if mag¬ 
netised east or w est, and if magnetised in a contrary sense to 
earth's magnetism, it is very feebly magnetised, or, if the rod is 
perfectly soft, it becomes neutral after strong magnetisation. 
This property of comparative freedom, and the rotation of its 
centre of action, can be demonstrated in a variety of ways- One 
remarkable example of it consists in the telephone. All those 
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who are thoroughly acquainted with electro-magnetism and know 
that it requires measurable time to Charge an electro-magnet to 
saturation (about one-fifteenth of a second for those employed in 
telegraphy), were surprised that the telephone could follow the 
slightest change of timbre, requiring almost innumerable changes 
of force per second. 1 believe the free rotation 1 have spoken 
of through a limited range explains its remarkable sensitiveness 
and rapidity of action, and, according to this view, it would also 
explain why loud sounding telephones can never repeat all the 
delicacy of timbre that is easily done with those only requiring a 
force comprised in the critical limits of its free rotation. This 
property, I have found, has a distinct critical value for each class 
of iron, and I propose soon to publish researches upon the 
molecular construction of steel and iron, in which I have made 
use of this very property as a guide to the quality of the iron 
itself. 

The elastic rotation (in a limited space) of a molecule differs 
entirely from that known as mechanical elasticity. In perfectly 
soft iron we have feeble mechanical elasticity, whilrt in tempered 
steel we have that elasticity at its maximum. The contrary takes 
place as regards molecular elasticity. In tempered steel the 
molecules are extremely rigid, and in soft iron its molecular elas¬ 
ticity is at its maximum. Its free motion differs entirely from 
that given it by tors-ion or stress. We may assume that a mole¬ 
cule is surrounded by continuous ether, more of the nature of a 
jelly than of that of a gas : in such a medium a molecule mi^ht 
freely vibrate through small arc*, but a rotation extending 
beyond its critical limit would involve a much greater expendi¬ 
ture of force. 


The discovery of this comparatively free rotation of molecules, 
by means of which, as I have shown, we can (without in any 
degree disturbing the external mechanical elasticity of the mass) 
change the axes of their free motion in any direction desired, has 
led me into a series of re* earches which have only indirectly any 
relation with the theory of magnetism. I was extremely desirous, 
however, of finding an experimental evidence which in itself 
should demonstrate all \ ortions of the theory, and the following 
experiment, I believe, answers this purpose. 

Let us take a square soft iron rod, 5 millimetres in diameter by 
30 or more centimetres in length, and force the molecules, by 
aid of blows from a wooden mallet, as previously described, to 
have their centres of free motion in one direction, the rod will (as 
already shown) have polarity at both ends, when held vertically; 
but if reversed, both ends become completely neutral. 

If now we turn the rod to its first potion, in which it 
shows strong polarity, and magnetise it whilst held vertically, 
by drawing the north pole of a sufficiently powerful permanent 
magnet from its upper to its lower extremity, we find that this 
rrd, instead of having south polarity at its lower portion, as we 
should expect from the direction of the magnetnation, is com- 


S neutral at both extremities, but if we reverse the rod, its 
free powers of magnetisation now appear in the position 
where it was previously neutral Thus, by magnetisation, we 
have completely rotated its free path of action, and find that we 
can rotate this path as desired in any direction by the application 
of a sufficient directing power. 

If we take a rod as described, with its polarities evident when 
held vertically, and its neutrality also evident when its ends are 
reversed in the same magnetic field, we find that its polarity is 
equal at both ends, and that it is in every way symmetrical with 
a ixrfect magnet. If we gradually reverse the ends and take 
observations of its condition through each degree of arc passed 
over, we find an equal symmetrical diminution of evident external 
polarity until we arrive at neutrality, when it has no external 
trace of inherent polarity, but its inherent polarity at once 
becomes evident by a simple return to its former position. Thus 
the rod has passed through ail the changes from polarity to 
neutrality, and from neutrality to polarity, and these changes 
have taken place with complete symmetry. 

The limits of this'paper do not,allow me to speak oft the 
numerous theoretical evidences as shown by the u r e of my in¬ 
duction balance. I believe, however, that X have cited already 
experimental evidences to *how that what has been attributed to 
coercive force is realty due to molecular freedom or rigidity; 
that In inherent molecular polarity we have a feet admitted by 
Coulomb, Poisson, Ampere, Do la Rive, Weber, Du MottoeL 
Wiedetmatm, and Maxwell j and that we have also experimental 
evidence of molecular rotation and of the symmetrical character 
Of jwlarity and neutrality, 

The experiments which I have brought forward in this paper, 
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la addition to those mentioned in my paper read before the 
Royal Society, will, I hope, justify me in having advanced a 
theory of magnetism which I believe in every portion allow* at 
least experimental evidences of Its probable truth. 


THE REDE LECTURE 

'T'HE following abstract report of Prof. Huxley's Rede 
Lecture given on Tuesday week in the Cambridge 
Senate House, to a crowded audience, has been revised, 
to the extent of removing any errors of importance, 
by the author. We understand that a full report of the 
lecture will shortly be published in a separate form. 

Professor Huxley said he bed undertaken to treat in the 
course of such time as custom and the patience of his audience 
might permit, on a very great subject, no less a subject than the 
origin of all those forms of animal life which at present existed. 
11 had behoved him to restrict what be might lay before them to 
those considerations which were absolutely essential for hi> 
purpose, and he should endeavour to lay before them facts of 
such an order as appeared to him to be of most importance in 
reference to his argument. Although he might fail to put those 
facts before them as clearly as they presented themselves to his 
own mind, the reasonings which might be based upon them were 
of so simple an order th it he should consider his task performed 
if he gave them a tolerably clear concepti m of what those facts 
were,Tor he did not think it was the business of a man of science 
to use the arts of rhetoric or endeavour to procure persuasion. 
His sole business wan to place the facts before those whom he 
wished to teach, and to leave it to their reason to form such 
judgment upon those facts as they might think fit. In the 
present cose he should point out to them what judgments such 
facts had forced upon his mind, but he must leave it entirely to 
their responsibility to say what judgment they might constrain 
them to give in their cose. They might assume this position at 
starting, that, whatever in such a matter was true for one animal, 
was true for the infinite series of the whole animal world ; and 
as he was extremely anxious to avoid everything speculative, 
everything that could not be directly led back to the matters of 
fact upon which it was based, he proposed to select one animal 
particularly, and to put before them facts and arguments by the 
help of which they might form some probable conclusion as to 
the origin of that object. He took it for granted that, if the 
evidence inclined towards a particular conclusion in the case of 
that animal, they might assume that it would incline in the same 
direction with regard to all. He had no doubt that a great many 
of his audience were familiar at any rate with the shell of the 
animal about which he was going to speak, namely, that of the 
pearly nautilus, from which, or parts of which, very beau¬ 
tiful ornaments were fabricated. At the present time the 
nautilus inhabited the warmer parts of the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans, living at considerable depths and preying upon the hard 
shelled crustaceans and mollusks that crept along the bottom, 
and which it found in its way. For that end it was provided 
withe very curious beak, shaped like that of a parrot, but with 
each portion covered with a hard calcareous deposit, and which 
enabled it to be an efficient instrument for crushing its prey. If 
he Were to touch upon the morphological problem which here 
presented itself, he could occupy far more time than they had at 
their disposal with the consideration of a multitude of interesting 
peculiarities which the nautilus presented, for it was one of those 
form* which at present stood almost isolated and alone in the 
animal world, separated by a wide gulf from its nearest allies 
those animals which they knew os squids and cuttle-fishes. It 
Held the middle place between sea-snails and the group of the 
cuttle-fishes. It would be, however, entirely out of place at 
present, and a purposeless waste of time if he were to touch upon 
any peculiarities except those which would be needed during hts 
further argument* The only points to which he would direct 
their attention for that purpose were the facts which related to 
the structure of the shell. There was a diagram beside him 
.tfcowfag '* part of the nautilus shell hi section, but he thought it 
possible that he could make the matter clearer by roughly sketch* 
mg on the board the main points as he went on.—Prof. Huxley 
hire described, with the aid of diagram*, preserved xpeci- 
nwaa* and models, the complicated structure of the " 
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chamber in the outer part of 
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tit ion, The rest of the shell resembled a long cone closely coiled 
up, and divided by partitions at regular intervals into other 
chambers, which succeeded one another, and in the full-grown 
animal were full of air. From the hinder part of the animal's 
body a long tube, the siphuncle, was carried backwards through 
the whole of the Bhell, and as it completely filled up the openings 
in the partitions through which it passed there was no com¬ 
munication between one chamber and another. The first point 
to be considered was as to what was the origin of the particular 
nautilus in the bottle before him. Happily there was no dispute 
upon that point. The female nautilus contained eggs exactly as 
the hen did. These eggs were small masses of protoplasmic 
matter, each containing a nucleus in its centre, which was all 
that was essential. They knew that that pearly nautilus with all 
its complicated organism, and fitted with the complicated shell 
he had described, did, in some way or other, proceed from that 
relatively structureless body which they called the egg or the ovimi* 
As late would have it, up to the present they had known nothing 
from direct observation of the process by which that particular 
animal was produced from this microscopic particle. But they 
had so large a knowledge of the process in other animals of every 
description that there was no doubt whatever as to the nature of 
the process, which he would try to describe to them as briefly 
as possible, by reference to the process which took place in the 
case of the domestic hen. Neither by the highest powers of the 
microscope, nor by other means of investigation which they had 
at present, could they trace anything in the slightest degree 
resembling either the chick, which under certain circumstances 
proceeded from that egg, or the tissues of the chick. There 
was, however, one spot on the yolk of the egg, a little careful 
observation of which would show a clear space, which might be 
a fifth of an inch in diameter. It was very well known by the 
name of the cicatricula, or little scar. He would suppose that 
twenty-one eggs were placed together under the hen. If they 
took one egg day by day and examined it they would know what 
took place as if they had watched continuously, for what hap¬ 
pened in any one egg happened also in the others. That was 
n process—the wonder of which he must confess never staled in 
his mind—by which the chick was gradually fishioned out of 
that transparent rudiment. They saw it make its appearance in 
the first place on the surface of the yolk, and to the naked eye 
it looked like a w hite streak. That white streak gradually 
assumed the appearance of a .sort of elongated body, and that 
body shaped itself so that it could be seen that it was going to 
be an animal of some kind, it having a large head, and the 
rudiments of eyes and vertebrae. On the fifth day they could 
clearly see w hat they were going to have. Gradually, step by 
step, and moment by moment, new differences made their appear¬ 
ance from the original foundation, and until many days Before 
hatching there was an unmistakable bird, and at the twenty* 
first day there emerged from the shell an animal endowed with 
all a bird’s capacities and structures. That process was the process 
of development, If they inquired into the nature of the cicatricula, 
they would find that that was merely a double layer of minute 
nucleated cells. They would find that that re>ulted from the 
splitting up of a protoplasmic mass that had been there before. 
They could trace the process bock into the body of the hen 
until-they came down to a simple nucleated cell, so that it was 
a matter capable of demonstration that in that nucleated cell 
which formed a part of the egg organ of the hen—in that 
particle of, for morphological purposes, structureless jelly, 
were the same characteristics which were possessed by the 
very lowest forms of animal life which were known. They 
knew that in that particle resided a potentiality, capable of 
developing itself through the stages he had roughly indicated, 
until it became not only a machine of the highest order 
from a physiological point of view, but a very remarkable 
work of art. That particle of protoplasmic matter did that 
in virtue of the po vers inherent in its material nature. That 
was the point he wished to put before them as clearly and defi¬ 
nitely as he could, because it would be fundamental in all further 
discussion, For it was to the process he bod briefly described that 
the great discoverers of the last two centuries applied the name of 
“evolution.” Singularly enough the persons who firi-t used that 
name did not use It in that sense in which it was universally used 
now, becau «they were under a mistake as to the exact nature 
of the process. But the whole conception of evolution was now 
based upon ascertained facts, showing the poceas of develop¬ 
ment of the most complicated animal out of a relatively struc¬ 
tureless particle, wbichnad no higher organisation than that of the 
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lowest animal they knew, a process which progressed step by 
step by means of the gradual addition of small difference*, until 
the animal attained its perfect form. That was what was meant 
by the process of evolution. At this point he thought it might 
be desirable that he shouljl deal with what he might speak of as 
the a priori objections to the doctrines of evolution. He bad 
hod opportunities of making extensive acquaintance with those 
objections during the past twenty years or so. He divided them 
into three categories: (i) That evolution was impossible; (2) 
that it was immoral; and (3) that it was opposed to the argu¬ 
ment of design, Now that was a very heavy indictment, but he 
thought they must plead “not guilty ” upon all three counts. It 
required no great amount of reasoning to convince one that that 
whichs happened could not be impossible ; that that which 
happened thousands and millions of times every hour and every 
minute in this world as it now was, under certain conditions, 
could not be held without further evidence to be impossible 
under somewhat different condition*’. Secondly, with re¬ 
gard to the question of morality. He had never under¬ 
stood that argument, and had always been disposed to 
reply that the morality which opposed itself to truth committed 
suicide. With regard to the argument of design he would not 
discuss that point himself, but would beg them to listen for a 
moment to words that would carry far more weight than any of 
his own could carry on that topic :—*• The philosopher beholds 
with astonishment the production of things around him. Uncon¬ 
scious particles of matter take their stations and severally range 
themselves in an order so as to become collectively plants 
or animals, i.e. organised bodies with parts bearing strict and 
evident relation to one another and to the utility of the whole ; 
and it should seem that these particles could not move in any 
other way than they do, for they testify not the smallest sign of 
choice, or liberty, or discretion. There may be particular intelli¬ 
gent beings guiding their motions in each case, or they may be 
the results of trains of mechanical dispositions fixed beforehand 
by intelligence or appointment and kept in action by a power at 
the centre,” They might imagine, and not unreasonably, that 
those were the words of some ultra-evolutionist of the present 
nay who desired to set himself right with the argument from 
design ; but they were not so. They were more than eighty 
years old, and they were contained in the 23rd chapter of a book 
which was very much talked about, but, he was afraid, very little 
read, namely, the “Natural Theology ” of Archdeacon Paley. 
When he was a boy that book was a vey great favourite of 
his, partly for its own merits, and partly because it was 
one of the few books he was allowed to read on Sundays, 
He found it much more entertaining lhan mou of the books in¬ 
cluded in that category. But from wlmt had been since said of 
the Atheistic tendencies of the doctrine of evolution he began to 
think that he stood before them a miserable example of the 
manner in which a man’s mind might be poisoned by early in¬ 
struction, and that his incapacity to understand the force of the 
arguments against evolution arose from the circumstance that in 
his early childhood he was indoctrinated with the reasonings of 
a great divine of the Church.—Professor Huxley now proceeded 
to consider the next point, the coming into existence of the 
nautilus species in contradistinction from the origin of a 
particular nautilus as an individual. He showed tha% accord¬ 
ing to all the evidence that could be gathered, there was 
every re ison to believe the forms of animal life five thousand 
yeirs ago were practically the same a-> they were now. If 
there were no other means of knowing anything abmt the 
history of animal life, undoubtedly this experience, resting 
uj>*n a duration of five thousand years, would have fur¬ 
nished an apparently sufficient basis for a generalisation, 
tending to the conclusion that the forms of animal life had 
not changed during that period. Not only had that generalisation 
been made, but it had been concluded that the forms of animal 
life were unchangeable, a totally different proposition! the valid¬ 
ity of which rested, among other thing*, on the proportion 
between our actual experience, supposing it to extend over that 
time,and our possible experience of tbeduration of life on the globe. 
It would, he thought, be absolutely impossible for any of them, 
however good their vision, to say froaf actual observation of the 
hour hand of a watch for four seconds that it had moved during that 
interval, and in point of fact the space over which it would move 
was so minute as to be indiscernible, even through a magnifying 
glass. Yet they knew very well that it had moved, and if they 
watched it for four or five minutes, the evidence of its movement 
would be perfectly obvious, even to the naked eye. They would 


observe, therefore, that a period of observation which extended 
over the nine-hundredth part of an hour, would give them no 
conception from which it would be possible to draw a 
conclusion as to what had happened during the total period* 
Now geologists told them that the whole depth and extent of the 
fossiliferous rocks, which composed a considerable portion of the 
earth's crust, represented a period of time at least one thousand 
times as great as the historical period. That was a point upon 
which there could be no room for hesitation. Hence it 
followed that when they acquainted themselves with the suc¬ 
cession of animal forms which were embedded at different depths 
in the earth's crust, they did exactly what the observer of a watch 
did when he kept his eyes fixed on it, not for four seconds but 
for an hour, in which latter ca*e the movement was not only 
conspicuous, but such as commonly served to indicate the lapse of 
time. If that analogy held good, the slow procession of events 
which might be absolutely indiscernible in the course of 5,000 
years, would become obvious and plain when the period of ol>- 
serration was extended to a thousand times that period. And 
that was exactly what happened, for if they went back in the 
series of stratified rocks they found the genus nautilus, which in 
the present day was represented by one or two species, repre¬ 
sented in the long period of its history by many other 
species. As far back as the Upper Silurian formation the 
genus nautilus was represented by an abundant number of 
.shells fabricated by animals having all the essential peculiarities 
which he had described. In the geological specimens before 
him, and which were taken from the rich collection in the 
Woodwardian Museum, there were forms of nautili which no 
one doubted were to all intents and purposes the same in their 
general structure an the pearly nautilus of the present day, 
although they were at least 5,000,000 years old. Now came 
the main question ; were those nautili whose history extended 
back through such a prodigious range of time identical in character 
with the modern species ? So far as he knew there was nothing 
in the nature of things to show why a succession of generations 
which remained unchanged through 5,ooo years should not re¬ 
main so for 50,000 or 50,000,000 years. The facts, how¬ 
ever, showed that there had been rather more than too dis¬ 
tinct species of nautilus, each having as good a title to be called 
a species as Nautilus potnptfius itself. No one of these species 
haa endured for more than a portion of the duration of the whole 
genus, and many species had existed contemporaneously, those 
species, however, except perhaps two, were now extinct, so that 
now they were brought face to face with the heart of the ques¬ 
tion : by what hypothesis could they account for those pheno¬ 
mena ? They were driven into hypothesis of some kind or other, 
because it was impossible to have any evidence of contemporary 
witnesses of facts which went so far back into the past So faT 
aa he knew there were only two possible alternative hypotheses 
by which they could pretend to account for those facts. One of 
these hypotheses was what he ventured to call the hypothesis of 
construction. That hypothc -is was that every one of those species 
was put together. It was making a needlessdifficulty to suppose 
that each species came out of nothing, because they knew that 
the body or the nautilus was made up of materials which were 
familiar to them in an inorganic state on the earth’s surface'; so 
that by the hypothesis of construction some agency had put 
together those materials a hundred times, or so during the period 
that had elapsed from the formation of the Silurian rocks to the 
present day, as an artist constructed his work, or as a mechanician 
put together the parts of his machine. That was one hypothesis. 
For his part, he had not a word to say a priori against the pOi* 
sibility of that hypothesis. I( was certainly conceivable and 
therefore, according to Hume’s maxim, it was possible. 
But they must bring it, like alt other hypotheses, to the test of 
facts and inquire how far it rtood that test. He thought the 
by pot he is of construction presented two large and almost in¬ 
superable difficulties The one was that it was absolutely opposed 
to everything that they had received traditionally concerning the 
origin of animal forms, and the second was that it was no less 
opposed to every doctrine which might reasonably be held upon 
ound< of sane science. It stood to rea on and common sense 
at they could have recourse only to those causes for the 
assumption of which there was some ground of analogy. The 
business of science would be extre<uely easy, if for every event 
one were permitted to invent special causes having no analogy in 
nature. The difficulty of science was in tracing every event to 
those causes which were in present operation. That difficulty 
was being so constantly overcome that it had become a canon ot 
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physical science no lees than it was a canon of historical science 
that speculation should confine Itself to construing past events by 
the analogy of those of the present time* The hypothesis of con* 
struction^seemed to him unacceptable, because it led them into 
contravention of tradition on the one side aud into contravention 
of Scientific logic on the other. The only other alternative hypo¬ 
thesis was that of evolution, which meant that the different forms 
of animal life had not arisen independently of each other in the 
great sweep of past time, bat that the one had proceeded from 
the other ; and that that which had happened In the course of 
past ages had been analogous to that whicn took place daily and 
hourly in the case of the individual. That was to .-ay that just 
as at the present day in the course of individual development the 
lower ana simple forms, in virtue of the properties which were 
inherent in them, passed step by step by the establishment of 
small successive differences into the higher and more complicated 
forms, ko, in the case of past ages, that which constituted the 
stock of the whole ancestry had advanced grade by grade and 
step by step until it had attained the degree of complexity which 
was seen at the present day, No objection could be brought 
against this hypothesis on the ground of analogy, because in 
putting it forward they were not bringing in any Kind of causa¬ 
tion which vras not abundantly operative at the present time, 
The question was whether the history of the globe in past time 
coincided with this hypothesis, and to that point he would next 
address himself. What did they find if they considered the 
whole series of these forms ? Unquestionably, as he had said, 
nautili were found as far back as the Upper Silurian age. Before 
that time there were no nautili, but there were shells of the 
Orthoctratidiz —of which there were magnificent examples before 
him—which resembled those of the nautili in that they were 
chambered, siphoned, &c., with the last chamber of such a size 
that it obvioudy sheltered the body of the animal. He thought 
no one .could doubt that the creatures which fabricated these 
still earlier shells were substantially rimilar to the nautili, although 
their shells were straight, just as a nautilus shell would be if it 
were pulled out from a helix into a cone. Then came the forms 
known as the cyrtouras, which were slightly curved. Along with 
these they bad the other forms which were on the table, and in 
which the shell began to grow spiral. The next that came were 
forms of nautilus, which differed from the nautilus of to-day in 
that the septa were like watch-glasses, ami that the whorls did 


not overlap one another. In the next series, 


to the 


lat$r palaeozoic strata, the shell was closely coiled and the septa 
began to be a little wavy, and the whorls began to overlap one 
another. And this process was continued in later forms, down 
to that of the present day. Looking broadly at the main changes 
which the nautilus stock underwent, changes parallel with thoie 
which Were followed by the individual nautHus in the course of its 
development, he considered that there could be no doubt that they 
were justified in the hypothesis that the causes at work were the 
same in both cases, and that the inherent faculty, or power, or 
whatever else it might be called, which determined the successive 
changes of the nautilus after it had been hatched, had been 
operative throughout the whole continuous series of existence of 
the genus from its earliest appearances in the later Silurian rocks 
up to the present day. What the whole question, in whatever 
way it might be put, came to, was this: Successive generations of 
animals were so many cycles of evolution that succeeded one 
another. Within the historical period, there was no doubt that, 
speaking roughly, those succeeding cycles had been identical, that 
was to say, without discernible difference. But when the period 
of observation became proportional to the slow rate of cnange 
they found# so to speak, that the hour hand had moved; 
for# in the successive cycles of evolution which had occupied 
the whole period, successive cycles had differed from one another 
to a slight extent. If they might assume that, then the whole of 
the phenomena of palaeontology would fall Into order and 
iatelfigifailfty. If not, they had to adopt an hypothesis which, as 
he hod pointed out, had no support in tradition, and which was 
absolutely contradicted by every sound canon of scientific re* 
search. This was his case for evolution, which he rested wholly 
upon arguments of the kind he had adduced. From the time 
when he first read Charles Darwin's 14 Origin of Species," now 
some twenty-four years ago, hie mind had fixed itself upon the 
tenth chapter of that book, which treated of the succession of 
fenu i* geological times, for ft appeared to him that that was 
the hey or the position ; that if die doctrine of evolution was 
correct, the facts of palaeontology, as soon as they became suffi- 
oteariy known, must bear it out and verify it in every particular. 


On the other hand, he believed that, if the facts of palaeontology 
or the historical facts of life on the globe were against evolution, 
then all the rest of the argumentation in its favour would be vain 
and empty, because the difficulty of adopting it would be in that 
case absolutely insuperable. He would venture to repeat that 
the occurrence of evolution was a question of history. He did 
not know whether Sir Henry Maine was not more competent to 
speak on that point than he was. It was a question as to whether 
they would interpret the facts of animated nature scientifically, 
or whether they would open the door to every description of 
hypothetical vagary. He came to the conclusion that that uas 
a point worth testing in every possible way, and for some twenty 
years he had given what leisure he had been able to beg, borrow, 
or sometimes steal, to the investigation of these questions. He 
had endeavoured to ascertain for himself how the doctrine ot 
evolution fitted with the facts of palaeontology.with regard to the 
higher vertebrated animals, and with regard to the chief varieties 
of invertebrate animals, and all he could tell them was that the 
farther his own investigations bad gone, the more complete bad 
appeared to be the coincidence between the facts of palaeontology 
and the requirements of the doctrine of evolution. The conclu¬ 
sion he had come to was that at which every competent person 
who had undertaken a similar inquiry had arrived, and if they 
would pay attention to the writings of such men as Gaudry, 
Rutimeyer, Marsh, Cope, and others, who had added ma¬ 
terials upon which to form a judgment such as were not 
dreamt or when Darwin first wrote, they would find that they 
all without hesitation attached themselves to the doctrine of 
evolution as the only key to the enigma. In deciding the issue 
be tween the two hypotheses, serious inquirers would not trouble 
themselves about any collateral points as to the how and the w hy, 
or as to any of the subordinate points at issue. He thought he 
was entitled to entreat those who by their calling or by their 
position in society, or by the fact that they possessed any in¬ 
fluence, might be led to express an opinion upon this matter, to 
look into the arguments which formed the foundation of the case 
for evolution. Happily, he might address that recommendation 
to members of the University of Cambridge with a perfectly 
good conscience, for at this present time he knew not where in 
the world any one could find better means of passing through all 
those preliminary studies which were essential to a comprehension 
of this great question, or where any one could find more amply 
displayed the means of testing the arguments which he had 
laid before them. He ventured to say that the members of 
this University were without excuse if they gave opinions on 
this question of evolution without having prepared themselves, by 
as diligent study as they would for the purpose of approaching 
questions of literary or theological criticism, to express an opinion 
upon it. These w ere the considerations which, he had wished 
to set before them that day. It would be understood that they 
would not suffice to enable any one to form a judgment upon the 
doctrine of evolution, but he hoped that they hod sufficed, brief 
and insufficient as they were, to show that if judgment on this 
question was to be worth anything intellectually, if it was to be 
creditable to the moral sense of those who formed it, it would 
first be necessary that the facts should be clearly comprehended, 
and that the conclusion—whatever it might be—should be one 
which right reason would admit might be justly and perfectly 
connected with the facts. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Oxford. —The term that has just concluded has been chiefly 
noticeable for the interest drawn towards Oriental studies in the 
University by the building of the new Indian Institute. The 
visit of the Prince of Wales to the Chancellor of the University 
served to draw national attention to the work which Oxford, and 
especially Bahiol College, has undertaken in reject to the 
training of the selected candidates for the Indian Civil Service. 
In spite of the failure of the late attempt to induce the Uni¬ 
versity to relax its rule requiring three years' residence as a quali¬ 
fication for a B. A. degree in the case of the Indian Civil Servants, 
a considerable proportion of the selected candidates come into 
residence at the University; Balliol, by providing teachers and 
tutors in Oriental subjects, attracts by far the greatest number. 

With the exception of two debates there has been little excite¬ 
ment diiring the term in the Convocation House. The two 
questions that roused general interest were, first, the proposal that 
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examiners in the Pass Schools should allow merit in one subject 
to compensate for a deficiency in another; and secondly, the 
decree to grant to,coo/, to Prof. Burdon Sanderson for the 
equipment of the new Physiological Laboratories. In the first 
debate the proposal was pnly carried by the casting vote of the 
Vice-Chancellor, and some doubt has since been raised on the 
qualification of one of the voters. In the second dehate the 
opponents of vivisection, allied with those who oppose any large 
expenditure by the University on economic grounds, sought to 
throw out the decree and force the University to make special 
provision ogainst the Professor experimenting on living animals, 
Prof. Burdon Sanderson in his speech disclaimed any intention 
of introducing vivisection into bis coun-es or demonstrations, but 
declared that he would experiment on living animals in his own 
researches if he deemed it necessary for the discovery of truth. 
The decree w as earned in a large house by 88 votes to 8$. 

The Commemoration In the Sheldonian Theatre passed off 
with less uproar this year. Among the recipients of honorary 
degrees Lord Rayleigh and Sir Frederick Abel represented 
Science. 

In November next Balliol and Christ Church will hold ex¬ 
aminations for electing to Natural Science Scholarships, The 
subjects at both colleges will be Chemistry, Physics, and Biology, 
with an essay and an optional paper in Mathematics, 

Cambridge.— The Senior Wrangler in the Mat he maticnlTripOtt 
(PartsI.and II.)is Mr. Mathews, of St. John’s College; Mr.Gallop 
is second ; Mr. Lachlan, third; Messrs. Chcvallier and A. N. 
Whitehead, bracketed fourth—all of Trinity College. One lady, 
Miss Perrin, of Girton, is placed between the 20th and 2ist 
Wranglers. Three ladies are senior optimes j one is junior 
optime. 

The Special Board for Mathematics have recommended that 
the Smith's Prize be awarded for tlie best essay on any subject 
in Mathematics or Natural Philosophy, to be sent in about a 
year and a half after the candidates are of standing for Parts 
£. and II. of the Mathematical Tripos ; and that the adjudicators 
be”the Vice-Chancellor, the Mathematical Professor?, and the 
Cavendish Professor. 

Prof. Foster has given notice of a revision class in Physiology 
during the Long Vacation, to be held at the Phy*iolog cat 
Laboi atory. 

The proposed regulations for the Balfour Fund have been 
formally adopted by the senate. 

The annual report of the Observatory states that, owing to 
the great progress made with the zone observations it has been 
pospible to give much attention to the comets of recent years, and 
important contributions to the computations of their orbits have 
been made by the Observatory. 

The General Board of Studies have published their re¬ 
commendations with regard to new teachers, buildings, and 
appliances, and it is at once evident that several times the 
whole amount of the new income of the University could readily 
be spent in supplyi- g the distinct wants of the several depart¬ 
ments. They confine their recommendations ns to Readerships 
within narrow limits owing to the extreme pressure upon Univer¬ 
sity Funds, but they recommend the appointment of the present 
Readers in Indian Law, Classical Archaeology, and Talmudic 
Literature as University Readers at 300/., not 400 /, rs proposed 
by the Statutes, a Reader in Comparative Philology at 300/, and 
a Reader in Botany at 100/. a year, tenable with a College 
Lectureship. As to University Lecturers, that is College Lec¬ 
turers who throw open some of their lectures to the University 
and give advanced lectures, they recommend, as regards 
Medicine, four University Lecturers ; Mathematics, five ; Biology 
—one in Botany, one in Zoology ; three in Physiology ; two at 
least in Geology ; and others in other departments. 

More Demonstrators, the senior to be better paid than at 
present, are further recommended to be appointed in various 
departments of Natural Sciences, 

The appointment of a Professor of Pathology rs again pressed 
■ M urgent; provision to be made for % temporary laboratory, 

As to buildings, the Board have placted among urgent require¬ 
ments the extension of the buildings for Physiology and Com¬ 
parative Anatomy, Chemistry, Botany, Mechanism, and for 
Geology, to be partly supplied by the Sedgwick Memorial Fund. 
As extra to the latter fund, 10,000/. is asked. 

A special grant of 500/. for physiological apparatus is reoom- 
mended. h urther, the Museum and Lecture Rooms require at 


least 350/. more annually from the new funds, in addition to jeo/, 
asked for from the ordinary income of the chest, 

The cost of a chemical laboratory is provisionally estimated at 
15,000/., and the purchase Of Prof, Stuart’s plant, with which he 
has at his ow n risk developed the flourishing school of engineer* 
ing in the University, at 2,500/. 'then permanent buildings for 
the school of Mechanism w ould cost 3,500/. more. 

The recommendations of the General Board, after sifting and 
reducing the recommendations of the Special Boards, w ill entail 
annual charges of 4,360/,, in addition to at least 2,500/. required 
by new professorships or new elections to existing professorships. 

Capital exjumriture will be required for buildings 31,300/., 
and for special grants other than building, 4,810/. ; but it is pro¬ 
posed to borrow for these purposes. The Board have been 
informed that the special sum (500/.) asked for physiological 
apparatus will be provided by the liberality of a private donor 
who wishes to remain anonymous. 

No voting can take place on these proposals till next term. 

The special reports, on which the detailed Report of the 
General Board of Studies is founded, contain much interesting 
information about the present state of Natural Science studies 
in the University. 

The Medical Board ask for provision for teaching in Medical 
Jurisprudence, Sanitary Science, Mental Diseases, and Elemen¬ 
tary Medical and Surgical Methods. The number of students at 
present is about 200. 

The report of the Classical Board contains an elaborate account 
of the present provision for studying Philology, Antiquities, 
Ancient Art, Topography, &c. which we cannot here reproduce. 

The Board of Oriental Studies a^k for University Lectures in 
Hebrew and Sanskrit, and for a Reader in Syriac, and that the 
Lord Almoner’s Professor of Arabic be secured, if possible, at a 
resident professor by the augmentation of his stipend. They also 
urge the importance of establishing teaching in the departments 
of Egyptology and Assyriology. 

The Mathematical Board estimate the resident students for 
Mathematical Honours as 1 etween 300 and 400. There arc 
thirty-four College Lecturers in Mathematics, much of whose 
time is occupied in preparing candidates for the pass exami¬ 
nations. It will be impossible to secure adequate teaching of 
the subjects of Part III. of the Mathematical Tripos unless at 
least University Lecturers are appointed, and the Board ask for 
five at 50/. a year, two courses of advanced, lectures being 
required from each lecturer every year. 

The Board for Physics and Chemistry In addition to the 
laborstoiy claims prers for additional means of catechetical 
teaching m ChemUtry and instruction in Technical Electricity ; in 
Mechanism a Superintendent of the Workshops, and in Minera¬ 
logy a Curator of the Museum. The number of students In 
Chemistry in the University is nearly 200 ; in Physics (Cavendish 
Moratory only), average for last two years, 54; Mechanism 42; 
Mineralogy 9. 

The Board urge the advisability of Colleges permitting their 
lecturers in Chemistry and Physics to lecture in the University 
lecture rooms and laboratories, to allow more efficient organi¬ 
sation of teaching, as well as economy in expenses. 

Lord Rayleigh asked for 600/. additional for Demonstrators in 
Physics, but the General Board of Studies have only recom¬ 
mended 2204 to be granted. 

Professor Stuart’s workshop has not more than half rap- 
ported itself by fees of students as yet, but by employing the 
workmen in the manufacture of apparatus, 4 cc., for other 
University departments after their hours of teaching, he has made 
a profit sufficient to pay the deficit, except the cost of demon* 
strators. A superintendent of the workshops is absolutely 
necessary if the University keep up the school of Engineering* 
and a demonstrator in each deportment. Thus the Professor 
would not as now, be required to teach in the workshops and act 
as general manager as well as demonstrator, A considerably 
larger foundry is required, os the department has proved most 
useful. 

The Board for Biology and Geology recommend the appoint* 
ment of a Professor of Animal Morphology, and, failing this, 
three University Lecturers in this subject, one of whom shaU 
direct the laboratory. 

In relation to Physiology, Dr. Foster made an elaborate re¬ 
port, describing the organisation ot, afid work done in* hie 
laboratory. He asked for a head demonstrator and four 
demonstrators. As to advanced lectures, mention was made of 
the very largely unpaid work undertaken by Dr, Geskell {entirely 
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unpaid), and Messrs. Langley and Lea, and University recog¬ 
nition of their work was asked for. Elementary Biology and 
Physiology of the Senses were also mentioned as needing a 
special lecturer. 

With regard to Botany, teaching in Vegetable Morphology 
and in Physiology is urgently required, with lecture rooms and 

laboratories. 

It is further asked that University teachers be eventually ap¬ 
pointed in Agriculture, Anthropology, Geography, Metallurgy, 
and Mining. 

Iri Geology it is pointed out that since Prof Bonney left Cam¬ 
bridge, no College has given any assistance towards geological 
teaching, and that Ur. Roberts and the other demonstrators have 
received no University or College payments for tbc continued 
work they have done in lecturing and demonstrating. 

Hie average number of students at present in the various 
departments of Biology and Geology is—Botany, 80 ; Geology, 
40; Zoology, 75; Physiology, X20; Homan Anatomy, 100 
each term. 

Donald MacAlistcr, M.I)., M. IJ. , Fell iw and Medical Lec¬ 
turer of St. John’s College, Cambridge, was on Thursday, 
June 14, elected a meml>er of the Council of the College. 

The following awards have been made at St. John’s College 
for proficiency in Natural Science:—Foundation Scholarships to 
Andrews, Kerr, Phillips (R.W.); Exhibitions to Goodman 
(already Scholar), Cooke, (E. IT.), Fenton, Jones (H. K,), 
Watts; a Proper Sizarship to Gepp. Goodman obtains a 
Wright’s Prize with augmentation of emoluments to loo/., and a 
Hughes’ Prize, as one of the two most distinguished third-year 
students in the College. The Open Exhibition was awarded to 
Rogers. 

Mr. ]. V. Jones, Principal of Firth College, Sheffield, has 
been elected by the Council to be the first Principal of the 
University College for South Wales and Monmouthshire. 

SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

London 

Royal Society, May 24,—“The Effects of Temperature 
on the Electromotive Force and Resistance of Batteries, 11 .” By 
William Henry Preece, F.R.S. 

In the discussion on the previous paper read on February 22, 
1883, it was suggested that observations should be made on the 
influence of temperature to the case of secondary batteries. One 
of Mr. Tribe’s cells was used. 

The negative element of this cell consisted of pure peroxide of 
lend in the form of a plate 4 inches square carried in a groived 
frame, from one end of which projected the necessary conductor. 
This element was placed between two plates of finely divided 
lead likewise 4 inches square. These were joined together, 
and formed the positive element of the cell. Each half of the 
positive plate was about a quarter of an inch distant from the 
negative, and all three plates were incused in a thin specially 
prepared fabric. The elements were contained in a leaden 
ca^, and the liquid was sulphuric acid of the strengths given 
In the various experiments. This cell was plaoed inside the 
cylindrical copper vessel used in the previous experiments, and 
precisely the same method of observation was adopted. The 
influence of heat on secondary cells was the same in kind os in 
the Daniel! cell, but it differs very much in degree. The electro¬ 
motive force practically remains constant for all degrees of tem¬ 
perature, but the internal resistance diminishes as the tempera¬ 
ture increases at a very steady rate, increasing again as the 
temperature is lowered. The effect of varying the percentage of 
add in solution is not very marked, though as might have been 
anticipated from Kohlrauech’s obsecrations, the 30 per cent, 
proportion gives the lowest resistance. The mean average 
reduction in resistance between o'* and roo° C., is 59*6 per cent. 

Chemical Society, June 7.—Dr. Perkin, president, in the 
chair,—Th* following papers were readLaboratory notes by 
L H, Gladstone and A, Tribe t (1) On the action of light and 
heat on cane and invert sugars; cane sugar solution, when 
heated, farms a small quantity of a substance which is not alco- 
hdb but which gives the iodoform reaction, (a) On hydroxyla- 
mbte; the copper zinc couple reduces thii substance, ammonia 
befog formed. (3) On the recovery of mine from organic 
tefllcfo residues j the residues are poore i on to an excess of the 


couple, and the iodide of tins formed, extracted with hot water; 
iodine is obtained in the free state by the action of hydrochloric 
acid and bleaching powder on the iodide. (4) A residual pheno¬ 
menon of the electrolysis of oil of vitriol; the formation of 
Bert helot’s persulphuric acid was noted. (5) On an alleged test 
for alcohol; Davy suggests that alcohol can be detected by the 
blue colour produced with a warm solution of molybdic 
anhydrid in oil of vitriol. The authors find that other reducing 
substances and sugar give the same reaction. (6) Reaction or 
the couple on nitric oxide ; ammonia is formed, but no protoxide* 
(7) On the reducing action of spongy lead.—Note on a basic 
ammonio-copper sulphate, by S. U. Pickering.—Notes on Loew 
and Bokorny s researches on the probable aldehydic nature of 
albumin, by A. B. Griffiths.—Note on the action of sulphuric 
acid, sp. gr. I ‘84, upon potassium iodide, by H. Jackson. The 
author has investigated this reaction quantitatively ; he finds that 
two reactions occur, one with an excess of sulphuric acid when 
iodine and sulphur dioxide are formed ; the second when just 
sufficient sulphuric acid is used to satisfy the jjotasrium iodide ; 
iodine and sulphuretted hydrogen ore then liberated.—The action 
of nitrous anhydride on glycerin, by O. Masson. The author 
obtained the trinitrite of glyceryl; it is an amber-coloured liquid 
boiling at 150°, burns wire a white flame, but does not explode 
under the hammer. It is decomposed by water, and cannot be 
preserved. In sealed tubes it generates sufficient gas to shatter 
the glass. 

Linnean Society, June 7.—Sir John Lubbock, Bart., 
president, in the chair.—Mr. R. J. Clarke and Mr. Frank 
Matthews were elected Fellows of the Society.—Mr. W. T, 
Tlmelton Dyer exhibited a series of Copals : some from Inhatn- 
bane, near Mozambique, the product of Copaifera Gorskiantt of 
various sorts, with a melting point from 310° lo 360° Fahr.; 
others from Lagos (obtained by Capt. Moloney), used by the 
uatives for burning, and powdered by the women as a body 
perfume. These last are supposed to be from a species of 
Daniellia , the native name being 11 Ogea.’*—Mr. Hiem drew 
attention to specimens of Quercus Ilex, var. Eordii , from 
Barnstaple, Devon, showing remarkable alteration in the leaves 
after pruning. There was exhibited for Mr. Stansfield R. Rake 
a burdock leaf with numerous excrescences, supposed to be the 
result of insect irritation.—Mr. G. Murray exhibited specimens 
of dace killed by the fungus disease ( Saprole^nta /wax), the 
result of inoculation, and said to be the first recorded experi¬ 
mental proof of the communicability of the disease to those fish. 
—Dr. Oobbold showed shrimps sent by Dr. Burge of Shanghai. 
They contained immature flukes, which it was thought might 
prove to be the larval state of one or other of the three species 
of human fluke known to infest man in ea>tern countries. He 
proposed to call the parasite Cercaria Burgd, —A paper was 
read by Mr. H. N. Ridley, on new and rare monocotylcdonous 
plants from Madagascar, amon^ which may be mentioned species 
of Drimia hitherto only known from Africa, several curious 
orchids, one remarkable for possessing only one or two very 
large, handsome green, white, and purple flowers. Of Cyperaceee 
one form well known as an Indian plant, another of the genus 
Fintelmannia , supposed to be confined to Brazil; he also de¬ 
scribes a new genus, Actiulus % allied in some respects to 
Cryptangtum .—A communication was read from Mr. George 
Lewis, on Japan Brenthidre and notes of their habits, These 
beetles form part of the collection made by the author in his 
visit to Japan during the summers of i88p-8i. He observe* 
that there is no geographical barrier sufficient to exclude 
tropical forms from Japan, but their environment, when they 
reach it, prevents them from establishing themselves, to any 
great extent at least, in the northern parts. In the southern 
islands of the Japanese Archipelago the warmer climate enables 
a fiur number of beetles of a truly tropical type to exist The 
fact that each genus is only represented by one species neverthe¬ 
less points to some physical check in their spread and numbers. 
A new genus, Iligmius^ Is characterised, and several species of 
this and other ge iera described and illustrated.—Mr. T. H. 
Cony read a paper on the fertilisation of the Asclepiads, chiefly 
beanng out views noticed on a former occasion.—A short record 
of observations on the White Ants (Termites) of Rangoon, by 
Dr, Robert Romanis, was reed by the Secretary. He details 
what he saw in what may be termed the swarming of a nest 
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Royal Society, June 4*—Mr. Thomas Gray, vice-president, 
in the chair.—Mr. Buchan read a second paper on the oscilla*. 
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' tions of the barometer, the conclusions of which were based 
largely on the Challinger observations* It appeared that the 
greatest diurnal oscillation occurred in regions over the sea 
Where the air was very moist, being least indeed in those oceanic 
regions north and south of the equator where the average height 
of the barometer was greatest; whereas over land the contrary 
was the case, the greatest oscillations occurring where the air 
was driest. The explanation given was that over the ocean, 
whose surface changes very slightly in temperature through¬ 
out a whole day, the main effect results from the direct heating 
of the air and its contained moisture ; while over the land the 
effect due to surface changes preponderates, being less, of course, 
the better the air acts as a screen to the solar rays, that is, the 
moister it is. Mr. Buchan then proceeded to account for the 
double maximum in the diurnal oscillations of the barometer. 
Beginning at six o’clock in the morning, an hour at which sn 
general the barometer shows its daily mean, we find that the first 
effect of the sun is to heat the air, which lends to expand and 
rise. This tendency is of c mrse somewhat resisted, so that the 
pressure is in the first instance increased; but by and by this 
resistance is overcome, the air flows freely upwards, the morning 
maximum is l eached, and the pressure begins to fall. Afier noon 
this diminution in pressure is accelerated by the cooling of the 
air, for the same reason that the first effect of heating is to 
increase the pressure. Hence the barometer falls to its after¬ 
noon minimum. But as this is going on the region to the 
west is in its turn being heated, and an eastward movement of 
air overhead takes place towards the first locality, arresting the 
diminution of pressure, and then bringing it to a second maxi¬ 
mum. This action, however, ceases as midnight comes on, the 
cooling of the air tieing then left to have its own effect, and the 
pressure falling to its .second minimum till the approach of the 
sun on the east makes itself felt, and the same cycle of opera¬ 
tions begins again. The modifications introduced by social 
conditions, such as the distribution of land and water, ware also 
discussed, and explanations given of the retardation in certain 
places of the maxima and minima in time, and of the very slight, 
almost imperceptible, second minimum which in such cases fre¬ 
quently is found.—In presenting the last report of the Boulder 
Committee, Mr. Milne llomc, the convener, intimated that the 
Committee purposed giving a general report in a form in which 
it could be readily compared with the British Association reports. 
—Mr, W. E. Hoyle read a paper on a new Entozoon from the 
mesentery of Proteles erntatus (Spnirman). It is closely allied 
to Pentastomum Dicsingii described by Van Bcneden, belonging 
indeed to the same genus, bat distinguished by its size, the number 
of its segments, and a slight difference in shape. The most curious 
point in its anatomy is that when the animal is encyBted in the 
mesentery of its host the cirrus-sac is empty, and there is a 
stoppage in the vas deferens. The name proposed for the para¬ 
site is P. PtoUlis . 

Mathematical Society, June 8.—Mr. J. S. Mackay, 
F.R.S.E., president, in thechair, —Mr. Thomas Muir, F.K.S.E., 
communicated some mathematical notes of interest to teachers 
and a new proof of Prof. Tait’s problem of arrangement,—-Mr. 
A. Y. Fraser read a paper on the fundamental notions of the 
differential calculus; and Dr. C. G. Knott, F.R.S.E., discussed 
the singularities of plane curves. 

Berlin 

Physiological Society, May n.—Prof, Brieger reported on 
the further results of hi** study of the violent poisons formed by 
decomposition of animal bodies. In continuation of the com¬ 
munication he made a short time ago to the Society he described 
the process by which he had obtained from decomposing masses 
of flesh a substance which crystallised in acicular forms, and 
which he obtained by repeated crystallisation in such a degree of 
purity that he was able to analyse it. It afforded the empirical 
composition C 6 H u N„H 1 C 1 b , and consequently was a hydrochloric 
salt of a new base, which did not in its constitution resemble any 
known combination. This diamin-base had no longer the toxic 
properties of the extracts of the decomposition products. It 
was extremely easily decomposed, and could only be prepared 
from decomposing meat, and could neither be obtained in the 
later stages of putrescence nor from decomposing fibrin or other 
albuminous substances. Neither could it be demonstrated to be 
a constituent of meat, A second substance was obtained from 
the mother-liquor that remained after the crystallisation of the 
di am in-salt. This body, after purification by recrystoUisation, 
showed the composition of C$H U NCL This base proved to be 


a very virulent poison; i mg. in solution injected subcutaneously 
into a rabbit very soon produced the set of symptoms charac¬ 
teristic of fish-poison, ut. salivation, quickened respiration, and 
diarrhoea, followed in a short time by death in oonvulsions. 
Even afier the isolation of these exceedingly poisonous bases the 
mother-liquor contained other bases which have as yet not been 
more closely studied, and which belong to the group denomin 
ated by Prof. Brieger, 41 peptotoxine. They are more or le-s 
poisonous in their aciion upon the living organism, are decom¬ 
posed with extraordinary facility, and are not only formed in 
the first stages of decomposition of masses of flesh, but are also 
contained in neurin in peptones—Dr, George Hoppe-Seyler, 
who was present as a visitor, reported the results of the experi¬ 
ments that he made, starting on the basis of the chemical rela¬ 
tion of nitrophenylpropiolic acid to indigo, which wai studied by 
Herr Baeyer, in order to determine the physiological action of 
this acid, hoping thus to advance a step in the comprehension 
of the formation of indol and oxindol in the living organism. 
He found that oxind d appeared in the urine of rabbits into 
whose stomachs he had introduced solutions of nitrophenolpro- 
piolate of soda, the animal in the meantime evincing no morbid 
symptom. When the solution was subcutaneously injected, 
blood appeared in the urine along with the oxindol, and when 
the treatment was continued for tome time the constitution of 
the rabbits was injuriously affected so that they finally died, 
without, however, manifesting any characteristic symptoms. 
Dogs behaved quite otherwise when even a third port of that 
which the rabbits bore without inconvenience was introduced 
into their stomachs, increasing quantities of albumen and sugar 
appeared in their urine, and the animals succumbed to emacia¬ 
tion and lo-s of power. This very remarkable difference in the 
action of nitrophenylpropiolic acid on dog* and rabbits was not 
conditioned by the different diet, because when rabbits were 
driven to take to albuminous diet, by inanition or milk diet, until 
the reaction of the urine was acid, or when, on the other hand, 
the urine in dogs was made alkaline by giving them acetate of 
soda, the differences of the action remained unaltered, and 
their study promises a key to the comprehension of the origin of 
albuminuria and glycosuria. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 1883 


THE LINKS OF THE ANIMAL 
WORLD 

Les Enchainements du Monde Animal dans les Temps 

Gkologiques. Fossiles Printnires . Par Albert Gaudry, 

Frofesseur de Paldontologie au Musdum d'Histoire 

Naturelle. (Paris : F. Savy, 1883.) 

GAUDRY, a distinguished palaeontologist, con- 
• tributcd five years ago a very interesting volume 
on the important and much debated question of the 
mammalia of the Tertiary epoch (see Nature, vol. xviii. 
P* 537 )- The volume which he now publishes relates to 
the same qucrstio vexaia, but takes into consideration 
only the fossils that are to be found in primary strata. 
The author's proposed task is the same in both cases ; he 
undertakes to find the links and connections that may 
exist between the animals which have successively or 
simultaneously inhabited the lands and seas of past 
epochs. 

A great deal has been written on the transform!sm- theory 
of Lamarck and Darwin, and it must be expected that 
much more will be written. One of the principal objec¬ 
tions made to it is that if man is really the descendant of 
the ape, and the ape that of other mammalia, if, generally, 
there exist links between all animals, living and extinct, 
so that all animals trace their origin to a common 
ancestor, how is it that no link really exists between man 
and ape, or between fish and frog, or between vertebrate 
and invertebrate? Embryological considerations, it is 
said, show a real connection between very different 
animals: a frog for instance is a fish for some time during 
its youth, and amphioxus looks very much like an 
ascidian. 

But, notwithstanding numerous arguments to support 
Laiftarck’s theory, no transformist can show any species 
gradually losing its peculiar characters to acquire new 
ones belonging to another species, and thus transforming 
itself. However similar the dog may be to the wolf, no 
one has found any dead nor living animal or skeleton 
which might as well be ascribed to wolf as to dog, and 
therefore be considered as being the link between the 
two. One may say exactly as much concerning the ex¬ 
tinct species; there H no gradual and imperceptible 
passage from one to another. Moreover, the first animals 
that lived on this earth are not, by any means, those that 
one may consider as inferior and degraded. 

M. Gaudry in the first pages of his work states very 
clearly that he prefers the theory according to which links 
do exist between the extinct animals of different groups, 
but he does not show that facts support it yet very 
strongly. 

The opinion one 'may entertain as to this question 
being entirely dependent upon facts and the manner, of 
understanding them, let us now turn over the leaves of 
M. Gaudry'* book and see whether we can find in it some 
Ann support to Lamarck's and Darwin’s theories. 

According to J. Barrande's numerations the number of 
the species contained in the Silurian strata, comprising 
the Cambrian, Is the following *— 
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Spades. 

Sponges and Protozoa 

. *53 

Corals . 

. 7*8 

Echmodermata . 

. 588 

Worms . 

. <8 S 

Trilobites . 

. *589 

Other Crustaceans ... 

. 348 

Bryozoans ... 

. 478 

brachiopods . 

. * 5«7 

LamelHbranchs 

. 1086 

Heteropods and Pteropods 

. 390 

Gastcropods... 

. *316 

Cephalopoda 

. 1622 

Fishes . 

. 40 

Of uncertain relations ... 

. 4 

10,074 


Thus, in the first of the primary strata nearly all the in¬ 
vertebrates are to be found—excepting insects—and the 
first vertebrate animals appear. 

Generally speaking, and leaving Eosoon canadense and 
Arckctosphcerina out of the question, worms are the 
oldest fossils to be found in the Silurian strata. It is so 
in England (Caerfay), in Scandinavia, in France, in 
Bohemia (Przibram), in America (St. John). In Russia, 
Crustaceans (Obolus) are the first fossils found. It must 
be therefore acknowledged that life has not begun on 
earth with the lowest forms. M. Gaudry, it must also be 
said, does not believe that such has been the case. M. 
Gaudry's principal aim is to show that, for instance, all 
Polyzoa somewhat resemble each other, and that the 
species are so very similar that the links between them are 
evident; but he does not pretend to show the relations 
between Worms and Crustaceans for instance, and try to 
find links between them. 

M. Gaudry shows easily enough that, according to 
Nicholson's, Verrirs, and Moseley's views, the arrange¬ 
ment and classification of Polyp corals, Zoantharia, 
Tubipora, Tabulata, and Rugosa is a very difficult thing 
inasmuch as by some points of their anatomy the 
species under consideration should come in one group, 
and by others come in another group. The same thing 
may be said of Echinoderms. 

Between Starfishes and Crinoids there are many links ; 
others exist between Sea-urchins and Starfish, and Holo- 
thurians. As concerns Brachiopods, M. Gaudry remarks 
that the oldest species of animal on earth is the Lingula, 
so abundantly found in the Lingula Flags of the English 
Silurian. It exists to this day, being the best example of 
u fine old age " yet recorded. Links between the various 
genera of Brachiopods are not yet very firmly established. 
Mr. Davidson is opposed to the idea, but Mr. N. Glass's 
(of Manchester) researches give on the contrary some 
support to it, by showing how much the arms of the 
Brachiopods vary and differ in different animals of the 
same species. Mr, Davidson says that it is often very 
difficult to ascertain exactly the species of the individuals. 
Though not having seen, generally speaking, a great 
number of individuals of the Same species, I may say 
however that of about twenty Atrypa reticularis often 
seen and handled by myself in one of the Parisian geo¬ 
logical collections, not two were strictly alike, I have no 
doubt that the same is true of all, or at least most, 
species. 
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Of Mollusks and Crustaceans, M. Gaudry says what 
he has already said of Brachiopods and other animals. 
As Dr, Woodward remarks, although Trilobites are 
always easily distinguishable from other Crustaceans 
(extinct, of course), one wonders at the astonishing 
variety afforded by this group of animals. 

Let us pass over the Mollusks to see what M. Gaudry 
Says of fishes and other Vertebrates. 

Fishes begin in the Upper Silurian strata; they are 
abundant enough in the Ludlow beds (Pteraspis), and in 
the Downton grit (bone-bed—Pteraspis, Thelodus, Plec- 
trodus, and Ctenacanthus). The fishes of the first ages 
of our globe were very singular animals ; for instance, 
Didymaspis grindrodi wore on the back a scutum very 
much like that of a queer little Crustacean- at present 
very abundant in some places around Paris—named Apu$ 
productus . Pterichthys wore a yet stranger scutum which 
has been ascribed to insects, to Crustaceans, and to 
turtles before one could understand its meaning; it was 
incased in a bony helmet, and its fore-fins were also 
incased in a similar envelope, somewhat like the limbs 
of a crayfish or a lobster. Those primary fishes were 
sometimes devoid of a vertebral column, and nothing 
simitar to these animals can be found among the living 
species. It must be therefore conceded that some links 
are missing, or that they have not existed. 

As to Reptiles, they begin after fishes, in the Carbonife¬ 
rous and Permian strata, at the same time that Batrachia 
appear. The first of these, Pro triton petrolei , has been 
discovered by M. Gaudry in the Permian strata of Autun, 
in France. PUuronoura pellatii , Branchiosaurus , A pa- 
tern, , and many others resemble somewhat the Protriton, 
and M. Gaudry remarks that these little animals are 
generally abundant in the same strata where Labyrintho- 
dontt and similar animals are to be found. It may be 
that some of them are young Labyrinthodonts. Among 
ReptilU M. Gaudry seems inclined to consider Archego- 
saurus and Actinodon as the primitive type They had 
no real vertebral column, the brain was imperfectly deve¬ 
loped, and the limbs were rather imperfect. It is easy to 
perceive, by careful study of other Reptilia, that they 
differ from these only very slightly in some cases. 

M. Gaudry comes to the following general con¬ 
clusions 

There are certainly links between the Silurian, De¬ 
vonian, Carboniferous, and Permian species, and links 
exist between these and the actually living species of the 
same groups. Primary Foraminifera, for instance, are 
very similar to the actual species of our seas and oceans. 
This is true also of Brachiopods, Polyps, MolLusks, and 
Trilobites, but less so of Echinodermata. Brachiopods 
perhaps flustrate this general theory best, since they are, 
of all animal groups, the only one that has lasted from 
the beginning of animal life (Lower Silurian) to the 
present day. 

As tfOmalius d’Halloy says, u It is scarcely credible 
that the Almighty Being whom I consider as the Author 
of Nature has, at different times, killed all living'animals, 
to give himself the pleasure of creating new animals, 
which, very similar to the preceding ones, present suc¬ 
cessive differences, and display a marked tendency to 
Wend with the actually living forms/* 

Henry de Varigny 


COLIN CLOUTS CALENDAR 

Colin Clout's Calendar; The Record of a Summer, April* 

October , By Grant Allen. (London; Chatto and 

Windus, 1883.) 

F all the writers in this country who seek to render 
the facts and the theories of modem science attrac¬ 
tive to the general public, Mr. Grant Allen ]$ in our opinion 
among the most successful. Wc know that he does not 
profess to be in any serious manner an original investi¬ 
gator of these facts, and we are far from being always 
ready to accept his theories; but in most of his writings 
we meet with a characteristic ingenuity of thought, and 
perhaps a still more characteristic grace of style, which 
together render his essays the most entertaining in the 
kind of literature to which they belong. 

It has recently been said in these columns, with express 
reference to Mr. Allen, that this kind of literature does 
more harm than good to the cause of science and to the 
advancement of the theory of evolution. But here, we 
think, the most that can be fairly said is that his zeal 
may sometimes be in danger of outrunning his discretion, 
so inducing him to trespass upon the domain of scientific 
questions which a more technical biologist would feel 
to be precarious ground. We should remember, how¬ 
ever, that the function of a popular writer is to make 
his material attractive to the general reader, and if 
he succeeds in doing this for science, we think that he 
deserves to be encouraged by scientific men, even if they 
find that in running somewhat too fast over the grounds 
of theory he occasionally trips over matters of fact Now, 
as we have said, Mr. Allen, considered as a literary man, 
is certainly a man of unusual ability, and he devotes his 
ability to diffusing an interest in biology among readers 
of periodical literature, who certainly could not be reached 
by any less attractive means. Moreover, he is a man of 
originality, both as regards thin'ring and observing, and 
if he were to devote less time to spreading out the sweets 
of science for popular consumption, there can be littfe 
doubt that he might do good work in collecting them. 

But, be this as it may, we think that there should be 
no difference of opinion touching the service which Mr. 
Allen has rendered in his own province, even if we do 
not all go so far as to say with Mr. Wallace that be 
(t certainly stands at the head of living writers as a 
popular exponent of the evolution theory." The bode 
which we have now to notice is restricted to this province,, 
and in its main features resembles those previous 
volumes which from time to time have been favourably 
reviewed in these pages. It consists of thirty-nine shd*t 
papers republished from the St, James's Gazette, the 
greater number of which are devoted to botanical sub¬ 
jects. As the title of the collection suggests, these papers 
embody a number of observations and reflections on the 
natural history of plants and animals commonly met with 
in English country life; and as the essays are written in. 
the least technical and most graphic language, they might 
be read with profit by all who take any intelligent interest 
in these things. 

We may now give a few quotations, whichwiB serve to 
show the general nature of the book 

* But what is most interesting of all about the butter - 
wort is the fact that it is peculiarly adapted for attracting 




insects from two distinct points of view—for food) and as 
fertilisers. While % lays itself out to catch and eat 
miscellaneous small dies with its gummy leaves, it also 
lays itself out to allure bees with its comparatively large 
and handsome mask-shaped flowers. ♦ . . Why should 
these totally distinct plants [butterwort and sUndewJ, 
living in precisely similar circumstances, have acquired 
this curious and uncanny habit of catching and devouring 
live flies ? Clearly, there must be some good reason for 
the practice: the more so as all other insect-eating plants 
—Venus's fly-traps, side-saddle flowers, pitcher-plants, 
bladderworts, and so forth—are invariably denizens of 
damp watery places, rooting as a rule in moist moss or 
decaying loose vegetation. Now, in such situations it is 
difficult or impossible for them to obtain those materials 
from the soil which are usually supplied by constant 
relays of animal manure; and under such circumstances, 
where the roots have no access to decaying animal 
matter, those plants would flourish best which most 
utilised every -crap of such matter that happened to fall 
upon their open leaves.” 

“ The bird which came northward at the close of the 
glacial period, to inhabit the now thawed plains of 
northern Europe, much as the American partridge might 
take possession of Greenland if all its glaciers were to 
clear away in a more genial era, was doubtless a more 
or less southern and temperate type of grouse-kind. 
Coming into Britain, it would soon be entirely isolated 
from all its allies elsewhere; for it is of course a poor 
flyer for distance, and it inhabits only the northerly or 
westerly parts of our island which lie furthest from the 
Continent, separated from Holland and Scandinavia by 
a wide sea. Here it could not fail to be subjected to 
special conditions, differing greatly from those of the 
European mainland, partly in the equable insular climate, 
partly in the nature of the vegetation, and partly in the 
absence of many mammalian foes or competitors. These 
conditions would be likely first to affect the colouring and 
marking of the feathers, the spots on the bill, the naked 
scarlet patch about the eye, and so forth : for we know 
that even freer-flying birds in the south, which cross often 
With Continental varieties, tend slightly to v&ry in such 
ornamental points; and a very isolated group like the red 
grouse would be far more likely to vary in similar direc¬ 
tions. Meanwhile, the main branch of the family, sepa¬ 
rated on the great continents from this slightly divergent 
group, would probably acquire the habit of changing its 
plumage in winter among the snows of the north, by stress 
of natural selection, just as the Arctic fox and so many 
other northern animals have done ; for in a uniform white 
surface any variation of colour is far more certain to be 
spotted and cut off than in a many-coloured and diversified 
environment. Thus it would seem probable that the 
Scotch grouse has slowly become accommodated to the 
heather, among which it is so hard to discover ; while 
the willow-grouse has grown to resemble the snow in 
winter, and the barer grounds of its northern feeding- 
places in the short Scandinavian and Icelandic summer, 

“ If this be so, we must regard both birds as slightly 
divergent descendants of a common ancestor, from which, 
however, our grouse has varied less than its Continental 
congener. Of course, It is just possible that the common 
ancestor bad already acquired the habit of changing its 
coat in Vinter before the divergence took place; and if 
so, then it is the Scotch grouse which has altered most i 
but this is Its* probable, because the usefulness of the 
change would certainly be felt even in a Scotch winter, 
and the White suit Is not, therefore, likely ever to have 
been lost when once acquired Though the winter is not 
severe enough to Scotland to make such a change of coat 
inevitable where it does not efetady exist, it is yet quite 
severe enough to preserve the habit in animals which 
have onceucquired it, as we see in the case of the Varying 
hate, a mature which in colder ages spread over the 


whole of northern Europe, and which stiU holds its own 
among the chillier portions of the Scotch Highlands. 
Hence we may reasonably Infer that if our grouse had 
ever possessed a winter coat it would have always retained 
it for an alternative dress, as the ptarmigan still does In 
the selfsame latitudes. Accordingly, analogy seems to 
point to the conclusion that the Scotch grouse is a truly 
native breed, slightly altered by the conditions of its 
insular habitat from a closely allied Continental species, 
whose representatives elsewhere have now all assumed 
the guise of Scandinavian willow-grouse. In other words, 
the two isolated groups into which the species has split 
up have altered each in its own way, but the Continental 
variety has moved faster away from the primitive type 
than its British congener.” 

But in thus recommending Mr Allen’s latest work, we 
do not wish to appear unduly tolerant of inaccuracy. All 
we should wish to say is that, assuming Mr. Alien or any 
other expositor of science to be an amateur not thoroughly 
versed in technical matters, and therefore liable to foil 
into technical errors, we do not feel on this account that 
he need be precluded from publishing his observations 
and his theories for whatever they may be worth. Sooner 
or later these are sure to be duly winnowed, and even 
though they may contain more chaff than Mr. Allen has 
been in the habit of presenting, they may also contain 
some seeds of germinative value. 

George J. Romanes 


AGRICULTURE IN INDIA 
Field and Garden Crops of the North- Western Provinces 
and Oudh . Part 1 . With illustrations. By J. F. 

Duthie, B.A., Superintendent of the Saharanpur 
Botanical Gardens, and J. B. Fuller, Assistant Director 
of Agricultuie and Commerce, North-West Provinces 
and Oudh. (Printed at the Thomason Civil Engi¬ 
neering College Press, 1882.) 

T HIS brochure is the first of a short series in which it 
is proposed to describe the cultivated products of 
the North-West Provinces of India. With the exception 
of an introduction of considerable length, treating gene¬ 
rally of the physical, social, and agricultural peculiarities 
of the North-Western Provinces, the volume is chiefly 
devoted to a description of farm crops. Many of these, 
such as wheat, barley, oats, maize, hemp, tobacco, millet, 
and poppy, are as familiar to European cultivators as to 
Asiatics. Others, such as opium, rice, sugar-cane, and 
cotton, betoken the tropical nature of at least a portion 
of the season. The botanical descriptions of the various 
crops are contributed by Mr. Puthie in the usual language 
of the text-books, affordinglittle room for original remark 
of any kind. By far the greater portion of the work has 
been compiled from the reports of Settlement Officers 
and other Government records, or contributed by Mr. 
Fuller* The agricultural information is of a highly 
interesting character, and the illustrations are particularly 
excellent. The work is, however, in a manner disfigured 
and rendered obscure by the peculiar views of the authors 
as to the first rule of arithmetic* Sixty-seven miiliots, 
&c*, are expressed as 6,79,06^96, and six millions, &c>, as 
64,96,567. Ten millions, &c», are written in figures as 
1,09,57,837. This principle of notation renders the sta¬ 
tistical portion of the work difficult to follow, and it is not 
easy to see why it has been adopted. 
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The text is not free from remarks betokening a want 
of knowledge as to the progress of research on certain 
points. When, for example, treating of the enemies 
which affect the wheat crop, the author (presumably Mr, 
Fuller) writes as follows “ But by far the most extra¬ 
ordinary disease to which wheat is liable is $ekwan } in 
which the young wheat-grains are found to be filled with 
minute worms . . . The most extraordinary fact con¬ 
nected with this disease is, however, that the worms can 
retain their vitality for a long time,” &c. A footnote is 
then added as follows :—“ Since the above was written, 
the worms have been identified as belonging to the order 
Nematoidea , and are apparently Of the genus Tylenchus ” ! 
This is really too gross and wilful ignorance. The well- 
known and often-described “pepper brand 1 ' or u ear- 
cockle ” attributable to the Vibrio tritici, now known as 
the Tylenchus tritici y is paraded as a “most extraordinary” 
disease, the precise nature of which has been ascer¬ 
tained “ since the above was written.” If such is the fact, 
the figures 1882 should be withdrawn from the title-page, 
and 1828 be substituted in their place, Neither do the 
authors appear to be at home in treating of the varieties 
of the cultivated plants. The varieties of rice, we are 
told, are more numerous and more strongly marked than 
those of any other crop. Forty-seven distinct varieties 
are announced, in support of this statement, as existing 
in Bareilly, although the writer proceeds somewhat 
naively to add, “ Probably in the Provinces their number 
considerably exceeds 100.’' Now, as 300 varieties of 
wheat have been propagated by one naturalist, the forty- 
seven varieties of rice do not strike us as bearing out the 
statement as to the extraordinary variability of the 
plant. 

Another point we cannot forbear to notice is the evident 
carelessness on the part of the authors as to whether 
their work should be understood by Englishmen in Eng¬ 
land. What is a " lakh," a ** maund," or a “ seer ” ? In 
vain we look for an English equivalent, and yet it is 
“maunds” per acre which are constantly spoken of, and 
which we long to translate into bushels or some intelli¬ 
gible unit of measure or weight. Viewing the volume as 
a whole, we cannot but pronounce it interesting and read¬ 
able, The introduction is especially rich in information 
regarding the climate, irrigation, and cultivation of the 
North-West Provinces, a vast district comprising, in the 
quaint method of enumerating employed by the authors, 
6,79,06,496 acres. 

An alluvial soil and a climate by which the year is 
divided into two complete seasons certainly are condi¬ 
tions highly favourable to vegetation and to agriculture, 
la the colder season, wheat, barley, and oats are brought 
to perfection, while in the kharif, or hot season, rice, 
cotton, sugar-cane, and maize thrive. Not only do these 
highly-favoured provinces enjoy a temperate an da tropical 
climate, but each half of the year is again divided into 
two definite sub-seasons fitted for producing crops pe¬ 
culiar to it. We cannot but wonder whether the strange 
cUmatal vagaries to which the western world has latterly 
been exposed have disturbed the pleasant division of the 
year into kharif and rati in the North-West Provinces of 
India; but on this point our authors are Silent 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents* Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of, rejected manuscripts, 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their Utters 
as short as possible . The pressure on his space is so grout 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting ana novel facts.] 

Aurorae of October a and November 17, 188a 

The article of Mr. Rand Capron in the philosophical Maga 1* 
tine on the aurora of November 17, 1882, bos proved to me that 
my observation of that phenomenon has not been without value, 
but it appears that Mr. Capron has been obliged to consult a 
not quite accurate abstract or translation of my description which 
I inserted in the Utrecht Journal; it was from lack of time 
that 1 did not immediately bend translations of it to foreign 
periodicals. 

Perhaps you will still be so kind as to admit into Nature a 
translation of both my articles on the aurora? of October 2 and 
of November 17 ; they were written immediately after observing 
the phenomenon. J. A, C. OuDEMANS 

Utrecht, June 9 

Translation of *thc Article in the “Utrecht Journal *’ of October 3, 

Yesterday evening, between seven and eight o’clock, there ap¬ 
peared here a brilliant aurora. Before seven there was visible a 
white arc running from west to east. This arc grew clearer and 
clearer, and rose slowly, till at 7h. 5m. (mean time) there eman¬ 
ated brilliant beams from its whole circumference. 

At 7h. 10m. there rose also a bright column from the east- 
north-east, which phenomenon was repeated now and then also 
from the west. 

In the southern part of the sky a magnificent sight was the 
large white spots, looking like brightly illuminated white clouds, 
but proving by their variable brilliancy to be no clouds, but to 
be connected with the auroral light. At 7h. 15 m. such a large 
white spot was just before Aquila, i.e. north of the equator, but 
the spots showed a movement to the south, so that at 7h, 30m. 
the zone formed by them was some degrees south of the equator. 

At 7b. 42m. there arose a large beam through the quadrangle 
of Ursa Major to /8 Ursa Minoris ; this beam moved to the west, 
and was dissolved a few minutes afterwards. 

At 7h, 50m. there appeared again a cloudy patch in Aquila. 

At 7b. 54m, a brilliant shooting star descended almost vertically 
from the space between Lyra and the Dragon through Hercules $ 
this observation wa«, however, not made with accuracy. 

At 8h. the last cloudy patches in the south vanished; in the 
north also 1 saw no more upward radiating beams. 

Long afterwards the auroral light remained visible in the 
north. After 8h. 30m. I did not longer look for the pheno¬ 
menon ; it seemed to me to have come to an end, 

Utrecht, October 3, 1882 J. A. C. O, 

Translation of the Article in the “ Utrecht Journal” of November 
18, 1882 

Yesterday we had again a brilliant aurora, differing entirely ia 
its details from that of October 2, 

In the east as well as in the west there appeared at 6h. 
time a red gleam like that of a distant fire. Both these extended 
red patches were united through the north by an arc much re¬ 
sembling that which appeared in the aurora of October %. The 
splendid vertical beams remarked on that occasion were now 
fewer in number and not so intense; they were of the red* 
dish hue as the above-mentioned patches visible in the east and 
in the west. 

_ At 6b. 23m. there appeared suddenly in the east a bright 
featherhke 1 appearance, which in the beginning showed 
some rMemblMce to a comet; the end of It ww exact!, 
above Aldebaran. In no more than two minutes th jy feather 
had lengthened over an arc that passed above Saturn, through 
the quadrangle of Pegasus, and south of the Aquila sta*v 35 
as the front or western end proceeded, the eastern end followed; 
With the aid of a star-map we see that the ire, covered tuettea* 
aively by this featherlike appearance, whs elevated ao® above the 

did trot mu thtt th* baidm or«d(ttww« 


John Wrightson 
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celestial equator, and that its intersections with that equator had 
R.A. I icr and 390°, The horizon was intersected by this arc 
about 18* N« offi. and *8° S. of W., t.t. in two ppints situated 
nearly 90* from the magnetic meridian (Mr R. Capron cites 20 9 
erroneously ,* a repeated calculation gives me 18 0 14' N. of E). 

When the arc was visible over more than 90° (which lasted no 
longer than a few seconds), its middle part, having a breadth of 
about 3°, was separated by a dark rift, io 6 long and J 9 broad, 
sharp at both ends. 

At 6h. 95m. the whole arc bod vanished. 

At 6h. 97m. a bundle of red rays appeared between Ursa 
Major and Ursa Minor ; it extended from Polaris to y Ursae 
Minoris, i.e, over a width of almost 20 degrees; this bundle 
moved steadily to the west, just as had lien the case with 
several vertical beams of the former aurora. 

At 6b. 30m. clouds began to appear In different parts of the 
sky 1 first in Auriga, in the E.N.E.; a moment afterwards 
another in Aries. In the beginning it was not evident if they 
were clouds or auroral phenomena, but they proved soon to be 
clouds floating off southwards by the north wind. 

The aurora had now lost much of its splendour ; I noted v till 
a few beams, viz. :— 

At 6h. 32*5111. a beam about io° east of Polaris ; at 6h, 33m. 
the red beam, di i covered at 6b, 27m., had so far shifted to the 
west that it went through the head of the Dragon ; at 6h. 37m. 
there was still a faint beam extending from a Corona (visible in 
the twilight) to Vega, which stood higher and more to the 
south. 

At 6h. 38m. there was a white band between a Auriga and 
a Persci; I was not sure if it was auroral or a cloud. 

At 6h. 40m. there appeared two new very broad beams in the 
north-west. 

Now the east becomes more and more covered ; from the 
north to the we^t there extends itself a whitish glow to n height 
of 40 degrees ; in the north-east this glow is much feebler and 
lower; therefore I estimate it as not higher than from 20 to 30 
degrees. It flows off very indistinctly. The polar light seemed 
now to have passed its greatest intensity ; the observations were 
no longer continued, 

A part of the night a white auroral light remained still visible 
over the northern sky ; at gh. the sky was entirely overcast. 

At midnight it was clear again, and the whole northern sky 
was always covered by an auroral light; I am told that it was 
still there at 5I1. in the morning. 

It is said to have been then in the north-west, of a purple 
colour, In the north-east more pale yellow. J. A. C. 0 . 

Utrecht, November 18, 1883 


Effects of Lightning 

Perhaps your readers will be interested in the following re¬ 
markable incident of the action of lightning which has just 
occurred at the village of Great Lumley, near Chest«r-le-S(reet, 
in Durham. 

A severe thunderstorm passed over the valley of the Wear on 
Saturday, Tune 9. Great Lumley is situated on the top of an 
elevated plateau on the east side of this valley, and its houses 
are conspicuously exposed to the weather. At about n a.m., 
during the progress of the storm, an old stone house w ith steep 
pontikd roof, known as the “Old Hall,” was struck by a thun¬ 
derbolt. The house is only of moderate height, having three low 
stories; but it U on some of the highest ground in the village, and 
is also one of the loftiest houses therein. It is on the south side 
of the principal street forming the village, and it has two gable 
ends, which are, however, partially concealed at their lower 
portions by lower houses joining on. There is a yard in rear of 
the "Old Hall,” separating it by a few yards from some smaller 
wnwes^mostly inhabited by pitmen. The coal lies about seven¬ 
teen fathoms below the surface, and there are several pits in the 
nrighbourhood. 

The principal damage done to the house Is in the interval 
woodwork,; wit a hole has also been made in the tiled roof, the 
tipper courses of a brick chinsbey-etack built over the centre 
of a brick partition wall which divides the budding info two 
separate dwelling-houses .have been thrown down, and some 
bfepken bricks and tiles were hurled as far as sixty feet distant 
to the southward. The building Is about 300 years Old, and is 
externally in * rather dilapidated condition. The masonry is 
tough sandstone rubble, the surface of which has in pieces been 
men disintegrated by age and weather* The building is Lord 


Durham's property, and is let in tenements. At the time of the 
accident the whole of its eastern dwelling-house was unfurnished 
and uninhabited. This was where the principal injuries were 
effected. The western compartment Is occupied ; and the inmates 
were knocked down by the concussion, various pieces of furniture 
being also damaged by the same cause; but nothing serious 
occurred. The building, being so old, has also experienced 
considerable damage externally from the tremendous concussion 
which appears to have accompanied the explosion of the thun¬ 
derbolt. Loose tiles and stones have been dislodged ; an old 
wooden frame in a window-opening in the loft at the east gable 
has been thrown to the ground below, and a considerable patch 
of surface masonry immediately above the window-opening has 
been shaken down, Falling bricks and stones have also made some 
holes in adjoining roofs; and the signs of injury shown by all 
these cau-es led the people in the adjacent houses to believe 
that these damages constituted the extent of the harm done by 
the explosion. I inspected the scene just three days after the 
event. The eastern and unused portion of the “Old Hall” had 
not then been examined internally, and the doors were still 
locked. 

On visiting the interior I found that gjeat injury had been 
done to a wooden rafter of the roof, close to the hole already men¬ 
tioned ; to a wooden upright post resting on the second floor and 
supporting this rafter ; and to a wooden girder and joist sustain¬ 
ing the foot of the post. The plaster on the walls adjacent to 
the post and girder was also torn off; but below the first 
floor no certain trace of the explosion could be found. The 
damaged rafter is on the south side of the roof, and the nearest 
one on the cast of the chimney. Its scantling is 6 inches broad 
by 3 inches deep ; and at about one*third of its length from the 
eaves it is supported by a longitudinal purlin (on a level with 
the floor of the loft), and also (just inside the purlin) by the 
upright post already mentioned. From the level of the upper 
side of the purlin, for a length of about 6 feet upwards, the 
rafter is completely shivered, and two large pieces are tom out 
of it. One, the lower piece, is 3 feet 6 inches long, 3 inches 
wide, and about ifc inch deep. This has been cut very neatly 
out of the west side of the under face of the rafter, leaving the 
new under face almost smooth; and the lower end of the fear 
thus formed is scooped out in a dovetailed form flush with the 
horizontal top of the adjacent purlin. No broken pieces corre¬ 
sponding to this scar could be found anywhere about the small 
loft ; but some very small splinters of wood were discovered on 
the floor to the northeast of the rent rafter and in the direction 
of the window-opening already mentioned. This latter was 
quite open to the outer air when the accident happened, and im¬ 
mediately after it occurred numerous small splinters of wood 
were found in the yard to the eastward of the opening. These 
had evidently been blown out of it with the old window frame. 
Some were found against a low wall horizontally distant 63 feet 
from the opening. These splinters were not visible when I 
arrived, as they had at once been secured for firewood by the spec¬ 
tator* ; but I brought away one of the fragments found on the 
loft floor. Its fibres are quite dissevered from each other, as if 
the wood had been completely permeated along their direction by 
the force of the explosion. The other f car in tne rafter is cut out 
of the under face on the east side, partly alongside the first scar, 
but extending higher up and ending just under the hole in the 
roof tiles already mentioned. This second scar is 3 feet Jong 
by 4 inches by about 2 inches, and two pieces of wood were 
found lying on the loft floor about 8 feet distant to the north¬ 
east, which exactly fitted this scar. The hole through the roof 
is made at a point where a small iron nail fixed a lath (for the 
tiles) to the rafter. 

The upright po*t underneath the rafter has a scantling of 8 
inches by 3 inches; it is split and torn right up from its foot at the 
second floor (the next floor below the loft) to its junction with 
the rafter, to which it was fixed by several 24-inch iron naik 
The exact joint between the principal splits in the post and 
rafter seemed to be at the position of one of these nails, which 
was almost laid bare. I brought this nail away. Its upper tv 0- 
thirds is quite rusty, whilst Its lowest third (nearest the point) is 
clean and, in minute place*, nearly bright. A heavy piece mea¬ 
suring 7 feet 6 inches by 6 indies by about 3 inches was torn 
clean off the north-west angle of this uptight, and was found 
lying on the second floor about 3 feet off to the northward. The 
upright forms an angle post on the east side of a sort of dormer 
i or porch projscting out of the south aide of the roof, and 
1 formerly giving access from the outside to the second floor by a 
| step-ladder, The latter, however, had disappeared shortly 
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before the accident occurred, having (as I understood) fallen 
down from age. The upright is split vertically in two oboes, 
one (where the piece was rent off) following exactly the line of 
the small iron nails which fixed the laths (for the wall plaster) to 
the upright, and the other about a inches to the east of this line. 
At this east split the outer portion of the upright is forced out¬ 
wards about 4 inches from the centre portion, and all but sepa¬ 
rated from it. Along the Kne of the first split the lath nails are 
forced out of the upright, and the lath ends pushed outwards, 
and some broken off. A great patch of the plaster that covered 
them (the centre of it being about 4 feet above the floor) is torn 
off and thrown violently against the north wall of the building 
on the opposite side of the room 21 feet distant. The wall is 
dotted (high and low) with white powdery marks, and the floor 
at the foot of it is covered with broken and powdered plaster, as 
also Is (more or less) the space of intervening floor. The splits 


traces of the explosion; and no metal of any kind was visible. 
In this connection it may he mentioned that there ware no 
eaves-gutters, rain-water pipes, or metals of any sort on the out¬ 
side of the house or on the roof. 


piece is minutely fretted in a curious manner. In the bottom of 
the rent off piece (which comprised the greater part of the sec¬ 
tional area of the post at this end) were three or four 2 J-inch 
iron nails, probably used for fixing the post to the floor. These 
appeared to be driven and bent into the wood ; there was no 
sign of fusing on them, and the surtace of the floor immediately 
underneath the bottom of the post was not in the slightest 
degree damaged, so far as could be detected. On each aide of 
the slight brickwork forming the east wall of the dormer or 
porch, a small patch of plaster (about 6 inches square or so) 
was broken off close to the floor, and about 3 feet southward of 
the post, but no other marks attributable to the explosion (and 
these small patches might have been due only to the concussion) 
c^uld be discovered at the second floor. 

On entering the room below (on the first floor), which has no 
ceiling, it was found that the wooden girder (94 x 44), on which 
the post rested, had a splinter 16 inches long and about X inch 
square (on art average) tom horizontally off the east side of it, 

3 or 4 feat to the southward of the position of the bottom of the 
past, and about 6 feet from the south wall. The girder extends 
across the room, and rests on the north and south walls. Below 
the splinter, on the same girder, there was a horizontal crack, 
extending through the breadth of the girder, and proceeding 
about 8 feet along it northward, but stopping short of the posi¬ 
tion of the po t above. It seemed, however, possible that there 
might be yet another horizontal split in this girder close to the 
under side of the floor above, and extending right up to the 
position of the post. Along the west side of the girder is a 
shirt joist (7 inches by 3 inches) passing through the south wall, 
extending about 4 feet into the room, and fixed to the girder by 
three large iron trenails ; and ju^t below it there was some 
more slight woodwork bedded in the wall, and apparently rotten. 
This joist was farced out from the other about 1 inch, and had 
a horizontal split passing exactly along the line of the heads of 
the three trenails, and completely separating it into two layers 
A small piece of the rotten wood underneath (about 6 inch©*. by 
2 inches oy 4 inch) was broken off, and thrown about 4 feet into 
the room ou the floor to the north. An irregular patch of damp 
plaster about 4 feet by 18 inches, which had formerly concealed 
this rotten woodwork, was torn off, and most of it was (as in the 
room above) thrown hard against the opposite north wall, to 
which portions were still adhering. These portions are chiefly 
high up the wall, and near the floor above. Some larger pieces 
were also spread over the intervening space. The wall where 
this plaster was torn off was almost saturated with moisture, and 
theplaster round the rent piece was quite wet and discoloured. 

There are ao certain traces of the thunderbolt vi ible on the 
outside of the south wall, where, however, it imst assuredly 
must have been present. The grotlnd at the foot showed no 
signs of rending. There was a small lean-to outhouse nearly 
below, the roof of which was damaged; but I was led to under¬ 
stand that this had been done before ; and os the place wa* 
locked, and my time wa* limited, 1 did not go in iae it. At 
the angle made by one of the side walls of this outhouse with 
the maLa building, and not far from a point vertically below the 
position of the end of the girder, was a wet pi ce of ground 
habitually used for emptying slops at; and this seemed by no 
moans an unlikely place for the thunderbolt to have originated. 
Here And there on the face of the dilapidated masonry some 
r 4 her new looking abrasions weie to be intent; but not even just 
abreast of the end of the girder couM I detect for certain any 


showed no symptoms of fusing; and, for oil the /races that were 
left by the strobe, it might have been quite unaccompanied by 
heat. The work of the explosion seems to have taken alto¬ 
gether the form of mechanical violence. The wood of the post, 
rafter, and girder is sound, dry, old fir, and this would teem 
peculiarly liable to be set on fire. 

The almost perpendicular bend that the course of the 
stroke seems to have taken from the girder to the posit 1# 
also very curious. That foe direction ana force of the stroke 
was upward appears to me a conclusion quite irresistible. 1 
have but little doubt in my own mind, from the traces left by 
the thunderbolt, that it sprang from the ground outside the 
building, at or near the wet south wall; passed up its outer face, 
entered the building through the wall at the rotten wood, ana 
passed through or close to the joist and girder; then, attracted 
by the nails iu the bottom of the post, it took a sudden turn 
upward (for there were no other marks of its course in the first 
floor room than tho.se described), cleft right through the heart of 
the post, altered its course obliquely to gouge out the lower part 
of the rafter as far as the small nail, broke through the tiles, 
knocked off the chi nney top, and thence rushed to join the 
complementary force that had already started from the thunder¬ 
cloud to meet it. A. PARNELL 

13, Windsor Terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne, June 14 


The Soaring Of Birds 

In Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 535, Lord Rayleigh gives what he 
suggests as a pwsible explanation of the soaring of “ pelicans 
and other large birds in Assam ** mentioned by Mr. 5 . E. Peak 
My own observations correspond so exactly with the theory ad* 
vanced that I venture to give them for whatever they may be 
worth. 

I have never indeed observed the flight of pelicans, but the 
Indian kite, the turkey buzzard, and perhaps all vultures, have 
the same habit of soaring in great circles. The sandhill crane, 
as it » commonly called in the United States, a large migratory 
crane, possesses this characteristic in a most remarkable degree. 
These birds will g.> soaring about for hours at an immense 
height, never seeming to move a pinion except once in a great 
while to steady themselves a little. They always move in irre¬ 
gular circles at such times, and there is always a drifting with 
the wind ; but at such a great distance above one it would be 
impossible by mere ordinary observation to detect the obliquity 
of the circles if it existed. 

A short time since, however, I had a fine opportunity of wit¬ 
nessing the soaring of some kites ; the advantageous circmn* 
stances being that they were not far away, and that I saw foetus 
commence when they were so low foat there was little ebanoe 
of being mistaken in what I Raw. I was sitting before an ope# 
window one day about eleven o’clock. There was a gentle brew 
blowing from the south-east at the time. Pre ently my attentionwaa 
attracted by several kites over the village to the north-west The 
motions of two in particular I followed for some time. After 
moving their wings to attain an elevation above the houses and 
trees they began soaring, and continued upward in this manner 
to a height of perhaps two thousand feet, apparently making no 
exertion with their wings except to steady themselves a Tittfo 
occasionally. The method of accomplishing this was evidently 
to circle away to leeward in a great curve which inclined down¬ 
ward a little, thus acquiring considerable momentum; then 


sideramy higher than the one from which the circle began* % 
the time the momentum was exhausted the bird was circling 
around again for another sweep to leeward. 

There was considerable drifting with foe wind, so foat in 
attaining an elevation of some two or three 'foottsaad feet foe 
birds had m >ved away nearly a quarter of a mfle. Their dd#*, 
sequent upward motion was iu an irregular spiral, the highest 
parts of the curves being off the windwatd side. 

Ongole, Iffdia, May 21 R, MSMtet 
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lU-ftatwer to H» inquiry of )wwr corre s pondent in 'toe last 
ma— tor *f Nattriv (p. tyjf I fc«f to tofom him that the 4*11* 
of the ftioceoe formation In the Mona tocve bore long timot 
invtotigntcd, as is shown by the great nod well-known work of 
Horan*, And Dt, Fischer Hu published a list of the fossil 
*heUa from the same formation at Rhodes, These suhapenxdae 
beds extend over the whole of the south of Europe, For many 
of those species which are still living I have given foe locali¬ 
ties of the Morea and Rhodes as For sfi in foe Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society, J. Gwyn Jeffreys 

June 25 

On the Chemical Characters of the Venom of Serpents 

Dr. Weir Mitchell calls my attention to an error in the 
brief notice which I wrote in Nature recently {vol. xxviii. p. 
114), on foe researches into foe chemical characters of snake 
poison conducted by him aid Dr. Rcicbart. It is that instead 
of ** They are unable to confirm the statement of Gautier of 
Paris that an alkaloid resembling a ptomaine exists in cobra 
poison j or that of Prof. Wolcott Gtbbs % that the poison of Crotalus 
yields an alkaloid ',’* it should be, “Prof. Wolcott Gibbs was 
unable to find an alkaloid.” J. Fayrek 

53, Wimpole Street, W., June 26 

Earthquake in South-Weet England 

I HAVE just felt and heard the shock of an earthquake. The 
trembling of the <arth was very great and the accompanying 
noise very loud, comparing it with one or two other slight shocks 
which I nave before experienced in tins district. I found the 
time to be 1.38 p.m. The time it lasted was several seconds. 
It was longer and louder than an ordinary clap of thunder when 
the lightning is not far off, A man reports that the slates of 
the cow-home were made to rattle. 

As 1 now write (2.7 p.m.) a second shock has been felt, a Utile 
leas severe. The veatner ia very calm, sky cfoudy. This place 
Is close to Dartmoor, on the westward side, about 500 feet above 
the sea-level. W. F. Collier 

Wocdtown, Horrabridge, S. Devon, June 25 

I beg to inform you of foe occurrence of two slight earthquake 
shocks here to-day, one shortly before 2 p.m., the ether near 
half an hour later. The direction of progress seemed to be from 
north-west to south-east—that is along the line of the deep and 
narrow valley. The tremor was sufficient to cause jangling of 
glass and earthenware, and of the slates covering the house. 
The ttstud rumbling noise accompanied foe shocks. 

Samuel Drew 

PenaUa Terrace, Bo' ca*tle, Cornwall, June 25 


ON WHALES, PAST AND PRESENT\ AND 
THEIR PROBABLE ORIGIN 1 

CEW natural groups present so many remarkable, very 
obvious, and easily appreciated illustrations of 
several of the most important general laws which appear 
to have determined the structure of animal bodies, as 
those selected for my lecture this evening. We shall find 
the effects of the two opposing forces—that of heredity or 
conformation to ancestral characters; and that of adapta¬ 
tion to changed environment, whether brought about by 
the method of natural selection or otherwise—distinctly 
written in almost every part of their structure. Scarcely 
anywhere in the anim«d Kingdom do We see so many cases 
of the persistence of rudimentary and apparently useless 
onpms, those marvellous and suggestive. phenomena 
at one time seemed hopeless enigmas, causing de- 
sfiftir to those who tried to unravel their meaning, looked 
opoh as mere wili-of^the-wisps, but now eagerly welcomed 
as beacons of true light, casting illuminating beams upon 
ttfe dark and Otherwise impenetrable paths through which 
Jh» organism has travdtea on fto way to reach the gdfcl of 
to present condition of wtifttmre. 



ft ia chiefly to these roriiinrlsry regaas sf theCetacea 
and to what we say learn from them that l propose to cati 
y«tr attention. In each out the question may well he 
asked, granted that they ane, as they appear to he, useless, 
or nearly so, to their present possessors, insignificant, im¬ 
perfect, in fact rudimentary , as compared with the corre¬ 
sponding or homologous parts of other animals, are they 
survivals, remnants of a past condition, become useless 
owing to change of circumstances and environment, and 
undergoing the process of gradual degeneration, prepara¬ 
tory to their final removal from an organism to which 
they "are only, in however small a degree, an incum¬ 
brance, or are they incipient structures, beginnings of 
what may in future become functional ana important parts 
of the economy ? These questions will call for an attempt 
at least at solution in each case as we proceed. 

Before entering upon details, it will be necessary to 
give some general idea of the position, limits, and princi¬ 
pal modifications of the group of animals from which the 
special illustrations will be drawn. The term *' whale ' J 
is commonly but vaguely applied to all the larger and 
middle-sized Cetacea, ana though such smaller species as 
the dolphins and porpoises are not usually spoken of as 
whales, they may to all intents and purposes of zoological 
science be included in the term, and will come within the 
range of the present subject. Taken all together the 
Cetacea constitute a perfectly distinct and natural order 
of mammals, characterised by their purely aquatic mode 
of life and external fishlike form. The body is fusiform, 
passing anteriorly into the head without any distinct con¬ 
striction or neck, and posteriorly tapering off gradually 
towards the extremity of the tail, which is provided with 
a pair of lateral pointed expansions of skin supported by 
dense fibrous tissue, called “flukes, 1 * forming together a 
horizontally-placed, triangular propelling organ. The 
forelimbs are reduced to the condition of flattened ovoid 
paddles, incased in a continuous integument, showing no 
external sign of division into arm, forearm, and hand, or 
of separate digits, and without any trace of nails. There 
are no vestiges of hind-limbs visible externally. The 
general surface of the body is smooth and glistening, and 
devoid of hair. In nearly all species a compressed 
median dorsal fin is present. The nostrils open sepa¬ 
rately or by a single crescentic valvular aperture, not at 
the extremity of the snout, but near the vertex. 

Animals of the order Cetacea abound in all known seas, 
and some species are inhabitants of the larger rivers of 
South America and Asia. Their organisation necessi¬ 
tates their life being passed entirely m the water, as on 
the land they are absolutely helpless; but they have to 
rise very frequently to the surface for the purpose of 
respiration. They are all predaceous, subsisting on living 
animal food of some kind. One genus alone (Orca) eats 
other warm-blooded animals, as seals and even members 
of its own order, both large and small. Some feed on 
fish, others on small floating Crustacea, pteropods, and 
medusae, while the staple food of many is constituted of 
the various species of Cephalopoda, chiefly Loligo and 
other Teuthicue, which must abound in some seas m vast 
numbers, as they form almost the entire support of some of 
the largest members of the order. With some exceptions 
the Cetacea generally are timid, inoffensive animals, active 
in their movements, sociable and gregarious in their 
habits. 

Among the existing members of the order there are two 
very distinct types—the Toothed Whales, or Odenteceit, 
and the Baleen Whales, of Mystacoctti^ which present 
throughout their organisation most markedly distinct 
structuralcharacters, and have in the existing state 0$ 
nature no transitional forms. The extinct Zcu^loden^ so 
far as its characters are known* does not foil into either 
of these groups as now constituted, but is in some respects 
intermediate, and in others more resembles the gene¬ 
ralised mammalian type. 
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The important and interesting problem of the origin of 
v hc Cetacea and their relations to other forms of life is at 
present involved in the greatest obscurity. They present 
no more signs of affinity with any of the lower classes of 
vertebrated animals than do many of the members of 
their own class. Indeed in all that essentially distin¬ 
guishes a mammal from one of the oviparous vertebrates, 
whether in the osseous, nervous, vascular, or reproductive 
systems, they are as truly mammalian as any, even the 
highest, members of the class. Any supposed signs of 
inferiority are, as we shall see, simply modifications in 
adaptation to their peculiar mode of life. Similar modi¬ 
fications are met with in another quite distinct group of 
mammalia, the Sirenia y and also, though in a less complete 
degree, in the aquatic Carnivora or seals. But these do not 
indicate any community of origin between these groups 
ind the Cetacea. In fact, in the present state of our 
knowledge, the Cetacea are absolutely isolated, and little 
satisfactory reason has ever been given for deriving them 
from any one of the existing divisions of the class more than 
from any other. The question has indeed often been 
mooted whether they have been derived from land 
mammals at all, or whether they may not be the survivors 
of a primitive aquatic form which was the ancestor not 
only of the whales ? but of all the other members of the 
class. The materials for—I will not say solving—but for 
throwing some light upon this problem, must be sought 
for in two regions—in the structure of the existing 
members of the order, and in its past history, as revealed 
by the discovery of fossil remains. In the present state 
of science it is chiefly on the former that we have to rely, 
and this therefore will first occupy our attention. 

One of the most obvious external characteristics by 
which the mammalia are distinguished from other classes 
of vertebrates ia the more or less complete clothing of 
the surface by the peculiar modification of epidermic 
tissue called hair. The Cetacea alone appear to be ex¬ 
ceptions to this generalisation. Their smooth, glistening 
exterior is, in the greater number of species, at all events 
in adult life, absolutely bare, though the want of a hairy 
covering is compensated for functionally by peculiar 
modifications of the structure of the skin itself, the epi¬ 
dermis being greatly thickened, and a remarkable layer 
of dense fat closely incorporated with the tissue of the 
derm or true skin ; modifications admirably adapted for 
retaining the warmth of the body, without any roughness 
of surface which might occasion friction and so interfere 
with perfect facility of gliding through the water. Close 
examination, however, shows that the mammalian charac¬ 
ter of hairiness is not entirely wanting in the Cetacea, 
although it is reduced to a most rudimentary and appar¬ 
ently functionless condition. Scattered, small, and gene¬ 
rally delicate hairs have been detected in many species, 
both of the toothed and of the whalebone whales, 
but never in any situation but on the face, either 
in a row along the upper lip, around the blowholes or 
on the chin, apparently representing the large, stiff 

vibrissae '' or u whiskers if found in corresponding situ¬ 
ations in many land mammals. In some cases these 
seem to persist throughout the life of the animal; more 
often they are only found in the young or even the foetal 
stite. In some species they have not been detected at 
any age. 

Eschricht and Reinhardt counted in a new bom Green¬ 
land Right Whale {Balana mysticetus) sixty-six hairs near 
the extremity of the upper jaw, and about fifty op each side 
of the lower lip, as well as a few around the blowholes, where 
they have also been seen in Mchapter a longimana and 
Balanoptera rostrata . In a large Rorqual {Balcenoptara 
musculus)) quite adult and sixty-seven feet in length, 
stranded in revensey Bay in 1865, there were twenty-five 
white, straight, stiff hairs about half an inch in length, 
scattered somewhat irregularly ort each side of the verti* 
cal ridge in which the chin terminated, extending over a 


space of nine inches in height and two and a half Inches 
in breadth. The existence of these rudimentary hairs 
must have some significance beyond any possible utility 
they may be to the animal. Perhaps some better ex- 

e anation may ultimately be found for them, but it must 
1 admitted that they are extremely suggestive that we 
have here a case of heredity or conformation to a type of 
ancestor with a full hairy clothing, just on the point of 
yielding to complete adaptation to the conditions in which 
whales now dwell. 

In the organs of the senses the Cetacea exhibit some 
remarkable adaptive modifications of structures essen¬ 
tially formed on the Mammalian type, and not on that 
characteristic of the truly aquatic Vertebrates, the fishes, 
which, if function were the only factor in the production 
of structure, they might be supposed to resemble. 

The modifications of the organs of sight do not so 
much affect the eyeball as the accessory apparatus. To 
an animal whose surface is always bathed with fluid, the 
complex arrangement which mammals generally possess 
for keeping the surface of the transparent cornea moist 
and protected, the movable lids, the nictitating mem¬ 
brane, the lacrymal gland, and the arrangements for 
collecting and removing the superfluous tears when they 
have served their function cannot be needed, and hence 
we find these parts in a most rudimentary condition or 
altogether absent. In the same way the organ of hearing 
in its essential structure is entirely mammalian, having 
not only the sacculi and semicircular canals common to 
all but the lowest vertebrates, but the cochlea, and tym- 
anic cavity with its ossicles and membrane, all, however, 
uried deep in the solid substance of the head ; while the 
parts specially belonging to terrestrial mammals, those 
which collect the vibrations of the sound travelling 
through air, the pinna and the tube which conveys it to 
the sentient structures within are entirely or practically 
wanting. Of the pinna or external fear there is no trace. 
The meatus auditorius is certainly there, reduced to a 
minute aperture in the skin like a hole made by the prick 
of a pin, and leading to a tube so fine and long that it 
cannot be a passage for either air or water, and therefore 
can have no appreciable function in connection with the 
organ of hearing, and must be classed with the other 
numerous rudimentary structures that whales exhibit. 

The organ of smell, when it exists, offers still more re¬ 
markable evidence of the origin of the Cetacea. In fishes 
this organ is specially adapted for the perception of 
odorous substances permeating the water; the termiita- 
tions of the olfactory nerves are spread over a cavity 
near the front part of the nose, to which the fluid in which 
the animals swim has free access, although it is quite un¬ 
connected with the respiratory passages. Mammals, on 
the other hand, smell substances with which the atmor* 
sphere they breathe is impregnated ; their olfactory nerve 
is distributed over the more or less complex foldings (Ml 
the lining of a cavity placed in the head, in immediate 
relation to the passages through which air is continually 
driven to and fro on its way to the lungs in respiration, 
and therefore in a most favourable position for receiving 
impressions from substances floating in that air, Xhe. 
whalebone whales have an organ of smell exactly on the 
mammalian type, but in a rudimentray condition. The 
perception of odorous substances diffused in the air, upon 
which many land mammals depend so much for obtaining 
their food, or for protection from danger, can be of little 
importance to them. In the more completely modified 
Odontocetes the olfactory apparatus, as Well as that part 
of the brain specially related to the function of smelt is 
entirely wanting, but in both groups there hot the 
slightest trace of the specially aquatic olfactory organ Of 
fishes. Its complete absence and the Vestiges of {he 
aerial organ of land mammals found In the Mystacoecte* 
are the clearest possible indications of the origin of the 
Cetacea from air-breathing arid airsmelling terrestrial 
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mammalia. With their adaptation to an aquatic mode 
of existence, organs fitted only for smelling in air became 
useless* and so have dwindled or completely disappeared. 
Time and circumstances have not permitted the acquisi¬ 
tion of anything analogous to the special aquatic smelling 
apparatus of fishes, the result being that whales are prac¬ 
tically deprived of whatever advantage this sense may be 
to other animals. 

It is characteristic of the greater number of mammalia 
to have their jaws furnished with teeth having a definite 
structure and mode of development In all the most 
typical forms these teeth are limited in number, not ex¬ 
ceeding eleven on each side of each^jaw, or forty-four in 
all, and are differentiated in shape in different parts of 
the series, being more simple in front, broader and more 
complex behind. Such a dentition is described as u hete- 
rodont/' In most cases also there are two distinct sets 
of teeth during the lifetime of the animal, constituting a 
condition technically called " diphyodont.” 

All the Cetacea present some traces of teeth, which in 
structure and mode of development resemble those of 
mammals, and not those of the lower vertebratcd classes, 
but they are always found in a more or less imperfect 
state. In the first place, at all events in existing species, 
they are never truly heterodunt, all the teeth of the series 
resembling each other more or less or belonging to the 
condition called “ homodont,” and not obeying the usual 
numerical rule, often falling short of, but in many cases 
greatly exceeding it. The most typical Odontocetes, or 
toothed whales, hare a large number of similar, simple, 
conical, recurved, pointed teeth, alike on both sides and 
in the upper and under jaws, admirably adapted for catch¬ 
ing slippery, living prey, such as fish, which are swal¬ 
lowed whole without mastication. In one genus {Panto- 
porta) there may be as many as sixty of such teeth on 
each side of each jaw, making 240 in all. The more 
usual number is from twenty to thirty. These teeth are 
never changed, being “monophyodont v and they are, 
moreover, less firmly implanted in the jaws than in land 
mammals, having never more than one root, which is set 
in an alveolar socket which is generally wide and loosely 
fitting, though perfectly sufficient for the simple purpose 
which the teeth have to serve. 

Most singular modifications of this condition of denti¬ 
tion are met with in different genera of toothed whales, 
chiefly the result of suppression, sometimes of suppression 
of the greater number, combined with excessive develop¬ 
ment of a single pair. In one large group, the Ziphioids, 
although minute rudimentary teeth are occasionally found 
in young individuals, and sometimes throughout life, in 
both jaws, in the adults the upper teeth are usually en¬ 
tirely absent, and those of the lower jaw reduced to two, 
which may be very large and projecting like tusks from 
the mouth, as in mesoptodon , or minute and entirely con¬ 
cealed beneath the gums, as in Hyperoodon ,—an animal 
which is for all practical purposes toothless, yet in which 
a pair of perfectly formed though buried teeth remain 
throughout life, wonderful examples of the persistence of 
rudimentary and to all appearance absolutely useless 
organs. Among the Deiphinida similar cases are met with. 
Ih the genus Grampus the teeth are entirely absent in the 
uppe& and few and early deciduous in the lower jaw. But 
the JNarwhal exceeds all other Cetaceans, perhaps all 
other vertebrated animals, in the specialisation of its den¬ 
tition. Besides some irregular rudimentary teeth found 
in the young state, the entire dentition is reduced to a 
single pair, which lie horizontally in the upper jaw, and 
bow;of Which in the female remain permanently con¬ 
cealed within the bone, so that this sex is practically 
toothless, while in the male the right tooth usually re¬ 
mains similarly concealed and abortive, and the left is 
ijnroensely developed, attaining a length equal to more 
man half that of the entire animal, projecting horizontally 
from the head in the form of a cylindrical of slightly 


tapering pointed tusk, with the surface marked by spiral 
grooves or ridges. 

The meaning and utility of some of these strange modi¬ 
fications it is impossible, in the imperfect state of our 
knowledge of the habits of the Cetacea, to explain, but 
the fact that in almost every case a more full number of 
rudimentary teeth is present in early stages of existence, 
which either disappear, or remain a* concealed and 
functionless organs, points to the present condition in the 
aberrant and specialised forms as being one derived from 
the more generalised type, in which the teeth were 
numerous and equal. 

The Mystacocetes, or Whalebone Whales, are distin¬ 
guished by entire absence of teeth, at all events after 
birth. But it is a remarkable fact, first demonstrated by 
Geoffrey St. Hilairr, and since amply confirmed by 
Cuvier, Eschricht, Julin, and others, that in the foetal 
state they have numerous minute calcified teeth lying 
in the dental groove of both upper and lower jaws. 
These attain their fullest development about the middle 
of festal life, after which period they are absorbed, no 
trace of them remaining at the time of birth. Their 
structure and mode of development has been shown to be 
exactly that characteristic of ordinary mammalian teeth, 
and it has also been observed that those at the posterior 
part of the series are larger, and have a bilobed form of 
crown, while those in front are simple and conical, a fact 
of considerable interest in connection with speculations 
as to the history of the group. 

It is not until after the disappearance of these teeth 
that the baleen, or whalebone, makes its appearance. 
This remarkable structure, though, as will be presently 
shown, only a modification of a part existing in all mam¬ 
mals, is, in its specially developed condition as baleen, 
peculiar to one group of whales. It is therefore perfectly 
in accord with what might have been expected, that it is 
comparatively late in making its appearance. Characters 
that are common to a large number of species appear 
early, those that are special to a few, at a late period; 
alike both in the history of the race and of the indi¬ 
vidual. 

Baleen consists of a series of flattened, horny plates, 
several hundred in number, on each side of the palate, 
separated by a bare imerval along the middle line. They 
are placed transversely to the long axis of the palate, 
with very short spaces between them. Each plate or 
blade is somewhat triangular in form, with the base 
attached to the palate, and the apex hanging downwards. 
The outer edge of the blade is hard and smooth, but the 
inner edge and apex fray out into long, bristly fibres, so 
that the roof of the whale’s mouth looks as if covered 
with hair, as described by Aristotle. The blades are 
longer near the middle of the scries, and gradually 
diminish near the front and back of the mouth. The 
horny plates grow from a dense fibrous and highly vas¬ 
cular matrix, which covers the palatal surface of the 
maxillae, and which sends out lamellar processes, one of 
which penetrates the base of each blade. Moreover, the 
free edge of these processes is covered with very long 
vascular thread-like papillae, one of which forms the 
central axis of each of the hair-like epidermic fibres of 
which the blade is mainly composed. A transverse 
section of fresh whalebone shows that it is made up of 
numbers of these soft vascular papillae, circular in outline, 
each surrounded by concentrically arranged epidermic 
cells, the whole bound together by other epidermic cells, 
which constitute the smooth cortical (so-called “enamel”) 
surface of the blade, and which, disintegrating at the free 
edge, allows the individual fibres to become loose and to 
assume the hair-like appearance spoken of before These 
fibres differ from hairs in not being formed l«t depressed 
follicles in the enderon, but rather resemble those of 
which (he horn of the rhinoceros is composed. The 
blades are supported and bound together for a certain 
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distance from their base, by a mass of less hardened 
epithelium| secreted by the surface of the palatal mem¬ 
brane or matrix of the whalebone in ifhe intervals of the 
laaaeHar processes. This is the '*intermediate substance" 
of Hunter, the “gum" of the whalers. 

The function of the whalebone is to strain the water 
from the small marine raollusks, crustaceans, or fish upon 
which the whales subsist. In feeding they fill the immense 
mouth with water containing shoals of these small crea¬ 
tures, and then, on their closing the jaws and raising the 
tongue, so as to diminish the cavity of the mouth, the 
water streams out through the narrow intervals between 
the hairy fringe of the whalebone blades, and escapes 
through the lips, leaving the living prey to be swallowed, 
Almost ail the other structures to which I am specially 
directing your attention, are, as I have mentioned, in a 
more or less rudimentary state in the Cetacea ; the baleen, 
on the other hand, is an example of an exactly contrary 
condition, but an equally instructive one, as illustrating 
the mode in which nature works in producing the infinite 
variety we see in animal structures. Although appearing 
at first sight an entirely distinct and special formation, it 
evidently consists of nothing more than the highly modified 
papill* of the lining membrane of the mouth, with an ex¬ 
cessive and cornified epithelial development. 

The bony palate of all mammals is covered with a 
closely-adhering layer of fibrovascular tissue, the surface 
of which is protected by a coating of non-vascular epi* 
thelium, the former exactly corresponding to the derm or 
true skin, and the latter to the epiderm of the external 
surface of the body. Sometimes this membrane is per¬ 
fectly smooth, but it is more often raised into ridges, 
which run in a direction transverse to the axis of the 
head, and are curved with the concavity backwards ; the 
ridges moreover do not extend across the middle line, 
being interrupted by a median depression or rapfut. Indi¬ 
cations of these ridges are clearly seen in the human 
palate, but they attain their greatest development in 
the Ungulata. In oxen, and especially in the giraffe, they 
form distinct laminae, and their free edges develope a row 
of papilla, giving them a pectinated appearance. Their 
epithelium is thick, hard, and white, though not horny. 
Although the interval between the structure of the ridges 
in the giraffe's palate and the most rudimentary form of 
baleen at present known is great, there is no difficulty in 
seeing that the latter is essentially a modification of the 
former, just as the hoof of the horse, with its basis of highly 
developed vascular laminae and papillae, and the resultant 
complex arrangement of the epidermic cells, is a modifi¬ 
cation of the simple nail or daw of other mammals, or as 
the horn of the rhinoceros is only a modification of the 
ordinary derm and epiderm covering the animal's body 
differentiated by a local exuberance of growth. 

iTo be continued\) 


THE PERAK TIN-MINES 1 

'T'HIS interesting memoir, which forms part of the 
A A rck ives dcs Missions scientifiques et litter aires t t 6ri e 
iii. vol. ix., gives the result of a seven months’ exploration 
of the Malay State of Perak, made by the autnor, who 
was sent by the French Government upon a mission of 
scientific inquiry into the Malay Archipelago in i88f. 
Perak, although an insignificant unit among even the 
smallest States of the world, its extreme dimensions being 
only 95X50 miles, or an area of less than 5odb square 
miles, has long been known as a tin-producing country, 
being mentioned in the narratives of Tavernier, and the 
Dutch and Portuguese navigators of the seventeenth 
century; but it is only since the large influx of Chinese 
miners, consequent upon the suppression of the Taeptng 
rebellion, that it has become of first-rate importance, 
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The success attained by the first-comers led to a rapid 
increase of the Chinese population, who arrived hi such 
numbers as to be soon beyond the control of the feeble 
Malay Government, and the mining being carried on with¬ 
out any regulations as to boundaries, the miners became 
divided into two parties, who made war upon each other with 
varying success, the Sultan looking on impartially dating 
the contest, but siding with the winners. The defeated 
party in 1872 having taken to piracy at sea, was sup¬ 
pressed by English gunboats, and a resident was appointed 
for the purpose of keeping ozder; but the Malays having 
revolted in 1875, when the resident was murdered, the 
country has since been placed under a British protecto¬ 
rate, with a native rajah, under the title of Regent This 
lias been attended with the happiest results, the country 
having made great progress during the last six years, 
under the vigorous and enlightened management of the 
resident, Hugh Low, Esq., C.M.G., and now bids fair, 
according to the author, to become the most considerable 
producer of tin in the world. 

The mines worked up to the present are entirely alluvial 
or stream works, the watercourses being filled with sand 
and gravel deposits to a depth of 20 or 30 feet, resting 
upon a floor of pure china clay, apparently derived from 
the decomposition of the granitic rocks forming the 
numerous parallel ridges which traverse the country from 
north to south. The geological description is necessarily 
imperfect owing to the dense tropical vegetation which 
covers the entire county ; but the author has been able to 
establish the presence of numerous quartz veins traversing 
the granites which are coarsely porphyritic in the centre 
and largely charged with tourmaline at the edges of ihe 
masses, in fact reproducing the phenomena observed in 
the north-western tin districts of Cornwall. No mines 
have as yet been opened in any of these veins, but 
the author speaks of blocks of tin ore weighing more 
than 1 cwt* as having been found in the immediate 
vicinity of the hills, which are evidently not far removed 
from their original position. The bulk of the production is, 
however, derived from smaller rounded crystalline masse* 
and grains contained in the lower part of the alluvial 
gravel, the workable thickness ranging from 7 to 10 feet, 
and the proportion of dean ore or “ black tin ” from about 
1 to per cent, by weight. This is remarkable for its 
purity, being almost entirely free from wolfram, arsenic, 
and other foreign substances, which are so troublesome 
to the Cornish tin-miner. The methods of working, 
mechanical preparations, and smelting of the ore are of 
the simplest possible kind, the work, with the exception 
of a few centrifugal steam-pumps, and of Chinese chain- 
umps driven by water-wheels, being entirely carried out 
y manual labour, with furnaces and other appliance* of 
the most primitive types. This simplicity adds con¬ 
siderably to the interest of the author’s detailed and 
carefully illustrated description, which enables the reader 
to realise in imagination the conditions prevailing b 
our western districts in the days when the Phoenicia n* 
traded with the Cornish miners for tin at St. Michael's 
Mount. Under the new British rule, the country bag 
made rapid progress, the output of tin having risen 
from 2059 tons in 1876 to 5994, tons in the 

whole or which is exported through Penang. As at 
the latter date the cost of production, including revenue 
charges of about 17/, was estimated at about 61/. per 
toa, while the local selling price was 88/, showing 4 
profit of 45 per cent., the popularity of the business is 
sufficiently explained. It is not probable, however, Stmt 
such large profits will continue to be realised after life; 
more productive deposits have been exhausted. It 4 os» 
not appear from the narrative that European labour or 
any kind is employed, the workpeople belonging to 
three races, namely, Malay aborigines, Klings or coolie* 
from Madras and the Malabar coast, fend Chinese* 
the latter supplying the whole fef the withers, smelters 


and other artisans directly employed in producing the 
metal. The author has a very high opinion of the 
Chinese miners, who are described as sober, regular in 
work and accustomed to cooperative enterprises, against 
which, however, must be set the defects of being addicted 
to excess in opium and gambling, besides being very 
quarrelsome and exceedingly superstitious. The latter 
failing is, however, of interest as reproducing the old 
European legends of guardian genii of the mine, the 
“Kobads” of Germany and “ Knockers*' of Cornwall, 
who require to be propitiated by sacrifices and kept in 
good humour by orderly behaviour on the part or the 
miners. Infractions of the last rules are punished by 
the withdrawal of the guardian gnome, who takes all 
the unwrought ore in the mine away with him. 

The execution of the work, both as regards illustration 
and typography, are exceedingly good, and reflect great 
credit upon the French National Printing Office. 

H. B. 


THE SIZE OF ATOMS' 

POUR lines of aigument founded on observation have 
* led to the conclusion that atoms or molecules are 
not inconceivably, not immeasurably small. 1 use the 
words “ inconceivably 1 ' and ** immeasurably *' advisedly. 
That which is measurable is not inconceivable, and there¬ 
fore the two words put together constitute a tautology. 
We leave inconceivableness in fact to metaphysicians. 
Nothing that we can measure is inconceivably large or 
inconceivably small in physical science. It may be diffi¬ 
cult to understand the numbers expressing the magnitude, 
but whether it be very large or very small there is nothing 
inconceivable in the nature of the thing because of its 
greatness or smallness, or in our views and appreciation 
and numerical expression of the magnitude* The general 
result of the four lines of reasoning to which I have re¬ 
ferred, founded respectively on the undulatory theory of 
light, on the phenomena of contact electricity, on capil¬ 
lary attraction, and on the kinetic theory of gases, agrees 
in showing that the atoms or molecules of ordinary matter 
must be something like the 1/10.000,000, or from the 
1/10,000,000 to the 1 /100,000,000 of a centimetre in dia¬ 
meter. I speak somewhat vaguely, and I do so, not in¬ 
advertently, when 1 speak of atoms and molecules. I 
must ask the chemists to forgive me if I even abuse the 
words and apply a misnomer occasionally. The chemists 
do not know what is to be the atom ; for instance, whether 
hydrogen gas is to consist of two pieces of matter in 
union constituting one molecule, and these molecules fly¬ 
ing about; or whether single molecules ea :h indivisible, 
or at all events undivided in chemical action, constitute 
the structure* I shall not go into any such questions at 
all, but merely take the broad view that matter, although 
we may conceive it to be infinitely divisible, is not infi¬ 
nitely divisible without decomposition. Just as a building 
of brick may be divided into parts, into a part containing 
1000 hricks, and another part containing 2500 bricks, and 
■those parts viewed largely may be said to be similar or 
homogeneous; but if you divide the matter of a brick 
building into spaces of nine inches thick, and then think 
of subdividing it farther, you find you have come to some¬ 
thing which is atomic, that is, indivisible without destroying 
the elements of the structure. The question of the molecular 
structure of a building dots not necessarily involve the 
question, Can a brick be divided into parts, and can those 
pans be divided into much smaller parts ? and so on. It 
ttsdd to be a favourite subject for metaphysical argument 
amj^t the schoolmen whether matter is infinitely 
drnsiwe, or whether sftata is infinitely divisible, which 
wme maintained* whilst others maintained only that 
fitter t$ not infinitely divisible, and demonstrated that 


there isstbthing inconceivable in the infinite subdivision 
of space. Why, even time was divided into moments 
(time-atoms!), and the idea of continuity of time was 
involved in a halo of argument, and metaphysical—1 will 
not say absurdity—but metaphysical word-fencing, which 
was no doubt very amusing for want of a' more instruc¬ 
tive subject of study. There is in sober earnest this very 
important thing to be attended to, however, that in 
chronometry as m geometry, we have absolute continuity, 
and it is simply an inconceivable absurdity to suppose a 
limit to smallness whether of time or of space. But on 
the other hand, whether we can divide a piece of glass 
into pieces smaller than the 1/100,000 of a centimetre in 
diameter, and so on without breaking it up, and making 
it cease to have the properties of glass, just as a brick 
has not the property of a brick wall, is a very practical 
question, and a question which we are quite disposed to 
enter upon. 

I wish in the beginning to beg you not to run away 
from the subject by thinking of the exceeding smallness 
of atoms. Atoms are not so exceedingly small after alL 
The four lines of argument 1 have referred to make it 
perfectly certain that the molecules which constitute the 
air we breathe are not very much smaller, if smaller at 
all, than 1/10,000,000 of a centimetre in diameter. 1 was 
told by a friend just five minutes ago that if 1 give you 
results in centimetres you will not understand me. I do 
not admit this calumny on the Royal Institution of Great 
Britain; no doubt many of you as Englishmen are more 
familiar with the unhappy British inch ; but you all surely 
understand the centimetre, at all events it was taught 
till a few years ago in the primary national schools. Look 
at that diagram (Fig. 1), as I want you all to understand an 


One centimetre. 


One millimetre. 


inch, a centimetre, a millimetre, the 1/10 of a millimetre, 
and the 1/100 of a millimetre, the 1/1,000 of a millimetre, 
and the 1/1,000,000 of a millimetre. The diagram on the 
wall represents the metre; below that the yard; next the 
decimetre, and a circle of a decimetre diameter, the 
centimetre and a circle of a centimetre, and the milli¬ 
metre, which is 1/10 of a centimetre, or in round numbers 
1/40 of an inch. We will adhere however to one simple 
system, for it is only because we are in England that 
the yard and inch are put before you at all, among 
the metres and centimetres. You see on the dia¬ 
gram then the metre, the centimetre, the millimetre, 
with circles of the same diameter. Somebody tells me 
the millimetre is not there; 1 cannot see it, but it cer¬ 
tainly is there, and a circle whose diameter is a milli¬ 
metre, both accurately painted in black, I say there is a 
millimetre and you cannot see it. And now imagine 
there is 1/10 of a millimetre, and there 1/100 of a milli¬ 
metre and 1/1000 of a millimetre, and there is a round 
atom of oxygen 1/1,000,000 of a millimetre in diameter. 
You see them all. 

Now we mm t have a practical means of measuring, 
and optics supply us with it for thousandths of a milli¬ 
metre. One of our temporary standards of measurement 
shall be the wave-length of light; but the wave-length is 
a very indefinite measurement, because there axe wave¬ 
lengths for different colours of light, visible and invisible, 
in the ratio of 1 to 16. We have, as rt were—borrowing 
an analogy from sound—four octaves of light that we 
know of. How far the range in reality extends above 
and below the range hitherto measured, we cannot even 
guess in the present state of science. The table before 
you (Table t.) gives you an idea of magnitudes of length, 
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1 Table I ,—Dat* for VisibU Light 


Line 

of|Spectrum. 

Wave-length in 
Centimetres. 

Wave Frequency, or 
number of periods 
* per second. 

A 

7-604 

x 10- 5 

395'o X io ,a 

B 

6867 

M 

437’3 

ft 

C 

6-562 

11 

457'7 

ft 

r>. ... 

S‘ S 95 

5-889 

:: } 

5°9’7 

If 

E 

5-269 

n 

570-0 

II 

b 

5-183 

M 

6179 


F 

4-861 

ft 

II 

G 
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and again of small intervals of time. In the column on 
the left you have the wave-length of light in fractions of 
a centimetre; the unit in which these numbers to the left 
is measured is the 1/100,000 (or icrs) of a centimetre. 
We have then, of visible light, wave-lengths from to 4 
nearly, or 3*9. You may say then roundly, that for the 
wave-iengths of visible light, which alone is what is re¬ 
presented on that table, we have wave-lengths of from 4 
to 8 on our scale of 1/100,000 of a centimetre. The 8 is 
invisible radiation a little below the red end of the spec¬ 
trum. The lowest, marked by Fraunhofer with the letter 
Ay has for wave-length 7^/100,000 of a centimetre. On 
the model before you I will now show you what is meant 
by a “ wave-lengthit is not length along the crest, | 
such as we sometimes see well marked in a breaking 
wave of the sea, on along straight beach; it is distance 
from crest to crest of the waves. [This was illustrated 
by a large number of horizontal rods of wood connected 
together and suspended bifilarly by two threads in the 
centre hanging from the ceiling ; 1 on moving the lower¬ 
most rol, a wave was propagated up the series.] Imagine 
the ends of those rods to represent particles. The rods 
themselves let us suppose to be invisible, and merely 
their ends visible, to represent the particles acting upon 
one another mutually with elastic force, as if of india- 
rubber bands, or bteel spiral springs, or jelly, or elastic 
material of some kind. They do act on one another in 
this model through the central mounting. Here again is 
another model illustrating waves (Fig. 2).* The white 
circles on the wooden rods represent pieces of matter— 

I will not say molecules at present, though we shall deal 
with them as molecules afterwards. Light consists of 
vibrations transverse to the line of propagation, just as in 
the models before you. 

* The details of this biiilar suspension need not he minutely described, 
«S the new f >rm, with a ingle steel pianoforte wire to #iv© th** required 
mutual forces, described below and represented in Fig. a, is better and more 
easily made. 

0 This apparatus, which is represented in the woodcut, Fie. e, is of the 
following dimensions and description. The series of equal and similar bars 
(*) of which the ends represent molecules of the medium, and the pendulum 
MrW. which performs the part of exciter of vibrations, or of kinetic stare 
of vibrational energy, are pieces of wood each 50 centimetres long, p centi¬ 
metres broad, ana i's centimetres thick. The suspending wire is steel 
pauoforte wire No, as 8 W.G. ( 07 of a cm diameter), and the bars are 
aecured to it in the following manner. Three bras* pins of about '4 of a 
centimetre diameter are fitted loosely in each bar in the position as indi¬ 
cated ; 1 f- forming the comers of an isosceles triangular figure, with iu base 
parallel to the line of the suspending wire, and about 1 mm. to one side of 
it. The suspending wire, which is laid in grooves cut in the pins, is passed 
under the upper pin, outside the pin at the apex of the triangle, aver the 
upper side of the lower pin. and thence down to the neat bar. The upper 
end of this wire is secured by being taken through a hole in the supporting 
beam and several turns of it put round a pin placed on oae side of the hole, 
as indicated in ihe diagram. To each end of the pendulum bar is made fast 
a steel spiral spring as shown , the upper ends of these springs being secured 
to short cords which pass up ibr.mgh holes m the supporting beam, and are 
fastened by two or three turns taken round the pins. These Steel springs 
serve as potential #t re* of vibrational energy alternating in each vibration 
With the kinetic store constituted by the pendulum bar. Threads of the 
vibrating bars (u) are 1 jaded with masses of lead attached te them. The 
much larger masses of lead seen on the pendulum bar, which Are adjustable 
to different positions on the bar, are, in the diagram, shown at the smallest 
distance apart. The lowermost bar carries two vanes of tin projecting down¬ 
wards, which dip into viscobs liquid (treacle diluted with water) contained 
bn the vessel (ri. A heavy weight resting on the bottom of this vessel, and 
connected to the lower end of tbs suspending wire by a stretched indisrubber 
hand, serves to keep the lower end of the apparatus in position. The period 
of vibration of the pendulum bar I* adjustable to any owed magnitude by 
shifting in or out the attached weights, or by tightening or relaxing the 
cords which pull the upper ends of the spiral springs. 


■ ■ wf 

Now in that beautiful experiment well known at 
Newton's rings we have at once a measure, of length In 



Fig* *• 

the distance between two pieces of glass to give any par* 
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tlcular tijnt of colour. The wave-length you see, in the 
distance from crest to crest of the waves travelling up the 
long model When 1 commence giving a simple harmonic 
oscillation to the lowest bar. I have here a convex lens 
of very long focus, and a piece of plate glass with its back 
blackened. When I press the piece of glass against the 
glass blackened behind, I see coloured rings ; tne pheno¬ 
menon will be shown to you on the screen by means of 
the electric light reflected from the space of air between 
the two pieces of glass. This phenomenon was first ob¬ 
served by Sir Isaac Newton, and was first explained by 
the undulatory theory of light. [Newton's rings are now 
shown on the screen before you by reflected electric 
light.] If I press the glasses together, you see a dark 
spot in the centre ; the rings appear round it, and there 
is a dark centre with irregularities. Pressure is required 
to produce that spot. Why? The answer generally 
given is, because glass repels glass at a distance of two or 
three wave-lengths of light ; say at a distance of 1/5.000 
of a centimetre. I do not believe that for a moment. 
The seeming repulsion cOmcs from shreds or particles of 
dust between them. The black spot in the centre is a 
place where the distance between them is less than a 
quarter of a wave-length. Now the wave-length for yellow 
light is about 1/17,000 of a centimetre. The quarter of 
1/17,000 is about 1/70,000. The place where you see tbe 
middle of that black circle corresponds to air at a distance 
of less than 1/70,000 of a centimetre. Passing from this 
black spot to the first ring of maximum light, add half a 
wave-length to the distance, and we can tell what the 
distance between the two pieces of glass is at this place ; 
add another half wave-length, and we come to the next 
maximum of light again ; but the colour prevents us 
speaking very definitely because we have a number of 
different wave-lengths concerned. I will simplify that 
by reducing it all to one colour, red, by interposing a red 
glass. You have now one colour, but much less light 
altogether, because this glass only lets through homo¬ 
geneous red light, or not much besides. Now look at 
what you see on the screen, and you have unmistakable 
evidence of fulcrums of dust between the glass surfaces. 
When I put on the screw, I whiten the central black 
spot by causing the elastic glass to pivot, as it were, 
round the innumerable little fulcrums constituted by the 
molecules of dust ; and the pieces of glass are pressed 
not against one another, but against these fulcrums. 
There are innumerable—say thousands -of little particles 
of dust jammed between the glass, some of them of per¬ 
haps 1/3,000 of a centimetre in diameter, say 5 or 6 wave¬ 
lengths. If you lay one piece of glass on another, you 
think you are pressing glass on glass, but it is nothing of 
the kind ; it is glass on dust This is a very beautiful 
phenomenon, and my first object in showing this experi¬ 
ment Was simply because it gives us a linear measure 
bringing us down at once to 1/100,000 of a centimetre. 
Now I am just going to enter a very little into detail 
regarding the reasons that those four lines of argument 
give us for assigning a limit to the smallness of the mole¬ 
cules of matter. I shall take contact electricity first, and 
very briefly. If I take these two pieces of sine and copper 
and touch them together at the two corners, they become 
electrified, and attract one another with, a perfectly defi¬ 
nite force, of which the magnitude is ascertained from 
absolute measurements in connection with the well-esta¬ 
blished doctrine of contact electricity. I do not feel it, 
because the force is very small. You may do the thing 
in a measured way ; you may place a little metallic knob 
s or projection on one of them of r/ioo,ooo of a centimetre, 
and lean the other against it Let there be three such 
Httle metal feet put on the copper; let me touch the sine 
plate with one or them, and turn it gradually down till it 
comes to touch the other two, In this position, with an 
air-space of j/too, 000 of a centimetre between them, 
there win be positive and negative electricity on the sine 


and coptt#' surfaces respectively, of such quantities as to 
cause aixmtual attraction amounting to 2 grammes weight 
per square centimetre. The amount of work done by the 
electric attraction upon the plates while they are being 
allowed to approach one another with metallic connection 
between them at the corner first touched, till they come 
to the distance of 1/100,000 of a centimetre, is 
2/100,000 of a centimetre-gramme, supposing the area 
of each plate to be one square centimetre. 

{To be continued.) 


DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
ROYAL SOCIETY 

I T is with the profoundest regret that we an¬ 
nounce the death of Mr. Spottiswoode, the 
President of the Royal Society, at 11.15 yesterday 
morning. The bulletin issued on Tuesday to the 
effect that although there was no hemorrhage, still 
that there was no improvement in Mr. Spottis- 
woode's condition, boded ill because those who 
knew him best feared that a reserve of strength, 
which might perhaps have made way against the 
further progress of the fever through its later 
stages, was wanting. 

As the sad news reaches us just as we are going 
to press, and as indeed we so recently entered at 
some considerable length into the life work of him 
who is now no more, there is no necessity for us 
on the present occasion to do more than make the 
above announcement. This, however, must be 
said: that there is hardly a man of science in 
this country, and there are very many in other 
countries, who will not feel that they have lost a true 
friend, and one of whose friendship any man might 
have been proud. There is little doubt too that if 
he had been more sparing of himself in the various 
duties which were incumbent upon him as Presi¬ 
dent of the Royal Society, if he had not so freely 
given all fiis thoughts and all his exertions to any 
scientific question which was going on, there might 
have been more time for relaxation, and there might 
have been strength to have tided over the illness 
which has now laid him low. 


NOTES 

We regret to have to announce the death of General Sir 
Edward Sabine, K.C.B., which occurred on the 26th inst. at 
Richmond, where he had been residing for the last twelve 
months. He was in his ninety-fifth year, having been bom 
October 14, 1788. 

AT the meeting of the Taris Academy of Sciences on Monday 
lost week the following message concerning tbe eclipse observa¬ 
tions from M. Janssen, dated San Francisco, was read 
u Janssen: discovery of the Fraunhofer spectrum and the dark 
lines of the solar spectrum in tbe corona, showing cosmical 
matter around the sun. Large photographs of the corona and 
the circumsolar regions to a distance of 15*, in search for Intra- 
Mercurial planets. Palisa and Trmvdct: Exploration of the 
circumsolar regions; no intra* Mercurial planets found* Treuve- 
lot: Sketch of the corona. T&chtni: Polarisation of the corona 
and streamers; spectrum of the streamers, showing analogy 
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terestrag prehistoric remains, both at Grays and elsewhere along 


with the spectrum of comets; continuous spectrum cow an j spec¬ 
trum of protuberances ; plates and drawings of protuberances," 

This American Association for the Advancement of Scieace 
wall hold its thirty second annual meeting at Minneapolis, Mioiu, 
August IS and following days. The president-elect is Prof 
C. A, Young of Princeton, and the following is the list of the 
sectional vice-presidents of the meetingSection A (Mathe¬ 
matics and Astronomy), W. A. Rogers of Cambridge; B (Phy¬ 
sics), H. A. Rovland of Baltimore ; C (Chemis'ry), E. W. 
Morley of Cleveland; D (Mechanical Science), De Volsen 
Wood of Hoboken ; E (Geology and Geography), C. H. Hitch¬ 
cock of Hanover; F (Biology), W. J. Beal of Lansing; G 
(Histology and Microscopy), J. D. Cox of Cincinnati; H 
(Anthropology), O. T. Mason of Washington; I (Economic 
Science and Statistics), F. B. Hough of Lowville. The permanent 
secretary is F. W. Putnam of Cambridge ; the general secretary 
(of the meeting), J. R. Eastman of Washington. 

The annual meetiug of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences was held in Boston, Tuesday, May 29. The following 
officers, we learn from Science, were elected for the ensuing 
year President, Prof. Joseph Levering; vice-president, TV. 
6liver Wendell Holmes; corresponding secretary, Prof. Josiah 
P. Cooke; recording secretary, Prof, John Trowbridge ; trea¬ 
surer, H. P. Kidder ; librarian, S. H. Scudder. M. Adolph 
Wurtz of Paris was elected a foreign honorary member. The 
list of members of the Academy now includes 192 resident 
Fellows, 93 associate Fellows, and 72 'foreign honorary mem¬ 
bers. The Academy voted unanimously to confer the Kumford 
go’d medal upon Prof, Henry A. Rowland of Baltimore for his 
researches in light and heat. 

A NEW mode of measuring light was proposed at the last 
meeting of the Royal Society by Mr. Preece, F.R.S. The 
standard of reference is a small surface illuminated to a given 
Intensity, and the mode of comparison is the light given by a 
small gl >w lamp whore state of incandescence L raised or 
lowered by increasing or diminishing an electric current. The 
amount of illumination in measured by the amount of current 
flowing, so that the number of amperes gives the degree of illu- | 
mination. The standard surface is that illuminated by a British 
**candle ” at 127 inches and this is the same os that produced 
by the French 11 bee ” at I metre distance. In this way sunlight, 
moonlight, twilight, fog, and the amount of illumination in any 
part of a room or building, or that distributed over a street or 
area at any time of day or night can be measured without any 
reference to the source of light or its distance from the point 
lighted. We have in fact a standard of illumination very easily 
And simply measured, 

Prof. Bureau has been appointed Director of the Jardin des 
Plantes in place of the lute M. DecaLnc. 

On Saturday, June 16, a joint meeting of the Essex Field 
Club and the Geologists’ Association was held at Grays for the 
purpose of visiting the " Deneholes ” in Hangman’s Wood. From 
fifty to sixty members and visitor,-, including many members of 
the Anthropological Institute, were present, and nearly all had 
an opportunity of descending one or both of the two holes which 
were exhibited for the occasion. The meeting was under the 
conductor hip of Mr, T. V. Holmes, F.G.S., who has written a 
I aper giving an account of last year’s preliminary exploration, 
which will shortly appear in the Transactions of the Essex Field 
CM. Photographs of the interior of one of the boles were suc¬ 
cessfully taken by Mr. A. J. Spiller by means of magnesium 
burning in oxygen. The party assembled for tea at the “ King's 
Arms'* Hotel, when the president of the Club, Prof, G. S, 
Boulger, and Mr, Holmes announced that it was the intention of 
the Club to undertake the systematic investigation of these in* 


the Essex shore of the Thames. A large fund will be required 
for this work, and a committee has been formed lot the purpose 
of organising the explorations, which will be carried on under 
the personal superintendence of Mr. T, V. Holmes and Mr* 
F. C. J. SpurrelL After some remarks by Dr* Hicks, the pte- 
sident of the Geologists’ Association, the meeting broke up. A 
public appeal for assistance will shortly be made, and in the 
meantime subscriptions will be gladly received by the treasurer 
of the Essex Field Club, Mr. Andrew Johnston, J.P., The Firs, 
Woodford, or by the Hon. Secretary, Mr. William Cole, Laurel 
Cottage, Buckhurst Hill, to be paid to the account of the 
•* Denehole Exploration Fund.” 

It will be seen from our Correspondence Columns that an 
earthquake was felt in the south-west of England on Monday. 
The shock seems to have spread very widely over Devonshire 
and East ComwalL At Holsworthy, Devonshire, a very 
perceptible shock was felt at seventeen minutes to two 
o’clock that afternoon. Floors shook, &t>d doors and win¬ 
dows rat. led as from a passing train. No damage is re¬ 
ported, A severe shock was felt at Hartland and Clovelly at 
1,30 p.m., and a second shock at Clovelly at 1.40. Houses 
shook considerably, and the bottles on counters in shops were 
knocked against each other. A similar statement is sent from 
Budc. The inhabitants of Princetown and the vicinity of 
Dartmoor, about two o’clock were starred by two smart 
shocks, followed by a subterranean rumbling like the passing 
of a very heavy waggon, or the echo of distant thunder. The 
first trembling was of sufficient intensity to be perceptibly felt by 
those who happened to be occupying a chair, and the like effect 
was produced on small movable objects, but ^resulted in no 
mischief. The disturbances apparently travelled from north east 
to west. At Launceston at twenty minutes to two a shock was 
felt, accompanied by a rumbling noise, which lasted at intervals 
during about thirty minutes. The houses shook, and china and 
earthenware rattled on the shelves. About an hour afterwards 
another shock was felt, but not so severe. Similar information 
comes from Lostwithiel, Liakeard, Lydford, Tavistock, Oke- 
hampton, and Bidcford. 

The Fine Art Society (148, New Bond Street) have sent us 
an artist’s proof of M. Leopold Fkmeng's very fine etching 
after Mr. John Collier’s picture of the late Mr. Darwin. The 
original is admittedly faithful and characteristic, and of high 
rank as a work of art, and M. Flam eng baa been perfectly suc¬ 
cessful in reproducing the arti-t's intention. The result of both 
these labours is a portrait of the greatest man of scienee of tide 
century, which all other men of science should be glad to pos ess. 
We believe the number printed is limited. M. Flameng will 
also undertake a similar etching of Mr. Collier’s picture of prof. 
Huxley in this year’s Exhibition. 

We have received the Report of the ,Royal Victoria Coffee 
Hall, where, as may be known to many of ourjfeaders, much 
good work is being done at the present time in the way of pro¬ 
viding cheap amusement every night, free from the temptation 
to drink and other evils common to ordinary music holla. 
Among other experiments bein^ tried are short lectures of 
the simplest and most popular ’ kind, generally on some 
scientific subject illustrated by the oxyhydrogen lantern. 
We are told that a really good Return who understands Ms 
audience as well as bre subject meets with a most encouraging 
reception, but that very few men of science give thehr asshfttoee 
hi this good work. We regret this j bht we believe it Is largely 
due to the fact that very little is known of the work in question* 
and that if a general appeal were made to those men of science 
who occasionally give an account either of their own work, or 
the work of others* many would be found willing to loin in (he 
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Out Paris Correspondent writes i—An Interesting experiment 
took ptoce on June 24, at the early hour of 3.45 in Paris, for the 
purpose of testing the capacity of accumulators of the French 
Storage Company to move tramcars, We travelled up to La 
Muette and back, a distance of 30 kilometres, in about three 
hours and twenty minutes, including stoppages and loss of time 
Incurred by several incidents. The road has many steep inclines, 
which were ascended without difficulty. The mean velocity 
exceeded io kilometres per hour. The electricity was supplied 
by seventy accumulater«, weighing 30 kilograms each, which 
were placed under the seats. At starting the potential was 
140 volts, and having completed its task the current was as high 
as 126, so that at least 10 kilometres more could have been run if 
deemed necessary. This run is the longest on record made by 
elcctriciiy. M. Philippart was directing the operations. 

The Balloon Exhibition was closed at the Trocadero on the 
24th inst. It was visited by two officers of the British army, sent 
by the Government to report Among the notable objects we may 
mention the original valve used by Gay-Lussac in his ascent, a 
new valve used by French aeronauts, the car and » et of Idioste 
as rescued from the North Sea, a panoramic apparatus for 
photographing a bird’s-eye view of scenery as seen from a 
balloon at an altitude of 200 metres, several photographs 
taken fiom the cars 1 f captive or free balloons in Pai is, Boston, 
and Rc tier, a rrfrigerator by Mtgnon and Botmrd for instantly 
Condensing vapour from cloud', bichromate elements con- 
itructed by Trouvtf for TissandicFs intended aerial experiments. 

The following arc the details of the method by which the 
fairy-like illuminations ai Moscow at the coronation were pro- 
duced:—The Tower of Ivan the Great and its side galleries 
were lit Up by 3,500 smAll Edison lamp*, fed by eighteen }>ort* 
able engines, which moved a number of dynamo-electric 
machines of every existing system. The po tab e engines and 
machines were kept at the other bank of the Moskwa. The 
sheds communicated with the tower by seventy aerial electric 
wire*. On the ramparts of the Kremlin towards the river eight 
large and ten smaller electric suns threw their light over the 
river. The rest of the illuminatious consisted of 21.0,000 lamps 
and 30,000 coloured glass globes, 50,000 lanterns of Venetian 
glass, 60c, too tapers, and 10,800 lb. of fireworks. 

The National Museum at Washington is one of the best 
examples in the United States of the practical application of 
electricity. In ro large a building it was found advisable to 
take advantage of the best means of communication, first being 
its system of telephones and call-bells, by which those in any 
room can communicate with every room in the building. 
Twenty-rix telephones are connected by a local telephone ex¬ 
change, which in turn is connected with the main telephone 
office of the city, the result is that but three messengers are 
needed in tl is vast establishment. The photographic laboratory 
is independent of the sun, owing to the electric light there used. 
If one of the 850 windows or 230 doors is opened, a bell rings, 
and an electric annunciator shows to an attendant at the main 
office which window or door it is. This system is soon to be 
applied to every case of specimens. The watchmen at nlghi, 

■ «lso> arc kept to their poets by hourly releasing an electric 
curjutf at certain stations, which pierces a dial and records their 
vkit The tixtoen dock dials me Ukewhe run by electric 
currents, 

A monument to the memory of the celebrated naturalist, 
Lorcas 0 bta, will be unveiled at Orenburg on August 1 neat, 
h win be in the shape of a fountain crowned with a marble bast 
ofOken. 
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Mnattrs. Griffith auto Farrar have issued a new and 
cheaper edition of Mrs. Lankeetcr’s ** Talks about Plants j or 
Early Lemons In Botany/' first published in 1S78. 

Fringe Ltrowto Ferdinand of Bavaria, an indefatigable 
worker in the domain of comparative anatomy, is about to 
publish a monograph on the tongue, Rudel <Munich) will be 
the publisher. 

A magnificent meteor was observed at Giesshubl, near 
Mbdling (Vienna), on June 3, at 9.44 p.m. It seemed to consist 
of two fireballs, an emerald green one followed by a ted one. 
They both moved apparently at a not very great altitude in the 
direction south-east to north west. The phenomenon lasted for 
three seconds. It is remarkable that the meteor seen at the 
same place on the evening of March 13, moved in almost exactly 
the same direction. Also at Gau-Algesheim (near Mains) a fine 
meteor was seen in the northern sky on the evening of June 3 ; 
it left a most vivid trail behind, which ? hone for some time along 
the whole extent of its path. 

A writer in the North China Herald gives some curious 
inf urination respecting the foot-measure in China. At present it 
varies largely in different parts of the country and according to 
different trades ; thus the foot of the carpenter's mle at Ningpo 
is less than ten, while that of the junk-builders at Shanghai is 
□early sixteen, inches. But a medium value of twelve inches is 
not uncommon. The standard foot of the Imperial Board of 
Works at Peking is twelve and a half inches. A copper foot- 
me&ure, dated A.D. 81, is still preserved, and is nine and a half 
inches in length. The width is one inch. The small copper 
coins, commonly called cusk % u ere made of such a size, some¬ 
times, as just to cover an inch on the foot-rule. In the course 
of two centuries it was found that the foot had increased half an 
inch, and a diffetence in the dimem ions of musical instruments 
resulted. Want of harmony was the consequence, and accord¬ 
ingly in A D. 274 a new measure, exactly nine inches in length, 
was made the standard. Among the means employed for com¬ 
paring the old and new foot are mentioned the gnomon of official 
sundials, and the length of certain jade tubes used according to 
old regulations as standards. One of these latter was so adju ted 
that an inch In breadth was equal to the breadth of ten millet 
.-eeds. A hundred millet seed*, or ten* inches, was the foot. 
The Clinese foot is really based on the human hand, as U the 
European foot upon the foot. It strikes the Chinese as very 
incongruous when they hear that we measure cloth, woodwork, 
masonry, &c., which they regard as especially matters for the 
hand, by the foot. Of the jade tube* above mentioned there 
were twelve, and these formed the basis for the measurement of 
liquids and solids four thousand years ago. They are mentioned 
in the oldest Chinese documents with the astrolabe, the cycle of 
rikty years, and several of the oldest constellations. It is likely 
that they will be foui d to be an importation from Babylon, and 
in that case the Chinese foot is based on a Babylonian measur c 
of a span, and should be nine inches in length. 

Mr. Chas, G. Lex. an p, the writer of No. 4 (1882) of the fl Cir¬ 
culars of Information" of the United States Bureau of Educa¬ 
tion, on the subject of Industrial Art in Schools, after premising 
that ornamental art is innate in man, and indeed is developed in 
a race before it attains proficiency In the useful, and remarking 
that the brains of the Parisians of the thirteenth century, when 
Gothic art adorned every object, were much smaller than they 
are now* draws the conclusion that children are more open to 
art education than to technical training. He finds the sexes 
equal in ability ; urge* outline drawing and monochrome as the 
foundation of further Work; recommends the use of various 
mechanical helps, os of compasses and stet ciUing as actual 
incentives to freehand drawing; urges the practice of freehand 
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from the shoulder, even in the variety of drawing called writing; 
and gives a wonderful list of artistic ^effects which pupils who 
have had only short instruction in these am are competent to 
produce, Education of this sort is valuable as simply affording 
healthy occupation of body and mind to some classes; it opens 
the eyes of the mind, which will tend to make work popular 
instead of idleness. He teaches that nothing made by machinery 
can be artistic; physical comforts may be supplied by it, but 
works of taste and refinement must be hand-made, and among 
the poorer classes should be the produce of home art, like the 
carved oak of Ann Hathaway’s cottage. Mr, Leland was one 
of the first to point out that the decay of the apprentice system 
must soon necessitate industrial education, and he has prepared 
a aeries of cheap art-work manuals on decorative design, ceramic 
or porcelain painting, tapestry or dy expanding, outline and 
hlled-in embroidery, decorative oil-painting, wood-carving, re- 
poussior sheet-brass work, leather work, papier m2ch<?, modelling 
in clay, with underglaze faience decoration, and stencilling.— 
No. 5 of the 14 Circulars" is on the subject of Maternal 
Schools in France, which answer to our Infant Schools. The 
value of them as laying the foundations of education is urged by 
the Commissioners. Excellent suggestions for object lessens, 
whose subjects are supplied by the season of the year, and also 
for the arrangement of school buildings are given, The result of 
frttch schools should be a slight training of the senses by object- 
lessons ; the beginnings of habits and dispositions favourable to 
future education; a taste for gymnastics, for singing, and for 
drawing ; an eagerness to listen, observe, question, and answer; 
the power of attention ; a generally quickened intelligence, and i 
a mind open to receive good mural influences. In other words, J 
education is n “bringing forth” of the powers of the mind, 
and not a making it a live cyclopaedia. No. 6 is a full copy, with 
a few useful notes for comparison, of the English Report of the 
Royal Commission on Technical Education in France, presented 
by Mr. Samuelson and his coadjutors in February, 1882. 

With the May number the Journal of Forestry changed 
both its title and the colour and design of its cover, and it now 
appears under the simple name of Forestry , It is an acknow¬ 
ledged fact that changes of this character are generally inad¬ 
visable in a journal of long-established reputation, but under the 
editorship of Mr. Francis George Heath wc have no doubt that 
Forestry will at least maintain the reputation and circulation it 
had attained under its old management, if it does not increase 
them, which indeed it is most likely to do. The May number opens 
with an editorial note entitled “A May Note,” in which the 
glories of spring and summer in uocdland glades and forest are 
set forth. Then Mr. E. D. Black more gives us “A Cuckoo Song,* 1 
Amongst other loadable articles may be mentioned “Lord 
Somerville ; a forgotten President of Agriculture,” by Mr. R.A. 
Kinglake ; Mr. Boulger’s “ Beauties of British Trees,” and Mr. 
Guillemard’s “Forest Ramllc in New South Wales,” In the 
June number the *ame amount of interest and variety is main¬ 
tained. Mr. Guillemard gives “A Forest Ramble in Norway,” 
The article on “ Eppipg Forest and its Future Management ” 
will however, we have no doubt, be read by most readers, as 
any one having the slightest inclination towards any branch of 
natural his’ory cannot fail to be interested in maintaining the 
Forest in all its native beauty, and if Forestry is able by its advo¬ 
cacy, backed up by the opinions of those who are now taking a 
lead in the matter, to stem the tide of improvement* so-called in 
Epping Forest, it will have fulfilled a work for which thousands 
will be thankful. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include a Crab-eating Raccoon (Procyon earner i- 
poms 4 ) from Brazil, presented by Mr* Tliea, Walsh; a Ring- 
tailed Coati (Nasua rufa 4 ) from Brazil, presented by Mr, R. G, 


Hamilton; two Common Hedgehogs {Brkteutus turopan^ 
British, presented by Mr. S. Mummery; four Restless Caries 
[Cavia eapt era) from Brasil, presented by Mr, E. H. Draper; a 
Ring-necked Parrakeet (Falaomis torquatus) from India, pre¬ 
sented by Mr. W. Quail; two Common Kingfishers (Alcedo 
ispida) t British, presented by Mr. T. E. Gunn ; three Common 
Vipers (Viptra berus) % British, presented by Mr. C. Taylor; two 
Common Snakes ( Tropidonotus nairix) } European, presented by 
Lord Arthur Russell, F.Z.S. ; a Puma {Felts concolor 9 ) from 
South America, a Coffin’s Cockatoo ( Cacatua goffini) from 
Queensland, deposited ; two West African Love Birds {Agm- 
pornis pullaria) from West Africa, an Indian Python {Python 
molurus ) from India, purchased; two Vulpine PhaUngers 
(Phalangista vulpina), eight Gold Pheasants {Thaumalca pic to) t 
six Prairie Grouse ( Tetrao cupiilo), a Herring Gull (Larus argen- 
tatus) i bred in the Gardens. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Next Total Solar Eclipse.— In Nature, vol. xiv. 
p. 450, we gave some results of an approximate calculation of 
the total eclipse of the sun on September 8-9, 1885, wherein the 
central line traverses New Zealand, but does not encounter land 
in any other part of its course. The correction required to the 
moon’s place there employed is sufficiently important to render a 
new calculation of interest, and we shall accordingly present here 
some of the circumstances of the eclipse, resulting from the 
substitution of the lunar places in the Nautical Almanac , which 
are founded upon Hansen’s Tables, with Prof. Newcomb’s cor¬ 
rection?. The elements of the eclipse as given in the ephemem 
are employed, excepting that in place of Hansen’s semidiameter 
of the moon, we infer fie semidiameter from the ratio, o 2725 of 
the horizontal parallax. 

At a point in longitude nh. 40m, os. E. of Greenwich, with 
40° 49'*4 south latitude (nearly on the central line) the total 
eclipse begins, September 9, at 7b. 44m. 9s. local mean time, 
and continues ns. 51s,, and this will be about the longest dura¬ 
tion of totality available for observation upon land in this 
<clipse. For nny place mar the above point, the Green¬ 
wich mean times of beginning and ending of totality may be 
obtained from the following formulas:— 

Cos. w t= - 116-3108 - fa 10863] sin. /+ [V64777] cos. /cos.(L - 16** 
r^a8h. 58m. ai’xs. ^ [1’74578] sin. w - [3*37987] sin. I 

“ 13 85619] cos. / cos. (L — 145* 49 ‘6). 

Here L U the longitude from Greenwich, reckoned positive , 
and l the geocentric latitude, which may be deduced from Mr. 
Stone’s valuable table in the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astro¬ 
nomical Society for January last, a table it might have been 
worth while to publish separately. The quantities in square 
brackets are logarithms. 

As one result of the introduction of the more accurate place 
of the moon, it is found that the central line approaches much 
nearer to Wellington; a direct calculation for ttiat place shows 
that the total eclipse begins there at 7b. 44m. 23s. a.m., and 
ends at 7h. 45m. 46s. local mean time, thus continuing tm. 23s., 
and the same figures are given by the above equations. At 
Nelson totality commences at 7h. 37m. xfr. a,m. local mean 
time, and continues im. 3s. 

It may be noted that during the totality of this eclipse the 
planet Jupiter will be situated only 45’ from the sun’s limb, an 
an angle of about 26" with the circle of declination at his 
centre. 

The Annular Solar Ecupsb of October 31, 1883,— 
In May last we bad a case where the track of a total eclipse of 
the sun was almost wholly an ocean-track, and where it was 
consequently necessary to send expeditions to the Mid-Pacific, 
to obtain observations. The annular eclipse in October next li 
similarly circumstanced ; excepting p ssibly one or two mere 
rocks in the Pacific, it will not be observable on land, elsewhere 
than on the island of Niphon, Japan. If we calculate from the 
Nautical Almanac elements for longitude 9h* 20m. 48s* E. and 
latitude 38* 11' N., we find the annular phase commences at 
7h. 28m. 2s. a.m., and ends at yh* 35m. 23s., a duration of 7m* 
2t»„ and the sun will be at on altitude of about 12% At the 
capital, Tokio, the eclipse will not be annular; the greatest 
phase is at 7h. 28m. a.m.,' magnitude ,0*88 (the son's diameter 
being taken as unity k. 
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Tk« Great Comet or In No, 2521 of the Astro** 
mischt Nackruhten is art elliptical orbit of this cornet by Mr, 
John Tatlock, Jen,, of Williamrtown, Mate,, with a period of 
1376 years! which! Profi Krueger remarks in a note, differs 
materially from the result* of KreuU, Frisby, and Fabritia*. 
It may be added that the new calculation can have little weight, 
being founded upon normals for October 8, November 24, and 
January 29, so that at the date of the first normal the comet was 
already far past the perihelion, and in fact during the whole 
interval only described a heliocentric arc of about 5* io\ Dr. 
ICreulz has shown the possibility of closely representing by the 
same orbit the anteperihelion observations and tho^e made sub¬ 
sequently to perihelion passage, though there may be need of 
much more minute discussion before it can be safely assumed 
that there was absolutely no appreciable effect from the comet's 
passage through the solar coronal region. 


GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Science announces that Lieut. Schwatka, accompanied by 
As distant-Surgeon Wilson, C. A. Homan, U.S. Engineer Corps, 
and three private soldiers, left for Chilkat, Alaska, May 22, 
from Portland, Or., on the steamer Victoria. They are pro¬ 
visioned for a six months’ cruise, will employ Indians for packers, 
&e,, and intend to ascend the Chilkat River to its head, make 
the passage to the head waters of the Lew is River, and descend 
the same to its junction with the Yukon, and descend the Yukon 
River to its mouth. It is said to be their intention to survey the 
course of these rivers ; and there is no doubt that a properly 
qualified and equipped party would find abundance of useful 
work ready to their hands. The whole route has been travelled 
before, but not by persons in search of and qualified to obtain 
geographical information, except in very small part. The ex- 

lorations of the Krause brothers on the Chilkat and vicinity 

ave been alluded to before. The Yukon has been superficially 
examined by McMurray, Ketchum, Zagoskin, Dali, Whymper, 
Raymond, Nelson, and others, and a few points have been 
as*ronomically determined ; but nothing like an exact map has 
been attempted, nor do the data for it exist. Astronomical and 
magnetic observations anywhere along its banks, and especially 
any data for a map of the Lewis River and its feeders (which are 
only known from the reports of prospectors and natives), would 
be of the highest interest. 

At last news has again been received by Dr. Schweinfurth 
from the well-known African explorer, Dr. W, Junker. He 
was still in the Nyam Nyam country, and his last news was 
dated Octo1>er 16, 1882, from the residence of a chief named 
Semio some days’ journey south of the Mosio district of the 
present map*. Dr. Junker, who has travelled through vast dis¬ 
tricts bilhtrto unexplored, will now soon return home. The last 
time he had spent principally in various excursions, during which 
he repeatedly crossed the Uelle River to the south, and also the 
third degree north latitude, leaving his provision* in the care of his 
companion, Herr Bohndorff. On September 27 he again joined 
the latter after an absence of eighteen months, but found him so 
poorly that he had to send him home with the collections made 
up to that time. Bohndorff started with thirty-two porters, who 
carried the natural history and ethnographical collections. Of 
special interest for geographers was an excursion of Dr. junker’s, 
which he made south of the former Munsa district of the Mon- 
buttu. Some seven days’ journey (about do kilometres) south of 
this place he reached a large river named the Ncpoko. which 
the traveller identified with Stanley’s Aruwimi, one oP the main 
northern tributaries of the Congo in the middle course of the 
latter. 

Dr. Fogge has sent a report from the Mukenge station on 
the Lubrifc regarding his return journey from Nyangwe, showing 
thgt thb was not quite as peaceable as the journey to Nyaugwe, 
and that he had frequently to defend himself seriously against 
the enmity of the natives. From the Lualaba to the Lomani, 
Dr. Pogge travelled by the same route as he had previously come 
with Lieut, Wiasmann 

ONE of the most recent additions to the "BiMiotteque d'Aven¬ 
ges et de Voyages” published by Drevfoua of Paris is a volume 
containing the letters and journals rf La Ferouse during his 
ftuapus voyage round the world in 1785-88, which ended in the 
disappearance of the circumnavigator among the islands of the 
hwp Pacific. The volume is annotated by M. George Mantoux, 
who also supplies a prefatory memoir Of the great sailor. 


“ IM Reiche des ASolus” Is the title of a little booh by Adolf 
von Pereira, published by Hardcben of Vienna, and containing 
reminiscences of a tour the author undertook to the Lipari Isles, 
It is profusely illustrated and contains a map. 

Austrian papers report that a mountain in the neighbourhood 
of Czcrnowitz, iu the Bukovina, is manifesting singular symptoms 
of disturbance. The ground around Us base, to the extent of 
over 1000 fathoms, ha* opened out in wide and deep chasms. 
Most of the houses of a village on the spot (Kuczumare) ba\e 
fallen down. 

The Thuringien Geographical Society met at Jena on the 
17th inst, when Prof. Haeckel read a paper on the flora of 
Ceylon, and Herr G. Kurze one on the outposts of European 
civilisation on the way from Zanzibar to Lake Tanganyika. 


THE SPECTRUM OF THE AURORA 

N view of the increased frequency of auroras, an inquiry into 
the present position of our knowledge as to their spectra has 
seemed to me desirable. 

The accompanying table gives iu wave-lengths all the observa¬ 
tions I could find of the position of the bright lines of the 
auroral spectrum. J. R. Capron’s 11 Aurorae and their Spectra," 
goes more fully into the subject than any other work I know, 
and therefore many of the positions are taken from it, being 
found on the 1 age or plate indicated in the column headed 
14 Page, &c,” The authorities for other observations are given 
in the notes, but in other cases again 1 cannot now state whence 
I obtained them. 

They are arranged approximately in order of accuracy, 1 but 
this is manifestly a very difficult matter to decide : if, as is very 
likely, I have made mistakes in this respect, 1 hope I shall be 
excused. I have gone very carefully into the matter, judging of 
the accuracy of the observation* partly by their internal evidence, 
and partly by the weights which are in some cases attached to 
them by the observers themselves. The observers’ probable 
errors are given in the table after the positions of the lines. I 
consider J. R. Capron has attributed too much accuracy to moit 
of the observations of the auroral spectrum that have hitherto 
been made ; certainly he has to mine. Nearly all the observers 
have measured the principal line; and, as Us position i> very 
well known, the measurements of it are to a considerable extent 
a guide to the amount of dependence that may be placed on the 
retL Of course it may happen to be measured correctly by 
accident, while the rest are incorrect; but, on the 01 her band, if 
it is incorrectly measured, it is not likely that the rest will be 
correct. It is, therefore, very desirable that observers should 
measure this line at the same time as they measure any of the 
others ; imt necessarily in order to ascertain its position, but ns 
an indication of the correctness of the rest; although it dots not 
always happen that all the lines are by any means equally 
accurate. 

The most probable positions of the lines, given at the foot of 
the table, are derived from the most accurate of the observations 
of each- Below' are indicated the observations which have 
been used in the calculation in each casd, with the weight given 
to each; for I have not taken the simple average of those used, 
but have given higher weights to those that seemed the best. 
The “ Probable Error,” as given below the ** Probable Average," 
is partly calculated and partly estimated ; it seems rather large ; 
perhaps it should not really be so large. 

My second series of observations (No, 18 in the table) are not 
absolute measurements, but only comparisons with a and y , I 
have therefore not used them in the calculation of the general 
averages, This series is most likely affected by constant errors 
much larger than the probable errors given in the table from 
calculation. It seems rather curious that the actual errors of my 
first series (No. 17) are nearly allso much greater than the probable 
errors; and possibly the same thing may occur in some other 
cases. 

E. B. Kirk’s observation (No, 28) (though a very rough one 
as regards position) is one of the most striking of all ; and, being 
unique, confirmation of it is very desirable. It will be described 
under the different lines &c., concerned. 

■Where 1 have attached to an observation a Greek letter with 
a note of Interrogation, it means that it is uncertain whether the 

* But eke ob«rv«fa#s of each observer are placed together, however 
unequal In accuracy they may be. 
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foie observed was that named at the heed of the column. It Is 
not always possible to identify the lines and, in some oases, 
say identifications disagree with J. R. Cfpron’s. 

This table shows eleven distinct and well^oparated lines or 
bands, the existence of all of which may, in my opinion, be 
considered proved, all but A having been seen by two or more 
observers. 

Seven have been seen by numerous observers j I have myself 
seen them repeatedly, though none of the other four with cer¬ 
tainty ; but these (6, <, k 7 and a.) have all been seen by trust¬ 
worthy observers, and therefore may be accepted, though of 
course further confirmation would be advantageous. 

I shall now consider each line separately. 

$ is the only line yet seen in the red. It exists in all auroras 
that are tinged with red, though the spectroscope dees not 
always show it, I have always teen this line most eaily with a 
single prbm ; but often the slit has to be so wide that it appears 
merely as a red bjrder to o. In those reddish auroras where I 
have not been able to detect it, its invisibility is probably due to 
moonlight or some such cause. There can be no doubt that this 
line is the cause of the red colour. It varies greatly in brilliancy 
with reference to a; I have seen it as bright as a, but never 
brighter. 1 It sometimes exists when no redness is perceptible in 
the aurora, it being overpow ered by the other rays. 

a is almost always the brightest line in the spectrum. The 
only exceptions 1 nave seen w ere that once $ was as bright, and 
Once « hrighter (see below), a probably exists in all true auroras. 
In a few very faint ones 1 have not been able to see it, perhaps 
because it has been over]>owercd by the diffused light of the 
spectrum, which certainly varies in brightness relatively to the 
brightness of the lines. Very often when there is no decided 
aurora, a luminosity overspreads the sky, uniform in all direc¬ 
tions, though fading gradually towards the zenith ; 1 have several 
times seen the line a in its spectrum, but at other times it has 
been invisible, though the light has appeared equally bright. 

a and 0 are slender lines ; it is not clear w lvether this can be 
said of any of the other lines or bands. 

0. Wijkander’s is the only reliable observation of this line, but 
Vogel has one not far from the same place, and as he states his 
position is unreliable, there is no reason to doubt its being the 
same line. There is more doubt whether Peirce observed the 
same. 

i was observed both by Wijkander and Parent and probably 
by Fchce and Copeland. 

< consists of two lints, according to Vogel, which I have 
called and ; the latter, he says, became very bright when¬ 
ever 0 appeared. He is the only observer w ho describes two 
lines here (though I lmve at least once suspected t to be double), 
and therefore it is difficult to tell which of them other observers 
have seen, or whether they have seen both combined as one 
band. In the table 1 have assumed that the latter has u ually 
been the case, or at least that a band has licen seen in this place; 
possibly tliis bat:d has been different from cither. I have there¬ 
fore placed the observai ions w hich seem to apply to the band, 
or to the combined lines, in a sejtarate column from those that 
seem to refer to the individual lines; I ut the average of the 
former includes the observations of the latter. Barker and 
Procter describe a band here; also E. B. Kirk, who, in l88o, 
August 12, saw it as a band fading towards the violet; but in 
iSw, August 4, it faded away < n both ‘ides, though quite sharp 
at the edges, and w ith a pretty narrow slit it was broken up into 
lines—his impression is there Were six or eight; and that the 
group w as broader than the distance between « l and e 3 . He 
used one of Browning's “Maclean star spectroscopes, 1 ' with an 
ordinary convex lens instead of the cylindrical one. 

I have carefully examined my observation of this band, to 
see w hether it has appeared more refrangible when the red line 
has been visible or bright than when there has been little or 
no red; but the result of this examination is inconclusive. 
However, in 1869, April 16, and 1874, October 3, I noted that 
* was relatively brighter in the red part of the aurora than else¬ 
where, so far confirming Dr. Vogel. * 

« exists in nearly all auroras that are bright enough to show 
arty line berides a; perhaps in alb It varies very much in 
1 rightness w ith respect to the other lines. I have Sometimes 
fi und it the brightest next to a, and once the brightest of all, 
via. in 1882, November 30, between 5.50 and 6,5 a.m. There 

1 In considering the relative brightness of the different baods, it must be 
btroe to mind that it varies conrioerabl) with the width of the dk» the dis- 
«>er*toa,&c. 


was twilight at the time in addition to the aurora»hut I do nett see 
how this could produce the effect Between 5*40 and 5.50 that 
morning I estimated a three limes as bright as «, which was the 
second brightest line ; but T see no way of avoiding the conclu¬ 
sion that it was the brightest of all a few minutes later. 

C may be teen in most bright auroras. It U sometimes brighter 
than e. 

9} is much more seldom visible ; but I have several times Seen 
it brighter than either * or randy as bright as 7, or brighter 
than it \ but never so conspicuous as it, as the latter is rendered 
more visible by its position at the edge of the brighter part of 
the continuous spectrum. 

7 and 8 belong, I believe, to all auroras, always being visible 
when the spectrum is moderately bright. But their brightness 
varies with respect to each other and to a; indeed 1 do not know 
any two auroral lines that always vary together. 

y is usually the brightest line next to a, with my mode of 
observation. Several observers describe it as a band ; Vogel (to 
a double band (if not triple). Capron, on the authority of A. 
S, Heri-chel, says it consists of ** two lines, the first rather more 
frequently noted than the second ” (the more refrangible). I 
cannot see that this assertion is borne out by the accompanying 
table, 1 ut if it is coriect, the two lines must be about 4700 and 
4654. 1 have several times seen 7 as a band fading towards the 

violet E. B. Kirk, in 1880, saw it as a band; but in l88a» 
August 4, resolved it into bright lines—a broader group than *, 
less distinctly bounded, and with a less bright centre, and con¬ 
taining, he thinks, about twice as many lines. 

k appears to have been noted by two observers; one being 
Wijkander, who seems very accurate. 

5 is invariably fainter than 7 to me. 

A. Seen only by Lemstrom ; but he says that in 1871, Novem¬ 
ber 22, he u observed it with certainly three separate times.” 

The likelihood of the existence of lines in the violet or blue 
(Mich as A or k) hi addition to those commonly seen, is manifest 
to me from the fact that I have twice reen purple in auroras. 
The first due was at Sunderland, iS 6 g, May 13, at 10.55 P* m ^ 
when for a minute or two there was a large patch of coloured 
light—deep criiwon, exquisite pink, and most lovely phkbh 
pnrple, gradually passing into one another. The crimson was the 
same colour frequently observed ; the pink was very different, and 
far more beautiful. The crimson lasted after the other colours 
faded. The second time was in Skye, 1872, August 3, about 
10.30 p.m., when for two or three minutes there were large 
patches of a beautiful, but not deep, pinkbh purple. I had no 
time to observe the spectrum in either ca#e. It is manifestly 
improbable that these colours would be caused by any of the 
ordinary lines of the spectrum * probably one line in the violet 
or blue, in combination with the red line, could account for the 
various tints. 

Colours are closely connected with the ^ectrum ; but I cannot 
say I ever saw any in the aurora, except the purples and pink 
jmt referred to, that might not be readily accounted for by the 
ordinary lines of the spectrum with or without the red line; as 
the only c ther derided colours I have seen are red and the usual 
eenish colour, varying somewhat in intensity and perhaps tint, 
have seen other less decided colours j but, considering the 
extent to which the colours of the aurora might be affected by 
mbt, smoke, twilight, moonlight, &c., and one 1 ® judgment by 
the effect of contrast, I could not say that they certainly belonged 
to the aurora. 

The continuous light of the spectrum always reaches from a 
to 8 ; l>emg very faint from 7 to 8, rather faint from a to «, and 
sometimesbrighter from e to 7? or to f than beyond. Sometimes 
when f is too faint to be detected, the abrupt brightening of foe 
contii.uous spectrum at that point is plainly vhible. Kirk, in 
1882, on the occasion already mentioned, when the spectroscope 
was pointed bet* een the streamers, saw the spaces from a to e 
and from * to 7 apparently filled with shifting lines, very nume¬ 
rous and dose. Not that the lines really shifted, bet their 
flickering caused them to appear shifting, and possibly also to 
appear more numerous than they really were, when foe spec¬ 
troscope was pointed on the streamers these lines were obscured 
by the greater brightness >f the test of the spectium. 1 have 
myself often suspected lines between • and y, besides fund n 

It has been suggested that some of the rates may vary some¬ 
what in position ; but there is no evidence yet font the apparent 
variations are due to anything but errors of observation. 

A flickering of the Imfes has been observed in certain oases; 
in all probability this occurs with the whole spectrum when foe 
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aurora flashes, though it does not seem to have been remarked. 
My own observations have alt been made with a very wide 
slit, or, which comes practically to the Fame thing, with small 
dispersion. This has been owing to the usual feebleness of the 
greater part of the spectrum ; and many of the other observers 
haye for the same reason also used a wide slit. It may be useful 
to explain the method bv which most of my observations were 
made, as it seems successful for perceiving the lines and general 
character of the spectrum, though not for measuring the posi¬ 
tions. I have Mmply used one or two, or in some cases three 
prisms, usually of Chance's dense flint glass, and for a slit, the 
space between window*shutiers nearly shut, or between two 
planks placed against the window. I hold the prisms in my 
hand on a simple stand, not always fixed, but so that they may 
be easily moved with respect to each other and to the slit, so 
varying the amount of dispersion. The best results are usually 
obtained by holding them in the position of almost the greatest 
deviation possible. Varying the deviation alters the focus. 
If one plank or shutter is placed rather further forward than 
the other, the apparent width of the slit is varied at will by 
simply moving one’s head to one side or the other. By these 
means it is easy to observe all the different features of the 
spectrum, which require different widths of the slit and degrees 
of dispersion. A vacuvim tube or other light for comparison 
may be placed behind the slit, though it is obvious that with 
small dispersion accurate comparisons cannot be made. 

I have made some observations with a Browning’s “Miniature 
Spectroscope," with the diaphragm off, but it gives less light 
than simple prisms. I have aho tried a “ half-prism spectro¬ 
scope," by Iiilger, but unsuccessfully; but I find that by taking 
off the outer lens of the eyepiece and the diaphragm much more 
light is obtained ; I have not, however, had an opportunity of 
trying this plan yet on an aurora. 

The number of nights of aurora on which I have seen each 
line, between 1871, November I, and 1S83, March 27, is as 
follows :— 

3 « « f t? 7 S 

ir 83 34 14 7 33 =6 

On thirteen nights I could not be sure of any line, but on rix 
of these I suspected a, or else there was an abrupt fading away 
about where a should come. There were other auroras —mostly 
faint ones—whose spectra I did not observe. 

The lines visible in the spectrum often vary in the coarse of a 
few minutes, and indeed are not always the same in different* 
parts of the sky at the same time. I have never been able to 
detect that any |>artieular feature of the spectrum belongs to 
any particular type or feature of aurora, except that the line 3 
belongs to red auroras. 

Dr, Vogel thinks it probable that the auroral spectrum is a 
modified air-spectrum. The following are the most striking 
coincidences or approximations between my revised list of 
auroral lines and Vogel's lists of lines in the spectra of air and 
its constituents. They are sufficient to make the subject one 
worthy of consideration ; but perhaps this i< as much as can as 
yet be said. There are other approximations to very fjint air 
or gas lines, which he regards as of some importance ; but, as 
4 he lines in the latter spectra are so numerous, one would 
naturally expect such coincidences accidentally. 


Aurora. 

• l 5*37 

« 5226 
5199 

C 5001 


v 4870 
7 4688 
K 4366 


9 4378 


Aurora Spectrum Coincidences. 

Air. 

{^}s*3»dull. 

N 5224 very bright 

O 5189 very bright. 

H 5187 vtiy bright 

N 5004 bright. 

Air -f 5 °°® vei 7 bright. 

I 5002 very bright, 

O 4870 moderately bright. 
N 4704 very intense. 

O 4372 moderately bright. 

N 4363 bright. 

£ 4357 bright. 

••• H 435 s vei 7 bright. 

N 4275 very bright. 


A. S. Hencbel has pointed out the proximity of 0 to the dark 
atmospheric band a at 6279. 

Sunderland Thos. William Backhouse 


SCIENCE AT KAZAN * 

‘T'HE Kazan Society of Naturalists, which began its Memoirs 
A m 1871 with the remarkable work of M. M. Bogdanoff 
on the birds and mammals of (he black earth region of the 
basin of the Volga, has continued since to publish a series 
of most valuable explorations of the region of the lower 
Ural, Volga, and Siberia. We notice thus in the first eight 
volumes of its Memoirs the researches on earthquakes in 
Siberia, in Turkestan, and on the Ural, by M. Orion; several 
valuable papers on the Geology of the Obschiy Syrt plateau, by 
M. Sintsoff; of the Government of Vyatka, by M. Krotoff; of 
the Government of Kazan, by Prof, Stuckenberg; and of the 
banks of the Kania, by M.ZaUseff; a work on the birds of 
Caucasus, by M, Bogdanoff; a paper on the Teleostei of the 
mouth of the Volga, by M. Yakovleff; the history of the deve¬ 
lopment of the A (Spenser slurio, by M. Zalensky ; and tnyco- 
logical researches, by M. Sorokin ; several papers on the flora 
of the Government of Perm, by M. Kryloff; and two papers by 
M. Levakovsky on the substitution of certain species of plants 
for others in a given region ; ns well ns several valuable re¬ 
searches into the anthropology of the Bashkirs, Voguls, and 
Votyaks, by MM. Malieff, Sorokin, and Ostrovsky. 

The three last volumes of the Memoirs , which v e have now 
before us, contain aLo many valuable papers. In the depart¬ 
ment of botany we notice the second part of M. Krylofl’s flora 
of the Government of Perm. It contains a complete list of alt 
Phanerogam® discovered in this interesting province, which 
includes the Ural Mountains, completed by special researches 
into the subarctic and Alpine flora of this region. A map 
sho pretty well how such p'ants as the Viburnum oputus , the 
Cystilus bifiorus, the Tilia parvijlora , and the cereals are stopped 
in their extension by the Ural Mountains, reappearing again on 
their eastern slope ; whilst others, like the Qucrcu 1 peduneutata % 
or the Acerflatanoides, are stowed in their extension towards 
the east by the western spurs of the Ural and the lowlands of 
Siberia, their north eastern limit meeting nearly together with 
the south-western limit of extension of the finus cemhra, the 
Loniccra cocrulea, the Spima media , and Polygonum viviparum. 
The whole list contains 948 An »iosperm», and 8 Gyranoa permit. 
The Cryptogam* are represented by 38 Lycopodiace* and 124 
Lichens.—I >r. Martianoff publishes valuable materials for the 
flora of the Minusinsk region in Eastern Siberia, comprising a 
sketch of it^ climate (according to five years' meteorological 
observations by A. Krapotkin) and its physico-geographical 
characters. The flora of Minusinsk is much varied, as it e 11- 
bodies three separate botanical regions : the Alpine, the forest, 
and the steppe floras, intermingled with one another. Its 
general character is that of the Altai region, and out of 777 
Phanerogams, no less than 714 are Altaic, whilst only 59 belong 
to the flora of Eastern Asia, The Alpine flora has but 104 re¬ 
presentatives ; the forest-flora is the most widely spread, and 
at the same time the richest; it is represented by 579 species* 
The steppe fl ra, which covers nearly one-quarter of the 
Minusinsk district, and appears sporadically even on the plateaux 
of the hilly tracts, numbers 3(5 species. We can only notice 
here the excellent botanical sketches of separate parts of this 
“Siberian Italy” which we find in M. MartiauofTs work. His 
list of plant*, which contains 760 speciei of vascular plants, is 
unusually rich also in lower plants, the number of determined 
Fungi and Myxomycetes comprising 644 species.—An interesting 
work which has cost much labour to its author, M. Kryloff, is a 
description of all drugs—'mostly plants—used in the popular 
pharmacies of the Governments of Karan and Perm, The Pat 
comprises about 200 plants, with a description of their use in 
popular medicine. 

The zoological papers in this volume are but two On the 
innervation of the heart of the Esox Indus and Acipenser rut 9 s* 
mu, by MM, Kazem-beck and Doguei; and on the ear labyrinth 
of the Plagiostomi (Acipenser ruthenus y A . studs, and A. sekifa), 
by M, Sizoff Both papers have appeared also in the Archiv 
fUr microskopische Anatomic. 

Geology is represented by the following papers On the 
upper part of the mottled marls, by Prof. Stuckenberg; 
on the Permian in the Governments of Karan and Samara, 
by A, Zaitseff; and on the geology of the Volga between 
Nijni-Novgorod and Kazan, by P* Krotoff. The Zechstein 
appears in the region situated between the Kama, the water- 

1 Mtmtfrt 0/ the Society 0/ Naturalist* *t the Kasan University, voh. ■„ 
he., x., and xL. tM*-i8Sa. 
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shed of the Sok and Stash ma, and the Volga, as an island 
extending from north-east to south- west, ana covered on its 
borders by mottled marls. The former is closely mingled with 
the latter, as it extends also in the shape of thinner intermediate 
deposits among the marls ; but on the whole it substantially 
diners from them by its fauna, undoubtedly belonging to the 
Zechstein. As to the mottled marls, they contain the Unio 
umbonatus , Kisch., the Estkeria sp. {Posyd&n&mia minu(a t 
Brunn.}, the Ling til a orient alls, Golowkinsky, scales of Acrolepis 
matrodeyyna, Evchw., and Catamites, The Post-Pliocene de¬ 
posits are spread everywhere, and we notice the find of Caspian 
shells of Card turn, together with Dreissena , at the sources of 
the Cheremihan river (left tributary of the Volga, namely, at 
Balandino, ten miles from the Cheremshanskayn fort). This 
important find proves thus that the Caspian formerly extended 
at least as far north as 54^0' north latitude. As to the Permian 
formation to the west of Kazan, M. Krotoff, who includes in 
this formation both the Zechstein and the mottled marls, calcu¬ 
lates that it has a thickness of 810 to 860 feet. Showing 
further that the fauna of the mottled marls but slightly differs 
from that of the Zechstein (a complete list of its fossils being 
given by the author), and that the fossils that are characteristic of 
these marls{ Unto umbonatus, Fisch,, Unio castor , Eichw., Estheria 
sp., Cythere sp., remains of fishes, and Catamites) were found 
elsewhere, either in coaipany with purely Zechstein forms or in 
deposits subordinate to the Zechstein deposits, he concludes— 
perhaps too soon—that there is no grouna to consider them as 
Triassic. 

Anthropology and archaeology are represented by several 
interesting pa}>crs :—M. Krotoff publishes his researches into the 
age of the stone implements found in the basin of the Oka, and 
M. lvanoff on the Perm region.—M. Maiieff publishes the results 
of his most interesting measurements of the Old Bulgarian skulls 
dug out from the Babiy Bugor, at the Bulgarian village situated 
on the left bank of the Volga, close to Tetushi, and his paper 
is accompanied by sixteen photographs of four skulls. He 
measured the best preserved twenty-five skulls, all belonging to 
full-grown males. They are all much like one another, but 
could be subdivided into three groups : fourteen dolichocephalic, 
with indexes varying from 71*4 to 77*1 ; five mesatycephalic, 
their indexes varying from 77 8 to 79'8 ; and five subbraehl- 
cephalic, whose indexes vary from 8i‘i to 82*1, The average 
sue of the horizontal circumference of the twenty-five skulls is 
515 millimetres, with a maximum of 555 millimetres and a mini¬ 
mum of 490; the average capacity is 1381 cubic centimetres. 
They completely differ from the skulls of other inhabitants of the 
same region: not only Kalmuks, or Bashkirs, but also from the 
Russian, Tartar, or Mordovian skulls. Without expressing a 
definitive opinion until & comparison of these skulls with those of 
Bulgarians from the Balkan peninsula is made, the author points 
out that they are very much like those of the Kuorgan in¬ 
habitants of the Government of Moscow, who seem to be Old* 
Sclavonic, and certainly are not Finnish, as results from an 
inquiry made on 120 skulls by Prof. A. Bogdanoff. They are 
similar also to the skulls of the old inhabitants of Kieff and to 
those of the Scythes of Southern Russia. M. Malieff’s com¬ 
panion in these researches, who gives in the same periodical a 
sketch of the Old Bulgarian burying-place at Babiy Bugor, adds 
that the Skeletons they dug out had their heads towards the west, 
and were lying on the left side, looking towards the north 
(towards the Volga). Masses of pieces of earthenware were 
found together with the skeletons, and the pottery was of the 
roughest kind, made by hand, and burned very incompletely. 
He argues with much probability that this burying-place did not 
belong to a Mussulman people, but to idolaters, and supposes 
that Its antiquity may be traced as far back as the Stone period. 
In any case, the customs of burying, as shown by this burying- 
place, seem to have been very much like those of the Scla- 
vonians before their conversion. As to the burying-places at 
Chulpatavka and Ukrech, in the districts of Chri&topol and 
L&i&tar, explored by MM. Malieff and Vysotsky and de¬ 
scribed by the latter in bis second u Anthropological Sketch of 
the Explorations of the Year fWJo/' and by M. Malieff in his 
just-mentioned paper, both explore!* agree in considering them as 
beioagirg to Chuvashes. The craniologicel measurements which 
M. Malieff made on twenty skulls show that six of them belong 
to the mesatyoephalic type, the average cephalic index of which U 
74% and the others are either dolichacephalic, or belong to 
women and children, or afford a most pronounced asymmetry, 
and cannot thus give reliable figures, 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

The alumni and other friends of the University of St 
Andrews have been roused to action by the threat (now 
withdrawn) of its possible dissolution, in consequence of in¬ 
sufficient endowment. An 11 Appeal ” which has just been 
issued shows that 2700/. (in sums of from 100/. to 1000Z) has 
been already subscribed towards the better endowment of the 
Professorial Chairs ; and a scheme has been set on foot amongst 
the younger graduates for the no less essential object of secur¬ 
ing the augmentation of the open bursaries. Upwards of 
2co/. (in sums of from 1/. to 50/.) has been already promised 
towards this special fund, and an appeal from the Committee 
appointed for this purpose will shortly be circulated. There is 
good reason to believe that the withdrawal of the obnoxious 
clause has been partly occasioned by the practical shape which 
the defence of the oldest Scottish University has thus assumed. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

TlHV. American Journal of Science, June, 1883.—On the nature 
of the induration in the St. Peter’s and Potsdam sandstones and 
in certain Archaean quartzites, in Wisconsin, by R. D. Irving. 
The author extends the conclusions already arrived at by Sorby in 
several Important respects.—On the existence of a deposit in North- 
Eastern Montana and North-Western Dakota, that is possibly 
equivalent with the Green River group, by Charles A. White. 
The paper embodies a detailed description of the new extinct 
genui and species of Perckta occurring in the Dakota rocks, by 
Prof. E. D. Cope.—On the peculiar concretions occurring in 
meteoric irons, by J. Lawrence Smith. These concretions are 
found to contain sulphuret of iron, schreibersite (phosphuret of 
iron and nickel), graphite, daubrttalite, chromite, lawrencite, 
aragonite. —On mineral vein formation now in progress at 
Steamboat Springs compared with the same at Sulphur Bank, 
by Joseph he Conte,—Observations on the transit of Venus, 
December 6, 1882, at the Vanderbilt University Observatory, 
Nashville, Tennessee, by Olin II. Landreth.—On the fauna 

found at Lime Creek, Iowa, and its relation to other 

geological fauna, by S. Calvin. A complete catalogue 

is given of the Lime Creek fauna which are compared 

with those of the Niagara, Cinderbook, and other Devonian 
rocks,—Observations on stratified drift in Delaware, by F, D. 
Chester.—On the western discharge of the flooded Connecticut, or 
that through the Farmington Valley to New Haven Bay, by James 
D. Dana.—Results of some experiments made to determine the 
variations in length of certain bars at the temperature of melting 
ice, by R. S. Woodward, E. S, Wheeler, A, R. Flint, and W. 
Voigt. The experiments are chiefly made with zinc aud steel 
bars, and the authors found that zinc is the least reliable metal for 
the components of a metallic thermometer and standard of length, 
while steel, copper, and brass do not vary appreciably at any 
ordinary temperature.— On Scoviilite, a new phosphate of didy- 
raiura, yttrium, aud other rare earths, from Salisbury, Connecti¬ 
cut, by George J. Brush and Samuel L. Penfield. 

Journal of the Royal Microscopical Society for April, 1883, 
contains :—On five new Floscnleu, with a note on Prof. Leidy’s 
genera, Acyclus and Dictyophora, by Dr. C. T. Hudson (Plates 
3 and 4).—The President’s (Prof. P.M. Duncan) address.—The 
action of tannin on the cilia of Infusoria, with remarks on the 
use of a solution of sulphurous oxide in alcohol, by H. J. 
Waddington.—Summary of reoent literature.—Proceedings of 
the Society. 

Journal of the Russian Chemical and Physical Society ^ vol. xv. 
fare. 4,— On solutions, by W. Alexeyeff ; being an inquiry into 
the mutual solutions of liquids, as depending upon temperature. 
The experiments carried out on aniline, amyl and isobutyl 
alcohols, phenol, &c., lead to the following conclusions:—The 
hypothesis of Person as to the liquefaction of bodies before 
solution is not confirmed. The solubility depends upon the 
molecular cohesion, and increases as this last becomes feebler. 
Thus, at the same temperature, more of liquid than of solid 
salicylic add is dissolved, live solutions are quite different from 
chemical compounds, and the liquid mixtures are-different from 
solutions.—On the specific volumes of elements in liquid com¬ 
pounds ; second paper, by M, Sholfeyeff The conclusions of 
these valuable researches areThe compound* of the fiat series 
are derived from the uneven-atomic carbon j and those of the 
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aromatic aerie* from the even-atomic carbon. The specific 
volume of carbon is C « 21 in the compounds of the 

former ; cries, and C * 1 2 in the C-H** compounds of the Second 
series.—On Caucasus naphtha, byM. W. MarkovnikofT and W. 
Ggloblin, being a thorough analysis of it.—On the identity 
(a wftXas** (3fcw)* + - **)*, and its meaning in physics, 

by N. SJouguinoff.—On the focal properties of diffraction-nets, 
by M. Mercbing.—On the specific properties of iudiarabber, by 
N. Hcsehus, They cannot be explained by the presence of 
air ve-icles. 

To the Bulletin of the Belgian Acadlmie Royal* des Sciences, 
for 1883, part 3, M. C. Malaise sends a valuable paper 
on the constituent elements of the Silurian formations of 
Brabant, An approximate thickness of 12,000 or 14,000 feet 
is assigned to tne various groups constituting the older 
schistose rocks of this province.—Ed. Dupont deals with 
the origin of the Belgian Carboniferous limestones; and papers 
are contributed by M. Tcrby on the aspect snd positions of the 
great comet of 1882; by M. Chevron, on tne inflammable 
nature of the ga^es liberated in the decomposition of beetroot; 
by Baron Kervyn de Lettenhove, on the Conference of Bayonne 
of 1565; by Alphonse Wautcrson, on the origin and rise of the 
early 1 * Jewish school of painting previous to the Van Eycks.— 
Part 3 contains contributions by J, de Tilly, on Chasles' theorem 
of central axes ; by Ed. Van Beneden, cn some additions to the 
ichthyological fauna of the Belgian seaboard ; by M. Genocchi, 
on the algebraic functions of Prymand Hennite; by Joan Boh), 
on the reforms recently introduced into the commercial jurispru¬ 
dence of Italy. 

Ren die on ti of the Reale Istituto Lombardo di Scienee e Leftere ; 
April 12, 1883.—Some applications of symbolic variability to 
mechanical problems, by S. C. C. Formcnti. This paper is 
concluded in the next number, April 26.—On springs, head 
streams, and underground currents in the Italian Alps, by Prof. 
T. Taramelli.—Experimental researches on the decomposition 
of adipose substances in water, in damp earth, damp rooms, and 
in water charged with 10 per cent, of ammonia, by C. A. 
Tamasria.—A study of microscopic organisms in sweet, »«alr, 
and mineral waters, by Prof. L. Maggi.—Remarks on the 
equivalence of magnetic and galvanic distributions, by Pro£ E. 
Beltrami.—A preliminary inquiry into ZanardelH’s projposed 
Italian penal code, by Prof. A, Buccellati.—On an unpublished 
letter or Francesco Maurolico, dated September II, 1J71, in 
connection with the battle of Lepauto, by L. De-Marcht.—On 
an example of realism in classic art, by Prof. J. Gentile. 

April 26.—A comparative study of the aracnofauna of Abys¬ 
sinia and Shoa, by Prof. Pietro Pavesi. The author determines 
thirty new species of spiders, for one of which [Chiasmopes) he 
establishes a new order.—On the determination of the coefficients 
of specific force for iron independently of Wohler's numbers, 
by Prof. C. Clericetti.—Suggestions on a substitute for capital 
punishment in Zanardelli’s new Italian penal code, by Cesare 
OUva.—Remarks on banking and the cheque system introduced 
into the new Italian commercial code, by L. Gallavresi. 

A Hi of the Roman Reale Accademia dei Lincei, April z.—On 
Finlay's comet {1882), by S. Respighi.—On the first observer of 
the optical illusion converting convex into concave ai d concave 
into convex surfaces, by S. Govi. The priority of discovery 
usually assigned either to Joblot (1718) or to Christopher Cock 
(1688) is here credited to Eustachio Divini (1663) on document¬ 
ary evidence,—On the presence of native cinnabar and sulphide 
of silver in the Tolfa Hills, by S. Blasema. 

April 15.—Biographical notice of the late Bertraudo Spaventa, 
by S. Ferri.—On the migrations of the ancient peoples of the 
Armenian Highlands and Asia Minor, studied in the light of the 
Egyptian monuments and hieroglyphical inscriptions, by S, 
Fiorelli,—A notice of the archaeological discoveries made in 
various ports of Italy duriug the month of March, by S, Ftortlli. 

Revue internationals des Sciences bwlogiques (or March, 1883, 
contains :—On the origin of the vertebrates and the principle of 
the transformation of functions, by Dr. A. Dohrn.—On the exci¬ 
tability of plants, by Dr. Burdon Sat derson.—On dwarfs and 
giants, by D. L. Delboeuf,—Proceedings of the Academy of 
Sciences, Paris, of the Belgian Academy, and of the Academy 
of Amsterdam, 

April, 1883, contains:—On the primordial flora, by LmiIs 
Crif.— On the origin and relation of sex, by M. Debierre.—On 
colour and mimicry in insects, by Dr, Hagen.—Proceedings 
of the Academy of Sciences, Paris, and the Academy of Science^ 
Amsterdam. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

Lo*don 

Royal Society, May io.—"Note on the Motor Roots of the 
Brachial Plexus, and on the Dilator Nerve of the Iris. 1 ' By 
David Fcrricr, M.D., LL.D., F.R.S., Professor of Forensic 
Medicine in King’s College, 

In a communication to the Royal Society (published in the 
Pt oc. Roy, Soc ,, vcl. xxxii. 1881) on the u Functional Relations 
of the Motor Roots of the Brachial and Lumbo-Sacral Plex¬ 
uses," my colleague Prof. Gerald Yeo and myself gave an 
account of the results of electrical stimulation of the several 
motor roots of the brachial and crural plexuses in the monkey. 
We there described the muscular actions of the upper extremity 
os resulting from stimulation of the first dorsal up to the fourth 
cervical nerve. 

The careful dissections made at our request by Mr. W. Tyrell 
Brooks, Demonstrator in the Physiological Laboratory, King's 
College, and a repetition of the stimulation experiments which I 
have made, have revealed an error in the enumeration of the 
roots of the brachial plexus which, in common with Prof. Yeo, 
I w ish to correct. What we took for the fiM dorsal nerve has 
proved in reality to be the second dorsal. Hence the results of 
the experiments must be read as applying to the spinal nerves 
from the second dorsal to the fifth cervical respectively, instead 
of from the first dorsal to the fourth cervical, as stated in our 

p Th c anterior division of the second cl oral nerve in the monkey 
apparently invariably gives a well developed communicating 
branch to the find dorsal, besides giving off the second inter¬ 
costal nerve and a branch to the stellate or inferior cervical 


ganglion of the sympathetic. 

The three branches, as seen in a dissection made for me by 
Mr. Brooks seem pretty equal in size, and all come off from the 
main tiunk together. 

The brachial plexis in man is not usually, in text-books of 
anatomy, considered as deriving any of its component roots 
below the first dorsal. In “Quain's Anatomy " (ninth edition, 
p. 619), however, a brm.ch from the second to the find dorsal is 
given as a variety. On this subject Dr. I). J. Cunningham has 
\ ublished a note in the Journal of Anatomy and Physiology^ 
vol. xi. part iib, p. 539, 1877. I)r. Allen Thomson having 
mentioned to him that he had on one or two occasions seen Mich 


a communicating branch in man, he investigated the point,'with 
the result of finding a communicating branch from the second to 
the first dorsal in twenty-seven out of thirty^even dissections. 
Of the ten cases where it w as not fonnd, five were fo compli¬ 
cated by previous interference in the dissecting-room or by 
pleuritic adhesions and thickenings, that they may be considered 
as doubtful. But, even including these, it appears that the 
second dorsal sends a communicating branch to the first in 
73 per cent, of the cases. Hence It should be considered Os 
more than a mere variety. If a perfect homology exists betwe a 
the roots of the plexus in man and the monkey, the second 
dorsal root would be the one presiding over the intrinsic muscles 
of the hand Presumably in those cases where it is not found 
its functions are represented in the fir.^t dorsal. 

Dilator Nerve of the Me. —Prof. Yeo and I mentioned in our 
paper {sup. cit.) that in one esse in which we directed special 
attention to the pupil, stimulation of the anterior toots from the 
first dorsal to tne fourth cervical—-in reality from the second 
dorsal to the fifth cervical—caused no change in the pupil, 
though the movements of the limb occurred with regularity, 

I have since investigated this point during the course of 
another research on which X have been for some time engaged. 
I have experimented on four monkeys. The animals were 
thoroughly narcotised with chloroform and kept to during the 
whole course of the experiments. The posterior roots of the 
nerves under investigation were cat, end the anterior stimulated 
within the vertebral canal with a weak induced current front the 
secondary coil (distant 30 to 15 cm.) of a Du Bolt Rcymond'e 
magneto-electromotor and one Darnell. As in former experi¬ 
ments, a large flat electrode was plated on the sacrum he a 
neutral point, the exciting electrode being a hooked needle, by 
muons of which the roots could be easily Insulated and separately 
stimulated. 

In the first experiment 1 foiled to obtain dilatation of ^he 
pupil from stimulation of the spinal root* from the second dorsal 
up to the fourth cervical, though the function*! activity of rim 
roots was indicated by movement* of the limb In the second 
X exposed the dorsal roots from the eighth up to the third in* 
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eforive. Thoug£ different strengths of entreat Were tried, no 
change in the pupil occurred, ume» when the current wee so 
strong as to cense diffuse stimutetien. In each cases both pupils 
would occasionally become dilated, as tender sensory ttimuUmon 
in mend. The functional activity of the roots under i»ve*tiga- 
tiouwas shown by contraction of the thoracic muscles on the 
side of stimulation. 

In the third experiment, however, results were obtained of 
such definiteness and uniformity as to indicate almost without 
further confirmation the origin of the dilator nerve of the irK 

In this experiment the spinal nerves were exposed from the 
sixth cervical to the eighth dorsal inclusive. The posterior roots 
were cut on the left side, and the anterior roots stimulated, 
while the eyes were carefully observed by two assistants—my 
pupils, Mr. Norvill and Mr. Ea?t, Dilatation of the left pupil 
occurred almost invariably on stimulation of the second dorsal 
root, whereas no change whatever could be perceived on stimu¬ 
lation of any of the other expoted roots. This was verified over 
and over again, and the several roots repeatedly compared with 
each other. The distance of the secondary coil in this experi¬ 
ment ranged from 20 to 18 cm. 

Stronger currents not carefully insulated caused dilatation of 
both pupils wherever the stimulation was applied, an expression 
only of general sensory stimulation. 

After death a careful dis<ection was made for me by Mr. 
Brooks, and the effective root, which was marked, proved to be 
the second dorsal. An examination with a lens showed that the 
fibres of the posterior root of this nerve had been completely 
severed. 

The results of the third experiment were entirely confirmed by 
the fonrtb. 

In this I exposed the spinal nerves from the seventh cervical 
to the fourth aortal and cut the posterior roots on the left side. 

Here again with the utmost uniformity on each stimulation of 
the second dorsal, the left pupil, and this one only, became 
widely dilated ; whereas stimulation of the other roots was 
entirely negative in respect to the pupil. 

I ascertained in thU experiment that a strength of current 
which would suffice to excite the muscles of the limb or trunk 
to action would frequently fail to cause any dilatation of the 
pupil when applied to the second dorsal. Somewhat stronger, but 
yet barely perceptible on the tongue, the current at once caused 
the pupil to dilate. Occasionally also if the second root had 
been stimulated repeatedly the ins failed t) respond, probably 
from mere exhaustion of the nerve. 

Circumstances such as the e would, I think, account for the 
absence of the pupil-reaction in my first experiment, and also in 
the experiment related by Prof. Yeo and myself, where the 
second dorsal root was really under stimulation. 

The general result of these experiments is to show that in the 
monkey, and presumably also in man, the dilator fibres of the 
iris contained in the cervical sympathetic are derived from the 
anterior root of, the second dorsal nerve. 


Mathematical Society, June'ia.—Prof. Henrici, F.R.S., 
president, in the chair.—Prof, W. Woolsey Johnson, of Anna¬ 
polis, was admitted into the Society.'—Prof. Cayley, F.R.S., 
spoke on the subject of sever invariants, and Mr. Hammond's 
recent discovery.—Prof Sylvester, F/R.S. (who was very 
cordially welcomed), and Mr. Hammond spoke on the same sub¬ 
ject—Mr, Tucker (Hon. Sec.) read parts of papers by Prof. 
H. Lamb, on the mutual potential of two lines m space 1 by 
Mr. H. M. Jeffery, F,R.S M on bicircular quartics with col linear 
foci 3 and made a few remarks on the subject of inverse coordi¬ 
nate curves. 

Physical Society, June 9.—Prof. Clifton in the chair,— 
Dr. Obach described an improved construction of the movable 
coll 6 f galvanometer for determining currents and E.M.F. in 
absolute measure. This is a more sensitive* accurate, and 
powerful instrument than the old form. It is intended for accurate 
measurements and testing other metrument*. The needle of the 
new fdnn does not dip; and its vibrations ore rendered dead 
beat by an air chamber. The secants of the Inclination of the 
coil are the multiplier* of the tangents of the deflections. The 
coil consists of a tingle solid rod or band of copper foe measuring 
powerful cnrrentsj and on the same ring is a fine cell of German 
sffver whre for measuring E.M.F. No Shunt is required* owing 
to rim mpvabfllty of the coiL Br, Obach gave figures showfag 
the accuracy of the appamtn’, which is very great—Professors 
Ayrton and Perry read a paper on the electric resistance of water, 
bmegthe mult of some experiments madeby them some time ago. 


A comparison of the galvanometer and electrometer methods of 
measuring this resistance was made daring the experiments, die 
results being in favour of the Utter, especially with currents of 
less than 6 volts. When the electrodes or platinum plates in 
the water were end-on, the resistance was leas than when face to 
free. Mr, Boys thought this'eurioug result might be due to the 
resistance between the surface of the plates and the water being 
reduced, In answer to Dr. Coffin, Prof. Ayrton stated that the 
plates were heated between every two experiments in the blow¬ 
pipe. Prof G. Guthrie remarked that Koblrauach had found 
ordinary distilled water to be much more conductive than pure 
dintilied, water, which was an insulator, nod inquired if Prof. 
Ayrton chose pure water. The latter replied that as his 
experiments were to test the merits of the galvanometer and 
electrometer modes of testing, ordinary distilled water wa; 
used. Prof. Jones stated that he found it best to use alter¬ 
nating currents for measuring the liquid resi tance of cells, 
and described a mercury commutator for rapidly reversing the 
testing current.—Prof. Ayrton then described a lecture appa¬ 
ratus for showing the laws of centrifugal force. A ripidly 
rotated arm carrying a movable weight springs from the centre 
of an aneroid chamber filled with mercury. This chamber U on 
the rotating axle, and as the centrifugal force of the arm pulls 
out the diaphragm, the mercury falls in the chamber and in a 
tube opening from it. Prof. Guthrie remarked that the appa¬ 
ratus would serve as a speed counter.—Prof. Perry then read a 
paper on the kinetic energy of rotating bodies, in which he 
pointed out the practical drawbacks to the “moment of inertia" 
calculations, and suggested the use of a new constant (lermed fen 
the nonce the “ M "), This is the amount of kinetic energy pos¬ 
sessed by a rotating body when miking oie revolution pet 
minute. To find the energy for N rev dutions per minute, 
multiply this by N M . In the same way the “M” of a machine 
can be found and used. 

Paris ’ 

Academy of Sciences, June 11,—M. E. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, in the chair.—On some properties of a binaiy form of the 
eighth order, by F. Brioschi,—On the homogeneity of mathe¬ 
matical formulas, by A. Ledieu.—Four methods of separating 
gallium from iridium, by M. Lccoq de Boisbaudran,— Process 
to be adopted in observing the first radicules of the lymphatic 
system, and in determining whether these radicules communicate 
or not with the blood capillaries, by E. Sappey. The intimate 
union of the radicules with the bloodvessels, which had long 
been assumed on general grounds, is here demonstrated by actual 
observation.—Researches on rabies, by Paul Gibier. The points 
examined are (1) the manner of inoculation ; (2) transmission of 
rabies through the mother3 (3) the presence of foreign sub¬ 
stances in the stomach of the dog in connection with the dia¬ 
gnosis of rabies; (4) attenuation of the virus : (J) the parasites 
of rabies. The' author shows that the canine, like some other 
kinds of virus, may be attenuated by cold. That hydrophobia 
is due to a special parasite, although not vet scientifically demon¬ 
strated, is rendered highly probable.—Facts and results serving 
| to determine some new properties of sulphate of iron, by 
M. Rohart.—On the properties of phosphoric glass (the so- 
called verrt de phosphate de ckaux ), by M. Sidot.— M. 
de Quatrefages presented, on behalf of M. de Laccrda, 
a memoir on an organism found in the victims of yellow 
fever, and by him regarded as a fungus. In the accompany¬ 
ing plate are represented the various stages of development 
01 this organism.—On the track of Encke’s comet in the years 
1871-1881, by M. Backland.—On a mode of transformation of 
figures in space, by MM. J. S. and M. N. Vanecek.—On the 
theory of the binary form of the sixth order, by R. Perrin.—A 
study of continuous periodical fraction?, by E. de Jonqui^res 
(continued).—On the reflection of light on the sdrfatc of dis¬ 
turbed fluids, by L. Lecomu.— On the variation of the capillary 
constant of insulating liquid surface*, such as ether and sulphuret 
of carbon, in contact with water, under ihe action of an electro¬ 
motive force, by M. KrouchkolL— On the formation of the 
glycotate of bibatic soda, by M. de Forcrsad.— On the hydrates 
of baryte*, by E. I, Maumead It fa shown that barytes makes 
no exception to tbs genera1 taw 0# hydrates, with which the 
numerous results obtained by Fremy, Fllhol, Deville, and others, 
are in harmony.— On the fermentation of bread-stuffs, by V. 
Marcano.—On the artificial production of barytine, ceeleatine* and 
anhydrite, by A. Gorgeu.—On the origin and process of forma¬ 
tion of bauxite and granular iron, hr Stan. Meunier.— On respira¬ 
tion in rarefied air, by MM, Fraenkel and Geppert. 
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June 18.—M. Blanchard, president, in the chain—A despatch 
from San Francisco was read announcing M. Janssen's discovery 
of the Fraunhofer spectrum and of the dork Hues of the solar 
spectrum in the corona, implying the f^reaence of cosmic matter 
round the sun. Five photographs were taken of the corona and 
circumsolar regions to a distance of 15 0 for intra-Mercurial 
planets.—A new method of determining the right ascensions 
and absolute declinations of the stats (continued), by M. Loewy. 
—On a drawing of the great comet of 1882, executed at M. 
Blschoffsheim’s observatory near Nice, by M. Faye.—On the 
movements observed in the monolithic pillars supporting the 
meridian of the Neuch&tel Observatory, by M. Faye. From 
these observations, which have been regularly recorded s-ince the 
foundation of the Observatory in 1859, it apj>ears that even the 
moBt solid parts of the earth’s crust are subject to slight move¬ 
ments, slow, regular, and partly oscillatory ; also that the 
variable intensity of the movements depends on the one hand ou 
the meteorological conditions of the year, while it is connected 
on the other with the periodical perturbations produced in the 
solar photosphere.—-On a system of optical telegraphy established 
by M. Adam between the Islands of Mauritius and Reunion, 
by M. Faie.—On a carbon meteorite which fell on June 30, 
1880, near Nogoga, province of Entre-rios, Argentine States, 
by M. Daubree.—Experimental and clinical researches on the 
method of producing anaesthesia in the organic affections of the 
encephalon, by M. Brown-S&juard.—- Numerous experiments 
made on dogs, rabbits, &c., seem to show that the paralysis 
caused by an organic affection of one of the various parts of the 
brain depends scarcely ever, if at all, on the cause usually 
assigned to it, that is, the loss of function of the part destroyed. 
—On the determination of the fly-wheels of tooRengines, by 
M. X. Kretz.—On the sulphurets of phosphorus, by M. Isam- 
bert.—On a method of transformation of figures in apace, by 
MM. J. S. and M. N. Vanecek.—On the theory of the 
binary form of the sixth order, by R. Perrin (continued).—On 
the continuous reduction of certain quadratic forms, by E. 
Picard.—On the magnifying power of optical Instruments, by M. 
Monoyer.—Evaporation of sea water in the south of France, and 
more particularly in the Rhone delta, by M. Dieulafait. From 
various observations the author concludes that throughout the 
deltaic region, even to a distance of twelve miles inland, the 
mean annual evaporation of the sea water is at least 6 mm, every 
twenty-four hours.—On some properties of the sulphuret, selcn- 
ide, aud telluride of tin, by A, Ditte.—Determination of the 
carbonic acid of the air in the stations selected for observing the 
transit of Venus, by MM. A, Muntz and E. Aubin.—Volumetric 
quantitative analysis of sulphuret of carbon in sulphocarbonates, 
byE. Failures.—On the emetics of mucic acid, by D. Klein.—On 
the respiratory organs in the Chelonia, by L. Charboonet Salle. 
—On the cellules of the follicule in the ovum, and on the nature 
of sexuality, by A. Sabatier. From his protracted studies of 
the processes of gemmation and parthenogenesis, the author con¬ 
cludes that in the reproductive elements there are two principles 
of opposed polarities, the centripetal (blastophore)and centrifugal 
(spermatoblast). When the two polarities are in a reciprocal state 
of equilibrium the cellule is in a state of sexual neutrality , and 
capable of parthenogenesis. But should the equilibrium become 
disturbed by the disappearance of either element through any 
biological change, one of the elements becomes predominant and 
the cellule acquires a determined sexuality, male by the elimina¬ 
tion of the centrifugal, female by that of the centripetal element. 
There may thus be various degrees of sexuality, which become 
completely differentiated only through successive processes of 
elimination.— New method of discolouration of the pigment in 
the eye of Arthropods, by C. E, della Torre.—Observations on 
the movements of the ground in the Chiloe Archipelago, by 
Ph. Germain, 

[Bkruk 

Physiological Society, Tune 1.—Prof. Kronecker reported 
that in a demonstration of the action of the cooling down of 
nerves upon their conductibility, he observed a lesser velocity of 
conduction of the stimulus instead of the greater velocity that he 
expected, and that he had found this observation confirmed by 
subsequent experiments. Hence the correctness of an earlier 
casual observation of Herr von Helmholtz, that the cooling 
down of a nerve diminished its conductibility. which had been 
denied by subsequent observers, has been vindicated ; but Prof, 
Kronecker admits that the contrary may also be true, because 
frogs may present, under different conditions and alt different 
seasons, utterly diverse phenomena. The influence of tempera¬ 


ture on the excitability of sensory nerves, the complement of the 
above observation, was investigated in frogs whose spinal coed 
was cut through by measuring the length of time occupied by 
reflex movements when their legs were dipped into dilute sul¬ 
phuric add ('5 or 1 per thousand) at different temperatures. In 
the case of all frogs and at all active degrees of concentration of the 
acid, the time required for the reflex action was shortest, t.r. the 
immersed leg was quickest drawn out, when the acid was coldest— 
o° or +4 0 up to + 5 °—and the time required for the reflex action 
was on the contrary longer at the temperature of the air of the 
room/ and longest at the highest temperature ihat was employed, 
30° to 35 0 . The influence of cooling down, not the peripheral 
nerve?, but the spinal cord itself, will be investigated in future 
experiments.—Prof, du Bois Reymond communicated a short 
notice from a letter of Prof. Babuchin's to him, which contains 
a fact interesting as showing the power of adaptation to their 
surroundings that electric fish possess. Prof, du Bois Reymond 
had previously called attention to the fact that the electric eels 
and malapterurus that live in badly-conducting fresh water show* 
in as far as they have accommodated themselves to this medium, 
a considerable development of their electric organ in length 
compared with the small size of its transverse diameter, whereas 
in the electric rays that live in sea water, which is a good con¬ 
ductor, the electric organ has a greater transverse development; 
consequently the electromotor powers of the electric organs of 
the electric eel and malapterurus on one side, and of the electric 
ray on the other, were to one another inversely as the conducti¬ 
bility of the surrounding media. The measurements of Hum¬ 
boldt and of Sachs of growing electric eels had shown that in 
their growth the electric organ increased proportionately more 
in length than in transverse diameter, which is a teleological 
adaptation to the badly-conducting fresh water. Now the above- 
mentioned note of Prof. Babuchin contained the communication 
that in growing electric rays the electric organ increased pro¬ 
portionately much more in breadth than in height j this is like¬ 
wise in conformity with the adaptation to the sea water, which 
is a good conductor. 
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WILLIAM SPOTTISWOODE 

NGLISH science is still staggering under the blow 
it received last week in the death of the universally 
respected President of its leading scientific society. The 
world is always the poorer for the sudden withdrawal 
from its many activities of a man sans peur et sans 
refirocke, but there is always an inner world where the 
loss is more keenly felt, and in this case it is the turn of 
the world of science to mourn one who has made her 
name so honoured while he has made his own $0 loved. 
It is not too much to say that the death of William 
Spottiswoode is felt as a personal loss by every real 
student of any department of natural knowledge who ever 
came within his influence or had the opportunity of 
knowing anything of the pure and earnest nature of the 
man. As is but natural, those who have been working 
along those lines of thought -and they are many —which 
he had made or almost made his own, will feel the loss 
most keenly, not merely because the so precious sympathy 
is gone, but because of the swift insight, valuable criti¬ 
cisms, and happy suggestions as to future work always so 
freely at the disposal of any one who would consult him 
either in difficulties or success. 

We should however entirely fail in our duty and in our 
estimate of what he has done for science did we lay too 
great stress either upon the special work which he did 
himself or that which he in a greater or less degree in¬ 
fluenced in the manner we have just indicated. How 
much he has personally done we stated some little time 
ago, little thinking, alas ! that what we gave as the 
results he had achieved and the honours which had fol¬ 
lowed upon them was anything more than an earnest of 
what was to follow. It has proved to be the full tale, but 
it is still one which places him high in the ranks of 
scientific workers. But, as we have said, high as his 
place in science would be from this point of view, we 
doubt whether it is on that that the greatest stress must 
be laid. 

Some men of science of first class working power arc 
so constituted that the less interest they take in the 
general conduct of affairs connected with science or 
scientific bodies the better, A man of this kind helps the 
affairs on very little and he loses his own time, Spottis¬ 
woode was exactly the opposite of such a man. In 
Council every word he uttered was pure gold, and when 
we remember that it is now twenty-two years since he 
began his council work as Treasurer of the British Asso¬ 
ciation, ind that it has never been interrupted till the 
time of his death, we get an idea of his influence on our 
natibpal scientific activity, No effort was too great for 
him, no time spent too long^ no margin of time too 
short, if anything worth doing had to be done; the per¬ 
sonal force and the personal example were both there; 
dullards became enthusiasts if doing was in question, 
while enthusiasts were checked at times when action was 
impolitic or premature. 

It can easily be imagined that so cultured a man with 
such qualities as those to which we have referred was 
a laige figqre in other than scientific activities ; and that 
Vfct. XXVHL—No. 714 


both on the ground of his own personal merit, and as 
representing the Royal Society as its President, he was a 
marked figure in our English society. 

Hence it is that the movement in consequence of which 
his remains are being buried in Westminster Abbey to¬ 
day was one not at all confined to the scientific world, 
nor was the claim embodied in the memorial to the Dean 
of Westminster made simply on scientific grounds. As 
remarked in the Times , “ no more distinguished body of 
men, none more thoroughly representative of the commu¬ 
nity, ever united for a similar object ” When we consider 
that their names were obtained within two days, the quick¬ 
ness of the sympathy and the unanimity of the feeling 
indicated among the most prominent and gifted sections 
of our society were certainly remarkable. 

The Dean’s letter granting the prayer of the me¬ 
morialists is one again which does such honour to 
Spottiswoode that we give it in this place :— 

“ I am deeply sensible of the loss which the country 
has sustained in the death of the President of the Royal 
Society, The names appended to the weighty memorial 
which you have just laid before me are sufficient evidence 
of the widespread desire that the highest public honours 
should be paid to the memory of one whose peculiar 
claims have been urged so forcibly. In addition to that 
memorial, 1 have this morning received one expressing 
the same desire, and bearing the signatures of many 
hundreds of working men, with whom he was brought in 
daily intercourse. Although in consideration of the 
limited space yet remaining for interment within the 
Abbey I should have myself suggested a monument rather 
than a grave, yet 1 cannot but assent, after much anxious 
consideration, to the wish that your memorial expresses. 
I recognise in the late Mr. Spottiswoode, not merely a 
man of special scientific attainments, but one who from 
his interest in and sympathy with all the many branches 
and departments of scientific knowledge was peculiarly 
fitted to represent English science in its widest aspect, 
and who was at the moment of his death the chosen and 
the honoured President of the Royal Society. I recognise 
! in him also a man of the very highest and most stainless 
1 character—<5ne whose great gifts were only equalled by 
the purity and attractiveness, and, 1 may be allowed to 
add, the devoutness and humility, of his daily life. And, 
not least of all, 1 feel that in honouring him we are not 
only honouring one whose name is dear to men of science 
ana of literature, and of eminence in every sphere of 

E ublic and of social life, but one whose memory will long 
e treasured by the working classes, to whose highest 
interests and welfare he was so deeply devoted , v 

William Spottiswoode then is buried in Westminster 
Abbey to-day, by the side of his ancestor, an Archbishop 
of St, Andrews*; and his remains will be followed to the 
grave by representatives of the scientific bodies and other 
interests with which he was connected ; nor will sym¬ 
pathy for the widow be wanting to fill up the cup of 
sadness. English science sorrows, and will long 
sorrow for the heavy loss, but still she is the richer 
for Spottiswoode’s life and work, not least because his 
life was so good and so pure, and because, as President 
of the Royal Society, he has set an example which who¬ 
ever succeeds him will be proud to follow. 

It must not be forgotten that the Presidency of the 
Royal Society is the highest honour "which it is in the 
power of the Fellows of that Society to bestow. How 
worthily and how well it was bestowed in the case of 
Spottiswoode is patent to all. A great responsibility, 
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therefore f now rests upon them, for he upon whom their 
choice falls will not be merely <the representative of 
English science in London, he will represent it on the 
Continent and in America; the choice must bear the 
criticism of scientific men in other lands, EDITOR 


SIR EDWARD SABINE 
POTTISWOODE, round whose grave in West¬ 
minster Abbey so many men, great in so many 
ways, have stood to-day, is not the only President of the 
Royal Society, and not the only man of science whose 
loss we have to deplore. While one* however, was cut 
off in the full tide of his life, and while there seemed to 
be a rich promise of many years of valuable work in 
store, the other had far outlived his working powers, and 
by many years exceeded those of his activity. 

A reference to the life-work of Sabine will clearly show 
how justly his high position and reputation were accorded 
to him, how nobly he has worked in the cause of science, 
and how imperishable a record of his life remains in the 
existence of a whole branch of scientific research, the 
foundation of which was mainly due to his untiring 
industry. 

Coming of an old family said to be of Italian origin, 
which early settled in Normandy, and removed thence to 
our own country, Edward Sabine was born in Dublin 
on October 14, 1788, being the son of Mr. Joseph Sabine 
of Tewin. He received his early education at the Royal 
Military Colleges of Marlow and Woolwich, obtaining a 
commission as second lieutenant when but fifteen years 
of age, and receiving his captaincy eleven years later. 

Very early in life indeed, his interest became centred 
in physical science, and especially in magnetism, the 
study of which he pursued with indefatigable zeal and 
marked success. The result of his work in this and 
other fields is to be found in the many papers which 
issued from his pen. In 1818, six years before Spottis- 
woode was born, he was elected a member of the Royal 
Society, and in the same year was appointed astronomer 
to the expedition under the command of Sir John Ross 
which left England in search of the North-west Passage. 
The careful observations which he made whilst with the 
expedition were of great value. His published papers 
begin from this date, commencing with a contribution to 
the Transactions of the Linnean Society , on the birds of 
Greenland, the result of observations made during the 
voyage; they range from that date down to the year 1872, 
thus extending over a period of no less than fifty-four 
years. 

During this long period of active work he con¬ 
tributed to the Transactions and Proceedings of various 
societies and contemporary magazines upwards of one 
hundred papers, some of great length and many of con¬ 
siderable value and importance. Although a large 
number of these deals with the subject of terrestrial mag¬ 
netism, many other branches of science are included in 
them, the voluminous nature of his published works being 
not less remarkable than the wide fields of study over 
which they range. * 

A considerable number are to be found in the Philo¬ 
sophical Transactions, to which he contributed upwards 
of forty. To the Proceedings of the Royal Society he 


made numerous contributions during his long association 
with it; in the Quarterly Journal of Science he published 
twelve papers, in the Reports of the British Association 
we find ten, to the Philosophical Magazine he made eight 
contributions, the remainder of his published works being 
scattered among the Edinburgh Journal of Science^ 
Journal of the Geographical Society, the Proceedings of 
one or two foreign societies, and the pages ,of foreign 
scientific magazines. 

As we have already said, his scientific contributions date 
from his voyage to the Arctic regions with Sir John Ross 
in 1818. Next year he again went to the Arctic regions, 
this time with an expedition under the command of Sir 
Edward Parry. As the result of his observations there, 
he made two communications to the Royal Society, pub¬ 
lished in the Philosophical Transactions , dealing, the one 
with the irregularities observed in the direction of the 
compass needle consequent upon the attraction of the 
iron of the ships, the other with the variations of the 
magnetic needle, and the intensity of the magnetic force 
during the voyage, and calling attention for the first time 
to the extreme importance of founding a widely extended 
series of observations of those strange magnetical dis¬ 
turbances, the origin of which is still mysterious. With 
this object in view he left England two years later on a 
long voyage in H.M.S. Pheasant , making numerous 
observations and bringing many new facts to light. At 
the same time at several equatorial stations on the coasts 
of Africa and America he made observations with regard 
to the swinging of the pendulum, with the object of deter¬ 
mining the true figure of the earth, publishing the results in 
the Philosophical Transactions. When on the American 
coast during this voyage he took up amongst other 
subjects the question of deep sea temperatures, and in 
the Philosophical Transactions for 1823, he at that early 
period published a paper on the temperature at great 
depths in the Caribbean Sea, whilst in the same year his 
busy pen was giving an account of the barometrical 
measurement of the height of the SugarJoaf Mountain at 
Sierra Leone, and the Pico Ruivo in the Island of Madeira. 
Three years later he published in the Quarterly Journal of 
Science an account of the ocean currents met by H.M.S, 
Pheasant during the voyage from Sierra Leone to Bahia, 
and thence to New York, in which he records that the 
Amazon stream was crossed at a distance of 300 miles 
from the mouth of the river. In this year (1823) ke 
proceeded on another voyage, going this time in H.M.S. 
Griper to Norway, Greenland, and Spitsbergen, to con¬ 
tinue his magnetical observations, and to extend the 
series of pendulum experiments. Whilst at the latter place 
he again took up the question of barometrical measurement 
of heights, publishing in the Philosophical Transactions fpr 
1824 a comparison of that method of measurement with die 
trigonometrical determinations. Then in the Edinburgh 
Journal of Science in 1825 he dealt with the presence of 
the Gulf Stream on the coasts of Europe as determined 
by his observations in the year 1822, and proceeded to 
discuss the question of depression over the region 
occupied by the Stream. 

In 1826 an account of his magnetical observations at 
Spitsbergen appeared in Poggendorff's Annalen. 

Continuing his pendulum swingings in 1827, he set 
about determining by direct observation the difference in 
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he lengths of the seconds pendulum at Paris and 
London. The results of these experiments were published 
in a paper of some length which appeared in the Philo - 
sopkical Transactions for 1828. At the same time he also 
experimented with the object of ascertaining the ratio of 
the magnetic forces acting on a needle horizontally sus¬ 
pended in London and in Paris. In 1829, in the Philo¬ 
sophical Transactions , he wrote on the reduction to a 
vacuum of * the vibrations of an invariable pendulum; and 
in the Quarterly Journal of Science for the same year he 
gave an account of experiments concerning the force of 
the earth's magnetism, and on the then recent magnetical 
observations in Siberia of M. Hanstein. In the Philo¬ 
sophical Transactions for 1831 he describes some experi¬ 
ments made with the object of determining the length of 
the seconds pendulum at Greenwich. 

For many years from this date he worked mainly at 
that science on which he had most deeply set his mark, 
that of terrestrial magnetism. In 1835, in conjunction 
with Lloyd, Humphrey, and J. C. Ross, he contributed to 
the Reports of the British Association (of which he was 
an early and active member, filling the post of General 
Secretary for twenty-one years) an account of the terrestrial 
magnetic force in Ireland. In the following year he himself 
published in the Reports of that Association an account of 
the magnetic force in Scotland. As an indication of his 
range of subjects we may here remark that at this time 
he published in Froriep Notisen a paper concerning the 
volcanoes of the Sandwich Islands. Then in 1837 we 
find him again contributing to the British Association 
Reports , this time a paper on magnetic intensity, deal¬ 
ing with the variations it exhibits at different parts of the 
earth's surface. He also wrote on the same subject two 
years later in Frou'ep Nottzen, VInstitute and Quetclet's 
Mathematical Correspondence. In 1838 a memoir on 
the magnetic isoclinal and isodynamic lines in the 
British Isles appeared in the British Association Reports , 
being prepared from observations made by Prof. H. 
Lloyd, J. Phillips, R. W. Fox, Capt. J. C. Ross, and the 
indefatigable Sabine. In 1840 he continued his papers on 
terrestrial magnetism in the Philosophical Transactions , 
now taking for his subject the consideration of lines of 
equal inclination and intensity in the Atlantic Ocean, and 
on lines of magnetic intensity between the Cape of Good 
Hope and Australia. He added to this series in the fol¬ 
lowing year by contributing an account of the observa¬ 
tions made by Capt. Belcher on the west coast of America 
and adjacent islands, and the new determination of mag- 
netic elements at Otaheite. Writing in 1838 Sabine had 
$0 conclusively demonstrated the importance of mag¬ 
netical observations being made in every part of the 
globe, that Capt. James Ross was sent with the Erebus 
and Terror to make a magnetical survey of the Antarctic 
regions. Sabine of course accompanied the expedition. 
In extension of the work of the magnetic observatory 
which he had established in England, and which was 
Carried on entirely by his influence, Sabine had induced 
the authorities to promote the establishment of observa¬ 
tories in the colonies, On the voyage out, therefore, not 
only were numerous observations made, but magnetical 
And meteorological observatories were founded at St 
Helena, the Cape, and Van Diemen's Land, thus permit- 
* great increase in the number of possible observe* 


tions, and a consequent more rapid advance of the science 
which Sabine had so much at heart. These observatories 
—to our disgrace be it said, some have now been abolished 
-nvere placed under the superintendence of Sabine, and 
at this period a general magnetic survey of the globe was 
commenced by him under the direction of the Admiralty, 
although from what has gone before it is easy to see that 
the initiative of such a gigantic ta&k had come from 
himself. 

In 1842 he yet further added to his contributions to 
terrestrial magnetism, publishing in the Philosophical 
Transactions an account of observations made during the 
voyage of the Erebus and Terror from England to the 
Cape, and from thence to Kerguelen Island. Then in 
1843 he wrote concerning the extension of these observa¬ 
tions from Kerguelen Island to Van Diemen's Island, 
giving an account also of the various observations made 
in the Antarctic circle itself during the summer of 1840 
and 1841, adding in the year following (1844) an account 
of the observations from June, 1841, to August, 1842, in 
the same region- In 1844 and 1845 he made contribu¬ 
tions to the British Association Reports concerning the 
meteorology of Toronto and Bombay, During 1846 he 
again made contributions to meteorological literature, dis¬ 
cussing the winter storms of the United States, and the 
cause of the mild winters which occur sometimes in our 
own country. 

With reference to the survey of the globe to which we 
have referred, we find him next giving an account of a 
magnetic survey of a considerable portion of the North 
American continent, and of the southern hemisphere 
between the meridian of o° and 125 0 east, and parallels of 
- 20 0 and - 70*. In 1849, in another contribution, he 
gave a map of the magnetic declination for 1840 in the 
Atlantic Ocean, between the parallels of 6o° N. and 6o° 
S. latitude. In this year it was that Humboldt’s Cosmos % 
for the author of which Sabine had a profound admira¬ 
tion, began to be issued in England, being translated by 
Mrs. Sabine, and edited by her husband, it being com¬ 
pleted in 1858. In the year following he became vice- 
president of the Royal Society, with which he had been 
so long connected. 

The colonial observatories were, as we have said, under 
the control of Sabine, and remained so for many years. 
In 1851 and 1852, and again in 1856, he continued bis 
papers on the magnetism of the earth. 

It had been observed (first by Lamont) that the mean 
of the larger magnetic disturbances gave signs of being 
bound by some law, and of having a definite but long- 
period variation. Previously to this it had been shown 
by Schwabc that the number of spots on the surface of 
the sun increased and decreased in obedience to regular 
law, the cycle occupying nearly eleven years for its com¬ 
pletion. The results of the observations at the colonial 
observatories led Sabine to the discovery that magnetical 
disturbances were intimately bound up with this solar 
spot period; that the connection between them was of 
such a nature, that a year of large declination coincided 
with a year of maximum sunspots, whereas those years 
when the range in declination was small corresponded 
with years when there were but few spots on the sun. 
In the same year the same fact was independently deter¬ 
mined by Dr. Rudolf Wolf and M. Gautier. 
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In tS53» at the meeting of the British Association at 
Belfast, Sabine occupied the presidential chain In this 
year he turned to a consideration of the moon's influence 
on terrestrial magnetism, writing concerning the effect of 
that body on the magnetic declination at Toronto, St 
Helena, and Hobarton ; and taking up the subject again 
in 1^56, he then discussed the lunar diurnal variation 
at Toronto. At a later period, in the Proceedings of 
the Royal Society , he contributed a paper on the lunar 
diurnal magnetic declination obtained from the Kew 
photograms. In 1857 he made another contribution to 
the British Association Reports ) discussing the amount 
and frequency of the magnetic disturbances and of the 
aurora at Point Barrow, on the shores of the Polar Sea. 
In the Philosophical Transactions for the same year he 
discussed the question of the existence of the decennial 
period in the solar diurnal magnetic variations and its 
non-existence in the lunar diurnal variation of the declina¬ 
tion at Hobarton, as M. Kreil seemed to think was the 
case. He then stated, as the result of a re-examination of 
the question by the light thrown upon it by the Hobarton 
observations, that he was as entirely convinced of the 
existence of this period in the former case as he was con¬ 
vinced of its non-existence in the latter. 

Continuing the investigation of this subject, he contri¬ 
buted to the Royal Society Proceedings for 1859-60 a 
paper on the solar diurnal variation of the declination at 
Pekin. In the same volume of the Royal Society Pro¬ 
ceedings he also wrote concerning the laws of the pheno¬ 
mena of the larger disturbances of the magnetical 
declination at Kew Observatory. In 1861, at the request 
of the General Committee of the British Association, he 
prepared a report on the repetition of the magnetic sur¬ 
vey of England. In this year he succeeded Sir Benjamin 
Brodie in the presidency of the Royal Society, which 
position he occupied for the next ten years. In the Philo¬ 
sophical Magazine for 1862 he entered into a discussion 
concerning the cosmical origin of terrestrial magnetism. 
Two years later, both in the Philosophical Magazine and 
the Proceedings of the Royal Society , he published a com¬ 
parison of the most notable disturbances of the declination 
at Kew and Nertschinsk during 1858 and 1859, During 
the next few years, notably in 1866 and 1871, records of 
the magnetical observations at Kew were published by 
him. The chief work, however, of this period of his 
life consisted in concluding his contributions to the Philo¬ 
sophical Transactions by reports and reductions of the 
work done during the Antarctic expedition. In a lengthy 
contribution in 1866 he resumed the discussion and 
co-ordination of the various observations, continuing and 
concluding this in another paper, which is to be found in 
the Transactions for 1868. His last contribution appeared 
in 1872, when he gave a magnetical survey of the North 
Polar regions to serve as a companion to the survey 
of the South Polar regions which had already appeared. 
It was his earnest wish that he might be spared to com¬ 
plete this, but the infirmities of age were then stealing 
over him, and it is doubtful whether it would ever have 
appeared had it not been for the able assistance of 
Captain, now Sir Frederic Evans, the Hydrograpber of 
the Admiralty, assistance which the author gracefully 
acknowledges in a postscript to the memoir. 

From this date the work of Sabine may be said to have 


ceased. He had resigned the presidency of the Royal 
Society the previous year, and he now sought to spend 
the evening of his life in that retirement and rest to which 
his advanced age and great works so fairly gave him a 
claim. He had received the Copley Medal of the Royal 
Society in 1821, and the Royal Medal of the same society 
in 1849. In 1869 he was made K.C.B. He possessed 
also the Prussian Order pour le mlrite , and was either an 
honorary or corresponding member of many foreign 
societies. We mention these facts to show that he 
retired from his active life full of well-earned honours. 
In 1879 he lost his wife, who for more than half a 
century was the close companion of his labours. In the 
history of the Royal Society his name will ever be 
valued as that of one who, both as member and as 
President, was ever foremost in guarding its honour 
and maintaining its dignity, whilst the kindness and 
courtesy which as President he displayed to all, not ex¬ 
cluding the younger members, will be always gratefully 
remembered. 

It is chiefly by his pendulum observations and by his 
magnetic determinations and reductions that, as may be 
gathered from what has been said, his name is so well 
known in science. The degree of accordance which some 
of the early determinations of the former kind exhi¬ 
bited was so much in advance of what was at that time 
thought likely, that they were received with incredulity 
in some quarters. The discussion which Sir George Airy 
made long ago, in his article on the figure of the earth, 
published in the u Encyclopaedia Mctropolitana,” of the 
pendulum observations then available for that purpose, 
shows how large a share belonged to the labours of Sir 
Edward (then Captain) Sabine. 

His own magnetic observations were marked by his 
wonted accuracy* and his discussion of the results 
obtained at the colonial magnetic observatories led to 
new and unexpected results. The most striking, perhaps, 
of these was the discovery of the relation between magnetic 
perturbations and the more or less spotted condition of the 
sun’s surface, to which we have already referred. Dis¬ 
similar as are these phenomena, and difficult as it then 
at least was to imagine any possible cause for a con¬ 
nection between them, subsequent observations have fully 
confirmed the conclusion at which he arrived, that Con¬ 
nected they are, though what the precise nature of the 
connection may be is still a matter of discussion. 

Though from the nature of the case the work was one 
of compilation rather than of original observation, his de¬ 
termination of the magnetic state of the earth at a par¬ 
ticular epoch, with its accompanying maps of the isoclinal, 
isogonal, and isodynamic lines was most noteworthy. The 
search for the original authorities and the application of 
the corrections requisite to render the observed results 
comparable with one another occupied a long time, and 
the results, as we have pointed out, appeared in instal¬ 
ments, as the various regions into which as a matter of 
convenience the earth’s surface was divided were succes¬ 
sively completed. 

The establishment of the colonial observatories, too, 
was the direct result of bis exertions; and his name will 
go down to posterity as that of the man who more than 
any other laboured for the proper establishment of the 
science of terrestrial magnetism, interesting and important 
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In its scientific aspect, and pregnant with so many benefits 
to mankind at large. 

He was buried on Saturday, his remains being placed 
beside those of his wife in the family vault at Tewin ; the 
funeral, in accordance with his own wish, being of the 
simplest character. In addition to the members of his 
family and private friends, the funeral was attended by 
the Secretary and Treasurer of the Royal Society, the 
Hydrographer to the Admiralty, and representatives of 
the other Government services with which he bad been 
so long connected. 


A MINISTER OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

E are a longsuflering, patient people. The call of 
Luther to those around him to educate their 
children and make men of them, as well as provide them 
with arms—a call at once answered in Germany—is only 
just now being answered among ourselves. 

One of the most beautiful and one of the most 
touching sights in London now, and one which in 
our view is a standing disgrace to the politicians who 
have held sway during the last hundred years, is the 
gradual rising above dingy roofs and millions of chimneys 
of the red brick Board schools. The children in London 
at all events are now being educated, and our future 
masters are receiving the first rudiments of their instruc¬ 
tion, and this much more on account of the intention of 
their fathers to have it for them, than on account of any 
farseeiog policy of those who are popularly supposed to 
look in any and every direction for anything that may 
conduce to the well-being of our country. We have at 
last got a public instruction, and it is already in the air 
that that instruction will in time be as free as it is now 
cbmpulsory. It is a heartbreaking thing to look back 
and think what might have been had these all too recently 
built schools overtopped the squalid dwellings of the poor 
a century ago. How much less squalid those dwellings 
would be now. The monumental and extensive prisons 
would probably be less occupied in their every cell than 
they are now, but the well-being of the country, the output 
of the country would have been greater, and the struggle 
with penury, and dirt, and crime would have been less. 

This is only one aspect of education, but yet it seems 
that in this country at all events it is the mainspring of 
public opinion with regard to the general question. The 
cry—on many grounds the mistaken cry—for technical 
instruction has grown from the work of the Board 
schools, it has gone along the same line at a higher level, 
and it will go on still further. The enormous develop¬ 
ment of the Government Science and Art Classes will also 
go on, and to the credit of the late Sir Henry Cole be it 
sautherc that he was wiser than the politicians, and his 
clear sight and singlemindedness influenced the head of 
the department with which he was connected, so that the 
quiet, slow work in science .and art began in 1851, long 
before the present notions of the importance of education 
really began to take root iu our land. 

Now that compulsory education is in our midst, now that 
the importance of science and of art to the national In¬ 
dustries is universally acknowledged, now that it is recog¬ 
nised that the education of our workmen ipust no longer 
he $0 disgracefully neglected as it has been, it is again 
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suggested that there should be a Minister to look after 
these matters. 

Ten years ago, as it was well put, the Rinderpest was 
the care of the Government side by side with the Rinder¬ 
pest. Both were practically on the same level, both were 
acknowledged to be nuisances, both might require a 
public department to look after them, and then money 
would have to be spent This was quite a sufficient 
argument with “ statesmen ” to let things go on in the old 
harum-scarum way ; for the policy of a Government is to 
keep money in its purse, honestly if it can, but in any 
case to do so, as if England were a miser, acknowledging 
no responsibilities, spurning all delights and wishing to 
live a sordid life like the burghers, caring only for their 
dykes and pikes, whom Luther shamed out of their 
indifference centuries ago. 

There has again, this week, been a suggestion made that 
there should be a Minister of Public Instruction, who 
should be responsible for the preparedness of the country 
in this respect, just as the Minister of War is responsible 
for the preparedness of it in another direction. Sir John 
Lubbock must be congratulated upon the way in which 
he brought the motion forward last Friday. It was a 
mild, pleading story. As long ago as 1856, he pointed out, 
the late Lord Derby said :— 

44 It appeared to him well worthy of consideration 
whether it would not be well to have a Minister, or the 
head of a department, who should have no other duties 
to perform, and who should be, in fact, responsible for 
the education of ihe people. ... He had a strong feeling 
that the institution of a Minister of Instruction was 
desirable, that the subject should be altogether separated 
from the Privy Council.” 

But that did no goo 1 . In 1862 there was another reso¬ 
lution put to the House calling on it to affirm that for the 
education estimates and for the expenditure of all moneys 
for the promotion of education, science, and art a Minis¬ 
ter of the Crown should be responsible to the House. 
That also did no good. In 1865 a Select Committee was 
moved for'to inquire into the constitution of the Com¬ 
mittee of the Council on Education. It was then urged 
that education and science and art were beginning to be 
considered of such importance that— 

“ The great duty of superintending the various branches 
connected with the Department of Education should be 
intrusted to some one responsible Minister, some Minis¬ 
ter who should be regarded as a State officer of high 
authority who should have the sole conduct of that 
department, and be solely responsible.” 

And that was shelved. 

Nine years later, in 1874, the same view was urged, 
and the present Prime Minister then admitted “that there 
was much to be said in favour of the general principle 
that the expenditure of money for the promotion of edu¬ 
cation in science and in art should be placed under the 
control of a single responsible Minister.” It is true he 
said this, but he supported the previous question, so that 
again came to nothing. 

Now that education and science are the great things of 
the day, not only in this but in all countries, England 
enjoys the proud preeminence of being the only country 
—civilised country, we know nothing of Timbuctoo—in 
which there is not a Minister of Public Instruction. It is 
lamentably tertible, to read the debate of last Friday, 
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and to see the way in which the question was dis- 
cuised. Mr. Gladstone was impressed by the condition 
of the House at nine o’clock, but *k does not appear 
tbat he was impressed with anything else ; the importance 
of education, the importance of science, the importance 
Of art, the daily, almost hourly, increasing importance 
of these things does not seem to have entered into 
the question. To a large extent it was merely a question 
of Cabinet convenience and Parliamentary tweedledum 
and tweedledee. How can there be made room in the 
Cabinet for a Minister of Public Instruction ? Are not 
the affairs of the Duchy of Lancaster of much greater 
importance, and would not the recognition of the import¬ 
ance of education make the Cabinet unwieldy and give 
rise to difficulties in Parliamentary procedure ? And then 
there is the Scotch business that must be looked after 
first, and so on, and so on. Education is evidently not 
in the region of practical politics. 

Heaven knows changes sufficiently great have been 
made of late years, and it is not absolutely certain that 
the fundamental bearings of the nature of the changes to 
be made have in all cases been fully considered ; but it 
seems as though they are to be most carefully considered 
before any change is made touching the matter of 
education. 

Still it is acknowledged that the question is, after all, 
one that deserves the attention of Parliament, but Mr. 
Gladstone had, as usual, three objections to make. In the 
first place he expressed very great doubt whether, if he 
had a plan ready to alter the present arrangement, 
it would be wise to make any declaration on the 
subject by way of motion. Secondly, he admitted that 
there was no plan, and he did not think the time had 
arrived for one ; and lastly, he considered that the sub¬ 
ject ought to be a great deal more examined before the 
House committed itself to a final opinion whether there 
should be a plan or not. 

With reference to his first objection he stated that the 
House knew perfectly well that administrative changes 
are made piecemeal, and must continue to be so ; and he 
remarked tbat there was a good deal to be said in favour 
of what was called a patched house, because most of us 
found it the most comfortable sort of house to live in. 
A Minister of Public Instruction would be a new patch, 
and as there is patching going on elsewhere he objects to 
this ; and so on and so on. 

The argument which he used in favour of the second 
objection was, we imagine, the strongest he could have 
used against it, namely, that the business of the Council 
Office in respect to education has been in an almost 
incessant state of flux and change. Of this there can 
be no doubt that the flux and change will get more pro¬ 
nounced as time goes on. That is the very reason why 
everything should be brought to a focus. 

We may gather from Mr. Gladstone’s speech that the 
Universities should ever, in his opinion, remain -divorced 
ftvm the general question of education ; but if so, what 
is to become of Prof. Huxley’s ladder from the gutter 
to the university ? We think, too, if Mr. Gladstone had 
been fully informed on the subject he could have urged as 
an additional objection that a great many questions re¬ 
ferring to education are never now touched by the Edu¬ 
cation Department at alL 


Several of the speeches might, if we had more space at 
our disposal, be noticed at some length. Still, we think it 
worth while to cull the following from the speech of Mr. 
Forster, an old Vice-President of the Committee of the 
Council on Education ;— 

“The Committee of the Council for Trade, or Agri¬ 
culture, or Education meant nothing whatever. Persons 
might imagine that the Privy Council occasionally me* 
for the transaction of business, but they never did so either 
in England or Ireland, The Minister for Agriculture was 
the President of the Committee of the Council on Agri¬ 
culture, but he greatly doubted whether that Committee 
ever met, or ever would meet. . . . The real objection (to 
Sir John Lubbock’s proposal) probably was that it was 
undesirable to make too much of education, that if we 
were to have a Minister of Education he might be pushing 
things on too quickly. . . . There might be a fear that 
under one Minister too much money would be spent. . . . 
What was complained of now was that there was no 
really defined responsibility. The man who moved the 
estimates and did the work was not the head of a depart¬ 
ment, and he ought to be. The work was done by a 
Minister who was controlled by another, and the latter 
was scarcely seen by the public. He did not see why we 
should continue that Japanese mode of managing affairs.” 

It is satisfactory to see that the House of Commons is 
gradually getting into a better position to discuss such 
questions as these, but we have felt that the main point 
is, that the head of the Government does not yet consider 
that the question of education is one of an importance 
sufficient to be discussed side by side with what in his 
opinion is the much larger questions of Parliamentary 
procedure, and the saving of so many pounds, shillings, 
and pence. It is true a Select Committee has been agreed 
to, but we fear that after Mr. Gladstone's speech very 
little will come of it, as has happened before. 

It would be ungraceful not to state that the debate 
brought out in the clearest possible way the valuable 
services rendered under great difficulties by the present 
Vice-President of the Committee of the Council on Edu¬ 
cation, Mr. Mundella. 

But the result remains that we are not to have a 
Minister of Education. There is agricultural business^ 
including the Rinderpest, and other matters, and these 
are larger questions than that of national education 1 
Therefore national education must wait. As we said 
before, we are a longsuffering and patient people. 
There is, however, little doubt that in some political 
programme of the future this question will find a place 
equal electoral districts and the payment of members are 
not the only things to be cared for. F.R.S. 


EVOLUTION AND CREATION 
A Few Words on Evolution and Creation; A Thesis 
maintaining that the World was not made of Matter 
by the Development of one Patency, but by that qf In¬ 
numerable Specific Powers . By Henry S. Boase, M.D.* 
F.R.S., &c. (London: John Leng and Co., 1882.) 
Notes on Evolution and Christianity . By J. F. Yorke. 
(London: Kegan Paul, Trench,and Co., i8$a ) 

HE first of these works is, as may be inferred from- 
its title, a most curious production. The Chief aim 
of its author is that of sustaining the Biblical Cosmology 
against what he regards as the fallacious inroads of the 
theory of Evolution. In carrying out his design fee 
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devotes the first part of his book to a general criticism of 
the Evolution theory, and the second part to a considera¬ 
tion of the first chapters of Genesis, which he regards as 
justifying his view that the world M was made by the 
development of innumerable specific powers.” Our 
readers must not suppose from this form of expression 
that Mr. Boase seeks to develop a system of Polytheism ; 
on the contrary he is a Monotheist of the most orthodox 
type, and by his “ innumerable specific powers” means 
only the properties with which matter has been endowed 
by its Creator. This, at least, is the only meaning which 
we have found ourselves able, after a somewhat hasty 
perusal of his book, to attach to this term, which consti¬ 
tutes the core of his “ thesis,” But if this is his meaning 
we fail to appreciate the speculative importance which he 
somewhat ostentatiously attaches to his opinions. For 
the great distinction which he draws between these 
opinions and those which arc held by evolutionists con¬ 
sists, as he says, in their making “no assumption of an 
unknown matter endowed with an imaginary all-becoming 
potency.’ 1 But so far as physical causation is concerned 
the two statements amount to exactly the same thing; 
the only difference between them is the old and well-worn 
distinction between theism and non-theism—viz. as to 
whether the observed “ potencies” of matter are or are 
not God-endowed. We cannot see that Mr. Boase has 
contributed anything new to this question, and therefore 
regard his work as lost labour. There is a simplicity 
about some of his remarks which appeals to us as almost 
pathetic. For instance u From my point of view, the 
occurrence of some of the same kinds of organisms in the 
rocks of adjoining formations may arise from the remains 
of the older rocks being transported into the newer forma¬ 
tions, or from the older organisms being created anew as 
a part of the more recent series. ... It may here be 
noticed that such an alternate destruction and reproduc¬ 
tion of living creatures is set forth in the civ. Psalm— 
< Thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to 
their dust. Thou sendest forth Thy spirit, they are 
created; and Thou renewest the face of the earth. 1 This 
verbal coincidence is curious, but, of course, cannot be 
adduced to prove that the doctrine of Creation and science 
are in accord with one another.” If the “ point of view ” 
in question is to be thus calmly attributed to u science,” 
the concluding sentence of this passage is one of the very 
few in the book with which wc are able cordially to agree- 

Again, speaking of the creation of Eve, our author 
remarks u It may also have served as an occasion for 
the important lesson, that the Lord God was the Creator 
of these living creatures (animals), for immediately after 
this, God gave Adam a practical proof of His power to 
-create a living being.” Practical proof, no doubt, but we 
should have thought almost more startling than could 
have been justified for the purpose suggested. Seriously, 
however, the absurdity which such passages as these dis¬ 
play might be amusing from the mouth of a street- 
preacher ; from a man of cultivation they are, as we have 
«aid, pathetic. 

The other work which wt have to notice stands in 
■every way at the opposite pole of thinking from the one 
which we have just considered. For the object of Mr. 
Yorke i$ to show that the principles of evolutioh are alone 
Sufficient, without any hypothesis of supematuralism, to 


explain the origin and development of Christianity. The 
book is, therefore, mainly of an historical character, and 
although its views cannot fail to be obnoxious to orthodox 
opinion, the temperate manner in which they are stated 
ought everywhere to commend the approval of good taste. 
Moreover, whatever his readers may severally be inclined 
to think of his arguments, they can scarcely fail to agree 
that Mr. Yorke has written a highly interesting book. 
His object being, as already stated, to trace in the ante¬ 
cedents of Christianity the natural causes of its rise and 
progress, he has given a selection of quotations from the 
Jewish writings about the time or shortly before the 
commencement of the Christian era, and also of the 
Buddhistic writings long before it, in order that a just 
estimate may be formed of the extent to which the world 
is indebted to Christ as a moral reformer. In our opinion 
Mr. Yorke has shown a sound critical judgment in making 
this estimate. On the one hand, he is careful to sift out 
all the elements of the moral teaching which were, so to 
speak, in the air at the time when Christ taught; and, on 
the other hand, he is equally careful to distinguish the 
points wherein the “originality of Christ’ 1 was shown, 
Here we meet with what appears to us a more full appre¬ 
ciation of this 44 originality ” than is shown by most of the 
other and some of the more eminent writers of the same 
school. 

We shall conclude this notice by quoting two brief 
passages, one to show the high development of moral 
feeling which obtained among the Jews immediately 
anterior to the teaching of Christ, and the other to show 
the degradation of moral feeling which now obtains in 
the Roman Catholic ministry of the Christian Church. 

“Wear mourning for the Egyptians, suppress the 
prayer of glorification on the seventh day of the Passover. 
It is the anniversary of the day when your enemies 
perished in the Red Sea, and God desires not to be 
glorified because his creatures have been drowned beneath 
the waves.” 

In painful contrast to the singular beauty of this pas¬ 
sage, our other quotation is selected from several pages 
in the same strain which are republished by Mr. Yorke 
from two pamphlets written expressly for children by a 
Reverend Father, whose name is, with a singular appro¬ 
priateness, Mr. J. Furniss. As Mr. Yorke remarks, the 
Rev. Father Furniss evidently feels that in these de¬ 
generate days “ Hell is not pictured vividly enough for 
purposes of practical terrorism, and has accordingly done 
his imaginative best to supply this great want. And he 
deserves every credit for his work, for anything better 
calculated to drive a sensitive child mad with fright it 
would be impossible to conceive.” 

After describing the “ Dress of Fire? and the “Red-hot 
Floor? in one of which there is represented a girl of 
eighteen, and in the other a girl of sixteen with the Devil 
taunting their agonies, “The Sight of Hell” goes on to 
describe— 

444 The Red-hot Oven ?—See I it is a pitiful sight. The 
little child is in this red-hojt oven. Hear how it screams 
to come out. See how it turns and twists itself about in 
the fire. It beats its head against the roof of the oven. 
It stamps its little feet upon the floor of the oven. You 
can see on the face of this little child what you see on the 
face of all in Hell—despair, desperate and horrible.” 
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The only corrective of immoral publications of this 
description is to be found in reproducing them before 
public opinion of another kind fropj that of the unfor¬ 
tunates whose eyes alone they are intended to meet; and 
it is partly this consideration that has led us to review 
Mr. Yorke's essay, which, although excellent in itself, is 
hardly in close enough contact with natural science to 
demand notice in these pages. 

George J. Romanes 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

Iconographic dcr schalentragenden europaischen Metres - 

conchy lien. Von Dr. W. Kobelt. 4to. Heft t. (Cassel: 

Theodor Fischer, 1883,) 

The object of this work is to supply a want which is con¬ 
tinually felt by conchologists, and it deserves the greatest 
success. Dr. Kobelt is well known to science as the 
editor of the Jahrbucher and Nachrichtsblattder deutschen 
Malakoxoologi&chcn Gesellschajt , which has now been 
published for between fifteen and sixteen years, and as one 
of the editors of the new Conchylien-Cabinet of Martini 
and Chemnitz ; and he is also the author of several works 
and papers on conchological subjects. It appears from 
the prospectus of the present work that its scope will be 
conhned to the coasts of Europe, including the English 
Isles, the Faroes, and Scotland, and bounded by the 
north coast of Africa, but excluding not only tropical and 
subtropical species of Mollusca, but those Arctic species 
from Spitzbergen and the north of Iceland which are not 
found on the coasts of Upper Norway. This scope, 
although extensive, is not very definite ; and it scarcely 
accords with our usual notion of the European seas. We 
do not know what may be the author's limit of depth, 
whether it is the line of soundings or 100 fathoms ; nor 
whether he will even take the Mollusca now about to be 
published from the Triton cruise between the Faroes and 
Scotland, The expeditions of the Josephine , Lightnings \ 
Porcupine , Challenger, Voringen, Travaillcur, trashing - 
ton, Knight Errant, and several others, have of late years 
done much to aid in the exploration of the European seas 
at various depths ; and the number of species thereby 
added to the Mollusca has been very considerable and is 
still increasing. Some addition^ have likewise been made 
from time to time to the Mediterranean Mollusca, espe¬ 
cially by myself during the present month. Taking into 
account all these discoveries, I am inclined to reckon the 
number of species hitherto described as inhabiting the 
littoral zone and moderate depths in the European seas 
as not less than 1000; probably 1200 would be nearer 
the mark. 

The first part of the present work, which has now ap¬ 
peared, gives figures of four species only and their 
varieties, one of which species ( Murex gibbosus ) is 
Senegalese, and has never (to the best of my knowledge 
and belief) been found in any part of the European 
seas. This reduces the number of figured species 
to 3. Perhaps the species will not be so profusely 
illustrated in the next and following parts. The pub¬ 
lished prospectus does not give any idea of the extent 
of the work. But assuming even that twenty species 
(large and small) may on an average be figured in each 
part, the entire work would take not less than from fifty 
to sixty parts, and would cost for an uncoloured*copy 10L 
to 12/., and for a coloured copy 15/. to 18/. If all the 
species known to inhabit the European seas, including the 
abyssal and benthal zones, are to be figured—and I think 
this ought to be ddne— the extent and cost of the publica¬ 
tion must be increased by probably a fourth more. 

However, such calculations have doubtless been con¬ 
sidered by the author or his publisher. The work will 
assuredly be far more scientific and valuable than the 


very irregular but expensive Conchologia Iconica of the 
late Mr. Reeve, and be not merely an "ouvrage de luxe. 1 ' 
! The family Muricidce, which is the first selected for 
publication, does not seem to be placed in the usual order 
of classification. All the figures are admirable. The 
t descriptions are in Latin, the text in German. The 
geographical, hydrographical, and geological distribution, 
as well as the odontophore and synonymy, are carefully 
j worked out. J. Gwyn Jeffreys 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents . Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of, rejected manuscripts, 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications . 

[The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible . The pressure on his space is so groat 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting ana novel facts. ] 

Sand 

I have recently been favoured with a reprint of Mr, J. G. 
Waller's paper upon sand, read before the Quekett Micro¬ 
scopical Society. The subject is so full of interest that I trust 
I may be allowed to give it a wider publicity in your columns. 
To render the study of practical use to geologists and physicists, 
the first step appears to me to ascertain whether it is possible to 
distinguish with certainty, by aid of the microscope, sand that 
i has bren worn by action of wind from sand that has been for 
| long exposed to ^urf, and this again from >and brought down by 
torrents. The degree of rounding and the average ri2e of the 
grains would be, I presume, among the ch ; ef characteristics, and 
it is to be hoped that naturalists abroad will kindly forward 
examples of undoubted blown and torrential sand, so that this 
point at least may be settled. 

If it should prove that the origin of sand can be pronounced 
upon with any degree of certainty, from a microscopical exa¬ 
mination, we should come into possession of a most valuable aid 
to the study of at least Tertiary geology. It is well known that 
marine and freshwater deposits succeed each other repeatedly 
throughout our Eocene formations, and where deposits of sand 
are in juxtaposition, it is at present impossible to draw any line 
between them. It is only possible to surmise that they are of 
different origin and 1 here tore age, when pebMe or oyster beds 
on the one hand, or films of clay with plant impressions on the 
other, are accidentally included in them. So far as our own 
Eocenes go, it appears from Mr. Waller’s results that their 
sands when of marine origin, possess a percentage of flint 
grains, but that purely fluviatile sands do not possess any. 
Marine and freshwater sands are in direct contact in very 
many of our Eocene section*, and I hope Mr. Waller’s researches 
will enable us to distinguish them and apportion the proper 
thickness fo each. 

With regard to the relative rarity of flint-grains and pre¬ 
ponderance of rfuartz, in all the Tertiary and recent sands hither¬ 
to examined, it appears just possible that the concussion the 
flint grains mud undergo when beaten for ages in the surf, might 
induce a molecular change from the colloid to crystalline state, 
but in the absence of any fact or argument to support such a 
theory it cannot be seriously entertained. It is however pos¬ 
sible that quartz grains reach a final riate of subdivision, and 
then suffer relatively little by attrition, and are therefore almost 
indestructible, while flint grains become rapidly degraded into 
mud. 'ibis appears to be very much the opinion Mr. Waller 
has formed. It does seem at fir.-t sight matter for surprise that 
the grinding of flint should not more largely affect the composi¬ 
tion of our sea sand; but we must on the other hand reflect on 
the indestructible nature of the quartz grains that chiefly com¬ 
pose it, that it may have been accumulating since paleeozoic times, 
and the enormous bulk of thequartzose rocks that must have beeu 
ground down to supply it during such vast ages, and then com¬ 
pere the sources with flints which In comparison only appeared 
yesterday, and then but as scattered segregations in a limittd 
portion of a single formation. Flints and flint: beaches, 
recent and ancient, are at our gates, and are continuously re¬ 
newed by the wearing away of the chalk of which 90 muefi ot 
our part of England is composed, and their aggregate nm$' 
therefore astounds us; hut they after dll occur over only a 
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limited area, and mostly in unconsolidated bed 0 , and it is quite 
probable that they would not outlast the destructive influences 
to which they are subjected if these were continued throughout 
a geological period. The coast-line occupied by flint-shingle is 
almost limited to portions of Western Europe, and is relatively 
insignificant. J. S. Gardner 

Science Club 

The Great Comet b 188a 

M. RAOUL Gautier, of Geneva, has recently published, in 
Astronomische Nachrichttn % No. 2519, three sets of elements of 
this comet, calculated from a few observations before perihelion. 
He says that, as it is possible to represent with the ,‘ame 
curve, either a parabola or au ellipse, the nearest observations 
before tuid after perihelion, he believes " que i la com&te a subi 
une perturbation dans son mouvement lorsqu’clle a passe k son 
prfrih^lie, cettc perturbation a dQ 6tre insensible." 

As I am not so far advanced with rny calculations, for 1 have 
begun a thorough discussion of the movement of that comet, 
I do not know whether there has been or not any com iderahle per¬ 
turbation during the passage near the iun; but can the simple 
fact alluded to by M. Gautier give U3 much information on that 
point? 

In fact, we can easily understand that although the orbit after 
perihelion might be quite different from the orbit btfore that 
point, still the positions of the comet at a short distance from 
perihelion may be pretty well represented, within the limits of 
the errors of observations, by a single curve, which of course 
will be of second order, but which will not certainly give the 
calculated po.itions of the comet at a certain distance fn.m peri¬ 
helion agreeing with the observations. If we could prove that 
the orbits calculated, for instance, from observations between 
September 7 and 12 and between the 22nd aud the 30th of the 
same monih agree together, and give the positions of the comet 
immediately before and after perihelion according to the oUer- 
vations then we could say that the movement of the comet was 
not perturbated during the passage near the sun. But this 
fact lit not proved at all, and instead it seems that the passage 
through the corona has had some effect upon the movement of 
that remarkable comet. E. Kisturi 

JJ, Pembridge Crescent, Bayjwater, June 16 

This comet was visible here with the naked eye up to 
February 38. I so jaw it myself on the evening of that day. 
Owing partly to cloudy weather, portly 10 moonlight, I had not 
seen it for tea days or a fortnight previously, but found it on that 
evening with liitle difficulty and without any optical help. In 
my telescope (4-in.) it appeared, roughly, like a long, flat-sided, 
oval nebula, the central part of the major axis beirg the hi igbtest 
of the whole. Two cloudy evenings intervened, and on the fol¬ 
lowing night (March 3) I could not see it with the naked eye, 
even after finding it with the telescope and knowing exactly 
where to look, and though the optical condition of the air 
seemed the same. During April I saw it, with the same tele¬ 
scope, on sixteen evenings, cloudy weather and moonlight inter¬ 
fering on the others. In the present month (May) 1 saw it five 
times, that is, up to the 6 th certainly, and I believe 1 saw it on 
the 9th, but decreeing visibility and increasing moonlight pre¬ 
vented verification. I have just received a somewhat larger 
instrument (5-in.), with which after the moon has passed 1 hope 
to see it again. A, S. Atkinson 

Nelson, N.Z., May 19 

Sun Pillar seen in Jamaica 

Ay sunset on May 15 I saw for the first time In my life the 
phenomenon called the Sun Pillar* A few days later the mail* 
packet arrived from England, and in Nature I found much 
correspondence on its appearance on April 6 at several places in 
England and Wales between Hull and St. David’s, 

Major Gibne/s admirable description of its general appearance 
on April 6 (vol. «vii. p. 605) was so fully confirmed on May 15 
m Jamaica that a very brief description may here suffice. 

At 6h« 30m, p,m, Kempshot mean time it appeared as a bright 
of light of a (hint roseate hue, 2“ in width and 30* in height 
wwve the harixon, vertical, but not passing through the son. A 
ttujgh sketch was made at the time,, and the circles of the equa- 
>°rial wefre afterwards employed to determine the azimuth of the 
poll# where the pillar cut the horizon, tbh vras 79* from the 


north towards the west; and as the sun's azimuth was 69* at 
the came time, the pillar passed 1® to the west of the tun. In 
the sketch the pillar is represented as passing its ou n breadth 
to the west of the sun, but as the sun was then just beldw the 
horizon the former measure is likely to be more correct. 

Now with regard to the nature of the phenomenon, it ce» - 
tainly was not the usual display of the zodiacal light. The light 
is here seen to perfection ; every fi^e night when there is no 
moonlight the zodiacal light may be seen following the ecliptic 
from the one horizon to the other with but little variation, except 
perhaps as lo the grgtnsc/iein or stronger illumination near the 
point in the heavens diametrically opposite to the iun. And so 
clearly is it seen, that tome years ago I carefully measured its 
breadth at different distances from the sun, and so formed the 
following table :— 

An#. dot. Brtadih Ang. dUt. Breadth 

from Sun. t.fZL. from Sun. ’ of 2.L. 

a op O 

30 . 41*4 no . 203 

40 . 387 120 17*8 

50 . 361 130 15*3 

60 . 33*4 140 . 

70 . 3°7 * 5 ° . i<>' 8 

80 . 28*1 160 8‘gt 

90 . 25 *5 170 7 ‘fi* 

100 . 22*9 180 T'Qt 

From various considerations based upon the figure correspond¬ 
ing to these mealies I consider the zodiacal fight a terrestrial 
phenomenon—rays of light are swept back from the sun, chiefly 
from the tropical parts of the earth, and tend to accumulate at 
the point in the heavens diametrically oj posite the sun. 

If there be any truth in this theory, the tun pillar may be a 
strong and comparatively local development of the same fight ; 
this is ihe only explanation I can give ; the explanation give * 
by Mr. G. J. Symons, the well known meteorokgrit, "that it 
is merely a portion of a halo passing through the sun” (vo). 
xxviii. p, 7), will not apply to the Jamaica observation at all ; 
the .“ky was far too pure and transparent at the time, and theie 
was not the least trace of cirrus cloud. Maxwell Hall 

Kempshot Observatory, Jamaica, June 7 


Error in Hutton's Tables of Logarithms 

At Lhe end of Hutton's "MathematicalTables " (new edition, 
1858, Longmans and Co., London) there is a very useful table 
containing the logarithms of certain cm status frequently used in 
calculation. The tropical revolution of the earth in days is there 
given as 365 24226, and the logarithm of this most important 
constant is given as 2*5625910 instead of 2 5625810. 

I would be glad to know from any of your readers whether 
there are any other important errors in this edition, especially 
among those tables of logarithms in frequeU use. 

Jamaica, June 4 Maxwell Hall 

Palaeozoic Sclerotic Plates 

In the course of my researches among the coal shales of 
Northumberland I discovered two specimens of osricular rings 
known as sclerotic plates. The external diameter of one ring is 
five-eighths of an inch, and the orbital orifice is one quarter of 
an inch; this ring of sclerotic plates consists of nine fit nes 
arranged as are the eye bones of Ichthyosaurus, Pleritsauitt*, 
and eagles, viz. in tolerably uniform tegmenta. The second 
specimen is a quadrat.t of a ring, and com ists of six plates of 
larger size than the other specimen. I fhall be glad to barn if 
any of your readers have dt covered similar sclerotic plates in 
the Palaeozoic rocks of the British Isles, as specimens are 1.01 
exhibited in the British Museum, Jeimyn Street Mmeum, or 
Edinburgh Museum. T. p, Barkas 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, June 25 


Graft-Hybridisation 

St. Paul, in his Epirtle to the Roman*, says (ih. xi. v. 17), in 
illustration of the admission of the Gentiles to the religious) rivi- 
leges of the children of Israel, u If thou, being a wild olive, 
wert grafted in among them, and dld>t become partaker with 
them of the root of the fairness of the olive tree, M &c. Olsfcausen, in 
his commentary on this epistle, says (English translation, p. 369), 
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H Whertas, according to the image in this place, the wild branches 
are ingrafted into the generous tree, reversing the usual process 
% which good branches are grafted into wild trees, we arc in* 
formed by both ancient and modern write A that such a process 
is practicable in this very tree, the olive, and is often practised 
in the East. Compare Columella ' De Rebus Rusticis/ 

Can this be confirmed? It seems scarcely credible. The 
s question bears on the subject of graft-hybridisation, about which 
many curious facts are collected in Darwin’s work on " Variation 
xunder Domestication.” JOSEPH JOHN MURPHY 

Did Forge, Duumurry, Co. Antrim, June 29 


Wild Duck and Railways 

Last autumn I visited Canada and made a journey to the ex¬ 
treme west point (then reached) of the Canada Pacific Railway, 
on which three or four thousand men were at the time employed 
laying down the rails on the prairie, at the very rapid rate of 
three or four miles a day, or more than twenty miles a week. 
There are many ponds and lakelets along the track, which 
abounded at that season with a variety of ducks—mallard, teal, 
widgeon, Ac.—usually very shy, and not easily approached by 
the sportsman. Yet these ducks had in the short space of from 
two to five days become so accustomed to the noisy and (to most 
of the birds) novel engine moving along, that they remained 
sitting quietly in the water within easy shot when the train was 
passing. On my return journey I was sorry to find Jthat this 
confidence on the part of the ducks was taken advantage of by 
the conductor and other wretched sportsmen (?) w ho shot at the 
poor birds from the platform of the cars whilst in motion, 
although when they did kill —I am glad (o say there were more 
misses than hits—they could not stop to pick up the game. A 
sportsman, to get equally near to tnc ducks as they permitted 
the train to approach them, had to use the cover of the long 
grass and some artful dodging to attain his object This quick 
intelligence on the part of the ducks seemed to me something 
remarkable, as the senses both of sight and hearing must have 
been, one would suppose, at first alarmingly affected by the 
great noisy, smoking mouster rushing along their favourite and 
hitherto usually silent haunts. John Rae 

4, Addison Gardens, June 30 


Large Hailstones 

A SEVERE thunderstorm passed over Woodlesford, six miles 
south-east of Lecd^ between 3.10 and 4 p.m. this afternoon, 
proceeding from south-west to north-eaH. Flashes of lightning 
during that lime were almost continuous. At 3,15 heavy rain 
began to fall, becoming so thick at 3,25 a» to render objects a 
short distance away almost indistinct; at 3.30 this changed to 
hail, the stones during the worst period being generally irregular 
parallelopipeds of ice, with two edges of about one inch each, 
and the third of one-quarter of an inch. These blocks consisted 
of hard, colourless, transparent ice, surrounding a central, ir¬ 
regular ly-shaped mass of opaque white, small air-bubbles of 
roughly ellipsoidal shape being ranged round this. The white 
nucleus was not quite so hatd as the exterior transparent coating. 
The force of collision on the railway line was sufficient to make 
the masses bouud to a vertical height of two or three feet. At 
3.45 the hail had moderated, when a few light loose clouds were 
observed quickly passing from north-east to south-west, and thus 
directly opposite to the direction of the storm, and at a much 
lower level R, Webs 

June 30 


Extinction of Flatfish 

I have been advised by Mr. Murray of the Chalknger expe¬ 
dition to inquire, through your columns, whether the experience 
of any of your correspondents coincides with mine as to the 
gtadual failure—in some places almost the extinction—^of flatfish 
where whelk-gathering is prosecuted. Malcolm McNejll 
The New Gub, Edinburgh’, June 30 


Garfish 

Ik March last I was being pulled off from the shore to 
K.M.S. Himalaya in the harbour at Aden, when a fish jumped 
ant ed the water over the boat, and in doing so struck the hat of 
an o t her officer and knocked It into the w ater. When the hat 


was recovered we found in the hard felt a slit about four inches 
in length. Unfortunately the fish escaped, but the impression 
of those who saw it was that it was some kind of garfish, and that 
the damage done w as indicted by the beak. It appeared to 
me to be about ten inches long. It is obvious that had the 
fish struck my friend in the face or neck, or even in the chest, it 
might have resulted in % fatal injury. S. Archer 

Sheerness, June 29 


The “ Spirogyra qulnina ” 

Can any of your readers inform me of any practical method 
of exterminating, in a lodge or reservoir, confer void algae, more 
especially the fine filamentous variety Sftirogyra quinina ? 
Hanley, Staffordshire, June 19 Frkdk, Hmgh 


ACTION OF LIGHT ON INDIARUBBER 

I N continuation of the experiments described in 
Nature, vol. xxvii. p. 312, two pieces of caout¬ 
chouc tube, about 48 mm. long and 7 mm. wide, were 
introduced on January 23,1883, into test tubes contain¬ 
ing oxygen confined over mercury. One of these tubes 
was surrounded by a case of black paper, and both tubes 
were placed side by side in a north window. On June 27 
the tubes were examined : in that exposed to light about 
17 cc, of oxygen (about three-quarters of the gas the test 
tube at first contained) had been absorbed, and the india- 
rubber had become altered, so that on pressing the tube 
between the fingers superficial cracks were produced. In 
the other test tube no appreciable diminution of gas had 
taken place, and the caoutchouc was unchanged, thus 
fully confirming the results of the former experiments. 
We may therefore conclude that caoutchouc alters under 
the combined influence of light and oxygen, but that 
neither alone produces any effect. 

Cooper’s Hill, June 29 Herbert McLeod 


ON WHALES , PAST AND PRESENT\ AND 
THEIR PROBABLE ORIGIN 1 

II. 


T HOUGH the early stages by which whalebone has been 
modified from more simple palate structures are 
tirely lost to our sight, probably forever, the conditions in 
which it now exists in different species of whales, show 
very marked varieties of progress, from a simple com¬ 
paratively rudimental and imperfect condition, to what is 
perhaps the most wonderful example of mechanical adap¬ 
tation to purpose known in any organic structure. These 
variations are worth dwelling upon for a few minutes, as 
they illustrate in an excellent manner the gradual modinca* 
tions that may take place in an organ, evidently in adap¬ 
tation to particular reguirements, ine causation of which 
can be perfectly explained upon Darwin's principle of 
natural selection. 

In the Rorquals or fin-whales (genus Bal&noj>tera)jfo\in& 
in almost all seas, and so well known off our own coasts, the 
largest blades in an animal of 70 feet in length do not exceed 
2 feet in length, including their hairy terminations ; they 
are in most species of a pale horn colour, and their struc¬ 
ture is coarse and inelastic, separating into thick, stiff 
fibres, so that they are of no value for the ordinary pur¬ 
poses to which whalebone is applied in the arts. These 
animals feed on fish of considerable size, from herrings 
up to cod, and for foraging among shoals of these crea¬ 
tures the construction of their mouth and the structural of 
their baleen is evidently sufficient. This is the type of 
the earliest known extinct forms of whales, and it has 
continued to exist, with several slight modifications, to 
this day, because it has fulfilled one purpose in the 
economy of nature* Other purposes for which it was nor 


* Lecture delivered at the Royal Institution 0* the evening of Friday, 
iW 3 , by Prof. Flowtr* LL.D., F,R.S^ to 
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gtifficient have been supplied by gradual changes taking 
place, some of the stages of which are seen in the inter¬ 
mediate conditions still exhibited in the Megaptera, and 
the Atlantic and Southern Right Whales. Before de¬ 
scribing the extreme modifications in the direction of com¬ 
plexity, I may mention, to show the range at present 
presented in the development of baleen, that there has 
lately been discovered in the North Pacific a species 
called by the whalers the Californian Gray Whale {Rachia- 
nectes glaucus ), which shows the opposite extreme of 
simplicity. The animal is from 30 to 40 feet in length ; 
the baleen blades are only 182 on each side (according to 
Scammon) and far apart, very short (the longest being from 
14 to 16 inches in length), light brown or nearly white in 
colour, and still more coarse in grain and inelastic than 
that of the Rorquals. The food of these whales is not 
yet known with certainty. They have been seen appa¬ 
rently seeking for it along soft bottoms of the sea, and 
fuci and mussels have been foun 1 in their stomachs. 

In the Greenland Right Whale of the circumpolar seas, 
the Bow-head of the American whalers {Bahvna mysti - 
c$tus\ all the peculiarities which distinguish the head and 
mouth of the whales from other mammals have attained 
their greatest development. The he id is of enormous 
size, exceeding one-third of the whole length of the crea¬ 
ture. The cavity of the mouth is actually larger than 
that of the body, thorax and ablomen together. The 
upper jaw is very narrow, but greatly arched from before 
backwards, to increase the height of the cavity and allow 
for the great length of the baleen, the enormous rami of 
the mandibles are widely separated posteriorly, and have 
a still further outward sweep before they meet at the 
symphysis in front, giving the floor of the mouth the 
snape of an immense spoon. The baleen blades attain 
the number of 350 or more on each side, and those in the 
middle of the series have a length of ten or even twelve 
feet They are bl ick in colour, fine and highly elastic in 
texture, and fray out at the inner edge and ends into long 
delicate, soft, almost silky, but very tough hairs. 

How these immensely long blades depending vertically 
from the palate were packed into a mouth the height of 
which was scarcely more than half their length, was a 
mystery not solved until a few years ago. Capt. David 
Gray of Peterhead, at my request, first gave us a clear 
idea of the arrangement of the baleen in the Greenland 
whale, and showed that the purpose of its wonderful 
elasticity was not primarily at least the benefit of the 
corset and umbrella makers, but that it was essentia] for 
the correct performance of its functions. It may here 
be mentioned that the modification of the mouth struc¬ 
ture of the Right Whale is entirely in relation to its food. 
It is by this apparatus that it is enabled to avail itself of 
the minute but highly nutritious crustaceans and ptero- 
pods which swarm in immense shoals in the seas it fre¬ 
quents. The large mouth enables it to take in at one 
time a sufficient quantity of water filled with these small 
organisms, and the length and delicate structure of 
the baleen provides an efficient strainer or hair sieve 
by which the water can be drained off. If the baleen 
were, as in the Rorquals, short and rigid, .and only 
of the length of the aperture between tne upper and 
lower jaws when the mouth was shut, when tne jaws 
weri separated a space would be left beneath it through 
Which the water and the mitmtis particles of food 
Would escape together. But instead of this, the long, 
flender, brush-like ends of the whalebone blades, When 
the mouth is closed, fold back, the front ones pass¬ 
ing below the hinder ones in a channel lying between 
th^tongub and the bone of the lower jaw* When the 
mouth u opened their elasticity causes them to straighten 
bht like a bow that is unbent, So that at whatever 
distance the jaws are separated, the strainer remains in 
^emetacthm, filling the whole of tireinterval. The mecha¬ 
nical perfection of the arrangement i i completed by the 


great development of the lower lip, which rises stiffly 
above the jaw-bone, and prevents .the long, slender, 
flexible ends of the baleen being carried outwards by the 
rush of Water from the mouth, when its cavity is being 
diminished by the closure of the jaws and raising of the 
tongue. The interest and admiration excited by the 
contemplation of such a beautifully adjusted piece of 
mechanism is certainly heightened by the knowledge 
that it has been brought about by the gradual adapta¬ 
tion and perfection of structures common to the whole 
class of animals to which the whale belongs. 

Few points of the structure of whales offer so great a 
departure from the ordinary mammalhn type as the 
limbs. The fore limbs are reduced to the condition of 
simple paddles or oars, variously shaped, but always 
flattened and more or less oval in outline. They are 
freely movable at the shoulder-joint, where the humerus 
or upper-arm bone articulates with the shoulder-blade 
in the usual manner, but beyond this point, except 
a slight flexibility and elasticity, there is no motion 
between the different segments. The bones are all 
there, corresponding in number and general relations 
with those of the human or any other mammalian 
arm, but they are flattened out, and their contiguous 
ends, instead of presenting hinge-like joints, come 
in contact by flat surfaces, united together by strong 
ligamentous ban is, and all wrapped up in an un¬ 
divided covering of skin, which allows externally of no 
sign of the separate and many-jointed fingers seen in the 
skeleton. 

Up to the year 1865 it was generally thought that there 
was nothing to be found between this bony framework and 
the covering skin, with its inner layer of blubber, except 
dense fibrous tissue, with blood-vessels and nerves suffi¬ 
cient to maintain its vitality. Dissecting a large Rorqual, 
67 feet in length, upon the beach of Pevensey Bay in that 
year, I was surprised to find lying upon the bones of the 
fore-arm well-developed muscles, the red fibres of which 
reached nearly to the lower end of these bones, ending 
in strong tendons, passing to, and radiating out on, the 
palmar surface of the hand. Circumstances then pre¬ 
vented me following out the details of their arrangement 
and distribution, but not long afterwards Prof. Struthets 
of Aberdeen had an opportunity of carefully dissecting 
the fore-limb of another whale of the sante species, and 
he has recorded and figured his observations in the 
Journal of Anatomy for November, 1871. He found on 
the internal or palmar aspect of the limb three distinct 
muscles corresponding in attachments to the flexor carpi 
ulnaris, the flexor profundus digitorum, and the flexor 
longus pollicis of man, and on the opposite side but one, 
the extensor communis digitorum . 1 Large as these muscles 
actually are, yet, compared with the size of the animal, 
they cannot but be regarded as rudimentary and being at¬ 
tached to bones without regular joints and firmly held to¬ 
gether by unyielding tissues, their functions must be reduced 
almost to nothing. But rudimentary as the muscles of 
the Fin-whales are, lower stages of degradation of the 
same structures are found in other members of the group. 
In some they are indeed present in form, but their 
muscular structure is gone and they are reduced in most 
of the toothed whales to mere fibrous bands, scarcely 
distinguishable from the surrounding tissue which con¬ 
nects the inner surface of the skin with the bone. It is 
impossible to contemplate these structures without having 
the conviction forced home that here are the remains of 
parts once of use to their possessor, now, owing to the 
complete change of purpose and mode of action of the 
limb, reduced to a condition of atrophy veiging oft com¬ 
plete disappearance. 

The changes that have taken place in the hind-limbs 
are even more remarkable. In all known Cetacea (unless 

1 Tb* muMta of the forearm of an species, Boimu&ttra twtrata, 

w«* described by Maotftaer In i860, and Perrin In 1874. 
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be really an exception) a pair of slender bones 
wye found suspended a short distance below the vertebra} 
column) but not attached to it, about the part Where the 
body and the tail join. In museum skeletons these bones 
are often not seen, as, unless special*care has been taken 
in the preparation, they are apt to get lost. They are, 
however, of much importance and ‘interest, as their rela¬ 
tions to surrounding parts show that they are the rudi¬ 
mentary representatives of the pelvic or hip bones, 
which in other mammals play such an important part in 
connecting the hind-limbs with the rest of the skeleton. 
The pelvic arch is thus almost universally present, but of 
the limb proper there is, as far as is yet known, not a 
vestige in any of the large group of toothed whales, not 
even in the great Cachalot or Sperm Whale, although it 
should be mentioned that it has never been looked for in 
that animal with any sort of care. With regard to the 
Whalebone Whales, at least to some of the species, the 
case is different. In these animals there are found, at¬ 
tached to the outer and lower side of the pelvic bone, 
other elements, bony or only cartilaginous as the case may 
be, clearly representing rudiments of the first and in some 
cases the second segment of the limb, the thigh or femur, 
and the leg or tibia. In the small Bal&noptera rostraia a 
few thin fragments of cartilage, embedded in fibrous tissue 
attached to the side of the pelvic bone, constitute the 
most rudimentary possible condition of a hind-limb, and 
could not be recognised as such but for their analogy 
with other allied cases. In the large Rorqual, Ilafawop- 
tera inusculus , 67 feet long, previously spoken of, I 
was fortunate enongh in 1865 to find attached by 
fibrous tissue to the side of the pelvic bone (which 
was sixteen inches in length) a distinct femur, con¬ 
sisting of a nodule of cartilage of a slightly compressed, 
irregularly oval form, and not quite one inch and a half 
in bngth. Other specimens of the same animal dissected 
by Van Bcneden and Prof. Struthers have shown the 
same ; in one case, partial ossification had taken place. 
In the genus Megaptera a similar femur has been de¬ 
scribed by Eschricbt; and the observations of Rein¬ 
hardt have shown that the Greenland Right Whale 
{Balana tnytticefus) has not only a representative of 
the femur developed far more completely than in the 
Rorqual, being from six to eight inches in length and 
completely ossified, but also a second smaller and more 
irregulirly formed bone, representing the tibia. Our 
knowledge of these parts in this species has recently been 
greatly extended by the researches of Dr. Struthers of 
Aberdeen, who has published in the Journal of Anatomy 
for 188r a most careful and detailed account of the dissec¬ 
tion of several specimens, showing the amount of variation 
to which these bones (as with most rudimentary structures) 
nre liable in different individuals, and describing for the 
first time their distinct articulation one with the other by 
synovial joints and capsular ligaments, and also the most 
remarkable and unlooked-for presence of muscles passing 
from one bone to the other, representing the adductors 
and flexors of mammals with completely developed limbs, 
but so situated that it is almost impossible to conceive that 
i hey can be of any use ; the whole limb, such as it is, being 
buried deep below the surface, where any movement, 
except of the most limited kind, must be impossible. 
lndeed,that the movement is very limited and of no par¬ 
ticular importance to the animal was shown by the fact 
that in two out of eleven whales dissected the hip-joint was 
firmly anchylosed (or fixed by bony union) though without 
any trace of disease. In the words of Dr. Struthers, * No¬ 
thing can be imagined more useless to the animal than 
rudiments of hind-legs entirely buried beneath the skin 
of a whale, so that one is inclined to suspect that these 
structures must admit of some other interpretation. Vet, 
approaching the inquiry with the most sceptical determin¬ 
ation, one cannot help being convinced, as the dissection 
goes on, that these rudiments really are femur and tibia* 


The functional point of view fails to account for M 
presence. Altogether they present for contemplation m 
most interesting instance of those significant parts, rudi¬ 
mentary structures” 

We nave here a case in which it is not difficult to 
answer the question before alluded to, often asked with 
regard to rudimentary parts, Are they disappearing or 
are they incipient organs ? We can have no hesitation 
in saying that they are the former. All we know of the 
origin of limbs shows that they commence as outgrowths 
upon the surface of the body, and that the first-formed 
portions are the most distal segments. The limb, as 
proved by its permanent state in the lowest Vertebrates, 
and by its embryological condition in higher forms, is at 
first a mere projection or outward fold of the skin, which, 
in the course of development, as it becomes or use in 
moving or supporting the animal, acquires the internal 
framework which strengthens it and perfects its functions. 
It would be impossible, on any theory of causation yet 
known, to conceive of a limb gradually developed from 
within outwards. On the other hand, its disappearance 
would naturally take place in the opposite direction ; pro¬ 
jecting parts which had become ustless, being in the way, 
would, like all the other prominences on the surface of 
the whales, hair, ears, &c., be removed, while the most 
internal, offering far less interference with successful 
carrying on the purposes of life, would be the last to 
disappear, lingering, as in the case of the Greenland 
Whale, long enough to reveal their wonderful history to 
the anatomist who has been fortunate enough to possess 
the skill and the insight to interpret it. 

Time will not allow of more illustrations drawn from 
the structure of existing Cetacea ; we turn next to what 
the researches of palaeontology teach of the past history 
of the order. Unfortunately this does not at present 
amount to very much. As is the case with nearly all 
other orders of mammals, we know nothing of their con¬ 
dition, if they existed, in the mesozoic age. Even in the 
cretaceous seas, the deposits at the bottom of which are 
so well adapted to preserve the remains of the creatures 
which swam in them, not a fragment of any whale or 
whale-like animal has been found. The earliest Ceta¬ 
ceans of whose organisation we have any good evidence, 
are the Zeuglodons of the Eocene formations of North 
America. These were creatures whose structure, as for 
as we know it, was intermediate between that of the 
existing suborders of whales, having the elongated nasal 
bones and anterior position of the nostrils of the Mystaco* 
cetes, with the teeth of the Odontocetes, and with some 
characters more like those of the generalised mam¬ 
malian type, than of any of the existing forms. In fact 
Zeuglodon is precisely what we might have expected 
a priori an ancestral form of whale to have been. The 
remarkable smallness of its cerebral cavity, compared 
with the jaws and the^cst of the skull, so different from 
that of modem Cetaceans, is exactly paralleled in the pri¬ 
mitive types of other groups of mammals. The teeth ape 
markedly differentiated in different parts of the series. In 
the anterior part of both jaws they are simple, conical, 
or slightly compressed and sharp pointed. The first 
three of the upper jaw are distinctly implanted in the 
premaxillary bone, and so may be reckoned as incisors. 
The tooth which succeeds, or the canine, is also simple 
and conical, but it does not greatly exceed the others in sue* 
This is followed by five teeth with two distinct, roots end 
compressed pointed crowns, with denticulated cutting 
edges. Ii has been thought that there was evidence of a 
vertical succession of the molar teeth, as in diphyodout 
mammals, but the proof of this is not quite satisfactory. 
Unfortunately the structure of the limbs is most imper¬ 
fectly known. A mutilated humerus has given rise Id 
many conjectures \ to some anatomists it appears to indi¬ 
cate freedom of motion at the eIbow 4 omt> while to others 
its characters seem to be those of the ordinary Cetacea, 
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Of the structure of the pelvis end hind limb we are at 
present in ignorance. 

From the middle Miocene period fossil Cetacea are 
abundant, and distinctly divided into the tvro groups now 
existing. The Mystacocetes, or Whalebone Whales, of 
the Miocene seas were, as far as we know now, only 
Bal^noptercty >some of which (as the genus Cetotkerium) 
were, in the elongated flattened form of the nasal bones, 
the greater distance between the occipital and frontal 
bone at the top of the head, and the greater length of the 
cervical vertebrse, more generalised than any now existing. 
In the shape of the mandible also, Van Beneden, to whose 
researches we are chiefly indebted for a knowledge of these 
forms, discerns some approximation to the Odontocetes. 
Right Whales ( Balcena ) have not been found earlier than 
the Pliocene period, and it is interesting to note that instead 
of the individuals diminishing in bulk as we approach the 
times we live in, as with many other groups of animals, 
the contrary has been the case, no known extinct species 
of whales equalling in size those that are now to be met 
with in the ocean. The size of whales, as of all other 
things whose most striking attribute is magnitude, has 
been greatly exaggerated ; but when reduced to the limits 
of sober fact, the Greenland Right Whale of 50 feet long, 
the Sperm Whale of 60, and the Great Northern Rorqual 
(Balanoptera Sibbaldii) of 80, exceed all other organic 
structures known, past or present. Instead of living in 
an age of degeneracy of physical growth, we are in an 
age of giants, but it may be at the end of that age. For 
countless ages impulses from within and the forces of 
circumstances from without have been gradually shaping 
the whales into their present wonderful form and gigantic 
size, but the very perfection of their structure and their 
magnitude combined, the rich supply of oil protecting 
their internal parts from cold, the beautiful apparatus of 
Whalebone by which their nutrition is provided for, have 
been fatal gifts, which, under the sudden revolution pro¬ 
duced on the surface of the globe by the development of 
the wants and arts of civilised man, cannot but lead in a 
few years to their extinction. 

It does not need much foresight to divine the future 
history of whales, but let us return to the question with 
which we started, What was their probable origin ? 

In the first place, the evidence is absolutely conclusive 
that they were not originally aquatic in habit, but are 
derived from terrestrial mammals of fairly high organisa¬ 
tion, belonging to the placental division of the class,~ 
animals in which a hairy covering was developed, and 
with sense organs, especially that of smell, adapted for 
living on land ; antarah, moreover, with four completely- 
developed pairs of Umbe on the type of the higher vertc- 
btata, and not ofik+t of fishes. Although their teeth are 
new of the simple hotttodont and diphyodont type, there 
it much evidence to show that this has taken place by the 
process of degradation from a more^periect type, even the 
rental teeth of Whalebone Whales showing signs of differ¬ 
entiation into molars and incisors, and many extinct 
forms, not only the Zeuglodons, but also true dolphins, as 
the Squalodons, having a distinct heterodont dentition, the 
loss of which, though technically called a 44 degradation " 
has been a change in conformity to the habits and needs 
of the individuals. So much may be considered very 
nearly if not quite within the range of demonstrated 
facts,*but it is in determining the particular group of 
mammals from which the Cetacea arose that greater diffi¬ 
culties are met with. 

One of the methods by which aland mammal may have 
been Changed into an aquatic one is clearly shown in the 
stqges which still survive among the Carnivora. The 
seals are obviously modifications of the land Carnivora, 
the Otaria, or Sea-Lions and Sea-Bears, being curiously 
intermediate. Matty naturalists have been tempted to 
think that she whales represent a still further stage of the 
same kind of modification. So firmly has this idea taken 


root that in most popular works on zoology in which an 
attempt is made to trace the pedigree of existing mammals, 
the Cetacea are definitely placed as offshoots of the 
Pinnipedia, which in their turn are derived from the 
Carnivora. But there is to my mind a fatal objection 
to this view. The seal of course has much in common 
with the whale, inasmuch as it is a mammal adapted 
for an aquatic life, but it has been converted to its 
general fishlike form by the peculiar development ot 
its hind-limbs into instruments of propulsion through 
the water ; for though the thighs and legs are small, the 
feet are large and are the special organs of locomotion in 
the water, the tail being quite rudimentary. The two feet 
applied together form an organ very like the tail of a fish or 
whale, and functionlly representing it, but only functionally, 
for the time has 1 trust quite gone by when the Cetacea 
were defined as animals with the 44 hinder limbs united, 
forming a forked horizontal tail.** In the whales, as we 
have seen, the hind-limbs are aborted and the tail deve¬ 
loped into a powerful swimming organ. Now it is very 
difficult to suppose that, when the hind-limbs had once 
become so well adapted to a function so essential to the 
welfare of the animal as that of swimming, they could ever 
have become reduced and their action transferred to the 
tailthe animal must have been in a too helpless condi¬ 
tion to maintain its existence during the transference, 
if it took place, as we must suppose, gradually. It is far 
more reasonable to suppose that whales were derived 
from animals with large tails, which were used in 
swimming, eventually with such effect that the hind-limbs 
became no longer necessary, and so gradually disap¬ 
peared. The powerful tail, with lateral cutaneous flanges, 
of an American species of Otter (Pteronura sandbachii) 
or the still more familiar tail of the beaver, may give 
some idea of this member in the primitive Cetacea. I 
think that this consideration disposes of the principal 
argument that the whales are related to the seals, as most 
of the other resemblances, such as those in the characters 
of their teeth, are evidently analogous resemblances 
related to similarity of habit. 

As pointed out long ago by Hunter, there are numerous 
points in the structure of the visceral organs of the 
Cetacea far more resembling those of the Ungulata than 
the Carnivora. These are the complex stomach, simple 
liver, respiratory organs, and especially the reproductive 
organs and structures relating to the development of the 
joung. Even the skull of Zeuglodon, which has been 
cited as presenting a great resemblance to that of a seal, 
has quite as much likeness to one of the primitive pig¬ 
like Ungulates, except in the purely-adaptive character 
of the form of the teeth. 

Though there is, perhaps, generally more error than truth 
in popular ideas on natural history, I cannot help think¬ 
ing that some insight has been shown in the common 
names attached to one of the most familiar of Cetaceans 
by those whose opportunities of knowing its nature have 
been greatest— 44 Sea-Hog, 1 * " Sea-Fig/ J or 44 Herring- 
Hog” of our fishermen, mecruhwein of the Germans, 
corrupted into the French 44 Marsoum,” and also 41 Pore- 
poisson,” shortened into 44 Porpoise.” 

A difficulty that might be suggested in the derivation 
of the Cetacea from the Ungulata, arising from the latter 
being at the present day mainly vegetable feeders, is not 
great, as the primitive Ungulates were probably omni¬ 
vorous, as their least modified descendants, the pigs, are 
still; and the aquatic branch might easily have gradually 
become more and more piscivorous, as we know from the 
structure of their bones and teeth, the purely terrestrial 
members have become by degrees more exclusively 
graminivorous. 

One other consideration may remove some of the diffi¬ 
culties that may arise in contemplating the transition of 
land mammals into whales. The Gangetic Dolphin 
{Platanisto) and the somewhat related Inia of South 
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America, which retain several rather generalised mam¬ 
malian characters, and are related to some of the earliest 
known European Miocene forms, are both to the present 
day exclusively fluviatile, being found in the rivers they 
inhabit almost up to their very ^sources, more than a 
thousand miles from the sea. May this not point to the 
freshwater origin of the whole group, and thus account 
for their otherwise inexplicable absence from the Cre¬ 
taceous seas ? 

We may conclude by picturing to ourselves some primi¬ 
tive generalised, marsh-haunting animals with scanty 
covering of hair like the modern hippopotamus, but with 
broad, swimming tails and short limbs, omnivorous in their 
mode of feeding, probably combining water plants with 
mussels, worms, and freshwater crustaceans, gradually 
becoming more and more adapted to fill the void place 
ready for them on the aquatic side of the borderland on 
which they dwelt, and so by degrees being modified into 
dolphin-like creatures inhabiting lakes and rivers, and 
ultimately finding their way into the ocean. Here 
the disappearance of the huge Enaliosaurians, the 
Ichthyosauri and Plesiosauri , which formerly played 
the part the Cetacea do now, had left them ample scope. 
Favoured by various conditions of temperature and 
climate, wealth of food supply, almost complete immunity 
from deadly enemies, and illimitable expanses in which to 
roam, they have undergone the various modifications to 
which the Cetacean type has now arrived, and gradually 
attained that colossal magnitude which we have seen was 
not always an attribute of the animals of this group. 

Please to recollect, however, that this is a mere specu¬ 
lation, which may or may not be confirmed by subsequent 
palaeontological discovery. Such speculations are, I 
trust, not without their use and interest, especially when 
it is distinctly understood that they are offered only as 
speculations and not as demonstrated facts. 


THE AMERICAN OBSERVATIONS OF THE 
ECLIPSE 

N EWS of the American observations of the last eclipse 
has now arrived, and although details are yet want¬ 
ing, enough information has been sent to show us that, 
as was to be expseted, the American observers have left 
their mark upon the work. The telegram given below 
has been forwarded to me by the editors of Science , and 
is one transmitted by Prof. Holden to Prof. Young on the 
arrival of the former at San Francisco 

il San Francisco y Cal., June n 
14 American Eclipse Expedition arrived at St. Francisco 
June ii. Holden reports no Vulcan as bright as 5$ mag¬ 
nitude. Hasting's observations prove the corona to be 
largely a phenomenon of diffraction by the great change 
in lengh of 1474 line on east and west sides of sun. No 
black lines in corona spectrum but D. Full observations 
with grating spectroscopes, prismatic telescope, and in¬ 
tegrating spectroscope, by Rockwell, Upton, and Brown. 
Contacts by Preston. English and French parties suc¬ 
cessful. (Signed) E. S. Holden” 

It will be seen from the above that the spectroscopic 
attack was a very strong one, and although the telegram 
gives only the results of the work of Prof. Hastings, these 
are of unusual interest. I propose, therefore, to devote 
attention to them in the present notice. It will, how¬ 
ever, be well to anticipate my remarks by a prefatory 
notice of the eclipse work on which it throws light. For 
this purpose I can scarcely do better than give the fol¬ 
lowing extract from an article which appeared in the 
Times on Monday last 

‘‘It was only really in the eclipse of 1869 that we 
began to know anything about the corona, and it was 
only in the eclipse of 1870 that we began to appreciate 
what a very difficult problem was presented to us by that 
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phenomenon. The then Astronomer-Royal and 
Maedler, to cite some among the eminent authorities 
writing after the eclipse of 1860, had come to the conclu¬ 
sion that the corona was mainly a non solar phenomenon. 
That part of it, however, was undoubtedly solar Wai 
admitted by all, for the reason that it was seen before 
and after totality. In the eclipse of 1870 the idea that 
part of it was really non-solar was enormously strength¬ 
ened by a comparison of observations made by different 
astronomers. Its shape seemed to change as the moOn 
swept over it, and this obviously, if it were true, implied 
some action of the moon's edge and reflection by some¬ 
thing between the observer and the moon. In 1871, 
when the Government of India and the British Associa¬ 
tion took steps to have the corona photographed at the 
same time that it wa£ carefully observed by the naked 
eye, the strange fact was first clearly indicated that the 
corona seen by the eye was a perfectly different thing to 
that recorded on the photographic plates. The explana¬ 
tion given at the time was that the coronal light was 
much more actinic than ordinary solar light of the same 
visible intensity, so that in the eye and on the photo¬ 
graphic plate two different images were built up by 
different auilities of light proceeding from different 
sources. Hence the view was distinctly enunciated that 
the corona seen during eclipses was a dual phenomenon, 
partly solar, partly non-solar in its origin, the true solar 
corona being filamentous with variously-curved streamers, 
the visible corona being non-filamentous and consisting 
mainly of radial lines and rifts, extending to different 
distances from the edge of the moon ” 

This slight sketch may now be expanded by the follow¬ 
ing details. Thus, for instance, in March, 1870, Prof. 
Young, discussing the then current views of the corona, 
wrote *.— 44 It is not impossible that the so-called corona 
may be complex, some portion of its radiance may per¬ 
haps originate in our own atmosphere, though I do not 
yet find myself able to agree with the conclusion of Dr. 
Gould and Mr. Lockyer in this respect, and am strongly 
disposed to believe that the whole phenomenon is purely 
solar." 

With reference to the eclipse of 1870 I wrote:—“At 
the commencement and end of totality, when the moon 
unequally covered the sun, the photographs have recorded 
an excess of light on the corona on the side where the 
limbs occur nearest in contact. I am told that this effect 


in one of Lord Lindsay's photographs is very striking; it 
is certainly so in one of Mr. Brothers’. In the drawings 
we have a slightly different effect. At the commencement 

1 a a 



of totality, when the western or right-hand limbs were In 
contact, we get (see figure) 1; at the end of totality the 
appearance recorded was like 2 ; the picture at the 
middle of totality compounding both these appearances, 
and being roughly represented by 3, in which the rectan¬ 
gular appearance comes out in dts fuU strength." 

Let us pass on to the eclipse of 1871. This was my 
description, written at the time, of what I saw “ There, 
rigid 1 a the heavens, was what struck everybody as a 
decoration, one that Emperors might fight for; a thousand 
times more brilliant even than the star of India*—where we 
then were,—a picture of surpassing loveliness, and giving 
one the idea of serenity among all the activity that was 
going on below, shining with a sheen as of silveressence, 
built up of rays almost symmetrically arranged round * 
bright ring above and below, with a marked absence bi 
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them right and left, the rays being composed of sharp 
radial (ines 9 separated by furrows of markedly less 
brilliancy." 

After there had been time to examine the photographic 
records of the eclipse in connection with the above descrip¬ 
tion, the enormous difference between the photograph 
and the eye picture was fully recognised, and in my 
lecture at the Royal Institution on the eclipse, after 
referring to the actinic corona, to the strikingsimilarity in 
the details of the photographs taken at different times 
and in different places, I said : u The solar nature of most, 
if not all, of the corona recorded on the plates is esta¬ 
blished by the fact that the plates, taken in different 
places, and both at the beginning and end .of totality, 
closely resemble each other, and much of the exterior de¬ 
tailed structure is a continuation of that observed in the 
inner portion independently determined by the spectro¬ 
scope to belong to the sun." 

Passing from the photographs to the drawings, I 
pointed out that in Mr, Holiday's sketch, for instance, we 
got an infinite number of dark radial lines extending 
down to the moon, with a greater extension than in the 
photographs, though in some places the shape of the 
actinic corona and some of its details were shown. 

Thinking that this difference might be explained by 
different lights being superposed, so that of two super¬ 
posed lights the naked eye used one, and the photo¬ 
graphic plate the other, I asked the question whether 
the facts might not be reconciled, and really harmonised 
with what was actually seen in the telescope, even by 
supposing that the visual image, this glare let us call it, 
was sifted in the telescope by using greater or less magni¬ 
fication in the same way as it was separated out on the 
photographic plates and in our eyes by the different 
qualities of the light producing the visual and photo¬ 
graphic images. 

From this point of view, therefore, 1 regard Mr. 
Hasting's observation as one of very great interest, and I 
believe that it throws light upon a good many prior obser¬ 
vations. I do not think, however, that any one will go 
with him when he proposes to abolish a true corona at the 
sun, for the reason that the observations to which I have 
drawn attention show that it is really a dual phenomenon 
as I pointed out in 1870, and although diffraction at the 
moon's edge may be the cause of one part, it cannot be 
the cause of the other. It is, perhaps, almost too early 
yet to speculate upon the changes in our views of the 
chemical nature of the exta-nal boundary of the sun’s 
atmosphere which may be brought about by a complete 
discussion of the question which these observations again 
bring to the front. I long ago pointed out that the fact 
of gifting in the spectroscope an indication of a line at so 
many minutes of arc from the limb of the dark moon, 
was by no means a proof of the existence of a vapour or 
gas at that height above the sun. Maclear’s observation in 
1870 was of course the test, for the reason that if such a 
wwtfwene not Availablewe must assume the existence of 
Cofo&al urmtter between us and the dark moon. But in any 
case it is not too early to bear this in mind, that if in onr 
spectroscopes we have been dealing with a true glare, 
from whatever cause produced, there will be an almost 
complete inversion necessitated, and in this way: the 
brilliancy of any particular wave-length of the glare 
may either depend upon the area of the surface 
at the sun producing light of that wave-length, or 
upon its inherent intensity. How if we assume that 
ohly the inherent intensity is to be considered, then 
obviously the region of greatest temperature will 
wise the brightest light. The brightest light will 
wletefore be produced in the lowest level of tne solar 
atmosphere, but because of the glare it will appear 
to extend to the greatest distance from the sun. It may 
5*refore have been that the line 1474, instead of indi¬ 
cating, as it has been supposed to do, that a substance 


which gives a line at the part of the solar atmosphere 
most removed from the photosphere is really produced by 
that part of the atmosphere, was produced at that part of 
the atmosphere nearest the photosphere, and really at 
first sight—although this is by no means a matter on which 
one would wish to commit one's self hastily—it does seem 
as if this view would harmonise a great many facts 
which are very difficult of explanation in any other way, 

I discovered the line 1474 in the chromosphere on 
June 6, 1869, and up to that time no bright line had been 
observed beyond those belonging to the spectra of hydro¬ 
gen, sodium, and magnesium, with the exception of one 
line of barium, which was first seen in March, 1869. Now 
we know from the long-extended series of such observa¬ 
tions for which we have to thank the industry of the 
Italian observers, that the line 1474 is now seen more per¬ 
sistently than any line which is not recorded in the 
spectra of hydrogen, magnesium, and sodium. The 
eclipse of last year taught us, if it taught us anything, 
that the lines which are thus persistent are the lines pro¬ 
duced at the temperature of the hottest layers, and, if sub¬ 
sequent inquiry strengthens the view that the height to 
which the line 1474 appears to extend is really due to the 
depth at which the substance which produces it is re¬ 
stricted, the persistence of 1474 in ordinary chromo¬ 
spheric observations will be at once explained. 

J. Norman Lockyer 


AGRICULTURE IN JAPAN 1 

D R. LIEBSCHER’S little work is the result, the author 
tells us, of his investigations during an eight 
months' sojourn in Japan in 1880. A cursory glance at 
the contents shows that it bears the physiognomy of a 
strictly scientific work. The work is divided into five 
parts :—(1) The condition of the climate and its influence 
upon the land-products ; (2) the condition of soils and its 
influence upon the land-products ; (3) the social condition 
before the year 1868 (before the reformation); (4) the refor¬ 
mation and reorganisation of the State since the year 
1868; (5) foreign commerce. I shall notice shortly each 
chapter with some remarks. Beginning with the first 
chapter, Dr. Liebscher commences with the monsoon, 
within whose sphere Japan is situated. It has, as is well 
known, a certain determined direction during the whole 
year. The'summer (south-west) monsoon comes from 
the south-west from April to September, while the 
winter (north-ea9t) monsoon comes from the north¬ 
east during the rest of the year. To the first, ac¬ 
cording to Dr. Liebscher, Japan owes its tropical 
flora, such as Chamarops excelsa, Thea viridis , Cycas 
revoluta , &c., and to the same he attributes the 
chief land-products, such as cotton, sugar-cane, tobacco, 
Indian corn, and rice. Why the summer monsoon is 
so favourable to the growth of die land-products is because, 
says the author, it causes a warm temperature, and the 
abundant precipitation of rain (maximum 1794 mm. in a 
jear). He ignores then altogether the geographical posi¬ 
tion of Japan, that on one side she lies partly in a sub¬ 
tropical and temperate zone, on the other she is sur¬ 
rounded on all sides by a large body of water. The 
north-east monsoon brings a dry and terribly cold winter, 
though somewhat modified by the “ Kuro-Siwo" current 
and this monsoon is the sole factor that renders the 
climate unfavourable, causing the remarkable pheno¬ 
menon of the “ freezing of the soil 0 Dr. Liebscher says, 
the regular course of the monsoon assures the people 
who happen to inhabit those lands which lie within the 
sphere ot that wind, of a never-failing good crop of rice. 
Thus we are accustomed to depend solely upon rice, and 

1 ** Japan 1 * UadwirOudiA&Uckt usd nUgtmewwirtluch*ftUcta V^Utaiw 
nach eigcoeti Beabacntuogeft tUrgnteUt," Von Dr. G, Lhbtcher. 
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consequently we become vegetarians. We cannot en¬ 
tirely agree with him, but rather lay more stress upon the 
influence of the Buddhist religion, which once wielded 
sway over us, As to the unfavouraj?leness of the climate 
due to the monsoon, he is unfortunate in selecting as an 
example the Hakone region. The volcano of Fuji San 
(3784 m.) is a high peak covered with everlasting snow, 
and at the foot of this lies the Hakone Bass (804 m.). 
Here Dr. Liebscher had seen on the western side (toward 
Fuji) around the Lake Hakone, a dreary sterile slope; 
while the opposite mountains, lying on the south, are 
covered with a luxuriant growth of Forest. He ascribes 
the cause of the sterility of the northern to the 
cold winter monsoon, and the thickly wooded ranges 
to the summer monsoon. I explain this striking con¬ 
trast quite in another way, Fuji San is an active 
volcano, and at the foot of this lies the region referred 
to. It is natural that no tree will flourish at or 
near recent volcanoes, which send out an enormous quan¬ 
tity of scoria*. Moreover the Hakone Pass is situated 
at a high altitude (804 m.). We find thick forest at the 
top of the Brocken in the Harz mountains. Could we 
expect the same at the summit of Vesuvius ? The 
climate of Japan is not so ineffective as Dr. Leibscher 
has depicted in his work; in reality it is far more con¬ 
ducive to fertility than that of Germany. 

The second chapter deals with the soil and its influence 
upon the agriculture. “ A large tract of plain not far 
from Tokio is left uncultivated/' says the author; "while 
the mountain slopes, are turned into useful land. Such 
an irrational course is not difficult to understand when I 
consider the other deeds done by the Government and 
people." This is not so serious as it seems ; he did not 
understand the irrigation of soils, which is of particular 
importance in the rice-producing countries. He mentions 
in another page that the total area of the empire is 
38,243,640 hectares, of which the cultivated land occupies 
4,508,482 hectares, /.<?. 118 per cent.; while the area of 
Prussia is 34*823,420, with 17,435,605 hectares, i.e. 507 
per cent, of the cultivated land. The balance is evidently 
against Japan. I must here remark that Prussia is not 
mountainous. The only notable range in the heart of 
Prussia is the Harz ; the Thuringian forest, the Riesen 
and Sudeten mountains lie at the southernmost boun¬ 
daries of that country; all the rest forms what is called 
the “ North German Plain,” levelled down uniformly by 
the Scandinavian glaciers in the Diluvial period. On 
the contrary, Japan is very mountainous. Moreover, it 
must be taken into account that we have newly taken 
possession of the Riu-Kiu Islands. The island Hok- 
lcaid6, Chi-Sima (the Kurile Islands) were neglected till, 
thirteen years ago. They are now substantially incor¬ 
porated into Japan, and the present Government is 
energetically striving to convert these into utility. 
From these circumstances the author is not justi¬ 
fied in jumping to the conclusion as to the present 
state of things. We are glad to find that the yield per 
hectare in Japan is 35 '62, while in Germany it is only 
6'ii (Dr. E. Naumann). As to the geology, the bearing 
of which is of great importance to the soil and subsoil, 
Dr. Liebscher closely follows Rein's “ Japan/’ without 
contributing his own observations. The chief rock-groups 
are: (1) the crystalline massive rocks (granite, aiorite, 
diabase, porphyries); (2) the palaeozoic schists; (3) the 
more recent volcanic rocks (trachyte, rhyolite, anaesites, 
dokrite, basalt); (4) the alluvium and diluvium. Among 
the first group are phosphates, salts of potash and soda in 
the form of felspar, and apatite ; and the same minerals 
are richly contained in the third group. In Rein's 
palaeozoic schists, recent trias and cretaceous formations 
are ascertained by geologists of the Geological Survey, 
and must be separated from the second group of Rein's 
geological category. The author lays great stress upon 
the sterility of soils, to the extensive development of the 
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talc and chlorite schists and so-called 11 tuff soils”—a fine 
volcanic ejectamenta poured from the vent, and sediment 
under water. Indeed, I saw, myself, in the provinces of 
Musasi, Sanuki, and Riq the phyllite system, in which 
the talc and chlorite schists form an essential member ; 
still they sink into insignificance when compared with the 
other rock groups. Moreover, the so-called talc schist is 
in reality micaceous clay slate, and the pseudochlorite 
schist is chloritic epidote hornblende schist. These facta 
will somewhat modify the author s conclusion. As to the 
“ tuff soil,” he discusses and repudiates the uncertain 
analyses of Prof. E. Kinch ana Herr von Korschelt. 
Neither of these gentlemen, I think, are correct, supposing 
that their analyses have been carefully prosecuted. They 
select as samples the “tuff soils” from the neighbour¬ 
hood of Tokio. This city lies in the plain, surrounded by 
lofty volcanic chains—Fuji, Asama, Sirane, and many 
other ranges of volcanic nature, bounded on the south¬ 
east by sandstone mountains of the Awa province. Tuff 
and sandstone?, a priori , could not produce fertile soils, 
and indeed “tuff soils” are the poorest in Japan. It is 
not found everywhere in that country, and appears exclu¬ 
sively confined to the neighbourhood of Tokio. I doubt 
very much the nature of the so-called “tuff soil.” It 
may perhaps be an accumulation of diluvial sand and 
gravels. If samples for chemical analyses were obtained, 
the soils from the Mino province among others, we should 
be able to get a true insight into the Japanese soils. The 
author’s conclusions, based upon these unfortunately ill- 
chosen samples, could, of course, not be correct, because 
the premises are already wrong. It is remarkable that 
Dr. Liebscher, as a professional agriculturist, after travel¬ 
ling through the greater part of Japan, should not be able 
to throw some new light on this point. 

On the third chapter I have little to say, for the de¬ 
scription relates to the bygone world prior to the year 
1868. At present, our social condition assumes quite a 
new phase. Moreover the facts are compiled from the 
Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan and from the 
Mitthtilungen (ter deutschen Gesellschaft fiir Natur und 
Votherk unde Ostasiens. Most of the Transactions are 
translations from old obscure Japanese documents under 
the guise of new titles. One thing cannot however be 
passed unnoticed, that is the footnote on p. 72, which 
runs as follows :—“The Mikado may have, according to 
the Land Statute, 12 wives ; the nobles, 8 ; the samurai, 
2; the commons, 1.” No such law ever existed in Japan. 
We are neither Mormons nor Mohammedans ! 

The fourth chapter deals with the political and social 
changes since the year 1868. It presents nothing new, 
except some odd remarks of a fanciful nature. The 
full accounts are already worked out by Le Gendre in 
“ Progressive Japan," in Griffis's “ Mikado's Empire," and 
lastly in Rein's “Japan." On p. 105 it is stated that the 
Japanese Government lays a heavy tax upon the farmer 
which may amount to half what he has won by patient 
labour ; this oppressive measure would hinder future 
agricultural progress. In reality the legitimate tax is 
only 2^ per cent, of the net product. 

The last (fifth) chapter treats of the historical develop¬ 
ment of foreign commerce and the balance of exports 
and imports. It is seen from the elaborately compiled 
tables that Japan is now in a favourable condition. In 
spite of the author depreciating and underrating whet 
the Japanese have done, and the apparently incurably 
unfavourable physical conditions of the country, the author 
has, in the concluding chapter { a somewhat reassuring 
statement. He says that Japan will gradually produce more 
and more agricultural products if the heavy taxis taken elf 
and serviceable roads are constructed throughout the inte¬ 
rior, If this should be the case, the buying power of the 
country will be increased, and Germany will have to look 
for an opportunity to engross the export comment 1 
must remark, lastly, that the author seems to me not 
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minded in doing a great injustice to the Government of 
Japan, by which he was temporarily employed. 

Munich B. Kot<5 


NOTES 

At the annual general meeting of the Society of Art*, which 
was held on the 27th ult., Sir William Siemens being in the 
chair, the following resolution relative to the death of Mr. 
Spottiswoode, who was a vice-president of the Society, was 
passed :—“That this meeting of the Society of Arts desires to 
express the deep regret wiih w hich it has received the news of the 
death of Mr. William Spottiswoode, one of its vice-presidents, 
and its sense of the lo i s which the Society has sustained by 
his decease. In him England loses one of her mo't remarkable 
men of science, science itself one of its grea’e^t ornaments, and 
all who knew him a sincere and valued friend. Besides devoting 
his own time and thought to the advancement of knowledge, he 
was ever ready to lend to all engaged in like pursuits ihe assist¬ 
ance of his experience and his w ise counsel. In thus placing on 
record their own appreciation of his services, the Society desires 
to express its feelings of sympathy with his widow and his 
family, Mid flbo with the Fellows of the Royal Society, of 
which he was the honoured and beloved President." 

THEreport of the Counc 1 for the pa k t year, which was then read, 
makes it abundantly evident (hat the useful work of (he Society 
is beiug carried on as succe sfully as heretofore. The convey* 
sazione of the Society previously fixed for the nth inst. has been ] 
postponed to ihc 25th. On that day it will be held at the 
Fisheries Exhibition, South Kensington, when the Prince and 
Princess of Wales will be present. 

iNTELliGENCE has been received from Vivi, on the Congo, 
of the sudden death of the well-known Swedish explorer, Capt. 
T. G. Een. Mr. Een, who was on his way to join Mr. Stanley 
On the Upper Congo, fell down dead from heart disease, just as 
the signal for his caravan to start was given. 

The Vienna Academy of Sciences offers two prizes of 1000 
florins each (a!>out 84/.) for the best treatises (i) on the capacity 
of various crystals for conducing electrical currents j and (2) on 
the chemical cansritution of albumen matter. 

The well known Russian merchant Sibiriakoff is about to 
send another vessel to the Siberian rivers this summer. This is 
the steamer Oh, built of Bessemer steel at Motala in Sweden, 
and which will leave Gothenburg this week. The vessel, which 
U provisioned for sixteen months, is commanded by the Russian 
Capt Weide, who has for many years sailed on the Yenisei and 
Lena. She will proceed to Trom>b, where she will meet his 
other steamer, the Nordtiukjtild. A schooner with building 
materials will accompany the steamers as far as NovayaZemlya, 
where It is intended to erect some storehouses at Yugor Scharr 
for the reception of cargoes when ice prevents the approach to 
Obi or Yenisei. At Novaya Zcmlya a member of the exped ition, 
Capt. Grcinheck, with two Samoyedes, will be left behind to 
study the ice and make meteorological observations during the 
winter The Obt and NordtnskjSIti will proceed to Port Dick- 

and the River Yenisei, in the motith of which, in the Sasto* 
rovaky, the Nordtmkjvtd discharges her cargo, vis. merchandk e, 
and loads a cargo of Siberian produce, with which she returns 
to Europe. The Obe proceeds up river with what cargo she can 
«wy W far as Yeniseisk, and remains there for river navigation 
during neat summer. 

M, Though is now working in the Observatory at Park*, 
We are informed that the Pic du Midi Observatory is soaking 
gt*at progress towards completion, and that Admiral Mouchez, 


M, Thollon, and other astronomers will visit it towards the end 
of August. 

The monthly meeting of electricians hasdtveloped into a new 
institution, which ia to be called Social i des lilectriciens. A 
committee has been established for determining the regulations 
to be proposed at a general meeting next October. M, 
Cochery, Ministre des Postes et Telegraphes has been appointed 
honorary president of the society. 

A remarkable instance of the fidelity and sagacity of the 
dog happened on Friday last at Milford Haven, ai d is recorded 
in the daily papers. Two men named Davies and Taylor were 
out in a boat which was swamped. The former of these was 
the owner of a dog, and whilst the men were struggling in the 
water the animal caught hold of Taylor w ith the object < f sup¬ 
porting him; finding, however, that it was not his master to 
whom he was rendering this assistance, he relinquished his grasp 
anti went to (he aid of Davies, his master, supposing him until 
he was rescued by a passing sttamcr, the other man being 
drowned. 

On June 13 at about 2 p.m. an earthquake was felt in the 
neighbourhood of Vossevangen in Norway. There was one 
continuous shock lasting several second?, accompanied byanobe 
as that of a heavy train passing. 

A new electric boat, exceeding in size all that have hitherto 
been designed, is now being fitted up at Millwall by the 
Electrical Power Storage Company, and iq we understand,, 
nearly ready for her formal trial trip. The new craft is of iron, 
and measures forty-six feet in length. Her “engine" is n 
Siemens' dynamo of the D2 type, and works direct on the screw 
shaft without any gearing. The screw is of unusually narrow 
pi:ch, in order to enable the dynamo to run with a high velocity. 
She carrier sixty-five accumulators of the Eaure-Scllon-Volck- 
nmr pattern of the same size as those used in the f-maller electric 
boat constructed last autumn by the ^amc company. In the 
private trials made, a speed of eight miles per hour was main¬ 
tained. This boat will be sent to Vienna, ami will doubtless 
attract much notice at the forthcoming Electrical Exhibition in 
that city. 

Rignold s panorama of the Arctic regions will be exhibited 
at the Royal Victoria Coffee Hall during the present month. 
This panorama, which was painted by the late Clarkson Stan¬ 
field, R.A., has the reputation of being the finest marine 
painting extant. 

Under the title of “Hardy Perennials and Old-fashioned 
Flowers " Mr. L, Upcott Gill of 170, Strand, has issued the first 
number of what will be, if carried out tn the lines here laid 
down, a rather bulky book, and moreover an expensive one, 
inasmuch as the number before us, which bears da'e April, ia 
priced at 6 d., contains only forty-eight page?, and proceeds only 
to Cal. in an alphabetical arrangement of the names of the 
flowers which are* recommended for cultivation. The aim of the 
work is a good one, namely, the bringing to notice many flowers 
for cultivation in our gardens that are now totally neglected or 
forgotten. Many old familiar friends are brought to mind in 
glancing through there forty-eight pages. The arrangement of 
the plants in alphabetical order of their scientific names is the 
best that could have been adopted. The wholesale use of 
capital letters for the specific names should be altered, and more 
care should be taken in the spelling, such mistakes occurring as 
AchilUa AZgyptka for vgyftioca, CetUhus for CcUtha, &c. Some 
of the figures also are extremely poor. 

Since the above was written we have received the June 
number of this little work, which brings it down to HeUeborus 
or the Christmas Rooc. Xn this latest number the same lavish 
we of capitals occurs for the initial letter of the specific name 
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an 1 the average number of mistakes also occurs. Thus under 
the genus Funkia tbc common name given is Planting Lily, 
whereas it should be Plantain Lily, a name that has been quite 
recently accorded to these plants by a gardening contemporary. 

The annual Reports of Colonial Botanical Gardens are so 
frequently reaching us and the matter contained in them is of 
such value and importance that we regret we have not space at 
our disposal to give a more extended notice of some of these 
records of scientific work in our widely spread dependencies* 
Tw o of these reports lie before up, namely, that of Dr, Trimen 
■on the Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya, Ceylon, for the year 
1882, which report is dated at Peradeniya on January I of the 
present year, and that of Mr, Charles Ford on the Hong Kong 
Gardens, or rather on Ins work as Superintendent of the Botanic 
and Afforestation Department, Hong Kong. A large por¬ 
tion of Dr. Trimeu's report is given to the consideration of 
economic plants, the first mentioned being coflee. Under this 
head it is with no satisfaction we learn that “ Leaf disease has 
in no degree diminished, and the continued failure of crop during 
the past year has vddtd to the difficulties of all concerned in the 
planting enterprise of the colony.” Dr. Trimen continues, 44 No 
combined effort whatever to prevent the disease on the lines 
indicated by its known nature has been even attempted, whilst 
the waste of money and time in local applications of 4 cures' has 
continued. As at the same time high cultivation and liberal 
manuring have become generally impossible from pecuniary 
necessities, the existing state of things, however much to be 
lamented, cannot be considered surprising. A remarkably wet 
season, too, has aggravated the condition of the badly nourished 
trees, and the low prices ruling for coffee have intensified the I 
loss by short crop?. Thus the cultivation of coffee has been in 
many places found not to cover expenses, and the necessity of 
growing other products lias been more than ever forced upon 
proprietors/' From this we gather that the prospects of coffee 
cultivation in Ceylon are anything but promising, and with 
regard to Liberian coffee, upon which the hopes of planters were 
at one time founded, we find thnt it likewise has had to bear the 
severe attacks of leaf disease, and consequently rises and falls 
in the estimation of jlanters. In suitable soils and localities, 
however, it does well, and the old trees now between eight and 
nine years old, though badly diseased, show no diminution in 
their crop-bearing capabilities. No record however is kept of 
the exports of Liberian coffee from Ceylon distinct from the 
produce of the other kind. Dr. Trimen remarks that the 
Hcmilka not uufrequently attacks the fruits of Liberian coffee. 
As might be supposed, the subject of cinchona cultivation occupies • 
a large portion of the report, and next to it comes tea and cocoa. 
The past year, we are told, has witne. sed a very striking rise in 
the export of the first-named beverage, the exports amounting to 
623,292 lbs., an advance on the prtvicus year of 345,702 lbs. 
Tea estates have been opened at all elevation?, and many old 
coffee estates not *uited for cinchona culture are now cropped 
with tea. Indiarubber, guttaj ercha, and many other industrial 
and medicinal plants come under Dr. Trimen’s review of a year’s 
work at Ceylon, proving once more, if proof were needed, the 
value of the Peradeniya Gardens amongst others iu promoting 
the advance of applied botany; and the same may be said of 
Mr, Ford’s report of the Hong Kong Garden, for we find there 
that a considerable amount of attention has been given to the 
growth of such plants as Cinnamomum cassia, the tree furnishing 
Cassia Lignea of the London market, the Chinese varnish tree 
{Aleurites cor data) t and the mahogany tree (Swietmia mahogani), 

A new form of dry pile has been described in Wiedemann's 
Atmaltn by j. Elater and H. GeiteL In the previous forms of 
dry pile, from the time of Zamboni downwards, the disks of foil j 
and paper have been placed in glass tubes, a 1th the result that 


the film of moisture collecting on the inner surface of the tube 
has always exerted a more or less destructive influence. In the 
new dry piles the disks are strung with a sewing-needle upon a 
single strong silk thread, which insures better insulation. Messrs. 
Elster and Geitel have made the very interesting observation that 
piles of this type can be charged from a Holts machine. An 
ordinary Zamboni pile of 11,000 pairs of dLks of tin and copper 
foil gave, after ten minutes’charging, sparks one millimetre long, 
and was able to illuminate a small GeiBsler tube for some time 
with a discharge continuous at firri and afterwards intermittent 
Following up this analogy dry piles were constructed on the plan 
of a Plante battery. Thin disks of lead foil alternating with disks 
of silk paper painted with a mixture of soluble glass and peroxide 
of lead were strung upon silk strings, A charged pile of 70DO 
such plates gave for ten minutes a spark one millimetre long * 
and after twenty four hours still showed electrification. 

The, last report of the British Consul at Tientsin supplies us 
w ith information respecting the only colliery at present in conv> 
plete working order in China. This is at Kaiping, not far from 
Peking. The coal is said to belong to the true carboniferous 
system, and the bed dips to the youth some forty-five degrees, 
forming a large basin under the Gulf of Fchchihli. No fear is 
entertained that the measures will run short. So far as has been 
ascertained, the coal hearing stratum is about one thousand feet, 
containing thirteen seams. During the winter months two hun¬ 
dred tons per day of the inferior kinds of coal can be sold to 
natives in the vicinity, who use it for pottery, brick, and lime¬ 
kilns ; indeed, one of the most important results achieved by 
the opening of the colliery has been the revival of several in* 
dustries in the vicinity which were languishing or extinct, on 
account of the surface coal of the district being mostly worked 
out, and the price of other coal being too high to be used with 
profit, In connection vith the colliery is a small railway, the 
only one in all China. Its length is but six at.d a half miles, 
and at the terminus the coal is placed in barges and carried down 
by canal. After a little opposition the locomotives were allowed 
to run freely. But ironworks, which it was also intended to 
start, could not get over the superstitious opposition raised on 
tbe score of the proximity of the Imperial tombs, and the con¬ 
sequent gcomnntic disturbances caused by sinking shafts, Ac. 
The iron ore is said to exist in enormous quantities, but it is not 
easy to work owing to the amount of silica present. 

We have received Parts 4-6 of the Transactions of the York* 
shire Naturalists’ Union, which do credit to that energetic body 
of local naturalists. They are entirely occupied by lists and 
notes concerning the fauna and flora of this, our largest, county, 
so arranged that each subject has a separate pagination, And 
most of the authors give evidence of considerable bibliographical 
research; some of the articles are of far more than local 
importance. 

From several parts of Sweden the appearance of an unknown 
caterpillar, which consumes the crops, is reported. Its length 
is from one inch to one and a half, and its colour grey»broWn 
with green stripes. In one place it put in an appearance imme¬ 
diately after a violent storm with rain. The Academy of Agri* 
culture has despatched an entomologist to visit the places from 
which it is reported. 

The German Society of Analytical Chemists offers two prime, 
of 25/* and 15/. respectively, for the best treatises on cocoa and 
oocoa manufactures, with reference to their commercial value 
and efficacy in nutrition. 

Admiral Mouchez will not be reappointed at the expiration 
of his term of office. The Government h fully convinced that It 
is useless to resort to this formality, and that it would be better 
to continue his appointment by touts tkonduetton, as U customary 
in France under peculiar circumstances. 
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lifts Fiei*x>e, an American missionary lady stationed at 
Swotow, has, It is stated, completed a voluminous dictionary of 
the Swatow dialect, which will be published shortly. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include a Feline Dourocouli {Nyctipithecus voci- 
feram 9 ) from Columbia, presented by Mr. H. H. Thiele ; an 
Indian Civet (Viverrkula indica 9 ) from India, presented by 
Capt* WiLon ; two Squirrel-like Phalangers {BeHdeus sciureus) 
from Australia, presented by A. Pretyman; a Vulpine Phalanger 
(Pkalangista vulpina) from Australia, presented by Mr, J. E. 
Dothie ; an Australian Crow (Corvus australis) from Australia, 
presented by Mrs, A. H. Jamrach j a Nicobar Pigeon {Catenas 
nicebartca) from the Philippine Islands, presented by Mr. Hugh 
Low ; two Common Gulls (Larus canus ), British, presented by 
Mr. C. W. Jervis Smith; a Spotted Mud Frog {Pebdytes 
pundalus) f.om the South of France, presented by Mr. H. P. 
Cambridge; a Cape Ant Bear (Qrycteropus capcnsts), twelve 
Derbian Zonures {Zonurus derbianus ) from South Africa, two 
Canadian Beavers ( Castor canadensis 6 9 ) from Canada, a 
Viperiue Snake {Tropidcnotus vtperinus) from North Africa, a 
Tree Boa (Corallus hortulanus ) from South America, purchased ; 
a Hairy-footed Jerboa {Dipus hirtepes) from Arabia, a SimunV 
Dwarf Jerboa (Dipodillus sitnoni) from Algeria, received in 
exchange; a Japanese Deer {Cenws stka 6 ), a Hybrid Syrian 
Wild Ass (between Equus hemippus d and Equus onager 9 ), an 
Impeyan Pheasant {l^phophorus tmpeyartvs), four Amherst’s 
Pheasants {Thaumalea amherstia ), bred in the Gardens. 


ON THE CAUSES OF GLACIER MOTION 1 

'T'HE question of the causes which produce the movement of 
* glaciers, which was at one time so eagerly discussed, would 
appear to have slumbered for the last ten years, Thri cannot 
be Mid to arise from the fact that a perfectly satisfactory theory 
has been developed, and recognised as such by all inquirers. 
The ambiguous allusion to the subject in Sir John Lubbock’s presi¬ 
dential address to the British Association is an evidence that such 
certainty has not been attained. It is indeed generally supposed 
that the fact of the melting-point of ice being lowered by pressure is 
somehow at the root of the matter; but a full explanation of the 
origin of this pressure in the case of glaciers and of the mechanical 
features of the problem lias yet to be given. I may therefore be 
pardoned if I draw attention to a different solution, proposed not 
by myself but by one of the greatest of English mechanicians. 
My apology for doing so is that I approach the question as an 
engineer, not as a physicist; and that it is In its essence, as 
wiB be shown immediately, a mechanical rather than a physical 
problem. 

The following are leading facts of glacier-motion which must 
be accounted for by any valid theory on the subject;— 

(l,) The phenomena of the movement of a glacier are simply 
those of a solid body in a state of flow. 

(a.) The present glaciers of Switzerland and Norway, which 
arc the only ones which have been critically examined, are mere 
shrunken fragments of the glaciers of the Great Ice Age. To 
take one instance, the present glacier of the Khone ia about 6 
wiles long and perhaps 500 feet deep; but the old glacier of the 
Rhone, which abutted against the Jura, was iao miles long, and 
must have been 9000 to 3000 feet deep* The movement 01 such 
ft ke ierg as this must aLo be accounted for in any satisfactory 

( 3 *J The glaciers of the present day are not confined to the 
temperate region f they are found in much larger numbers and of 
much greater size in the Arctic regions* 

(4.) Both in the temperate and in the Arctic regions glaciers 
hrove in winter as well as in summer, and by night as well as by 

a glacier i$ in a state of flow was first proved by Forbes. 
*nd has since been confirmed by the measurements of Tyndall 
and others. Whilst the whole mass moves downwards, the top 
auwes foster than the bottom and the sides than the middle; the 
apper layers must therefore be continually shearing over the 

jJ^FjperJ^Wolter R. Browito, MIiwt.C.E., read at the Royal Society, 


lower, and the medial over the lateral. A glacier, being a body 
in a state of flow, must move under the influence of forces' 
powerful enough to overcome its resistance, and so produce this 
condition. 

The general phenomena of the motion of a glacier are exactly 
reproduced when a viscous body moves through a channel under 
the influence of its own weight. We have therefore first to inquire 
whether the .shearing resistance of ice is sufficiently low to enable 
us to regard a glacier as a viscous mass. 

The only experiments known to me on the shearing resistance 
of ice, are those of Moseley {Phil* Mag, t January, 1870). He 
found that, with pressures from 100 to 110 lbs. per square inch, 
cylinders of ice sheared slowly across the two planes in contact, 
sliding over each other without losing continuity. The distance 
sheared through was about five-eighths of an inch in half an 
hour. A 1 >ad of 119 lbs. per square inch u as sufficient to shear 
through a cylinder of ij inches in diameter in two to three 
minute . From these experiments it would appear that the 
lowest shearing stress which will cause ice to flow is about 
100 lbs. per square inch ; but sufficient time was not allowed in 
the experiments to make this a matter of certainty* 

There is another way in which the shearing resistance of ice 
may be tested. In the case of a block of ice of vertical sides, 
gravity of cour-c produces a shearing resistance along all plane* 
passing through the ba?e. Let h be the height of such a block 
in feet, and consider the shearing force due to gravity on any 
square foot of a plane making an angle 0 with the vertical. This 
shearing force is given by— 
wh x h tan 0 


sin 0 cos 0, 


This expression is a maximum when 0 “ 4 5°, and its value i* 
then— 


wh 


4 

What is the greatest height at which a vertical cliff of ice will 
stand ? lam not able to stale this precisely, but it is very con¬ 
siderable. Mr. Whymper mentions crevasses in South America 
300 feet deep. Cliff, of fully that iieight have been seen stand¬ 
ing out of water in the case of icebergs, and as so small a part 
of an iceberg projects above water, these cliffs probably extend 
below to a considerable depth. Taking, however, only 300 feet 
for the value of h, or for the maximum height of an ice cliff, this 
would give about 30 lbs. per square inch as the lowest shearing 
force upon a plane of ice which would cause it t> assume the 
condition of flow. 

Let us now suppose a glacier of thickness a, lying upon a slope 
whose inclination to the horizontal is d ; then the force per 
square foot,-tending to shear the ice at its junction with the 
slope, U clearly aw sin 0. 

Suppo ing sin $ to equal and that the shearing resistance is 
30 lbs. per square inch, wc get a = about 290. Hence we muy 
say that a glacier lying on a slope of 1 in 4 will not move at all 
under its own weight unless it be at least 300 feet thick, and 
that, if it be more than this, the upper 30O feet will move as one 
solid mass, the part below alone representing the conditions of 
flow. 

It is needless to say that there are hundreds of glaciers which 
are less than 300 feet thick, and which at nj part of their course 
have a slope anything approaching I in 4. 

We have now to snow that the theories generally propounded 
for glacier action are all of them negatived by some of the 
foregoing considerations. These theories may be stated as 
follows :— 

(x.) The glacier simply slides over its bed as a solid body. This 
is negatived by the fact that some parts move faster than others. 

(2.) The glacier flows under the action of its own weight, ex¬ 
actly as a viscous body flows. This is the theory of rorbes. 
It is disproved by the facta given above, which show that even 
on a slope of x in 4 a glacier would not flow unless it was at 
least 300 feet thick. 

(3.) The glacier moves by the cradling of its base. This has 
been disproved by Moseley’s experiments, which showed that 
the crushing resistance of ice was considerably higher than the 
shearing resistance. 

(4.) Tii© glacier moves by the melting of its base. This is the 
theory of rfopkW He placed a block of ice at 32’ F. on a 
slab at a smalt angle, and found that it slowly descended as it 
melted. On this view the bottom of the glacier must always 
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be 2 n a melting state. But glaciers are of all sixes and thick¬ 
nesses, and they move in winter as well as summer. Bessels 

Die AmerikanUche Nordpol Expedition/' p. 398) measured 
the motion of an Arctic glacier {not apparently very thick), in 
the month of April, which is just when the winter cold would 
hare sunk deepest, and found it considerable. Again in the 
7 eitsckriJ‘t dts deutschen Geotogiscktn Gtstlhcka/t, vol. xxxiti. 

* 693, is an account of measurements of a Greenland glacier, 
oth in winter and summer, which show that the motion in 
winter is only 20 per cent, less than in summer. It has been 
suggested to me that the interior heat of the earth may be suf¬ 
ficient to keep the bottom of the ice from freezing ; but this 
cannot apply near the sides, where the ice is shallow, and the 
freezing of a very small strip on each side would he sufficient to 
keep the whole mass from descending. Moreover, this cause 
would apply to masses of snow as much as to ice. But it is 
known that masses of snow, though lying on steep slopes, do 
not descend in this way, even in summer, but melt away where 
they lie. 

(5.) According to the theo-ie» of Tyndall, Croll, an I others, 
the glacier moves not in the form of ice but of water, The^e 
theories are based on the known fact that the freezing point of 
ice is lowered by pressure. Hence it is supposed that certain 
parts of a glacier are continually being exposed to so much 
pressure that they melt. The water escapes downward, and ihe 
pressure being relieved it freezes again. The continuity of the 
glacier is further kept up by the process of regelation, according 
to which two pieces of ice, if placed in contact, form into one 
solid mass. 

The advocates of this theory hardly seem to consider how very 
small the lowering of the freezing point is for any ordinary 
pressure. It is only 'cx>75 6 per atmosphere. In other word 4 ;, 
it will require a pressure of 2000 lbs. per square inch to liquefy 
ice at 31 instead of 32°, This 13 equivalent to the weight of a 
column of ice about 5000 feet high, It is needless to ask 
whether such a pressure can exist within an ordimry glacier, 
while on the other hand glaciers undoubtedly move at tempera¬ 
tures far below freezing point—in the Arctic regions below zero. 

It seems to be generally supposed that the pre^ure in the 
lower part of a glacier is due to the steeper upper portions: the 
glacier channel is spoken of as a mould, through w hich the ice 
is forcel by pressure from behind. But in the upper glacier, 
slopes of ice or nevt are not uncommon at angles of 30” or even 
more. Such slopes usually do not even touch the more level parts of 
the ghcHr below them, but are separatei from them by a wide, 
deep crevasse callei a Bergschrand. Of thib the well-known 
ice wall of the Slrahleck is a conspicuous example. In other 
case* such slopes do not end in a glacier at all, but die away 
upon the mountain side. It is certain, therefore, that ice or 
ntvi is able to maintain itself at a high angle upon its slope of 
rocks, and therefore cannot possibly exercise pressure upon the 
parts of the glacier f*r i n advance of its foot. The fallacy of 
ihU idea may be funher illustrated by referring, not to modern 
glaciers, but to those of the Great Ice Age. Can we suppose 
that the pressure of the snows about the sources of the Rhone 
was sufficient to drive that glacier down the valley to Martigny, 
round a sharp angle to the Lake of Geneva, through the lied of 
that lake, and on to the slopes of the Jura, a distance of mm*e 
thm loo miles, in which the average slope was ab.iut I in 200; 
giving a propelling force per ton of ice of about 11 lbs. only ? 

All these theories have this in common, that they regard 
gravity as the sole and direct agent in the movement of glaciers, 
and the above considerations seem to prove that it is an agent 
far too weak for the work it has to do.* 

The only other agent which has been suggested, or seems 
likely to be suggested, to account for the motion of glaciers, is 
heat. This suggestion, as is well known, is due to the late 
Canon Moseley, F.R.S,, and was to some extent worked out by 
him in pipers published in the Phil. Afag. t 1869 and 1870. 

The mode of operation, on this theory, is well known. Icc 
L here considered merely as a solid b>dy, obeying the ordinary 
laws of expansion and contraction uuder differences of tempera¬ 
ture. This it is known to do, the coefficient of linear expansion, 
for 1* F,, being '00002856 (Moseley, Phil. Maf, lanuary, 1870)# 
which is very high. When a mass of ice, such as a glacier, 
Buffers a rise m temperature, either through conduction or radia- 

1 Another evidence against pressure from behind os a cause of motion w 
furnished by the wry small sud of many glaciers. Some of these, nuably 
those of the class called “ glaciers remands,” are only a few hundred yarns 
long, and canon be many feet deep- 




tion, it will expand; this expansion will take place mainly in 
the direction where movement is easiest, that is, down the valley. 
If from any cause the temperature falls, the glacier will asm 
contract; but since the expansion is atsbted by gravity whilst 
the contraction is opposed by it, the latter will be somewhat less 
in amount than the former, and when the ice has returned to its 
original temperature, it* centre of gravity will have moved a 
certain small distance down the valley. By such alternate 
expansions and contractions the glacier moves gradually from the 
top to the bottom of its course. 

That variations of temperature d> take place in a glacier 
cannot be doubted, whatever be the condition in which it lies. 
This granted, the fact that it should move in the way 
described appears to me no more surprising than that the sheets 
of le id on which Canon Moseley made his well-known experi¬ 
ments did S3 move ; and that the motion thus produced is of the 
character which answers to all the facts of the case, so far as 
they are at present known, can, I believe, be established. 

The controversy occaT med by Canon Moseley’s articles was 
unfortunately terminated by his Junes'; and death, before the 
matter had been fully cleared up. The main objections urged 
to his theory were two. The first was that a glaciqrds not one 
continuous body (as assumed by Canon Moseley in his mathe¬ 
matical investigation), but is broken up into many parts by 
crevasses. But in the first place, the assumption above men¬ 
tioned is merely one of convenience, and not in the least neces¬ 
sary to the theory, A detached piece of ice would move in the 
same way as a glacier, or as the sheet of lead did in Canon 
Mo eley’s experiments. Secondly, if a glacier is anywhere 
divided in its whole thickness by a crevasse, this is absolutely 
fatal to the gravitation theories, since there can be n > pressure 
between the portions above and below this division. The only 
possible explanation of crevasses, on these theories is that they 
are due to the glacier bending over a convex part of its bed. In 
that ca<<e the bottom half will be in compression, and only the 
top half in tension, so that the crevasse cannot possibly extend 
more than half way through the thickness. 

The second objection was that the conductivity of ice Is low ; 
hence the effect of the heat would be confined to the layers near 
the surface, and could not account for the motion of the glacier 
as a wh de. This objection does not seem to be confirmed by 
careful reflection upon the way in which such forces act. Let us 
suppo-e a glacier 100 feet deep, of which each successive foot 
expands and contracts alike throughout, but adheres with a 
definite shearing resistance to the layers above and below. Let 
there be a rise in temperature, which does not extend beyond the 
uppermost 10 feet. This layer will expand, and if it were free 
would expand to the full amount due to the increase in teiftpeim- 
ture. But its lower surface is not free. In expanding it will 
therefore drag the next layer after it, or iu other words will 
cause it to expand also. The amount of expansion, however, 
will not be so great, because there will be a certain shearing ex¬ 
tension at the plane of division between the t*o. The second 
layer will similarly cause an expansion in the third, and to onto 
the bottom. In consequence the energy which would all have 
been exerted on the top layer, had that been free, will be distri¬ 
buted over the whole of the layers ; and the extension of the top 
layers will of course be much smaller than it otherwise would 
have been. Should the temperature then remain constant, the 
layers will retain their position, and adapt themselves to the new 
circumstances. If the temperature Falls, the layers will contract, 
but from the now opposing effect of gravity they will not return 
to their original po ition. The top layer, which has extended 
furthest, will be the furthest bebw its original position; the 
second layer next and so on. If we suppose the layers to be 
indefinitely thin, we have the condition of things in an actual 
glacier. The ice in any vertical section null, on the whole* move 
down the slope, but the top will move faster than the middle, 
and the middle than the bottom, exactly as it is known to do, 
'1 he same holds with regard to a horizontal section, At the sides 
the ice w ill be held back, not only by the friction, but aW by 
the protuberances of the rock, which compel the ice to shear 
over them. Hence the velocity there will be retarded, and will 
be less than that iu the middle, which is comparatively free, 

A more important objection remains to be considered, which 
U this, On the present theory the motion at any point on i he 
surface of a glacier will be not continuous, but oscillating alter- 
nately downwards and upwards, and the net distance by whkih 
it has descended, say. in a day, will be a mere fraction of the 
total distance through which it has moved iu that period* If 
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so, this alternate motion ought to have been noticed in the 
various observations which nave been made upon glaciers, and 
this does not appear to have been the case* But, in reply to 
this* it may be remarked that most of the observations have only 
given the net movement of points on the glacier during intervals 
of a day or more, and therefore would not show the oscillations. 
Again, such observations have always been at points near the 
end of a glacier. Now the variations in temperature of a 
glacier will oe very different at different parts, and the motion of 
the end of the glacier will, to a great extent, show the average result 
of these different advances and retreats in different parts of the 
higher regions. This average result w ill, of course, be a steady pro¬ 
gression down the valley, and the oscillatory movement at the end 
of the glacier may be so much masked by this as not to be readily 
observable. Lastly, it may be suggested as possible that a certain 
amount of expansion by heat may have the effect of giving a j// 
to ice, fo that it does not return to its original length when 
brought back to the same temperature. If this be so, the oscilla¬ 
tions would be much less marked, and at the end of the glacier 
would probably be indistinguishable. 

I may now draw attention to some phenomena of glacier 
action, which are explained by the heat theory, but which do not 
seem explicable on the gravitation theory. 

(i.) It is well known that glaciers, when they emerge from a 
narrow gorge into a comparatively wide valley, spread out into 
a fan shape. The Rhone glacier is a well-known instance. A 
still better one is a small glacier in Norway, mentioned by Prof. 
Sexa, which spreads out to five or six times its previous width. 
Now the effect of gravity, acting on a mass as a whole, is to 
carry it in one single direction, that of the steepest slope. The 
only way in which gravity can produce such a spreading out is 
by the parts of the glacier shearing over each other in the manner 
of a viscous solid. But the phenomena of ice cliff®, as men¬ 
tioned above, show that ice does not spread from this cause, so 
that the fact seems impossible to explain by gravitation alone. 
On the heat theory it is, of course, perfectly easy : the expansion 
and contraction will take place in all directions where there is 
freedom to move. 

(2.) Connected with this phenomenon is that of the longi¬ 
tudinal crevasses seen near the edges of glaciers, and particularly 
where they spread out in the manner just described. Now on 
the gravitation theory, as remarked above, the only possible 
explanation of a crevasse is that the ice is bending over a convex 
surface, and that its upper part is thus placed in a state of 
tension, under which it breaks. Since, on the gravitation theory, 
every part of a glacier U exposed to a severe pressure from 
behind, this explanation does not Gt very well even for transverse 
crevasses ; but to longitudinal crevasses it is clearly inapplicable, 
since the bottom of a valley is seldom or never convex in the 
direction of its width. On the heat theory the explanation is 
simple. We may suppose the heat energy communicated per 
square foot of surface to be about the same, whether near the 
middle or edge of a glacier. This energy is expended in pro* 
ducing an expansion throughout the whole thickness of the 
glacier, as described above. Hence the smaller this thickness, 
the greater will be the amount of expansion, and the greater 
therefore the net motion which results. Hence the thinner 
parts of a glacier w ill always be tending to tear themselves off 
from the thicker, and thus longitudinal crevasses will frequently 
be found. 

(3.) The atritt which are so marked a feature of glacier-worn 
rocks become more easily explained on this theory. -1 have seen 
sttch striae, even in the hard hypersthene of Skye, which were a 
considerable fraction of an inch in depth. When we consider 
the enormous force necessary to plough out such a furrow in 
hard rock, it Is almost impossible to believe that it was done by 
the simple passage over it, once for all, of a stone imbedded in 
th4 ice. If, however, the stone descended by a series of oscil¬ 
lation*, so that it passed many times over the same spot/jhis 
difficulty la greatly lessened. 

(4*) In conclusion I may point out that the advocates of the 
gravitation theory ere bound to explain what becomes of the 
heat energy which is poured into a glacier. When the* sun is 
shining this radiant energy is always very large, although the 
temperature of the air may be low. In such cases the glacier 
does hot melt ; it is perfectly dear that it must expand, as any 
other solid must expand under the action of heat. If so, it 
*eems unreasonable not to hold that the gradual descent by alter* 
(Ate expansion and contraction must follow, as it is known to 
follow m the case of other materials. 


O11 the subject of the motion of Arctic ice* Dr. Rae, F.R.S., 
has kindly permitted the publication of the following par¬ 
ticulars :— 

“When in Greenland, in the autumn of 1866, I was ice¬ 
bound at the head of one of the fiords, and slept a couple of 
nights at an Eskimo's house. A glacier about half a mile distant 
was then in full activity, the movement of which might, I 
believe, have been as visible to the eye as it certainly was 
audible to the ear. 

“ My own idea is that Arctic glaciers must have a downward 
motion more or less during the whole year, summer and winter. 
I believe the alternation of heat and cold—or, I should rather 
say, of temperatere^would of itself cau^e motion, especially 
near the upper surface. 

** We know that ice 2 or 3 feet or more thick contracts very 
considerably in a few hours by a sudden fall of 15 or 20 degrees 
of temperature. I have found cracks in Lake Winnipeg 3 or 4 
feet wide, formed by this cau i e during a single night, almost 
slopping our sledge journey. This gap soon freezes up. Then 
the weather gets milder, the ice expands, and with the new addi¬ 
tional formation is too large for the lake, and is forced up into 
ridges. This process goes on at every ‘cold snap/ 1 alternating 
with milder weather. Now supposing a glacier for 10 or more 
feet of its depth contracts by cola, as lake ice is known to do, it 
will get a series of cracks probably in its longest axis, say from 
inland seaward ; the first snowdrift will fill up these cracks or 
some of them, and this filling up will to *ome extent perform 
the same office os the freezing of the cracks in the lakes. The 
longitudinal extent of (he glacier will be increased. A snowstorm 
always brings milder weather, which would expand the glacier, 
but as this expansion would naturally tend downhill, instead of 
up, the whole motion would be downward®. But even if the 
cracks I mention did not take place, the contraction by cold 
would pull the ice downhill, not up, whilst the expansion by 
increase of temperature would tend to push the glacier downhill, 
so that these opposite actions would produce similar effects in 
moving the glacier, or such part of it as could be acted upon by 
external temperature, downwards. 

*' I may also add that when a crack, however slight, is formed 
by contraction, the cold is admitted into the body of the glacier, 
and increases the contracting power or influence/' 
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Annalen der Pkysik und Ckimif t xix., part 4.—Electrical 
experiments : electric pressure on solids, by G. Quincke, This 
paper forms a continuation to a series of experiments in electro¬ 
statics published by the author in previous numbers of the 
Anvaltn , under the title of “Electric Expansion.” It is illus¬ 
trated with twenty-rix cuts, and will be followed by a communi¬ 
cation on the resistance of insulating fluids to electric force.— 
On electric disturbance at contact of gases with bodies in 
combustion, with four illustrations, by Julius Elste and ITans 
Geitel. The authors arrive at the general conclusion that all 
flames may be regarded as streams of het gas, which generate 
negative electricity in burning electrodes introduced from with¬ 
out, as well os in small bodies in combustion suspended in them. 
—On electric vibration, and more especially on the phenomena 
of polarisation produced by vibratory movements, with four 
illustrations, by A, Overbeck.—On the dependence of gases as 
heat conductors on the state of the temperature, with three illus¬ 
trations, by A. Winkelmann.—On the fundamental equations of 
E. Ketteler’s theory of optics, by W. Voigt. The author shows 
that, so far from flowing from the principles of the doctrine of 
elasticity, Ketteler's fundamental equations are diametrically 
opposea to them. 

The Journal de Physiqut (May, 1883) contains the following 
original papers On the difference in barometrical pressure at 
two points in the same vertical line, by J. Tamin,—On the action of 
heat upon boraclte and upon sulphate of potash, by E. Mallard. 
—On the penetration of actinic rays into the eye of man and 
that of vertebrates, and on their vision of ultra-violet rays, by 
E. de Chardonnet.—On a new apparatus for verifying the Jaws 
governing the fall of bodies, by M, Paquet.—On an experimen¬ 
tal demonstration of the unequal velocity of the transmission of 
sound in gases and solids, by F. Griveaux. 

1 “Cold snap/' an American term nwairtng a rather sudden iincrease of 
cold. 
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ZtHsehrift fur wissenschaftlkhe Zoologie, Bd. xxxvili. Heft 2 
i April 2% 1883), contains:—Contribution to a knowledge of 
the infusoria, by Dr G. Entx (Plate 8).—On the primordial 
►Lull of some mimmalia, by Fred, decker (Plate 9). —On some 
Coelenterata of the South Sea, by Dr. R. v. Lendenfeld, of 
Melbourne, Part 11.—On new Apfysiuidiae (Plates 10 to 13).— 
■On the embryology of Hydra, by Dr. A. Korotneff (Plate 14).— 
On the larval development of Phoxuhilidium fdumularies, nov. 
sp M by Dr. R. v. Lendenfeld, with woodcuts. 

Rend icon ti of the R. lstituto Lombardo di Sciense e Letters, 
May IO and 17. —Preliminary inquiry into ZanardelH’s proposed 
penal code (continued), by Prof, A. Buecellati.—On the com* 
mentories of Gaius and tne paraphrase of Theophilus, by Dr. 
C. Ferrini.—A few remarks on the first five sections of 
Ricardo’s chapter on value, by Prof, E. Natzani.—On the mor¬ 
tality of infants in the various provinces of Italy, by Prof. G. 
Sormani. The death-rate during the first month is shown to be 
much higher in winter than in summer, and in the northern than 
in the southern provinces. Thus : 50 per iood in Palermo, 190 
in Padova, medium for the kingdom 9i‘9.— On the formation 
of the primitive line and primitive cleft in the gastrula of the 
Mexican axolotl, by Prof. G. Bellonci. —Alterations in the lower 
hollow vein aggravating hepauc cirrosis, by Prof, A. de 
Giovanni.—Observations on tne comet of Brooks mnde in the 
Rrera Observatory, Milan, by G. V. Schiaparelli.—On a deposit 
of foasiUferous Pliocene clay recently discovered near Taino, to 
the east of Angera, in Lombardy, by Prof. T. Taramelli. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

London 

Linnean Society, June 21.—Prof. P. M. Duncan, F.R.S., 
vice-president, in the chair.—The following gentlemen were 
balloted for and elected Fellows of the Society, viz. Messrs. E. 
Balllie, J. Borland, K. McKean, K, C. Malan, and II. A. A. 
icholls.—A specimen of Polypoi ns sulfureus v as exhibited for 
the Rev. A. A. Harland, obtained from the stem of a yew tree 
in the Cliveden Wood«, Bucks.—A scries of fossil fruits, &c., 
from Australia were shown for Dr. Charles E. Barnard ; among 
these were species of Phymatoearyon, Euothccary on, Qchthodo- 
earyon , Spondylostrobus, Plesioeapparis , and others.—Mr. W. 
T. Thiselton Dyer exhibited several interesting vegetable econo¬ 
mic products* and made remarks thereon. Of a species of wax 
extracted by Mr. D, Morris of Jamaica from Myrica microcarpa, 
it was stated that while the berries are used for obtaining wax in 
South Africa, the West Indian fruits had not hitherto been used 
for this purpose. A gray, camphor-like substance, the product 
of Artemisia noxa , he mentioned as a rare example among the 
Composite ; and there was a probability that this camphor 
was used in the production of Indian ink by the Chinese, and 
gave the peculiar aromatic odour to the true China ink. A rosary 
was shown made of fruits of Trerpa verbatims is, Dc Not. (locally 
■called Frutti de’ I.ago), from the Logo di Varese, Italy ; also spe¬ 
cimens of .wax and candles made from Rhus vemicifera of Japan ; 
the latter preparation is quite a local industry, which unfortunately 
is now ceasing on account of the rivalry of the chertp American 
ells.—The following plants were exhibited, viz., Ameserispusilla 
and JJypochtiris glabra, obtained by Mr. Thomas How.se in 
West Surrey, and specimens of the Cheddar Pink ( Dianthus 
casius), which had been grown freely by Mr, C. F. White on 
his garden wall at Ealing.—A jxiper on the structure of the hard 
parts of theFungidfc (part 2, Lophoserinee), was read by Prof. 
Duncan* and another by Mr. R. A. Rolfe of Kew, on the Sela* 
ginese described by Linnaeus, Bergius, and Tbunberg.—A 
communication was read from Mr. H. G. Doran, on the 
malleus of Rhytina stetteri , based on a specimen obtained 
Hn the voyage of the Vega, and exhibited in the S * edish De¬ 
partment of the International Fisheries Exhibition* under the 
■charge of Prof. Smitt of Stockholm. The author concludes 
that this auditory ossicle in the extinct Northern Sea Cow (Rhy 
Mho) is larger than In the Manatee ( Manatees), and therefore it is 
-the largest and bulkiest malleus to be found in the vfbole section 
of the animal kingdom where such a bone exists. In the cha* 
racier of its body it resembles that of the Manatee rather than 
that of the Dugong (PfalUore); white in the manubrium it 
differs in Rhytina from the other Sirenia, and is far more gene* 
talised.—The following paper was taken as read. Notes on some 
new economic products recently received at the Royal Gardens, 
Kew* by W. T. Thiselton Dyer, Therein he treats of the Wert 
African indigo, the Jnhambanc copal* and the Ogea gnu as 


exhibited at a previous meeting.—On the testis of ZrvMfife 
formed a communication from Mr. W. B. S. Beaham. Ici 
describes the structures in question* noting the apparent isola¬ 
tion of many of the spermatic sac*, ana the 
they are not diverticula of the spermatic duct* but secondarily 
acquire connection therewith* the two structures bring rodepan- 
dently developed. He remarks that in no crustacean do the 
ducts of the generative glands form a network* whereas fn the 
King Crab* as in the Scorpion and other Arachnids* they do.— 
There followed a paper on the Mollusca of H.M.S, Challenger 
(part xx.), by the Kev. R. Boog Watson. This contains a 
continued descriptive account of the family ButUdw, dealing 
with the genera Atys and Scaphander * along with the group 
Aplysiida , genus Do la br if era. 

Zoological Society, June 5.—Osbert Salvin* F.R.S., vice- 
president, in the chair,—-Mr. Sclater exhibited and made remark# 
on two birds obtained near Lima by Prof, W. Notion* 
C.M.Z.S., and on a collection of birds made in New Britain* 
New Ireland, and the Solomon Islands, that has been sent to 
him for examination by the Rev. George Brown, C.M Z.S.— 
Mr. Sclater aho called, the attention of the meeting to a Condor 
from Peru, living in the Society’s Gardens rince 1877, which he 
w as induced to believe was a specimen of the ** Condor pardtt” 
or Sarcorhatnphus equatorial is, Sharpe.—Mr. G. French Angus 
exhibited a collection of butterflies made during a recent visit to 
the Island of Dominica, W.I.—A communication was read from 
Prof. Owen, C.B., entitled “ Embrynlogical Testimony to 
General Homology.”—A communication was read from the 
Rev. O. P, Cambridge on some new genera and species of 
spiders. Eight spiders, representing ns many new genera, ware 
described: two or them belonged to the family Theraphoridm* 
one to the Pradidse, and the others to the Thmnijidg* Three 
of these species were from Ceylon, three from Caffraria, one 
from New Zealand, and one from California.—A communication 
was read from Mr. A. G. Butler containing an account of tha 
Lepidoptera collected by Mr. II. O. Forbes in the islands of the 
Timor-Laut group. Examples of twenty-three species were 
obtained.—A communication was read from Mr. Herbert Druee 
containing descriptions of some new species of moths of the 
families Zygsenidae and Arctiidcc, mostly collected in Ecuador 
by Mr. C. Buckley. The number of new species described was 
fifty, belonging to twenty-four genera.—A paper was read by 
Messrs. God man and SaJvin, containing remarks on the vada* 
tions of certain species of butterflies of the genus Agrias* —Mr, 

G. A. Boulenger read a report on a collection of reptiles and 
Batrachians from the Timor-Laut group of islands, formed by 
Mr. H. O. Forbes. Two new specie# were described—the one 
a lizard of the Australian genus Lophognathus, and the other a 
snake of the Indian genus Situates, propo cd to be named re¬ 
spectively L. maculitabris and A, forbesli. The snake was of 
special interest, as no species of the genus Simotes had hitherto 
teen previously known to occur eastward of Java. 

Chemical Society, June 21.—Dr. W. H. Perkin, president, 
in the chair.—1 he following gentlemen were elected Fellows ?— 

G. S. Bowler, C. Beringer, T. H. Coleman, A. Esilmaxi* H* E. 
Harrison, C. Hulke, H. Heap, B. Hobbs, C. T. HCycock, W. 

J. Livingston, B. P. Laacelles, H. R. Mill, M. F. Purcell, T. E. 
Richardson, F. G. Roberts* W. R. Reffel, A. Smith, E< H. 
Stephenson, A. W. Soward* A. H. Samuel, D. Wilson, and 
R. Williams.—The following papers were read On evapora* 
tion in vacuo, by H. McLeod. The author has contrived several 
forms of apparatus, and in the preoent paper describes two. One 
in which the water was evaporated in a glass dbh with ground 
top, at a temperature not exceeding 50 9 , 500.0. evaporated in 
two Hours; a Kortmgs water pump was weed to obtain the 
vacuum. Instead of the dish a test tube or a combustion tube 
maybe employed. In the second form of apparatus sulphuric 
add was allowed to trickle down the tube in,to winch the 
aqueous vapour passed, and thus the use of a condenser was 
avoided.—Note on a hydrocarbon and some substitution deriva¬ 
tives from camphor* by H. E. Armstrong.—On the pre paraded 
of the pentathionates, by G. S. Shaw. The author has raid* 
vestigated this subject* because Prof. Spring States in Liebig** 
Annalen that he was uuabic to obtain pentathionates by taring 
the method described by V. Lewes. The author completely 
coafirins the results obtained by Lewes* and has obtained Wutb > / 
fully crystalline salt# in which the ratio Of potassium to sulphnr 
was as 2 atoms to $. A note is appended to the paper ’>> 
Watson Smith,—On the decomposition of ammonium dtntsj 
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ap Ibvcatiptian into (ho rate of chemical change, by V. H. 
Veky,-*-Note on the action of allylic iodide upon phenol in 
the presence of dnc or aluminium roil, by P. Frankland and T. 
Turner. Orthopropyl phenol was obtained.—On a new gas 
burner for heating combustion tubes, by W. Ramsay.—On a 
byproduct of the manufacture of aurin, by A. Claparide and 
Watson Smith. When aurin is prepared from phenol, oxalic 
acid, and sulphuric acid, some quantity of white crystals appears 
on the lids of the aurin- pots. These were examined by the 
authors, and were found to consist of a phenyl ortho-oxalic 
ether. 

Meteorological Society, June 20.—Mr, J. K. Laughton* 
M.A., F.R.A.S., president, in the chair.—The following papers 
were read i—On the structure of the ice-cloud disposed in threads, 
proposed to be called “ cirro-filum," by the Uev, W. Clement 
Ley, M.A., F.M.S. Of the cirriform clouds one of the most 
important to the weather forecaster is that to which the author 
has given the name of "cirro-filum.” Having from the time he 
was twelve years of age carefully studied this cloud whenever 
visible, and having for the last twenty-five years made it the sub¬ 
ject of minute study, he is enabled to bring forward some results 
which may prove of value. The author then gives, first, a short 
account of tile mode in which he was led to prosecute this study ; 
secondly, a classification of the more recent and reliable obser¬ 
vations ; and lastly, an explanation of the principal phenomena 
observed.—Notes on a second series of experiments on the dis¬ 
tribution of pressure upon flat surfaces perpendicularly exposed 
to the wind, by Richard H. Curtis, F.M.S, The remits ob¬ 
tained in these experiments agree very closely with those of the 
former experiments.—On the reduction of wind records, by the 
Hon. Ralph Abercromby, F.M.S. The author discusses the 
significance and best method of deducing from anemographic 
records the total quantity, the quantity from different points of 
the compass, the relative frequency, the mean and annual velo¬ 
city, the mean velocity from different quarters, the resultant, and 
the mean and diurnal direction of the wind.—The spectroscope 
as an aid to forecasting weather, by F. W. Cory, M.R.C.S., 
F.M.S.—Note on river temperatures as compared with air tem¬ 
peratures at Greenwich and Bremen, by Robert H. Scott, M. A., 
F. R.S. The author compares the results given in a recent paper 
by Sir G. B. Airy on a comparison between the records of 
the temperature of the Thames and those of air temperature 
taken at Greenwich with those published by Herr von Freed en 
for the temperature of the Wcser as compared with that of the 
nir at Elsfleth, close to Bremen, for the ten years 1858-67. 


the copper-tin series the second critical point is held by SnCu B , 
and in the copper-antimony curve this point is held, not by 
Cu,Sb, but CugSb, the formula for the violet alloy known to 
alchemist* as the regains of Venus. 0 The specific gravities 
were also plotted in curves, showing that the alJoy Cu,Sb does 
not stand out from the rest, while the alloy Ci^Sb has a higher 
density than copper. 

Edinburgh 

Royal Society, June 18.—Prof. Maclagan, vice-president, 
in the chair.—The Astronomer-Royal for Scotland presented a 
paper which was read by Prof. Crum Brown, on bright clouds 
in a dark night sky. This phenomenon Prof. Smyth had twice 
witnessed, on April 8, 1882, and April 30, 1883. On both these 
occasions the meteorological conditions were peculiar, the air 
being for a few hours remarkably dry. The explanation given 
was that the glow on the clouds was due to reflection of the gas¬ 
lights of Edinburgh from the hollow water-drops in the cloud, 
which from their floating in a very dry atmosphere had become 
sufficiently tbin-walled to throw back a strong reflection from the 
two surfaces.—Prof. Tait read a mathematical note by Mr. 
Anglin, in which a solution was given of the problem to express 
x m in terms of power-i of x lower than », when .r 11 is given in 
terms of these lower powers, and m Is greater than n. —Prof. 
Tait communicated the results of his recent measurements of the 
compressibility of water. The water was comprc sed in a tube 
silvered inside and dipping with its lower and open end in a 
trough of mercury. The whole was placed inside the hydraulic 
pre^s, and exposed to pressures of 1, 2, 2&, and 3 tons weight 
er square inch, the compression of the water being measured 
y the height of ascent of the mercuiw, which was given at 
once by the lower limit of the silver film. For water, both 
fresh and salt, the compressibility was found to diminish with 
increase of pre>sure, diminishing at much the same rate in both 
cases, although to begin with the fresh water was more com¬ 
pressible than the sea-water in the ratio of about 72 : 67. The 
results obtained for the fresh water could be very accurately re¬ 
presented by the formula c — '0072 (1 - *043/), where c Is the true 
compressibility per ton at pressure p tons weight per square inch. 
The mean temperature of tne water was 12® C. At the same tempe¬ 
rature alcohol of density *83 showed a much greater compressibility 
(*01202 for one ton weight per square inch), which also dimi¬ 
nished with increase of pressure—'01043 being the average com¬ 
pressibility for 3 tons weight. 

Sydney 


Physical Society, June 23.—Prof. Clifton in the chair.— 
New member, Mr, Stearn.—Prof. D. E. Hughes, F.R.S., 
exhibited a number of experiments illustrating his theory that a 
magnet Is made up of magnetic molecule j each of which is a 
small magnet. When a magnetic metal is in a neutral state he 
showed that there is a symmetrical arrangement of the molecules 
sack as to make them satisfy their mutual attractions; not as on 
AmpfereVc theory a ** higgledy-piggledy ” arrangement. Prof. 
Guthrie stated that a piece of watch-spring magnetised retains 
Its magnetism when impregnated with mercury. Prof. Everett, 
Mr. W. H. Coffin, and others remarked that Ampere's theory 
tried to acoount for the magnetism of the molecules. Professors 
Perry and Ayrton observed that when soft iron is between red 
and white hot, it oeases to be attracted by a magnet.—The new 
absolute sine galvanometer of Prof. Minchtn was then exhibited 
to the meeting by Prof. G. Carey Foster. It is intended for the 
Cornell University, and measures less than the E.M.F. of a 
Douiell cell. The principle of the instrument was described at 
a former meeting of the Society. Prof. Ayrton, Lord Rayleigh, 
Mr. Coffin, and Prof. Clifton offered some remarks on the appa¬ 
ratus,-*-A note on the induction-balance effect and the densities 
of alloys of copper and antimony, by Mr, George Kamensky, 
A.K.S*M m was then explained by Prof. Chandler Roberts. 
These experiments were to determine whether the curve of the 
electrical resistance of the copper antimony alloys would be a 
straight horizontal line, U-shaped or of the L type. They were 
found to belong to the last type. It is seen from the curve 
exhibited that there is a rapid niU from copper to the *Uoy coo- 
tamtag only xo per cent antimony, and this decrement & con- 
tinuea until the alloy StCu 4 is reached, when the curve turns 
tawdly and rises to StCu*, then turns again, and passes to pure 
atfUtootyr. Prof. Roberts has shuwa that the alloy SnCu 4 
JKJOUjStee tito lowest point of the curve, namely, the position that 
tot, the coppcr-autimony series is occupied by the alloy StCu*. In 


Linnean Society of New South Wales, April 25.—The 
following papers were read:—Notes on a collection of fishes 
from the Burdekin and Mary Rivers, Queensland, by William 
Macleay, F.L.S., &c. The new species described are Serranus 
estuarius t Tkerapon fuliginosus and pari'iceps, Diagramtna 
la biosum, Ccrvina argent ta, Caranx compressus, Cybium semi * 
fasciatum, Platyaphalus Morions, Eleoiris planiccps % A therm¬ 
it hi hys maculatus, Mugil Ramsayi, Ckatotssus elongaius, Anguilla 
margiuipinnis , and Taniura Mortoni, —By J. J. Fletcher, M. A., 
B.Sc., notes on a viviparous lizard. The author’s attention had 
been drawn to the subject during last January, when he obtained 
at Burrawang several examples of female lizards in an advanced 
stage of pregnancy. The embryos were from two to three 
inches long, enveloped in a thin and transparent chorion quite 
devoid of the calcareous matter with which it is more or less im¬ 
pregnated in the oviparous species.—Notes on a method of ob¬ 
taining water from Eucalyptus roots, as practiced by the natives- 
of the country between the Lachlan and Darling Rivers, by K. 
H. Bennett.—Prof. Stephens exhibited a photograph and a 
sketch forwarded by Mr, C. Jenkins, representing a fossil from 
the Devonian formation of the Mttrrumhidgee valley, near Voss. 
Mr. Jenkins is inclined to refer it to Asterolepis (which is closely 
connected with PUrichtkj$\ but chiefly on acoount of the 
character of sculpture of the scales. On the same ground he 
doubts its relationship to CaeosUm or Cephalaspis. Prof. 
Stephens added that without the actual specimen before them 
with all its collected fragments, It would be premature to deter¬ 
mine even the genus of mis ancient fish, but pointed out that it 
appeared to hate some points of resemblance to Maeropetedichthys 
or the North American Devonians.—Mr. J. J. Fletcher exhibited 
a specimen of a giant earthworm, 25 inches tong, from Burra- 
wahgi N.S.W. It probably belongs to Prof, M'Coy’s genus 
Mtgas(olidee y gad Its existence in this colony is now recorded for 
the first time. 
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Berlin 

Physical Society, May 25. —l>r. Aron spoke on the glow- 
light coal, which, as is w ell known, U extinguished by its electrical 
conductibility and by its resistance to combustion when exposed 
to the atmosphere in an incandescent condition, and which thus 
resembles graphite, which posse ses both these properties in a 
high degree. Experiments which were made in order to deter¬ 
mine whether such good conducting and indestructible coal, as 
well as artificial graphite, could be made artificially, led to the 
re ult that organic substances, paper, cloth, wadding, when 
charred in vacuo at very high temperatures in graphite crucibles 
acquire the property of resisting combustion and afterwards 
become good conduct >rs. Wood-coal also, which, though it is 
with difficulty combustible, is a bad conductor, was converted 
into a good conductor by strong incandescence. When the 
incandescence and the subsequent cooling down were conducted 
in a stream of hydrogen, this had no effect upon the resistance 
to combustion. Soot, which was made incandescent under simi¬ 
lar conditions, al-o acquired the properties of graphite in a high 
degree, so that for many purpo. es {c.g. in galvano-plastic work) 
soot that has been made strongly incandescent can be made 
t > replace graphite. The property of leaving an impression 
which graphite posses es, and which makes it so well adapted to 
the manufacture of lead-pencil*, was not acquired by the different 
kinds of carbon in the process of incandescence ; very probibly 
this property depend upon the cry talline co n posit ion of the 
graphite. 

Vienna 

Imperial Academy of Sciences, March 8.—E. Mach, 
experiments and notes on the system of lightning-conductors of 
Mr, MeKens,—C.’von Eltingshausen, contributions to (be know¬ 
ledge of the Tertiaiy flora of Java.—L. Pfaundler, on the mantle- 
ring machine of Krnvogl, and its relation to the machine of 
racinotti-Gramme.—F, Ilochstctter, sixth report of the Prehis¬ 
toric Commission : on the mounds recently found at Watsch and 
St. Margarethen (Carniola).—F. Steindachner, on Japanese 
fishes.—G, Goldschmidt and R. Weg^cheider, on the derivatives 
of pyrene.—R. Wegscheider, on some derivatives of opianic 
acid,—E. von Braccke, on alcophyr, and on the true and tne so- 
called biuret reaction. 

April 5. —E. Mach, preliminary communication on new ex¬ 
periments made with the influence-machine.— F. Lukas, o 1 the 
knowledge of the absolute strength of vegetable tissues.—W. 
Simerka. on the power of conviction (a mathematical study).— 
T. V. Tanovsky, *on nitre and amido derivatives of azoben- 
zme.—A. Nalepa, contributions to the anatomy of Stylommato- 
phora.—A Liel>en and L. Haitinger, preliminary communica¬ 
tion on chelidonic acid.—E. Lippmann, on azyltnes.-—B. 
Schwarz, on an eclipse of the sun mentioned by Archilochoa. 
T, M. Pernter, psychrometrical studies. 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, June 25.—New methods of deter¬ 
mining the right ascensions and absolute decimations of the 
stars (continued), by M. Lcewy.—Experimental studies in rela¬ 
tion to the photometric observation of the eclipses of the satel¬ 
lites of Jupiter, by MM. A. Cornu and A. Obrecht.— A study of 
the deformation^ produced by sharp-edged tools in drilling, by 
M. Tresca,—On the employment of partial photographs in 
studying human and animal locomotion, by M. Marey, The 
object of this process is to avoid the great confusion caused by 
the superposition of numerous reflections in the case of slow 
locomotion. It is illustrated by a cut showing the attitude of 
the left leg of a man walking at a moderate pace and reflected at 
the rate or alxrnt sixty per second. The partial photographs ob¬ 
tained by this method enable the observer to analyse all kinds 
of motion, such ns walkiug, running, leaping, and even action 
confined to one place.—On the action of mixtures of air 
with vapour of chloroform, and on a new process of onees 
thesis, by Paul Bert. The experiments weTe made on dogs, 
which were treated with doses or chloroform difuted in varying 
proportions with air, From the effects observed it U hoped that 
many important problems may be solved connected with the 
action of this amedhetic. But although all risk may thus be 
avoided in its application, the disadvantages inherent in chloro¬ 
form itself cannot be overcome, and protoxide of azote still 
maintains its preeminence above all the anscs belies.—On die 
reciprocal of homogeneity; similitude of mathematical formulas, 
by A. Ledieu.—Methods of separatingqgaUium from ruthenium, 
osmium, arsenic, and selenium, by M. Lecoq de Boisbaudran.— 


On a case of long-standing hysteria, all die symptoms of which 
disappeared under the influence of aluminium, by M. Burcq.— 
On a method of computing secular perturbation* in the elements 
of the orbits of planet*, asteroids, comets, &c., by O. Callan- 
dreau.— A new generalisation of a formula of Lagrange, already 
generalised by Cau;hy, by Em. Barbier.— On the relations Of 
induction to electrodynamic action, and on a general law of 
induction, by M. Quet.—Automatic impression of telephone 
despatches, that is, of despatches transmitted by light, memoir 
by M. Martin de Brettes.—On a method of determining by con¬ 
stant registration the slight movements of the crust of the earth. 
This method of recording microseismic movements was first sug¬ 
gested by MM. Bertelli and de Rossi, and forms tbe.subject of a 
paper published in the Engineer for December 17, 1875.—On 
the sulphate of thorium, by Eu*. Dema^ay.—On a base derived 
from crotonic aldtuvde, by Alph. Combes.—Researches on mesi- 
tylene, by MM. Robinet and Colson. A new glycol is described, 
and it is shown that the dichloride and the dibromide of 
mesityleuc obt lined by the action of chlorine and bromine on 
mesitylene gas are identical with the dichlorhydric and dibrotn- 
hydric ethers of this ga*.—Observations on the fermentation of 
breadstuff’s, by M. Moussette.—On the concomitance of the 
anatomic ana organographic characters of plants, by M. j. 
Vesque.—Borings at Riliiac, in the Brassac basin, east of 
Arvant, by M. Daubree. These borings were most suc¬ 
cessful, revealing at a depth of eighty-six metres productive 
carboniferous strata underlying horizontal beds of clay and 
more or less argillaceous sandstones.—Borings at Toussieu, 
department of Is6re, by M. Grand’Eury. — After pierc¬ 
ing various alluvial, limestone, clay, and snnd^tone forma¬ 
tions, coal was reached at a depth of 364 metre*. These 
borings were begun after those of Chaponay had revealed 
carboniferous beds at the depth of 212 metres immediately 
hel >w the marine molasse. The chief object of both is to deter¬ 
mine the extension of the coal measures of the Loire ba in under 
the tertiary plain in the north of Lower Dauphiny.—Scientific 
results of Col. Prcjeval ky’s journeys, and especially of his 
third expedition towards Tibet and the sources of the Yellow 
River, by M. Venukoff. Amongst the more important results 
were the animal and vegetable collection*, comprising 408 
specimens of 90 species of mammalia, 3425 of 400 species of 
birds, 976 of 50 species of reptiles, 423 of S 3 species of fishe*, 
6000 of in ects, and 12,000 of 1500 species of plants. 
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HYDRAULIC MANUAL 

Hydraulic Manual\ By L. D’A. Jackson. 4th Edition. 

Pp. xiv. -f 307 Text + 184 Tables, (London : Crosby 

Lockwood and Co., 1883.) 

HIS well-known text-book having reached its fourth 
edition* it is unnecessary to review it as a new work. 
The changes from the third edition are very great; the 
chief is the omission of the whole of the “ Hydraulic and 
Meteorological Statistics” (about 224 pp. of tables); 
these relate chiefly to India, so that their omission is an 
advantage to the “ Manual” as a general text-book, as it 
has enabled the text to be increased from 221 to 307 pp. } 
and the general working tables from 104 to 184 pp., 
without increasing the bulk of the volume; the chief 
increase of the text is the introduction of an account of 
the great Roorkee hydraulic experiments. 

Much stress is rightly laid on the small value of the old 
hydraulic knowledge ; thus (p. 3) it is said, 14 Taken gene¬ 
rally the mass of hydraulic science . . . prior to about 
1856 may be considered superannuated. . . The most 
useful feature of this work is indeed its freedom from what 
is ” superannuated,” and its thorough adoption of recent 
experiment ; the text is in fact in great part a short 
account of the great modern experiments. In detailing 
field operations the author has indeed preferred to give 
a “brief account of the modes adopted by various 
hydraulicians ” as being u a far better guide to the engi¬ 
neer about to undertake the execution of gauging opera¬ 
tions than any arbitrary advice or set of rules could 
possibly be." These concise accounts are on the whole 
well condensed; but the recapitulation—in some cases 
verbatim—of the several experimenters’ own conclusions 
has the disadvantage that in several cases contradictory 
conclusions appear on different pages ; this is inseparable 
from the progressive state of our knowledge of the mo¬ 
tion of water when stated in this way; a little more 
discussion of the contradictory views would have been 
useful. 

Kutteris general formula for mean velocity was early 
adopted by the author ; its use as the formula to be pre¬ 
ferred to all others for the case of canals (whenever 
velocity-observation has to be dispensed with) is now 
insisted on, much evidence in favour of it having been 
brought out by the recent^ large Roorkee experiments, 
with the very fair reservation however that Kutter’s 
rugosity-coefficient (#) should at present be determined 
by actual experiment for each new channel, the data for 
its a priori determination (from the mere nature of the 
channel) not being as yet good enough. On the other band 
it is rightly said that “to determine with accuracy the 
discharge of any ordinary or large river independent of 
velocity-observation is at present impossible.” 

A few minor details are worth notice. The units of 
measure, &c. r adopted are an extremely simple and useful 
decimal system { they indude the foot, the “ foot-weight * 
of 1000 fluid ounces, i*e. the weight of a cubic foot of 
water at it$ greatest density,, and a “league” of two 
London miles of 5000 feet each j this league is particularly 
wited to measurement of hydraulic slopes, a fall of t, 2, 
Von. xxvm.~No, 71s 


&c., feet per league being at once seen to give a slope of 
1, 2, &c., in 10,000. Two new very expressive names are 
introduced for two velocities, which recur very frequently 
in discussions on flow of water, viz. “ verticalic velocity ” 
and “transversal!c velocity” for velocities past any 
vertical line or any (horizontal) transverse line in a channel 
section ; these short terms will be a great relief from the 
wearisome periphrases hitherto in use, and merit general 
adoption. 

A few suggestions towards improvement of the work 
may now be made. (1) In a purely professional work 
such expressions as “international recrimination,” and 
14 bureaucratic and heated with vanity ” (p. 37) are surely 
out of place. (2) About one page of text and three of 
tables are devoted to the variation of gravity in different 
latitudes and at different heights ; now the variation is so 
small that for the rough calculations of practical hydrau¬ 
lics this is an unnecessary refinement. (3) Among the 
“general notation” (p. 11) occurs the rather awkward 
phrase 44 g «■ velocity acquired by gravity in one second.” 
(4) In finding the (trapezoidal) “ section of maximum 
discharge ” from the expression for discharge Q = A V 
where V 100 c >/R S and R ™ A P s the argument 
used is that “ under the condition of maximum discharge, 
A will be a maximum, so also will R ; and when these 
are temporarily constant, P will be a minimum;” this 
argument might be considerably improved, somewhat as 
follows :— 44 Since Q «= 100c A >/R. </S, therefore Q is 
greatest (provided .S' be kept constant) when c, A , and R 
are all maxima together; now c is known (from experi¬ 
ment) to increase with R, and R *■ A + P ; hence Q will 
be greatest when A is a max. and P a min. at same time 
(provided of course that S is constant)” : this argument 
is more general than that in the text; the effect of the 
5 -variation is unknown. (5) About certain formulae for 
“mean verticalic velocity,” quoted from the Roorkee 
work, it is said (p. 209)—“The defect in these methods 
is evident; it consists in making the parabolic curvature 
dependent on one point or on two points, whereas three 
points are the least necessary.” This last statement is a 
mistake; three points are necessary (for finding a mean 
ordinate) only if they be taken at random, but two points 
are sufficient when suitably chosen t as in the “ two-velocity 
formulr ” quoted on pp. 87, 208 from the Roorkee work ; 
these formulae are in fact accurate for the parabolic form, 
and the proof of this (from the Roorkee work) is actually 
given at p. 87. The “ one-velocity formulae " are of course 
only approximate. It may be mentioned here that the 
writer has lately 1 discovered another (and far better) 
“two-velocity formula /* also accurate for the parabola, 
viz. U- i (v-m rt + v-’i »*), showing that the “ mean ver¬ 
ticalic velocity ” is the arithmetic mean of the velocities at 
•211 and 789 (or say ^ and /<r) of the depth: this new 
formula has several great practical advantages over any 
other yet published; among others, the two velocities can 
be measured at one operation with a single instrument (a 
compound “double-float” with two equal subfloats at the 
depths named), which is itself moreover susceptible of 
being made a more accurate instrument than any other 
of its class (double-float). 

Allan Cunningham 

1 StuProc, Injt. Civil Enginetrs, vol, lxxi, pp. 18,19, where the formula 
and instrument an both discussed. 
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ORIGINES CELTICAZ 

Origines Celtics (a Fragment)?and other Contributions 

to the History of Britain . By Edwin Guest. Two 

Vols. (London ; Macmillan and Co., 1883.) 

MAN’S foes are indeed those of his own household 
More than one literary or scientific reputation has 
been injured by the injudicious zeal of a writer’s friends 
to publish after his death the fragments and papers he 
has left behind. It is natural to imagine that the work 
and suggestions of a scholar must all be equally valuable, 
and that by omitting to print any portion of it the world 
may be a loser. But it must be remembered on the other 
side that a good deal which a scientific worker commits 
to manuscript is never intended to see the light, and that 
in any case it is unfair to him to publish fragmentary 
remains which he has never had the chance of revising 
and correcting. 

Dr. Guest’s name is deservedly one of power among 
all those who have interested themselves in the earlier 
history of our country. His papers on the Invasion of 
Britain by Julius Caesar, on the Campaign of Aulus 
Piautius, on the Four Roman Ways, and on the Saxon 
Conquests in Britain, are all models of sound scholarship 
and careful method. Dr. Freeman acknowledges him as 
a master, and declares that “ whenever they meet on the 
same ground, he ranks above Palgrave and Kemble.” 
Friends and public alike, therefore, might have expected 
to find in the fragments of his unfinished work, “Origines 
Celtic®,” a fresh monument to his historical sagacity and 
another contribution of importance to the ethnology of 
our islands. 

But friends and public alike must be grievously disap¬ 
pointed by what is actually placed before them. It would 
have been far better to spare the paper and ink that has 
been expended upon it, and, what is of more consequence, 
the fair fame of the author himself. The “ Origines 
Celtic®,” which occupy the whole of the first volume and 
the opening pages of the second volume of Dr. Guest’s 
posthumous works are a barren waste of unscientific 
theorising and uncritical collection of facts. The work 
carries us back to an age when the application of the 
scientific method to history was unknown, when ethnology 
and comparative philology were as yet undreamt of, and 
when the most amazing generalisations were built on the 
chance coincidence of proper names. In our search for 
the fathers of the Kelts we are transported to the Cau¬ 
casus, to Egypt, and even to Ur of the Chaldees, and no 
shadow of doubt is allowed to cross the mind that Kim- 
merians and Kimbrians and Kymry are all one and the 
same people. The fact that there were Iberians in 
Georgia and Iberians in Spain is considered quite suffi¬ 
cient to prove that the early population of the Spanish 
Peninsula came from the sources of the Euphrates. 

Dr. Guest's philology is as wild as his ethnology. He 
has heard of “ Grimm’s Laws ”; but as their existence is 
inconvenient to his own etymological mode of procedure 
he denounces both the “laws" and their observers, 
though without understanding what they really mean. 
When Indo-European philology is treated in this way it 
is not surprising that the Rutennu of the Egyptian in¬ 
scriptions are connected with the Assyrians of Resen, that 
initial k and h are said to interchange in Phoenician, or 
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that an Egyptian settlement in Kolkhis is declared to 
admit of “ no reasonable doubt.” 

Dr, Guest’s turn of mind, in fact, was literary rather 
than scientific. Wherever the question was a purely 
literary one, he displayed erudition, patience, and common 
sense; where, on the contrary, it was ethnological or 
philological, he showed himself as helpless as a Jewish 
rabbi. The old well-threshed statements of Greek and 
Latin writers are heaped together, and tricked out here 
and there with references to the discoveries of Egyptian 
and Assyrian research. How little he knew of the latter, 
however, may be judged from the frequent mistakes he 
makes when appealing to them, as when, for instance, he 
insists on calling Sumer Sommari K or tells us that Assur- 
bani-pal lived in the ninth century RC. 

Had the “Origines Celtic®” appeared a hundred 
years ago they would have been hailed as a profoundly 
learned and interesting book. There is no place for 
them in an age when the departments of knowledge with 
which they deal have been occupied by the method and 
spirit of inductive science. To know what Dr. Guest 
really was and of what he was really capable we must 
turn to the papers reprinted in the second volume of his 
remains, though even here we shall from time to time be 
reminded of the literary spirit which accepts what is not 
disproved rather than of the scientific spirit which doubts 
everything and holds fast only to that which is proved 

A. H. Sayce 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

Handbook of Vertebrate Dissection . Part II, “How to 
Dissect a Bird.” By H. Newell Martin, I>.Sc., M.D., 
M.A., and William A. Moale, M.D. (New York: 
Macmillan and Co., 1883.) 

Some months ago we noticed in these columns (vol. xxvii, 
p. 335 ) the first of a series of Handbooks of Vertebrate 
Dissection, by Drs. Martin and Moale—How to Dissect 
a Chelonian. The second, “ How to Dissect a Bird,” 
has now appeared, and, as the type selected is the pigeon, 
this volume will doubtless be appreciated by a Targe 
number of students. 

The general arrangement of the book is much the 
same as that of its predecessor, directions being given 
how to proceed step by step, so that the student, with its 
aid, ought to be able to gain a good knowledge of the 
anatomical characters of a bird. The skeleton, in par¬ 
ticular, is described in great detail, and there are four 
good figures and a diagram of the skull, as well as a 
figure of the hind limb. It is, however, to be regretted 
that there are no illustration* of the soft parts, for figures 
of the skeleton—at any rate of allied forms—can be got 
in almost any text-book on Comparative Anatomy, whtle 
satisfactory drawings of the viscera, &c., are not so easily 
obtainable. 

The directions are on the whole excellent, with one or 
two slight exceptions. The description of the aliases, 
for instance, is very indefinite, and gives no idea of then* 
true relations. If the authors had glanced through Prof. 
Huxley’s recent paper on the subject in tine Proceedings 
of the Zoological Society, and compared the air-sacs 0? 
the pigeon with the description tberq given, there if no 
doubt that the position of these structures and their mUt 
tions to the lungs would have beep stated more dthh.. 

We must also call attention to the following 
which are not very accurate 
Only one pancreatic duct is described instead of three* 
The inferior mesenteric artery, instead of the median 
sacral, is stated to be the termination of the aorta. 
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The descriptions of the thymus and thyroid glands 
appear to have been transposed. 

The three divisions of the cloaca are not described, and 
the rudimentary right oviduct is not mentioned, though 
the * Faffapian tubes " are said to open into the cloaca. 

It is a mistake to introduce questionable homologies 
into a book of this kind, especially when they are unsup¬ 
ported by fact. Thus the statement in §118 that the 
•‘thin sheet of muscle which is closely adapted to the 
concave ventral surface of the lungs . , . represents the 
diaphragm of mammals," is certainly misleading. In 
the first place, the position and relations of these muscles 
are entirely different from those of the mammalian dia¬ 
phragm, and, moreover, they receive their nerve-supply 
from the intercostals, the phrenic being absent The fact 
that the phrenic arises so far forwards appears to indicate 
an entirely different origin for these two structures. 

With these slight exceptions, however, the descriptions 
and directions leave little to be desired for clearness and 


accuracy. It is certain that accurate detailed directions 
are far more valuable for elementary teaching than more 
general ones; the student, once having mastered them, 
finds little difficulty in grasping the wider bearings of the 
subject. Such works as the present, therefore, which 
entail a careful examination of every point mentioned, 
not only save both student and demonstrator much 
-trouble, but insure more accuracy in work. A series of 
pamphlets such as the authors intend to publish, treating 
Of all the more important vertebrate types usually dis¬ 
sected in an ordinary course on comparative anatomy, will 
certainly prove most valuable. 


An Easy Introduction to Chemistry . Edited by the Rev. 

Arthur Rigg, M.A., and Walter T. Goolden, M.A. 

New Edition Revised, pp. 148. (London; Rivingtons, 
1883.) 

This book is based on a “First Book of Chemistry/’ by 
Dr. Worthington Hooker, and is intended, we are told in 
the preface, “ to convey information in respect to changes 
which are likely to attract the,attention of young persons 
who observe and inquire.” 

It is questionable whether (f young persons” do well in 
attempting to study chemistry; the chemical laboratory 
19 not a place in every way suited to the requirements of 
youth, but without steady work in a laboratory no real 
progress in chemistry can be looked for. Should, however, 
any youth desire information regarding material changes 
which he observes around him, ne will find a considerable 
amount of information in this little book ; but should he 
be desirous to study chemistry, he will not we are afraid 
derive much assistance from this 11 Easy Introduction.” 
Many experiments are described and numerous well- 
executed illustrations are given, but several of these ex¬ 
periments could not be performed by a beginner without 
the aid of a teacher or of much more detailed description 
than is given in the text. To read statements of the 
results of experiments is not the way by which young 
persons can acquire interest in or a knowledge of 
chemistry. 

Although excellent in many ways, yet we cannot think 
this book will prove an efficient introduction to chemistry; 
a perusal of it may, however, serve to stimulate young 
persons to seek for an introduction to the science, some 
of the materials for the construction of which are put 
before them in this work. 


Practical Electric Lighting. By A, Bromley Holmes, 
Assoc,InstX.E. Sixty-two Illustrations* (London: 
& end F. N. Span, 1883.) 

It is with pleasure that we shall watch the success of Mr, 
Holmes's tittle book on Practical Electric Lighting/’ 
ms. Holmes ha* dearly and simply put before the un- 
dectrical public as end no more of theoretical etec- 
ttiewy « it necessary for his purpose, together with a 


good general summary of the chief machines and appli¬ 
ances in present use. 

Besides this, much useful information is given in the 
last two chapters, first, on the present economic state of 
electric lighting, and second, on the best means of apply¬ 
ing the power to electric machinery. If there be one 
point in the book not so strong as the rest it is that the 
descriptions of the dynamos and lamps would have been 
better if they had entered a little more into detail. 

c c. s. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[ The Editor does not Hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts * 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications . 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible . The pressure on his space is so gnat 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novel facts.] 

Geology of the Congo 

I have received from one of the Baptist missionaries in the 
front of the Congo mission a basket of specimens of rocks and a 
letter giving some particulars of the geological structure of the 
localities. The letter maybe interesting as the first news of this kind 
from the centre of Africa, on its western side, and I therefore 
place it at your service. S. R. PATTISON 

5, J.yndhurst Road, Hampstead, N.W., July 7 

Liverpool Station , Stanley Pool , Congo River, 

S. W. Central Africa, March 15, 1883 
S. R. Patti son, Esq. 

Dear Sir, —Before leaving England in 1879 you made us a 
kind offer to render us any help in geological and mineralogical 
matters that lay in your power, and that kindness has been re¬ 
called to mind every time T have examined a piece of rock. I 
had seen such geological variety in the few parts of England that 
I had visited, that in my ignorance I was expecting to find a 
much greater variety out here and at least some fossil treasures. 
But in this as you may guess, 1 have been disappointed. 

In sending home some curios the other day, I inclosed a few 
native ingots of lead and copper, which I thought might interest 
you. They are “ mined" in a district of the Bfzunseke tribe 
called Noama, .some twenty-five miles west-north-west of the 
Ntombo Mataka Falls of the river. I have not visited the place, 
but I believe de Brazza (concerning whom there have been some 
paragraphs, in the newspapers lately) passed through this 
“mining district." 

Although I believe that no metal from that part is ever sold 
to white traders, it is an important item in native trade with the 
far interior. Some are used to make bullets, others are recast 
to make anklets, &c. If the district is rich, or there is much 
silver in the lead, the French will perhaps work there. 

The case of curios was sent away before I had intended. I 
had hoped to have added other things and a piece of sandstone 
from the cataracts here. 

Mr. Stanley indirectly hinted that Stanley Pool might be the 
crater of a volcano (extinct of course) which in old time had rent 
a rift in the hills, forming an exit to the pent*up waters of a vast 
Interior sea. I am not sure how much of this was made public 
by him. It was, however, his opinion on our return from our 
first visit to the Pool. He speaks also of lava reefs, granite, 
gneiss, trap, &c. 

Dr. Pechuel Losche, late of the German Expedition, which 
spent some time (about five or six years ago) on the eoart about 
the Kioilo and Chiloangp Rivers, was for a short time in charge 
of the Belgian expedition here daring Mr Stanley's absence. 
He assures me that there is no trace of igneous action above 
Isangila at least. There may be traces of such action at the 
Yelala Falls, which form, the first bar to navigation from the sea. 
Between there and Isangtta Falk quartz* slate, micaceous, and 
granitic (apparently) rooks are the rule. 

Above IsangUa limestone is abundant for about ten miles, 
above that slaty rocks are prevalent. Limestone crops out again 
about the country of the Basundi. This gives piece to a red 
shale at the western boundary of the Babwende, and at the 
Ntombo Mataka Falk a red sandstone appears under the shale. 
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This sandstone is soft and is broken up and rounded into huge 
boulders, which are covered with e smooth, chocolate-coloured, 
ferruginous glare, deposited by the river, and hardened by the 
sup. These boulders thus glazed might Well have been regarded 
by Mr. Stanley as trap ana lava, &c., while the large grain of 
the stone, together with the appearance of the blocks in some 
places might suggest its being granite. This sandstone with the 
exception of a little which Js quartzitic, is the only rock I have 
seen between Manyanga and Stanley Pool, and is certainly the 
rock at the great Ntamo cataracts here. 

On the hills and cliffs about the Pool there are some white 
shining patches, which I hear are sand, but I believe there is no 
calcareous rock in the neighbourhood. The pool itself is a 
strange break in the lines of sandstone hills, which, although 
now much eroded by water, are the remains, doubtless, of what 
was once a plateau, at the level of about 1500-1800 feet above 
the sea. 

On the road to San Salvador from our old Musuka station we 
find boulders of ironstone and small nodules of the same, mixed 
with ciay, on the top of quartz, micaceous, and granitic rocks. 
Limestone crops up in several places, but the principal formation 
visible is the ironstone clay. In all this country I have not met 
with a trace of a fossil of any bind. 

When at landana, about two miles ?outh of the mouth of the 
Chiloango River, some months ago, 1 saw some stones from the 
cliffs which appeared to be almost identical with a Portland 
atone (?) which I have seen used in fortifications in the south of 
England, There were many fossib, but I could neither spare 
time to examine the cliffs nor carry many specimens, being on 
an express journey by hammock up the coast. This was the 
only occasion that I have met with any fossils in Africa, and 
that in a part of the coast now well known through the work of 
the German Expedition. The quartz, micaceous, slate, shale, 
and sandstone rocks of this part of tbe continent are a poor 
field for pal scon tologic research. 

I am very curious as to the geological formation of the Congo 
Valley between this point and the Stauley Falls, but at present 
have learned nothing I should expect, however, to find the 
sandstone the only visible rock. 

I wish that I could speak with better acquaintance with the 
names of the rocks, but often 1 feel sorely puzzled. On our first 
journey to Stanley Pool we mistook some strangely shaped hills 
near to Manyanga for granite, but have since ascertained them 
to be singular relics of the sandstone. 

I need not enter into details of our work, which are so fully 
and constantly reported in the Missionary Jferald\ Regretting 
that the information I can supply is 90 meagre, 

Believe me, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

W, Holman Bentley 


Intelligence In Animals 

I. I OBSERVE that Dr. Romanes, in his very interesting work 
on u Animal Intelligence,'’ has been good enough to notice an 
account given by me in Nature, vol, xi. p. 29, of an instance of 
a scorpion committing suicide under special excitement. It may 
be well to remention the fact that in this case the rays of the son, 
focused on the back of the scorpion by means of a common 
lens, were the exciting cause of the self-inflicted fatal sting ; and 
to set the matter at rest it may be remarked that two witnesses 
who saw the experiment can corroborate my statements. On 
reconsidering the whole affair, however, it occurred to me that 
in wounding its own back the scorpion may have merely been 
tnring to get rid of an imaginary enemy. The concentrated rays 
of the sun no doubt caused pain, and the sting was probably 
directed towards the seat of this in an automatic manner, as a 
defensive act. This seems to me a more feasible explanation 
than to regard the action as due to an instinct detrimental to the 
individual and to the species. 

a. While writing on the subject of “ animal intelligence,” it 
has occurred to me that the following remarkable example is 
worthy of being put on record:—Some years ago/ while living 
in Western Mysore I occupied a house surrounded by Severn 
acres of fine pasture land. The superior grass in this preserve 
was a great temptation to the village cattle, and whenever the 
s were open, trespass was common. My servants did their 
to drive of tbe Intruders, but one day they came to me 
rather troubled, stating that a Srahminy bull which they had 
beaten bad fallen down dead. It may be remarked that these 
bulls are sacred and privileged animals, being allowed to roam at 


Urge and eat whatever they may fancy in the open shops of the 
bazaar-men. 

On hearing that the trespasser was dead, I immediately went 
to view the body, and there sure enough it was lying exactly m 
if life were extinct. Being rather vexed about the occurrence, in 
case of getting into trouble with the natives, I did not stay to 
make any minute examination, but at once returned to the house 
with the view of reporting the affair to the district authorities 
I had only been gone a short time, when a man, with joy in his 
face, came running to tell me that the bull was on his legs again 
and quietly grazing! Suffice it to say that the brute had 
acquired the trick of feigning death, which practically rendered 
its expulsion impossible, when it found itself in a desirable 
situation which it did not wish to quit, The ruse was practised 
frequently, with the object of enjoying my excellent grass, and 
although for a time amusing, it at length became tiresome, and re¬ 
solving to get rid of him the sooner, 1 one day, when he had fallen 
down, sent to the kitchen for a snpply of hot cinders, which we 
placed on his rump. At first he cud not seem to mind this much, 
out as the application waxed hot, he gradually raised his head, 
to)k a steady look at the site of the cinders, and finally getting 
on bis legs, went off at a racing pace, and cleared the fenoe like 
a deer. This was the last occasion on which wc were favoured 
with a visit from our friend. G. Bidie 

Ootacamund, June 5 


The Mealy Odorous Spot in Lepldoptera 

The mealy spot on the base of the front margin of diurnal 
Lepidoptera, which emit* an odour supposed to serve for sexual 
purposes, is present only in the male. It is therefore most 
interesting to observe that this spot is not always present in 
different individuals of the tame species. Among the numerous 
varieties of Pupilio priamus proved by rearing to belong to that 
species, the spot in question is present only in P. priamus , and 
is wanting in the male of all tbe varieties which have come under 
my observation. Callidryas tubule has the spot present only in 
specimens from Florida; it is wanting in all specimens from 
other localities of the United States, including a large number 
from Texas. In Colias clectra and edusa f Keferstein ( Wien. Zocl, 
Bot. Gesell. 1882, p. 451) states that after an examination of a 
series of males he has found the mealy spot only exceptionally 
present, and the same is supposed by him to be the case in other 
species of Colias . 

It would be interesting to know how this exceptional presence 
of so prominent a characteristic in to be explained. 

Cambridge, Mass., June 2t H. A. Hagen 


Causes of Glacier Motion 

Unfortunately not having been present when Mr. W. R. 
Browne read his paper on glacier motion at the Royal Society 
on Tune 15, 1882, it only came under my notice when published 
in Nature, vol. xxviii. p. 235. It is doubtless of little impor¬ 
tance, but there is one sentence which does not seem to read 
exactly as I wrote it, namely, *' It (a glacier) will get a series of 
cracks in its longer axis,” should be ** across for transverse to) 
its longer axis,” which I think makes the meaning more clear. 

I may perhaps mention that when ice on lakes becomes from 
four to seven feet thick the effect of a sudden decrease of tem¬ 
perature does not, for obvious reasons always c«use a complete 
solution of continuity of the Re all the way through from its 
upper to its under surface, the crack being wedge-shaped, thus— 
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so that the water sometimes does not flow Into the crack} the 
equable and higher temperature of the water counteracting at a 
certain point of the ice's thickness the penetration and conse¬ 
quent contracting influence of the colder air. 

When the ice has acquired the great thickness above men¬ 
tioned, the cracks by contraction ape never so wide as when the 
ice is from one to three feet thick, tat as ibr a* 1 can remember 
they were more numerous, and when the water did not flow int© 
them, were drifted full of anew by the first breeze ©T wind. » 

4t Addison Gardens, July 7 JOHN SU& * 
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Sand 

Not having had the plewure of perusing Mr, Waller's paper on 
sand, I gather fro a Mr, Gardner's notice of it that it Is an 
attempt to distinguish by the aid of the microscope whether sand 
has been fomtd by the action of wind or of sort Having a 
number of years ago become possessed with the Idea that the 
form of the materials which make up the soils and subsoils 
found in any country might lead to a knowledge of the sources 
from which they had been derived* I hod many soils and subsoils 
from Europe and Australasia looked at, but without being able 
to detect sufficient difference of shape or form as to lead to any 
definite result, Having been long familiar with the soils formed 
out of the boulder clay arid drift of the south-east of Scotland, I 
had hoped to have seen a very marked difference in the form of 
the particles of sand existing i t them from those of the interior 
of Victoria, New South Wales, and Queensland, large portions 
of the surface coverings of which countries are believed to have 
been deposited when covered with the sea. This difference exists 
certainly*—that the soils of the boulder clays and drifts contain a 
far greater portion of fine and rough gravel, and rounder in 
shape than do those from Australia. Vet, so far as 1 could 
observe, the form of the sand was similar. It seems to me that 
both Messrs. Waller and Gardner are on the wrong track when 
searching solely for the typical forms of sand in the seashore or 
from torrents. The amount of sand found on the seashores of 
the world is large, no doubt, so is that from the rivers. What is 
that to the quantities contained in the surface coverings of the 
land ? It is from this source the rivers obtain the supply they 
carry to sea or the shores And make up the waste by friction. 
It has long seemed to me probable the sands, fine gravels, and 
silt formed by the passing of ice over the surface of the rocks 
would have a distinct form from the surface covering produced 
by other forces. The gravel or shingle of the rivers has a flatter 
shape than that of the seahe&ch when derived from the same 
rock. If such difference can be discovered in the silts, sands, 
and gravels derived from glacial action, it may be possible to 
assign Limits to the extent to which ice has effected the present 
covering of the surface from the broken up strata over which it 
has passed. Silt, sand, and shingle must all, however, be taken 
into account, and that from the deposits themselves, not from 
what has bee i subjected to littoral, nuviatile, or wind action. 

Bonnington James Melvin 


iag, he made several sharp zigxag flights, drawing nearer the 
light of the glowworm, and then, making & dash like that of a 
hawk at an object it has been watching, pitched directly on the 
glowworm, covering it in the fraction of a second. I had been 
noting the curious habit of this, which thus appeared to be the 
female insect, of standing with its abdomen erected in the air 
and quite motionless, except for a sort of 'pulsation, but ou the 
contact of the male, the h>dy fell to a normal position, and it 
was evident that coitus was taking place. 1 watched them ten 
minutes until I was completely satisfied that this was the ca e, 
when I swept them both into a card box which I send With this 
for examination by a competent entomologist of the insects, 
which have not the slightest likeness to each other, the female 
resembling in general form the glowworm of England, but 
having an intenser light, and the bght-emitting organs, beside 
the abdominal, which is the most luminous as well as the largest, 
being two glands (apparently) situated where the joints of wings 
might be expected if the insect were winged. The light is of 
an exquisite green, and so brilliant as to pale little at the 
proximity of a wax taper burning at six inches distance, 

This morning, on opening the box, I found the female ap¬ 
parently dead and collapsed ; but the male, on the light return¬ 
ing to them, attempted to renew his embraces. 

I remember a discussion at Cambridge (U.S.A.) some years 
ago, in which Agassiz conjectured that the light of the glow¬ 
worm served as an amorous guide, but I bad only a few weeks 
before noticed quite a different use for it. In one of the primi¬ 
tive forests of New York State, where twilight is normal from 
the density of the shade, I w as attracted by the loud buzzing of 
a fly under a recumbent tree trunk. On looking for the cause 
of it I found a large, luminiferous insect resembling in general 
construction the common glowworm, but with powerful man¬ 
dibles, which had built itself a little pit resembling that of an 
ant-lion, at the bottom of which it was lying, “its light distinctly 
visible. The fly was in the clutch of the mandibles, helpless 
though as large as a bluebottle, nor could I easily extricate him. 
There could be no more mistaking in his case that the light was a 
decoy than in this of the Pistoiese insect being a sexual invitation. 

W. J. Stillman 

Cutigliano, Pistoiese Apennines, June 25 

(The name of the glowworm is Lamprorkiza spkndidula, a 
common South European species.—E d.j 


Garfish—Wild Fowl 

WITH reference to Mr. Archer's note in Nature last week 
fp. «6), may I remark that the beak of the garfish of southern waters 
\HtnurampAus, A.) is of rather too fragile a nature to be capable 
of making a slit of four inches in length in a hard felt hat ? 
May not the fish in question have been more likely a young and 
unall Xiphias— or, as is equally probable, a juvenile Pristis or 
sawfish—emulating with the thoughtless exuberance of youth 
the habits of Exocttus ? 

Any Austral an can confirm the correctness of Dr. Rae's ob¬ 
servations in the sime page of Nature re wild ducks and 
railway*. Looking down upon the reedy waterholes on the south 
hank of tfre Yarra, from Princes Bridge in Melbourne, abundance 
of native waterfowl can any day be seen swimming about in can- 
sclous security and much less on the alert than they are in any 
swamp in the loneliest part of the bush. The constant roar of 
a great passing traffic, as well as the unceasing turmoil and un¬ 
earthly noises of a large railway station witmn stone's throw 
of their haunts, is now quite unnoticed by these usually most 
watchful and wary of all birds. 

But for the fear of trespassing on your space, I Could give 
many more illustrations of the truth of Dr. Rae's remarks and of 
the quick and unerring instinct which so Boon teaches both 
farm and feathered animals to dread less the roaring and 
shrieking ogre that is so swiftly tearing his way into their moi-t 
secluded haunts in the uttermost; parts of the earth than the 
silent, solitary biped who with gun in hand creeps stealthily 
upon them. Robert S. Goodssr 

Edinburgh, July 9 


Glowworms 

WrittE watching, last evening, some glowworms in a mossy 
stonewall, my attention was attracted to a firefly flying to ana 
•jo in the field beyond and approaching the wall where 1 stood* 
within two or three feet of the glowworm 1 was watch* 


Mimicry 

I heard what I fancy was rather a curious instance of 
mimicry last Wednesday evening (June 28) about 10 o'clock. I 
was walking with a friend across a field adjoining a meadow, in 
which was a landrail {Mallus Crex ); ve both noticed that the 
animal's cry,-or crake as it is called nere, was pitched in a higher 
and somewhat softer key than i*; usually the case, and my friend 
remarked that perhaps it was a young bird, but we were con¬ 
siderably surprised to hear him imitate the cry of the lapwing 
(Tringa v ant Hus). At first this cry was uttered only once 
alternately with icveral crakes, but we listened for about ten 
minutes, at which time, I suppose, he fancied that his note was 
perfected (which, however, it was not, being much less sharp than 
the pee wit of the lapwing), and so he es ayod it several times in 
succession, But he ultimately relapsed into his craking again. 

Filstou Hall, Shoreham, Kent, July 4 A. Hale 

Indian Numeration 

IN your review (p. 19s) of "Fieldand Garden Crops of the North- 
Western Provinces r.mf Oudh " you speak of the peculiar system 
of numeration u ed by the author, as in the instance 6,79,00,496, 
expressing sixty-seven millions, &c. Perhaps I may be allowed 
to point out that this marking is quite in accordance with the 
native Indian method of numeration, in which there is no word 
equivalent to " million." In India the series runs thus:—Thou¬ 
sands, tens of thousands, Takh** tens of hkhs, krors (or crore ■). 
A lakh is a hundred thousand, a kror is ten millions. 

It may be doubted whether it is advisable to adopt this system 
in an English book, for Oven native readers of it would easily 
enough follow our own 1 still it is not uncommon to see lakhs 
and krors made use of in English official papers. 

Of three questions asked by the reviewer, the above remarks 
give an answer io one $ as to the others I may say that a “ reer" 
is two pound* avoirdupois, and a “ mound 11 u forty seers. 

Eton College, July 4 Frederic Drew 
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FUNERAL OF MR . SPOTTISWOODE 

HE funeral of the late President of the Royal Society 
on Thursday last was impressive and solemn, and 
was a fitting end to the life that had passed away. 

We take from the Times the following account of the 
general arrangements of the funeral;— 

A large number of those who were present assembled 
in the Jerusalem Chamber, which the Dean had kindly 
placed at the disposal of the family. Those who by 
courtesy were styled pall-bearers met here —Dr. Evans, 
Vice-President and Treasurer of the Royal Society, the 
Marquis of Salisbury (Chancellor of the University of 
Oxford), Earl Granville (Chancellor of the University of 
London), Mr. Childers, Sir W. Siemens, the Duke of 
Northumberland, Sir Frederick Leighton, P.R.A., the 
Master of the Stationers’ Company, Lord Aberdare, Sir 
John Lubbock, Mr. E. J. Stone, Sir Bartle Frere, Prof. 
Flower, Sir W. Armstrong, and, representing depart¬ 
ments in the firms with which the name of Spottiswoode 
is connected, Mr. Shinn, Mr. Millwood, Mr. Carey, 
Mr. White, Mr. Howe, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Hamilton, 
and Mr, Straker. Others, who went first to the 
Jerusalem Chamber, were the Archbishop of York, the 
Bishop of Lincoln, Mr. Mundella, M.P., Mr. Shaw- 
Lefevre, M.P., the Dean of Christ Church, the Master 
of Balliol (Prof. Jowett), the Archdeacon of Maidstone, 
Sir Frederick Bramwell, Sir Richard Cross, M.P., Mr. 
Warren De La Rue, Sir Frederick Evans, Sir Joseph 
Fayrer, Sir James Caird, Lord Claud Hamilton, the 
Hon. George Brodrick (Warden of Merton), Mr. W. H. 
Smith, M.P., Mr. W. E. Forster, M.P., Sir Charles 
Dilke, General Sir H. Rawlinson, Sir James Paget, Mr. 
Irving, Prof. Huxley, Sir Joseph Hooker, Mr. Lecky, Sir 
Richard Temple, and Mr. J. Norman Lockyer, Some 
again, among whom were Lord O’Hagan, Sir Walter 
Stirling, Sir Henry Barkly, Sir James Cockle, the Dean 
of Wells, Mr. Philip Magnus, Director of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute, Mr. Trueman Wood, Secre¬ 
tary, and Mr. Wheatley, Assistant Secretary of the Society 
of Arts, Mr. Symons, F.R.S., of the Meteorological 
Society, and Sir John Kennaway, M.P., at once took 
their places in the choir or south transept, the scats in 
the north transept being reserved for employes of Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode and Messrs. Spottiswoode and 
Co. 

Besides those who have already been named, the list 
of mourners invited to attend in the Jerusalem Chamber 
included the following gentlemen, of whom nearly all 
were present 

Mr. Andrew Cockerell (representing his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales), the Lord Mayor, Mr. Gladstone, the Ameri¬ 
can Minister, Count D’Aunuy, Count Munster, the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, the Earl of Northbrook, the Duke of Argyll, the Duke 
of Buccleuch, the Earl of Derby, the Earl of Ducie, the Earl of 
Duffcrin, Earl Sydney, Sir Stafford Northcote, M.P., Lord 
Sherbrooke, Earl Spencer, Sir Frederick Abel, C.B., Capt. 
Abney, R.E., Prof. Acland, M.D., Prof, J. Adams, LL.D., 
Prof. W. Adams, M.A., Sir George Airy, K.C. B„ Prof. All- 
man, M.D., Prof, C. Babington, M.A., Mr. John Ball, M.A., 
Mr, P, W. Barlow, F.G.S., the Earl of Rosse, Lord Chelms¬ 
ford, Lord Eustace Cecil, Lord Lawrence, Lord Reay, the 
Marquis of Hanington, M.P., Lord Rayleigh, Lord Colin 
Campbell, Lord Carlingford, the Earl of Kimberley, Earl Am¬ 
herst, Lord Houghton, the Bishop of London, the Dean of St 
Paul's, the Bishop of Truro, the Dean of Salisbury, Mr, W, J. 
Farrar, Mr. W. H, Barlow, Mr. J. F, Bateman, F.G.S., Prof. 
Beale, M.D., Mr. I. L. Bell, F.C.S., Sir J. R. Bennett, M.D., 
Mr. George Bentham, F.L.S., Mr, Beregford-Hope, M.P., 
Sir Henry Bessemer, Mr. H. W. Blake, M.A„ General Boileau, 
P.R.A.S., the Rev. T. G. Bonne* M.A., Mr. W. Bowman, 
LL.U, Mr. T. L, Brunton, M.D., Mr. G, B. lluckton, F.G.3., 
SirC. J, Bunbury, Lord Cardwell, F.G.S., Dr, W. B. Carpenter, 
C.B., Mr. W, Carrutherx, V.P.L.S., Prof. Cayley, V.P. K.A.S., 
Mr. Chamberlain, General Clark, R.A., Prof. R, B* Clifton, 
M.A., the Earl of Crawford and Balcarrcs, Prof, W, Crookes, 


F.C.S., Mr. T, B. Curling, F.RX.S., Ptofc G. H. Darwin, 
M.A.j Prof. W. B. Dawkins, M.A., Prof. H. Deban, Ph.D., 
Prof. J, Dewar, M.A., Prof. Duncan, M.B., Mr. Edwin Dukln, 
F.R.A.S., Mr. W. T. Dyer, M.A., Sir W. Elliott, 

Mr. A. J. Ellis, B.A., Mr. Arthur Farre, M.D., Mr. Fawoetfe 
M.P., Mr. James Fergu&son, D.C.L., Prof, G. C. Foster, 

Dr. M. Foster, Prof. E. Frankland, D.C.L., Capt* Douglas 
Gal ton, C.B., Mr. Francis Galton, M.A., Dr. J, H. Gladstone^ 
Mr. J. Glaisher, F.R.A.S., Mr. R. Godwin Austen, F.G.S., 
the Right Hon. J. G. Goschen, M.P., Lieut.-Col. J. Grant. 
C.B., the Right Hon. Sir W, H. Gregory, K.C.M.G., Sir W. 
Grove, Sir W. Gull, Mr. Albert Gunther, M.A., Prof. 
Guthrie, F.G.S., Mr. W. A. Guy, M.B., Sir W. V. Harcpur*, 
M.P., Mr. A. G. Harcourt, V.P.C.S., Sir John Hawkshaw, 
Mr, Thomas Hawksley, M.I.C.E., Mr. R. B. Haywood, M.A., 
Mr. P. G. Hewett, F.R.C.S., Mr. James HeywocMl, F.G.S^ 
Dr, T. A. Hirst, Prof. A. W. Hoffman, Ph,D„ Mr. J. Hqp- 
kinson, M.A., Dr. W. Huggins, Mr, J. W. Hulke, F.R.C.5., 
Prof. Humphrey, M.D., Dr. J. H. Jackson, Dr. J, G, Jeffreys, 
Sir W. Jenner, K.C.B., Dr. J. C. Joule, Sir John and Lady 
Kennaway, Admiral Sir Astley Cooper Key, K.C.B., Prof. Ray 
Lankester, M.A., General Sir J. H. Lefroy, C.B., Mr. JOsegMk 
lister, F.U.C.S., Admiral Sir F. L. M’Clintock, Sir H. Sum¬ 
ner Maine, LL.D., Prof. Marshall, V.P.R.CS., Prof. K 
S. Maskelync, M.A., Mr. C. W. Merrifield, Mr. Alfred 
Newton, M.A., Prof. Odling, Mr. Daniel Oliver, F.L.S.« 
Prof. Owen, C.B., Dr. John Percy, Mr. W. H, Perkin, C.S., 
Major-Gen. Pitt-RiverB, Sir Lyon Playfair, M.P., Dr. W. Pole, 
Mr. W. H. Preece, C.E., Prof. f. Pre^twich, M.A., the Rev. 
Bartholomew Price, the Rev. Charles Pritchard, M.A., Dr, 
Quain, Sir A. C, Ramsay, LL.D., Prof. Osborne Reynolds, 
Admiral Sir G. H. Richards, C.B., Mr. G. T. Romanes, M.A., 
Prof H. Roscoe, B.A., Mr. Osbert Salvin, M.A., Prof. Sander¬ 
son, Mr. P. L. Sclater, M.A., Mr, R. H. Scott, M.A., Mr. John 
Simon, C.B., Mr. W. W. Stnyih, M.A., General W. J, Smythe, 
Mr. II. C. Sorby, LL.D. f Mr. H. T. Stainton, F.L.S., Prafc 
Balfour Stewart, M.A., Prof. G. G. Stokes, M,A., General R. 
Strachey, K.E., Prof. J, J. Sylvester, M.A., Dr. Allen Thomson, 
Sir W. Thomson, LL.D., Mr. J. Todhunter, M.A., Prof. Tyn¬ 
dall, Dr. A. W. Williamson, Mr. W. II. Pollock, Mr. E. 
Bunbury, the Rev. B. Compton, Mr. Horace Davey, Q.C., 
M.P., the Head Master of Rugby, the Provost of Eton, the 
Head Master of Eton, the Hon. Ralph Dutton, the Hon. Robert 
Butler, Mr. Osborne Morgan, M.P., the Bishop of Exeter, Sir 
Louis Pelly, Sir Henry Thompson, Sir James Lacaita, Mr. I. 
Boehm, Mr. A. Milman, Mr. W. Hasseltine, Mr, F. Pollock, 
Mr. Pascoe Grenfell, Mr. T. Woolncr, Mr. Lawrence T. Cave, 
Mr. T. H. Gordon, die Rev. W. H. Milunan, Mr. T. Chenery, 
Mr. W. F, Burton, Mr. Douglas Freshfield, General Hutt, Dr. 
W. Grey, Dr. Priestly, Prof. Bryce, M.P., Mr W. C. Cart¬ 
wright, Sir Julian Gokismid, Sir Louis Malet, Sir Rutherford 
Alcock, Sir Arthur Hobhouse, Sir Charles Mills, M.P., General 
Sir M. M’Murdo, General Sir Patrick Grant, Sir Charles Tre¬ 
velyan, Sir James Stephen, Sir Charles Bowen, Lord G. 
Hamilton, M.P., the Recorder of London, Alderman Sir S, H* 
Waterloo, M, P., the Wardens of the Stationer** Company, CoL 
Donnelly, Prof. Ruskin, Cardinal Manning, a deputation from 
the Chemical Society, Mr. J. G. Dodson, M.P., Dr, Cumber- 
batch, Dr. Gibbons, Mr. Robert Browning, Mr. E. Chianary, 
Mr. J. A. Froude, Sir R. Lingen, Mr. Herbert Spencer, the Dean 
of Llandaff, Sir Harry Verney, M.P., Lord Wolseley, Mr. 
Cyril Graham, Mr. Charles Eastlake, Mr. George Frew, 
F.R.S., Mr. Talfourd Ely, Sir Thomas Pears, Prof. Leone 
Levi, Prof. Max MUller, Mr. Frederick Veruey, Mr. 3rL C. 
Hughes, and Major Gordon. 

The body was borne from the house in Grosvenor Place 
to the Abbey on an open funeral car drawn by friar 
horses. In the carriages immediately following the funeral 
car were Mrs. Spottiswoode, Mr. Hugh Spottiswoode, 
Mr. G, A. Spottiswoode, Mr, Cyril Spottiswoode, Mr. 
Rate, Mrs. George Spottiswoode, Miss Spottiswoode, 
Miss Augusta Spottiswoode, Mr. Arthur Brandreth, Mrs. 
Brandreth (sister of Mr. Spottiswoode), Mr. and Mrs. Gk 
Noble Taylor. Mr, T. P. Beckwith, Miss Ellen Arbtttb- 
not, Miss Mabel Spottiswoode, Mr. Adrian Spottiswoode 
Mr. Norton Longman, Miss Longman, Mi&sEBsabetb 
Spottiswoode, Mr. Eyre, Mr. and Mrs, JL M, Bra* Mr. 
Frederick Arbuthnot, Miss Margaret and Master Jeeti 
Arbathnot, Mrs. Beckwith, Mr. Sydney Betskwith* Mrs. 
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Jervoiae, and Mr* Rate, jun. The servants came next in 
two carriages, and after the empty family carriage, the 
cairiage of bis Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and 
then those of friends of the family. 

At the entrance to the cloisters a company of the 2nd 
London Rifle Volunteer Regiment, formed of employes of 
the Spottiswoode establishments, stood with arms re¬ 
versed as the procession passed through to the Abbey. 
At the West Cloister door, choristers, scholars, and 
clergy, the Rev. Flood Jones, precentor, the Rev. John 
Troutbeck, Minor Canon, Canon Rowsell, Canon Barry, 
Archdeacon Farrar, and the Dean, met the body. Im¬ 
mediately behind the chief mourners, and in front of those 
from the Jerusalem Chamber came, by special invitation 
of the family, Earl Stanhope, the Earl of Dalhousie, Sir 
F. W. Pollock, and Mr. J. F. Moulton ; then Mr. Andrew 
Cockerell, representing the Prince of Wales, and among 
those from the Jerusalem Chamber, Mr. George Busk, 
Vice-President of the Royal Institution. The coffin, still 
covered with its lovely floral tributes, was placed under 
the lantern, while the 90th Psalm was sung to Purcell's 
Burial Chant, and the lesson was read by Canon Duck¬ 
worth. As the notes of the anthem died away the 
body was borne to its last resting-place, near the 
grave of Archbishop Spottiswood, So great was 
die congregation of mourners, that not half the 
number could find standing room in the narrow aisle 
in which the grave is made. The Dean said the u Com¬ 
mittal ” and the prayers, and after the singing of Bishop 
Wordsworth’s well-known hymn, u Hark, the sound of 
holy voices, chanting at the crystal sea,” the Dean pro¬ 
nounced the blessing, and the mourners, casting into the 
grave the wreaths and bunches of flowers which many of 
them had carried, slowly dispersed. Dr. Bridge played 
the u Dead March ” in ** Saul ” at the conclusion of the 
funeral service. The inscription on the plate of the 
coffin, which for sole decoration bore a Latin cross of 
brass, was— 

William Spottiswoodk, 

Born January ll, 1825, 

Died June 27, 1883, 

A sermon in memoriant was preached in the Abbey by 
the Dean on Sunday afternoon. 

THE ECLIPSE PARTY 

T ETTERS have been received from the English and 
~ American members of the above, giving some de¬ 
tails which we think may prove of interest to our readers. 

Leaving England on February 17 in the s.s. Medway 
the English observers made a calm passage to Colon. H ere 
they met the American party, consisting of Prof. Holden, 
Dr. Hastings, Mr, Rockwell, Mr. Preston, Lieut Brown, and 
Mr, Upton, to which it will be remembered they were to 
be attached. The united party then proceeded to 
Panama, and took ship in the Bolivia for Callao, where 
they arrived on March 20. Early the following morning 
the instruments and baggage were removed to the U.S.S. 
Hartfordy in which the voyage from thence was to be 
made, and the party left Callao about five o’clock on the 
evening of March 22, sighting Caroline Island, the spot 
selected for the observations, on April 20. Although 
named Caroline Island it is not a single island, but a low- 
lying chain of coral islets which enclose a central lagoon. 
The ring of islets is about seven and a half miles in 
length, and one and a half in breadth The island like most 
of its kind is of value on account of its stores of guano, 
and its cocoanut produce, being leased to Messrs. Houlder 
Brothers of 14b, Leadenhali Street, whose agent at in¬ 
tervals visits this, and other Pacific coral islands leased 
to the fina On the arrival of the Hartford a boat under 
the charge of Lieut Qoaltrough put off to make 4 tour of 
taspecfcioiv retarding with the intelligence that there 
two large empty frame houses, several smaller ones, 


and seven inhabitants—four men, one woman, and two 
children—who had come thither from Tahiti two months 
previously, A site having been selected by Prof. Holden 
for the erection of the observatory, the work of disem¬ 
barkation commenced. This was a matter of great diffi¬ 
culty, the nature of the coast preventing even the small 
ship's boats approaching within several hundred yards of 
the shore. The boats had first to run in through a narrow 
opening in the reef, the boxes had then to be carried 
through fifty yards or so of water, varying in depth from 
two to three feet, next over about fifty yards of sharp 
irregular coral rock that cut the men's shoes to pieces, 
and finally to be carried up a soft sandy beach for upwards 
of a quarter of a mile. However, the landing was effected 
without accident, and the observers took possession of 
their various quarters. 

The English observers report that the house in which 
they were located was a very comfortable one, containing 
a kitchen, dining-room, bed-room, bath-room, and store¬ 
room, and a large laboratory. Mr, Rockwell, one of the 
American observers, was fortunate enough to obtain the 
luxury of a bed. Mr, Upton, another of the party, had 
to be content with a table, whilst the rest swung their 
hammocks and cots in the verandah, an arrangement 
which, while possessing perhaps advantages of its own 
when the weather was fine, was not altogether the best 
when the nights were wet. Still the observers were not 
uncomfortable; and if they did not ‘‘fare sumptuously 
every day,” yet, with abundance of fish and cocoanuts, 
they did not live altogether badly. 

The weather, with the exception of one severe rain¬ 
storm, was pleasant during the sojourn of the observers, 
although nearly every day slight showers were brought to 
the island by flying clouds. 

On the evening of the 22nd, just as the Hartford was 
casting off for Tahiti, L'Eclaircur came in with the French 
expedition, consisting of MM. Janssen, Trouvelot, Palisa, 
and Tacchini on board. 

The preparations for the eclipse proceeded briskly, and 
by April 28 the siderostat, equatorial, and photohelio- 
graph were erected and adjusted in position. The spec¬ 
troscopes were next taken in hand, and the rating of the 
clocks proceeded with. This took some time ; but mat 
ters had so far advanced by May 1 that from that date, 
with the exception of May 4, when the weather was wet, 
two rehearsals of the observations were made daily, one 
at 7, the other at 11.30 a.m. Messrs. Preston and Brown 
of the U.S. 'Coast and Geodetic Survey during this period 
made pendulum observations. 

By the evening of May 3 the photographers were 
nearly ready to take trial plates, and these they hoped 
to obtain the following day. The hitherto fine weather, 
however changed, and before noon the next day five 
inches of rain had fallen, and the photographic dark 
room which had been erected was destroyed, all the dye 
being washed out of the ruby curtains and window. This 
damage being repaired, an attempt was made to obtain 
trial plates the next day, but the length of time occupied 
in rehearsing the observations, and the still unsettled 
state of the weather, prevented this being done. The 
early morning of the eclipse found the weather in the 
same unsettled state; about nine o'clock, however, the 
clouds began to disperse themselves, and by ten o'clock 
the sky was moderately clear. After the first contact the 
lenses were dusted, the slits of the spectroscopes cleaned, 
and the adjustments finally inspected. 

With regard to the work of observation itself, this was 
done in accordance with the programme laid down before 
the observers left England, although the time-tible of 
exposures was slightly departed from to meet the circum¬ 
stances of the case, as, for instance, a greater length of 
totality than was expected, the duration being five 
minutes twenty-five seconds. During the eclipse the 
direction and velocity of the wind remained constant, 





whilst the meteorological observations of Mr. Upton 
showed a slight rise in barometric pressure, a rise in 
humidity, and a fall of temperature, the latter reaching* 
even the nightly values, whilst radiation thermometers 
showed that the heat received by the earth was almost 
niL 

The observations with the photoheliographs which the 
English observers took out being taken in hand by Lieut. 
Qualtrougb of the American navy. 

Perhaps some details as to the work itself may be of 
interest. 

First with regard to the work of Mr. Woods. A red- 
end collodion plate was washed and placed by him in 
one of the prismatic camera slides five minutes before 
totality. Four minutes later he started the clockwork of 
the integrating spectroscopic slide. Forty seconds before 
totality exposures were made in the Rowland grating 
cameras, and at totality the prismatic camera and slit 
spectroscope were each opened. 

In the spectroscopes which were under the care of Mr. 
Lawrence the exposures commenced ten minutes before 
totality, his work continuing until ten minutes after 
totality. 

The photoheliographs as wc have said were looked 
after by Ljeut. t^ual trough, the plates which he exposed 
in these instruments being given to Mr. Woods after the 
eclipse. During the intervals in the exposures of the 
plates the observers found time to note the corona. In 
its general character it seems to have much resembled 
that seen last year in Eg>pt, but its light was of a more 
natural tone, the landscape lacking the weird colouring 
so marked a feature in the Egyptian eclipse 

Mr. Lawrence examining the corona with the finder 
was able to detect much delicate detail, especially in 
those portions of it near the preceding limb of the moon. 
He also examined it with a small pocket spectroscope 
with lens. Taking out the prisms during mid totality he 
could sec the green ring, and very faintly towards the end 
C and D 3 . After totality he still saw the 1474 ring, as 
well as the red and yellow ones ; these latter, however, 
being as before very faint. Replacing the prisms he 
could see then only the 1474 line, that examined by Prof, 
Hastings. The F line, for which he had specially 
searched, was not seen by him at all. Mr. Lawrence 
agrees in thinking that the coronal light was of a 
more natural tint than it was in the eclipse last year. 
•Mr. Dixon of the American party made a careful sketch 
of the corona, showing five well defined streamers. Soon 
after totality the photobeliograph clock was stopped, and 
an endeavour made to obtain the run of the sun's crescent 
on the two cameras for the purpose of orientation, but, 
owing to the prevalence of c!ouds ? the attempt was only 
successful with one, the smaller instrument, with which 
two exposures were obtained on one plate. 

So much for the observations themselves. As to the 
results we learn that the photographs taken with the small 
photobeliograph are very good, that which had two minutes 
exposure showing as much as those which M. Janssen 
exposed during the whole of totality. The Urge photo¬ 
heliograph has not given such good results, all tne plates 
taken showing signs of slight shifts. Still it is believed 
that, by combining the photographs on each of the 
nine plates, the whole structure of the corona from the 
limb to its outmost limits will be obtained. 

With the first order grating H and K were obtained as 
bright lines just before, and immediately after, totality, but 
with the second order grating no result seems to have 
been obtained ; at least the observers could see nothing 
when they examined the plate on the island. The photo¬ 
graphs taken with the dense prism spectroscope, like 
those obtained with the first order grating, show bright 
lines at the commencement and end of totality, particu¬ 
larly at the end, the photograph taken then showing 
H, K, A,/ and F very distinctly. 


The integrating spectroscope also did useful teodc Al¬ 
though no result was obtained during totality with this 
instrument, the flash of bright lines before and ^ain 
after totality were successfully photographed by , It 
The more prominent lines In these photographs* are 
those which belong to hydrogen and the lines H, K, and 
* 474 * 

The slit spectroscope was also successful, giving a good 
photograph from the ultra violet to the green. This spee* 
trum, whilst being in the main a continuous one, is not 
the same on the two sides of the disk, nor are the lines 
so numerous as those obtained last year in Egypt H 
and K are very strong in the present photograph, but in 
this respect also the spectrum differs from that obtained 
in Egypt, these lines then extending across the interval, 
which is not so in the present photograph. The hydro¬ 
gen line near G, however, extends over nearly a solar 
diameter; and h t F, 1474, h y and other lines have also 
been obtained. 

With regard to the gelatine red-end plates of the pris¬ 
matic camera, although they gave good photographs, yet 
the almost entire absence of prominences will diminish 
their value. In the eclipse of last year, when many pro¬ 
minences were visible, these plates were used with g£ood 
results. The Rowland grating, too, seems-to have given 
no useful result, but this is probably due, like the small 
measure of success with the prismatic camera, to the 
comparative absence of prominences. 

In developing the red-end plate immediately after 
total ty Mr. Woods was unfortunate enough, owing to his 
having to manipulate it almost entirely in the dark, to 
get it tom, ana nothing now remains but the gelatine 
edging. 

The work now being complete, the things began to be 
repacked for the homeward journey. The Hartford re¬ 
turned to Caroline on the 8th, the work of reembarkation 
commenced, and on the 9th the expedition left. 

The observers were almoft sorry to leave the Island, as 
their sojourn there had been a most pleasant one. Like 
most of its kind it is well wooded, the graceful outlines 
of the cocoanut palms being characteristic features in the 
pretty scenery which the island affords. 

By day the smaller hermit crab swarmed the sandy 
beach, feeding on what decayed animal matter it could 
find, whilst at night the large red hermit crabs covered 
the same beach in their hundreds, they preferring dead 
vegetable matter. The lagoon too, arouna which the little 
islets arrange themselves, was a never-failing source of 
interest and amusement, and in boating there, and in the 
deeper water off the reef, or in hunting the shore in search 
of the brilliant-coloured shells and coral with which the 
island abounds, the observers found much amusement. 

In deep water bivalve shells more than two feet 
across were observed, whilst the reefs at low water 
were covered with smaller representatives of the same 
or a similar species, which threw jets of water into 
the air. Several octopi were caught by the various 
members of the expedition, and many beautiful sea- 
urchins picked up by them in their daily walks. Thus 
did they spend their spare hours, and it was therefore 
with some regret that they saw the outlines of the island 
disappear on their horiron. The Hartford was bound for 
Honolulu in the Sandwich Islands. The voyage was 
however broken at Hilo, Hawaii, in order that the raem* 
bers of the expedition might visit the celebrated volcano 
of Kilauea. Honolulu was reached on May 50, Here 
Messrs. Preston and Brown, who were to continue their 
pendulum observations remained, the rest of the expedi¬ 
tion proceeding in the Zcalandiu for San Francisco. The 
English observers left at Honolulu copies of the photo¬ 
graphs they obtained, to be forwarded to England by : the 
next mail. They left San Francisco on June 15, and trfay 
therefore be expected to arrive hi England about the end 
of the present month. ■ 
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the archaeology of southern 

CALIFORNIA 1 

A VALUABLE contribution to American anthropology 
has recently appeared, published under the auspices 
of the U.S. Government, forming the seventh volume of 
the u Reports of the U.S, Geographical Surveys West of 
the One Hundredth Meridian." It deals mainly with the 
remains of the Indians of Southern California, their 
implements, weapons, vessels, and ornaments. 

The observers and collectors were those engaged upon 
the work of the survey, some of them detailed for work 
of a different character, but fortunately able to render 
valuable assistance in explorations for archaeological 
finds. 

The letterpress embodies the work of F, W. Putnam, 
the distinguished curator of the Peabody Museum, whose 
editorial revision and direction has moulded the whole, 
that of A. A. Abbott, the veteran explorer of the antiqui¬ 
ties of New Jersey, H. C. Yarrow, S. S. Haldeman, A. S. 
Gatschet, H. W. Henshaw, and Lucien Carr, whose report 
upon the measurements of the crania from California is 
most suggestive and important. Besides their own contribu¬ 
tions to the principal subject, these gentlemen have freely 
used the short descriptions of the personal visits of the 
officers of the army and others to the Pueblo villages of 
New Mexico and Arizona. 

The present inhabitants of Central and Southern Cali¬ 
fornia are regarded as a degenerate race deteriorated 
from an ancestral people of superior parts, and they afford 
to-day a marked contrast with the more advanced and 
intelligent races of Northern California. This inferiority 
has been recognised by all observers, and was compre¬ 
hended by the Jesuit missionaries, whose unfortunate 
system, however much its zealous propagation recom¬ 
mended their vigour and sincerity, only helped the natu¬ 
ral tendency and hastened the course of a degradation 
already under way. 

As early as 1534 the Spanish explorers invaded this 
region, and met in many instances a warlike and deter¬ 
mined resistance. The priest and missal followed the 
sword and helmet, and completed the destruction of the 
people by processes more insidious than those of the 
warrior, but scarcely less fatal Missions were esta¬ 
blished, the natives proselytised, not always by moral 
suasion, and brought under the control of the missions ; 
they existed in a state of appanage, and became listless 
ana degraded. 

The natives of the immediate southern border of 
California show an improvement over those of Central 
California, approximating to the superior type in Northern 
California, a contrast which has so impressed the minds 
uf students as to have started the assumption that the 
Central Californians belong to a different race, and are to 
be referred to Malay and Chinese origins, It is however 
with the description of the implements, utensils, orna¬ 
ments, flee., of the southern Indians as exhumed from 
burial mounds, and the story told by such mortuary relics 
of the habits of their ancestors, that this volume is filled. 

Attention had been directed by the Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tution to the area upon the coast of California opposite 
the group of Santa Barbara Islands, and to these islands 
thcjnselves, as a promising field for archaeological search. 
The indications followed rewarded the Survey with many 
important objects, enough to permit a conception of the 
life of their makers. 

These latter were in the stone age depending upon 
stone and bone implements as tools of war, chase, and 
industry. They seem to have been almost entirely with- 
out a knowledge of pottery^ but this need may have been 
scarcely feit from their skill in the manufacture of stone 
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vessels formed from steatite masses, and of all sites, and 
adapted to the commonest domestic uses. 

This series of objects affords a striking example of 
their patience and ingenuity. They are described under 
the designation of “Cooking pots and food vessels,’ 1 
They are in the main oblate spheroidal vessels of soap¬ 
stone thickened over the base and sides exposed to the 
heat, and thinning towards the rim of the circular opening 
upon the top. The smaller specimens are frequently 
much finished in their smoothness, and vary enough 
in size and shape to suggest that they were the pro¬ 
perty of individuals, and prepared and kept for the 
personal use of their owners. These small vessels 
often show mending where fractured, a row of holes 
being perforated upon the two opposite sides of a crack, 
and the edges drawn together by sinews which are sunk 
in grooves, over which has been plastered asphaltum. 
Asphaltum figures in various ways, and was constantly 
resorted to as a convenient cement; it was employed to 
fasten their stone-bols and arrow-heads to their shafts, 
to attach mouth-pieces to their pipes, the line to their 
fish-hooks, &c., it formed a surface over their objects 
upon which ornaments could be imbedded in rude deco¬ 
ration, and figures on their shell beads in spiral lines of 
black. 

Besides th eollas, various dish-like utensils are figured 
with one or more holes for suspension after use, or for 
removal from the fire, being probably used as baking 
pans. Stone mortars of bisalt and sandstone, small 
colour mixers, dishes of shell ( Haliotis ), and cups formed 
of fish vertebras complete the list of serviceable vessels. 

The smoking pipes, which are carefully studied and 
described by Dr. Abbott, are long, straight, conical, and 
sub-cylindrical tubes of steatite, displaying no great 
variety of form and but inconspicuous attempts at orna¬ 
mentation. The straight tube corresponding to the bov l 
of the common pipe is in line *ith the opening at the 
insertion of the mouthpiece, and it would seem that 
tubes of bone or reed inserted for stems must have been 
curved to permit of their use in any normal position. 

The chipped flints are of striking beauty, and will be 
recognised by all who have examined specimens of orna¬ 
mental spears and daggers from this region. They are 
shown of natural size upon two plates of considerable 
beauty, and vary from 4 inches to 8 or 10 inches in 
length, lenticular in section, and present ripple-like and 
corrugated surfaces of very delicate sculpture. The 
chapters upon perforated stones, miscellaneous objects 
made of stone, and textile fabrics are especially inter¬ 
esting. 

The claim of any great age for these relics seems pre¬ 
cluded by th?ir association with glass beads, bronze cups 
and platters, iron swords, nails, knives, and pistol 
barrels, all pointing unmistakably to contact with the 
Spaniards. Yet there can be but little doubt that they 
perfectly represent the arts of life prevailing among the 
ancestors of their owners and makers for ages before the 
appearance of the white man, and that many are them¬ 
selves heirlooms descended from a great antiquity. 

The concluding chapter of Part 1 . is a suggestive sum¬ 
mary of the results of cranial measurements, and the 
writer, Lucien Carr, indicates the past presence of two 
races whose intermingling remains are now found upon 
the Santa Barbara Islands, one—the dolichocephals or 
long heads—presenting a picture of subjugation and de¬ 
cadence ; the other—the orachycephals or short heads— 
spread over the mainland, occupying the northern islands, 
and pressing upon the precarious remnant of their prede¬ 
cessors on the southern islands. 

Part II. is a diversified compilation of a number of 
personal narratives of visits to the Pueblo villages, some 
chapters upon the implements and pottery of their 
occupants, which seem of a degraded type compared with 
the productions of their probable ancestors, and a shoit 
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review of cranial measurements. The material seems 
insufficient and fragmentary, and affords imperfect means 
fox judging in a satisfactory way of ttye exact status and 
organisation of these people. A final iontribution to the 
linguistics of the subject, by A. S. Gatschet, closes the 
volume, with a compendious statement of the relations of 
the tribes of the western coast with a list of forty vocabu¬ 
laries of western languages. 

Finally, this handsome volume, in typography, paper, 
and illustrations, is of irreproachable beauty, and it treats 
of a field in archaeological study of deep interest and wide 
import. L. P. Gratacap 

THE SIZE OF ATOMS' 

II. 

I N making brass, if we mix zinc and copper together we 
find no very manifest signs of chemical affinity at all; 
there is not a great deal of heat developed : the mixture 
does not become warm, it does not explode . Hence we 
can infer certainly that contact-electricity action ceases, 
or does not go on increasing according to the same 
law, when the metals are subdivided to something like 
1/100,000,000 of a centimetre. Now this is an exceed¬ 
ingly important argument. I have more decided data as 
to the actual magnitude of atoms or molecules to bring 
before you presently, but I have nothing more decided in 
giving for certain a .limit to supposable smallness . We 
cannot reduce zinc and copper beyond a certain thickness 
without putting them into a condition in which they lose 
their properties as wholes, and in which, if put together, 
we should not find the same attraction as we should 
calculate upon from the thicker plates. I think it is im¬ 
possible consistently with the knowledge we have of 
chemical affinities and of the effect of melting zinc and 
copper together, to admit that a piece of copper or zinc 
could be divided to a thinness of much less, if at all less, 
than 1/100,000,000 of a centimetre without separating the 
atoms or dividing the molecules, or doing away with the 
composition which constitutes as a whole the solid metal. 
In short, the structure as it were of bricks, or molecules, 
or atoms, of which copper and zinc are built up; cannot be 
much, if at all, less than 1/100,000,000 of a centimetre in 
diameter, and may be considerably greater. 

1 will now read you a statement from an article which 
was published thirteen years ago in Nature. 3 

w Now let a second plate of zinc be brought by a similar 
** process to the other side of the plate of copper ; a second 
“ plate of Copper to the remote side of this second plate of 
“ zinc, and so on till a pile is formed consisting of 50,001 
“ plates of zinc and 50,000 plates of copper, separated by 
44 100,000 spaces, each plate and each space 1/100,000 of 
“a centimetre thick. The whole work done by electric 
44 attraction in the formation of this pile is two centimetre- 
“ grammes. 

44 The whole mass of metal is eight grammes. Hence 
u the amount of work is a quarter of a centimetre-gramme 
44 per gramme of metal. Now 4030 centimetre-grammes of 
44 work, accordingto Joule's dynamical equivalent of heat, 
a is the amount required to warm a gramme of zinc or 
" copper by one degree Centigrade. Hence the work done 
w by the electric attraction could warm the substance by 
41 only 1/16,120 of a degree. But now let the thickness of 
each piece of metal and of each intervening space be 
44 1/100,000,000 of a centimetre instead of 1/100,000. 
.“The work would be increased a milliopfold unless 
44 1/100,000,000 of a centimetre approaches the small* 
41 ness of a molecule. The heat equivalent would therefore 
"be enough fo raise the temperature of the material by 

* A feciure dtlimed by Sir WdJiam Thornton at the Roy*! Institution* 
em Friday. February a. Revised bv the Author. Continued from p, otx, 

. Sbe article “ On the Si** of Atoms/'published in Nature, vol. i. r, 
mated itt Thomson and Taifs “ Natural Philosophy,” second edition* 
«Ws, vol. t. pan a, Appendix F. 


** 62°. This is barely, if at all, inadmissible, accosting to 
41 our present knowledge, or, rather, want of knowledge, 
“ regarding the heat of combination of zinc and copper. 
“ But suppose the metal plates and intervening spaces to 
“ be made yet four times thinner, that is to say, the thick- 
“ ness of each to be 1/400^000,000 of a centimetre. The 
** work and its heat equivalent will be increased sixteen* 
44 fold. It would therefore be 990 times as much as that 
41 required to warm the mass by x° C M which is very much 
44 more than can possibly be produced by zinc and copper 
“ in entering into molecular combination. Were there in 
“ reality anything like so much heat of combination as this, 
44 a mixture of zinc and copper powders would, if melted in 
“ any one spot, run together, generating more than heat 
4t enough to melt each throughout; just as a large quantity 
44 of gunpowder if ignited in any one spot burns throughout 
(i without fresh application of heat. Hence plates of zinc 
“and copper of 1/300,000,000 of a centimetre thick, 
“ placed close together alternately, form a near approxima- 
tion to a chemical combination, if indeed such thin plates 
“ could be made without splitting atoms. 11 > 

Similar conclusions result from that curious and most 
interesting phenomenon, the soap-bubble. Philosophers 
old and young who occupy themselves with soap-bubbles, 
have one of the most interesting subjects or physical 
science to admire. Blow a soap-bubble and look at St, 
—you may study all your life perhaps and still learn 
lessons in physical science from it. You will now see on 
the screen the image of a soap-film in a ring of metal. 
The light is reflected from the film filling that ring, and 
focused on the screen. It will show, as you see, colours 
analogous to those of Newton’s rings. As you see the 
image it is upside down. The liquid streams down (up 
in the image) and thins away from the highest point of 
the film. First we see that brilliant green colour. It 
will become thinner and thinner there, and will pass 
through beautiful gradations of colour till you see, as 
now, a deep red, then much lighter, till it becomes a 
dusky, yellowish white, then green, and blue, and deep 
violet, and lastly black, but after you see the black spot 
it very soon bursts. The film itself seems to begin to 
lose its tension, when it gets considerably less than a 
quarter of the wave-length of yellow light, which is 
the thickness for the dusky white, preceding the final 
black. When you are washing your hands, you may 
make and deliberately observe a film like this, in a ring 
formed by the forefingers and thumbs of two hands, and 
watch the colours, whenever you begin to see a black 
spot or several black spots, the film soon after breaks. 
The film retains its strength until we come to the black 
spot, where the thickness is clearly much less than 1/60,000 
of a centimetre, which is the thickness of the dusky white. 

Newton, in the following passage in his “ Optics" (pp. 
187 and 191 of edition 1721, Second Book, Part L), tells 
more of this important phenomenon of the black spot, 
than is known to many of the best of modern observers. 

“Obs. 17.—If a bubble be blown with water, first made 
" tenacious by dissolving a little soap in it, it is a common 
** observation that after a while it will appear tinged with a 
“ variety of colours. To defend these bubbler from being 
lf agitated by the external air (whereby their colours are 
44 irregularly moved one among another so that no accurate 
« observation can be made of them), as soon as I had 
“ blown any of them I covered it with a dear glass, and by 
" that means its colours emerged in a very regular order, 
* like so many concentric rings encompassing the top of 
w the bubble. And as the bubble grew tnkmer by the con- 
44 tinual subsiding of the water, these rings dilated slowly 
14 and overspread the whole bubble, descending in orderto 
44 the bottom of it, where they vanished successively, fn 
w the meanwhile, after all the colours were emerged at the 
** top, there grew in the centre of the rings a small round 
“ black spot like that in the first observation, which cohr 
4i tinually dilated itself, till it became sometimes more than 
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“ one-balf or three-quarters of an inch in breadth before the 
** bubble broke. At first I thought there had been no light 
* reflected from the water in that place, but observing it 
*more curiously I saw within it several smaller round 
“#pots, which appeared much blacker and darker than the 
“ rest, whereby I knew that there was some reflection at the 
“ other places which were not so dark as those spots. And 
“ by farther trial I found that I could see the images of 
“some things {as of a candle or the sun) very faintly re- 
u fleeted, not only from the great black spot, but also from 
0 the little darker spots which were within it. 

“Gbs. 18.—If the water was not very tenacious, the 
“black spots would break forth in the white without any 
“ sensible intervention of the blue. And sometimes they 
u would break forth within the precedent yellow, or red, 
“ or perhaps within the blue of the second order, before 
44 the intermediate colours had time to display themselves.” 

Now I have a reason, an irrefragable reason, for saying 
that the film cannot keep up its tensile strength to 
1/100,000,000 of a centimetre, and that is, that the work 
which would be required to stretch the film a little more 
than that, would be enough to drive it into vapour. 

The theory of capillary attraction shows, that when a 
bubble—a soap-bubble for instance—is blown larger and 
larger, work is done by the stretching of a film which 
resists extension, as if it were an elastic membrane with a 
constant contractile force. This contractile force is to be 
reckoned as a certain number of units of force per unit 
of breadth. Observation of the ascent of water in capil¬ 
lary tubes, shows that the contractile force of a thin film 
of water, is about sixteen milligrammes weight per milli¬ 
metre of breadth. Hence the work done in stretching a 
water film to any degree of thinness, reckoned in milli¬ 
metre-milligrammes, is equal to sixteen times the number 
of square millimetres by which the area is augmented, 
provided the film is not made so thin that there is any 
sensible diminution of its contractile force. In an article 
“On the Thermal Effect of Drawing out a Film of 
Liquid,” published in the Proceedings of the Royal 
Society for April, 1858, I have proved from the second 
law of thermodynamics that about half as much more 
energy, in the shape of heat, must be given to the film, to 
prevent it from sinking in temperature while it is being 
drawn out. Hence the intrinsic energy of a mass of 
water in the shape of a film kept at constant temperature, 
increases by twenty-four milligramme-millimetres for 
every square millimetre added to its area. 

Suppose then a film to be given with a thickness of a 
millimetre, and suppose its area to be augmented ten 
thousand and one fold : the work done per square milli¬ 
metre of the original film, that is to say, per milligramme 
of the mass, would be 240,000 millimetre-milligrammes. 
The heat equivalent of this 13 more than half a degree 
Centigrade (0*57°) of elevation of temperature of the sub¬ 
stance. The thickness to which the film is reduced on 
this supposition, is very approximately 1/10,000 of a milli¬ 
metre. The commonest observation on the soap-bubble, 
shows that there is no sensible diminution of contractile 
force, by reduction of the thickness to 1/10,000 of a milli¬ 
metre ; inasmuch as the thickness which gives the first 
maximum brightness, round the black spot seen where 
the bubble is thinnest, is only about 1 /S,ooo of a millimetre. 

TJhe very moderate amount of work shown in the pre¬ 
ceding estimates, is quite consistent with this deduction. 
But suppose now the film to be farther stretched, until its 
thickness i$ reduced to 1/10,000,000 of a millimetre 
(1/100,000,000 of a centimetre). The work spent in doing 
this i» two thousand times more than that which we have 
jqst calculated. The heat equivalent is 280 times the 
quantity requited to raise the temperature of the liquid 
fey one degree Centigrade* This is far more than we can 
as a possible amount of work done in the extension 
of a liquid film. It is more than half the amount of work, 
spout on the liquid, would convert it into vapour 


at ordinary atmospheric pressure. The conclusion is 
unavoidable, that a water-film falls off greatly in its con¬ 
tractile force, before it is reduced to a thickness of 
1/10,000,000 of a millimetre. It is scarcely possible, 
upon any conceivable molecular theory, that there can be 
any considerable falling off in the contractile force, as 
long as there are several molecules in the thickness. It 
is therefore probable that there are not several molecules 
in a thickness of 1/10,000,000 of a millimetre of water. 

Now when we are considering the subdivision of 
matter, look at those beautiful colours which you see in 
this little casket, left, I believe, by Prof. Brand to the 
Royal Institution. It contains polished steel bars, 
coloured by having been raised to different degrees of 
heat, as in the process of annealing hard-tempered steel. 
These colours, produced by heat on other polished metals 
besides steel, are due to thin films of transparent oxide, 
and their tints, as those of the soap-bubble and of the 
thin space of air in “Newton's rings," depend on the 
thickness of the film, which, in the case of oxidisable 
metals, forms by combination with the oxygen of the air, 
under the influence of heat—a true surface-burning. 

You are all familiar with the brilliant and beautifully 
distributed fringes of heat-colours on polished steel grates 
and fire-irons, escaping that unhappy rule of domestic 
aesthetics, which too often keeps those articles glittering 
and cold and useless, instead of letting them show the ex¬ 
quisite play of warm colouring, naturally and inevitably 
brought out, when they are used in the work which is 
their reason for existence. The thickness of the film of 
oxide which gives the first perceptible colour, a very pale 
orange or buff tint, due to the enfeeblement or extinction 
of violet light and enfeeblement of blue, and less en- 
feeblemcnt of the other colours in order, by interference of 
the reflections from the two surfaces of the film, is about 
1/100,000 of a centimetre, being something less than a 
quarter wave-length of violet light in the oxide. 

The exceedingly searching and detective efficacy of 
electricity comes to our aid here, and by the force as it 
were spread through such a film, proves to us the exist¬ 
ence of the film when it is considerably thinner than that 
1/100,000 of a centimetre, when in fact it is so very thin 
as to produce absolutely no perceptible effect on the re¬ 
flected light, that is to say, so thin as to be absolutely 
invisible. If in the apparatus for measuring contact 
electricity, of which the drawing is before you (N attire, 
vol. xxiii. p. 567), two plates of freshly polished copper be 
placed in the Volta condenser, a very perfect zero of 
effect is obtained. If, then, one of the plates be taken 
out, heated slightly by laying it on a piece of hot iron, 
and then allowed to cool again and replaced in the Volta 
condenser, it is found that negative electricity becomes 
condensed on the surface thus treated, and positive 
electricity on the bright copper surface facing it, when 
the two are in metallic connection. If the same process 
be repeated with somewhat higher temperatures, or some¬ 
what longer times of expostfte to it, the electrical difference 
is augmented. These effects are very sensible before 
any perceptible tint appears on the copper surface as 
modified by heat. The effect goes op increasing with 
higher and higher temperatures of the heating influence, 
until oxide-tints begin to appear, commencing with buff, 
and going on through a ruddier colour to a dark-blue 
slate colour, when no farther heating seems to augment 
the effect. The greatest contact-electricity effect which I 
thus obtained between a bright freshly polished copper 
surface and an opposing face of copper, rendered almost 
black by oxidation, was such as to require for the neutra¬ 
lising potential in my mode cf experimenting 1 about one- 
half of the potential of a DanielPs cell. 

* first described in a Utter to Joule, published in the Proctedinn of the 
Literacy and Philosophical Society of Manchester of lae. ai, iwa, eW« 
also I first pointed put pie demonstration of a limit to the site of molecules 
from meaemwent* of contact electricity. The mode of measurement 1* m ore 
fatty described In the article of N atvkx <vol. xxiii. p. &j\ referred to above. 
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Some not hitherto published experiments with policed 
silver plates, which I made fifteen years ago, showed me 
very startlingly, an electric influence from a quite infini¬ 
tesimal whiff of iodine vapour. The effect on the con¬ 
tact-electricity quality of the surface, seems to go on 
continuously from the first lodgment, to all other tests quite 
imperceptible, of a few atoms or molecules of the attack¬ 
ing substance (oxygen, or iodine, or sulphur, or chlorine, 
for example), and to go on increasing until some such 
thickness as 1/30,000 or 1/40,000 of a centimetre is 
reached by the film of oxide or iodide, or whatever it 
may be that is formed* 

The subject is one that deserves much more of careful 
experimental work and measurement than has hitherto 
been devoted to it. I allude to it at present to point out 
to you how it is that by this electric action, we are enabled 
as it were to sound the depth, of the ocean of molecules 
attracted to the metallic surface, by the vapour or gas 
entering into combination with it. 

When we come to thicknesses of considerably less than 
a wave-length, we find solid metals becoming transparent. 
Through the kindness of Prof. Dewar, I am able to show 
you some exceedingly thin films, of measured thicknesses of 
platinum, gold, and silver, placed on glass plates. The 
platinum is of 1*9 X 10 thickness, and is quite opaque ; 



FiO. 3.—Diagram of Htiyghtn's eon at ruction for wavi front of refracted 
light. Drawn for light pacing from air to flint glais. 


but here is a gold film of about the same thickness, which 
is transparent to the electric light, as you see, ana trans¬ 
mits the beautiful green colour, which you see on the screen. 
The thickness of this gold (V9, or nearly 2) is just half the 
wave-length of violet light in air. This transparent gold, 
transmitting green light to the screen as you see, at the 
same time reflects yellow light to the ceiling. Now I 
will show you the silver. It is thinner, being only 
i*5 X IOr5 of a centimetre thick, or 3/8 of the air-wave¬ 
length of violet light. It is quite opaque to the electric 
light, so far as our eyes allow us to judge, and reflects all 
the light up to the ceiling. It is not wonderful that it 
should be opaque; we might wonder if it were other¬ 
wise ; but there is an invisible ultra-violet light of a small 
range of wave-lengths, including a zinc-line of air wave¬ 
length 3*4 X io~ 5 , which this silver film transmits. For 
that particular light the silver film of 1 '$ X to- 3 thickness 
is transparent The image which you now see on the 
screen, is a magic lantern representation of the self- 
photographed spectrum, of light that actually came 
through that silver. You see the sine-line very clear 
across it near its middle. Here then we have gold and 
silver transparent. The silver is opaque for afl except 



that very definite light of wave-lengths from about 3*07 
to 3*32. 

The different refr&ngibility of different colours, is a 
result of observation, of vital importance in the question 
of the size of atoms. You now see on the screen before 
you a prismatic spectrum; a well-known phenomenon 
produced by the differences of the retractions of the dif¬ 
ferent colours, in traversing the prism. The explanation 
of it in the undulatory theory of light, has taxed the 
powers of mathematicians to the utmost. Look first, 
however, to what is easy, and made clear by that diagram 
(Fig. 3) before you ; and you will easily understand that 
refraction depends on difference of velocity of propagation 
of light, in the two transparent mediums concerned. The 



Fl<3. 4* Vic. 3» 

Twelve panicle* In Wave-Length. 


angles in the diagram are approximately correct, for refrac¬ 
tion at an interface between air or vacuum and flint glass 5 
and you see that in this case, the velocity of propagation 
is less in the denser medium. The more refractive 
medium (not always the denser) of the two, has the teas 
velocity for light transmitted through it Tne (< refractive 
index ” of any transparent medium, is the ratio of the 
velocity of propagation in the ether, to the velocity of 
propagation in the transparent substance. 

Now, that the velocity of .the propagation of light 
should be different in different mediums, and shofctd In 
most cases be smaller in the denser than in the lees dease 
medium, is quite what we should, according to dynamical 
principles, expect from any conceivable constitution 0f the 
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luminiferous ether and of palpable transparent substance. 
But that the velocity of propagation in any one trans¬ 
parent substance, should be different for light of different 
colours, that is to say, of different periods of vibration, 
is not wbat we should expect; and could not possibly be 
the feet if the medium is homogeneous, without any limit 
as to the smallness of the parts of which the qualities 
are compared. The fact that the velocity of propagation 
Sots depend on the period, gives what I believe to be 
irrefragable proof, that the substance of palpable trans¬ 
parent matter, such as water, or glass, or the bisuiphuret 
of carbon of this prism whose spectrum is before you, is 
not infinitely homogeneous; but that on the contrary, if 
contiguous portions of any such medium, any medium 
in fact which can give the prismatic colours, be examined 
at intervals not incomparably small in comparison with 
the wave-lengths, utterly heterogeneous auality will be 
discovered; such heterogeneous ness as that which we 
understand in palpable matter, as the difference between 
solid and fluid ; or between substances differing enor¬ 
mously in density; or such hetcrogeneousness as differ¬ 
ences of velocity and direction of motion, in different 
positions of a vortex ring in an homogeneous liquid; or 
such differences of material occupying the space ex* 
amined, as we find in a great mass or brick building when 
we pass from brick to brick through mortar (or through 
vcidy as we too often find in Scotch-built domestic brick 
chimneys). 

Cauchy was I believe the first of mathematicians or 
naturalists, to allow himself to be driven to the conclusion, 
that the refractive dispersion of light can only be 
accounted for, by a finite degree of molecular coarse 
grainedness, in the structure of the transparent refracting 
matter ; and as, however we view the question, and how¬ 
ever much we may feel compelled to differ, from the 
details of molecular structure and molecular inter-action 
assumed by Cauchy, we remain more and more surely 
fortified in his conclusion, that finite grainedness of 
transparent palpable matter, is the cause of the difference 
of the velocity of different colours of light propagated 
through it, we must regard Cauchy as the discoverer of 
the dynamical theory of the prismatic colours. 

But now we come to the grand difficulty of Cauchy's 
theory; 1 look at this little table (Table 1 1.), and you will see 

Table II.— Velocity ( V) according to Number {N) of Particles 
in Wave Length 
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in the heading, the formula which gives the velocity, in 
terms of the number of particles to the wave-length, sup¬ 
posing the medium to consist of equal particles arranged 
ihChhic order, and each panicle to attract its six nearest 
Neighbours, with a force varying directly as the excess of 
the distance between them, above a certain constant line 
(the length of which is to be chosen, according to the 
degree of compressibility possessed by the elastic solid, 
whfch we desire to represent by a crowd of mutually 
Interacting molecules). If you suppose particles of real 
tnafiter arranged in , the cubic order, and six steel 
wi$e spiral springs or elastic indiarubber bands, to 

<*T die dytwmknltHwry of ft*“Ditpmion tfLight/' 
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be hooked on to each particle and stretched between 
it and its six nearest neighbours, the postulated force may 
be produced in a model with all needful accuracy; and if 
we could but successfully wish the theatre of the Royal 
Institution, conveyed to the centre of the earth, and kept 
there for five minutes, I should have great pleasure in 
showing you a model of an elastic solid thus constituted, 
and showing you waves propagated through it, as are 
waves of light in the luminiferous ether. Gravity is the 
inconvenient accident of our actual position, which pre¬ 
vents my showing it to you here just now. But instead, 
you have these two wave-models (see Fig. 2 above), each 
of which shows you the displacements and motions of a 



Fig. 6 . Fio. 7 . 

Four particles in Wav*.Lcngth. 


line of particles, in the propagation of a wave through our 
imaginary three-dimensional solid; the line of molecules 
chosen being those which, in equilibrium, are in one direct 
straight line of the cubic &rrangeti(hnt» and the supposed 
wave having its wave front perpendicular to this line, and 
the direction of its vibration, the direction of one of the 
other two direct lines of the cubic arrangement. 

You have also before you this series of diagrams 
(Figs. 4 to 9) of waves in a molecularly-constituted elastic 
solid. These two diagrams (Figs. 4 and 5) illustrate a 
wave in which there are twelve molecules in the wave¬ 
length ; this one (Fig. 4) showing (by the length and 
position of the arrows) tub magnitude and direction of 
velocity of each molecule, at the instant when one of the 
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mcflecules is on the crest of the wave, or has reached its 
maximum displacement; that one (Fig. 5) showing the mag* 
nitttde and direction of the velocities* after the wave ha 9 
advanced such a distance, as (in this* case equal to one- 
twenty-fourth of the wave-length) to bring the crest of the 
Wave to midway between two molecules. This pair of 
diagrams (Figs. 6 and 7) shows the same for waves having 
four molecules in the wave-length, and this pair (Figs. 8 
and 9) for a wave having two molecules in the wave¬ 
length. 

The more nearly this critical case is approached, that 
is to say the shorter the wave-length, down to the limit 
of twice the distance from molecule to molecule, the less 
becomes the difference between the two configurations of 



motion, constituted by waves travelling in opposite 
directions. In the extreme or critical case, the difference 
is annulled, and the motion is not a wave^motion, but a 
case of what is often called “standing vibration." Before 
I conclude this evening, l hope to explain in detail the 
kind of motion which we find insteaa of wa,ve-motion 
(become mathematically imaginary), when the vibrational 
period of the exciter is anything less than the critical 
value; because this case is of extreme importance and 
interest in physical optics, according to Stokes’ hitherto 
unpublished explanation of phosphorescence. 

This supposition of each molecule acting with direct force 
only on its nearest neighbour, is not exactly the postulate 
on which Cauchy works. He supposes each molecule to 


act on all around it, according to some law of rapid 
decrease as the distance increases ; but this must make 
the influence of coarse-grainedness on the velocity of 
propagation smaller than it is on the simple assumption, 
realised in the models and diagrams before you, which 
therefore represents the extreme limit of the efficacy of 
Cauchy’s unmodified theory to explain dispersion. 

Now, by looking at the little table (Table II.) of calcu¬ 
lated results, you will see that with as few as 20 molecules in 
the wave-length, the velocity of propagation is 99$ per cent, 
of what it would be with an infinite number of molecules; 
hence the extreme difference of propagational velocity, 
accountable for by Cauchy's unmodified theory in its 
idealised extreme of mutual action limited to nearest 
neighbours, amounts to 1/200. Now look at this table 
(Table III.) of refractive indices, and you see that the 
difference of velocity of red light (A), and of violet light 
(H), amounts in carbon disulphide to J/17 ; in dense flint 
glass to nearly 1/30 ; in hard crown glass to 1/73; and in 
water and alcohol to rather more than 1/100. Hence, 
none of these substances can have so many as 20 mole¬ 
cules in the wave-length, if dispersion is to be accounted 
for by Cauchy's unmodified theory, and by looking back 
to the little table of calculated results (Table II.), you will 

T able III, — Table of Refractive Indices. 
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Carbon | 
Disulphide 
at n v> C. 

Alcohol 
at 13 0 C. 

1*6142 

1*3600 

I ‘6207 

1-3618 

1*6240 

1-3681 

1*6333 

I *6465 


1*6584 

I *6836 

13683 

1-3720 

17090 

1-3751 


The numbers in the first two columns were determined by Dr. Hopkinson, 
those in the last three by Messrs. Gladstone and Dale. The index of 
refraction of air for light near the lint E is 1*000294. 

see that there could not be more than twelve molecules in 
the wave-length of violet light in water or alcohol; sty ten 
in bard crown glass; eight in flint class ; and in carbon 
disulphide actually not more than four molecules in the 
wave-length, if wc are to depend upon Cauchy's unmodi¬ 
fied theory for the explanation of dispersion. So large 
coarse-grainedness of ordinary transparent bodies, solid 
or fluid, is quite untenable. Before I conclude 1 intend 
to show you, from the kinetic theory of gases, a superior 
limit to the size of molecules, according to which, in 
glass or in water, there is probably something like 600 
molecules to the wave-length ; and almost certainly not 
fewer than two, or three, or four hundred. But even 
without any such definite estimate of a superior limit 
to the size of mole rules, there are many reasons against 
the admission that it is probable or possible, therm 
can be only four, or five, or six to the wave-length. 
The very drawing by Nobert of 4,000 line? on a breadth 
of a millimetre, or at the rate <rf 40,000 to the centimetre, 
or about two to the ether wave-length of blue (F) light,* 
seems quite to negative the idea of any such possibility, 
of only five or six molecules to the wave-length, even It 
we were not to declare against it from theory and ob¬ 
servation of the reflection of light from polished surfaces. 

(To be continued*) 

1 Ixjftchmkll, “quoting from the Zollvereitn department of the Lopdoln 
International Exhibition of page S& end trom. parting ’Optfei 

Mteronoone/ page SBi," Sit** n&tberkhU tier Wiener AMemi* Mem, 
Phy$. 1865. v^l. iU, .■ 
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STJSLIAR PHOTOGRAPHY AT HARVARD 
(be meeting of the Astronomical Society which was 
held on June 8 last. Prof. Pickering of Harvard 
College Observatory, so well known for his stellar obser¬ 
vations, and who is a Foreign Associate of the Society, 
attended and gave an interesting account of the work 
which has been done during the past few years at his 
observatory. 

Some few years ago Prof. Pickering took up the work 
of determining the intensity of the light of the principal 
stars by eye observation, without taking the question of 
colour into consideration, work which has been already 
dwelt upon in this journal. For this purpose he used a 
photometer, completing his observations, which number 
some 90,000, about a year ago, and a large part of his results 
are already in print. The published results of the more 
important investigators of star magnitudes, from the time 
of Almagest and Lfifi, have aho been reduced. Sir W. 
Herscbel’s observations, which appeared almost a century 
ago in the Philosophical Transactions, have likewise been 
taken in hand at Harvard Observatory and completely 
discussed. Sir John Herschel's works, the “ Uranometria 
Nova ” the il Durchmusterung,” as well as many other 
works in the same field, have also been made use of in 
preparing the Harvard Catalogue, which therefore shows 
those ca^es in which the photometric observations carried 
out by Prof. Pickering differ from the results obtained by 
other observers, when their observations are reduced to 
the same system. These eye observations of stars having 
been completed, Prof. Pickering, in conjunction with his 
brother, Mr. W. H. Pickering, has taken up stellar photo¬ 
graphy from the same point of view. By this means a com¬ 
parison is obtained between the brightness of the star as 
seen by the eye, and its brightness as determined by its 
greater or lets action upon the photographic plate; and 
by a comparison of photographs taken on different nights 
any variation in brightness may be detected; whilst the 
exact positions of stars may of course be more accu¬ 
rately and permanently recorded than by eye observa¬ 
tions. Mr. A. A. Common recently, by taking photo¬ 
graphs of the nebula in Orion on different nights and 
comparing them, has thus been able to detect a probable 
variation in one of the stars m the nebula, and in 1858 
Professor George P. Bond, by measuring the diameters of 
stars in photographs was able to determine the relative 
brightness of the two stars which form the double f Ursae 
Majoris. 

But the work at Harvard University was to do more 
than this. The stars which Prof, Bond examined were 
close together. Prof. Pickering wished to compare stars 
far removed from each other. For this purpose the ordi¬ 
nary method of stellar photography, by which photographs 
are taken at the foci of large telescopes, would not suffice. 
These photr graphs only comprise a small region of but 
one or two degrees in diameter. A different method was 
therefore employed in the Harvard observations. A 
wholly different form to the ordinary equatorial telescope 
wasnsed. It is not unusual to construct photographic 
cameras to take pictures of buildings which subtend an 
angle of 6o° or even 90°. But when applied to the stars, 
however* the images at the edges are very poor, and 
only very small apertures can be used. It has, however, 
been found that some of the best lenses for pictures can 
be obtained covering a circle of ao° diameter without 
serious distortion, and at the same time large apertures 
can be used, thus reducing the time of exposure. In 
order to still further this work, Mr. W. H. Pickering in¬ 
vestigated the sensitiveness of various photographic 
plates, and obtained some so sensitive that stars of the 
fifth and sixth magnitude have been photographed without 
using clockwork, they forming dots or making lines* as their 
inh^sa pass across the photographic plate, the length of 
these lines depending of course upon the time during which 


the plate is exposed* If the plate be exposed during ten 
seconds a distinct dot is obtained, whilst an exposure of 
thirty seconds causes a short line to be formed. The 
plates used at Harvard Observatory are six by eight 
inches. They are divided into six equal parts, each part 
being in turn exposed. By this means six regions of the 
heavens, each about 15° square, may be photographed on 
one plate ; and by a variation in the dot and line system 
employed, sometimes taking the dot and sometimes the 
line first, three pictures maybe taken on a single division 
of one of the plates without giving rise to any confusion. 
Instead of simply six, therefore, eighteen photographs are 
taken on one of these plates, so that on a single plate 
a portion of the heavens of more than three hours* 
right ascension, and extending from 30° S. to 6o° N., may 
be included. Since each portion of the plate covers a 
region of about 15°, the camera mounting has a series of 
notches or stops, by which it may be instantly moved 
through that amount either of right ascension or 
declination. 

When photographing the following is the exact method 
employed. The first exposure takes the region between 
30* and 15° south declination, and between one hour and a 
half and half an hour west of the meridian. First the plate 
is exposed for ten seconds, and each star records itself by a 
dot. The plate is then covered for ten seconds; next it is 
exposed for a period of thirty seconds, and each star makes 
a line on the plate. By means of the clamping arrange¬ 
ment to which we have referred the plate is then moved 
through one hour in right ascension. This takes up the re¬ 
maining few seconds of the minute, so that the taking of 
the next photograph begins with the first second of 
another minute. The camera is then on the meridian. 
The same part of the plate is again exposed, and in order 
to distinguish this series of stars from those first photo¬ 
graphed, this time the plate is exposed first during thirty 
seconds, and then during ten, so that the result is a line 
followed by a dot. This gives the second series. But 
the same portion of the plate may be again used. The 
remaining ten seconds of the second minute, like those 
of the first, are spent in moving the camera through 
another hour of right ascension. Then a fresh ex¬ 
posure is made for thirty seconds, a line simply being 
obtained without a dot, and this completes the series. 
The first class of images is in dots and lines, the second 
in lines and dots, the third is recognised by the presence 
of lines alone. The thirty seconds which remain of the 
third minute are employed in exposing a second portion of 
the plate, and changing the position of the camera, which 
now takes in the region from 15 0 S. to the equator. The 
same process is then gone through again, three exposures 
as before being made in three different positions of right 
ascension. By continuing this process, taking three 
photographs on each of the six portions into which the 
plate is divided, the whole region included between the 
declinations of - 30” and + far, and between three hours 
j of right ascension, hours on each side of the meridian, 
being one eighth of the whole heavens, excluding the cir- 
| cum polar stars, will be photographed on one plate* the whole 
operation occupying but eighteen minutes. With regard 
to those stars in the vicinity of the Pole, some othei 
method will have to be adopted. Thus much for one 
branch of the work—and an important branch—carried 
on at Harvard Observatory. 

Another portion of their work consists in the prepara- 
; tion of a photographic map of the entire heavens. The 
| method just described, in which clockwork is dispensed 
with, only enables those stars whose magnitude is not less 
| than five or six to be photographed, and stars of a less mag* 
nitude than this must of course be included in a map of the 
heavens. The camera in this work, therefore, is driven 
by clockwork. By this means stars of the eighth magni¬ 
tude record their images on the photographic plate, and 
as many as 200 are visible in the paper print within a 
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circle of 5 0 in diameter. A photograph taken in this way 
of a portion of the constellation of Orion, besides show* 
ing the three stars of the Belt and the Sword-Handle, 
gives an interesting picture of the'hebula. 

With reference to the question of the colours of stars it 
is interesting to note the faintness of « Orionis in the 
photographs. To the eye its brilliancy is almost as great 
as that of ft whilst in the photograph it is not more 
prominent than X. The reason is to be found in the 
colour of a. It is a red star, and consequently makes but 
little impression on the photographic plate. 

Again, in the constellation Cetus the three stars which 
are brightest to the eye are a, y, and fl. A, which is the 
brightest of the three, has close to it a very faint companion, 
scarcely visible to the naked eye, its magnitude being 
given as 6-3, whilst that of a is 27. This is the appear¬ 
ance of this part of that constellation as seen by the eye. 
A photograph of this region was taken at Harvard with 
the result that the small star is seen in the photograph 
nearly as bright as o, it being only three-tenths of a mag¬ 
nitude less. The colour of these stars again explains 
this, a being of a reddish tint, whilst the small star is of a 
deep blue colour, and being so the rays which flow from 
it have a greater influence on the photographic plate. A 
comparison of the number of stars seen in the photograph 
of Orion with the number in the photometric catalogue, 
further illustrates this effect of colour. In that part of 
this constellation included between 5 0 north and 5 0 south 
declination, and 75 0 to 90° of right ascension, sixteen stars 
were common to photograph and catalogue; a like number, 
being either too small in magnitude or too red in colour, 
although catalogued, remain unrecorded on the photo¬ 
graphic plate ; whilst five others seen in the photograph 
are not given in the catalogue. A reduction has been 
made of the results given by the plates of different makers, 
with the view of ascertaining the value of the deviation. 
In two of such plates the average deviation was 0*21 of a 
magnitude, and in two measurements of the same plate 
it was found to be CV07 of a magnitude. 

It is obvious from this account of the work at Harvard 
that star photography is entering into a new phase, and 
one which will entirely replace the present system of eye 
observations, for the reason that, whilst the eye is so 
variable, photographic plates may now be obtained, doing 
their work with almost definite wave-lengths of light. The 
constant record of the plate, must in time therefore be 
preferred to observation by the variable eye. At the 
same time as photography advances, if it be considered 
necessary to obtain photographic star maps to record 
the observations of the average eye, there will be no diffi¬ 
culty in this being done. 


NOTES 

In accordance with the provisions of the Statutes, the Council 
of the Royal Society met last Thursday to elect one from among 
themselves to fill the office of president Until the annual election 
on November 30. The choice, as had been anticipated, fell upon 
Prof. Huxley. We believe that this ad interim election has 
given the greatest satisfaction to all the Fellows of the Society. 

We have received from the Johns Hopkins University, Balti¬ 
more, the circular giving the programme for the next academic 
year and a report on the work of the year that is past* Not 
only are a great number of subjects included in the programme 
of this University, hut provision is made that the work in each 
section shall be thoroughly done, and we think the Trustees are 
to be entirely congratulated upon the progress that is being made. 
Among the scientific subjects we find physics, chemistry, geology, 
mineralogy, and biology in all its branches. With the other 
subjects which the programme sets forth we have here of course 
little to do, but we must add that we are glad to note under the 
heading " Philosophy M that the study of psychology is well pro¬ 


vided for. Not only are there courses of lectures, hut a limited 
number of the students are provided with seats in the physio¬ 
logical laboratory, where they may prosecute original research. 
It is so in all the scientific subjects. 'Hie work of the advanced 
student is arranged with a view of initiating him into the methods 
of original investigation, which, when he has finished his course 
of instruction, he is encouraged to carry on. Thus in the physi¬ 
cal laboratory, which is under the direction of Prof. Rowland 
and Dr. Hastings, during the past year original investigations 
have been carried on in many parts of the subject; for instance, 
to name one or two, the concave grating has been used in an 
attempt to photograph the spectrum, and with it an endeavour 
has also beeu made to ascertain the wave-lengths of the lines. 
The unit of electrical resistance has also been investigated during 
the past year, and during the coming session an attempt will be 
made to establish an international »unit for such resistance. 
We notice too, as a feature or the advanced course in phy¬ 
sics conducted by Prof. Rowland, that besides the lectures 
and laboratory work there are weekly meetings for the 
discussion of the current literature of the subject. The 
courses in chemistry, which are under the sole control of 
Prof. Remsen, are likewise excellent. Besides the ordinary 
courses in general and analytical chemistry, the programme states 
that arrangements will soon be made by which the study of 
applied chemistry—for example, metallurgy, the chemistry of 
iron and steel, of dye stuffs, of soils and fertilisers—may be 
taken up by the students. Original research has been a prominent 
feature in this laboratory also, the results appearing in the 
American Chemical Journal. With regard to mineralogy and 
geology we notice that they are included in the courses on 
chemist* y. The courses on biology are most excellent, general 
biology, embryology, osteology, and plant analysis being 
included in the first year’s work. In the second year the 
student takes up mammalian anatomy, animal physiology and 
histology, and animal morphology. Then when the student 
desires to take up the study of marine animals, the University 
provides him with a laboratory by the »ea itself. This labora¬ 
tory was open last year from May 1 until September 29, and 
during that time the development of Thallassema was investi¬ 
gated, studies were made with regard to the origin of the oyster- 
shell, the parthenogenesis of the Echini, the development of 
Tubularia, and other subjects, which want of space alone pre* 
vents our mentioning. The results of these investigations are 
published in “ Studies from the Biological Laboratory M j ab¬ 
stracts of two of these researches have also been printed in the 
Proceedings of the Royal Society % and Dr, E. B. Wilson's paper 
on the Development of ReniUa will appear in the Philosophical 
Transactions, We might add much more to what we have said 
concerning the excellent character of the work done at this Uni¬ 
versity, os we do not doubt that the other courses are as well 
provided for as the more purely scientific subjects to which alone 
we have referred. The Johns Hopkins University, in fact* al¬ 
though but a new institution, has been founded on a broad basis 
giving to the student those opportunities for original work which 
it is so difficult to obtain elsewhere. We should much like 
to see such an account of original research done and to be 
done issuing each year from the laboratories of Oxford and 
Cambridge. 

The Berlin Academy of Sciences has elected Prof. Simon 
Newcomb (Washington) and Prof. B. Apthorp Gould (director 
of Cordova Observatory) as corresponding members, 

In our review of the life of Sir Edward Sabine, which 
appeared in our issue of last week (p. 319), we stated that he 
accompanied the expedition which under the command of C*pL 
James Rpss was sent to make a magnetic*! survey of the Antatette 
regions. This waa an error, as although all the ohemtbss 
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were investigated and discussed by him he was not with the 
expedition, but had the observations forwarded to him at regular 
intervals. 

The whale which was found by a fi herman in Selsea Bay 
some six weeks since, and presented to the Brighton Aquarium, 
is a valuable addition to that establishment, Although un¬ 
doubtedly belonging to the whale family, competent authorities 
have pronounced it to be a bottle nosed dolphin, a creature rarely 
t) be seen alive in an aquarium. It has been placed in a tank 
which holds 100,000 gallons of water, and is no feet in length, 
bj that the animal, which is ten feet long, has some amount 
of freedom. It seema to be doing quite well, for not only has 
it not lost in bulk since its capture, but has even gained, weigh¬ 
ing now more than eight hundredweight. It is very tame, 
taking its food from the attendant. At present it subsists upon 
mackerel, that being the food most easily obtained just now. 
Of these it takes five meals each day, and manages to eat some 
400 of them during a week. The mackerel season is, however, 
almost over, and some other diet must be found for the animal, 
perhaps herrings. When first placed in the tank it retreated to 
one end. After a week's sojourn there, it sought the other end 
of the tank. Here it remains, swimming in circles. When 
swimming it keeps close to the surface of the water, moving 
through it with a graceful undulating movement, coming now 
and again to the surface, fti.d taking in a fresh supply of nir 
about every third .or fourth time it thus rises. The animal is 
certainly an interesting acquisition to the Aquarium. 

The balloon of the Paris Observatory has been in working 
order for some weeks. Its capacity being only sixty cubic 
metres, it was found difficult to use it except in calm weather. 
The motiontl of the registering apparatus are an obstacle to correct 
readings. The experiments, conducted by Admiral Mouche/, are 
stated to be only preliminary to further aerostatical experiments. 
The subject is quite new, scientific ballooning being only in its 
iufaucy, and it is only by gradual investigation that the extent of 
the services it can render to science can be ascertained. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the North China Herald describes a 
journey from Hankow on the Yangtze to Chunching in Szcchucn, 
a distance of 720 geographical miles. After passing Ichang, 
the highest port oti the great river opened to foreign trade, the 
first of the celebrated g .rges is entered, and the mountainous 
country which extends up to and beyond Chunchng begins. 
Through these ranges, which mostly run in a north and south 
direction, the Yangtsze, here called the Ch’uan Ho, or river of 
Szechuen, forces its way. Leaving the wild, little-inhabited 
country of the gorges behind, the traveller, on reaching Wan- 
hsien, 160 geographical miles above Ichang, emerges into a 
country of picturesque sandstone hills, at this season covered 
from base to summit with poppy gardens, with not a vacant spo; 
except where perpendicular cliffs prevent all access. He emerges, 
too* among a people remarkable for their polished manners and 
especial politeness to Europeans. While Hupeh province was 
suffering from floods, the traveller f >und Eastern Ssechuen, from 
Kweichow to Wan-hsien, praying for rain. The drought here 
had extended over six months, the south gates of the cities 
were closed (as facing the yang or fire-element), and all slaughter* 
ing of animals was forbidden. From Wan-hsien to Chunching, 
a distance of 200 miles, the aspect of the river remained the 
Same—a succession of winding reaches, nearly all, owing t;o the 
peculiar sandstone formation, running at right angles to each 
other, and united by the customary rapid. Cliffs were frequent, 
and the sites of the towns and cities, built on steep projecting 
knoll*, their walls and battlement* crowning the precipices, are 
admirable, At length, two months from Shanghai, the traveller 
readied Chunching, the c nnmerclal metropolis of Szechuen, in 
Whisk, by the Chefoo Convention, the English Government is 


authorised to maintain a Resident, who watches the commercial 
prospects and movements of the great provinces of Szechuen 
and Yunnan. 

The Paris Figaro recently published a special supplement on 
Tonkin, and if the writer is to be credited, that country is one 
of the richest in the world. Its gold mines, he says, can rival 
those of California and Australia. The natives use that metal 
for exchange ; the females of the Muongs of the Black River, on 
their way to and from market, gamble with thousands of francs 
worth of it, without caring whether they win or lose. The 
mines of Talon, near Yuen-kiang, on the Red River, were visited 
by the Cominisri jn of the Meikong, who found gold there in bars 
a* well as dust. Still higher, near the source of the Red River, 
the precious metal is obtained in large quantities. Silver also 
is not rare, and cop|>er is fotmd everywhere, all the domestic 
utensils of the people being made of this metal. The tin mines 
arc not worked for want of capital, although those worked near 
Mong-t-ze, in Yunnan, near the Red River, are the most valu¬ 
able known to exist. Zinc, lead, iron, and bismuth are also 
known. The coal mines however, are the most important of 
all. Tonkin produces also musk, tortoise-shell, mother-of-pearl, 
wax, silk, peacocks' feathers, a< well as those of the blue 
pheasant, and other birds of brilliant plumage. 41 In short,” 
concludes the Figaro , “it is a rich country, and worth the 
trouble ofoccupjing it." 

Another trial has been made in Paris of the electric tramcar 
in which Raure-Sellon-VolcUmar accumulators were employed. 
The experiment was preceded by a lecture given by M. Fhilipport, 
tending to show the great economic superiority of electricity 
over the employment of hor eg. On this occasion the route 
chosen was not, as formerly, from the Place des Nations to La 
Muettc and Trocadcro, but from Trocadcro to the Louvre and 
thence to the Place des Nations by the Bastille, an alteration made 
to show the capacity of the electric tramcar for ascending slopes 
on the common roads. 

Dr. Obach has lately perfected his tangent galvanometer with 
a swinging coil. In the present form the coil is compound, being 
in reality one for measuring quantity and another for measuring 
electromotive force. The coil is movable on a horizontal axis, 
and therefore can be inclined at any angle. It has the advantage 
over a tangent galvanometer in having a suspended needle which 
can be rendered dead beat ; the coils are also balanced so that 
the deflection corresponding to one volt with the high resistance 
coil is that which corresponds with one ampere with the low 
resistance coil. This instrument promises well for practical 
testing if made in a convenient portable form. 

The last number of the Zeitsckriftder Geselhchaft fur Erdkunde 
of Berlin contains a paper by Dr. F. Boas on the former distri¬ 
bution of the Eskimo in the Arctic-American archipelago. After 
referring to the discovery by Arctic travellers, in places where no 
human foot appears now to tread, of traces of habitations, graves, 
weapons, &c., be says that two theories have l>een broached to 
account, for these remain** One is that the ice has encroached 
more and more on the Sea, and driven away the people; the 
other that there has been a migration from the west across the 
archipelago. Dr. Boas rejects both of these explanations. He 
points out that, judging by the remains, the former inhabitants 
led precisely the same life as the Eskimo that we know to-day. 
He comes to the conclusion, after an examination of the various 
islands, of the distribution of traces of previous inhabitants and 
of the present tribes* that for numerous reasons we must abandon 
the theory that there was an earlier extension of inhabitants 
towards the north. He thinks that the remains found are those 
of the present tribes who have been driven from place to place 
by the necessity of obtaining subsistence* and refers to the 
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custom of several tribes to abandon huts in which death has 
taken place and to leave them standing. The hunting-grounds 
too would change from time to time according to the severity of 
the winter. A hard and fast boundary line cannot be laid down 
for inhabitants of the Arctic regions any more than for the flora. 
In favourable years plants are carried north and grow until a 
successiou of severe winters again destroys them, and their 
remains might also lead, in the same way, to the incorrect con¬ 
clusion that there had been a change in the climate of the region. 
Similarly with human settlements. The presence of traces of 
these latter in a given place show, not that the climate has 
become more severe, but that the place lies in that debatable 
land between districts favourable and unfavourable to the exist¬ 
ence of man, before any really satisfactory conclusion can be 
reached, however, he thinks we must have a thorough examina¬ 
tion of the migration of the Eskimo ; before it is possible to 
account for the presence of traces of the people in the far north 
on coasts where they do not now live, we must 1 ecollect how 
their wanderings depend on the physical conditions of life, on 
the nature of the ground, of the hunting, and the influence of the 
neighbouring tribes. But on all these points we lack material 
for a complete explanation of the facts. With respect to the 
comparatively great age claimed for some of thef>e remains which 
have been brought by Arctic travellers to Europe, Dr. Boas 
suggests that all estimates as to the age of objects such as these 
coming from the Arctic regions must be taken with great care, 
owing to the different effects of the climate. He instances the 
remains of Parry’s camp at Point Nias in Ilecla Bay, which 
were found looking quite fresh in 1854, more than thirty years 
after Parry’s expedition ; while the cairn erected at the same 
time (1820) on Cape Providence was covered with lichen and 
moss, and looked quite ancient in 1854. 

We have received the Administration Report of the Meteoro¬ 
logical Reporter to the Government of the North-West Provinces 
and Oudh for the years 1882-83. At the beginning of the 
present year the observatories reporting to the Allahabad Office 
were twenty in number, and great activity seems to have been 
displayed in all of them. The question of the construction of a 
first class obvervatory for these provinces has advanced during 
the present year, but only very slightly. It will in all probability 
be built at Allahabad. In addition to the ordinary observations, 
special observations of soil temperatures hive been carried on at 
Allahabad and Jeypore. At Jeypore, where the observatory has 
practically become one of the first class, alt records being made 
automatically, a sixth soil thermometer bas been added to the 
five which the observatory already possesses to record the tem¬ 
perature at a depth of twenty feet. It is evident from the 
report that Mr. S. A, Hill, the meteorological reporter, m doing 
his level best with the means at his command. Unfortunately, 
however, the native observers still make mistakes, and some of 
the monthly means require a considerable amount of over, 
hauling. 

Du. Henry Macaulay, M.D., of Belfast, bas recently 
made a suggestion which, if followed in tropical countries, will 
turn the tables on the sun with a vengeance. He suggests that 
Moiichot’.s sun-engine should be used to pump cold air into 
dwellings, factories, &c,, pointing out that the temperature can 
in this way be reduced from ioo° or more to 6q*. He points out 
that not only will this reduce the temperature especially at night, 
thus rendering sleep possible, but fresh air will be guaranteed 
during the day, and the plague of flies and insects would be 
excluded. The weak point about this arrangement is that it 
requires ice. We think, however, that sooner or later in Ame¬ 
rica, where the heat in summer is more distressing than in any 
•other part of the world, and ice is everywhere, this arrangement, 
or one like it, is certain to be adopted. 


The last number of the Proceedings of tht Royal Society if 
Tasmania contains several papers on the botany and ecology of 
Tasmania. In a presidential address the Governor, Sir . J. 
Lefroy, remarks on the omission of any reference to the Botanic 
Gardens of Hobart Town by Prof, Thiselton Dyer, in a review of 
the botanical enterprise of the Empire, and demand* more 
public support for these gardens. He notices also a fact which 
will be of some interest in England just now, vis. that of over 
ten thousand visitors to the Museum in six months more than 
half were Sunday visitors. Among the chief papers are;— 
Notes on a species of Eucalyptus (/?. hmmastoma) % by Mr. 
Stephens ; type species of Tasmanian shells, by Prof. Tate; 
the magnetic variation of Hobait, by Sir J. Lefroy; notes on 
Leontopodium catipts , by Baron von Muller, &c. With respect 
to the Sunday opening of the Museum, the Council of the 
Society report that it is open only between the hours of half-past 
two and five, “and this arrangement, as will be seen by the 
number availing themselves of the opportunity, may be pro* 
nou .ced to be no longer an experiment, and to be fully justified 
by the quiet and orderly demeanour of the visitors.’* 

The voyage round the world of the Swedish frigate Vanadis, 
which we recently announced, will be shared by the Duke of 
Gotland, King Chcar’a youngest son. The journey, which will 
he of about eighteen months’ duration, will chiefly be a scientific 
one, several eminent Swedish savants participating in the same. 
From the Straits of Magellan the ship will proceed to the Sand¬ 
wich Islands, Japan, China, India, and thence home. 

The steamers Obe and Nordtnskjold left Tromso for Novaya 
Zemlya on the 3rd inst. Norwegian fishermen report that the 
state of the ice in the Arctic Sea east of the North Cape is very 
favourable this spring. 

M. Pasteur has been appointed head of the Sanitary Com¬ 
mission formed in Paris in view of the dreaded visitation of 
cholera. 

A French scientific periodical puts forward the idea of a 
joint occupation of Mecca by the several European powers for 
the purpose of stopping pilgrimages thither and thereby prevent¬ 
ing the further dissemination of cholera through the crowding of 
people in so pestilential a city, especially when the Ramadan 
falls in summer. 

We are asked to say that possessors of the eighth edition of 
Prof, Babington’s “Manual of British Botany" may, by appli¬ 
cation to Mr. Van Voorst, I, Paternoster Row, obtain grid!* 
two pages of additions and corrections which have been prepared 
by the author. 

Locusts arc reported from the somh of Russia, but the very 
energetic measures taken by the Governors for the destruction of 
the eggs and larva will, it is believed, arrest their ravage*, 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Tennaiu's Squirrel [Sa'ums tmnanU) from 
Ceylon, presented by Mr. A. Ross; two Rufous Tinamons 
[RhyneActus ruftscens), three Spotted Tinamous {Notkura mam- 
lota) from the Argentine Republic, presented by Mr. R. M. 
Longworthy ; two Common Buzzards (But# vulgaris), British, 
presented by Mr. James S. Cook son; a Land Rail {Cress pro? 
tensis), British, presented by Mr, J. W. Meriton; a Jackdaw 
( Corvus momdula), British, presented by Mr. J. Baldwin; two 
Cock at eels ( CahpsUta nov&holiandia\ from Australia, presented 
by Mrs, Day ; three Angulatcd Tortoises {Testudo angulafa), a 
Geometric Tortoise ( Testudo geometrica), an Artoloted Tortoise 
( Testmdo areoiatus), a Robben Lland Snake {CorontUa pfocan* **), 
a Laland's Ground Snake {Typklops lalandi%\ts*m South Africa, 
presented by the Rev. G. H. R. Fisk, C.M.Z 9 . f a Maraud 
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Land TortoUc ( Testude marginata), South European, preaeutcd 
by Lord Arthur Kuasell, M.P, ; an Indian Badger (Arc tony x 
coBaris) from Assam, a Hough-billed Pelican (IWecanus trachy 
rkynekus) from Mexico, purchased ; two Red*crested Whistling 
Ducks {FuUgnla rujma\ a Variegated Sheldrake (Tudoma 
varugata ), five Summer Ducks (Abe spoma) % five Chilian Pintails 
(DajUa epmkauda), bred in the Gardens. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

Tax Constant of Aberration.— M. Otto Struve presented 
to the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg, in 
February last, a memoir by M, Nyren, of the Observatory at 
Pulkowa, on the aberration of the fixed stars. He states it is 
the result of researches made by M. Nyren during many years, 
with the view to determine the value of the constant of aberra¬ 
tion, with the highest decree of accuracy which the most perfect 
means of observation allow. The value 20" '445, deduced by 
W, Struve, has been so far generally accepted by astronomers 
as the most exact, and has been employed in all astronomical 
calculations. ThU is the value given in his memoir upon the 
subject, but in 1852, by a new combination of his measures, the 
constant was altered to 20" 463, and with respect to this value 
he remarked : “ KUe me paraft le vrai rcsultat pour /aberration, 
qui doit ctre tire dc mes observations du premier vertical, 0 
(Preface to “ Rccueil de Memoires pr&entes k VAcadcmte des 
Sciences par les Astronoiues dc Poulkova,” t. i.) Notwithstand¬ 
ing this statement, Struve's first value was retained in our 
ephemerides, &c.; we have a suspicion that his correction, as he 
appears to have considered it, was very generally overlooked. 
M. Nyren was charged with the execution of a new series of 
observations at Pulkowa, with the same instrument employed 
by the’elder Struve, and every endeavour was made to free the 
new series from all objection that it was possible to bring against 
the earlier one. Further, M. Nyren discussed a long series of 
excellent observarious made by M. Wagner with the great 
meridian telescope in the years 1861-72, on the three stars, 
Polaris, 4 Ursae Minoris and 51 (Hev.) Cephei. M, O. Struve 
remarks that with these two new determinations we now possess 
seven separate series of observations executed with the three great 
instru-uentHof the Observatory of Pulkowa, and he gives the values 
of the constant of aberration resulting therefrom as follow 


u n 

JV, Struve, prime-vertical instrument ... 20*463 ± 0*017 

Scktm&er, meridian telescope. 20*498 ± 0 012 

Peters^ vertical circle . 20*507 m 0*021 

GyLdin, „ . 20 469 ± 0 026 

Wagner, meridian telescope . 20*483 ± 0*012 

Nyrm, vertical circle . 20 495 ± 0 *021 

prime-vertical instrument . 30 517 ± 0*014 

M. O, Struve considers that these values sufficiently prove 
that jflhe constant of aberration is now known with a degree of 
aAetfftaey which it will be difficult to surpass ; it appears certain 
that the mean of the seven determinations deduced by M. Nyren, 
20**492, will not be liable to an error of a hundredth of a second. 

If this mean value for the constant of aberration is combined 
with the velocity of light determined by M. Cornu and Mr. 
Mkhelson, the solar parallax in found to be 8" *784, which, M, 
Struve adds, only differs by a very few hundredths of a frecond 
from the mo at reliable determinations lately obtained by the 
geomatrical process* 

With regard to W. Stmye’s alteration of the constant of aber- 
ratioa assigned in his memoir, it may be remarked that his result 
depended upon observations made with the prime-vertical instru¬ 
ment npon seven state, and the separate values accorded well. 
But, as he subsequently pointed out, this agreement of different 
determinations, obtained with the same instrument, only guaran- 
teed the accuracy of the final result under the condition that there 
existed no common source of error. He examined all possible 
sources of constant error, and convinced himself that Aone 
existed which could exercise an appreciable influence. Never¬ 
theless he said U must be admitted that there existed an agent 
which possibly might prejudice the exactness of W determina¬ 
tion. Considering that the observations of the maximum of 
aberration fall at a time of year when the star posses the 
maridmn near 6 p-nu, while the observations of the minimum of 
the aberration take place at 6a.m., ft is seen that the first are made 
Mg t decreasing temperature and the last during an increasing 


one. •* The south-distance of the star being determined from 
the time between the two corresponding transits indicated by the 
clock, it follows, if the clock has a detect of compensation and 
if its effective rate during the interval differs from the mean daily 
rate obtained by observations of consecutive days, that the error 
produced acts in the same sense upon the results obtained by 
different stars/' It is the same if between the two corresponding 
pa>sages the azimuth of the axis of rotation changes. Fortunately 
these two perturbing causes only exercise a minute influence upon 
the zenith distances to be determined. Yet, as Struve asks : 
" Comment prouver que celte iufluence n'ait point alt&^ la 
valeur trouvee de 1’aberration de quelques centimes de seconde?” 
lie considered he had direct proof that there was no azimuthal 
change, but with regard to change of clock rate, as already 
stated, he was induced to rediscuss his series of observations 
with the result above given. 


ON THE FUNCTION OF THE SOUND-POST r 
AND ON THE PROPORTIONAL THICKNESS 
OF THE STRINGS OF 77 Hi VIOLIN 1 

CIR JOHN HHRSCHEL says: “It (the bridge) sets the 
^ wood of the upper face in a state of regular vibration, and 
thjs is communicated to the back through a peg set up in the 
middle of the fiddle and through its sides, called the ‘soul' of 
the fiddle, or its sounding-post.” * 

Savart says : “ J/ame a pour usage de transmetire au fond les 
vibrations de La table . . . son diamfctre est ddtermini par la 
qualite du son qu’on veut avoir ; il est nraigre quand elle es»t trop 
mince, et sourd quand elle est trip grosze." 8 

Daguin, in his “ Traite de Physique,” devotes a whole page 
to the discussion of the functions of the sound-post. The most 
important sentences are the following :—“ , . . l’&mc n'agit pas 
comme conducteur du son. . . 11 nous semble que l’on doit 
expliquer 1’effet de Vshnc de la maniere qui suit. L’&ine, ou le< 
pressions extthieures par lesqueUe" on la remplace, a poureffet 
de donner au pied du chevalet un point d’appui autour duquel il 
vibre en baltant sur la table de son autre pied. Si l’undes pieda 
n’ctaii appuytf sur un point fixe, il sc releverait pendant que 
Pautre s’abai sera it, pareeque les cordes n'agissent pas normale- 
mem a la table, puisque 1 archet les ^branle tr&s obliqn ment, ce 
qui entratne le chevalet dans un mouvement transversal quand il 
n’a pas tie point d’nppui fixe. Lor^que Varchet ed dirig^ nor- 
malcinent aux tables, cet inconvenient n’existe plus, ct Vi me n’est 
plus neces-aire.” 4 

11 cl nholU >ays : " The vibrating strings of the violin, in the 
first place, agitate the bridge over which they are stretched. 
ThU st mds on two feet over the most mobile part of the belly 
between the two ‘/' hole^. One foot of the bridge re^ts upon 
a comparatively firm support, namely, the sound-post, which is 
a solid rod inserted between the two plates, back and lrclly, of 
the instrument. It is only the other leg which agitates the 
elastic wooden plates, and through them the included mas-, of 
air, 5 

The experiment 9 which follow have been made for the pur¬ 
pose of ascertaining whether it be any part of the function of 
the sound-post to convey vibrations to the back, or whether this 
post acts solely as a prop supporting the belly, so that its elas¬ 
ticity is not injured by the pressure from the strings, and abo, as 
Daguin states, affords the firm which he considers necessary 
for one foot of the bridge. 

Mr. Hill and other practical men maintain that the quality of 
the wood of which the sound-post is made affects the tone of the 
violin, a; undoubtedly do very minute differences of position. 
If the quality of the wood is important, we must admit that 
vibrations are conveyed by the post. 

Whether or not the sound-post exercises the function of trans¬ 
mitting vibrations, it is obvious (1) that it performs the impor- 
tant duty of contributing to the support of the belly ; (2) that 
the nodal arrangement of the belly and als> that of the back are 


1 Paper read at the Royal Society, May 34, by William Huggins, D.C.L., 
Lt.Di, F.RS, 

M “ Encyclopedia Metropolitan*,” Article “Sound.” p* 804. 

3 “ Mdmoire sur La Construction des Instrument* h Conic* et h Archet,” 
8vo, Paris, 181$. Also BiotN “ Report,*' Ann. de Cttimie, tome is, pp. 


^ ‘^raitrf de Physique, Acoustique,” tune 1, p. 375. 

* " Sensations of Tea*/' translated by £IU?, p. 137* In the 4th German 
edition this pas**#* remain# unaltered- 

* I wish to express my indebtedness 4 o Mr. A. J, Elbe far some sugges¬ 
ting* in connection with these experiment*. 
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influenced by tbe pressure of the ends of the post against the 
upper and lower plates ; (3) that Helmholtz is right, at least so 
far that the leg of the bridge under ^ihe fourth or G string 
has much more power than the other in setting the belly into 
vibration. 

The usual way of investigating vibrations by the scattering of 
sand over the surface of the agitated body is difficult of appli- 
Cftti >n to the violin, on account of the curved form of the upper 
and lower pUtes. I found a convenient method to be by the 
use of what 1 may call a touch-rod. It consists of a small round 
stick of straight-grained deal a few inches long; the forefinger 
is placed on one end, and the other end is put lightly in contact 
with the vibrating surface. The finger soons becomes very sen¬ 
sitive to small differences of agitation transmitted by the rod. 

The experiments were made ou a strongly made modern violin, 
and in some cases repeated on a fine violin by Stradiuarius in 
the possession of the writer. 

The sand method, and also the touch-rod, showed that the 
position of maximum vibration of the belly is close to the foot 
of the bridge under the fourth string. The place of least vibra¬ 
tion is exactly over the top of the sound-post behind the other 
foot of the bridge. The back is strongly agitated, the vibra¬ 
tions being least powerfully felt where the sound-post rests, 
which is at nearly the thickest part of the back. These effects 
were very satisfactorily observed on a violoncello, where the 
phenomena are on a larger scale. 

When the sound post was removed from the violin the large 
difference of the amount of vibration on the two sides of the 
belly was no longer present, the belly was about equally strongly 
agitated on both sides, making allowance for the string which 
was bowed. The tone became very poor and thin, as is well 
known to be the case when the sound-post is removed. The 
vibration of the back was now very feeble as compared with its 
vibration when the sound-post was present, a circum tance in 
favour of the view that the sound-post conveys vibrations to the 
back. 

_ A clamp of wood was prepared which could be so placed on the 
violin as to connect by an arch of wood outside the violin the 
place of the belly behind the bridge w here the top of the sound- 
post presses with the place of the back where it rests. It was 
expected that the wooden arch would restore to some extent the 
connection of belly and back which was broken by the removal 
of the post, and carry, though imperfectly, vibrations from the 
upper plate to the back. 

When this clamp was put on, the poor and thin sound was 
altered to the fuller character of tone which belongs to the 
violin when the sound-post is in its place. On testing the con¬ 
dition of the back its normal state of vibration was found to be 
in a large degree restored. I£ while the strings were being 
bowed, the clamp was suddenly removed, the tone at the same 
moment fell to its poor character, and the vibration of the back 
as instantly diminished. 

It was further observed that, if the upper part of the clamp 
pressed upon the belly without the lower part coming into 
contact with the back, the tone is altered in the direction as 
when the sound post was present, but it was not until the lower 
part of riie clamp was iu contact with the back that the normal 
character of the tone was fully restored. A similar effect to 
that resulting from the pressing of one end of the clamp only 
was produced by firmly placing one end of a wooden rod at this 
part of the belly. 1 his effect may be due to the setting-up in 
the belly, by pressure at this part, of the peculiar nodal arrange¬ 
ment which tne post produces when in its place. 1 

There could be no doubt that vibrations were carried by the 
clamp, for the lower end was powerfully agitated when the 
upper end rested upon the belly. If the sole function of the 
sound-post is to verve as a firm prop for the foot of the bridge, 
it should fulfil this condition most fully when placed under the 
foot of the bridge.. In this position of the sound-post, however, 
as is well known, the tone is much injured. 

In order to separate that part of the function of the sound- 
post which serves as a support from the further ftinctlon It may 
posses< as a transmitter of vibrations, it was desirable to intro¬ 
duce such alterations in the structure of the sound-post as would 
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enable it to retain Us supporting power, and yet greatly modify 
and, If possible, stop its power of transmitting vibrations. A 
sound-post was made in which about half an inch of the middle 
was cut out, and a piece of Lead inserted, also a souad-poit in 
which instead of lead sealing-wax was put in. The effect of these 
compound posts which retained uninjured their prop power WM 
to modify greatly the quality of the tone, but not to diminish Its, 
quantity in any marked degree, a result in favour of the view 
mat the character or the wood of which the post is made does 
influence the tone, and that vibration is transmitted by the post. 
As these compound ports could transmit vibrations freely, it was 
desirable to contrive a post which would not carry vibrations and 
yet form a firm prop. A post was made with a piece of hard 
indiarubber inserted in the middle, but this post was found by 
experiment with a tuning-fork to transmit vibrations to some 
extent. Other materials were tried without success. A post 
capered at each end with pieces of sheet vulcanised rubber 
stopped almost completely the sound of a tuning-fork when the 
foot of the fork rested on the rubber over one end of the post, 
while the other end equally protected with rubber rested on a 
body capable of reinforcing the sound of the fork. This rubber- 
capped post was firmly fixed in position in the violin, so that it 
would be able to support fairly well the belly and foot of the 
bridge, and yet not be able to carry vibration; unfortunately it 
does not seem possible, from the nature of things, to haveanguf 
prop which does not transmit vibrations, but this post, u ilh thin 
sheet rubber at the ends firmly forced into position, must have 
been fairly efficient in its supporting power. The effect on the 
tone was about the same as when the sound-post was removed. 
When the wooden clamp was put on, then the normal tone 
returned, and the back vibrated strongly. 

These experiments appear to show that the sound-post is more 
than a prop, and that, besides its other functions, it does transmit 
vibrations to the back in addition to those which are conveyed 
through the sides. 

Experiments with sand and the touch-rod appear to me to 
s-how that Helmholtz’s statement la too absolute when he says 
“ it is only the other leg of the bridge which agitates the elastic 
wooden plates. ” Undoubtedly it is the fourth string foot of the 
bridge which is the more powerful in agitating the Upper plate, 
but the other foot appears to me also to nave an influence. 
When the post is placed exactly under the foot of the bridge, 
then the belly on this side is almost without vibration; if the 
post is absent, then this f >ot appears to agitate its Own side of 
tbe belly as strongly as the other foot. As there is no post on the 
fourth string side of the fiddle, that foot stands in a position most 
favourable for setting up vibrations in the belly, being nearly 
half way between the supports of the belly at the tail and the 



neck end of the violin. The other side of the belly, on the first 
or K string side, where the other foot of the bridge wstq, is 
divided into two parts by the damping effect of the end Of the 
sound-post, namely, the part a and the part A It is obvious that 



this foot of the bridge is unfavourably placed for setting the part 
of the belly, A, into vibration, since it is so far from lu central 
mobile port. On the other hand, he position is favourable for a 
portion of its energy of vibration to be transmitted through the 
post to the back. 

Practically very small differences of position of the top df fbe 
port behind the foot of the bridge are found to alter largfefy ito 
character of the tone of the fiddle, and in the case of fine itkrtru- 
ments the setting of the post is an operation demanding worth 
care aod judgment. The explanation lies 
camstance that a small difference in the position of the post-it 
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alter greatly the proportion of energy passing through the post to 
that which is absorbed into vibrations of this side of the belly. 
At the wave toe it must abo alter slightly the nodal arrange¬ 
ment of tfee belly* which must have an influence on the tone. If 
frpttt the fofm of construction, or relative quality of the wood of 
the upper plate as compared with the under plate, the conditions 
of a Violin are such that the highest quality of tone of which it is 
capable requires a relatively larger amplitude of vibration of the 
bStch, the poaition of the ^ound-post should be nearer the bridge. 
In • contrary condition of thing* the sound-post should be 
farther from the bridge. The extreme range needed in different 
violins is about a quarter of an inch. Any shift of the post must 
affect the relative mobility of the two sides of the belly. 

If the sound-post transmits vibrai ions, these w 11 be in addition 
to those received from the sides of the violin. It may be, there¬ 
fore, that one condition which determines the best position of the 
port Is the degree in which from their form and material these 
fulfil this duty. All the sides must share in this duty, but the 
touch-rod shows that a large part of this action i* borne by the 
parts of the side'* which curve inwards under where the strings 
arc bowed. It is in harmony with this view that Mr. Hill states 
that if the inside blocks at the corners which are put to 
strengthen these parts, extend in a small degree into these 
curved portions, the tone is injured. 

The plane of the vibrations of the strings is that in which they 
are bowed, which is more or less oblique to the bridge. The 
vibrations maybe considered divided into two sets at right angles 
to each other, a and b. 



TUc touckrod shows that these vibrations exist strongly in the 
upper part of the bridge. I venture to suggest that the use of 
t&ft peculiar cutting of the bridge, which was finally fixed from 
trials, by Stradiuarius, is to sift the vibrations communicated by 
ttortrfags and to allow those only or mainly to pars to the feet 
would be efficient in setting the body of the instrument 
iotb^ibratlon* the other vibrations which would be injurious in 
teflpNk to given transverse rooking motion to the bridge, being 
- • 4 ' * ' - ■ 4 ' ‘ the 
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vibrations b. In the case of a violoncello these vibrations were 
also very greatly reduced below the side openings of the bridge. 

TfcC violin on which the experiments were made was without 
a boas' bar, which is a piece of pine glued to the under side of the 
belly on the fourth string side. This bar is regarded ns strengthen- 
‘ ic belly and also enabling it to respond better to the lower 
T 3 » teuoh-rod showed no difference in the general 
qf- this violin from a fine onfc by Stridwirius contain- 
bar. 1 ’ i j > 

i IThkknm of ihi the lengths 

sabe,■%* have only the twoconditioos of 
t leaston qn Which their pitch depends, It i* obvious 
r equal pressure on the feet of the bridge, as well as for 
more convenient fingering and bowing, the strings should be at 
Wm* tension. They should therefore differ in weight, fo as 


h• 

n p _ _ ._ strings 

F by the bask, of th* imitrumont, ioataad of by tb* Wily, is not 
ottd pceuhsr to the Crwtb aS note writers on music 
if be ten ca certain Oriental tastramenti of the fiddle kind 
J d«d With a totsadwpit. For nstonce. the bridge Is thus 
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to give fifths when brought to the same tension. The weights 
of the strings are inversely as the squares of the number of 
vibrations, which in the case of fifths is as 3 to z, namely, as 9 
to 4, As the first three strings Ore of the same material, it is 
more convenient to take their diameters, which mast be as 3 to 
2, that is, each string in advancing from the first string must be 
half as thick again as the string next to it. In the case of the 
fourth string, covered with wire, we must find the weight of the 
third string of gut, and take a fourth siring of which the weight 
is 9 to 4 for the third string. 

A good average thickness of 2nd (A) string = o‘035$ inch, 

Then the strings should be— 1st = 0*0237 ,, 

2nd = 0-0355 >. 

3rd =0-0532 „ 

A gut string 0*0532 inch in diameter weighs, when of the, 
same length as a fourth string, 0*98 grm., then the fourth 2 20 
grms. 

Ruffini sells sets of strings in sealed boxes, and these w ere 
found to be in about the tame relative proportion to each other 
as the sires indicated on the gauges sold by several makers. 

The measures of a set of Ruffini's strings were found to be :—• 
1st = 0*0265 inch, 
and « 0*0355 » 

3rd =1 0*0460 ,, 

4th = 1 *4100 grm. 

It will be seen that the first string is thicker, and the third 
thinner, and the fourth much lighter than the theoretical values. 
Therefore the tension of the first string would be greater, and 
that of the third and fourth strings less than they should be in rela¬ 
tion to that of the second string, The greater flexural rigidity of 
the fourth string will have a small effect in the direction of making 
the vibrations quicker, and therefore of making the tension 
required less. 

By means of a mechanical contrivance I found the weights 
necessary to deflect the strings to the same amount when the 
violin was in tunc. The results agreed with the tensions which 
the sizes of the strings showed they would require to give fifths. 

A violin strung with strings of the theoretical size was very 
unsatisfactory in tone. 

The exj lunation of this departure of the sires of the strings 
which long experience has shown to be practically most suitable, 
from the values they should have from theory, lies probably in 
the circumstance that the height of the bridge is different for the 
different strings. It is obvious, where the bridge is high, there 
is a greater downward pressure. By this modification of the 
sizes of the strings there is not the greater pressure on the fourth 
string side of the bridge which would otherwise be the case. 
On the contrary, the pressure is less, which may assist the 
setting of the belly into vibration. There is also the circum¬ 
stance that the strings which go over a high part of the bridge 
stand farther from the finger-board, and have therefore to be 
pressed through a greater distance, which would require more 
force than is required for the other strings, if the tension were 
not less. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Cambridge.—-T he next examination for Minor Scholarships 
and Open Exhibitions at St. John's College will take place in 
December, 1883. There will be open for competition, besides 
certain Exhibitions, two Minor Scholarships of 50/. per annum 
and two of 75/. ; also such Foundation Scholarships as shall be 
vacant, two of which may, after the commencement of residence, 
be increased in value to 100/. each. 

Candidates may offer themselves for examination in any of 
the following subjects :—Classics, Mathematics, Natural Science, 
Hebrew, or Sanskrit. 

The Examinations will begin on Tuesday, December It. 

Successful candidates will be required to commence residence 
not later than October, 1884. Further particulars of the Scho¬ 
larships and Exhibitions may be obtained in October, 1883, on 
application to one of the tutors. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 
BulUtins dt la Soctitfd'Anthropology do Farit, tom. v. lose. iv. 
1882,—Discussion on M. Ball's case of cretinism, in which the axiom 
advanced by M. Lanier was generally accepted, that, while idiocy 
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it hereditary and congenital, cretinism is endemic.—M. Gustave 
Le Bon, in defending the accuracy of hia determinations of the 
comparative weight erf the brain of boys a yd girls against the charges 
advanced by MM. Budinand Manouvnef, explains his methods 
of determination, which, in his opinion, confirm the conclusions 
contained in his earliest memoir on the subject; viz. that (i) 
while male and female children differ very little in weight at their 
birth, when, if the weight of boys be taken at ioo, that of girls 
will be 94*28, the difference between the sexes in adult life may 
be at least three times greater; (2) that at the same age, with 
equal stature and weight, the female brain will be found notably 
inferior in weight to that of the man.—On the cranial dimen¬ 
sions of the savage Stiengs, or Mois, of Cochin China, by Dr. P. 
Nets, who finds that this people exhibits the low mean cranial 
capacity of 1400, with a cephalic index of only about 75,—M. 
Capitan records the results of his experiments on the methods of 
trepanning employed in prehistoric times. He has experimented 
both on tile living and dead subject, using a flint instrument, 
with which he reproduced perforations similar to those observed 
in prehistoric crania. This was effected by boring and incision, 
as well as by scraping, and in both ca«es the animals operated on 
recovered rapidly and completely from the operation, although 
Broca had maintained that the removal of any part of the cranial 
surface could not possibly have been effected on the living subject 
by such instruments as were used by primitive man.—Dr. Col- 
lignon describes the nature of the human remains found at 
Cumi&res, Meuse, belonging to the Neolithic age, among which 
are seven well preserved skulls, and various long bones, including 
two platycuemic tibiae.—Dr, Heurot's report of the ossuary of 
the polished stone period, discovered in 1881 at Liry, in the 
Ardennes, was laid before the Society by M. Mortillet, who drew 
attention to the extraordinary projection of the lower jaw obser¬ 
vable in one of the crania, which in this particular seems to fore¬ 
shadow the present and future evolutionary change, rather than 
to accord with the ordinary type of the receding anthropoidal chin 
of the prehistoric ages. In the course of the dncushion arising out 
of Pr. Heurot’s communication, M. I^egnay described similar 
burial places examined by himself at Le Grand Compant, near 
LuzareW, and at Vaureal, Pontoise, where, as at I.iry, a passage 
composed of upright stones, and covered in with wood, gave 
admittance to the true sepulchral chambers.—M. Topmard re¬ 
ports on his examination of Lc Questionnaire de Sociologie et 
d i Ethnographic , issued by the commission appointed by the 
Society for its elaboration ; and while he approves generally of 
the plan followed, which is that suggested by M. Letourneau, he 
has drawn attention to numerous points omitted by the latter, 
who, by his inode of defending the proceedings of the Society, 
and attacking M. Dally, gave an aggressively personal character 
to the discussion, very unusual in meetings of the Society. Owing 
to want of unanimity among the members, the method to be fol¬ 
lowed for the French system of instructions for travellers still 
remains undecided.—The Galibin of Cayenne, who have long 
been established in the Jardin d’Acclimatation of Paris have 
been made the subject of an exhaustive study by M. Manouvrier, 
whose detailed communications of the numerous observations 
and determinations in regard to the sociology, language, and 
ethnology of these tribes led to a somewhat lengthy discussion on 
the rationale and early extension of the practice of the couvade , 
which has been observed among the Galibis of French Guiana, 
as well as among the Basques, and appears to have prevailed 
under various modifications among several ancient peoples, 

Rmdiconti of the Reale Istitnto Lombardo, May 31.—A com¬ 
parative study of the fauna of the various Pliocene deposits in 
Lombardy, by Dr. C. F. Parona, As many as 275 species were 
’examined, 248 in the Pliocene of the Northern Apennines, and 
*87 in the Upper Miocene, of which 117 still survive in the 
neighbouring 'teas.—On PafTs method of integration of partial 
differential equations of the first order, by Prof. E. Beltrami,— 
A contribution to the history of the adulteration of food from 
the earliest times, by C. L. Gabha,—On the mortality of infanta 
during the first and second years of their lives in the various 
provinces of Italy, by Prof. G. Sormanl. For the decade ending 
1880 the average rate of mortality in the first year throughout 
Italy was 214*9 per 1000, and in the second 114-6 per tooo. 
Compared with the rest of Europe, these figures show that Italy 
occupies the lowest position in the scale, the death-rate being in 
excess even of Croatia and Slavonia (107*4) and of Russia 
(1027). In the general comparative table, Ireland stands first 
<34*5)i England occupying a medium position with an average 
of 59*! per 1000.—The career of David Lazzetetti, founder of 


the new sect of Lasserettzets, studied in the light of documents 
recently discovered, by G. Barcellotti—The telephone in its 
legal aspect (continued), by C. Norco. 

Bulletin de la SocUti d'Encouragement pent l*Industrie 
Nationcde, June, 1883,—Report on M. Lav&nehy-Giarkefo 
work shops for the blind, by M. Legenril.—Report on M. 
Entry's tinted papers, by M. Em. Dumas.—Colouring elements 
of madder ana their metamorphoses, by M. A. RosenstiehL— 
On the saline tracts in the south-east of France, by At. P* de 
Gasparin.—On sewing-machines and sewing-machine industries 
of alt sorts, as shown at the Paris Universal Exhibition of 1878, 
by M. Kmile Bariquand. 

The number for June 15 of the Archives des Sciences Physiques 
et Naturelles contains researches on the absorption of ultra-violet 
rays by different substances (seven plate*), by M. J. I>. Soret 
(fourth memoir),—A new contribution concerning the family of 
Tintinodea, by Dr. Herman Fol (one plate).—On the magnifying 
power and strength of dioptric arrangements, by Dr. Adrien 
Guebhard.—Meteorological observations at the Geneva Observa¬ 
tory for the month of May. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

London 

Geological Society, June 6.—Mr. J. W, Hulke, F.R.S., 
president, in the chair. --George Paul was elected a Fellow of 
the Society.—The following communications were read 1—The 
estuaries of the Severn and its tributaries, an inquiry into the 
nature and origin of their tidal sediment and alluvial flats, by 
Prof. W. J. Suita, M.A., F.R.S.E., F.G.S.—Notes on a col¬ 
lection of fossils and rock-specimen9 from West Australia, north 
of the Gascoyne River, by W. H. Hudleston, M.A., F.G.S* 
—Notes on the geology of the Trofld, by J. S. Biller. Com¬ 
municated by W. Topley, F.G.S. This paper gave a brief 
account of the results obtained by the author whilst attached 
to the United States Assos Expedition. Together with a geo¬ 
logical map (scale t ; 100,000) this was sent to Mr. Topley for 
the service of the new geological map of Europe (and its bor¬ 
ders), which is now being prepared by a Committee of the 
International Geological Congress. The country described is 
that lying south and west of the River Mender^ (Scamander). 
The sedimentary rocks may be divided into three great groups.— 
x. An old, possibly Arehasan, highly crystalline series, forming 
the mountainous lands of the Ida range (5750 feet), but also 
appearing in smaller detached areas to the we*t and north-west 
Probably these have existed as inlands from early times, and 
around these the later rocks have accumulated. Mount Ida itself is 
almost a dome, the lowest rocks (talc schists) occupying the summit 
On the northern slopes there is true gneiss. No igneous rocks 
enter into the structure of this mountain. At different horizons 
there are bands of coarsely crystalline limestone, and a« far as 
can be seen this series is conformable throughout. 2. Resting 
on these old rocks and in part made up of their remains is a 
series of partially crystalline rocks, chiefly limestone. It is 
probable that this series is in large part of Cretaceous age; but 
it contains rocks which are older, possibly Palaeozoic. Eocene 
fossils have lately been discovered by Mr. Frank Calvert, which 
also may have come from this series. The rocks in the south of 
the Troad, hitherto supposed to be Lower Tertiary, are now 
known to be of later date. Sharply marked off from these 
older rocks arc the Upper Tertianes; these are of two ages, 
occurring in two distinct areas* 3. The Upper Miocene, which 
fringes the western shores of the Troad, ana forms a broader 
band at the north-west eorner In the lower comae of the IMhri. 
Hissarlik is built on this. These beds are marina, andbelongto 
the Sarmatian Stage. The Troad w the moat South-westerly 
point at which the Mactrakalk is yet known. 4. Freshwater 
beds, which occur in force in the interior of the country, between 
the Mendete and the south coast, and in patches near the coast* 
These are Upper Miocene or Lowest pliocene. Later than these 
are the Pliocene beds of the great plain of Edsemct The igneous 
rocks are of various ages, but most are of Tertiary date, . The 
oldest is a granite which intrudes through and alters the oldest 
(? Archsean) crystalline rocks. This is invaded by dykes of 
Quartz-porphyry. Quarfodiorite invades and alters the gteop 
of partially crystalline rocks. The oldest reek* m the jmwer 
series are the Andesites and Lipari&ts. These, in part, ate eift* 
than the Sarmatian stage, as the conglomerate at its base cOb¬ 
tains fragments of these ■ rocks. Bat they are oleo part of 
taer date* Where they can be studied together the Ljpwrito it 
the later of the two, as it fioWs through and carries up fragnsflWs 
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of the Andesite. The Andesite (unlike the Liparite) seems to 
have reached the suffice, in some cases, through volcanic vents. 
Bata Us and N*pktlui*-basaUs are of late Tertiary date; possibly 
they are the latest volcanic rocks of the district, but their relation 
to the other eruptive rocks of the Troad cannot be definitely 
determined. The volcanic rocks in the isolated area between 
Alimadia and Lyalar are interesting because their relative ages are 
here well seen. The earliest was melaphyre ; this was followed 
by mica-andesite, horneblcnde-andesite, augite-andesite, basalt, 
and late (if not last) by liparite, Mr. Topley, who in the absence 
of the author read the paper, explained the objects of the Assos 
Expedition and the geological results obtained by Mr. Diller. 
He gave a short account of previous literature, and mentioned 
some of the main points in which our knowledge of the Troad 
is now advanced. Mr. Topley briefly described the physical 
geography and general structure of the country, illustrating this 
by means of a section which he had prepared from Mr. Diller's 
map and p&pcr. 

Zoological Society, June 19.—Prof. Flower, F.R.S., pre¬ 
sident, in the chair.—The Secretary read an extract from a 
letter received from Mr. Albert A. C. Le Souef, containing 
observations on the colouration of the plumage of the Satin 
Bower-bird (Ptilonorhynchus holosericeus). — Prof E. Ray L»n- 
kester, F. R.S., read a memoir on the muscular and endo-keletal 
systems of Limulus and Scorpio, drawn up by himscK with the 
assistance of his two pupil*, Mr. VV. J. Barham and Mis; E. M. 
Beck The^e investigations seemed to confirm Prof, Lankester’s 
previously expressed views as to the near affinity of these two 
forms, hitherLo usually referred to different classes of the animal 
kingdom, and to justify the association of Linmlus with the 
Arachnida.—A paper was read by Dr. Gwyn Jeffreys, F.R.S., 
F.Z.S., on the Mollusca procured during the cruise of H.M.S. 
Triton between the Hebrides and Faroes in 1882. Ten new 
species of Gastropoda were described, and another species 
\Fusus sabint) was fully diagnosed. The chief interest of the 
paper consisted in the distinction of the Mollusca inhabiting the 
“warm" and "cold” areas of that sea-bed, in accordance with 
the views of I)r, Carpenter and the laic Sir Wyville Thomson. 
—A communication was read from Mr. Martin Jacobi, contain¬ 
ing descriptions of some new species of Beetles belonging to the 
family Galerucidee.—Prof. P. Martin Duncan, F.R.S., read a 
paper on the Madreporarian genus Phymastrcea of Milne- 
Edwards and Jules Haitne, and gave the description of a new 
species obtained on the west coast of India, w hich he proposed to 
call Phymastraa irregularis. —Dr. J. S. Garson, F.Z.S., read 
a paper on the anatomy of the Pygmy Hog of Nepaul (Porcula 
smvania of Hodgson), as exhibited in a female specimen of this 
animal which had lately died in the Society's Gardens. Dr. 
Ganon came to the conclusion that this animal was not suffi¬ 
ciency different from thwWfte Pigs ( 5 iu) to warrant its generic 
separation.—A communication was read from Mr. Osbert 
Salvia, F.R.S., containing an account of a series of birds col¬ 
lected by Capt A. H. Markham, R.N., at various points of the 
western shores of the Pacific, from Esouimault on the north, to 
the Straits of Magellan on the South, Including some from the 
Galapagos Islands and from the island of Juan Fernand ex.—Mr. 
E. W, White, F.Z.S., read some notes on the birds of the 
Argentine Republic, being a supplement to two former papers 
read before the Society on the t-ame subject.—A communication 
was jread from Mr. A. Boucaid, C.M.Z.S., containing an 
account of a collection of birds made in Yucatan by Mr. 
G earner, 

Sydney 

Royal Society of New South Waled, Maya.—Annual meet* 
ing.-^The number of new members elected during the year was 
forty-one, making the total number of ordinary members upon the 
roll to date 486. At the Council meeting held on December 13 it 
was unanimously resolved to award the Clarke Memorial Medal for 
theyear ft&3 to Baron Ferdinand von Mtiller, K.C.M.G., F.R.S., 
Government Botanist, Melbourne; and at the same meeting the 
Council awarded the prise of 35/., which had been offered for the 
best communication on the 11 Influence of Australian Climates and 
Features upon the Growth of Wool/ to ,Dr. Ross, M.L.A., 
Mofoftg: aod the prize for the one upon 44 The Aborigines of 
W^ptmth Wales* to Mr, John Fraser, B*A., West Maitland. 
During the year tike Society held ten meetings, at which the 
papers were readAnnual address by H, C. 
Russel}. FA.A.S.—On the geology of tike Hawkesbwry sand- 
*toae,by Rev. J. E Teniim-Wooda, F.G. 5 .—On tropical 
by H, C, Russell, JMLA.S.—On tike orbit of the late 


comet, by G. Butterfield.—On a method of determining the true 
south, by 1. S. Chard.—Notes on the progress of New South 
Wales during the years 1872 to l88r, by Christopher Rolieston, 
C.M.G.—On some marine fossils of the coal-formation of New 
South Wales, by Rev.J. E. Tcnison-Woods, F.G.S., F.L.S.— 
On some Mesozoic fossils from the Palmer River, Queensland, 
by Rev. J. E. Tenison-Woods, F.G.S., F.L.S.—On French 
geographical societies and the colonies, by E. M. de la Medee.— 
Notes on the aborigines of New Holland, by James Manning.— 
On the ashes of some Epiphytic ferns, by W, A. Dixon, F.C.S. 
—On a fossil plant formation in Central Queensland, by Rev, 
J. E. Tcnison-Woods, F.G.S., F.L.S.—The Medical and 
Microscopical Sections held regular monthly meetings The 
sum expended upon the library during the year was 422/. i2i. tod. 
At the annual meeting M. Louis Pasteur, M.D., was unani¬ 
mously elected an Honorary Member of the Society, to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of the late Dr. Charles Darwin, 
M.A., F.R.S., and Dr. Ottokar Feistmanfel of Calcutta was 
elected a Corresponding Member.—Names of the new Council:— 
President, Hon. J. Smith, C.M.G, Vice-Presidents: Charles 
Moore, F.L.S., W. A. Dixon, F.C.S. Hon. Treasurer, H. G. 
A. Wright, M.R.C.S.E. Hon. Secretaries : Prof. I.iversidge, 
F.R.S., F.G.S., Dr. Leibius, F.C.S. Members of Council: 
Robert Hunt, F.G.S., Dr. W. Morris, P. R. Pctllcy, Frederick 
Poolman, Chr. Rolledon, C.M.G., H.C. Rus.ell, F.R.A.X. 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, July 2.—M. Blanchard, president, 
in the chair.—Obituary notices of M. Maillard de la Gournerie, 
by M, Bertrand ; of Mr. William Spottiswoode, by M. Dumas; 
and of General Sabine, by M. cl'Abbadie.—On the condensa¬ 
tion and liquefaction of gases, by M. J. Jamin.—O11 the torna¬ 
does that swept over Kansas, United States, on May 30, 1879, 
by M. Faye. Although every tornado almost invariably takes 

} >Iace in the south-west quadrant of an area of co uparatively 
ow pressure (Finlay's "Report of 600 Tornadoes”), this meteo¬ 
rological condition is not to be regarded as their true cause. The 
author shows on the contrary that, like other storms and hurri¬ 
canes, they are due to whirlwinds descending with vertical axis, 
and originating, not in the lower atmospheric strata, but in the 
upper currents whose direction is entirely independent of the 
light winds previously prevailing near the surface of the earth.— 
Remarks and observation* on MM. Carl Vogt and Emile Yung’s 
treatise on practical comparative anatomy, by M. de Quatre- 
fages. For Darwin's biological tree representing all life past, 
present, and even future on the globe, Vogt and Vang substitute 
a grove composed of many distinct trees, the numb tr and species 
of which still remain to be determined. But while this concep¬ 
tion deprives • the Darwinian theory of much of its seductive 
grandeur, evolution itself can lose nothing by abandoning an 
absolute system in which mere hypothesis plays far loo large 
a part.—On a complete system of the combinations of two 
biquadratic binary forms, by M, C. Stephanos.—On a class of 
lineal equations of the fourth order, by M. E. Goursat.—On 
surfaces of the third order, by M. C. Le Page. A method 
is projxwed of Constructing a surface of the third order 
determined by nineteen points.-—On the application of Am¬ 
pere’s method to the determination of the elementary law of 
electrical induction by displacement, by M. Quet.—Electro¬ 
dynamic actions involving arbitrary functions; hypotheses de¬ 
termining these functions, by M. F. Le Cordier.—Method of 
unmagnetisine timepieces which have become magnetised by 
the vicinity of a ]>owerful magnetic field, by M. Depree.—Action 
of chiorhydric acid on the protosulphuret of tin, bv M. A. Ditte. 
—On the fusibility of salts, by M. E. Maumene.—On a new 
process of making a quantitative analysis of urea, by M. L- 
Huhgounenq.—An examination of the corpuscle* held in suspen¬ 
sion in water, by M. Eug. Marchand. —Deposits of barytine, 
celestine, and anhydrite, their association and probable mode of 
formation, by M. Dieulafait. The experiences of M. Gorgeu 
are shown to be inadequate to explain the formation of these 
substances in lodes and m saline lauds. At the same time they 
are not to be absolutely rejected, and may prove to be of great 
value when the chemical aspect of volcanic phenomena is taken 
seriously lu hand. ^Influence exorcised by the elements con¬ 
tained in sea water on the development of fresh-water animals, 
by M. H. de Varigtsy. Fr can experiments made with the spawn 
of frogs and other organisms, it appears that chloride of sodium 
(kitchen salt) is the substance most noxious to the development 
of fresh-water animals. —Application of heat to the preservation 
of wines in common use, the blends known as "vins de coupage, ’ 1 
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by M. E. Houdart. By this process all danger of fermentation 
h avoided, while the quality and appearance of the wines so 
treated remain unimpaired, 

Berlin 

Physiological Society, June 15.—In continuation of the 
experiments upon the influence of temperature upon the time 
occupied by reflex actions, which Prof, Kronecker described at 
the last meeting, Prof. Ewatd communicated observations which 
he had made upon patients who were suffering from rabies. 
These patients responded with a reflex jerk quicker in a tem¬ 
perature between o l C. and 5” C. than in temperatures between 
40*—50°, and at higher temperatures the times occupied by a 
reflex action again became shorter.—Dr. B. Boginsky spoke 
about the results of experiments which he had instituted in order 
to determine the function of the cochlea. It is well known that 
anatomical research has determined that the membrana basilaris 
of the cochlea, in which the terminal filaments of the auditory 
nerve are distributed, increases in breadth from the bottom 
towards the upper part; and Herr von Helmholtz had founded 
an hypothesis upon this to explain the differentiating perception 
of certain higher tones, viz. that the sound-waves that penetrate 
into the cochlea occasion a synchronous vibration cither in the 
broader upper half or in the narrower lower half of the mem¬ 
brana basilaris, so that the higher tones would iexcite the fibres 
of the auditory nerve distributed in the lower part, and the 
deeper notes tbe fibres distributed in the upper part. In 
animals which are low in the scale of development there is a 
similar arrangement, which consists of auditory cilia of different 
lengths, which have the same function, as the shorter ones are 
intended for the higher notes, and the longer ones for the deeper 
notes and noises, and are set into synchronous vibration by 
them. This hypothesis has been experimentally confirmed in 
the case of the auditory cilia of the lower animals, and it had 
actually turned out true that deep notes produced vibrations in 
the long hairs, and high notes in the short ones. Herr Baginsky 
now undertook to test the hypothesis of Herr von Helmholtz 
experimentally on the cochlea of higher animals. After he had 
succeeded in overcoming the great practical difficulties, he 
wounded the top of the cochlea of the healthy ear in dogs which 
had been made absolutely deaf of their ether ear, and then 
observed their hearing powers by means of the different notes of 
organ-pipes between r and r""\ On the third day after the 
immediate consequences of the operative interference had dis¬ 
appeared, it was found that the dogs responded perfectly to the 
notes < J,, \ c"\ but were deaf to the deeper notes. This 

condition remained unaltered for weeks, and when the animal 
that bad been the subject of experiment was killed, the post¬ 
mortem examination showed that the top only of the cochlea had 
been wounded, and that the filaments of the auditory nerve that 
were distributed to that portion were destroyed. Less precise 
were the results of the experiments in which the lower } art of 
the cochlea was destroyed; in these cases absolute deafness 
occurred in a succession of cases ; in other cases, again, the dogs 
responded to high as well as to low notes, to the latter, perhaps, 
a little better ; and again, in other cases, on the other band, the 
dogs only responded to the notes c t c\ r", while they were deaf to 
the higher notes. But this condition only lasted some fourteen days; 
then hearing power for the higher notes set in again, and soon 
reached the same sensitiveness as that for the deep notes. Post¬ 
mortem examination showed in these various cases different 
degrees of distinction occasioned by the operation. Herr 
Baginsky believes that he has by his experiments, in particular 
by the results of lesion of the top of the cochlea, verified ex¬ 
perimentally for the mammalian cochlea the hypothesis of von 
Helmholtz.—Dr. B. Frankel spoke concerning the different 
views of authors as to the behaviour of the pbaryngo-nasal 
isthmus during the phonation of vowels, and about the attempts 
which have been made, up to the present inconclusive, to prove 
the closure or the patency of the isthmus. He himself has be¬ 
come convinced by his observations that in the phonation of all 
vowels the communication between the pharynx and nasal cavity 
remains patent, although more or less narrowed, dnd he demon¬ 
strated this partly by means of a spirit-manometer, one of whose 
limbs was brought into connection with one nostril, at the same 
time closing the other nostril while he was sounding the letter, 
or by means of a flame towards which he directed an elastic tule 
which was in connection with both nostrils. Not only on pro¬ 
nouncing A, but also with !E, O, I, and U, a current of air was 
seen to issue from the nose. Dr. Frankel then discussed the 
various varieties of nasal speech, of which he distinguishes three 


anatomical varieties, and finally gave his view as to the ftznctkm 
of the uvula, which occurs only in man and in tome of the 
higher apes, vis. that it baa got nothing to do with the abutting 
off the bthmus nasopharyngeus or any connection at all with 
speech ; it serves rather to protect the larynx in swallowing by 
dividing mouthfuls of solid food and drink into two portions, 
and thus compelling them to slip down on either side of the 
larynx ; it likewise forms an elongation of the epiglottis.—Prof, 
Kronecker gave a short exposition of a demonstration which 
Dr. Openschewsky gave to the Society. In experimenting on 
the influence of the vagus and upon tne gastric movements, it 
was observed that when the peripheral end of the gastric branch 
of the vagus is stimulated by single currents, the contraction of 
the cardia does not occur until after the cessation of the stimu¬ 
lations, although during the continuance of these no contraction 
of the stomach is observed, when a certain frequency of repe¬ 
tition of the stimuli has been attained. This induced Dr. 
Openschewsky to examine more closely the inhibitory action of 
the vagus. It has now been known for a good many years that 
in high degrees of anaemia the cardia executes spontaneous 
rhythmical contractions; by ligature of the coronary artery this 
anarmia could be artificially produced 'and the rhythmical con¬ 
tractions could be produced in the cardia. If the peripheral 
ends of the gastric branches of the vagus were now stimulated, 
an inhibition of these movements of the cardia regularly occurred, 
which lasted as long as the stimulation of the vagus. It is thus 
proved that the gastric branches of the vagus contain inhibitory 
as well as excitant fibres, exactly as its cardiac branches ; and 
Dr. Openschewsky proposes to work out this part of the physio¬ 
logy of the vagus still further. 

Vienna 

Imperial Academy of Sciences, April 12.—M. Abeles, 
on secretion from the living kidney if floated through with 
blood.—E. Hussak, on cordierite in volcanic outcasts,— 
E. Zuckerkandl, on the communications between the arteries 
of the human lung.—J. Wroblewski and K. Olszewski, on 
the liquefaction of oxygen and solidification of carbon di¬ 
sulphide and alcohol.—G. Goldschmidt, on pyrene-quinone.— 
T. von Oppolzer, tables to determine eclipses of the moon.—J. 
Liznar, a note on the theory of Lamart's variation apparatus for 
horizontal intensity. 
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CHOLERA PROSPECTS 

T HE early history of cholera is involved in a good deal 
of obscurity, and it was not until 1817, when the 
disease caused a terrible mortality amongst our troops in 
India, and subsequently spread into different parts of the 
Asiatic continent, that any noteworthy attention was 
given to it by European observers. It is very possible 
that even previous to the present century cholera had 
made its way into Europe, but the first trustworthy record 
of its course westwards was in 1831, when it travelled by 
way of Russia and the Baltic, and, a9 far as we know, 
made its appearance for the first time in England. In 
the following year it became widely prevalent in this 
country. In the years 1848 49, and again in 1853 54, 
cholera travelled to Europe and England from the East, 
taking much the same route as it did in 1831-32. The 
last outbreak from which we have suffered was in 1865-66, 
the disease being imported into Southampton in 1865, 
and reappearing both in the metropolis and in several 
other parts of the United Kingdom in the following year. 
But on this occasion the infection for the first time 
reached us through Egypt, having travelled there in the 
track of the Mohammedan pilgrims, who were on their 
return from Mecca, and being then distributed along the 
linei of steamboat traffic which, starting from Alexandria 
as a centre, radiate towards ports in the Mediterranean 
and on our own shores. In 1866 the disease became 
epidemic in the metropolis, and its special incidence in 
the East End was shown to be in the main due to the 
polluted character of the water delivered to that part of 
London. 

The disease is once more prevalent in Egypt; it has 
already caused over 2000 deaths in a few towns in the 
delta of the Nile, and the prospect of its spread to the 
several ports of Europe is regarded with universal 
concern. 

The etiology of cholera, in so far as relates to its influ¬ 
ence in this country, does hot admit of much doubt. The 
infection must be actually imported into our midst; it 
has never yet been imported except through human 
agency, and the poison appears to be all but, if not 
entirely, limited to the discharges from the bowels and to 
the matter vomited by the patients. Where these go the 
poison goes; hence sewers and drains receiving them 
tend to become channels for conveying the disease; soil 
fouled by them may, by leading to the pollution of well 
and other waters, as also by adrial emanations, favour its 
diffusion; and, to a less extent probably, the bed-liafen 
and personal clothing of the sick may become vehicles of 
infection. In all essential respects the disease appears 
to spread under much the same conditions as favour the 
spread of enteric or typhoid ism* and, like that disease, 
it has in tbio country mainly been associated with the 
use of water supplies, which have been subjected to the 
risk of receiving the specific infection. What that infec¬ 
tion consists in is not yet known, but judging from 
analogy it is a definite organism capable of reproducing 
itt owa kind under those conditions of filth which we 
adWMihteA with the spread of 
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the disease. In the case of anthrax, which /causes 
the so-called wool-sorter’s disease in may" and in 
the case of relapsing or famine fever, the microscope 
has succeeded in showing the organisms Which lead to 
the production of those specific affections ; but in the case 
of cholera no such results have as yet been attained, and 
this notwithstanding the laborious microscopic and other 
researches which have been made in India and else¬ 
where. 

Having regard to the fact that cholera is as yet confined 
to Egypt, and that any spread may be expected to follow 
on the lines of human intercourse, the most obvious 
means of staying its spread to this country would at first 
sight appear to consist in quarantine measures. Such 
measures are already in force all along the Mediterranean, 
and even on the Atlantic coasts of Portugal, Spain, and 
France, but England has decided to adopt no such course, 
and our Government have acted wisely in arriving at this 
decision. Quarantine, in order to be efficient, must 
exclude all the healthy as well as the sick who arrive in 
our ports after having passed through the infected area, 
and if there be really reason to believe that vessels so 
arriving contain within them the germs of infection, and 
that those on board are liable to contract cholera, the 
result of detaining suspected fleets of merchant and 
passenger ships at the entrance of our ports until the last 
of those who are susceptible have suffered from the 
disease can be more readily imagined than described. 
In point of cruelty and selfishness such a practice could 
probably not find its equal. But, as a matter of fact, 
quarantine invariably fails to effect its intended purpose ; 
those countries which practise it most rigidly are those 
to which cholera has almost invariably spread, and 
the line of loaded rifles and fixed bayonets by which 
quarantine measures have surrounded Daraietta and 
Man surah, the two first towns infected in Egypt, have 
certainly not succeeded in preventing extension of the 
disease along the lines of railway in the direction of Cairo 
and of Alexandria. For some thirty years we in England 
have trusted to a different system ^and that system, which 
is known as one of u medical inspection / 1 has received 
the formal assent of the delegates of the Cholera Con¬ 
ference which met at Vienna in 1866. Instead of herding 
the healthy together with the sick, we endeavour to deal 
with the sick and their infected things in such a way as 
to prevent the spread of infection to the healthy. To 
take an example. A ship arrives from Port Said in the 
Thames. Off Gravesend it is boarded by a Customs 
officer, to whom written statements as to the health of all 
present or previous passengers must be made. If any 
case either of cholera or of suspicious diarrhoea has 
occurred, the vessel is defamed for a period sufficient to 
allow of a medical examination of all passengers and the 
crew by an official of the Port Sanitary Authority, who in 
turn hare power to remove to their hospital ship all infec¬ 
tious patients, to detain for a period of probation all 
suspicious cases of sickness, and to disinfect the vessel 
and all infected articles. The really healthy are however 
permitted to land, and the vessel itself is detained no 
longer than is,needed in the interests of health. 

So far as the importation of the disease is concerned, 
our national system tends to greater security than a pro¬ 
cess bf rigid quarantine, which would certainly be evaded 
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as it has been heretofore. It remains for all who are 
concerned to see that our water sources, whether public 
or private, shall be free from all risk of contamination, 
and so to arrange our means of house and of public 
drainage as to secure all dwellings against the entrance 
of sewer air into them. Much has been done in these 
directions since cholera last threatened our shores, but 
more remains to be done if we are to rid ourselves of all 
the conditions which will tend to favour the spread of 
that disease should it succeed in finding an entrance into 
our country. 

MODERN PERSIA 

The Land of the Lion and Sun ; or, Modern Persia. By 
C. J. Wills, M.D. (London ; Macmillan and Co., 

O NE of the “ Fathers, 1 ' the great Austin we believe 
of Hippo, when asked which was the first Christian 
virtue, replied, Humility ! And the second? Humility ! 
And the third ? Still Humility! So Dr. Wills would 
seem consciously or unconsciously to think that of 
travellers the first, second, and third virtue is anecdote / 
The result of this belief is one of the most graphic and 
entertaining books of travel ever published. With 
anecdote it begins, with anecdote it ends, and its sub¬ 
stance *is anecdote, and all these endless anecdotes are 
themselves distinguished by three cardinal virtues. They 
are characteristic, they are well told, and they are' 
infinitely varied. By way of experiment we have opened 
the book at haphazard at twelve different places, and at 
every place there was an anecdote, some pithy story or 
other illustrating the social customs and habits of the 
Persians and even of the very plants and animals of the 
Iranian world, where the author’s lot was cast for the 
space of fifteen years (1866-1881) as “ one of the medical 
officers of Her Majesty’s Telegraph Department in 
Persia.” On one of the pages thus exposed occurs the 
subjoined incident bearing directly on the “ scorpion 
controversy ” recently carried on in the correspondence 
columns of Nature :— 

“A story was told me by the late Dr. Fagergren, a 
Swede who had been twenty-five years in Shiraz, to the 
effect that scorpions, when they see no chance of -escape, 
commit suicide; and he told me that when one was sur¬ 
rounded by a circle of live coals, it ran round three times 
and then stung itself to death. 1 did not credit this, 
supposing that the insect was probably scorched and so 
died. I happened one dav to catch an enormous scorpion 
of the black variety, and to try the accuracy of what I 
supposed to be a popular superstition, I prepared in my 
courtyard a circle of live charcoal a yard in diameter. X 
cooled the bricks with water, so that the scorpion could 
not be scorched, and tilted him into the centre of the 
open space. He stood stilt for a moment, then to my 
astonishment ran rapidly round the circle three times* 
came back to the centre, turned up his tail where the sting 
is, and deliberately by three blows stabbed or stung him¬ 
self in the head; he was dead in an instant. Of this 
curious scene I was an eye-witness, and 1 'have seen it 
repeated by a friend in exactly the same way since, on 
my telling the thing, and with exactly the same result. 
For the truth of this statement I am prepared to vouch" 
<P- *49). 

More startling is the account at p. 307 of the “ house- ] 
snake and sparrow.” 


“ One morning 1 heard a great twittering of birds, and 
on looking out 1 saw some thirty sparrows on the top of a 
half-wall. They were all jumping about in a very everted 
manner, and opening their beaks as if enraged, screaming 
and chattering. Presently I saw a pale-yellow coloured 
snake deliberately advancing towards them front the 
ornamented wooden window from which he hung. tFbey 
appeared all quite fascinated, and none attempted to fly 
away. The snake did not take the nearest, butdeliber- 
ately chose one and swallowed him. I got my gun, 
and notwithstanding the entreaties of my servants, some 
of whom wept, assuring me that the reptile was inhabited 
by the late master of the house, 1 gave him a dose of 
duckshot. He was a big snake, some four feet long. I 
cut him open and extracted the sparrow. After some ten 
minutes’ exposure to the sun, the bird got up, and after 
half an hour flew away apparently unhurt. The snake 
was not a venomous one, nor do we find venomous ones 
in houses in Persia.” 

Suitable also for the columns of a scientific journal may 
be the subjoined about the ,f transit of Venus ” 

“ On the high road to the capital from the Caspian the 
members of the expedition sent by the German Govern¬ 
ment to observe the transit of Venus mtfPa lovely vision 
in habit and hat on a prancing steed. They halted, 
saluted, and declared their errand, 

“ * To observe the transit of Venus, ah, well, you can go 
| home now, gentlemen, your duty is done, good bye ; 9 and 
the pretty vision disappears at a smart canter 'away in 
the ewigkeit/ as Hans Breitmann says. That joke 
dawned on those Germans after some hours” (p. 331), 

Dr. Wills has naturally a good deal to say about the 
Persian system of medicine, which “has its advantages 
in its delightful simplicity. All diseases are cold or hot. 
All remedies are hot or cold. A hot disease requires a 
cold remedy, and vice versd. Now if the Persian doctor 
is called in, and has any doubt as to the nature of the 
j disorder, he prescribes a hot treatment, let us say. If the 
patient gets better, he was right; if worse, then he pre* 

! scribes a cold remedy, and sticks to it. He thus gets 
| over all need for diagnosis, all physiological treatment* 
i and he cannot, according to his own lights, be wrong. 

I ... His fee is a few pence, or more generally he under- 
j takes the case on speculation: so much , of which he is 
I lucky if he gets half, if the patient gets well; nothing if 
he doesn’t. . . . Remedies and contrivances of a bar¬ 
barous nature, such as putting the patient in fresh horse- 
dung, or sowing him up in a raw hide, are the rule rather 
than the exception ” (p. 34). 

Talismans, spells, and charms of all sorts are also 
much relied upon, in connection with which a charac¬ 
teristic story is told :— 

“During the cholera in Shiraz I was attending the 
daughter of the high priest, who was sitting surrounded 
by a crowd of friends, petitioners, and parasites. He was 
writing charms against the cholera. I, out of curiosity, 
asked him for one; it was simply a strip of paper cm 
which was written a mere scribble, which meant nothing 
at all. I took it and carefully put it away. He told me 
that when attacked by cholera I had but to swallow It 
and it would prove an effectual remedy. I thanked him 
very seriously, and went my way. That day he c4Ued 
ana presented me with two sheep and a huge cake of 
sugar-candy weighing thirty pounds 1 I did not quite sue 
why he gave me the present-but he laughingly told me 
that my serious reception of his talisman had convinced 
the many bystanders of its great value, and a charm 
desired by an unbelieving European doctor must 
potent indeed. 1 You see, you might have laughed at 
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beard ; you did not 1 am grateful. But if I could only | 
say that you had eaten my charm, ah—then ! * 1 Well/ I 
replied, 4 say so if you like/ and our interview ended" 

( P • *$*)• 

Like most Europeans who have lived long amongst 
them, our author learnt to regard with very kindly 
feelings the simple-minded natives who with all their 
faults are endowed with many noble qualities of head and 
heart. The Persian 13 here described as “ hospitable 
and obliging, as honest as the general run of mankind» 
and especially well disposed towards the foreigner. 
Home virtues amongst the Persians are many. He is 
very kind and indulgent to his children, and as a son 
his respect for both parents is excessive. But the full 
stream of his love and reverence is reserved for his 
mother; and an undutiful son or daughter is hardly ever 
known in the country”(p. 314). Here of course follows 
a flood of anecdotes, some of which serve also to illus¬ 
trate the character of the Armenians, of whom he has 
little good to say. “ I will not trust myself/ he writes, 
“ to give my opinion of the Armenians. Of course I have 
known brilliant exceptions; but when 1 say that I indorse 
all that Morier, Malcolm, Lady Shiel, and the standard 
writers oil Persia have said of these people, 1 need not 
add that my impression is unfavourable in the extreme. 
They possess one good quality, however, thrift” (p. 316). 

In a work professing to give little more than personal 
experiences, valuable because derived from a lengthy 
residence in every part of the country, it would be unfair 
to look for any systematic information regarding the 
physical features, products, or natural resources of the 
land. Nevertheless, many useful details connected with 
these points occur here and there, and the statements 
made regarding the abundance and extraordinary cheap¬ 
ness of good provisions in all the fertile provinces would 
seem to justify the conclusion that Persia is not yet quite 
“played out* 1 Cheese and butter at twopence a pound, 
flour and bread at a penny in the towns and much less in 
villages, eggs at ninepence per four or five dozen, quails 
and partridges at fourpence a brace, hares at fourpence 
each, lamb and mutton at proportionately low rates, make 
Persia “the poor man’s paradise, in fact, to live in, the 
cheapest country in the world” (p. 298). 

The work is furnished with a convenient glossary 
and an index, which contains some rather amusing 
entries; but there are neither maps nor illustrations 
beyond a solitary chupper-khana (posthouse) facing the 
title-page. But no such attractions were needed to render 
the " Land of the Lion and Sun” a far more entertain¬ 
ing book than most of our fashionable three-volume 
novels. . A. H. Keane 


CHLOROPHYLL CORPUSCLES AND PIGMENT 
BODIES IN PLANTS 

Ueber die Enhvickelung der Chlorophyllkomer und 
Farbkorper* By A, W. F. Schimpcr. (Bot, Zeitung, 

***3.) 

Ueber Chlorophyllkomer, Sttirkebildner tend Farbktirper, 
By A. Meyer. (BoL Centralblatt, 1882,) 
^ONTftlBtJTlQNS to a more exact knowledge of the 
^ Contents of the vegetable c»U have increased of late 
extent which justifies the hopethat some generalisa¬ 


tion of the facts may before long be possible; meanwhile, 
botanists must have experienced a feeling akin to dismay 
at the scattered condition of much of the literature, and 
the apparent hopelessness of collating the facts dealing 
with normal and abnormal celj contents. The works of 
Strasburger, Schmitz, Schimpcr, and others have already 
cleared the way 10 a better comprehension of tnany 
details, especially with regard to the cell nucleus and 
starch grains ; but with each step it has been felt that the 
pushing back of the phenomena towards* a common cause 
has raised other difficulties hitherto unforeseen. 

In the isolated position of such structures as chloro¬ 
phyll grains and pigment corpuscles as unexplained cell 
contents, we have an illustration of wide significance in 
this connection, and the attempt to bring all such bodies 
as these and the “starch-forming corpuscles” of Schimpcr 
into definite relationship one with another must be wel¬ 
comed as promising much simplification of nomenclature 
and discussion, the more so, since these relationships are 
now shown to be genetic, and therefore real. Scbimper 
in Bonn, and A. Meyer in Strasburg, proceeding inde¬ 
pendently, have arrived at the conclusion that the chloro¬ 
phyll corpuscles, “starch-forming corpuscles,” and pig¬ 
ment bodies of the higher plants are simply the more or 
less modified and mature conditions of certain minute 
protoplasmic structures found together with the nucleus 
in the youngest cells of any meristem. 

Whereas botanists have assumed that chlorophyll 
grams, starch-formers, nuclei, &c., are produced free in 
the protoplasm of the cell, we are now called upon to note 
thait such is not the case ; but that these bodies arise from 
distinct structures present in the young cell from its 
earliest existence, and that any pigment (green or other¬ 
wise), starch grains (directly assimilated or not), &c., 
found in connection with the structures named, arise by 
later changes in the substance of the protoplasmic cor¬ 
puscles produced by continuous growth and division of 
the few, minute 44 plastids” found in the young cell. 

Meyer and Schimper agree in all essential points re¬ 
garding the relationship and development of these bodies,, 
and the slight differences in details and nomenclature 
between the two investigators in no way affect the main 
question. 

To quote an example, we may take Schimperis descrip¬ 
tion of the development of the pigment bodies occurring 
in the flower of Hemerocaliis fulva. The cells of the 
perigone contain brick-red crystalline needles or three- 
pointed tablets, which arise as follows 

In the very young flower bud, the cells contain, besides the 
nucleus and cell-protoplasm, minute bodies which Schimper 
names plastidia —a general term for these bodies in all, 
meristems, and independent of any function afterwards 
performed by them. When the flower bud is already 
green the plastidia nearest the light have acquired a dis¬ 
tinct green colour, and function, no doubt, as chlorophyll 
corpuscles; all such green plastidia are called by 
Schimper chloroplastidia . The plastidia in the cells 

more deeply situated, however, remain pale, and may be - 
called leukoplastidia. All stages intermediate between 
IcukoplastuHa and chloroplastidia occur. The small lenti¬ 
cular chloropUxstidia increase m size, become flatter, and 
divide as the cell grows. They then become narrower 
and pointed, some becoming needle- or spindle-shaped ; 
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a few remain broad, and finally acquire a triangular form 
with sharply pointed corners. 

Meanwhile, the colour passes through intermediate 
dirty shades from green to brick-red ; and, some time 
before the flower bud opens the ultimate shape and colour 
are attained, and the bodies are now called ckromo- 
plastnlia. Many similar instances have established the 
connection between the three kinds of plastidia, v c.g. 
petals of Senecio, Beilis , Tropaolum, fruits of Sorbus, 
Rosa, Lonicera, &c. 

The primitive plastidia are universally present in the 
meristems of the higher plants, and have now been found 
in so many seeds and embryos, that Schimper suggests 
that they no doubt exist in the embryo-s^c and oosphere 
from the first. All the chloroplasts of the plumule and 
stem-axis, &c., arise by division of the plastidia in the 
pUKclatn vegetalionis of the young stem ; these may be 
green from a very early stage, or acquire their green 
colour later, or remain colourless (leukoplasts). In cases 
where the leukoplasts form large starch grains, we have 
the Sttirkebildncr discovered by Schimper in 1880 ; all 
the kinds of plastidia , however, may be fou id in connec¬ 
tion with starch grains, which often become resorbed 
later. 

In the same way r all the chloroplasts , leukoplasts , and 
chromoplasts of the roots arise by division and differentia¬ 
tion of the few primitive plastidia in the punctum vegela- 
tionis of the radicle. 

Since chloroplasts or leukoplasts are found at a very 
early age in the embryos of Crucifers , Leguminosa , 
Geraniacece , and many others, Schimper considers it 
probable that the)' arise from primitive plastidia in 
the oosphere. Chloroplasts and leukoplasts (as starch¬ 
forming corpuscles) arc visible in the embryo of Linum 
austriacum when it consists of eight cells only, and 
the minute starch-grains observed in the embryo sac 
and oosphere of that plant are no doubt contained in 
leukoplasts— which become green afterwards and are ! 
then visible. Schimper finds that the primitive plas¬ 
tidia may remain colourless as leukoplasts —which, if 
they form starch grains, are the Starkebildner of his 
earlier papers—or may become chloroplasts , as is usual 
(but by no means universal) in cells exposed to light, 
which remain green, or pass over into chromoplasts (most 
flowers and fruits). Nevertheless, the order of change is 
not fixed, and no sharp lines can be drawn—thus, a 
leukoplast may become green, and function as a chloro- 
plast for a time, and finally lose its colour again, and 
become a leukoplast . 

The Characece seem to be the earliest plants in which 
all three forms of these bodies occur; the apical ceils 
containing leukoplasts , and the antheridia red chromo¬ 
plasts. Schimper suggests that if the oosphere is proved 
to contain already formed plastidia, , it will support the 
view that the higher green plants owe their origin to 
symbiosis of green and colourless organisms. ( The author 
enters into no particulars, however, concerning this hypo* 
thesis, which appears by no means obvious in the light 
of other considerations. 

1 A. Moyer teron (he bodies aoa^pUwta (=n l«ucopla*iidia\ auto~pU*ta 
(3= chloropUsiidia), and chrom^ptasta (s* chromophutulla) retpoctirely. He 
um* the generic term tmphofUst* to *iriW*oe alt collectively. We may call 
them teuko-, chloro-, and chrorao*pl«t$, linos these names imply no 
functional peculiarities. 


The following may be selected as further illustrations 
of Schimper's work;— 

1. Leucoplasts arise from colourless plastidia (roots, 
&c.) or, more rarely, from chloroplasts (eg. fruit of 
Sympkoricarpus) . They may become green chloroplasts 
(many embryos), or function as Starkebildner (e.g r 
deeply-situated cells), or remain apparently without 
function (eg. epidermis cells). In many flowers they 
become chromoplasts. 

2. Chloroplasts (i.e. chlorophyll corpuscles) arise from 
the growth and division of primitive plastidia which are 
already green, or by the development of green colouring- 
matter in leukoplasts exposed to light. They often 
become chromoplasts later. 

3. Chromoplasts .—All shades occur between pure car¬ 
mine-red and greenish-yellow—never blue—the earlier 
statements being based on errors of observation, 1 

The development of the colouring matter i 3 frequently 
attended by a disappearance of the starch grains on or in 
the leukoplast or chloroplast from which the chromoplast 
arises. As sometimes occurs with other bodies, the 
spindles, needle3, and tablets produced as the ultimate 
forms of the chromoplasts appear to proceed from a pro¬ 
cess of crystallisation of certain of the proteid contents 
of the chromoplast from a formless matrix of living pro¬ 
toplasm. In these cases the pigmented tablets, needles, 
rods, &c., must be regarded as crystalloids. More rarely 
the proteids of the leukoplasts and Chromoplasts separate 
in the same crystalline form . 

Schimper distinguishes three types of chromoplasts 

1. The spherical type, found in the arillus of Taxus, 
fruit of Solatium, &c. 

2. Two or more pointed needles, tablets, &c. ( of 
Hemerocallis , Ltlium, Tropaolum, and other flowers. In 
the fruits of Rosa, Lonicera, &c., both these types occur 
together. 

3. In this type the chromoplasts are rod-shaped— e.g. 
flowers of Tulipa, root of Daucus, fire. 

No relations can be discovered between the form, &c., 
of any of these bodies and the natural groups In which 
they occur. H. MARSHALL WARb 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

The Forests of England and the Management of them 
in Bygone Times . By John Croumbie Brown, LL.D. 
(Edinburgh : Oliver and Boyd, 1883.) 

French Forest Ordinance of 1069, with Historical Sketch 
of Previous Treatment of Forests-in France* Com* 
piled and Translated by John Croumbie Brown, LL.D. 
(Edinburgh ; Oliver and Boyd, 1883.) 

These two little books, published almost simultaneously 
but in the order in which their titles are given above, have 
been written, as Dr. Brown tells us, u as a small contribu¬ 
tion to the literature of Britain on subjects pertaining to 
forest science.*' The author has shown in previous 
writings on kindred subjects the scarcity of English 
literature on forestry as compared with that of France 
and Germany, and he again draws attention to this fact 
by copious extracts in " The Forests of England ” from a 
little work of his on “The Schools.Forestry ip 
Europe/' published In 1877, 

The forests of England, exclusive of their practical 
utility, have played a not unimportant port in the history 

* Schimper potato out fcov easily each bpStaa m tfctt* to* fcltotodbyjn*- : 
c**d« hurtful to th* cell ; they sunt b* dfatawd m perfectly feath, uficift... 
aAd nainfrttd cells, * , ■ % . . ■■ ■ , • Tf • 
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of our country# and consequently any records or facts 
connected with thet^i have a charm both for the forester 
as well as for the general reader. Dr. Brown's book on 
“The Forests of England" is therefore far from dry 
reading, treating as it does of such well-known forests and 
parks as Sherwood, Epping, Dean, and the New Forests, 
Woolmer, Whitlebury, Windsor, Malvern, Cannock, and 
Hatfield Chases, See. 

A good deal of attention is being directed at the present 
time to the preservation of our forests in their natural 
beauty, and we should hope that Dr. Brown's books will 
at least have the effect of sharpening the interest of those 
who have hitherto been indifferent about the works of 
draining and planting that are always ready to be put for¬ 
ward as improvements, but which are for the most part of 
a character that should not be allowed to be carried out 
without deep and serious consideration by those qualified 
to advise. 

" French Forest Ordinance ” is a book of a more practi¬ 
cal character than the preceding, inasmuch as it deals 
more with forest treatment and legislation in France, 
nevertheless it contains much of interest. The following 
extract from Chapter III. will explain : “ It has been men¬ 
tioned that the forests were exploited at that time [middle of 
seventeenth century] on a system of exploitation known 
as jardinage or furetage . The method of exploitation 
so designated is that which is generally followed in the 
management of woods in England, and of forests in our 
colonies—felling a tree here and there, and leaving the 
others standing—and is called in French forest economy 
jardinage, or gardening, from its similarity to the proce¬ 
dure of a gardener gathering leeks, onions, turnips, 
carrots, cabbages, or cauliflowers—taking one here ana 
there, not at haphazard, but with some principle for his 
guidance—it may be to thin them~it may be to gather in 
the mature, and leave the others to grow ; and called 
furetage ,01 ferreting, from the similarity of the woodmans 
procedure in seeking out what trees to fell—to what is 
called, from the conduct of a ferret, ferreting out what is 
wanted when it does not at once appear." 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of, rejected manuscripts , 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications . 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible. The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
ff communications containing interesting and novel facts. \ 

“ Waterepouta " on the Little Bahama Bank—Whirl¬ 
wind at Grand Cayman 

We have received the following communication, by an officer 
of H.M. surveying vessel Sparrowhawk , employed in the West 
Indies, from the Hydrographer to the Admiralty :— 

Being much interested In the subject of waterspouts and their 
formation, and having failed to find anything about than in the 
works of recognised authorities, I venture to record some per¬ 
sonal experiences together with what information Z have been 
able to collect from the inhabitants of Alaco and the adjacent 
bays. 

During the summer months waterspouts are common on the 
Little Bahama Bank. I have seen seven at once in water vary¬ 
ing from ten feet to over a hundred fathom?, and I am informed 
that fifteen have been observed. 

1 have noticed that the first movement which eventually pro¬ 
duces a Waterspout is a whirlwind on the inrface of the water 
gradually increasing in velocity of rotation and decreasing its 
diameter as it travels along before the prevailing wind. The 
spmy irlifted to ft height of from five to ten feet, and then gradu- 
wly mdta away, assuming the appearance of hot air, which is 
visible (still rotating) to a similar height above the spray. A 
cotton amongst the clouds soon becomes apparent, a tongue is 
ptotrudcd,smd the spout becomes visible from the top downwards. 


On one occasion a portion of a fput appeared for a moment 
in mid air above the disturbance on the t unace of the water. 

Although these appearances are commonly called “ water- 
spout?," F am informed by men who. have been caught in them 
that they contain no water, and should be properly called "wind- 
spouts , the small fore-and-aft-rigged schooners that ply on the 
bank do not fear them, although a prudent captain would probably 
shorten sail to one. 1 have been unable to hear of an accident 
having occurred through a vessel being caught in a waterspout. 

They frequently cross the land, but no water falls ; they take 
up any light articles, such as clothes spread out to dry, straw, 
&c , that happen to be in their course, but have never been 
known to carry anything along with them for a distance. 

At Grand Cayman Island 1 noticed a whirlwind on the water, 
of somewhat similar appearance to tho^e of the Little Bahama 
Bank just mentioned, though there was no cloud above it; the 
place where it appeared was a sheet of shoal water between the 
fringing reef and the shore, about one cable in breadth and 
three to ten feet deep, 'ihe whirlwind passed about fifty yards 
from where I stood ; its estimated diameter was fifteen feet, and 
it whirled rapidly from left to right \ the spray was lifted from 
the surface in a revolving sheet to a height of ten feet, but ap¬ 
peared to get thinner towards the top, and gradually melted away 
till it looked like the air over a boiling cauldron visible to a 
height of ten feet above tbe spray. I estimated its rate of pro¬ 
gression at five knots ; tbe wind was light (force 2). The whirl¬ 
ing spray made a continuous hissing noise like a fast boat under 
sail passing close ; it caused no particular wave on the beach 
and left no wake; its character was unchanged for half a mile, 
when I lost sight of it by its passing a point. 

The inhabitants informed me that in their memory several 
whirlwinds had passed, but none had been known to cross the 
land. Morris H. Smyth 

A Remarkable Meteor 

A METEOR was seen at Hendon on the 6lh inrt., at §.$3 p.m., 
in a clear sky, and broad daylight. The course by compass was 
from north-ea^t to east, at an altitude of about 27“ above the 
horizon when first seen, and 22 0 when it disappeared, after 
being visible six or seven second*. I drew the attention of a 
friend, in whose garden we were standing, to it. He saw it 
about three seconds, and compared it to a stream of fire. 1 
learnt later that it was also seen by parties boating on the waters 
at the Welsh Harp, but could not get any particulars beyond tbe 
fact that it was seen. Its passage appeared attended by intense 
comburtion. It first appeared as a circular ball of fire, but 
speedily lost a spherical shape, and became pointed, resembling, 
somewhat a spear head, as though the change in appearance were 
due to the resistance of the atmosphere. From a deep red at 
first it becameof a decided golden colour, to change to a brilliant 
white just before or as it disappeared. There was nothing, 
special about the disappearance. 1 \ F. D. 

London, W* 

The Function of the Sound-Poet in the Violin 

I read with much interest the part of Dr. Huggins's paper 
which relates to the above subject, having myself tried numerous 
experiments in the same direction. The conclusions I arrived 
at do not so much differ from those set forth in the paper, as that 
I venture to think they go a step further. It is on this plea 
that I ask for the acceptance of the following observations :— 

It is undoubtedly true that the soundest of a violin does 
communicate the vibrations from thp belly of the instrument to 
tbe back ; but, as will be hereafter seen, these vibrations are not 
of an order to reinforce the sound except to n limited extent. By 
far the most important function of the sound-post is that it acts 
as a prop to the belly in such a position and in such a maimer 
as to enable the latter to give out a more resonant order of 
waves. The back may, and does, give out a modicum of sound, 
but it is especially tbe belly which becomes more resonant under 
the influence of the prop than without it. 

In the first place, When the sound-poht is removed, the belly 
of th« violin is then an uninterrupted elastic table with a vibra¬ 
tion rate of its own, its greatest elasticity being just at the part 
where the bridge is situated, Now it may safely be predicted, 
without resorting to experiment, that this specific rate of vibra¬ 
tion of the belly itself will interfere with the varying rates of 
vibration communicated to it by the strings. That it is so, how¬ 
ever, I have conclusively proved by actual experiments in great 
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variety, and when such interference takes place the tone is 
always meagre, as described by Dr, Huggins. 

But it will naturally occur that there must be on* note in the 
scale of the instrument which will coincide in Its vibrations with 
those of the belly when in this unsupported condition, and that 
this note ought to be exceptionally loud. It is so in fact, but 
not to the extent that might at first be supposed. This is 
because in reality, as 1 shall try to explain, the injurious effect 
of interference doe* not include the whole question, When a 
tuning-fork is struck and held out of contact with a resonant 
body, it gives out a very feeble sound. The cause of this, as is 
well known, is that each half-wave is compensated and partly 
annulled by the succeeding half taking place in the opposite 
direction. A string stretched between two non-resonant sup¬ 
ports does the same when plucked or bowed in the middle. In 
like manner, the belly of a fiddle, when unsupported by a sound- 
post, is under conditions which are very similar to those of the 
string. The most yielding part is immediately beneath the 
bridge, under the impulses of which every point of every longi¬ 
tudinal fibre moves up and down in the same pha*e t and every 
half-vibration cancels the effect of the half immediately pre¬ 
ceding. The sound is corres|>oudingly feeble. The wave, in 
fact, is not a true one. It is a to-and-fro, self-compensating 
motion all along the line. If the bridge were placed near one 
end of the instrument, the ca e would be different. It* near¬ 
ness to a support or fulcrum on one side would cause the free 
part on the other side to break into a wave of progression, which 
is the true dynamic sound-giving wave. The office of the sound- 
post is precisely this. It forms a node at a particular part under 
the influence of which the wave is converted into one of contrary 
phases all over the surface. Such a wave travels in wood at 
amazing rapidity, and the consequence is that every half vibration 
reaches its limit and strikes the air almost before the other half 
has commenced its career, and therefore before it has had time to 
interfere with its dynamic effect. Tbc best position of the node 
is found to be just behind the e string, because the higher the 
note the greater is the firmness required. The («• string is 
further removed from the support, because the lower notes 
require greater freedom of motion, but it still partakes of its 
advantages. 

I have never met with a satisfactory explanation of the cause 
of resonance in sound-boards. Jt cannot be due to extended 
surface io the sense that there arc more extended vibrations or 
more numerous ones, because the greater the quantity of matter 
put in motion the more is the motion diluted. The investigation 
is practically a difficult one, owing to the extreme minuteness of 
the oscillations which have to be traced, but so far as the experi¬ 
ments indicate which I have been able to devise, the true cause 
does seem to be what I have been endeavouring to explain. A 
resonant wave is a travelling Wave—the crest is always in 
advance of the depression, and expends itself dynamically before 
the latter has time to neutralise it. On the other band, the 
depression succeeds in due order and produce? a similar effeej. 
It is in this sense only that an extended surface is useful and 
necessary. 

If we need confirmation of the principle thus advanced, we 
have it in every wind instrument without exception. The type 
of all such instruments is the reed, the only difference being that 
in some it is aerial, and in others substantial. Take therefore 
an ordinary harmonium reed, and vibrate it with the finger. 
However elastic it may be, the sound is of the feeblest character. 
The double vibration is a compensated oue—but let a current of 
air traverse the point of disturbance, the reed then speaks, or 
rather the current of air speaks. The half vibration has pro¬ 
ceeded so far from its origin that it expends its dynamic force 
before the succeeding half is able to reach and neutralise it—the 
crest of the wave, as it were, has smitten the shore, before the 
depression has had time to overtake it. The depression then 
succeed-* and does its own work. R. HowsON 

Middlesbrough 


Waking Impressions * 

The accompanying experience may be of interest to some of 
your readers; and that It may be the more genuine in the re¬ 
counting of it, I copy the little entry l made in my notebook 
some few hours only after the occurrence, as it was so distinctly 
impressed on my mind that I could not but be struck by it as 
being worth taking note of. 

I have not unfrequeutly been on the point of noting down 
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similar visual impressions between sleeping and waking time, but 
have hitherto always found that they were really of so fugitive a 
nature, or the mind so little sensitive as not to be retentive, that 
the mere effort to recall them and put them into uttered words 
(whether audibly or only mentally uttered) was quite sufficient 
to dispel the impression totally; though by a long directing of 
the memory I could sometimes nearly recover It, not perfectly 
enough, however, to feel confident that imagination had not 
added somewhat to the picture. But the present cose has been 
so vividly impressed on my mind that it has been fairly caught, 
to my own satisfaction at any rate, and I hope that it may be 
not unworthy of a comer in yonr valuable paper. 

"Reigate, July 13 

“ This morning I woke up suddenly with the end of a dream and 
found myself reading, as if from a printed book, only there was no 
book, merely printed words, thus ; 4 So while he was enjoying htmselj 
at . . . . she was in deep depression at JCay-ro ' The 4 Kay-ro 1 
looked quite right, and I quite naturally pronounced it Cairo, 
and knew I meant that town. I was so struck by the clearness 
of the visual impression that, for fear of losing it, as one gene¬ 
rally does, I instantly recounted the thing to my husband ; but 
in the uttering of it when wide awake I could not at the moment, 
even so soon after the dream, recollect the pome of the other 
locality (marked here by * , . , . '), though'! knew that it had 
been printed and read by myself in the dream., But about four 
minutes later, as wc were talking it over, I said, * It is so 
strange, for I’m sure I've not been talking or thinking either of 
Beloochistan or Cairo 1' and at once it flashed upon me that 
Beloochistan had been the other name, and I had then and there 
reseen the impression after an interval of total oblivion of it. 

41 There had been no idea of book or sheet to carry the printing, 
nor, I fancy, even solidity of any kind in the letters; but that 
the whole phrase was conveyed to my mind through a printed 
form and by a process of reading 1 am quite certain. We were 
on a visit, and the night before had been greatly entertained by 
the conversation of our host, who had been a great traveller, 
and we had certainly talked much of India, Cashmere, and 
Assam ; but as far as I can now, or could then, recollect, we hod 
most certainly not mentioned either Beloochistan or Cairo, nor 
had I been reading a novel before going to sleep or during the 
previous day.” 

Collingwood, Hawkhurst, July 14 J. Maclkab 

Tertiary Corals 

I shall be obliged if you or any of your readers would kindly 
inform me the best authority to consult on the tertiary corals of 
Piedmout and Liguria; also the age of the beds in the lower 
part of Val d'Andona. W, E. Balston 

Bearsted House, Maidstone, July 15 


Wild Fowl and Railways—Instinct and Intelligence 

I am happy to find that my experience of 14 ducks and rail¬ 
ways " is confirmed by so high an authority as Mr. Goodslr from 
observations made on the other side of the world. Agreeing so 
far, we differ as to the cause by which the birds are influenced, 
Mr. Goodsir attributing it to 44 quick and unerring instinct/* 
whilst I credit the ducks with “ quick intelligence ” or reasoning 
powers. If caused by tbc “teaching” of instinct, the ducks 
should show no alarm on the sudden and first appearance of a 
smoking, roaring train in their midst. They certainly do at first 
show alarm, but as they receive no injury, their intelligence 
teaches them, after a brief experience, that there is no danger. 

I may perhaps be permitted to give one of many instances 
known to me of the quickness of birds in acquiring a knowledge 
of danger. Golden plover, when coming from their breedings 

£ laces in high latitudes, visit the islands north of Scotland in 
trge numbers, and keep together in great packs. At first they 
are easily approached, but after a very few shot# being fired at 
them, they become not only much more shy. but seem to 
measure with great accuracy the distance at which they are safe 
from harm ; the sportsman, however, not unfreqnently takes an 
unfair advantage of them by loading with a wire cartridge, 
which adds twenty yards or so to the distance at which the gnn 
will kill when ebatged in the ordinary way. 

It would be easy to adduce many coses of what may be con¬ 
sidered pure and true instinct, of which the following is perhaps 
not a bad example, and not unworthy of mention, it it faju hot. 
already appeared in the columns of Nator* 0? elseWbime i-^ 
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If the eggs of a wild dock are placed with those of a tame 
one under a hen 1 to be hatched! the ducklings from the former* 
on the very day they leave the egg, will immediately endeavour 
to hide themselves, or take to Die water if there is any near, 
should any person approach, whilst the young from the tame 
duck’s eggs will show little or no alarm, indicating in both cases 
a clear instance of instinct or “ inherited memory.” 

4, Addison Gardens, July 16 John Rae 


Clouds 

The following notes of a cloud action, which, so far as I am 
aware, is not common, may be considered worthy of record. 

The occurrence took place at Chatham at about 1 p.m. on 
Sunday the 1st inst,, and attracted attention more particu¬ 
larly from its following a week of strong electrical disturbance 
in the neighbourhood, accompanied by two fatal results. 



At the hour named above, and apparently at a considerable 
height, certain semi-transparent clouds arranged themselves iu 
thin columns at right angles to each other, some of the columns 
giving off shoots throughout their length, in shape somewhat 
resembling blades of gra^. Whenever fleecy clouds passed 
between the foregoing formation and the earth, they were quickly 


swarmed about the ships in the Sound. With their disappear* 
ance catre the hot weather.” 

The foregoing extracts seem to me worthy of record in 
the pages of Nature, and I accordingly forward them with 
that view. Alfred Newton 

Magdalene College, Cambridge, July 21 


Sheet Lightning 

We had here last night a violent rain and lightning storm 
without thunder, The lightning was very vivid and incessant, 
and seemed nearly overhead, but there was no sound but that of 
rain, We are near the crest of the Apennines, and the storm 
seemed to have gathered along that crest, having been preceded 
by a furious sirocco suddenly supervening on a north-west wind. 

I have twice before witnessed the same phenomenon of elec¬ 
trical storms with vivid lightning overhead and no thunder. 
Both instances occurred on the abrupt edge of the Montenegrin 
highlands, where they fall off into the low, wide plains of the 
Scutari district, and where thunderstorms are more common than 
in any other country I have ever visited. On these nights we 
were encamped on the edge of the hill country, on broken rocky 
land, with much low scrubby vegetation, but the lightning was 
so incessant and vivid that we were able to walk about, choosing 
our way amongst the stones and shrubs as readily as by daylight, 
the intervals between the flashes being, X should judge, never 
more than a minute, while much of the time they seemed abso¬ 
lutely continuous, the landscape being visible in all details under 
a diffused violet light. Looking overhead the movements of the 
lightning were easily discernible, the locality of the discharges 
varying from one part of the vault to another in a manner which 
it was impossible to confound with the reflection of Hghtniug 
from a distance. I.ike the storm of last night those were fol¬ 
lowed by copious rain, but not a single peal of’thunder was 
heard during the whole night. W. G. Stillman 

Cutigliauo, I’istoiese Apennines, July 11 



broken up n»to small, attenuated components which gradually 
reunited on getting out of the influence ; but on one occasion a 
very small cloud thus acted upon set itself in the form of a right 
angle also and remained so. R. Y. Armstrong 

July 7 


Extraordinary Flight of Dragon-Flies 

An English gentleman writing from Malmb, in Sweden, on 
July says 1— 

u 0 a Sunday, June 34, we had an extraordinary flight of the 
Ttolhldnda {Libeltufa quadrimaculala^ Linn.), ... a brown 
dragon-fly an inch and five-eighths long and three inches from 
tip to tip of the wings. . , . They passed over or through the 
town and neighbourhood for about half an hour in the after¬ 
noon. The next day about t o’clock they reappeared for more 
than an hour, but on Tuesday the 36th, at 7.30 a.m., they again 
began in millions, and notwithstanding the wind had shifted to 
the south during the night, they held the tame course from 
north-west by we*t, heading south-ea*t, by east. The street-, 
shipping, and every place were full of them. They did not fly 
very high, mad seemed to avoid going Into open doors and 
Windows, Some hundred or so alighted on the gooseberry 
bushes, apple and pear trees in this garden, but never touched 
the fruit. I observed one sitting on the dead tip of an apple- 
twig, and 1 pushed it off with my stick tkirUm times, the insect 
renaming each time after flying aw»v about five or six yards. 

■ ■ The flight ended that night about B p.at, having been 
incessant for more than twelve hours. Op the 27th they 
appeared again about boon, flying the same course, but in much 
reduced forces, Each day since l' have seen a few, but very 
few. ♦ . • The papers say they were observed in all southern 
ehd Central Sweden, and in many places in Denmark, and they 

tea a hen *• fater-metfor because the duekli&t* Can bave no 
a knowledge of any note of alarm or warning «he may give. 


ALG<E' 

'ptR. BERT HOLD tells us in his preface that he was 
U induced by his discovery of the processes of fructi¬ 
fication in Erythrotrichin obscura to study the small but 
interesting group of the Bangiaccae, in the knowledge of 
which so many gaps still existed. The Zoological Station 
at Naples afforded him every facility for carrying on his 
researches on these algae, not only in what may be called 
their wild state, but also under cultivation. To these 
advantages may be added, although in an inferior degree, 
that of the,use of a great number of dried specimens. 
The results of his two years* study are embodied in the 
work mentioned at the head of this notice. 

The small group of algae, now included by Dr. 
Berthold under the general name of Bangiacea:, consists 
of the three genera, Bangia, Porphyra, and Erythro- 
triebia; under the last genus are included Bangia 
ciliarisy and B* eeramicola of Harvey ( u Phyc. Brit,” Pis, 
cccxxii. and cccxvii.). To these genera may probably be 
added Goniotrichum. 

The exact systematic position of these alga? has, from 
the fact that little was known of their fructification, been 
hitherto uncertain. While tlieir red colour induced Cohn, 
Thuret, and Hornet to place them with the Florideae; 
other algologists, among whom may be mentioned J. 
Agardh, Kiitring, Harvey, and Zanardini, grounding their 
opinion on the structure of the vegetative thallus, have 
classed them with the Chlorosperms. 

For the first information relative to the fructification of 
the Bangiaceae, we are indebted to Derb£s and Sober, 
who had discovered in Bcmgia fusco-purpurea and B. 
lutea two different kinds of fructification, namely, the 
“ common spores ’* and antheridia. Then followed the 
researches of Mgell, Thuret, and Janfcxewski on Porphyra, 
Janciewski had actually discovered and described the 
carpospores of Porphyra, to which he gave the name of 

* “ Die BauiLacetn da* Coifs* von Neapel." Eine Monographic von Dr. 
0. bsrthold, Faun* und Flora detGotfe* von Neapcl, (Lstpng: Wilhelm 
Ewrelmana *88*. > 
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octospores ; but he failed to interpret their true signify 
cance as reproductive organs, and laid down his pen 
under the firm conviction that th® cystocarpic fruit was 
entirely absent in Porphyra, Thuret’s representation of 
this kind of fruit proved that Janczewski was mistaken. 
Dr. Berthold mentions that he was fortunate enough to 
obtain by his researches at the Zoological Station at 
Naples satisfactory proof that the reproductive processes 
in the Bangiaceae correspond exactly with those of the 
other Floride®; he further states (p. 21) that they are 
true Florida®, but that they undoubtedly occupy the very 
lowest position in the class, 

The first part of the work describes at some length the 
structure of the vegetative tliallus of each of the three 
genera. A minute description follows of the organs of fruc¬ 
tification, namely, the tetraspores, cystocarps, and antheri- 
dia, and of the mode in which the cystocarps are fertilised. 
The fructification of all the genera is illustrated by a 
plate containing twenty-five figures. We have then an 
account of the germination of the spores and of their 
development into plants, followed by observations on the 
systematic position occupied by the Bangiaceae and their 
relation to the Chlorosperms. To these are added de¬ 
scriptions of the genera and species, with a notice of the 
habitat and time of appearance of the several species, 

This very interesting work concludes with some remarks 
on Goniotrichum, and short descriptions of the two spe¬ 
cie 1 G. elegans (Bangia elegans of the ** Phyc. Brit./’ PI, 
ccxlvi.) and 0 \ dickotomum . Mary P. Mkkrtfieli) 


GAUSS AND THE LATE PROFESSOR SMITH 
N the centenary notice of Gauss (NATURE, vol. xv. 
pp- 533-537) I more than once refer to notes placed 
in my hands by the late Prof. Henry Smith. These took 
the form of two MSS. (A), (/?). The former of these I 
used in its entirety (p. 537), the latter I withheld, with 
Prof. Smith's sanction, on account of the length to which 
the article had already extended. Many mathematicians 
may now like to read these further criticisms on Gauss by 
such a kindred genius. R. Tucker 

We proceed to give brief references to some of 
the most important points which have caused a new 
epoch in certain branches pf analysis to date from 
tne publication of the “ Disquisitioncs Arithmetic®,” 
and from the researches with which, some years later, 
Gauss supplemented or further developed the theories 
contained in that work. It may be proper to premise 
that Gauss found the theory of numbers as Euler and 
Lagrange had left it. Of these the former had enriched 
it with a multitude of results, relating to diophantine 
problems, to the theory of the residues of powers, and to 
binary quadratic forms; the latter had given the character 
of a general theory to some at least of these results, by 
bis discovery of the reduction of quadratic forms, and of 
the true principles of the solution of indeterminate equa¬ 
tions of the second degree. Legendre (with many addi¬ 
tions of his own) had endeavoured to arrange as much as 
possible of these scattered fragments of the science into a 
systematic whole in his tA Essai sur La Th^orie des 
Nombres,” But the “ Disquisitioncs Arithmetic® ” was 
in the press when this important treatise appeared, and 
what in it was new to others was already known to 
Gauss. 

The first section of the u Disquisitioncs,” “Oe Nurne- 
rorum Augments in genere/’ occupies hardly more than 
four pages of the quarto edition, and is of the most ele¬ 
mentary character. Nevertheless, the definition and the 
elementary properties of a congruence, which were for the 
first time given in it, have exercised an immense influence 
over all the branches of the higher arithmetic; an in* 
fluence which is perhaps surprising when we remember 
that it is a question of notation only, and that (as Gauss 


has said himself in a letter to Schumacher) nothing can 
be done with this notation which cannot (though lees 
conveniently) be done without it. 

The second section, “ De Congruentiis Frimi Gradut,” 
contains applications of the definition and of tbe ele¬ 
mentary properties of congruences to linear congruences, 
and to systems of such congruences. The problems solved 
in it are of an elementary kind, and maylbe regarded as 
either well known, or as lying within the scope of what 
was well known, at the time of the publication of the 
“ Disquisitioncs Arithmetic®.” 

The same remark applies to the third section, M De 
Residuis Potestatum,” which, notwithstanding , the im¬ 
mense advantage of clearness and simplicity obtained by 
the use of the congrUential notation, may be said to Ue 
almost wholly within the aid of ideas to be found in 
Euler’ s memoirs. The demonstration of the existence of 
primitive roots (a demonstration which Euler had failed 
in rendering rigorous), is, however, a very noticeable 
exception. 

The fourth section—“De Congruentiis Secundi Grad us” 
—opens with an exposition of the elementary theorems 
relating to quadratic residues and non-residues; and so 
far we are still entirely within the ground already 
occupied by Euler. But the greater part of this section is 
occupied with a research which of itself alone would have 
placed Gauss in the first rank of mathematicians. “ If p 
and q are positive uneven prime numbers, p has the 
same quadratic character with regard to p that g has 
with regard to /, except when / and q are both of the 
form 4 n -f 3, in which case the two characters are always 
opposite instead of identical." This is the celebrated 
Fundamental Theorem of Gauss, known also as the law of 
quadratic reciprocity of Legendre. Gauss discovered it 
(by induction) in March, 1795, before he was eighteen ; 
the proof given of it in this section he discovered in April 
of the year following. He cannot at the earlier date have 
been aware that the theorem had been already enunciated 
(though in a somewhat complex form) by Euler; and that 
Legendre had attempted, though unsuccessfully, to prove 
it in the MS moires of the Academy of Paris for 1784. But 
the question to whom the priority of the enunciation is 
due is of even less moment than questions of priority 
usually are ; for the discovery of the theorem by induc¬ 
tion was easy, whereas any rigorous demonstration of it 
involved apparently insuperable difficulties. Gauss was 
not content with vanquishing these difficulties once for all 
in the fourth section. In the fifth section he returns to 
it again, and obtains another demonstration reposing on 
entirely different, but perhaps still less elementary, prin¬ 
ciples. In January of the year 1808 he submitted a third 
demonstration to the Royal Society at Gdttingen; a fourth 
in August of the same year; a fifth and sixth in February* 
1817. It is no wonder that he should have felt a sort of 
personal attachment to a theorem which he had made so 
completely his own, and which he used to call the gem of 
the higher arithmetic. His six demonstrations remained 
for some time the only efforts in this direction; but the 
subject subsequently attracted the attention of other 
eminent mathematicians, and several proofs, differing 
substantially from one another and from those of Gauss, 
have been given by Jacobi and Eisenstein in Germany, 
and by M. Liouville in France, the simplest of all per¬ 
haps being that which has been given by a Russian 
mathematician, M. Zeller, and which is of the same 
general character as the third proof of Gauss (see Mes¬ 
senger of Mathematics, vol v. pp. 140-3, 1876). It would 
certainly be impossible to exaggerate the important influ¬ 
ence which this theorem has had cm the subsequent 
development of arithmetic, and tbe discovery of its 
demonstration by Gauss must certainly be regarded 
(indeed it was so regarded by himself) as one of his 
greatest scientific achievements. 

The fifth section—“ De Fotmis vEquatiombusque Indfe 
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terminatis Second! ,Gradus w —consists, as has been said 
with great truth by Dirichlet, of two distinct parts, Of 
these the first (Arts, 153-222) contains a complete exposi¬ 
tion of the theory of binary quadratic forms, as far as it 
was known from the researches of Euler and Lagrange ; 
although even these known results are completed in 
many respects and are exhibited from a new and inde¬ 
pendent point of view. The second part (Arts. 223-305) 
contains investigations which are entirely Gauss's own : 
the distribution of the classes of binary forms into 
genera; the determination of the number of ambiguous 
classes ; the demonstration that only one-half of the 
genera possible a priori actually exist, and the proof of 
me fundamental theorem deduced from this result; a 
disquisition on ternary quadratic forms, introduced as a 
digression ; the theory or the decomposition of numbers 
into three squares; the solution of indeterminate equa¬ 
tions of the second degree in rational numbers ; the de¬ 
termination of the mean number of the genera and 
classes ; the distinction between regular and irregular 
determinants. Such is a brief list of the subjects treated 
of in these marvellous pages, each of which his been the 
starting-point of long series of important researches by 
subsequent mathematicians. 

In the Additamenta to this section, Gauss intimates 
that he had succeeded in determining the relations 
between the determinant and the number of classes; and 
in a manuscript note he characteristically adds; u Ex 
voto nobis sic succcssit ut nihil amplius desiderandum 
supersit, Nov. 30 -Dec. 3, 1800 ” It is remarkable that 
he should never have published the wonderful researches 
to which he here alludes. These researches first saw the 
light sixty-three years later in the second volume of the 
collected edition of his works ; but the theorem to which 
they refer had in the interval been rediscovered and de* 
monstrated by Lejeunc Dirichlet. The demonstration 
of Dirichlet had been to a certain extent simplified by M. 
Hermite, and the form of demonstration found in Gauss’s 
papers after his death approaches very nearly to that 
adopted by M. Hermite. 

The sixth section contains some applications of arithme¬ 
tical principles to various practical questions. Of these the 
first two are comparatively elementary, and relate to the 
resolution of fractions into simpler fractions, and to the 
conversion of vulgar into decimal fractions ; the others 
consist in systematic methods of abbreviating certain 
tentative processes, such as the solution of quadratic 
congruences, the decomposition of numbers into their 
prime factors, the solution of certain indeterminate equa¬ 
tions, See, The methods of Gauss still remain the least 
unsatisfactory that have been proposed for the indirect 
treatment of these difficult problems, of which any direct 
solution seems impossible. 

The seventh section,“De^Cquationibus Circuit Sectiones 
Definientibus,” is that which at once made the reputation 
of the “ Disquisitiones Arithmetics." It is not too much 
to say that till the time of Jacobi the profound ,Searches 
of the fourth and fifth sections were passed*over with 
almost universal neglect. But the well-knowp theory of 
the division of the circle comprised in thup iection was 
received with great and deserved enthusiast) as a memor¬ 
able^ addition to the theory of equations dftd to the geo¬ 
metry of the circle. One of Gauss’s manuscript notes is 
interesting, "Circulum in xj partes divisibilem esse geo¬ 
metric©, deteximus 1796, Mart. $0,* because it shorts that 
he was not yet nineteen when he made this great dis¬ 
covery. Even more remarkable, however, is a passage 
tn the first article of the section (Art. 335), in which 
Gauss observes that , the principles of his method are 
applicable to many other functions besides th| circular 
functions, and in particular to the transcend efts depeo* 

dent on the integral ■. This almost casual remark 

■ . k 4 v I 

mm jfai Jacobi long since observed) that Gauss, at the 


date of the publication of the “ Dlsquisitiones Arithme¬ 
tics," had already examined the nature and properties of 
the elliptic functions (the inverses of the elliptic integrals), 
and had discovered their fundamental property, that of 
double periodicity. This observation of Jacobi’s is amply 
confirmed by the papers on elliptic transcendents now 
published in the third volume of Gauss’s collected works. 

The “ Disquisitiones Arithmeticae" were to have in¬ 
cluded an eighth section. This eighth section was at 
first intended to contain a complete theory of congruences, 
but subsequently Gauss appears to have proposed to con¬ 
tinue the work by a more complete discussion of the 
theory of the division of the circle. Manuscript drafts 
on each of these subjects were found among his papers ; 
the first of them is especially interesting, as it treats of 
the general theory of congruences from a point of view 
closely allied to that subsequently Uken by Evariste 
Galois and by MM. Serret and Dedekind. This draft 
appears to belong to the years 1797 and 1798, 

To complete this hasty outline of the arithmetical 
works ot Gauss it only remains to mention (1) the remark¬ 
able geometrical interpretation of the arithmetical theory of 
positive binary and ternary quadratic forms, which will be 
found in his review (1831) of the work of L. Seeber 
( M Werke," vol. ii. p. 188), and (2) the two important 
memoirs on the theory of biquadratic residues (1825 and 
1831). In the second of these memoirs Gauss introduces 
into arithmetic complex numbers of the form a -f- hi. He 
finds that in this complex theory every prime number of 
the form 4 n -}- 1 is to be regarded as composite, because, 
being the sum of two squares, e,g, p =» «*+ b\ it is a product 
of two conjugate factors, p ** (a + bi) {a - bi). Thus 
the true primes of the complex theory may be defined to 
be the real primes of the form 4 n 4- 3, and the imaginary 
factors of real primes of the form 4« -j- 1. Availing him¬ 
self of this definition, Gauss discovered a theorem of 
biquadratic reciprocity between any two prime numbers, 
no less simple than the quadratic law, viz. “ If p l and p % 
are two primary prime numbers, the biquadratic character 
of p Y with regard to p % is the same as that of p 2 with 
regard to pj 

Both this theorem of reciprocity itself and the intro¬ 
duction of imaginary integers upon which it depends are 
memorable in the history of arithmetic for the number 
and variety of the researches to which they have given 
rise. 

It may perhaps seem remarkable that Gauss should 
have devoted so few memoirs to subjects of an algebrai¬ 
cal character. If we except a comparatively unimportant 
paper on Descartes’ rule of signs which appeared in 
Crelle's Journal in the year 1828, his only algebraical 
memoirs relate to the theorem that every equation has a 
root. Of this he gave no less than three distinct demon¬ 
strations, one in 1799, one in 1815, and one in j8i6 ; the 
demonstration of 1799 was given in his first published 
paper—his dissertation as a candidate for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy in the University of Gfittingen. 
This demonstration he repeated over again in 1849, with 
certain changes and simplification. There can be no 
question that these three demonstrations are prior to 
any other, though for various reasons those subsequently 
given by Cauchy have been justly preferred for the 
purpose of insertion in our modem text-books. 


ANTHROPOLOGY IN AMERICA 

\SJ E cannot speak very highly of Prof. Otis T. Mason’s 
* v ** Account of Progress in Anthropology in the Year 
1881," which was originally embodied in the Smithsonian 
Report for that year, ana is now issued in a separate 
form. There is no comprehensive survey of the work 
done in this tfide field during the period indicated, and 
the bibliography, of which the paper mainly consists, is 
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vitiated by too many subdivisions. These subdivisions 
are dealt with in the introduction, w£ere a bewildering 
scheme of classification is proposed “in order to ascertain 
the opinion of anthropologists as to its merits” First the 
science is grouped under three main heads, indicated by 
terminations furnished by the three Greek words, ypd$tj % 
X6yos, and or. Then each group is split up into 
thirteen minor divisions, yielding altogether thirty-nine 
distinct segmentations, ana of course involving the whole 
subject in dire confusion. The student is expected, for 
instance, to distinguish between anthropography, anthro¬ 
pology, and anthroponomy ; between pneumatography, 
pneumatology,andpneuinatonoiny ; between hexiogranhy, 
hexiology, hexionomy, and so on. However in the biblio¬ 
graphy the author considerately limits himself to eleven 
headings, which will certainly be amply sufficient to, try 
the patience of those who may have occasion to consult 
these alphabetical lists. Thus Nesbit’s “Antiquity of 
Man" is entered under Anlhropogeny , while Ameghino's 
“ Antiquedad del hombre in La Plata M must be sought 
for in the section Archeology. These lists should 
obviously be fused together in one general catalogue, and 
all the nice subdivisions left to the fancy or ingenuity of 
the reader. To show their utter absurdity it may suffice 
to add that under the heading Hexiology there occurs the 
solitary entry—Buckley, “ Climatic Influences on Man¬ 
kind/’ Why, it may be asked in conclusion, does B. B. 
Redding's “ Californian Indians and their Food,” appear 
in the section Technology t The interests of science are 
not furthered by these minute subdivisions and barbarous 
nomenclatures, which are especially uncalled for in the 
case of a science whose broad divisions are already 
marked out with sufficient dearness and accuracy to serve 
all present practical purposes. 

Prof, Mason has been much more usefully employed in 
the preparation of a series of “ Miscellaneous Papers 
Relating to Anthropology,” which also consist of reprints 
from the Smithsonian Report for 188 r. Most of them 
have reference to the sepulchral mounds, earthworks, 
fortified lines, shell-heaps, and other remains of pre¬ 
historic and historic man so thickly strewn over the 
Mississippi basin, the eastern States and seaboard of 
North America. The great number and magnitude of 
these remains, their universal diffusion over an enormous 
area, and the character of the objects found in them, all 
tend to confirm the impression now generally entertained 
regarding the vast antiquity of man in the New World. 
On the other hand the views of those anthropologists who 
still attribute the old works to some superior pre-Colum¬ 
bian race of “ mound-builders '* distinct from the present 
aborigines are not strengthened by a more careful exa¬ 
mination of these relics. Spealcing of the mounds 
examined by him in Cass County, Illinois, Dr. J. F. 
Snyder remarks that “ the intrinsic evidence of many 
prehistoric remains of this county sustains their claim to 
extreme antiquity ; but no work or specimen of art of a 
former race has yet been found here above the capacity 
or achievement of the typical North American Indian. 
And in studying the life, habits, and burial customs indi¬ 
cated by these relics, I can see no necessity for ascribing 
them to the agency of a distinct or superior race, when 
they express so unmistakably the known status of Indian 
intellect” (p. 53). This conclusion is amply confirmed 
by the contents of the enormous shell-heap at Cedar 
Keys, Florida, which has been carefully examined by 
Mr. S. T. Walker. Here the pottery found in the suc¬ 
cessive layers, down to a depth of over twelve feet, shows 
a continuous advancement in the art from the rude heavy 
earthenware often mixed with coarse sand or small 
pebbles occurring in the lowest stratum, through the 
better finished and slightly ornamented types of the 
middle stage, to the delicate and beautifully ornamented 
specimens found near the surface. These* objects thus 
Show a progressive improvement upwards^ not down¬ 


wards as would be required by the theory of an extinct 
pre-Columbian civilised race, precursor of the present 
aborigines. A. n. K, 
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Y\J E must then find another explanation of dispersion. I 
* * believe there is another explanation. I believe that, 
while giving up Cauchy's unmodified theory of dispersion, 
we shall find that the same general principle is applicable, 
and that by imagining each molecule to be loaded in a 
certain definite way by elastic connection with heavier 
matter,—each molecule of the ether to have, in palpable 
transparent matter, a small fringe, so to speak, of 
particles, larger and larger in their successive 
order, elastically connected with it,—we shall have 
a rude mechanical explanation, realisable by the 
notably easy addition of the proper appliances to the 
dynamical models before you, to account for refractive dis¬ 
persion in an infinitely fine-grained structure. It is not 17 
hours since I saw the possibility of this explanation ; I 
think 1 now see it perfectly, but you will excuse me not 
going into the theory more fully under the circumstances.® 
The difficulty of Cauchy's theory has weighed heavily 
upon me, when thinking of bringing this subject before 
you. 1 could not bring it before >ou and say there are 
only four particles in the wave-length, and I could not 
bring it before vou without saying there is some other 
explanation. I believe another explanation is distinctly 
to be had in the manner I have slightly indicated. 

Now look at those beautiful distributions of colour on 
the screen before you. They are diffraction spectruihs 
from a piece of glass ruled with 2,000 lines to the inch. 
And again look; and you see one diffraction spectrum 
by reflection from one of Rutherford’s gratings, in 
which there are 17,000 lines to the inch on polished 
speculum-metal. The explanation by w interference”, is 
substantially the same as that which the undulaiory 
theory gives for Newton's rings of light reflected from 
the two surfaces, which you have already seen. Where 
light-waves from the apertures between the successive 
bars of the grating, reach the screen in the same phase, 
they produce light; there, again, where they are in 
opposite phases, they produce darkness 
The beautiful colours which are produced^ depend on 
the places of conspiring and opposing vibrations on the 
screen, being different for light waves of different wave¬ 
lengths ; and it is by the measurements of the dimensions 
of a diffraction spectrum such as the first set you saw 
(or of finer spectrums from coarser gratings), that Fraun¬ 
hofer first determined the wave-lengths of the different 
colours. 

1 have now, closely bearing on the question of the 
size of atoms, thanks to Dr. Tyndall, a most beautifel 
and interesting experiment to show you-~the artifidjd 
“ blue sky," produced by a very wonderful effect of light 
upon matter, which he discovered. We have here an 
empty glass tube—it is “optically void,*' A beam of 
electric light passes through it now; and you see nothing. 
Now the light is stopped and we admit vapour of carbon 
disulphide into the tube. There-is now introduced some 
of this .vapour to about 3 inches pressure, and there is 
also introduced, to the amount of 15 inches pressure, afr 
impregnated with a little nitric acid, making m all rather 
lessthantbeatmosphericpressure. What istobeillustrated 
here is the presence of molecules of substances* produced 
by the decomposition of carbon disulphide by the light. 

1 A lecture delivered by Sir William Thomson aft the Royal Infiitnlioa,. 
on Friday! February a. Kevi*ed bv the Author. Concluded flam p. #54. 

9 Farther examination ha* t&eemcd to me to confirm this wet impKttKai: 
and in a paper on the Dynamical Theory of Dieperafcn, read before tfceRoyal 
Society of Kdinburgh, on the «th of March, 1 have given a mathematical 
invefctigatlon of the subject,—W. T. ( March 16, S«|k 
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At present you see nothing in the tube; it still continues 
to be, as before the admission of the vapours optically 
transparent; but gradually you will see an exquisite blue 
cloud. *niat is Tyndalls ** blue sky." You see it now. I 
take a Nicol’d prism, and by looking through it I find the 
azure light, coming from the vapours in any direction 
perpendicular to the exciting beam of light, to be very 
completely polarised in the plane through my eye and the 
exciting beam. It consists of light-vi brat ions in one 
definite direction, and that, as finally demonstrated by 
Professor Stokes, it seems to me beyond all doubt, through 
reasoning on this phenomenon of polarisation, 1 which he 
had observed in various experimental arrangements 
giving minute solid or liquid panicles scattered through a 
transparent medium, must be the direction perpendicular 
to the plane of polarisation. 

What you are now about to see, and what 1 tell you I 
have seen through the Nicol's prism, is due to what I 
may call secondary or derived waves of light diverging 
from very minute liquid spherules, condensed in conse¬ 
quence of the chemical decomposing influence exerted by 
tke beam of light on the matter in the tube, which was 
all gaseous when the light was first admitted. 

To understand these derived waves, first you must 
regard them as due to motion of the ether round each 
spherule ; the spherule being almost absolutely fixed, 
because its density is enormously greater than that of the 
ether surrounding it. The motion that the ether had in 
virtue of the exciting beam of light alone, before the 
spherules came into existence, may be regarded as being 
compounded with the motion of the ether relatively to 
each spherule, to produce the whole resultant motion 
experienced by the ether when the beam of light passes 
along the tube, and azure light is seen proceeding from 
it laterally. Now this second component motion, is 
clearly the same as the whole motion of the ether would 
be, if the exciting light were annulled and each spherule 
kept vibrating in the opposite direction, to and fro through 
the same range as that which the ether in its place had, 
in virtue of the exciting light, when the spherule was not 
there. 

Supposing now, for a moment, that without any exciting 
beam at all, a large number of minute spherules are all 
kept vibrating through very small ranges * parallel to one 


line. If you place your eye in the plane through the 
length of the tube and perpendicular to that line, you will 
see light from all parts of the tube, and this light 
which you see will consist of vibrations parallel 
to that line. But if you place your eye in the line of 
the vibration of a spherule, situated about the middle of 
the tube, you will see no light in that direction ; but keep¬ 
ing your eye in the same position, if you look obliquely 
towards either end of the tube, you will see light fading 
into darkness, as you turn your eye from either end 
towards the middle. Hence, if the exciting beam be of 
plane polarised light—that is to say, light of which all 
the vibrations are parallel to one line—and if you look at 
the lube in the direction perpendicular to this line and to 
the length of the tube, you will see light of which the 
vibrations will be parallel to that same line. But if you 
look at the tube in any direction parallel to this line, you 
will see no light; and the line along which you see no 
light is the direction of the vibrations in the exciting 
beam ; and this direction, as we now see, is the direction 
perpendicular to what is technically called the plane of 
polarisation of the light. Here, then, you have Stokes's 
experimentumcrucis by which he has answered, as seems to 
me beyond all doubt, the old vexed quest ion— Whether is the 
vibration perpendicular to , or in the plane of polarisation ? 
To show you this experiment, instead of using unpolarised 
light for the exciting beam, as in the previous experiment, 
and holding a small Nicol’s prism in my hand and telling 
you what I saw when I looked through it, I place, as is 
now done, this greu Nicol’s prism in the course of the 
beam of light before it enters the tube. I now turn the 
Nicol’s prism into different directions and turn the appa¬ 
ratus round, so that, sitting in all parts of the theatre, 
you may all see the tube in the proper direction for the 
successive phenonena of ‘Might/' and u no light.” You 
see them now exactly fulfilling the description which I 
gave you in anticipation. If each of you had a Nicol’s 

41 due to pariiclv* of matter of diameter* small in comparison with the wave- 
“ length of light, pr.jvc that the direction of the Vibrations of plane polarised 
" light it perpendicular to the plane of polarisation. 

“(£) Snow that the equations of motion of a homogeneous isotropic elastic 
“solid of unit density, arc 

£=(,+ 1,,) £ + 


■ Extract from Professor Stokes paper, " On the Change of Rcfran- 
giblKty of Light/'’ read before the Royal Society, May a7th, 1852, and 
published In the Tramactions for that date:— 

** $ 183, Now this result appears to me to have n > remote bearing on the 
"question of the direction of the vibrations in polarised light. So long as 
u the suspended particles are large compared with the waves of light, reflection 
u takes mace as it would from a portion of the surface of a large solid immersed 
“ in the fluid, and no conclusion can bo drawn cither way. But if the diameters 
" of tke particles be small compared with the length of a wave of light, it 
" seems plain that the vibrations In a reflected ray cannot be perpendicular 
" to the vibrations in the incident ray. Let u* suppwe for the present, that 
“in the case of the beams actually observed, the suspended particles were 
14 small compared whh the length of a wave of light. Observation showed 
u that the reflected ray was polaristd, Now all the appearances presented 
°by a plane notarised ray are symmetrical with respect to the plane of 
** polarisation. Hence we have two directions to choose between for the 
'* direction of the vibrations in the reflected ray, namely, that of the incident 
*'ray, and * direction perpendicular to both the incident and the reflected 
u rays. The former would be necessarily perpendicular to the directions of 
” vibration Its the incident tay, and therefore we are obliged to choose the 
*" latter, and consequently to suppose that the vibrations of plane polarised 
u light are perpendicular to the plane of polarisation, since experiment shows 

ska ntnaa a/ itmI aaieatlnn rv/ fka 1 1 Id tko stlana Af vaflaAttAii 



to ttw two tty*, poinnied ^apeotlveiy in and perpendicularly to the plane or 

I reflection, into which the incident ray may be conceived to be divided, and 

“ of these the former alone is capable of furnishing a.ray reflected 

II vertically upwards [to be seen by an eye above the tine of the incident ray, 
" and looking vertically downwards]. And, in fact, observation shows-that, 
" »n order to quench the dispersed beam, it is sufficient, Instead of analysing 
/the reflected light, to polarise the incident light in a plane perpendicular to 
M Im plane of reflection/* 

“Ip the following question of the recent Smith's Prise Examination at 
Cambridge [paper m Tuesday, Tan. 30^ i88»), the dynamics of the subject, 
and particularly the motion of the ether produced by keeping a single spherule 
** rihimthtg to and fro in a straight line* ate illustrated in parts 

,„ Wjfrdqti the known phenomenon that the light of a cloudless bka 
•ky, vttwsed direction perpendicular to the sun's direction, is almost 
v wholly pokrisedln the plane through th« sun, assuming that this light Is 


3 =<*+!»> * + ,„ v . 

“ where k den >tes the modulus of resistance to compression ; n the rigidity 
*' modulus; a, /?, y the components of displacement at ( x , y t *, t); and 

lt (c) Show that every p jssible solution is included in the f blowing : 

< 3 ~t +v ’ •" = % +w ’ 

“ where w, v, w are such lhat 

it 4 ir + im ~ 0 . 

dx dy dt 

“ Find differential equations for the determination of f, u, i\ <w. Find 
" the respective wave-velocities for the 0-sdutipn, and tor the (*♦ v, t*)* 
'‘srjlitioti. 

"(A) Prove the following to be Solutions, and interpret each fur values o 
** r W (-* s + y + s®)] v «ry great in comparium with A (the wave-length). 
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©mm m your band, you would learn that when you see 
light at all, its plane of polarisation is in the plane through 
your eye and the axis of the tube f and I hope you all 
now perfectly understand the proof that the direction of 
vibration is perpendicular to this plane. 

Now I want to bring before you something which 
was taught me a long time ago by Professor Stokes; 
and year after year I have begged him to publish it, 
but he has not done so, and so I have asked 
him to allow me to speak of it to night. It is a 
dynamical explanation of that wonderful phenomenon 
called fluorescence or phosphorescence. The principle is 
mechanically represented by this model (described above 



line, and is ultimately converted into heat in the treacle 
and water. You see that about half of the amplitude of 
vibration, and therefore three fourths of the energy is 
lost in half a minute. 

You will see on quickening the oscillation how very 
different the result will be. The quick oscillations which 
I now give to the top bar (the period having been reduced 
to about one and a half seconds), is incapable of sending 
waves along the line of molecules ; and it is that rapid 
oscillation of the particles which, according to Stokes, con* 
stitutes latent or stored-up light. Remark now that when 
l remove my hand from the top bar, as no waves travel 
down the Line, no energy is spent in the treacle; and the 
vibration goes on for ever (or, to be more exact, say for 
one minute) as you see, with no loss (or, to be quite in 
accordance with what we see, let me say scarcely^ any 
sensible loss). This is a mechanical model correctly illus¬ 
trating the dynamical principle of Stokes' explanation 
of phosphorescence or stored-up light, stored as in the now 
well-known luminous paint; of which you see the action 
in this specimen, and in the phosphorescent sulphides of 
lime in these glass tubes kindly lent by Mr. De La Rue. 
(Experiments shown.) 

Now I will show you Stokes’ phenomenon fluor¬ 
escence in a piece of uranium glass. I hold it in the 
beam from the electric lamp dispersed by the prism as 
you see. You see the uranium glass now visible by being 
illuminated by invisible rays. The rays by which it is 
illuminated even before it comes into the visible rays are 
manifestly invisible so far as the screen receiving the 
spectrum is a test of visibility ; because the uranium glass, 
and my hands holding it, throw no shadow on the screen. 
Also you see the uranium glass which 1 hold in my hand 
in the ultra-violet light, while you do not see my hand. I 
now bring it nearer the place where you see the aii (or 
rather the dust in it) illuminated by the violet light: still 
no shadow on the screen, but the uranium glass in my 
hand glowing more brilliantly with its green light of very 
mixed constitution, consisting of waves of longer periods 
than that of the ultra-violet, which the incident light, of 
shorter period than that of violet light, causes the particles 
of the uranium glass to emit. This light is altogether un¬ 
polarised. It was the absolute want of polarisation, and 
the fact of its periods being all less than those of the 
exciting light, that led Stokes to distinguish this illumina¬ 
tion, which you see in the uranium glass , 1 from the mere 
molecular illumination (always polarised partially if not 
completely, and always of the same period as that of the 
exciting light) which we were looking at previously in Dr. 
Tyndall’s experiment. 

Stokes gave the name of fluorescence to the glowing 
with light of larger period than the exciting light, because 
it is observed in fluor spar ; and he wished to avoid all 
hypothesis in his choice of a name. He pointed out a 
strong resemblance between it and the old known 
phenomenon of phosphorescence; but he found some 
seeming contrasts between the two, which prevented him 
from concluding fluorescence to be in reality a case of 
phosphorescence. 

In the course of a comparison between the two 


10.—Diagtam #Wmg the different amplitude# of vibration of a row of 
particles oscilbw ng in a period lest than their least wave-period. 

with reference to Fig. 3). A simple harmonic motion 
is, as you now see, sustained by my hand in the uppermost 
bar, in a period of about four seconds. You see that a 
regular wave-motion travels down the line 01 molecules 
represented by these circular disks on the ends of the 
bars j and the energy continually given to the top bar, by 
my hand, is continually consumed in heating the basin of 
treacle and water at the foot. I now remove my hand and 
leave the whole system to itself. The very considerable 
sum of kinetic and potential energies of the large masses 
and spiral springs, attached to the top bar, is gradually 
spent m sendingthedlminkhfogseriesof waves down the 


1 1 be same phenomenon is to be seen splendidly ft* sulphate tf qutorjne 
An interesting experiment may be made by writing on a white paper screen, 
with a finger or a brush dipped in a solution of sulphate of -quinine. The 
marking is quite imperceptible In ordinary light; but If a prismatic spectrum 
be thrown on the screen, with the ultra-violet in visible light on the pan Which 
had been written on with the sulphate cf quinine, the writing to wtn glowing 
brilliantly with a bluish light, and darkness all round. The phenomenon pre¬ 
sented by sulphate of quinine and many other vegetable solutions, and Seme 
minerals as, for instance, fluor spar, and various ornamental «»*#«■» M a 
yellow Bohemian glass, called in commerce ’‘canary gtoes'l. frfoqg a 

.. 1 ^Ajara aaSg 

by him Bidimi *' 4 'epipclic jimerilnn " (fikfL Tronic *$45), A cwnjKu ttir 
perlmental analysis of the^ phenonicm n, Itfy ifc gt 
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the previous observers had seen; and explaining many 
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phenomena {sections 221 to, 225 of his XS53 paper), the 
tallowing statement is given :— u But by far the most 
u striking point of contrast between the two phenomena 
, a consists in the apparently instantaneous commencement 
“ sind cessation or the illumination, in the case of internal 
a dispersion when the active light is admitted and cut 
“ off, There is nothing to create the least suspicion of 
<( any appreciable duration in the effect. When internal 
u dispersion is exhibited by means of an electric spark, it 
u appears no less momentary than the illumination of a 
“ landscape by a flash of lightning. I have not attempted 
“ to determine whether any appreciable duration could 
w be made out by means of a revolving mirror.” The 
investigation here suggested, has been actually made by 
Edmund Becquerel, and the question—Is there any ap¬ 
preciable duration in the glow of fluorescence ?—has been 
answered affirmatively by this beautiful and simple little 
machine before you, which he Invented for the purpose. 


The experiment giving the answer is most interesting, and 
I am sure you will see it with pleasure. It consists of a 
flat circular box, with two holes facing one another in the 
flat sides near the circumference; inside are two disks, 
carried by a rapidly revolving shaft, by which the holes 
are alternately shut and opened ; one open when the 
other is closed, and viceversd . A little piece of uranium 
glass is fixed inside the box between the two holes, 
and a beam of light from the electric lamp falls upon one 
of the holes. You look at the other. 

Now when I turn the shaft slowly you see nothing. At 
this instant the light falls on the uranium glass through 
the open hole far from you, but you see nothing, because 
the hole next you is shut Now the hole next you is open, 
but you see nothing; because the hole next the light is 
shut, and the uranium glass shows no perceptible after¬ 
glow as arising from its previous illumination. This 
agrees exactly with what you saw when I held the large 



Flo. h.—D iagram Illustrating the number of molecules in a space of i/io,ooo of a centimetre square and 1/100,000,000 of a centimetre thick. 


slab of uranium glass in the ultra-violet light of the 
{nrism&tic spectrum- As long as I held the uranium 
glass there you saw it glowing; the moment I took it 
out of the invisible light it ceased to glow. The 
* moment" of which we were then cognisant, may 
have been the tenth of a second. If the uranium 
glosy had continued to glow sensibly for the twen¬ 
tieth or the fiftieth of a second, it would have 
seamed, to our slow-going sense of vision, to cease the 
moment it was taken out Now ! turn die wheel at tuch 
a rate that the hole next you Is open about a fiftieth of a 
second after the uranium glass was bathed in light; still 
**e nothing. I turn It faster and fester and it now 
wins to glow, when the bole next you Is open about the 
two 4 miiir«hh of a, second alter the Immediately preced¬ 
ing admission of light by the other hole. I turn it f aster and 
faster sndk glows more and more brightly, till now it is 
like a red coal; farther augmentation of the 
you see, but little difference fa the glow. 


Thus it seems that fluorescence is essentially the same 
as phosphorescence; and. we may expect that substances 
will be found, continuously bridging over the difference of 
quality between this uranium glass, which glows only for a 
few thousandths of a second, and the luminous sulphides 
which glow for hours, or days, or weeks after the cessation 
of the exciting light. 

The most derisive and discriminating method of 
! estimating the sine of atoms, I have left until my allotted 
j hour is gone;—that founded oh the kinetic theory of 
gases. Here is a diagram (Fig. n) of a crowd of atoms 
} or moleculesshowing, on a scale of 1,000,000 to i, all the 
i molecules of air, of which the centres may, at any 
I instant, be in a space of a square of i/io^ooo of a eenti- 
| metre side and 1/100,000,000 of a centimetre thick. 

| The skle of the square you see in the diagram is a metre, 
and represents i/ro,ooo of a centimetre. The diagram 
shows just 100 molecules, being x/10^000 of the mole 
number of particle* (to*) m the cube of r/10,000 centi- 
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metre, or all the molecules in a slice of 1/10,000 of the 
thickness of that cube. Think of a cube filled with 
particles, like these glass balls, 1 ^battered at random 
through a space equal to r,ooo times the sum of their 
volumes. Such a crowd may be condensed (just as 
air may be condensed) to 1/1,000 of its volume; but 
this condensation brings the molecules into contact. 
Something comparable with this may be imagined to be . 
the condition of common air of ordinary density, as in 
our atmosphere. The diagram with size of each molecule, 
which, if shown in it to scale, would be 1 millimetre (or 
too small to be seen by you), to represent an actual dia¬ 
meter 1/10,000,000 of a centimetre, represents a gas in 
which a condensation of 1 to 10 linear, or 1 to 1,000 in 
bulk, would bring the molecules close together. 

Now you are to imagine the particles moving in all 
directions, each in a straight line until it collides with 
another. The average length of free path is ten centi¬ 
metres in our diagram, representing 1/100,000 of a 
centimetre in reality. And to suit the case of atmo¬ 
spheric air of ordinary density and at ordinary pressure, 
you must suppose the actual velocity of each particle to 
be 50,000 centimetres per second; which will make the 
average time from collision to collision 1/5,000,000,000 of 
a second. 

The time is so far advanced that I cannot speak of the 
details of this exquisite kinetic theory, but I will just say 
that three points investigated by Maxwell and Clausius— 
viz. the viscosity, or want of perfect fluidity of gases ; the 
diffusion of gases into one another; and the diffusion of 
heat through gases—all these put together give an esti¬ 
mate for the average length of the free path of a molecule. 
Then a beautiful theory of Clausius enables us from the 
average length of the free path to calculate the magnitude 
of the atom. That is what Loschmidt has done, 2 and 
I, unconsciously following in his wake, have come to the 
same conclusion ; that is, we have arrived at the absolute 
certainty that the dimensions of a molecule of air is some¬ 
thing like that which 1 have stated. 

The four lines of argument which I have now indicated, 
lead all to substantially the same estimate of the dimen¬ 
sions of molecular structure. Jointly they establish, with 
what we cannot but regard as a very high degree of pro¬ 
bability, the conclusion that, in any ordinary liquid, 
transparent solid, or seemingly opaque solid, the mean 
distance between the centres of contiguous molecules is 
less than the 1/5,000,000, and greater than the 
l /1,000,000,000 of a centimetre. 

To form some conception of the degree of coarse¬ 
grainedness indicated by this conclusion, imagine a globe 
of water or glass, as large as a football, 8 to be magnified 
up to the size of the earth, each constituent molecule 
being magnified in the same proportion. The magnified 
structure would be more coarse grained than a heap of 
small shot, but probably less coarse-grained than a heap 
of footballs. 


SMOKE ABATEMENT 

AN important meeting was held in the Egyptian Hall 
of the Mansion House on Monday last, to take 
further steps towards the abolition, or at all events the 
reduction, as far as possible, of the smoke nuisance. The 
Lord Mayor presided, and the following among others 

4 The piece of apparatus now exhibited, Musimcd the c 'dliJons taking place 
between the molecule* „f ga*eou< mailer, and the diffusion of one gas into 
consisted of a board of about one metre square, perforated with 


similarly to each cord of the other five row*, a red coloured ball of the same 
ai«. A, ball from one of the outer rows was pulled aside, and. being sat free, 
it plunged in amongst the others, causing collisions throughout the whole 
p a £ ! n wh * c h the suspended ball* were situated. 

! SUxunggbericHUoi the Vienna Academy, Oct, xs, 1865. p, 10*. 

* Or say a globe of 16 centimetre* diameter* 


were present:—The Duke of Northumberland, the Duke 
and Duchess of Westminster, Sir William Siemens, 
Sir Frederick Abel, Sir Lyon Playfair, M.P., Sir 
Frederick Pollock, Sir T, Spencer Wells, Mr. George 
Cubitt, M.P., Dr. Farquh&rson, M.P., CbL Making, 
M.P., Capt. Galton, Mr. Edwin Chadwick, C.B., Mr. 
Ernest Hart, Mr. C. Waring, the Hon. Rolto Russell, 
General Lowry, C.Ii,, Mr, George Shaw (chairman of the 
City Commission of Sewers), Mr. W. R. E. Coles, Mr. W. 
Chandler Roberts, of the Royal Mint, and Mr. Gregory, 
Master of the Clothworkers 1 Company. 

The proceedings were opened by the reading of a 
Report, which has been carefully prepared by the Council, 
detailing the steps which have already been taken, and 
giving particulars of the exhibitions of last year in London 
and Manchester. The Report also deals with the work 
which has been done regarding the chemical composition 
of smoke by Prof, Chandler Roberts, and the many tests 
of coal made by Mr. Clark. In this important investiga¬ 
tion, attention was called to the fact that a very great 
discrepancy exists between the heating efficiency of 
various types of grates, stoves, furnaces, and the like. 
In some forms of grate, for instance, only 22 per cent, of 
the total heat is utilised, whilst others require nearly 
three tons of coal to do the same work which other stoves 
manage to get out of one ton. 

The Council desired to report that, so far as they had 
been able to ascertain, the most marked benefit resulting 
from the movement had been in the increased use of gas 
and coke for heating purposes. The improvement in gas¬ 
heating apparatus had been considerable, and the use of 
coke had been greatly facilitated by its being supplied to 
the public in more convenient sizes than formerly, and by 
the introduction of firebrick or other slow-conducting 
substances used in the fireplaces for burning it. The use 
of smokeless coal had also been extended in the metro¬ 
polis ; but the Council found that the description of such 
coal supplied was in a large number of instances unsuit¬ 
able or inferior, and from that cause, coupled with the 
fact that smokeless coals were not generally supplied by 
coal merchants, there had not been, so far, any very 
marked increase in its consumption. Marked improve¬ 
ment had, however, been made in open grates and 
stoves for burning that description of coal, and one firm 
of manufacturers, who brought out a cheap stove at the 
South Kensington Exhibition, had sold upwards of 14,000 
during the past two years ; and they remarked that the 
public seemed ready to burn non-smoky coal if proper 
stoves for using it were offered at a reasonable price. 
Appliances for improving the draught of chimneys had 
also been introduced lately, and that tended to facilitate 
the use of smokeless coal. The Council had examined 
the present state of the administration of the law for the 
suppression of smoke, and they considered that in view 
of the enormous extension of buildings and factories in 
London and large towns, and in view also of the evidence 
that smoke could be to a great extent, if not entirely, 
avoided, the scope of legislative enactments for abating 
smoke should be extended and their provisions duly en¬ 
forced. 

One part of the Report deals with a matter to which 
we attach the greatest importance. It is suggested that 
there should be some place, which the public con visit 
and where they may examine any apparatus that is 
approved of, or which they may wish to purchase; but 
above this it is pointed out that a place is requisite where 
scientific, chemical, and other tests may be made for the 
information of the public generally, but especially for the 
help of inventors and manufacturers who may wish to 
try new suggestions. The Report also suggests that jfc 
connection with this there should be some place for dis¬ 
cussion and public lectures, for the general advancement 
and diffusion of knowledge touching smoke abatement 
The third proposal is certainly the most doubtful one,but the 
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iir^t and second are so important that the less time that is 
lost in starting such an institution the better; and we are 
glad to learn that towards its foundation the Duke of 
Westminster has promised 500/., Mr. C. Waring 100/., 
and Mr. Cubitt 100A 

The most important speech, perhaps, was that made by 
the Duke of Westminster, in moving the adoption oi the 
Report. He pointed out that we are face to face with a 
very gigantic evil—an evil not only gigantic in itself, but, 
considering the enormous yearly increase of 40,000 in the 
population, one of a very alarming character. Therefore 
it was necessary that some steps should be taken to abate, 
if not to entirely do away with, that monstrous evil, 
which affected the health and vitality of the inhabitants 
of the metropolis. They were all aware of the evil effects 
of smoke, and how far worse it became when mixed with 
fog, but they believed that it was an evil which might be 
considerably modified if not entirely prevented. They 
had indisputable authority for saying that smoke was very 
wasteful and destructive. The waste in London alone 
amounted to one million yearly, and the waste in the 
country must be taken in proportion to that in the metro¬ 
polis. They had also the highest authority for informing 
the public that the evil affected the health of those who 
lived under the canopy of smoke. Its effect on public 
buildings was also most destructive, and Mr. Shaw-Lefevre 
had said that to repair the damage done by its agency to 
the Houses of Parliament alone involved an expenditure 
of 2500/. per annum, and there could be no greater curse 
and bane to the metropolis than that smoke nuisance. The 
object of the meeting was to impress upon the public the 
importance of the subject. The Smoke Nuisance Act had 
been useful in the past, and could be made more efficacious 
in the future if its provisions were more strenuously en¬ 
forced. Quoting from the correspondence which had taken 
place between the Home Office and the Association upon 
the subject, the speaker said that the Home Secretary 
had stated that in the majority of cases the fines inflicted 
were far less in amount than had been contemplated 
by the Act. That was not a right state of things, and 
efforts should be made to remedy it as soon as possible ; 
and it was not unreasonable to suppose that with a 
proper enforcement of the law a check to a certain extent 
might be put upon the nuisance. After some other obser¬ 
vations, his Grace concluded by moving the adoption of 
the Report. 

Sir Spencer Wells and Sir Frederick Abel spoke in 
favour of the Duke of Westminster’s proposal, which was 
carried unanimously. 

The next resolution was moved by the Duke of North¬ 
umberland, and was to the following effect“ That the 
period has now arrived at which systematic inquiry is 
desirable into the application of the resources of technical 
science for the abatement of smoke now largely produced 
m industrial processes and in the heating of houses, as 
well as into the operation of the existing laws for smoke 
abatement; and that the Council of the National Smoke 
Abatement Institution be requested to urge upon the 
Government the desirability of appointing a Royal Com¬ 
mission for the purpose.” 

This was seconded by Sir Wm. Siemens and carried. 
y 5 fifad t0 see that it was acknowledged that the 
stated objects of the Smoke Abatement Institution, and 
* hich has atte hded its past efforts, had 
established a claim not only to the subport of the meeting, 
hut to that of the City of London and other great cities 
and towns, 

1. * nust congratulate the Council of the new institution 
S^iT ke ’1. Be, *y wl * ic k they are displaying, and we believe 
* to* years the success they will then have met 
wtn will lead one to hope that in process of time the 
au ^uce which kills its tens of thousands annually, 
snjLmakes life in a great city like London almost unbear- 
will to a certain extent be done away with. 


NOTES 

Great efforts arc being made by the Council of the Society 
of Arts and its chairman, Sir William Siemens, who has again 
been elected to this office, to make their conversazione, to be held 
on the 25th iiLst. at the Fisheries Exhibition, a great success. 
The fountains are to be illuminated by coloured fires, and the 
gardtns, as well as the Exhibition Buildings, will be lighted by 
the electric light. The band of tbe 6th Thuringian Regiment 
of German Infantry will perform in the building. 

A meeting which may have an important result upon science 
and art instruction in this country has been inaugurated at 
Manchester. An association has been established to effect the 
general advancement of the profession of science and art teach¬ 
ing by securing improvements in tbe schemes of study and the 
establishment of satisfactory relations between teachers and the 
Science and Art Department, the City and Guilds of London 
Institute, and other public authorities. It proposes also to col¬ 
lect such information as may be of service to teachers profession¬ 
ally, and it will endeavour by constant watchfulness to advance 
the status and material interests of science and art teachers in all 
directions. The president of the new Association is Prof. Huxley, 
and the vice-presidents are Dr. H. E. Roscoe, Mr. Norman 
Lockyer, Prof. Boyd Dawkins, Prof. Gamgee, Prof. Ayrton, 
Prof, Silvanus Thompson, Dr. John Watts, Mr. S. Leigh- 
Gregson, Mr. John Angetl, Mr. W. Lockett Agnew, Mr. C. M. 
Foden, and Mr. J. 11 . Reynolds. Mr. W. E. Crowther, of the 
Technical School and Mechanics Institution, Manchester, is the 
Honorary Secretary, and all communications should be ad¬ 
dressed to him, especially by those who are desirous of forming 
affiliated unions in other districts. We believe that branches 
are already l>eing established at Newcastle-upon-Tyne and 
Liver pool. 

Dr. J. H. Gilbert, F.R.S., has been elected a Correspond¬ 
ing Member of the Institute of France (Academy of Sciences). 

The treasurer of the Darwin Memorial Fund has received 
through Dr. Elforing of Helsingfors a cheque for 94/, 4s. , that 
being the amount collected in Finland as a contribution to the 
memorial. That so large an amount should have been collected 
in so small a Country is only an additional proof of the ready 
recognition which the great works of Darwin have received in 
other countries as w ell as our own. The fund now amounts to 
3300/. 

The Lick Observatory, we learn from Science, has made much 
progress during the past year. The dome for the small equa¬ 
torial has now been finished, and U certainly the most complete 
and convenient one of its size in America. The building of the 
observatory in which the great thirty-six-inch equatorial is to be 
placed is also programing. The walls of the main building are 
half completed, and the cellar for the dome has been excavated. 
The four-inch transit-house and the buildings for the photo¬ 
heliographs have been in working order now for some time, as 
they were used in a successful observation of the transit of Venus 
last December. In a few w eeks the building foe the meridian 
circle will be commenced, as well as a home for the astronomer* 
and buildings to contain the appliances for moving the dome, 
and for the general heating and lighting of the observatory. Two 
brick reservoirs for spring water, the one containing 83,000 
gallons, the other 20,000 gallons; have been constructed, and 
another reservoir to contain 83,000 gallons of rain-water will 
shortly be commenced. The roads have been extended. Some 
of the original arrangements of the observatory buildings, which 
were only provisional; have now been replaced by more sub¬ 
stantial and permanent structures,, and by die end of the season 
great progress will have been made. 
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Science announces the death last month of Stephen Alexander, 
Professor Emeritus of Astronomy at Princetown. He was edu¬ 
cated at Union College, where he graduated in 1824, In 1840 
he was appointed Professor of Astronomy at Princetown, and 
more recently he received a Professorship of Mechanics. It 
was as an astronomer, however, that he was most generally 
known. 

We have been asked by the local secretaries of the Meeting ot 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science to be 
held at Southport in September next to call the attention of 
those who have in their possession scientific instruments, curiosi¬ 
ties, and other objects of special or artistic interest, to the fact 
thAt there will be an exhibition of such articles in connection 
with the meeting of the Association. Intending exhibitors and 
others Interested in this matter should communicate with Mr. Ch. 
de Wechmar Stoess, the Hon. Sec. Conversazione Committee, 
and Mr. Alfred Morgan, the Hon. Sec. for Exhibits, immediately. 

The steamer Pola has just called at Reikjavik, in Iceland, on 
her way to Jan Mayen, to bring away the Austrian observation 
party wintering there. Towards the end of the present month 
the Swedish gunboat IJrd will proceed to Spit2bergen to relieve 
the Swedish party wintering there. It is reported, l>oth from 
Iceland and Norway, that the state of the ice in the Arctic seas 
is very favourable to navigation. 

The Sofhia, Baron Nordenskjold's vessel, left Rodefjord, 
Iceland, for Ivigtuk, in Greenland, on June to, leaving Count 
Stromfelt and Drs. Arpi and Flink behind to pursue geological 
and botanical researches there. 

A letter from M. Thouard, the well known French traveller, 
dated Santiago (Chili), states that he heard from Chiriguanos 
Indians that a part of the Crevaux party were still prisoners of 
the Toba* tribe. M. Thouard will try to assist his countrymen. 

Mr. Crookes and Professors Odling and Tidy have lately 
given in their Report on the composition and quality of London 
water during 1882 to the Local Government Board. In that 
year they examine 1 2110 samples of water drawn in nearly equal 
proportions from the mains of all the seven London Companies; 
testing generally seven samples daily by their colour according to 
the registers of the colour-meter, by the quantity of free oxygen 
and ammonia contained in them, by the amount of oxygen re¬ 
quired for oxidation of the organic matter present in them, by 
their proportions of organic carbon and nitrogen, of nitrates and 
chlorine, and by their initial hardness in degrees of Clark’s scale. 
The results exhaustively set forth in numerical tables are further 
illustrated by seven diagrams, in each of which three wave-lines 
represent the fluctuations throughout the year of discoloration, 
of the proportion of organic carbon, and of the amount of oxygen 
required to oxidise the organic matter of the water of the London 
Company in question. These diagrams show to the eye what 
the statistics confirm, the remarkable parallelism existing between 
the degree of discoloration, the amount of organic carbon present 
in the water as determined by combustion, and the amount of 
oxygen requisite to oxidation of the organic matter as determined 
by permanganate. The Report altogether would seem to reflect 
most favourably on the quality of London water. Throughout 
the whole year the water of the New River Company as deter¬ 
mined by the samples was, without exception, “dear, bright, 
and well filtered,” a character supported by analyses of other 
kinds, and in only a few cases in the samples of the other Com¬ 
panies was the water describable as 44 turbid,” " slightly turbid,” 
or 4 ‘very slightly turbid.” For the nine months from February 
to October 1883 the organic matter in the water of all the London 
Companies is estimated at *137 per 100,000, and the highest 
monthly mean for the same period at *181 per 100,000, There 
is, however, one important factor in the question with which 


chemical analysis cannot directly ©ope, the (Kunparativetimoeuoua* 
ness, namely, of the organic matter present in the water accord¬ 
ing as it is of vegetable origin, or its comparative virulence 
according as it is of animal origin. As Prof. Huxley, in a lec¬ 
ture in 1880 to the Chemical Society, said, water as regards 
chemical analysis may be perfectly unobjectionable, and yet as 
regards its operation on the human body deadly as prussic acid. 

We have received advanced copies of the following books 
from the Literary Superintendent of the Fisheries Exhibition j— 

* * British Marine and Freshwater Fishes,” by W, SaviUe Kent, 

F. L. S., F.Z.S,; “Zoology and Food Fishes,” by George Bond 
Howes, Demonstrator of Biology at the Normal School of 
Science ; 44 On the Capture of Salmonidae and the Acclimatisa¬ 
tion of Fish,” by Sir James Ramsay Gibson Maitland, Bart,; 
and “The Fishery Laws,” by Frederick Pollock. We mtist 
congratulate tbe Commissioners of the International Fisheries 
Exhibition on their activity, and on their care for the scientific 
aspect of the specimens in their collection. There are two kinds 
of books published by the Exhibition authorities. Reports of 
papers read at the conferences and the important discussions 
which have followed their reading are published, and other books 
are written in explanation of the exhibits and other subjects 
bearing upon fish and fish culture. 

There is an interesting article on “The Import Duty on 
Scientific Journals ” in Science for June 29. The writer ventures 
to suggest that at its next meeting, the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science should appoint a committee to draw 
up a defiuite list of those foreign technical journals of mathe* 
matics, physics, chemistry, mineralogy, geology, geography, 
botany, zoology, physiology, and ethnology which do not com¬ 
pete with similar enterprises of publishing firms in the United 
States, and urge Congress to pass a special Act putting these 
journals on the free list. The article goes on to say that, if a 
suitable Bill were drawn up, there is little doubt that some 
member of Congress could be found to introduce it, and if 
framed so that it touched no publisher's pocket, and vigorously 
supported by the scientific influence of the country, it would 
certainly become law. 

The earthquake at Voss in Norway on June 13, reported in 
Nature latt week (p. 233), was felt over the entire district 
between Bergen and Aalesund, but most severely in the well- 
known Dalsfjdrd. A further shock was felt over the same dis¬ 
trict on June 15 at 1.50 p.m., and some people assert that 
another followed at about 11 a.m. on the following day. 

On the evening of the 2ud last. a terrific cyclone passed over 
Stockholm. Its course was north-west to north-east. Houses 
were unroofed, trees uprooted, and a cumber of people thrown 
down, while not a shred of canvas was left on the masts of the 
vessels in the harbour. Barely a mile from the track of the 
cyclone there was almost a perfect calm. 

Ws learn that the Dutch Government have decided not to 
grant the sum of 30,000 guilders which Baron Nprdenakjttld 
claims as tbe discoverer of the North-East Passage. The 
decision is founded on the motive which led the States General 
in 1596 to offer this award, vis. to find a passage of cemtwrd&t 
value to the nation ; Baron Nordenskjdld having, however, dls* 
covered what may be termed a purely scientific one, the award, 
it is argued, has not been earned. As several reasons have bain 
advanced for this claim made by the gallant Swedish explorer, 
we do not think we err when we assert that it was his intention 
to have expended the sum in the Interest of science, via cm an 
expedition to the Arctic regions. 

A State paper recently issued by the Minister of PnhBe 
Works in France contains srane interesting details on thd Preach 



NATURE 


281 


fuiyt 9, 1883] 

mineral waters. There are 1037 sources which are worked. Of 
these 319 are sulphurous, 357 alkaline, 136 iron, and 215 salt; 
386 are cold, that is to say, they do not exceed 13“ C in tem¬ 
perature, and 641 are thermal. They are distributed as follows 1 
—Puy-de-Ddme, 94; Ardiche, 77; Vosges, 76; Ariege et 
Tyr^n^es Oriental©#, 69 j Haute* Pyrites, 64. The paper also 
states the number of visitors to these different waters. Tt appears 
that the Haute#-Pyr^nte are the most frequented. During the 
past year this department alone has had 44,476 visitors, thus dis¬ 
tributed i—Puy*de-DAme, 18,619; l’AUiers, 16,430; la Haute- 
Garonne, 14,230 ; le# Landes, 12,954- The water flowing from 
all the 1027 sources is estimated at 46,412 litres per minute. 

The Chevalier Fr&Hric Franchetti, engineer at Leghorn, has re¬ 
ferred M, de Parville to a curious passage in Galileo’s "Dialogues ” 
touching a possible early origin of the electric telegraph. In the 
dialogue Sagrado says that he calls to mind a man who wanted 
to tell him a secret which would give him the power by means 
of a certain sympathy of magnetised wires to speak to any one 
two or three thousand miles off. The bargain however fell 
through, as the inventor would not try any shorter distance, and 
Sagrado declined to go to Cairo or Muscovy to try the experi¬ 
ment. The story is told in the last number of the Revue Scien- 
tifique . The reference given is p. 97 of the first day, Leghorn 
Edition, 1874. 

The Executive Committee of the International'Fisheries Ex¬ 
hibition has published a penny plan and tour as a complete 
guide to the leading and most interesting features of the Exhi¬ 
bition, which wc think will prove useful. 

We have some very interesting figure* before us comparing 
the different inodes of illumination in respect to the amount of 


products of combustion :— 

Water 

Product* per hour. 

Carbonic lft 

Light of 100 candles. 

vapour, 

kilos. 

acid m 

cubic metres. 

calories 

Electric lamp, arc. 

O 

• p v 0 . a 1 

57-158 

„ „ incandescent.. 

0 

• • • 0 in 

29 <^ 53 6 

Gas* Argand burner . 

o-86 

... C46 ... 

4860 

Lamp, petroleum, flat flame.. 

o‘8o 

... 0'95 ... 

7200 

„ colza oil . 

085 

... 1*00 ... 

6800 

Candle, paraffin . 

o *99 

... 1*22 ... 

92OO 

,, tallow . 

1*05 

... 1 45 * • • 

97OO 


These we think are quite sufficient to show the great supremacy 
of electric lighting over all other methods of illumination when 
considered as a matter of health. 


W* learn from Naturtn that a hitherto unknown form of the 
potato disease, which had been making slow but steady pro¬ 
gress near Stavanger during the last ten or twelve years, has 
recently begun to show increased energy, The stalk of the plant 
is the part affected, and here Herr Anda has discovered small 
white fungoid growths, which after a time assume a greenish, 
and finally a black, colour, after attaining the size of a small 
bean. While the fungus is rapidly increasing at the expense of 
the plant, the interior of the stem is first reduced to a pulpy 
condition, and next shrivelled and hollowed out, until nothing 
remains but a mere outer shell, which breaks down on being 
torched. When the ripe black germs of the fungus have re¬ 
mained in the earth through the winter, they are found after the 
return of the next year’s warmth to have developed small stalked 
fruits filled with minute spores, which penetrate into the yoilng 
plant# before they appear above the ground. The end of July 
or beginning of August is the time when the ravages of the 
fungus are most conspicuous, and at those periods whole fields 
of potato plants are often rapidly reduced to the condition of 
withered straw. 

Wt have received from the Minister of Mines of New South 
Wales the report of the Chief Inspector of Mines for the year 


1882. Besides the usual statistics, a great part of the report 
is occupied with suggestions for the improvement of the present 
law of the colony for preventing accidents to workmen in mines. 

From a comparison between the lids of birds observed at Salt* 
dalen in Norway by the ornithologist Sommerfelts, from 1805 
to 1825, and those which are now found in the district, it would 
appear, according to Herr Hageman of the Norwegian Forest 
Department, that the smaller singing birds are much more largely 
represented now than formerly. The ortolan and crossbill, 
I Jibuti do urbiea and rus tied t the common sparrow and the 
chaffinch, which are now abundant, were then unknown in the 
district, while the common sparrow was only observed on one 
occasion by Sommerfelts. Herr Anda ascribes the present in¬ 
crease in numbers and species to the better cultivation of the 
land and the clearing of the fir-woods. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Kinkajou {Cercoleptes caudwolvtdud) from 
South America, presented by Mr. H. V, Brackenbury ; a Syrian 
Fermcc [Cams famelitut 9 ) from North Africa, presented by 
Mr. J. H. James; a Blau-bok {Cephalophus pygmaus 9 ) from 
South Africa, presented by Mr. Ernest Honey ; a Slender-billed 
Cockatoo (Liemetis tmuirosiris) from Australia, presented by 
Mrs. A. C. Biddle; an Earl’s Weka Rail (Ocydrotuus carlii) 
from North Island, New Zealand, presented by Mrs. Wilson ; 
two Wood Owls (Syrmum alueo ), British, presented by Mr. J# 
Metcalfe ; two Black Guillemots (Uria grylle) from Ireland, pre¬ 
sented by Mr. H. Becher; a Vervet Monkey (Cercopitkecus 
lalandii 6 ) from South Africa, a Moor Macaque (Macacus 
viaurut 6 ), a Bonnet Monkey (Macaeus radiatus 9 ) from India, 
two Common Snakes (Tropidonotus natrix; var.), European, a 
Spotted Cavy ( Ccr/ogefiys poca\ two Hairy-lumped Agoutis 
(Dtxsyprocta prymnolophd) from Guiana, deposited ; a Black 
Howler (Mycetcs car aye 6 ) from Brazil, purchased ; a Japanese 
Deer {Cervus sika rf ), a Burrhel Wild Sheep (Ovis burrhel 9 ), 
born in the Gardens. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Total Solar Eclipse of August 28-29, 1886.— 
This great eclipse is a return of that of August 17-18, 1868, 
which was extensively observed in the Bombay and Madras 
Presidencies and in other parts of its track from Aden to Torres 
Straits. In 1886 the track of the central line is mainly over the 
Atlantic Ocean, and at that portion of it where the duration of 
totality is* longest it will not be observable on land. It is there¬ 
fore of interest to examine the possible conditions of observation. 
In deducing the results which follow, the places of the sun and 
moon have been taken from the Nautical Almanac^ where New¬ 
comb’s corrections to Hansen’s Lunar Tables are introduced. 
As will be seen from the Epliemeris, the central eclipse com^ 
mences in longitude 79 ° 46' west of Greenwich, and latitude 9° 
48' north, off Colon, in the isthmus of Panama, thence running 
ia the direction of the Windward Islands across the northern 
parts of New Grenada and Venezuela; passing over the Island 
of Grenada, it traverses the Atlantic, and meets the coast ot 
Africa in the Portuguese possessions, not far from St, Philip de 
Benguela, and crossing South Africa to Sofala, it ends on the 
east coast of Madagascar. At Cartagena the duration of totality 
is 3m, 2i. t with the sua at an altitude of 5“; at Maracaybo the 
duration is 2ra. 57s., with the san 9“ above the horizon. The 
southern extremity of the Island of Grenada will have the 
most advantageous condition# for observation, having regard 
to length of totality and accessibility. The total eclipse 
begins there at 7 h. nm. Os. a*m. on Auptd 29, and 
continue# 3m. 42s,, the sun being at an altitude of 20 ; 
at the northern extremity of the Island the length of total 
eclipse is about five seconds lew. In Carriacou, the principal 
island In the Grenadines, the duration of totality is 3m. 
ais. ; at the iwythem point of Tobago it is itn, 51s. On 
the Atlantic^ where the mm is on the meridian at the middle of 
the eclipse, or In longitude 14 9 a/ west and latitude 2° Sf north, 
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totality, according to the elements we have adopted, will con* 
tinue for 6tn. 31s. Near St. Philip de Benguela, on the central 
line, we find the sun will be hidden for 40344238., but the locality 
will hardly attract observers. It would rather appear that we 
must look for observations of this eclipse to tne Windward 
Islands only. The small island of Blanquilla is close upon the 
central line, but the sun has of course a less altitude there than 
in Grenada. 

The eclipse of August 7-8, 1850, one of the same series, was 
observed in the Sandwich Islands, the whole track of totality 
lying on the Pacific. 

Tempers Comet, 1873, II.—According to M. Schulhof’s 
corrected elements of this comet's orbit, which assigned a period 
of revolution of 5*200 years, at the last appearance in 1878, the 
next perihelion passage, neglecting the effect of perturbation, 
which can hardly be very material during the present revolution, 
may take place about November 19 under circumstances that 
will render observations difficult if they are practicable at all. 
Assuming the comet to be in perihelion on November 19*5 
G.M.T., we should have about the following positions:— 

QQ K.A. N.T.D. T nrr A T nil 

1683 h. m. . , Lo *' *• h °*' K of lijht. 

Oct. 18*5 ... 16 38*8 ... 108 59 ... 0*275 0*142 ... 0*146 

Nov. 19*5 ... 18 33*1 ... 114 i ... 0286 ... 0127 ... 0*149 

Dec. 2i*5 ... 20 36*4 ... 113 o ... 0*313 ... 0*142 ... 0*124 

In 1873, under an intensity of light of 0*385, ihe comet was the 
extremum visibile, in a fine sky, with a 7-inch refractor. 


SOLID AND LIQUID ILLUMINA TING AGENTS 

‘T'HE Journal of the Society of Arts publishes in ft recent 
A number an interesting lecture given by Mr. Leopold Field, 
F.C.S., on “Solid and Liquid Illuminating Agents.” Mr. Field 
not only deals with the chemistry of these bodies, but he gives 
also a most interesting account of the means of lighting in use 
among the ancients, to which a brief reference may be made. 

The earliest known method of illumination was in all proba¬ 
bility that of the torch, formerly used largely in northern 
countries, and doubtless still furnishing the Lapp and the Finn 
with their light. The torch is cut from the pitch pine, and 
around it clings the exuded resin. When lighted it burns with 
a large red flame, producing a great deal of smoke. Used for 
cooking purposes a brand might get saturated with fat, so that it 
would burn longer without consuming its own fibre. 

This, as pointed out by Mr. Field, was the old method of 
lighting. Substituting for their brand a piece of rope and 
saturating this with pitch or resin we get the modern link, con* 
necting us on foggy days with the old modes of lighting. The 
work link itself, and probably also the idea, comes from the Greek 
Ktyvos, or perhaps the Latin luchnus (Cicero) as the German 
fackel comes from the Greek tyikerKot (faggot), a bundle of f.ticks 
—■ after, a torch, hut our own word torch is more evidently 
from the Latin tartitium, a twisted thing, now however more 
properly applicable to the link. Our pine torch too is obtained 
from the Roman A*/*-— slips of the treda, or Italian pitch pine, 
that being the muni outdoor light of Rome; whilst Funalia, 
which Virgil tells us were used to light Dido's palace— 

”- dependent lychni laqucftribus aureU 

Ineemi, ct noclem flammis fun aha vincunt.*' 

is evidehtly from funis , a rope. Their composition was rather 
that of a fimr kind of link, flambeaux, consisting of a centre of 
oakum, which was surrounded by alternate layers of rosin and 
crude beeswax, outside of all being a bleached coating of the 
latter. They were more costly than other kinds of torch, and 
giving a less nnoky light vrere more generally employed for the 
illumination of halls, staircases, &c. 

At what date this torch fell into disuse is a question which 
cannot be definitely answered, as in old times words applied 
to various illuminating agents, which have a very fixed and 
definite meaning in our day, were then interchangeable. In our 
translation of the Scriptures “candle” and "candlestick ” are 
used indiscriminately with lamp, and, did we not know that 
candles proper and candlestick* w ere unknown at this period, we 
might infer that they were both in use. An explanation of this 
U'e of the words "candle” and "candlestick,” however, ip 
found iu the fact that the Latin candelabrum and the Greek 
l arin luchnuchus (Cicero), meant " lamps!and.” 

Again, in Matt. xxv. *-5, where we find the parable of the 
Virgins, the word Xvxvbi is rendered lamp, But a study of the 


etymology of the words s^hows that they are derived from roots 
signifying to shine or burn—as candela, KavH^a, akin to candor, 
to shine (Persian, landed; Sans., km) — \b%***t lucerna, from 
lux, light (Sans, l&k), \dfiiras, lam fas, probably connected with 
lame, and the Hebrew la fad, to shine. 

But although it is doubtful at what date the torch fell into 
disuse, it may l>e concluded that it was succeeded by the lamp. 
We find evidence of this in studying mythology. Thus Ceres, 
according to the old legend, sought her daughter in hell with a 
torch; Apuleius make- Psyche drop hot oil on Cupid from a 
lamp. Whether candles proper, i.e. wicks surrounded with wax, 
were known before or after lamps had come in*o use is doubtful. 
Martial (first century A.D.) speaks thus concerning the candle:— 

“ N offiitm candela nobis antiqua dtderunt 

Non no rat parcas uncta luceroa patrcs“—{Ep. xfv. 43). 

Here, however, torch, i,a funalia —which the old Romans in 
reference to its shining qualities w ould rather call candela than 
funalia —may be alluded to. In the Greek the word KavWi\a is 
a derivation from the Latin, not being met with until it is found 
in the writings of Athenaeus. This author lived in the second 
century A.C., and in his " Deipnosophistse ” he says :— 

“ Si rat &&po(titwpc daoaplov kcwS^Aqs 

By that time, however, the rushlight had come into pretty 
general use, and no doubt it is to this that reference is here 
made. 

But it is from a passage in Apuleius's Mctam. iv. that we get 
the most valuable and conclusive information on this point. A 
noise being heard in the middle of the night, we are told that 
the household come in with "tsedte, lucerna, sebaceir, certi-, et 
ceteris,” that is with torches of pine, lamps, tallow candles, and wax 
tapers, which therefore clearly proves that caudles both of wax 
and tallow were in use at this date. It seems, however, that 
the candle was probably used by the poorer people. At all 
events the lamp was a mark of respectability, as in another verse 
of Martial (Apoph. 42) we find that an apology is made for the 
use of a wax light instead of a lamp :— 

“Hie tibi nocturne* prtofttabit cereus ignis 
Subducta est punro namqtie lucerna tuo.'* 

Juvenal (iii. 287) also speaks of the 11 breve lumen candelue.” 
In the British Museum, too, there is a fragment of a large candle 
found in Vaison, near Orange, and said to belong to the first 
century A.c. Such candles were probably providtd with wicks 
consisting of the pith of rushes rudely covered with crude wax 
or tallow. Candlesticks for these existed, and later on they had 
a spike to penetrate the butt of the candle. However, the name 
candelabrum was more generally applied to the pilfer on w bicb 
the oil lamp stood or from which it was suspended. Since no 
attempt was made to provide for the current of air so necessary 
for proper combustion, these pld lamps smoked exceedingly, so 
much indeed that it v as the duty of one of the slaves of the 
household to go round each morning and wipe the soot from the 
pictures and statues. In one case, however, at the Krectheum 
of the Athens Acropolis, the lamp, whi'ch was of pure gold, was 
provided with a flue. This wa» a very large lamp, requiring to 
be filled but once in a year. Callimachus designed it for the 
new temple about 400 B.c., but the smoke was found to be so 
great an evil in anything designed for such a purpose, that the lamp 
was provided with a chimney in the shape of a broute palm-tree 
inverted. But however magnificent ana elaborate the design, it 
is certain that the economy t f the lamp remained stationary. 

It was generally filled with olive oil and provided with a wick 
either of oakum, or of the dearer Carpasian flax (cotton?). 
Occasionally, Pliny informs us, bitumen was used to fill the 
lamp ; Italy, in some parts, being rich in springs of that mineral 
and Detroit um. Further east, and especially among the tribes 
dwelling on the shores of the Dead Sea, bitumen mid naphtha 
were much used as illuminating agents, and for other purposes. 
It may be suggested that the sacred pit-fire Nepli was of this 
nature. The well-known Egyptologist, Mr. Basil Cooper, has 
suggested the following as the origin of thdtfeard naphtha, vfe 
NA, water, of Phtha, the Hepharolo*, or Vulcan of Egypt's 
deities, £he god of fire. This idea receives some support firm 
the fact that the Indians who sold the first petroleum as Seme, 
oil, and used it largely in their rites of worship, termed it fire* 
water, which name is now applied to aloohql. 

Herodotus (ii, 62), writing of the Lyehnokaie (feast of lamps) 
at Sate, in Egypt, in 450 b.c., only expresses surprise at the 
number of the lamps, and not at the lamps themselves ao that 
by this time they were getting into general use. Although their 
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introduction a« a means of illumination was very gradual and 
slow in Greece, yet by the end of the fifth century lhc. they 
were probably in general use at least among the upper ranks of 
society* The lamp of which Herodotus speaks, which we have 
mentioned above, differed in no respect from that in use at Rome, 
the wick (tfm/oAAh) being ma-ie from the woolly leaves of an In¬ 
digenous plant, which was passed through the nose {hvkti ip) of 
the lamp Into the crude olive oil. 

So much for the methods of lighting in use in ancient times. 

It is worthy of notice how the two elements of fire and light 
have ever been invested with divine attributes and set up for 
worship. The Persian raon&rchs have silver fire trays borne 
before them into battle. The Lychnokaie, the lamp feast of the 
Egyptians, referred to above, has a representative in the Chinese 
feast of lanterns, which takes place on the 15th of the first month. 
Not only this, but lamp festivals have been common to all 
nations. The Greeks had their Aa/Mra 8 i;- 5 poM/a, the Homans 
their Lupercalia, the latter of which gave way to the institution 
of Pope Gelasius, Candlemas, unless it be, as some have it, that 
Virgilius supplanted the Pro erpina by this festival, but in any 
case they are both candle festivals. We learn from Pliny's 
“ Natural History ” that the Romans used wax candles in certain 
rites. They lighted lamps too in honour of Prometheus, who 
caught fire from heaven ; of Minerva, who gave them oil; and 
of Vulcan, the originator of lamps; they had their fax bdli t the 
war torch, the fax nuptiaUs % the marriage emblem. 

Lamps, too, filled with scented oil were placed on the tombs 
of the dead. An oracular statue of Hermes in Achaia was 
“worked " by lighting a lamp before him and placing a small 
coin at his feet Then there is the eternal lamp of Vesta, which 
was tended by damsels of e*tabli hed reputation, the ever-lighted 
lamps of Mahomet\ tomb, Aaron's tabernacle, and Roman 
Catholic churches. Again there are those lamps in tombs 
said to have been found burning aficr the lapse of centuries, 
Boyle made a series of experiments with the air-pump which 
demonstrate the absurdity of such a belief. Mr. Field, how¬ 
ever, suggests the possibility of an asbestos wick communicating 
with a supply of light naphtha burning in a tomb not absolutely 
air-tight as a way out of the difficulty, and concludes by indors¬ 
ing Lamb’s opinion of our lndly-illuminated forefathers, that 
“one Can never hear mention of them without an accompanying 
feeling as though a palpable obi-cure had dimmed the face of 
things, and that our ancestors wandered to and fro—groping.” 


THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA 

'T' HE second annual meeting of the Royal Society of Canada 

A was held at Ottawa during May 22-35. The officers wdio 
Had been elected at the close of the Ja>t meeting were all present, 
viz President, Principal Dawson, C.M.G., F.R.S. ; Vice- 
President, Hon. 1 \ 1 . O. Chauveau, LL.D. ; Hon. Secretary, J.G. 
Bourinot, B.A. ; Hon. Treasurer, J. A. Grant, M.D. Besides 
the members of the Society, there were present also delegates 
from the various local literary and scientific socieiies of Canada 
and from several British and foreign societies. Interesiing 
inaugural addresses were delivered by His Excellency the 
Governor-General, who is Patron and Honorary President, by 
Principal Dawson, and by the Hon. Dr. Chauveau, 

The report of the Council showed that a favourable answer 
bad been received to the memorial to her Majesty the Queen, 
asking her gracious permission to name the Society the Royal 
Society of Canada; that an Act of Incorporation had accord¬ 
ingly been passed by the Dominion Parliament, and a sum of 
toool. sterling voted to assist in the payment of the expenses of 
publishing Transactions; and that steps had already been taken 
towards the formation of a national museum. 

A considerable portion of the time of the Society was occupied 
by the discussion of a draft constitution which was submitted by 
the Council. 

An address was presented by the Society to His Excellency 
the Marquis of Larne expressive of the gratitude of the members 
of the Society to him for the efforts be has made during the 
rime of his Governor-Generalship to further the interests of 
literature, science, and art. 

Several interesting papers were read in the French and English 
Literature, History and Archaeology Sections. 

Section of Mathematical, Physical aChemical 
Sciences 

The following papers were read in this Section, which was 
presided over by T. Sterry Hunt# F.R.S.:—(1) Prof, J. G. 
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MacGregor, D.Sc., Halifax, N.S., on “Experiments .“bowing 
that thePolarisation of Electrodes is independent of their Differ¬ 
ence of Potential.” The same current was passed through two 
electrolytic cells (i 1 scries) containing dilute sulphuric acid and 
platinum electrodes. The cells had the same section but 
differed in length. The electrodes, therefore, differed in poten¬ 
tial during the passage of the current, while the current had in 
both ceils the same density. Curves showing the variation with 
time of the electromotive force of the respective cells after the 
cessation of the polarising current were draw n, and were found 
to coincide. The measurements of difference of potential were 
made by means of the quadrant electrometer. (2) Prof B, J. 
Harrington, Ph.D., Montreal, on “An Analysis of two Minerals 
recently discovered in Canada — Meneghinite and Tennantite.” 
During the discussion of this paper Dr, J. H. Ellis, of Toronto, 
exhibited a specimen of tellurium which he had extracted from 
the gold ores of Lake Superior, (j) C. Baillargfc, C.E., Quebec, 
on “Hints to Young Geometers.” {4) Prof, E. Iiaanel, Ph.D., 
Cobourg, on “Hydriodic Acid as a Blowpipe Reagent.” The 
author had already proposed to use hjdriodic acid as a blowpipe 
reagent in the case of four metals. This paper described the results 
of experiments made to extend its employment to others. Instead 
of charcoal he used flat plates of plaster of Paris and in the 
case of all the metals which had been at the author’s ,disposal, 
the blowpipe brought out on these plates easily distinguishable 
characteristic colours. Owing to the difference of volatility 
(chiefly) of the products of decomposition, three or four metals 
con Id be detected as present in a mineral by a single test, so 
distinctive are the colours of the iodides and other compounds 
formed. Prof. Haanel gave mo t successful experimental illus¬ 
trations of the new method before the Section. (5) Prof. Cole¬ 
man, Cobourg, on “The Spectra of certain of the Characteristic 
Colours of Prof. HaancPs Method of Blowpipe Analysis.” 
(6) Prof. N. F. Dupuis, A.M., Kingston, on “ The Construc¬ 
tion of a Clock intended to show both Mean and Sidereal Time.” 
The author had constructed the clock described ; it gave a much 
closer approximation to accuracy than any such instrument 
hitherto proposed. (7) E. Deville, C.E., Ottawa, on “The 
Measurement of Terrestrial Distances by Astronomical Observa¬ 
tions.” The author deduced expres ions for such distances in 
terms of differences of latitude and of azimuth respectively, and 
showed the influence of various sources of error in the use of 
these expressions. (8) T. McFarlane, M.E., Montreal, on 
“ The Reduction of Sulphate of Soda by Carbon.” (9) C. 
BaiJlargd, C.E., Quebec, on “Simplified Solutions of two of 
the more difficult cases in Hydrographic Surveying,” and on 
11 The Measurement of Surveys by Spherical Triangles and 
Polygons on a Sphere of any Radius.” (10) Sandford Fleming, 
C.M.G., Ottawa, on “The Adoption of a Universal Meridian 
for the Regulation of Time. 1 ’ Trie author showed that the pro¬ 
posal he had made some years ago was meeting with a favourable 
reception. In connection with this paper the Section adopted 
a resolution urging the Society to memorialise the Governor- 
General, asking that he use his influence to induce the Imperial 
Government to grant representation to Canada at the Inter¬ 
national Conference on Staudard Time to be held at the invita¬ 
tion of the President of the United States, (ex) Reports by 
Prof. A. Johnson, LL.D„ Montreal, and C. H. Carpinall, 
M.A., Toronto, Superintendent of the Meteorological Service, 
on “The Preparations made for the Observation of the Transit 
of Venus in Canada, and on the Observations which had been 
made.” (12) Dr. J. H. Ellis Toronto, on "A Remarkable 
Sulphur Spring near Tort Stanley,” and on “ A Method by which 
the Tannin Determination of Lbwehthal might be utilised for 
the Detection of Impurities or Adulterations in Spices,” (13) 
F, W, Gisborne, Esq., Ottawa, on “ Recent Improvements In 
Practical Telegraphy.” (14) T. McFarlane, M.E,, Montreal, 
on “ The Decomposition of. Zinc Sulphate by Common Salt.” 
(15) T. Sterry Hunt, F.R.S., on “The Mechanical Transfer of 
Matter in the process of Segregation.” 

Prof. Cherriman, M.A., (Ottawa, was elected president, Mr. 
T. McFarlane vice-president, and Prof. A. Johnson secretary of 
the Section for the next year. 

Section of Geological and Biological Sciences 

A. R, C. Selwyn, F.R.S., Director of the Geological Survey 
of Canada, presided over this-section. The following papers 
were Dn Selwyn, cm “Notes on the Geology of 

Lake Superior, The points in-isted on were : the conformity 
of the Laurentton and Hu roman divisions of the older crystalline 
rocks; the Lower Cambrian age of the upper copper-bearing 
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.rocks of Logan, called Animikie, Nepigon, and Keweenian, by 
Or* Hunt, and the unconformity of the Animikie divisions to 
the underlying Huronian, by some geologists in the United 
States supposed to be of the same age* .*(5) Mr. W. Saunders, 
of London, Ont., “ On the Influence or *Sex on Hybrids among 
Fruits," This paper gave some of the results of Mr, Saunders’s 
experience in hybridising fruits. The facts cited confirmed the 
view that the influence of the female is more strongly expressed 
in the habit, character of growth, and constitution of the vine, 
bush, or tree, while the influence of the male is more distinctly 
seen m the form, colour, and quality of the fruit, and in the case 
of hybrid grapes in the size and form of the seeds also. (3) 
Mr. G. F, Mathew, of St. John, N.B., on “The Method of 
distinguishing Lacustrine from Marine Deposits,” baaed on care¬ 
ful observations on the deposits now taking place and accumu¬ 
lated since the Pleistocene period in lakes in New Brunswick. 
(4) Dr. J. A, Grant, of Ottawa, on “The Inferior Maxilla of 
the Phoca Granlandica from Green's Creek, near Ottawa. {5) 
Principal Dawson, of Montreal, on “ Spores and Spore-cases, 
from the Brian Rocks.” The author referred to the discussion 
many years ago by the officers of the Geological Survey of a 
bituminous shale at Kettle Point, Lake Huron, of vast numbers 
of minute round disks, which were recognised as the spore-cases 
of some cryptogaroous plant, and named SporangiUs Huronensis. 
More recently Prof. Orton, of Columbus, Ohio, Prof. Williams, 
of Cornell, and Prof. Clarke, of Northampton, have found in 
the Erum and Lower Carboniferous shales of Ohio and New 
York beds replete with these organisms, and Prof. Orton has 
shown reason to believe that they are connected with filamentous 
stems found in the game layers, and also that they have contri¬ 
buted largely to the bituminous matter present in the shales in 
which they occur. Similar bodies have also been found 
associated with the curious plants known as Ptilophvton and 
Trochophyllum. Still more recently specimens from the Erian 
of Brazil have been sent to the author by Mr. Darby, of the 
Brazilian Geological Survey, which seem to throw additional 
light on these bodies. They are oval or rounded or in the form 
of flattened sacs, containing numbers of rounded disks, and so 
closely resembling the utrides or spore sacs of the Rhizocarps as 
to make it extremely probable that they belonged to plants 
of this class. Should this conjecture be sustained by sub¬ 
sequent inquiries it would show that this peculiar group 
is of much greater antiquity than hitherto supposed, and 
that theae plants were extremely abundant in the shallow 
waters of the Erian period. Dr. Dawson suggests the 
probable relation of the^e singular fruits not only with the 
Ptilophyton, but alao with the other Erian and Silurian plants. 
(6) E. Gilpin, jun,, on “The Folding of the Carboniferous 
Group in the Maritime Provinces/' The author described each 
of its great subdivisions as exposed at various points, and showed 
that during the Carboniferous period, in addition to the conti¬ 
nental changes of level, giving rise to conditions of deposition 
characterising the carboniferous limestone, millstone, grit, &c.. 
there were extensive foldings of a more local character, appa¬ 
rently in some cases marking the closing of these oscillations, 
These foldings and their subsequent denudation*; have played an 
important part hitherto but little studied in modifying the condi¬ 
tions arising from the larger and more extended movements 
which have hitherto principally received attention, and present 
the district as being far from an universal state of quiet and 
regular succession during the Carboniferous age. (7) Prof. R. 
Bdl, M.D., on “The Causes of the Fertility of the Land 
in the Canadian North-west Territories." In the Canadian 
North-west a vast fertile tract stretches, with certain exceptions, 
from the Red River Valley to the Liard River, a distance of 
some 1400 miles. The soil of this tract was characterised as a 
dark loam, of varying depth, and of a nearly homogeneous con¬ 
sistency. The primary cause of the fertility of this region was 
the abundance of the underlying crude material out of which a 
finished soil could be made. This « as derived partly from the 
widespreoding crustaceous marls which were nearly coextensive 
with the fertile tract, and probably from the drift during the 
Glacial period. Dr. Bell next considered the process by which 
the black loamy soil was formed out of this subsoil, and he con¬ 
sidered that the main agency was the work of moles and other 
burrowing animals. Worms appeared to be absent in the 
North-west, owing principally to the frost penetrating into the 
ground beyond the depth to which worms can burrow, but the 
moles and the ground squirrels, or gophers, more than make up 
for their absence. In the fertilised tracts the old and new mole* 


hills cover the whole surface, rendering it "hummocky," which 
may be easily observed after the prairie has been swept by a fire. 
The badgers often did what was compared to subsoil ploughing. 
All the animals referred to were very active In the autumn, 
digging many more burrows than appeared to be of any use to 
themselves. Each hummock thrown up by the mole* covered 
about a square foot, and buried all the grass, &q. # on this space* 
In this manner large quantities of vegetable matter were ulti¬ 
mately incorporated with the soil. The work of the moles also 
acted in another way in refining the soil, for they left behind the 
stones and coarse gravel, so that these in time became sunk 
beneath the Layer of mould produced. By an interesting coin¬ 
cidence at the season when the burrowing animals are most 
active, the prairie vegetation W mature, and contains the largest 
amount of substance. The coldness of the scil during the most 
of the year tended to preserve the organic matter iu it. While 
the circumstances given were the direct cause of its fertility, the 
ultimate reason was perhaps to be looked for in the climate of 
the North-west, for to this w as due the growth of the vegetation 
which formed the manure and the food of the little workers which 
mingled it with the soil. Thus we could trace ft mutual 
dependence of the circumstances which together have given 
to our North-west Territories that aurjtassing fertility of 
soil which cannot fail to attract to it a vast population. 
(8) Dr. G. M. Dawson, on “Notes on Triassic Hocks of the 
West,' 1 discussing the question as to the Triassic or Jurassic age 
of deposits found in British Columbia and the Rocky Mountains, 
and their correlation with the deposit* of similar age in the 
territory of the United States. (9) Prof. L. W. Bailey, Pb.IL, 
Fredericton, on “ The Occurrence of Indian Relics in New 
Brunswick," probably deposits found at an old camping ground 
of the Maliccte Indians. (10) Dr. T. Sterry Hunt, on "Studies 
on Serpentine Rocks." (u) Prof. J. Macoun, on “Notes on 
Canadian Poly petals." The geographical distribution of these 
plants in Canada was discussed, and interesting facts were ad¬ 
duced in connection with the number of species and genera in 
each order which showed certain relations between the present 
flora and that which had existed in the Tertiary period, (ia) A 
paper by Mr. R. Chalmers was communicated by Principal 
Dawson, in which facts were stated showing important erosion 
on the coast of the Bay des Chaleura by floating ice in the 
modem and later Pleistocene periods. 

Dr. Selwyn, Prof. Lawson of Halifax, and J. F, Whit eaves, 
were re-elected president, vice-president, and secretary of the 
Section respectively. 

The following w ere the officers elected by the Society for the 
present year■President, Hon, P. J. O. Chauveau, LL.D. ; 
Vice-president, T. Sterry Hunt, F.R.S.; Hon. Secretary, J. G. 
Bourinot, B.A. ; Hon. Treasurer, J. A. Grant* M.D. 


THE HYPOPHYSIS CEREBRI IN TUNICATA 
AND VERTEBRA TA 1 

N mo&t simple Ascidians the single nerve ganglion is situated 
near the anterior end of the body, and between the branchial 
and atrial apertures. In species where the atrial aperture b near 
or at the posterior end of the body, tbe ganglion may also be 
placed far back, but it still lie* between the two apertures and 
always indicates the dorsal side of the branchial. The ganglion 
is usually elongated, and gives off nerves at both ends—one set 
anteriorly and ventrally towards the branchial aperture, the other 
set posteriorly and dorsally toward* the atrial. In close relation 
with the ganglion are found two organ*—the neural gland and 
the dorsal tubercle—which have been much written about, but 
apparently will bear a good deal of further investigation. 

The neural gland lies upon the ventral and posterior face of the 
nerve ganglion, and consists of a number of more or less ramified 
cecal tubules springing from a central space or tube immediately 
below the ganglion. The presence of this organ was first dis¬ 
tinctly pointed out by Albany Hancock in 1868,* but utvtU quite 
recently its function was not only totally unknown, but had been 
scarcely investigated. 

The dorsal tubercle was described by Savigny in r8i6* under 
tbe name of “ tubercule anterieur." Since then it has received 
many names but has usually been regarded as sotoe sort of oi* 

1 Abstract of a paper read before the Rojal Society of Edinburgh, 
April a. 

* Jcum. Linn. Sot. {Zool\ toI lx* ’’ ’ ' 

3 “Mdmofrts mr bsAaimaux ia,ns Vertebras,’* pt* U. flue. x. (Piriv 
tSrft) 
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factory organ. It is placed on the dorsal edge of the anterior 
end cNF the branchial sac, behind the circle of tentacles, and 
usually tn a distinct 11 perttubercular ” area, a diverticulum from 
the prebnmchiftl rone formed by a bending posteriorly of the 
dorsal ends of the peripharyngeal bands. 

The dorsal tubercle is, in the simplest form known, a funnel- 
shaped depression having its wider circular open end separated from 
the prebranchial aone In front of the branchial sac by a raised edge 
or lip, while its opposite narrower end is coni inued into a fine canal 
running dorsally and posteriorly, This simple condition is found 
in Mfllgula ptdunculata ; in Eugyra kerguslenensis the aperture is 
still wide, although its edge is square in place of being circular. 
In other simple Ascidians the anterior half of the edge has 
been apparently pushed backward*, so as to become invaginated 
and closely applied to the posterior half, thus reducing the 
circular aperture to a crescentic or semicircular slit. This con¬ 
dition is found in Cwlla parallelogram™a. In most other 
forms mire or less complication is produced by the ends of the 
slit, or "horns” as they may be called, being prolonged, often to 
a very great extent, and coiled in various directions, sometimes 
producing beautifully regular and closely placed spirals. The 
patterns produced by this curving of the horns are very numerous 
and often complicated ,|but their value in classification is slight, 
since they differ sometimes to a considerable exlent in individuals 
of the same species, and on the other hand are sometimes very 
similar in members of different genera or even families. 

This variously-shaped organ is histologically merely a depres¬ 
sion in the connective tissue of the mantle, lined by epithelium 
continuous with the squamous epithelium covering the pre¬ 
branchial rone, but modified upon the edges of the slit into 
cubical or columnar ciliated cells. Since the time of Savigny it 
has been almost universally regarded as a .sense-organ of some 
kind—probably olfactory or gustatory, or in some way capable 
of testing the quality of the inhalent current of water. 7‘hc 
reasons for this view have been :— 

1. The position of the organ at the entrance of the branchial 
sac where a sense-organ would be of great apparent value. 

2. Its structure—a ciliated depression covered in part by 
columnar cells, some of which closely resemble scnsc ccll-!. 

3. Its intimate relation with the ganglion, and the presence of 
a nerve arising from the anterior end of the ganglion, running 
towards the branchial aperture close past the dorsal side of the 
tubercle, and presumably supplying it with nerves. 

In 1S7C Ussow showed that the gland of unknown function# 
lying below the ganglion had a delicate duct, lined by cubical 
epithelium, which ran forwards and opened into the tubular 
posterior end of the funnel-like depression forming the dorsal 
tubercle ; so that the slit of the tubercle was thus shown to be 
merely the aperture of the duct from the neural gland. In 1881 
Julin * confirmed thU discovery, described minutely the condition 
of the gland, the duct, and the tubercle in several species of 
simple Ascidians, and declared that there was no connection 
between the nerve running from the ganglion to the branchial 
aperture and the tubercle, and that consequently the latter was 
not a sense-organ, and was nothing more than the opening of 
the duct In a second paper, published shortly afterwards, Julin 8 
described the condition of these organs in two additional species, 
and euuuciated the theory, suggested to him by E. van Bencden, 
that the neural gland was renal in function, and was the homo- 
logvte of the hypophysis cerebri of the vertebrate brain. In 
favour of this homology may be con-tiered ;— 

1. The position of the gland upon the ventral surface of the 
nerve centre and above the pharynx. 

2. Its glandular nature. 

3. Its connection with the anterior end of the pharynx by a 
dnet—Balfour, KblliUer, and others having shown that the 
hypophysis, or pituitary gland In higher vertebrate* arises as a 
dorsad diverticulum from the stomodaeum, but afterwards loses this 
connection. 

From my own observations I can confirm Tulin's statement as 
to the presence of the duct from the neural gland and its con* 
nection with the slit of the dorsal tubercle, and, like him, I am 
unable to find any nerve supplying the supposed sense organ. 

1 have* however! in.several cases seen certain of the epithelial 
cells covering the edges of the Slit which hade striking resem¬ 
blance to sense-cells, such as those in the ectoderm of Actinia, 
Thfe* observati^Uf taken along with Julia's description*, and espe¬ 
cially with the condition of aithirs in some specimens of Ase&Ua 

x ArcbHwd* BUU&*, vol. il. p. 3* 
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mammillata which I have recently examined, has suggested to 
me that possibly the dorsal tubercle may be both the aperture of a 
gland corresponding to the hypophysis and also a sense-organ, 
probably of an olfactory or gustatory nature. 

Aseidia mammillata is one of the forms discussed by Julin in 
his second paper. It is a large species with the branchial and 
atrial apertures rather far apart, and the ganglion at a consider¬ 
able distance from the anterior end of the body. Julin found 
that the neural gland in this species did not form the usual 
compact mass, but was in a somewhat rudimentary condition, 
and that besides having the usual duct running anteriorly to 
communicate with the pharynx,by the dorsal tubercle it had also 
a number of short funnel-shaped apertures into the perl- 
branchial or atrial cavity inclosed by the mantle ; so that in this 
species the products of the gland might be excreted either into 
the branchial sac (pharynx) or into the dorsal part of the peri- 
branchial cavity, the region into which the intestine and the 
genital ducts also open. 

In two specimens of Ascuiia mammillata which I had an 
opportunity of examining recently I found the neural gland in 
exactly the condition described by Julin, but its duct had no 
aperture into the pharynx, the dorsal tubercle being entirely 
absent. The small funnel-shaped apertures into the penbranchial 
cavity were numerous and well developed, so that in the case of 
these individuals the neural gland was connected with the 
cloacal part of the perihranchial cavity only, exactly the arrange¬ 
ment to be expected if the gland hod a renal function. It seems 
possible to me that this, or something like this, may have been 
the condition of affairs in the primitive Chordata previous to the 
point of divergence of the Urochorda. There may have been a 
renal gland placed ventrally to the nervous system, not neces¬ 
sarily at the anterior end only, and opening on the surface of 
the body by one or more laterally-placed apertures, 1 this 
gland being represented in the Tunicata by the neural gland, 
and in the Vertebrata by the glandular portion of the pitui¬ 
tary body. 

Then the dorsal tubercle apparently is or was a sense- 
organ—possibly placed at first on the surface of the body, 
since the anterior part of the pharynx develops from the epiblast 
as a stomodeeum—and I think it probable that the connection of 
the tubercle with the duet of the neural gland may be an after- 
change, caused possibly by the enlargement of the pharynx into a 
branchial sac, and the development of the peribronchial chamber. 
It may readily be imagined how, as the result of the formation 
of these cavities, the neural gland would be brought into closer 
relation with the dorsal tul>ercle, and one or more of the funnel- 
shaped ducts of the gland might, after having been carried in 
from the surface by the formation of the lateral atrial involutions, 
co ne to open into the ciliated depression of the tubercle in place 
of mto the perihranchial cavity, thus producing very much the 
condition described by Julin in his specimens of Ascuiia mam - 
millata . By suppressing the original opening-, into the peri- 
branchial cavity and leaving merely the secondary opening into 
the pharynx by means of the dorsal tubercle, we arrive at the 
condition found in all ordinary Ascidians. It is not easy to see 
the reason for this change, as there is no apparent advantage to 
be derived from it, but there is probably also no disadvantage, 
since there is abundant communication between the branchial 
sac and the perihranchial cavity through the stigmata or slits in 
the wall of tne former. 

This suggestion as to the origin of the present structure of 
the neural eland and neighbouring organs in most Tunicata 
implies that the pituitary body in the Vertebrate, which has lost 
its connection with the exterior, and probably also its function, 
has a similar history. In this view I am encouraged by some 
remarks by Balfour,* from which it is clear that he considered 
the pituitary body, judging from its development, to have been 
originally a sense organ opening into the mouth, and possibly 
corresponding to the Ascmian dorsal tubercle. He has also 
suggested, 8 as an alternative, the possibility that the neural gland 
in the Tunicata may be the nomologue of tbe vertebrate 
pitnitary body. This is of course the theory supported by van 
Beneden and Julin, and is open to the objection that it does not 
account for the remarkable structure of the dorsal tubercle. The 
view I hold combines both of those above mentioned by consi¬ 
dering the pituitary body as the homologue of the neur&l gland, 

* The lining of the peribronchial rarity, into which the darts open la the 
Aseidlam is derived from tbaadbtat, bring fwswdiathe embryo by a pair 
of lateral ioVeltttien*, which *£wnrt fvm dor»Uy, 
j 9 “ Comparative Bmbryoloty/” vet U. p. 3SO* 8 Lm* Hi, p, 360. 
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and aj» being therefore the rudiment of a primitive renal organ, 2 
which opened by lateral ducts upon the side wall of the body ; 
while the ccnnectlcn of the pituitary body, with the htomodaeum 
in embryo vertebrates is regarded as being not its original and 
proper duct, but a secondary connection, which has been formed 
witn a lost sense-organ placed at, or in front of, the anterior end 
of the pharynx, and homologous with the dorsal tubercle in the 
Tunicata. 

Ussow and Jubn have conclusively shown that the dorsal 
tubeicle is not nwely n sense-organ. 'Hie complex structure 
which the tubercle mucdly presents seems to indicate that it is 
not merdy the aperture of a dqet. Whether, as J suggest, it 
may be a sense-or^an into which the duct has come t? open can 
scarcely be determined on the evidence at present in our hands. 
The lines of investigation which may be reasonably expected to 
throw additional light upon the matter are : (i) the exact course 
of development ot the ) eural gland and the dorsal tubercle, 
and further information as to the pituitary body; and (2) the 
examination < f the condition of the gland and its ducts through¬ 
out the Tunicata, and especially in a large number of specimens 
of Attitiia mammillata , a species in which these organs appear to 
be in a variable and highly interesting condition. 

W. A. Headman 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

CambriIXSK.—M r. W. H. Caldwell, B.A., Fellow of Cams 
College, has been selected to proceed to Australia to endeavour to 
solve the import ant questions connected with the reproduction 
and the embryology of the Monotrenmta, which have so long 
baffled inquiry. 

Mr. S. K. Harnoer, U.A., of King's College, 1st Class in the 
Natural Sciences Tripos 1883, has been appointed Demonstrator 
of Comparative Anatomy, in the vacancy caused by Mr. Cald¬ 
well s reflation. 

Mr, W. F. K, Weldon, B,A,, of St. John’s College, has been 
appointed Prosector to the Zoological Society. 

I - Mr. J. Bateson, B.A., of St. John’s College, i- proceeding to 
North America to study the life-history of I’alanoglossus. 

Mr. J. Roberts B.A., of St. John’s College, has been ap¬ 
pointed assistant to the Wocdwardmn Professor, 

Prof. Macalister vifl hold a class in Osteology in the long 
vacation. 

Dr, Humphry has been elected Professor of Surgery. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

The Journal of Science July,— On the generis of 

metalliferous veil s, by Joscpn Le Conte. From his study of the 
phenomena of metalliferous deposit by j>olfataric action at 
Sulphur Bank and Steamboat Spring, the author argues against 
Dr. F. Sandberger Untersuehungen iiber Erzgenge,” Wies¬ 
baden* 1882) that all lodes have been formed by deposit from 
solution*. In this important paper the conditions under which 
the deposits take place and the character of the solvents are fully 
discussed. Besides simple water, whose solubility is greatly 
increased by super-heat and pressure, the most active agency 
ai pears to be alkali in the form of alkaline carbonate* or alka¬ 
line sulphides, or boih. Such alkaline carbonate waters, 
a cending slowly towards the surface through underground 
fissures, gradually lose much of their solvent power both by 
cooling and by relief of pressure, and must of necessity deposit 
in their courses, and form metalliferous veins, In this way even 
cinnabar and grid may be precipitated, Other powerful agencies 
may be organic matter of universal occurrence In subterranean 
wattr*, and known to be potent in reducing metallic oxides and 
metallic salts. Mainly by these methods it is argued that alka¬ 
line waters at various temperatures, but mostly hot, circulating 
in all directions, but mainly up-coming, and in any„kind of 
water-way, but mainly in open figures, form by deposit mineral 
veins. Amotight the many subjects incidentally treated are : 
Asst ctation with metamorphbm, variation in vein contents; 
variation of richness with depth; origin of alkaline and 
metallic sulphides; occurrence of gold ; irregular, brecciated, 
c ntaci, and other kinds of lodes,— Evolutii n of the American 

* Net the ptrijcfhros, since that i# found along with the pituitary body in 
many vertebrates, tut possibly mow ancestral. alight it Dot be die homo* 
h gue of the prmiiltmal trachosphera excrete 17 org&rs described by 
Batschtk and others in Foly^endius and some Mo Duse a ? 


trotting horse, by Francis K. Nipher, By an ingenious process 
of calculation the author arrives at the conclusion that the 
maximum speed to which the American trotting horse will con¬ 
stantly approximate without ever reaching it is a mile in ninety - 
two second*.—'I he burning of lignite tn stiu % by Charles A. 
White. The ignition of the lignite beds still burning in Mon¬ 
tana, and of others long extinct in Colorado, Wyoming, Dakota, 
and elsewhere, is attributed mainly, if nut altogether, to spon¬ 
taneous combustion, according as the deposits become by erosion 
successively exposed to atmospheric influence.—On the pare- 
morphic origin of the hornblende of the crystalline rocks or the 
North-western Slates, by R. D. Irving, An examination of 
about iooj sections representing the crystalline schists, and 
eruptives and basic eruptive* of a region 400 miles by 309, and 
of three distinct geological system?, showed the occurrence of no 
hornblende not clearly or very probably secondary to augite.— 

On the constituents of the meteorites which fell at BUhopsville, 
South Carolina, in March, 1843, aud at Waterville, Maine, in 
September, 1826, by M, E. Wadsworth.—A simple method of 
correcting the weight of a body for the buoyancy of the atmo¬ 
sphere when the volume is unknown, by Jo iah Parsons Cook.— 
Recent investigations concerning the southern boundaries of the 
glaciated area of Ohio, by G. F. Wright. The limit is deter¬ 
mined by an irregular line running from Aurora near New 
Richmond, in a north-easterly direction through ChiUicothe, 
Newark, Danville, and Canton, to New Lisbon, near the Penn¬ 
sylvanian frontier. —On the variation of the specific heat of v ater, 
by G. A. I.iebig, 

Bulletins de la Sadlti ti'Anthropologic de Paris t tom. v. 
fnsc, v. 1882.—On the tribes of Terra del Fuego, by M. O. 
Beauregard.—A paper by M. G. de Rialle on M. O. Beaure¬ 
gard's views regarding the origin of the Dardou-, communicated 
to the Society in April, 1882, in which M. de Rialle contests the 
opinion that the Thibetan races are Mongols. He consider* that 
the monosyllabic character of their language is a distinct proof 
of their non-Mongolwn origin, the Mongol beingan agglutinated 
form of speech belonging to the Altaic linguistic families. In 
reply :o liis objections M. O. Beauregard read a voluminous 
paper at a subsequent meeting, on the ancient and modern 
ethnography of Cashmere and Thibet, which is mainly based on 
Stanislas, Julien, Deguignes, and other older French authorities, 
and on modern English writers, more especially Major Biddtdph, 
to whose important lahours and accuracy M, Ujfalvy bore testi¬ 
mony in his defence of M. de Rialle's views.-^-Observations by 
M. Hamy on the anthropology of the Comalis of the East 
African coast.—Exposition, by M. de Nadaillac, of the scope 
and character of his work, L’Am^rique Pr^historique,” pre¬ 
sented by him to the Society,—Zoological observations in Equa¬ 
torial Africa during M. de Bmia’s expedition, by M. Cornevin, 
derived from the notes of the naturalist, M. Michaud. FVom 
these it w ould appear that in the valley of the Ogoone the climate 
is constant, the temperature standing generally at about 90° 
Fahr, Maize, manioc, and tobacco are grown. The people ore 
courageous but peaceable. The sheep nave no wool and only 
little hair. A dark, fierce race of cattle, feared by the natives, 
abounds in the forests, but there are no indigenous horses.—Ob¬ 
servations on the Galibis, by M. Dally,—On the anthropological 
distinctions between the two races confounded under the common 
name of Kabyles, by M, Sabatier.—On the flint instruments* 
including a lasso of the Quaternary period, found in the gravel 
beds of Sarliive, by Dr. Pommerol.—On the horse of prehistoric 
and historic times, by M. Fietrement,—On the dental mutila¬ 
tions of the ancient inhabitants of Mexico and Yucatan, by M. 
Hamy.^-On social instir ct, by Madame Clemence Royer, this 
paper, intended to supplementthe writer's larger work, “L’Qri- 
gine deTHomme et de* Society” (published in 1870)* considers 
social instinct in relation to plants as well as to animals generally, 
—Crantological observations on a series of the crania of aesaasms, 
by M. Orcbanski, considered specfelly with reference to the rela-r 
tion between the skull and the face. The author** deter mm*- 
munitions are in close accord with those of MM. Ten-Kate and 
Bordier,—On the existence of a rudimentary meal appendage Hi 
some of the Pithcci, by M. Hervd.-^Remark* on certain differ¬ 
ences between Catholics, Protestants, and Jews, a* to the rela- 
tions among them of deathsund births, byM. & Dagiveau, The 
author finds that the Catholic* generally, with a somewhat higher 
natality, have a considerable infantile mortality, resulting in a 
correspondingly feeble inprrase of population, while among 
Protestants this increase is often much higher, notwithstanding a V r 
somewhat smaller natality, which, however, ia corrected by ,! f \ 
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lower infantile mortality. The Jews present a much more rapid 
increase of numbers than either of the other two religious bodies, 
for, although their natality is less than either, their mortality is 
remarkably low for all ages these conditions being probably due 
to their dietetic and hygienic regulations, the infrequent occu¬ 
pation of women out of their homes, early marriages, and general 
sobriety. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

Edinburgh 

Royal Society, July a.—The Astronomer-Royal for Scot¬ 
land communicated a paper, which was read by Prof. Crum 
Brown, on the group b in the solar spectrum, as observed with 
the remarkably fine spectroscope which Prof. Tait had recently 
secured for the University. The main conclusion come to was 
that the speculations regarding the existence of basic lines were 
unwarrantable, since the lines b 3 and b* were both distinctly 
double lines, each real single line in all probability being due to 
one of the substances, magnesium, iron, or nickel. The paper 
gave a complete historical statement of the observations of the b 
group by Swan, Angstrom, Thalen, Young, and others, since 
the year 1830.—Prof. C. G. Knott read a paper on superposed 
magnetisms in iron and nickel. The experiments were, in part, 
a repetition of Wiedemann’s well-known investigations into the 
twisting of iron wire under the influence of longitudinal and 
circular magnetisations. With a steady current along the wire, 
and a varying current in a helix round the wire, a twist was 
obtained which in almost every case reached a maximum for an 
intermedntc value of the helical current. The maximum oc¬ 
curred sooner when the longitudinal current was diminished. 
No *uch maximum was obtained in the case of nickel, which 
twisted more and more for greater and greater currents, until the 
point of magnetic saturation wa^ reached. Again the nickel 
twisted in the opposite direction to iron, other things being the 
same—a result in accordance with Barrett’s observation that 
nickel contracts when magnetised, while, as Joule first proved, 
iron extends. The effect of weighting the wires so as to subject 
them to different tensions, was also investigated, the general 
result being that the twist was greater for the smaller weight, 
except for special combinations of current strengths and weights. 
—Prof. Tait gave further results as to the lowering of the 
maximum density point of water under increased pressure. By 
an improved method he estimated the lowering to be 2°*7 C. far 
oae ton’s weight per square inch, a result in wonderful agreement 
with that obtained by the indirect method carried out by Pro¬ 
fessors Marshall and Smith and Mr. Oniond.—In a note on 
surface emissivities, Prof. Tait drew attention to the apparent 
lack of data on this subject, which, however, could be largely 
supplied from the numerous observations by Prof. Forbes and 
himself on the rate of cooling of the bars used in the conduction 
of heat experiments.—Prof. Tait also submitted to the Society a 
photograph of the markings on the arm of the boy who had 
been ’Struck by lightning at Duns some weeks ago. 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, July 9.—M. Blanchard, president, 
in the chair.—On the pyroelectricity in blende, chlorate of 
sodium, and borarite, by MM. C. Frieda! and J, Curie.—On 
the separation of gallium from tellurium and siltcium, by M. 
Lecoq de Boisbaudran,—Observations on M. Hirn’s recently 
published work on “ The Phenomena due to the Action of the 
Atmosphere on Falling Stars, Aerolites, and other Meteoric 
Objects,” by M. Daubree. In this work the author argues that 
the apparition of all kinds of meteors in space, their luminosity 
and explosion, and accompanying sounds depend directly and 
exclusively on their velocity. This general conclusion is ques¬ 
tioned^ M. Daubree, who points out that account must also be 
taken of the chemical action produced at contact of meteoric 
substances with the atmosphere.-—On the infra-red spectra 
emitted by metallic vapours, by M. Henry Beequerel. The 
metallic vapours here dealt with are those of sodium, magnesium, 
calcium, potassium, silver, and thallium. The method of 
analysis described by the author opens a new and wide 
field of observation, comprising between the wave-lengths 760 
and 1300 an interval of wave-lengths greater than that existing 
between the extreme red of the visible spectrum and the last- 
known ultra-violet ray*.—Researches oh the destruction and 
agitation of bodies of animals that have died of contagious 


diseases, and especially carbon poison, by M. Aiml Girard. 
The method here proposed consists in dissolving the carcasses at 
a low temperature in concentrated sulphuric acid, and then 
utilising the liquid thus obtained in the production of a 
superphosphate of azotic lime.—A protest is presented to 
the Academy on MM. Delattre's recent paper (meeting of 
May 21) on the treatment of the waters used in wool washing. 
MM. Gaillet and Huet claim to be the real authors of the pro¬ 
cess, and support their claim by sundry documents. — On 
the conditions of the subsoil under the Berlin Observatory; 
letter addressed to M. Faye by M. Foe rate r.—On a method 
capable of furnishing an approximate value for the integral 
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F(x) dz t by M. G. Gourier.—Generalisation of the theo¬ 
rem of Jacobi on the partial determinants of the adjunct system, 
by M. Em. Barbier.—On the reduction of equations, by M, A.E. 
Pellet.—On a lever, a new system of Roman balance with auto¬ 
matic slider, by M. A. Picart.—General formulas of centred 
dioptric systems, by M. Monoyer.—A new method of determin¬ 
ing the limits of electrolysis, by M. Ch. Truchot.—On samarium, 
by M. P. T. Clive.—On the blue colour obtained by the action 
of chromic acid on oxygenated water, by M, H. Moissan.—On 
tetric acid and its homologues, by M, W. Pawlow.*—On the 
dimorphism of iodide of silver, by MM. Mallard and Le Chate- 
lier.—On some new characteristic reactions of salts of gold, by 
M. Ad. Carnot.—On the nlcoholates of soda, by M. de For- 
crand.—On the pyrogenalion of colophany, by M. Ad, Renard. 
—Researches on the curve of muscular shocks in various mala¬ 
dies of the nervo-muscular system, by M. Maurice Mendelssohn. 
—Development and structure of tuberculous begonias, by M. 
Henri Duchartre.—Contributions to the study of the fermenta¬ 
tion of breadstuff's, by M. L. Boutroux.—The microbes of the 
lymph of marine fishes, by MM. L. Olivier and Ch. Richet 
The presence of parasites is clearly determined, and the authors 
conclude that microbes are nearly always present in the lymph, 
and consequently in the very tissues of the marine fishes,— 
Method of determining the quality of the wines of the south of 
France, by M. A. Audoynaud. 

Berlin 

Physical Society, June 8.—Dr, Martius discussed the two 
recently-discovered instruments which are employed for the 
measurement of small frequently-occurring variations of a current, 
the telephone and the capillary electrometer. The Utter, as is 
well known, was constructed about ten years ago by Mr. 
Lippmann in the laboratory of Herrn Kirelihoff, and is based 
on the principle that a current passing through a meniscus 
changes its surface tension, and causes a movement of the 
meniscus. The frequent variations of weak currents are indi¬ 
cated with djlficulty, if at all, by galvanometers and tangent 
compasses, but the capillary electrometer can make such varia¬ 
tions, especially as they occur in electrophysiology, visible to the 
eye. It has therefore quite latterly been employed in physio¬ 
logical experiments, and Dr. Martius has undertaken to investi¬ 
gate the capabilities of the apparatus in the form designed by 
Frof. Cbristiani, and described below, A glass tube drawn out 
at one end to a capillary, and partly filled with mercury, stands 
vertically in a large glass vessel also containing some mercury, 
and above it dilute sulphuric acid, in which the capillary point 
of the tube dips, so that the acid passes into the tube and up to 
the mercury meniscus. The position of the latter is read with a 
microscope. Metal wires ate dipped into the mass of mercury, 
and a current can then be sent through the capillary tube, the 
current causing a motion of the mercury meniscus either upwards 
or downwards according to its direction, on a positive current 
flowing downward from the mercury in the tube moving the menis¬ 
cus downwards, a negative current, upwards. In this apparatus 
care must be taken to keep the current too weak to cause elec¬ 
trolysis of ihe acid; otherwise the instrument becomes useless 
and must be refilled. The observations were first made with a 
constant current which was interrupted at will, and they showed 
that under exactly similar conditions the displacement which a 
positive current produced were always greater than those caused 
by a negative current of like strength. On making and breaking 
contact rapidly, for instance about twelve times a second, a total 
displacement of the mercury, corresponding to the direction of 
the current, woa observed, and also oscillations of the meniscus, 
the number of which was equal to the number of interruptions 
of the current. If the number of interruptions was increased, a 
stronger current hod always to be used tu order to make the 
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oscillations of the meniscus perfectly visible, weaker currents 
causing a total displacement of the mercury corresponding to the 
strength of the current, while the oscillations ot the meniscus 
appeared only os a broad undefined rim. Dr. Martius then 
investigated the action of induced alternating currents, the be* 
haviour of which was much more complicated inasmuch as, 
with equal intensity of the primary current and equal distances 
of the Induction coils from one another, the four follow¬ 
ing different cases are to be observed: (t) The current on 
breaking contact passes through the mercury meniscus in 
a positive or anodic direction; (2) the current on making 
contact passes in a cathodic direction ; (3) the current on break¬ 
ing contact passes in a cathodic direction; (4) that on making 
contact passes in an anodic direction. All these four cases 
which group themselves in pairs in every experiment, affect the 
meniscus differently ; for besides the difference of the anodic and 
cathodic current, already mentioned in the case of constant cur¬ 
rents, the current on making contact under otherwise similar 
conditions was more effective than that on breaking contact, the 
action of the current on the instrument being, therefore, just the 
reverse of that on the nerves and muscles. The reason of this is 
that in the capillary electrometer the current on making contact 
produces a stronger polarisation than that on breaking contact, 
on account of its longer duration. The total effect which alter¬ 
nating induction currents produce on the capillary electrometer is 
the result of the individual-effects of the current, and is certainly on 
this account very complicated, but it can be predicted acccording 
to the rules given above for every direction, strength, and frequency 
of the induction currents,- Prof. Kronecker demonstrated on a 
student the audibility of the muscle tone when the muscle was 
voluntarily contracted, by means of a pair of telephones. The 
telephones were connected with two needles which the student 
placed in his biceps muscle, and the meuahers of the Society 
convinced themselves that at every contraction of the mu sole a 
deep soft breathing tone was heard. 

Physiological Society, ]une 29,—Dr. Curt Lehmann ex¬ 
plained two apparatus, which he had constructed with a view of 
maintaining artificial respiration in animals upon which other 
experiments are tried. The former method, which consists in 
blowing air into the lungs by means of a motor working in a 
certain rhythm, has the disadvantage that, in order to keep up 
the efficiency of the ventilation, the pressure must soon be in¬ 
creased, producing emphysema of the lungs, to which the ani¬ 
mals succumb. Dr. Lehmann has obviated this by blowing air 
into some receptacle by means of the motor in question, and by 
letting it there be condensed to a certain moderate density (say 
8 to 10 cm, of water). A second receptacle contains air in a 
corresponding degree of rarefnet on. An indiarubber tube is 
tied-into the trachea of the animal; this tube U forked at the 
other end, one branch communicating with the condensed the 
other with the rarefied air. An electric clock, which marks 
whatever intervals of time are required, is connected by means 
of a double lever with this tube, and alternately clones the one 
or the other of the branches. Thus air is either driven into the 
lung under a gentle pressure or is sucked out of it under the 
same pressure. In spite of the low pressure, the ventilation is 
perfect on account of the alternate driving in and sucking out of 
air ; the lung of the animal is in no wise affected, and artificial 
respiration can thus be kept up without danger for eight hours. 
'Ihe second apparatus, which on the whole, after the same 
principle, connects the lung alternately with condensed and 
rarefied air, is constructed in a more complicated manner, as it 
contains bells for the collection of the respiration products, for 
the event that these may have to be examined. Both appa¬ 
ratus work automatically; the influence of the respiratory 
motion upon the blood pressure could be shown when they 
were used, just as easily as with animals respiring normally. 
The special experiments in which Dr. Lehmann used these ap* 
paratus referred to the influence of temperature upon the bacilli 
of Septicamia. Developed in blood outside the ho 4 y, the num¬ 
ber of bacilli increased the more, under equal conditions other¬ 
wise, the higher the temperature, up to 43° C. JVith animals 
the experiments were made in such a way that in each 
series of experiments four rabbits were vaccinated with 
septicsemic bacilli. Of these No. 1 was kept at 42 0 C., No. 2 
at ordinary room temperature, No. 3 strongly cooled by means of 
water (temperature 35 0 C. in the interior), and No, 4 poisoned 
with curare and cooled. No* 1 died first, although about two 
bourn before its death but few bacilli were contained in the 
blood; soon afterwards No. 3 died, its blood containing many 
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bacilli; a few hours later No. a succumbed, having attained the 
fever temperature of 4a 0 C. much later than No* 1 ; the number 
of bacilli in Its blood was moderate. No. 4 lived longest 
although the number of bacilli in its blood was greatest,—A com* 
munication was then read concerning the important observations 
made by Prof. Pfltiger (Bonn) regarding the division of frog's 
ova by a groove-formation after fertilisation. It is known that 
fertilised frog’s ova turn over in such a way that their black 
hemisphere is turned upwards and the white one downwaids, 
and that the axis passing through the centre symmetrically to 
both hemispheres is perpendicular. The normal grooving now 
begins with a division in a median plane passing through the 
axis ; the second division is at right angles to the first, also pass¬ 
ing through the axis; the third one takes place at right angles to 
the axis, somewhat nearer to the upper end. Prof. Pfltiger 
prevented some fertilised frog ova from turning over by fasten¬ 
ing them to glass, $0 that in the single ova the hemisphere axes 
pointed in the most varied directions ; yet he found that the first 
division in all of them was always perpendicular, without any 
reference to the position of the axis ; the second and third 
divisions of the ovum remaining in the same relative position 
with regard to the first anomalous division as if the ova had 
been in a normal position. The first traces of the groove of the 
back also invariably showed themselves on the upper side of the 
first division plane, thus frequently in the white hemisphere. 
But later on all the ova which were fastened at the bottom 
perished. 
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ZOOLOGY AT THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION 

I. 

T HE manifold relations of zoological science to the 
various fish industries are, on the whole, fairly well 
illustrated in the Kensington Exhibition if we take 
together into consideration all the exhibits of foreign 
countries, of these islands, and of British colonies, Con* 
sidcred alone, however, the British department is remark¬ 
able for the extreme paucity and insignificance of exhibits 
having any scientific value. This is due to the fact that 
no attempt was made by those who organised the exhibi¬ 
tion to obtain scientific advice and direction, so as to 
enable them to make application to the individuals or 
museums possessing objects illustrating the scientific 
aspects of fish and fisheries, and that no individual with 
authority and responsibility has attempted to bring to¬ 
gether that class of objects—-which are abundant enough in 
both private and public collections in England, and form, 
on the contrary, a large portion of the exhibits of foreign 
countries. Thus under the direction of a properly-trained 
zoologist—Prof. Spencer Baird—the Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tute has been able to form a collection which is sent over 
to this country by the American Government as the 
official representative collection. It is not an exaggera¬ 
tion to say that this collection, both on account of the 
range and variety of its objects and the instructive way in 
which they have been disposed and treated by the 
American Commissioner, Mr. Brown Goode, has been 
the admiration of all visitors. Similarly the Swedish 
authorities have intrusted Prof. Smidt with the duty of 
bringing together objects illustrating the zoological as¬ 
pect of fish and fisheries in Sweden. Collections from 
the museums of Gothenburg and Stockholm and from 
eminent Swedish zoologists are consequently exhibited 
in the Swedish department. So also in the case of the 
Netherlands, of British India, and of New South Wales, 
we find the well-known naturalists, Prof Hubrecht, Dr. 
Francis Day, and Mr. Ramsay, specially charged with 
such responsibility. 

There can be no doubt that the collections, both public 
and private, of this country, might have been brought into 
requisition and made to furnish such an exhibition of 
marine and freshwater fishes, of their food, of their para¬ 
sites, and other enemies, and again of the like objects in 
relation to oysters (both edible and pearl-bearing), lobsters, 
sponges, and precious coral, as no other country could 
possibly bring together. 

The Exhibits of zoological specimens may be classed 
under three heads, viz. (1) those which are strictly zoo¬ 
logical, that is to say, intended to illa 9 trate either the 
aquatic inhabitants of a particular district, or the struc¬ 
ture and life history of a particular species; (3) those 
of economic significance, illustrating the cultivation 
or modes of occurrence of an aquatic organism or 
oigatxisms having a direct commercial importance; (3) 
those having an ornamental or personal value, and 
being of the nature of trophies, such, for instance, as 
tady Brassey’s case of corals, and the many cases of 
, VoL xxviiL—Na 717 


dried stuffed skins of large trout and pike exhibited by 
angling societies. 

The moat important collection of the first group is one 
comprising representatives of all classes of marine animals 
preserved in alcohol, and numbering nearly 400 specimens. 
It is sent by Dr. Anton Dohrn, the director of the Zoo¬ 
logical Station of Naples, and is not placed in the Italian 
court, but in the Eastern Arcade, since it is sent by a 
private individual, and not through the Italian Govern¬ 
ment. The remarkable feature about this collection is 
the extraordinary beauty of the specimens in respect of 
preservation. Every naturalist is aware of the difficulty 
of getting such creatures as polyps, jelly-fish, and Salpa: 
to retain when placed in a preserving fluid anything like 
a satisfactory semblance of their living form and colour. 
To improve the methods of preserving marine organisms 
for museums and the workshops of comparative ana¬ 
tomists has been for some years one of Dr. Dohrn's 
objects in the work of his “Station,” and this collection 
shows how far he and his assis^lrts have succeeded in 
devising methods. To appreciate Dr. Dohrn‘s success, 
we have only to pass to some of the other collections— 
very good in their way, and showing the best state of the 
bottling-art out of Naples—and by the inferiority of the 
condition of the specimens in the latter we learn Dr. 
Dohrn’s merit. Sudden killing with saturated solution of 
corrosive sublimate and gradual transfer to strong alcohol 
is one general method used at Naples for retractile polyps 
and fragile worms ; brief immersion in weak chromic acid 
before transfer to weak spirit is another method used for 
jelly-fish and mollusks; narcotising by aid of tobacco- 
fumes another device. But the skilful application of such 
ingenious processes variously appropriate to this or that 
kind of animal can only be satisfactorily learnt in the 
Naples laboratory itself. Accordingly Dr. Dohrn has 
made arrangements for giving special instruction in this 
subject to naval officers and others, such persons being 
admitted for a fee paid by the Governments to which they 
belong, to ,a three months' course of instruction in the 
preservation of marine organisms for scientific purposes. 
Already, much to the credit of the naval departments of 
their respective Governments, both German and Italian 
officers and navy surgeons have been sent to receive such 
instruction at Naples, and a collection of coral-polyps 
and Siphonophora has been received from Monte Video, 
prepared by an Italian officer who had availed himself of 
the Naples course of instruction. This collection has 
been pronounced superior in condition and fitness for 
study to any collection from tropical waters hitherto 
brought to Europe. A second collection made by the 
same officer in Magellan Straits is on its way to Europe. 
There can be no doubt of the very great value of the 
new line of activity which Dr, Dohrn has traced for the 
Naples Station. 

The Naples exhibit contains some interesting fish and 
a particularly fine series of Salpae, of Mollusks, and pf 
Anthoxoa ahd Medusae. It should not be allowed to return 
to Naples, and we believe is offered for sale. Dr. Dohrn 
also exhibits the publications, comprising many beautiful 
coloured plates, of the Naples Zoological Station. The 
series of volumes illustrating the “Fauna and Flora of 
the Gulf of Naples should be hi the library of every 
lover of natural history. 
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Second to Dr. Dohm's collection, but of value as a 
complete local collection of all classes of marine animals, 
is that from the Gothenburg Museafcn exhibited by Mr. 
Oscar Dickson. The most interesting specimens here 
are several series illustrating the development of Plcuro- 
nectid and other fishes, 

A very interesting general collection is exhibited by the 
Government of New South Wales, in spite of some mis¬ 
haps to bottles in the course of a long journey. The 
Sydney Museum promises to become one of the grandest 
zoological institutions in the world, the colonial Govern¬ 
ment having appreciated the unique interest attaching to 
the natural history of the Australian continent, and wisely 
having determined that what money can do to build up 
in Sydney the great illustrative collection dealing with 
that subject, shall be done. Though not exhibited as ex¬ 
amples of preservation as are Dr. Dohrn’s series, nor 
labelled and identified with neat accuracy as are Mr. 
Dickson's, yet the Australian collection now at Kensing¬ 
ton is of great interes^S^he professional zoologist, com¬ 
prising many marine invertebrates as yet undetermined. 
It is under the charge of Mr. Ramsay, the accomplished 
curator of the Sydney Museum, who has brought over 
some of the reserve stores of the collection under his 
charge. 

The American exhibit has the advantage of being the 
actual permanent collection of the National Museum of 
Washington, which has come into existence under the 
combined auspices of the United States Fisheries Com¬ 
mission and the Smithsonian Institute. The whole collec¬ 
tion is not here, but we have a considerable part of it. 
For example, an admirable series of coloured casts of the 
fishes of the American waters, lifesize reproductions of 
the gigantic Octopus and Architeuthis, a complete series 
of the Crayfishes (Astacidae) of North America and of the 
edible Crustacea generally, and samples of the more re¬ 
markable forms of life obtained in deep-sea exploration off 
the American coast. 

In relation to the deep-sea specimens, we cannot but 
regret that no collection is shown in the Exhibition illus¬ 
trating the results of the Challenger and other exploring 
expeditions conducted by the British Government. No 
such collection has, we believe, ever been presented to 
the inspection either of the general public or of professed 
zoologists, and the present would have been a very 
suitable occasion for such an exhibition. Whilst the 
Americans have taken the trouble to send across the 
Atlantic the newest dredging and sounding apparatus 
devised and employed by Agassiz, Sigsby, and others in 
their recent explorations of the deep-sea bottom, no 
such exhibit on the part of our own authorities is to be 
found. 

In the Canadian department there is no general collec¬ 
tion of any scientific importance, but amongst the zoo¬ 
logical specimens, which (so far as the Invertebrates are 
concerned) are nearly all erroneously named, # badly pre¬ 
served, and unintelligently arranged, are some which are 
noteworthy. A bottle four feet high from British Columbia 
contains several specimens (nearly putrid) of the remark¬ 
able Pennatulid Osteocella, with flesh and polyps attached. 
Some ten years ago the calcified axes of these Alcyona- 
rians excited considerable discussion in England, being 
mistaken by an eminent zoologist for the notochord of an 


unknown fish. In another bottle is a fine specimen (not 
labelled) of the very rare Cryptochiton SUlUri , whilst in 
one of the table*cases is a very large and probably new 
Hexactinellid sponge. 

The collections from British India are remarkable* as 
comprising the important collection of Indian fishes be¬ 
longing to Dr. Francis Day. The invertebrate collections 
are also extensive, but are not fully named. 

As a general collection illustrating the British fauna of 
a certain size and important in relation to the food of 
fishes, should be mentioned the exhibition of living 
microscopic organisms by Mr. Thomas Bolton of Bir¬ 
mingham (in the Western Arcade). From day to day 
various living marine and freshwater Crustacea, Worms, 
Polyzoa, and Hydroids (also oyster-spat and newly- 
hatched fishes) are shown in small aquaria and under the 
microscope by this enterprising and meritorious natu¬ 
ralist. A complete collection of the drawings issued by 
Mr. Bolton to the subscribers to his weekly “micro¬ 
scopic tubes'’ (concerning which our advertisement 
columns may be consulted) is also exhibited. 

Special collections dealing with particular groups of 
animals are to be found scattered in the various foreign 
and British courts. A collection (preserved in alcohol) of 
freshwater Crustacea of remarkable completeness is exhi¬ 
bited by Dr. Lilljeborg in the Swedish Court. It com¬ 
prises most of the species of Cladocera and Copepoda, 
which inhabit the great Scandinavian lakes and serve as 
food to fishes. Recently some remarkable species of 
Cladocera identical with these have been discovered by 
Mr. Conrad Beck in the lakes of Cumberland, and the 
collection now under notice has been purchased by two 
English naturalists to assist them in identifying the 
species present in the Scotch lakes, which they intend 
to explore immediately. 

Aquatic insects and their larval forms have a special 
importance for fishes, since the larvje often feed on 
young fish or fish-eggs, whilst the adult insects are preyed 
upon by the adult fish. In the Swedish department there 
are two interesting collections of such insects, and in the 
American department are two sample cases from the great 
collection of Prof. C. V. Riley, which exhibit in the most 
complete way both by actual specimens and adjacent 
illustrative diagrams the various phases of life of a few 
insects the larvse of which inhabit the water. There is 
no serious attempt by any English exhibitor to deal with 
this subject. 

In fact most of the English zoological exhibits come 
under our Classes 2 and 3. There are most complete 
and valuable collections dealing with the growth of the 
oyster and the various conditions affecting it, as encoun¬ 
tered by the oyster-culturist. The exhibit of Mr. Fell 
Woods is the most important of these. Mr. Henry Lee 
shows a very pretty series of oyster-shells and pearls in 
relation to their importance in the manufacture of orna¬ 
ments, buttons, Ac. As trophies, we cannot pass without 
a word of admiration the gorgeous cases of corals, sponges, 
starfishes, and sea-mats exhibited by Miss Gardiner. They 
include finer specimens and a greater variety than either 
the trophy exhibited in Lady Brassey’s name, or in the 
series from the Bahamas, which are well worth inspection 
It is only proper that aprotest should be entered here In 
the pages of a scientific journal, in referring to the 
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Brassey collection. Some of the specimens appear to 
belong to a dealer, Mr, Bryce-Wright, and to these and 
others he has assigned names as though he were a serious 
zoologist. This travesty of science should not have been 
permitted. The names attached to the specimens are 
either incorrect applications of existing names or are 
gratuitous inventions (as for instance that of Brasscya 
radians), which can only mislead persons not specially 
acquainted with the history of corals, 

Amongst the gigantic lobsters, clams, and stuffed fish 
there are some few small collections of scientific merit in 
the British exhibit, Dr. Francis Day shows a series of 
British fishes (alcohol specimens), Prof. McIntosh of St, 
Andrew’s some coloured drawings of marine animals 
admirably executed by his sister, and a series of speci¬ 
mens of the salmon at various stages of development. 
Dr. Traquair of Edinburgh shows some exquisite draw¬ 
ings of fossil fishes, and H.R.H, the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh a collection of shells, scientifically named and 
arranged. 

The parasites of fishes are not well represented in any 
part of the Exhibition. Dr. Spencer Cobbold shows a 
small collection of internal and external parasites, and a 
still smaller series (having, however, some special interest) 
is to be seen in the Russian court, where also the natu¬ 
ralist should not fail to study Dr. Grimm’s important col¬ 
lection illustrating the fauna of the Caspian Sea. The 
most remarkable exhibit in the way of parasites is that of 
Dr. Antonio Valli of Trieste, who shows (in the Austrian 
Court) a collection of eighty-five specimens of Copepod 
Crustacea parasitic on the fishes of the Adriatic, accom¬ 
panied by drawings and descriptions. 

Curiously enough there is next to nothing in the Exhi¬ 
bition illustrating the diseases of fish. Some stuffed 
salmon with cotton-wool attached in patches to the head 
and fins do duty for the “ Saprolegnia disease,” and a not 
too accurate drawing of the Saprolegnia itself is exhibited 
in a part of the building which is about a quarter of a 
mile distant from the stuffed specimens. In a third 
locality is a cast of a salmon with cotton-wool also 
gummed on to represent u the disease,” and near it an 
insufficiently stuffed skin of an old Kelt, which is offered 
as an example of the effects of “the arrow-headed 
parasite/’ 

In the space occupied by Chili, China, and the Straits 
Settlements some specimens of fishes, and of shell-fish, 
corals, &c, are shown, which are not however scientifically 
named. 

Finally, we would direct the reader’s attention to two 
peculiarly interesting branches of fishery which are repre¬ 
sented,though very poorly,in the present Exhibition. These 
are the sponge fishery and the coral fishery : the pearl 
fishery appears not to be represented at all. Collections 
of economic importance, showing the mode of diving for 
spofiges in use in the Levant, and samples of Turkey sponges 
are shown in the Greek Court by Messrs. Marks and Son. 
By mistake (as seems probable) a specimen of Hyalo- 
nema; from another locality, has been placed in the case 
containing this fine collection of offecinal sponges. From 
the Bahamas samples of commercial sponges are sent, 
and also (of vary similar quality) from Florida (in the 
American Court)* The propagation of sponges by cutting 
is illustrated by two specimens in the American collec¬ 


tion, but no attempt is anywhere made to show the 
officinal sponge in its natural state, or to illustrate its life- 
history and distribution. 

Similarly as commercial products we have the precious 
coral exhibited in the Italian Court by Signor Criscuolo. 
This- exhibitor, however, also shows the method of 
dredging employed in the Gulf of Naples for obtaining 
the coral, and displays a number of the wooden cross¬ 
bars with stone weights attached, and hempen tangles 
depending, which constitute the instrument used in this 
fishery. Specimens of other corals and shell-fish found in 
association with the red coral are also exhibited. 

In no exhibit is there any attempt to illustrate the natu¬ 
ral history of the precious coral, although its interest is 
no less than its value. 

A strange illustration of the chance uses of such an 
exhibition as the present may be found in the Japanese 
department. Nothing could be worse or more unworthy 
than the Japanese exhibit. It consists of some sardines, 
a large crab (Macrocheira), three pieces of red coral , and 
some silks and lacquer work. ThdBthree pieces of coral 
arc the first commercial examples of a new species of 
precious coral which will henceforward form an important 
article of trade for Japan. They have been purchased by 
Signor Criscuolo at a high price, and are said to be of the 
very finest quality. The new Japanese coral fisheries are 
destined to make the fortunes of those who first set them 
going, and will very possibly seriously injure, if they do 
not ruin the Neapolitan fishermen. Similar precious 
coral may in all probability be discovered by dredging 
operations on the shores of one or more of the numerous 
British colonies. 

On a future occasion we shall publish some notes by 
Prof. Giglioli of Florence, on the whales, seals, birds, and 
fishes now to be seen at the Exhibition. 


PRECAUTIONS AGAINST CHOLERA 

ARLY in the month the Local Government Board 
issued an Order to Port Sanitary Authorities con¬ 
ferring updn them special powers with a view of prevent¬ 
ing the importation of cholera into this country. But 
cholera is a disease having many degrees of severity, and 
although “ choleraic-diarrhcea ” is to be regarded by the 
Port Authorities as synonymous with the fully developed 
affection, yet it is at times so mild that it may at any 
moment escape detection, and those suffering from it may 
make their way into our towns and villages. To meet 
such emergencies, and byway of aiding inland authorities 
and private individuals to rid their districts and their 
homes of the conditions favourable to the propagation of 
the cholera infection, a Memorandum on the Precautions 
against the Infection of Cholera has just been issued by 
Dr. Buchanan, F.R.S., the chief medical officer of the 
Local Government Board. The document, whilst ex¬ 
pressing no opinion as to the channels of infection and 
the means of favouring the spread of the disease in other 
climates, declares with confidence that in England cholera; 
is not infectious in the same degree and manner as are 
small-pox and scarlet fever, but that the matters which 
the patient discharges from his stomach and bowels con¬ 
tain the poison, and that their peculiar infectiveness is 
favoured by special local conditions which give the disease 
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facilities for spreading by “indirect infection.” To get 
rid of these conditions should be our special aim at such 
a moment. ^ 

We have already pointed out how the poisonous dis* 
charges infect all receptacles into which they may be 
received and which tend to retain them, such as cess pools , 
sewers, and drains; how, when these receptacles are 
leaky, the soil around them becomes infected, leading to 
the pollution of air and of the water-bearing strata ; and 
to a less extent it must be remembered that clothing and 
linen which have become soiled by these discharges are 
in a similar way liable to retain the infection. But of all 
these sources of infection none are so dangerous as those 
which are liable to infect our public water-services; 
'indeed single attacks of cholera in its slightest form may, 
if the discharges can by means,of streams or otherwise 
reach our water sources or reservoirs, “exert a terribly 
infective power on considerable masses of population.” 
Measures of cleanliness, taken beforehand are, according 
to the Memorandum^ of far more importance for the pro¬ 
tection of a district against cholera than removal or disin¬ 
fection of filth after the disease has actually made its 
appearance, and even if cholera fails to spread to this 
country all action taken in this direction will, by prevent¬ 
ing disease and ill-health from other causes, in the long 
run turn out to be remunerative. 

Immediate investigation as to the wholesomcness of 
water-services should be made. The sources and the 
reservoirs should be examined by the authorities; inter¬ 
mittent services should, as far as possible, give way to 
constant supplies; cisterns should be kept scrupulously 
clean, and above all the waste-pipes leading from them 
should be so contrived as to flow in the open air. All 
accumulations of filth and house refuse should be re¬ 
moved regularly and at frequent intervals from the 
proximity of dwellings; house-drains and waste-pipes 
should be well ventilated, and so disconnected from the 
main sewers as to prevent the possibility of air from the 
public culverts from making its way into them.* Action 
in these directions will do more to save households from 
infection than all the quarantine measures ever devised, 
and it is the absence of such action that has enabled 
cholera to spread itself broadcast throughout Egypt, not¬ 
withstanding the rigid measures of quarantine that have 
been adopted in that country. 


THE LIFE OF EDWARD HENRY PALMER 

The Life and Achievements of Edward Henry Palmer. 

By Walter Besant, M.A. (London : Murray, 1883,) 

HE tragedy of Palmer’s death gives his biographer the 
right to look to a wider circle of readers than would 
in ordinary cases feel interest in the life of an Oriental 
scholar and explorer. Mr. Besant has used his opportunity 
with the skill of an accomplished story-teller. Those who 
hate dipped into the author’s imaginative works will 
quickly recognise the familiar methods of art by which 
the reader's interest is sustained and carried on, the 
whole narrative disposed so as to lead up to the final 
catastrophe, and the figure of the hero invested even froth 
childhood with something of an unearthly glamour. This 
method of treatment is a little disappointing to those who 


do not need to have their interest in Palmer stimulated, 
but only wish to learn as much about him and his work 
as possible ; but it is fair to remember on the ohe hand 
that Mr. Besant Is no Orientalist, and so naturally looks 
at Palmer’s linguistic achievements through a mysterious 
haze, the effect of which is very artistically imparted to 
the reader’s mind, and on the other hand that the excep¬ 
tional nature of Palmer's powers, and the exceptional 
course of education in which these powers found their 
fitting development, are really calculated to stir the senti¬ 
ment of wonder which the biographer has chosen to make 
the keynote of his book. 

Palmer’s linguistic talent was not analytical but mimetic.]^ 
it was associated in his youth with histrionic tastes 
the love of mimicry, as Prof. Nicholl has well observed in 
his appendix on 0 Palmer’s Work as an Oriental Scholar,” 
had a large part in his literary compositions in Oriental 
tongues. It was through the mimetic faculty—not of 
course by mere vulgar superficial mimicry, but by a child¬ 
like gift of sympathy and imitation—that Palmer learned 
languages. His teachers were men, not books ; and when 
he learned Arabic, for example, he did not merely learn 
grammar and vocables, but acquired the power of thinking 
and expressing himself like an Arab. When he spoke or 
wrote an Eastern tongue he seemed to be for the time a 
real Oriental; to hear him recite Arabic was to feel 
one’s self carried back to a camp in the desert. The talent, 
or rather the type of mind, which all this implies is very 
rare in the West; in the East it is more common, though 
hardly in the perfection in which Palmer possessed it; 
and this perhaps is the reason why Oriental languages 
ultimately became the study of his choice. His gifts put 
him in thorough sympathy with the tastes and aims of 
modern Oriental scholarship ; it was the later models of 
Eastern literature, themselves imitative and full of dex¬ 
terous variations of fixed themes rather than of original 
ideas, that fascinated him and called forth his powers m 
not unsuccessful rivalry with the best native writers of 
-the day. The precise character of Palmer’s scholarship 
cannot be expressed by a single Western term. He was 
more than a linguist and yet less than, or other than, a 
scholar of the Western type; for he was singularly desti¬ 
tute of the critical faculty which we esteem inseparable 
from scholarship. He was in a word an Oriental Adtb, 
a man who loved language for the feats that could be 
done with it, and not for the ulterior scientific purposes 
which are the chief concern of most Western Orientalists^ 

Mr. Besant does not seem to have clearly grasped the 
peculiar type of Palmer's learning. He sees that he 
differed from most Orientalists; but he has the curious 
notion that the difference lay in a sort of grammatical 
pedantry which Palmer lacked, and to which other men 
give undue importance. That of course is purely ima¬ 
ginary. Palmer more nearly perhaps than any other 
Occidental who ever lived realised the Eastern ideal of 
literary culture. But the best Western Orientalists have, 
been great just because they had a different and, St must 
be added, a more fruitful conception of the aims and uses 
of linguistic knowledge than the East has attained tt>. 
In criticism, in comparative philology* hi the use 0 
language to throw light on the ps at history of our race, 
Western scholars have solved problems which the most 
accomplished Oriental never even contemplates, and to 
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this department Palmer, true to the masters and models 
from whom he drew his lore, never excelled and never 
even showed much interest. His history of Jerusalem, 
his introduction to the Koran, and writings of a similar 
class, on which Mr. Besant lavishes praise as freely as on 
his really marvellous exploits in other lines, are disap¬ 
pointing performances; and it is extremely unjust to his 
memory to speak of them as if they displayed any part of 
his real strength. The same want of discrimination 
appears in a more unpleasant form in the querulous tone 
which runs through the book and represents every honour 
conferred by his University on other Orientalists as a 
gratuitous insult to Palmer's reputation as a scholar. 
The University was certainly happy which possessed in 
its two Arabic chairs men like Palmer and Wright, so 
different from one another, yet each unrivalled in his own 
line. But it is absurd to fasten a charge of unfairness on 
the University because in the candidature for the Adams 
chair it preferred the senior scholar. For the main¬ 
tenance of the scientific diadochc in the characteristic 
features of the modern European school of Semitic learn¬ 
ing Dr. Wright had qualifications to which Palmer never 
pretended— eg. a profound comparative knowledge of the 
dialects—and the choice which Mr. Besant ascribes to 
petty motives was made on principles obvious to all who 
knew the case, and received the unanimous approval of 
learned Europe. The personalities which disfigure this 
part of the biography are based on a perfect tissue of 
errors as to fact ; and the groundless charge of intrigue 
brought against honourable names acquires all its plausi¬ 
bility from statements which with the smallest care might 
have been seen to be erroneous. The very year of the 
election is wrongly given—1871 for 1870—a somewhat 
important error, as in the earlier year none of Palmer’s 
principal writings had appeared; the salary is given at 
30c/, instead of 70/. ; the fellowship at Queens', subse¬ 
quently conferred on Dr. Wright to facilitate the con¬ 
version of a non-resident into a resident chair, is repre¬ 
sented as a bribe to induce Dr, Wright to be a candidate, 
whereas in point of fact the election took place without 
his knowledge or consent. That Mr. Besant’s researches 
into the facts on which his interesting record is based 
hive been very slight appears all through the book—he 
is for example unable to say positively whether Palmer 
wrote articles which have appeared with another signature 
in the "Encyclopaedia Britannicabut the carelessness 
of the bookmaker deserves a stronger name when it 
touches the honour of men who are still living, and with 
whom Palmer himself continued to maintain friendly re¬ 
lations after the "insult/ 1 as Mr. Besant calls it, which 
“ never was forgotten or forgiven- 0 
The life of Palmer, who learned so much from the 
living voice, and had a unique gift of adapting himself to 
every kind of human life, must have been rich in incidents 
of the moat interesting and instructive kind Unhappily 
he does not seem to have kept full record of these, and 
except hi the account of his last wonderful journey from 
Casa to Suez we seldom hear his own voice in this 
volume. The reviewer knows from his own intercourse 
with die gifted traveller that but a smell part of Palmer's 
observations in the East was ever given to the world aad 
a * ho certamlyhad many Jottings—at least in Arabic if 
not in English— there was some reason to hope that the 


biography might make important additions to Our know¬ 
ledge of a land and race in which science as well as 
literature has a deep interest. This hope has not been 
realised; little is added to our knowledge of Palmer’s 
earlier travels except one or two striking anecdotes. Are 
there no note-books to be found which can still supply 
this blank ? 

One is sorry to find so many grave faults with a book 
which after all gives a brilliant if not a discriminating 
picture of a very remarkable and attractive character ; 
and it would be wrong to close without a word of thanks 
for the history of the heroic task, undertaken in no fool¬ 
hardy spirit but in a spirit of courageous patriotism, 
which cost Palmer his life and England one of her most 
brilliant sons. Many points in the tragedy still remain 
obscure; but enough has now been set forth to leave 
upon the reader a profound impression of the intrepid 
bravery, the ready resource, the genuine devotion to duty, 
which, still more than his rare gifts of intellect, will keep 
the memory of Palmer green in the hearts of a people 
which prizes true manhood above the profoundest 
learning. W. Robertson Smith 


ANTS A AW THEIR WAYS 

Ants and their Ways. With Illustrations, and an 
Appendix giving a Complete List of Genera and 
Species of the British Ants. By the Rev. W. Farren 
White, M.A., M.E.S.L., Vicar of Stonehouse, Glouces¬ 
tershire. (London : The Religious Tract Society, 1883.) 

NT literature is now so extensive and the subject is 
so popular, that it was an excellent idea to give in 
a handy volume a resutni of all that is known of the 
economy and life-history of these interesting insects. 
The writer is well fitted for the work, having made ants 
his special study for more than twenty years, during which 
time he has observed in their native haunts nearly every 
species p( British ant, and has been able to confirm some 
of the most curious facts of their social economy. Although 
full of detailed and interesting information, and containing 
the results of the most recent observations of Sir John 
Lubbock, Dr. McCook, Ford, and other writers, the book 
is written in a lively and gossiping style well fitted to 
attract the young and persons who are not usually readers 
of scientific works; but many will think that liveliness of 
style is carried too far when we find such sensational 
headings as " Political Demonstration in the Ant-world,’* 
“ Funeral Rites,” "The Ants at their Toilet,” &c., See . 

Coming however to the original observations of the 
writer, we find him disputing the statement of Sir John 
Lubbock, that ants dislike light. He says 

"That they prefer,working underground is certainly 
true, and that they construct their chambers and passages 
out of sight is dearly established, and that they will not 
work against the sides of the bell-glass if exposed to the 
light is undoubted fact. But it is not, I believe, because 
they dislike the light, but because, for sanitary, educa¬ 
tional, and protective reasons, it is necessary that their 
many chambers should be arranged at certain depths 
below the surface, and therefore at varying distances from 
the light of day.” 

He then goes on to record a series of experiments 
showing that ants are attracted to the sunlight and bring 
their young beneath its influence for the sake of the 
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warmth which accompanies it, and that in the same way 
they are attracted by the light of a candle placed close to 
the sides of the formicarium; the glass being warmed 
and becoming a source of radiant heat* The elaborate 
experiments of Sir John Lubbock, showing that ants pre- 
ferred the red end of the spectrum and avoided the violet 
end, are all explained by their preference for the greater 
warmth accompanying the red rays, though he also thinks 
they dislike the effect of the chemical rays. His general 
conclusion is, that there is no evidence that they dis¬ 
tinguish colour or prefer one colour to another, but that 
they always prefer warmth, and dislike the action of the 
chemical rays of light, while to light itself they have no 
objection whatever* 

Mr. White reproduces from the Proceedings 0/ the 
Linnean Society for 1861 a remarkable account of some 
Australian ants burying their dead in a methodical 
manner strongly resembling our funerals, and supports it 
by some curious observations of his own. In one of his 
newly procured nests there were many dead ants, which 
were carried up from below and placed against the glass. 
Three small card trays containing honey for the ants 
were placed in the formicarium, but instead of eat.ng the 
honey the trays ware used as cemeteries, and in two days 
140 dead ants were placed in one tray and 180 in each of 
the others. In another case he observed the ants burying 
the dead in subterranean cemeteries, the bodies being 
covered with earth and the passage leading to the vault 
being stopped up. 

A good account is given of the various creatures found 
in ants* nests, such as the crustacean Platyarthrus 
Hqffmanseggit , the various species of beetles, some of 
which are never found elsewhere, and seem to depend on 
the ants for their subsistence, and the aphides which the 
ants actually breed for their own use just as we do cattle. 
Some ants have small colonies of other ants domiciled 
with them, apparently as guests or lodgers, while others 
capture the pupae of distinct species and bring them up 
to work for them like veritable slaves* This extraordinary 
habit of slave-making is fully described in two very in¬ 
teresting chapters, and Mr. White is one of the few 
Englishmen who have been so fortunate as to witness the 
slave-hunters at their work. 

We cannot better illustrate our author's style and his 
mode of viewing the subject of ant-economy than by 
quoting the passage in which he sums up the result of his 
observations and inquiries :— 

“And now, surely enough has been said, ample evi¬ 
dence has been brought forward, iny own personal testi¬ 
mony having been confirmed when necessary by the 
experience of others, to warrant me in earnestly demand¬ 
ing for my little clients a favourable verdict When you 
bear in mind the self-devotion of the queen for the 
commonwealth; the loyalty of her subjects, their affection 
towards their youthful charges, preserving as they do 
a happy medium between unaue severity, and over- 
indulgence ; their liberal system of education without the 
aid of privy councils ana revised codes; their plan of 
drainage, most effectual before boards of health and city 
corporations had ever been heard of; their public works 
and national enterprises, planned and executed with the 
most surprising promptitude, uncontrolled. by parlia¬ 
mentary committees, orders in council, and circumlocu¬ 
tion offices; their social institutions, their provident clubs 
and savings banks, gathering as they do their meat in the 


summer—the continental and foreign ants grain and 
honey, the British ants their aphides, for future use; 
when you bear in mind their perseverance under diffi¬ 
culties, that no poor-house or assessment committee or 
sanitary authorities are needed, for all live as brethren, 
all sympathise with each other in trouble and difficulty, apa 
share everything in common as members of the shme 
happy family,* he that gathers much having nothing over, 
and he that gathers little having no lack;' when you 
remember their habits of early rising, of cleanliness, of 
moderation, of economy, of temperance, their love of 
fresh air, their skill and industry in their many trades, 
the magnificent scale on which they construct their 
houses ; their language, which, though more difficult to 
acquire than Chinese, yet is to them so intelligible that 
there are no misunderstandings, all speaking it fluently, 
and by means of its mysterious agency communicating 
their ideas to each other ; when you recall how they 
carry out concerted plans thoroughly, noiselessly, unin¬ 
terruptedly, not resting till their work be finished, 
animated by one spirit, pursuing thus the end, fulfilling 
thus the law of their brief existence—you must allow that 
surely this ‘little people’ are * exceeding wise.’” 

Though somewhat anthropomorphic and highly coloured, 
this passage brings before us in a striking manner the 
many marvellous characteristics of the habits and in¬ 
stincts of ants, and also serves to show the thorough and 
enthusiastic study which the writer has bestowed upon 
them. 

The book is well illustrated with numerous woodcuts 
from original drawings; and in an appendix is given a 
complete list of British ants with careful descriptions of 
all the species, forty-one in number. It will therefore be 
of great assistance to any entomologist wishing to com¬ 
mence the study of our native ants; while as an interest¬ 
ing volume for the general reader, or as a gift-bdok for 
children with a taste for natural history, it may be safely 
recommended as among the very best of its kind. 

Alfred R. Wallace 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


[ The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents . Neither can he undertake to return* 
or to correspond with the writers of* refected manuscripts* 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

[The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible. The pressure on his space is so great 
that U is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting ana novel facts.] 


The Matter of Space 

In his letter on this subject in Nature (voL xxvtii. p. S4&J, 
Prof. Morris strikes, I believe, a keynote of very great interest 
in the general theory of motion, when he lays it down as a 
primary principle that all motion naturally tends to attain a con¬ 
dition of stationariness in which, though it still constantly springs 
or swings hither and thither, it is yet permanently localised m 
some fixed field, contained within definite inclosing boundaries. 

Singular as the law appears that motions, bound and hemmed 
in as we see them everywhere around us, are only ostensibly 
confined to their spheres by Combinations of directed forces, 
while they are really inclosed in them by a governing principle in 
matter which constantly models its directed courses either by 
continuous or by interrupted stages into forrai of stationariness; 
and strange as the statement sounds, that all matter thus tends 
constantly to form in situ veritable universes 1 externally rc- 

\ h pamphlet, ‘‘ The Universe, or the Science of the Twentieth Century/* 
maintaining «actty this microcownical theory (by whet .comm of reaaoauk 
arrived as f cannot gue»). reached me not tong ago hom e writer, Mr. John 
T*te of Portadowu, in Ireland, with another <“ A Now. Theory of ftleetri* 
cUy, ) describing electricity ** a hind of twitting power, hoth of which, rat 
the independent practicality of their treatment, seem to have been entirely , 
prompted. and suggested to the author by exact meditative study endby 
clear original reflections. 
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posing and quiescent, and internally passive, neutral, and in¬ 
different (o alt surrounding material universes, yet I am disposed 
to concur with Prof* Morns in his emphatic enunciation ana very 
apprapftate and varied illustrations of this law, because the 


idea of established boundaries, prescribing fixed terms and limits 
to mo^or-vigour's local actions, has, in an investigation of the 
principles or thermodynamics which lately occupied me, already 
presented itself tome as an indispensable foundation for a theory 
of heat, in which temperature was identified with motor* con pie’s 
dual power of dispensing motor-vigour between ordinary and 
ether masses, partly by opposing undulatory, and partly by con¬ 
tending diffusive motions of ether’s and gros-matter's ecrilian 
parts. 

Easily as that theory lent itself in other respect*; to a deductive 
establishment of the laws of beat, it yet stumbled abruptly upon 
this blank presumption, or frowning precipice, of kow boundaries 
of the kind (to such forms of aerilian action) come to be esta¬ 
blished and imposed betw een ether and gross matter, as well as 
between material liodiea generally, wherever superficial contact 
between their substances takes place ? 

Granting indeed, provisionally, that we may freely accept 
Prof. Morris’s somewhat too simple, and in fitnc^ for its purpose 
much too meagre and unassuming supposition (which I should 
also say that he errs in describing me at the beginning of his 
letter as being just as willing and contented to accept and conform 
to as he is himself), that 41 particles of ponderable matter consist 
of aggregations of ethereal substance, or that "ether is a ft*In¬ 
stance whose condensation yields particled matter,” it would then 
be making a step of inference which would neither be a oositively 
ungrounded one, nor (supposing that nature’s system w ere really 
such a simple one as this hypothesis assumes) at all a likely ore 
to conduct us to any embarrassing or perplexing consequences, to 
describe the “excessively disintegrated matter” which in his 
aper$u of the retinues of space “replaces ether,” as ordinary 
matter in a “fourth state” of attenuation; because we would 
immediately reflect that the boundaries between the solid, liquid, 
and vaporous forms of nucha multistruotured substance as ethro- 
genous matter would then be, are themselves w ell known to be 
the seats of a certain diffusive and imdulamry struggle and ba¬ 
lanced equipoise, the real nature of w hich, beyond what is known 
of its laws of relation to pressure, heat, and temperature, cannot 
be accurately described. The fact that temperature and tension 
regulate it does, indeed, assimilate it to the similar dual balance 
ofmotor-couple’s diffusive and undulatory actions at the borders 
between ether and ordinary matter which 1 found to be indis¬ 
pensable as a first starting-ground for basing a mechanical theory 
of temperature, heat, and entropy nn mathematical properties of 
motor-couples; and our ignorance of how the boundaries are 
established in each case is not only no greater, but it actually 
appears to be of precisely the same nature and description in one 
oT these cases as in another. 

The parts which collision and vibration play in distribute r 
motor-vigour in solids, liquids, gases, and in ether, are abund¬ 
antly well-instanced and described in Prof. Morris’s letter; and 
it again affords me extreme gratification to r ote the exact paral¬ 
lelism which his views present with those furnished by a systematic 
and not perhaps altogether unmathematical treatment of the sub¬ 
ject which I have pursued, if, as I surmise, undulation and diffu¬ 
sion are kinds of motor-action (both active in a motor-couple) of 
web primitive simplicity of construction in their agitational or 
motor-type, that, in virtue of their elemeutary mathematical cha- i 
tuctcr, one single mechanical explanation really suffices for and 
applies with equal exactitude to all those instances of material 
conflict just considered, which occur at the boundaries between 
the several gross and ethereal states of matter. 

But both physical and mathematical considerations have be¬ 
sides this led me to* suppose, as I trust that they may also in 
the end influence Prof. Morris’s decision, that the title of the 
"fourth state" of matter which we might thus quite fairly at 
fitat sight and provisionally apply to ether, is in the all-essential 
meaning of the words an undeniable misnomer; because mutual 
conversion of the two substances composing the first three and 
the last of the forms in question one into the other U bond fide 
mown by the dearest evidence of experience, and equally by 
theoretical proofs based on the two substances' motor relations, 
to be, even more certainly than making gold out of copper, an 
impossible physical proceeding. With such plain reasons as I 
wiff try briefly to produce for pronouncing ether and ordinary 
matter to be perfectly distinct and totally untrsntmuuble fellow- 
tteenpa&te of space, it Is really more consistent with simple fact, 


and a more precise and correct me of language, to speak of 
ether as “ matter of the second class ” or of the second grade or 
order, than it would be to call it either dubiously matter “ in a 
fourth form,” or to give it the still more erroneous title of a 
“ fourth state of ordinary matter.'’ 

While, in fact, we know innumerable chemical ancl physical 
forces capable of altering to any give-and-take extent the boun¬ 
daries between liquids and their vapours, between rimilax ard 
dissimilar solids and liquids, and like and unlike gases and 
molecules, so els to change entirely all their physical and chemi¬ 
cal states, or groupings, yet no force of art or nature can make 
any portion o? gross matter change its weight by condensation 
or escape of ether, Even chemistry, to whose reactions Prof. 
Morris assigns the greatest power of altering molecular group¬ 
ings, although tested in this direction with the delicacy of a 
vacuum-balance in Mr. Crookes 1 researches, has been found to 
be powerless to do so. It is true that its reactions only employ 
the sedatory tendency of motion in order to produce new group¬ 
ings, and the electric current, which first disclosed the existence 
of the elements sodium and potassium, and whose arc of light 
gives us glimpses of chemical dissociations scarcely less com¬ 
plete than those detected by the spectroscope in the fcun, over¬ 
comes and reverses the power of chemical affinity to form com¬ 
binations in this way more effectually than any other force, and 
breaks up all chemistry's compound productions more completely 
than any other force can do. Yet, while no dissipation of weight 
of ordinary materials by electric currents has yet been detected, 
it is just as certain that ponderable matter has never yet to our 
knowledge gained or increased in weight in virtue of the exer¬ 
tion of any possible chemical affinity which it may have tor 
ether, although this affinity, if it exists, must yet be of extra¬ 
ordinary strength, since it can successfully resist every effort that 
has yet been made to loosen it 1 Pother imponderability of ether 
or immutability of its boundaries of junction with gross matter, 
or both of these together, must therefore be assumed to account 
for the sum of this experience ; and whichever of the alterna¬ 
tives we are led to choose, distinctly differentiates the two sub¬ 
stances from each other as regards this particular character of 
mutual convertibility of substance, for no known ordinary matter 
arising from ether’s condensation is imponderable, or, on the 
other hand, if ether has weight, experience still shows that no 
condensation of it into ponderable ordinary matter is possible. 

Ano'her conspicuous peculiarity of ether consists in a special 
independence between its motor-vigour and that of ordinary 
matter, of which instances of the plainest proof are afforded by 
Doppler’s theory and by the theory of the aberration of light. 
The motions of ether in an ether-replenished field are not in the 
least degree affected by the directed motion across it of a mass 
of ordinary matter, just as a perfectly smooth anchor would 
leave no permanent agitation whatever behind it in water or 
liquid inwardly and outwardly as smooth as itself, through 
which it 'takes its way. It is only by such a passing body’s 
aerilian or undirected motions that ether can be disturbed, and 
with those it harmonises or collides, mutually receiving from 
and imparting to the body it so touches motor*vigour (which 
may either tsd<e the form of actual heat or of stresses in ihe 
ponderable body) by the primitive aerilian processes of w ave- 
impact and diffusion-blows of the two substances at the boundary 
between them. With the absence of these (if we could imagine 
the privation to exist) the bodily or directed motion of the two 
substances, like those of a smooth anchor swinging in a stream of 
frictionless water, would all the while be wholly unaffected by, 
indifferent to, and independent of each other. The ether there¬ 
fore stands in such motor-relations to gross matter that the two 
can only exchange motor* vigour with each other by means of the 
aerilian impulses of their touching parts. 

Now this theory of ethereal action, suggested jo me by an 
accidental consideration of the well-known mathematical equa¬ 
tion of stationary motion, which was at once seen to furnish, on 
closer examination, a very consistent interpretation of the second 
law of thermodynamics, and of its several thermal quantities, 
led me to describe in my former letter (Nature, vol. xxvii. pp. 
458 and 504) tome of the necestary postulates or maxims of 
the new theory in its integrity of fitting enunciation for such 
applications. 

If the mutual motor-relations between ether and gross matter 
are indeed (as I have very full grounds for confident assurance) 
of the extraordinary nature and description tliere set forth, there 
seems to be no room to pause or to waver and hesitate over nicely 
raised but unavailing protests of prejudice and predilection in 
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their contemplation, In tke ocean of universal ether are described 
baric points and masses 11 nestling ” together, and 41 nestled " in 
their attendant or " bound ” ether ones, which themselves clus¬ 
ter or w nestle " like atmospheres about them. Each such ethro* 
baric assemblage is a universe, when in repose, independently of 
the unbound and unbounded ether-o&an, which alone stands 
aloof as a universe by itself. And among all these the instan¬ 
taneous as well as the hare-and-tortoise-footed paces of time 
take effect, and swiftly or gradually, along witn many other 
action-, cluster the island-masses together more and more. 

By what rigid cord the clustering tendency to establish certain 
boundaries is controlled, what struggle for existence gave their 
present forms io elements and suns and planets and to the ether 
atmospheres belonging to them* appears to be a question of just 
the same cyclopcan vastness, and in some measure of the same 
description, as that which presents itself to our inquiries in ani¬ 
mated nature. And since it is exactly this ruling rein which sets 
the boundaries to bodies, no harder problem can perhaps be 
contemplated than that of defining how, at a point of contact, 
the boundary between two dissimilar physical bodies is pre¬ 
served. 

In particular the contact of our physical world of ethrobaric 
alliances with universal ether, where to us complete and per- 

S etual silence reigns, and in the other direction of inconceivable 
ugeness instead of smallness of integration, common ethrobaric 
matter 1 ^ contact with a universe just as conservative as ether is 
of suns' and galaxies' corporeal struggles, but in this case beyond 
the ken and vision of the most gigantic telescopes, are probably 
par excellence the scats of strife and contest of all or at least of 
many more orders and successive grades of matter than lake part in 
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thoie between spheres of ponderable matter and their ether atmo¬ 
spheres, or between the alliance-* of these that c institute our 
w'orld of phydos. The arena of graphic space t all these 
universes is the same, and there appears to be no difference in 
their geometry but this, that the scales of magnitude of their 
di .integral parts proceed by absolute infinittis in their pro¬ 
portions to each other. But this difference is of such an 
essentially strict mathematical kind, corresponding to precisely 
equivalent analytical and geometrical relations wherewith, sooner 
or later, there can be very little question that it will be possible 
to express it, that the 44 excessive disintegration" contemplated 
by Prof . Morris 1* really one of infinite disintegration. And wlmt 
it is which sets bounds to the universal ether by itself, so as to 
make it a third parly to the exchanges of motor-vigour lietween 
the bound mtergroupings of gravitating and ether-matter (and per¬ 
haps a shaping and formiug link of these to the larger-Matured 
universe out ot reach of telescopic vision), unless it is a sub¬ 
stance of more infinite di integration still than ether, an elixir of 
ether as we may style it, shaping and forming both that ether 
itself and itt alliance* with baric matter, it would certainly be 
exceedingly difficult to say. 

Thus in the above figure it will be seen how boundless 
graphic space (denoted by the inclosing circles) may all lie 
hlicd and occupied at the same time by a continuous chain of 
matter-triads consisting of matter in innumerable different un- 
transmutable grades of fineness of disintegration, of which only 
hree adjoining ones are physically concerned together in any one 


of the linked world-systems of the chain's horizons, hi producing 
that world-system's or horizon's natural phenomena. The 
functions of ether and "elixir," for example, catt be traoed in 
the figure in giving inanimate nature its form and stature, and in 
producing its physical phenomena in the world of ordinary 
or common matter; aud that of common matter and ether, again, 
in doing the same in the Jarger-atatured cr “ Titanic " world} 
and so on for world * of vaster, or per contra of fitter, textures 
than our own. 

But as 1 reasoned at some length to show in my former letter, 
a proper branch of geometry must be specially developed and 
explored to describe even the space-relations of these several ma¬ 
terial horizons to each other clearly ; and there is besides this the 
part w-hich time plays in the control and evolution of motor- 
actions by their transmission from one horizon to another, to be 
investigated and considered, of which it can hardly be foreseen 
that the research will be easier, although sure in due course to be 
prosecuted successfully, than the investigation of the geometrical 
relations. 

It cannot therefore be expected that the beginnings of physical 
phenomena like those of light, heat, magnetism, and electricity 
(and of chemical phenomena in addition), due to motor-vigours of 
imponderable substance, should all be easy to fathom and unveil 
at once. But very grateful reception and approval must yet be 
freely and fairly accorded in the meanwhile to such able and 
successful attempts as l’rof. Morri; makes and proffers in his 
letters to unravel them, as being unquestionably of very great 
present, and of incalculably greater prospective use and value 
to assist in pointing out the right road and in paving the way 
towards their final elucidation. A. S. Hkrschel 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, June 25 

P.S.—A little more inquiry s hows me that it is not essentially 
in absolute size, but in volume-density of the integrant carts, that 
"titanic,” " ethereal,” and other kinds of matter differ by in¬ 
finity, and by infinity beyond infinity, from common ponderable 
matter. An integrant part or 44 atom” of common matter, for 
instance, becomes by infinite expansion 1 an infinite-sized net¬ 
work of extremely far-separated (countlessly numerous) titanic 
mattci-atoms, whose expansion will have rendered them all 
ordinary substance and will have raised alt their internal con¬ 
stituent atomic parts, like themselves, one grade in attenuation ; 
while the original common-matter atom itself will not in the 
least degree lose its individuality by its enlargement of stature, 
but will become at the same time an infinitely large common- 
matter, and an infinitely large ether-atom. The titanic members 
also, although an infinite-fold larger and less dense than titanic 
atoms of a mean size, do not loae their proper relativities with 
their normal-sized fellnvs, although they acquire a new conso¬ 
ciation by assumption of a lower density, with atoms of common 
matter ; so that exchange of energy or of motor vigour by the 
ordinary processes of diffusion and wave-motion can in these 
circumstances subsist between ordinary and titanic matter on n 
footing of equality. And it is the same, in the common-matter 
atom’s state of ethereal hyper-attenuauon for it* exchanges ot 
energy and momentum w ith ether-atoms of the next higher order 
of magnitude than those which we call mean-sized. 

To how many successive grades such hyper-attenuation may be 
carried there i* no actual evidence to show, but in the system's 
theoiy itself there is nothing to restrict it. We must only 
remember that each successive grade is an infinite step onwards 
in expansion or contraction; and since comm on-matter’s atom* 
or fir.st integrant part* are known (as Sir W. Thomson has most 
clearly shown, Nature, vol. xxviii. pp. 303, 2<o, 274) to be of 
finite, though of excessively small dimensions, their hyper-atten¬ 
uated forms are of an immensity whose size is mathematically 
infinite, and we cannot therefore |H)int to them. A single com* 
man atom’s transition-form to ether-density pervades all visible 
space. Its trandtion-form to "titanic" density occupies no 
visible space at all, and is graphically a material point, although 
entropically it is infinitely composite; and the motions of each 
of these forms are absolutely invisible to u*, but not less real and 
effective in their contributions of motor vigour to ordinary 
matter at the confines of its contact with ether megaspheres, and 
with titan micro-points in graphic s^ace. 

1 If time is allowed any homogeneous assemblage <jf matter-atoms to 

ualise their temperatures, the whole assemblage oftorns parts, consisting 

Common and of remoter matter-grades, will, 1 conceive, all have one ana 
the same comm on rate of volume expansion (as described above) to whatever 
extent, finite or infinite, the expansion or contraction is continued at Sw 
settled temperature. 
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However many times material atoms may be hyper-attenuated 
or condensed, their substance no doubt retains its original 
material sUUus t although removed by numbers of grades or 
orders of attenuation from it to which the mathematical prin¬ 
ciples of the theory assign no limit; and bnundles? space is thus 
strewn at once with a grade of common-matter atoms, which in 
their original status may have properly belonged to any other 
grade of unknown remoteness. But this fixity of matter's original 
grades of size and density with only infinite insulations from other 
grades, la not more notable than theunrotativeness or fixed direc¬ 
tions of some coordinate axes of mechanical motions in space 
which does not prevent the motions from being just as perfectly 
deacribable by the selection of any other equally fixed ones. We 
are in the same way unable to say by bow many revolutions the 
hands of a clock have reached a certain position on its dial, 
unless we examine and properly employ to estimate it the state 
of wear aud attrition of the wheel-work of the clock’s driving 
train, or unless we know the number of times that the clock had 
been wound up. 

The solution of some very bewildering physical questions is 
offered by this hypothesis 1 when we reflect, as I have before 
endeavoured to explain, that the expansions here considered are 
all of them variations of a quantity <f> (or “entropy" of a 
homogeneous body at the same temperature throughout), which, 
by its mathematical description, is obviously the rati j index of a 
describing point’s place upon a hyperbola, and which therefore 
passes continuously through an endless series of values o and 00 
(which revisit each other m graphic space, just as a circle-radius 
revisits its former place after every passage through four suc¬ 
cessive right angles), while the describing pjint pursue* the curve 
continuously. 

There is enough evidence in geometry to show that this hyper¬ 
bolic variable of position, and the angular one on the hyper¬ 
bola's auxiliary circle of a certain configurated point on that 
circle, cannot pursue their geometrically configurated course 
together through more than a quadrant of the circle and hyper¬ 
bola from the two curves’ common apex without violating the 
axioms of ordinary geometry. Thus it is clear that in the 
transition state of the measure tf> through infinity from one 
“grade" of a mass’s state of attenuation to another, there is 
needed a new law of geometry (or at least of continuous material 
motion) allowing a new pair of tracing-points supplanting the 
disused former pair at each dead-point of the two curve ^ to 
describe a new quadrant of the hyperbola and of it> auxdiary 
circle from that p^int, with a constant geometrical configuration 
to each other without violating geo netrical axioms. 

This transition law and the nature of the c ^figuration which 
it frees from geometrical contradictions while giving it con¬ 
tinuous validity round »he whole circuit of the circle and hyper¬ 
bola together, is so exactly what ha6 just been described of the 
nature of material points* or of physic il integrant-parts’ compo¬ 
siteness while still remaining points in their motor properties, 
that almost all reason for doubt and question seetns to be ex¬ 
cluded that it is the sought-for law and nude of motor connec¬ 
tion between 9 and <p (or angle- and entropy-position of a point 
or homogeneous body), which links universal heat-motion of 
matter to all those other, no doubt therefrom derivable but 
otherwise unaccountable descriptions of matter's motions which 
we see in physics. 


On Lord Rayleigh's Dark Plane 

In Nature, vol. xxvlii. p. 139, was printed a communication 
from Lord Rayleigh to the Royal Society on the subject of the 
dark plane which Is seen abate hot bodies in dusty and illumin¬ 
ated air, and which had long been used by Tyndall, and after 
him by science te ichers generally, as an illustration of the fact 
that light which does not enter the eye cannot be seen. 

It had never occurred to me to doubt the validity of the com¬ 
monly-received explanation of the dust-free space, vii. that the 
dust in the dark region had been either burnt up or dried up by 
contact with the hot body, and I was struck and greatly inter- 
ested in the definite character of the phenomenon as described 
by Lord Rayleigh in your pages, and in his conclusive shattering 
of the old explanation by the simple device of using a cold body 


fa particular, *# will be easily gathered fram th« above brief comments. 
Of dtahjotien or of* a Axed tendency te gradual reduction and to 
umvtml untfarm dlffuslon of alt forms of energy fa a Wtv* tint of matter"# 
grm jeiutoac common form of the energy of beat, or of the worie of entropy* 


Instead of a hot, and so getting a down-streaming dust-free 
space instead of an up-streaming. 

I w as however quite unable to accept Lord Rayleigh’s very 
tentative hypothesis that the curvature of the streamlines and 
consequent centrifugal actions might possibly account for the 
phenomenon, nor do I imagine that he himself ever regarded 
this as anything more than a guess thrown out for want of a 
better. 

I mentioned the matter to Mr. J. W. Clark, whose services as 
Demonstrator I have lately had the good fortune to secure, and 
he proceeded to make a few simple experiments with a view 
first of repeating the observation, and next of testing an elec¬ 
trical hypothesis which suggested itself. 

The nyi>othe$is is one that has failed to verify itself, but it 
may be just worth stating. The difference of temperature between 
the solid and the air causes convection currents, the air thus made 
to stream over the surface of the solid electrifies itself by friction, 
and the dust particles are expelled from the electrified air. 

We were early led to doubt whether the insignificant amount 
of friction which alone was acting in some cases could possibly 
produce the effect; ani in fact it was soon found that though 
electrificition modified the phenomenon it pretty certainly did not 
cause it. 

A doubt then arose whether the space was actually dust free 
or only optically so ; whether anything like mirage due to 
unequal densities could account for the darkness. These ideas, 
however, would not bear consideration, and we soon convinced 
ourselves that the region is really transparent air free from dust, 
though its extreme sharpness and blackness render it difficult at 
times to refrain from thinking of it as a black opaque film. 

Irregular dark stria; obviously allied to the regular dark plane 
arc to be perpetually observed in any dusty air disturbed by con¬ 
vection currents ; and nothing hut the want of the necessary 
illumination pievents our co mnonly observing what must be one 
of the most universal appearances, viz. dust-free regions stream¬ 
ing from every solid body. 

We are n >w pretty well convinced that differences of tempera¬ 
ture have nothing to do with the real nature of thephenomeno 1; 
we find that solid bodies have sharply-defined dust-fret coats or 
films of uniform thickness always surrounding them , and that 
these coats can be continually taken off them, and as continually 
renewed, by any current of air. The slightest elevation of tem¬ 
perature of the solid causes its dark coat to stream upwards ; 
the slightest depression of temperature below that of the atmo¬ 
sphere causes the coat to stream downwards ; but the coat is 
there all the time, independent of convection currents, though I 
believe it gets thicker as the body gets warmer. Why the air 
near a solid is free from du>t we are not prepared to say. 

A few of our earlier experiments might readily enough have 
suggested the old exploded explanation that the smoke was 
either burnt'up or dried up or otherwise temporarily rendered 
invbikte by heat. Take for instance a long piece of ordinary 
quill glass tubing ; blow it half full of tobacco-smoke, and 
hold it horizontally in a beam of light. The first thing to 
notice is the curious way the end of the stream of smoke draws 
out to a point with a sharply defined edge, and how it falls 
about inside the tube when the tube is rotated* Next warm a 
part of the tube gently : a space clear of smoke at once appears 
aud widens. Next heat the tube in the flame of a Bunsen and 
blow smoke gently and continually through it: the smoke narrows 
down to a mere thread as it pisses the hot place, or it may disap¬ 
pear altogether in a pointed cone; but it reappears on the other 
side of the hot place, and it issues from the end of the tube. 

Our experiments have been mostly conducted in a glated 
cigar-box with one or more horizontal copper rods passing into 
it through insulating glass tubes, the ends of the rod® carrying 
binding-screws into which could be clamped scrape of sheet 
copper of various shapes. The illumination was either sunlight 
or an oxyhydrogen lamp, or more usually, and far the most con¬ 
veniently, a Serrin art-lamp in its lantern, fed by a secondary 
battery. The smoke employed was nearly always tobacco, for 
we soon satisfied ourselves that the nature of the smoke or dust 
did not affect the essence of the phenomenon, and we conse¬ 
quently used that which was the easiest and for which the im¬ 
plements were always at hand. Sal-ammoniac was, however, 
occasionally used instead. 

It was wholly unnecessary to heat the rod in order to start the 
dark up-current, for if if is not infinitesimally warmer than the 
air to begin with, the beam of light will warm it sufficiently In 
an instant* Still the rods can be heated by a lamp outside the 
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box if desired, or on the other band their projecting ends can be 
bent down and immersed in a freezing mixture when a cold dark 
plane is wanted. 

The transition from the cold down-current to the warm up- 
current is a thing I specially wished ,fp observe, and it can be 
readily seen by first letting the rxiget thoroughly cold in the 
dark and then turning on the light Without removing the freezing 
mixture. The down-current i* now visible, and it persists for a 
short time, varying from a second or two to a minute; but as 
the rod is wirmea by the b;aw, it soon visibly slackens, turns 
romd, and establ shes itself as an up-current; the transition 
from a strong down- to a strong up-current only occupying a 
few seconds altogether. If the light be now interrupted for a 
short time, and then renewed, the down-current will be observed 
as before, and in fact one may make the alternations with great 
rapidity, permitting now the freezing mixture and now the hot 
beam to gain the mastery. 

The turning bidily round of the dark plane is doubtless due 
to a general convection current produced ny the warming of the 
glass of the b:>x by the entering beam. The beam was, how¬ 
ever, always filtered through wa f er in order to bring its heating 
powers within manageable limits. 

To witness the effect of a diminution of pres ure on the pheno¬ 
mena, a thick platinum rod with its end beaten into a narrow 
spade, was sealed into an old lamp chimney closed by plane 
glass ends, and connected with a water air-pump on one side, and 
with a CaCl* tube, a tobacco pipe, and pinchcock on the other. 
A little exhaustion and an intermittent opening of the pinchcock 
was able to smoke the pipe in the orthodox mannner, and the 
exhaustion was then proceeded with further ; an accumulation 
of vacuum being often quickly turned on. At low pressure the 
du t-free space surrounding the spade became large and i!l- 
defined, and the convection-currents were lazy and ineffective; 
the exhaustion was not pushed to extremes, because it was 
difficult to keep any smoke still suspended, but the general fact 
that the dark region broadened considerably under diminished 
pressure was fairly well made out. The coit is enormously 
thicker, however, than any CroDkesian or free-patk layer. 

When examining the effects of electrificati in we sometimes 
brought electrified rods near to the dark plane, and sometimes 
we electrified the rod from which the plane wa* streaming, The 
latter is by far the most effective, and the results are very striking 
and interesting. It is not sensitive to minute differences of 
potential however, and it required from fifty to one hundred 
Lecla.nche’> to exhibit dLtinct effects. We then found that posi¬ 
tive electrification of the rod rendered the coat and the stream 
broader, but made their outline hazy. Connecting the rod to 
earth instantly sharpened it up again, making it beautifully clear 
and distinct. Negative electrification sharpened the outline still 
more, and narrowed it down still further, but the effect of 
positive electrification was mire marked than that of negative. 

When comparatively high potentials were used, such, for 
instance, as would give millimetre s 4 arks if permitted, the effects 
were violent. As the potential rose, the dark coat and stream 
broadened, and ultimately disappeared; reappearing again and 
cl >ring in from each side in a curious way, so as to reestablish the 
clear dark plane depicted by Lord Rayleigh in bis paper 
above-mentioned, the instant an earth coitact was made, 
Violent negative electrification exhibits somewhat similar effects. 
If any brush discharge took place, there was a violent black 
chimiley-like rush, and the whole box rapidly cleared of smoke. 

The electrical effects are not easy to describe, but they are 
worth seeing. We sometimes used two -solid brass cylinders 
with rounded edges screwed on to bra«s rods and insulated from 
each other, cylinders say three eentims. by one; sometimes we 
used a cylinder and a point, sometimes two flat spade', and bo 
on. Connecting them with the poles of a Voss-Hohz machine 
and turning very slowly, the chauge from two well defined and 
shafp Lord Rayleigh planes through an interval of indistinctness 
to vigorous and curiously-shaped black streamers is very striking. 
Bu* in a few seconds all the smoke ha* gone j it has not been 
driven out of the box, it has been condensed on the box surfaces 
and on the electrodes, which latter soon look a<< if tfyey had been 
lacquered by an amateur, and make yellow greasy marks on 
one's fingers. 

Moderate positive electrification of the rod, then, widens and 
renders hazy the coat and the dark stream ; earth connection, or 
still better weak negative electrification, narrows it and renders 
its outline beautifully sharp and distinct. The stream itself does 
not show signs of electrification. Obstacles in its path deflect it, 




and it curls round them, forming rather a pleading stream-line 
illustration. 

As soon as we had made out that the dark plane was con* 
tinuous with a dark coat surrounding the body, we paid moire 
attention to the coat than to the plane. It s ems to me a some¬ 
what important fact that solids have surrounding them a layer 
into which dud particles do not enter, of a thickness which we 
estimate as comparable with i/tooth of an inch, though it cer¬ 
tainly varies with temperature, pressure, and electrical potential. 
We first observed the dark coat as a lining to a semi-cylindrical 
scrap of copper sheet held in the binding screws formerly spoken 
of, with the hollow turned towards the light. It can be seen 
quite well, however, on a simple round rod or straight thick wire; 
and for many reasons this is preferable. To avoid the shadow 
of the rod and to see the coat all round it we return the light on 
its path by a mirror, often also illuminating from above by means 
of a 45* mirror. 

When the smoke is thick a feeble light is sufficient, but X prefer 
a thin smoke and a powerful light. After tobacco has been in 
the box some time, say half an hour, the smoke particles have 
aggregated together and can be individually seen. It is then 
very instructive to look nl .ng the end of the rod through a low- 
power microscope. The diagram attempts to illustrate the 
appearance. 



The coat of dust-free air i< perpetually being rubbed off and 
renewed j the attachment of it to the rod is not individual. I 
believe all dark strife seen in a smoky sunbeam are the wiped-off 
coats of solid bodies, which, however, are now rapidly disap¬ 
pearing by reason of the general diffusiveness of the dust particle*. 

The transparent coat on the inside of a glass tube fell of 
smoke can be seen, and when a point is heated the coat thickens 
and rises, making a clear dark space, and then it proceeds to 
roll itself up along with some of the dust into two distinct spirals 
one on each fide of the hot place. . 

I have no hypothecs whatever ready to account for the du-t- 
freeness of the film of air in contact with solids. But I believe 
the existence of this film, and its electrical modification, to have 
a close connection with various phenomena; for instance, the 
easier discharge from negatively electrified bodies than from 
positive—the dust-free coat is thinner: the convective discharge 
of electricity by hot bodies and its dissymmetry as observed by 
Guthrie, the dissymmetry of the Lichteoberg tracings, the 
abnormal dielectric strength of thin films of air a* observed by 
Sir Wm. Thomson ( f< Reprint,” chapter xix.). For I imagine that 
disruptive discharge would more easily commence in dusty air 
than in clear air, and consequently that when thesparking bodies 
are approached so that their dust free coats touch, the dielectric 
strength is likely to be great. 



NATURE 


*99 


26, I883] 

Maxwell Indeed suggested (“ Electricity,” voL i. p. 56) that a 
layer of extra deuse air equivalent to an extra layer or ordinary air 
about i/aooth inch thick surrounding solids would account for Sir 
Win. Thomson's remarkable and puzzling results ; and this is a 
dimension of the same order of magnitude as the thickness of 
the dust-free coat on bodies at an ordinary temperature. I by 
no means intend to imply that the dust-free layer is not com¬ 
posed of extra dense air—I have no evidence on the subject— 
but the dust-freeness may possibly account for its greater 
strength without the hypothesis of extra density. 

The dust-frecness itself remains to be accounted for. Num¬ 
berless experiments suggest themselves. We have not yet tried 
other gases even, though that is an obvious thing to do. 

It struck me some time ago that the motes in a sunbeam 
would be convenient weightless bodies for many purposes, to ex¬ 
hibit statical lines of force for instance, but the particles of the 
smoke we have hitherto used have not been sufficiently elon¬ 
gated for this purpose. But 1 anticipate that the examination 
of all kinds of electrical phenomena in the strongest possible 
light, instead of in the dark as usual, may lead to various fresh 
observations. 

The rapidity with which an electrified point clears the box of 
smoke is so noticeable as to suggest several practical idea-. It 
U somewhat surprising cjnsidering the j>erfection to which 
electrostatic machines luve been brought that they have not 
yet received any practical application. The electrical clearing of 
the air of smoke-rooms, or of tunnels, is perhaps not an imprac¬ 
ticable notion. The close relation-hip between fogs, epidemics, 
&c.» and the suspension of ^olid panicles in the air, suggests 
the use of electrical means for sanitation, and for weather im¬ 
provement. It has long been known that lightning clears the 
air, and though ozone may be credited w ith a portion of the 
beneficial influence, I fancy the sudden driving away of all solid 
particles and nuclei must have a great deal 10 do with it. 

If the germs driven out of the air are condensed on the earth’s 
surface, a partial explanaiion is suggested of the way in which 
41 thunder turns milk sour/' a fact which has always puzzled me, 
and which appears to be well established. 

I cannot help thinking that the human race w ill ultimately 
acquire some means of artificially affecting the weather in a less 
injurious manner than that which they have hitherto attempted 
with only too great success, namely, the manufacture of solid nuclei 
in prodigious numbers for moisture to condense round, and of oily 
matter to cover the surface of such moisture with, in order to 
prevent its evaporation. As soon as this artificial pollution of 
the atmosphere has been decisively checked, it will be time to 
consider whether it may not be possible to keep off even natural 
mists and rain when they are not wanted, and to assume some 
sort of control over the weather at critical seasons, instead of 
halting between superstitious appeals to Providence on the one 
hand, and a helpless resignation to fate on the other, which are 
our attitudes at present. 

Meanwhile is it not possible that a periodic optical examina¬ 
tion of the atmosphere by a strong beam of light might convey 
useful meteorological information ? Oi aver J. Lodge 

University College, Liverpool, July 11 


Antihelioe 

By means of a current of air passed through an ice closet or a 
closet otherwise reduced in temperature the air of living-rooms 
might be gauged to any temperature, but say 60" or 70* F. if we 
pleased. If the air were driven through a preliminary water 
chamber arranged on the principle of the hubble-bubble pipe, 
mosquitoes ana other flying pests would be excluded absolutely. 
Imagine the comfort of sitting down to a meal whereat one's 
foodT should not be hidden by flying vermin, of reposing in a 
cool chamber wherein these intruders should be excluded abso¬ 
lutely, When I lay ill of fever In West Africa the atmosphere 
about me felt simply like the blast from a furnace. What an 
element of recovery, of possible health and physical wellbring, 
would It hot prove in hospitals when poor fellows languishing m 
disease should be surrounded by pure, cool, insectless air instead 
of air at a hundred degrees or even higher. People—some 
people—say doctors do not feel, but J say dut a doctor's heart 
» rent with anguish Whan he enters a chamber wherein the air 
«, ■ pestilential, where the sores of Wounded men ore maggot- 
wfeeted and the men themselves are eaten up with vermin* All 
rids cooler air would prevent or tend to prevent. The festive 
the schoolroom, the living'room, the barrack# the church. 


would all experience, the occupants regarded, commensurate 
relief. It would be just as available in ships as on shore. The 
Red Sea transit and the blazing oceans of the tropics need no 
longer be things of terror. In steamships a small percentage of 
steam power would suffice for driving the cool air current. 
Wind, water, hand, and &team power could also be rendered 
available. The vans employed to supply blast-furnaces should 
suffice for anything, but there is the winnowing van which horse 
or mule, indeed any animal, could work. Even the simple cir¬ 
cular bellows would keep an apartment cool. In towns or in a 
contonment, a stationary engine with air-ducts leading to the dif¬ 
ferent dwellings would satisfactorily replace apparatus adjusted 
to each separate ho us \ Henry MacCormac 

Belfast, July 21 

Disease of Potatoes 

The paragraph in Nature, vol. xxviii. p. 281, regarding a 
44 hitherto unknown ” diease of potatoes near Stavanger, appears 
to be identical in every way with the disease which destroyed the 
44 champion" potatoes in the West of Ireland in August, 1880, 
described and illustrated by me in the Gardener's Chronicle 
for AugUbt 28, 1880. The bodies described by Herr Anda, 
as about the size of a small black bean, are Sclerotia, 
or masses of highly condensed mycelium, and they have 
nothing to do with the potato fungus proper, Peronospora 
infesians. 

It is a .remarkable fact that neither horticulturists or botanists 
had ever noticed these large black Sclerotia in potatoes in Britain 
before 1880, and as far as I know no one has ever seen them 
since. There was a prodigious and destructive growth in 1880, 
and several botanists as w< 3 l as myself tried to make the Sclerotia 
germinate, but a failure resulted in every instance. It appears 
that Herr Anda has seen the Sclerotia germinating; it is there¬ 
fore to be regretted that he has not identified, or got some one 
else to identify, the perfect fungus. 

Worthington G. Smith 


44 Waking Impressions" 

1 have before me now a record, written the following morn¬ 
ing, of a waking impression of the same order as that told by 
Mrs. Maclear in Nature, vol. xxviii. p. 270, but which I think 
shows more clearly the sort of duplex*iy of brain action that one 
sometimes detects in dreams. 

I awoke with a clear vision of a pamphlet I was holding. 
The subject was cookery, and about fjur-fifths of the cover was 
occupied by an engraving of poU and pans, trussed chicken*, 
and other culinary matters. Below this, in one line, printed in 
capitals all of the same size, was the title which I was reading at 
the moment of awaking, 44 FOOD, OR THE ASTROLOGY 
OF EVERY DAY/' 

My first waking impression was of the utter irrelevance of the 
alternative title; but on locking at it with closed eyes moie 
carefully I saw that the paper in one place had been rubbed, and 
that n little bit was curled up, leaving a wider space between 
44 the " and 44 astrology ” than between the other words. The 
conviction then came to me that a letter was missing, and that 
the word in full must have been 44 Gastrology." This of course 
made sense of the title ; but it is curims that one's waking in¬ 
telligence should be needed to interpret the inventions of one’s 
dreams. E. HUUBARD 

1, Ladbroke Terrace, July 21 


A Remarkable Form of Cloud 

While preparing to observe the moon on Sunday, the 22nd 
inst., at ion. 20m. p.m., my attention was attracted to a peculiar 
patch of grayish white light a few degrees from the moon, which 
upon closer examination 1 found extended light across the 
heavens, from the north-north-west to the south-south-east point 
of the horizon, passing through the zenith. It had a breadth of 
about a g , and was sharply denned on both sides, more especially 
the northern, excepting near the zenith, where it was broken up 
into three or four detached cloudlike masses. AU other parts of 
the sky were perfectly free from clouds, so that this one appeared 
like a gigantic arch spanning the heavens; so much so that a 
person to whom I pointed it oat compared it to a rainbow, which 
it very much resembled in form. At iah. 45m. it was reduced 
about cma-hslf in width and had shifted 40* from the zenith 
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towards the aorth «aat ( thuugh it still extended from the south* 
south-east to north-north*wet.t, By 10b. 55m. it had broken up 
into lour irregular streaks of clouds of various breadths and 
parallel to each other, the only portion of the original arch being 
a narrow streak extending from the south-east to the meridian, 
where it faded away. This was the “b*ginning of the end/’ 
for the remnant of che original arch and the other clouds in a 
short time d sappeared below the eastern horizon, leaving the 
sky beautifully clear. 

I should much like to kuovv whether any other observer was 
fortunate enough to observe this remarkable cloud; l say re¬ 
markable because, though I have been a pretty constant ob¬ 
server of the heavens for the last eight years, I have never 
noticed any thing of the kind before. ft. J. Hopkins 

10, Malvern Road, Dalston, E. f July 24 


Triple Rainbow 

In the afternoon about 5.30 a week or ten days ago, I noticed 
a rainbow of the ordinary type, and quite complete, which 
lasted about five minutes ; the portion to the right hand then 
faded away, as well as the upper and lower portions apparently 
of that part of the bow visible to the left h-mcl; but the middle 
portion of the remainder of the bow divided apparently into 
three parts, each one complete in their prismatic colouiing, and 
yet none of them parallel to each other. 

There was a slight difference in size, possibly in favour of that 
portion belonging to the original bow, and which constituted 
the outermost of the three arcs. 

This portion of the phenomenon lasted fi r about five minutes, 
and was also similarly, observed by a gentleman walking with me 
at the time. 

Unfortunately some large trees prevented us from seeing the 
lower portion of the three arcs where presumably they should 
have twen united into one. K. I\ Or KG 

Coles, Buntingford, Herts, July 23 


A Remarkable Meteor 

IN regard to the meteor seen by your correspondent P. F. D. 
at Hendon on the 6th insh, at 8.53 p.m., in a clear sky and 
broad daylight, I have the following entry in my diary under the 
same date : *' Meteor going south-east through Cassiopeia at seven 
minutes to nine ; daylight." It was indeed a remarkable meteor. 
The sun had set about half an hour. I happened at the time to 
be looking intently at that part of the north-east Bky in which it 
appeared. What struck me most was the brilliant sparkling 
silvery light given off by the fragments into which it divided ju>.t 
before disappearing. I estimated that it would strike the 
horizon about the south-east point. B. G. Jenkins 

Dulwich, July 21 


The Function of the Sound-Fost in the Violin 

May I be permitted to correct a earths'; expression in my 
letter appearing in your last issue on thU subject ? The passage 
I refer to is this : 44 If the bridge [of the violin] were placed 
near one end of ihe instrument, the ca e would be differed," 
*.*■ the tone wo,uld be louder. I ought rather to have said : 
“ ^ the bridge were placed nearer to a firm >upport, the case 
would be different. ’ The statement is perfectly true as it stands 
with a sound-beard which is equally thin all over, or where the 
edges are thicker than the middle. It is not true with a con¬ 
struction like that of the violin, where the edges are extremely 
thin and flexible. A sonorous Wave always transmits itself best 
from the stronger part of the surface to the weaker. 

R, HowsoN 


Sand 

Mr. Mjelvjn is at fault in assuming that my paper On fund 
was <f an attempt to distinguish by the aid of the mierr scope 
whether sand had been formed by the action of u ind or of turf 
Its primary object was to show that chalk-flint had scarcely any 
place in its formation; but few particles of it appealing even 
from the raid it of rolled shingle whether that be ancient or 
modern. Other problems of course may be determined or *olu< 
tions suggested by an extensive examination of ancient deposit*, 
compared with those now forming- I have shown that quartz is 
he great staple of 41 sand.” The size of its particles, whether 


rounded by attrition or flat, rough, and angular, must be ac¬ 
counted for by observing the conditions under which it exists 
in modem formations. A large series is being examined by 
me, and a record will be made ol the result. As yet 2 have no 
theory whatever. I simply record /acts. J. G. WallerJ^ 
68, BoUover Street, W,, July 18 


ON MOUNTING AND PHOTOGRAPHING 
MICROSCOPIC OBJECTS 


YJL 7 E have received from Mr. E. Wheeler of Tollington 
” Road, Holloway, a collection of mounted micro¬ 
scopic objects, comprising anatomical, botanical, entomo¬ 
logical, and other preparations, and we have much 
pleasure in testifying to the general excellence of the 
work. One of the objects—a vertical section of the 
human small intestine—deserves special mention. It 
shows the glandular cells especially well. The nerves 
and ganglia of Auerbach’s plexus can be seen, and inter¬ 
spersed among the epithelial cells of the villi and Liebef- 
kuhnian follicles are numerous goblet cells. 

Space will not allow more than a bare mention of the 
other objects, including a large transverse section of the 
stem cf Lepidodendron from coal, transverse sections of 
the stems of spruce fir (Adits excelsa) and mare’s tail 
(.Hippuris vulgaris), the former showing resin canals and 
sections of bordered pits in the wood cells ; Spirogyra in 
various stages of conjugation, from the first modification 
of the conjugating cells to the maturation of the zygo¬ 
spores ; various Diatomaceee, including the rare Coscino• 
discus crcavata ; injected preparations of intestine of cat 
and toe of white mouse, and various entomological 
objects. They are all well prepared, and represent a 
stock which Mr. Wheeler informs us amounts to fifty 
thousand objects. 

Although the legitimate use of professionally*mounted 
objects such as these may tend in no small degree to the 
diffusion of scientific knowledge, the microscopist who 
employs his instrument for no better purpose than the 
examination of bought slides will derive little benefit 
from the pursuit. He-should be able to, prepare objects 
for himself, and although there is abundance of accessible 
information on every detail of the art, it is believed that 
there is yet a useful work to be accomplished. By 
showing the facility with which this can be done without 
resort to the multiplicity of processes usually considered 
necessary, we shall endeavour in this article to show 
how any possessor of a microscope may make for himself 
preparations which, though they may not equal by many 
degrees the productions of the best professional mounter^ 
yet have a far higher educational value, as their prepara¬ 
tion will afford information which could not be otherwise 
acquired. 

The necessary materials and instruments are few and 
inexpensive. For the support of the objects a supply of 
the 1 usual 3" x 1" glass slides with ground edges, and of 
thin cover glasses (preferably circular) of various sizes 
should always be at hand. These when bought wW be 
dirty, and it saves time to dean them all at one 
operation. 

For securing the cover to the slide various cements are 
used, but of these two only need be mentioned, as they 
will be sufficient for all ordinary purposes. Gold site is 
undoubtedly the most reliable -cement, but it takes days 
or sometimes even weeks to harden. It is, however, 
exceedingly tenacious and tough, and does not become 
brittle with age. It should always be used in case* 
where objects are mounted dry or in liquid, bat when 
viscid media are employ ed, the medium helps So secure 
the cover, and there is no danger of taakaet. Under 
these circumstances the use of asphalt* varnish issecam- 
mended. The Brunswick black of the oBshope is a 
common form of this varnish, but is net so good as Sh# 
preparation supplied by the opticians* When thevanii*h 
is to be used, it must be warmed by standing it in a * 
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of hot water, and the slide should be wanned also if this 
can be done without injury to the object. The varnish 
should then be applied with a camel-hair brush. It dries 
in a few hours at the ordinary temperature, or in a few 
mihutes at the temperature of a cool oven, but it has not 
the tenacity of gold sire, and is liable to become brittle 
with Me. To keep the cover in place during the harden¬ 
ing of the cement, spring clips will be required. One 
very useful form can be made oy bending a piece of brass 
wire into the shape shown in Fig. I, ana fixing it by 
means of glue into the end of a piece of cedar (end of 
cigar box) a little larger than the slide. 



Ftc. 1. 


When the object is of considerable thickness or when 
it would be injured by the pressure of the cover glass, a 
wall or cell of some kind must be raised round it. In 
general a very shallow cell made by drawing a ring of 
gold size or asphalte on the slide is sufficient, and a stock 
of these cement cells of various sizes should be always 
ready for use. For their manufacture and for finishing 
the slides a turntable should be provided. This in its 
simplest (and in the writer's opinion its best) form con¬ 
sists of a heavy brass disk 3^ inches in diameter, capable 
of rotation in a horizontal plane on a central steel pin. 
The slide is held in a central position on this table by 
two spring clips. Then on whirling the table round and 
applying to the slide a brush charged with varnish, a neat 
circle will be struck out, 

When cells of greater depth are required, solid rings 
must be cemented to the slide. 

For the performance of such dissections as are neces-' 
sary, the mounter will require two or three small scalpels, 
one or two razors, a pair of small scissors with sharp 
points, and two pairs of forceps, one large, with its points 
roughened where they meet, and one small and slender, 
with smooth points. Small camel*hair brushes and com¬ 
mon sewing-needles fixed in cedar handles like those used 
for the brushes are indispensable. 

Pipettes of various sizes are useful for transferring 
small quantities of liquids or catching small aquatic ani¬ 
mals. They are easily made from pieces of glass tube of 
various sizes, some being left widely open and others 
drawn off to a point at one end, which may be left 
straight or bent at a small angle. The most useful form 
of ptpette is made by tying a piece of sheet indiarubber 
across the bell of a very small thistle funnel, the stem of 
which may be either left widely open or drawn to a point 
a$ with other pipettes. Pressure with a finger on the 
indiarubber will displace a quantity of air, and when the 
open end is placed under water and the pressure removed 
a quantity of the liquid will be drawn up and can be 
removed and delivered drop by drop or in a rapid stream. 
If (the indiarubber being pressed down) the open end of 
the tube be brought near any small animal in the water 
and the pressure suddenly relieved, there will be such a 
ruah'Of water into the tube that the strongest swimmer 
can be easily captured. 

Two or three section-lifters of various sizes and a 
dozen watch-glasses for bolding staining solutions will 
complete the fist 

The objects of mounting are twofold: (1) to render 
visible structures that could hoi be seen without such 
prsparatiom a»d{a) to preserve the bodies so prepared as 
pwmaent objects for future study. 

Vtwfoqs Auto media are employed for the preservation 
y ottfects, and much of the mounter's success in bis art 
WjXM* a knowledge of the medium most suitable 
for each particular object. In Figs. 2 and 3 an attempt 


has been made to show how largely the visibility or invisi¬ 
bility of particular structures is determined by the nature 
of the medium in which they are "mounted. 

Both of these figures represent longitudinal sections of 
the stem of the spruce fir cut from the same shaving of 
a deal plank, the only difference being that the former 
(Fig. 2) was mounted in air, and the latter, after staining, 
was mounted in balsam. In the former case the bordered 
pits in the wood cells are perfectly shown, but the boun¬ 
daries of the cells themselves and the medullary rays are 
indistinct and confused, while in the Utter case the wood 
cells and medullary rays are clearly defined, but the 
penetration of the highly refractive balsam which has 



Fig. Longitudinal section of *tcm of spruce pine mounted dry, 
objective. 

affected this change has reduced internal reflection so 
far, and rendered the whole section so transparent, that 
the pits have become almost invisible. 1 

The same truth was forcibly brought home to the writer 
a few years ago in cutting some sections of fossil coni¬ 
ferous wood (siliceous), which during the latter stages of 
grinding down displayed the characteristic glandular cells, 
&c. t admirably, but when mounted in balsam became almost 
perfectly invisible. They were too opaque to be mounted 
dry, and the only liquid in which they were well displayed 
was distilled water. The sections mounted in balsam 
were by no means spoiled though, for the transparency 
which obliterated all structure when viewed by ordinary 
light rendered them peculiarly suitable for examination 



by polarised light, and when so viewed all their structure 
returned and they became most beautiful objects. 

It would be impossible in these articles to describe all 
the media employed in mounting microscopic objects, and 
all that will be attempted is to give instructions for 
mounting objects dry (that is, in air), in balsam, and in 
glycerine jelly. 

The dry method is employed for such objects as are 
unaffected by air, and are either intended to be viewed as 
opaque objects by reflected light, or are sufficiently trans¬ 
parent without previous preparation to be examined by 
transmitted light. The object of this method is, in feet, 
simply to afford mechanical support to the object, and to 
protect it from dust and moisture. 

It is necessary that the objects should be perfectly dry 

1 In Fig. $ the pits nr* *feo* : n much toe pUinly. 
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before they are sealed down, or moisture will rise and dim 
the cover glass, and fungoid growths may make their 
appearance to the entire ruin oftWi specimen. A simple 
and efficacious mode of desiccation is to place the objects 
on a piece of blotting paper, cover them with an inverted 
tumbler or bell glass, and place the whole on the top 
shelf of a kitchen dresser or other warm place for a few 
days, or in extreme cases weeks. When an object has to 
be kept perfe:tly flat during drying, it may be placed 
between two ordinary slides held together by a letter-clip 
or American clothes peg. 

To illustrate the general method of procedure, we will 
suppose that the first “ mount ” is to be a section of deal. 
Such sections can often be obtained in the ordinary 
operation of smoothing a plank with a very sharp plane. 
A piece about half an inch square is to be cut from the 
thinnest shaving, and dried by two or three days' exposure 
to warm air, as previously described. Next place it in 
the centre of a shallow cement cell, take a clean cover a 
little smaller than the outside diameter of the cell, apply 
a little gold size round its edge, and place it on the celt. 
Keep the cover pressed down by a clip and set it aside 
for a few days in a warm place for the size to dry. The 
only object of using the cell in this case is to prevent the 
liquid gold size running in between the glasses by capil¬ 
larity. When the size is dry, fix the slide on the turn¬ 
table and apply a ring of gold size extending a little way 
on to the surface of the cover and beyond the cell on to 
the slide. When this has dried a second coat should be 
given, and a final ring of asphalte will complete the 
sealing. It only then remains to label the slide. 

We will consider in detail one more case—a prepara¬ 
tion of sole's skin to show the overlapping ctenoid scales. 
As this object is of considerable thickness, it must be 
mounted in a cell cut or punched out of a piece of thin 
cardboard and stuck to the slide with gold size or marine 
glue, and being opaque and intended for examination by 
reflected light, a black background should be provided 
for it by gumming a piece of black paper to the bottom 
of the cell or varnishing it with asphalte. A large piece 
of the colourless skin from the under side of the sole must 
be carefully washed with a camel-hairbrush in several 
changes of warm water to remove the mucus, and then 
placed between two pieces of glass held together by a 
strong clip and laid aside for a fortnight to dry. A care¬ 
fully selected portion is then to be cut out and cemented 
to the bottom of the cell by a very small quantity of 
marine glue. The cover may then be applied and the 
slide finished as before 

Having mounted these objects, no difficulty will be 
experienced in treating in a similar manner wings of 
insects, entire lichens, and small fungi, fructification of 
ferns, equisetums, &c., and vegetable hairs, scales, pollen, 
and seeds. The objects may be dried in their natural 
condition or under pressure, according to circumstances. 

The calcareous and siliceous skeletons of Foraminifera 
and Radtolaria are usually mounted dry, but space will not 
allow a description of the processes adapted for freeing 
them from the dirt and debris with which they are usually 
associated. 

Wood, bone, and hard vegetable tissues are sometimes 
mounted dry, but as they require to be cut into very thin 
sections, their preparation will be described in another 
place. 

Heads of insects mounted dry to show the eyes, an- 
ten me, mouth-organs, t\e. in situ, require vfery careful 
drying* and some support, such as wax, to secure them in 
the cell in the most favourable position for observation. 

Objects of too perishable a nature to be mounted dry, 
or too opaque to reveal their structure when so mounted 
and viewed by transmitted light, are most commonly 
preserved in a thick liquid resin known as Canada bal¬ 
sam. This substance owes its value chiefly to its great 
penetrating power and high refractive index, by which 


internal reflection and scattering of light sire greatly re¬ 
duced, and bodies immersed in it are made remarkably 
transparent These properties, however, render It en¬ 
tirely unsuitable for mounting objects intended to be 
viewed by reflected light 

Pure Canada balsam is now seldom used, it being much 
more convenient for most purposes to replace its natural 
solvent, turpentine, by a more volatile substance, such as 
benzole. To prepare the solution the balsam should be ex¬ 
posed to the neat of a slow oven for about two days, until on 
cooling it becomes hard. Its colour will darken during 
this process, but the temperature must never be allowed to 
rise sufficiently to darken it beyond a deep amber colour, 
and must not be continued long enough to render It 
brittle. The hardened balsam is then to be mixed with 
about an equal volume of benzole and allowed to stand, 
with occasional stirring, until all dissolved. This yields 
a pale, amber-coloured liquid which flows readily at 
ordinary temperatures and may be used cold. It should 
be kept in a wide-mouthed bottle with a large stopper 
ground accurately to the outside of the neck, and a glass 
rod should be left standing in it. 

Before an object can be put up in balsam several pre¬ 
liminary processes are necessary to free it from air and 
water, and these will be best considered by describing in 
detail the preparation of some one object—say, a small 
insect—the common flea. 

The creature must be killed without destroying any of 
its parts, either by immersion in boiling water or by 
covering it with a watch-glass, under which is then in¬ 
serted a small piece of blotting paper soaked in chloroform. 
In a few moments it will be dead, and may then be placed 
in a 5 per cent, solution of caustic potash for ten or 
twelve days. 1 This will thoroughly soften and partly dis- 



Fig. 4. 


solve the viscera, the remains of which may be removed 
by placing the insect between two glass slides and squeez¬ 
ing it flat under water. The effect of this pressure is to 
squeeze the softened viscera out of the thorax and abdo¬ 
men through the anus, and the spiracles on each side, or, 
if the pressure be violent, through an opening which is 
forced at the extremity of the abdomen, or between the 
thorax and first abdominal # somite. The flattened flea 
should then be very carefully washed with soft camel-hair 
brushes, and soaked for two days in two or three changes 
of water to remove every trace of potash. It is then to 
be placed between two slides held together by a clip, and 
put aside in a warm place for a week to drv. 

The water has now been eliminated, and the next pro¬ 
cess is to soak the flea for a day or two in spirit of turpen¬ 
tine, which will penetrate ail its interstices and displace 
the air t thereby rendering it beautifully transparent, and 
preparing the way for the penetration of the balsam. 

It only now remains only to mount it in the balsam. A 
small table, with a brass top 3$ inches long, 2 inches 
wide, and 3-i6ths of an inch thick, is very usefuliM: sup¬ 
porting the slide. On its centre should be engijKved or 
scratched an oblong space 3 inches long by 1 inch wide 
with a central point and two or three concentric circles 
to serve as guides for centring the slide and cover respec¬ 
tively. A cleaned slide should be held in the centre of 
the table by a spring clip of the shape «h<mtt in 7% 4» 
so placed in this case that its edge isa quarter Of an rack 
to the left of the centre of the slide. Tfacfteaisthente 
be taken out of the turpentine by means of a section 

1 Common shallow «utta»wu« ointment pots with lids art vmycotiv*d#ttt 
tor holding solutions In which objects bar® to bo scateod for any hagthof 
tinaa. ^ 
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lifter, and properly arranged on the centre of the slide. 
A drop of Dallam is next taken up on the glass rod and 
allowed to fall upon the object and spread a little way 
beyond it. A half-inch circular cover glass, previously 
cleaned, is taken up with a pair of smooth-pointed for¬ 
ceps, and its lower edge allowed to rest against the spring. 
It is then slowly ana very steadily lowered, guided by 
a mounted needle held in the left hand. In this way a 
wave of balsam will be driven before it, and will reach 
the edges of the cover without including any air. Very 
often the object is displaced by this wave, but this can 
generally be remedied by a slight pressure with a needle 
on the side of the cover to which the object has moved. 
When it is again by this means worked to the centre of 
the slide, a little firmer pressure should be applied to the 
centre, so as to press it down and squeeze out all excess 
of balsam. 

iTo be continued 1 ) 


ON THE OLD CALENDARS OF THE 
ICELANDERS 1 

'T'HE old Icelandic system of measuring time, which 
* to some extent still holds its ground in the island, 
has the peculiarity of being based on the week as its 
fundamental unit of measurement, although it recog¬ 
nises a year consisting of fifty*two weeks, the 364 days 
of which were included in twelve months of thirty days 
each. To the last of these months, which belonged to 
the summer, four days were added under the name of 
Sumar-auke or i( summer addition.” In accordance with 
this arrangement every given day of a month always fell 
on one and the same day of the week, as in the lunar 
year's calendar the first day of each month coincides with 
the period of new moon. 

Tap Icelandic year was further divided into two half 
years, viz. summer and winter, known as “ misseri” the 
former of which began on a Thursday in April, thence 
called “ summer day,’ 1 and the latter on a Saturday in 
October, the 11 winter day/’ These “ misseri r were more 
used than the year itself to measure time, and Icelanders 
gave the name “ MisseristalT or half-year's reckoning, to 
their calendar, while they habitually counted by the weeks 
df these winter or summer measures in referring to the 
everyday occurrences of the passing year, just as they 
spoke or winters and not years, the former being assumed 
to include the summers which directly followed them in 
the ordinary course of nature. By an analogous mode of 
reasoning they spoke of “nights'* instead of days in re¬ 
ferring to the twenty-four hours of night and day. This 
custom no longer exists among the modern Scandinavian 
nations, but traces of it still survive among ourselves in 
the expressions u fortnight'* and “ se'nnight,’’ which are 
undoubted survivals of an ancient northern mode of 
reckoning time, unknown to southern peoples. This proof 
of the prevalence of a system of counting by nights 
among the common ancestors of the Icelanders and 
Anglo-Saxons makes it the more remarkable that the 
modern Scandinavians alone among European races 
should have a separate word to express the twenty-four 
hours of a day and night, as dygn in Swedish, and dogn 
in Dano-Norwegian, which have been derived from the 
0*1/, 4 agr % day. 

Each of the Icelandic “misseri" was divided into two 
parts, known as “ m&f,” measures. Of these the second 
half of winter began on a Friday in January, distin- 
guished as “midwinter day.*"while “midsummer day' 1 
fdl on a Sunday in July, whteh was the first day of the 
second half of the Sumaf-m&l . This last of the four 
quarters contained ninety-four days, owing to the addi¬ 
tion Of the four nights of the “ Sumar-auke,'’ while the 
other three contained only nhvpty days each. 

1 u Om Xitaufetflu g&m\e JUlendert." By H«rr Oalmuyd**. N<iturtn> 

No, 4, «**$. 


The errors of this method of computation, which gave 
only 364 days to the year, were early detected, for, as we 
learn from an interesting manuscript of the twelfth century, 
known as the “ Rirobegja," which is preserved in the Royal 
Library of Copenhagen, the first reform of the Icelandic 
calendar was effected by the learned Thorstein Surtr, 
who, as the grandson of Tborolf Mostrarskegg, one of the 
original colonists, could scarcely have belonged to a later 
period than the middle of the tenth century. In accord¬ 
ance with the naive mode of narration common to the 
chroniclers of the time, the “Rimbegla” calls in dreams 
and visions to explain the introduction of a more correct 
method of counting time among the Icelanders. Thus 
we are told that when, after long pondering on the reason 
why the summer was falling back into spring, Thorstein 
Surtr bethought himself of a way by which the misseri 
might be brought again to their ancient courses, he 
dreamt that he was standing on the Law-Hill of the 
Althing, and that while all other men slept, he was awake, 
but when he seemed to himself to be sleeping, all others 
were watching. This dream was interpreted by the wise 
Osyv Helgason to imply that while Thorstein spoke at 
the Law-Hill, all men must keep silence, and that when he 
ceased speaking all must proclaim aloud their approval of 
his words. Accordingly, when he proposed at the Thing 
that in every seventh summer seven nights should be 
added to the four nights of the “ Sumar-auke” all men 
agreed to the change without question or hesitation. By 
the adoption of Thorstein's suggestion, the Icelandic year 
acquired 365 days, similar to that of the ancient Egyptians, 
although by retaining the early mode of intercalation in 
the summer term, the old relations between the days of 
the month and week remained unchanged. From this 
time forth the expression “ Sumar-auke ” was applied 
equally to the original four annual intercalary days, 
and to the seventh year’s week added by Thorstein, 
which has retained the term to the present age. In the 
modern calendar the word “aukanaetr,” added nights, 
has, however, replaced the older appellation of “ Sumar- 
auka.” 

Soon after the introduction of Christianity into Iceland 
in iooo, the national calendar was brought into closer 
relations with the Julian system, on which the clergy 
everywhere based their determinations of the festivals of 
the Church, and by adding a week to the old “ Sumar- 
auke T| five, instead of four, times in twenty-eight years, 
the average year acquired an addition of one-fourth of a 
day, and was thus made to approximate more nearly to 
the Julian year. 

In the “ Rimbegla’* full directions are to be found for 
comparing the periods of the beginning and ending of 
the ancient misseri, or seasons, with the divisions of the 
year observed in other Christian lands, while this autho¬ 
rity is, moreover, the only source from which we obtain 
a clear insight into the methods originally adopted for 
determining for any given year the amount of the irregu¬ 
larities, known as “ kimspiller,” which necessarily occurred 
in a system that took no account of the Julian leap-year. 
It is curious to observe that while in Iceland, as else¬ 
where in the middle ages, the fixed and movable festivals 
of the Church were made to regulate the divisions of 
time, and to fix the periods of political and social events, 
the old Icelandic modes of computingtime were nevereradi- 
cated. But although the people continued to count by 
“ misseri ” winters, weeks, and nights, the beginnings and 
endings of the“ misseri'* were fixed in Christian times 
by the dates of the great Church festivals, which similarly 
controlled all national events, and thus we find that the 
exact date of the annual “ Riding to the Thing,” and the 
duration of the session of the Althing, were regulated by 
the day of the week on which the Festival of St. Peter 
and St. Paul (June 29} happened to fall. 

The twelve months are spoken of in the older Edda 
under tberr respective names, but from the earliest 
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times the common usage in Iceland, as we have 
already observed, was to count by the weeks of each 
of the u mis$eri v instead of referring to months, Re¬ 
cording to Prof. Munch, the Northmen originally divided 
the week into five days, the so-called Fimt (Fifth), the 
later hebdominal week having been borrowed, like the 
names of the days, from the south. The latter, in spite 
of their apparent northern character, are in point of fact 
mere adaptations of the names of the Roman deities 
Mar3, Mercury, Jove, and Venus, which reappeared in 
the old northern calendar as Ty, Odin, Thor, and Frcja. 
Saturn alone failed to find a representative in this system 
of nomenclature, for to the genuine Northman it would 
seem that the last day of the week could have no other 
designation than that of u Laugar-dag," or “ Thvott~d&g,” 
washing or bathing day. And this name has been re¬ 
tained through the intervening ages, being the only one 
that escaped the ban of the Church, when a century after 
the establishment of Christianity an episcopal ordinance 
interdicted the application of the names of heathen gods 
to the several days of the week, which were thenceforth 
known in accordance with their order of sequence, 
although Sunnudag and M&nadag in course of time re¬ 
placed the older designations of fi First Day” and 
* Second Day.” 

The new style was introduced into Iceland at the same 
time as in the foster- and mother-lands of Denmark and 
Norway, and in accordance with a royal edict, the day 
after February 18 in the year 1700 was reckoned as 
March 1, From that period to the present time the Ice¬ 
landic calendars have given double tables based on the 
Gregorian, and the locally modified Julian system. A few 
modifications have, however, been made in modem times 
in the older national methods of intercalation, “ summer 
day ” falling on the Thursday between April 19 and 25, 
while in strict accordance with the past methods of com¬ 
putation it should fall on the Thursday between April 21 
and 27. The intercalated week of the old “ Sumar-auke ” 
has also been shifted from midsummer to the close of the 
summer measure, and thus falls partly in September, 
“ Haustmdnadr,” and partly in October, “ Gormdnadr.” 


THE ORFE , A FISH RECENTLY ACCLIMA¬ 
TISED IN ENGLAND 

T HE fine specimens of the u Orfe” presented by his 
Grace the Duke of Bedford to the International 
Fisheries Exhibition, and exhibited in one of the tanks of 
the Aquarium, fully deserve the notice of all interested in 
the culture of our freshwater fishes. They are some of a 
number which Lord Arthur Russell succeeded in import¬ 
ing from Wiesbaden in March, 1874, and which were 
placed in a pond at Woburn Abbey in Bedfordshire. 
Owing to the succession of cold summers these “ Orfes r 
did not breed until last year, and we may hope that this 
season will aLo prove favourable. This species may now 
be considered as acclimatised, and will become a perma¬ 
nent acquisition to our ornamental waters. 

The Orfe, whose bright yellow or golden colours re¬ 
semble those of the Goldfish or Golden Tench, is, like 
these two latter fish, a permanent variety of a wild and 
much less brightly coloured race, belonging to the same 
genus as, but specifically distinct from, the Chub, with 
which it was confounded by some writers. Its systematic 
name is Leuciscus id us; of vernacular names those of 
“Aland” and “Nerfling” are those most generally used 
in Germany, whilst the Swedes know it by the name of 
“ Id.*’ The name “ Orfe " refers to the golden j col0ured 
variety only, which has been cultivated for centuries in 
inclosed waters in Bavaria. Willughby knew It well; 
he says in his * 4 Historia Piscium ” (Oxon, fol. ir<S86), 
p. 253 At Augsburg we saw a most beautiful fish, 
which they call the 4 Root oerve,’ from its Vermillion 
colour, like that of a pippin apple, with which the whole 


body is covered, except the lower side, which is white.* 
As in the Golden Tench, individuals of pure golden-yellow 
tints are scarce, the majority retaining marks of their 
origin from a plain-coloured ancestry in brownish spots or 
blotches on some part of their body. The ordinary site 
of this species is ten or twelve inches (and this is about 
the size of those at the Exhibition); but it is known to 
have attained to double that size and to a weight of six 
pounds. 

The Orfe will thrive in all inclosed waters suitable to 
Roach and Goldfish ; as an ornamental fish it is prefer¬ 
able to the latter on account of its larger size, livelier 
habits^ and rapid reproduction; it takes the bait, and is 
eaten in Bavaria. As an ornamental domestic fish the 
Goldfish will always hold its own, but for waters of any 
extent and free from Pike and Perch we know of no more 
ornamental fish than the Orfe, a worthy rival of the 
Golden Tench, which has been so successfully acclima¬ 
tised by Lord Walsingham ; and we trust that his Grace 
will soon rear a sufficient number to secure to the Orfe a 
home in many different parts of the country. A. G. 


SNOW AND ICE FLORA 1 

T HIS work, which is included in Baron Nordenskjold’s 
studies and investigations arising out of his travels 
in the extreme north, is quite as interesting and important 
as regards the snow and ice flora of the Alps and Arctic 
regions, as the great traveller had led us to expect (see 
Natuke, vol xxviii. p. 39). It is, as far as the materials 
on hand permit, an exhaustive account of the subject 
of which it treats. 

As might be expected, the first pages of the work are 
devoted to ‘ red 3 now,” than which there are few subjects 
that have more engaged the attention of scientific tra¬ 
vellers in the Arctic districts. This little plant has been 
found in the Arctic regions of Europe and America, there¬ 
by suggesting, as Prof Wittrock observes, the former 
union of the two continents. It also appears in the 
north of Scandinavia, on the high Alps, the Pyrenees, 
and the Carpithians. Various were the opinions as to 
whether it belonged to the animal or vegetable world, 
and many the names by which it was designated. The 
prettiest of these names is certainly that given to it by 
C, Agardh—“the snow-flower.” While, however, “red 
snow"' will probably continue to be its trivial name, Prof. 
Wittrock has restored to it the scientific name of Sfhce- 
rella nivalis> bestowed on it by Sommerfelt in 1882. 

Until Nordenskjdld's expedition to Greenland in 1870, 
this alga was thought to be the only living plant on the ice 
and snow ; but during their wandering on the inland ice, 
NordenskjQld and Berggren discovered several algae, 
among which was one new to science, namely, Ancylo - 
nema Nordenskjoldii, which was seep in such abundance, 
that it gave to the adjacent ground a peculiar purple- 
brown colour. Other algse seemed to be mixed up with 
the fine sand (ice-dust, kryokanit) y which here ana there 
spreads a thin covering on the ice, or lies in a thick 
layer at the bottom of the funnel-shaped holes which are 
formed in it. Baron Nordenskjdld lays great stress on 
the important part which these algae, and especially 
Ancylonema, play in the melting of ice. “ The dark 
mass (alga?.),” he says, “absorbs a larger portion of the 
sun's rays than the white ice, and therefore produces 
deep holes in the ice, which in a great degree conduce 
to its melting,’ 1 He even thinks that this Ancylo¬ 
nema once performed the same office in Scandinavia, 
adding, u We have, perhaps, to thank this plant that the 
ice deserts which formerly covered Europe and America 
with a coating of ice, now give place to Jfhady woods and 
undulating fields of com.” 

1 4 ‘0m Sn<>n» och I sens Flora. SKnkildt i At Arktiika Tntfctaraft" At 
Veit Brecher Wittrock. Ur -“A, E. NardanskW* Studfcr odi fortfe- 
tiingar ftfraoiedda af mma rew i hfyfa Norden.” (Stockholm, tSSj.) 
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Subsequent investigation proved that the ice and 
snow flora was richer than had been anticipated. 
Dr. KjeUman found at Spitsbergen not only “ red 
snow, 1 ’ but “green snow/' Some of the “material" 
was brought home in a dry state; on being after¬ 
wards examined, it was found to contain above a 
dozen other plants, some of which were of a class 
even lower than u red snow ” ; others belonged to plants 
of higher organisation. Mosses also in the protonemata 
state were met with, but of very diminutive size. The ice 
and snow vegetation of this and other localities is de¬ 
scribed in detail. Special interest invests the kryokonit 1 
with which all the specimens from South Greenland were 
mixed, because it was found to contain a number of 
germinating spores of Spharella nivalis. During the 
winter of 1880-81 Prof. Wittrock was fortunate enough 
to enable some of these spores to develop themselves, 
hence it was considered that they were resting spores. 
They endure, without taking any harm, to be during the 
greater part of the year, frozen up in the ice and snow of 
the Arctic regions, and also to be dried up for some 
months by the heat of the sun. The author’s observa¬ 
tions on the conditions of plant life in the Arctic regions 
and on the glaciers of high northern tracts are paiticu- 
larly interesting. He observes that these tracts are cer¬ 
tainly not entirely deprived of the powerful and life-giving 
influence of the sun’s rays. They are, it is true, during 
a great part of the year (in winter) enveloped in continual 
dirkness and gloom ; but at another period (in summer) 
they are in the enjoyment of perpetual light. During 
this period the sun’s rays, although oblique, may exercise 
a powerful influence. At midday the heat may be sur¬ 
prisingly strong. Nordenskiold found that the warmth 
of the air a short distance above the surface of the ice 
at midday in July rose to 25^-30° of Celsius. It is evi¬ 
dent that a great melting would take place on the surface 
of the glaciers and snow-fields. There is then formed a 
layer of snowy and icy water, which, though not much 
above the zero of Celsius, is enough to satisfy the 
demands for warmth of this portion of the simplest 
organisations of the vegetable kingdom. That they thrive 
under these hard conditions of life is evident from the 
immense multitudes in which they occur. “Probably,” 
adds the author, “ there is no other species on earth which 
is richer in individuals than red snow." 

Prof. Wittrock gives a full description of the structure 
and fructification of these minute plants ; then follows a 
summary of their characteristics. The latter may be 
thus briefly stated The flora of the ice- and snow-fields 
consists almost entirely of algar of microscopical size and 
of extremely low organisation ; the greater part of the 
plants are unicellular ; they are sometimes solitary, some¬ 
times in colonies. 'Phe fructification is very simple, 
asexual, and of one kind only. These algse are generally 
of bright and full colours. The “ snow-flower *’ is blood¬ 
ied, Ancylonema Nordenskjoldii purplish-brown ; many 
Conferee* and Desmidieae are bright green The land 
vegetation is represented entirely by mosses, which appear 
to oe nearly in the same low state of development as the 
algae. 

The orders, families, genera, and species of which the 
Arctic flora is composed are well arranged in tabular form 
at ftp* U2, 113. In this table the flora of the snow is 
distinguished from that of the ice. It will be seen that 
the most common plant is “red snow ; ” the next in fre¬ 
quency is Ancylonema Nordenskjoldii. The snow flora is 
richer than that of the ice. The former includes thirty-seven 
species; the latter ten only. The mosses and Conferee® 
belong exclusively to the snow flora. Ancylonema is the 
oply plant Which is limited entirely to the ice flora. Of 
Phycochromophycea; the ice flora has two species only, 
while that of the snow possesses ten. The snow flora of 
Sptttbergen is rich in Conferee®, that of Lapland in Des- 

* Analyses of kryokorit will fee found at rp- PS» P*. 


midiese. In the middle north the Phycochroms prevail. 
It is stated that Bacteria termo is occasionally found 
within the limits of the ice and snow flora. Chytridium 
hcematococci may also, observes the author, belong to the 
Arctic flora, as it was found parasitic on Sph. nivalis on 
the Berner glacier in Switzerland. 

U appears that the Arctic regions possess a microscopic 
fauna as well as flora. The limits of this notice will only 
permit a reference to p. 116, where the small animals of 
which this fauna consists are described. One fact con¬ 
nected with these little creatures may be mentioned. 
With the object of a further study of the alg®, Prof. 
Wittrock put a portion of the dried material brought from 
Spitzbergen into distilled water. He found that not only 
the alg® came to life again, a fact which he had before 
observed with respect to red snow, but what was more 
astonishing, even the little worms revived, and ate a great 
deal of food, which could be distinguished under the 
microscope as the red iish-yellow contents of the intes¬ 
tinal canal of these transparent, colourless creatures. 

The work is illustrated by two woodcuts and by five 
lithographic plates, one of which contains figures from 
drawings by Prof, Wittrock of some of the plants ; the 
others consist of views from drawings by Dr. Berggren, of 
the inland ice of Greenland, representing localities from 
whence portions of the material containing the ice and 
snow flora were obtained. 1 The view' of the intermittent 
spring which the travellers met with about 45 kilometres 
from the coast, and which, bursting from a cleft in the 
ice, throws up a jet of water to a great height, is of special 
interest from the indications it gives of the probable 
existence of warm conditions in the interior of Greenland. 
It will be observed that the “skyline'’ of the dis¬ 
tance in some of the views shows an undulating outline, 
suggesting a hilly country in the interior. 

Mary P. Merrifield 

NOTES 

The Lords of the Committee of Council on Education have, 
by a recent minute, decided to withdraw the prizes hitherto 
given to candidates in the Science Examinations who obtain a 
first class in the elementary stage of the various subjects of 
science, substituting certificates of merit, and retaining only the 
prizes given in the advanced stage. The money hitherto devoted 
to prizes ‘will be employed in providing thirty-six National 
Scholarships—twelve each year—which will be offered in com¬ 
petition to students of the industrial classes, and awarded at the 
annual examinations of the department. The National Scholar¬ 
ship will be tenable, at the option of the holder, either at the 
Normal Sckqo! qf Science, South Kensington, or at the Royal 
College of Science, Dublin, during the course for the Associate- 
$hi|>—about three years. The scholar will receive 30*. a week 
during the session of about nine months in the year, second-class 
railway fare to and from London or 1 ublin, and free admission 
to the lectures and laboratories. This is a most important step 
in advance. 

W E have already announced that the Thirty-second Annual 
Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science will be held at Minneapolis, Minnesota, from August 15-21 
next. A Local Committee has also been formed to carry out the 
arrangements at Minneapolis and members expecting to attend 
the meeting are requested to send a notification to that effect to 
its secretary, Prof. H, N. Wurchell, Minneapolis, without 
delay. Full titles of all the papers to be read at the meetings 

1 Those who are interested in these algse may like to know that specimens at 
fourteen of them are Included in the Fasciculi of dried freshwater algee distri¬ 
buted by Prof Wittrock and Dr, Otto Nordmedt, of which tcu jiarts have al¬ 
ready appeared., The nth fasciculus, containing other portions of the Arctic 
flora, will shortly be issued at Lund. XJpsal, and Stockholm, under the follow¬ 
ing title aqm* fluids exsiccate prmdpue Scandinavia* qua* adjcctii 

aJgis iharuiis chloro^yllaceia et phycochromaceis distribueruni Veit Witt- 
rock et Otto WordStedi." 
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must be forwarded to the permanent secretary as early as 
possible, accompanied by an abstract of their contents and a 
statement of the time which they will occupy in delivery* By 
the kindness of a member, provision will be made for the Ulus* 
tration of papers by means of a lantetti if the authors bring their 
slides to the meeting. Altogether the arrangements are very 
complete, and a cordial welcome will, we doubt not, be given 
to any foreign members or visitors who are making arrangements 
to attend this meeting of the American Association. 

The Council of the Yorkshire College announce that the 
Cavendish Professorship of Physics has been established as a 
memorial to the first President of the College, the late Lord 
Frederick Charles Cavendish, M.P. The fund required to 
endow this chair was 7500/., and 7560/. 13J, has been contri¬ 
buted, Prof, Rucker retains the position he has occupied with 
mach distinction from the foundation of the Yorkshire College, 
os IVofessor of Physics, but bis title will in future be 14 Cavendish 
Professor of Physics." 

Dr. Cargill G. Knott, F.R.S.E., Secretary of the Edin¬ 
burgh Mathematical Society, has been recently appointed Pro- 
fessor of Physics in the Imperial University of Tokio, Japan. 

English chemists may be interested to learn that an election 
to fill the Chair of Chemistry, including General and Industrial 
Chemistry, in the University of Virginia, vacmt by the resigna¬ 
tion of the present incumbent (J. W, Mallet, Ph,D. f F.R.S.), 
will be held by the Board of Visitors of the University of 
Virginia, on September 11, 1883. The salary of the profe sor 
is 3000 dollars, with a commodious house, rent free. Applica¬ 
tions, with testimonials, must be addressed to ** The Rector and 
Visitors," P.O. University of Virginia, Albemarle County, Va. 
We understand the Chair is open to English competitors. 

We regret to announce the death, at the early age of 
thirty-seven years, of Mr*. Chaplin Ayrton, the wife of Prof. 
W. E. Ayrton. Mrs. Ayrton was in many ways a remarkable 
woman. As Miss Chaplin she was one of the first to take up 
the practical question of women's professional education, and it 
is in part due to her exertions that the medical career is now 
opened to women. Her long struggle, from 1869 to 1873, to 
obtain the necessary permission to present herself for examina¬ 
tion told seriously on her health. In addition to attending all 
the medical classes open to women in Edinburgh, and gaining 
honours at all the examinations held in connection with them, 
Mrs. Chaplin Ayrton studied at the hospitals and the Medical 
School of Paris, and there took her degree of M. D. in 1879. Her 
graduation theses, u Researches on the General Dimensions and 
on the Development of the Body among the Japanese," is full of 
valuable scientific experiments. 

The Queen has been pleased to confer Baronetcies upon Dr. 
Andrew Clark and Mr. Prescott Hewett. 1 

A Blue-Book just issued contains reports 01 the mineral 
wealth of Corea, The explorers found numerous veins of iron, 
copper, lead, and also some gold. These were worked in the 
rough native fashion, and it is noticeable that no indications of 
coal were found. In twenty days’ journey ten mines were seen, 
and many of them, especially those of iron and copper, are said 
to be of great richuess. 

In Nature, vol. xxvi. p, 15, will be found an illustrated 
description of Negretti and Zambra’s patent deep-sea thermo¬ 
meter. This firm have now adapted their inverting thermometer 
for recording variations of atmospheric temperature at any 
desired interval of time. Twelve of such thermometers are 
arranged on a suitable frame in connection with a dock, a gal* 
vanic battery, and a redes of small electromagnets in such 
manner that at every hour the galvanic drcult is completed by 
the dock, this releasing a detent and allowing one of the thcr* 
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mometers to reverse and record the temperature at that moment. 
In the present form of the apparatus twelve thermometers have 
been mounted to record hourly temperatures ; this period can be 
easily altered to half-hours or less or on the other hand to longer 
intervals, say, of two hours or more. This apparatus differs, it is 
claimed, from all other registering or recording thermometers in the 
following important particulars:—1. The thermometers contain 
only mercury, without any admixture of alcohol or other fluid* 
2, They have neither indices or springs, the registrations being 
by the column of mercury itself. 3. These thermometers may 
be carried in any position, and cannot be disarranged except by 
actual breakage, 4. They will record exact temperature at any 
given hour of the day or night. 

The Berlin Academy of Sciences has granted the following 
amounts from its Humboldt Fund : 5 000 murks (25a/,) ^>r* 

Otto Finch, for working at the collection he made during his 
journey in Polynesia ; 6ooo marks (300/.) to Dr. Ed. Arning 
(Breslau) for researches on th'i leprosy epidemic in the Sandwich 
Islands ; the same amount to Dr. Paul Giissfeldt to enable him 
to continue and extend his exploring tour in the Andes of Chili. 

The Anthropological Museum of Leipzig has been presented 
with an annual grant of 6000 marks (300^.) from the Grasse Fund 
by the town authorities. 

The sixty-sixth meeting of the Swiss Natural History Society 
will take place at Zurich on August 6 to 9 next. 

The German Society of Analytical Chemists met at Berlin on 
June 16-18 last; the most important transaction at the meeting 
was the adoption of certain uniform methods in the analysis of 
wines. 

The 27th of June la^t seems to have been remarkable for 
earthquakes in various parts of Europe. At Corfu a violent 
shock was felt at ir.25 a.m. on that day, and at parmstadr a 
moderate shock was observed at I J,l8 a.m. At the last lccality 
three other shocks occurred in the night following, and a number 
of oscillations on June 28 at 11.38 p.m. On July 6 at 3.20 a,m* 
Constantinople and its environs were visited by an earthquake. 

In Sardinia phylloxera is ravaging the vineyards to such an 
extent that the inhabitants are beginning to despair of being able 
to overcome the plague. 

The half yearly general meeting of the Scottish Meteorologi¬ 
cal Society is to be held in Edinburgh today. The business will 
be—(1) Report from the Council of the Society ; (a) The Meteo* 
rology of Ben Nevis, by Mr, Alexander Buchan, Secretary. 

W. H. Edwards announces, according to Science, that he 
will not, at present, complete the synopsis of species commenced 
in the tenth part of hi# ** Butterflies of North America/ 1 but 
substitute for it a mere list of species, which will be issued with 
the next (concluding) part of the second Beries, 

The municipality of Algiers has established a chemical office, 
on the pattern of the similar Parisian institute, for analysing 
alimentary substances and discovering adulterations. 

At the last sitting of the French Society d'Hygikne M. Marie 
Davy, who was in the chair, gave an account of the results of 
his analysis of the water of the Seine ; he found that the hn» 
purity is five hundred times greater below Asnieres than at Paris* 

The April number of the Chrysanthemum magazine of Yoko» 
hams contaiits a continuation of Capt, BlakistWs notes on 
Japanese ornithology; also an article by !Mr. Fastfoke on the 
ornithology of Hong Kong, and the continuation of a. history of 
Japanese keramijs by Capt. Brinkley. The numerous possessors 
of pieces of “ real old Satsuma” in England will hear *rhh 
annoyance from this skilled authority that large quantities 
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Kioto ware hsve been fraudulently placed on the Western mar* 
ketrai genuine SaUuma. The former is less dense than the latter, 
and its colour is as a rule darker. In truth, this writer says, 
not more than a fraction of the ware which has been attributed 
to the Satsuma workshops was ever manufactured there. The 
outcome of the factories was always comparatively small, They 
worked to order, and nine-tenths of their productions were cups, 
tea-jars, and other small articles. Large vases and portly incense* 
burners were exceptional j and in the matter of old Satsuma 
Western collectors have among Japanese virtuosi rivals who are 
at once more competent judges and very much more liberal 
purchasers than themselves. 

The city of Rouen is to establish at Pont de 1 'Arche on the 
Seine large waterworks for the generation of the electric light. 
A lamp is to be placed on the top of the Cathedral, and 
directed by a refiector on the surrounding streets. 

The largest display of electric light in Paris is probably at 
the Hippodrome, where, in the large hall, sixteen regulators and 
142 JablochUoff lights are used, exclusive of those in other parts 
of the building and outside. The dimensions of the arena are 
about 45 metres by 120, and the height about 30 metres. The 
effect is really splendid. 

The past month has brought with it its annual science ex¬ 
aminations, and we have been especially struck with the ques¬ 
tions of the City and Guilds examination papers in the electrical 
subjects. One fact that we notice is that there seems very little 
difference betw ecn the pass and honours grades, two or three 
of the questions being similar, if not identical in each; secondly, 
in the electric lighting and transmission of power papers there 
seems to be a great paucity of questions on these topics, and one 
or two rather prominent questions on theoretical electricity. Are 
not papers of this kind somewhat misleading to teachers who 
are preparing classes for these subjects? 

A very interesting legal case has just been decided by the 
Solicitor-General in the matter of the Lane-Fox disclaimer. 
Mr. Lane-Fox sought to be allowed to disclaim from his patent 
of 1678 for incandescent lamps and storage batteries, all except 
the use of secondary batteries as a means of storage, and regu¬ 
lation of a supply of electricity. This is a very broad claim, 
and, to judge by present appearances, of vast importance. Al¬ 
though not the first to use accumulators, yet Mr. Lane-Fox is the 
first man who worked out k system in which they played the 
part of regulators for a steady supply. The disclaimer was 
allowed by the Solicitor-General after a protracted discussion. 

Another so-called u God’s waggon ” has been discovered in 
the Deibjerger Moor near Ringkjobmg (Jutland), Our readers 
will remember our reporting the discovery of the first some two 
years ago. Dr. Petersen, the keeper of the Copenhagen Museum, 
has proceeded to the spot to superintend further researches. 

Two further volumes of Hartleben's “Elektrotechnisch* 
Blbliothek ” have just been published. They are entitled 41 Die 
elektrischen Leitungen und ihre Anlage,” by J. Zacharias, and 
M Die elektrischen Uhren und die electruche Feaerwehr Tele¬ 
graphic,” by Dr. A. Tobler. j 

0 / the “ Encyclopadie der Naturwissenschaften ” (Breslau, 
Ed, Trewendt) we have received the 14th part of the second 
division and the 33rd part of the first division. The latter con¬ 
tains the continuation of Wittstein's * 4 Handworterbuch der 
Fb&rmakognoafo der Pflanienreicha," and the former of Dr. 
Gabel's << Vergeleichender Entwicklungsgeschlchte der Fftanzen* 
mrgane J4 in the *' Handbuch der Botanik,” Both works will, we 
ate informed, be soon brought to a conclusion. 

Dr. Macoowan of Wenchow is endeavouring to procure 
wcordfl of earthquakes in China from the residents in various 
peri* til that country, and with that object has addressed a letter 
to the beat journals* He directs attention especially to Formosa, 


where earthquakes are most common in November and Decem¬ 
ber, confirming so far Mr. Mallet's observations. A Chinese 
record thus describes the effects produced on the sea by sub¬ 
marine causes—among them probably earthquakes :— u Peculiar 
noises of the sea are sometimes heard which are commonly 
regarded as indicative of change of weather, sounds coming from 
the foreboding rain, thobe from the south being followed by 
wind. Hissing noises are heard; at times they are low, at 
others loud, When low they resemble the beating of a drum 
or the dropping of beans on the same instrument. Now the 
sounds are near, and now distant; stopping suddenly, or con¬ 
tinuing for hours. When the noise is loud, it is more noisy than 
a hundred thousand men, and the sea bubbles up; in very pro¬ 
tracted cases the noises continue day and night for half a month, 
and when of short continuance the sound lasts three or four 
days. During the sounds the sea is agitated by fearful billows 
and furious waves.” 

Severe tornadoes are reported as having occurred in Southern 
Minnesota and Wisconsin (U.S.) on Monday. A railway train 
was overturned and many of the passengers killed. 

Dr. H. Reusch, who last year took part in the geological 
investigations of the vest coast of Norway, made under the 
direction of Prof. Kjerulf, has given to Naturen the results of his 
examination of the fossils of the fjelds and islands near Bergen. 
The richest find was discovered on the little island, Stonlo, outside 
the Ilardangerfjord, where numerous well preserved remains of 
crinoids, a great variety of corah, graptolites and shells of 
mollusks were obtained which belonged to the Silurian period. 
The rocks of this district were mostly of compressed conglome¬ 
rates. The mall group of islands beyond Espevecr, and the 
neighbouring Siggen Fjeld, exhibit the most strongly marked 
volcanic character, and owe their origin to the eruption of 
streams of molten rock and Dyers of ash and scoriae, which 
probably belong to the Silurian age. These products of eruption 
have, however, not remained in situ , for the once horizontal 
deposits have been so powerfully crushed, twisted, or upheaved 
at various points, that the masses of rock of which the great 
Siggen Fjeld is composed have now a vertical inclination trend* 
ing north. The accidental discovery in 1863 of a small nugget 
of pure gold embedded in white quartz, in the so-called Stor- 
haugens mine on Bommei Island, has attracted the attention of 
prospectors, and a French company has opened extensive works 
at Viksnes, where copper pyrites are found in considerable 
quantities. A fine specimen of the auriferous quartz of Bommei 
Island may be seen in the museum of the Christiania University. 

The steamer Germania is on the point of sailing from Ham¬ 
burg to Cumberland Sound, in order to bring home the staff of 
the German Polar station. Dr, F. Boas leaves with the 
Gtrmania for the purpose of making ethnographical researches 
in Arctic America. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Malbrouck Monkey (Cercopithecus cyno- 
sums 3) from West Africa, presented by Miss M. A, Waite ; a 
Black-backed Jackal (Canis mtsmclas 9 ) from South Africa, 
presented by Mr* E. D. Thomas; a Philantomba Antelope 
(Cephalophus maxwelU), a Duyker-Bok {Ccphalophus mtrgms) 
from South Africa, presented by Mrs. Macfarlane; five Martini¬ 
can Doves {Zenaida martinUana) % two Porto Rico Pigeons 
(Columba cortnsis) from the West Indies, presented by Mr, J. A 
Ward; a Ringed-necked Parrakeet (Pataorms torquatus) from 
India, presented by Mrs* Humphrey; a Macaque Monkey 
{Macaeuscynomdgus 9 ) from India, an Ocelot {{Felispardaiis d) 
from Demerstra, a St Thomas's Comire {Canurus xanikalttmut) 
from St. Thomas, West Indies, deposited; thirteen Common 
Vipers ( Viptra btrus) from Hampshire, purchased ; two Levail- 
lartt's Cymetis {Cynictispmicilhta ), two Wonga-Wonga Pigeons 
(Lxucosarcia pieata) y bred In the Gardens* 



NATURE 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Ellipticity of Ukanus.— It may be remembered that 
Sir William Herschel, who was at firsUjunaer the impression that 
the disk of Uranus presented a perfectly circular outline, was 
afterwards convinced that there was an appreciable elongation 
in the direction of the major-axis of the orbits of tbc satellites, 
though he has not recorded any measures to test this conclusion. 
On October 13, 1782, about eighteen months after the discovery 
of the planet, he writes : “I perceived no flattening of the 
polar regions." On March 5, 1792, he used “a newly polished 
mirror of an excellent figure: it showed the planet very well 
defined and without any suspicion of a ring/’ With powers 
240-2400, all which his speculum bore with great distinctness, 
he formed a different opinion, and remarked, “I am pretty well 
convinced that the disk is flattened." On February 26, 1794, he 
has an observation thus recorded, “20-feet reflector, power 480, 
The planet seems to be a little lengthened out in the direction of 
the longer axis of tbc satellites' orbits," Further, in a paper 
communicated to the Royal Society in December, 1797, where¬ 
in he announces his supposed discovery of four additional 
satellites of Uranus, he says : “ The flattening of the poles of the 
planet seems to be sufficiently ascertained by many observations. 
The 7-foot, 10-foot, and the 20-foot instruments equally confirm 
it, and the direction pointed out February 26, 1794, seems to be 
conformable to the analogies that may be drawn from the situa¬ 
tion of the equatoT of Saturn and of Jupiter," This ellipticity 
being admitted, he inferred that Uranus had a rapid axial 
rotation. 

In September, 1842, Madler, remarking that notwithstanding 
the statement made by Sir W. Herschel no measures of the 
planet existed which .would confirm it or otherwise, instituted a 
series with the filar-micrometer of the Dorpat refractor. The 
measures were made on five nights, and the diameter of the 
planet was determined at every 15 0 of the circumference, the 
mean of each set being made to fall nearly at the time of meri¬ 
dian passage. The nights (September 16, 17, 19, 20, and 21) 
were of exceptional clearness, and permitted of a power of 
1000 being used. Madler found the greater diameter of Uranus 
4""249 at the planet's mean distance, and the compression 

; the angle of the greater axis was 160° 4c/ counted from 

IOT>5 

north towards east. At this time Uranus was less than n° 
from the descending node of the orbits of the satellites, as deter¬ 
mined by Prof. Newcomb. 

Between August 24 and October 20, 1843, Madler repeated 
hi4 measures on seven nights : his results from this year’s series 
w ere— 

Greater axis of projected ellipse ... 4*3274 

Lesser axis ,, ,, ... 3 8910 

Compression. 

9’92 

Angle of greater axis with declina¬ 
tion circle . 15 0 26''i 

This ellipse is for September 28, 1843, when the distarce of 
Uranus was 19*079. The greater axis fur the mean distance of 
Uranas would be 4" *304. 

An ellipticity comparable with that of the planet Saturn might 
have been expected to strike the generality of observers provided 
with the large instruments which have been available since the 
epoch of Madler’s measures ; yet neither with the Pulkowa re¬ 
fractor, with the late Mr. Lossell’s 4-foot reflector, employed by 
him and Mr. Marth in measures of Uranus at Malta in 1864-5, 
nor with the Washington a6-lnch refractor, or many other instru¬ 
ments of adequate power, do we find that there has been any 
confirmation of the great inequality of diameters found by 
M&dler, up to 1877. 

It now appears from a communication made by Prof. Safarik 
of Prague to the Astronomische Nachrkhtcn in April last, that 
on March 12, 1877, he found Uranus “ certainly elliptical, the 
greater axis in the parallel," and this impression he received on 
various occasions up to the date of his letter. On April 2 in 
the present year he records of the appearance of the planet: 
“ Stets stark langlich; in den besten Momenten schatre ich die 
ElUptitiU stirker als jene Satunw" ; tire greater axis was at 
199 ■ The instruments used were of very moderate capacity, 
being an achromatic of ti cm. and a silver-on-gloss speculum 
of 16 cm. 

In consequence of a representation from Prof. Safarik, who 
laid stress upon the actual proximity of the planet to the ascend¬ 


ing node of the orbits of the satellites, Prof* Schiaparelli has 
made, this year, an extensive series of measures of the diameter 
of Uranus, the results of which have appeared in No. 2526 of 
the above-named periodical. The measures are di-cussed on 
two methods giving for the ellipticity of the planei in the one 

case ^ n X -, and in the other (perhaps the more preferable 
10*98 ±0*93 

value), —.—-— -. In addition to actual measures, Prof. 
10*94*0*67 

Schiaparelli drew,the outline of the planet, as it appeared to the 
eye, on thirteen nights, the drawings giving by measurement an 

ellipticity of An assistant in the same way found 

— 5 —. The Milan measures with the filar-micrometer were 
10*9 

made between April 12 and June 7, For the equatorial dia¬ 
meter at the mean distance Prof, Schiaparelli found 3"*9II, 


PHYSICAL NOTES 

In the current numlttr of Witdemaun's Annalen , Prof. C. 
Christiansen of Copenhagen resumes his researches on the 
indices of refraction of coloured liquids. The methods adopted 
consisted in the examination of the liquid in hollow prisms of 
very small refracting angle ; a few drops of the liquid being 
placed between two small pieces of glass touching each other at 
one side, but separated about half a degree. Another method 
consisted in inclosing the liquid between a piece of very thin 
glass and a bi prism made of a glass the index of refraction of 
which was known, the index of the liquid being calculated by 
taking the refraction as the difference of the two separate refrac¬ 
tions of the glass and the liquid. Prof. Christiansen gives 
tables of results for water, alcohol, turpentine, and nitrobenzol, 
and also for solutions of permanganate of potash of various 
degrees of concentration. For the latter substance the results 
agree with the determinations of Kundt, but are probably more 
exact. 

Prof. G. M. Minchin has greatly improved the form of the 
absolute sine electrometer invented by him some months ago. 
The first of the new instruments constructed by Mr. Groves of 
Bolsover Street is now complete, and is to be sent out to Prof, 
Anthony of the enterprising and wealthy Cornell University, 
We hope shortly to illustrate and describe this beautiful 
instrument. 

Prof, Ewing of Tokio prints in the /Proceedings ofthe Seism*- 
logical Society of Japan three valuable Scismologlcol notes. The 
first of these describes a duplex pendulum seismometer the prin¬ 
ciple of which is the follow ing :—A common pendulum having 
its centre of gravity below the centre of suspension is stable; an 
inverted pendulum with pivottd supporting rod is unstable. By 
placing an inverted pendulum below a common one, and con¬ 
necting the bobs so that any horizontal displacement must be 
common to both, the equilibrium of the jointed system may be 
made neutral or as nearly stable as is desired, A very sensitive 
^ismograph is thus obtained. The instrument has not yet been 
put to the lest of an actual earthquake. 

Prof. Quinckk has contributed to the Proceedings of the 
Royal Prussian Academy of Sciences an important memoir on the 
changes produced by hydrostatic pressure in the volume end 
refractive index of transparent liquids. The ratio of these 
changes exhibits, it appears, a definite relation. The compressi¬ 
bility In volume was measured by subjecting the liquids to pres¬ 
sure in glass vessels furnished with capillary tubes. The indices 
of refraction were measured by observing the number of inter¬ 
ference bands in homogeneous light in an interferential refracto- 
meter, One of the most important result* of this research is the 
light it throws on the disputed - formula called the constant 01 
refraction , According to Dale and Gladstone the name of 
constant of refraction , or specific refractive power, should be 

assigned to the quantity ~ \ where p Is the index of 
tion and s the specific gravity of the substance. According, 
however, to Laplace the quantity ^ -Z, * is the true constant of 

refraction; whilst, according to Professors PI* A. arid L. Lortox, 
that name should be given to the more complicated function 

. „/** , "* . Now since with liquids that are subjected to pres- 
(M* + 2)s 
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sure the density varies proportionally with the pressure within 
certain limits, the true constant of refraction should be that 
function of the index of refraction and of the density which is 
independent of pressure. I11 point of fact Prof. Quincke’s 
experiments confirm the formula of Dale and Gladstone, since 

frJ =r where s x is the density under any given 

s h 

pressure, and /q the observed refractive index under the same 
pressure. To put the matter in simple phrase, the decimals of the 
refractive index increase proportionately with the density . 

IN a farther paper in Wiedemann's Annate «, Prof. Quincke 
has given some details concerning the experimental methods 
pursued in his investigations, together with figures of the appa¬ 
ratus and tables of results for a large number of liquids under 
different conditions. 

M, BleKKUODE has lately described in the Journal de Phy¬ 
sique a very convenient form of apparatus for projecting galvanic 
experiments on a screen. It consists of a glass bath (6 cm. long, 

5 cm. high, I cm. broad), at either end of which is a metallic 
support which not only makes contact with the two plates that 
are immersed in the bath, but also are attached to a flat galvano¬ 
meter which is placed on the top of the bath. The galvanometer 
consists of a light ebonite framework the same size as the top of 
the bath and 1 cm. thick, upon which is wound two or three 
layers of insulated copper wire *3 mm. thick. A single needle 
is used, supported on a pivot in the centre of the coil. The 
whole apparatus is of such a size as to be easily used in any 
lantern* 

IN a recent number of Carl's Repertorium , Th. Edelmaun 
describes a very simple means of determining the specific weight 
of a gas. His method consists in taking a column of gas which 
presses on a membrane, then observing the displacement of the 
membrane. This is a somewhaL analogous action to the aneroid 
barometer. The absolute arrangement being to have the mem¬ 
brane strained on a metallic box about 30 cm. diameter, this box 
is in direct communication with a tube 2 m. long filled with gas. 
Upon the membrane rests a light lever which carries a mirror at 
its pdint of suspension ; thus by raising a scale at a considerable 
distance the slightest movements can be observed and therefore 
the density taken with the greatest accuracy. 

M. Morin has lately brought out a new electric candle, one 
great advantage in it being that the light may be extinguished or 
relighted at any time. This is obtained by the attraction of a 
piece of ooft iron by a flattened solenoid ; fixed on the same axis 
as the soft iron is a cam, upon whose position the proximity of 
the carbon depends. This motion is easier and not so noisy as 
the electromagnet as used by Wilde and others. 

M, Tommasi has brought out a new regulator in which he 
uses selenium, whose resistance varies considerably with varia¬ 
tions in the intensity of light. At present it has only been 
adapted to regulating the position of the light of a Jablochkoff 
candle. 

The latest idea brought out for making incandescent lamps U 
by Messrs. Boulton, So ward,' and Prober t. They electrolyse a 
carbonaceous gas between platinum electrodes, in a globe; as 
soon as an arch of carbon is formed the globe is exhausted and 
the lamp ready for use. 

Messes. J. Eestee and H. Geitbl have found that a 
Zamboni pile can be made to work as an accumulator by charging 
it from a Holtz machine. After ten minutes they obtained a 
spark with the poles 1 mm. apart. Peroxide of lead does not 
work so well when used ready -formed. 

M. ReyNIER has published some figures concerning the work 
done by a Leclanche battery when used on a telephonic exchange. 
Two batteries of three cells each were used for thirty days of 
Seven hours* duration. The loss of weight of riac during that 
rime was 64*5 grins*, which represents 63,235 coulombs, This 
Is equal to a current of 0*084 ampere during the month. Taking 
the E.M.F. of a Lodanchd cell at I volt, the total work done is 
*89* 70S watts, which is equivalent to 1 h.p. every 52 minutes. 


C&QGRkpmCAL NOTES 
acw number x of vol. iv,) of the German African 
Society 1 * MMkdhmgPt gfeee a table of magnetic observations 
hud temperature mode at different point* of his route from 


Kakoma to Karema by Dr. E. Kaiser, who unhappily died last 
November on the bank of the Rikwa lake. A copious list 
follows of Dr. Kaiser’s altitudes between Zanzibar and Kakoma. 
On the basis of English maos of the Niger and the Binue, Dr* 
Kiepert traces Herr Ed. Robert KJegel’s route from Eggan to 
Rida in September, 1881, and thence by way of Keffi to Loko 
in November and December of the same year* Summing up 
Herr Flegcl’s topographies, Herr Stuck determines the latitude 
of Loko at 7 0 58' 16" ± 7" N., and of Keffi at 8* 49 1 22" =fc 3" 
N. In an interesting letter from Ngaundere amid the sources 
of the Logone, dated August 22, 1882, Herr Flegel claims to 
have discovered the source of the Binue, or at least nn import 
tant part of the territory from which this river takes its source. 
On ]uly 31 last Herr Flegel proceeded from JoU to the water¬ 
shed between the tributaries of the Karo and the Binue, and on 
August 17 reached the first fountain-brook of the Binue, passing 
it and two further heads of the river on the 18th. Ascending ft 
steep mountain chain, the watershed between the Bioue, Faro, 
Logone, and Old Calabar system, he beheld the last stream, by 
the inhabitants unanimously named the Binue in contradistinc¬ 
tion to the Guzun-Binue (iieginning of the Binue) he had first 
passed. From the back of the mountains close by their encamp¬ 
ment on the first timchi (farm) of Ngaundere, the source of the 
Binue was pointed out by the natives. If not the source, it was 
undoubtedly one of the main sources. After a stay of four 
months at Ngaundere Herr Flegel returned to Lokoja, whence, 
in a letter of February 21 last, he projects an early exploration 
of the lands yet unknown to the south of the Benue and of the 
watershed cro sed by him the previous year. lie also contem¬ 
plates opening up the territories where the Tsad and the Niger 
have thrir sources and investigating the relations between these 
two water-systems, examining Barth’s hypothesis of a direct 
water communication between the Tsad and the Niger by 
means of the Mao Kebbt and the Jubori swamps. He 
will further make inquiry into the political and ethno¬ 
graphical relations between the T.sad and Niger territories. 
Astronomical topographies are given of places visited by 
Lieut. W is smarm between Malange and Kimbundu. There 
are two interesting and instructive reports by Dr. Pogge and 
Lieut. Wissmann on their expedition through the south-east of 
the Congo basin, between Kimbundu and Nge Njangwe, from 
July 31, l88l, to April 17, 1882. The Kioque, inhabiting the 
country along the Luclle find the Chikapa, among whom the 
two travellers journeyed for a month and a half, are described 
as an intelligent and enterprising people, expert smiths, hunters, 
and far-traveiling merchants. Carrying on a large trade in gum, 
aud soon exhausting a district of its gmn produce by their incon¬ 
siderate method of going to work, they are in a state of perpetual 
movement towards the north. Almost all the ivory which 
reaches Loanda is forwarded thither by the Kioque from the 
Tuschilange country. The TuschiUnge (sing. Kaschilange) or 
Baschilange (sing. Muschalanjje) are a mixed people, composed 
of the aborigines and the Baluba, who have entered the country 
from the south. Of the three divisions of them the central is the 
Pena Riamba, Le. sons of wild hemp, so called from their ex¬ 
cessive addiction to smoking that herb, which is smoked more or 
less in almost the whole of Africa, and produces an intoxicating 
effect combined with coughing. The Pena Rumba are forbidden 
to keep goats or swine, and the travellers during their stay 
among them suffered from 'the want of animal food. Crossing 
the splendid river of Lubi, the travellers passed from the land of 
the Baschiknge to that of the Bassonge, who, according to Lieut. 
Wissmann, occupy the highest industrial 'position he had ever 
seen negroes hold. Artistic working in iron and copper, weav¬ 
ing, basket-making, carving, and pottery are all highly advanced 
among them. Living in fail- villages with large clean houses, 
under the shade of palm* and bananas, the men cultivate their 
trim fields, and leave only the lighter work to their wives—a 
relation in marked contrast to that existing among the pennies 
they had hitherto visited* 

The July number of HarttebetOs Rundschau fiir Geographie 
und Statistic contains among numerous others the following 
original papers:—Researches concerning Madagascar, by J. 
Audebert.—On the Bedouins of Palestine, by R. Rampett- 
dohl.—On the three first German ** Geographentage,” by Dr. 
Sigm. Gttuther.—-On the United Slates of Columbia; these are 
remarks accompanying a good map of the States in question, 

Th* commander of the Willem Barents^ now on her fifth 
North Polar expedition* has sent news to Amsterdam from 
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Soloubola. Nothing had been ascertained regarding the fate 
of the steamer Varna or her crew, 

AT the meeting of the Berlin Geographical Society on the 8th 
Inst, some communications were made regarding the latest 
undertakings of the German explorers now at work Dr. Paul 
Giissfeldt had undertaken to ascend the Acbncagaa, the highest 
peak of the Chili Cordilleras (6934 metres) ; he failed on 
account of the extreme cold, but succeeded in taking a number 
of interesting photographs, Dr. Steiner, a member of the Ant¬ 
arctic expedition had proceeded northward from Punta Arenas, 
and had drawn a remarkable geological map of the country he 
traversed. He intends to penetrate into Chile. Dr. Hettner is 
ab iut to start on an exploring tour through Cannda with a view 
of discovering coal deposit*. 

News of the German African traveller, Dr. Fbeher, has just 
arrived from Zanzibar. He was at some days' distance from 
Ngaren Erobi, had 800 followers, and had forced his way 
through the Massai district. He thus seems to have joined 
other caravans, as he had started wi h only 350 men himself. 
Ngaren Erobi is to the west of the Kilima Ngaro, and under 
36^* E. long., and 3* S. lat. 

Lieut. Bove is just starting on a second expedition to Terra 
del Fuego, Thence he intends to penetrate into Graham’s Land. 
The Italian Geographical Society bears the cost of this expedi¬ 
tion, which will sail from Genoa and go by way of Monte Video. 

Dr. Oscar Lenx is now writing an account of his second 
great African journey. It will be published by Brockhaus 
(Leipzig), and will be entitled “Timbuktu, Reise durch Ma- 
rokko, die Sahara und den Sudan, ausgefUhrt im Auftrag der 
Deutschen Afrikanischen G rdlschaft.” 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

•Bulletin dt la SociHe d'Anthropologic de Par is , tome vi. 
fasc. I, 1883.—Presidential address.—Conditions to be ob¬ 
served by the competitors fn the annual “Godart Prize’* 
of 500 francs founded in 1S62; and for the “Broca Prize” 
of 1500 francs for the best memoir on a question of hnman 
or comparative anatomy, or of physiology referring to an¬ 
thropology. This prize was founded by Madame Broca in 
1881, and is biennial.—Report by M. Pozzi of a highly orna¬ 
mented so-called medical pipe, found in an ancient mound in 
Kentucky. This fine specimen of the workmanship of the pre¬ 
historic mound-builders of the New World is identical with 
those found in California, and supposed to have been used for 
producing blbters and moxas.—M. Ball described the post¬ 
mortem appearances of the brain of the Batignolles cretin, whose 
abnormal condition had been brought to the notice of the 
Society last year.—On social instinct, by Dr. Trat.—On sup¬ 
posed human imprints found in clay beds at Carson in Nevada, 
by Dr. W. Hoffman.—An interesting paper on the superstitions 
and Faith in sorcery still persisting in South Italy, by M. Mart- 
court—On an anomaly of the brachial bicepvS, by M. G. Herv^.— 
On M. Hamy’s Case of anthropometric instruments, approved of 
by the Society, for the use of travellers engaged in Anthropo¬ 
logical determinations.—A case of hydrocephalus in a child of 
ten years, by Dr. de Grandmont, considered specially in refer¬ 
ence to the ophthalmic lesions associated w ith this condition, 
and their probable joint dependence among other causes on too 
near relationship between the parents, as intermarriage between 
first cousins of degenerate constitution.—The reproduction in 
man of a simian muscle, the scalenus intermedins of the anthro¬ 
poid apes, by Dr. Testut.—Observations on polyandry in Kouloo 
and Ladak, by M. Ujfalvy, based on personal investigations 
during his travels in the Western Himalayas. In Kouloo 
polyandry and polygamy subsist side by side; in Ladak with 
similar physical and econoinicconditions,polygamy, which necessi¬ 
tates a certain degree of material prosperity, is less frequent 
The prevalence of polyandry among savage tribes in ancient 
times, and the organisation of matriarchy, or maternal supremacy, 
in tribal and domestic rule, were considered by M, Rousselet in tbe 
discussion which followed the reading of M. Ujfalvy’s important 
communication.— A discussion on the anthropological study of 
the crania of great criminals, chiefly in reference to the connec¬ 
tion of criminality with any fixed cranial malformation, by M. 
Manouvriet.—Considerations of the nature of the arterial sulci 
of the encephalon in man, by M. Dam!0.—-On the development 
of the human skeleton, by M. de Merjkowsky, with special 


reference to the emHryological affinities ^between tile higher and 
lower animals, the author belie ving that in the human foetus we 
have a reproduction of a simian firm, which gives support to 
the theory of development as applied to man.— An anomalous 
formation of the first rib, by M. G. Herve.—On the brain of an 
insane person, by M, Rey, in which the frontal and antero¬ 
posterior circumvolutions were extraordinarily developed, to¬ 
gether with an excessive weight of the brain.—On a successful 
attempt to inoculate a monkey with matter taken from an 
indurated chancre, by M. Pozzi.—On the substance used by the 
North American Indians to poison their arrows, by Dr. 
Hoffman. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

London 

Geological Society, June 20.—J. W. Hulke, F.R.S., pre¬ 
sident, in the chair.—Henry Yorke Lyell Brown, Edward St F. 
Moore, John Henry Nichols, and Henry Parker, were elected 
Fellows, and Baron F. von Richthofen, of Berlin, a foreign 
correspondent of the Society -—The following communications 
were read On the discovery of Ovibos mesekatus in the forest 
bed, and its range in space and time, by Prof. W, Boyd Dawkins, 
F.R.S. The specimen described by the author formed part of 
the collection of the late Rev. F. Buxton, and was obtained by a 
fisherman from the forest-bed of Trimingham, four miles from 
CromeT. The edges afe sharp, and the red matrix adhered in 
places, so that the author regards its geological position os satis¬ 
factorily established. It is the posterior half of the upper surface 
of the skull of an adult female Ovibos moschatus. The author 
describes the range in space and time of this animal, mentioning 
the different instances in which its remains have been found in 
Britain. These are, in some cases, undoubtedly post-glacial ; 
but he inclines to consider the lower brick-earth of the Thames 
Valley, where the musk-sheep has been found at Crayford, as 
anterior to ihe boulder clay, which occupies the district to the 
north. This deposit at Trimingham. however, is certainly pre¬ 
glacial, and so Ovibos moschatus belongs to a fauna which 
arrived in our country prior to the extreme refrigeration of climate 
which characterised the glacial epoch, and afterwards retreated 
northwards to its present haunts, showing, with other evidence, 
that this epoch did not form a hard and fast barrier between two 
famm.—-On the relative age of some valleys in Lincolnshire, by 
A. J. Jukes-Browne, B.A.—On the section at Hordwell cliffs, 
from the top of the Lower Hcadon to the base of the Upper 
Bagshot Sands, by the late E. B. Tawney, M.A., and H. Keep¬ 
ing, of the Wood wardian Museum. Communicated by the Rev. 
Osmond Fisher, M.A, The authors, after a brief sketch of the 
literature of the subject and of the method which they 
have adopted in measuring the beds in the Hordwell section, 
passed on to describe these, viz. the freshwater Lower Headon 
series, and the so-called Upper Bagshot Sands of the Geological 
Survey. They make the whole thickness of the former SjJ 
feet. The bed numbered thirty-two in their section they 
identified with the Howledge limestone on the other side Of tbe 
Solent. It is almost the highest seen in the section, and under¬ 
lies the true Middle Headon which is now no longer exposed. 
The authors pointed out that In their opinion the late Mar¬ 
chioness of Hastings and Dr, Wright have somewhat misappre¬ 
hended the position of these several beds. Details were then 
given of the remainder of the section, and comparisons made 
with the details published by former authors; after which the 
authors described the underlying estuarine series, or Upper Sag- 
shot Sands, which has a thickness of x74 feet.—On some new 
or imperfectly known Madreporaria from the Corat Rag and 
Portland Oolite of the counties of Wilts, Oxford, Cambridge, 
and York, by R. F. Tomes, F.G.S.—The geology of McSte 
Sorama and Vesuvius, being a study in vulc&nology, by H. J. 
Johnston-Lavis, F.G.S. The author, after referring to the Wat 
amount of literature which has appeared dealing with the same 
subject, stated that his object was to Jay before the Society tilt 
results of his personal observations. Die external form and 
general features of Monte Sotnma Having been described, the 
origin of the present condition of the volcano was discussed in * 
some detail, and tbe geological structure of the mountain and of 
the surrounding plain, as revealed fay well-sections* was carefully 
considered. As the result of his observations fhe author believes 
that be is able to define eight successive phases in fhe history of’ 
the volcano; and the events which took pmw during these sew; ; 
rtl periods, with the products of the eruption during each, 
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disttttted In details The earliest certainly recognised phase in 
the history of the mountain was distinguished by chronic activity 
exhibited in outflows of lava and the ejection of scoria and ash. 
Possibly* however, ft still earlier and paroxysmal stage is Indi¬ 
cated by some of the phenomena described. Phase 11 , was a 
period of inactivity and denudation, [which was brought to a 
close by the violent paroxysms of Phase III., followed by the 
chronic activity of Phase IV. Phase V. marks the return of a 
period of inactivity and denudation, which was again followed 
by the paroxysms of Phase VI. and the less violent outbursts of 
Phase VII, 1 the last subsiding into the chronic activity which is 
the characteristic of Phase VIII., the modern period of the his¬ 
tory of the volcano. The products of each of these periods of 
eruption were described in great detail. The eruptive pheno¬ 
mena which are illustrated by these studies of Somma and Vesu¬ 
vius were then considered, together with the nature and result 
of the denudation which alternated with eruptive action in 
originating the present form of the mountain. The paper con¬ 
cluded with a statement of fifty propositions on the subject of 
vulcanology which appear to the authrr to be established by the 
studies detailed in the paper, —Note on “ cone-in-cone w structure, 
by John Young, F.G.S.—A geological sketch of Quidong, 
Manaro, Australia, by Alfred Morris, F.G.S. 

Anthropological Institute, June 12.—Prof. Flower, F.R.S., 
president, in the chair.—Dr, E. B. Tylor, F.R.S., read a paper 
on old Scandinavian civilisation among the modern Esquimaux. 
Amongst other evidences of contact with European civilisation, 
the author made particular mention of the lamps used by the 
Esquimaux for cooking and for warming their dwellings : one of 
these primitive-looking lamps was exhibited by Dr. John Rae, 
F.R.S. ; it consists of a flat semicircular dish of steatite or pot- 
stone about iS inches in diameter and 2} inches deep, with 
slightly sloping sides ; in it the natives burn oil, using for wick 
fragments of sphagnum arranged along the edge of the lamp. 
Dr. Tylor considered that the metal lamps used in the south of 
Europe, and some of those used in Scotland at the present day, 
were exactly the same in principle as these Esquimaux lamps, 
and that they must all have been developed from the same original 
idea.—The director read a communication from Mr. J. H. 
Rivett-Camac, describing some paleolithic stone implements 
found by himself and Mr. J, Cockburn in Banda, a hilly district 
of the North-Western Provinces of India. Specimens of these 
implements were exhibited, presented by Mr. Rivett-Carnac to 
the Institute, — Dr. E. B. Tylor read a paper by Mr. A. W. 
Howitt, on Australian beliefs, 

June 19.—A special meeting was held at Piccadilly Hall, by 
invitation of Mr. Ribeiro, to view the Botocudo Indians brought 
over by him to this country. Mr. Hyde Clarke, vice-president, 
was in the ebair, and Mr. A. H. Keane read a paper on the 
Botocudoi. Mr. Ribeiro presented the Institute with a small 
collection of typical Botocudo weapons* 

June26.—Prof. Flower, F.R.S., t resident, in the chair.—The 
election of Ernest G. Ravenstein was announced. —Mr. Worthing¬ 
ton G, Smith exhibited a collection of paleolithic implements from 
Leytoh and Walthamstow.—Mr. R. B. White rem a paper on 
the aboriginal races of the north-western provinces of South 
America* This paper referred to a strip of country about 600 
wiles in length by from 100 to 250 in width, bounded on the west 
by the Pacific Ocean, and extending from one degree north latitude 
to the eighth parallel. It is now embraced by the States of Cauca 
and AntToquia, two of the nine states of the Columbia Union, 
which was formerly called New Granada.—Mr. J, Park Harrison 
read a paper on the relative length of the first three toes of the 
human foot The author adduced evidence to show (1) that a 
lougeecond toe was a racial characteristic existing at the present 
day In F&ypt (according to Pruner Bey), South-west Africa, and 
many of Use Pacific Islands, including Tahiti. It appears also 
to have prevailed amongst the ancient Peruvians and Etruscans; 
( 2 ) wen met with in Europeans, excepting perhaps in Italy, it 
may be attributed mainly to narrow shoes,hut sometimes to mix¬ 
ture of blood; (3) Mr. Harrison had ascertained by measure¬ 
ment* that a second toe even slightly longer than the first was 
‘“JtM generally supposed, common in statues of the best period 
or Greek art, nor in accordance with the rules laid down in 
eiashiAii’s lectures at the Royal Academy; (4) unfortunately the 
pmlwrity wps being perpetuated by cans of the feet of Roman 
or Graco-Rmoan statues, which in some cases, as for instance 
ihe left foot of the Farneae Apollo, were modem restore- 
«pM # Travellers were asked to observe the respective lengths 
of %.totainfcrelgtt countries and especially in Italy. 


Edinburgh 

Mathematical Society, July 13.—Mr. T. S. Mackey, presi¬ 
dent, In the chair.—Prof* C. G. Knott read a paper on quater¬ 
nions, and Mr. D. Munn one on radical axes and centres of 
similitude. 

Sydney 

Linnean Society of New South Wales, May 30.—Rev. 
J. E. Teuison-Woods, F.L.S., vice-president, iu the chair. 
—The following papers were read ;—Notes on a lower jaw of 
Palorchestes A Me/, by Charles W. De Vis, B.A.—Synonymy of 
Australian and Polynesian land and marine molluscs, by John 
Brazier, C.M.Z.S.—On some Mesozoic fossils from Central 
Australia, by the Rev, J. E, Tenisou-Woods, F.G.S. The 
author describes the nature of the deposit from qualitative 
analysis and microscopic examination, noticing the occurrence of 
various fossils too imperfect for specific identification. The 
author describes also the two new species, Trigonia mesembria, 
a clearly Cretaceous form of the section 11 Glabrae," and Picttn 
psila x which the uuthor considers may only be a variety of P. 
sociality Moore. He also described a Belemnites t probably B, 
australis^ Phillips, of a very aberrant type of the section 
“Hastati.” In conclusion, he considered that, as many of 
Moore's Wollumbilla (Jurassic) fossils were found in this forma¬ 
tion, there was either a confusion of type, or that the Wollum- 
billa beds were part of the low er Cretaceous formation of Central 
and North-East Australia.—Contribution to a knowledge of the 
fishes of New Guinea (No. 4), by William Macleay, F.L.S. 
One hundred and thirty species of fishes are here recorded, 
chiefly from the extreme south-east of New Guinea, making, 
with those enumerated in the three previous paper*, 409 species 
iu all, collected by Mr. Goldie on tne island. One new genus 
(Tctracentnnn) and 33 new species are described, chiefly from 
fresh water.—A second half-century of plants new to South 
Queensland, by the Rev. B. Scortechini, F.L.S. The author 
enumerates 50 plants not previously quoted from Southern 
Queensland, and either belonging to the tropical flora of 
Northern Australia, or indigenous to the southern and temperate 
portions of the continent. He also notices some of the changes 
of nomenclature resulting from the fusion of the genera Pitheco - 
labium % Calliandra, and EnUrolobinm with Albizza , 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, July 16.—M. Blanchard, president, 
in the chair.—On the whirlwinds of dust observed by Colonel 
Prejevalsky in Central Asia, by M, Faye. Like those of Mexico, 
India, and the Sahara these sandstorms are shown to have the 
same origin and mechanical action as the tornadoes of the 
United States and all waterspouts. They are all alike spiral 
movements descending with vertical axis and invariably moving 
horizontally nearly In a straight line. The popular belief that 
the dust on larfd and water at sea ascends from the surface to the 
higher regions is due to an optical illusion.—Active or dynamic 
resistance of solids. Graphic representation of the laws of 
longitudinal thrust applied to one end of a prismatic rod, the 
other end of which is fixed, by MM, de Saint-Venant and 
Flamant.—On the cause of death in the case of freshwater ani¬ 
mals plunged into salt water and vie* versd , by M. Paul Bert. 
In the case of freshwater animals the fatal effect is caused by the 
action of chloride of sodium, a conclusion already arrived at by 
M. de V&rigny. In the opposite case death is caused by tbe 
absence of chloride of sodium, which it is found impossible to 
replace either by salts of soda or of magnesia, by glycerine, 
sugar, or any other substances calculated to give fresh water the 
consistency of the marine liquid. Several interesting attempts 
at acclimatisation are described.—On the puna, or “moun¬ 
tain sickness,” experienced by travellers at great altitude , 
by M, A. d'Abbadie, The symptoms are fully described, 
but M. P* Bert enters a protest against some of the suggested 
remedies, especially blood-letting,—On some of the results 
already obtained by the submarine explorations of the Talisman , 
by M. A. Gaudry* Amongst these results are several new 
species of mollusks, sponges, and Crustacea.—On the separation 
of gallium from various substances (continued); separation from 
molybdenum, hy M. Lecoqde Boisbaudran.—A fresh contribu¬ 
tion to the study of intra-vascular sanguineous concretions, by 
M. G, Hayem.—Brief description Of an electric indicator (one 
illustration), by M* J. Cauderay.—On the observation made by 
M. Gonnerfat of foe great comet of ifiSa (one illustration), by M. 
Ch, Andnb—On the changes produced in the duration of the 
Julian year by the variations of the quantities on which this 
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duration depends, by M, A. Gaiilot.—On the longitudinal im¬ 
pact of a prismatic rod fixed at one end and acted on at the other, 
by M. J. Boussinesq.—Remarks on the calculus of a definite 
Integral, by M. R. Radau,—On surfaces*of the third order, by 
M. C, be Paige,—On a new theorem of dynamic electricity, by 
M. L. Th^venin.—On the currents of emersion and the move¬ 
ment of a metal in a liquid and currents of emersion, by M. 
Krouchkoll,—A new pile made of oxide of copper, described by 
MM, F. de Lalande aud G # Chaperon.—On the density of 
liquid oxygen, by M. S. Wroblewski,—The salts of protoxide 
of gold, by M. Ad. Carnot.—On the alcoholate of barytwn, by 
M. de Forcrand,—The notion of aldehyde on propylglycol, by 
M. Amftud de Gram mt.*— Re searches on the extraction of cin- 
chonamine, byM. Arnnud,—On a new glycerine, “Mesitplenic 
Glycerine ,” C tf TI 8 (CH n .OH)j l by M. A. Colson.—On coal as a 
heat-generator and on the conversion of its azote into ammonia, 
by M. Scheurer-Kestner.—A contribution to the history of the 
development of the heart (four illustrations), by M. Vulpian.— 
A comparative study of echimxlerms : on the organisation of 
criuoid'S byM. Edm, Perrier,—On the structure and texture of 
the spleen in the common eel, by M. C. Phisalix. — Physiological 
researches on the secretion of the Morren gbnds in the 
earthworm, by M. Cb. Robinet.—Researches on the structure of 
the breathing apparatus in cephalopoda, by M. P. Gorod.— 
Changes and migrations of plant lice. Complete bio logic .d 
evolution of the Tetranenra ulmi, by M. J. Lichtenstein,—On 
the colouring function of the Droscra rvtundifoIia % by M. P. 
Duchartre.—On the physiological part played by the undula¬ 
tions of the lateral walls of the epidermis, by M, J. Vesque.— 
Cloudiness at Bourges, with meteorological tables of observa¬ 
tions from 1867 to 1881, by M. Ilervii Mangon.—On the culture 
of quinquinas in Bolivia, and on some other agricultural pro¬ 
ducts of that country, by M. Sace. 

Berlin I 

Physiological Society, July 13.—Dr. Martius spoke on 
the nature of the heart’s systole, more particularly as to whether 
it was a simple or a tetanic contraction of the heart’s muscle. 
For some time many experiments have been made on this 
subject with the neuromuscular apparatus, but no secondary 
tetanus having been produced by tne application of this physio¬ 
logical electroscope, it was concluded that the systole was no 
tetanic but a merely simple contraction. It was, however soon 
observed that other contractions, unquestionably tetanic, such as 
the voluntary tetanus, the strychnine tetanus, &c., generated no 
secondary tetanus, or at all events not in every case. The ab¬ 
sence of secondary tetanus In the case of the Heart’s systole was 
therefore no conclusive proof of the simple nature of this con¬ 
traction. Dr. Martius accordingly sought a more decisive 
means of settling the question, through the aid, namely, of 
the capillary electrometer, having first, however, made sure of 
the capability of the instrument he employed to follow with 
ease and certainty undulations of current of much greater 
frequency than occur in the case of the natural tetanus and 
reaching as high as forty per second. The capillary electro¬ 
meter having then, by means of two needles thrust into a 
normal rabbit's heart in situ , been circularly closed, it was 
fouud that each systole responded by a merely simple displace¬ 
ment of the meniscus. The systole was consequently deter¬ 
mined to be no tetanic but a purely simple contraction. Dr. 
Martius farther described the following method towards an exact 
enumeration of very frequent vibrations of the capillary electro¬ 
meter, which to the eye present merely the vanishing rim of 
the quicksilver cup. Let one fasten to the lever of a ebrono- 
metrlc electromagnetic tuning-fork, instead of the pencil, a 
square piece of paper performing a known high number of 
movements per second. The square piece of paper will 
then appear to stand still and to have a gray border on 
it-i upper and under side. Let one next place this gray 
border between the ocular of the microscope and the meniscus 
of the capillary electrometer. Does the meniscus make just 
as many movements per second as the square piece of 
paper, the quicksilver cup will appear to stand stfll. Does, 
however, the number of movements not tally, the difference 
v etween the two will then be apparent and tasily counted* and 
the number of movements on the part of the paper being known, 
the actual number of the movements of the quicksilver is also 
determined.— Prof. Kronecker gave a report on the experiments 
made by Dr. Jostrebow as to the mode, rhythmtw, and innerva¬ 
tion of the movements of the vagina of rabbits.—-These communi¬ 
cations were at the dose illustrated by demonstrations. 


Vienna 

Imperial Academy of Sciences, May 4.— R, Maly 
and R. Andreaacb, studies on caffeine and theobromine (fifth 
paper).—A. K. Reibensobuh, on methyl-biguantdine and its 
compounds. — F. Emich, on ethyl-biguanidine and its com¬ 
pounds ; contributions to a knowledge of biguanidine.—W, 
fiiedennaim, on the excitability of the spinal cord.—T. Gerst, 
on the method of determining the orbit from three complete 
observations.—St. Wolyncervicx, on the determination of the 
orbit of the Isabella planet (210).—S. Wroblewski and K. 
Olszewski, on the liquefaction of nitrogen and carbon monoxide. 
—M. Neumaycr, on climatic zones during Jurassic fthd Cre¬ 
taceous epochs.—T. F, Wolfoauer, on the chemical composition 
of the water of the Danube near Vienna in the year 1878.—E, 
von FlcischJ, on the distribution of the fibres of the optic nerve 
over the cones of the human retina. 

May 10.—C. von Ettingshausen, contribution to knowledge of 
Tertiary .flora of Sumatra.—Dr. Steir, to the morphology and 
systematica of cubnian and carbon flora,—F. Anton, definitive 
determination of the orbit and ephemeris of the ftertka planet 
(154).— Zd, Skraup and A. Cobenzl, on two chmoline base , 
napiithocbinolines, formed of naphthylamlnes. 

May 25.—A. Adam Riewicx, on the theory of brain-pressure 
and on the pathology of brain-compression,—-A. Dribovier, 
report on prophylaxis and therapeutics of typhus.—T„ KAcbler 
andF. V. Spitrer, on the formation of isomeric camphor bibro 
midts.—G. Niederist, on Reichenhach's picamar. 

May 30.—Anniversary meeting.—The meeting was opened 
by the substitute of the Curator, Herr von Schmerling.—An 
address was given by Prof. Zeiss berg, of the Historical Class of 
the Academy, on the youth of Archduke Charles.—The reports 
of the past year were read by the General Secretary, Prof. 
Siegel, and the Secretary of the Mathematical Class, Profi 
Stefan. Then the obituary notes on the members deceased 
during the past year were read by the secretaries.—In the 
Mathematical Class Prof. Senhofer (Innsbruck) was elected 
member, E. Mojsisuwlca (Vienna), corresponding member. Prof. 
Richard Owen (London), W. E. Weber (Gottingen) were 
elected honorary members, Julios Schmidt (Athens), Hermmm 
von Abich (St. Petersburg), Prof. Ferdinand Zirkel (Leiprie), 
foreign correspondents.—Tne Baumgartner prize was awarded 
to Carl Exner for his paper on the scintillation of stars, and the 
Lieben prize to V. R, Ebner (Gnvtz), for his experiments on the 
causes of anisotropfctn of organic substances. 


CONTENTS Page 

Zoology at the Fisheries Exhibition, 1 .4 . . • - 289 

Precautions against Cholera.291 

The Life of Edward Henry Palmer. By Prof. W. 

Robertson Smith.292 

Ants and their Ways. By Alfred R. Wallace . 293 

Letters to the Editor:— 

The Matter of Space.—Prof. A. 9 . Herachel (WUh 

Diagram) .. 294 

On Lord Rayleigh’s Dark Plane,—Prof. Oliver jf* 

Lodge ( With Diagram ).v 297 

Antiheho*.— Dr. Henry MacCormac, , . . 299 

Disease of Potatoes.—Worthington O. Smith . . 299 
11 Waking Impressions.'*—Mrs. E, Hubbard . . 299 

A Remarkable Form of Cloud.—B. J. Hopkins. . 299 

Triple Rainbow. —R. P. Greg .. 309 

A Remarkable Meteor.—B, G. Jenkins .... 300 
The Function of the Sound-Pont in the Violin —R. 

Howson.. . * 300 

Sand.—J. G. Waller.305 

On Mounting and Photographing Microscopic 
Objects (With Diagrams) . . * . . .*-• . 300 

On the Old Calendars of the Icelanders. By Herr 

Oeelmuyden. *303 

The Orfe, a Fish Recently Acclimatised in England 304 
Snow and Ice Flora, By Mrs. Mary P* Memfietd 364 
Notes v / 305 

Our Astronomical Column:— 

The Ellipticity of Uranus ......... jog 

Physical Notes , $ 9 $: 

Geographical Notes ........... §09 

Scientific Serials ............ |W, 

Societies and Academies. $K» 


















NA TURE 


313 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 1883 


ZOO LOG Y AT THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION ' 
II ,—Notes on the Vertebral a 

T the request of the editor of Nature I have drawn 
up this very general report on the Vertebrate | 
animals now exhibited in the natural history sections of | 
the different Courts at the International Fisheries Exhi¬ 
bition. In its compilation I have principally used the 
notes taken during a month’s pretty close attendance at 
the great piscatorial show in South Kensington, and 
whilst doing work on the two special juries who had to 
examine and report on such collections. The space and 
time conceded preclude entirely anything like a detailed 
account even of this small portion of the rich and varied 
exhibit, whilst on the other hand books of reference could 
not be consulted, and strict nomenclature and systematic 
arrangement must be partly sacrificed. I shall, however, 
be content if I succeed in giving a fair general account 
of this special part of the Fisheries Exhibition, which 
cannot but interest many of the readers of this periodical 
to whom the sight of the exhibits themselves, some of 
very great interest, is not possible. 1 may also add that 
to my knowledge one group, that of Birds, will be the 
subject of a special article, to be published shortly in a 
special journal by one of our leading ornithologists, whilst 
on the other hand the Cetacea and Pinnipeda will be 
reported on in the jurors’ reports by such distinguished 
specialists as Prof. Flower and Mr, Clark. I do not 
know whether any special report on the all-iinportant and 
largely represented group of Fishes be imminent; I fear 
not; but as several highly competent ichthyologists have 
carefully gone over such collections in the Exhibition, I 
trust that so important a subject will also be laid before 
the scientific world by a competent reporter. 

Before commencing my special task, and before taking 
the reader through the Vertebrate collections in the Interna¬ 
tional Fisheries Exhibition, for which purpose I consider 
preferable a zoological to a geographical arrangement, I 
shall say a few words on the relative importance of the ex¬ 
hibits, in this section contributed by different countries. Be¬ 
sides Great Britain and her dependencieSjColonicSjand pos¬ 
sessions, such as the Isle of Man, Heligoland, Canada and 
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, British Columbia, the Baha¬ 
mas, Jamaica, New South Wales,Tasmania, India, Ceylon, 
and the Straits Settlements, the folio wing foreign countries 
have contributed to the Fisheries Exhibition ; France 
(not officially), Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany (not 
officially), Denmark (not officially), Sweden and Norway, 
Russia, Austria and Hungary, Italy (not officially), 
Greece, Spain, Switzerland, the United States, Chili, 
Venezuela, Haiti, China, Japan, Morocco, and Hawaii. 
Of these, however, nearly a third, viz. France, Germany, 
Italy, Venezuela, Haiti, Morocco, Japan, and Hawaii 
have no exhibit to call for our attention, while another 
third show so little, and that of so small a value that they 
hardly deserve a passing notice. In the richness, value, 
end beauty of the Vertebrata exhibited, the foreign 
Autries who compete for the palm are Sweden and the 
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United States of America, far above all the rest in this 
respect. Great Britain is, on the other hand, singularly 
defective, none of her great public institutions having 
taken any part in the competition; this may be partly 
accounted for by the close proximity of the Buckland 
Collection of Economic Fishery, adjoining the Fisheries 
Exhibition, while not much further is the new Natural 
History Museum in the Cromwell Road, and in this case 
it is much to be regretted that, at a time when many inte¬ 
rested in fish and ichthyology have been attracted from 
afar by the Fisheries Exhibition, the zoological collections, 
and more especially the ichthyological ones, are not in a 
condition to be open to public inspection. However, if 
Great Britain is, with a single exception, meagrely repre¬ 
sented by a few private exhibits in the Vertebrate cohee- 
tions, it is not so with some of her colonies and 
possessions, and the Courts occupied by the exhibits of 
New South Wales, Tasmania, and India are rich in 
specimens of much interest and great scientific value, 
while the Dominion of Canada is (in respect of Verte¬ 
brates) not far behind them. 

The mammals ought in this case to be divided into two 
groups, those which are fished and those which fish, but 
I prefer to classify them scientifically rather than popu¬ 
larly. Carnivora mostly belong, when aquatic, to the 
latter group ; amongst the more abundant are of course 
the otters, and especially our European kind, of which 
many specimens are in the British Natural History 
Gallery ; Canada, India, and Chili show specimens of 
those belonging to their waters, and I was pleased to see 
in the latter Court fine specimens of my old friend Lutra 
fetina, whose marine habits and agility amongst the kelp- 
beds of Western Patagonia I witnessed many a time. 
A few Polar bears are also shown, a very large and 
fine specimen being in the Russian Court; while 
Musteline Carnivora of more or less fishing propensities 
are to be seen amongst the Canadian exhibits. Seals 
and Otaria form of course a prominent feature in 
the Exhibition ; foremost in beauty and rarity is no doubt 
Histriophocu fas data of the Behring Sea ; the Vega ex¬ 
hibit shows a skull and a rather inflated and dilapidated 
skin, whilst a magnificent specimen is exhibited by the 
National Museum, Washington ; these are, I believe, the 
first specimens of that rare mammal ever seen in this 
country. Some good specimens of Cys(ophora t Ph . bar - 
bata, Ph. grcenlandica , Ph. gryphus , are to be seen in 
the Canadian and Newfoundland exhibits, the latter be¬ 
longing mostly, I am told, to the Liverpool Museum. 
Tasmania shows a splendid specimen of Stenorkynchus 
leptonyx . A large but badly mounted walrus is in the 
British gallery ; but the enormous tusks and cranium and 
the life-like head of the Pacific species (T. obesus), of 
whose specific distinctness I should however greatly doubt, 
call for special attention in the United States department; 
the very beautiful sketches from life of those unwieldy 
creatures and of the agile fur seals, drawn by Mr. Elliott 
in the Pribyiov Islands, deserve much praise. The Otariat 
are represented by a fine group of O . ursina and 
the principal source of the sealskin industry, in the United 
States exhibit, mounted very beautifully indeed j an in¬ 
teresting group of Aretocephalus duereus is conspicuous 
in the New South Wales Court, in which is a young speci¬ 
men of what appears to be a distinct species ; Chili has 
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several interesting specimens of an Otaria from Juan 
Fernandez, a true Loboa dospelos } which might be the 
rare Otaria Pkitippii * . 

The strange and uncouth Sirenia are represented by a 
grand specimen, one of the principal attractions to every 
naturalist in the entire Exhibition, the nearly complete 
skeleton of a Rkytina Stelleri, which, with other bones of 
that most interesting creature is exhibited by Baron 
Nordenskjold, one of the many grand results of the 
Vega expedition ; the National Museum of Washington 
shows a very fine skull of that peculiar, rare, and extinct 
Sirenoid. Very interesting, and more noticed by the 
general public, are the two fine mounted specimens, male 
and female, of the Dugong ( Halicore australis ), exhibited 
by the Australian Museum of Sydney. 

The Cetacea contribute an important portion of the 
Vertebrate series, and now and then afford instruction of 
a novel and rather startling nature ; thus the large 
skeleton of Balcenoptera musculus , covered with luminous 
paint and set up in the Garden, shows some remark¬ 
able innovations in practical osteology, the natural 
asymmetry of the skeleton of these creatures is most 
vividly exaggerated, and we are shown various of the larger 
paired bones curiously displaced from right to left, and 
vice versdj but this'is not all, we are told that the whale 
before us, which by the way was noticed by no Less a man 
than Prof. Flower, when cast upon these shores, is the 
Greenland Whale (Bai&na my slicetus) f and the large 
label thus headed further informs us that it grows to be 
75 feet long, swims at the rate of four miles an hour, and 
possesses a tongue so thick and fleshy, that when the 
mouth is closed it envelops the upper jaw and all the 
horny lamina? (baleen plates) along it! Not far off a Berlin 
dealer in whalebone, Isaac Mann, shows a fine series of 
baleen plates belonging to several species, but he startles 
us with the announcement in large letters that “the 
whale can grow to the length of 200 feet, reach the age of 
jooo years, the weight of 20 tons, and is therefore the 
■largest of known fishes.” But from the comical and 
amusing, let us return to more serious and interesting 
matter; amongst the mounted and entire specimens of 
Cetaceia exhibited, I may mention the large and beautiful 
Orca gladiator , which forms a prominent feature in the 
Swedish Court, five young and foetal porpoises preserved 
in alcohol, shown by the Gothenburg Museum, and by the 
Norwegians; the large Beluga in the Canadian exhibit, 
less life-like, however, than the beautiful cast of the same 
species shown by the National Museum of the United 
States; special notice ought to be taken of the rare 
Orcat/a brevirostris from Singapore, in the Straits 
Settlements exhibit* Skeletons and crania of Cetaceans 
.are more numerous, and for the high scientific value and 
beauty of specimens exhibited Sweden has in this respect 
by far the highest rank; the complete skeletons of Orca 
Esc/tricAtii, Hyperoodon diodon ) and Mesoplodon bidens, 
will be examined by all zoologists with pleasure and profit, 
but of more special interest is th.it of Ziphius Gervaisii\ 
This form, which differs principally from Z. cavirostis in 
the absence of the stony msorostral bone, and in the size 
and shape of the two teeth at the apex of the mandible, is 
probably the female of the latter; whilst examining again 
that most valuable specimen yesterday, 1 was grieved to 
find that some unprincipled persoa had abstracted the 
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two teeth, an act of ruthless vandalism or pseudo~scieti~ 
tific kleptomania much to be deplored and condemned. 

Birds, of course, figure largely in the British and 
foreign exhibits; they are more or less aquatic, and may 
or may not fish or otherwise prove injurious to piscatorial 
interests. It is to be hoped that the public will not take 
for granted that every bird displayed in this Exhibition is 
the fisherman's natural enemy and therefore to be ruth¬ 
lessly destroyed whenever the opportunity occurs* The 
dipper, for example, largely repays any occasional injury 
he may do to the fish spawn by destroying a vast number 
of insects which habitually feed on it. 

Amongst the notable exhibits in this series in the 
British section is a fine collection of British waterfowl 
very nicely mounted, shown by T. E. Gunn of Norwich, 
in which a pair of hoodies attacking a wounded widgeon 
and a pike drawing under water a female mallard are 
very effective. Mr. Burton’s collection of New Zealand 
waterfowl is also good; and especially worthy of praise 
is a set of beautiful photographs illustrating bird-life, 
and more especially the gannets on the Bass Rock and 
Fern Islands, exhibited by W. P, Carr of Berwick. India, 
Australia, and the United States show a fair exhibit of 
their waterfowl, especially Anatidae, Ardeidae, Laridae, 
Procellaridae, and Sphemscidas ; but by far the most im¬ 
portant exhibits in this class are the rare Arctic birds 
from the Behring Sea and Alaska in the Swedish and 
United States Courts. Ornithologists will look with un¬ 
mitigated delight on the splendid specimens of Eurino - 
rhynchus pygmaus , Co ly mb us Adamsii , and Rhodostethia 
Rosni in the Vega exhibit; and on the magnificent 
Bernicla canagica , Somateria Fiskeri , and Sonuiteria V- 
nigrurn , shown both in the Vega and in the National 
Museum of Washington exhibits; some of these species 
are seen, I believe, for the first time in this country. A 
large collection of water-birds of North America, some 
three hundred species, has besides been sent over in 
skins by the National Museum of Washington ; these, 
however, have not been exhibited for want of space. 

Reptiles contribute a small but not uninteresting series 
to the Fisheries Exhibition. Amongst the Chelonians 
the most noticeable are a fine Sphargis coriacea shown by 
the Australian Museum of Sydney; a large specimen of 
Chelonia imbricata in the Spanish exhibit from the 
Philippines; several large turtles, Emysbnd Trionyx x in the 
Indian show, where may also be seen several large croco¬ 
diles and a set of snakes, amidst which several species of 
that most difficult but interesting group the Hydrophidae, 
from Karachi. The United States National Museum 
shows some fine casts of turtles, tortoises, snakes, and 
lizards, amongst the latter a very fine one of the recently 
described poisonous lizard of Arizona {Heloderma), 

The Amphibia are represented by a complete set pf the 
North American Urodela exhibited in the United States 
section, while a few Anura lire shown by India, and in 
the Chilian Court may be seen a few more, amongst which 
is the curious Calyptocephalus Gayu 

Fish naturally contribute the larger portion of the Ver- 
tebrata exhibited ; in the British gallery may be seen a 
very great number of the common freshwater game and 
food fishes exhibited principally by anglers and by angling 
clubs, mostly mounted dry, and of Iftde or no scientific ^ 
interest. A small set of freshwater and marine British": 


NATURE 


3*5 


Am&st 2, 1883 ] 


Ashes shown by T. E. Gunn and Mr. Carr are noticeable; 
but of very great interest is the large and nearly complete 
collection of British fishes exhibited by Dr. Francis Day, 
they are of special value as being a set of types used 
by Dr, Day for his work on the fishes of Great Britain 
and Ireland at present in course of publication. A few 
interesting Mediterranean species of fish may be seen in 
the magnificent series of Invertebrata shown by Prof, 
Anton Dohrn, founder and head of the Zoological Station 
at Naples ; amongst them are two specimens of Calltony- 
mus partenopaus, Gigl., the young of Scymnus lichia 1 
Centrina Salviani , Scy Ilium stellar?, and Myliobatis 
bovina; a Fierasfer imberbis is shown in the act of 
getting into a large Holothuria f whilst a specimen of the 
rare Fierasfer dentatus is of special interest. Good skele¬ 
tons in alcohol of Ccratodus Forsteri and Ccstracion 
Philippit are exhibited by Mr. Gerard, jun., and some 
well mounted disarticulated crania of ft =h are shown by 
Mr. Moore. 

Besides a large set of the admirable casts of the more 
conspicuous of their food-fishes, and a splendid scries of 
large photographs of many typical forms of their rich 
ichthyo-fauna, the United .States (National Museum and 
Fisheries Commission of Washington, both under the 
able and energetic direction of Prof. Baird) exhibit a 
most interesting and complete series of type representa¬ 
tives of the freshwater genera of North America ; the 
series embraces 173 species, amongst which the Ganoids, 
so well represented in that region, as Amia, l^epidosteus, 
Spatularia, Scaphirhynchus , and Adpcnscr deserve special 
notice. A collection of thirty-eight nominal species of 
American Salmonoids are also exhibited, and an interest¬ 
ing set they arc; these two sets are mostly represented 
by specimens preserved in alcohol. The National Mu¬ 
seum of Washington has also sent over a fine and highly 
interesting collection of the fishes of Alaska and another 
of those of the Gulf of Mexico and East Florida, all 
alcoholic specimens, and not exhibited from want of 
space. Prof. Brown Goode kindly showed me some of 
them; the former contains about 100 species, the latter 
IS 9 - The Alaskan collection is of special interest, and 
contains many species recently described by Goode, Bean, 
and other ichthyologists. 

In the Canadian Court a numerous series of mounted 
and alcoholic fish is exhibited, mostly freshwater and 
well known food-fishes; large specimens of Salmonids, 
Clupeid®, Esocidae, Sturgeons, and Halibuts may be 
seen, and a curious Lcemargus borealis and a very large 
Orcynus ikynttus deserve notice. Some very large Cod 
may be mentioned in the Newfoundland Court, whilst on 
the other side of the equator in the new continent, Chili 
shows a collection of food-fishes, principally marine and 
from Juan Fernandez, the highly esteemed “ Peje Rey ” 
(Atkerimckihys) and Heliostes crusma, a large represen¬ 
ts df Our interesting Mediterranean species, may be 
recorded. 

Sweden shows a magnificent collection of her Salmon- 
idas, large and beautiful specimens wonderfully preserved 
in alcohol in the finest of glass jars ; an interesting series 

types and embryos and larval fish is besides shown by 
the Gothenburg Museum, but of special interest is the Vega 
collection from the Arctic seaboard. In. the Russian 
Court a good collection of mounted fish is exhibited, 


amongst which are to be noticed a large Silurus giants, a 
fine Hippoglossus ) very fine and large specimens of Lucio - 
perca sandra , an excellent food-fish, which with greater 
profit than the black bass of America might, I believe, be 
introduced into British waters; besides a fine set of the 
various species of sturgeon which abound in Russian 
waters, and lastly some good enlarged wax models illus¬ 
trating the development of Acipenser and Petromyzon . 

N orway again deserves notice as exhibiting some very 
fine specimens of rare fish preserved in alcohol or 
mounted; I may particularly mention Argentina situs , 
Argyropdecus Qlfersii , Sebastes norvegicus , with embryos 
taken alive from the female, Raja niderosiensis (the type), 
Scymnus microcephalus, and a fine Opah {Lantpris 
guttatus). 

New South Wales (the Australian Museum of Sydney) 
has one of the very best ichthyological exhibits ; besides 
very beautifully mounted specimens, and very well pre¬ 
served alcoholic ones, a set of splendid coloured drawings 
from nature and of natural size, and a large series of 
photographs of fish are exhibited. Most of the remark¬ 
able forms and of the peculiar species of the fish-fauna 
of Australia are represented. I may specially mention 
those living fossils Ccratodus and Ccstracion , both repre¬ 
sented by tsvo species, the former C. Forsteri and C. 
mi ole pis y the latter C. P hiUppii and C.galeatus; Ccratodus 
mioleptSy exhibited in a dry skin, is the companion specimen 
to the type. Amongst others of the many interesting species 
exhibited may be mentioned Gahcerdo Rayneri , Car - 
charodon Rondelctii , Crossorhinus bar bat us > Rhinobatts 
granulosus , Odontaspis taunts , Trygonorhtna fas data, 
Myliobatis australis , Rhina squatina y Temnodon sal tat or, 
the singular Glaucosotna , with its mussel-like opercular 
appendage, &c. Some of the freshwater food-fish, as 
OUgorus, Ctenolabris , and Thcrapon , are noticeable. A 
remarkable sun*fish is also exhibited ; it differs from 
our species in shape, in the size and form of the caudal 
rays, and lastly in being covered with small carinate 
horny scales, which appear to cover the osseous granula¬ 
tions of the dermis ; I am inclined to think that it differs 
from our 0 * mola , belongs to the southern hemisphere, 
and if so, might go by the name of Orthragoriscus Ram - 
sayi, as a just acknowledgment to Mr. E. P. Ramsay, 
Curator of the Australian Museum, who brought it 
over, and to whose intelligence and activity the splendid 
exhibit of the New South Wales Court is entirely due. 

Tasmania shows a collection of stuffed and alcoholic 
fishes, some very interesting. A fine Lophotes cepedianus 
deserves special notice, as also specimens of Galaxias, 
Re tropin na Richardsoniy Histiopterus rceurvirostrisy Phyl- 
lopteryx foliatus, and Pristiofhorus cirratus . 

India exhibits a very large collection of mounted and 
spirit specimens, from Madras and Bombay principally ; 
worthy of special mention are fine specimens of Histio- 
phorus gladiuSy H belotie (?), Cybium guttatus , C Kuhli, 
Caranx sansun, Megalops indicus, Drepane punctata , 
Corinemus lysan (so like our Lichia vadigo in appear¬ 
ance), Polyphemus plebejus , Thynnus thunnina, the 
beautiful Murana tessellata, Barbustor, Catla Buchananiy 
Wallago ttttUy Macrones se eng ha/a, and other peculiar 
freshwater forms ; some interesting Elasmobranchs, as 
RhynchobaHs djeddensis, Stegostoma tigri, Trygon uamak, 
and & Dicerobatitt very like the Mediterranean species. 
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Scientifically, however, the most important ichthyological 
collection exhibited in the Indian department is beyond 
doubt that shown by Dr. Day—fine specimens in alcohol 
of several hundred species illustrated in his great work, 
“The Fishes of India.” Dr. Day also exhibits a set of 
his coloured drawings of Indian fish. 

The Straits Settlements exhibit a fair sample of the 
sea fish of that region, unfortunately unnamed ; there are 
also a few freshwater fishes from Singapore. 

China has a rich and interesting collection of fish, and 
also some very good drawings of them. Unfortunately 
they also are unnamed. The fishes exhibited are princi¬ 
pally in alcohol, and come mostly from Swatow; some 
are very rare, and others appear to be new to science ; 
amongst those of some interest I may mention : Elacate 
niger, Rhynchobatis ancybstomus , Zygiena malleus , Ces- 
1 radon zebra, and some fine species of PteropUitca , 
Try go n , Raja. One fish of special importance is Polya - 
don gladius , from Tchang. 

I have now finished, and hope I have been successful 
in giving a fair general sketch of the Vertebrata shown in 
the International Fisheries Exhibition; some of the 
contributions might,-no doubt, have been better, but on 
the whole we may well be content with the opportunity thus 
given of seeing many good things. 

London, July i? Henry H. Gigliou 


STELLAR NAVIGATION 
Stellar Navigation , with Neiv A, B, and C Tables for 
Finding Latitude, Longitude, and Azimuth by Easy 
Methods. By W. H. Rosser. (Published by Norie 
and Wilson, 1883.) 

'INHERE can be no doubt that star observations, when 
A the horizon is clear and well defined, arc the best 
means by which the position of a ship at sea can be 
ascertained ; as, by altitudes of two or more stars, in 
suitable positions with regard to the observer, the latitude 
and longitude can be obtained at the same moment, 
whereas single observations^ heavenly bodies only give 
one element, and consequently it is not possible to obtain 
simultaneous observations for both elements during the 
day, unless either the moon, Venus, or Jupiter passes the 
meridian whilst the sun is above the horizon. 

It is true that when the azimuth of the sun is changing 
rapidly the latitude as well as the longitude can be 
obtained from two sets of observations, taken at a given 
interval of time, provided the alteration in the position of 
the ship, during that interval, can be accurately deter¬ 
mined ; but this supposes a knowledge, not only of the 
course and distance traversed during the interval, but 
also of the tidal stream or current affecting the ship, 
which is usually uncertain. 

Any writer or teacher, therefore, who impresses on 
navigators and students the importance of obtaining 
Star observations is deserving of piaise, for it is impos¬ 
sible to take too much precaution in ascertaining the 
position of a ship ; cloudy or foggy weather *may set in at 
iiny moment, and an opportunity lost can never be 
recovered. 

Mr, Rosser has in the Nautical Magazine drawn atten¬ 
tion to the value of Sumner's method of working out 
simultaneous observations of two or more stars, and there 
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is little doubt that it is the best, as it is the only method 
by whitfh results obtained from simultaneous observations 
of three or more heavenly bodies can be readily combined. 

It has been for years constantly used by the naval officers 
employed on surveying service, and in fact by most navi¬ 
gators, though, perhaps, they seldom take observations pi 
more than two stars at the same time. We however 
prefer three for precisely the same reason we prefer three 
to two chronometers. 

Sumner’s method may be thus briefly described. As 
at a given moment of time each heavenly body is at the 
zenith at some point on the earth’s surface, so at that 
moment circles may be described on which its altitude 
will be 8o°, 70°, 6o°, &c. If then the altitudes of two 
stars are obtained at the same instant,and the Greenwich 
time be known, the two circles of altitude may be drawn 
on the earth’s surface with the points where the stars are 
in the zenith as centres, and the point where these circles 
cut will be the position of the observers. In actual 
practice it is not necessary to draw the circles, it is merely 
necessary to be able to draw the arc of a small portion of 
each circle ; for the position of the observer being gene¬ 
rally known to within twenty miles, the arc of the circle 
of altitude on which he is situated can be readily drawn. 

The method of obtaining this arc of altitude formerly 
practised was to calculate the longitude with two latitudes, 
using the same two latitudes for each star, which gave 
four resulting longitudes; then, by plotting these four 
longitudes on the two parallels, and drawing lines joining 
the longitudes given by each star, two circles of altitude 
were obtained, which either cut in a given point, or would 
do so when produced, which point was the position of the 
observer. 

This method of calculation was however quickly dis¬ 
carded for a more simple one, where one latitude only was 
used; for as the azimuth of a heavenly body can be 
readily calculated at the same time as its hour angle, and 
he azimuth being the bearing of the place where the 
star is at the zenith from the observer, it is evident that a 
line drawn at right angles to the azimuth will be the arc 
of the circle of altitude on which the observer is situated, 
as practically the arc is, for so short a distance as twenty 
or thirty miles, a straight line. The two longitudes on one 
parallel with the azimuth enable the two arcs of altitude 
to be plotted as before. 

The importance of Sumner's method has not as yet 
been pointed out in any treatise on navigation, principally 
because since the time of Lieut. Raper, R.N., no treatise 
has been written by a practical navigator. It is true the 
method is mentioned in Riddle's “ Navigation," and was 
taught by him many years since, though not in the form 
now adopted, and we think Mr. Rosser has done good 
service by urging its importance and the importance of 
stellar navigation generally. All navigators should in our 
opinion obtain star observations every night and morning, 
during twilight, as constant practice will alone render' 
them expert in these observations, and familiar with the 
positions of the stars. 

The extra work entailed by such observations will be 
amply repaid if, when standing in towards the land, after 
three or four days'thick weather, a partial break in the 
clouds enables the expert navigato? to secure a couple s pf 
star observations which give him his pdsition and enable 
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him to direct his course with confidence towards bis point 
of destination, Whilst, however, giving Mr. Rosser credit 
for his advocacy, we cannot but regret he has thought it 
necessary to pad his pamphlet with problems which are 
in every good treatise on navigation, and with tables which 
arc either useless or are to be found in a more complete 
form elsewhere. 

In “ Stellar Navigation,” Problems I. to X. are simply 
repetitions from works already published, and wc notice 
that in the examples given of obtaining hour angle and 
azimuth (pp. 9, jo, and n), Mr. Rosser seems to be 
unaware of the existence of Raper’s tables of logarithms 
of the log. sine square. Problem XI. is an example of 
Sumner’s method, and is well explained, excepting that 
we think it far better and quite as quick a process to 
calculate the azimuth with the hour angle rather than 
refer to another set of tables. Problem XII. is what is 
called the new navigation, and is merely another, and in 
our opinion less simple, way of arriving at the same result 
as Sumner. Problem XIII., orPagel’s method, ib merely 
to obtain the position by calculation instead of by plotting 
on a chart the two circles of altitude, and as this can be 
done by two plane triangles we should hardly have thought 
it required explanation. Problem XIV., to compute the 
altitude of a heavenly body, will be found in all treatises 
on navigation. 

The Tables A and B are useless, for they are merely a 
complicated method of finding the error of longitude due 
to an error of one mile of latitude, which can be readily 
ascertained by the ordinary traverse-table. Tabic C, on 
azimuths, may be, as before stated, as readily and more 
accurately calculated at the same time as the hour angle. 
Table D is a combination of two tables invariably given 
In all treatises on navigation. 

Table I., or mean places of stars, is given in the 
Nautical Almanac, which every navigator possesses; 
Table II. is given more elaborately in Jean’s handbook 
for the stars, which every navigator should possess ; and 
Tables III. and IV. are given in the Nautical Almanac . 


THE STUDENTS MECHANICS 
The Student's Mechanics. By W. R. Browne. (London : 
C. Griffin and Co., 1883.) 

NlS work, we are told in the Preface, “ differs from 
the many previous works on the subject mainly in 
the fulness and care with which the foundations” (of 
n^echanics) (i have been considered,” and it aims at such 
a treatment of the subject that the student may apply its 
principles “ confidently in attacking questions of practical 
importance.” 

The book is characterised by a considerable amount of 
original and independent thought, especially in the earlier 
portion treating of First Principles. This is largely due 
to the definition of matter which is given:—“Matter 
consists of a collection of centres of force distributed in 
•pace, &cWe are not aware of any writer who has 
employed this hypothesis to deduce and explain the fun¬ 
damental laws of mediantcs in an elementary treatise. 
Nor does it seem to us at all well adapted to elementary 
students. It is so very important that they should see 
that mechanics depends, at every stage, in the establish- 
«f«nt of Rs fundamental laws, on experiment, and also 


that they should know what the experiments are and in 
what way they serve to establish the laws, that the 
deductive method adopted by Mr. Browne, which does 
not sufficiently exhibit this connection, would seem to be 
unsuitable for the purpose he has in view. For though 
he explicitly states, once or twice, that the science of 
mechanics rests on experimental evidence, he does not 
point out the way in which it so rests, nor where the 
necessity for experiments comes in. As a specimen of 
his purely deductive method and, at the same time, of 
poor logic, we have a proof given on p. 9 which reads 
thus :—“ We have defined a force as a cause of motion. 
Hence we see that, if a force has produced motion, it will 
be represented to us by the motion it has produced. . . . 
But motion is measured in terms 6f velocity, Hence, 
other things being equal, forces are measured by the 
velocities which they cause or generate.” By the 
expression “ other things being equal ” must be under* 
stood (Art. 30) that “ the things they act upon must be 
equal” {in what respect—of weight, volume, or. mass—is 
not stated, although, from an illustration previously given, 
we are, presumably, to infer that their weights must be 
equal). If we substitute for force, amplitude of vibration , 
and for motion generated , intensity of illumination , all 
through the above proof, the reasoning will be equally 
plausible, and the conclusion false. Of course all that 
can be inferred from the fact of force having caused 
motion, apart from experiment, would be that the velocity 
might be expressed as a function of the force. 

A possible source of much confusion to the student 
exists in the old-fashioned division of forces adopted in 
this book into statical, moving, and accelerating forces. 
The confusion will be increased by the introduction, in 
addition, of the more modern word “ acceleration.” In 
Art 348 we have / called the acceleration in the formula 
P » M/ f whilst g is called the accelerating force of 
gravity; whilst in Art. 422 the actual tractive force P 
exerted by an engine on the following train is called an 
accelerating force. 

The proof in Art. 359 is incomplete, owing to its not 
recognising'the fact that the sum of an infinite series of 
vanishing quantities may be a finite quantity. 

A valuable feature of the book is the prominence that is 
given to, and the early introduction of, the theory of the 
conservation of energy. The friction of machines is de¬ 
duced from this principle in a very simple manner. The 
theorems of statics are very clearly put before the reader, 
and much that is suggestive and valuable is contained 
in the articles on elasticity and on the action of railway- 
brakes. 

The book is one which may be read with profit by & 
student who is already familiar with elementary mecha¬ 
nics and is not liable to be confused by the peculiarities 
alluded to above, but does not seem to be adapted to 
students who approach the subject for the first time. 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

Manual of Taxidermy* A Complete Guide in Collecting 
and Preserving Birds and Mammals . By C. j. 
Maynard, Illustrated. (Boston: S. E. Cassino and 
Company, 1883 ; London : Trubner and Co.) 

This small volume of too pages of thick paper contains 
the ordinary instructions for skinning, preserving, and 
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mounting birds and mammal* r given very briefly, but 
probably vich sufficient detail to serve as a guide to be¬ 
ginners. The author appears to be a dealer in natural 
history accessories, and the book has rather the aspect of 
a trade advertisement from its recommending the almost 
exclusive use of a “ 1 preservative prepared and sold by 
the author, the composition of which he keeps secret. As 
a practical guide to English collectors in foreign countries 
it is very inferior to Mr. Ward’s Sportsman’s Hand¬ 
book,” which was reviewed in Nature last year (vol. 
xxvii. p. 1 46). A. R. W. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by kis correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of refected manuscripts , 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

[The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible. The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novel facts.] 

The Meteorological Council and Falmouth Observatory 

The Meteorological Council contemplate closing on Decem¬ 
ber 31 next the Primary Observatories at Glasgow, Armagh, 
Stonyhurst, and Falmouth, which have been in full operation 
since 1868, and continuing only those at Kew, Aberdeen, and 
Valentia. 

The Falmouth Observatory has a geographical portion which 
insures it the first record from the south, and the position of the 
instruments is considered satisfactory by scientific men. It is 
superintended and managed by the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic 
Society, who for the small sum of 250/. per annum provide suit¬ 
able buildings, an observer, assistant observer, gas, and the-other 
necessary outgoings, thus supplementing by local effort the 
Treasury grant. 

The Meteorological Office have been satisfied with the manner 
in Which the Observatory lias been managed. The accompanying 
report, which Prof. J. Couch Adams of Cambridge sent to the 
Meteorological Council at their own request, deprecates, on 
scientific grounds, the retrograde step contemplated by the 
Council, and 1 am requested by ray Committee to invite through 
you the assistance of scientific men generally to prevent the dis¬ 
continuance of so important an observatory as the one at Fal¬ 
mouth. Edward Kitto, 

Secretary to the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society 

Falmouth, July 30 

Copy of the Document submitted to the Meteorological Council by 
Trof, J. Couch Adams , F.R.S., on July 5, 1883. 

To the Members of the Meteorological Council. 

In compliance with the wish expressed by some members of 
the Council at the interview of June 27* I have great pleasure 
in explaining my view on the matter then discussed more fully 
and clearly than I was able to do vivA voce. 

1 • Fir^t I will say a few words about the relative value from 
a scientific point of view of a continuous record of meteorological 
phenomena when compared with occasional observations of the 
same phenomena. 

* In my opinion the continuous record would be in this case in¬ 
comparably the more valuable. When we know the laws of 
variation of an observed quantity, occasional observations at 
intervals which may be settled beforehand are sufficient to deter¬ 
mine all the constant quantities which enter into the expression of 
the law. On the other hand, when the law of variation is in a 
great measure or altogether unknown, as is the case with most 
meteorological phenomena, a continuous record may throw more 
light on the law or laws of variation than would be afforded by 
any amount of occasional observations. 

I have no hesitation in exposing my belief that if we ever 
attain to a knowledge of the principal laws which regulate the 
weatfier, it will be as a result from continuous records, and not 
from occasional observations. 

2. In the second place, in order to study the laws of variation 
of any particular phenomena, it is important to have continuous 
observations at different places which are not so far distant from 
each other as to make the circumstances of the phenomena at the 
different stations differ too widely from one another. 


In this way only will it be practicable to study and trace the 
progress of a wave of disturbance of any kind across a given 
country. From this point of view I do not think that seven 
stations judiciously distributed over the surface of the British 
Isle* are at all too many. Hence I should regard the proposed 
abandonment of four out of these seven stations as a retrograde 
step which*is greatly to be deprecated. 

3. In the first place I come to the circumstances which relate 
to the Falmouth Observatory in particular The unique situa¬ 
tion of Falmouth, nearly at the mouth of the English Channel, 
and considerably to the bouth-west of any of the other meteoro¬ 
logical stations w ill render continuous observations made there 
peculiarly valuable. Most of our storms and other atmospheric 
disturbances come from the south-west, and therefore they would 
first affect and be recorded by the instruments at Falmouth, 
Valentia is the only other station which can compare with Fal¬ 
mouth in this respect, and I should consider the observations at 
Falmouth more valuable, as its more southerly situation enables 
us better to trace the "progress of any disturbance across the 
southern and the central parts of England by comparison with 
other observations in those parts, while Valentia is too much to 
the north 10 answer this purpose. 

4. Next I will consider the objection which has been brought 
against further continuing these observations, viz. that they have 
already been continued for twelve years, and nothing of impor¬ 
tance has been deduced from them. Considering the compli¬ 
cated nature of the phenomena we are concerned with, It is not 
to be wondered at that little or no progress has been made in 
twelve years in unravelling their laws. Even in astronomy, if 
the fate of the Greenwich Observatory had depended on the 
results deduced during the first twelve years of its existence from 
the observations made there, the consequences to the progress of 
the science might have been disastrous. The fact that wc already 
have twelve years' continuous observations at a given place makes 
any additional observations at the same place much more valu¬ 
able. Thus twenty-four years’ continuous observations at the 
same place would be much more valuable for any theoretical 
deductions than twelve years’ observations at one place and 
other twelve years’ observations at a different place. 

5. There can be no doubt that one of the principal astronomi¬ 
cal conditions by which meteorological phenomena are affected 
consists in the varying motion of the moon in declination, and 
this again depends on the position of the moon’s node, which 
takes between eighteen and nineteen years to perform a complete 
revolution. 

Hence it would be desirable that meteorological observations 
should be continued at the same place during one or more revo¬ 
lutions of the moon's node. 

This is already well recognised to be necessary in the case of 
tidal observations. And here I may incidentally remark, though 
it does not directly affect the Meteorological Council, that Fal¬ 
mouth would be a very important station for making continuous 
observations of the tides. 

6. If the present grant were withdrawn from the Falmouth 
Observatory, the Cornwall Polytechnic Society have not the 
means of keeping it up, and the abandonment of the Observatory 
would be a heavy blow to the cultivation of meteorological 
science in Cornwall and the West of England generally, where 
there are many local stations which regard Falmouth astheir 
scientific centre. This is a matter which ought not to be indif¬ 
ferent to the Meteorological Council. No doubt it is no parfcof 
the duty of the Council to subsidise local efforts, unless indeed 
by means of such efforts the objects of the Council can be better 
and more economically carried out than would otherwise be 
done. I submit that this is the cose in the present instance. 
The difference between the expenditure at Valentia, where the 
Meteorological Office has to defray the whole cost of the esta¬ 
blishment, and the expenditure at Falmouth affords some indice- 
tion of the advantages to be derived from local efforts. 

7. Lastly, if it is absolutely necessary to reduce the expendi¬ 
ture on some branches of the work undertaken by the Meteors 
logical Office, it may be inferred from what I have already said 
that in my opinion the continuous records are almost the USt 
branch in which any reduction should take place. 

(Signed) J. C. Adams 

Determination of u Et > * 

It has occurred to me that the following notes of a rough 
determination of the value of the horizontal component of the 
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earth's magnetism, according to the method described by Mr. 
Andrew Gray (Nature, vol, xxvil p. 3a}, might not be without 
interest to some readers, as showing the amount of accuracy 
which can be obtained. The experiments were made by one of 
my students at this College about four months ago. 

The form of reflecting galvanometer which lends itself best to 
these experiments U one devised by Prof. Stuart, in which the 
needle is centrally situated between two rectangular pieces of 
wosd carrying the coils. To the sides of these, two boards can 
be easily attached by brackets, so as to be in the same plane as 
the needle, and quite horizontal, and in this position do not 
interfere with the fight falling upon or reflected from the mirror. 
The reflecting magnet is then north or south of the needle, and 
perpendicular to it. 

The magnets were made from thin knitting needles (about 
No. 19, B.W.G.), cut to the proper length, and made glass 
hard. They were made in two lengths, 8*5 and 12*5 cm., but 
the longer ones were slightly warped in hardening, and did not 
give concordant results. The scale was at a uniform distance of 
0**5 cm, from the mirror, and in reading the deflections four 
observations were made and again repeated after noting the 
times of oscillation, as described by Mr. Gray. Each of the 
deflections given below is therefore the mean of eight observa¬ 
tions. 

The following are the details of the experiments :— 


Denomination of magnet. A. B. C. 

Length .8’$ cm. ... 8*5 cm. ... 8*5 cm. 

Weight.0*6760grm. ... 0*6924grm. ... 0*6900grm. 

Time of oscillation.. 4*88 see, ... 4*71 sec, ... 476 sec. 
Deflection at 15 cun. 7*1 cm, ... 7*7 cm. ... 7*6 cm. 

„ 13 ,, 10*6 cm. ...n'5 cm. ...11*2 cm. 

From these results we obtain, by aid of the formula i— 


H 


__ /4 w’ J l % iv 

V 3 (r* + P)frMnn & 


the following values for //:— 


0*17705 

oi 76 3 5 

0*17828 

o-i7754 

0*17725 

0*17770 


Mean = 0*17736 ± 0 00048, 

showing an amount of accuracy which may, I think, be com¬ 
pared with that obtained with much more expensive and delicate 
apparatus. T. S. Humpidge 

University College of Wales, Aberystwyth, June 27 


The Lachine Aerolite 

The most remarkable fall of an aerolite that has yet been 
recorded took place at Lachine, about eight miles from Montreal, 
on Saturday, July 7, 1883. I give the following account from 
the Montreal Daily Star of July 11:— 

11 The fall of the aerolite transpired during a rain j-hower on 
the forenoon of Saturday, and there were no premonitory indi¬ 
cations to show that the air was more than usually charged with 
electricity. The person who witnessed the fall of the aerolite 
more clearly than any one else was Mrs. Popbam, wife of Mr. 

i ohn Fopbim, insurance agent Mrs. Popham was seated in 
er house up stairs sewing, when all of a sudden the apartment 
became illuminated with a blinding flash of light. Ihe lady 
instantly glanced out of the window, when to her astonishment 
she beheld a huge mass of Are descending towards the earth in 
a diagonal direction. This brilliant body had a solid nucleus 
that appeared to the eye about four feet suture, and a strange, 
indescribable noise was caused by its flight through the air. 
Simultaneously, as It seemed to Mrs. Popham, she received a 
paralysing shock that affected her from head to foot, as If the 
entire contents of a highly*charged battery had been discharged 
into her body at once. The astonishing brilliancy of the meteor 
caused a temporary loss of sight and It was fully half an hour 
before the lady could distinguish surrounding objects. When 
Mrs. Popham first beheld thefallirtg mass she fancied that it was 
about to strike the house, end is stiu of the opinion that it must 
toe passed alarmingly dose. The lady took several hours to 
recover from the shock, and when Mr- Popham returned home 


several hoOrs after he found her partially prostrated from its 
effects. 

“Mr. McNaughton, a brother of Mrs. Popham, was sitting 
down stairs reading when the flash came. He jumped up, and, 
looking out of the window under the trees towards the river, he 
plainly saw the fiery ball strike the water at a little distance 
from the shore, causing a mountainous upheaval and sending 
splashes in every direction. 

“Mr. Horace Baby also saw the glare caused by the flight 
of the meteor, although he did not actually see the body itself. 
He said that he felt a tremendous shock, and that he could feel 
the electricity oozing out of his finger-ends for some time after. 

“Mr. C. F. Davidson, Q.C., was sitting down to lunch at the 
time, and describes the crash as being tremendous. The Raw¬ 
lings family also felt the shock severely, as indeed did half the 
village. Mr. Popham’s cottage stands about seventy feet from 
the water's edge at Stony Point, and it is thought that the aerolite 
fell into the stream about twenty or thirty yards from the shore, 
in about twenty feet of water. Owing to the high winds since 
the occurrence the water has been so muddy that it has been 
in possible to locate the whereabouts of the meteor. An attempt, 
however, will shortly be made to bring it to (he surface." 

I will send further details when they come to hand. 

E. W, Claypole 

New Bloomfield, Perry Co., Pennsylvania, July 15 


Cold and Sunspots 

Your correspondent, Mr. C. J. B. Williams, is wrong in the 
statement he makes in Nature, vol. xxviii. p. 103, concerning 
the cold in California in the month of March. The month was 
the wannest March we have had for some year*'', the mean tem¬ 
perature being 3**5 above the average, and 2 °'S above the aver¬ 
age for the whole of the Pacific coast. February, on the con¬ 
trary, was a very cold month, the mean temperature being 3“6 
below the average. I believe it will be found that the mean 
temperature of a hemisphere is not affected by sunspots. That 
the seasons, however, are influenced by the state of the sun’s 
surface I have no doubt, but this only in a secondary manner. 
In a paper read before the California Academy of Sciences in 1870 
(see Proceedings, vol. iv. p. 128), I pointed out that our extreme 
seasonal climates were caused by tne prevalence of broad belts 
of north and south winds which w ould extend continuously from 
cast to west for 1500 or 2000 miles, and would blow over the 
same surface for months together, causing extreme reasons with 
temperatures above the average where the south current pre¬ 
vailed, and cold winters where there was a northerly current. 

As a general rule when there is a cold winter on the Pacific 
coast the winter in the Eastern Stntes is mild. The following 
figures taken from the U.S. Meteorological Reports wifi 
illustrate what 1 mean :— 


'Mean Temf erafure for February 1883 


Below the Average 

North Pacific States ... 
Middle Pacific region 
South Pacific region ... 


0 


~ 4’3 

- 4‘3 

- 2*1 


Above the Average 

North Atlantic States 
Middle Atlantic States 
Florida . 


+ 2*2 
xn 


Thus while on the whole of the Pacific coast the temperature 
of the whole was from 4 <> *3 to 2° 4 t below the average, on the 
Atlantic coast the temperature was from 6°*3 to 2°*2 above the 
average. 

Towards the end of February the north current that had been 
prevailing over the western regions of the continent during the 
whole of the winter shifted to the east, and this change oflongi- 
tude was accompanied by some of the worst cyclones that have 
visited the central and middle States for years. 

During the month of March, whiht we were under the regime 
of a south current, the temperature In the Eastern States was 
low, the temperature in Massachusetts for March being 7°*3 
below the average. 

My own belief is that the connection between the character of 
our seasons and sunspots will hive to be worked out through the 
influence of the sun on the regional distribution of air currents. 

San Francisco, Cab, July 3 James Blake 


Intelligence in Animate—Can a Viper Commit Suicide ? 

Having occasionally caught a viper, and kept it for a time 
in a glass case, one of the platelayers called me test Thursday 
and said “ there was a fine 1 Long Cripple ' (a local name for a 
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serpent of any kind) lying on the bank a few yards down the 
line/* I went to the place indicated, and there was a very Urge 
viper basking in the sun, but when I got near, it began to move 
away, and to prevent its escape I gently pressed a stick across it 
while I sent the man to fetch a gla^ iar to secure it in; but 
when it found its progress arrested, It tyegan in a very spiteful 
nuumer to dart its nose forward, striking tft the stick and stones 
and anything that was within its reach, but I could not see that 
it opened its mouth to make a real bite j but when it found with 
all its wriggling and twisting it was unable to free itself, it 
turned its head round upon it* elf, and about four inches from 
the head it opened its jaws and gave itself a bite, and when the 
fangs were well into tne skin, it gave an extra squeeze, os if it 
intended to make sure that the operation should be thoroughly 
and effectively performed. It then deliberately withdrew Its 
fangs, and in so doing it turned its head first one way and then 
the other, so as to withdraw one fang at a time. 

Its head then went forward, and its body ami tail became 
straight, and there lay the viper apparently lifeless, but I noticed 
a slight tremor in the skin and scales, which gradually passed 
from the head to the end of the tail. I took it up with my hand 
and placed it in the gln«s jar, and stood the jar in the window 
where the r<*ys of the ^-un were hot, and in twenty five minutes 
the viper began to show signs of life, and in an hour it was os 
lively as if nothing had happened. 

1 should be glad to know whether it has come to the know¬ 
ledge of any of the readers of Nature that any human being 
or jjny animal has died from the bite of a viper. In my 
boyhood I have known sheep being bitten in the under jaw 
near the lip, and the animal’s head has swollen very large, but 
invariably the sheep were well again when seen early on the 
following morning. 

Some twenty years ago I saw a man who hud been bitten in 
the hand by a viper, and his arm swelled and turned purple in 
places, and he was sick and faint for some hours, but he told me 
be was as Well twenty-four hours after the bite as he was before. 

R. I.ANGDON 

Silverlon Station, Cullumpton, Devon, July 28 


A Cat and a Chicken 

The account I extract below was given in a local paper dated 
May 30 last:— 

"Strang* Attachment. —A curi >us instance of the above was 
brought to our knowledge by Mr. Hibbs, of the 1 White House,* 
Swanage. A hen sitting on thirteen eggs hatched out twelve 
chickens on the 15th inst., but during her sitting four stray eggs 
had been laid in her nest, and as the eggs had not been marked 
these could not be removed. The hen with her little brood 
were not taken from the nest till two days later, when one of the 
stray eggs was found to be just bursting its shell. Mrs. Hibhs, 
in trying to assist the little stranger by removing the shell, some¬ 
what injured it, and thinking it would die, and not liking to kill 
it herself, she thought that her cat (which happened to have a 
kitten a few days* old) would make short work of it. Strange 
to say the cat commenced to remove all the shell from the 
hatching chick, and then to shelter it with her kitten ; since 
which she has carefully looked after it, and it is certainly a 
pleasing and unusual sight to *ee the little chick nestling between 
the forepaws of its foster mother with the kitten In close 
proximity. Mr. Hibbs tried to put the chicken with the rest of 
the brood* "but the cat was so uneasy until the chicken was 
rwiiprod'fo her, that Mr, Hibbs has decided to Jet her have her 
own way, and bring them up together/ 1 
I kept the paper by me, intending, if I could verify the 
incident* to send the report of it to you. But under pressure of 
Other writing it was not till a week ago that I addressed a letter 
to Mr. Ilibbs, Dost night I received from Mr. James Andrews 
of Swanage the following reply :— 

1 * Faireross, liyke Regis, Wtytnouih , July 24, 1883 
H Dear Sir, —David Hibbs of Swanage has forwarded me your 
letter of the 19th inst., asking me to reply to it. This he Juts 
done, I presume, as 1 hod put bis p aragraph to the paper a little 
into 1 shipshape* for him # 

** I am a resident at Swanage, and the bank manager there, 
and can vouch for the details of the * Strange Attachment * iust 
as recorded. I rent round at HibbsV request when the cbicxcn 
was four days old. The old cat was lying down—the kitten 
asleep—and the little chick Rolling with the cat, who would lift 
up her foreleg whenever the chick came near, to allow the chick 


[August v*£% 

to nestle under its arm, when it would close its arm around it 
in & most amusing and affectionate way, and seemed to he much 
more anxious about it than her own kitten. They begun feed¬ 
ing the little chick at the first by sprinkling sop on the hair of the 
cat, which the chick would pick off, I do not know whether 
Hibbs has replied to you as well, as he did not say, hut I hope 
the above will be sufficient.— James Andrews/* 

It is to noted that these aberrations from inherited habit— 
to which we have given the convenient name of instinct—occur 
almost invariably under the strong solvent of the maternal 
trropyfi ; but that they should occur at all points strongly towards 
the essential oneness and common origin of all life—however 
widely it may have deviated later along its ancestral lines of 
descent. Henry Cecil 

Bregner, Bournemouth, July 25 


Primaeval Man and Working-Men Student* 

1 received a letter with great pleasure a fortnight ago from 
four new correspondents, who said they were working-men of 
lHaistow who had read my notes on Primaeval Man in Nature, 
had studied the Pitt-Rivcrs collection, and wished to show me 
tbrir finds in Essex and have the North-East London position 
personally explained to them. Sunday having been mentioned 
as a convenient day, and this being approved by me, my oorre- 
spoudents (Messrs. W. H, South, Amos Herring, W. Swain, and 
Philip Thornhill) came here on Sunday morning, July 29, The 
stones brought were of great interest, mostly belonging to the Essex 
positions published by me. One example was a superb, rather 
large, wedge-shaped, pointed, slightly abraded, and ochreous 
implement found at Leyton ; two were from Plaistow, a locality 
almost unrepresented in collections ; one fr.jm West Ham, and 
other pieces from Wanstead. A somewhat small ovate specimen 
of grc.it interest was found by one of u»y correspondents in the 
gravel excavated for the New Albert Dock, the extension of the 
Victoria Dock. The object of the greatest interest was a rude 
scraper-like tool made from a somewhat large piece of tabular 
flint, and found in gravel excavated between Lougbton Railway 
Station and the “ Robin Hood " Tavern, undoubtedly artificial 
and palaeolithic ; this ancient gravel is I think usually placed in 
the Glacial series ; the find must be accepted as genuine. I may 
say here that on the 23rd of this month I found another itaple*' 
ment and six flakes in gravel brought from Ware. 

After my friends had looked over the collection here, listened 
to a few hints, and received a gift each of an implement from 
my own store in pleasant remembrance of the visit, we wettt to 
see some of the small excavations still open near Stoke Newiog- 
ton Common, in one of which the line of the u Palaeolithic 
Floor ” was distinctly visible, covered with about two feet of 
11 trail and warp ** and surmounted by humus. We then went 
into the Lea Valley, the meaning of the wide and deep excava¬ 
tion since paleolithic times being well understood by my visitors. 
38, Kyverdale Road, N. Worthington G. Smith 


A Remarkable Perm of Cloud 

The peculiar cloud formation observed by Mr. Hopkins and 
communicated to Nature, vol. *xviii. p, 299, was also seen by 
me on Sunday, July 22, at 10.35 P-«l What I saw accord# 
almost perfectly with the description given by Mr. Hopkins; 
but there was one rather important exception. Starting from a 
little above the horison in the north-north-west I observed the 
position of another arch of cloud, cleurly defined, strictly parallel f 
to the principal arch, and ending somewhat abruptly about 30 • 
from the renith. The mainffegak was separated from it bjr 
about three times its width, and the intermediate epaoe was quite* 
clear. Both clouds appeared comparatively dense, and were 
situated at a moderate elevation. 1 did not. notice any change 
in their appearance, nor did I see them break up. 

It seems not improbable thu currents of air from the north- 
north-west, passing through an otherwise tranquil but vapour 
laden atmosphere of a much lower temperature than the sur¬ 
rounding air, may have, originated these streaky bonds of cloud 
by coudendng the aqueous vapour suspended along their coarse 
into definite form. AJlthur. Enbsls 

Clapham, July 31 

With reference to Mr. Hopkins’s letter itt Nature last 
week (p. 299), 1 may say that I observed the bow-Bke baud df 
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cloud* tod noticed that it had what 1 may compare to a bow- 
string stretched from end to end. On Thursday, July 19, from 
II to 1 a p.xa.p the whole sky was divided by such band; con¬ 
verging east and west. This was noticed by many persons in 
Essex, where 2 was staying. E. C. Wallis 

31, Meadow Road, S.W. 


ON MOUNTING AND PHOTOGRAPHING 
MICROSCOPIC OBJECTS' 

II. 


T HE prepared slide fixed in a clip should be placed on 
a hob or in a cool oven (not above 50° C.) for two 
days, by which time the excess of balsam round the edge 
of the cover will have become brittle, and can be removed 
with the point of a scalpel or penknife. Any balsam still 
remaining can be cleaned off with methylated spirit and 
a dean soft rag. The final cleaning of the slide may be 
done with soap and water. As the balsam itself serves 
to secure the cover to the slide, no cement or varnish is 
needed, and it remains only to label the object. 

After successfully mounting this object, no difficulty 
will be experienced in applying the same methods to 
other small insects and parts of insects, such as antennae, 
spiracles, feet, wings, ovipositors, corneas, tracheae, &c. 
The two last cases, however, require careful dissection. 

Animal hairs are best mounted in balsam, and the only 
special treatment they require is soaking for a short time 
in ether to remove grease. 

The siliceous skeletons of diatoms and spiculse of 
sponges and Holothuriae require cleaning from extraneous 
matter by treatment with strong acids, but space will not 
allow a description of the details of their preparation. 

The mounting of the organs and tissues of the higher 
animals and plants should not be attempted until tolerable 
facility has been acquired in the preparation of the 
simpler objects previously mentioned, as their structure 
is usually revealed only by the somewhat difficult process 
of cutting thin sections of them. 

Most animal substances require hardening before they 
can be cut. Hardening may be thus effected. The per¬ 
fectly fresh tissue is to be cut into pieces about the sire 
of Spanish nuts, and soaked in ten times its bulk of a 
solution, consisting of one part of methylated spirit, and 
two parts of a i per cent, solution of chromic acid. At 
the end of twenty-four hours, and again after every third 
day, the solution is to be changed. After a week or 
fortnight the pieces should be well washed in methylated 
spirit, and will then be hard enough for cutting. 

The next process is to embed the tissue in some sub¬ 
stance firm enough to afford it support, yet soft enough 
to be readily cut with it. A good material for this purpose 
is a mixture of three or four parts of solid paraffin (paraffin 
candles), three of lard, and one of paraffin oil. It should 
be heated just sufficiently to keep it fluid, and the hardened 
tissue from which the excess of alcohol has been drained 
should be soaked in it for a quarter of an hour if of 
. moderately dose texture. If of very open texture—lung 
or testis, for instance—it must be soaked for about half an 
hour in rectified alcohol, and for a like period in absolute 
alcohol, to remove all traces of water. Then after dis¬ 
placing the alcohol by a quarter or half an hour’s immer¬ 
sion in oil of turpentine, the tissue may be placed in the 
melted wax, which being readily miscible with the 
turpentine, will gain access to all the interstices of the 
substance. 

A mould must then be prepared by gumming a piece-of 
paper round a cork or cylinder of wood, the paper being 
allowed to project about three-quarters of an inch. Into 
this mould the substance is to be put, and the space filled 
up with some of the melted wax. When quite cold the 
paper may be stripped off, and the preparation will be 

i * Concluded from p, 30$. 


ready for cutting with a razor, wetted with spirit to prevent 
adhesion of the sections. 

The sections as they are cut are to be floated off the 
razor into methylated spirit, from which they may be 
transferred to a staining fluid. 

The object of staining is in most cases not simply to 
impart a general colour to the object, but to take ad* 
vantage of the fact that different parts are affected in 
different degrees by the same dye and are thereby clearly 
discriminated. Thus if an ammoniacal solution of car¬ 
mine be employed, the structures which are first and most 
deeply stained are nuclei, axis cylinders of nerves, and 
ganglion corpuscles. To a less extent it stains the proto¬ 
plasm of gland-cells' and connective tissue corpuscles. 
But if the action be too long continued, the whole will be 
deeply and uniformly stained, and the selective power will 
be lost. 

Carmine solution may be prepared by dissolving with 
the aid of gentle heat 2 grammes of carmine in 4 c.c. of 
ammonia and 48 c.c. of distilled water. Continue the heat 
or expose to the air until the smell of ammonia has 
almost disappeared, and then keep in a well-corked bottle. 
When required for use, a few drops of this solution should 
be added to a watch-glass full of water. 

Logwood resembles carmine in its action and is by 
many preferred to it. It may be prepared as follows :— 
12 grammes of extract of logwood and 36 grammes of 
alum, both in fine powder, are to be mixed with 60 c.c. of 
distilled water, stirred well with a glass rod and filtered. 
Add to filtrate 5 c.c. rectified alcohol. Dilute with two 
or three times its volume of distilled water when used. 


When the tissue has been hardened with chromic acid, ■ 
the sections should be soaked for a few minutes in a 1 
per cent, solution of sodic bicarbonate to neutralise the 
acid before staining in logwood. 

No general rule can be given for the length of time the 
section must remain in the staining fluid. It will vary 
from a few minutes to as many hours, and the section 
must be removed and examined with the microscope from 
time to time to see when the process has gone far 
enough. 

When sufficiently stained, the excess of staining fluid 
is to be drained off and the section passed through recti¬ 
fied spirit 60 O.P., oil of cloves, and oil of turpentine, 
remaining about five minutes in each, and may then be 
mounted in balsam as already described. 

For displaying tesselated epithelium in mesenteries, 
lungs, and blood-vessels, nothing can be more beautiful 
than staining by oxide of silver reduced from the nitrate. 
The perfectly fresh membrane or the section of hardened 
tissue as the case may be must be well washed with dis¬ 
tilled water and then soaked for five minutes in a 5 per 
cent, solution of nitrate of silver. It is then again to be 
washed and exposed in distilled water to sunlight until it 
assumes a brown colour. The necessary exposure wrll 
vary from ten minutes to an hour or morq. After a final 
wash in distilled water, it may be treated 
stained by other methods. By this treatment 
assumes a general pale brown tint and the outline It 
every cell is sharply marked out by a deep brown 
deposit of argentic oxide in the intercellular substance. 

Many vegetable tissues, such as cork, pith, succulent 
leaves, and some fruits, tubers, and roots, can be cut 
without previous preparation, and for such as are too soft 
to be cut in the fresh state the process of hardening is 
simpler than that employed for animal substances. De¬ 
hydration by simply soaking for a day or two in methy¬ 
lated spirit usually suffices. 

Stems of plants usually require softening before cutting, 
and this softening can be effected if the wood is young 
by two or three days’ immersion in methylated spirit to 
remove resinous matter, followed by maceration for from 
Four days to a, week in water. When the wood is old or 
unusuafty hard, the maceration must be prolonged or the 
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specimen may be boiled for a short time. Longitudinal 
sections may be cut by gluing the piece of stem to a cork 
to afford a hold upon it. 

The preparation of sections of minerals and rockB is j 
usually considered a very difficult njatter, but much may 
be accomplished without the aid oflthe usual lapidaries’ 
wheel for cutting and the revolving Up for grinding the 
sections, if the microscopist provides himself with a fiat 
piece of lead six to ten inches square, and two pieces of 
boiler plate of the same size, planed on one side. A chip 
of the rock may be ground flat on the leaden lap, charged 
with coarse emery and water, and the process continued 
with emery of moderate grain on one of the iron plates, 
and the finest flour emery on the other. The flat side 
being then cemented with balsam (undiluted) to a pie:e 
of plate-glass about an inch square, the process of grinding 
may be repeated on the other side of the chip, until it 
becomes perfectly transparent. It may then be detached 
from the glass by soaring in benzole, and mounted in 
balsam in the usual way. 

When the sections are to be mounted dry, which is 
very rarely the case, the fine scratches left by the flour 
emery must be removed by giving the section a final 
polish on a hard and flat oilstone reserved for the purpose 
and wetted with clean water only. 

When it is desired to preserve the natural colour of 
objects, espe ially of such as contain chlorophyll, the 
necessary preliminary treatment with alcohol raises an 
objection to the balsam process, and another objection is 
that some tissues are rendered too transparent, and many 
of their finer features are obliterated by the highly refrac¬ 
tive balsam. 

In these cases the object must be mounted in some 
aqueous medium, the best and most convenient being a 
preparation of glycerine and gelatine, which forms a trans¬ 
parent jelly when cold, but is easily liquefied by heat. It 
is best to buy this “ glycerine jelly/’ as it is troublesome 
to make on a small scale. When required for use it must 
be liquefied by standing it in a cup of hot water. 

In general, objects to be mounted in glycerine jelly 
should not be embedded, but if any support is needed in 
cutting, this should take the form of two pieces of cork 
hollowed out to the shape of the object. 

Water in the objects no longer presents any difficulty 
in this method ot mounting, but air has still to be con¬ 
tended with, and the methods adopted for its elimination 
in the balsam process are no longer applicable. Some 
objects may be freed from air by boiling in water for a 
fewlninutes, but many would be spoilt by such treatment, 
kccourse must then be had to the air-pump, or, if this 
instrument is not accessible, to a very simple process 
depending on the great solubility of air in water. 1 

A wide-mouthed bottle of about four ounces capacity, 
with a closely fitting solid stopper, is completely filled 
with water, which at the time is, and for half an hour 
previously has been, boiling, in order to expel all traces 
of dissolved air. The stopper being then inserted with¬ 
out inclosing a single air-bubble, the bottle is set aside 
until cool enough to receive the sections, which are then 
to be put into it. A few drops of boiling water are then 
to be added to make good the inevitable loss in removing 
the stopper ; the bottle is to be again closed, wiped dry, 
and securely sealed with melted paraffin. After twelve 
hours it may be opened, and the whole contents turned 
into a white porcelain shallow dish. The sections can 
then be easily seen, and picked out with a section-lifter, 
and should be soaked for half an hour in a 50 per cent, 
solution of glycerine before mounting. 

The process of transferring the object to 'the slide, 
applying the liquefied jelly, and lowering the cover, are 
exactly the same as in the balsam method, and the slide 
should be set aside in a clip for a few hours for the jelly 

* Th* writer cuonot remember where he hut seen this process described, 
bat he can testify to its efficiency. 


to solidify. In cold weather it is advisable to warm the 
brass table by means of a spirit lamp, or the jelly may 
viscify too quickly, 

When quite cold and set, the excess of jelly may be 
cleaned from the edges of the cover glass, and the slide 
may then be ringed with asphalte while running in the 
turntable. Two or three subsequent coats of asphalte 
and the attachment of labels will complete the slide. 

The objects for which glycerine jelly is most suitable 
are the lower forms of vegetable life—Algae, Desmidia- 
ceae, Characeae, Hepaticae, Fungi, Lichens, Mosses, &c., 
and cuticles and sections of plants of all kinds. Many 
animal tissues are also better seen in it than in balsam-. 

It is but seldom that other preservative media are re¬ 
quired, and it will be found that almost all objects may 
be suitably preserved by one of the three methods here 
described. 

Closely related to the preparation of objects for micro* 
scopic examination is their delineation by photography, 
an art of the greatest value on account or its freedom 
from bias and personal equation, and as a means of lecture 
illustration with the aid of the lantern it must be appre¬ 
ciated by the numbers who have experienced the diffi¬ 
culty of demonstrating microscopic structure to many 
persons. 

This application of photography, which is almost as 
old as the photographic art itself, extending back to the 
days of Daguerreotype, owes its recent development and 
simplification mainly to the introduction of gelatine 
plates, and the object of Mr. Malley's work 1 (which, how¬ 
ever, should be called Photomicrography, for it does not 
treat of the production of microscopic photograph*, as 
its name would imply) is to show how in an ordinary 
room, with an ordinary microscope, photographic camera, 
and paraffin lamp, photographs can be taken which will 
bear comparison with those obtained in the old days by 
the aid of sunlight reflected from expensive heliostats, 
electric arcs, magnesium And lime light, microscopes Of 
special construction, and rooms specially set apart for the 
work. It therefore appeals to a large cla 9 s of persons— 
those who would wish to pact ice the art, but lack either 
the sunlight hours or the expensive illuminators and 
apparatus formerly considered necessary. 

The microscope, camera, and dark room, with their 
accessories, and the method of working with the SW&n 
incandescent lamp and sunlight are described in detail, 
but the reader is perplexed by references to an illustra* 
tion which cannot be found in the book. Four Wdpd- 
burytype reproductions of photomicrographs of Aulauco- 
discus, Pleurosigma, and Surirella, scales of Lepisma, 
and Bacilli in human lung, accompany the work. 

The instructions for taking negatives by the wet Col¬ 
lodion and gclatino-bromide processes and the production 
of positives, enlargements, &c., are clear and concise, bttt 
we must enter an emphatic protest against the authei^h 
opinion that in object-glasses for photomicrography, depth 
of focus or penetration is to be sacrificed to angular aper¬ 
ture. Penetration and flatness of field are really of greater 
importance in lenses for photographic than for visual,pur¬ 
poses, for in viewing an object under the microscope the 
observer has the power of focusing in rbpid succession 
and by imperceptible gradations, points at different depths 
and different distances from the centre of the field ; but a 
photograph represents only such structures as were id 
focus at the time of exposure, and once taken, the focus 
is unalterable. It is therefore desirable to secure as great 
a depth of focus and as flat a field as possible^-quaiities 
which are incompatible with large apertures. 

Mr. Malley very properly advises hie readers not to 
walk about during the exposure of a plate, but the exten- . 
sion of the prohibition to speaking also is surely in 
unnecessary restraint. 

0 ‘J^Mkr^iniotosr»phy, 4 ' by A. Cowlty Mails?, S.A., M.B., &c, 
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PROPOSED ZOOLOGICAL STATION AT 
GRANTON, NEAR EDINBURGH 

A T the half-yearly meeting of the Scottish Meteorolo¬ 
gical Society held at Edinburgh on Thursday last 
week, Mr. John Murray, convener of the Society's Fish¬ 
eries Committee, submitted the following Report 
"The Fisheries Committee of the Council appointed in 
February last have had under their careful consideration 
the matters remitted to them by the Council, viz. the 
carrying out of investigations in accordance with the 
terms of the grant of 1500/. made to the Society by the 
Executive Committee of the International Fisheries Ex¬ 
hibition held in Edinburgh in 1882. The Committee 
recommends (i) to continue and extend the river obser¬ 
vations and the observations made by the District Fishery 
officers through the Scottish Fishery Board, and to dis¬ 
cuss all observations made to the end of the fishing 
season of 1883, which are yet undiscussed. 

“ 2. To obtain the assistance of a few naturalists in 
making observations at several of the chief fishing cen¬ 
tres and principal inland lakes. Prof. Herdmin has 
consented to reside at Loch Fyne for a month, and to 
arrange for observations for a year. Mr. Hoyle is in like 
manner to go to Peterhead, and Mr. Beddard to Eye¬ 
mouth. The Rev. Dr. Norman has during the present 
month been engaged in examining a large number of the 
Scottish lochs. Instructions have been drawn up for the 
guidance of these gentlemen, and a sum not exceeding 
50/. has been placed at the disposal of each for the ex¬ 
penses immediately connected with the investigations. 
These observations,are of a strictly tentative character, 
but will certainly lead to additions to knowledge, and are, 
moreover, necessary as a basis for further investigations. 

"3. The Committee have had under consideration the 
recommendation of the Executive Committee of the 
Fisheries Exhibition as to the foundation of a zoological 
station. A number of the members of Committee have 
examined the capabilities of the old Granton Quarry, 
which has been for many years in direct communication 
with the sea, as a suitable position for a zoological 
station. 

, w The convener has drafted the following scheme, which 
itt the opinion of the Committee would, if carried out, 
afford excellent facilities for biological researches and 
meteorological observations bearing upon these in¬ 
quiries i—It is proposed to inclose the Granton quarry, 
which has an area at high water of about ten acres, and 
depths varying to sixty feet, so as to regulate the inflow 
and outflow of the tide in such a manner that while 
admitting abundance of sea water at each tide, fish and 
other animals will be prevented from escaping out of the 
iftclosure. This will be done by means of stakes and 
wire with other kinds of netting- The quarry will then 
be stocked with all kinds of fish and marine invertebrates. 
When it is desired to separate fish or other animals for 
special study this will be done by floating or fixed wire 
and wood cages. 

4 A barge* about 64 feet by 27 feet, of great stability, 
will be moored in the inclosure; upon this will be built a 
house with laboratories, workrooms, and a library; it will 
also be furnished with a small windmill to pump up sea 
water into a tank on the roof. The water in this tank 



and carry on investigations; and, so far as the accom¬ 
modation will permit, British and foreign naturalists will 
be invited to make use of the station free of charge. 

“ Towards the carrying out of this scheme the Duke of 
Buccleuch has liberally granted a lease of the quarry at a 
nominal rent, with permission to erect a cottage on the 
shore; and Mr. Howkins, his Grace's local commis¬ 
sioner, has promised all the assistance in his power to 
further the undertaking. A gentleman who takes a warm 
interest in the progress of research in Scotland has 
offered toool. to construct the barge and fit it up with 
laboratories and workrooms. Mr. John Henderson (of 
Messrs. D. and W. Henderson, shipbuilders, Glasgow) 
has undertaken to provide the plans and specifications of 
the barge and laboratories gratuitously; Mr. J. Y. 
Buchanan has promised to fit up one of the rooms on 
the barge as a chemical laboratory suited to the require¬ 
ments of the station; Mr. Thomas Stevenson, the 
Society's Honorary Secretary, has agreed to give his pro¬ 
fessional services in inclosing the quarry gratuitously; 
and Mr. John Anderson, of Denham Green, has under¬ 
taken to provide the station with a salmon and trout 
hatchery. The convener will furnish the laboratories 
with apparatus, and place his large zoological library at 
the service of workers. A number of gentlemen have 
promised to support the undertaking when once com¬ 
menced ; and the convener believes that within a few 
months he will be able to announce that the station has 
been presented with a steam pinnace and with funds for 
the erection of a cottage on the shore—the only deside¬ 
rata to complete the scheme. 

" In these circumstances the Committee, believing that 
this scheme deserves their hearty support, recommend, 
for the year ending November 1, 1884, a grant from 
the Fishery Fund not exceeding 300/., and 250/. for each 
of the two subsequent years, towards the expenses of the 
station, on the conditions that the biological and meteoro¬ 
logical observations and the investigations above referred 
to, relative to the Scottish fisheries, be carried on, and 
that a report on the work done be annually furnished to 
the Council of the Society.” 

The above grants were agreed to, and it was announced 
that the works at Granton would be com nenced at once. 
It is expected that by the beginning of November the 
proper work of the station will be begun. Already, we 
understand, several distinguished naturalists have signi¬ 
fied their intention to avail themselves of the altogether 
unique facilities which will be afforded by this zoological 
station for the successful prosecution of biological re¬ 
search. It is gratifying to observe the heartiness with 
which the funds required for carrying out this admirable 
scheme are being provided, and it cannot be doubted 
that the 800/. still required for the steam pinnace, the 
500/. for the cottage, and the 200/. for inclosing the quarry 
will also be soon provided by Some of our more generous 
patrons of science. 


ELEVATION AND SUBSIDENCE; OR, THE 
PERMANENCE OF OCEANS AND CON¬ 
TINENTS 

I T has been observed, and with increasing frequency 
within the last few years, that wherever considerable 
weight is added on any part of the earth's surface, a 
corresponding subsidence of its crust almost invariably 
follows. It is generally admitted that nearly the whole 
of the sedimentary rocks, enormous as their known thick¬ 
ness is, were deposited in shallow water, and therefore in 
slowly subsiding areas. The Palaeozoic rocks consist 
mainly of sandy and muddy sediment, with' occasional 
intercalated zones of limestone. They everywhere bear 
witness to comparatively shallow water and the proximity 
of land. Their frequent alternations of sandstone, shale, 
conglomerate, and other detrital materials, their abundant 
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rippled and sun-cracked surfaces, marked often with 
borrows and trails of worms, as well as the prevalent 
character of their organic remains, show that they must 
have been deposited in areas of slow subsidence, bordering 
continental or insular masses of land. 1 s Vast thicknesses of 
strata have been continuously deposited at or near the sea- 
JeveL The coal-measures present a series of alternating 
layers of vegetable matter and brackish water sediments, 
reaching in the South Wales district a thickness of upwards 
of 10,000 feet, whose accumulation must have been accom¬ 
panied almost foot by foot by a corresponding subsidence. 
The Cambrian sediments accumulated in the British area 
to a thickness of 33,000 feet apparently without any 
meat change in the depth of the sea in which they were 
formed; and throughout the deposition of the whole of 
the Silurians, subsidence seems to have kept pace with 
sedimentation. The Permian again furnishes many in¬ 
stances of sedimentation at or near the sea level sustained 
throughout great thicknesses, and of frequent alterna¬ 
tion of marine and freshwater deposits. Among Meso¬ 
zoic rocks, the New Red Sandstone furnishes an example 
of isolated basins of deposit to which the sea found 
repeated access, though a thickness in places of 3000 feet 
had accumulated in them. The German Triassic basin 


is for the greater part of its thickness a succession of ter¬ 
restrial deposits containing plant-remains. The Jurassic 
and Cretaceous systems were deposited during inter¬ 
rupted depression of the sea bottom, while the Tertiaries 
abound with local instances in which subsidence has kept 
pace with sedimentation. 

The washing of sea coasts and removal of material 
shown by the discoloration of the sea for miles round the 
shore in stormy weather, shows that the process of accu¬ 
mulation of sediment still progresses on a very large 
scale.* It has been ascertained that nearly the whole of 
this must be redeposued within a distance of thirty miles. 
If the- waves have no disturbing power at a greater 
depth than 40 feet, and could therefore neither deepen 
the sea-bed nor prevent its silting up to within that 
depth, our shores should be surioundcd by enormous 
tracts of shoal water, whose bottom might be grooved or 
deepened by local currents, but whose average depth 
would not exceed 40 feet, or even less, since many rocks 
are so protected by seaweed that their further degrada¬ 
tion when once below the reach of surf must be inappre¬ 
ciable. There is no cause therefore capable of generally 
deepening the sea round coast* bejond some such limit 
as mis, except subsidence, and this can only be ascribed 
with any semblance of probability to the accumulating 
weight of sediment. The prevailing tendency on sea- 
margins is and must be towards depression, and there 
are few residents on the sea-coast who would be unable 
to contribute valuable observations on this point. It 
must however be remembered that uh.le raised beaches 
are conspicuous objects, depressed beaches could ob¬ 
viously hardly ever attract attention, even if the shingle 
had not been removed by the surf, and further, most, if 
not all, of the existing raised beaches may have been 
formed during the general elevation of the land that took 
place at the close of the glacial period. 8 Other observers 


‘Text of Geolrgy," Geikie, 168*, p. 647. 

M. Marchal has estimated that the sea deposit* annually 6oc,ooo cubic 
metres > f aedUncnts in the Bay of Mont St. Michel, and 30,000,000 on the 
comU of Flanders, Zealand, and Norfolk. 

» My own experience on the suuth coast is that the weight of evidence 
sinking, for vestiges of submerged land vegetation and 
traditions *<f submergence are very frequent. At Bournemouth I hive seen 
heath plftntt and rot ts, fresh-Joe king except for the incipient formation of 
Pyrites, east up from a tract of moorland now below the sea-fcoveD Poole 
Harbour would h ng since have been left by the »ea if there wefte no subsid¬ 
ence, and a I&nding-K *£e with rings found below low-water mark furnish 
valuable data a 9 to the amount that has taken place in historic time*. The 
Scuent must; have been originally a harbtur like that of Poole, continually 
adtmg, sinking, and enlarging* the depression travelling west and cutting one 


rvver after aui tlier from the sea until the wester# channel was at last opened, 
Tne immense accumulations of mud In it* channel seem to Have dragged the 
S B “« u>t0 *f> sort of tr0 «gh wdb rawed sides, so that the Yw, Medina, and 
Beading Rivers flow inland instead of Wit lo ra On its margins wo find 
tttart have been oscillations if level, caused perhaps by alterations in the 


have recorded numerous submerged forests on the coasts 
of Cornwall, Devon, Somersetshire, and Wales.. An ele¬ 
vation of the coast may, on the other hand, be sometimes 
accounted for when due consideration is given to the sur¬ 
rounding conditions. 1 It may, for instance, conceivably 
be produced on any shores where considerable sediments 
are forming at some distance out to sea or where masses 
of cliff are being washed away. 

The extreme sensitiveness of the earth's crust to any 
changes in the distribution of weight on its surface is, 
however, best exemplified by those local depositions ana 
removals of matter which have attracted more general 
attention at the present day. The chief of these is the 
transfer of matter by river action from large tracts, and its 
accumulation in such limited areas as plains, estuaries, 
and deltas. Borings of 400 and 500 feet have shown that 
these often consist of long successions of silts, which 
alternating layers of shells and of vegetable matter prove 
to have been deposited at or near the sea-level, and the 
Wealden and Eocene formations-in the British area show 
that such accumulations may exceed 1000 feet in thick* 
ness. In the case of deltas, subsidence must keep pace 
almost foot by foot with the accumulation, and be con¬ 
fined to the area over which the sediment is being de¬ 
posited, for any more rapid subsidence would check its 
growth and convert it into an estuary. This sinking is 
apparently of universal occurrence. 

A similar instance of the transfer of weight from larger 
areas and its precipitation on a very circumscribed area* 
is seen in coral atolls and reefs. The explanation of their 
formation given by Darwin requires a gradual subsidence 
keeping pace with their growth, which takes place within 
twenty fathoms of the surface only. This theory, simple 
and admirable as it is, accounting satisfactorily for all the 
observed phenomena of coral growth, has been contested 
by Mr. Murray, who has shown that atolls might be 
merely incrustations of volcanic peaks. But his theory 
seems improbable by contrast, for it demands 290 vol¬ 
canic peaks at the sea-level in the Pacific coral area alone, 
every foot of which has been completely concealed by 
coral growth, though few volcanic craters are known so 
near the sea-level outside this area. We seem thus to , 
have in coral growths another evidence of subsidence 
keeping pace with the increase of weight, sometimes, as 
soundings prove, to a depth of 1000 feet or more. The 
replacement of a column of sea water 100 fathoms in 
depth, by a column of limestone, would increase the pres¬ 
sure per square fathom from 619} tons to 1487 tons, so 
that it is easy to realise how vast must be the increased 
pre?sure on such an area as that occupied by the great 
reef of Australia, 1250 miles long and 10 to 90 miles broad. 

The sands, gravels, and clajs, with marine shells and 
erratic boulders, prove that a great submergence todk 
place during the Glacial Period, while Europe was under 
an tee sheet 6000 feet thick in Norway, and diminishing 
to 1500 in Central Germany. The extent of the submerr 
gence has been perhaps understated at 600 feet in Scan¬ 
dinavia, and was at least 1350 feet in Wales. A corre¬ 
sponding re-elevation accompanied the disappearance of 
the ice. It has often been supposed that the sinking of 
the west coast of Greenland is similarly due to its Ice-cap. 

It is probable that great outflows of lava may in like 
manner occasion subsidence—though it is by no means 

position of the aedtmems through changing current#. The inroads of the sea 
at Pat;ham »od Selsea show the down wartime vemttrt to have extended afotig ’ 
the whole of the Hampshire coast. t 

1 An elevation, for instance, has takenplace on the Kentish. coast Which 
Has closed the Stour to navigation and censed the Sea to retreat fromSttwr- 
month, Rich borough, mod Sandwich, and which is alee marked by the great 
exposures of Ecce&e along this part of the op act above low-water mark, atm 
which could hardly exist wheie exposed to strong tidal and wave actk n, wit* . 
less the abrading preoess were counteracted. '1 fie Immense drpotfts, takabg 
place at a distance from shore, brought down .by the Thame*, c.uet lead to ,, 
considerable subsidence in its estuary and consequently M»t cormyoOwng . . 
elevator* along lie shores. The Thames sediment U « unknown depth, Wt * 
on 'its margins at She ernes* the alluvial mud 11 tefeet thick, and at tip*. : 

to the water displaced by the w«lk;i J ; ; 
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so well, ascertained a fact. I have, however, observed 
in Iceland that lava-streams very frequently terminate in 
or flow under lakes or gulfs of the sea, though water pre¬ 
sents no obstacle to their continued progress. Lakes 
have been filled in solid by outpourings of lava, and had 
those I observed existed previous to the flows the lava 
must have entered them in a more abrupt manner, and it 
seenis therefore likely that they are depressions caused 
by the weight of the lava. But there are also instances-in 
which the actual depression produced by the weight of 
lava-streams can be seen. A mat lava flow has at some 
period debouched from Skjaldbreith, and from two other 
naiheless craters to the south-east, on to the historic plain 
of ThingvAUir, forty square miles of which is water. At 
its northern end the lava is still in its original position 
upon the slopes, but the whole central mass in the plain 
has torn itself away from the sides and sunk a hundred 
feet, leaving vertical cliffs of solid lava of that height on 
its flanks. 

Again, near My'vatn there is an immense tract of lava, 
the Htest contribution to which, estimated by Mr. Lock 
at 31,000,000,000 cubic feet, welled out in 1875. This 
tract, known as the Orcefi, presents a somewhat analogous 
instance, for the centre of the flow has also broken away 
from its flanks and sunk. Myvatn, a lake of some thirty 
miles in extent appears to have been formed by the weight 
of lavas which have poured on to the plain from nearly every 
side. Another recent stream in the same neighbourhood, 
whose source and age are unknown, follows the course of 
the Skjdlfandafljdt to the sea and terminates in a deep 
gulf. It appears that, as long as lava-flows occur in 
mountainous regions or in narrow valleys, any subsidence 
occasioned by the additional weight is difficult to detect, but 
as soon as it enters on to plains the subsidence is marked. 
It may also be that valleys in undulated or folded strata, 
being inverted arches, would resist pressure, while even 
in valleys of erosion much of the pressure must be ex¬ 
erted obliquely against the mountain masses instead of 
wholly vertically as on a flat surface. It has been sug¬ 
gested that the discharge of masses of lava at the surface 
would leave cavities in the interior and thus occasion 
subsidence, and it has even been anticipated that Iceland 
would bodily disappear from this cause, like the island of 
Friesland, from the maps; but there is no evidence of 
any such cavities having existed in old basaltic formations 
or in volcanic districts, and it is far more probable that 
the Soaped matter is pressed out by other lava which 
immediately replaces it. 

Dr. Fisher believes that all plains in proximity to 
mountain chains, upon which the material provided by 
their denudation is spread out, sink under the weight of 
die material and cause a compensating elevation of the 
neighbouring mountains. The sub-Himalayan range con¬ 
sists of subaerial deposits from 12,000 to 15,000 feet thick 
brought down by torrents, and which must have been 
deposited on a level and continuously sinking plain. 
w The conclusion seems irresistible that corresponding to 
the long, though occasionally interrupted, depression of 
these plains, a correlative elevation of the great range 
which has supplied the deposits has been going on,” 1 If, 
as in tbe Himalayas, the region be one of approximate 
equilibrium, and much sediment is brought on the moun- 
tains and spread over the plains, the mountains become 
after a while too light and the plains too heavy, 9 and ac¬ 
cordingly the mountains rise and the plains sink to restore 
v fhe contour. This appears to be what has happened. 

These comprise nearly all observable instances in which 
weight has been transported from elsewhere to areas 
where it did not previously exist, and are sufficient to 
pmve that in such cases a subsidence more or less 
equalling in amount the vertical thickness of such added 
matew^except in the cash of ice, which is of a much 
ioerer specific gravlty^nearly invariably follows. Can it 
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be reasonably maintained that these subsidences and the 
reelevations, which -seem invariably to accompany the 
removal of weight, whether by melting of ice, as in the 
glacial period, or by denudation, are not the result of the 
increase or diminution in pressure? If the accumulation 
of sediment were due to the subsidence, instead of the 
subsidence to the accumulated sediment, as recently 
suggested by Dr. Geikie, it would be most improbable 
that they would so frequently bear such near proportion 
the one to the other, in none of these instances has the 
subsidence exceeded the accumulation, as must some¬ 
times have been the case if the sediment merely accumu¬ 
lated because a subsidence quite independent of it hap¬ 
pened to be in progress. 

Such subsidences would only be possible with a sub¬ 
stratum somewhere of viscous matter. Professors Shaler 
and Le Conte and Mr. Fisher, and many other very able 
geologists, have advocated the existence of a fluid or vis¬ 
cous layer between a solid interior of great density and a 
consolidated crust. If, Mr. Fisher maintains, it requires 
great pressure to solidify the materials at the temperature 
of the solid interior, a melting temperature may exist at 
some depth before the pressure is sufficient to solidify. 
Although Prof. Geikie and many other geologists do not 
admit the continuous existence of such a layer, it is diffi¬ 
cult to see how they escape the conclusion. In his text¬ 
book 1 Prof. Geikie states that “ from the rate of increment 
of temperature downwards it is obvious that at no great 
depth the rocks must be at the temperature of boiling 
water, and that further down, but still at a distance which 
relatively to the earth’s radius is small, they must reach 
and exceed the temperatures at which they would fuse at 
the surface.* Further on he explains that the crystalline 
rocks of the Highlands of Scotland and of the Green 
Mountains of New England are mechanical sediments 
metamorphosed chiefly where they are most highly con¬ 
torted, or have been subjected to the greatest pressure. 
Strata of sedimentary origin which have accumulated to 
thousands of feet in thickness may be depressed deep 
beneath the surface and brought within the influence 
of metamorphosis, 8 and be eventually reduced to a 
soft and pasty condition, and protruded into some of 
the overlying less metamorphosed masses in the form 
of granite veins, or be erupted to the surface in the 
form of lava. This is an absolute admission that at 
some depth, relatively not great, pressure converts 
solid into viscous or fluid strata. He'further states that 
“There can be no doubt that the lines of equal internal 
temperature (isogeothermal- lines) for a considerable 
depth downward, follow approximately the contours of 
the surface, curving up and down as the surface rises 
into mountains, or sinks into plains ; M * so that it seems 
difficult to understand why the particular line of tem¬ 
perature or of pressure at which most rocks melt, should 
not be continuous. 4 Like conditions must produce like 
results, and if the mere pressure of overlying strata can 
anywhere or at any depth render rocks molten or fluid, 
they will become molten or fluid wherever the requited 
pressure occurs. A nucleus kept solid at a temperature 
higher than its melting-point, through excess of pressure, 
cannot pass into a crust whose solidity is due to lowness 
of temperature, through absence of pressure, without the 
existence of that intermediate stage of pressure or tempe¬ 
rature requisite to produce a melted zone or layer. Prof. 
Geikie in fact himself admits ** that the nucleus though 
practically solid, is at such a temperature and pressure 
that any diminution of the pressure by corrugation of the 
crust or otherwise, will cause the subjacent portion of the 
nucleus to melt*” * But as the pressure diminishes gra¬ 
dually throughout the crust from the enormous amount 
on the solid nucleus to the merely atmospheric pressure 

■ ^Sitl*.‘ '%xrSiok of dealtp. 587. 8 £,<*., p. *87 

4 flutter raftSntains that motwtain chain* have iwlid root*, fu exceeding 
their bulk above ground, projecting into the tiqbtd layer. * t.c ., p. *63. 
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at the surface, how can the conclusion be avoided that 
. toere is everywhere a point in the earth's crust at which 
it must be just sufficient to keep rocks at the melting 
point. It seems utterly impossible, if it is once conceded 
that pressure does render rocks filial, to avoid the con¬ 
clusion that there everywhere exists a viscous substratum 
following to some extent the contour of the earth’s 
surface. 

Such a condition is precisely that which will alone 
explain the undoubted fact that the addition or removal 
of even comparatively small weights produces correspond¬ 
ing changes in the previous level of the earth's surface. 
“The deposition of 1000 feet of rock will, of course, cause 
a corresponding rise in the isogeotherms,” 1 that is, of the 
liquid layer, and ** denudation of the land must lead to a 
depression of the isogeotherms, and a consequent cooling 
of the upper layers of the crust,” Dr. Fisher* proves 
mathematically, in fact, that a liquid layer and no other 
condition can explain the movements that have taken 
place in the earth’s crust, and satisfa;torily account for 
volcanic action. 

It appears in the present state of knowledge almost 
impossible to estimate the depth at which a viscous layer 
could exist, The estimates that have been made vary 
from 1000 miles to only 50,000 feet. On the one hand, 
however, if it is a fact, as Dr. Geikie surmises, that sedi¬ 
mentary formations of Silurian age have been fused and 
rendered viscous mainly by the mere superincumbent 
pressure of more recent sedimentary formations, the 
depth at which a viscous layer can exist must be less 
than the lowest estimate yet formed. On the other, the 
observed increase of temperature, not exceeding at most 
1 F. for every 50 feet of depth, the melting temperature 
of rock, 2000 to 3000° F., would not be reached at a less 
depth than 100,000 feet. This is obviously too great a 
depth to account for some of the observed facts of 
geology, and is without any allowance for the increasing 
density of rocks at great depths, or for the many unknown 
agencies which may contribute at such depths to lower 
their melting temperature. The inert weight of 25,000 
feet of rock of the density of slate, the thickness which ac¬ 
cording to Dr. Geikie has reduced rock to a viscous state, 
is about 2O00 tons to the foot, I am not aware that 
any estimate has been made of the actual amount of 
heat that would be produced under such conditions. 
If, as must be the case, any relatively small increase of 
pressure produces a displacement in the molten layer, a 
compensating elevation must take place elsewhere, and if 
its effects are so considerable when the weights are rela¬ 
tively small, the results of pressure applied to oceanic 
basins must be infinitely great. The theory that oceanic 
basins have been permanent has been embraced by many 
of the ablest geologists, and since sediment has been 
forming in them uninterruptedly, at however slow a rate, 
since Eozoic times, its aggregate vertical thickness by 
now must be colossal. The pressure of water alone upon 
the rocks forming the bed of the greatest depths of the 
ocean (say 4000 fathoms) would equal 6195$ tons upon a 
square yard, and this pressure exists on a bottom which 
is at or near the freezing-point, The effect would be as if 
on land the pressure of the first 7000 or 8000 feet of rock 
generated no heat whatever, or rather as if the heat were 
intercepted by an icy layer, which also might conduct it 
away, with the result that the molten layer would rest 
under a greater weight under the ocean, where the rocks 
observed to be denser, than it does under the 
land. This extra weight, even if small, would tend to 
render the greatest depths of the ocean permanent, but 
lines of current, where sedimentation was less rapid, 
would present lines of relatively less resistance, which, 
booming more and more elevated, would in time form 
submarine ridges or banks or dry land, until the extreme 
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tension might possibly become relieved by the eruption 
of volcanic matter. The lines of absolutely least resist** 
ance would, however, most frequently perhaps coincide 
with sea-margins, because these would often be the 
nearest lines free from the pressure of accumulating sedi¬ 
ment. While, therefore, actual shore-lines may be de¬ 
pressed by local sedimentation, there may be inland a far 
more important tendency to elevation. The recent 
mountain chains, whether volcanic or otherwise, follow at 
a distance the contours of coasts, and it is likelythat such 
apparent exceptions as the Alps, Urals, and Himalayas 
were in proximity to coast-lines at the time of their 
formation. 

To this extent, I believe, the permanence of ocean 
basins can be maintained, but the past and present dis* 
tribution of both plants and pulmonate mollusca, which 
alone in terrestrial life seem to have any antiquity as 
species, appear to be wholly against any further extension 
of it. 

That such considerations, theoretical as they seem, 
may have a practical value to geologists, a recent journey 
to Iceland abundantly proved. There is not only there, 
but in the Faroes, evidence of a period of quiescence be¬ 
tween two great basaltic formations, during which plants 
grew and lignite was formed. It even appears that this 
quiescent period extended synchronously from Ireland to 
Greenland. During this time the Lower Eocene flora- 
splendidly represented at Reading, seems to have migrated 
through increasing temperature as far north as Green¬ 
land, for the Readiug plants are almost wholly those 
which were thought to be characteristic of northern 
Tertiary floras and distinctive of Miocene time. A con¬ 
nection between Europe and America in these high lati¬ 
tudes has also been inferred on many grounds to have 
existed at about the same period. Does it not seem as if 
the elevation of land (which permitted these floras thus 
to migrate, and which probably raised the Eocene tem¬ 
perature by excluding the Arctic Ocean from the Atlantic) 
caused these stupendous eruptions of basalt to cease—for 
elevation on such a scale must mean relief from tension— 
and that its submergence during the Miocene led to, or 
was caused by, the renewal of the basaltic flow? The 
horizon in Iceland is marked by only very scattered sedi¬ 
mentary tuffs and lignites, and is far less marked than in 
the Faroes, but in the region of Akreyri it can be traced 
even from a distance by the highly-laminated beds of 
light-coloured trachyte, which seem to have ushered in 
the new volcanic activity. It would be impossible on 
internal evidence to assign most of them to any definite 
age, and it is only perhaps on broad considerations such 
as these that their geological position may hereafter be 
fixed, though their immense antiquity may be inferred 
by the denudation which has furrowed, since their de¬ 
position, nearly the whole surface of the island into deep 
troughs and high ridges, out of what were formerly con¬ 
tinuous tabular sheets of basalt. 

It would be interesting to ascertain whether the great 
basaltic outpours of Oregon and the Deccan preceded or 
accompanied any marked changes of level in attaining 
areas. 

The question has been asked as an objection to this 
theory, What possible mechanical properties can we 
attribute to the upper strata of the earth which will per¬ 
mit them to sustain the whole of the Himalayan plateau 
and North and South America .above the sea-level, and 
yet will cause a continuous subsidence in an estuary in 
which sediment is being deposited? Such subsidence, 
it is maintained, could only occur with a substratum 
somewhere of viscous matter, and if such viscous matter 
exists, why does it not flow under the stresses due to the 
weight of continents and mountains ? 

It is difficult to meet this objection except by appealing 
to the facts. It is apparent that continents, and espe¬ 
cially mountain masses, have been upheaved from below 
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through a pressure which the earth's crust is not rigid 
enough to resist, and that so long a$ this pressure is 
sustained they must remain at least stationary. There is 
no proof anywhere that the pressure that caused the ele¬ 
vation is now removed, but there are frequently indica¬ 
tions, such as earthquakes and landslips in mountain 
chains, that it exists and is even on the increase, On the 
other hand, there is no evidence of any kind to show that 
some, especially of the older mountain chains, are not 
sinking, though subsidence in such cases would be very 
difficult to detect. Besides this it is conceivable that 
when the force which has squeezed the crust into folds has 
ceased to be exerted it is not flexible enough to regain 
its original horizontal position, but will remain in folds, 
and as there is no increased thickness, and consequently 
no addition of weight, but on the contrary a continual loss 
from denudation, there is no reason why they should not 
retain their position upon the hypothesis of a continuous 
molten layer subjected to greatest pressure at its lowest 
levels. Dr, Fisher even assumes that the mere removal 
of weight from them by denudation, and its accumulation 
on their flanks, would suffice to cause a continuous up¬ 
heaval. The deflection of the plumbline has shown that 
the density of the crust beneath mountains must be less 
than that below the plains, and the relatively slow rate at 
which heat increases in boring through them shows also 
that the pressure there cannot be so great. Though 
strata are compressed into a smaller area through the 
folding, it is doubtful whether the aggregrate pressure on 
the liquid layer in such regions is at all increased, while 
in elevated plains it obviously cannot be so, as there is in 
that case no direct increase of weight. It thus seems as 
if it were as necessary that the crust of the earth should 
yield to increasing pre-sure as that the sea should roughen 
under the wind, and the apparently arbitrary upheavals 
ard depressions are brought under a definite law. The 
greatest depths of the ocean would ever deepen and its 
superficial area tend to diminish, while that of the dry 
land would increase, and its mountain chains reach higher 
elevations. The theory appears in harmony with the 
truths of geology and of astronomy, for the records of 
Palaeozoic times show neither evidence of great depth of 
sea nor mountainous elevation on land, the organic 
remains pointing to a little varied surface. The highest 
mountains are geologically the most recent, and evidence 
of deep seas increase towards the Cretaceous period, 
while our satellite, whose evolution may have progressed 
more quickly than ours, has relatively far greater, more 
numerous, and more abrupt elevations than the earth. 

Somewhat similar conclusions to these have been 
arrived at in the " Physics of the Earth's Crust/ by Dr. 
Fisher. Without presuming to compare the present 
superficial treatment of the subject with that great and 
philosophical work, some important differences will be 
observed between the views there expressed and these, 
as well as some entirely new observations and extensions 
of the theory. The views advocated are still so far from 
being generally accepted by geologists that their publica¬ 
tion in Nature will doubtless put many in possession of 
facts and inferences which are in a general way only 
accessible to those who have leisure to gather them from 
less popular publications, J. Starkie Gardner 


THE ISCHIA EARTHQUAKE 

NE of the most disastrous earthquakes on record 
VT occurred in the little Island of Ischia, in the Bay of 
Naples, on the evening of July 2$. It was only in March 
that a similar catastrophe occurred at the same place. 
The island is a favourite summer resort of Romans and 
Neapolitans, and Qtsamicciola, where the destruction 
greatest, was crowded with strangers. The full ex¬ 
tant of the loss of life has not yet been ascertained ; but 
np to the present it is estimated that at least 4000 have 


been killed, and very large numbers wounded. The 
earthquake occurred at half-past nine, when strangers 
and natives were enjoying themselves in various ways 
under a cloudless sky with not a breath of air stirring. 
Not the slightest warning seems to have preceded what 
occurred; in the space of fifteen seconds Casamicciola 
was a heap of ruins, while a similar fate overtook the 
smaller towns of Forio, Laco Armioo, and Fontana 
Scrrata. At present we can only record the facts of the 
case; when further details are to hand it may be possible 
to throw some light on the real cause of the catastrophe. 
Besides the first shock, which lasted fifteen seconds, other 
two were noticed immediately after. Prof. Palmieri is 
stated to have expressed the opinion that the catastrophe 
was caused by a sinking in of the level, and not by an 
earthquake. On the 31st there was another slight shock; 
while Vesuvius is in a state of active eruption. A Rhenish 
journal states that on Saturday night, about the time 
when the Ischia earthquake occurred, a tremendous 
motion of the earth was distinctly felt at Wiesbaden. On 
the morning of the 31st also, it may be noted here, a 
shock of earthquake was felt in Oporto, lasting two 
seconds, with direction cast and west; it naturally caused 
great consternation. Two shocks are reported to have 
occurred on the same day at Gilroy, California. With 
regard to the volcanic^Monte Epomeo in the Island of 
Ischia, we may say that its last recorded eruption took 
place in 1302. 

We are glad to learn that Dr. Dohrn, director of the 
Naples Zoological Station, who was in Ischia at the time, 
escaped unhurt. 


THE AGRAM EARTHQUAKE 1 

N connection with the Ischia Earthquake, the official 
report of the Agram Earthquake of three years ago 
may not be without interest. The detailed report by Herr 
Hantken von Prudnik contains all the information which 
he had been able to collect regarding the severe earth¬ 
quake with which the district surrounding the town of 
Agram in Croatia was visited on November 9, 1880. 
Herr von Prudnik gives not only an exhaustive narrative 
of his own observations of the effects of the earthquake, 
made a few days after its occurrence, but also some 
account of careful observations made by inhabitants of 
the district where the earthquake actually took place ; and 
his memoir is full of most interesting matter to seismo¬ 
logists. The district is situated in an area within which 
earthquakes are of very frequent occurrence, for Herr von 
Prudnik gives a long list with descriptive notes and dates, 
beginning with March 26, 1502, and coming down to 
Nov. 9, 1880, but most of them within the present century, 
of earthauake-shocks, some of which seem to have been 
severe, which have been felt in the locality. A few self- 
registering seismographs erected in suitable places in the 
district would yield, we think, much valuable information 
and would detect many of the smaller motions, partaking 
rather of the nature of tremors, which are no doubt fre¬ 
quent, but which, although of great seismological import¬ 
ance, remain unnoticed where such appliance* are not 
in use. 

With regard to the earthquake of November 9 itself, 
the shock seems to have been very severe, causing as it 
did, besides loss of life, a vast amount of damage to 
public and private buildings, especially churches. The 
details of the damage done, given by Herr von Prudnik, 
are very interesting, and illustrate very clearly the conclu¬ 
sions which have already been arrived at by seismologists 
as to the effects of the conformation of the ground in the 
neighbourhood of a building, and of the structure of the 
building itself, in diminishing or in aggravating the 

* “ Dw Etrib«ben vtm Agram in Jahre Bericht on das k. twig. 

Mmutcrium fthr Ackerboa, Indutttria, und Haadel, edngoreicht von Max 
Harnkwi von Rrudoik, ^wecenotn Director dor k. ung. geokgitohcn AwtnU. 
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destructive action of an earthquake. For example, we 
find that in some cases well-built and substantial churches 
and houses suffered severely, while crazy erections, con¬ 
sidered to be almost on the point of falling to pieces, 
received little or no disturbance. This apparent paradox 
is of course explained by the fact tint the sudden back¬ 
ward and forward motions of the ground on which a 
building stands, although they may be, and in general are, 
of limited extent, bring very severe stresses to bear on 
high masses of masonry, which although it may be of the 
very best construction has little strength to resist the 
strains produced; while more loosely put together, and, 
in ordinary circumstances, insecure structures are capable 
of yielding to the necessary extent and escape unharmed. 
Again, when an earthquake consists of approximately 
periodic movements of the ground, buildings or parts of 
buildings, whose natural period of free oscillation coin¬ 
cides with, or is some multiple of the period of the dis¬ 
turbance, yielding to the repeated and conspiring impulses, 
oscillate with increasing range, until return to the equi¬ 
librium position is no longer possible and they collapse 
in ruins. 

A phenomenon observed in connection with many other 
earthquakes, the rotation of upright pillars such as grave¬ 
stones and monuments, on their bases, was very remark¬ 
able in this. Herr von Prudnik does not accept the 
explanation which has been offeretfby Mallet and others 
that the rotation is due to vorticose movements of the 
earth’s surface; and he offers an explanation which, 
though not quite clearly put dynamically, seems to point 
to the true theory. The cause of the phenomenon no doubt 
is that the first sufficiently severe shock causes the body to 
tilt over in the direction from which the shock proceeded, 
and immediately after, the shock, although rectilinear in 
direction, makes the body turn round on the corner or por¬ 
tion of an edge on which it for the moment rests. This 
explanation has been tested with model gravestones and 
obelisks placed on a table, which could be shaken so as 
to imitate the motions of the ground during an earth¬ 
quake, and found to answer perfectly. 1 The circumstance 
that in the earthquake at Agram, as elsewhere, the grave¬ 
stones at one particular place were for the most part 
rotated in one direction accords well with this explanation, 
as no doubt the gravestones there were all set so as to 
face in one direction. 

Herr von Prudnik is not of opinion that the earthquake 
was due to volcanic agency, but thinks that it was pro¬ 
duced by the yielding to mutual stresses of the materials 
underlying the Slamcn mountain, which lies along the 
middle of the area in which the destructive effects were 
most marked. This mountain occupies an area roughly 
elliptical in shape, about 4*5 kilometres (6 Meilen) long 
by 3 kilometres broad, and is composed for the most 
part of slate, limestone, and dolomite surrounded with 
strata consisting mainly of marl. To this mountain all 
the effects point as the locality in which the earthquake 
originated; but here again we think the use of self- 
registering seismographs would be of great service in 
giving definite information. This would also give most 
valuable information as to the velocities of propa¬ 
gation of earthquake motions in strata of different mate¬ 
rials. In the present case the disturbance travelled from 
Agram to Vienna in twelve seconds, which gives a velocity 
or propagation of 2 *2 kilometres per second. It is not 
stated, however, how the exact times were observed. 

Among the details of the many interesting phenomena, 
we find a very careful account of an outbreak of “mua 
volcanoes" at Reznik, a place about 8 kilometres west- 
south-west of Agram ; but for details as to this and many 
other important points, we can only refer our readers who 
are interested in seismology to the memoir, which will 
well repay perusal. 

* Wdt Milne and Gray on *' Earthquake Obwrv&tioni and Experiment*," 
Phil. November 1881. 
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NOTES 

We are enabled to give the text of the telegram received in 
Stockholm this week from the Swedish circumpolar observation 
party, which has wintered at Spitsbergen. The news is the first 
received from the expedition since October last:—"Cape 
Thordsen, July 4th, 1883. This message will be forwarded to¬ 
morrow to Capt. Startschin with the boat fetching our first mall 
this year. The wintering of the expedition has in every respect 
been attended with success, particularly as the scientific re- 
searches have throughout been carried on exactly in accordance 
with the regulations formulated by the International Polar Com¬ 
mission. Hydrographical and magnetic studies have also been 
pursued on the ice in the Ice Fjord, as well as parallax measure* 
ments of clouds, and observations as to the temperature of the 
air, the snow, fend the earth. The winter has on the whole been 
mild ; the greatest cold occurring on January a, when the ther¬ 
mometer registered 35*5° C. below freezing point. Storms have 
been few. Since September last the following buildings have 
been erected :—A hut on a mountain at an elevation of 270 
metres, containing the anemometer and the wind-fan, which 
were read by a self-registering electrical apparatus ; two astro¬ 
nomical observatories; another magnetic hut; a bath-house, a 
forge, and a wood storehouse. The dwelling house and working 
room have also been enlarged. The following game Was shot 
during the winter : fit ptarmigans, 9 reindeer, 18 wild geese, 20 
foxes, and some wild fowl. With continuous labour, plenty of 
food and drink, and frequent baths, the members of the expe¬ 
dition have throughout enjoyed excellent health. Descriptions 
of the nature, our labour and life here during the wintering will 
follow.” 

A r the meeting of the Scottish Meteorological Society held 
on Thursday last week it was announced that upwards of 45004 
had been already subscribed to establish the Meteorological 
Observatory on the top of Ben Nevis. The subscriptions vary 
in amount from 200/, to one penny, and the subscribers include 
Her Majesty the Queen and all classes of her subjects, and town 
councils and other corporate bodies in all ports of the United 
Kingdom. The road to the top of Ben Nevis is nearly halt 
finished. The building will be commenced early this month, and 
it is contemplated that the portion to be completed this season 
will be ready at the end of October for the three observers, who 
will begin their regular observation* on November t. 

Mr. Mundella in presenting his educational budget the 
other night had nothing but essential progress to report. The 
cry of overworking the children was introduced by some of the 
speakers, but Sir John Lubbock pointed out that monotony and 
not overwork was the real weakness of the present system, and 
that the tendency waa to cultivate the memory at the expense of 
the observing faculty. The real remedy, as he pointed out, is 
to introduce greater variety into the elementary course, and 
above all to make practical science teaching an essential part of 
the curriculum. 

From a statement issued with reference to the RoUeston 
Memorial we learn that the total sum subscribed is 11834 $j. orf., 
to which is added 59/. 7*. 5*/., dividends paid on sums invested 
from time to time in Consols before the list was dosed. From 
this total have been deducted secretaries’ expenses, charges for 
printing, advertising, &c., 364 i6j, 9<4, leaving a capital sum of 
1205/. i£?. 8<4 invested in 12004 Three per Cent. Consols. This 
sum has now been transferred to the chancellor, masters, and 
scholars of the University of Oxford, and accepted by them as 
the RoUeston Memorial Fund. The fund, It has been decided, 
will be expended in the institution of a prize to be awarded 
every two years for original research in any subject comprised 
under the following beads i—Animal and Vegetable Morphology* 
Physiology and Pathology, and Anthropology! to be selected by 
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the candidates themselves, The period during which this prize 
may be obtained by a candidate is limited to ten years after the 
date of matriculation } and with a view to render the prize as 
widely associated with Prof. Roiteston's name as possible, it 
is open to the members of the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge. 

A correspondent writes to us that he has received from a 
resident at Zagazlg, in Egypt, a curious fact concerning cholera, 
which, if not noticed before, may be of interest. The resident 
stated that the town of Zagazlg was perfectly healthy, and that 
the swallows and sparrows were flying about as usual, and so 
long as they remained he considered they were quite secure from 
any attack, but when they left he would not be long before he 
followed them. He remarked further that the birds had been 
observed by old hands to. depart before the approach of cholera 
during the last four epidemics. Our correspondent asks what 
can be the cause of this, and we shall be glad if any of our 
readers can answer the question. 

A Correspondent makes the following statement:— 
"Kentish men who drink chalk water are large boned, whilst 
those people who drink soft water are the reverse. At Glasgow, 
where the water is supposed to be very soft, there are said to 
be more bandy legged children than at any other place. 1 ' Is 
this so ? 

M. Pasteur has written to the Voltahe a letter justifying the 
step taken by him in advising the Government to send a mission 
to Egypt in order to study the generation of cholera. He 
believes that this plague is produced by some description of 
microzyme ; but he admits that this minute organism has not 
been discovered yet. 

M, Barth£lkmy St. Hilaire has just finished the printing 
of his translation of the * f Natural History of Animals,” by 
Aristotle, which will be published in a very few days ; it consists 
of four large octavo volumes. 

The managing committee of the Vienna International Electric 
Exhibition, which recently announced that, in consequence of 
the delay in the arrival of exhibits, the opening of the Exhibition, 
originally arranged for the 1st inst, would have to be postponed, 
has mow fixed the ceremony for the 16th. 

The International Medical Congress of the present year will 
open at Amsterdam on September 4, and wilt be attended by a 
number of the most distinguished physicians and medical men of 
Great Britain, France, Belgium, and Germany. Amongst the 
British physicians papers or addresses have been promised by 
Sir Joseph Fayrer, M.D., and Dr. J. Ewart, on the treatment of 
imported and tropical diseases in countries belonging to the 
temperate zone; Dr. F. de Chaumont, of Nedey Hospital, on 
the best measures of quarantine ; Dr. E. Waring, of London, on 
the remedies used* by the natives of tropical countries against the 
most dangerous epidemics; Dr. J. B. Scriven, on quinine injec- 
twos and malaria fevers; Dr. Norman Chevers, late Professor 
at Calcutta, on tropical epidemics and the influence of tropical 
climates upon them; end Dr. Dyce Duckworth, of London, on 
the education of physicians for the Colonies. 

The fifty-first meeting of the British Medical Association 
began on Tuesday at Liverpool with the address of the President 
(Dr. A. T. H. Waters of Liverpool). On Wednesday the Council 
met to consider invitations for 1JS84 and to nominate a President 
Elect. 

The Gardens of the Zoological Society of Philadelphia in 
Felnnottut Park are, we believe, the most nearly complete and 
heck organised Zoological Gardens on the American Continent, 
their Seventh annual report, now before us, shows a consider¬ 


able amount of progress since their last anniversary. The 
number of visitors to the Gardens in the twelve months ending 
on the last day of February 1883 was 352,866, being nearly 
10,000 more than in the preceding corresponding months. The 
income of the Society during the same period was rather over 
850,000, while the expenditure seems to have been some $8000 
less. During the same twelve months 423 living specimens were 
added to the collection, the total number of animals in the 
gardens at the date of the report being estimated at 687, of 
which 306 were Mammals, 338 Birds, and 43 Reptiles and 
Batrachians. These figures, no doubt, cannot rival those of the 
Zoological Society of London. But it must be recollected that 
our Society has been founded upwards of fifty years, is supported 
by some 3300 members, and has a population of 4,000,000 to 
draw upon for its visitors, not to count the strangers who are 
perpetually seeing the “ sights of London." Among the special 
additions to the menagerie to which attention is invited in the 
report is an example of the Coast Fox (Vttlpes littoralis) received 
from Yucatan, and stated to be probably the first to be exhibited 
in a Jiving state. This rare fox has, we believe, never been 
obtained by the Zoological Society of London, and we rather 
doubt whether there is any example of it in the British Museum. 

The Committee of the Sunday Society have resolved to 
petition the Prince of Wales to use his influence as President to 
have the Fisheries Exhibition open to the public on a few 
Sundays before the final close of the collection. 

Among a number of very munificent bequests that have been 
left to Paisley by the late Mr. Brough, we, says the British. 
Medical Journal, observe that be has directed that 300/. is to 
be spent annually in establishing and maintaining a science 
lectureship in that town, with all the necessary adjuncts and 
accessories. The subjects to be taught are left to the trustees to 
fix, but the testator himself recommends that one of them should 
be physiology, 

A VIOLENT shock of earthquake was felt at Catama.ro, in 
Calabria, on the morning of July 25. 

With reference to the volcanic eruption on Krakatan Island 
off the coast of Java, brief reports of which were received by 
telegraph, and then noticed in Nature, the following particulars 
have since been received. During Sunday, May 20, and Mon¬ 
day, May ai, the eruption was very heavily felt at Batavia, also 
more or less on Tuesday, May 22 ; but the earthquake shocks 
have since' ceased, although the mountain is still apparently 
vomiting fire and smoke. The following report is from Anjer, 
dated May 23, 3,47 a.m.;—On Sunday morning last, from six 
to ten o’clock, there was a tremendous eruption, with continuous 
earthquakes and heavy rain of ashes. On Sunday evening and 
Monday morning it was continued. The eruption was distinctly 
seen here till nine o’clock this morning, and &moke was seen 
until twelve o'clock ; afterwards it cleared up a little, aud at this 
moment the air is clouded again. Capt. Ross reports from Anjer 
that on May 22 he was sailing near Java’s first point and tried to get 
Prinsen Island in sight, but found that it was surrounded by clouds. 
Then he steered for Krakatan, but found it to be the same there. 
The captain observed that the lower island or mountain situated on 
the north side of Krakatan wad totally surrounded by smoke, and 
from time to time flames arose with loud reports. Fire had broken 
out in several places, and it is very likely that the trees in the neigh¬ 
bourhood have caught fire. The mountain of Krakatan has 
been covered aU over on the north side with ashes. The captain 
could not make out the condition of the mountain, as he kept 
away as far as possible, being afraid of the wind falling; and the 
vessel being drifted on to the island. The strongest fire was 
seen on the evening of May 2% with heavy explosions aud 
detonations. The fire was also seen at that time at Anjer, but 
On account of the heavy smoke nothing could be perceived, as 
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all the islands remained clouded. The captain did not expert* 
cade any shower of ashes. The master of the steamer Conrad, 
which arrived at Batavia on May 24, reports having passed 
Krakatau on the north side the previous night, and met with 
heavy rains of ashes, covering the decks, fitc., with about 
ij inch of ashes. He also had to ct#t his way through nearly 

metres of pumice*stone, which occasioned a delay of almost 
five hours. 

We have already referred in Nature to the excellent scien¬ 
tific wdrk being done by the French in the Indo-Chinese penin¬ 
sula, as evinced by the large number of scientific missions 
which have been despatched from France to those regions. As 
a farther example of the pains taken in France to obtain a 
thorough knowledge of the country in which she seems destined 
to play so large a part, we may refer to a periodical published 
by the Government of Saigm, entitled Cochin-chin* Franfaiu : 
Excursions el Reconnaissances. The fifteenth part is now 
before us, and as each part contains about two hundred pages 
the amount of information accumulated in these volumes is 
considerable. Speaking broadly, and slightly altering a well- 
known Latin maxim, it may be said that nothing relating to the 
vast territory between the mouths of the Brahmaputra and the 
Canton river, between the Bay of Bengil and the China Sea, is 
outside the scope of this journal. As a rule the papers ate of a 
highly scholarly and scientific kind. Thus the last number coir 
tains the second part of a long and richly illustrated paper on 
the coins and medaU of Annam and French Cochin China, by 
M. Silvestre, inspector of native affairs in Saigon; a short his¬ 
tory of the Portuguese in Cambodia; an account of the 
typhoon of last November at Hu^, the capital of Annam, 
with barometrical tables, by the surgeon to the French 
Legation there ; a long paper on the vegetation and forest ad¬ 
ministration of British Burmah; and finally one of a series 
of very interesting papers on the customs and popular supersti¬ 
tions of the Armamites. The present instalment deals with 
marriage customs. The efforts of the Colonial Government to 
sustain and encourage the study of Indo-China does not, how¬ 
ever, close with the publication of this excellent journal, for we 
observe the advertisements of n large number of works relating 
to that country in the magazine under review. Among these 
are a weekly journal for the natives, an annual summary of facts 
relating to Cochin China, various maps, medical reports, &c. 
Whatever may be thought from other points of view of the 
action of France in Annam and Tonkin, there can be no doubt 
that the increase of French power there carries with it a laTge 
increase to knowledge, for the Colonial Government of France 
appears to know how to organise and stimulate research in the 
countries over which it exercises rule. 

The telegraph has made another step in advance in China. It 
has had the honour of being mentioned in a memorial to the 
throne. Li Hung Chang recently mentioned in a report to the 
Emperor that he received certain information by telegraph. 
And, more wonderful still, that mysterious and awe-inspiring 
document, an Imperial decree, written with the vermilion pencil, 
has actually been despatched by telegraph, for the Viceroy of 
Canton reports recently in a memorial that a decree had been 
conveyed to him in this way. 

The German system of privat docenten, or University teaching 
by outsiders, is to be tried in France. A decree provides that 
any doctor of letters or sciences, or correspondent or member of 
the Institute, may apply to the Minister of Education for per¬ 
mission to lecture on his respective subject, the license being 
renewable annually, The lectures may be public or private, at 
the professor's option, and the expense falls on him, while he 
can charge the students what he pleases. The same system is 
applied to the medical school. 


Wr have received the Transactions of lhi Norfolk and Norwich 
Naturalists’ Society for 1882-83. In the first paper, on the scenery 
of Norfolk, Mr. Horace Woodward gives a history of the geo¬ 
logical strata of the county, shows how the scenery was influenced 
by the action of water and the introduction of various forms of 
life, and how affected by the artificial changes brought about by 
man. There is also an interesting paper by Mr. Stevenson on the 
dusky petrel, and a paper by Mr. Southwell on the bottle-nosed 
whale and the history of the seal fishery. Mr, Clement Reed's 
paper on the discovery of IJthoglyphus in the Weybourn Crag 
is very interesting, from the fact that this freshwater shell is 
found now in Europe only in the Danube. Mr. Young gives 
his observations on the habits of the bearded tit, which birds he 
had kept in confinement for twelve years. Mr. Bid well’s list of 
British birds in whose nest the egg of the cuckoo has been found 
is the mo,st complete yet published. The President contributes 
part x. of the fauna and ffora of Norfolk, a list of the marine 
algee. 

The exhibition of the Society of Agriculture and Insectology 
of Paris has just come to an end with a ministerial visit and dis¬ 
tribution of prizes at the Palais de l’Industrie. Thousands of 
visitors have flocked to this hall in order to visit the interesting 
collection. A special building will be erected for the Society in 
the Park de Montsourls, and a sum of 32,000 francs has been 
already voted for this purpose by the city of Paris. A menagerie 
of living insects is to be established. 

According to the Austrian Monatschrift fur den Orient the 
production of tin in the protected state of Perak, in the Malay 
Peninsula, for the year 1882 was 7000 tons, about equivalent to 
that of Cornwall. Forty thousand Chinese arc employed in the 
Malacca tin mines. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include a Macaque Monkey (Macacus cynomolgus £) 
from India, presented by Mr. J, W. Lucking ; a White-throated 
Capuchin [Ccbus hypoleucus $ ) from Central America, presented 
by Mr. F. Hoey ; a Leopard {Felts pardus) from Somali Land, 
East Africa, presented by Mr. Frederick Holmwood ; four 
BabirOussas (Babirussa alfurus 6 6 9 9 ) from Celebes, pre¬ 
sented by Dr. F. H. Bauer, C.M.Z.S. ; a Two-spotted Para- 
doxure (Nandinia binotata ), a Royal Python ( Python regms) 
from West Africa, presented by Dr. D, Ilume Hart ; two Short¬ 
headed Phalangers ( Btlidcus breviceps £ 9 ), two Crested Pigeons 
(Ocyphaps lophotts 6 9 ), n Modest Grass Finch (Amadina 
modest a) from Australia, two Bicheno’s Finches (Estretda 
bichenovii) from Queensland, a Funereal Cockatoo {Cafypto* 
rhynchus funcreus) from New South Wales, a Subset's Farra- 
keet ( Cyanorhampkus saisseii) from New Caledonia, a New 
Zealand Parrakeet ( Cyanorhampkus nova'+iealandia) from New 
Zealand, presented by Mr. T. H. Bowyer Bower, F.Z.S.; an 
Australian Cassowary {Casuarius australis) from Australia, pre¬ 
sented by Capt. Mann; four Black Guillemots (Grid grylle) 
from Ireland, presented by Mr. H. Becher; a South American 
Rat Snake (Spiiotts variabilis) from Brazil, presented by Mr. C. 
A, Craven, C.M.Z.S.; two Peacock Pheasants (Polyplrttron 
ckinquis $ 6 ) from British Burmah, deposited. 


WEATHER PROGNOSTICS AND WEATHER 
TYPES 1 

r PHE object of the first paper wax to explain the best known 

* popular prognostics by means of the most recent discoveries 
in meteorological science. 

A great advance has been made in meteorology during the 
last twenty years owing to the introduction of daily synoptic 
charts of the distribution of atmospheric pressure, temperature, 

* Abstract of two papers read before the Meeeertkwlcal Society t ‘*0n 

Weather FrogoostWHiy Hon. Ralph Abercwttby sad W. Mertlott ; “Oa 
certain Type* of British Weather/'Ty Hoa. R. Ab*riJrW*y. {Qu*rt*rfy 
Journal 0/ the Meteorological Society, vob lx. No> if) ■ 
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wind, rain, &c, From thftJMt it is evident that there is a dis- easterly or north-easterly direction j or an area of high pressure, 
tluct relation existing between the distribution of pressure and called an anticyclone, also nearly circular in form but almost 
the direction and force of the wind, and temperature and weather stationary in position, The wind in all ca^es also blows nearly 
{generally, A glance at a number of the charts shows that there parallel with the isobars, having the region of lowest pressure 
u nearly always present either an area of low pressure called a on the left hand. This has given rise to the following simple 
cyclone, usually having a circalar form, and as a rule moving in an law propounded by Dr. Buys Ballot for the northern hemisphere, 



viz. 11 Stand with your back to the wind, and the barometer will 
be lower on your left hand than on your right.” In cyclones 
*“®, 'jribd circulates round the isobars in the opposite way to 
which the hands of a watch move, but exhibits usually a little 
indraft; while lin anticyclones the wind circulates round them 


in the same way os the hands of a watch, but exhibits usually 
a little outward motion. The velocity of the wind in all cases 
depends mainly upon the closeness of the isobars; for the closer the 
isobars the greater is the difference in pressure, and consequently 
the stronger the wind. 



Since therefore nearly all our weather is of the cyclonic or anti- 
granule type, and is entirely dependent upon the form and close- 
of the isobars, it is by the aid of iaobaric charts that the 
authors have attempted to explain a number of popular prog- 
and to associate them with certain hinds of weather. 


The method of research actually adopted has been for many 
yean past to bake notes of any good observation of any prog¬ 
nostic and put them by in a portfolio with the nearest synoptic 
ohart available; oijjreferably with the nearest both before and 
after. When « sufficient number had been collected they were 
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analysed, and the remarkable result has been arrived at that the 
greater number of prognostics are simply descriptive of the 

r ther and appearance of the sky in the different portions of 
Various shapes of isobars seen on synoptic charts ; and that 
they indicate foul or fair weather just as they precede the shifting 

100 60 * 60 40 


areas of rain or blue sky which are mapped out by the isobanc 
lines. 

These charts not only show the success of the prognostics, but 
also explain wherein they sometimes fail, by tracing the changes 
’ of each particular condition of weather. Hitherto the only prog* 

20 0 80 40 60 



nasties which have been accounted fur have been those due to ex¬ 
cessive damp, but by means of isobaric charts many others can 
be readily explained. It must not be supposed that the modem 
methods diminish the value of prognostics, for even in forecast¬ 
ing weather from synoptic charts they are of great value, and will 


always be exceedingly useful to solitary observers who have oniy 
a single barometer to depend upon besides these prognostics, as 
for instance on board ship. 

Though this way of treating prognostics is a great advance on 
1 the older methods, still there remains what may be called a 
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higher line of explanation. There is no doubt that the different 
shapes of isobars are the product of different phases of atmo¬ 
spheric circulation, just like the eddies and backwaters of a river, 
and that the appearance of the weather is the product of the com¬ 
plex vertical and lateral movements thus set up. For instance, 


4 ‘ 

there is no doubt that the principal cause of rain iu a cyclone la 
the condensation of the ascentional current of ah round iu centre, 
while Ley and others have shown that many of the well knovra 
forms of clouds are due to the action of upper cumnUmovingia 
a different direction to those on the surface, and with a different 
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velocity. Similarly the bright dry weather of an anticyclone is 
certainiy dtte to the descending current found round its centre, 
and so on for every shape of Isobar*. Any reference to these 
movement* was, however, intentionally omitted by the authors, 
as these movements are still t) a certain extent only partially 
understood, and it was their de lire to rest the explanations which 
they gave exclusively on observation without reference to any 
theoretical considerations. 

In a cyclone the broad features of the weather are a patch of 
rain near the centre, surrounded by a ring of cloud. But if we 
write down on a diagram, as in Fig, i, the details of weather and 
kind of cloud in the different portions of the cyclone, we find that 
many of the bed-known prognostics owe their value to the fact 
that they are characteristic of the front of a cyclone, and that 
after they have been observed, the rainy portion must pass over 
the observer before the sky becomes dear again. Sometimes a 
cyclone, after crowing a p irtion of the British Isles, dies out, 
and then the prognostics will fail in some districts. 

The prognostics of settled fine weather are shown to be cha¬ 
racteristic of anticyclones, which are nearly stationary for several 
days, and even weeks, together. 

Though the balk of British weither is made up of cydones 
and anticyclones, there are two other distributions of pressure, 
marked out by wedge-shaped isobars and straight isobars respec* 


lively, which are associated with many well-known sayings. The 
[ chief interest in these prognostics consists in the contrast which 
they present to cyclone prognostics, as in many oases they ate 
associated with fine and ary weather as opposed to the damp of 
an approaching cyclone. 

In the front of wedge-shaped isobars (which are frequently 
found between a retreating and advancing cyclone) the weather 
is beautifully fine, of the sort of which we should say that it was 
“ too fine to last ” ; or, if it lasted a whole day, we should cttl 
it a ** pet day.” 

During the day the sun is hot, at night white frost forms. Great 
visibility, with a bine sky, and unusual refraction, are often 
observed. 

On the west side of the wedge-shaped area, as the new cyclone 
comes on, the blue sky gradually assumes a dirty appearance, 
accompanied by a halo, and gathers into cloud, and later on rain 
begins to fall ; while in the southern portion the rain is often 
preceded by cirrus stripes, either lying with the wind, or some¬ 
times at right angles to it. 

Grrut at right angles to the wind is a sign of rain/' 

These are all shown in the diagram (Fig. 2). 

Some very interesting rain prognostics are also associated with 
straight isobars. While those in a cyclone are preceded by an 
almost ominous calm, and a dirty, murky sky, these are associated 



Fig. 5, 


with a hard sky and blustery wind, of which it would be ordi¬ 
narily remarked that “the wind keeps down the rain,” or that, 
* 4 when the wind fulls, it will rain.” While ako the prognostics 
which precede cyclone rain hold good for the reason that they 
are seen in front of the rainy portion, those associated with 
straight isobars hold good because, though there is little rain 
actually with them, the area which thJy cover to-day will 
rohably be covered by a cyclone to-morrow—the condition* 
ring favourable for the passage or formation of cyclones. 

Altogether, about 100 prognostics are associated with these 
four shapes of isobars. 

The use and position of prognostics relative to forecasting 
from synoptic charts was stated thus 

, Theoretically, when (he isobars are well-defined, we ought to 
be able to write down the prognostics which might be visible, 
but practically we cannot do so. Besides, there are sonic times 
cases of isobars which have no well-defined shape, but with 
which thunderstorms or heavy showers often occur. These, as 
it well known, hardly affect the barometer, but are abundantly 
fomwaroed by the commonest prognostics, and as the rainfall is 
usttatly heavy in them, the failure of the forecast which omlu to 
eHriicethem is very conspicuous. 

The scope of me paper precluded entering into the compli¬ 


cated question of the non-cyctonic rainfalls in this country. It 
was only stated that the prognostics which precede them are 
anther those associated with broken weather, such as bright 
sunrise or heavy clouds banking up without the barometer 
falling, than the muggy, dirty weather of a cyclone front. The 
warning they give is also much shorter, rarely more than three 
or fournours, if so long. 

The other paper is an attempt to classify certain types of 
British weather. 

It is familiar to many observers that the weather in this 
country frequently occurs in spells of several weeks’ duration, 
during which there is a remarkable persistence of the general 

S ppe of weather overriding both a considerable fluctuation from 
ay to day, and a considerable local variation from place to 
place. 

For instance, the wind will often back to some point ot 
south with a high temperature, a dull sky and rain, and then 
veer to some point of west with a cooler air and brighter sky $ 
and after a day or so of fine weather it will back again tome 
south with bad weather, perhaps this time rising to the intensity 
of a gale, and subiequently veer towards the west with finer 
weather, and so on for weeks together. 

The changes only vary in intensity and detail, not in general 
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character| while the feel of the weather and the look of the sky 
rcTjoaih through all of them what are customarily associated with 
westerly winds. 

Similarly the wind will often blow persistently from some 
point of east, fluctuating between south-east Wr fouler weather 
and north-east for finer weather, and back again with many 
variations for several weeks, during which the predominant 
features of the weather are always characteristic of east winds. 
The frequent recurrence of particular types of weather at par¬ 
ticular seasons of the year is also a ma'ter of common obser¬ 
vation ; the north-east winds of March, the cold north winds of 
the middle of Jane, and the wet west winds of September are 
well-known instances* 

If we examine a large number of synoptic charts we find that 
relatively to Europe the general position of the gr^at areas <of 
high pressure frequently remained constant for a lengthened 
period. Further examination shows that the constancy of these 
positions coincides with persistent types of weather similar 
to those above mentioned, the fluctuation of type being due to 
the passage of cyclones, while the local variation depends on the 
position of the cyclone centres and on the innumerable local 
conditions which modify any general type. 

Over the North Atlantic and Europe the distribution of atmo¬ 
spheric pressure presents certain constant features, namely— 

1. An equatorial belt of nearly uniform low pressure. 

2. A tropical belt of high pressure rising at intervals into 
great irregular elevations or anticyclones. 

3. A temperate and Arctic region of generally low pressure, 
but in which occasionally areas of high pressure appear for a 
considerable period. 

The equatorial belt constantly covers the Sahara and the 
Amazon valley, and always narrows over the Atlantic at about 
30° west longitude, where it often does not reach higher than Jo 0 
north latitude. The shape and depth of this area are tolerably 
constant. 

The tropical belt comprises a region of high pressure rising 
at variable intervals into great anticyclones. Their position is 
generally variable, with the exception of one, which is always 
found over the central Atlantic. This anticyclone forms a very 
important factor of the weather of western Europe, and w ill be 
Constantly referred to as “the Atlantic anticyclone . H Its ex¬ 
tension south and west is tolerably constant, white towards 
north and east it is variable, sometimes rising as far as 6o° north 
and stretching over Great Britain and continental Europe. 

The temperate and Arctic region extends from the tropical 
high pressure belt to the pole. The pressure, though ordinarily 
low, is perpetually fluctuating by reason of the incessant passage 
of cyclones; yet occasionally persistent areas of high pressure 
appear in certain portions of it. 

With reference to western F.urope there are at least four per¬ 
sistent types of weather— 

1. The southerly, in which an anticyclone lies to the east or 
south-east of Great Britain, while cyclones coming in from the 
Atlantic either beat up against it or pa^s towards north-east. 

2. The westerly, in which a tropical belt of anticyclones is 
found to the south of Great Britain, and the cyclones which are 
formed in the central Atlantic pass towards east or north-east. 

3. The northerly, in which the Atlantic anticyclone stretches 
far to the west and north-u’eat of Great Britain, roughly cover¬ 
ing the ocean. In this case cyclones spring up on the north or 
east ride, and either work round the anticyclone to the south¬ 
east, or leave it and travel rapidly towards the east. 

4. The easterly, in which an apparently non-tropical anti¬ 
cyclone (or one disconnected with the tropical high-pressure belt) 
appears in the north-east of Europe, rarely extending beyond the 
coaht-line, while the Atlantic anticyclone is occasionally totally 
absent from the Bay of Biscay. The cyclones, then, either come 
in from the Atlantic and pass south-east between the two anti¬ 
cyclones, or else, their progress being impeded, they are arrested 
Or deflected by the north-east anticyclone. Sometimes they are 
formed to the south of the north-east anticyclone, and advance 
slowly towards the east, or in very rare instances towards the west. 

The details of the southerly and westerly types are gtyen In 
the paper. Here we can only reproduce the three diagrams of 
the westerly type, Figs. 3, 4, and 5, in which the general charac¬ 
teristics of the type, yurt mentioned, are readily seen. 

The value of the recognition of type groups is shown In the 
following ways i— 

1. They explain many phenomena of weather, and many 
popular prognostics. 

For instance, besides showing the nature of spells of good, 
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had, dry weather, &c., they explain by reason of their persistence 
such prognostics as why “grouse coming down into farmyards are 
a sign of snow.” Also why the prognostics, “ When a, river 
Hke the Tweed rises without any rein having ffcUen,” or “ Irre¬ 
gular tides are signs of rain," have a significance for the future; 
for though h )th arc caused by past bod weather at a distance, 
yet the persistent type will almost certainly sconer or later bring 
more bad weather over the place of observation. 

Then the recurrence of hot and cold periods, many of them 
well known, are show n to be due to the recurrence of a similar 
type of pressure distribution about the same season of the year* 
Particulars of seventeen such are given, and the manner in which 
the knowledge of them can be utilised in forecasting is stated 
thus: that though the forecaster is not justified in stating that 
any period will occur absolutely, srill when about the time of its 
usual recurrence the synoptic charts show signs of the expected 
type, then the forecasts for a few days ahead can be issued 
with greater confidence* For instance, suppose that about 
November 6—a cold period—the charts begin to show traces of 
the northerly type, then, but not before, there would be good 
grounds for saying that a period of cold weather, which usually 
occurs at this season, has already set in, and may be expected to 
last for five or six days, the forecaster being thus enables to issue 
a much longer forecast than can as a rule be safely attempted. 

2. Type groups are of the utmost value in forecasting, for 
when the existence of the type ri fairly recognised then the 
general features of the weather are at once given, as well as 
the probable motion of the cyclones which are formed during 
the continuance of the type. Unfortunately in many cases no 
certain indications can be given of an approaching change of type. 

3. Statistical results can be corrected by their means, for they 
give a true test of identity of recurrent weathei, which no single 
item, i-uch as heat, cold, rain, &c., can do. 

4. They enable geological questions to he treated, such as the 
influence of changing distribution of land and sea on climate, 
in a more satisfactory manner th\n any other method. 

The general principles of prognostic* and types hold all over 
the world, but the details in the?e papers apply to Great Britain 
only. ' Ralph Abkrcromby 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Great Comet of 1882.—It appears quite possible that 
as the moon draws away from the morning aky towards the end 
of the present month, this comet may be again observed with 
our larger instruments. Its distance from the earth has been 
increasing from soon after perihelion passage in September last, 
and a maximum takes place at the beginning of September next, 
when the distance Is 5*988 ; the earth then for a time overtakes 
the comet, and the distance diminishes to 5 709 on December *. 
The intensity of light* however, is greatest at the end of August, 
and the comet then rises at a sufficient interval before the sun to 
render observation feasible. It will at least be of much interest 
to ascertain if the comet can be reached with our most powerful 
telescopes. The only comet which has been hitherto observed 
under similar conditions is the celebrated one of 1811, which, it 
may be remembered, was observed by Wisniewsky at Nett- 
Tscherkask, in August 1812. 

The following places are deduced from the elliptical elements 
calculated by W. Fabritius of Kiev {Astron, No. 3514), 

from a wider arc of observation than any other orbit yet 
published !— 

At GrtenvHrh Midnight 

R.A. N.P.D. Log. distant* from 

h. m. «. , , Earth. Bon, 

Aug. 28 ... 7 25 58 98 32’0 ... 0*7773 0730$ 

30 ... 7 26 44 ... 98 41*6 

Sept, t ... 72728 ... 98 SM ■ 0*7773 ... 0*7339 ; 

3 ... 7 28 10 ... 99 x*4 

5 ... 7 28 49 ... 99 "'S y 07771 ... 0737 * * 

7 ... 7 29 26 ... 99 217 

9 ... 7 30 o ... 99 321 ... 07768 07403 

Dr. Julius Schmidt lost saw the comet at Athens on April 28; 
in a letter addressed to Nature, Mr. A. S, Atkinson of Nelson, 
N.Z., states that with a 4-inch refractor he saw it With certainty 
on May 6. Assuming the theoretical intensity of light on the 
Utter date to be unity, the intensity on August 18 ** 0*35, . ■ 

The Astronomische Geheliachaft.—T he next mcetfog, 
of this society will be held at Vienna, in the apartments of the 
Academy of Science*, from September 14-17, under the pwal* 
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dentycf Prot Auwer* ; the secretary is Prof. Schoeafeld, director 
of the Observatory at Bonn* 

The last part of the Viertdjakrsschrifl contains report* of the 
proceedings during the year 1882, from twenty-eight continental 
observatories, public and private. AUo a portrait of the late 
Prof. Flantamour of Geneva. 

Ephemekides of the Satellites.— -The last number of the 
Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society contain* Mr, 
Marth's extensive ephemerides of the satellite* of Saturn (except* 
mg Hyperion), Uranus, and Neptune for their next oppositions, 
as weu as data to facilitate the reduction of physical observations 
of Jupiter. Hyperion will have been omitted from want of 
reliable elements. Prof. Newcomb, however, is in possession of 
manuscript tables, which he has utilised in the American 
Ephemeris for 1883 ; we extract the early portion of his table: 
I represents inferior, and S superior, conjunction; E, east, and 
W, west elongation ; the times are for the meridian of Wash¬ 
ington ($h. 8m. west of Greenwich):— 

h, h. h. 

Aug. i8, 2*9 E ... Sept. 8, io*6 E ... Sept. 29, 17*0 E 

23, io'9 I ... 13, 18 4 X . . Oc‘. 5, 0*6 1 

28, 18*8 W ... 19, 1*9 W ,. 10, 8 0 W 

Sept. 3. 2*78 ... 24, 9 5 S ... 15- * 5*5 S 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

Journal de Physique Thtorique ct Appliqul , July, 1883 —On 
the theory of electromagnetic machine*, by J. Joubert.—Experi¬ 
ments on the aurora borealis In Lapland, by S. Lemstrom.— 
Note on a spectroscope with inclined slit, by M. Garbe.—A 
differential thermometer for class demonstration, by H. Dufour. 
—An addition to Atwood's machine, by A. B^qui^.—The deter¬ 
mination of the ohui by dynamometric methods, translated by 
M. Brillouin.—Electrochemical figure, with diagram, translated 
by Adrien Guebhard. 

Rendiconti of the Royal Lombard Institute of Sciences and 
Letters , June 28, 1883. —On the theory of the poteutial, by Prof. 
E. Beltrami,— Note on the latitude of Milan, deduced from 
calculations of distances from the zenith observed near the 
meridian, by M. E. G. Celoria. In this concluding paper the 
author fixes the exact latitude of Milan (centre of thelarge tower 
of the observatory), at 45° 59"‘34 * tf' 09. . .A v —On the 

kinematic significance of wave surface, by Dr. G. A, Maggi.— 
Observations on the figure of the planet Uranus, by E. G. V. 
Schiaparelli. Beside* calculating its elliptlclty, which agrees 
with the conclusions of Madler and Shafarik, the author deter¬ 
mine* the pretence of spot* and changes of colour on the surface 
of CJranut.—Results of a microscopic analysis of the drinking 
water at Cadempino, Canton of Ticino, Switzerland, by Prof 
L. Maggi.—A case of policheiria (abnormal number of claws) in 
a freshwater crab (Astacus Jtuviatilis, Rond.), by Dr. E. Cantoni, 
Appended to the paper is a bibliography of crustacean terato¬ 
logy.—Remarkable results obtained by the treatment of pul¬ 
monary tuberculosis with iodoform, by Prof. G. Sormaui.—On a 
Russian scheme of international exchanges, by Prof. E. Vidardi, 

SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

<r London 

Royal Society, June 21.— 11 Supplement to former Paper 
entitled —* Experimental Inquiry into the Composition of some of 
the Animals Fed and Slaughtered as Human Food '—Composi¬ 
tion of the Ash of the Entire Animals and of certain Separated 
Parts.” By Sir John Sennet Lawcs, Bart., LL.D,, F.R.S., 
F-C.S., and Joseph Henry Gilbert, Ph.D., LL.D., F.R.S., 
V". P.C.S. 

In a former paper {Phil. Trans., Fart II. 1859) the authors 
had givto the actual weights, and the percentage proportion in 
the entire body, of the individual organs, and of certain more 
arbitrarily separated parts, of 326 animals—oxen, sheep, and 
Pjp—«n different condition* as to age, maturity, fatness,.&c. 
They called particular attention to the wide difference in the 
proportion by weight of the stomachs and intestine* in the three 
description* of animal; the proportion of stomach and contents 
hetog very much the highest in oxen, considerably less la sheep, 
end little more than one-tenth as much in pig* as in oxen* On 
^he other hand, the Intestine* and content* contributed a less 
proportiofi to the weight of the body In oxen than in either sheep 
09 8 the percentage by weight in pig* being nearly twice as 


high as in sheep, and more than twice as high as in oxen. With 
these very characteristic differences in the proportion of the 
receptacles and first laboratories of the food the other internal 
organs collectively, as also the blood, contributed a pretty equal 
proportion by weight of the entire body, in the three descrip¬ 
tions of animal. 

Ten animals had been selected for the determination of the 
chemical composition, namely—a fat calf, a half-fat ox, and a 
fat ox ; a fat lamb, a store sheep, a half-fat sheep, a fat sheep, 
and a very fat sheep ; a store pig, and a fat pig. In these, in the 
collective carcass parts, in the collective offal parts, and in the 
entire bodies, the total nitrogenous substance, the total fat, the 
total mineral matter, the total dry substance, and the water, 
were determined ; and the results were recorded and discussed 
in detail. 

It was shown that, as the animal fattened, the percentage of 
nitrogenous substance decreased Considerably, whilst that of the 
fat and of the total dry matter increased in a much greater 
degree. It was estimated that the portions of well fattened 
animals which would be consumed as human food would contain 
three, four, and even more times as much fat as dry nitrogenous 
substance : and comparing such animal food with wheat-flour 
bread, it was concluded that, taking into consideration the much 
higher capacity for oxidation of a given weight of fat than of 
starch, such animal food contributed a much higher proportion 
of non*nitrogenous substance, reckoned as Btarch, to one of 
nitrogenous substance than bread. In fact the introduction of 
our staple animal foods to supplement our otherwise mainly 
farinaceous diet did not increase, but reduced the relation of the 
flesh-forming material to the respiratory and fat-forming capacity 
of the food. 

Finally, the actual amount and the percentage of total asb in 
most of the internal organs and some other separated parts were 
given. It was shown that the percentage of total mineral mat-' 
ter, like that of the nitrogenous substance, decreased not only 
in the entire body, but especially in the collective carcass parts, 
as the animals matured. It was the object of the present com¬ 
munication to record the results of the complete analysis of the 
ashes of the collective carcass parts, of the collective offal part?, 
and of all part* of each of the ten animals. Forty complete 
ash analyses had been made. 

As was to be expected, more than four-fifths of the a*hes con¬ 
sisted of phosphoric acid, lime, and magnesia; these making up the 
largest amount in the ash of the oxen, less in that of sheep, and less 
stiff in that of pigs. Potash and soda were also prominent con¬ 
stituents. Assuming, for the purpose* of illustration merely, 
that one of phosphoric acid was combined with three of fixed 
base, the ashes of the ruminants showed an excess of base; 
whereas, according to the same mode of calculation, the ashes 
of the pigs showed no such excess. 

It was, unfortunately, only in the cose of the offal parts of the 
pigs that the a&h of the chiefly bony and that of the chiefly soft 
parts had been analysed separately. The results showed a con¬ 
siderable excess of acid, especially phosphoric, in the ash of 
the non-bony portions; presumably, in part at any rate, due 
to the oxidation of phosphorus in the incineration. In 
further reference to the point in question it may be stated 
that, although the oxen and sheep show a higher percentage of 
total nitrogenous substance than the pigs, yet, owing to the rela¬ 
tively small proportion of bone in the pigs, the amount of ash 
yielded from the non-bony parts is higher in proportion to that 
from the bone^ in their cose than in that of the ruminants. 

Comparing the percentage composition of the a*hes of the 
entire bodies of the different animals, the chief points of dis¬ 
tinction were that in the ash of the pigs there is a lower per¬ 
centage of lime and a higher percentage of potash and soda 
than in the corresponding ash of the ruminants ; there is a some- 
what higher percentage of phosphoric acid in the ash of the 
igs and of the oxen than in that of the sheep; and there is a 
igher percentage of sulphuric acid (and somewhat of chlorine 
also) in the ash of the pigs than in that of the other animals. 

A table showing the quantities of total ash, and of each 
individual mineral constituent, in each of the ten animate 
analysed was given. Not much stress was laid on the amounts 
in the particular animals anal yard, as the actual weights and 
condition of animals coming under similar designations may vary 
considerably. 

It was of more interest to consider the amounts of the mineral 
constituents in carcass parts, in offal parts, and in all parts per 
1000 lbs. fasted live-weight, of each description of animal. 

It was shown that a given live*weight of oxen carried off much 
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more mineral matter than the same weight of sheep, and a given 
weight of sheep much more than the same weight of pigt. with 
each description of animal the amounts of phosphoric acid, lime, 
and magnesia, are less in a given live-weight of the fatter than 
of the comparable leaner individuals. Of both potash and soda, 
again, the quantity is less in a given live-weight of the fatter 
animals. The same may be said of the sulphuric acid and the 
chlorine; in fact, in a greater or less degree, of every one of the 
mineral constituents. 

It was estimated that the loss to the farm of mineral con¬ 
stituents by the production and sale of mere fattening increase 
was very small. It was greater of course in the case of growing 
than of only fattening animals. In illustration, the amounts of 
some of the most important mineral constituents removed 
annually from an acre of f-dr average pasture and arable land in 
various products were compared. Such estimates could obviously 
be only approximate, and the quantities will vary considerably. 
With this reservation it may be stated that, of phosphoric acid, 
an acre would lose more in milk, and four or five times a^ much in 
wheat or barley grain, or in hay, as in the fattening increase of 
oxen or sheep. Of lime, the land would lose about twice as 
much in the animal increase as in milk, or in wheat or barley 
grain ; but perhaps not more than one-tenth as much as in hay. 
Of potash, again, an acre would yield only r fraction of a }xmnd 
in animal increase, six or eight times as much in milk, twenty or 
thirty times as much in wheat or barley grain, and more than 
100 times ai much in hay. 

From the point of view of the physiologist, it would doubtless 
have been desirable that the selection of parts for the preparation 
and analysis of the ash should have been different, and more 
detailed. The agricultural aspects of the subject had, however, 
necessarily influenced the course of the inquiry ; and the extent 
of the essential work had enforced the limitation which had been 
adopted. T he results must be accepted as a substantial contri¬ 
bution to the chemical statistic;, of the feeding of the animals of 
the farm for human food. 

BASIS 

Academy of Sciences, July 23.—M. Blanchard, president, 
iu the chair.—Historic importance of Nicolas Leblanc’s dis¬ 
covery of the method of extracting artificial soda from marine 
salt, by M, Dumew. To this great discovery, which the author 
compares with that of the steam-engine by Watt, 19 traced the vast 
development of the chemical industries during the last hundred 
years. The present annual consumption of the carbonate of 
soda resulting from Leblanc's process is estimated at from 
700,000,000 to 800,000,000 kilograms in Europe and America. 
Vet the name of the discoverer had almost been forgotten till 
recently revived by the municipality of his birthplace, Issoudun, 
which now proposes to erect a monument to his memory.—Active 
or dynamic resistance of solids (continued). Graphic represen¬ 
tation of the laws of longitudinal thrust applied to one end of a 
prismatic rod, the other end of which is fixed, by MM, de Saint- 
Venant and Flamant.—Method of distributing the beat deve¬ 
loped in the process of forging, by M. Tresca.— Descrip¬ 
tion of the new apparatus about to be fitted up iu the Paris 
Observatory for the purpo.se of studying the movements 
of the sun, by M. C. Wolf. This mechanism, which is based 
on the same principle a 1 - that adopted by G, and H. Darwin in 
the Cavendish laboratory, Cambridge, is intended more espe¬ 
cially for the observation of solar oscillations and deviations 
from the vertical.—On the present outbreak of cholera in Egypt, 
and on the proliability of Europe escaping its ravages, by M. A. 
Fauvel. Every day tended to diminish the chance of an inva¬ 
sion, and should the epidemic be staved off for the next four or 
five weeks there would be little cause for further apprehension, 
ns it was expected from past experiences that Egypt itself would 
be entirely free within six weeks at the outside. With regard to 
the prediction confidently mode in many quarters, that the epi¬ 
demic would reach the mainland through England, the author 
remarked that on the contrary it bad on all previous occasions 
found its way to England from the'Baltic ports on the main¬ 
land. He regarded Greece and Spain a» in any case free from 
danger* and thought that in case it appeared on the French sea¬ 
board it might eadjy be prevented from spreading inland by 
carefully isolating the patients. He considered that the two 
cities most exposed to its attacks were Constantinople and 
Trieste, the former through Syria and Asia Minor, the latter 
through the arrival of immigrants escaping from Egypt. Not¬ 
withstanding the recent disclosures made on the spot, he still 
holds the view that the cholera was originally introduced into 
Egypt from Bombay in consequence of the suspension of the pre¬ 


cautionary measures formerly adopted by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment against the epidemic.—On the origin of the nitrogen 
existing in combination on the surface of the earth, by MM. A. 
Miintz and E, Aubin. Nitrogenous combinations are due in the 
first instance to the electric phenomena of which the terrestrial 
atmosphere is the seat. These phenomena appear to have been 
much more intense in remote geological epoens than since the 
appearance of animal and vegetable life on the earth. Hence 
it would .seem that we are now depending on a constantly 
diminishing stock of combined nitrogen, and the process of 
diminution must go on unless atmospheric electricity prove 
to be a source of sufficient reparation.—On the adaptation 
to viticulture of the sandy tracts of the Landes and 
Gironde in the south-west of France, by M. A. Robin¬ 
son.—Experimental researches on the action of a liquid 
introduced by a special process into the tissues of the vine for 
the purpose of destroying phylloxera, by M. P. de Lafitte. 
Sulphate of copper diluted in water is recommended as best 
answering all the conditions, and consequently as the surest 
antidote to the evil.—On some linear differential equations 
of the fourth order, by M. Halphen.—On certain special 
solutions of the problem of the three bodies, by M. H. 
Poincar^.—On some recently observed solar perturbations, by 
Admiral Mouchez,—On a universal galvanometer without oscil¬ 
latory action, adapted for the measurement of currents of great 
intensity or of high tension, with illustration, by M. Ducretet.— 
On the nitric derivatives of hydride of ethylene, by M. Btrthe- 
lot.—On some derivatives of mannitic hexylene, by M. Wurtz. 
—On the products derived from the bacterian fermentation of 
albuminoids, by MM. Arm. Gautier and A. Etard.—On the 
supposed transformation of brucine into strychnine, by M. 
Hanriot.—On the heat-generating power of coal, by M. 
Scheurer-Kestner.—On the physiological properties of the hark 
of the dundakc (a West African shrub) and of dundakine, by 
MM. Bochefontaine, B. Feris, and Marcus.—On the nervous 
chords in the foot of the heliotides, by M. H. Wegmann.—On 
the temperatures of the sea observed at Concameau and Potrar- 
nenez, by M. Gocz.—A reply to M. Certes on the fiubiect of the 
method proposed by him for examining corpuscles held in sus¬ 
pension in water, by M. Eug. Marchand. 
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TWO “EMINENT SCOTSMEN" 


James Nasmyth , Engineer . An Autobiography. Edited 
by Samuel Smiles, LL.D. (London : Murray, 1883.) 
The Life of John Duncan , Scotch Weaver and Botanist , 
with Sketches of his Friends and Notices of kis Times. 
By William Jolly. (London: Kegan Paul and Co., 
1883.) 

JE do not know in what particular direction Dr. 
Smiles has exercised his editorial functions in the 


w 


charming autobiography of Mr. Nasmyth. The “pruning- 
knife” which the latter advised him to use freely was 
surely not needed; the inventor of the steam-hammer 
gossips so delightfully about himself that wc should have 
been glad had he gone on to a much greater length. On 
the other hand it is a pity that Mr. Jolly had not obtained 
the sendees of some judicious editorial primer. He him¬ 
self has evidently not had the leisure to write briefly, and 
his book is therefore a somewhat heterogeneous collection 
of materials much in want of rearrangement and cutting 
down. 

Mr. Nasmyth’s autobiography, we venture to think, is 
likely to become a classic in the section of literature to 
which it belongs. The genial simplicity, the unconscious 
and perfectly just self-appreciation with which the great 
engineer and student of science talks of his career and 
his work, enlists from the first the reader’s sympathy and 
interest. His father, Alexander Nasmyth, a painter of 
high rank and the founder of the Scottish landscape 
school, was himself a genius in mechanics ; and an atmo¬ 
sphere of mechanical invention pervaded his happy home 
in Edinburgh. He was one of the select party on board 
Symington’s steamer on Dalswinton Loch in 1788; and 
among his fellow-passengers was Robert Burns, a fact 
new to us, Mr. Nasmyth gives us a delightful sketch of 
bis father and his happy family and the simple Edin¬ 
burgh life of the time. He himself was born in 1808, 
and educated at the High School of Edinburgh. From 
his earliest years he delighted in mechanical invention, 
and was great at making w peeries ” and toy cannon. He 
naturally, as his father's son, learned the use of the 
pencil, and insists strongly on the great value of drawing 
to a mechanical engineer. He himself, throughout life, has 
made almost daily use of his skill in this art, and by the 
facility with which he could record his ideas and incipient 
inventions in this form, saved himself much writing, and 

S erved much that would otherwise have been lost. He 
the High School in 1820, wh n only twelve years of 
age, though afterwards he attended classes at Edinburgh 
University. At this early period he says of himself 

<f I was constantly busy j mind, hands, and body were 
kept in a State of delightful and instructive activity. When 
not drawing, I occupied myself in my father's workshop 
at the lathe, the furnace, or the .bench. I gradually 
, became initiated into every variety of mechanical and 
chemical manipulation. I made my own tools and con* 
v strutted fifty chemical apparatus, as far as lay in my 
power. With respect to the latter, I constructed a very 
handy and effective blowpipe apparatus, consisting of a 
email ah force-pomp, connected with a cylindrical vessel 
; dTtmplate. By means of an occasional use of the handy 
" Vox., xxviu.—No. 719 


S , it yielded such a fine steady blowpipe blast, as 
ed me to bend glass tubes and blow bulbs for ther¬ 
mometers, to analyse metals or mineral substances, or to 
do any other work for which intense heat was necessary. 
My natural aptitude for manipulation, whether in mecha¬ 
nical or chemical operations, proved very serviceable 
to myself as well as to others; and (as will be shown 
hereafter) it gained for me the friendship of many dis¬ 
tinguished scientific men.” 

He had moreover taken part in really practical work in 
some Edinburgh workshops, and at the age of seventeen 
he was constructing small steam-engines and models for 
illustrative purposes, and two years later he invented a 
very efficient road steam-engine. The great event in 
Nasmyth’s early life, however, was his engagement in the 
great engineering works of Henry Maudsley, of London, 
in 1829. Maudsley was, indeed, so impressed with what 
he saw of the young Scotchman’s intelligence, knowledge, 
and skill, that he at once took Nasmyth into his con¬ 
fidence as his personal assistant. In London, as in 
Edinburgh, Mr. Nasmyth made many friends among 
those whose friendship was best worth having ; through 
Brougham, for instance, he became acquainted with 
Faraday, whose friendship he retained to the end of the 
latter’s life. 

In order that he might be able to live upon his rather 
scanty wages, Nasmyth invented an ingenious cooking- 
stove, a sketch of which he gives, and by means of which 
he was able to cook a “ capital dinner” at 4 £d. Long 
before this his attention had been given to the contrivance 
of accurate cutting-tools, and one of the first things he 
did for Maudsley was to construct a nut-cutting machine. 
A visit to the north of England, in 1830, one of the 
objects of which was to see Stephenson’s “ Rocket,” gave 
him the first idea of settling ultimately in business for 
himself in the neighbourhood of Manchester. And so 
indeed he did in 1832, in a very small way, for his means 
at the time were limited. Business rapidly increased, 
and he had shortly to remove to new premises at Patri- 
croft, where in 1836 the great Bridgewater Foundry was 
in complete and efficient action. For twenty years after 
this Mr. Nasmyth continued at the head of his constantly 
growing establishment, adding to his inventions, and ex¬ 
tending his operations at home and abroad. The result 
was that at the early age of forty-eight years he felt 
himself in the happy position to be able to retire entirely 
from business and devote his life to those scientific and 
artistic pursuits which had been to him a constant source 
of pleasure. Indeed it was his full and accurate know¬ 
ledge of the science of his art, combined with his native 
insight and common sense, that enabled him to achieve 
so many mechanical triumphs. 

Mr. Nasmyth naturally enters in considerable detail 
into the history of the steam-hammer, with which his 
name is so intimately associated. The conception and 
completion of the invention seems to have been the work 
of a very brief time. He was incited to it, so early as 
1839, by the difficulty which Mr. Humphries, the engineer 
who had charge of the construction of the Great Britain 
steamship, found in finding forges powerful enough to 
weld the paddle^haft of that vessel. Mr. Humphries 
wrote to Mr. Nasmyth on the subject, and, says the 
latter 

This letter immediately set me a-thinking. How was 

Q 
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it that the existing hammers were incapable of forging a 
Wfought-iron shaft of thirty inches diameter? Simply 
because of their want of compass, of range and fall, as 
well as of their want of power of blow, A few moments' 
rapid thought satisfied me that it was by our rigidly 
adhering to the old traditional form of a smith's hand 
hammer—of which the forge and tilt hammer, although 
driven by water or steam power, were mere enlarged 
modifications—that the difficulty had arisen ; as, whenever 
the largest forge hammer was tilted up to its full height, 
its range was so small that when a piece of work of con¬ 
siderable size was placed on the anvil, the hammer 
became * gagged ’; so that, when the forging required the 
most powerful blow, it received next to no blow at all, as 
the clear space for the fall of the hammer was almost 
■entirely occupied by the work on the anvil. 

u The obvious remedy was to contrive some method by 
which a ponderous block of iron should be lifted to a 
sufficient height above the object on which it was desired 
to strike a blow, and then to let the block full down upon 
the forging, guiding it in its descent by such simple means 
as should give the required precision in the percussive 
action of the falling mass. Following up this idea, I got 
out my 1 Scheme Book/ on the pages of which I gene¬ 
rally thought out, with the aid of pen and pencil, such 
mechanical adaptations as I had conceived in my mind, 
and was thereby enabled to render them visible I then 
rapidly sketched out my Steam Hammer, having it all 
clearly before me in my mind's eye. In little more than 
half an hour after receiving Mr. Humphries 1 letter 
narrating its unlooked-for difficulty, I had the whole con¬ 
trivance, in all its executant details, before me in a page 
of my Scheme Book, a reduced photographed copy of 
which I append to this description. The date of this first 
drawing was the 24th November, 1839." 

The paddle-wheel of the Great Britain was, however, 
never forged, as about that time the substitution of the 
screw for the paddle-wheel as a means of propulsion was 
attracting much attention. Indeed, Mr. Nasmyth could 
get no English firm to take up his invention, and was 
naturally surprised to find, on a visit he made to France 
in 1842, that his steam-hammer was in full operation at 
Creuzot, M. Schneider having copied the design ) Mr. 
Nasmyth's drawing when on a visit to Patricrol^ Very I 
naturally Mr. Nasmyth on his return to England lost no 
time in protecting his invention by patent; its career 
since is well known, 

As we said, Mr. Nasmyth retired from business in 
1856, twenty-eight years ago, bought a “ Cottage" in Kent, 
a picturesque place near Penshurst, to which he gave the 
characteristic name of Hammerfield, Long before this 
he had learned to take an interest in science, especially in 
geology and astronomy. His investigations into the 
structure of the moon are well known, and these, as well 
as his examinations of the sun's surface, have been con¬ 
ducted with telescopes of his own construction. His 
elaborate work on the moon, with its magnificent series 
of views of its surface, has long been classical, and his 
contributions to the *ubj<wjt of the sun's heat are Well 
known. His imagination, When not engaged in devising 
mechanical contrivances and contributing to scientific 
theory, has often blossomed into fancy which has found 
expression in exquisite pictures of fairy-land and other 
regions of the unseen., Altogether My. Nasmyth's long 
life has been one of alippst unchequered success; from 
the first hp has clearly seen what he wished to accom¬ 
plish, aad%ith scientific precision has devised the most 
effective means of realising his sums. Not the least 


delightful and instructive of his many works is the one 
before us, which we commend to the study of all young 
engineers, as well as to all who wish to read the story of 
a successful life simply and pleasantly told, 

John Duncan's career, as told by Mr. Jolly, is a com¬ 
plete contrast to that of Mr. Nasmyth. He never rose 
above the humble station in which hs was born, nor 
apparently ever wished to do so. He had all along to 
struggle for a bare living, and was essentially unpractical. 
What little education he had was self-acquired, and it 
was never much so far as book-learning goes. His love 
of flowers was a passion. He amid many discourage¬ 
ments managed to acquire a mastery of systematic 
botany, and his collection of Scottish plants, now in the 
possession of Aberdeen University, is of real value. Every 
moment he could spare was devoted to adding to his 
collection, and partly as weaver and partly as harvester 
he traversed most of his native land. In other respects 
he was a man of superior mind, though in no sense a 
genius, and by no means to be compared with Robert 
Dick or even Thomas Edward. Mr. Jolly has narrated 
in our own columns the main facts of Duncan's career. 
Had he been more happily situated he would certainly 
have done real service to science. It is some consolation 
to think that his merits were recognised before he died, 
and that his last days were surrounded with comforts and 
attentions to which throughout his previous life he had 
been a stranger. As we have said, Mr. Jolly has made 
too big a book of the materials he has collected, and 
although it abounds in interest, it would have been more 
creditable to his literary skill had he taken the trouble to 
rid it of redundancies. 


THE HE A VENLY BODIES 

The Heavenly Bodiesj their Nature and Habitability\ 
By W. Miller, S.S.C. Edinburgh, Author of 11 Wintering 
in the Riviera." Pp. 347. (London: Hodder and 
Stoughton, 1883.) 

EW subjects could be mentioned more remote from 
the common interests and pursuits of life than 
what has been usually called the " plurality of worlds," an 
expression now so long restricted to one well-ascertained 
meaning as to have lost any ambiguity that might have 
been charged upon it. The question is one of mere 
curiosity, and leads to no direct result; but it has always 
carried with it an attraction irrespective of its unpractical 
nature, and has exercised the ingenuity of so many minds 
that its literature is of no inconsiderable extent To this 
the book now in our hands is the most recent contri¬ 
bution. It is not the work of an astronomer, as the 
author himself has informed us; but as his profession 
leads him to the examination of evidence this need not 
be considered a material disadvantage. His position, 
however, in this respect would have been improved by a 
little more care in the collection of his data, which to 
some instances, such as Madier’s "central win/' the 
satellites of Uranus and Neptune, the polar flattening dt 
Mars, and the observations of SchiapateiUi are somewhat 
In arrear; and it may be the case that those snore 
matoly conversant with the subject would esdmotse the 
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comparative value of the evidence somewhat differently' 
He has taken a very commendable degree of pains in 
collecting the opinions of former writers; though we have 
met with no notice of worthy old Derham, or the quick¬ 
eyed but fanciful Gruitbuisen; but the natural result is 
the revival of a good deal of antiquated matter that can 
hardly claim a hearing before a modern tribunal; such 
as the assumptions of the Cosmotheoros (which by the 
way he invariably cites as <t Cosmothereos *') or the 
affected niaiseries of Fontenelle. In fact, excepting for 
those who would find interest or amusement in specimens 
of almost all that has been said upon the subject, however 
absurdly nonsensical, or needlessly pugnacious, the book 
would gain by a process of winnowing and compression 
and u weighting/' if we may be permitted to use a 
technical expression. And there can be no question as 
to the advantage of a more careful revision of the 
press. 

As regards the author’s own share, there is much 
deserving of attention. He writes in an excellent spirit; 
in espousing the negative side of the question, there is no 
unfairness towards his opponents; and though some of 
his arguments carry little weight--for instance that drawn 
from what seems to him the u dismal/' " horrible/’ 

terrifying ” aspect of the moon—others are well con¬ 
sidered and expressed; and some collateral questions are 
handled in a way which demands attention, and will well 
repay it. With regard to the point in hand, if the present 
volume may not be thought to have done much to decide 
the controversy, it may be doubtful whether any future 
successor may do much more. The matter is in reality 
out of reach. The data are insufficient; and we venture 
to doubt whether any future generation may be able to 
attain more satisfactory ones. Long-continued and 
patient investigation may be fairly expected to throw 
some light upon the supposed final quiescence of the 
lunar surface; and possibly on the existence, under 
certain circumstances, of slight obscurations which might 
indicate the existence of a very attenuated atmospheric 
envelope; but this would still leave us a,t an immense 
and hopeless distance from any certain proof of habita¬ 
tion. As to the other, heavenly bodies our position is 
worse still. The observations of Schiaparelli, supported 
to some extent by those of others, and at any rate deserv¬ 
ing of respectful attention, tend to divest Mars of some of 
his supposed similarity to our own globe; and the con¬ 
clusions hitherto attempted to be drawn as to the condition 
of the other planetary surfaces are, we venture to think, 
Still less satisfactory* Opinion at present can be little 
better than conjecture; and it is uncertain at the best 
whether it will ever be permitted to us to make a further 
advance. The most ingenious analogical reasoning is 
not demonstration, and the decision of the finest tele¬ 
scopes would be invoked in vain. Art interesting inquiry 
might be entered upon as to the prospects of opticians 
and observers; tbe conclusion'possibly might be that 
their future is somewhat cloudy and obscure. At least 
We might venture to predict, from past experience, that 
tbe accomplished solution of anyone of the mysteries 
which now confront us would only prove a prelude to 
problems still more insoluble, and proof still more con¬ 
vincing of the comparatively bounded Character of all 
hbman knowledge. 


OUR ROOK SHELF 

United States Commission of Fisk and Fisher ies. 

Part vii. Report of the Commissioner for 1879. 

The contents of the present volume, embracing details 
of the work done by the United States Fishery Commis¬ 
sioner for the year 1879, are quite as varied and even of 
greater interest, if that be possible, than the preceding 
reports. The specific objects of the methodical inquiry 
which has now been going on for over twelve years, has 
for its object to report progress in regard to the propaga¬ 
tion of food-fishes in the waters of the United States, as 
also to afford information as to the decrease in the stock 
of food-fishes. As has been already stated in the columns 
of Nature, in which previous reports have been reviewed, 
the inquiry which has been so long in progress is being 
conducted in a thorough and searching way; it embraces 
the consideration of every topic calculated to throw light 
on the economy of the American fisheries. Nothing that 
can be deemed illustrative is neglected—the literature 
devoted to the natural history of food-fishes, or to de¬ 
scriptions of the fisheries of other countries, especially 
those of Europe, has been largely utilised in preparing 
the reports, wjtn the result of making the volumes which 
have been issued a perfect encyclopaedia of fishery infor¬ 
mation. The contents of the present report embrace a 
full account of the work overtaken in 1879 and the early 
part of 1880. The fishes which have been more parti¬ 
cularly dealt with in the period noted are the Californian 
Salmon (Sa/mo Quinnat\ the Atlantic Salmon (S. Solar ), 
the Mountain or “Rainbow” Trout of California (S. 
Irideus ), as also the Schoodic Salmon (S. Salar, var. 
Stbago)* Various details are also given of what has been 
done in carp culture, as also of experiments made with 
the Striped Bass {Ho ecus line at us), and the Shad ( Alosa 
saptdissima). This fish is dealt with quite in wholesale 
fashion, the figures quoted being really marvellous, as 
many as 16,062,000 of young shad being distributed, a 
complete record being kept of the places to which they 
were forwarded ; in the previous year the distribution of 
this fish reached the figure of fifteen and a half millions. 
Among the distinctive articles contributed to the present 
volume are some of rare importance ; we may refer to 
that by Prof. Barlow on “The Marine Algae of New 
England/' which is both interesting and exhaustive; it 
extends to 210 pages of the volume now before us, and 
is illustrated by a series of well-executed drawings. 
Another paper of importance, full of curious information, 
is that of Mr. A. E. VerriU, “ On the Cephalopoda of the 
North-east Coast of America” ; it is also profusely 
illustrated with fine drawings. “ The Propagation of the 
Eel M is a contribution which is sure to attract attention; 
the article is by Dr. Otto Hermes, and was read before 
the German Fishery Association; although brief it con¬ 
tains many features of interest in connection with the 
natural history of the curious animal of which it treats, 
and describes most distinctly the differences of the two 
sexes. The author of this paper announces that the old 
eels, both males and females, die soon after the spawning 
season ; “ the extraordinarily rapid development of their 
organs of generation exhausts them to such a degree that 
they die soon after having spawned/’ This is the reason 
why they are never seen to return to the rivers. Among 
the miscellaneous contents of the present report will be 
found instructive essays on tbe food of marine animals, 
by Prof. E. Mobius. In the appendix will be found a 
very readable account of the herring fisheries of Iceland, 
as also a short treatise on tbe fisheries of the we*t coast 
of South America. One oF the most scientific papers 
which is given fo one containing a reprint of a series of 
extracts from the investigations of the Commission for 
the Scientific Examination of the German Seas—it con¬ 
tains much that will prove of interest both to naturalists 
and economists. It may be safely said alike of the 
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present and the preceding reports, that they contain a 
miss of information on fish and fisheries of a kind which 
has never been before brought to a focus, and in issuing 
such a guide to all interested, the United States Govern¬ 
ment has set us an example which we ought at once to 
follow. The volume is published at Washington, and is 
printed at the Government Printing Office. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not Hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents . Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts , 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications , 

( The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible . The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting ana novel facts,] 

Cyanogen in Small Induction Sparks in Free Air 

Among the “Notes" in Nature for July 19 (p. 281), where the 
products of combustion ore given for various illuminanW in 
common or uncommon use, and where coal-gas, oils, and 
candles have a fearful amount of both water-vapour and car¬ 
bonic add charged against them, the return for electric lights 
tnth In the arc and incandescent shapes is given as o*o for each ; 
a return which is there considered to show ** the great supre¬ 
macy of electric lighting over all the other methods of illumina¬ 
tion when considered as a matter of health." 

Now this I believe is most happily true of the incandescent 
electric lights hermetically sealed in their vacuous glass globes; 
but who, on second thoughts, would presume to say that it is so 
with the arc lights, consuming their carbons visibly in the open 
air? The solid carbon gradually disappears from view, every 
one allows, and if it has not combined in gaseous condition with 
the oxygen of the atmosphere, like that of wax candles, it must 
have mainly combined with the nitrogen, and formed the far 
more deleterious compound gas, cyanogen, the basis of prussic 
acid 1 and that such gas or hydrocyanic acid is produced in the 
electric arc wag act forth by Prof. James Dewar in the Royal 
Society Proceedings for June 19, 1879. 

Leaving the great arc lights, therefore, to such a master of 
the subject, chemical, physical, and electrical, as the Jacksonian 
Professor in the University of Cambridge, I would request to be 
allowed to meution here a spectroscopic proof, which I have not 
seen mentioned before, that cyanogen is also formed in every 
induction electric spark worked under atmospheric pressure. 

In plate 1 of M. Lecoq de Boisbaudran’s admirable “ Spectres 
Lumineux " he give* beautifully engraved views of the spectrum 
of the induction electric spark first at the positive pole, then at 
the negative pole with a “mean length" of spark, which was in 
his case probably about one inch ; its extreme length with his in¬ 
duction coil and bichromate battery, in its best condition, being 
two inches. 

Now the spectrum he gives for the positive pole i9 neither 
more nor less than the low temperature spectrum of nitrogen ; 
that is as we see nitrogen in a gas-vacuum tube, with all its 
numerous and delicately shaded bands as such, though it is 
bioxide of nitrogen according to M. Thalen. 

But the spectrum which M. Lecoq de Boisbaudran gives for 
the negative pole has in addition to the above, and besides the 
red hydrogen line, a number of other most distinct lines and 
bands, including one line in the violet, which he dignifies with 
Abe letter a, and which is certainly the grandest thing in the 
whole spectrum. 

In HU printed pages I do not find that the celebrated French 
spcctroscopist gives any explanation of the origin of either that 
line or the other supernumeraries, the hydrogen line excepted. 
But on turning to my own paper on “Gaseous Spectra ” printed in 
vol. xxx, of the Transactions of the Royal Society # Edinburgh , 
in 1881, I find on pp. 119 and 122, last column, that almost 
every one of the lines and bands which 1 had separated there 
from the impurities or associated elements of the tube's contents 
and hod put down Os due to the 00mpound gtw “ cyanogen ” 
is coincident in place and character with some one or other 
supernumerary in M. Lecoq de Boisbaudran’s spectrum of the 
native pole. My spectrum places are indeed very rough, 
owing to the small amount of dispersion then employed, vis. 
one Ample prism of white flint with a refracting angle of 5a* ; 
hat the testimony of the whole is cumulative, and, considering 
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Cyanogen's Concluded Spectral Lines by C. Pia&zi Smyth , with a 
rather Narrow Slit 
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tbe totally independent manner in which my results were arrived 
at, and the certainty with which they were stated on their own 
merits, perfectly overwhelming, A 
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facile princeps in M. Lccoq de Boisbaudran's spectrum of the 
negative pole, and was therefore termed a by him, though to 
the confounding of his series of Greek letters in the positive 
pole's spectrum—I wrote of it in 1880 as "grand line peculiar 
to cyanogen," "the powerfnl violet line (viz. the above) at 59>4°5 
W.N.B. inch, may become useful as a reference for place to 
many observers,” and "grandly strong violet line, followed by 
a band ; specially characteristic of cyanogen." 

But a better view of the testimony of the whole case will 
be found in the above pair of tables, in the first of which 
I have collected, in a rude way of my own, all the lines 
and bands which are supernumerary in M. Lecoq de Boisbau* 
dran’s negative, as compared with his positive, pole ; and in the 
second I have entered my former conclusions from gas-vacuum 
tube observations of what spectral lines and bands are peculiar 
to the compound gas cyanogen. C, Piazzi Smyth 

15, Royel Terrace, Edinburgh, July 35 


The Barlieat Known Plotting Scale 

The Babylonian statues recently acquired for the Louvre by 
the mission of M. de Sarzec are of great interest in the history 
of measurement. The earliest datable measuring rods hitherto 
known are two Egyptian masons' cubits of wood, of the reign of 
Hor-em-heb in the fifteenth century u.C. ; but on these statues 
we find represented not merely a mason's rod, but a finely- 
divided plotting scale, and the date of the e figures is placed 
before the fifteenth century B.c. Of course the accurate lengths 
of cubits can easily be recovered from the dimensions of build¬ 
ings of the earliest periods ; but no measures, or accurate repre¬ 
sentations of such, are preserved to us from the primitive times. 

There are several of these diorite statues of King Goudea in 
the Louvre, some rather less and some rather more than life size ; 
all finely executed in a style superior to anything of the later 
times from Mesopotamia, with which we were already familiar. 
They are wrought by means of tubular drills and graving tool 5 , 
by which lengthy and delicate inscriptions are cut all over the 
surfaces ; the tools employed seem to have been very similar to 
those used by the early Egyptians for their statuary in diorite, 
which I recently described at the Anthropological Institute. 

The statues which now concern us are two seated figures of an 
architect (or perhaps the king, as founder); these each bear on 
the knees a drawing board, 6*3 x 11*3 and 7*4 x 12*7 inches 
respectively. One board is plain, the other has an elaborate 
outline of a fortified town, showing all the buttresses and turns 
of the wall. By the right band of each figure lies a drawing 
stylus, and along the front of each board a plotting scale, sub¬ 
divided along both outer and inner face. 

These scales have a sloping lace along each side, like modern 
scales, but meeting in a ridge at the top, like French plotting 
scales, without a level space. The breadth is *90, and height 
*33 inch, sloping therefore about 36°; the length is just over 
I04 inches, or half a cubit, the terminals being lines, with a 
small surplus beyond them. 

The subdivisions vary on the different sides; but the genera] 
arrangement is a uniform series of spaces, which we will call 
digits; these are each *V of the half cubit, or '653 inch. Then 
along one side of each rod the alternate digits are subdivided ; 
thus there can be no confusion between digit lines and sub¬ 
divisions. The dividing lines run the whole width of the face; 
they are aboutinch wide, and scored out nearly as deep into 
the diorite. The subdivisions are of halves, thirds, fourths, 
fifths, and sixths of a digit j and two sixths are carried over to 
the other side of the scale, and there further divided into 
twelfths and eighteenths of a digit; this last fraction being only 
A of an inch. 

By calculating a normal scale from the various digit lines (as 
described in ^Inductive Metrology," p. 31) the average error 
of division may then be computed? It is about the same for 
the digits and also the subdivisions, varying on different sides 
fr6m *009 to *or£ inch 1 the mean error of all the digit marks is 
*011 inch, or about half the breadth of a cut. But it is not to 
be expected that mere decorative representations like these would 
be divided with the same care as actual working scales. The 
mean value of the cubit deduced from these scales is 20'$9 ±’07 
inch, which is apparently a long variant of the old 30*63 cubit, 
and not the later Assyrian cubit of argor ar6. 

The actual values of the divisions of the two rides of each 
scale are as follows, stating the amounts as differences from the 
normal scale in thousandths of au inch, which enables the varia¬ 


tions to be most plainly seen. The points measured were about 
one-third from the bottom edge toward the top ridge. 
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The plain dots show that there was no mark ; the dots in 
brackets where a mark is defaced, or the whole surface destroyed. 
The great error of *058 inch is due to a cut run askew, the line 
being as accurate as the others on the outer face of the rod. 

I am indebted to M. Ledrain for kindly granting me permis¬ 
sion to take the measurements from these statue?. 

Bromley, Kent W. M. Flinders Petrie 


A Result of our Testimonial System 

A little incident has come under my notice of such a cha¬ 
racter that I think it ought to be made known to the readers of 
Nature. 

A candidate, whom I will call Mr. A. B., for a vacant scien¬ 
tific chair in this country writes to an eminent German professor 
for a "testimonial," ana in bis letter there occurs the lolloping 
remarkable sentence 

. . 17 ?ufy t *83 

" Dear Sir,— I intend applying for the vacant chair of . . . 
at . . and would feel grateful if you could send me a testi¬ 
monial saying a few favourable things of my contributions to the 
science of . . . 

. I hope that you will not think me too bold in asking 
this request, and as I know your time is too valuable to be tres¬ 
passed on by a stranger, I beg that you will accept the inclosed," 

The German professor, whom I will call Prof. C., thereupon 
writes to a diUtnguisbed English professor, who is a personal 
friend of bis, the following letter, which has been placed In my 
hands with the request that X wiU add a few comments. The 
letter, which I give in its original Language in order that none of 
Its force may be lost, runs as follows 
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•* Verehrter Herr College,—Ihre freundliche Gesinnutig gegen 
mich, ermuthigt mich, *Ihnen folgenderi J r all vorzutragen, mit 
der Bitte mo^lichst vide ihrer Herrn Collegeu und, wenn Sie 
«s fur gut halten, auch die Presse davon in Kenntniss zu setzen. 

** ]cli katfe schon ofter aus England Briefe erhalten von Can¬ 
didate fur irgendwelche . . . I’rofessur mit der Bitte eio Zeug- 
niss ueber ihre Leistungen anzustellen. Ich habe, da mir diese 
Art der Bewerbung, wie sie in England Icider gcbrauchlich ist, 
im h»>cbhten Grade zuwider, meint derartige Schreiben gar nicht 
beant world. Neulich erhielt ich nun »ber einen Brief aus . . . 
von eineni gewissen . . . der an Schamlosigkeit Allea ueber- 
steigt, zum Mittel der BeRtecbung greift. Es klingt unglaub- 
Jicb, aber llcrr . . . ist ao schamlos, mir als Preis fiir ein 
Empfclilungschrcibcn Geld anzubitten . Damit Sie Rich selbst 
davon ueberzeugen kdnnen, sendc ich Ihnen das Original mit 
-der ergebensten Bitte mir dosselbe nach gewonnener Einsicht 
be/w. Abschrift, wieder zuriickzusenden. Eingelegt war eine 
An weisung auf I guinea ! Letztere sende ich heute ohne Brief 
,recommandirt an . . . zuriick. Ich habe Beider hier meinen 
Freunden gezeigt und werde auch vor Zeugen die Rucksendung 
der Anweisung auf 1 Guinea vornehmen. 

“Ich glaubc, verehrtcr Herr College, dieser Fall ist dazu 
angethan, weiteren Krcisen mitgetheilt zu werden, um zu ver- 
hindern dnss ein solch crbiirmlicher Mensch wie . . . etwas die 
Stelle in . . . erlmltc. Ihnen im voraus fiir Ihre Miihe 
dankend mit vorzuglichste Hochachtung, 

“Thr Ergebenster, . . ” 

1 imagine that all Englishmen on reading the above will, like 
myself, be filled with shame that any one speaking our tongue 
should have laid himself open to such a rebuke. 

At the same time it seems to me quite possible that Prof. C/s 
view of the matter is unduly severe and indeed unjust. I do 
no 4 know Mr. A. B. personally, and am quite ignorant of what 
character he bears ; but I can conceive that he has fallen into 
this disgrace through a clumsy attempt to car. v out to its logical 
conclusion our English system of testimonials. He can hardly 
have thought that so distinguished and successful a man as Prof. C. 
could b 3 bribed to say something hand some by a p 0 l -office order for 
one guinea ; and he cannot be so ignorant as not to I *t aware of the 
jmt pride which all Germans feel in the integrity and honour of 
their professoriate ; it is quite open for us to sup x>se that he was 
really offering Prof. C. a fee for a profession il service. And 
really when you come to think of it, this is a point of view for 
which something may be said. Only last wr k, in talking to a 
colleague about testimonials, I asked himho'v many testimonials 
he wrote on an average a week. He replied that he thought 
not more than a down or fifteen. In fact when a man, espe¬ 
cially one who has spent some years in teaching, has acquired a 
certain reputation in science, the tax upon his time and energy 
for the skilful composition and wrltng of appropriate testimo¬ 
nials amounts during his lifetime to a something which, con¬ 
verted at the market value of hu powers into pounds, shillings, 
and pence, would appear no mean sum. 

Now—and this is the kernel of the matter—no one would 
.grudge rime spent in assisting a deserving man to get into a 
place for which he was fitted; but our testimonial system has 
nowadays reached such dimensions that only a few of the testi¬ 
monials written have this end in view. I am writing freely, 
because this is a very serious matter, and one which I have much 
at heart; I therefore do not hesitate to say, what indeed is well 
known, that great skill has been reached by many in the art both 
of writing and reading testimonials. Many testimonials are 
framed after that well-known formula for acknowledging the 
receipt of pamphlets which runs as follows:—“Pear Sir,—I 
beg to thank you for the valuable pamphlet which you have so 
kindly sent me, and which I will lose no time in reacting.” And 
I heard the other day a testimonial praised because It showed 
the electors whom not to elect, 

Surely the time has come to consider whether this plague of 
testimonials (for it is hardly le*s) cannot in some measure be 
stayed. At all events, cannot in higher places at least some 
steps be taken to mend matters ? When such a post aB a pro¬ 
fessorship is vacant, it is the duty of the electors to make 
themselves acquainted with the manner of man wanted and to 
had him; our present plan lays upon all persons connected with 
the subject of the chair the burden of trying to enlighten the 
electors as to the claim* of this or that candidate. A passage in 
Prof. C/s letter shows ho# degrading the Germans think our 
method$ and it is not agreeable to Englishmen to read each 


passages. Yet every one who has had to struggle fora post 
with testimonials must feel that auch criticisms are just, and that 
the process is one distasteful to a right-minded man* And it U 
also unnecessary, I, for one, would rejoice to see the German 
system of a “call” introduced into our professorial elections; 
but if we cannot obtain this, let us at least do away with testi¬ 
monials. In the recent elections at the University of Cambridge, 
the following significant phrase occurred in the announcements of 
the vacancies: “testimonials, if any , to be addressed, Ac.” ; 
and os a matter of fact, in the cases of the four chairs recently 
filled up on the new system, the man chosen in each case had 
sent in no testimonials. Why cannot this be done in all elec¬ 
tions to professorial chairs ? where, as may sometimes be the 
case, the candidates are previously not all thoroughly known, the 
electors, by reference, formal or otherwise, can easily make 
themselves acquainted with their relative merits ; and indeed, as 
1 just now said, it is their duty to make such inquiries, and not 
simply to collate, interpret, and form their decisions on the 
curious documents which we call testimonials. 

Hence, though I venture to send this communication to 
Nature for the purpose of making an example of Mr. A. B/s 
post office order for one guinea, I cannot help thinking that he, 
though sinning, is also sinned against, and that our system of 
testimonials is to be blamed as well as he. M. FOSTER 


Birds and Cholera 

You ask in one of your ** Notes ” (p, 329), what can be the 
cause of birds leaving a locality before the approach of cholera? 
The following anecdote may be of interest, but I of course 
cannot vouch for its having any real connection with the subject. 
It must have been in the summer of 1848 that I was invited to 
meet a party at my uncle’s house in the Close at Salisbury, on 
the occasion of the visit of the Antiquarian Society. On arriving 
1 found the cholera raging, and the party put off. There were 
in the house only the gardener and his wife, whom, having been 
previously servants to my father, I had known from my child¬ 
hood. The gardener told me that, just before the outbreak of 
the disease, the man whose duty it was to oil the vane upon the 
spire had made Ids annual ascent (of 404 feet), and had per¬ 
ceived a foul scent, which, it seems, had not been noticed below. 
The inhabitants connected this with the appearance of the 
epidemic shortly afterwards. Birds might no doubt be affected 
by such a circumstance. O. Fisher 


This has been remarked before. It Is recorded of the great 
outbreak of cholera at Salisbury in 1849—can any of your corre¬ 
spondents say where ?—that an officer recently from India, hap¬ 
pening to make the ascent of the Cathedral, exclaimed suddenly, 
“I smell cholera! ” Immediately afterwards the outbreak fol¬ 
lowed, when it was observed that the birds (swallows are espe¬ 
cially in my remembrance) had fled the neighbourhood. If these 
two incidents are to be trusted, it can scarcely be doubtful that 
there is a connection between them. Henry Cecil 

Breguer, Bournemouth, August 6 


You will find a very interesting but rather sceptical paper on 
the supposed connection of birds leaving towns with invasions 
of cholera (Nature, vol. xxviii. p. 3*9), by Pforrer Hiickel of 
Winds helm, in the monthly journal, Der toolosische Garten 
(Bavaria), September, 1873 (vol. xiv. p. 328), published by the 
Zool. Gesellschaft of Fraukfort-on-Main. D, WW. 

Freiburg, Baden!a, August 4 


Animal Intelligence 

Several remarkable instances of intelligence in animals have 
been given in recent numbers of NATURE. Possibly the follow¬ 
ing instance of reasoning power in an elephant may not be 
without interestSome years ago X was ascending the lower part 
of the Darjeeling Hill Road, in the Himalaya Mountains, from 
Terai. At a certain part of the road, where we met a string of 
bullock carts, the outer few feet woe encumbered by a long Hat- 
topped heap of small rounded boulders, piled there to be broken 
up tar rpad metal; from the outer edge there was a steep, almost 
precipitous, slope. On the inner side of the road was a 
small drain, and then a few feet of comparatively level gWM*hd 
between the drain and the elope above. The carta just mentioned 
were of the usual kind, the body (constructed of bamboo) about 
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u feet long, and 3i feet broad, with the wheels near the middle, 
each cart being drawn by a pair of bullocks, The mahout 
(driver) of the elephant I was riding having halted the animal 
close up to the heap of boulders, there was just room left between 
the elephant and the chain for the carts to pass. These carts 
were tne ordinary vehicles of the country, and under ordinary 
circumstances an elephant would no more think of “ shying ” at 
them than a London dray horse would think of shying at a cab. 
Yet as the carts went by one by one my elephant became more 
and more uheasy, and finally, in spite of the efforts of the 
mahout to restrain her, mounted on the heap of boulders, at 
the risk (which, considering how cautious elephants ore in 
treading on suspicious ground, I believe she must have seen quite 
as clearly as the mahout or I) of rolling down the slope below 
tHe road, if the rounded boulders shifted and gave way beneath 
her weight. It was some time before I perceived the cause of 
her fear, Elephants, even in India, are uncommon, and bullocks, 
as well as otner domestic animals, generally feel considerable 
dread of them from their unusual appearance as well as their 
size. The bullocks in question were greatly frightened at having 
to pass to close to the bulky brute, and several of them in pasting 
tried to get away from her by jumping the drain. It required all 
the efforts of the drivers to prevent their doing it. The elephant*; 
evidently saw that the bullocks were frightened and that they 
were trying to jump the drain, and she further calculated that if 
they did so the long tail of the cart would swing sharply round 
in the opposite direction and strike her violently across the fore 
legs. Of the two risks she preferred that of mounting on the 
heap of boulders. F, R. Mallet 

Calcutta, July 


As Nature frequently contains notices of intelligence in 
animals, I have ventured to send you the inclosed note from the 
Reading local paper, as containing a remarkable fact regarding 
intelligence in a blind horse. The writer, Mr. Gostage, is quite 
trustworthy, and I have taken pains to verify the truth of his 
statements. Joseph Stevens 

128, Oxford Road, Reading, August 6 

Note published in the Heading Observer of August 4 , 

1883 

Sagacity of the Horse 

Sir,—A circumstance >o fully illustrative of the sagacity of 
the horse was witnessed in the neighbourhood of Mortimer last 
Saturday, and reported to me through the owner, that I think 
it worth publicity. I can vouch for its truthfulness, and if any 
doubt arises I can introduce fcuch doubter to the owner. The 
hor e under notice, an old blind one, belonging to a small trades¬ 
man and farmer, was turned out to graze on the common pear 
the owner’s house. For some cause it w ound its way through 
lanes to the blacksmith’**, where he had often been before. The 
entrance to the forge is difficult of access on account of the ditches 
cm either side, but the animal reached it safely, took its stand by 
the forge, and then neighed. The blacksmith, being at work in 
his garden, and hearing a horse neigh, looked for it, and not 
seeing it, returned to hu gardening operations. In a short time 
he heard it again, but could not see a horse anywhere, until he 
went into his shop, when he found it standing very quietly by 
the forge as If waiting to be shod. Thinking some one must 
have brought it there, the blacksmith looked at its feet, and 
found one with the shoe pressing into the frog, causing great 
pain. He then put on another shoe, and sent the hone back to 
its owner. 

This instance of sagacity is so cleat and telling that I thought 
it desirable to ask you, Mr. Editor, to publish it. 

Yours truly, 

S. Gostage 

King’s Street, Reading, August, 1883 | 


Accounts are not rare of female oats having adopted the 
yobng of other creatures when deprived of their own, or while 
nursing their own young, but I have never met with a case like 
the following:— 

My tom cat, Smut, whose eighteenth birthday u as lately cele¬ 
brated, has always been kind to kittens; and a long friendship 
with a tame rabbit was only terminated by the death of the 
rabbit la consequence of eating too much plum pudding one 
, Christmas. But his benevolence to feathered creatures was first 
tffcWV fa ififii, when, having a solitary chick hatched out of a 


clutch, I bethought me of making him useful as nurse, and with 
some fear put the chick into his basket. The experiment answered 
admirably, except that Smut sometimes licked the feathers the 
wrong way; and when about a fortnight afterwards the chicken 
was accidentally killed, It was curious to see its foster-father's 
search for it during the following three or four days. 

Since then Smut has taken charge of as many as fifteen young 
chickens at a time, but he has never evinced the same affection 
for them as for his furt feathered foster-child. 

J. de B. F. P. 

The Orphange, Wandsworth Road, August 7 


Different Sources of Illumination 

In your issue of July 19 you give in the “Notes” (p. 281) 
some interesting data as to the products of combustion and heat 
produced by different sources of illumination, each being of too 
candle-power and giving off this light for one hour. This is 
valuable information, and I am sure that others besides myself 
would be glad if you could give a reference to the authority. I 
would also suggest that it would be interesting to have a com¬ 
parative authoritative statement as to the carbonic acid and heat 
produced in the same time by an average human being. I was 
told the other day by a mining engineer that he finds that one 
oil-lamp contaminates the air to the same extent as one minor 
when at work. It is often stated that one gas-burner in a theatre 
is as deleterious as six members of the audience. If the true 
state of the case were published in your columns, it would be 
interesting to many. George Forbes 

34, Great George Street, Westminster, July 20 

[The information is based on an article in La Lumibrehlectrique 
for June 16 .—Ed.]. 


A Remarkable Form of Cloud 

An account, which will I believe be found satisfactory, of the 
formation of the type of cloud described in Nature (vol. xxviii. 
pp. 2 99> 320), w iH be found in a paper read by me before the 
Meteorological Society on June 20 last, and which will be pub¬ 
lished in tnc next Quarterly Journal of the Society. The paper 
is on “ The Structure of Cirro-filum, or Ice-cloud disposed in 
Threads.” A very valuable contribution to our knowledge on this 
subject will also be found in an article by Dr. Linn (“ Ueber die 
Entstehung der Wolkenstreifen,” Zeitschrift fur Meteorologies 
xviii. 52 ), to which I would refer those of your readers who are 
interested in the topic. 

The cloud is very common, and regular reports of the direction 
both of movement and of “filature, elements of very consider¬ 
able value in the prognosis of weather, have been, for some years 
past, sent to the Meteorological Office by a limited number of 
observers. W. Clement Ley 


Diseaue of Potatoes 

When I read the note from Natural in Nature, vol, xxviii. 
p. 281, it appeared to me that Herr Anda was describing the 
same effects in the potato stalk as had been described by 
Berkeley in 1846. In his description of the usual potato disease 
Berkeley<says:—“The stem now rapidly putrefies, the cuticle 
and its subjacent tissue become pulpy, and separate when touched 
from the woody parts beneath. The whole soon dries up, and 
in many instances exhibits in the centre the black, irregular 
fungoid masses which are known under the name of Sclerotium 
vartum, and which are believed to be the mycelium of certain 
moulds in a high state of condensation.” 

Now the Sclerotium varium grows exactly as described by* 
Herr Anda; but so far as it has appeared here, it docs not seem 
to be truly parasitical, but only begins to be developed on die 
potato stalks when they are dying down of the common disease. 
Whether this Sclerotium is the same as that referred to by Mr. 
W. G. Smith (Nature, vol, xxviii, p. 299) 1 do not know, but 
probably it is. He says he did not get his to germinate ; while 
Herr Anda describes the fruit of the Sclerotia found at 
Stavanger, 

From “pink eye" potato stalks of last year I threshed out a 
quarter of a pound of Sclerotium varium, and at the present 
time I have hundreds of specimens germinating in the way Herr 
Anda describes; one stalk only has yet come to wh*t I regard 
as the perfect fructification, having developed at the apex a 
beautiful little cap; but about a score of others of those first 
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laid on wet cloth arc beginning to give distinct evidence of the 
production of cups. The probability at present 4 * that S . 7tarktm 
is the K dirotiu'D of a peziza, nearly allied to Peziza tuberosa . 

A, Stephen Wilson 

North Kinmundy, Aberdeen, July 30 

P.S.—Since the above was written I have discovered amongst 
growing potatoes great numbers of S. varium with the completed 
fungus attached to them. It is a yellowish-brown Fezua of 
various diameters up to half an inch. I send you a box of 
specimens.—A. S. W, 


* “ Zoology at the Fisheries Exhibition " 

In Nature, voh xxviii, p, 289, is an article upon the zoology 
of the Fisheries Exhibition, in which the writer states that some 
of the corals exhibited by Lady Brassey belong to me and are 
not that lady's property. Will you permit me to emphatically 
assert that not a single coral in the case belongs or ever did 
belong to myself, and that every specimen was procured by Lady 
Brassy during her voyages in the Sunbeam, 

What is meant by the words *' gratuitous inventions" I can¬ 
not understand ; the new species were carefully compared with 
those in the British Museum, also with those obtained during 
the Challenger expedition, nnd with the works of Lamarck, Dana, 
Milne-Edwards, Moseley, and others. 

It is possible that the commissionaire in charge may have, in 
dusting the collection, shifted some of the labels, but the fact 
remains that Lady Brassey’s collection of corals is the only one 
in the Exhibition which gives any information either upon the 
nomenclature or habitat of the specimens exhibited. 

304, Regent Street, W., August 4 Bryce-Wrigut 


M The Student's Mechanics ” 

I have no wish to quarrel with the review you have printed 
of my book, “ The Student's Mechanics and I have to thank 
the reviewer for drawing attention to one omission, namely, the 
failure to explain fully the second law of motion, as related to 
the two methods of measuring force. But I should be glad to 
be allowed a few words to explain my treatment of Accelerating 
and Moving force. One of my objects was to clear away, by full 
explanation, the confusion which no doubt sometimes exists as to 
those terms; and this I could not have done if I had omitted 
them altogether. It will be long before a reader of works on 
mechanics can safely remain ignorant of their meaning ; and 
indeed the discussions of force as causing change of velocity 
simply (as in kinematics), and as causing change of momentum, 
are stdl kept so much apart that terms to indicate the distinction 
do not seem out of place. Nor do I see any confusion likely to 
arise between 44 acceleration" and 4 ‘acceleratingforce ” ; the one 
is the actual change of velocity in a given time, the other is the 
force which causes that change. The latter is measured by the 
former, but it is not the same thing. In Art. 422 the word 
44 accelerating " is simply used in opposition to 44 retarding,” in 
the sense of that which increases velocity instead of diminishing 
it: I know no other word in use for the same purpose. Lastly, 
the proof iu Art, 359 was given precisely to supply the omission 
to which your reviewer calls attention, and which does exist in 
the ordinary proofs that no velocity is lost in passing round a 
smooth curve. I there show that tne Hum of such losses, in a 
given time, is indefinitely small compared with the sum of another 
set of quantities, which sum is Itself finite ; hence the first sum 
may properly be neglected. Walter R. Browne 

Sand 

As explained in my note on p. 245, I had not the advantage 
of perusing Mr. Waller’s paper on “Sand," Mr, Gardner, in 
his notice of it gave the first place to 44 distinguishing with 
certainty by the aid of the microscope sand that has been worn 
by the action of wind from sand that has been for long exposed 
to surf, and this again from sand brought down from torrents," 
I assumed this was its primary object. In this I am in error. 
Mr. Waller says his 44 paper was to show that chalk flint# had 
scarcely any place in the formation of sand.” Had I known 
this was the purpose of his writing I would not have troubled 
you with any remarks, as I entirely agree with Mr. Gardner 
when he says, as in p. 22$ : 41 The coast-line occupied by flint 
shipgle is almost limited to portions of Western Europe, and 1s 
rclav.vely insignificant." 

I am glad to learn that Mr. Waller has a more comprehensive 


object in view, and that a large series of sands from modem and 
ancient formations are being examined microscopically, and 
shall be glad to supply portions of specimens of the soils and 
subsoils of Australia ana New Zealand which contain sand, and 
were examined under the microscope ten year# ago, to compare 
their form and appearance with similarly situated soils from 
Europe. James Melvin 

Treble Primary Rainbow 

On Sunday, July 15, as a heavy thunderstorm was passing 
away from over this place, a brilliant rainbow appeared a little 
to the south of east about 5.45 p.m. There was a complete 
primary arch and a nearly perfect secondary one, and on being 
led to examine the former in consequence of its appearing un¬ 
usually broad, it appeared to be made up of three bows, one 
directly below the other. The red of the spectrum being re¬ 
peated three times was what drew my attention to this point. 
The two lower bows appeared smaller than the top primary arch. 
Thinking I must be suffering from some optical illusion, I got 
my wife, brother, and my little girl of nine, all to look carefully 
at the rainbow, and found that they all saw three distinct bows 
in the primary arch, in addition to the secondary arch. Is not 
this an unu ual occurrence ? R. 

Bexley, Kent, July 21 

[This is merely the well-known phenomenon called spurious 
bows , which has not yet found its way into the 41 popular " class of 
text books, though the principles of its explanation were long ago 
pointed out by Young. The full theory was given by Airy, and 
found to coincide with the very exact measurements of Hallowes 
Miller. When the raindrops are all of the same size, each 
wave-length in the rainbow has one principal maximum with an 
Infinite number of subsidiary maxima of rapidly-decreasing 
brightness. These lie inside the chief maximum in the primary 
rainbow, and outside it in the secondary.— Ed.] 


FUEGIAN ETHNOLOGY 

N Guido Cora’s Cosmos for May, 1883, Lieut. Bove, of 
the Italian Antarctic Expedition, supplies some inter¬ 
esting details on the little known inhabitants of Tierra del 
Fuego, amongst whom he spent some time in the spring 
of the present year. He speaks highly of the English 
missionaries stationed at Ushiwaya, in Beagle Channel, 
who have succeeded in introducing a few rudimentary 
notions of human culture amongst several tribes hitherto 
supposed to be quite irreclaimable. As had long been 
suspected, the archipelago is found to be occupied not by 
one but by three distinct races, the Alacalufs in the west, 
the Onas in the east, and the Yagans in the south. Of 
these the Yagans, who stretch from the north side of 
Beagle Channel southwards to Cape Horn, appear to be 
the true aborigines. They have been driven to the 
southernmost and most inhospitable islands by the Onas 
and Alacalufs, both intruding from the mainland. The 
Onas, who are clearly of Tehuelche origin, penetrated 
from Patagonia across the eastern arm of Magellan 
Strait, into the large island of King Charles South Land 
(Eastern Tierra del Fuego), which they now hold almost 
exclusively. In the same way the Alacalufs, of Arau- 
canian stock, made their way from the Chilian Andes, 
across the western arm of Magellan Strait, into the 
western islands, which they now occupy from Cape Pillar 
to Stewart Island, at the Pacific entrance of Beagle Channel. 
They number scarcely more than 2000 altogether, while 
the Yagans and Alacalufs are estimated by the English 
missionaries at about 3000 each, giving 8000 for the 
whole archipelago. 

Although now representing the most aboriginal element, 
the Yagans themselves would appear to belong originally 
to the same Chilian family as the Alacalufs, the points of 
difference being easily explained by their longer !eolation 
from the parent stock and by tne more unfavourable 
climatic conditions of their present homes. From nu¬ 
merous measurements taken by Bove, they seem to fee 
much below the middle height, although still nearly as 
tall as the Araucanions of the mainland. Of these the 
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average stature, according to D ? Orbigny,is 5 feet 3 inches, 
while the Yagana range from 4 feet io inches to 5 feet 
4 inches,and the women from 4 feet 9 inches to 5 feet. 
But in other respects they present a more debased ap¬ 
pearance than their continental congeners, being distin¬ 
guished by low brows, prominent zygomatic arches^ large 
pendent lips, flat nose, round face, loose, wrinkly skin 
(‘■pelle grinzosa e cadente”), thin extremities, the legs 
curved outwards. The black hair is of the usual American 
texture, coarse, lank, and long, but in one district chestnut 
and wavy, due, no doubt, to mixture with white blood. 1 

They neither tattoo nor paint the body, which is ex¬ 
posed almost naked to the inclemency of an excessively 
rigorous and stormy climate. In this respect the Fuegians 
present a striking contrast to the Eskimo at the opposite 
extremity of the continent, the general cut of whose warm 
and comfortable attire may, according to Mr. E, B. 
Tylor, be due to the influence of the old Norse settle¬ 
ments in Greenland. Although Bove gives us two distinct 
terms, wear and tuma chi for house and hut respectively, 
the dwellings themselves are all alike described as 
wretched hovels, made of branches stuck in the ground 
and loosely bound together in the Botocudo fashion. 
More skill and care is displayed in the construction of 
their beech wood canoe 9 , which are generally from fifteen 
to twenty feet long and about two feet wide. In these 
frail craft they navigate the intricate channels of their 
storm-swept waters, and boldly pursue the whale and 
dolphin often far out on the high seas beyond sight of 
land (“spesso fuori dalla vista d'ogni terra ”). Here, 
however, it may be well to remember that similar state¬ 
ments were constantly made of the Andaman islanders 
until Mr. Mann recently showed that in their light out¬ 
riggers they never venture far from the shore. 

Like the Araucanians the Vagans are polygamists, and, 
like the followers of the Prophet, they have generally four 
wives. But, while the Araucanians purchase their mates, 2 
the Fuegian bride is provided with a dowry consisting 
usually of a canoe and a few harpoons. Nevertheless 
all the hard work, such as fishing, hutouilding, the kindling 
and preservation of fire, falls to the share of the women, 
who in return meet with nothing but the most brutal treat¬ 
ment from their helpmates. “ How often,” writes Bove, 
“have I seen men seated cosily round a good fire, while 
the wretched women remained exposed to the snow, wind, 
water, fishing for their idle and unmannerly husbands 1 ” 
Notwithstanding their hard lot the women are exception¬ 
ally fruitful; but, on the other hand, a small percentage 
only of the children resist the severity of the climate. 
They leave the paternal roof at a very early age, and 
begin to shift for themselves before reaching their teens. 
In fact family ties can scarcely be said to exist, and the 
only affection of which the Fuegian seems capable is 
“self love.” u How often,” again remarks the Italian 
explorer, “ have I seen the father devouring a hunch of 
meat or bread, while round him stood wives and children, 
their eyes riveted on the food, with features distorted by 
hunger, rendered all the more painful at sight of others 
being sated, timidly gathering the scraps dropping from 
his lips, and falling rabidly on the remnants of the feast 
contemptuously thrown to them by the ferocious head of 
the household I ” 

Each family circle lives apart in absolute independence, 
combining only in small tribal groups for the purpose of 


mutual defence against some common enemy. Thus it is 
that the first germs of the community are sown by the 
necessity of self-preservation, just as the fully organised 
society is still kept together by the same overruling prin¬ 
ciple. But in the Fuegian community the idea of head¬ 
ship has not yet been evolved. No one claims the right 
to assume the chieftaincy, or to meddle in the concerns 
of his neighbour. Hunting or warlike excursions are 
arranged by common consent, and the spoils of war or 
the chase are equally distributed amongst the members 
of the expedition. Certainly the Fuegian social system 
seems to favour the views of those, rather, who hold that 
everywhere the commonwealth preceded oligarchy and 
the monarchy. As the monotheistic conception was 
arrived at through pantheism and polytheism, so in the 
social order the autocrat appears as the final outcome of 
a rude communism and noXvKotpavia. 

The Yagans, however, seem to have scarcely reached 
the pantheistic, or perhaps it would be more correct to 
say the pananthropomorphic, state. Religious notions, 
in the strict sense, cannot be said to exist where no clear 
distinction has vet been drawn between the natural and 
supernatural. Fven with superstitious ideas they are but 
little troubled (“sono pochissimo superstiziosi”), while 
their indifference to the remains of the dead would seem 
to imply that they have no anticipations of an after life. 
To the naturalists of the Italian expedition they freely 
parted with the crania of fathers, friends, and relations, 
without the least outward symptoms of regret. In one 
instance, however, a good deal of sentiment was expressed 
by a young Yagan, who thus somewhat poetically addressed 
the skull of his father: “ Farewell, dear father. You, 
who when alive never saw aught but our snows and our 
storms, are now going dead far far away 1 ” This is the 
language of one, in whom at least dim visions of another 
existence seem to be dawning. 

Considering the extremely low state of their culture, 
it requires a considerable degree of credulity to accept 
the statement that their agglutinative language possesses 
some 30,000 words, besides highly complex and elevated 
grammatical forms (“ha circa 30,000 vocaboli, e forme 
grammatical! molto complesse e elevate 1 '). This is 
naturally regarded as a sure proof that the Yagans have 
had a much higher origin than might appear from their 
present debased condition. But it will be safer to await 
further proof before accepting the statement at all. Re¬ 
serve is the more needed that we are told somewhat 
mysteriously that this linguistic phenomenon was very 
little studied by the explorers (“femoneno notato, quan- 
tunque pochissimo studiato, dei nostri exploratori.”) It 
is also curious that, with such a copious vocabulary, of 
which a few specimens are given, the same word yash 
should have to do duty both for hand And finger , as well as 
for head , this last, however, doubtless as a homophone, 
or else through one of those mistakes which cannot 
always be avoided even by careful students of barbarous 
languages, The numerals do not seem to get beyond 
five (cu-pash-pa, an obvious compound), which is again 
somewhat inconsistent with a vocabulary of 30,000 words ! 
But we may soon expect further light to be thrown upon 
this point by the English missionaries, who are doing such 
excellent work among the Yagans of Beagle Channel, 
and whose labours will doubtless soon be extended to the 
whole of the Fuegian Archipelago. A. H. Keane 


1 With this dftfttrlptioa may be compared that of the fourteen Araucanians 
now encamped in the Jatdin dee Plantes, Paris, and figured la the I Hut (ra¬ 
tion of July *B. The low brow, high cheek-bone, fiat nose, Uutk hair, 

and general gat features give to both races a common Mongoloid expression, 
ouch os Is distinctly seen in the Ottarani, Tupi, fiotocudas. and so nu ny other 
South American peoples. This expression seems in tact almost more pro¬ 
nounced in the southern than in the northern races of the New World, and 
It is certainly remarkable that the physical appearance of the Araucaniaia 
and fuegians should be even more suggestive of an Asiatic origin than is 
that of tw S«kiMO and Athabascan groups. 

* M L’Arauaaulcn peut prendre autant de femmes en petit nourrir et 
payer an x parents, car les femmes •'achMent/'— L iUuitratbu, July *8. 
twf. 


the ischian earthquake 

'T'HE report from the Central Observatory, by Prof, de 
1 Rossi of Rome, shows that signs of the coming cata¬ 

strophe were not wanting at the different meteorological 
stations. What follows is, according to the Daily News 
correspondent, the most interesting part of Prof, de 
Rossi’s report, 

“ Several days before the 25 th and 28th July the micro- 
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cosmical instruments at Rocca di Papa and connected 
microphones in Rome showed a great increase in sub¬ 
terranean activity. The earthquake which took place at 
Cosenza and Catanzaro on July 25 seemed to be the one 
predicted by those movements); but their continuance 
and increasing force showed clearly the approach of a 
new dynamic effort. Science, however, cannot yet deter¬ 
mine the topographical point menaced by such effort, 
because we have not a sufficient number of observatories, 
and they are especially wanting in the places where the 
manifestations of the subterranean forces are most to be 
feared. Thus we could only suspect the direction of the 
movement, and gather from the daily observations made 
here and there in Italy that the seismic activity has 
concentrated in the southern part of the peninsula. The 
earthquake of Saturday, July 28, was registered by the 
seismographs in Rome, Velletri, and Ceccano at 
9.30 p.m., with slow waves from north to south and 
east to west. The other instruments, which register 
quick and abrupt movements of the ground, remained 
quiet. As far as can be gathered from the obser¬ 
vations till now made, this earthquake was an exact but 
more extensive repetition of that of March 4, *88i, and 
those just preceding, confirming the previsions and data 
collected at that time. It is deplorable that my advice 
respecting the institution of regular observations in those 
parts was not followed, as such observations would cer¬ 
tainly have given warning of the imminent catastrophe. 

1 gave that advice not only immediately after the cata¬ 
strophe of March 4, but also on my visit to Naples at the 
Meteorological Congress. In consequence of that visit I 
wrote in the name of the Observatory to the director of 
one of the chief baths in Ischia, begging him at least to un¬ 
dertake daily note of the temperature of the thermal waters 
and the state of the fumarole (natural apertures from which 
issue smoke and steam). Alteration in the temperature of 
thermal-mineral springs, when that alteration exceeds 
certain limits, is one of the surest signs of a subterranean 
storm, and such alteration has always been noticed at 
Casamicciola, even without regular scientific observations. 
This time, as often before, the drying up of wells, subter¬ 
ranean thunder, and slight oscillations of the earth, have 
preceded the catastrophe, which shows what valuable in¬ 
dications might have been afforded by the delicate seismic 
instruments, the microphones, and telephones now at our 
command. The reluctance shown to follow my advice 
arose purely from a selfish fear lest the establishment of 
a meteorological observatory at Casamcciola should give 
an appearance of danger, and frighten visitors away. This 
false idea is so prevalent in the minds of even educated 
persons in the place that notices of the occurrence of 
small phenomena during the last few years have often 
reached me with great reserve, and very late. Let us 
hope that such a prejudice will not long continue to the 
damage of science." 

The actual moment of the explosion has, according to 
the correspondent of the Standard^ been variously stated. 
The clock in the Sala Belliazzi stopped at twenty-two 
minutes past nine, but it is generally agreed that the real 
time was fifteen or twenty minutes later—a singular detail, 
which has not been generally noticed 

Shocks of earthqu.ke are reported to have occurred 
daily in Ischia since the 28th ult. 

Prof. Palmieri states that all the later shocks felt at 
Ischia have been registered instantaneously by the seis- 
mographic instruments at the Observatory on Mount 
Vesuvius. On Friday morning, according to the Naples 
correspondent of the Standard\ the instruments showed 
signs of considerable subterranean disturbance. Vesuvius 
was rather active, but the fear that a fresh crater was 
about to open immediately above Torre del Greco appears 
to be unfounded. Neapolitan passengers reluming from 
Ischia appeared delighted to see Vesuvius blazing away in 
the distance. "Oh," said they, "so much the better; 


that may, perhaps, be a safety valve” Rossi and other 
observers, who differ from Palmieri on this point, predict 
nothing less than the reopening of the old crater of Monte 
Epomeo or the opening of a new one. 

In making the tour of the hospitals on Wednesday, in 
order to collect the narratives of the wounded, the 
Standard correspondent found strong confirmation of the 
fact that there were signs of danger two or three days 
beforehand, which cannot have escaped the observation 
of the inhabitants of the island ; but they were, unfor¬ 
tunately, he states, suppressed, in order to avoid giving 
alarm to the visitors, and so spoiling an unusually 
prosperous season. The Advocate Jeremiah Tonti, of 
Antria, Bari, who lies badly hurt in the Church of the 
Pellegrini, adjoining the great hospital, related to the 
correspondent that he had gone there with his wife 
to take the baths for rheumatism. The spring used 
comes forth from the ground so hot that it is neces¬ 
sary to temper it for the bath with one-fourth of cold 
water, but two days before the disaster the temperature 
of the spring rose so suddenly that it was found impos¬ 
sible to enter the bath until the supply of cold water had 
been largely increased. Dr. Dominico Bucco, who lies at 
the Hospital of the Pellegrini, says that the shocks At Forio 
and Lacco Ameno were vertical as well as undulatory, 
so that the floors of the houses fell in one upon another 
from garret to cellar, sometimes still leaving the outer 
walls standing. He was also conscious of a momentary 
whirling motion, as if being drawn into the vortex of a 
whirlpool. 

A telegram from Athens states that a strong shock was 
felt at Piraeus on Saturday last. 

We have received the following communication from 
Dr. Johnston-Lavis, of Naples :— 

The island of Ischia is but too well known from 
the earliest historic times for the prevalence of earth¬ 
quakes and even volcanic eruptions. In 1827 a shock 
destroyed the greater part of Casamicciola, some portion 
of Lacco Ameno, and injured Fontana Serrara, besides 
shaking severely Barano and Forio. On March 4, 
1881, a quite similar shock to the former brought down a 
large number of houses and severely injured the rest. 
The present one occurred at about 9.30 on Saturday, 
July 28, and resulted in the absolute and total destruc¬ 
tion of the whole town, most of Lacco Ameno, and a large 
part of Forio, Fontana, and Barano. 

One remarkable fact is that the exact detailed area has 
been similarly affected in each case, so that the description 
of the earthquake of 1827 by Covelli, that of 18S1 by 
myself, and the present would be much the same; the 
only difference being in intensity. The earliest killed 
under 50 people, the second 127, and the present will 
carry the number near a thousand. 1 The large increase 
of the deaths of the present one is due to its occurrence 
at the culminant point of the bathing season, so that the 
hotels were crowded with visitors; and the hour also 
found many of the peasantry going to bed. 

The earthquake of two years since only ruined the 
worse built houses, and fissured the better ones, which 
were replastered and patched, so that the present shock 
has reduced every one to a heap of stones and mortar. 

The shock was estimated to have lasted fifteen seconds, 
but a number of inquiries I have made as to what dif¬ 
ferent persons had done to escape, and how the time 
was occupied between the first ana last sensation, and the 
distance traversed during the movement, makes me believe 
thirty seconds nearer the point: for instancy one man 
awoke, jumped out of bed, stumbled over some furniture, 
opened the door, descended a flight of twenty steps, add 
when in the courtyard below still felt the movement 

The sound is said to have resembled a report followed 

1 Later information make* hour 
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by boob, boob boob —, boob-, boob —, boob 

-- , and so on. 

In the short notice of the earthquake of March 4, i88r, 
I pointed out that the centre of the mesoseismal area or 
seismic vertical was at Casamenella, which occupies the 
same relative position to Epomeo as do Montagnone, 
Mount Rotaro, Cremate, and many other lateral cones. 
Also that this earthquake belongs to that subterranean 
class of movements that precede the bursting forth of an 
eruption such as the Vesuvian shock of A.D. 63, and the 
series that gave warning for some years before of the 
appearance of Monte Nuovo. 

Frof. Samuel H aught on and myself are still engaged 
on a memoir of the last earthquake, and so far as we 
have gone we have found the following interesting 
facts:— 

1. That the area of injury is very small. 

2. That the angle of emergence rapidly diminishes as 
we recede from the seismic vertical. 

3. That the focus is therefore very near the surface. 

4. That there is another seismic vertical at Fontana. 
This is probably explained by conduction along a column 
of trachyte which occupies the old vent of Epomeo, as 
Fontana lies in the very centre of the old crater. 

Mallet pointed out that shallow foci must produce 
violent effects in limited areas, that transmission to a 
distance of the earth-wave diminishes rapidly—conditions 
wc find well illustrated in the present case. This led 
Prof Palmieri to believe that the shock of 1881 was the 
result of the tumbling in of the clay caves near Casa- 
micciola, and he again proposes a similar explanation, as 
for this one he had not noticed any movement of the seis¬ 
mographs of Naples of Vesuvius. Ort the former occasion I 
pointed out in my letter at the time that such could not be 
the case,not even as the result of the imagined spaces exca¬ 
vated by the dissolving action of the mineral waters. The 
real truth seems to be the inelastic nature of the tufas, 
which vary much in density and dip in every imaginable 
direction, so that the earth-wave has two powerful retard¬ 
ing agencies at work—the absorption by an inelastic 
medium, and continual reflection and refraction from its 
irregular structure, if really a falling-in had occurred as 
the cause of the earthquake, we should expect some signs 
of it, but such is not the case ; there is not a true fissure 
in the locality, and no apparent changes of level. Nor 
can we conceive that the houses of Forio, four miJe 3 
distant, would be shaken about the ears of their in¬ 
habitants; besides in this one, unlike the preceding 
shock, Naples felt the movement quite distinctly, 

In addition to the destruction of the houses by the 
shock, fires have burst forth amongst the ruins, and two 
large landslips have swept down from the flanks of 
Epomeo, ana converted gardens and vineyards into utter 
ruin. 

In conclusion I would remark, as was done on a former 
occasion, that we must expect other shocks more violent 
in character, and that, as one follows the other, the 
interval of tranquillity will be less, until the final eruption 
bursts forth, what time such an occurrence may be ex¬ 
pected it is only possible to judge by the force, character, 
and frequency of future events. Only last week I advised 
Dr. Dohm of the peril of Jiving at Casamicciola; and 
another friend, who would not heed my warning as to the 
event and tbe dangerous position of certain rooms in his 
house with regard to the seismic vertical, has lost his son 
in the part of the building indicated. 

Would this not be a remarkably favourable occasion to 
carry out a thorough investigation of the whole of the 
phenomena accompanying this type of earthquake ? 
If* for instance, some scientific society would choose 
a committee, provide a number of suitable seismo¬ 
graphs to be placed in different parts of the island, and 
any other means that might be proposed, so as to study 
the progress of the focus towards the surface, if such is 


really the case, the form of the focal cavity, and many 
other points of interest, it might be the means of 
preventing further catastrophes by sho ving the nearing 
approach of volcanic matter to the surface. 

The horrors of the occasion I will not touch upon, as 
it is the province of other newspapers, not to speak of the 
hurry in which I send off this rough memorandum of my 
visit to the island, H. J, Johnston-Lavis 

Naples, July 30 

P .S.—Since writing the above,notices from Isernia in the 
Apennines announce a severe earthquake in that locality, 
besides others at Sorrento and in other parts of Italy. The 
three Ischian shocks were each accompanied by a period 
of seismic activity in Italy and other parts of Europe. 
Vesuvius is slightly more active. 

August 1.—Another slight sho:k occurred at Casa- 
micciola about 4 p.m., and another a little before 12 pm. 

August 2.—At 12.30 another shock took place. 

There has not yet been time to collect data which 
may throw light on the origin of the terrible cata¬ 
strophe that visited Ischia on the 28th of last month. 
As in the case of the previous earthquake on the 
island, one of the most striking features of this last 
calamity is its extremely local character. There does not 
appear to have been any simultaneous perceptible tremo t 
at Naples, and Professor Palmieri’s delicate seismometers 
on Vesuvius registered no sympathetic movement on that 
mountain. That the source of the shock at Ischia must 
have lain comparatively near the surface may be con¬ 
fidently inferred. Had it been more than a few hundred 
feet deep, the waves of such a shock would assuredly 
have been propagated to a considerable distance all 
round. 

Various possible causes of earthquakes have been as¬ 
signed, each of which may at different times and places 
be effective in the production of the phenomena. The 
sudden snap of large masses of rock under great strain 
may be the origin of the frequent earthquakes of moun¬ 
tain chains, such as those so constantly experienced along 
the line of the Alps. On a smaller scale similar results 
may arise on a line of dislocation, as is probably the case 
at Comrie in Scotland. In volcanic regions the earth¬ 
quakes that usually precede and accompany volcanic erup¬ 
tions have been plausibly attributed to the explosions of 
elastic vapours, and particularly of steam. Ischia lies 
in a volcanic district, and is itself of volcanic origin. But 
its earthquakes do not seem to be part of the active 
volcanic phenomena of the district. So far as informa¬ 
tion is yet available regarding the recent catastrophe, 
there appear to have been no concomitant volcanic 
manifestations, though there were active vents where 
they might certainly nave been expected to show them¬ 
selves. The only facts yet known that might indicate a 
connection between the Ischian earthquake and the vuU 
canicity of the Neapolitan district are the reported out¬ 
flow of lava from Vesuvius on the 31st, and the alleged 
increase in volume and temperature of tbe Ischian hot 
springs. As regards the descent of lava towards Torre 
del Greco on Tuesday of last week, it did not take place 
until three days after the calamity of the 28th ult, and 
may have been entirely independent of it. Disturbance 
of the thermal springs of the locality could hardly fail to 
accompany so severe a shaking of the ground, from 
whatever source the concussion might arise. 

So far as materials exist for forming a judgment on the 
subject, the recent earthquake at Ischia appears to have 
been caused by the sudden collapse of some subterranean 
cavern, situated not far below the surface in the Casa- 
micciola district. Such caverns no doubt frequently 
exist underneath volcanic vents from which large masses 
of material have been emitted. It is well known to 
geologists that one of the final phases in the history of a 
volcano is the subsidence of the cone. This downward 
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movement probably continues during a long period of 
time. It may be on the whole gradual and impercepti¬ 
ble j but if, from time to time, the roofs of the huge 
vesicles, whence lava and steam have escaped, should 
give way. though there may be bio perceptible change of 
level at the surface, such shocks will be generated as to 
convulse the area with earthquakes. We may infer that 
the Ischian earthquakes, though not directly connected 
with the present active volcanic phenomena of the 
district, are the result of the former extravasation of 
volcanic materials, and the consequent vesicular condi¬ 
tion of the earth’s crust at the locality. But we must 
await the careful collection of evidence before any posi¬ 
tive conclusion on the subject can be embraced. 


valuable work was done In each department Am»g 
the scientific staff on board were Prof. Mohn and C* O. 
Sars. 

The Voringen prosecuted her work for about throe 
months in the summers of the years 1876-7*8. During 


THE NORWEGIAN NORTH-SEA EXPEDITION 

\\riTH the general work of the expedition sent out by 
** the Norwegian Government in 1876-8 for the in¬ 
vestigation of the physical and biological conditions of 
the North Atlantic, our readers have already been made 
familiar by communications from Dr. Mohn during the 
progress of the expedition. We have, moreover, already 
noticed one or two of the five volumes containing some 
of the results of the expedition. When the series of 
publications connected with the expedition is complete, 
it will form one of the most important contributions to a 
knowledge of the deep sea hitherto published The 
present article is concerned with vols. iv. and v. of the 
series, containing a historical account of the expedition, 
a description of the apparatus used, the astronomical, 
magnetic, geographical, and natural history observations. 

Tht historical account by Capt. Wille, who was in 
command of the vessel, the Vor ingen , telh us that so long 
ago as 1874 Professors Mohn and G. O. Sars memorial¬ 
ised the Norwegian Government on the importance of a 
thorough investigation of the North Atlantic. In the me* 
morial we find an excellent summary of what had already 
been done by previous expeditions, and what might be ac¬ 
complished by a new one. The Norwegian Government 
entered heartily into the proposal for an expedition, and 
after taking competent advice in the matter, resolved to 
agree to the prayer of the memorial, and appointed Capt 
Wille to make the necessary preparations. Capt. Wille 
at once proceeded to England to confer with Sir George 
Nares, and to purchase apparatus, A suitable vessel, 
the Voringen f was purchased, and specially fitted and 
equipped for the work of the expedition ; very brief and 
elastic instructions were issued for the general conduct 
of the expedition, while each member of the comprehen¬ 
sive scientific staff was furnished with special instructions 
for guidance in his work. The liberal scale on which the 
expedition was organised has guided the Norwegian 
Government in the publication of the results. These are 
contained in a series of large quarto volumes, beautifully 
printed (in Norwegian and English), and abounding with 
maps, coloured illustrations, and engravings. These 
volumes are liberally distributed among institutions and 
individuals in all countries, wherever indeed they are 
likely to be of service to science. Such liberality in a 
comparatively poor Government like that of Norway is in 
marked contrast to the conduct of the Government of the 
wealthiest country in the world in respect of the CM- 
l**g*r publications. 

The general scope of the expedition was (1) to deter* 
mine by soundings the contour of the sea-bed; (2) the 
rate and direction of currents; (3) the surface-tempera¬ 
ture of the sea; (4) to investigate the physical conditions 
and chemical constituents of toe sea-water; (5) zoological 
work; (61 botanical work; (7) meteorological observa¬ 
tion* ; (8) magnctical observations; (9) whatever other 
Observations time and place might render practical. 
Thus it will be seen the programme was comprehensive 
enough j and as the voluminous reports show, much 
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that time she made numerous sections over the region 
lying between the west coast of Norway and a {to 
extending from Iceland to Spitsbergen on the one BW&, 
and between Faeroe and the north 0* Spitafoeigen On the 
other; in 1878 moreover she made a clrcttH east mo 
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north from Vardoe to Bear Island. On every section 
stations were established for observations at very 
frequent intervals; off the coast of Norway these 



stations were as close as they could well be. The 
vessel itself, of 344 tons, was admirably arranged for 
the work, the best possible use having been made of 
the not too large space for disposal. The apparatus was 


abundant, and in its construction the experiences of 
previous expeditions were fully taken advantage of. We 
are all so familiar with the apparatus used in deep-sea 
work that it is unnecessary to describe it in detail. The 
experience of the first year led to some improvements in 
the arrangements of the work-room, which occupied the 
whole breadth of the ship; and the light and ventilation 
were much improved. As a specimen of the apparatus, 
we reproduce the illustration of the sounding accumulator 
(Fig. i), composed of fifteen straps. To the lower thimble 
is hung the cast-iron sounding-block, provided with a 
swivel on artificial rollers, and two hinged arms to act as 
fair leaders for the line. When in use, the apparatus 
bangs suspended from the port mainyard-arm. Its most 
important function is to take off the suddenness of the 
strain on the line when the vessel is rolling or pitching. , 
For collecting water both from the bottom and inter¬ 
mediate depths, Capt, Wille devised a very ingenious 
water-bottle, which could hold five litres. The sounding¬ 
line, 3000 fathoms, was wound on the port side of the 
after-deck on a large, strong reel, secured by screws to 
the deck. For dredging, especially, very careful prepara¬ 
tions were made, and a variety of apparatus taken on 
board. Capt. Wille gives the following interesting de¬ 
scription of their method of dredging 
u We steamed full speed ahead, with the wind a little 
on our starboard bow. So soon as the vessel bad got 
sufficient headway, the engine was stopped, the dredge 
lifted by hand over the railing, and dropped into the sea. 
At the foremast, a man with thick leather gloves stood 
ready to pav out the dredge-rope, which another kept 
clear with a handspike as it ran out from the coil in the 
locker. On the dredge entering the water, the word was 
immediately given to veer, when the paying out com¬ 
menced, slowly, however, to make sure that all was right 
So soon as the dredge was clear of the propeller, the 
vessel again went ahead, steaming at a uniform rate of 4 
knots, which the engineer was enabled to keep up by 
frequent reference to the water-log (see below). Mean¬ 
while, we kept steadily veering, while taking care, by 
frequent holding on to the rope, that the length run out 
should be properly taut, and steering the course given to 
the ship when the dredge was put over. After paying 
out, according to depth, 200, 300, or 400 fathoms, we 
again stopped, hauled in the rope to the taffrail by means 
of the lizard and thimble, and fastened, below the latter, 
with spun-yarn, a wooden toggle to the rope. Starting 
again (same course and speed), we next ran out the whole 
length of rope deemed necessary for the operation—not 
less than double the depth, nay for smaller depths even 
more. 

“ The engine was now stopped, after which we hauled 
in the dredge-rope, as before, to the taffrail, and kept it 
up in a bight of rope’s end. With the lizard was then 
made fast to the wooden thimble a weight proportioned 
to the depth, consisting of 3 or 4, and for the deepest 
dredgings of as many as 6, of the sinkers of the Baillie 
sounding*machine, weighing each 55 pounds. We now, 
after letting go the rope, tilted the weight overboard* 
which spun down along it till stopped by the woodttt 
toggle. The shock of its arrest was distinctly perceptibto 
to a nerson who had his band on the rope, 

“The vessel was now kept stationary, while the weight 
and the dredge were sinking. After some experience, 
we calculated the time required for the dredge to sink too 
fathoms to be about 12 minutes. Fig. 2 will give an idea 
of the descent of the dredge, or rather of the trawl The 
supposed depth in the diagram being 1300 fathoms, the 
vessel and the trftwl are of course on a much larger scale. 
The dotted lines represent the lines of descent of the 
weight, the shackle, the dredge-rope, and the beam of the 
trawl*—‘assuming the trawl to sink more slowly than the 
weight* When the weight strikes the bottom, the trawl 
has still some distance to travel, and the last part of its 
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line of descent will be well-nigh perpendicular. We found 
that, when worked in the manner described above, both 
trawl and dredge could as a rule without difficulty be 
made to reach the bottom in the ( right position. If the 
dredge or trawl descend much more slowly than the 
weight, it will fall vertically, with the heavy end foremost. 
]f, on the other hand, its rate of descent be equal to or j 
exceed that of the weights, it will, on reaching- the 
bottom, have a horizontal component in its motion— 
which is pretty sure to keep it from clogging during the 
ensuing operation.” 

In vol, v. Dr. Mohn renders account of the astronomical 
observations, as well as the geography and natural history 
of the expedition, while Capt. Wille describes the mag¬ 
netic observations. The vessel was well supplied with 
suitable instruments for determining latitude and longi¬ 


tude, and use was made of them whenever favourable 
opportunities presented themselves. Observations were 
thus made at nine important points. The various mag¬ 
netic elements were determined at eight stations on land 
and seven at sea, 

The most interesting geographical results of the expe¬ 
dition were in connection with Jan Mayen, to which Dr. 
Mohn devotes considerable space and many iine illustra¬ 
tions, several of them coloured. While the expedition 
was in progress, Dr. Mohn sent us some account of his 
observations in this island, with illustrations (vol. xviji. 
p. 222), but of course the subject is more fully treated in 
the volume before us. Evidences of volcanic action were 
observed everywhere, and the forms of some of the old 
craters are very beautiful. As the main object of the 
expedition was deep-sea research, Dr. Mohn could not 



F10 3 . 


give so much time to the observations of the island as he 
could have wished; nevertheless, by bringing together 
the observations of the various members or the expedi¬ 
tion, and comparing them with the results obtained by 
Scoresby and other previous observers, Dr, Mohn is able 
to give a very full and interesting account of this curious 
island, which we here quote:— 

“ Cut off on all sides by extensive ocean tracts from 
the nearest land, the Island of Jan Mayen occupies an 
isolated position in the Greenland Sea. Between Norway 
and Jan Mayen the depth reaches 1760 fathoms, towards 
Spitzbergen upwards of 2000 fathoms, towards Greenland 
upwards of 1300 fathoms, and towards Iceland upwards of 
1000 fathoms. The direction of the island is from N.E. by 
E, to S,W. by W.; it points towards Denmark Strait, and 
lies parallel to the volcanic line of Mount Hecla. As 
previously stated, Jan Mayen is built up of volcanic rocks, 
all of which would appear to belong to the modem group- 


Hence the island is probably a later formation than are 
the Faeroes and Iceland, where the old volcanic rocks 
prevail either exclusively or in greater part. Its length 
slightly exceeds 7i geographical miles. It consists of 
two large parts or divisions, a northern and a southern, 
connected together by a lower and narrower tract. The 
greatest breadth of the northern part is a little more than 
2 geographical miles, that of the southern 1J geographical 
miles, and the connecting tract (including the lagoon) 
measures at the narrowest point ij English miles across 
(0*4 geographical mile). The area of the island is 7-32 
geographical square miles.” 

Fig. 3 gives a view of the headland forming the north¬ 
east extremity of North or English Bay, the isolated rock 
in the distance being the pridle Tower of the Dutch 
navigators. 


{ To bt continued,) 
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THE SHOOT'NG STARS OF THE JULY 
. METEORIC EPOCH 

Q UETELET pointed out, many years ago, the period 
July 26—30 as a meteoric epoch of considerable 
mtensfty ? and recent observations have fully confirmed 
his opinion. There are two special showers contributing 
to this result, namely, the Aquariads and Perseids, The 
latter merely represents the oncoming of the great August 
display which culminates on the 10th and then rapidly 
dies out 

This year, on July 28th, the sky was very clear from 
clouds (though a little haze prevailed), and a fairly good 
opportunity was offered for witnessing these July meteors. 
It was important that this should be done, because the 
previous observations were not in satisfactory accordance. 
Professor Herschel in 1865, July 28th, had observed the 
chief radiant near the bright star Fomalhaut, and in 188 r, 
July 25—30, M. Cruls of the Imperial Observatory at Rio 
Janeiro, found that the radiant point of more than 90 
per cent of the meteors observed during that period was 
situated five degrees north of Fomalhaut, In 1880, July 
?8—30, Mr. E. F. Sawyer, of Cambridgeport, Mass., 
found the major radiant to lie at a 330^ d- 6°, with minor 
showers at Sis'*- 15°, and 341 0 - io°. Colonel Tupman, 
who watched these meteors with considerable success and 
accuracy during the last few nights of July, 1870, de¬ 
termined the focus of divergence as at 340 - 14 0 , and the 
writer from observations at Bristol in 1878 and 1879, 
corroborated this position, and found that in addition to 
these Aquariads, there was a very rich contemporary 
shower, directed from a point near the star cluster x 
Perse i. 

Comparing the various observations to which we have 
just briefly referred, it will be seen that considerable 
doubt exists as to the exact centre of radiation of these 
July meteors. Obviously the point is cither in Aquarius 
or further south in Ptscis Australis, and near the con¬ 
spicuous star Fomalhaut of that constellation. The 
observations also suggest that there may be several 
streams in marked activity at this epoch, and it was with 
the object of obtaining further evidence towards the 
settlement of this question, that I reobserved these 
meteors on the night of July 28 last, 

I began watching the eastern heavens at 10,30, and at 
10.36 a very fine meteor, as brilliant as Jupiter, appeared 
near y Andromede. It had a short path of only four 
degrees, and left a vivid streak. The meteor was evi¬ 
dently much foreshortened and close to its radiant point 
slightly west of x Persei, so that it was an early forerunner 
of the Perseids. At 11.4 another fine meteor, of exactly 
similar type, was seen falling between a and 0 Andromedse, 
and at 11.10 a third, considerably brighter and quite equal 
to Venus, traversed a path of nearly thirty degrees 
between Pegasus and Aquila, where it left a bright streak 
of some twenty degrees for a few seconds. Several other 
Perseids were observed later on, and the radiant point 
was found to lie at 27" + 55 0 , which conforms fairly well 
with the position I found for the same display in 1878 at 
32 0 + sy (63 meteors). As to the expected shower of 
Aquariads I was not disappointed, though during the 
earlier part of the night only small ones were seen, and I 
could not get the position of the radiant with the neces¬ 
sary exactness. Between 13b. and 14h. however, I saw 
eight Aquariads, and three of these were brilliant. At 
*jh. 13m. one appeared just below 0 Andromcdae. It was 
brighter th^p a first magnitude star. At i3h. 37m, a fine 
Aquariad, rivalling Jupiter, was seen in the west region of 
Pisces, and at 13& Urn. another of the first magnitude 
appeared in nearly tne same place. They moved slowly 
ahff left trains of sparks. 

During the 3i hours (rojh. to t4h.) that 1 continued to 
watch I saw eighteen of these Aquariads, and by the inter- 
eectien ofthe paths, found the radiant very sharply defined 


at 337“ - n°, and close to the point I had determined in 
1878 and 1879, This shower was far superior to the 
Perseids in the morning hours, and fully asserted its 
claim to be considered as the special display of the 
epoch. The meteors generally have long paths, as the 
radiant point is not far above the horizon. In all I saw 
48 meteors during the night, and of these no less than 28 
belonged either to the Perseids or Aquariads. 

There can be no doubt that these July Perseids are 
identical with the celebrated shower of August 10, 
though the radiant point is some 8° west in July. 
I have watched these Perseids very carefully from July 
25 up to August 16 in several years, and traced the 
gradual shifting of the radiant point. From my observa¬ 
tions during the last week of July, 1878, I had supposed 
these July Perseids to form a distinct shower to the 
Perseids of August io, but from observations obtained 
on intermediate dates, i.e . on August 3, 4, and 5, 
the connection of the two showers is most certainly 
established, and the displacement of the radiant point 
on each successive night can be clearly distinguished by 
those who will mark the tracks of such metedrs as appear 
near this radiant from say July 25 to August 15. 

As to the Aquariads, I believe the maximum takes 
place on July 27-28, when they are undoubtedly more 
numerous than the early Perseids. I feel certain that the 
radiant point is near 8 Aquarii or at 339° - 13 0 . There is 
another shower near Fomalhaut , which appears to have 
developed remarkable energy in 1881 from M. Cruls* ob* 
servations, and there ate also other showers in Aquarius 
at this special period, which have led to the difficulty in 
determining the position of the major radiant. There is 
certainly a very fine shower of meteors at the end of 
July from a point a few degrees S.E. of 0 Aquarii, which 
has been observed as follows :— 

July 25-31.334- l Schmidt. 

1870 July 28 .326-13 Tupman. 

1880 July 28-30.328 - 15 Sawyer. 

July 25-31. 3 * 4-9 Penning. 

I gave some details of this particular stream, which, it 
may be added, is one remarkable for its large meteors, 
in the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society 
for N ovember, 1881, p. 38. 

It now becomes important to watch for the annual 
returns of these meteors of the July epoch at observa¬ 
tories in the southern hemisphere, where they may be 
more favourably observed than in high northern latitudes. 
Obviously, a shower near Fomalhaut will be in a great 
measure marred by the extremely low altitude of the 
radiant, as that star never attains an altitude even of io n 
in this country. At stations further south, the 
shower of Aquariads appears to be one of great strength 
and to form a display of first-class importance. Obser¬ 
vations made in 1879 show a wide disparity in the 
number of these meteors visible in different latitudes. 
Mr. D. W. Barker, during a voyage from London to 
Melbourne ( Monthly Notices, Vol. XL., p. 364), in that 
year observed meteors falling at the rate of 180 per hour 
on July 28 and 120 per hour on July 39, between oh. and 
4h. a.m, on the dates referred to. Yet, at Bristol on July 
28 of the same year, the hourly number was only 23, 
and on July 29, 11, 

The further investigation of the July meteoric epoch 
offers an attractive field to observers. Apart from the 
rich shower of Aquariads there are the Perseids, equally 
interesting from tne fact that these early members of the 

S eat shower prove it to be one of long duration, and to 
ive a radiant point which shifts its position amongst the 
stars from night to night. These interesting details will 
no doubt come under frequent observation in future 
years. 

7 . W. F. DKNNXNG 
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NOTES 

The meeting of the French Association for the Advancement 
of Science will take place this year at Rouen on the 16th inst.; 
extensive preparations are being made for the reception of the 
members. The electric light is to be a prominent feature of 
the meeting, owing to the project entertained by the municipality 
of lighting part of the city by the motive power of the Seine 
at Pont de 1 'Arche, os we mentioned in a recent note. 

The Lords of the Committee of Council on Education have 
sanctioned the addition of Hygiene to the list of sciences towards 
instruction in which aid is afforded by the Science and Art 
Department. The following is the syllabus of the subject:— 
Elementary stage: (1) food, diet, and cooking; (2) water and 
beverages; (3) air; (4) removal of waste and impurities; (5) 
shelter and warming; (6) local conditions ; {7) personal hygiene ; 
(8) treatment of slight wounds and accidents. Advanced stage : 
(i) food and adulterations ; (2) water and beverages ; (3) exam¬ 
ination of air-^chemical and microscopical; {4) removal of 
waste and impurities ; (5) shelter and warming ; (6) local con¬ 
ditions ; (7) personal hygiene; (8) prevention of disease. 
HonoursIn addition to the topics enumerated under the 
elementary and advanced stages, questions will be set in the 
following subjects: trades nuisances, vital statistics, sanitary 
law. 

The new portion of the University of Indiana, at Bloomington, 
in that State, was set on fire by lightning during a thunderstorm 
on the night of July 12, the electricity travelling along a tele¬ 
phone wire which served the institution. The laboratory, 
museum, and library were completely destroyed. The museum 
contained a collection of fishes, made by Dr. Jordan, which was 
thought to be the largest and most valuable in the United States. 
There were 15,000 volumes in the library, besides the so*called 
Owen collection, the loss of which is believed to be irreparable. 
The general loss is estimated at $200,000, of which only $30,000 
is covered by insurance. 

THE U.S, bureau of education has, we learn from Science, 
just published a circular of information, containing the results of I 
an inquiry into the effects of co-educating the sexe* in 340 cities 
and large towns of the Union. Of these, 321 practise co-edu- 
catUn throughout the public-school course, 17 co-educate for 
part of the c jurse, and 2 separate the sexes entirely. A careful 
analysis of the reasons adduced for co-education enables the editor 
to formulate them as follows ; co-education of the sexe. is pre¬ 
ferred where practi ed, because it is (1) natural , following the 
usual structure of the family and of society ; (2) customary, 
or in harmouy with the habits and sentiments of every-day life 
and law; (3) impartial, affording to both sexes equal opportuni¬ 
ties for culture; (4) economical, using school funds to the best 
advantage ; (5) convenient both to superintendent and teachers 
in assigning, grading, instruction, and discipline; and (6) bene¬ 
ficial to the mind?, morals, habit?, and development of the 
pupils. The pamphlet concludes by observing that “both the 
general instruction of girls, and the common employment of 
women os public-school teachers depend, to a very great degree, 
on the prevalence of co-education, and that a general discon¬ 
tinuance of it would entail either much increased expense for 
additional buildings and teacher?, or a withdrawal of educational 
privileges from the future women and mothers of the nation." 

In an article entitled “ Cholera and Our Water-Supply,” in 
the current number of the Nineteenth Century, Dr. Percy F. 
Frankhmd draws attention to the vital connection between 
water -supply and the diffusion of zymotic disease. He points 
out how, in consequence of the terrible epidemics of Asiatic 
cholera to which the metropolis has been subjected in the past, 
the companies supplying London with water from the Thames 


have been obliged to remove their Intakes to a distance which 
shall insure the freedom of their supply from contamination with 
the London sewage, and thus at any rate to put an end to their 
former practice of “ rapidly restoring to the inhabitants of London 
the drainage matters which the sewers had discharged." But 
although the Thames at Hampton is free from this source of 
pollution, yet it is similarly fouled, although in a less degree, 
with the sewage of a population estimated at upwards of half a 
million which enters the river above the Intakes of the water 
companies. Iu extenuation of this obviously revolting state of 
things, many theories have been started: of these the most 
popular and fallacious is that which, under the title of “ the self¬ 
purification of river-water," announces that noxious organic 
matters present iu river-water are rapidly destroyed in the course 
of a few miles' flow. This doctrine, unsupported as it is by any 
facts or accurate observations, is wholly dogmatic and in com¬ 
plete opposition to all previous knowledge concerning the pro¬ 
perties of organic substances in general. The late Rivers Pollu¬ 
tion Commissioners, moreover, conclusively proved that water 
once polluted with sewage is only very slowly purified, and more 
recent research shows the great tenacity of life possessed by the 
lower organisms which are believed to be allied to those capable 
of communicating zymotic disease. Chemical analysis further 
proves that the Thames water reaches the intakes of the London 
Water Companies with a but slightly diminished proportion of 
organic matters. In the face of the now well known fact that 
London possesses within easy reach water of the purest quality 
and abundant in quantity, it is inexcusable that such manifestly 
impure sources should still be resorted to. Hitherto only one of 
the eight metropolitan water companies has entirely abandoned 
the polluted rivers and substituted them by the pure water 
obtained from deep wells sunk into the chalk. London should 
follow the example of other large towns in Great Britain; thus 
Glasgow now drinks the waters of Loch Katrine, Manchester is 
bringing a supply from Cumberland, whilst London, with water 
of the best quality much nearer at hand, is still compelled to 
drink the waters of the Thames and Lea. 

Three addresses will be delivered at Annonay by members of 
the Academy of Sciences on the occasion of the forthcoming 
inauguration of the Montgolfier statue. M. Dupuis de Lome 
will speak on the general history of ballooning ; M, Tisserand, 
in the name of the Paris Observatory, on the scientific prospects 
of ballooning ; and Col. Perrier, the representative of the Pre¬ 
sident of the Republic, on the results of ballooning in 
warfare. M. Laussedat, the director of the Conservatoire des 
Arts, who was the fir»t director of Meudon Chi let Aeronautical 
Establishment, w ill speak on the career of the brothers Mont¬ 
golfier. The aeronautical ascents will be made with a Mont, 
golfier by Eugene Godard, and with a gas ^balloon by M. Brissonst, 
fils , of Paris. We believe that M. Tisserand will recommend the 
use of balloons for certain astronomical observations. 

The Trustees of the Australian Museum (Sydney) have issued 
their twenty-ninth Annual Report for 1882. The increasing 
importance of the Australian Museum, and the growing interest 
of the public in it, are shown by the remarkable Increase of 
18,446 visitors during the past year j the attendance being81,596 
on weekdays as against 73,995 in 1881, and 52,505 on Sunday* 
as agaiust 41,660 In x$8x, die increase on weekdays being up¬ 
wards of 14 per cent., and on Sundays upwards of 26 per cent. 
Application has been mode to the Government to consider the 
necessity of enlarging the Museum buildings. More room la 
urgently required, not only for purposes of exhibition, but for 
the office staff and workmen. A catalogue of Australian stalk- 
and sessile-eyed Crustacea, prepared by Mr. Wm, A. Haiwdl, 
M. A., B.Sc„ has been printed and distributed extezuavelyamtihg 
various museum* and natural histoty societies $ and the work of 
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cataloguing the whole of the Museum collections U being poshed 
forward as rapidly as possible. The most serious loss ever sus¬ 
tained by the Museum has occurred through the recent destruc¬ 
tion of the Garden Palace—the large and varied collection of 
technological and ethnological specimens sent there for exhibi¬ 
tion having been totally destroyed by the fire which consumed 
the building. The Technological Committee lo«t no time in 
commencing a new collection; and, having already obtained 
many ethnological specimens of great interest, they are taking 
steps to secure as many others as possible. This is a work which ad¬ 
mits of no delay, as genuine ethnological examples from the islands 
are becoming scarcer every day, in consequence of the generat 
spread of trade and civilisation through the whole of Polynesia. 
Suitable accommodation for the display of the technological and 
ethnological specimens a'ready in hand should at once, if pos¬ 
sible, be provided. The most important work carried on by the 
Trustees daring the year has been the exploration of the caves 
and rivers of Australia. It was continued until the dose of 
December at the Wellington Caves, where the bones of an im¬ 
mense Echidna and of a large Struthian bird allied to the Emu, 
a* well as some smaller animals of less note, hitherto unknown 
to science, have been discovered and added to the Museum. 
Numerous other fo»sil bones valuable for exchanges with foreign 
museums have been obtained. The exploration of rivers was 
conducted by the assistant taxidermist in Queensland, where 
strong hopes of discovering some new Ganoid fi -hes were enter¬ 
tained. A special report of this work, with a list of the speci¬ 
mens procured, is given in appendices. 

The Clothworkers’ Company have agreed to give a donation 
of to,000/. for the enlargement of the Textile and Industrial 
Department of the Yorkshire College at Leeds. Altogether the 
Clothworkers’ Company have given upwards of 25,000/, towards 
this Institution. 

The Ornithological Society of Vijnna wishes to call the 
attention of English ornithologists to the International Congress 
of Ornithologists which will be held next spring at Vien ju 
in connection with the annual exhibition of the Ornitho¬ 
logical Society of Vienna, under the protection of H.I.H. 
the Crown Prince Archduke Rudolf of Austria. The chief 
business of the Congress will be to pass preliminary resolutions 
for international legislation regarding the protection of birds. 
The Austrian Government will send out invitations to the dif¬ 
ferent foreign Governments, and will grant a free passage to 
Vienna to the representative of each foreign Government. All 
those intereited in the above subject should apply for further 
information to Dr. Gustavus von Hayek, Hon. First Secretary 
of the Ornithological Society of Vienna, 3, Marokkaner Gas e, 
Vienna. 

The following list of candidates successful in the competition 
for the Whitworth Scholarships, 1883, has been issued by the 
Science and Art Department:—James Hamilton, Engineer, 
goo/.; William E. Dalby, Engineer Apprentice, 150/. j John | 
L. Barnes, Engineer Apprentice, 150/.; Thomas K. Mackenzie, 
Student, formerly Mechanical Engineer, 150/; William Sumner, 
Fitter, 15a/.; Frank W. Dodd, Engineer Apprentice, 150/ ; j 
Charles Pick* ortb, Mechanical Engineer, 150/. ; Henry E, 
Kitton, Mechanical Engineer, 150/ ; James Layzell, Engineer 
Apprentice, 150'.; Horace W. Meteyard, Engineer, 100/. ; 
Alfred S. Orrosby, Mechanic, too/.; William P. Abell, Me¬ 
chanical Engineer, 100/.; ■ Alfred W. Bevis, Tutor, formerly 
Engineer Apprentice, iqq/. ; John W. Aston, Engineer Appren¬ 
tice, ’ loo/.; Alfred E. Mackett, Marine Engine Fitter, xoo/. ; 
Victor F. Whitehead, Engineer, 100/. * Charles Lang, Pattern 
Maker, too/. ; James Bradshaw, Mechanical Engineer, 100/.; 
Alfred J. Joshua, Fitter, too/,; William A, Rogefson, Fitter, 
lotf ,; William E. Donohue, Draughtsman (Marine), 100/.; 


Albert H. Case, Engineer, 100/.; Alexander Shannon, Engi¬ 
neer, too/.; Mark R. Bullimore, Filter, 100/.; John S. Bean, 
Engineering Draughtsman, 100/. 

The biennial marine excursion of the Birmingham Natural 
History and Microscopical Society, which took place at 
Oban in July la»t, and lasted fjr ten days, was on the 
whole most successful. It was attended by twenty-three 
members of the Society. A superior screw steam yacht, the 
Aerolite ; was chartered for the occasion, and the weather being 
very fine, dredging was carried on daily at various stations 
which were alt recorded on a chart at depths which varied from 
fifteen to one hundred fathoms. The principal object of this 
excursion was to secure further specimens of the Pennatulida^ 
a few only of which were taken in the dredgings at the same 
place during 1881. These formed the subject of a special report 
made to the Society last year by Prof. Marshall, D.Sc., and Mr. 
W. P. Marshall, M.I.C.E., and for which the Darwin Gold 
Medal, given by the Midland Union of Natural History Societies 
was awarded at the Tamworth meeting held in Junela^t. Some 
special instruments made of galvanised iron and armed with 
hooks were devised by Mr. W. P. Marshall for the occasion, 
called the 41 plough" and the “harrow.” These, together with 
the dredges and trawl, were for the first time on these excursions 
worked by means of steam gear, A small dredge measuring a 
few inches was used by hand for testing the nature of the bottom 
of the sea, and all these various appliances worked admirably. 
A large number of specimens of Funiat lina quadrangular is and 
Pennatula phosphorea in various stages of growth were secured 
in fine condition and u j broken, A number of specimens of 
Sponges, ZoophytJs (including a rare free form of Zoanthus 
conchii, var. liber t Go^se), Echinoderms, Crustaceans, Annelids, 
Tunicate*, Mollusca, &c. f were also secured. These were exhi¬ 
bited and described to the members during the days and in the 
evenings by Mr. W. U. Hughes, F.L.S., chairman of the excur¬ 
sion, Mr. W. P. Marshall and Mr. J. F. Goode, Hon. Sec. of 
the Biological Section, who have also made a preliminary report 
thereon to a recent meeting of the Society. During the excur¬ 
sion phosphorescence was for the first time observed in Funitu • 
lina t the characteristic pale blue light com seating over the whole 
senes of polypes, the length of the specimen being between 
three and four feet, and presenting a very beautiful efTect when 
viewed in the dark. In addition to the dredging, some attention 
was paid to the botany and geology of ihe district by several of 
l he, members. During a walk on July I fifty species of plants 
were gathered in flower. A collection of specimens of the rocks of 
Oban and the vicinity, including Staffs, Iona, Mull, Glencoe* 
Easdale, &c., was also made for future examination. 

The city of Geneva intends to utilise the current of the Rhone 
for lighting the whole of the city. A report on the question 
is being drawn up, which will be submitted to the Council of 
State. 

A preliminary 1 meeting of the members of the future Soci&d 
des Electriciens took place at the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs. 
M. Cochtiry was present, but he declined to preside over the 
proceedings, and the honour was bestowed upon M. Berger. 

An eleciricri omnibus was recently tried on the Cour de 
Carrousel, Parij, bsfore M, Cochcry to prove the facility with 
which this sort of carriage U handled in spite of its immense 
weight. The trial, which took place in the busiest hours ot 
the day, attracted much notice from the passers-by, and was 
generally deemed satis actor/. 

The Italia del Popolo, in one of its latest numbers, gives the 
names of a number of localities from which birds and insects 
have disappeared just before invasions of cholera. 

Tub death is announced, at the age of 83, or Unant Pasha 
(Unant de Beilefiods), one of the leading personage* connected 
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with the existing Suez Canal. Under Said Pasha he was ap¬ 
pointed head of the Ponts et Chatu&s department, and chief 
engineer of the Suez Canal project. In earl/ life he travelled 
much in Abyssinia, Kordofnn, and Darfur. 

Sir Claude de Crespigny, in company with Mr. Simmons, 
made a successful balloon voyage from Maldon in Essex across 
the North Sea to Flushing on Wednesday last week. The start 
was made at n a.m., and Flushing was reached about 8 p.m. 
The highest altitude reached was 17,000 feet. 

Wauschaff of Berlin ha* lAtely made a piece of " apparatus 
for registering earth currents. It consists of a very delicate 
galvanometer inclosed in a case with a clockwork arrangement 
for moving a photographic plate steadily downwards. A fine 
ray of light is reflected on to the galvanometer mirror by a total 
reflection prism and is focused on the photographic plate. The 
speed of the movement of the plate is 80 mm, per hour* thus 
allowing variations from m mute to minute to be observed. 

MM. I.elande and CHArERON have brought out a new 
battery of very remarkable properties. The battery is a single 
liquid cell and has a depolarising electrode of oxide of copper, 
the liquid used is caustic potash, and the other pole is zinc. The 
battery is made in various forms, its E.M.F. is nearly 1 volt, 
whilst it is said to give a steady current through even a low 1 
resistance for many hours. Finally it is claimed for this battery 
that w hen exhausted it can be restored by driving a current from 
an accumulator through it 

A new edition (the fifth) is announced of the M Dictionnaire 
des Arts et Manufactures et de rAgricUlture/’ edited by M. Ch, 
Labonlaye, 

Mr. Browne asks us to say that in his recent article on 
Glacier Motion, p. 235, by a slip of the pen he stated that th e 
sides of a glacier move faster than the middle, wherea®, as every 
one knows, the reverse is the case. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past a eek include a Grivet Monkey (Cerropithttvs gristwiridis 6 ) 
from West Africa, presented by Lord Hastings; two Black- 
backed Jackals {Cams tmrsovie/as), two Triangular Pigeons 
(i Columba guinea) from South Africa, presented by Mr. R. 
Southey ; two Indian Brush-tailed Porcupines (Athtrura fascicu- ' 
lata) from Ceylon, presented by Mr. A. Dent; three Puffins ' ~ 
[FraUrcula aretica ), British, presented by Mr. H. Becher; a 
Common Cormorant {ThaUecrocorax carbo) f British, presented 
by Mr. W. R. Temple ; a Common Bam Owl {Strix fiaminta) y 
British, presented by Mr, H. Hanaeur; a Common Wombat 
{Phascolomys wombat <$) from Tasmania, a Common Cormorant 
{Pkalaerocorax ea*bo\ British, a Common Boa [Boa constrictor) 
from West Indies, deposited; a White Stork (Ckonia alba), 
two Common-Spoonbills {PlataleaImeotvdia), two Purple Herons 
{Arden purpurea), European, purchased ; a Musk Deer {Mcschus 
moschiftrut A } from Central Asia, received on approval \ a 
Collared Fruit Bat (Cynwycteri* tollaris), two Amherst's 
Pheasants [ThaumaUa amherstir), two Summer Ducks {Aix 
spcPisa), bred tn the Gardens. 


and then again at a further eastern station, Madras, stfU later, 
and 20 on, until they finally reached the most distant station 
eastwards. It appeared therefore that there were abnormal 
movements of the atmospheric pressure which travelled from west 
to east; the rate of travel seemed to vary at different times ; and 
Mr. Chambers summed up his molts In the following words 
“ It appears then that these atmospheric waves (a sack they 
may he called) travel at a very slow and variable rata round the 
earth from west to east like the cyclones of extra-tropical 
latitudes/* 

la his “Brief Sketch of the Meteorology of the Bombay Fra* 

1 sldency in iS8o,” Mr. Chambers proceeded to teat the validity 
of his conclusions by applying them to an examination of 
the barometric records of Zanzibar for that year and a portion of 
the next as compared with the records of BeJgaum lor the same 
period; and be again noticed that “there was much similarity 
m the abnormal movements of barometric pressure at Zanzibar 
and Belgauro, although these stations are about 2500 miles apart, 
but that the Belgaum curve lagged decidedly from two to three 
months behind the Zanzibar curve/’ 

This discovery, if substantiated, would obviously prove of great 
practical value, inasmuch as it would make it possible to obtain 
a forecast of the barometric movements about to occur at any 
particular station by watching the movements already taking 
place at a point westward of that station. And aa definite varia¬ 
tions in the atmospheric pressure may be, and in some cases are 
known to be, accompanied by definite variations in the other 
meteorological elements, a method of weather prediction would 
thus be furnished. 

It has fallen to my lot to receive and discuss the Zanzibar 
observations succeeding those lost discussed by Mr. Chambers ; 
and the results obtained by my examination of them seem to 
involve matters of some practical and theoretical interest. 

Table I. —Monthly Abnormal Barometric Prtsnu't at Zanzibar^ 
Belgium, and Bombay 


Monthly Abnormal* 
(unwnoothed)-. 


Monthly Abnormal!) 
(smoothed). 


Zanzibar Bdgaam Bombay I Ea&wbarjBe’ffaum Bombay 


February 1880 
March „ 
April „ 
May „ 
June 

J u, y „ 

Augutt „ 
September,, 
October „ 
November,, \ 
December „ j 


- *014 
1--OOS 


4 *005 i - ’03a - *oo8 
4 *005 j - *008 4 015 
4 *054 ) 4 *ot I +'035 
4 032 j 4 *015 4 *041 
4 *038 - *001 4 *006 
+ *044 +*015 + 019 

+ «oa6 +’003 +-OIO 

4*028 14*037 4*049 


*004 - *017 
h’*ow - *022 

KQOO -*033 
(•*018 ^000 


h * 034 , 4*007 

v ^034 4 *oio 
*03$ 4^007 

4 *oob 


January 1881 4*018 ; 4*026 


A CONTRIBUTION to the study of 
TRANSMISSION EASTWARDS ROUND 

Moi'EMENTS° F BAR0METRTC ABNORMAL 

TN hit paper on “Abnormal Variations of Barometric Pressure 
* 1 S th *" r< JP ics ' 1 * n ? i their Relation to Sun-spots, Rainfall, 
aDd Famines, published in Naturb (vol. xxiii. pp. 88 and 
107), Mr. Fred. Chambers pointed out, when treatiW of the 1 
barometric records of the stations, St. Helena, Mauritius, Bombay. 
Madras, Calcutta, Batavia, and Zi-ka-wci, that abnormal move¬ 
ments which bad occurred at a westward station— *,g. Mauritius— 
reappeared at an eastern station— e,f. Bomba,—some time later, 


February „ 
March „ 
April „ 
May „ 
June 

Jttly .. 

August „ 
September „ 
October „ 
November,, 
December,, 

J anuary 1882 
ebnury „ 
Marjdt „ 

W :: 

l°*y 

August ,, 
September,, 


4 *014 I 4 *023 4-037 

- 007 i4*00S 4*033 
4 *033 ! - ’008 4 *020 

- *017 1- VI3 4 001 
4*024 [4 '005 4'049 
4*025 i 4 *013 4 XW 
4 *003 1 - *040 - *0lfi 
4*037 j - *004 ■ 4 *005 
4 *009 - OI4 4 *004 


4 *010 4 *030 
4*007 4*017 


*038 4 *008 4*013 
*031,47714 4 *019 
* 02 $ 4 7215 4*029 
-Olp -KW 7 4 ‘ 63 $ 
'069 4 *019 4*033 
•005 4*007 4 -030 


*005 4*007 
*005 - -005 
-003 - *007 
XJI3 4 *002 


- *oo$ 4*018 
-*007 4 017 


*019 .J- *003 14*022 


.‘047 * 051 


*004 4*005 
014 4*004 
*051 --037 

*028 * *024. 


* *014 - *028 * *024 
4 -OU 14*026 4 *029 
**033 - -017 4*010 
- 012 J - *003 4 'Oil 

4*012 -*C 40 »-' 6 i 6 


- 012 

4*012 

- -009 
4 ‘017 
4*040 
4*020 
4*012 


-•024 14*011 


-014 4*020 
-*015 -*002 


r* 0 P 3 4^014 



w 9 -4 


From these observations the variation - iHke. itaowriXEid' 
monthly barometric movements have been obtained, '!nft 
tabulated in Table L; and are reparetasated graphically -kf-'W. 
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tbiu dotted Une the lowest earn in the accompanying plate* (smoothed)/ 1 and are represented on the plate by the thick oon- 
Aloagside of them aw arranged, both in the table ana the plate, tin nous lines. The observations not previously discussed are 
the barometric abnormal movement of the meteorological stations, those taken from June, 1881, to September, 1882, of all the 
Bclgaum and Bombay. In order to facilitate comparisons stations, together with the Bombay record from February, 1880, 
between the curves of these three stations the actual normal to June, .x8&x» 

movements, which are represented in the plate by thin dotted The addition of this series to the Zanzibar record seems to 
lines, have been put through a double process of smoothing; the confirm the result of previous observations, viz. that there are 
results are tabulated under the beading of “ Monthly Abnormal* abnormal movements of the atmospheric pressure which affect 



nverygwidA dm, and which, are not simuHaneouiin all parts of 
that arm, but travel from west to out. An inspection Of the 
mra will show -what amount of truth there!* in this 
statement. TAW the Zaoaibar «uwe iton an townsd bend at 
A" nodo Amnwrerd bend at 8", a second upward bead me", and 
a *m «4 downward bend at D, the Bomba, laid 8elgaum 
oarvasbetfc shorn a similar general form, h*vhw upward bends 
at' a Hid' A' oorwspondteg with the upward bend a" of the 


Zanzibar curve, downward bends b and b' corresponding with 
the downward bend B* of the Zanzibar curve, and similarly c, c 
and o, d' eorreepondiog with if and d* of Zanzibar. And It u 
at 0 ee seen that the movements at Zanzibar are in advance of 
those of Bombay and Beigautn. Thus the Zanzibar maximum 
a" took place in October, 1880, whilst theycorresponding move* 
ments <ud hot appear at Belgaum until the. month oflanuarjr, 
1881, and at Bombay until between January and February, 
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1861 ; that is to say, at periods of three and three and a half 
months later. Then again the minimum movcm *nt u, s', and n M 
which occurred at Zanzibar in the month of May, i88i # did not 
appear at Bombay and Belgaum until* the month of November 
of the same year; that is to say, after an interval of six months. 
Again, the maximum movement C, c', and c" occurred at Zanzibar 
in the month of September, 188f, but not at belgaum until 
January, 1882, and at Bombay until February, 1883 ; that is to 
say, until after intervals of four and five months respectively. 
Again, on examining the minimum D, d', and d", which is 
divisible into two minor minima, the first of these minor move- 
ments appears at Zanzibar in the month of November, 1882, 
but at Belgaum between the month of April and May, and at 
Bombay in the month of April, $82; that is to say, after inter* 
vals of five and a half and five months respectively. Lastly, the 
second minor movement of the minimum d, d', and D" occurred 
at Zanzibar in the month of February, 1882, and at Belgaum 
and Bombay in July of the same year ; that is, after an interval 
of five months. 

These facts may be presented briefly and concisely thus :— 
Table II. 


From A" to a' ... 

Arr interval of 

3 month* 

From a" to a ... 

An interval of 

3*5 months 

„ ... 


„ b" to ii ... 

6 

„ c" to C' ... 

4 

,1 C" to C . . 

5 

„ x>\iot>\ - 

5’5 » 

»» D '1 tO D x ... 

5 

„ D",tO d'j ... 

5 ft 

,, D", tOD, ... 

5 

Average from Zan¬ 
zibar to Belgaum 

(47 

From Zanzibar to > 
Bombay .j 

[ 4’9 


In the cate before us, then, it docs appear to be matter of 
fact that there are movements taking place #t the two stations 
Belgaum and Bombay, similar in character to movements which 
have taken plage at Zanzibar on an average about five months 
previously. And assuming that the same course of events will 
occur in the future, it may be expected that from the month of 
August to the month of December, 188a, the abnormal varia¬ 
tions of the barometer at Bombiy and Belgaum will in a general 
way follow the same course as was taken by the variations at 
Zanzibar during the months of April, May, June, and July; 
that is to say, an upward movement 

This prediction might be considered fairly reliable to within 
about a month one way or the other, were there no modifying 
condition*. But the curves are seen at a glance to present most 
decided departures from absolute parallelism ; there are move* 
ments at Zanzibar which do nat reappear at the eastern stations, 
whilst the eastern stations experience movements which do not 
appear to have been previously experienced at Zanzibar. More¬ 
over, the rate of transmission of movements from Zanzibar to 
the west of India has been shown to vary from three to six 
months. And further, the movements at the eastern stations are 
sometimes much le s or much greater than those which took 
place at the western statiwi. Evidently, then, there is some 
influence which tends to produce iiregularities in the eastward 
transmission of the abnormal movements; and this influence 
must be discovered and its occurrence foreseen and allowed for 
before the Zanzibar curve could be used for the purpose of pre¬ 
dicting the nature of the movements at Belgaum and Bombay, 
and, as a consequence, the nature of the seasons in Western 
India. 

A second inspection of the curves seems to indicate that not 
only are there abnormal movements which travel from the 
western station to the eastern ones, but there are also variations 
Which are felt at all the three stations simultaneously* Thus 
inthe months of July, 1880, June, 1881, and January, 1882, 
there are simultaneous upward bends of the curves at all the 
three stations. And again in the months of May* August, and 
November, 1881, there are simultaneous dowritoard movements 
at all the three stations. These simultaneous movements are 
«pecially observable if the unsmoothed monthly abnormal* (the 
tnm dotted lines) be referred to instead of the smoothed curve 
(the thick continuous line). They ere then seen to be exceed¬ 
ingly numerous—so numerous, indeed, that they may well be 
supposed to frequently mask the non-rimultaneous or travelling 
movements, and cause those movements apparently to present 
many irregularities. The following table snows concisely the 


times when upward and downward movements have taken place 
at all the three stations simultaneously s— 

Table III,— At Zanzibar % Belgaum > and Bombay simultaneous 
Barometric Abnormal Movements 


Occurred in an upward 
direction in 

J une 1880 

»iy .. 

October „ 

December M 
February 1881 
1 June „ 

September „ 
December , 
January 2882 


[Occurred in a downward 
direction in 
May 1S80 

November „ 
January 1881 

March „ 

1 May „ 

3 August ,, 

October „ 

3 November „ 

3 February 2882 
September ,, 


Cannot be entity 
traced in 

February 1880 
March ,, 

April „ 

August ,, 

September M 


April 

& 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 


1881 


Thus out of thirty-two months there were nineteen in which 
it can be seen that simultaneous movements occurred at the 
three stations ; and out of the»c nineteen months there were eight 
in which the movements were very distinct* In the remaining 
eleven months out of the nineteen the movements were not so 
prominent or well marked, but were always distinct enough to 
be readily recognised, and it -does not seem unreasonable to 
suppose that the influence of such movements may have been 
felt in some if not all of those months in which they cannot te 
easily traced ; that in fact the simultaneous movements may have 
been so small as to show themselves only in an excessive or 
deficient movement, upward or downward as the case may have 
been, of the curve which represents the non-siroultaneoug or 
travelling movements. In any case eight of these movements 
appear to be sufficiently distinct to disallow of doubt; and 
considering that Zanzibar is about 2500 miles distant from 
Belgaum, the fact seems to be interesting. 

A, N. Pearson, 

A eg. Meteorological Reporter for 
Bombay, January 10 Western Jndia 

(To be continued.) 


THE INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERS IN BELGIUM 

'VHE Institution of Mechanical Engineers has this year held 
1 its summer meeting in Belgium—the first time that it has 
crossed the Channel, except on the two occasions of the ex¬ 
hibitions in Paris. The reception was organised by the Asso¬ 
ciation of Engineers froxq Liege University (Honorary Secretary, 
M. Edouard de Laveleye), and was of the most cordial character. 
The great works of Belgium were thrown open without reserve, 
and numerous excursions were organised to visit them. Amongst 
those specially to be noticed are tne colossal establishment of the 
Cockerill Society at Sorting, the great iron and steel work* at 
Ougrle and Seles sin, the vast zinc works of the VicsUe Montagne 
Company, the cloth Works at Verviers, and the splendid collieries 
of Mariemont, probably the finest examples of cofttery plant in 
the world. Space forbids our entering into a description of 
these works, and we shall confine ourselves to the papers read, 
so for as these possess more than a technical interest. . 

The proceedings opened on Monday evening, July 33, with a 
reception by the Mayor of Liege, after which the president, Mr. 
Percy Westmacott, delivered an interesting and suggestive 
address. After speaking of the greet modern extennon of 
Belgian Industries, and of the debt which the world oWcs to the 
inventive skill of the engineer for providing theca processes on 
which all trades are dependent for cheap and rapid production, 
he went on to develop his special theme, namely, the advantage 
of High Speed and its connection with high workmanship. 
following extracts are well worth quoting:-* 

” The keen and continual attention bestowed upon dm work 
to be done, and the means Of doing it, has led e ngi ne e r s in 
general to regard speed of production as one of the fim elehwmfo 
of success, There is indeed a proverb, ‘more hat**, less 
speedbut this, though true of human labour, Which ceases to 
* Id thew mouth* tht movement* am «*y dtateei 



Avgust 9 , 1883 ] 


NATURE 


35 7 


be accurate when forced beyond a certain rate, does not hold 
good of mechanical processes Generally It may be said that 
rapidity of working not only reduces cost but improves the 
result, and also confers great benefits from the way in which it 
brings out and perfects the highest qualities of the engineer. 
To be able to do a thing leisurely and quietly simply re¬ 
quires the rudest materials and the rudest workmanship; but 
if work is to be done quickly, or the appliances made to 
move quickly, the case alters. Mechanical energy increases 
as the square of the speed ; and so it may be said that the 
mental energy and skill required to carry on work increase also 
at something like the square of the speed with which that work 
is performed. The materials used must be far stronger and far 
filler ; everything must be well proportioned and balanced j there 
must be the most perfect arrangement in each structure and in 
every part of a structure, and the most perfect workmanship in the 
fitting of those parts together ; and thus we may almost reverse 
the proverb, and say of mechanical processes, * The higher the 
speed, the better the work.’ 

“The torpedo boat is an excellent example of the advance 
towards high speeds, and shows what can be accomplished by 
studying lightness and strength in combination. In running at 
32 & knots an hour, an engine with cylinders of i6*inch stroke 
wifi make 480 revolutions per minute, which gives 1280 feet per 
minute for piston speed ; and it is remarked that engines running 
at that high rate work much more smoothly than at slower speeds, 
and that the difficulty of lubrication diminishes as the speed 
increases t doubtless the experiments on friction which are now 
being conducted by this Institution will throw light upon this 
subject. 

** An important experiment on high speed in light vessels, which 
will doubtless be watched with much interest, is now being 
carried out. Mr. Loftus Perkins is building a steel vessel with a 
screw at each end: she is 150 feet long ; her boiler pressure will 
be about $00 lbs. per square inch, and she has a four-cylinder 
compound condensing engine of 800 h.p. working on to a single 
crank, and making from 400 to 500 revolutions per minute. 
When this vessel is laden with 300 passengers, her total weight 
will not much exceed 150 tons. Should this experiment be 
successful, It will materially advance the solution of the problem, 
how to put the largest possible amount of propelling power into 
a vessel, and so to drive her at the highest possible speed. 

“Again, in touching upon speeds, the mind naturally reverts 
to railway travelling. Here, however, it would seem as if for 
the present we had reached a maximum. It is surprising how 
soon the speed of the locomotive was brought up to something 
approaching its present limit. George Stephenson was laughed 
at in 1825 for maintaining that trains would be drawn by a loco¬ 
motive at twelve miles an hour, but the 4 Rocket ’ herself attained 
a speed of twenty-nine miles an hour at the Kainhill competition 
In 1829, and long afterwards ran four miles in four and a half 
minutes. In 1834 the average speed of trains on the Liverpool 
and Manchester Railway was twenty miles an hour; in 1838 it 
was twenty-five miles an hour. But by 1840 there were engines 
on the Great Western Railway capable of running fifty miles an 
hour with a train and eighty miles an hour without. In 1841 we 
find Stephenson himself ranged on the side of caution, and 
suggesting that forty miles an nour. should be the highest regular 
sr&d for trams. In 1851 Mr. Crumpton, who had already in 
1849 inaugurated the express service of the Continent on the 
Northern Railway of France, conveyed a train twenty miles in 
nineteen minutes, four miles la the journey being at the rate of 
seventy-five miles an hour. Thus, it is a remarkable fact that 
the highest speed at which locomotives run la ordinary practice 
scarcely seems to have been raised during the last thirty years ; 
on the other hand, the weight of the trains has been perhaps 
doubled. 

"Whatare the causes which have tended to prevent any im- 
.pr&vement ift this particular? In the firrt place it may be said 
that ths permanent way would suffer seriously by farther increase 
In speed * but this could surely be overcome in time By Improving 
the permanent way itself; which also remains very much in the 
saiwe Conditicm sum of the same, construction as It was twenty-five 
years ago. Again, it may be said that the runmng at a higher 
speed would require more powerful engines, and hence that 
trmps now wwhed by a single engine would require two, or 
wmdihhvQ to be split up info two trains at 4 great increa&e in 
jtityhhlg expenses. This, however, assumes that it Is not 
so to improve the engine that it shall be able to exert a 
eonWd^ably higher power without an inadmissible increase in 


weight. By utilising a larger part of the total we ght ot the 
engine as adhesion weight it would be easy to obtain the amount 
of adhesion required for the increased tractive force ; and for 
this purpose Mr. Webb's compound locomotive (to be described 
by tne author in a paper he has prepared for this meeting) 
which enables the number of driving wheels to be increased 
without the use of coupling-rods, appears to merit articular 
attention. 

“ Another point in which improvement may possibly arise in 
the future should be noticed. On the Russian railways, v> here 
both coal and wood are dear, the burning of petroleum has now 
taken a practical form. Our member, Mr. Thomas Uiquhart, 
has been very successful in this direction, and is now running 
locomotives regularly which use only petroleum refuse, and 
which show a marked economy over coal or wood. To test the 
point he prepared three locomotives of exactly the same lype, 
and started tnem on successive days under exactly similar condi¬ 
tions of weather, train, and section of road. The trips were 
made both ways, and the results per verst, including fuel required 
in lighting up, were as follows :— 

Copecks. 

Anthracite, 52*9 Russian lbs., cost. 26*35 

Wood, 0*0107 cubic sashin, cost . 23*54 

Petroleum refuse, 27*36 Russian lbs., cost ... 11*64 

‘ * There is thus in this instance an economy of at least 50 per 
cent, on the side of petroleum, the boiler pressure being from 120 
lbs. to 130 lbs. and the gross load over 400 tons. At the sam^ 
time the weight of fuel used, as against coal, is diminished by 
about 50 per cent., which is a most important item. 

“ Although petroleum is scarcely a product of Western Europe, 
we have to notice on the other hand the progress which has 
lately been made in the extraction of oil as a waste product from 
coal, &c. Mr. Jameson has extracted as much as nine gallons 
per ton from mere shale. It is suggested that markets for such 
oil will be difficult to find ; but it seems allowable to hazard the 
idea that we may hereafter see our locomotives, even in England, 
running with ail fuel, which would be at once much lighter and 
much more easily renewed than the coal which is used at present, 
and get rid of the intolerable nuisance of smoke and dirt. 
There might in fact lie an oil tank and a water tank side by side 
at every stopping station, and the engine would replenish her 
store of fuel at the same time as her store of water. 

“Another point in which speed and perfection of workmanship 
have gone hand in hand is the important industry connected with 
textile fabrics. When Arkwright first brought hu inventive mind 
and mechanical skill to bear upon this subject, the tools he had 
to work with were rude compared with the tools of the present 
day, and could not produce the accurate work now attainable; 
and therefore the speed at w hich he was able to drive his spindles 
was not remarkable, But our member, Mr. John Dodd, of 
Messrs. Platt Bros., informs me that the average speed of mule 
spindles at Oldham, in new mills with new machinery, and 
spinning No. 33 yam from American cotton, is about 8500 revo¬ 
lutions per minute ; whilst speeds as high as 9500 or even to,000 
revolutions have been attained. When we consider the delicate 
nature of the material under treatment, the disastrous result of 
the slichte*,t hitch or unevenness in working, and the perfection 
of mechanism required to bring up a multitude of spindles to such 
a speed from that of the comparatively slow main shaft of the 
mill, we may give every credit to the constructive skill which has 
achieved such a result. In woollen mills (of which we hope to 
see some excellent examples at Venders on Thursday next) the 
speed is 4000 revolutions' per minute. The progress made her^ 
has not been so great, mainly, in Mr. Dodd's opinion# from 
wood being still adhered to as the material for the bobbin*. 
Here therefore is a case where improved material may yet pro¬ 
duce improved speeds; but with cotton Mr. Dodd considers that 
the extreme possibilities as to speed have been very nearly 
attained. The limit however is imposed by the feebleness of the 
material, not by any lack of skill or enterprise on the part of the 
engineer. * If mglier speeds were required,* says Mr. Dodd, and 
I fully believe him, 'we could make spindles which would be 
equal to the demand/ 

** The construction of modern artillery, and with still greater 
justice the methods of employing it, may properly be brought 
under the scope of this address. 1 doubt whether of late years any 
mechanical appliances or arrangements have given greater impetus 
to skilful,work and to the improvement of materials, especially 
of steel. Twenty-five years ago the largest piece of ordnance In 
use was a gun weighing 4] tons, firing with a maximum charge 
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of About 154 lbs. of powder a ball of 66 lha, and made of 
cast-iron, a treacherous material ior such purposes. We hare 
now guns built ap on well understood mechanical principles, of 
the most trustworthy and suitable material known, weighing too 
tons and firing with charges of 77a lbs. of powder shells of 
aooo lbs. Already considerable experience has been obtained 
with guns of this weight. No fewer than fourteen have been 
issued from the Elswick Works, and several more are in the 
course of construction. 

" Perhaps the most interesting feature in these formidable 
pieces of ordnance is the ease, rapidity, and noiselessness with 
which they are worked. It is of course impossible that such 
ponderous pieces could be brought iuto practical use without the 
aid of some mechanical appliances; but it is scarcely an exaggera¬ 
tion to say that nothing can work with greater precision and 
ease and be better under control than the hydraulic machinery 
employed for opening and closing the breech of the j'UD, ram* 
ming home the charge, elevating or depressing, running in ox 
out, and training with accuracy on a given object. Two men 
working levers perform all these operations, and they, together 
with the machinery, are under complete protection from an 
enemy’s fire. 

"The projectile when fired has an energy imparted to it equal 
to nearly 48,450 foot tons, yet the gun is under such entire con¬ 
trol that its recoil, due to this enormous force, is completely 
absorbed in a distance little exceeding three feet, without undue 
strain to any part of the mechanism. When it is remembered 
that the internal dimensions of the costly turrets in which guns 
uf this size are ordinarily mounted depend mainly upon the 
space allowed for recoil, it is clear that it is of very great impor¬ 
tance to reduce this space to a minimum. 

" The fact which lies at the basis of these results is of coarse 
this, that the attainment of a high speed requires a more perfect 
machine, and with & more perfect machine more perfect work is 
turned out. 

" In conclusion, it should be remembered that high speed, esoe- 
dally the speed of rotation, is almost necessary to give perfect 
accuracy and steadiness to motion, as in the case of an ordinary 
spinning top, of a gyroscope, and again of the ingenious centri¬ 
fugal machines now in use for separating cream, &c. The speeds 
which we find iu Nature are beyond all conception high, and her 
operations under those speeds axe absolutely true and perfect 
We cannot hope to vie with Nature even to an infinitesimal 
fraction of her powers of speed and accuracy; but in this, as 
in many other great lessons taught by her, we see the direction 
in which we must travel in our efforts towards the perfection of 
work. 

" Finally, it is unfortunately a necessity that nations should 
still provide themselves with materials for war; and engineers 
have to devote their minds to the perfecting of such materials. 
It does not seem impossible that projectiles may be gradually 
developed, of such precision and devastating power as to make 
Ac existence of life within a certain range well nigh impossible. 
Were this accomplished, it is clear that nations would hesitate 
more and more before rushing into a war so destructive ; and 
even if they did so, its rapid termination would unquestionably 
go far to diminish the various miseries which war always brings 
In its train. Hence it may not unfairly be said that the attention 
and skill given to the arts of war is really our best warrant for 
the continuance of peace.” 

On the next morning the papers read were on the “ liistory of 
the Coal and Iron Industries in the liege District,” by M. 
Edouard de Laveleye, and on the "Manufacture of Zinc in 
Belgium," by M. St. Paul de Sim?ay. The first of these was 
generally of an historical character, giving many interesting details 
os to the development of collieries and ironworks in Belgium. 
A claim was put in on behalf of Belgium for two most important 
discoveries in the metallurgy of iron, namely, the blast furnace 
and the cementation process. With regard to the present posi¬ 
tion of coal-working In this district, it was observed that all the 
difficulties which generally beset the mining of coal have to be 
encountered in their severest form. The chief of them—fire¬ 
damp—Is nowhere so destructive, though iu enfeets have been to 
a great extent obviated by the introduction of the Davy lamp 
and afterwards the improved safety-lamp of Mueaeler. This 
lamp will resist a current of air of 15 feet per second, and has 
also the great property of self-extinguishment. In the recent 
disaster at L’Agrappe, which cost the lives of more than 10a 
miners, a sudden escape of gas issued from the shaft and burnt 
for several hours like an enormous gas-burner ; bat there was no 


explosion inside the mine, the M90 Mueseler lamps which wave 
underground at the time having all been exthtguiiUed. Similar 
escapes of gas have taken place on other occasions and la enor* 
roous volume, without having previously given any indication of 
their appearance. Science appears to be powerless to prevent 
these disasters. 

The second paper gave a sketch of the manufacture of sine, 
which is a special trade in Belgium. little was said as to 
the details of metallurgy, but it appears that the Belgian 
process, invented by Dony, of Licige, in 2810, is superseding all 
others, even in England. The difficulty and loss in redaction 
ore, however, very great, and the labour is described as harder 
even than that of the puddler. 

The third paper, by M. M&in, was on " The Manufacture of 
Sugar from Beetroot," and formed a complete and exhaustive 
monograph on a manufacture of which but little is known in 
England. We regret that we can only give the briefest possible 
sketch of the processes. The beetroot, of which the cultivation 
was fully described, contains about 95 pet cent, of juice in weight, 
and 5 per cent, of cellulose. These 95 parts of juice contain 
10 parts of sugar, 2 of solid matter, and 85 of water. In manu¬ 
facturing, the special point to be considered is the percentage of 
sugar, together with the purity of the juice. The manufacture is 
carried on in the winter only, and the beetroots are piled in mIor 
until they are required for use. ' They are then washed, and 
are now ready for the extraction of the juice. For this pur* 
pose two systems are employed. On the first or hydraulic 
system, the roots are immersed in powerful rasping machines, 
and so reduced to pulp. This pulp is collected ia sack?, which 
are piled up one upon the other between the table and the pres¬ 
sure head of a hydraulic press. The press is started, and acts 
with a pressure of about 450 lbs. per square inch on the pile of 
sacks, squeezing the juice through them. The dry pulp is used 
for feeding cattle, and is of considerable value. On the second 
or diffusion system the beetroots are cut up by a cutting machine 
into small slices called cassettes. These are placed in cylindrical 
vessels with an opening at the top for charging* and another at 
the bottom for emptying. These vessels are filled with water, 
and the result is that a current of end osmosis takes place from 
the water towards the juice in the cells, and a current of exos¬ 
mosis from the juice towards the water. These currents go on 
until equilibrium is produced; and if fresh water is substituted 
they begin afresh. In this way the whole of the sugar contained 
in the cells is gradually drawn out. On the other hand, the 
water passes from the more exhausted to die less exhausted cells, 
and thus gradually increases in richness. A number of such 
vessels are Used, forming what is called a diffusion battery; but 
in each of them the process going on is the enriching of the juice 
on the one hand and the impoverishing of the slices on the 
other. The slices are finally pressed In order to remove the 
residue of juice, but this is never effected so completely as by 
the hydraulic method. 

The next process is that of defecation, which consists in 
adding milk of lime to the juice, in order to neutralise the 
organic adds which are precipitated, and also to decompose the 
salts of potassium, sodium, and ammonia. The result Is that the 
dark brown juice becomes perfectly dear and of on amber 
colour. The scum which floats on the top, and which contains 
much juice, is passed through filtering presses, and the dried 
cake is sold as manure. After defecation (he iuiee is filtered, 
twice at least, through animal charcoal under a sufficteftt 
pressure. It is then evaporated and transformed into syrup in a 
series of three vertical vessels, of which the first communicates 
with the second, the second with the third, and the third with A 
condenser. Steam is admitted to the first, and posses through 
to the last; and, owing to the partial vacuum jptodueed by 
means of the condenser, causes an evaporation or the juice in 
all three. The next process is that of boding this group, so as to 
allow the sugar to crystallise. This goes on within naat-hqn 
vessels under a high vacuum, and Mated by eteom at high 
pressure circulating through worms. After a certain amount of 
evaporation, crystallisation begins in the form of na immense 
number of small grains of sugar. To develop these grains eyrop 
is pumped in at regular intervals and with great care, so theft the 
crystals may grow steadily and may be Urge, regular, and hajftU 
Finally the crystals are dried by ceasing to supply 
introducing a current of steam. After eight to ton hours #»'. 
sugar is removed from the boilers, and placed in 1 

running at 1000 revolutions per minute. Under the amm pf 
centrifugal force the boiled mam U spread upon ftlmowbdSto#- 
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these turbines, which ere perforated, and the syrup passes 
threap the holes, White the sugar remains behind. This sugar 
is cooled, and is called sugar No. 1. The syrup is boiled over 
again so as to obtain a second sugar called No. 2, and by a 
simitar process a sugar No. 3 is obtained. The time of crystal¬ 
lisation, however, increases greatly, and for syrup No. 5 it is as 
much as si* months. The final residue is molasses, which con¬ 
tains a large proportion of sugar that cannot be reduced by 
boiling. It is sola to make alcohol, or subjected to osmosis, by 
whidi the salts tontained are drawn off and replaced by water ; 
the sugar is then revivified and rendered capable of being crys¬ 
talled! The paper concluded by giving careful analyses of the 
juice and of the products in all the stages of manufacture. 

The next paper read was “On the Application of Electricity to 
the Working of Coal-Mines," by Mr. A. C. Bagot. The writer 
described a system of electric signals replacing the old system of 
signalling from the bottom to the top of the shaft by a gong 
worked by means of a wire. Galvanised iron telegraph wire 
was found to form the best communication, and the most suitable 
batteries to be 12-cell Leclanche. The system used for signalling 
in underground haulage planes, which are frequently the scene 
Of accidents, was also described. Electricity had also been 
applied to signal the indications of an anemometer placed in the 
return air-way up to the engine-room at the surface. By an 
arrangement of clockwork and revolving tape, the engineer 
obtains an automatic and continuous record of the speed of the 
main air current at any part of the mine. Lastly the telephone 
might be applied with advantage for hearing the action of the 
pump-valves in the pumping shaft, without having to send the 
sinkers down. 

Electricity may, however, be brought to bear for other purposes 
in mines, such as illumination and transmission of power. For 
lifitting the pit bank, powerful arc lamps are found very service¬ 
able, and the ordinary staff of a colliery, after a week's instruc¬ 
tion, is capable of maintaining the appliances in operation. 
Alternating high-tension machines are very unadviable on 
account of the likelihood of accident, and the Edison low-tension 
machine is said to be the best that can be used. At Risca Col¬ 
liery a cable is taken down the pit from a dynamo at the surface, 
and is connecte 1 with a series of Crompton incandescent lamps 
at the bottom. These give an excellent light, and greatly facili¬ 
tate the work of the men about the bottom of the shaft. But 
Mr. Bigot's opinion is strongly against the use of electric lamps 
in the working stalls and faces; partly because such lamps do 
not, like safety-lamps, indicate the approach of gas, partly 
because the line-wires may easily be broken, and partly because 
the hewer require* to be constantly shifting his light. With regard 
to the transmission of power by an electric tram Way, as now in 
use at Zankerode, the writer holds that small locomotives worked 
by steam or compressed air are at present far more economical ; 
so that the question of electric haulage need not in his opinion 
be considered at present. 

These latter Opinions did not pass without challenge. M. 
Treaca, who was present, pointed out that there was another 
form of electric transmission, viz. by a fixed cable with a dynamo 
hi each end. Where work had to be done at some special part 
of a colliery, especially on an emergency, he believed that this 
would be found a handy and economical system. At the mines 
t>f La Perrontere power was thus conveyed to a distance of 500 
metres, and with a useful effect of about 30 per cent. This, in 
Spite df over-bold statements to the contrary, was about the 
utmost which at present could be obtained in practice. The 
various sources of loss in such transmission were enumerated as 
followsFirst getting Up the speed from that of the motor 
engine to that of the generator; secondly, loss within the gene* 
rater Itself; thirdly, loss in transmission along the cable; fourthly, 
loss within the receiver; fifthly, loss in slowing down the speed 
of the receiver to that of the main shaft These defects were 
All now fully recognised, end might gradually, he hoped, be 
overcome, with regard to the amount of power which could 
thus be transmitted, the well-known experiments of M. Deprez 
showed 5 to 5 h.p. But within the last Week he had succeeded 
in transmitting xt h.p. from a Gramme machine to a great dis¬ 
tance. the facility of installation was a great advantage in this 
syitemof transmission, It was far superior to that by »n elec- 
ttfjc locomotive, as to which at present he had little to say; but 
on the Whole he was more firm than ever In the view that a 
waW&ws conclusion with regard to the electrical transmission of 
pemat was at any rate premature. 

The next paper was by Mr. Webb, of Crewe, upon “ Com¬ 
pound Locomotive Engines, 1 * It described the system devised 


by him, and now carried out in several engines running upan the 
London and North-Western Railway. 

The last paper read at Liege was on the St. Gothard Railway, 
by Herr Wendehtein of Lucerne. This paper gave an interesting 
description of the works of the railway, and of the Brandt 
hydraulic drill, which was used with great success for one of the 
spiral tunnels. It then passed on to the question of ventilation, 
which was very fully gone into. * Tables were given of the tem¬ 
perature in the great tunnel during and after construction, to¬ 
gether with an account of the observations mode on the 
ventilation both of that tunnel and of the spiral tunnels. The 
subject is as interesting from a scientific as it is important from a 
practical point of view, the result being that artificial measures 
of ventilation, the necessity for which was fully discussed, are 
found to be wholly needless. We regret that space does not 
allow us to reproduce this part of the paper. 

During a subsequent visit of the‘Institution to Antwerp, a 
paper was read by M. Royer®, describing the great harbour 
works which are now being constructed at that city, especially 
the long quay wall which is being built far out in the river by a 
special system of floating cofferdam designed by Mr. Hersent. 
In addition to these papers a large number of notices of the 
various works to be visited, &c., had been prepared and were 
distributed at the meeting. We understand that copies of any 
of these, or of the papers above mentioned, may be obtained on 
application to the Secretary, 10, Victoria Chambers, West¬ 
minster, S.W. 


GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

In the Transactions of the Berlin Geographical Society (May- 
June) is an interesting paper by Herr Arthur Krause on Snutn- 
eastern Alaska, or that strip of coast stretching from Mount 
Elias to Fort Simpson, comprehending about 120 miles breadth 
of continent, and the numerous islands lying alongside of it. 
Herr A. Krause parsed the winter of 1882 with his brother at a 
factory to the north,.of the Lynn Canal, making short tours the 
following spring into the interior, aB far as the Yukon district, 
and Herr Krause’s paper is the result of his observations. The 
lower course of the Yukon River, as far as Fort Yukon, has 
been traced and astronomically observed by Raymond in his 
“ Reconnaissance of the Yukon River, 1871/’ Its upper course 
and sources, on the other hand, have only seldom been visited 
by people of the Hudson's Bay Company and by gold seekers. 
The most important head stream is the Polly River, which springs 
from France** Lake on the west of the Rocky Mountains. From 
the south the Polly receive* a powerful current, figuring in 
certain maps as the Lewis River. A northern offshoot 
of the Lynn channel cuts so deeply into the interior that 
in two short days' marches you can pass thence to the Yukon 
river. To the north of the Lynn Channel is the varied district 
of Chiieat, forming the watershed between the coast and the 
Yukon river, and parting two distinct zones of flora and fauna. 
The Chiieat district, like the whole of the west coast, is moun¬ 
tainous, and its peaks condensing the vapour driven by western 
winds from the warmer region of the sea, the whole western 
tract is distinguished by its violent falls of rain in summer and 
snow in winter, as also by its abundance of glaciers. Glacier 
Bay, to the west of the entrance of the Lynn Channel, is quite 
filled with ice in consequence of vast glaciers falling into it. All 
the valleys, too, along the coast abound in glaciers. As soon, 
however, as the watershed and the slope towards Yukon river 
are reached, the glaciers disappear. With this change also 
appears a corresponding change in vegetable and animal forms. 
The low banks and islands along the coast are covered with pop¬ 
lars, alders, willows, and thickets. Higher up on the slopes 
you meet a thick belt of pine. A few green trees of diminutive 
size, birch, maple, and mountain ash, may be observed, but these 
are mostly interwoven in the enormous thick underwoods of the 
pine forests. In some lower-lying spots an almost tropical 
luxuriance of vegetation surprises the traveller. On the island 
side of the watershed the whole physiognomy of vegetation is 
in striking contrast with that on the sea ride—is barer, drier, 
and lighter* Instructive particulars are also given by Herr 
Krause regarding the fur And fishing trades of this region. 

In the Bulletin Of the Italian Geographical Society for 
July is a paper giving a historic survey of the Harar dis¬ 
trict, oomanlftnd, by, the Rev. P. Taurin Cahagne. Greet 
interest attaches to this place since Frederick Mtiller has 
shown that It forms a distinct ethnologic enclave allied to 
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the Semitic group of Abyssinia in the mldri of the Ilamitlc 
populations of Somaliland. The town of Harar itself was 
never the capital of an independent kingdom, as has been 
wrongly stated by many writers, but simply a laree emporium 
and station of great importance between the old Abysrinian 
empire and Massawa on the Gulf of Aden. Some years ago it 
was attached to (he possessions of the Khedive, but on the with¬ 
drawal of the Egyptian troops the district was overran by the 
fierce Oromo (Gafla) people, who exterminated most of the 
old Ambaric (Abyssinian) populat'd!.—In the same number 
is an editorial note, with illustration, on a human foot inched 
by the Bushmen of South Africa on a stone', which has been 
presented by Dr. Holrtb to the Society, and is now deposited in 
the Royal Prehistoric Museum, Rome. 

The general census of Japan, taken on the first day of the 
present year, gives the total population of the country at 
36,700,110, made up of 18,598,998 males ftIl d r8,iot,il2 
females. The population of the larger towns is given as fol¬ 
lows Oaka, 1 , 77^333 i Hiogo, 1,418,521; Na«a<aki t 
1,204,629; Tokio, 987,887; Kioto, 835,215. To avoid erro¬ 
neous conclusions it may be well to state that the figures here 
given are not the populations of the towns and cities mentioned, 
but of the administrative districts, locally krtown as fu or ken , 
bearing these names. In some instances, e.g. Hiogo and Naga¬ 
saki, these districts are as large as a medium-sized English 
county, and in all cases they include the tow ns and villager for 
several (from ten to thirty) miles around, ‘lhus these statistics 
Can by no means be accepted as data for the respective sizes of 
the towns. These would run, we believe, as follows ; Tokio, 
Osaka, Kioto,. Nagasaki, Hiogo; the two latter being smaller 
than probably a dozen other Japanese towns which might be 
mentioned—Nagoya, Sendai, Niigata, Kagoshima, bhimo- 
notseki, &c. Statisticians should therefore receive these figures 
with the explanation here given. 

Among the papers in parts 3 and 4 of the Verhandtungen der 
Gestllschaft jiir Ercikundt zu Berlin for the current year, we find 
one by. Dr. Schwarz on Montenegro, the land and people ; 
another by Dr. Ublc of Dresden on the divinity Ba*ara Guru of 
the Malays ; and also ;ome geographical sketches of Portugal 
by Hefr Miillcr-Beeck. 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST x6, 1883 


DECENT TRAVEL IN EAS 1 ERN ASIA 

The Colden Chersonese By Isabella L. Bird. (London : 
John Murray, 1883.) 

Across Chrysi; being the Narrative of a Journey of 
Exploration through the South China Border Lands 
from Canton to Mandalay. By Archibald R. Col- 
quhoun. Two Vols. (London: Sampson Low, 1883.) 
Among the Mongols . By the Rev. James Gilmour. 

(London : Religious Tract Society, 1883.) 

Eight Years in Japan , 1873-1881. Work } Travel> and 
Recreation . By E. G, Holtham, M.Inst.C E. (London: 
Kegan Paul, Trench, and Co., 1883.) 

HEN Miss Bird last took leave of her readers, 
steaming away from the coasts of Japan, her 
labours and wanderings were by no means over. In 
this volume she takes up the thread of her narrative 
exactly where she dropped it in her last book, and 
we find ourselves with her again just where we parted 
before, and pay visits first to Hong Kong and then to 
Canton before starting for the newer ground. If this 
volume at all falls short in the interest and, we may say, 
importance of the last, it is owing alone to the Malayan 
peninsula falling so far short of Japan in both its interest¬ 
ing ancient and marvellous modern history. It is as 
fresh ground as Japan : for of the eastern half of the 
peninsula nothing is known but the coast line. Yet com¬ 
merce promises to open it up ; for the export and import 
trade of the Straits Settlements amounted together in 
1880 10^32,353,000. Ironstone, containing 60 per cent, 
of metal, is said to be used for macadamising the roads 
at Singapore ; and the vastest tin fields in the world are 
found in the western Malay States. 

Miss Bird sailed from a leaden stormy sky on the 
Pacific into the sunny harbour of Hong Kong to find the 
town on fire, an incident giving early employment to her 
graphic pen. Her remarks that, whenever the rocks are 
quartied there, fever breaks out, is one on which further 
observations would be valuable. Miss Bird reports also 
that the Hong Kong hospital doctors have drugs which 
throw patients into a profound sleep, during which the 
most severe operations can be painlessly performed, and 
from which the patients awake without even a headache. 

From Hong Kong she makes an excursion to Canton, 
where her “admiration and amazement never cease/’ ] 
We must remark that the simple exercise of the faculty 
of seeing seems to give an unusually intense pleasure to 
Mies Bird. Further on she describes the rough life she 
led as “very enchanting," even where she owns that the 
redundancy of insect and reptile life certainly was op¬ 
pressive 1 The river population, though looked down* 
upon by the land-dwellers, seem as usual to have been 
sharpened and improved by the struggle for existence; 
at any rate Miss Bird seems to prefer their women. 
Miss Bird stops in the neighbourhood of a Cochin 
Chinese village where river boats are more crowded than 
at Canton. Among other low characteristics of the 
u iddttfw** inhabitants she notes a wide separation of the 
g*hat toe from the rest. 
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In the seas about Singapore there is “ nothing scanty, 
feeble, or pale/' while on land she finds a perpetual 
struggle between man and the jungle, and a power of 
vegetation which must be a source of wealth to the former 
when he has numbers and energy to control it. The 
average temperature there is 80* F., with no greater 
range in any part than 24°: moist and uniform. This 
moisture adds greatly to the oppressiveness of the heat— 
nowhere else did Miss Bird fedl it so overpowering as in 
a canoe on a river at nigbt-~but our traveller is one who 
can feel mere living to be a luxury with the thermometer 
at 88 \ and her powers of endurance are shown by the 
early collapse of one of the only two companions she 
made in any part of her journey, although the daughter 
of the Resident at Malacca. This town is now out of the 
line of traffic, and Miss Bird describes in equal wealth of 
words its monotonous silence and sleepiness, and the 
impression and fascination it produced upon her. It is 
only 2° north of the equator, and the journeyings which 
commence from here are in small territories on the west 
coast of the Malayan peninsula, only 3 0 further north. 

The jungle there is not an entanglement of profuse and 
matted scrub but a noble forest of majestic trees, many of 
them supported at their roots by three buttresses, behind 
which thirty men could find shelter. On many of the top 
branches of these other trees have taken root from seeds 
deposited by birds, and have attained considerable size. 
Under these giants stand the lesser trees grouped in 
glorious confusion. A long list of such is given, all of 
which are bound together by the rattan with its, tough 
strands from 100 to 1200 feet in length. An enthusiastic 
description of magnificent tropical flowers follows .here; 
but elsewhere she reconciles her description with the dif¬ 
ferent one which Mr. Wallace gives by remarking that 
“ a traveller through a tropical jungle may see very few 
flowers, and be inclined to disparage it. It is necessary 
to go on adjacent rising ground and look down where 
trees and trailers are exhibiting their gorgeousness, 1 ' 
* where indeed one has to look for most of the flowers/ 1 
The silence and colourlessness of the heart of the forest, 
she tells us, and the colour, light, vivacity, and movement 
among the tree tops contrast most curiously. Even with 
the latter our masses of flowers, buttercups and daisies, 
gorse or heather, are compared favourably among very 
few things of home which are compared favourably with 
what she finds abroad. 

Of the mangrove she notes that the seeds germinate 
while still attached to the branch—a long root pierces the 
covering and grows rapidly downwards from the heavy 
end of the fruit—which arrangement secures that when 
the fruit falls off the root shall become at once embedded 
in the mud; of the cocoanut palm, that in loose sandy 
soil near the salt water it needs neither manure nor care 
of any kind, but if planted more than two hundred yards 
from the sea it requires manure or human habitation, and 
that its fruit takes fourteen months from the appearance 
of the blossom till the ripe fruit falls j of the nutmeg that 
it grows like a nectarine on a tree forty or fifty feet high, 
with shining foliage. A ripe one open revealed the 
nutmeg, with it$ dark brown shell showing through its 
crimson reticulated envelope of mace, the whole lying in 
a bed of pure white, a beautiful object. 

w The sensitive plant with its tripartite leaves, green 
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above and brown below, is a fascinating plant, and at first 
one feels guilty of cruelty if one wounds its sensibilities. 
Touch any part of a leaf ever so lightly, and as quick as 
thought it rolls up. Touch the centre leaf of the three 
ever so lightly, and leaf and stalk fall smitten. Touch 
a branch and every leaf closes, and every stalk falls as if 
weighted with lead. Walk over it and you seem to have 
blasted the earth with a fiery tread, leaving desolation 
behind. Every trailing plant falls—the leaves closing 
show only their red-brown backs, and all the beauty has 
vanished ; but the burned and withered-looking earth is 
as fair as ever the next morning.” 

It is satisfactory to read that the elephant, so near exter¬ 
mination in Africa through the pursuit of the ivory trade, 
is still plentiful in these forest-covered interiors, though 
novelty seemed its only recommendation to Miss Bird as 
a beast of burden. Half a ton is considered a sufficient 
load for one if it be of metal, but if more bulky, from four 
to six hundredweight. In passing through the forest an 
elephant always puts his foot into the hole that another 
elephant’s foot has made. They have the greatest horror 
of anything that looks like a fence; and a slight one 
made of reeds usually keeps them out of padi, cane, and 
maize plantations. The insect which can draw blood 
from the wrinkled hide of an elephant is curiously small. 
The boiled or stewed trunk of the latter, we are told, 
tastes much like beef. 

A most tender account is given of the living and dying 
of a tame monkey, which Miss Bird believes to be an 
tc agile gibbon—a creature so delicate that it has never 
yet survived a voyage to England ”; and curiously human 
are the differences in disposition between different species 
of monkeys which she observes. When tamed by living 
with Europeans these apes acquire a great aversion to 
Malays. 

Some small bright-eyed lizards which ran about her 
room went up the walls in search of flies. They dart 
upon the fly with very great speed, but just as you think 
they are about to swallow him, they pause for a second 
or two and then make the spring. u I have never seen a 
fly escape during this pause, which looks as if the lizard 
charmed or petrified his victim." The Malays have a 
proverb based upon this fact: u Even the lizard gives the 
fly time to pray." One evening Miss Bird found seventeen 
lizards in her room and two in her slippers ! 

A snake about 8 feet long has gained its name of a 
u two-headed snake” because after the proper head is 
dead the tail will stand up and move forwards. 

An interesting account is given of a column of ants, 
officered by larger ones, making their way to the stump 
of a tree from which the outer layer of bark had been 
removed, leaving an under layer apparently permeated 
with a rich sweet secretion, which a quantity of reddish 
ants of much larger size and with Large mandibles were 
engaged in stripping off. The large pieces which they 
dropped were broken up and carried away by the smaller 
ants round the base. Other proceedings which she 
describes seemed inscrutable to Miss Bird. 

Among the gorgeous butterflies, Mi%s Bird describes 
one with the upper part of its wings of jet black velvet, 
and the lower half of its body and the under side of its 
wings of peacock-blue velvet, spotted; another of the 
same u make 99 but with gold instead of blue; and a third 
with the upper part of the body and wings white with 
erise spots. All these measured full five inches across 
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their expanded wings. In one opening of the forest only 
she counted thirty-seven varieties of these briiliant crea- 
tures, not in hundreds, but in thousands, mixed up with 
the blue and crimson dragon-flies, and iridescent files all 
joyous in the sunshine. Many birds rival them in beauty 
of plumage, though some resemble less brilliant European 
species. 

The Malays are fond of animal pets ; their low voiees 
and gentle supple movements never shock the timid sen* 
sitiveness of brutes. A bird called a mina articulated so 
plainly that Miss Bird did not know whether a bird or a 
Malay spoke. Monkeys gather cocoanuts to order for 
their masters. 

The Malays have an elaborate civilisation, laws, and 
even a literature of their own. They are a decently 
clothed, comfortably housed, settled, agricultural people, 
skilful in some arts, especially the working of gold, and 
they are rigid monotheists. Their houses show good work 
in lattice and bamboo, carved doorways, and porti&res of 
red silk, pillows and cushions of gold embroidery laid 
over exquisitely fine matting on the floors. Yet Miss Bird 
says that with no visible reason they have been dwindling 
away for several generations, and if they were swept away 
to-morrow not a trace of them except their metal work 
would be found. But nothing impresses itself so often 
or so strongly upon Miss Bird as the energy, enter¬ 
prise, and large emigration of the Chinese. Most of her 
remarks about them might be thought to apply to the 
English; and indeed, so far from wishing to correct such* 
an impression, she asserts that a to say that the Chinese 
make as good emigrants as the British is barely to give 
them their due. They have equal stamina and are more 
industrious and thrifty.” Though the old hatred of 
foreigners in their native country does not pass away 
from them, and Miss Bird heard them mutter the phrase 
of u foreign devils” as she passed along the streets of 
Canton, yet the Chinese who are bom in the Straits glory 
in being British-born subjects, and despise the immigrant 
Chinese. The principal result of British rule seems likely 
to be, from Miss Bird’s account, that the Chinaman, 
striving, thriving, and oblivious of everything but his own 
interests, will soon overspread the whole of the Far East. 
Singapore is to all appearance a Chinese town, with 
86,766 Chinese against 1283 European residents. 

We think no one can help enjoying this happy traveller’s 
book; though few would be led to think they would enjoy 
the same journey as thoroughly as she describes doing. 
One adjective fairly describes all her descriptions of what 
she meets with—they are superlative I 

Mr. Colquhoun’s object in undertaking the journey 
which he records in these two portly volumes/was to find 
a trade route from Rangoon through Burmah and the 
Shan States into South-western China* HU attention 
was attracted to this subject by a previous journey to 
Zimmtf Or Kiang-mai on die Me Ping, and be accordingly 
decided to devote his first leave of absence from his offtdsd 
duties in India to attacking his task from the Chinese tfSdfe 
Briefly, then, he went up the Si Kiang, or Canton fUyes/, 
from its mouth to F&g, near the borders erf Yunnan* and 
travelled through the southern districtsofthis^ 
passing the great towns Kaitraa, Lilian, and 
Ssdmao, immediately on the border of tbe indopOndewt 
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Stan States, the real goal of bis journey* Here, where 
the moat interesting part of his work was to commence, 
and; when he had overcome many obstacles, he found 
himself compelled to abandon his plan by the refusal of 
his interpreter to proceed into these strange regions. It 
it not difficult to understand the bitter disappointment | 
with which he turned northwards, when only a few weeks’ 
journey from Ziromd, and passing almost across Yunnan 
to Tali, he took the usual route of Gill, Margary, and 
others through Manwyne and Bbamo, and thence by the 
Irrawaddy to Mandalay and British Burmah. It is to be 
hoped, hot less in the interests of geograp hy than of com¬ 
merce, that Mr. Colquhoun may shortly be able to under¬ 
take the journey again, aided by the great commercial 
bodies of England; for we are bound to say that he 
exhibited throughout the journey many of the highest 
and most valuable qualities that a traveller can exhibit 
among strange peoples—patience in overcoming obstacles, 
unfailing good temper, tact in dealing with officials and 
with his own followers ; and at the same time energy, 
industry, and skill in making and recording scientific 
observations. These volumes appear to have been 
Written from day to day as the journey progressed, and 
this accounts for much repetition, and for an absence of 
arrangement which is none the less occasionally irri¬ 
tating. But how are we to account for the presence of 
illustrations in this important and scientific work of such 
hackneyed subjects as “ Chinese Children,” “Modes of 
Dressing the Hair/' " Boats at Futshan,” &c., such as 
may be found in any popular volume published on China 
during the last fifty years ? They swell the size of the 
book, without in any degree adding to its interest or 
value. In fact, there was ample room for judicious 
pruning, and a single moderate-sized volume would have 
been sufficient to contain a full record of the journey, 
including the excellent maps, and the amusing sketches 
of the aboriginal tribes of Southern Yunnan. But we 
must not look our gift-horse too much in the mouth ; and 
the faults to which we have adverted do not prevent Mr. 
Colquhoun’s journey from being one of the most valuable 
Contributions to our knowledge of the geography of China 
and its southern border-lands that we have had since 
Lagrfe’s adventurous journey up the Meikong and through 
Yunnan to the Yang-tsse about ten years ago. He appears 
to have settled the hydrography of many of the numerous 
rivers that flow from Yunnan through the Indo-Chinese 
peninsula, and his accounts of the various tribes inhabit¬ 
ing the southern borders of that province add much to 
ethnological knowledge. One fact, of great importance 
at the present time, which Mr. Colquhoun places beyond 
doubt is that the Songkoi River, which flows through 
Tonkin, and which the French regard as the future trade- 
route into South-western China, can never be used for 
that purpose with success. Its highest navigable point 
is cut off from the province by a range of lofty mountains, 
and when these are crossed, the district reached is a 
barren one* The real wealth of these regions appears to 
liefarther to the westward, about Puerh, Ssumao, and in 
the Independent Shan States, where the traveller found a 
busy and thriving trade. In the new journey which Mr. 
Colquhoun is about to undertake with morefunds, and 
with e&er advantages which he did not possess last year, 
Wbniaosttre he will meet with the Success Which unfor¬ 


tunate circumstances then snatched from him at the last 
moment. 

Mr. Gilmour’s volume is one of the most charming 
books about a strange people that we have read for many 
a day. There is much deficiency in the matter of dates, 
but we gather that be commenced his missionary labours 
in Mongolia about 1870, and that he is still connected 
with the Peking mission. He lived amongst this nomad 
people as one of themselves. He learned the language 
in a manner that would have approved itself to the late 
Prof. Palmer, and then he travelled over the vast tract 
of country lying between the great wall of China on the 
south and the Amour on the north, sometimes joining 
caravans, sometimes alone, now staying in Mongol tents, 
now pitching his own tent on the confines of an encamp¬ 
ment, from which the people came out to visit and hear 
him, or to get from him foreign medicines, which they 
expected to work extraordinary cures. In addition Mr. 
Gilmour has lived in towns such as Kalgan, on the 
southern frontier of Mongolia, Urga and Kiachta, and 
appears even to have once gone as far as Irkutsk. As a 
result he knows the Mongols from the inside; he has 
penetrated into their superstitions, their religion and 
habits of life, and he therefore is never compelled to 
hammer out a little substance to cover a large space. 
Indeed his wealth of material would in some hands have 
easily been extended to two portly volumes. Of geogra¬ 
phical information there is very little, except an account 
of a journey across Mongolia from Kalgan to Kiachta, on 
the Siberian frontier ; but the customs, religion, super¬ 
stitions, &c., of the inhabitants of Mongolia are fully 
described, and the volume may thus be of much value to 
the ethnologist and student of comparative culture. It is 
in addition written in a simple and most amusing way. 

The complaint that our books on Japan for the general 
reader are written by “globe-trotters” and travellers who 
have spent but a short time in the country is in a fair way 
of being removed. Mr. Holtham's is the second volume 
published during the past two years in which a resident 
on his return home has given the public the benefit of his 
experiences. Mr* Holtham was employed as an engineer 
on the Japanese railways. For the first two years survey 
work took him up country, but when the Japanese 
Government found they were exceeding their funds in 
various directions, the projected railways were abandoned 
for the lime being, and Mr. Holtham was called in to 
administer one or other of the two small railways then in 
actual running order. One of these he extended slowly 
till it reached Kioto ; the other he succeeded in relaying. 
The nature of the experiences of an engineer surveying 
for railways may be guessed with tolerable accuracy, but 
Mr. Holtham tells his stoiy in a quaint and humorous 
fashion which, if a little strained now and again, is as a 
rule very taking. In addition to what may be called 
the professional section of the volume, there are also 
records of various journeys in the interior, but none of 
these are on unbeaten tracks; and interspersed every¬ 
where we find interesting and amusing comments on 
what was going on under the author's eye in society and 
politics in Japan. It maybe commended especially to 
readers who desire, from whatever motive, to know the 
conditions under which the scientific and professional 






man works under the Japanese Government. Many of 
these are exceedingly irritating, among them being the 
incompetence and presumption of native colleagues, who 
are fond of proceeding in what Mr. Holtham styles "the 
rough and ready heaven-borngenius-and-see-it-with-half- 
an-eye kind of way* in cases where his old-fashioned 
education led him to seek first carefully for facts. The 
author passes over unpleasantnesses such as these in a 
very kindly way, but there can, we believe, be no question 
that many most important elements of the true scientific 
spirit are sadly lacking in young Japan. Energy, thirst 
for knowledge, and ingenuity exist in abundance, but we 
are not so assured of the patience, and caution in research, 
and respect for the opinions of older and more experienced 
heads, which are also necessary. Hence, doubtless, we 
find so many promising schemes come to nought. It is 
more satisfactory to find that, in Mr. Holtham’s opinion, 
the students who have been so carefully trained under 
excellent foreign teachers in the Imperial College of 
Engineering give great promise of subsequent practical 
usefulness. The foreign staff of the Japanese Railway 
Department has now been almost wholly replaced by 
natives, and it will be very interesting to watch the 
Japanese walking alone. A few years will s' ow how far 
they were justified in getting rid of the men to whom they 
owe their substantial public works. However this may 
be, we can cordially recommend “ Eight Years in Japan” 
as a very interesting and amusing bool'. 

ELEMENTARY APPLIED MECHANICS 
Elementary Applied Mechanics , Part II. By Thos. 
Alexander, C.E., and Arthur Watson Thomson, C.E., 
B.Sc. (London ; Macmillan and Co., 1883.) 

I N this volume the authors have pursued the same 
Course as that followed by Prof. Alexander in the 
first volume of his Elementary Applied Mechanics,” in 
giving an abundant commentary, illustrated by a large 
number of practical examples, of those parts of Rankine’s 
“ Applied Mechanics ’ f which deal with transverse stresses 
and the shearing forces and bending moments on beams 
and cantilevers. 

They have thus supplied a want which has Jong been 
felt both by teachers and students of a text-book which 
should treat applied mechanics in a way similar to that 
pursued in mathematical works. 

The work before us is accurate and clearly written, and 
the explanations given are so full that it may be easily 
understood by any one whose mental powers are not so 
hopelessly deficient that he would be liable to incur re¬ 
sponsibility for culpable homicide if he were to under¬ 
take to design or construct a bridge, or any sort of struc¬ 
ture in which defects might be attended with risk to 
human life. 

Thoroughly penetrated with the scientific spirit of Ran- 
kine’s work, though happily with a more perfect acquaint¬ 
ance with the limits of average human intelligence, the 
authors have given at length the proofs of the formulae 
belonging to this part of applied mechanics, and they 
have aho examined carefully the various cases which 
occur owing to the different modes of loading a beam. 

The results arrived at and the methods employed} 
many of which are new, have, in each case, been rendered 
more easy of apprehension by the addition of a solution 


of the same.question by simple gngjpcal methods, nearly 
all of which depend, by a proper change in the scale on 
which vertical ordinates are measured, on the use of an 
invariable parabolic segment which is to be carefiiOy 
constructed beforehand in wood or cardboard, and em¬ 
ployed throughout. 

By this means complicated questions on beams with 
both a dead and travelling load, can be easily dealt with, 
and the curves of bending moment and maximum 
bending moment readily drawn. 

The mathematics employed are of the simplest character, 
not extending, except in one or two instances, beyond 
elementary algebra, whilst those properties of the para¬ 
bola which are employed are pcmpusly proved in the 
form of lemmas. . 

But excellent as is the theoretical exposition of prin¬ 
ciples in the book, we are disposed to attach even greater 
importance to the large collection of examples scattered 
through it, in which the facts and formulae of the text are 
applied to well chosen practical examples. 

It has been a great misfortune, which all teachers of 
the subject have deplored, that the writers of books on 
it have spared themselves the labour of compiling a set of 
numerical examples, which would enable students to 
obtain that grasp of it which examples alone can give, 
and at the same time afford them the assurance that the 
formulae they have been^atudying have some practical 
significance. 

Those which are scattered through this work are 
judiciously selected, and they are accompanied, when 
necessary, by hints for their solution. We set a high 
value on this feature of the book, and we believe that a 
student, even though otherwise unassisted, who should 
carefully read it and conscientiously work through the 
examples, would acquire a knowledge, theoretically sound 
and practically useful, of this part of applied mechanics 
which he could not gain with the same labour and in the 
same time from the study of any other book which has 
been published on the subject. J. F. MAIN 

-- --— 

OUR BOOK SHELF 

Text-Book of Physics, By J. D. Everett, M.A., D.C.L., 

F.R.S. Illustrated. (Glasgow : Blackieand Son, 1883.) 

This book of 300 pages well fulfils the author’s intention 
of providing an elementary text-book which may especially 
serve as an introduction to the well-known work of 
Deschanel with which his name is associated. It 1 $ full 
of matter, which is presented to the reader in a thoroughly 
systematised and acceptable condition. 

The definitions, we need hardly say, are excellent and 
well worthy of tne reputation of one who has taken a 
prominent part in scientific definition and terminology. 
Indeed we have rarely seen the chief points of scientific 
interest 50 clearly explained as they are in this volume. 

We give the following as a good illustration (p. 119V • 

** Fuel is a reservoir of potential energy, inasmuchae 
its elements are ready, whenever opportunity is given, to 
unite with the oxygen of the air and develop a large 
amount of heat. The words * whenever opportunity Is 
given * require some explanation. ... If we have alttrge 
stone tyipg near the edge of a precipice 1000feet <feep f 
the stone will not move over of itself, hut is ready th feH 
when opportunity is given, and a trifling expenditure of 
work in moving the stone to the edge will enable ..kte 
descend to the foot with terrific vldeac*. , . . In fib* 
firing of a gun there is a combination of illustrations of 
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the Wad of action wg a** considering. First, a little work 
spent in pulling the ttijgger releases a strong spring in the 
lock, ana brings about a smart blow with the hammer. 
This blow liberates the explosive energy of the percussion 
cep, which in its turn tires the powder. Thus we have a 
serfes of processes in which the running down of a small 
quantity of energy givti opportunity for the running down 
of a larger.” 

This is only one illustration out of many which might 
bfc given. In fine the student of physics will find in this 
volume an accurate and clearly cut map of the various 
districts for the more minute details of which he must of 
course be referred to other guides. B. S. 

Formulaire Pratique de L JzUctricien. Par E. Hospitalier, 

Premiere Annde, 1883. (Paris ; G. Masson.) 

In his “ Formulaire Pratique de 1 ’Electric ien ” M. Hos¬ 
pitaller has supplied ua with a work which cannot fail to 
be of value as a convenient book of reference. It is 
divided into five parts. In the first are stated as briefly 
as possible those general principles with which every one 
who is in any way connected with electrical mitters should 
be familiar. In the second is given the derivation of the 
electrical and magnetic units, with which are tabulated 
all the arbitrary units that have been or arc at all gene* 
rally used. In the third chapter almost every instrument 
and method that may be employed for making any mea¬ 
surement which an electrician is likely to require is 
mentioned, and when necessary explained by a figure. 
Though it must have been difficult to decide what to 
include and what to omit, surely considering the growing 
importance of #< diagrams” so very useful an instrument 
as Amsler’s planimeter might have been mentioned, 

The fourth chapter, which in quantity is equal to all 
the rest of the book put together, contains a large amount 
of miscellaneous information. After giving the usual 
mathematical tables and formulae, and several tables of 
the physical properties of bodies, the author treats in 
succession of batteries, accumulators, electro-metallurgy, 
thermo-electricity, dynamo-machines, and motors, electric 
lighting the telegraph, and telephone. 

The fifth chapter consists of a few pages, in which the 
composition of various alloys, cements, and varnishes, and 
a few manipulative processes are described. This part 
might and no doubt will be improved. For instance, a 
troublesome process of amalgamating iron is given, but 
no mention is made of the well known property that 
sodium possesses of making mercury wet iron or 
platinum. 

There can be no doubt that both in the laboratory and 
In the workshop this will be found one of the most handy 
end complete books of reference existing. C. V. B. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[TheEditor ekes not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
fy his correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts , 
No notice is taken 0/ anonymous communications. 

[The Mditer urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible. The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
j iff communications containing interesting and novel facts,] 

. “ Elevation and Subaidence ” 


Tw an article in last week's Nature on “Elevation and Subsi¬ 
dence* (p. 3 a 3)> Darwin's theory on the formation of coral Blands 
is contrasted with mioe, and u is apparently assumed that my 
theory is opposed to subsidence In those regions of the ocean 
where atolls and barrier reefs are situated. 

lam not aware t have ever Contended for this, but as several 
wrftars have lately attributed this opinion to me it may be as 
WdH tq restate the position. My view Is that the characteristic 
bf barrier reefs and atolls Is in no way dependent on sub- 
«Wem»i that subsidence U not the cause of their peculiar fear 
totaH that these taay he met with indifferently in st&ion¬ 
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ary areas, in areas of subsidence, and in areas of elevation ; and 
that elevation and subsidence only modify in a minor way the 
appearance of these islands. 

All naturalists will be willing to acknowledge that Darwin’s 
theory is “simple and admirable,” but I do not think it will be 
generally admitted by those who have carefully examined coral 
reefs in recent years that it "accounts satisfactorily for all the 
observed phenomena of coral growth.” 

According to the explanation given by Darwin, the founda¬ 
tions of the coral reef sink gradually, and the corals, as gradually, 
build up the reef to the level of the waves. In this way these 
interesting coral islands are slowly developed. 

It appears to me. that the chief phenomena of barrier reefs and 
atolls are more satisfactorily accounted for in another way :— 

1. By a physiological fact—the very vigorous growth of the 
reef-forming species ou the outer or seaward face of the reef 
where there is abundance of food, and the much less vigorous 
growth and even death of these species on the inner parts of the 
reefs and in the lagoons, where there is much less food, and 
where there are other conditions inimical to growth. 

3. By a physical and chemical fact—the removal of lime in 
suspension and in solution from the inner portions of the reefr 
and from the lagoons, where much dead coral is exposed to the 
action of sea water containing carbonic acid—the result being 
the formation, the deepening, and the widening of lagoons and 
lagoon channels. 

My theory is represented as demanding “200 volcanic peaks 
at the sea level in the Pacific coral area alone.” 

What 1 have endeavoured to show is that the sum of all the 
agencies at work above the sea tends to reduce volcanic cones 
down to twenty or thirty fathoms beneath the waves, and the 
sum of all the agencies at work under the sea level tends to 
build up volcanic cones to within twenty or thirty fathoms of the 
surface. 

In both cases banks are formed on which reef-building corals 
grow and eventually develop into atolls. The nearer the summit 
of the cone is to the sea level, whether above or below it, the 
more rapid is the formation of the bank. 

Atolls, as we now see them, should, according to Darwin’s theory, 
be situated on the summits of gigantic pillars of coral, which are 
probably higher (or deeper) the greater the diameter of the atoll. 
These pillars should rest on volcanic cones or peaks of conti¬ 
nental land ; and in the “Pacific coral area alone " should mark 
the spots where “290 peaks” have subsided. Where are the 
soundings which corroborate this part of Darwin’s theory ? 

John Murray 

Challenger O/Iice, 32, Queen Street, Edinburgh, August 6 


In his article on "Elevation and Subsidence” (Nature, 
vol. xxviii. p. 323) Mr. Starkie Gardner has given some very 
interesting new illustrations, drawn from observations of bis own 
upon lava-fields in Iceland, where it is his belief that tracts have 
sunk owing to the mere weight of lava poured over them. But 
there are several places in his reasoning upon the general ques¬ 
tion of the condition of the earth’s interior where he appears to 
argue upon the supposition that pressure by itself can be the 
cause of heat, and consequently of an increase of temperature 
amon^ deeply buried rocks. This, however, as those who are 
acquainted with the science of energy will know, is clearly a 
mistake. It is only where pressure has produced!motion, and 
that motion has been destroyed as visible motion in a mass of 
matter, and transformed into motion among the molecules of the 
matter, that the mass can be heated thereby. 

Supposing that rocks at a considerable depth, and therefore 
under great prer-sure, are hot enough to be melted, it does not 
follow that the pressure is ibe cause either of the high tempera¬ 
ture or of the fudon. We must look for some other cause for 
that high temperature and fusion, and this can only be guessed 
at. But it probably arises from the earth having once been 
an incandescent body—a Uttle sun—which is now gradually 
cooling. 

1 have been led to make these remarks because Mr. Starkie 
Gardner has referred to a publication of my own with greater 
approbation than it perhaps deserves; but at the fame time he 
pays that the views he has put forward in his article present some 
important differences from mine 2 wish therefore to be allowed 
to say that what I have now mentioned, and the consequences 
which he has deduced from it, are the only important points in 
which I should disagree wkh him. O, Fisher 

Harlton, Cambridge, August 13 






The canal which it is proposed to make, connecting the Medi¬ 
terranean and Red Sea vid the Dead Sea and Gulf of Aka ha, will, 
if carried out, throw considerable light upon the theory discussed 
by Mr. J. Starkie Gardner in your issue of August a (p. 32 J). 
The low-lying area which this jtthetoe would submerge occupies 
the greater part of the Jordan valley, and extends some distance 
to the south of the Red Sea, where the depression is at least 
1200 feet. If there is any truth in the theory which ascribes 
elevation and depression to the denudation of rock from one area 
aud its accumulation upon another, the introduction of such an 
immense weight of water from the Gulf of Akaba into the Jor¬ 
dan Valley will cause considerable subsidence in its vicinity. To 
what extent this would be the case it is difficult to say, but 
even a slight subsidence would much facilitate the cutting of 
the Mediterranean end of the canal. 

Derby, Mill Hill,'"August 4 R. Mountford Deeley 

14 The Speke and Grant Zebra' 1 

About four months ago I wrote Mr. Joseph Thomson, the 
explorer wh :> was selected by the Royal Geographical Society 
to examine the snow-clad mountains in Eastern Africa, and I 
requested him to look out for the " Speke and Grant" zebra 
mentioned in Nature of April 26 last by Sir Joseph Fayrer, and 
I have had the following reply from Mr. Thomson, dated Mom- 
bassa, June 6, 1883 :— 

* 4 With regard to your two questions I am happy to say that I 
can give you satisfactory answers. 

u Within the last month I have seen hundreds of zebras, and 1 
have shot three—one female and two males. The ground colour 
is white and the legs are striped to the hoofs. Of these facts I 
am certain, but to make quite sure I shall take care to note their 
characteristic* in detail on my return. I did not know it was a 
subject of dispute," 

The subject of dispute referred to is that the French z >ologist, 
M. Milne-Edwards named a zebra after the President of the 
Republic, E. Grevvi t which appears to be no other than the 
animal which we shot twelve of in 1860-63. J. A. Grant 

19, Upper Grosvenor Street, W., August 10 


The Fisheries Exhibition 

THE allusion that you made to the marine invertebrates in our 
department led one of your scientific readers immediately to 
examine them. He was surprised to find them properly ar¬ 
ranged, classified, and named, with a few exceptions. All the 
alcoholic specimens were looking bright and beautiful. The speci¬ 
mens of the marvellous Aleyonarian of British Columbia, Osteo - 
alia. Gray, or Verrillia Blakcii , as it is called by tho-e who have 
sent it, are in a state of perfect preservation. They are not so 
well accommodated as I oould wish, owing to their great length, 
6 or 7 feet; still they are to be seen very distinctly, doubled np 
In a glass jar, 3 feet 5 inches in height, filted with strong alcohol 
clear as water. The fine specimen of Cryptochiton stelleri % col¬ 
lected and contributed by His Excellency the Marquis of Lome, 
was also found by your reader to be properly exhibited in a con¬ 
venient glas^ iar, and labelled inside and out. The large and 
Interesting collection of marine invertebrates exhibited by the 
Government of the Dominion of Canada is formed of collections 
contributed by the Museum of McGill College, Montreal, Laval 
University, Quebec, and from the Nova Scotia Provincial 
Museum. The collection of Edible Molluscs was made by the 
late John R. Willis, of Halifax, N.S. 

Canadian Department, I.F.E., D, Honeyman 

August 7 Canadian Commissioner 


Birds and Cholera 


Allow me to relate an anecdote in point. I was with a regi¬ 
ment, to which at the time 1 belonged, in Mauritius, when that 
bright and beautiful isle was desolated by Asiatic cholera in the 
year 1854. It wa« the subject of common remark that during 
the prevalence of the epidemic the Indian Minah-bird or star* 
lings— 44 martins M they used to be called in the Island—aban¬ 
doned, or seemed to abandon, the main barrack square and other 
open spaces they were wont to frequent in the neighbourhood of 
Port Louis, and were nowhere to be seen. These birds bad 
been imported from India many years before, and were protected 
as destroyers of certain insect pests in the sugar-canes. They 



themselves to the forest or Grand Bob, remaining in the centre 
of the little islandj they could not have left by sea- They reap¬ 
peared, or seemed to us to reappear, when the sicknees passed 
away. Mauritius was then one of tnestations where mcteoroiqgicnl 
observations were systematically reoorded, I rather think that 
the disappearance of the birds from the haunts of men during 
the epidemic and their reappearance When it ceased were duly 
noted by the Colonial Meteorologist, the late Col, then Lieut*, 
A. B. Fycrs, Royal Engineers, in his report. At any rate, I 
distinctly remember hi4 noting another circumstance, viz. that 
the decline of the cholera mortality in the island, which was 
sudden and umked, wax coincident with a marked change in the 
electric condition of the atmosphere at Fort Louis, as indicated 
by the pith-ball electroscope. 

I venture to suggest that the collection and investigation of 
trustworthy meteorol tgical data during the prevalence of epi¬ 
demics and of collateral information bearing thereupon has not 
yet received as much attention as it deserves from observers out¬ 
side the medical profession. H. M. C, 

August 10 

M. Wolf’* New Apparatus 

The short abstract given in Nature (p. 336) of the 
ComMes rendus for July 23, contains a mistake in respect to 
M. Wolf's paper 44 Sur un appareil k 1 ’etude des mouvements 
da sol." It is stated that M. Wolf's apparatus involves the 
same principle as that by which my brother and I magnified the 
displacements of the vertical. This is not the case, since he uses 
an ingenious arrangement of reading by reflection from mercury. 
In the abstract in Nature * 4 sol”has been translated “sun" 
instead 0/ "soil." G, H. Darwin 

Trinity College, Cambridge, August 9 

Double Shadows 

One cloudless evening lately, while walking on a hillside ndar 
the southern shore of Loch Etlve, Argyllshire, facing the setting 
sun, I observed each member of our little company cast a double 
shadow on the upward slope of the hill; first, the usual complete, 
welt defined shadow cast in clear sunshine ; and second, a longer 
fainter shadow of the upper part of the figure, extending for 
some distance in the same line beyond the first. The explana¬ 
tion was not far to seek. The loch beneath us was perfectly 
calm, and reflected the sun’s disk wrh dazzling brilliancy. The 
second shadow was evidently produced by the reflected rays,, 
thus:— 



The phenomenon must be of frequent occurrence, but I do not 
remember seeing it noticed. 1 should odd it was only observable 
for a few yards at a particular part of the hillside; a little higher 
or a little lower it ceased to be visible—doubtless because in the 
one case the reflected rays fell short, and in the other passed 
overhead, D, B f 

Glasgow, Augnst 2 

Regnard’e Incandescent Lamp 

Herr von Petersen, the engineer of the Zoological Station 
in this town, recently having occasi on to use a powerfuliight, took 
advantage ofthe apparatus described in NATURE (vjl,un, p. 198) 
under the name of Regaard’s Incandescent Lamp. He used the 
apparatus figured a «T described in Nature, but neither with 
air forced through petroleum or benzine, nor even with- gat 
forced through the same liquids, could he raLe the platinum wire 
cage to more than a dull red heat, and the flame was never mote 
brilliant than an ord<nary Bunsen burner. The experimottts 
were repeated several times with slight variations, bat always 
with the same result. t ; 

I have written this letter at the request of Herr von Petersen, 
as you do hot generally publish communications ina forest 
language. ArTHUr E. SHIPLEY .. 

Starione Zoologica Napoli, July afl 
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DiieiM of Potatoes 

T&t Sderotia referred to by Mr, Worthington G, Smith (In 
NATOS.*, voL xxviil p. *99) as having destroyed the potatoes 
la Norway have been sent to me from two different places on our 
weitan coast. As 1 usually travel every summer, 1 had no 
opportunity of cultivating them myself ; so 1 sent them to Prof. 
De Bury of Strasburg, who kindly in forme me that he has 
cultivated them with success. They belong to /Vrisa sclero - 
tiorum (Lib,). The spores of our Norwegian Peziza will pro¬ 
duce Scltrotia , as be has proved by experiment, also in Daucus 
carota, and very likely in Phaseolus and some other plants. 

Christiania, August 6 A, Blytt 

Determination of u H* 

Since the publication of a method for the determination of 
tile value of the horizontal component of the earth’s magnetism 
by Mr. A. Gray in Nature, vol. xxvii, p. 32, I have worked 
out the value of ** H ” for my lalwratory here, and from six sets 
of experiments carried out during the month of March in a 
small building constructed free from iron near the laboratory, I 
find **//■’ to equal o 18365. The method proposed by Mr. 
Gray was closely adhered to throughout the experiments. 

Taunton, August 8 Frederic John Smith 

Fireball 

ABOUT 8.25 p.m. on the nth inst. my attention was suddenly 
attracted in the direction of the window of my dining-room, 
which looks south, by a brilliant ball of fire of a deep amethyst 
colour. It was travelling across the clear blue sky at the rate of 
about twenty miles an hour in an e tsi erly direction and at an angle 
of 45 0 . Before disappearing behind a cloud it seemed to throw 
a few particles of itself forwards at a greater *q>eed than that at 
which it was travelling. I trust others ‘aw it under more 
favourable circumstances, and that they will communicate their 
experience of its course to you. Charles F. Casblla 

The Lawn?, Highgate, August 14 

Palaeolithic Implement# at Stratford 

Allow me to say that a few weeks ago 1 found an abraded 
o chrcous oval Palaeolithic implement at Stratford (in situ two 
feet from surface), I have shown it to Mr. W. G. Smith, who 
#«y# It is very interesting, as implements are rare in that locality, 
and especially oval ones, and he thought it as well for me to 
communicate with you, as it may interest some of your readers. 

49, Beech Street, E.C. G. F. Lawrence 

EARTH PULSATIONS 

F OR many years philosophers have speculated as to 
whether the surface of the earth is really so stable 
as it usually appears. With the sudden and violent 
motions of our soil which we call earthquakes man has 
been familiar since the earliest times, and the origin of 
these disturbances has always formed a fruitful source 
of speculation. With the help of properly constructed 
instruments, our knowledge of the nature of these move¬ 
ments has during the last few years been greatly extended, 
and we are brought to the conclusion that these natural 
vibrations are propagated through the surface of our 
earth in a manner very different to that which we 
should have anticipated from our knowledge of elastic 
solids. Another order of earth movements which, in the 
hands of Timoteo Bertelli of Florence, M. S. di Rossi of 
Rome, and other Italian investigators, have recently 
received considerable attention, are Earth Tremors. 
Froth observations carried on during the past ten years 
it would appear that the soil of Italy is practically in a 
perpetual state of vibration! even in districts far removed 
hois volcanic, centres. Oh account of the smallness in 
the amplitude of these motions they are only to be 
observed with the aid of specially constructed instru- 
ments. Messrs. George and Horace Darwin, in connec- 
mk With their experiments on the disturbance of gravity 
caused:% War attraction, have shown that these move* 
ment* are common to the soil of Britain. Like observa¬ 


tions have been made in Japan, and it does not seem 
improbable that after further experiments have been 
carried out we shall be brought to tne conclusion that the 
surface of the whole globe is affected with similar micro- 
seismical disturbances, 

In addition to these minute movements, which escape 
the attention of the ordinary observer on account of the 
smallness of their amplitude, theoretical investigation has 
shown that there may be existing in the soil on which we 
live movements which have escaped our attention on 
account of the slowness of their period. These motions 
for want of a better term I call Earth Pulsations . Mr. 
George Darwin in his last report to the British Associa¬ 
tion has shown that movements of that nature may be 
produced by barometrical variation. A rise of the baro¬ 
meter over an area is equivalent to loading that area with 
a weight, in consequence of which it is depressed. When 
the barometer falls, the load is removed from the area, 
which in virtue of its elasticity rises to its original posi¬ 
tion. This fall and rise of the ground completes a single 
pulsation. 

On the assumption that the earth is extremely rigid, 
Mr. Darwin calculates that if the barometer rises an inch 
over an area like Australia, the load is sufficient to sink 
that continent two or three inches. 

The tides which twice a day load our shores cause the 
land to rise and fall in a similar manner. On the shores 
of the Atlantic, Mr. Darwin has calculated that this rise 
and fall of the land may be as much as five inches. By 
these risings and fallings of the land the inclination of 
the surface is so altered that the stile of a plummet sus¬ 
pended from a rigid support ought not always to hang 
over the same spot. There would be a deflection of the 
vertical. 

In short, calculation respecting the effects of loads of 
various descriptions which we know are by natural opera¬ 
tions continually being placed upon and removed from 
the surface of various areas of the earth’s surface, indicate 
that slow pulsatory movements of the earth’s surface must 
be taking place, causing variations in inclination of one 
portion of the earth’s crust relatively to another. That 
pulsatory motions of this description have repeatedly been 
observed it may be shown that there is but little doubt. 
The magnitude of these disturbances however is so great 
that we can hardly attribute their origin solely to the 
causes which have just been indicated. Rather than 
seeking an explanation from agencies exogenous to our 
earth we might perhaps with advantage appeal to the 
endogenous phenomena of our planet. When the baro¬ 
meter falls, which we have shown corresponds to an 
upward motion of the earth’s crust, we know from the 
results of experiment that microscismic motions are par¬ 
ticularly noticeable. 

As a pictorial illustration of what this really means, w e 
may imagine ourselves to be residing on the loosely fitting 
lid of a large cauldron, the relief of the external pressure 
over which increases the activity of its internal ebullition ; 
the jars attendant on this ebullition are gradually propa¬ 
gated from their endogenous source to the exterior of our 
planet This travelling outwards would take place much 
in the same way that the vibrations consequent to the 
rattle and jar of a large factory slowly spread themselves 
farther and farther from the point where they were 
produced. 

Admitting an action of this description to take place, it 
would then follow that this extra liberation of gaseous 
material beneath the earth’s crust would result in an in¬ 
creased upward pressure from within, and a tendency on 
the part of the earth’s crust to elevation. If we accept 
this as an explanation of the increased activity of a tremor 
indicator, then such an instrument may be regarded as a 
barometer, measuring by its motions the variations in the 
internal pressure of our planet 

The relief of external pressure and the increase of the 
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internal pressure it will be observed both tend in the same 
direction, namely, to an elevation of the earths crust 

This explanation of the increased activity of earth 
tremors which is I believe due to M. di Rossi, is here 
only advanced as a speculation—more probable perhaps 
than many others. We know how a mass of sulphur 
which has been fused m the presence of water, in a closed 
boiler, gives up in the form of steam the occluded moisture 
upon the relief of pressure. In a similar manner we see 
steam escaping from volcanic vents and cooling streams 
of lava, We also know how gas escapes from the pores 
and cavities in a seam of co£d on the fall of the baro¬ 
metrical column. We also know that certain wells 
increase the height of their column under like conditions. 
The latter of these phenomena may be added to that 
which we have already mentioned, as a result consequent 
on diminution of atmospheric pressure, which, by its ten¬ 
dency to render an area of less weight, facilitates its rise. 

The next question is as to whether we have any direct 
evidence of such heaving9 and sinkings in our earth’s 
crust. 

Although some of the proofs which are brought forward 
to show that slow pulsations like these are phenomena 
which have been repeatedly observed are unsatisfactory, 
taking them one with another they indicate that these 
pulsatory phenomena have a real existence. 

Pendulums for instance which have been suspended for 
the purposes of seismdmetrical observations, have, both 
by observers in Italy and Japan, been seen to have moved 
a short distance out from and then back to their normal 
position. 

This motion has simply taken place on one side of their 
central position, and is not due to a swing. The character 
of these records is such that we might imagine the soil 
on which the support of the pendulum had re^ed to have 
been slowly tilted and slowly lowered. They are the 
most marked on those pendulums provided with an index 
writing a record of its motions on a smok :d glass plate, 
which index is so arranged that it gives a multiplied 
representation of the relative motion between it and the 
earth. As motions of this sort might be possibly due to 
the action of moisture in the soil tilting the support of 
the pendulum, and to a variety of other accidental causes, 
we cannot insist on them as being certain indications that 
there are slow tips in the soil, but for the present allow 
them to remain as possible proofs of such phenomena. 

* Evidences of displacements of the vertical which are 
more definite than the above are tho e made by Bertelli, 
Rossi, Count Malvasi, and other Italian observers, who, 
whilst recording earth tremors, have spent so much time 
in watching the vibrations of stiles of delicate pendulums 
by means of microscopes. As a result of these observa¬ 
tions we are told that the point about which the stile of a 
pendulum oscillates is variable. These displacements 
take place in various azimuths, and they appear to be 
connected with changes of the barometer. 

• From this and from the fact that it is found that a 
number of different pendulums differently situated on the 
same area give similar evidence of these movements, it 
would hardly seem that this phenomena could be attri¬ 
buted to changes in temperature, moisture, and the like. 
M. S. di Rossi lays stress on this point, especially in con¬ 
nection with his microseismograph, where there are a 
number of pendulums of unequal length which give indi¬ 
cations of a like character. The directions in which these 
tips of the soil take place, which phenomena are notice¬ 
able in seismic as well as microseisraic motions, Rossi 
states are related to the direction bf certain lines of 
faulting. 

Bubbles of delicate levels when examined by a micro* 
scope change their position with meteorological variations, 
but Rossi also tells us that they change their position, 
sometimes not to return for a long time during a micro- 
seismic storm. Here again we have another phenomena 


pointing to the fact that microseismSc disturbance are 
the companions of slow alterations in level 1 , 

The more definite kinds of Information which w» have 
to bring forward, tending to prove the existence of earth 
pulsations too slow in period to be felt, are those which 
appear to be resultant phenomena of great earthquakes. 

The phenomena that we are certain of in connection 
with earth vibrations, whether these vibrations are produced 
artificially by explosions of dynamite in bore bole*, or 
whether they are produced naturally by earthquakes, are, 
firstly, that a disturbance as it dies out at a given point 
often shows in the diagrams obtained by seismographs a 
decrease in period ; and secondly, a similar decrease in 
the period of the disturbance takes place as the disturbance 
spreads. 

As examples of these actions I will refer to the diagrams 
which 1 have given in a paper on the Systematic Obser* 
vation of Earthquakes ** in vol. iv. of the Transactions of 
the Seismoiogical Society of fapan> 

In a diagram of the disturbance of Mprch I, 1883, it 
seems that the vibrations at the commencement of the 
disturbance had a period of about 3 per second, near the 
middle of the disturbance the period is about ri, whilst 
near the end the period has decreased to *46. That is to 
say, the back and forth motion of the ground at the 
commencement of the earthquake was six times as great 
as it was near the end, when to make one complete oscilla¬ 
tion it took between two and three seconds. Probably the 
period became still less, but was not recorded owing to 
the insensibility of the instruments to such slow motions. 

We have not yet the means of comparing together 
diagrams of two or more earthquakes, 00c having been 
taken near to the origin and the other at a distance. The 
only comparisons which I have been enabled to make 
have been those of diagrams taken of the same earth¬ 
quake-one in Tokio and the other in Yokohama. As 
this base is only sixteen miles, and the earthquake may 
have originated at a distance of several hundreds of miles, 
comparisons like these can be of but little value. 

The best diagrams to illustrate the point I wish to bring 
forward are those at the end of the paper just referred to. 
These are the results obtained at three stations in a 
straight line, but at different distances from the origin, of 
a disturbance produced by exploding a charge of dynamite 
in a bore hole. A simple inspection of the diagrams 
shows that at the near station the disturbance consisted 
of back and forth motions which, compared with the same 
disturbance as recorded at a more distant station, were 
very rapid. Further, by examining the diagram of the 
motions, say at the near station, it Is clearly evident that 
the period of the back and forth motion rapidly decreased 
as the motion died out. 

Then illustrations are given, as examples out of a large 
series of other records, all showing like results. 

Although we must draw a distinction between earth 
waves and water waves, we yet see that in ttres* points 
they present a striking likeness. Let us take, for example, 
any of the large earthquake waves which have originated 
off the coast of South America, and then radiated out¬ 
wards, until they spread across the Pacific,to be recorded 
in Japan and other countries perhaps twenty-five hours 
afterwards, at a distance of nearly 9000 miles from thUir 
origin. Near this origin they appeared as walls of water, 
which were seen rapidly advancing towards the coast, 
Those have been front so to 300 feet in height, and they 
succeeded each other at rapid intervals, until finally they 
died out as gentle waves. By the time thebe walls of 
water traversed the Pacific to, let us say, Japan, they 

* Since ray return to japan in January, tSSj, f may mwttwh ,1 
Commenced Mrtri *< obsm-variott* on earth mwnot# an^ e*ttk 
nnd on •ever*! neeastern have observed very Bracked M 
barometrical d-preibioo* and these movement*. 

•pheric change* accompanied wfth raferemitmk e*omawT_ T _-, „—_ 

tram in the ratte of a pendulum, and changm to Uwf&iiMfc dftb* hw&c nf 
delicate level*, which at rack timet cm traeemi *feh *he.*nkcie|ttW 
back and forth through ! small tat**. 



NATURE 


369 


A*$HSii6, 1883] 


bismdeaed out to a swell so flat that it could not be 
detected on the smoothest water excepting along shore 
ttnea» where the water rose and fell like the tide. Instead 
of a wall of water 60 feet in height we have long flat un¬ 
dulations perhaps 8 feet in height, but with a distance 
from crest to crest of more than 120 miles. 

If we turn to the effects of large earthquakes as exhi¬ 
bited on the land, I think that we shall .find records of 
phenomena which are only to be explained on the assump¬ 
tion of an action having taken place analogous to that 
which takes place so often in the ocean, or an action 
similar to that exhibited by small earthquakes and arti¬ 
ficially produced disturbances if greatly exaggerated. 

As a remarkable instance of such phenomena we may 
take the great earthquake of Lisbon on November 1, 1755. 
In Spain, Northern Italy, the South of France and 
Germany, Northern Africa, Madeira and other Atlantic 
Islands, the effects of the disturbance which created so 
much devastation in Portugal were also more or less 
severely felt as violent movements of the soil. 

In other countries further distant, as, for instance, Great 
Britain, Holland, Norway and Sweden, and North Ame¬ 
rica, although the records are numerous, the only pheno¬ 
mena which were particularly observed were the slow 
oscillations of the waters in lakes, ponds, canals, &c. In 
some instances the observers especially remarked that 
there was no motion in the soil. 

Pebbly Dam in Derbyshire, which is a large body of 
water covering some 30 acres, commenced to oscillate as 
a strong current from the south. 

A canal near Godaiming flowed 8 feet over the walk on 
the north side. 

Coniston Water in Cumberland, which is about five 
miles long, oscillated for about five minutes, rising a yard 
up its shores. Near Durham a pond 40 yards long and 
IO yards broad rose and fell about 1 foot for six or seven 
minutes. There were four or five ebbs and flows per 
minute. 


Loch Lomond rose and fell through about 2^ feet every 
five minutes, and all other lochs in Scotland seem to have 
been similarly agitated. 

At Shirbrun Castle in Oxfordshire, where the water in 
spme moats and ponds was very carefully observed, it 
WAS noticed that the floods began gently, the velocity 
then increased, till at last with great impetuosity they 
leached their full height. Here the water remained for a 
little while, until the ebb commenced, at first gently but 

a with great rapidity. At two extremities of a moat 
loo yards long it was found that the sinkings and 
livings were almost simultaneous. The motions in a 
pond a short distance from the moat were also observed, 
And it was found that the risings and sinkings of the two 
did not agree. 

During these motions there were several maxima. 
These few examples of the motions of waters without 
Any record of the motions of the ground at the time of 
$he Lisbon earthquake must be taken as examples of a 
very large number of similar observations of which we 
have detailed accounts. 


Like agitations it must also be remembered were per¬ 
ceived in North America and in 4Scandinavia, and if the 
lakes of other distant countries had been provided with 
sufficiently delicate apparatus, ft is not unlikely that like 
^disturbances would have been recorded* 

The only explanation for these phenomena appears to 
be that the short quick vibrations which had ruined so 
many cities in Portugal had by the tune that they had 
xadkted to distant countries, gradually become changed 
kifco long flat waves having a period of perhaps several 
minutes, and in countries like England these pulse-like 


At Amsterdam and other towns chandeliers in churches* 
were observed to swing. At Haarlem floods rose over the 
sides of tubs, and it is expressly mentioned that no motion 1 * 
was perceived in the ground. 

At the Hague a tallow chandler was surprised at the 
clashing noise made by his candles, and this the more so- 
because no motion was felt under foot. 

At Toplitz the pulsation of the ground appears to have' 
manifested itself in effects upon the springs. The flow of 
the principal spring was greatly increased. Before this* 
increase it became turbid, and at one time $to[ pcd. Sub¬ 
sequently it became clear, and flowed as usual, but the 
water was hotter and more strongly mineralised. 

At one or two places, as, for instance, in Britain, slight 
earthquakes were experienced. These, however, were 
local, and in every probability were secondary disturb¬ 
ances produced by the pulsations causing ground in a 
critical state to give way. 

In this earthquake I think, then, that we have a clear 
case of the production of pulsations in the soil that were 
too slow to i>e felt by ordinary observers. 

Motions like these might be called slow earthquakes, 
and it does not seem unlikely that they are the resultants 
of all large disturbances. When they accompany a large 
earthquake like that of Lisbon, their cause is evident. 
But when we see the waters or lakes and ponds oscil¬ 
lating, the bulbs of levels disturbed, and the plummet line 
of pendulums displaced, the reason of these phenomena are 
not so apparent. It would seem possible that in some 
cases pulsations producing these phenomena might have 
their origin beneath the oceans, or deep down beneath 
the earth’s crust. Perhaps, instead of commencing with 
the snap and jar of an earthquake, they may commence 
as a heaving or sinking of a considerable area, which may 
be regarded as an uncompleted effort in the establishment 
of an earthquake or a volcano. The very feet that we 
know that volcanoes rising from deep oceans have in the 
first instance forced their way against a pressure of kt least 
three or four tons to the square inch, indicates to us the 
existence of internal pressures tending to lafce the crust 
of the earth, which pressures are infinitely greater than 
any of the pressures which we have upon the surface of 
our earth produced by tides and variations in the baro¬ 
metrical column. If we follow the views of Mr. Mallet in 
considering that the pressures exerted on the crust of our 
earth may in volcanic regions be roughly estimated by 
the height of a column of lava in the volcanoes of such 
districts, we see that in the neighbourhood of a volcano 
like Cotopaxi the upward pressures must have been many 
times greater than the pressures already mentioned—?ea 
level being taken as the line of hydrostatic equilibrium. 
The chief point, however, is that beneath the crust of 
our earth enormous pressures exi t tending to cause 
eruption; and farther, that these are variable. Before a 
volcano bursts forth we should expect that there would be 
in its vicinity an upward bulging of the crust, and after 
its formation a fall. Farther, it is not difficult to con¬ 
jecture other possible means by which such pressures 
may obtain relief. 

Should these pressures then find relief without ruptur¬ 
ing the surface, it is not difficult to imagine them as the 
originators of vast pulsations which may be recorded on 
the surface of the earth as wave like motions of slow 
period similar to the motions in the outer area of a tract 
disturbed by a destructive earthquake. 

That slow, undulatory motions or changes in the ver¬ 
tical do occur in the crust of the earth, whatever may be 
their origin, we have numerous phenomena which cer¬ 
tainly admit of explanation on such an assumption. 

In Switzerland from time to time we hear of oscilla¬ 
tions in the waters of lakes known under the name of 
Rhmssm and Seiches. These, it may be remarked} are 
common to the lakes and inland seas of many countries. 

Other examples of what may have been a alow oecil- 
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luting motion of the earth's crust are referred to by Mr, 
George Darwin in his Report to the British Association 
tot 1882. One of them was made by M. Magnus Nyrdn 
at Pulkova, who, when engaged in levelling the axis of a 
telescope, observed spontaneous oscillations in the bulb 
of the level. 

This was on May 10 (April 28), 1877. The complete 
period was about twenty seconds, the amplitude being 
I '"5 and 2". One hour and fourteen minutes before this 
he observes that there had been a severe earthquake at 
Iquique, the distance to which in a straight line was 
10,600 kilometres, and on an arc of a great circle 12,500 
kilometres. 

On September 20 (8) in 1867 Mr. Wagner had observed 
at Pulkova oscillations of 3", seven minutes before which 
there had been an earthquake at Malta. 

On April 4 (March 23), 1868, an agitation of the level 
had been observed by M. Gromadzki, five minutes before 
which there had been an earthquake in Turkestan. 

Similar observations had been made twice before. 
These, however, had not been connected with any earth¬ 
quakes, at least-^Mr. Darwin remarks—with certainty. 

Like phenomena are mentioned by M. S. di Rossi, in 
his “ Meteorologies Endogena.*' 

Thus on March 20, 188z, at 9 p.m , a watchmaker in 
Buenos Ayres observed that all his clocks oscillating 
north and south suddenly began to increase their ampli¬ 
tude, until some of them became twice as great as before. 
Similar observations were made in all the other shops. 
No motion of the e:.'rth was detected. Subsequently it 
was learnt that this corresponded with an earthquake in 
Santiago and Mend ora. 

Another remarkable example illustrating the like phe¬ 
nomena are the observations which were made on 
December 2;, i860, by means of a barometer in San 
Francisco, which oscillated, with periods of rest, for half 
an hour. No shock was felt, nor is it likely that it was 
a local accident, as it could not be produced artificially. 
On the following day, however, a violent earthquake was 
experienced at Santiago. 

This brings me to the end of the few important 
illustrations of the phenomena of earth pulsations which 
I have at my disposal. With a little trouble I have 
no doubt that these might be greatly multiplied. As 
they stand, however, 1 think that they are quite suffi¬ 
cient to convince us of the existence of phenomena 
which hitherto hare been almost entirely overlooked. 
That disturbances of the vertical are from time to 
time produced by long pulse-like waves can, with 
these examples before us, hardly be doubted. It must, 
however, be noted that they are of a different order to 
those phenomena which were so carefully sought for by 
the Darrins at Cambridge. John Milne 

Tokio, Japan 


ON THE SUPPOSED HUMAN FOOTPRINTS 
RECENTLY FOUND IN NEVADA 1 

D URING the past summer various accounts have been 
published of the discovery of human footprints in 
sandstone rear Carson, Nevada. The locality is in the 
yard of the State prison, and the tracks were uncovered 
in quarrying ttone for building purposes. Many different 
kinds of tracks were found, some of which were made by 
an animal allied to the elephant; some resembled those 
of the horse and the deer; others were apparently made 
by a wolf. There were also tracks made by large birds. 

The footprints occur in series, and are all nearly m the 
same horizon. Some of the smaller tracks are sharp and 
distinct, but most of the impressions are indefinite in out¬ 
line, owing apparently to the fact that the exact surface 
on which they were made is not usually exposed. 

1 Abstract of 1 paper read before the National Academy of Science?, M 
New York, November r?, xSSs. 


The supposed human footprints are in six series, mapts 
with alternate right and left traces. The stride is fom 
two and a half to over three feet in extent The individual 
footprints are from eighteen to twenty inches in length, 
and about eight inches wide. The distance between the 
line of right-band and left-hand tracks, or the straddle, ife 
eighteen to nineteen inches. 

The form and general appearance of the supposed 
human tracks is shown in Fig. 2, which is a reduced cony 
of one of the impressions represented by Dr. W. H. 
Harkness, in his paper before the California Academy of 
Sciences, August 7, 1882. The shaded portion was 
restored by him from other footprints of the series, -A 



Fia. r.- Left hind foot of Myfodon robust us (after Owen). Ofee-fixth 
natural size. 


copy of this impression was given also by Prof. Joseph Le 
Conte, in his paper before the same Society, August 27, 
1883, 

The size of these footprints, and especially the width 
between the right and left series,are strong evidence that 
they were not made by men, as has been so generally 
supposed, 

A more probable explanation is that the impressions 
are the tracks of a large sloth, either Mylodon or Aforo* 
therium % remains of which have been found in essentially 
the same horizon. In support of this view it may be said 
that the footprints are almost exactly what these animals 
would make if the hind feet covered the impressions of 



Fio. a.—Left footprint at Carson (after Harkneu). One-sixth natural sLm» 


those In front. In size, in stride, and in width between 
the right and left series of impressions, the footprints 
agree closely with what we should expect Mylodon or 
Morolhtrinm to make. In Fig. 1 the bones of the left bind 
foot of a species of Myiodon are represented, the figure 
being reduced to the same scalene the accompanyingcut, 
Fig. 2, of one of the supposed human footprints, 

Tbp geological horizon of these interesting footprints 
is near the junction of the Pliocene and Quaternary, The 
evidence, at present, appears to point to the Equus beds 
of the upper Pliocene as the nearest equivalent. 

Since the above comtnunicattanwas read, the writer taw 
had an opportunity of examining photographs and cum 
of the Carson footprints, and i* confirmed m his opinion 
that the supposed human tracks were made by large ■ 
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jkfontates, The important fact his recently been deter- 
mined that scum of these tracks show impressions of the 
fape f«ec The latter are somewhat outside of the large 
footprints, as would naturally be the case if the animal 
changed its course* O. C. Marsh 


WINTER LIFE AT FORT RAE 

I T was not until the beginning of December that our 
winter really set in, but when it did so there was no mis¬ 
take about it, as the i st of the month began with the thermo¬ 
meter at -34°, and except for some mild weather at 
Christmas, the cold continued through that month. 
January was colder still* the thermometer once or twice 
approaching — 50°, but in the early part of February a 
violent storm was accompanied by a remarkable rise of 
temperature (to +20’),and followed by some mild weather, 
since which the thermometer has again fallen, reaching 
—39 0 a couple of days ago. 

This, however, lam informed by the inhabitants, is the 
mildest winter that has been known for many ye*rs, and 
l have no doubt «that a temperature of -60* is not 
on common in severe winders. 

It is strange how much less one feels this extreme cold 
than might be imagined For the first day or two it was 
unpleasant, but after that the syste n seemed to accom¬ 
modate itself to it, so that a day when the temperature 
was anywhere above - 15 0 felt quite warm and pleasant. 
To-day, for instance, 1 am writing with my window open, 
although the thermometer is several degrees below zero, 
end there is a light breeze. There have been days, it is 
true, when—with the thermometer near -30°, and a 
strong breeze blowing, filling the air with snowdrift like a 
dense fog—outdoor exercise was most unpleasant, pro¬ 
bably resulting in a frozen face, but such days were not 
very numerous, a strong wind, even from the cold quarter 
Qihle north-west), sending the temperature up in a way 
that I cannot quite account for. 

Now the climate reminds me of Davos Platz, the sun 
having considerable power ; there is, however, more wind. 
Yesterday the black bulb in vacuo read 82°. The only 
drawback is the intense glare from the snow, which 
makes coloured spectacles a necessity. 

During the first part of the winter we were a little 
aaxious about food, not that we were in any danger of 
starvation, as the Indians had brought in quantities of 
dried meat in the autumn, but dried meat is a most 
unpalatable article of diet, and requires strong teeth and 
a Strong digestion ; and then the fishery was not as pro¬ 
ductive as usual, and the daily produce of the nets (which 
are set under the ice) was gradually diminishing. At 
1&S&, however, the deer made their appearance some forty 
rams from this, and since then our supplies of fresh meat 
have come in regularly. Rabbits, too, have lately become 
most numerous. These animals are the great resource of 
the Indians in times of scarcity, but they are not always 
plentiful They are said to attain their maximum once in 
ten years, when they seem to suffer from a disease which 
shows itself in lumps on their heads; the following year 
there U hardly a rabbit to be seen, and then they gra¬ 
dually increase for another ten years. 

Th# winter has passed very uneventfully. On November 
tjstod two or three following days there were magnetic 
disturbances of great violence, due, no doubt, to the large 
sunspot The displays of aurora at that time, however, 
were not of any remarkable brilliancy ; we have had far 
brighter since, with far less magnetic disturbance. 
But as-a rule the auroras have not been remarkable, 
though a niyht seldom, or never passes without move or 
less^the brilliant coloured ones one reads about are 
conspicuous by their absence. For the most part they 
ana ait of the same yellowish colour, showing the single 
characteristic bright line in the spectroscope, but a bright 
auraa usually shows more or less prismatic colouring 


along the lower edge, with a spectrum sometimes of on# 
oriwo additional bright lines, as a rule towards the violet 
end of the spectrum, though on one occasion 1 observed 
a bright band in the red. 

Aurora is very rarely seen until night has quite set in, 
but on three occasions we have seen it shortly after sun¬ 
set, and on these occasions it was of a reddish or copper 
colour, as though partly coloured by the sun's light ; it 
must, I think, have been associated with thin cloud. It* 
motion and shape showed it to be aurora. 

The terrestrial radiation thermometer placed on the 
snow generally showed a depression of from lo° to 20° on 
every calm, clear day throughout the winter, even by day 
when sheltered from the sun. The lowest reading ■» were, 
as might be expected, with the dry north-west wind. 
Sometimes the first warning of an Impending change of 
wind to the south-east was given by a rise of this thermo¬ 
meter before the barometer was affected. 

A thermometer suspended on the outer wall of the 
observatory at times read 9 0 or io° lower than one in the 
screen, owing to radiation, and I think that the common 
practice of exposing unsheltered thermometers may ex¬ 
plain some of the low temperatures sometime* reported 
from this country. 

Our daily routine of observations goes on very regu¬ 
larly. Lately wolves have taken to prowling about the 
neighbourhood, and tha observer on duty goes to visit 
the thermometers armed with a huge club; of course a 
gun or axe cannot be allowed near the observatory on 
account of the magnetic instruments. 

A remarkable epidemic of influenza made its appear¬ 
ance here in January. We first heard of it among the 
Indians far to the north-west of this. When it arrived 
here it attacked every soul in the place—Indians and 
whites —fortunately in a very mild form, and we hear that 
Fort Simpson, on the Mackenzie, suffered in the same 
way. Such an occurrence is most unusual in this 
country. With this exception we have all enjoyei good 
health. 

We expect the ice to break up about the middle of 
June, and then will come the reign of the mosquitoes, 
which make the summer the most disagreeable season of 
the year in this country, Fortunately they do not last 
long in this latitude, and by the end of August, when we 
set out on our homeward journey, they will be over. 

Fort Rae, March 25 Henry P. Dawson 


THE NORWEGIAN NORTH-SEA 
EXPEDITION 1 
II. 

D R. MOHN continues his description of Jan Mayen 
Island as follows :— 

u Thc northern part of Jan Mayen is larger and more 
elevated than the southern. From its centra) tract towers 
the monarch of the island, Mount Beerenberg, an ex¬ 
tinct volcano, rising in regal majesty to the height of 
6400 feet. The crater measures 4360 feet in diameter 
The upper cone, which shelves at an angle of 42° and 
attains an altitude of about 2000 feet, would, to judge from 
the black spots so conspicuous on its western declivity, 
appear to be composed of ashes, The base supporting 
the cone slopes out in every direction at an angle of from 
8 to 10 degrees, and this incline is retained towards the 
north and east to a depth of at least 1000 fathoms beneath 
the sea-level. The edge of the crater has a jagged appear¬ 
ance, and the loftiest peak lies on the west side of the 
mountain Towards the north the wall of the crater has 
partially given way down to a height of from 600 to 700 
feet. The depression thus formed extends northwards 
towards the north) coast of the island, bounded on either 
side by diverging mountain ridge*, that here and there 
project ledgerlike one above the other. This is Eeeren- 

* Ccadudttd fatt p. l$cw 
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be compared to that of the northern. The southern tend 
constitutes a wide plateau, which, in a south-easterly did 
southerly direction, exhibits numerous precipices alongthe 
coast, but, towards the north-west, has extending beforeit 
a low-lying foreland, less than 300 feet above the sea. 
The height of the plateau I estimated at 1000 feet. Rising 
above this tableland are seen several summits; the 
loftiest, which has apparently a conical form, and may 
therefore be of eruptive origin, can hardly attain an 
altitude of 1600 feet above the sea-level* 

“ The low middle tract of the island, which is built up 
of compact masses of lava, and bears numerous eruptive 
craters, has at its lowest point an elevation of only 200 
feet, or perhaps even less, whereas the crater summits 
reach a height of 400 to 600 feet. The altitude of 
Fugleberg we found by observation to be 490feet; that 
of Egg Island was estimated at 400 to 500 feet. 


here’s val tUl hove, which constitutes the snow-field for 
the largest of its glaciers, that jut out from the north side 
of the mountain. On the east side, too, are seen pro¬ 
minent ribs, all of which intersect the nevl$ of the east 
side; towards the south add west, however, the surface 
of the outer cone would appear to be remarkably smooth, 
at the edge of the crater only being furrowed with shallow 
depressions between the fags. The base of Mount 
Beerenberg shelves towards the west, south-west, and 
north-east, with a comparatively gentle incline, either to 
the water’s edge or the low-lying shore; towards the 
north and east, however, the descent at the coast is very 
abrupt, exhibiting precipices too o feet high. In several 
places the base of the mountain is intersected by deep 
ravines, through which the glaciers find a passage to the 
sea. 

“The height of the southern part of the island cannot 



Fig. 

“ As shown by Carl Vogt, the base of Mount Beerenberg 
is composed partly of layers of lava, and partly of layers of 
tuff, that would appear to have flowed or been discharged 
from the great central crater previous to the formation of 
the upper cone of ashes. The middle tract of the island 
exhibits a similar structure, and, to judge from its appear¬ 
ance, also the southern part* Above this stupendous mass 
of lava rise a number of small parasitic craters, the greater 
part of which have retained a conical form* Such, for 
instance, are Sara* s crater, the crater hast of the southern 
glacier, the Esk and Vogt craters, Daniels sen’s and Blytt’s 
craters, and the craters in the vicinity of Guinea Bay. 
Fugleberg on the west coast, and Egg Island on the east, 
are no longer conical, the outer edge of the crater having 
given way and fallen into the sea. Some of the parasitic 
craters are built up of lava, and would appear to have 
«nt forth considerable currents, as the Vogt and Esk 
craters; the summit of others consists of loose erupted 


. 4. 

masses, cinders, and ashes (rapilli), as the craters in the 
vicinity of Mary Muss Bay ana Guinea Bay; others are 
composed of layers of tuff, tuff-conglomerate, and com¬ 
pact masses of lava, as the Fugleberg, and others again 
of ashes alone, as Egg Island and the Bema crater. 

“The chief volcanic fissnrein Which Jan Mayien Island 
is built must obviously extend in the longitudinal direc¬ 
tion of the land, parallel to the volcanic line of Mount 
Hecla. Meanwhile, the grouping of the parasitic craters 
would seem to intimate the existence of transverse fissures 
running from W.N.W. to E.S.E*; for in that direction 
there are, apparently, several rows of parasitic craters, 
as the Esk, Vogt, Bema, the Fugleberg, and Egg Island, 
Hoybeig, and the craterin the vicinity of the 1 piloM&oat'<F). 
Must we regard It as mere accident that eadi of tee 
terminal craters towards the south'east in the two 6 x& 
rows should have discharged ashes alone? 

“Jan Mayen has no valleys of considerable extent i the 































NATURE 


373 


» ravines in the northern part of the island are filled 
glaciers, and the southern land would appear to be 
but Mttle intersected by vales or ravines. Of brooks or 
rivulets very few have been observed. A characteristic 
feature. distinguishing the coast of Jan Mayen, are the 
ffintawic-shaped rocks that in many places rise abruptly 
from the sea, of which we have mentioned several. They 
are no doubt in greater part fragments of lava detached 
from currents that had flowed into the sea. 

"The coasts of Jan Mayen are, as previously stated, 
in many places lofty and precipitous. In some localities, 
however, there is a low expanse of foreshore consisting of 
lava, partially covered with sand. This foreshore, which 
is separately marked on the map, lies so low in places as 
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to be covered with driftwood. Some localities, too, 
exhibit a low sandy beach, bestrewn with large quantities 
of driftwood, the jaws and vertebrae of whales, bits of 
wreck, and seaweed. 

"Nowhere on the shores of Jan Mayen has a harbour 
been found that could afford a ship or a boat shelter in 
hU kinds of weather. 1 Hence, to land is possible only 
with the sea comparatively smooth, which it rarely is, 
save when drift-ice encompasses the island. Specially 
noteworthy are the two lagoons, cut off from the sea by 
barriers of black sand, only a few feet high and a couple 
of hundred paces broad. They both contain fresh water, 
the surface of which lies but very little above that of the 
sea. The lagoon on the west side of the island is deep 
enough to afford a good harbour were the barrier cut 
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through to a sufficient depth. The lagoon on the east 
side is comparatively shallow. 

a Jan Mayen lies wholly within the Greenland Arctic 
current. At a depth of from 10 to 20 fathoms the tem¬ 
perature of the sea is all the year round below zero. In 
the winter there is frequently open water off the coasts of 
lan Mayen, sealers often passing to the west of the 
island. The summer is naturally cold, from the presence 
of ice-cold water so near the surface of the sea. The 
northern part of Jan Mayen rises, at a height of about 
2300 feet, into the region of perpetual frost. The upper 
cotie of Mount Beerenberg is snow-capped, save cm the 
steepest parts of its declivity, where the black mountain- 
wis seen protruding. The base of Beerenberg is girt 

* fond Bay would apptar, jccordJn* to tht account la the 

«sS> !5 a%!ln ******* for bMt»> protected u k it bf on 


with a belt of snow, from which prodigious glaciers take 
their origin nine of the largest reaching down to the 
water's edge. The southern part of the island would not 
appear to be glaciated. Large patches of snow are 
everywhere observed throughout the summer in the 
vicinity of the sea. 

“Jan Mayen has but a meagre flora. Bright herbage, 
however, is not wanting ; the green carpet of moss, in 
places of considerable extent, forms a striking and 
pleasant contrast to the black, brown, and red of the 
surrounding rocks. The plants collected by Dr. Danielssen 



Fig. 7. 


on the isthmus south of Mary Muss Bay, are, according 
to Prof. A. Blytt, as follows 

“ Sari frag a caspitosa , L. 

„ nivalis , L. 

„ oppositifolia , L. 

„ rivularis , L. 

Ranunculus glacialis, L. 

Halianthus peploides, Fr. 

Cerastium alpinum , L. ? 

Dr aba corymbosa , R, Br. 

Cochlearia officinalis , L. 

Oxyria digyna y Campd. 

Calabrosa algida, Fr. 
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“ Of mammiferous animals, the Polar Fox, Camsiaevpus, 
is by no means rare on Jan Mayen. Of birds, Mr.TViele 
has noted the following species 

“ Somaieria mollissima y Leach.—Rare. 

Lotus glaucus t Brfim—Common. 

Fulmarus glacialis. Lin,—Exceedingly abundant 
GrylU MandH , Licht—Abundant. 

Urio aam, SchlegeL—Abundant. 

Mergulus alls, Lin,— Abundant 
Tringa memtimat 

" If the land fauna of the island is meagre, that of the 
sea is proportionately , rich, a fact which the numerous 
zoological memoirs published in this General Report will 
sufficiently attest. 9 
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Fig, 4 again shows the island in its winter garb, and is 
from a drawing made by Lieut. Ring, R.N., when com¬ 
manding the sealer Capella. 

u We nave Sars’s crater, on the slope shelving towards 
Cape North-East; we see, t&o, the great glaciers on the 
north side, also Cape North-West and Muyen’s Cross 
Cape, in a line with tbe point of view; and the low tract 
of the island, with the heights of the southern part, are 
boldly defined in the picture. The crater of Beerenberg, 
with its sunken edge on the north side, is also seen, and 
lower down a huge, cauldron-shaped depression, from 
which the great northern glaciers take their origin.” 

Some very interesting mineralogical specimens were 
brought from Jan Mayen, on which Mr. H. Reusch, of 
the Norwegian Geological Survey, reports. We reproduce 
illustrations of four specimens of olivine in basalt. 

In Fig. s the surrounding rock exhibits a remarkably 
fine granulation in immediate proximity to the crystals, 
which it pierces in sac-like ramifications. In Fig. 6 dis¬ 
coloured glass is seen piercing the crystal from the sur¬ 
rounding rock, which has a fine granulation. In Fig. 7 
the surrounding base is finely granulated. At the top of 
the figure is seen basalt of the dominant degree of granu¬ 
lation. Discoloured glass pierces the crystal fron the 
rock surrounding it. In Fig. 8 the iron ore o:curring as 
rod-ahaped corpuscles has a definite position towards the 
crystal of olivine.—Magnified 360 diameters. 

Dr. Mohn concludes his instructive account of the 
geography of this fruitful expedition by some brief obser¬ 
vations on Bear Island and Spitzbergcn, at various points 
of which the Voringen touched. 

SCIENCE A T CAMBRIDGE 

Vy'E understand that Dr. M. Foster, who, upon his 
appointment as Professor of Physiology at Cam¬ 
bridge, ceased to be Prelector at Trinity College, ad¬ 
dressed to the Master of Trinity the following letter, 
which perhaps may interest those of our readers who ave 
net acquainted with the peculiar organisation of our old 
Universities. 

Shelford } Cambridge ^ July 28, 1883 

Mv Dear Master,— The University having done me 
the honour to appoint me to the newly established Chair 
of Physiology, my connection with the College as Prae- 
lector comes to an end, though I rejoice that 1 am still 
counted among the Fellows of the Society. I cannot let 
this opportunity pass without making some attempt to 
thank you, and through you the College, for all you have 
done for me during the thirteen years of my Protector¬ 
ship. You called me, a comparatively unknown young 
man, to the College in 1870; you not only at once gave 
me leave to follow out my own views as to what I ought 
to do, but from that time onward have constantly sup¬ 
ported me, not simply with cordial approbation, but also 
with most material assistance. 

I have reason to believe that many persons not con¬ 
versant with the organisation and working of the Uni¬ 
versity, are under the impression that the necessary 
expenses which my work has entailed hive been pro¬ 
vided out of University funds. But t am sure that the 
authorities of the University would be the last to wish 
that anything done by the College should be considered 
as done by the University. And as a matter of fact, when 
I say that I was allowed the use for four years of one 
room, and for ten years of two rooms, in the University 
buildings, and that during the last thgee years I have 
enjoyed the advantages of the admirable laboratory which 
has been built for me, with use of gas and water, I have 
mentioned all that I have received from the University, 
with the exception of grant of microscopes to the Ute 
Prof. Balfour and myself in common. Not only my own 
remuneration has come from the College, but all the 
really large expenditure involved in my teaching physi¬ 


ology, save what has been met by tbe fees of the students, 
has been provided for in one way or another by the 
College. 

At the outset the College gave me a large grant of 
money for apparatus, and some years afterwards a second 
smaller grant During the whole thirteen years I have 
received from the College An annual sum for the payment 
of my laboratory servants j and for several years past two 
demonstrators (one at a comparatively high salary), as 
well as during the past year three assistant demonstrators, 
have been paid partly from the tuition fund of the Col¬ 
lege, partly by funds which, though furnished by private 
liberality, cannot be wholly dissociated from the College. 

1 think I may fairly say that I have never asked anything 
of you in vain. 1 might add that what you have done 
for me did not prevent you from also assisting our 
lamented BalfoUf, working in a closely allied branch of 
science, or, upon his sai death, from affording material 
help in carrying on the work which he left behind through 
aid given to Mr. Adam Sedgwick. 

Let me assure you that I fully appreciate all the College 
has done for me ; but perhaps after all I feel still more 
keenly the sympathy and kindness with which as a 
stranger 1 was first received among you, and which have 
made the thirteen years of my Protectorship the brightest 
as well as the best years of my life. 

Yours ever truly, 

M. FOSTER 


THE ISCHIA EARTHQUAKE 

A SLIGHT shock of earthquake occurred in Casa- 
micciola at seven o’clock on Sunday morning, at 
the Gurgitello, where that of July 28 created the moat 
ruin, but it was limited to that spot, and caused no 
damage. It is reported that a fissure a kilometre in 
length and thirty kilometres in depth has opjned on the 
south-west flank of Mount Epomeo. The smoke ejected 
from the fumaroli at the summit of the mountain has 
considerably diminished in quantity. The Naples Aca¬ 
demy of Sciences has appointed a Commission to in¬ 
vestigate the telluric conditions of Ischia. 

Tbe following communication from the Times corre¬ 
spondent at Rome is important 
“ From a second report made by Prof. Michele Stefeno 
di Rossi, head of the Central Geodynamic Observatory 
at Rome, to the Minister of Agriculture, on the pheno¬ 
mena connected with the earthquake in Ischia, it appears 
that not only were there for some days beforehand very 
distinct premonitory signs at Casamicciola of the im¬ 
pending catastrophe, but that throughout the peninsula 
forewarnings, identical in character, were numerous and 
widespread. On the island of Ischia there was an ex¬ 
traordinary increase in the temperature of the thermal 
waters and in the violence of the fumaroli {i.e. the natu¬ 
ral smoke funnels) at the spot called Monte Cito. These 
phenomena were noticed eight days before the cata- 
strophe occurred. On these important points the evi¬ 
dence which Prof, di Rossi obtained is abundant. There 
is less conclusive testimony concerning the shrinking 
and consequent scarcity of the drinking water in 
the wells. But he has absolutely certified that, com¬ 
mencing from a period a fortnight anterior to July a8> 
many slight shocks of earthquake, of almost daily 
recurrence, were felt, and subterranean rumblings were 
heard. Phenomena identical with these preceded the 
earthquakes in Ischia in 1828* i&tf, and 1881 ; and Prof, 
di Rossi emphatically states that had an observatory been 
established m Ischia after the earthquake of i88j, accord* 
mg to the advice he then gave, and the phenomena which 
manifested themselves at CaSsamicciola from July 26 on¬ 
wards been communicated to him at the Central Ob¬ 
servatory in Rome, he would natfetye hesitated an instant 
in paintmg out the imminent dinger of an impending 
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Mismlf disturbance* While the above-mentioned phe¬ 
nomena were occurring in Ischia, without their bciing 
communicated to Rome, or even, for want of means, 
properly noted on the spot, the existence of unusual sub¬ 
terranean activity was simultaneously marked by the 
instruments in all the observatories on the mainland. 
That activity, though varying in intensity in different 
places, manifested a general and regularly progressive 
augmentation. Slight shocks of earthquake were felt at 
various points. On July 25 the Solfutara of Alba no, on 
the extinct Latin volcanoes on the southern side of the 
Roman Carqpagna, sent forth sounds never before re¬ 
marked. C11 the same day a widely extended earth¬ 
quake, reaching from Cosenza to Catanzaro, occurred in 
Calabria. On Friday, the 27th, the hissing noises from 
the Solfatara of Albano were so acute that the people did 
not dare to draw the sulphur water for those who needed 
it, and simultaneously the seismic instruments at Pe- 
saro registered severe oscillations. At Vesuvius on 
the evening of Friday, the 27th, shocks were felt, 
with an augmentation of activity. There were shocks at 
Latera, upon the Ciminian volcanoes, and shocks at 
Perugia. On the afternoon of the 28th renewed activity 
was manifested at Pesaro and at Fermo ; and in short 
the observations during that afternoon of general calm 
throughout the peninsula gave indications of a vast 
subterranean disturbance, extending as far as all Umbria, 
the district of Viterbo, and the Marches. 

41 The direction of these extended movements was every¬ 
where identical with those at Casamicciola—namely, from 
north to south, and from east to west. At the same time 
also, on the morning of the 28th, the flow from the prin¬ 
cipal source of the sulphur streams, near Tivoli, showed 
a considerable diminution ; while simultaneously an in¬ 
creased quantity of carbonic acid gas was given forth. 
The regular observations at Bologna, at Pisanello, near 
Placenta, and at Rome, showed that there was a distinct 
lowering in the levels of the wells before July 28, and as 
marked a rise after that date. These facts confer in¬ 
creased credibility on the imperfect evidence of there 
having been a deficiency of water in the wells at Casa- 
micciola. Moreover, on the morning of Sunday, the 
29th, the usually very cold waters of the Solfatara of 
Albano were in a boiling state. The intimate connection 
between these phenomena on the peninsula and the 
catastrophe in Ischia is more than evident, and iheir 
distinct dynamic and volcanic character absolutely ex¬ 
cludes the idea of a mere local sinking in the level.” 


NOTES 

Telegrams from Drontheim to Vienna announce that the 
members of the Austrian expedition to Jan Mayen have arrived 
there safe and well, after an absence of six months. This w os 
one of the ciroumpolar* observing parties, and during the year’s 
residence on Jan Mayen neither officers nor men sutlered from 
scurvy or other disease. The chief of the expedition telegraphs 
to the Geographical Society of Vienna that they have made 
“ perfect observations, rich collections and taken geodetic and 
photographic views of the island." 

DURING the coming year, we learn from Saeme, experiments 
will he made at the physical laboratory.of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
-versity with a view to aid in establishing an international unit of 
electrical resistance. The experiments will be carried on under 
th$ direction of Prof. Rowland, with an appropriation from the 
*Gbvernmeut of the United States. The results will be eommu- 
afeated to the International Commission of Electricians meeting 
in fan*. 

pH, Robert Moffat, the famous African missionary, has 
died at the advanced age of eighty-seven years, He was among 
the drat to show the way to Central South Africa, and added 
note little to our knowledge of the Bechuanas and other tribes 


south of the Zambesi. He was Livingstone’s father-in-law, and 
the special direction of the great missionary-traveller’s African 
work was to a considerable extent due to Moffat's example and 
advice. 

The Ninth Annual Conference of the Cryptogamic Society of 
Scotland will be held at Dumfries on September n, 12, and 
13. Fellows who purpose attending the Conference are 
requested to communicate with the local Secretary, Mr, J, 
Rutherford, Jardington, Dumfries. 

The statue of the brothers Montgolfier was unveiled at 
Annonay on Mondny, as part of the ceremonies commemorative 
of the centenary of the inventors of balloon"', M. de Fonvielle 
writes to us from Annonay, August 12: 41 This celebration has 
been organised merely by private exertions in continuation of the 
banquet given by the Academic d*Aerostation of Paris on 
November, 1882, to commemorate the centenary of the first 
private experiment tried by Joseph Montgolfier at Avignon in his 
rooms. A local committee was formed in Annonay under the 
prenidency of M. Seguin, the eldest son of Marc Sdguin, 
Member of the Institute, a nephew of the Montgolfier to whom 
is attributed the creation in France of tubular boilers and metallic 
bridges. M. Henry Vidon of Annonay was appointed general 
secretary. The exertions of the Committee were very successful, 
and ubout 4o::o/. were collected, principally in the immediate 
vicinity of Annunay and at Paris j foreign subscriptions were 
very few. It was decided to erect on the Place des Cordeliers, 
where the first experiment look place on June 5, 1783, a statue 
representing the two brothers inventing the ‘MontgollU're.’ The 
plaster cast has been executed, and will be inaugurated to¬ 
morrow before a large audience. The ceremony will begin at 
two o’clock with a speech delivered by M. S^uin, after which a 
small Montgolfiere will be sent up from the exact spot where the 
first experiment took place. On Saturday an aeronautical 
ascent was made from the Champs de Mars with a small bal¬ 
loon of 3000 cubic feet, the largest that the gas establishment could 
fill without inconvenience." 

In the just published parts 4 and 5 of his “ Abbildungen von 
VogeFktlettes," Dr. Meyer, of Dresden, provesdhat the Notornis 
from the South Island of New Zealand belongs to a different 
species from that from the North Island —Notornis mantdti —> 
and he names the former N. hockstctterL It is known that Pro! 
Owen founded on tome fragments of the skull and the bones 
from the North I-land in the year 1848 the genus Notornis, and 
that he called the species, without then knowing a skin, N 
tnantelli, after the discoverer. The two skins, which were 
figured by John Gould in the years 1850 and 1869, and which now 
adorn the galleries of the British Museum, came from the South 
Bland, and were identified with ths bones from the North Island. 
The Dresden Museum having acquired the skin and skeleton of 
a specimen of Notornis hunted in the year 1879 on the South 
Ulaud—all three specimens were procured from within a range 
of ninety miles—Dr. Meyer compared his skeleton with Prdf* 
Owen’s life-size figures in the Transactions of the Zoological 
Society, and found them to be different, which fact is not to be 
wondered at, as Now Zealand has proved to be very rich in 
species of flightless birth, and an the Notornis fragments came 
from another island than the three skins and the skeleton, per¬ 
haps Notornis became extinct on the North Island, whereas it still 
survives in certain parts of the South Is*and. Dr. Meyer is of 
opinion that If the bones and the skull had been taken out of the 
skitis preserved in the British Museum, one would have known 
already in the year 1830, or at least in 1869, that they differed from 
the Notornis mantdii fragments of the North Island. The name 
of those Skins, therefore, must be altered, according to Dr. 
Meyer to N hochstetteri. Dr. Meyer has figured the skeleton of 
N, mantetti in plates 34-37 of his work. 
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Wl are glad to see that the system of appointing men* 
as professors who only teach! and scarcely that! is now 
being discussed in the United States. It is to be hoped that 
it will soon be dbcussed hfre. The following letter from 
a correspondent in Germany to the New York Nation of 
July 26 gives the last contribution to the ventilation of the 
subject:— “ Sir, —The controversy carried on in your journal 
in regard to professorial salaries lias not failed to attract con* 
Mderable attention in Germany, and especially the comparisons 
instituted between the financial condition of American and that 
of German professors. As some wrong ideas stjera to prevail in 
America on the subject of the remuneration of university pro¬ 
fessors in this country, I should like to call attention to the real 
state of affairs. In the first place, it must be understood that a 
man who is elected to fill a chair at some German university is 
not expected to act merely as a teacher. His abilities as an 
instructor are, as a rule, regarded as a matter of minor import¬ 
ance, if they are at all taken into consideration on his appoint¬ 
ment. But he is required to advance science ; and, to enable 
htm to fulfil the expectations entertained of him, the Government 
feels bound to make him financially independent. A grand 
laboratory or observatory or clinic is placed at his disposal, 
enormous sums are voted to defray the expenses of the most 
costly scientific experiments, and, in order to allow him to devote 
himself exclusively to the advancement of his science, a large 
halary insures him against the necessity of undertaking extraneous 
labour. The salary of an * ordinary professor ’ amounts to 15,000, 
often 20,000 or 25,000 marks ($3500 to $5000) per annum. 
Besides his regular pay he receives the fees paid him by those 
uho attend his lectures. At large universities, like those of 
Berlin, Breslau, Munich, and Vienna, these fees may reach 
extraordinary amounts. At Berlin, Reichert, the Professor of 
Anatomy, is paid 130 marks ($30) by each student for the lecture 
on ana+omy and the concomitant dissecting exercises, during the 
winter term alone. There were over 400 students and the sum 
thus received by one professor amounts to over 48,000 marks. 
A professor of law or philosophy generally gets 20 marks from 
each student for a course of lectures extending over one term, 
and delivered three or four hours a week. Asa professor usually 
delivers more than one course of lectures a term, and as his 
lectures, especially at a very Urge university, may be attended 
by about 150 or aoo students, the emoluments which he enjoys 
besides his salary may be considered as affording him quite a 
respectable income. Added to thl**, the ‘ ordinary professor * 
holds his position during good behaviour. Should he choose to 
resign in his old age, he has claims to a good pension. Socially 
the professor* rank as high as officers, which signifies the respect 
in which the devotees of science are held in this military country. 
Prof. Esmarch of Kiel is allied by marriage to the Imperial 
family of Germany. This care which the German people takes 
of its savants, in absolving them from the necessity of engaging 
in the ' madding strife * for existence, is the main secret of the 
success of the German university system and German scientific 
triumphs. When the brain-power of the American nation shall 
be concentrated under such favourable conditions at a few grand 
seats of learning, and the drudgery of the pedagogue be exchanged 
for the fruitful labour of the independent scientist, then the youth 
of America will no longer be compelled to seek opportunities for 
intellectual development in Europe alone.—L< N." 

Estes and Lauriat, Boston (U.S.), announce, the Nation 
informs us, several important new publications: “Ornithology 
of the World,” a popular treatise by Dr. Elliott Coue*, fully 
illustrated 5 the same author's “ Key to North American Birds,” 
revised to date and entirely rewritten, with the incorporation of 
a practical manual of field ornithology ; “ The Natural History 
of Man,” a popular work based on HeUwald’s “ Natmgeschichte 
des Menschen,” which haa been translated by Mr. J. S. Kingsley, 
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and edited by him in conjunction with Messrs. W. H, DaE, 7 , 
W. Putnam, and Stephen Salisbury, jua.; “ Travels in Mexico,” 
by Fred. A. Oher, well equipped with drawings from the author’s 
photographs and with maps. 

On July 19 a terrible hailstorm is reported to have passed 
over the Government of Tomsk in Siberia. The hatidones 
were as big as eggs, Two women struck on the head were 
killed on the spot, besides a number of animals and birds. 
A terrible hailstorm is also reported to have raged in Iowa 
on the night of August 7. The track of the storm was four miles 
wide, passing through three counties. All vegetation was 
destroyed in its course. One woman lost her life, and many 
persons were injured. Twenty-two cattle were killed. The 
hail fell in some places to a depth of five feet. On the Rock 
Island, Chicago, and Milwaukee Railroads the trains were 
blocked; and at Lonah station nine freight cars were blown 
from the rails. 

A special correspondent of the DaVy Telegraphy who has 
been on a visit to Mr, Stanley, and has journeyed a considerable 
distance up the Congo, contributes the fir»t of a series of letters 
to Tuesday's issue of that journal, accompanied by a map and a 
rough sketch. 

It appears from recent analyses communicated to the Kieff 
Society of Naturalists, that the Sorghum sacckaratum % of Minne¬ 
sota, U.S., which was recently introduced into the Russian 
provinces of Poltava and Kieff, yielded as much as 14*2 to 167 
per cent, of its weight of crystalline sugar, thus exceeding 
the average percentage of sugar, which commonly is from 9 to 
9*5 per cent. 

AN illustrated "Circular of Information,” distributed by the 
United States Bureau of Education, directs attention to a very 
general yet very sad deficiency, vis, imperfect hearing. Dr- 
Sexton in it points out that it causes, among other things, defects 
in pronunciation through children not knowing the correct 
sound ; and failure and ill temper among teachers who may be 
unaware of their pupils' defects or their own. He urges that 
the hearing of all pupils should be examined each session, and 
no one accepted as teacher who has not passed an aural test* 
He strongly recommends dental inspection of pupils, as from 
diseased teeth especially arise deficiencies of hearing, from which 
follow, first, the appearance of stupidity, and eventually the 
reality. Among the practical precautions recommended, absti¬ 
nence from bathing seems a very costly one, but few pamphlets 
could show so clearly the interaction of physical and mental 
education. 

Mr. Mattieu Williams points out that on p, 550 of 
Nature, the dimensions of Jan Mayen are stated in u geo¬ 
graphical miles,” but that it is evident the old Norwegian sea mile 
is the measure used. This is equal to four English geographical 
miles. The length of the island is, therefore, thirty of our 
geographical miles. Mr. Williams says the “old M sea mile 
and the long land mile have, since July 1879, been legally 
superseded by the kilometre. 

Vol. III. Part VII. of the Transactions </ the Essex Field CM 
contains several long papers of interest* besides a ooasidetable 
number of shorter ones. Among the former are “ The Ancient 
Fauna of Essex,” by Dr. H. Woodwart; “The Macro-Lepi. 
doptera of the District around Maldcm,” by Mr. G. H, Bagmet 5 
u Deneholcs,” by Mr. T. V. Holmes; “ Primeval Man in the 
Valley of the Lea,” by Mr. W, G. Smitl;; “On the Species 
of the Genus Primula in Essex,” by Mr* Christie j with Mr* 
Meldola’s presidential address, and a notice and portrait of the 
late Sir Antonio .Brady. The society has also issued in a tepa* 
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rate form a collection of papers and memorials on the protection 
of wild animals and plants, and on the present condition and 
future management oF Epping Forest. 

AT the recent examination for the Licence £3 Sciences Physiques 
in Paris, an English student, Mr. P. J. Hartog, B.Sc. Viet. 
Univ., passed first of the sixty*stx candidates, though by three 
years the youngest of any. 

During the latter part of this ami the early part of next 
month a geographical congress and exhibition will take place in 
PouaL M, Ferdinand de Lesaeps has been elected president. 
Belgium, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden will be represented. 

The United Steamship Association of Copenhagen has offered 
a free passage by their vessels to all Danish fishermen desirous 
of visiting the Fisheries Exhibition. 

On August 2, at about 10 p.m., a brilliant meteor passed from 
south to north over the town of Linkoping in Sweden. When 
in the north-west it burst, spreading an intense pale blue light, 
and leaving a light smoke in the air which could be distinguished 
for several seconds. On July 23, at 10.15 p.m., a magnificent 
meteor was observed at Sbdertclje in Sweden. It vent in a 
north-westerly direction, leaving a luminous track on the sky. 

As the representative of Sweden in the International Phyto* 
pathological Association, recently formed, Dr, J. Eriksson, 
botanist at the Academy of Agriculture, has been chosen. He 
is now engaged in collecting statistics at.d examples of diseases 
of plants, which it u the object of the Association to study and 
eradicate. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include a Bonnet Monkey ( Macacus radiatus 6 ) from 
India, presented by the Hon. Mrs, Pigott Carleton ; two Maholi 
Galagos (Galago maholi) from South Africa, presented by Dr. 
Hugh Exton ; a Rude Fox ( Cants rudis) from Demcrara, pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Clement J. Bateman ; a Suricate (SUricata unik 9 ) 
from South Africa, presented by Mr. Chas. H. Wootton ; a 
Collared Peccary (Dicotylis tajafu) from South America, pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Frits Zurcher; three Peregrine Falcons (Falco 
peregrines), European, presented by Mr. J. Snowdon Henry, 
F.Z S. ; two Javan Adjutants (Uptoptilm javanicus) from Java, 
two Indian Tantalus (Tantaius leucocephaius) from India, pre¬ 
sented by the Hon. W. H. Ravenscroft; a Sclater’s Cura sow 
(Crax sdateri 9 ) from South America, presented by Mr. John 
Ardran; a Wood Owl (Syrmum aluco), British, presented by 
Mr. G. Carrick Steet ; two Ring-tailed Lemurs (Lemur catta) 
from Madagascar, a Black Bear (Urtus americanus 6 ) from 
North America, a Greater Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (Caca/ua 
galerila) from Australia, deposited; three Indian Pythons (Python 
melurus) from India, purchased; two Mule Deer (Caricuus 
macrotis), born in the Gardens. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Satellites of Saturn.—D r. W. Meyer has published 
corrected, or what he calls definitive, element* of the satellites 
Rnceladu*, Ttthys, Diont, Rhea, Titan, and Japetus , chiefly 
founded upon his observations at the Observatory of Geneva in 
!$&!, the mean motions however being determined from a com¬ 
parison of the Geneva observations with the elements assigned 
by Jacob from measures of the satellites made at Madras during 

*___.a./ .0 *r>i_ _ _d* .__t_« j .__ 


She years 1 
from Dr. Mi 

■ Kneektdos 
Tethys 
>, Dione 
Rhea «,»* • 
Titan,.. , 
Japtiut 


The mean distances and periods resulting 
?s investigations are as follow t— 


Mma diseases is equa¬ 
torial rarfu of Saturn. 
... 3’8661 ... , 

... 48116 ... , 

-828 :::: 
... 19-9111 ... . 
... 57 * 93*3 


Period. 


h. a. a. 

8 53 6 0a 

21 I« 25*02 


d. 

1 

I 21 

a 17 41 9**9 
4 n 25 11*57 
15 28 41 23*16 

79 749*4*84 


The other elements of the orbit of the outer satellite Japetus a e 
subjoined; those of Jacob are added for comparison. Meyer's 
epoch is 1881 Nov. 0 0 G.M.T.; Jacob's is 1S58 Jan. 0*0 
G.M.T. 


Mean longitude . 

Longitude of peri-Saturnium... 

„ ascending node... 
Inclination to ecliptic ... ... 

Eccentricity . 

Semi-axis major (for mean dis¬ 
tance of Saturn). 

Mean diurnal motion . 


Meyer, 

Jacob. 

200 8 53 .. 

. 294 3i*i 

353 5 7 - 

• 349 20 

142 17 27 .. 

* *43 I '3 

18 26 50 . 
0*028916 

«8 37 9 

0028443 

5 i 4 " 7 H ■ 

. S» 4"-96 

4 "*S 38*73 • 

• 4 *‘ 538 ° 4 * 


Tempel’s Comet or Short Period (1873 II.).—Prof. 
Krueger, in transferring to the Astronomische Nachriehtm the 
few positions lately given in this column, mentions that M. 
Schuihof of Paris, who has undertaken the calculations for the 
comet, promises an ephemeris in due course f>r that periodical, 


The Bischoffsheim Observatory at Nice.—M. Perroiin, 
Director of the Observatory of Montgros, near Nice, lately 
founded by the munificence and scientific spirit of M. Bischoffe- 
heim of Pari*, ha- made an excellent beginning in the proposed 
work of that es abl shment. The Observatory is provided with 
a refractor of 15 inches aperture, and about l8 feet focal length, 
the object glass by MM. Henry of the Observatory at Paris, the 
mounting by Eichens and Gautier. This instrument M. Perrotin 
applied in June last to measures of a number of the more interest¬ 
ing doublc-^tars, and amongst them several very difficult objects. 
The magnifying powers most frequently employed were 750 and 
1000, with occasional use of 400 and 650. We make a short 
selection from M. Perrotin's results 


Star. 

Epoch. 

Angle. 

Distance. 

42 Com® Berenice . 

. 188351 .. 


// 

0-535 

44 Rootis. 

■ — ‘47 - 

240*6 

■>v 4‘925 

7 Coron® Borealis . 

• — *53 

138 

... (0 17dong.) 

f Scorpii . 

. — '52 .. 

n 5 

... I*i6 

C Herculis. 

. — ‘52 - 

995 

... 1*49 

S 2107 . 

• ~ *49 •• 

2312 

... 057 

2 2173 . 

• — *53 •• 

35 * 

... 0*15 * 

t Ophiuchi ... . 

. - 51 

252*1 

... 1*66 

70 M . 

— *49 .. 

45 ’6 

... 2*28 

A Cygni . 

- \$i - 

80 *3 

... 0*65 


With respect to 2 2173 M. Perrotin remarks that his results 
confirm M. Otto Struve’^ oj.ini m that the star rewlves in about 
forty-six years. The above measures of the rapid binary ( Her- 
culis are clo ely represented by Dr. Doberck's last orbit. 

The Late Transit of Venus.— The last number of the 
Comptes Rendus of the Paris Academy of Sciences is almost 
whidly occupied by the preliminary Reports from the various 
expeditions ^ent by the French Commission for the observation 
of this phenomenon, and one or two expeditions acting In co- 
operaii >n with the Commission. The observations of contacts 
&c., appear in these Reports. The stations included are Petion- 
ville, Hayti ; Puebla, Mexico ; Fort Tar ten on, Martinique; 
St. Augustin, Florida j Santa Cruz, Patagonia j Cerro-Negro 
near San Bernardo, Cbdi; Chubut, Patagonia; Rio Negro 
(4b. 21m. 20s. W. of Paris and 40* 47' 51" S.); Hoste Islai d. 
Orange Hay, Tierra del Fuego ; and bragado, Buenos Ayres. 
It is gratifying to note the general success which attended these 
expeditions, even at the most southern station iu Orange Bay, 
the latitude of which was 55 0 31' 28". 


A CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY Oh 
THE TRANSMISSION EASTWARDS ROUND 
THE GLOBE OF BAROMETRIC ABNORMAL 
MOVEMENTS 1 

31 . 


TX 7 HEN the faot of these simultaneous movements is recognised, 
the irregularities In the transmission eastwards of the ab¬ 
normal movements can be in great part explained. For instance, 
taking the movements b" of the Zanzibar curve, it U found to 
recur at B' and B ip the Beige um and Bombay curves after an 
interval of six months that Is to say, about one month longer 
than the average, and U moreover or mud) greater magnitude in 
these curves than at Zonstbar. But it is noticeable that in the 
* Concluded from p. 356. 
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month of November there was a very prominent simultaneous 
downward movement at the three stations, a movement which 
must have bent the curves very considerably out of the shape 
they would have taken had it noil occurred, and it is allowable 
to suppose that (he proper minimum in the Belgaum and Bombay 
curves corresponding to H" of the Zanzibar curve took place in 
the month of October, f88r, that is to say, after the normal 
interval of five months, but was masked by the greater minimum 
in November* due to the simultaneous movement. Then again 
m the cose of the maximum movement c, c', and c* f the period 
between c and c" is, if five months be assumed to be the 
normal, quite regular; l ut between c/ and c" it is only four 
months, ihat is, one month shorter than usual. A reference to 
the dotted lines shows that in the month of January, 1882, all 
three curves were upheaved by a simultaneous movement, while 
in the following month they were all three depressed simul¬ 
taneously. By the co-operation of these two simultaneous 
movements, the maximum c' was apparently quickened in its 
course by one month, and herce the irregularity. Again, with 
regard to the double oscillation D, d', and d" (i and 2) in the 
Zanzibar curve the first downward bend v'\ is greater than the 
second D" a ; but in the Belgaum curve they are very nearly 
equal, and in the Bombay curve the first is even less than the 
second. On glancing down at ihe Zanzibar curve for the month 
of April, it is observable that an upward movement took place 
then ; and if it be supposed that the upwaid impulse was felt 
at all the three stations simultaneously, but that this impulse w as 
not so great at Bombay and Belgaum as the downward impulse 
due to the tiavelling movement coming from Znnzil ar, then the 
actual effect, at thwe two stations would be the resultant of the 
two impulses, that is to say, a downward ruovtmeut of less 
amplitude than would have occurred had there been no simul¬ 
taneous movement in that month. 

The apparent acceleration of the movement a, a', and a" is 
susceptible of a similar explanation, though not quite so satis¬ 
factorily, and it may perhaps be admissible to reserve for it an 
explanation which will present hereafter. 

The existence of ibe^e simultaneous movements seems not 
only to afford an explanation in grea! part of the iricgularities 
observable in the eastward transmission of the travelling move¬ 
ments, but al o to clear aw ay an objection ihat w a* brought 
forward by Mr. K Douglas Archibald to the acceptance as an 
established theory of the eastward movement of abnormal 
variations. He asked {vide Natvril, vol. xxiii. p. 400) “Why 
the barometric waves should commence on c-nr meridian rather 
than one another.” Now it is very noticeable (if a reference be 
made to the curves) that all the marked features of ihe curves— 
those features that are transmitted eastwards—occur in months 
when there are simultaneous movements at all the three stations, 
that in fact the sirr.ultanedus movements are the initial ones. 
And in the light of this fact the answer to Mr. Archibald’s 
objection is that they do not commence on one meridian rather 
than on another, but (so far at any rate as the three stations under 
consideration are concerned) on all meridians simultaneously. 
But it is likely enough that th<y may be greater on one par¬ 
ticular meridian, or at one particular point on that meridian, 
than on those on either ride of, or about it, that in fact they 
result from a slight heaping up or withdrawing of the atmo¬ 
sphere over, or from, one part of the earth's >urface, in which 
case the heap, or depression, will have its greatest altitude or 
depth at one particular place, but of course will be felt over a 
more or less < onriderable area around that place, and the degree 
in which it will be felt will be less as the length of the radius 
from the centre is increased. And that ihis is not altogether a 
fancitul idea is apparent on a reference 1 eing made to the 
smo( thed curves, w hen It will be observed, for instance, that in 
July, 1880, and also in June, 1881, the upward movements 
were much greater at Bombay, the most northern of the three 
stations, than at Belgaum, a more southerly one; and at this, 
-again, they were much greater than at Zanzibar, the mat 
southern. 

Mr* Archibald brings forward another objection. He tusks 1 
u Iff as Mr, Chambers thinks, the waves of pressure travel 
slowly round the earth, why tiny do not reappear at the place 
where they Matted, after an interval of about one year and 
eight months (calculated from the lags given in Mr. Chambers’s 
paper). At prerent there does not appear to be the slightest 
evidence that they reappear At aJJ, and if they do not, when and 
where do they disappear?” One answer to this question is that 
they trUAt, in ihe course of their eastward journey, get com¬ 


pletely masked by other simultaneous movements of the atmo¬ 
sphere that are constantly taking place. Another answer to this 
question, and the one not requiring the supposition of the simul¬ 
taneous movements, is that, as the travelling w aves get further 
away from the place of their origin, and consequently widen 
out, their amplitude gets constantly less, until at last, tike the 
waves caused by dropping a stone in a pond, they become im¬ 
perceptible. If it were possible to eliminate the effect of the 
simultaneous movements, and examine only the curve produced 
by the travelling wave", one might then seethisgraduai decrease 
in their amplitude as they proceeded along their journey. It is 
impossible, however, at present to separate the effects of the 
two movements. An alternative method, however, to eliminating 
the effect of the firM-mentioned movements is to pick out a 
period during which they were smalt or imperceptible. If such 
a period can be found, it will then doubtless be possible in 
some degree to trace the comparatively undisturbed action of the 
travelling movements. Such a period occurred from March to 
August, 1882, during which time the simultaneous abnormal 
movements were not easily traceable, And it is then seen how 
the amplitude of the double oscillation d' (i and 2) of the 
Zanzibar curve has diminished at D f and d (1 and 2) of the 
Belgaum and Bombay curves. 

Another question which may be raised with regard to the 
matter, and a question which is not ro earily answered is why 
these waves >hould travel in an easterly direction and not in a 
westerly ? It would be imagined that they should be traits- 
mitted equally in both direction?, or if they are transmitted in 
one direction rather than in the other, it should have been a 
westerly one; in which case their motion might have been sc- 
co tin led for readily enough by supposing the at rnr sphere to lay 
behind in equatorial regions in a westerly direciion due to the 
influx of air of a lo*er velocity from the polar regions; and 
perhaps also by ‘Upposing the sun to exerche an influence in the 
matter. The fact is, however, that the motion is in the same 
direction a*, and ahead of, the earth's rotation. It would be 
iiitcreMing, however, to fcc if there is any evidence of a west¬ 
ward motion, and referring to the curves with this object in 
view, such evidence is perhaps discoverable. For instance, the 
simultaneous movement in July, 1880, causes a very marked 
upward bend of the Bombny and Belgaum curves; if, then, 
there is any motion westwards, this upward bend should make 
its appearance in some succeeding month in the Zauribar curve ; 
and, as a matter of fact, there is an upward movement s-liown 
by the dotted line in the month of September. It is difficult to 
find many instances of this westward transmission, owing to the 
somewhat intricate mixture of movements presented by the 
curves; hut the following instances may be adduced as lending 
some support to the hypothesis : there is a simultaneous down¬ 
ward movement in May, 1880, and there is an independent 
downward movement at Zanzibar in tbe month of August in the 
same year, that is, three months later; there is again the instance 
already cited of the simultaneous upward movement of July, 
1880, recurring at Zanzibar in September, that is, two months 
later. It may he that tbe excessive downward movement ut 
Zanzibar in the month of March, 1881, was in part due to the 
recurrence there of the simultaneous movement which occurred, 
especially develoj ed at Bombay, in January of the same year; 
that is, two months before. Again, the very large downward 
movement at Zanzibar in October and November, 1881, may 
have been in part due to the arrival there from Bombay and 
Belgaum of the wave produced by the simultaneous downward 
movement which occurred in August, two and k half months 
earlier. And lastly, two instances leas difficult to trace,-owing 
to the absence of any marked simultaneous movements during 
the period of their occurrence, are the upward and downward 
movements at Zanzibar of the months April and May, 1882, 
which may be regarded as due to the arrival there from the west 
of India of the waves resulting from the simultaneous impulse* 
received at all stations in January and February of the same 
year ; that is, at periods of three n on the for each. 

And here may be given the explanation previously referred to 
of the apparent acceleration in the rate of movement of the 
wave A, a', and aI t is possible that A and A' may not be 
due to the arrival at Bombay and Belgaum of the maximum a", 
but of the wave caused by the Mmutianeous movement which 
occurred in July six months before, a peritd mtioh deem the 
normal than are the periods three and three and a half months; 
in which cape the maximum a" would he due to the arrival at 
Zanzibar from Bombay and Belgaum of the wave caused by the 
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ibmth&neous movement in July, 1880, together with the simul¬ 
taneous movement of October, 1880. 

If this be a correct analysis of the curve*, then there is the 
remarkable fact to be noted, that the motion of these wave* in a 
westward direction takes place at an average rate of two and a 
half months, that is to say, twice as rapidly as in the eastward 
direction. And this fact would readily accord with the supposed 
westward lagging* of the atmosphere due to its inertia ; and alsj 
with any supposed influence of the sun. The presence of this 
westward transmission is not so apparent, however, as that of 
the eastward. And whether it be present or not, there still 
remains the difficulty, substantially the same as at the outset, 
that the motion eastwards is by far the nnst defined and most 
readily traceable ; a difficulty for which I cannot even guess at 
any solution. Facts, ho vever, should not be overlooked 
because they cannot be explained, but rather an explanation 
sought j and in the explanation of this fact theoretical matters 
of considerable interest may perhaps be involved. The only 
hints at any facts which might by any pos .ibility suggest an 
explanation are to be found in Mr, Chambers’s summary of his 
discovery, where he speaks of the directi m eastwards being Itke 
that of 11 the cyclones of extra-tropical latitudes ” ; and in the 
very interesting and more suggestive s ate me at of Ur. Balfour 
Stewart {vide Nature, vol. xxii. p. 151), in which he says, 
speaking of terrestrial magnetism, “that we have some evidence 
which leads us to suspect that particular states of declination 
range, like particular states of weather have a motion from west 
to east, the magnetical moving faster than the meteorological.” 

A< to the cause of these widely-distributed simultaneous move¬ 
ments of the barometer, movements which 1 consider to be in 
the main the initial impulses of the complication of abnormal 
movements visible in tbe curves, 1 have no evidence of any 
value. The most natural idea ia that a connection, direct or 
indirect, may be traced between them and changes in the state of 
solar energy ; the downward movements perhaps being due to an 
excess of energy, and the upward move neats to a deficiency. 
In some points, perhaps, they may bear anabgy to magnetic 
storms. 1 have not a sun-spot curve for the years under 
consideration, and cannot therefore make the necessary coni' 
parUons. 

As a working hypothesis to serve as a guide in further investi¬ 
gating the matter, I should be inclined to suppose that the 
atmosphere, if it could, without stopping th; earth’s motion, be 
divested of its regular diurnal and seasonal movements, and the 
eddies and storm* resulting therefrom, would present to ob erva 
tlbn a somewhat intricate mixture of mjti ms consisting of the 
f allowing elements : — 

I. Certain initial movement*, resulting mediately or immedi¬ 
ately from changes in the state of the sun’s energy, and affecting 
very wide areas and being of the form of heaplugs 11 ( > or draw¬ 
ings away of the atmosphere over the e areas, the movements 
Attaining their maximum height or depth at the centre of these 
areas. The centres of these areas would be immediately under 
the sun, that is to say, within the tropical latitudes. 1 

3. Waves re ulting from the propagation in eastward and 
weitward (ani perha|>s, though in a less marked degree north¬ 
ward and southward) directions of the impulse ^ given by the first 
movements ; the waves which travel eastward being for some 
unexplainel reason mire pronounced than those travelling west¬ 
ward, but their rate of motion over the earth's surface being, on 
account of the rotation of the earth and the atmosphere’s inertia, 
slower in the eastward direction than in the westward. 

3. Smdl local movements over more limited area* resulting 
from the chance conjunction and interference of any two or 
more of the first and second m:>vemmU 

An extensive and detailed exaninadon of the barometric 
record* of stations scattered over the globe will bring to light 
faits either favourable or unfavourable to this hypothesis ; and 
after this examination ha* been made, ie will then be time to 
decide whether or not it is worth while undertaking tbe Labour 
of dealing with the sjbjeat mathematic*'ly, 

The matter seems important even theoretically, for in it and 
toy*ligations of a like kind are to be found attempts at a 
rational arrangement of the very complex collection of fac s con- 
tabled in the various records of barometric abnormal movements ; 
and practically also, for on the results of farther investigation 
into ft depend* the confirmation or dismissal of a hypothesis 

HE. F. Stanford's dAcwtry of u a barometric sec-jaw bmreen 
ItotU And India la tbe sm**p<rt cycla ” {vide Natch*; vot xd. p. 477) 
i^AS i« support thift hypothesis. . 


which has given promise of furnishing a useful method of 
weather forecasting. A. N. Pearson, 

A eg. Meteorological Reporter for 
Bombay, January 10 Western India 


SCIENCE IN RUSSIA 

'T'HE Kieflf Society of Naturalists was opened in 1869, and 
*■ soon had more than a hundred members, mostly belonging 
to the University. Like other Societies of Naturalists at the 
Russian Universities, its chief aim has been the exploration of 
Russian natural history in the neighbouring provinces, these 
explorations proving that th >ugh the region around the Dnieper 
was not quite unknown in its geological, botanical, and zoologi¬ 
cal aspects, still there were wide lacunae to be filled up before 
arriving at a th irou^h knowledge of it. Prof. Feofilaktoff, who 
had already published a geological map of the province of Kieff, 
assisted by several young geologists, busily explored, therefore, 
the surrounding province*, especially on the right bank of the 
Dnieper, and published in the Memoirs oj the Kieff Society a 
series of valuable papers on the Cretaceous, Tertiary, and post- 
Tertiary of the region, as well as on brown coal on the Dnieper. 
The Phanerogamic flora of the Dnieper region being sufficiently 
well known from the formsr works of Professors Andrzeiovski, 
Truutvelter, Rogowicz, and several others, the chief attention of 
the Society ha* beeu devoted to the Cryptogamic flora; and 
numerous papers by MM. Borschoff, Plutenko, Waltz, Rishavi, 
Timofeeff, Ryndovsky, Moshindey, and Sovinsky, on the algae, 
mosses, lichens, and fu tgi of the Dnieper region, as well as 
of Caucasus, appeared in the Memoirs . In zojlogy the chief 
researches were directed towards the exploration of the inverte¬ 
brate fauna of the Bla'ik Sea, ana whilst M. Bobretzky 
thoroughly studied the Annelids of the Black Sea, M. Krich- 
again carried out special studies of the Copepola, and M. 
Paulum slulied the Crustacean! of the Red Sea, in order to 
compare them with those of the great interior sea of Russia 
and Turkey. Several valuable papers were published at the 
same time on the anatomy and physiology of animals and plants, 
whilst the researches in chemistry and physics which were made 
at the Kieff University were mostly seat for publication to the 
Journal of the Russian Chemical and Physical Society at St. 
Petersburg. 

Finally, the Kieff Society haa undertaken, since 1873, to 
yearly publication of a most valuable systematic catalogue of 
paper* in mathematics, in natural science, pure and applied, and 
in medicine, published throughout Russia in the numerous, 
scientific publications which have grown up during the last ten 
years. These catalogues, which have reached during the but 
few years the size of large octavo volumes two hundred page* in 
extent for natural sciences and the same fjr medicine, are most 
valuable, as the number of provincial publications rapidly in¬ 
creases in Russia, and scientific papers of great value are virtu¬ 
ally buried am ong the publications of 'the statistical committees, 
provincial assemblies, local scientific societies, and so on. The 
last (tenth) volume of this catalogue contains an index for the 
whole series of ten volumes. 

The two las: volumes of the Memoirs ( Zafiski ) of the Kieff 
Society of Na’ura lists (vols. v. and vi. 1879-1882) contains, like 
the preceding ones, a good ma ly valuable pipers. In geology 
we fi ui several papers by Prof. Feofilaktoff and Schmalhausea. 
According to the former, the Eocene formation of the region 
has its central parts in the Government of Kieff, on the banks 
of the Dnieper. It consists of two series of deposits, the 
sandstones and sands of Traktemiroff, which only contain re- 
mai is of Moliusks ; and the Spondylus deposits which cover 
the former, and c msist of sands, Spondylus day, and greenish 
sinda with plants (vol. v. fasc. si. Thes; pUnt*, according to 
M. Schmalhausen’s researches, which will soon be published by 
the Society, are the Alga Chondrites, similar to the Eocene 
Chondrites Tar^ionii; a Conifer similar to the Araucarites 
Duchartrd; fruits 0 t Ntpadites, similar to those of tbe London 
clay ; and pieces of Conifer® and Palms and of a B.omelite 
(Br, Dolinskii, Schmalh.), fruits of tropical Leguminous {l^u* 
mi nosites Rogoxncni and Z. Peofi/aktotviL and leaves of Picus 
prise a. All these plants have been found in the upper parts of 
the clay* whilst in the sands that cover it M. Schmalhausen found 
a great num ber of stems and Daves of marine Monocotyledons, 
such as Can Unites Rogouricti (a new species akin to the Continues 
paris and a new species of Zortc rites, os well as parts of a 
new species of Gramiuea, Polocapyrum in;ertum (vol, vi. Pro - 
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a*dingt\> In ano Jier paper Prof. Feafilaktoff gives a description 
of the diluvium of Pokava (vol. vi. fasc. 1). It consists of three 
different series of deposits, namely, the lower boulder clay, the loess, 
and the upper boulder deposits. The yellow loess of Poltava is 
a quite characteristic loess, and*C;>ntains the usual Helix hispUa, 
Pupa muscorum , and Succinea oblonga t but it is well stratified at 
certain places, as it contains intermediate deposits of sandy clay. 
The upper boulder clay reaches a thicknesa of forty to fifty feet, 
and contains boulders five to ten feet in diameter. It consists 
of material* brought from the north, with a mixture of locil 
materials—chiefly of the underlying loess—without any kind of • 
stratification of the different elements of which it consists. M. 
Schra ilhausen gives a description, with a plate, of the stem of 
the Protopteru punctata, Sternb., from the Government of 
Volhynia. This sample seems to be the best known up to the 
present time, and M. Schmalhausen doubts whether this creta¬ 
ceous fern has been found anywhere in Western Europe in so 
well-preserved a state. The incomplete samples which were 
often found in Western Europe led to its being described under 
the names of FUicites punciatus y Sigillaria punctata , Caul op ter is 
punctata^ and Protopteru Sternbergs. A note by Prof. Borsch off, 
on the downs of the Kyzyl-Koum Steppe, has been previously 
noticed in the^e columns. We notice also several analyses of 
Caucasian mineral waters. 

The zoological papers are numerous and important. M. 
Krichaguin gives an account of his dredgings on the north¬ 
eastern coast of the Black Sea, and describes the following new 
species of Copepoda : MonstriUa intcrmedia y Afonstrilla ponttca, 
Longipedia pontica y Tichidiut Abrau, Canthocampux ceguipes and 
long icuudatus, Ltljeborgia ponlica, Cl eta brevirostris armata % C. 
Thalestris, and C, Liljdwrgia , Westwooiia ponttca ,, Thalestris 
ftlifera, and Qithona minuia . His conclusions are: that the 
fauna of the Black Sea has great originality, owing to the large 
number of original genera it contains; that the cosmopolite 
forms either appear as original species, or have a resemblance to 
the Mediterranean ones, and that those species which are common 
to the Black Sea and northern seas have undergone important 
modifications (vol. v. fasc. I). M. Sovinsky’s paper on the Amphi* 
pods of the Bay of Sebastopol (vol. vi. fasc. 1) contain* a complete 
monograph or the twenty seven species he has found in this bay, 
and a description of four new specie* of Sunamphitol y Dexamine , 
and Microdeutopus . Another paper by the same author (vol, vi. 
fane, a) contains a comparison, with plates, of the Red Sea 
species Virbius proteus , as well as the genera Nikoides and 
Afpkeodes, established by M. Paulson, with the Black Sea forms 
Vtrbius gracilis, flelL, Nikoides pontica, and the Mediterranean 
Aipheus dentipes , which are nearly akin to the above. M. 
BobreUky, who published, in 1870, in the Memoirs 0/ the Kieff 
Society oj Naturalists t a systematic description of Forty-three 
species of ‘Annelida Polychetta , has recently revised his determi¬ 
nations on the ground of new observations, as well as of the 
researches by MM. Claparide and Marion ; and, without seeking 
to establish new species, he has preferred to establish a com¬ 
parison between the Black Sea and Mediterranean forms, and to 
maintain only the three following new species: Polynod incerta, 
Ophelia taunca y and Terebetlides carnea t 
In the department of comparative anatomy we notice an 
elaborate paper by M, Rumshewich, on the development of the 
eye among Vertebrates, accompmied by numerous plates; on 
tne internal muscle* of the eye of Reptiles {Lacerta agilis, L. 
viridis, L . Stirpium, Che Ionia fluviatilis , and CA. midas), by 
the same; on the reproductive organs in Annelids, and on the 
origin of the blastoderm in insects, by M. Bobrerzky ; and on the 
structure of the brain in man, by M. Betz. 

Botany is repre&ented in volumes v. and vi,, only by lists of 
Phanerogams and of Algae in the district of Radomyal, on the 
Teterev Kiver, by M. Sovinaky; and chemistry by an elaborate 
paper, by M. Barzilovsky, on the nitrotoluols, 

After having largely contributed during the years 1855 to 
1865 to the purely geographical exploration of the unknown 
parts of Siberia and the adjacent countries, the East Siberian 
branch of the Russian Geographical Society entered upon 
a period of more thorough scientific exploration of Siberia 
itself. The merely geographical expeditions, such as that of 
MM. Czekanovski ana Miiller to the land of the Chuckchee 
became few and rare, and we now find the member* of the 
Society engaged in a complete exploration of the natural history 
of Siberia, so that the two last volumes of the Isvcstia 1 of the 


1 feveetta of the East Siberian branch of th* Russian Geographical 
Society, vola. ail. and xki. Irkutsk, t88i to 1863, 


East Siberian branch bring us a series of researches into the 
geology ant anthropology of Siberia. The first tank snkg 
uisss undoubtedly belmgs to the geological explorations around 
Lake Baikal, by M. Chsrsky. The young geologist of Irkutsk 
publishes for the fir*t ti ne a most interesting geological map of 
the coast* of Lake Baikal. It appears from thi* map that the 
great mass of the m mntains on the western shore of the lake 
consists of Laurentian crystalline slates, mostly chlorttic schists 
and gneisses, overlying the aphanite schists and Amphibolitic 
slates, with intercalation* of granites, granite-syenites, and por¬ 
phyries. The upper hofizm of the same formation consists of 
the same slates an l gneisses, with thick intermediate deposits of 
limestones. The whole i* covered to the west with Silurian 
deposits, a large Jurassic freshwater basin occupying the depres¬ 
sion of Irkutsk. Smaller depressions are occupied by freshwater 
Miocene depofits. The most important result of M. Chersky'# 
researches is that (as was foreseen on the ground of orographic 
and architectonic data) the depression of Lake Baikal i* not a 
longitudinal valley, as might be supposed at the first aspect. 
The chains of mountains we see on its western shore reappear 
ou the eastern shore, maintaining the same directioi from south¬ 
west to north-cast, and crossing the lake in the shape of sub¬ 
merged low ridges. On the south-eastern shore of Lake Baikal 
M. Chersky found the continuation of the high plateau of 
Eastern Siberia consisting of the same two parts of the 
Laurentian formation, and covered with bwer Silurian deposits, 
the depressions of which were occupied during the Tertiary 
piriod with freshwater ia'^es ; there are also numerous traces of 
great lakes which covered wide tracts during the Post-Glacial 
period. As to the glacial period, the number of accurate observa¬ 
tion 1 published by the East Siberian geologist* i* unfortunately 
not in proportion to the amount of theoretical discussion, the 
only sure and new facts we have to mention being the pre*ence 
of rocket moutonnMs y due to glaciation, on the northern shore of 
Lake Kossogol, that is, on the high plateau at the foot of its 
border-ridge, the Sayan Mountains (they were described by ihe 
late M. Czekanovski); traces of glaciation in the higher parts 
of this ridge; polished roches moutonneh at several places of the 
high plateau in the basin of Selenga, requiring, however, a more 
careful examination; and glacial deposits in the valley of the 
Irkut, due to local glaciers, whose extremities reached a height 
of less than 2000 feet above the pre ent s a level. 

The Siberian branch of the Geographical Society has taken, 
during the last few years, a lively intere*t in anthropology a ad 
archaeology, and we notice in the two last volumes of its hvestia 
a series of papers on this object. M. Vitkovsky’s excavations 
of grave-mounds of the Stone period on the left bank of the 
Angara, at the mouth of the Kitoy, and also of the sand-hills 
which were inhabited by prehistoric man, have yielded a very 
rich collection of bones and implements No less than twenty 
complete skeletons were dug out, twenty-five nephrite hatchets, 
numerous nephrite, jade, and quartzite arrow-points, bone 
needles and implements for fishing. The most interesting 
feature of these implements is the presence in very great num¬ 
bers of carved pieces of slate, pretty well polished, and represent¬ 
ing seals. They occur in Urge quantities (160 in M. Vitkovsky’s 
collection), and are of all sizes, from 150 millimetres to 15 
millimetres long. These carvings of seals, as well as other 
implements, are illustrated in the plate* which accompany M. 
Vitkovsky 3 s paper. The skulls testify that the inhabitants of 
ihe Downs were a mixture of dolichocephals and brachiooephal#, 
the former seeming to have predominated. The jade of which 
the hatchers were made was probably taken from the jade 
boulder a which are found in the valley of the Byelaya River in 
the Government of Irkutsk. We notice, also, most valuable 
papers by M. Agapitoff on the hieroglyphics on cliffs on the 
western shore of Lake Baikal; and on the remains of 
prehistoric man in the province of Irkutsk, and on Glkhon 
Island. The hieroglyphic inscriptions on cliffs which are to nume¬ 
rous in the district or Minusinsk (they were lately figured in the 
St, Petersburg Izvestia of the Geographical Society) were sup* 
posed to be very rare towards the east: but simply because they 
remained unknown. Those on Lake Baikal (reproduced in the 
Siberian Jssvettia) represent several men, of two different rises, 
reindeer, deer, birds, and, most probably, a horse with a man 
upon it The old graves am very numerous, too, on Olkhon 
Island, and they belong (according to the measurements of Ihe 
skull) to Mongolians, as well as the remains of stone walk which 
were;discovered on the shore of Lake Baikal. They contain iron 
implements, as -well as glass globules and amber pearls. 

The Siberian branch of the Oeogmphicd Society has also, 



NA TV RE 


38 i 


Amgust 16 , 1883 ] 


4vHng the last few year?, devoted much attention to the meteoro¬ 
logy of Siberia* and* besides the meteorological observations 
made at its stations, it has collected materials for ascertaining 
the dates of the freezing and breaking up of the ice in Siberian 
rivers* The Ibt of there dates for the rivers of Siberia for the 
3 ears 1874 to *1880 will certainly he consulted with profit* as 
also several brief notes on amber in Siberia, on chemical analyses 
of salt from various salt lake®, and of coral from the Nerchinsk 
district, and from the banks of the Amur* as also other smaller 
notes. 


EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCHES ON THE 
ELECTRIC DISCHARGE WITH THE CHLO¬ 
RIDE OF SILVER BATTERY 1 

' r HE authors recall that at the conclusion of the third part of 
1 their researches (PAH Trans . for June 11, Part I. vol. clxxi.) 

they stated that they intended to make an investigation on the 
dark discharge, and the special conditions of the negative dis¬ 
charge ; this paper contains a number of experiments, more 
especially on the latter subject, and also others intended to 
throw light on the general nature of the electric discharge 
through gases. 

The first part of the paper decribes j-ome experiments mrde 
with vessels of different forms in order to ascertain whether the 
dimensions and shape of the vessel have any effect on the 
pressure of minimum resistance to the electric discharge. This 
was found to be the case ; for example, with a residual air charge 
in a spheroidal vessel 7 inches (17*8 centime) long, and 5 inches 
(t2‘7 centims.) diameter (Fig. 1), the pressure of minimum 
resistance was as high as 3 miHims,, 3947 M ; while in a tube 
22*5 inches (57 centims.) lonp, and 1*625 inches. (4*1 centims.) 
diameter, it was only 0 69 millim., 908 M ; again in a smaller 
tube 23 inches (58*4 centims.) long, and 075 inch (1*9 centims.) 
diameter, it was I millim., 1316 M. It is evident, therefore, 
that not only the dimensions of the tube, but possibly also the 
shape of the terminals, have an influence on the pressure of 
least resistance, and it is very probable that in the atmosphere, 
where lateral expansion is practically unlimited, the conditions 
of minimum resistance are different from those which exist even 



in very large tubes, and that this may influence the height of the 
aurora. 

The paper next deals with the discharge in miniature tubes 
| inch (2‘2 centims.) Ion?, and i inch (0*63 centim.) diameter, 
with terminals nearly touching ; at first it required 2400 cells to 
pass, then a single cell would do so, but after standing a short 
time it required 4800 cells to reproduce a discharge. In 
another tube ij inch (4*4 centims.) long and | inch (0*95 
centim.) diameter), with the terminals distant 0*00104 inch 
(0*0264 millim.), it required 2240 cells to produce a discharge, 
ikon the potential had to be Increased to 11,240 cells to do so. 
Ultimately even this number foiled, but after the tube had lain 
by for some days 600 cells could pass. It is very possible that 
the strong discharge in the first instance volatilised a portion 
of the terminals which were of platinum, and that this volati¬ 
lised metal condensed afterwards, of else that the terminals ab¬ 
sorbed the gas so completely as to produce a vacuum too perfect 
to admit of a discharge taking place; and that ultimately suf- 
* Admit of the occluded gas was again given off to render it again 

pasdhfeu 

lit connection with the occiwion of gw by terminals a caw is 
described in which the terminals are of palladium and the charge 
hadrogen (Fig. a). After a few discharges the terminals oc- 
daded some of the gas, and when a fresh one ww produced a 
volatile compound of hydrogen and palladium ww riven off. 
entity from the negative, end produced a dense, mirror-like 
•aom&svg on the inalde of the tube (Fig. 3), this ww teooriuded 
by rinding for a couple of dayi, leaving the tube free, and again 


given off to form a new mirror-like Coating with a fresh dis 
charge ; this properly has continued since March, 1875. 

The paper next describes experiments to ascertain the length 
of the spark in dry air and in air saturated with moisture. It 
was found to be practically the same in both cases. With 10,860 
cells the mean length of the spark between two paraboloidal 
points was found to be in dry air 0*45 inch (I’l centims.), in 
moist air 0*447 inch (1*1 centims.)* 

The next subject taken up is the discharge iu a tube from two 
batteries, first in the same and then in contrary directions In 
the tube arc two terminals at each end, one pair at opposite ends 
being inclosed in two short pieces of tube 9 inches (22*8 cen¬ 
tims.) long and J inch (1*27 centims.) diameter; the main tube 
being 31 inches (95*2 centims.) long and 1} inch (4*4 centims,) 
diameter. The various phases of the stratified discharge are 
represented in an engraved mezzotint steel plate copied from 
photographs, and show the effect of the one Gratified dbcharge on 
another stratified discharge produced by a recond battery. It is 
seen that two discharges m contrary directions may take place in 
the same tube, and that the one modifies the aspect of the other. 

Experiments are also described in a tube in the form of a cross 
with four arms at right angles (Fig. 4), with two separate bat¬ 
teries connected in various ways with the different members. 



Fir. a. 


The experiments were made both in air and in hydrogen. By 
the introduction of external resistance of one of the batteries, the 
discharge could be readily identified as belonging to that battery 
by the effect of the resistance on the character of the stratifica¬ 
tion. In one of the mezzotint plates are several figures copied 
from photographs which show clearly the phenomena produced. 
Calling the poles f and N of one lottery, A, and Y and N' of 
the other, it, it is shown in one case when two currents were 
equal 0*0083 ampere, that a discharge from A battery goes from 
P m the direction of N only so far as the junction at the crois, 
and then turns off to n', the regative of the other battery b ; 
while, on the other hand, the discharge of the B battery goes 
from p* to n of the A battery. The case is different if an external 
resistance is introduced in one of the discharges, reducing it to 
o 00087 ampere, then the discharge of the A battery goes from p 
to n, and that of the B battery from V to N'. There is abending 
down, however, of the strata of the weaker discharge of the 
cross junction, in consequence of the action of the stronger one. 

The authors remark that one cannot but be impressed, from 
the experiments described iu the paper, and others in their 
former'papers, by the apparent plasticity of the aggregate assem- 



Fig. 3. 


blage of molecules constituting a stratum which yields to 
external influences that modify its form. 

The authors describe and figure a ca p e of complex strata in 
the form of an outer bracket convex towards the negative (Fig. 5), 
and close to it an inner chord; also discharges in various gases 
in tubes of large dimensions, 37 inches (94 centims.) long, and 
inches (14*8 centims.) diameter. In these the stratification, 
which U comparatively narrow at the terminals, extends in a 
conical form from the terminals to the full diameter of the tube. 

They have found that the dark space in the discharge in 
vacuum tubes is only relatively actinically dark in comparison 
with a stratum, and they succeeded in obtaining a photograph 
of the dark space in thirty-five minutes as strong as that from a 
stratum in two and a half seconds ; consequently they conclude 
that the dark space is 840 times less actinically bright than a 
stratum. 

The authors next describe a number of experiments, by means 
of a Thomas-Becker electrometer used on a method, to avoid 
leakage, proposed to them by Prof. Stokes, to ascertain the 
difference of potential in different parts of a vacuum tube having 
a number of rings sealed within it, also in other tubes of special 
construction. These bring out instructive information, in refer¬ 
ence not only to the relative resistances of different lengths of a 
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•column of gas at various pressures, but also forcibly to the 
impediment presented by the terminals themselves to the 
passage of a discharge from gas to terminal and terminal to gas. 

It is shown that, at moderate exhaut ta, the resistance to the 
passage of the discharge Is uniform along the length of the 
•column of gas, and that at high exhausts it is not so, and that 
the total resistance increases but slightly with an additional 
length of the column ; moreover, that, at these low pressures, 
the main impediment is in the passage of electricity between 
j!ts and terminal or terminal and gas; this is much greater at- 
the negative than at the positive terminal. 


The authors have next studied the electrical condition of a gas 
in the immediate vicinity of the negative terminal. In otderfo 
do this they constructed a tube 4! Inches (11*4 centime*) long 
and inches (4*8 centime.) diameter* One terminal is in the 
form of a point, the other in the form of a ring. The positive 
pole of the battery was connected with the point, and the 
negative either to the ring alone or to earth as well; the 
ring terminal of the tube was, when the battery was Insulated, 

; connected with earth either by means of a ftout wire or 3 feet 
(91*4 centime) of fine platinum wire, 0*002 inch (0x05 eentim,) 

| diameter, and offering a resistance of 8x ohms, or a moistened 



cork offering a resistance of 4,300,000 ohms. Tn the tube were 
sealed three idle wires, 1, 2, 3, covered with the exception of 
their extremities with fine glass tubing (Fig. 6), No. [ idle 
wire is 0*002 inch (0*005 eentim.); No. 2 o‘2 inch (0*5 eentim.); 
and No. 3 o*6 inch (re centims.) from the ring. The ring 
terminal, when connected to earth, was found to be always at 
zero potential; notwithstanding this there was frequently ob¬ 
served, more especially as the exhaust was increased, a negative 
potential when the idle wires were connected successively with 
the electrometer, amounting in one case with an air charge, 
pressure 0*01 minim., at wire No. 2, to ro68 cells at wires ! 


and 3 to 912 cells. At other times a plus potential was observed. 
Many experiments were made to determine the precise conditions 
which developed a negative potential or a positive potential, but 
unsuccessfully, and it was inferred that this depended on the 
condition of the discharge itself within the tube. It is certainly 
very remarkable that, while the potential of the negative ring 
was absolutely zero, a high negative potential should be deve- 
loped in its near vicinity. 

The authors remark that every one familiar with the appear¬ 
ance of a stratified discharge will have noticed when the negative 
terminal is a ring, that as the exhaust proceeds a spindle of light 
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approaches and at lost protrudes through the Interior of it 
(Fig- 7» M* 3t 4> .5); this spindle tljpy regard as a visible 
exponent of strong action among the molecules of gas composing 
it. In order to probe its electrical condition they prepared a 
tube with a central idle wire surrounded by a minute glass tube, 
except its extremity, and projecting to a distance of f inch (0*95 
eentim.) from the plane of the ring, which was made negative. 
Another idle wire was sealed in (he tube 0*15 inch (0*38 eentim.) 
from the periphery of the ring. As the exhaust proceeded with 
a charge of carbonic anhydride, the spindle approached the ring 
and ultimately protruded through it. It was found that the 


potential of the central idle wire Increased with the exhaust, 
until it nearly or quite equalled that of the whole tube 5 while 
that of the external idle wire was only 0*054 that of the 
ttibe. 

A great number of experiments were made to test the poteg* 
tial across a stratum a, and across a dark space r, 4 respett* 
tively, by two idle wires sealed m suitable positions in a tm, 
one of which was connected *wfrh earth, the other Jstyk the aj#e* 
tromtter (Fig. 7, 6). The gates used were carbonic anhydride 
and hydrogen respectively. As* mean of a great number'ef 
experiments it was found that when si dark spade Was sWumleS, 
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the potential being reckoned 1, then when & stratum was 
straddled the potential was 1 *243, 1 *229. 

On testing two idle wires distant 4 inch (1*6 centime.) apart 
with a Thomaon* Becker galvanometer, the current in this frac¬ 
tional part of a tube was found to go frequently in the reverse 
direction to that of the main current, and when the galvanometer 
was connected to two idle wires diametrically oppjsite, currents 





Fij. 8. 


were indicated sometimes in one direction, sometimes in another 
across the tube (Fig. 8), These experiments seem to indicate that 
there are eddies in the gas during a discharge, as if the motion 
of the molecules conveying an electric discharge was of an 
epicycloidal character. The authors conclude by saying that it 
is possible that the eddies may be connected with the production 
of strata. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Oxford. —We are requested to announce that the Savilian 
Professorship of Geometry is vacant, and an election to the 
office will be held before the end of Michaelmas Term (Dc-cem- 
ber 17)* A Fellowship in New College U now annexed 
to the Professorship. The duty of the Professor is to lecture 
aod give instruction in Pure and Analytical Geometry. 

The combined emoluments of the office from both sources 
will be, for the present, 700 1 a year, but may possibly hereafter 
he increased to an amount not exceeding 900/. a year. 

Candidates are requested to send to the Registrar of the Uni¬ 
versity their applications, and any documents which they may 
wish to submit to the electors, on or before Wednesday, 
October 31. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

Bulletin of the Belgian Royal Academy of Sciences, June.— 
On the action of amygdaline during the germination of bitter 
almonds, by M. A. Jorfcsen.—Determination of the specific heat 
of some organic bodies ; variations experienced by this quantity 
through change of temperature, by M. de Heen, Of the eleven 
substances examined, three only—the formic salts of sodium, 
calcium, and barium—maintained a perceptibly constant specific 
heat within the limits of a temperature ranging from XO° to 93° C. 
A considerable increase of specific heat was shown by most 6f 
the other bodies tested.—Note on a double series of equations, 
by M. E. Catelan.—Anatomical study of the ALschnines {YE. 
gratuRs and keros), by Baron Edm, de Selys Longchamps. Ap¬ 
pended is a complete tabulated classification of the Afischntdem 
(A&scbna of Fabricius and Latreitle).—On a deposit of Oldhamia 
radiata (Forbes) recently discovered in Tubize, Brabant, by M. 
C. Malaise. From its position in the Brabant schistose system 
the author is induced to refer this rock to the Lower Cambrian 

formations.—Attempted determination of the relation ^ of the 

"principal momenta of inertia in the terrextial spheroid, by M. E. 
Ronkar, In this paper a twofold series of calculations are 
made, based respectively on the hypotheses of LipecbiU and 
Laplace regarding the mean density of the crust of the earth.— 
Note by the editor on the explanation of the prevailing blue 
colour In luge volumes of pure water advanced by M. Montigny. 

Annalen der Phytik und Ckemie, July. — Electrical re* 

S by G. Quincke.—Researches on the slow discharge, by 
Hertz, with aix diagrams.—On due difference fn the 
from the positive and negative electrodes, by H. HeU- 
Uga.—New observations on the thermo* and actino* 
etotritity off rock crystal as a reply to a memoir of C. raidel 


and J. Curie, by W. Hauled,—On the variation of the magnetic 
coefficient with the hardness of steel, by Hugo Meyer.—On the 
coefficient of friction of mercury and its variation wbh the tem¬ 
perature, by Synesius Koch, with three diagrams,—Theory of 
light for perfectly transparent light, by W. Voigt.-—Concerning 
the theory of light, by E. Lommel.—On the sound of impinging 
flames, by K. Noack (three diagrams).—A new apparatus for 
showing Foucault’s stream*, by Dr, A. von Waltennofen.—On 
the relation between the fundamental note and overtones of 
transverse vibrations in open metal cylinders, by Hugo Feukner. 
—On the reciprocal of the straia of closely-tuned elastic bodies* 
by Dr. G. Krebs. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 
Sydney 

Linnean Society of New South Wales, June 27.—-Prof. 
W. J. Stephens, M.A., in the chair.— The following papers 
were read :—Descriptions of new genera and species of fishes by 
Charles W. De Vi**, B.A. Two genera are described, Dactylo - 
phora of the family Cirrkitida , and Lemc of the family Ambfyo - 
pitta , 'Fhe new species described are : Gtrella carbonaria, 
Girella neu rails , Dactylophora semima'ulala , Platyccphalus 
semermis , Poly turn us specular is, Leme monfax, Spkynctm 
strenua , Trochocopus sanguinolentus, Lahrickthys dux , Plagusia 
notata, Synaptura cinerea , and Crossorhinus ornatus. —A fourth 
paper on plants indigenou; in the immediate neighbmrh">od of 
Sydney, by Mr. E. Havilwd.—Localities of some species of 
Polynesian recent mollusca, by John Brazier, C.M.Z.S., &e. 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, August6.—M. Blanchard, president, 
in the chair.—Preliminary reports on the transit of Venus, 
December 2, 1882, at the Transit Stations of Haiti, by MM. 
D’Abbadie, Callandreau, and Chapuis ; of Mexico, by MM. 
Bouquet de la Grye, Heraud, and Arago ; of Martinique, by 
MM. Tisserand, Bigourdan, and Puiseux; of Florida, by M. 
Perrier; of Patagonia, by M. Fleuriais; of Chili, by MM. de 
Bernardi&res, Barnaud, and Favereau ; of Chubut, by M. Hatt; 
of Monte Video, by M. de Penfentenyo ; of Rio-Ncgro, by M. 
Perrotin ; of Cape Horn, by M. Courcelle-Setieuil; of Bravado, 
by M. Perrin. These reports, deposited with the Secretary of 
the Academy on the return of the several expeditions, are here 
collected together for the convenience of astronomical students. 
—Active or dynamic resistance of solids. Graphic representa¬ 
tion of the laws of longitudinal thrust applied to one end of a 
prismatic rod, the other end of which is fixed (concluded), by 
MM, de Saint-Venant and Flamant.—In reply to a recent com¬ 
munication by M. Jarain on the critical point of liquefied gases, a 
letter was read from Mr. W. Ramsay, who claims priority of dis¬ 
covery, and points out that he had already determined the 
critical point fn a memoir which appeared in the Proceedings of 
the Royal Society for April 22 and December 16, 1880.—On the 
application of Ampere’s method to the investigation of the ele¬ 
mentary law of electric induction by variation of intensity, by 
M. Quet,-—On boron, by M. A. Joly. In this paper the author 
determines the existence of a combination of boron and carbon, 
reserving for a future communication a study of the various com¬ 
pounds containing these two elements.—^On the blood plaqucttes 
of M. Bizzozero, and on Norris's third or invisible blood cor¬ 
puscle, by M. G. Hayem. It is shown that the so-called 
” plaquettes,” claimed by Bimzero as a new discovery In the 
Italian Archives of Biology for January, 1882, et j*y. ( are simply 
the w hsematoblasts" already described by M, Hayem. On the 
other hand Norris's '‘third or invisible corpusxle,*’ which had 
been identified with the haematoblasts, appears not to be a new 
element at ail, but merely an artificial product resulting from the 
various manipulations to which the blood had been subjected by the 
English observer, — Experimental researches on some phenomena 
relative to the absorption of animal fats, by M. A. Lebedeff. —On 
the true character of the ophthalmic affection known as astigmatic 
ker&tite, by M. G. Martin*—New researches on the curve of the 
muscular snook in various affections of the nervo-muscular sys¬ 
tem, with three illustrations, by M. Maurice Mendelssohn.— 
Influence of sea water on freshwater animals, and of fresh water 
on marine fauna, by M. Felix Plateau.—On barometric pressure 
in connection with igneous eruptions, by M. Fr. Laur. It is 
argued that gaseous and other eruptions are due exclusively ta 
rapid variations of atmospheric pressure. 
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Berlin 

Physiological Society, July ao.—Prof, Kronecker reported 
a number of investigntions recently carried out in the divi¬ 
sion of the Physiological Instigate under bis care: Dr. Open- 
schewsky had continued his observations! communicated at 
the meeting of June 15 (Nature, vol. xxviii, p. 264), regarding 
the influence of the vagus on rhythmical movements of the 
cardia produced by artificial anaemia. As the result of his 
further examination he found that the vagus sent two branches 
of nerves to the cardia: one causing it* contraction, the other, 
when alone stimulated, its dilatation. In the vagus trunk the 
enlarging nerves were in the preponderance, and, on the whole 
of the vagus being stimulated, induced an interception of the 
contrac ions of the cardia. In a demonstration of the experiment 
it was shown that after destruction of the stimulating branch of 
the vagu- the irritation of its trunk invariably provoked dilata¬ 
tions of the cardia.—Dr. Jacob had mode experiments regard¬ 
ing the strength and rhythm of the movements of the uteru and 
regarding the influence on these movements of a number of sub¬ 
stance , such a, secale, ether, chloral, strychnine.—Herr Aron- 
sohn hud instituted a long series of observations on the physi¬ 
ology of smell, observations which he himself communicated to 
the meeting. it is well known that Weber, from experi¬ 
ment* made with eau-de-cologne, had laid down the state¬ 
ment hitherto universally accepted that gaseous substances 
were alone capable of stimulating the extremities of the olfac¬ 
tory nerve-. In opposition, however, to this doctrine there was 
the fact of fishes being able to smell, a fact Herr Aronsohn 
conclusively established. Ants’ eggs, which are greedily de¬ 
voured by goldfishes, he saturated with a strong flavour of 
asafeetida, and on placing them within reach of a number of 
hungry goldfishes they all darted away from the otherwise 
savoury food. He therefore repeated Weber's experiment ex¬ 
actly in the manner prescribed, and had, like him, his sense of 
smell affected only during the infu>ion of the eau-de-cologne 
solution. Immediately, however, such an intense sensation 
of pain was experienced, that the experiment had very soon 
to be abandoned. It' was evident that Weber's solution 
was much too concentrated, and that in order to achieve trust¬ 
worthy results dilutions of much larger proportion would have 
to be made use of. Moreover, for the purpose of solution, 
instead of the water which produced so powerful an effect on the 
tissue, the common salt solution of ‘6 per cent., which was of 
indifferent effect, would require tu be employed. Finally the 
du ; temperature would have to be imparted to the fluid. Under 
these conditions a long series of experiments was now instituted 
with oil of nettles, camphor, eau-de-cologne, and other smelling 
-ubstances. In far the greater number of cases these experi¬ 
ments yielded pusitive results. Granted that the solutions had 
the necessary degree of dilution (which among the different ma¬ 
terials varied from *1 to *ooi per cent.) and the due temperature 
(which might ra ge from yj* to 62° C., though from 40° to 
44* C. proved the most suitable), then on their application to 
the nostrils a decided and lasting smell was perceived. These 
experiments were not only carried out by Herr Aronsohn him¬ 
self, but were repeated by other competent observers, the due 
degrees of dilution and temperature, which differed according to 
the different observers, producing always the same effect. The 
re ult in the one case as in the other was invariably positive, and 
went to refute the hitherto current notion that gaseous substances 
alone affected the * ease of smell and that fluids bad no effect on the 
olfactory nerves. On emptying out the fluid there was mostly 
always left a scent of which one remained sensible for a very 
considerable time* Contrary to former declarations the breath 
emitted from the lungs also decidedly affected the olfactory 
nerves, provided the experiment were conducted in such a way 
that the particles to be smelted on expiration could reach the 
upper parts of the nostril. Herr Aronsohn finally made ob¬ 
servations tending to establish the liability to weariness of the 
sense of smell, a fact of which any one might readily convince 
himself by the following experiment:—Let tiim take two roses, 

A and B, as like each other as p jssible ; let him now first smell 
A for fifteen consecutive seconds, an 1 then on trying B he will 
find it has very much less scent, or none at all. Let the olfactory 
sense now recover itself, and then let him, conversely, first smell 
B for fifteen seconds, and pass to A; he will now find the 
same defective or negative scent in A as formerly in B.—Dr. 
Kircef directed his observations towards the discovery of 
the conditions determining the fact that now and again, 
by the cutting of one carotid animals could not be bled, 


but in order to this end a second carotid must also Be 
cut. In the pursuit of this problem a series of important 
facts came to light demanding farther searching study, and which 
therefore can here for the present only be alluded to. In all the 
larger arteries it has been observed that on the cutting of a blood 
vessel only a certain fraction of the total blood, from about two- 
thirds to five-sevenths, runs away, and then without any visible cause 
the bleeding stop, th ugh the wound is still gaping wide, and no 
trombus is forthcoming. Let another equally large artery be 
opened, and a quantity of blood, often considerable, wilt i-sue 
from it In turn, and then of i'self cease ; and still a third artery 
may be cut, which will again yieM a further bleeding. The 
quantity of blood circulating in the body has no influence on 
this; phenomenon. From a certain artery the same quantity of 
blood was discharged, alike whether a *6 per cent solution of 
common salt was beforehand largely injected into the animal, or 
a portion of blood withdiawn from it beforehand. Just as little 
influence has the blood pres-ure on the quantity of blood shed 
through the cutting of a larger artery. In an animat one arteria 
ftmorahs was freely cleared out of its integuments for a con¬ 
siderable extent of its surroundings, while another was left in its 
natural position. The last on being cut shed a certain quantity 
of blood at double the speed, «.r. in half the time taken by the 
freely cleared artery, The vagus showed a very remarkable 
influence on the bleeding from a cut artery, an influence to be 
further traced and demonstrated in the continuation of the 
experiments. 
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DECENTRALIS A TION IN SCIENCE 

T HE increasing recognition of the importance of the 
natural sciences in education, the daily augmenting 
numbers of those who devote themselves to the practical 
cultivation of these sciences, and the still more rapid 
growth of a widespread general interest in and sympathy 
with such pursuits have been noticed with no small satis¬ 
faction by all to whom the progress of natural knowledge 
is dear. It is impossible even plausibly to conjecture 
what changes this awakening may eventually involve. At 
the conclusion of the disastrous Prusso-Austrian war one 
of the members of the Austrian Reichsrath began his 
speech by insisting that the first question to be decided in 
the reconstruction of his country was whether the doctrines 
of Darwin were true or not. This may have been an 
exaggerated way of putting the matter, but already we see 
in how many directions the doctrine of evolution is 
capable of application to social problems. 

There is one aspect of the increasing attention to the 
cultivation of science which perhaps the students of science 
have not sufficiently considered, but which certainly 
merits their careful attention—the growing tendency to 
decentralisation which is in progress among us. To 
realise what this tendency is and what it is leading to we 
should contrast the present condition of things with what 
existed twenty years ago or more. For one school in 
which science was taught then, there are a hundred 
wherein it is taught now. New colleges have been 
founded in various centres of industry for special instruc¬ 
tion in science. New professorships for the cultivation of 
different branches of science have been established at 
some of the older seats of learning. Parliament votes 
an annual sum of 4000/. for the encouragement of original 
research. New journals for the illustration of scientific 
progress have been started. Almost every large publish¬ 
ing firm has organised a series of science class-books, 

Ab a result of this accelerated activity a great stimulus 
has been given to local effort in the prosecution of scien¬ 
tific studies. Field clubs and societies have sprung up 
all over the country. From modest beginnings some of 
these organisations have attained not inconsiderable im¬ 
portance. Their membership has steadily grown. Their 
funds have proportionately increased. They have not 
contented themselves with merely meeting for pleasant 
gossip, though this too they have been far from despising, 
They have encouraged original observation among their 
members, and have published in their annual volumes of 
Proceedings some really valuable contributions to science. 
Ydar by year these volumes make their appearance, until 
they now form a notable feature in the scientific literature 
of our time. The local character of the organisation 
stimulates a local esprit de corps. The flora, or fauna, or 
geology of the locality attracts the activity of the mem¬ 
bers, who are proud to add to what may already have been 
known on the subject But topics of a more general 
kind ate likewise included, and sometimes a paper of 
high importance makes its appearance side by side with 
the local contributions. In this way an outlet is furnished 
for the scientific ardour of the district; The meetings 
and discussions keep alive a general interest, and the 
Voh. xxvm.—No. 731 


publication of the Proceedings encourages the working 
members to continue their researches. 

The rapid appearance and multiplication of these local 
centres of scientific activity must materially influence the 
future progress of science among us. In what various 
directions this influence may make itself felt remains to 
be seen. But there is one in which it cannot but be 
potent, and to which brief allusion may be made here. 
Not many years ago the metropolitan scientific societies 
were justly regarded as the great centres of progress in 
science—the heart that sent its intellectual life-blood to 
the remotest parts of the kingdom. But even their most 
devoted champions must admit that in this respect they 
do not now generally fulfil the part they formerly played, 
and that they are doing so less and less every year. Of 
course the Royal Society has always stood and will always 
stand alone and without rival. But such a society as the 
Geological has competitors all over the country, which, 
though they may not be individually formidable, yet col¬ 
lectively withdraw not a little of the energy which would 
otherwise have gone to recruit the parent society here. 
Every English geologist is proud of the part which the 
Geological Society of London has taken in the progress 
of geology, and would like to see the Society retain its 
influence and position. But the circumstances under 
which it was founded seventy-six years ago have entirely 
changed, and its preeminence and continued usefulness 
must depend upon other conditions than those which gave 
it so honoured a place in the early part of the century. 

It would of course be absurd to speak of the existence 
of any rivalry between the provincial and metropolitan 
societies. There is ample room for alL But if there is 
no rivalry among them there is just as little cooperation. 
They all act with the most complete independence of each 
other, and if in some cases they occupy the same ground 
and do the same work, there is no means at present of 
preventing this. Now the question arises, whether the 
general progreas of science could not be benefited by the 
establishment of some concert between the older or 
mother societies here and the numerous societies, insti¬ 
tutes, field clubs, and other organisations of the provinces. 
These provincial associations have increased and are ii - 
creasing so rapidly, they are becoming so important a 
factor in the cultivation of the natural sciences through¬ 
out the country, absorbing as they do so much of the 
talent, energy, and money of the well-wishers of these 
sciences, that the time has probably come for asking 
whether some scheme of cooperation might not now be 
devised whereby they and the London societies would in 
some way be conjoined for the furtherance of their com¬ 
mon objects. Obviously subjects which are preeminently 
local should be left in the hands of the local organisa¬ 
tions. On the other hand, general questions, especially 
those bearing on scientific theory or classification, might 
be most effectually dealt with by the more important 
metropolitan bodies. We refer of course mainly to pub¬ 
lication. The local societies would feel justly aggrieved 
were they asked to deprive themselves of the pleasure of 
starting new hypotheses and running down old ones. 
But they might be content with this pleasure at their 
meetings without wasting their funds and loading scien¬ 
tific literature by printing their vagaries in the Proceed* 
mgs . The central societies also, by giving up the puhlt- 
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cation of unimportant and especially of local details, 
would be better able to concentrate their strength on 
large questions, to the notable increase of the value of 
their Transactions or Proceedings. That such a re¬ 
arrangement of effort would involve many practical diffi¬ 
culties is sufficiently obvious, and that the machinery 
might ne/er be made to work smoothly may likewise be 
granted. Yet surely it would be well worth while to try 
whether some of the energy which at present is wasted or 
misdirected could not be utilised to the manifest advantage 
of that progress which all have sincerely at heart. 

Students who have occasion to keep themselves ac¬ 
quainted with the current literature of their respective 
sciences naturally grumble at the constant increase in the 
number of journals, Proceedings , Transactions, &c., which 
they must painfully look over. But this increase is in¬ 
evitable. What we should aim at is not its curtailment 
so much as its methodical arrangement. If certain 
societies would only publish papers in particular depart¬ 
ments of a science, it would be infinitely easier to follow 
the yearly advance made in that science. The metro¬ 
politan societies might annually issue with their own 
Proceedings brief digests of the additions to our know¬ 
ledge made by the country organisations and otherwise, 
so as to comprise within the boards of one volume a view 
of the whole progress in theory and detail achieved by each 
science in this country. At all events some means should 
be devised of enabling the older and the younger and 
less ambitious societies to draw together into concerted 
action, either by formal arrangement or by informal and 
friendly correspondence. 


ESSA VS IN PHILOSOPHICAL CRITICISM 
Essays in Philosophical Criticism . Edited by Andrew 
Seth and R. B. Haldane, with a Preface by Edward 
Caird. (Longmans, Green, and Co., 1883.) 

NEof the most interesting among the intellectual 
movements now taking place in this country is the 
growth and development of that system of philosophical 
thought which began with Kant, flourished in Germany, 
and, spreading to England, has only just begun to take 
root in the minds of some of our ablest thinkers. It is a 
curious thing to see this exotic springing up thus 
vigorously side by side with our endemic productions— 
the one like a vine creeping with the tendrils of its subtle 
and sensitive analysis ; the others, like our British oaks, 
contented sturdily to rest in the stiff soil of experience 
without seeking for any supports in the thin air of meta¬ 
physics. So rarely has this foreign plant found its way 
across the Channel that until within the last few years it was 
scarcely ever to be met with even in the more cultured of 
our philosophical pleasure-grounds. Probably the last of 
all the gardens into which it is likely to find its way is 
that of natural science, and therefore we publish this 
short notice in order to inform any of ow readers who 
may desire to see the plant in question where they may 
profitably go to see it, and have all its main features ex¬ 
plained to them in admirable English and with the least 
possible expenditure of time. For these u Essays in 
Philosophical Criticism *’ only cover 277 pages, are all 
written by men of marked ability, who are well saturated 
with the philosophy which they undertake not only to 
expound but to extend. 


The pages of Nature, however, are not adapted to# 
criticism of such a u Criticism ” as a whole; were such the 
case we should of course have taken the works of Professors 
Green and C&ird as the representative expositions in this 
country of the German school of philosophical thinking. 
But there is one important point of contact between this 
school of thinking and that of natural science which does 
come within the province of the latter to examine, 
and it is because this point is prominently put forward in 
the book before us that we have chosen these “ Essays B as 
the subject of our review. The point to which we allude 
is the doctrine that science can no longer afford to dis¬ 
regard the revelations of transcendental analytic ; that if 
any considerable progress is henceforward to be made in 
the investigation of the facts of nature, it can only be 
done in the light which is shed by the “ theory of know¬ 
ledge,” and that if u a man of science” does not happen 
to be acquainted with the use of the “ categories,” his 
education is in as sorry a case as that of a young lady 
who has never been taught the use of the globes : “ he 
perpetually raises difficulties insoluble for himself in his 
own department by the dogmatic application of mistaken 
categories.” Now we have had the good fortune to meet 
no small number of young ladies who know their 
geography sufficiently well without ever having attained 
to the use of the globes, and we have met with a still 
greater number of “men of science” who have done 
exceedingly good work “ in their own department,” with* 
out ever having heard of the “ categories,” May it not 
be that both the schoolmistresses and the philosophers 
are alike in somewhat unduly magnifying their office? As 
regards the philosophers, this is the only point with 
which we are here concerned. 

In the concluding paragraph of a highly interesting and 
ably written essay by Mr, R. B, and Mr. J. S. Haldane,, 
on “The Relation of Philosophy to Science,” it is said 
by way of summary: “ Such considerations point towards 
what seems to be becoming the conclusion of the present 
time—that science and philosophy .can no longer be 
kept wholly apart from one another.” The consi¬ 
derations which lead to this conclusion briefly stated 
are as follows Science has hitherto been concerned 
only with the lower categories of substance, quantity* 
causation, mechanism, &c., to the exclusion of those 
higher conceptions of organism and teleology, without 
which it is impossible to take a full or comprehensive 
view of all the facts which fall to he explained. Thus* 
for instance, if biology restricts itself to investigating 
the phenomena of life only under the categories of 
mechanism and causation, it can never attain to the all 
round understanding of the facts of its own subject-matter 
as afforded by that changing of the points of view 
which is rendered possible by the use of the conceptions 
above mentioned. These conceptions amount to regard¬ 
ing an organism as something more than a mechanism 
which stands to be investigated by measurement and the 
tracing of physical cassation alone—to regarding an 
organism as that which exhibits the peculiarity of every 
part being acted on by the other parts, and by the environ¬ 
ment, so as to form a self-conserving system, of which, it 
is "the essential feature of each part that it is a member 
of an ideal whole”—morphological structure, physio- 
logical function, growth, development, decay, and death 
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being all teleological factors in the expression of this 

“Meat* 

Now in the first place we do not require a revelation 
from another sphere to tell us that “there's ne'er a villain 
dwelling in all Denmark but he's an arrant knave,” and 
biologists may similarly remark that they do not require 
any transcendental analytic to inform them that an or¬ 
ganism is something more than a mechanism. But it is 
indeed a startling announcement to be told that in the 
investigation of an organism we are to rise above “the 
category of causation," and carry into our inquiry the 
conception of teleology. And still more startling is this 
announcement when we are told that the teleology which 
we are thus to embrace is not in any way connected with 
the hypothesis of a designing mind, but is a something 
which we ourselves are, as it were, to read into the facts 
which we investigate, by means of a “creative synthesis 
of thought.” It is here, we think, that the “men of 
science” ought to take their stand ; we are all agreed 
that an organism is something more than a mechanism, 
but we are not agreed that in any department of science 
are we justified in quitting the category of causation. On 
the contrary, for our own part we decidedly maintain that 
this is the category the limits of which mark the limits of 
all scientific research, and that in whatever degree science 
presumes to overstep these limits, in that degree has it 
ceased to be science and become metaphysical specula¬ 
tion. Moreover, we should say that the speculation is, 
'so far as science is concerned, of an exceedingly vicious 
kind. It was bad enough to have the “ final causes ” of 
the older teleologists posited as the ultimate touchstones 
of scientific truth; but it seems to us much worse to 
have a system of teleology of our own manufacture put 
into its place. Thus, to take an illustration, it is the out¬ 
come of a judicious “application of the categories" to 
assert that a great gulf is fixed between the living and the 
not living in nature, and therefore that “ we can never 
hope to find a case of abiagenesis as a matter of fact." 
Now we conceive it is the part of a man of science as such 
to entertain no such bold statement as this. It is, to use 
a term of which this school of philosophers is particularly 
femdj the worst form of “dogmatism" thus to affirm, on 
grounds of metaphysical speculation alone, the antecedent 
impossibility of any discovery in science—most of all 
with reference to a matter touching which we are so much 
in the dark. If our working biologists were ever to adopt 
the categories as guides to their methods of inquiry, here 
is a case in which all attempts at inquiry would be barred 
by an a priori dogma ; and the same is true of every other 
case where the “category of causation" is sought to be 
overshadowed by “the higher categories." Thus, to take 
another example, in order to show the necessity for the 
employment of these higher categories in science, it 
ft aygued that the regeneration of the amputated limb 
of the newt is “ wholly unintelligible,” save as an 
expression of the teleological impulse to the, recon¬ 
struction of our Ideal type or organism. But, without 
waiting to ask what becomes of such an impulse in the 
case of any of the higher Vertebrata when similarly muti¬ 
lated (perhaps the matter in this case is “wholly unin¬ 
telligible,” but whether or no the illustration can scarcely 
be deemed a happy one), we object, in the first place, 
that by discarding the category of causation an a priori 


barrier is arbitrarily set up against any scientific inquiry 
into the facts ; and in the next place, that the higher 
categories cannot possibly furnish any semblance of what 
may properly be termed an * explanation,” To say that 
“ each cell is directly determined in its action simply by 
what it has to do in order that the vital activity of the 
newt may be restored to its normal condition," is not to 
explain the process ; it is merely to restate the fact. And 
in all similar cases the so-called “explanation" which is 
furnished by the higher categories amounts to nothing 
more than saying that the thing to be explained is what 
it is The truth, in short, is that outside the category of 
causation we cannot explain anything in a scientific sense. 
We may change our “ point of view ” as often as we choose 
by regarding a thing now as mechanism, now as organ¬ 
ism, now as beautiful, again as moral, and (if we may be 
allowed to add to the categories) lastly as comical But 
by thus changing our point of view we are in no wise 
adding to our knowledge in the way of explanation ; we 
are merely regarding one aspect of a thing to the exclu¬ 
sion of its other aspects. 

Let it not be thought that in making these remarks 
we are actuated by any animus against the transcendent- 
alists. In the region of philosophy their “Copemican 
change of thought,” which makes the universe revolve 
round the philosopher, may be a change fraught with all 
the importance which its adherents claim for it. With 
this, as we have said, we are not here concerned ; we arc 
only considering the system “from one point of view," or 
in its relation to science, and here we find that its teach¬ 
ing appears to be seriously at fault. We have endeavoured 
to show that it is not only of no use to puzzle the “ plain 
man ” of Locke in the person of the modern biologist by¬ 
telling him that “ the organism, qud organism, is not in 
space at all;" but that even if the biologist could be 
made to understand what is meant by such a statement, 
his acceptance of the meaning would be worse than use¬ 
less to him in his work. Far, therefore, from feeling 
with our authors that for “such a class (*>. specialists 
in science) the mastery of the critical investigations of 
Kant and Hegel, or at least of conceptions which have 
been profoundly influenced by these writers, will in the 
near future be absolutely essential,” we believe that the 
less men of science, in their capacity as such, have to do 
with these investigations the better will it be for the pro¬ 
gress of their own. And, on the other hand, seeing that 
the critical philosophers are so ready with their advice, 
we may in our turn conclude with a word of advice to 
them, by observing that it will be the better for the credit 
of their system if they cease from their kindly endeavours 
at teaching our Hannibals to fight. 

Geoage J. Romanes 

LETTERS tO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by * * correspondents ., Neither can he undertake to return , 
or to correspond with the writers of reacted manuscripts. 
No notice is taken oj anonymous communications. 

[The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their Utters 
as short as possible, The pressure on his spice is so groat 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and mod facts.} 

Simultaneous Affections of the Barometer 
I have just read in the columns of your journal the very 
interesting communication (Bart II,) from Mr. A, N. Pearson 
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regarding the transmission eastwards of barometric movements, 
ani in which he likewise alludes to simultaneous affections of the 
barometer. Speaking of these latter he says: 11 As to the 
cause of the e widely distributed simultaneous movements of the 
barometer ... I have no evidence of any value. The most 
natural idea is that a connection direct or indirect may be traced 
between them and changes in the state of solar energy., ... I 
have not a sunspot curve for the years under consideration, and 
cannot therefore make the necessary comparisons." 

I may mention that simultaneous affectbns of atmospheric 
pressure were fir t observed by the late John Allan Broun, and 
that 1 have compared his instances with sunspot records. The 
results of this comparison were published last year in the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the Literary and Philosophical Society of Manchester. 
I have not the volume here with me, but if my memory does not 
deceive me an increase of pressure was found to be associated 
with increasing unspots and a decrease of pressure w ith decreas¬ 
ing sunspot . Balfour Stewart 

Devonshire, Augu t 17 


Dreaming 

Instances have lately been described in Nature of remark¬ 
able formation or perversion of dreams at the instant of waking. 
Allow me to offer you the following, which was vividly impressed 
on my mind, and which 1 still rememter with the utmost 
accuracy :— 

In the summer of 1822, when an undergraduate of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, I was permitted to reside in College rooms 
during the summer long vacation. As fires w ere not wanted in 
our sitting-rooms it was customary for each resident's bedmaker 
or other officer to carry his water-kettle for breakfast and tea to 
the College kitchen, and bring it back with water boiling. On 
one occasion I had overslept my usual hour, and I dreamed a 
dream. I was at the gate of a country farmyard well known to 
me, and there catnc a long procession of horses, asses, oxen, 
hogs, *hccp, and all the animals usually to be found in a farm¬ 
yard, followed by a north-country drover with his plaid or maude 
crossed over his shoulder, who walked up to me and said, "Sir, 
I have brought your cattle.” In an instant I perceived and 
actually heard (so intimately were the auditory sound r and the 
intellectual interpretation intermixed) that my bedmaker was at my 
chamber door calling to me, "Sir, I have brought your kettle/’ 
The hearing had been confused ; there had beeu no reasoning',; 
but there hod been instantaneous vigour of creative imagination. 

An admirable instance of the same kind is described in the 
last chapter of Scott's " Rob Roy." Scott appears to have 
been in some measure a student of dreams. I refer with plea¬ 
sure to the description of Fitzjames’s dream, after a day of 
labour and an evening of excitement, at the end of the first 
canto of “The Lady of* the Lake." A. 13 , G. 

August 18 


Thunderstorms and Aurorae 

I wouid like to ask if any observer has ever suggested a 
possible connection between thunderstorms and the aurora? 
Last evening a very heavy shower, accompanied by much 
lightning, passed to the north of this place. Other black clouds 
were seen to the south and west, and at nine o’clock flashes of 
lightning might be seen darting across the clouds in nearly all 
directions. It was evident that the air was heavily charged with 
electricity. Just before retiring, about midnight, I looked from 
ray window to see if a shower was srill threatened at this point. 
I round the heavens quite clear except in the north, where a dark 
moss of clouds still hung. At the eastern extremity of this 
cloud-bank a rift several degrees wide commenced and extended 
nearly to the north-western horizon* Frequent flashes of light¬ 
ning lit up the edges of this rift, while beyond the clouds the 
clear sky was seen to be brightly illumined by a steady auroral 
glow. The glow continued nearly unchanged during the several 
minutes which I watched it, and ft was quite evident that it was 
a genuine aurora, and not a reflection of the lightning flashes. Is 
it not probable that the same electrical state of the atmosphere 
which produces the thunderstorms may also cause the aurora, 
and that the two phenomena may often occur together ? 

Lewiston, Maine, Xf.R.A., July 6 E. R. Chadbov&n 

“ Elevation and Subsidence ” 

Quoting Prof. Geiklc’s “ Text-book,” Mr. Starkie Gardner 
seys; * # Strata of sedimentary origin which have accumulated to 
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thousands of feet in thickness, may be depressed deep beneath 
the surface and brought within the influence of rnetamorphosuft* 

. , /' He continues; “This is an absolute admission that at 
some depth, relatively not great, pressure converts solid into 
viscous or fluid strata." A few lines further: “ If the mere 
pressure of overlying strata can anywhere or at any depth render 
rocks molten or fluid, they will become molten or fluid wherever 
the required pressure occurs.” But is not the supposition the 
exact reverse of what is really the case, viz. that not only dees 
pressure not liquefy rocks but actually prevents their rnekkig 
at a temperature at which they would melt were the pressor* 
removed ? Mr. Gardner himself admits this in the case of the 
nucleus, i.e. when we come to very extreme pressures; how then 
can pressures of an intermediate order of magnitude have the 
opposite effect? This is surely not the view of Prof. Geikie. 
The passage quoted by Mr, Gardner from his work refers to the 
fusion of rocks by the high temperature found at great depths. 

If Mr. Gardner means to imply, a b some of his expressions 
strongly suggest, that the cause of the high temperature of the 
interior of the earth is the pressure of the superincumbent rocks, 
it would be interesting to know how he reconciles his theory 
with the principle of the conservation of energy. Heat is energy, 
pressure is force. Force can only give rise to a manifestation or 
energy by acting through a finite distance, the energy manifested, 
or 14 work done,” being the product of the force and the distance 
through which it acts. If either factor be zero, the other not 
being infinite, the product is also zero. The application to the 
case in hand is too obvious to require statement. 

Trinity College, Cambridge, August 4 F. Young 


Insects and Flowers 

Having this morning received the last number of the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the Li tin can Society containing Mr. A. W. Bennett's 
and Mr. Christy’s observations on the constancy of insects in 
their visits to flowers, it occurred to me, after reading only the 
first page, to see how insects behaved in my own garden, where 
there is a great variety of plants. I had not read the conclu¬ 
sions of either author, and had no preconceived opinion on the 
subject. The results were noted at once, and were as follows:— 

1. P. rapet (small white butterfly) on a bed containing white 
and rose-coloured double and single stocks also, scarlet pelar¬ 
goniums and pink phlox ; visited single white .-docks only, going 
all round the circle in which they were planted ; then flew off, 
made a dive at a white phlox, but did not aUgbt, hovered 
about some little time without alighting, and finally went out of 
sight. 

2. Same species ; two individuals on a bed of scarlet pelargo¬ 
niums edged with sulphur-coloured pansy (? Viola lulea, var.). 
One butterfly kept to the pelargoniums, paying repeated visits f 
the other did the same with the pansies. 

3. Same species on a bed of dark purple pansies with bright 
yellow eye, crossed and edged with orange French marigolds, 
Two individuals visited both plants promiscuously, but the mari¬ 
golds oftenest. A P. napi (green-veined white butterfly) did 
the same. Vanessa urtiae (small tortoiseshell butterfly) on flit 
same bed visited only the marigolds. This species seems re* 
markably partial to yellow. 

4. P. rap# on a bed of scarlet pelargonium and pale blue 
pansy with dark centre and pale yellow eye intermixed. Visited 
the pansies very often; the pelargoniums once only during 
observation. 

5. Same s[*ecies on Lylhrum salicaria remained a long time 
visiting different spikes, then flew round, neglecting all other 
flowers till it found another plant of the same kina, which ft 
continued on as long as I watched it. 

Botnhus lucorum . This bee was very abundant both workers 
and females. I watched them on a mixed bed which contained 
Pmtstmon harhaiutn (dull scarlet), African marigolds (yrilowfc 
Antirrhinum majus (crimson), pansies, both dark purple and 
yellowish white, and mignonette. The favourite plant was the 
pentstemon, especially with the 9 . They got at the nectary 
by inserting the proboscis in a hole eat near the base of the 
corolla. The next favourites were the marigolds. One indi¬ 
vidual confined himself exclusively to the antirrhinum. fo 
one case only did I observe a bee to change from one kind sf 
flower to another, though 1 lopped out especially to see if flwjf 
did so. This whs a bee whfeja from a crimson petunia. 1 *, 
an antirrhinum of very nearly the asms shade of crimson. 7 
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Afit meUifica (hive bee) on the above bed confined itself to the 
mignonette. This remark applies to several individuals. 
Chester, August 17 Alfred O. Walker 


A Meteor 

A BEAUTIFUL meteor was seen from this place on Sunday 
evening, August 19, at 10.3 precisely. Owing to the brilliancy 
of the moon, ^ars of the first magnitude were but faintly seen. 
1 should say the t-ize and brilliancy of the meteor was greatly in 
excess of the planet Venus at its best. It was visible as far as I 
could conjecture about three seconds, and pursued a course of 
probably 45 or 50 degrees, proceeding from a point a few degrees 
to the eastward of, and higher than, the north star. It moved 
almost in a straight line downwards with an inclination to the 
left. When it had got about half of its whole visible course, it 
seemed to get blue iu colour, and threw off a mass of red sparks, 
and continued for the rest of the distance, when it appeared to 
burst, and the disjected fragments were red and visible for a few 
moments. The colour for the most part was very much like that of 
Venus, indeed, for the whole of the course, except where it 
seemed to turn blue. A. Trevor Crispin 

Lansdowne Road, Wimbledon, S.W., August 21 


I SAW a very brilliant meteor from the promenade here last 
night (Sunday, August 19), at 10.3 p.m. It passed along the 
ea>4ern sky and vanished over the summit of the Tittle Orme. 
The meteor was, I think, more brilliant than Venus at her 
brightest, though the full moon was shining not far off and very 
few stars were visible. The path was northward, nearly hori¬ 
zontal, inclined a little downward*, ahout 10° or 12 9 above the 
horizon, apparently much foreshortened, for the motion was 
very slow—not faster than that of balls falling from a rocket ; 
white light, frlightly tinged with blue, 'ihe meteor divided, and 
left one large and 1 think several smaller portions behind it, all 
vanishing together. It should have been seen overhead towards 
the coast of Vorkshire. Albert J. Mott 

Llandudno, August 20 


Animal Intelligence 

A circumstance exceedingly illustrative of the sagacity of 
the horse was witnessed by myself in the neighbourhood of 
Nottingham. I had been out for a stroll by way of recreation, 
returning home across some fields by the Trent side, and when 
Dearly Opposite Clifton Grove I stopped a short time to watch a 
man angling in the river, when suddenly my attention was drawn 
to a mare with her foal, not many yards distant from where I was 
Standing, open two gates which were vice vend , closing with a 
Strong spring. Her modus opet'andi was to place her nose in 
between the two gates and force one gate open with her side, 
while she had no little difficulty in opening the other for the pur¬ 
pose of getting through, I have learnt that the animal had not 
been trained to do this, but taught by natural instinct, and so 
cleverly wab it done that man could scarcely have performed the 
potion better. Thinking this instance of sagacity might be inte¬ 
resting to some of our naturalists, 1 take the liberty of forwarding 
some in order that you may insert it in your valuable paper. 

9, Charlotte Street, Nottingham F. Welch 


Me. H. Cecil's communication respecting the cat and the 
ohicken, at p. 320 of your present volume, reminds me of an instance 
the attachment of a cat to its natural prey which is still more 
remarkable, as there was no 11 maternal sropyi ) M in question. 

Some years ago we had a young emasculated tom cat. When 
it was nearly full grown we had two young white rabbits brought 
In which had lost their mother. These were kept in the kitchen, 
mi fed by pouring milk into their mouths with a spoon. They 
were placed in a basket at night and covered up to protect them 
from the cat, which was in the habit of catching wild rabbits. 
One morning the cover was found to have been removed by the 
mt, which was lying in the basket with the little rabbits. From 
thot timehe took charge of them, teaching them to lap milk and 
watching over them like a mother, even to the extent of driving 
them home when they grew older and rambled out from the 
kitchen. The friendship continued till the rabbits grew up, 
ffrtien we lost them by disease* . Alfred O, walker 
Chester, August 17 


" Birds and Cholera ” 

In refererence to " H. M. CV " letter in this week’s Nature 
(p, 366), it is interesting to recall how the traveller Jackson, 
speaking of the plague that occurred in West Barbary when he 
was there, says. ** The birds of the air fled away from the 
abodes of men.*' Thomas Moore, in ** Paradise and the Peri,” 
refers to this fact. E. S. T. 

August 18 


LIQUID FILMS AND MOLECULAR 

magnitudes 

S IR WILLIAM THOMSON'S lecture on «The Size of 
Atoms” which has recently been published in 
Nature, will undoubtedly increase the interest felt in 
measurements which throw any light upon the values of 
molecular magnitudes. 

We have for some time been engaged in investigating 
the properties of very thin liquid films, and in our last 
communication to the Royal Society (of which only an 
abstract has been hitherto published, but which will appear 
in a forthcoming number of the Philosophical Transac¬ 
tions) we have described two independent methods by 
which we have obtained concordant measurements of 
the thickness of soap films in the last stage of tenuity, 
viz. when exhibiting the black of the first order of Newton's 
rings. 

The paper had not been sent in to the Royal Society at 
the time when Sir Wm. Thomson's lecture was delivered, 
but, on receiving the abstract, he has been good enough 
to express his approval of our methods and interest in our 
results, and to raise some questions as to the relation 
between the observations of Newton and ourselves, the 
further discussion of which he thinks would be interesting 
to the readers of Nature. 

We propose therefore briefly to discuss the facts which 
bear upon the points raised by Sir Wm. Thomson, and to 
describe our methods of experiment so far as may be 
necessary to make the discussion intelligible. 

For thicknesses greater than those which correspond 
to colours of the first order, the tint displayed affords to a 
practised eye (when combined with a knowledge of the 
angle of incidence and refractive index) a very accurate 
measure of the thickness of a film. In some experiments 
of our own, in which on more than 500 occasions two 
independent but simultaneous measures were made of 
film-thicknesses by means of two beams of light, incident 
at different angles, we found that the two values obtained, 
agreed to within 1 per cent, in 52 measures out of every 
hundred, to within 2 per cent, in 84, and to within 3 per 
cent, in 95. All these observations were made in the 
second and higher orders. The colours of the first 
order vary from point to point too slowly to enable trust¬ 
worthy estimates of the thickness to be made, and 
when the black of the first order is reached the e>e 
informs us only that the thickness must be less than a 
certain value, but affords no further indications as 
to what it really is. The fact that it is extremely 
small, and the possibility that it may be related to the 
magnitude of the socalled “ radius of molecular attrac¬ 
tion/' invest the problem of the determination of this 
thickness with special interest. We have succeeded in 
solving it by two methods. In each an assumption has 
to be made for which there is no direct experimental 
evidence. In each case, however, the assumption is 
different, and the fact that the mean results obtained by 
the two methods are in clo.se accord is sufficient to show 
that, although there is still room for further inquiry, the 
mean thickness of the black soap films examined was cor¬ 
rectly determined to within a fraction of a millionth of a 
millimetre. 

The first method consisted in measuring the electrical 
resistance of a cylindrical black soap film, and deducing 
the thickness from Ohm's law, on the assumption that the 
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specific resistance of the liquid, when drawn out into so 
thin a film, is the same as that determined under ordinary 
conditions. 

We have, by direct ^experiment, proved that this 
assumption is true for films the thickness of which 
exceeds 374 X 10“• mm. (Philosophical Transactions , 
1881, p. 447). The investigation was considerably pro¬ 
tracted by the great difficulty experienced in maintaining 
the constitution of the films even approximately constant. 
Every change in temperature, every slight alteration in 
the hygrometric state of the air in the glass chamber in 
which the bubbles were formed, involved a loss or gain 
of water which affected the specific resistance so largely 
as to make any certain conclusion impossible. It is only 
in our latest apparatus that we have secured the requisite 
constancy in the conditions. In it the films are formed 
in a chamber surrounded by water to keep the tempera¬ 
ture constant. The base of the inclosed space is covered 
by the solution used, and the complete saturation of the 
air is further secured by an endless band of linen passing 
over rollers which can be worked from the outside. The 
lower roller is immersed in the solution employed, and 
thus every part of the linen can in turn be dipped into the 
liquid and kept completely saturated without opening the 
case. The films are blown as spherical bubbles with air 
which has been caused to pass over some of the liquid in 
order to insure saturation; they are converted from 
spheres into cylinders adhering to two rings, and are 
further put in communication at any desired point with 
the electrical apparatus without opening the case, and 
thus without affecting the temperature or saturation of 
the air with which they are in contact. A thermometer 
and a hair-hygrometer, placed in the closed chamber, 
serve to detect any change of conditions which these pre¬ 
cautions fail to obviate. 

The earlier form of apparatus described in our paper 
“On the Electrical Resistance of Thin Liquid Films” 
(Phil. Trans ., loc.cit.\ was in some respects less perfect. 
Tiy it, however, we were able to show that the specific 
resistance of a film differed less and les3 from that of the 
liquid from which it was formed, as the temperature and 
hygrometric state of the air become more and more 
constant, and that in the case of the six films in which 
the desired constancy had been most successfully attained, 
the difference amounted only to 1 *8 per cent. 

It was also shown that there was no indication of any 
change in the specific resistance between thicknesses 
corresponding to the middle 0/ the red of the sixth and 
of the yellow of the second order respectively. As the 
smaller of these thicknesses is nearly the same as the 
wave-length of the rays which bound the spectrum at the 
blue end, this result may be roughly stated as proving 
that the thickness of a film may be reduced to the length 
of the shortest visible light wave without any change in 
the specific electrical resistance of the liquid of which it is 
composed. 

In the course of some of our earlier experiments ( Proc. 
Roy . Soc 1877, p. 334) we had been fortunate enough to 
make a soap solution, giving very persistent films, which 
frequently thinned to the black of the first order. The 
resistance of the black portion was measured on several 
occasions, and it was found that the thickness was in all 
cases nearly the same (the variations amounted to about 
5 per cent.), and differed but little (if the specific resist¬ 
ance was assumed equal to that of the liquid in mass) 
from 12 millionths of a millimetre (12 X io"* mm.). 

We were anxious to try this experiment again with our 
improved apparatus and methods of measurement; but 
great difficulty waa experienced in obtaining a liquid 
which would both thin and last sufficiently for our pur¬ 
pose, We have not, in fact, succeeded in again making 
a solution, containing the proportion of glycerine recom¬ 
mended by M. Plateau, which would behave in the desired 
way, but we find that a liquid of similar constitution, in 


which the glycerine is replaced by water, will allow a 
measurement of the resistance of the black to be 1node 
in the case of about one film out of every three or 
four. 

Films which do not contain glycerine generally 
exhibit greater irregularities of behaviour than those 
which do, and thus our later experiments are not in 
as close agreement as the earlier ones. They indicate 
that, whereas the thickness of the black portion of a film 
remains constant however much its area may alter, it is 
different in different films. All the values obtained lay 
between 14*5 xio**, and 7*2 X io -6 mm., and the mean 
value 117X10’ 6 differed only by two ten-millionths of a 
millimetre (2XIO' 7 mm.) from our previous result. 

In spite of this close agreement these results were open 
to criticism. It is a long way, in terms of molecular 
magnitudes, from the yellow of the second to the black of 
the first order. We had no right to argue from results 
on the specific resistance at the greater thickness to its 
constancy at the less. It was, therefore, very important 
to attempt to check our observations by some independent 
method. 

We had often observed that plane circular films formed 
in a glass tube thinned very readily to the black This 
was perhaps due to the fact that the small aggregation of 
liquid all round the film affords a channel by means of 
which the liquid can readily escape. However this may 
be, it occurred to us that, though it was probably impos¬ 
sible to measure the thickness of a single black film by 
any optical method, it might nevertheless bt possible to 
determine the total thickness of a number of parallel films 
in a tube. This we have succeeded in doing. The tube 
and its contents were placed on an apparatus for pro¬ 
ducing interference by thick plates. One of the inter¬ 
fering rays passed through the tube. A few steel sewing 
needles were included within it. When the films became 
black, a number of them were broken by moving the 
needles with a magnet, and the thickness could be calcu¬ 
lated by observing the positions of the interference fringes 
before and after the rupture. Hy this method the mean 
thickness of the films was measured, on the assumption 
that the refractive index of the films was the same as 
that of the liquid in mass. Various considerations led to 
the conclusion that this was probably correct, but in any 
case the complete independence of the electrical and 
optical methods made each a valuable check on the other, 
though—if the fundamental assumption was correct—the 
former was by far the more accurate. 

The result showed the two methods in most satisfactory 
accord. The mean of all the electrical observations gave 
a thickness of u 8xio*° mm., that of all the optica) 
11*4x10^ mm., an agreement which places it beyond 
doubt that the mean value for all the films observed was- 
really about 11 *6x 10“* mm. 

The methods employed then afford a definite measure of 
thicknesses much smaller than the smallest that Newton's 
scale of colours allows us to estimate. That scale 
is very uncertain when colours of the first order are 
employed. The difficulty or impossibility of obtaining 
perfect contact between the lenses in the fundamental 
experiment, and the possible distortion of their form ia 
the neighbourhood or the points of closest contact, make 
colour estimates of thickness in the first order very 
doubtful. The few observations we have made, on films 
exhibiting the red and orange of the first order, show a dis^ 
cordance with Newton's results in striking contrast to the 
agreement obtained in the ease of most greater thick* 
nesses. 

Our estimate of the thickness of the middle of the red 
of the first order (284X10-* nun.) differs from Newton 1 * 
by 20 per cent. In the blue of the second order our enrto 
observations on Newton's rings differ from those on die 
soap films by 6 per cent*, and jwe were obliged, when atas* 
ing at an accuracy of 1 per cent, to discard all observa- 
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ttatot below the border of the yellow of the second order 
(5?4X io* 4 mm* when the light is incident at 45 0 ). 

On the other hand, our electrical observations of a 
black him often give the same thickness to within 1 or 
2 per cent*, again and again, in a series of observations 
Wending over an hour or more. 

This constancy may be taken as proving that the film 
Is not absorbing nor losing moisture, and if its compo¬ 
sition thus remains unaltered it is not too much to say 
that the electrical method extends to 7‘2X io** mm. (the 
smallest thickness measured by us), with an accuracy 
previously attainable only above 374X 10* 6 mm. In other 
words, it carries the accurate measure of thickness fifty 
times nearer molecular magnitudes than Newton's scale of 
colours does. 

We now come to the interesting point raised by Sir 
William Thomson, which we may perhaps be allowed to 
state In his own words as follows :—“ Newton, in the pas¬ 
sage I have quoted (Nature, vol. xxviii, p. 250), being 
Observation 17 of the Second Hook, Part I., of his 

* Optics/ says (1) he found in th * large black spot smaller 
black ‘round’ spots which were blacker still ; (2) he saw 
sunlight reflected from even the small darker spots ; 
(3) the black spots would break out in the middle of 
white, without any intervention of blue, and sometimes 
within the yellow or red or blue of second order. This 
(3) agrees with your (1) of p. 151. But the (1) above of 
Newton’s shows a higher grade of thinness than that of 
the main black spots, which 1 presume is that which you 
have found as mxio' 5 . I do not know if you have 
noticed these smaller and blacker spots. It would be 
exceedingly interesting if possible to find their thickness, 
and to see how they seem to be related to the main black 
spots.” 

It may be well when answering this inquiry as to 
whether we have observed the smaller black spots, to 
state such facts as we have observed connected with the 
formation of the black. 

In the first place we have noticed that the boundary 
between the film proper, and the small aggregation of 
liquid which connects it with the solids by which it is 
supported, is the place where, under ordinary circum¬ 
stances, discontinuous spots, i.e, spots having a thickness 
different from that of the surrounding film, are most readily 
formed. The small circular masses of liquid which sur¬ 
rounded the gold wires by which the film was connected 
with the electrometer were sometimes themselves sur¬ 
rounded by a very narrow ring, showing the white of the 
first order when all the film immediately outside it was 
much thicker. Small specks of white would frequently 
break off from the topmost point of this ring, and either 
rise through the film to its highest point, or if, as was 
often the case, the liquid of the film was in a state of 
internal motion, the white flecks would be carried 
round the cylinder in spiral paths. Some liquids 
almost invariably gave films which, shortly before rup¬ 
ture, became thus covered with white flecks. Occasion¬ 
ally a white band, several tenths of a millimetre in 
breadth, was formed all round the upper ring which car¬ 
ried the cylindrical film, when the portion of film next 
it showed colours of the second and higher orders, and it 
was owing (among other reasons) to the frequent presence 
of this ring that we abandoned the Wheatstone's bridge 
method used in our first experiments {Proc. Roy. Soc. 
* 877 * P* 334 )» an< * adopted the electrometer method which 
we now always employ. The necessity of having to make 
an allowance for the resistance of the white ring, the thick¬ 
ness of which was much more uncertain than that of the 
coloured portion was thus avoided. We may remark that 
irregularities of all kinds are more likely to occur if all 
parts of the apparatus are not frequently and scrupulously 
downed. Wie have also examined the lines of discon¬ 
tinuity between the black and the coloured portions, 
using amicrosoope with a three-inch object glass. In 


many cases the discontinuity was seen to be only 
apparent. Bands of colour were visible, which proved 
that the missing tints were really there, but on so small a 
scale as to be invisible to the naked eye. 

The phenomenon of the white band was sometimes 
still further complicated by the presence of spots in the 
white, differing in colour both from it and the film next it 
Thus on one occasion when the colour next the white 
was the green of the fourth order (mean thickness 
893X io* 6 mm.) we made the following remarks in our 
notebook:—“ At the top a narrow film of white was 
observed between the green and the solid cylinder. In 
this, small pieces of deep blue were moving slowly back¬ 
wards and forwards. The lower part of the white was 
marked by two small rings of colour, so narrow that the 
colours were indistinguishable.” Later on, the green at 



one point broke through the white and completed contact 
with the top. This contact was in turn broken, and, after 
a while, the white appeared continuous without spots or 
bridges. A rough, highly enlarged sketch of the spots 
was made at the time, of which Fig. i is a copy. 

A it is the lower edge of the platinum cup which sup¬ 
ports the film. A c and B D are the boundaries of the 
bright line produced by the light thrown upon the film at 
a known angle for the purpose of measuring its thickness. 
rf is the edge of the white. Two of the blue spots 
which appeared to float in it are shown, and the narrow 
line of colour is indicated. Below E F the thickness was 
about nine times greater than that in the white space 
above it. 

Our reason for describing this observation at length is 
to draw attention to the curious phenomenon of the blue 
spots separated by an apparent discontinuity from both 



Fig. a. 


the white and the green. From the green they were no 
doubt separated by a thin line of white, and through this 
frail band, perhaps a few hundredths of a millimetre 
broad and one ten-thousandth of a millimetre thick, they 
were unable to sink into the green below. 

In the same way white flecks have been observed to 
rise and to be separated for some seconds from the white 
ring above by a thin band of colour. Such flecks, exa¬ 
mined by the microscope, sometimes show colours of 
higher orders within them, arranged in curves owing to a 
regular vortical circulation* The appended sketch (Fig* l), 
drawn from memory, gives some idea of the appearance 
displayed, the size being of course greatly exaggerated* 

Turning now from tne formation of the white to that 
of the black, many of the phenomena observed in the 
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case of the cylindrical films are closely similar. Specks 
of black also readily form in the neighbourhood of the 
solid in contact with the film. They, too, rise through 
the surrounding liquid, and the growth of the black ring 
at the top of the film is sometimes caused as much by 
additions of black spots from below as by a downward 
motion of the lower edge. These phenomena are only 
observed on a large scale shortly before the rupture of the 
film. 

The black appears at times in other ways Sometimes 
when the white of the first order was in contact with and 
below the black, a small portion of it would rapidly 
disintegrate. It would become streaked with black lines, 
the white portions would fall down through the rifts thus 
formed, and a sudden extension of the black would thus 
take place. Jn films containing small quantities of 
glycerine this phenomenon is sometimes observed on a 
very large scale. 

There is also a third way m which the black appears, 
namely, in cases where there is no discontinuity between 
the white and black. Here the thinning takes place in 
the normal way, but, as in Newton's observations, specks 
of a deeper black frequently appear. This phenomenon 
may easily be shown as a lecture experiment. If a few 
drops of water be placed on the surface of a piece of 
yellow soap, and the end of a glass tube ground plane be 
dipped into them, a film can be removed. On throwing a 
magnified image of this on the wall, it is observed to thin 
rapidly. The white often passes through gray into black, 
and then the deeper black spots appear and rise to the 
top of the film. Within our experience, however, this 
phenomenon occurs only in the case of transient films 
formed of a liquid which does not allow any high degree 
of persistence. It is for this reason that in the summary 
of results with which we conclude our paper, and which 
is given in the abstract (see Nature, vol. xxviii. p. 142), 
we limit our statements to "persistent soap films." It is 
on these only that we have been able to make measure¬ 
ments, and of these only that we have any certain know¬ 
ledge. 

While, therefore, in answer to Sir Wm. Thomson, we 
are able to say that we have often observed the same phe¬ 
nomenon as Newton, viz. that of a deeper black separated 
by a line of apparent discontinuity from the less intense 
black which surrounds it, this observation has only been 
made in the case of liquids like that used by Newton, 
which he describes as "water made tenacious by dis¬ 
solving a little soap in it” 

We have made use of two liquids in the experiments 
on which our published results are based. In the case of 
the “ liquide glycdrique*’ the black was under continual 
inspection, the colours of the remainder of the film 
being frequently noted during the experiments, and when 
the film became very thin and uniform in colour, the 
observer had plenty of time to study its appearance. We 
have no recollection of ever having observed any black 
specks deeper than that of the main mass of black, either 
stationary, or moving about in it. Had they been 
formed in large quantity, our electrical measurements 
must have detected them. They would have risen through 
the thicker black as the white or black specks do through 
the coloured parts of the films, and would have congre¬ 
gated in the upper part and formed a ring of greater 
tenuity at the top. If, as analogy would lead us to sup¬ 
pose likely, they had appeared in greatest quantity to* 
wards the end of the film’s existence, the resistance of the 
black area would have increased more rapidly than its 
length. We tested this by grouping our experiments 
according to the length of the black area (Proc. Roy. Soc. t 
June 21, 1877, P- 544 )# and found that the resistance per 
millimetre was, to within the limits of the errors of experi¬ 
ment, constant, whether the black was less than two or 
more than ten millimetres in length. 

The second liquid, which was formed only of oleate of 


soda and water, was more similar to Newton' $ and matt 
likely to give similar results. With this we could obtain 
such large areas of black that the electrometer method 
enabled us to measure the resistance of a portion of the 
black alone, without regard to that of the coloured poiv 
tions of the films. These films were therefore observed 
much less closely than those formed of “liquide gly- 
ctfrique,’ * but no eye observation or electrical measure¬ 
ment ever gave any indication of more than a single 
thickness of the black for each particular film. 

Coming now to the optical observations, we have indeed 
noticed in the earlier stages of the history of the black 
films a bending of the interference fringes in the lower 
parts of the black region, which might indicate that near 
the coloured part of the film it was somewhat thicker 
than at some distance from it. It is, however, very 
doubtful whether in this part of the field the light was 
passing through black films only. The area of the black 
was not exactly the same for all the fifty or sixty films 
inclosed in the tube, and thus near the boundary of the 
black the light might pass through a few white films, 

! which would account for the apparent thickening. We 
were unable to satisfy ourselves as to which of these ex¬ 
planations is the true one, though the latter is the more 
probable. The question is fully discussed in our paper, 
in which we show that if the apparent thickening were 
really in the black, that colour must begin to show itself 
at a far greater thickness than that ordinarily assigned to 
the “beginning of the black,'' which is unlikely, though 
not, in view of the great uncertainty which attaches to 
this part of Newton's scale, impossible. 

On the whole, then, we incline to the opinion that the 
number given by our experiments is the least thickness of 
the black in the liquids we observed. We also think 
that the tint our persistent films displayed is decidedly 
deeper than that of the less intense black shown by com¬ 
paratively non-persistent films, though to make certain of 
this would require careful comparative observations. It 
is possible that the spots of deeper black in non-persistent 
films may be thinner than that we have measured, and 
the very fragility of the films in which they appear gives 
some colour to the supposition that it is so. It is, how¬ 
ever, significant that, in two liquids differing so much in 
composition as those we employed, the one containing 
two parts of glycerine out of five, and the other no 
glycerine at all, the means of the optical and clectriC&l 
measurements give results differing so little as i 113X nr fl 
and 11*9 X icr 6 mm. It would be very interesting to settle 
the question by direct experiment, but the nature of the 
films which show the two kinds of black would make It 
no less difficult. We are, however, at present studying 
the composition of what we may perhaps call black¬ 
forming liquids in the hope of extending our investiga¬ 
tions further, and if we can obtain one suitable for the 
purpose we will certainly attempt the measurement sug¬ 
gested by Sir William Thomson, 

In conclusion we may point out two deductions from 
our measurements. The first refers to their connection 
with the subject of Sir William Thomson’s lecture* If 
the size of the molecules of which the liquid is composed 
is between 2 X io' 6 and 1X icH* mm. (the limits given by 
him), it follows that the thinnest film measured by us> 
which was 7 2X10- 6 mm.,must contain not less than three 
and not more than 720 molecules in its thickness. The 
smallness of the smaller of these numbers tends to show 
that the real size of the molecules is considerably below 
Sir W. Thomson’s superior limit 
The second deduction is a good illustration of the mag* 
nitude of the stress in a liquid surface. The surfcoe 
tension of Plateau's * liquide glycCrique ” is about fifty* 
seven dynes per linear centimetre (cl “ Statique det 
Liquide?/ 1 1. i. p. 200). This force must not be considered 
as acting on a mathematical fine, but as the resultant of 
forces which ire in play in the thin layer of liquid which. 
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constitutes the surface, the thickness of which is the so- 
called radius of molecular attraction. If the magnitude 
of that radius were known, the average longitudinal ten¬ 
sion per unit of area parallel to the surface in the outer 
layer of liquid could be calculated. We hope before long 
to apply several tests as to whether the thickness of a 
black soap him is oris not less than twice the radius of 
molecular attraction. Various considerations, the discus¬ 
sion of which we defer, indicate that it is not much less, 
while if the size of an atom approaches Sir William 
Thomson’s lower limit it is probably much greater. If, 
however, we assume that the thickness of the thinnest 
him measured by us, say 7'2X io* 7 cm , was just equal to 
twice the radius of molecular attraction, it follows that 
the average stress parallel to the surface must be 
*X57/7*2X io** 7 *»r6x io“ dynes per square centimetre. 
This tension is eight times greater than that required 
to tear brick or cement asunder (cf. Everett’s “Units 
and Physical Constants,” p. 56), and one-half of that 
required to tear cast tin. If the radius of molecular 
attraction is the same for all substances, the stress in the 
surface of mercury in contact with air must be nearly 
ten times greater than in liquide glycdrique, or one-fifth 
of the tension required to rupture steel bars. If the 
radius is less than half the thickness of the black films, 
these tensions would be greater. 

In many of the ordinary calculations on capillarity the 
surface tension is treated as acting in a surface of infinite 
tenuity. In reality it acts in the matter of a liquid shell of 
small but definite thickness. Our experiments prove that 
the average magnitude of the stress in this shell is at 
least of the same order as that required to rupture the 
less tenacious metals. A. W. Reinold 

A. W. RUcker 


JAPANESE LEARNED SOCIETIES 

N EARLY two years ago we described in Nature 
a few of the principal of the scientific and learned 
organisations which had sprung up in recent years in 
japan, in imitation of the societies of western countries. 
The faculty for combination and organisation would 
appear to be possessed in a high degree by the Japanese, 
for on all hands we find them establishing societies for 
political, self-help, philanthropic, industrial, commercial, 
scientific, and literary purposes. The comparative in¬ 
fancy of the press, and the consequent slowness and 
difficulty of the interchange of ideas, have rendered these 
organisations of great value in the social and political life 
of the country. The extent to which they have spread 
into every department of national life is well shown by a 
paper recently contributed by Herr P. Mayet to the Trans¬ 
actions pf the German Asiatic Society of Japan > to which 
we are indebted for most of the facts in this article. 
Societies for philanthropic and political purposes, though 
probably more numerous and powerful than any others, 
aip entirely omitted as beside the ^present purpose, 
which is to show how the thirst for knowledge and re- 
aearch is penetrating everywhere amongst this interesting 
people, it is important, too, to note that these societies 
are everywhere fostered and promoted by the leading 
men of the country, including most of the Imperial 
princes and the Ministers of State, and that they appear 
to be due in all cases except one to native initiation, un¬ 
assisted by foreigners. The exception is the Seismo- 
logical Society, which owes its existence and its excellent 
work to the efforts of Prof. Milne of the Engineering 
College of Tokio, Recently, as we learn from Herr 
Mayet, a Japanese section of this society has been 
formed* with numerous native members, papers in 
Japanese, and a native journal containing original as well 
as translated contributions. Three of the societies at 
present in existence have come down from ancient times, 
rhesearetbe Numismaticand Archaeological Societies,and 


an association of Go players, similar to our own chess clubs. 
A society for the protection and restoration of ancient 
buildings, nearly all of which are naturally temples, has 
recently been founded, with the energetic support of the 
present Foreign Minister. As might have been expected, 
there is a society for the cultivation of Chinese literature; 
but the more practical spirit of Young Japan is exhibited 
in the association for propagating the employment of the 
kana or syllabaries in Japanese literature. The import* 
ance of the object of this society will be evident when it 
is mentioned that a Japanese boy of the scholarly class 
takes from five to seven years to learn the sounds of the 
Chinese characters, and then he has to commence to 
learn their meaning. Herr Mayet well observes that so 
long as the Japanese youth are so heavily handicapped 
in the race for knowledge they can hardly hope for vic¬ 
tory against western lads, who, according to this writer’s 
estimate, are at twelve years of age nearly six years in 
advance of the Japanese boy of the same age. To re¬ 
move this obstacle by the employment of the system of 
forty-seven syllables, now in use in books intended for 
the common people, is the object of this society, which 
has for president the Vice Finance Minister. Passing 
over some art societies, we come to two intended for the 
cultivation of the French and German languages respect¬ 
ively. One of these is honoured by the support of an 
Imperial prince. The French Society is working on a 
French-Japanese dictionary, while both aim at the pub¬ 
lication of translations from useful works in these 
languages. Those hitherto published appear to deal 
chiefly with political Bcience, a study which appears lo 
attract much of the energy and intellect of the rising 
generation. A Statistical Society appears also to be very 
successful, with its periodical publication. The Poly¬ 
technic Association has for its object the extension of 
knowledge with regard to mechanical inventions, and 
their application to the increase of production in Japan. 
Agricultural, dcndrological, and forestry societies are also 
in existence, and we may specially note, as a result of the 
recent Fisheries Exhibition in Berlin, the establishment 
of a society for the study and improvement of the 
Japanese fisheries. Many of these associations are, it 
will be observed, exceedingly practical in their aims, and 
if the members can succeed in having their discussions 
and researches circulated among the people, much good 
will undoubtedly result. The Geographical Society oi 
Tokio has been frequently mentioned in these columns, 
but there is also a Biological Society under the presidency 
of the native Professor of Zoology in the University of 
Tokio. Medical societies also are numerous, whether for 
purposes of study or to afford aid and relief to the 
indigent sick. The society for the collection and publi¬ 
cation of books with regard to domestic industries must 
be of much public utility. Of a more purely scientific 
cast is the association for publishing a dictionary of 
technical terms in various departments of science ana the 
mechanical arts. The process of finding these termim 
tecknici is far from an easy one. They nave to be ob¬ 
tained from the Chinese, and have frequently, perhaps 
generally, to be manufactured by combinations of the 
Chinese ideographic signs, which often have but a strained 
or fancied resemblance to the object to be named. 

In concluding his paper Herr Mayet says: “ Our 
glance at the Japanese societies of Tokio exhibits a 
wealth of active ideal life and earnest endeavour. A 
warm patriotic pulsation is perceptible everywhere, and 
gives an assurance of the healthiness of the Japanese 
popular mind. We have here, it is true, only the be¬ 
ginning of association, but it promises much, and the 
movement will undoubtedly be a constantly growing one.” 
After all, however, the ultimate value of any leatned 
society is measured by the work which it has done, and 
we have as yet but little opportunity of applying this test 
to the associations of Japan. 


594 


MATURE 


[August 23,1X83 


RESEARCHES ON THE DEEP-SEA FAUNA 
FROM A Z 00 GE 0 GRAPH 1 CAL POINT OF 
VIEW ' 

D UKING recent years surprising and very remarkable 
discoveries have been the result of expeditions 
despatched from various countries by official and private 
bodies, in order to examine the zoological condition of 
the oceans of the globe. Thus, below the line of three 
hundred fathoms' depth, where biologists for many years 
believed with Edward Forbes that all animal life ceased, 
a fauna rich both in forms and individuals has been 
brought to light, and the theories once common enough 
among savants of a total absence of life at a certain 
depth in the sea have thereby in two decades suffered 
a complete revolution. Many objects which had pre¬ 
viously been looked upon as biological impossibilities 
have been discovered, and the systematic science of zoo¬ 
logy has been enriched with copious materials, from 
which hitherto unknown animal varieties have been de- 
scribed, recorded, and placed in their true position in the 
system, whereby many a gap in the zoological scale has 
been filled up, and science in a remarkable space of 
time made rapid progress. Besides this merely scientific 
gain, which can only be fully realised by men of science, 
the zoological museums have obtained valuable and fruit¬ 
ful treasures. The researches of the fauna of the oceans 
have been of double advantage, viz. as both enriching 
Bcience and museums, and zoologists are delighted at 
both. The interest which various countries have taken in 
the study of the fauna of the sea has been shared between 
England, the United States, Sweden, Norway, and Hol¬ 
land, while lately even France and Italy have taken steps 
to assist in promoting this branch of biology, and there 
can be no doubt that similar researches will in the imme¬ 
diate future be carried on as indefatigably as heretofore. 

It is my intention, with this prospect in view, to point 
out in these columns some methods of research in study¬ 
ing the fauna of the sea, which I believe will be of great 
advantage to science, 

|g$The manner in which the dredging of the sea is carried 
on from a vessel is generally this. The deposit on the bot¬ 
tom which the trawl or other similar appliance brings up 
is carefully sifted, and its animal contents placed in suit¬ 
able vessels filled with spirits or Other fluid for preserva¬ 
tion. If tune serves, a sorting of the various objects takes 
place at once, so that animals of various groups are de¬ 
posited in separate vessels. These latter are either fully 
marked or else simply ticketed with a number, which is 
interpreted by an entry m the u drcdging-log ” kept for 
that purpose. The object of this log is, in the first instance, 
to fix exactly the spot—laritude and longitude—where 
the sample was taken, the time of the capture, the con¬ 
dition of the bottom, the depth, the temperature of the 
water, and if possible also the contents of salt both at 
the depth from which the sample was taken and at 
the surface. These are the annotations which have 
up to the present time been made by scientists 
when dredging. When the samples or collections 
thus obtained reach terra Jirma their scientific examina¬ 
tion commences, and it becomes a matter of great 
moment to extract from these laboriously collected 
fragments a scientific whole which will be of value to 
zoology. The various groups of animals are consigned 
to different hands, i.e. taken in hand by specialists, the 
result of whose researches will naturally vary according 
to the lines of study they pursue, -In nearly every in¬ 
stance the result of the same is a descriptive or anatomi¬ 
cal work, as well as a work of the fauna ; varieties and 
forms new to science are described, delineated! and 
placed in their true position in the system, while some 
previously known are shown to exist in places where they 
had hitherto been unknown. Science has thereby made 
a double gain, viz. a systematic and a zoogeographical. 


With regard to the systematic gain, h is no doubt consi¬ 
derable. The descriptions, with or without illustrations, 
may be long or short, and refer either to the exterior 
forms or interior construction, its anatomy in a 
limited sense ; still they are invariably fruitful if they are 
only sufficiently complete and, what is of most conse¬ 
quence, methodical. Both anatomy and morphology wQl 
in most instances obtain from them what is demanded bv 
these sciences. But on the other hand the zoogeograpftu- 
cal gain is very unsatisfactory. What do we thus, for 
instance, learn from such a statement as this, that 
Yoldia arctica has been met with in iat. 73 0 O' north, and 
long. 65 ° 15' east ? Nothing more nor less, in fact, than 
that it has been found in this particular place along with 
many others. By comparing, however, this locality with 
the others where it has previously been found, I no 
doubt gain a certain knowledge of its horizontal distri¬ 
bution, but I do not in the least degree learn from this 
statement the laws which govern the same. If, on the 
other hand, I am informed that the bottom in the place 
of discovery is brown sand mixed with clay, that the 
depth is eight fathoms, that the temperature of the 
water was - 2° C., and its specific weight 1 '0273, I have 
at once materials for a far wider knowledge. These par¬ 
ticulars furnish me with a basis for ascertaining the ex¬ 
ternal conditions which regulate the existence of this 
species; and if I, besides these particulars, also learn 
with what animals of the same and other genus the 
Yoldia has been found in that particular place, 1 obtain 
a certain imperfect idea of the animal life existing 
there. I said imperfect, as, in order that the description 
should be complete, it is necessary I should also know 
the number of each species found. If I had thus informa¬ 
tion of how many individual Yoldia were taken in this 
place, and how many of the other species of animals were 
taken, and also if specimens of every one of the animals 
existing in this place had come up in the trawl, then I 
should possess an approximate knowledge of the animal 
fauna existing in such a place. The knowledge of the 
relative number of the species in a certain place is, in 
my opinion, a factor of essential importance to the science 
of zoogeography. 

The example I have just quoted shows sufficiently how 
very incomplete the zoogeographical statements are 
which only record the exact place where certain species 
were taken. On such a basi3 nothing of any scientific 
value can be founded. 

It would, I consider, be of immense value to zoology if 
dredgings during the larger expeditions were effected by 
men skilled in every branch of this science. It is clear that 
the more copious and varied the knowledge of the zoolo¬ 
gist is the greater will the gain be to science on this point, 
especially if the student is able at the moment to take full 
note of what is brought to the surface. If this be the 
case, he would be able there and then to classify the 
varieties caught and particularly record the number of 
individuals taken, which is naturally of most consequence 
where it is not possible to preserve all species. Such 
records would be of great value to students of zoo¬ 
geography, and I am under the impression that as yet no 
zoologist has conceived this idea, or at all events not 
carried it into execution. 

It would undoubtedly be a matter of some difficulty,from 
the copiousness of the existing zoological literature, and 
the consequent impossibility of mastering the same, to 
find men who are experts in every branch of descriptive 
zoology, and at the same time prepared for such work as 1 
have indicated here. While the mere mechanical of 
dredging must necessarily be effected by younger men, 
the careful sifting of the deposit brought up is of each 
importance that it should only be done by a zoologist of 
advanced years and study ; but as it seems an impossi¬ 
bility to combine the two condition*, the only possible 
way out of the difficulty is for tbe zoeiogist to preserve all 
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which comet op if the material shall be of any use to 
xooMopeaphy. 

Having indicated my views in general on this subject, 
t will proceed to state those cardinal points of which the 
zoologist should always give exact and as detailed parti¬ 
culars as possible, which I consider essential to the 
development of zoogeographical science* They are :— 

1, Place of Discovery, —This should preferably be fixed 
by latitude and longitude, but, if this is not possible, by 
other exact means. In works describing certain sea fauna I 
have often found expressions as vague as these: “ Ho- 
huslae (province of Bohus)— Bergen/' or if Kullen-Fin- 
marken,” Norway and Greenland.” The former of these 
descriptions may be satisfactory enough, if thereby is 
meant that the species in question are to be found be¬ 
tween Bohuslan and Bergen, and from Kullen to Fin- 
tnarken, although it would have been of more value if, 
even with the commonest kind, each place of discovery 
had been enumerated. It is a well-known fact that both 
common and rare species alike are found in smaller or 
larger quantities in different places, and it is information 
of this circumstance which it is necessary to have if a 
student shall be able to determine the horizontal exten¬ 
sion of a certain species and its numerical relation to 
others within a certain area. With regard to the Latter it 
implies, I suppose, that the species in question may be 
found along the whole coasts of Norway and Greenland, 
but the real meaning is, however, that they have been 
found somewhere, perhaps in several places, within the 
specified limit, and information of such vague character 
is to say the least of it imperfect. The physical condi¬ 
tions of the coasts of Greenland below the level of the 
sea may be the same from the most southern to the most 
northern point, but, on the other hand, it must not be 
forgotten that the known extent of Greenland from south 
to north is 23 degrees, i,c. 345 geographical miles, and 
that it is, therefore, just as likely that what applies to 
the development of the fauna in Davis Sound does not 
apply to that in Baffin's Bay ; less still in Smith’s Sound, 
not to mention that of the east coast. The extent of 
Norway covers 11*5 degrees, or 172 geographical miles, 
and the physical conditions around the coast are very 
variable, and as regards the fauna of the sea here it is a 
fact that there is a great division in live southern and 
the arctic element. 

An exact fixing of the place of discovery has only been 
quite recently effected. Thus, IC Moebius’s work, “ Die 
wirbellosen Thiere der Ostsee,” F. Meinert^s “ Crustacea 
isopoda, amphipoda, et decapoda Danise,” and A. W. 
Ljungman’s “ Fdrteckning dfver Spetsbergens Holo- 
thurider M leave nothing to be desired in this respect; 
bet these cases are only exceptional, as most zoologists, 
whether treating the anatomy or the fauna, are satisfied 
with a mere enumeration of places of discovery. It is, 
however, true that zoological literature, as well as all 
other, deals with many extraneous matters, while some 
writers are anxious to adopt a very brief style; but in 
the matter of detailing the place of discovery no brevity 
should be observed, if zoogeography is to be something 
more than a mere knowledge of the horizontal distribu¬ 
tion of the species, the places of discovery must be exactly 
detailed. 

a. The Depth. —The depth at which the sample was 
taken should also be exactly stated as, while the place of 
discovery teaches us the horizontal distribution of a species, 
the depth indicates the vertical ohe. It is a well-known 
feet that most species are confined within certain vertical 
fittest*, which are in some instances not far apart. It cer¬ 
tainly was to be expected that information of this nature 
would be found in modem works, bat this is not the 
G. O* Sars* w Molluscs regionis arctica Nor* 
vegte,” ft, Meinerts’s above-mentioned work, and O. 
Hargeris “ Report on the Marine Isopod a of New Eng- 
fend and Adjacent Waters” are, however, remarkable 


exceptions to this fault The accuracy and minuteness of 
these authors on the vertical distribution of the species 
deserve every commendation, while it must be regretted 
that such a work as A. Bocck’s “ De skandinaviske og 
arktiske Amphipoder," which is undoubtedly the fruit of 
many years’ practical study and research* gives in most 
cases no account whatever of the vertical distribution of a 
species. One attempts thus, for instance, in this work 
unsuccessfully to learn within what limits such a common 
species as the Gammarus locusta occurs on the Scandi¬ 
navian coast. R. M. Bruzelius, in his work, “Skandi- 
naviens amphipoda gamonaridea” (1856), and A. G6es, 
in his “ Crustacea amphipoda maris Spetsbergiam all- 
nentis, &c.” (1865), had both set excellent examples in 
the way of describing the distribution of species in the 
deep ; still Boeck has paid no attention to this important 
question. He has only dealt with the synonymy, genus, 
and the horizontal occurrence of the species, and even as 
regards the latter his statements are very summary. With 
such statements as these, that JHastylis Rathkei has been 
found between 3 and 540 fathoms, lno then Sabieni between 
4 and 1215 fathoms, AxinusJlexuosus between 3 and 450 
fathoms, Xylophaga dorsalis between 10 and 650 fathoms, 
and Caryophyllia Pourtalesi at 100 and 980 fathoms 
depth respectively, it may at first sight appear a matter of 
little importance to state at what depth they have in each 
individual case been found. This is, however, one of 
great importance. The vertical distribution of species is 
variable in different seas, and it must depend on subse¬ 
quent research to determine on what this variability de¬ 
pends. The causes may be several, and are no doubt 
complicated ones, as the pressure of the water, which for 
a long time was considered one of them, does not in any 
way affect their existence. The causes must be of a very 
different nature, and before any of them can be ascer¬ 
tained it is necessary to obtain exact particulars of indi¬ 
vidual instances. The following comparison of the 
vertical distribution of a few species in various seas may 
illustrate this :— 

Tel Una solidula appears in the Arctic waters of— 


Cardiuttt ciiia*um 
Cardtum gi onion- \ 

dicum .J 99 

Rhynchoncllapsit * 1 

tacfyi . \ 99 

Margarita obscura ,, 
Fusus tomatus ,, 


Novaya Zcmlya Norway 

at from 4- 26 fathoms at from o - 10 fathoms 


2- 60 
2 - 20 

5 ho 

2- 120 
8- 10 


5- 1° 

5- 10 
20- 80 


120-300 
20 " I OO 


The difference in five of these cases is not very great, 
but in ant— Margarita obscura —it is very considerable, 
and even if we are unable to explain it, it should neverthe¬ 
less be recorded. 

3. The Nature of the Dot tom —This is a factor of 
great moment in the fauna of the sea and the division 
of the species. I have thus on the coast of Novaya 
Zcmlya and in the Siberian seas personally observed 
that a clean sand bottom without admixture of clay 
is very poor in fauna, but if mixed with some clay some¬ 
what richer, while where the clay predominates it is 
greatly richer. The most copious and varied is,however, 
that of the pure day bottom. In shallow water on the 
coasts of Scandinavia the student has many opportunities 
of observing the variations in the copiousness of the sea 
fauna, both as regards the numerousness of the species 
and their individuals on bottoms of various natures. 
Possibly the nature of the bottom at greater depths, 
below the line where the higher orders of Algae cease to 
exist, is not of such influence as above the same, but that 
it is m most instances of great moment to the fatma I 
am firmly convinced. To animals which do not live 
on prey the quantity of the organic elements in process 
of decomposition in their place of vegetation must .be of 
consequence; to most of them the organic composition 
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of tbe bottom must be of the greatest consequence. The 
colour of the botto.n does also, I believe, affect the 
existence of certain species. I therefore recommend that 
the nature of a bottom not atone recorded, as, for 
instance, thus, “clay bottom,” “clay mixed with sand,” 
“stones with Algze,” and “globigerina ooze,” but that a 
sample of the bottom is also in every case ta’ten for 
future chemicii analysis. It should, however, be seen 
that the sample is from the surface layer, and not from 
those bslow, which miy of course be of a quite different 
nature. 

4. The Temperature and Salt ness of the Water, as 
well as its Chemical Composition near the Bottom .— 
Particulars of these circumstances should always be 
given exactly, as they do, no doubt, have a considerable 
share in the production of a species. This is so evident 
that it requires no further discussion. 

5. The Period of the Research .—This is a point which 
zoologists in most instances fail to record, and yet it 
appears to me in several respects to be of great interest. 
Everything in life is subjected to a gradual organic 
change, and 1 believe that the fauna of the sea in this 
respect does not differ. Those species of animals which 
to-day appear within a certain locality are undoubtedly not 
the same which were found there, say, a hundred years 
ago, and still less the same as those which existed there 
a thousand years ago, and what applies to the past ap¬ 
plies with equal force to the future. The struggle for 
existence causes the immigration of new forms, while 
others must, So to say, make room for the newcomers and 
thereby disappear. This lies in the progress of historical 
development. For this reason it is necessary to state the 
period of the research, and although science may have no 
immediate gain from such dates, it will no doubt come 
in course of time, apd it is the duty of the student of 
zoogeography to work as much for posterity as for the 
present It is with these particulars as with those of 
meteorological observations, viz. that one must possess 
fi number of observations, extending over a long period, 
before the deductive result becomes of scientific value. 

But apart from the ultimate benefit which may be 
derived in the future from these details, disputed per¬ 
haps by some, the record of the time when the spe¬ 
cimens are taken is of great importance to modern 
science. It is thus well known that many of the 
inhabitants of the sea, not only those which possess 
perfect organs of locomotion, but also those which live a 
somewhat stationary life, undertake, during certain 
periods of the year, shorter or longer migratory wander¬ 
ings. This is, however, as regards the lower Inverte¬ 
brates, a circumstance which has been so little attended 
to, that hardly any information exists on this point in 
print. In connection with this peculiarity the records 
which I advocate would be of great use. The causes of the 
migratory movements may be very difficult to ascertain ; 
but it is necessary in the first instance to demonstrate a 
fact—the explanation will follow in course of time. I have 
further indicated under (7) why I consider these state¬ 
ments as to time of such importance. 

For the study of zoogeography in general it maybe 
sufficient alone to know what species occur within a 
certain area, whether large or small. The student of 
zoogeography compares those species which are to be 
found either near or far from one another, he shows that 
some of them are common to all those parts which he has 
under consideration, that others belong to a few, and with 
these data before him he attempts to discover the causes 
of their appearance or absence in certain places. If 
possible, he takes the most recent palaeontological pheno¬ 
mena into account too, he views the fauna of the present 
day by the light of the past, and obtains thereby remark¬ 
able and perhaps unexpected results. 

6. The Relative Plurality of the Individuals and the 
Colonies.—It cannot, however, be denied that, should the 


mode of research indicated above be fruitful in tern e 
respects, it will not give a complete account of the animal 
life existing within a certain sphere. To obtain this it is 
necessary to know the relative plurality of the individuals 
and their colonies in every individual locality within the 
sphere, On this point my opinion is that, in order 
to understand correctly the composition of a fauna, it is 
not enough to know those species which it embraces, the 
zoologist must not be content with a mere enumeration 
either with or without descriptions of the various species 
and their distribution within a certain sphere, but he 
must also take into consideration the relative plurality of 
the individuals of each, i.e . he must, in other words, study 
the statistics of the species. It is clear that zoogeography 
must be based on these two propositions, as the science 
would not advance far, if it should, for the comparison of 
the fauna of two localities, rest on a mere enumeration of 
the species occurring in such localities. A case might 
certainly occur in which two localities could approximately 
possess the same species, while their fauna were very 
different in composition. To the student of zoogeography 
this is no improbability. 

It cannot, of course, be demanded that the zoologist 
occupied in dredging should immediately record the 
number of every species the trawl brings up, as he must 
for this purpose possess special qualifications, but science 
is greatly benefited too by the course that, when the 
various groups of species are distributed for research and 
classification, the specialists in question in their works on 
the same record exactly the number of individuals taken 
of each species, and, with regard to animals forming 
colonies, also how many colonies were found in each 
place. When all the groups of the species had thus been 
dealt with, the student specially interested could compare 
the various species in every place investigated, and also 
the individuals and colonics in each, and by such a com¬ 
parison we should obtain a really complete knowledge of 
the animal life in the locality investigated. If, however,no 
notice be taken of the relative plurality of the individuals, 
whether from want of study or attention to the import¬ 
ance of the point, the picture which the reader of his work 
obtains of the animal fife in a certain locality will be very 
vague and unsatisfactory indeed. 

7. The Relation between Males and Females iH the 
Same Place , and, if possible, at Various Times and 
Seasons. —The attention of zoologists should, in connec¬ 
tion with the study of the relative plurality of individuals 
and colonies, also be directed to this interesting circum¬ 
stance, which of course is not related to zoogeography, 
but to biology. No’ doubt investigations of this relation 
would lead to valuable discoveries. In some species, 
with sexual difference, the males predominate, in others 
tbe females, while in some they are evenly balanced. 
Another point also of interest connected herewith is at 
what penod of the season the process of fertilisation takes 
place, how long the pregnancy lasts, and when the females 
cast their eggs ; whether these functions are confined to 
certain seasons or not. Investigations of this point show 
that in some cases these functions are regulated most 
punctually, but in others not, and consequently it would 
be a matter of great scientific interest to ascertain the 
relations of the species on this point. For this reason {t 
is also of importance to state the exact time when the 
examination of a certain locality took place* 

I consider that the points I have here discussed are the 
principal ones for which the zoologist should, in order to 
advance zoogeography, collect materials when making re¬ 
searches on the fauna of the sea. They form in my opinion 
the basis on which this science shall be founded for $ higher 
and more extended knowledge* and if the research** I 
have here indicated are executed in a systematic manner 
and with due care, my belief is that zoogeography will in 
a short space of time reap excellent benefits and firms 
therefrom; but here, as in every other branch of study* it 
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is necessary to work with patience and in co-operation 
with others, as the labour is one demanding both time 
and exhaustive study. Anton Stuxberg 

<^othcnburg Museum 


DR, TROMHOLT S AURORAL OBSERVATORY 
AT KAUTOKEINO 

W E are indebted to Dr. Sophus Tromholt for the 
photograph from which our engraving has been 
made of his auroral observatory at Kautokeino in Fin- 
xnarken, Norway. 

The Norwegian savant has, as may be remembered 
from his communications to Nature, during last winter 
sojourned in Lapland for the study of the aurora borealis, 
simultaneously with which observations of this remark¬ 
able phenomenon have been made at the Norwegian 
and Finnish Circumpolar Stations at Bossekop and 
Sodankyla. 


Dr, Tromholt writes “ Since September last I have, 
for the sake of the aurora borealis, been residing here in 
North Finmarken (69° N, lat,, 33° E. long.), in a zone 
therefore where the aurorae attain their maxima, and 
where the phenomena, consequently, are so frequent and 
on such a scale that there cannot be a question of 
selecting and analysing one in particular. 

4< My winter sojourn here has two objects in view, viz. 
firstly to frame a pendant to the observations of the 
aurora borealis made at Bossekop, 1838-39, by the French 
Commission du Nord under Lottin and Bravais ( 4 Vcyages 
en Scandinavie,’ &c.), and, secondly, by means or alti¬ 
tudinal measurements corresponding with those being 
imde at the Norwegian Meteorological Station at Bosse¬ 
kop, to procure sufficient materials for fixing the parallax 
of the aurora borealis. I choose the remote Kautokeino 
for my observatory for several reasons, viz.: that the 
place is almost due south of Bossekop, while the distance 
between the two is very nearly a degree, a distance which 



Auroral Observatory at Kautokeino. 


is exactly suited to the theory I have formed of the height 
of the aurora borealis—150 kilometres ; and also because 
it possesses a remarkably free horizon and an inland 
climate insuring favourable weather conditions. 

u As previously stated, observations are made simul¬ 
taneously here and at Bossekop on a common prearranged 
plan, and measurements made in the same vertical plane 
,by the so-called auroral theodolite constructed by Prof, 
Mohn. A similar arrangement has also bepn made with 
the Finnish station at Sodankylfi, which is, however, situ¬ 
ated at a great distance from this place, and in a direc¬ 
tion somewhat unfavourable (about 45° S.E.). We shall 
not of course be able to compare notes before the spring, 
so 1 am Enable at present to give the final results of my 
observations; but judging by own researches here I feel 
convinced* in spite of scientists’ assertions to the contrary, 
that the height of the aurora borealis may be measured 
by the method 1 advocate, and that from the observa- 
tions made at these three stations we shall obtain the 


materials required for the solution of a problem hitherto 
deemed an insoluble one. 

“The photograph which I forward you shows the little 
* scientific temple’ I have raised in these lonely tracts, which 
have hitherto only seen Lapps and reindeer. In the centre 
stands my most important instrument, viz, a combination 
of the auroral theodolite and the passage instrument, fixed 
on a stone column and inclosed in a sm&U wooden box, 
the upper half of which may be lowered will. Here 
are, besides the necessary apparatus for meteorological 
observations, also to be found every requisite instrument 
and appliance required for my researches, such as chrono¬ 
meters, spectroscopes, lanterns, &c. Between them all 
stands the writer himself, dad in the tasteful summer 
costume of a Lapp, v^t pointed leather shoes, breeches 
twisted around the leg 1 fit the ankle, the blue frock orna¬ 
mented with red and yellow borders; and to crown It, the 
smart cushion-shaped cap. 

“ I have several times attempted to photograph the 
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aurora borealis, but without success. Thus, not even by 
using the most sensitive English < dry ’ plates, and exposing 
them from five to seven minutes, have 1 obtained a trace 
of a negative. The cau^e of this is, I believe, the ex¬ 
ceedingly limited substance of light possessed by the 
aurorae; were thus the entire heavens flooded by the 
most intense auroras their aggregate lighting power would 
not equal that of the moon when full. 1 may therefore 
assume that to photograph the aurora borealis is an 
impossibility." 

On a later occasion Dr. Tromholt informs us that he 
obtained no negative of the aurora borealis throughout 
his stay at Kautokeino, while he found also, on visiting 
Bossekop and Sodankyla, that neither had any been 
obtained at these observatories. 

As to the results of Dr. Tromholt’s researches on the 
aurora, we may add that, as soon as he has received 
certain comparative tables of the observations made at 
Sodankyla irom Prof. Lerastroin, he will immediately 
communicate the same to Nature. In the beginning of 
October next the intrepid savant starts for North Iceland, 
which he has chosen as his station for the coming winter. 
He will here chiefly experiment with the “ utstromnings ” 
apparatus invented by Prof. Lemstrom for producing an 
“ artificial” aurora borealis. 

We have also received from Dr. Tromholt an excellent 
photograph, taken by himself, of the Circumpolar Obser¬ 
vatory which Norway, participating in the programme of 
international Polar research, has established at Bosse¬ 
kop, in North Finmarken. The station is situated on an 
eminence by the Alien Fjord, and the photograph shows 
clearly the various huts, &c., erected for meteorological, 
astronomical, and terrestrial observations. 


ALDABRA ISLAND TORTOISES 

HE folio wing report by the Hon. W, Littleton, ad¬ 
dressed to Sir John Pope Hennesy, Governor of 
Mauritius, has been forwarded by His Excellency in 
answer to a memorial presented by the late President of 
the Royal Society, and several other gentlemen, relative 
to the preservation of the gigantic tortoises on the Island 
of Aldabra;— 

Memorandum on Aldabra Island Tortoises 

To His Excellency the Governor,— With reference 
to your ExceUency’a request for a report on the Aldabra 
Island tortoises lately placed on Flat Island, I have been 
able to gel very little information about them. 

The Mauritius Acclimatisation Society recently handed 
over six tortoises to this Government, on condition that 
they should be placed on Flat Island and taken care of. 
The Government accepted the charge, and they were 
accordingly placed there about two months ago. The 
Storekeeper-General (Mr. Schmidt), who is much in¬ 
terested in them, tells me that they are completely at 
liberty, that they feed themselves, and are apparently 
doing well. 

Only five of them are Aldabra tortoises; the sixth is 
from Madagascar, They are all young, and of compara¬ 
tively small size. 

But I may perhaps mention here that there are several 
specimens of the Aldabra tortoise, besides these, both 
here and in Seychelles. There is the well-known large 
one in the garden of the Royal Artillery mess in Port 
Louis. He was here before the English occupation of 
Mauritius in 1810. The largest circumference of his 
shell measures 9 feet 3 inches. He stands 2 feet 6 inches 
high. 

In the Botanical Gardens at PamptemousBes there are 
two belonging to Mr, Cockburn Stewart, who brought 
them from Seychelles. They are about ten years old. 
The largest circumference of their shell is 7 feet 2 inches* 
and they stand 1 foot 8 inches high. Mr. Schmidt tells 


me of a very large one belonging to Mr* Castei, at 
Riviere S£che, and of a very large pair on the estate 
“Mon Trgsor,” near Mahebourg, belonging to Mr. 
Daruty; but their measurements, which have been 
promised to me, I have not yet received. 

A considerable number are kept by various people ot 
Seychelles, including a pair at Government House, Mahd, 
the female of which recently laid eggs, and I am told 
that many of the tortoises kept on the Seychelles Islands 
frequently breed. 

I am sorry not to have been able to collect for your 
Excellency's information more details of these creatures ; 
but 1 have stated enough to show that there are many 
specimens well known and in good keeping. 

I have also been unable to ascertain whether there are 
any of large size known to remain on Aldabra Island ; 
but 1 am told that it is supposed there arc in the thick 
scrub of the interior. 

(Signed) W. Littleton 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Port Louis, 

7th July, 1883 


THE METEOROLOGY OF THE ARCTIC AND 
SUBARCTIC PORTIONS OF THE ATLANTIC 
OCEAN 1 

U P to the publication of this work by Prof. Mohn, our 
knowledge of the diurnal meteorological phenomena 
of this important part of the ocean was nearly altogether 
a blank. The interesting results here detailed are de¬ 
duced from three series of hourly observations made 
during the Norwegian Expeditions in the summers of 
1876, 1877, and 1878, which Prof. Mohn organised and 
carried out with a skill and a completeness that leave 
nothing to be desired. The new facts thus brought be¬ 
fore us largely extend our knowledge of the physics of 
this portion ot the North Atlantic. 

The diurnal phenomena dealt with are atmospheric 
pressure, temperature, and aqueous vapour, the force of 
the wind, ana the temperature of the surface of the sea. 
Of these the discussions of the atmospheric pressure and 
temperature are the most important and satisfactory. 
The results of the atmospheric pressure present several 
points of the highest interest. The general curve for the 
three seasons, if a scarcely perceptible dip about 8~9p.it). 
be neglected, shows only one minimum at 4 a.m. and one 
maximum at 2 p.m., thus roughly approximating to the 
curve of temperature. The curves for the separate 
seasons 1876 and 1878 exhibit an evening minimum with 
greater distinctness. The observations made by the 
Challenger Expedition in the Antarctic Ocean give a 
curve with only one minimum early in the morning and 
one maximum early in the afternoon; and it is highly 
probable that if the observations made by the Nor¬ 
wegian Expeditions quite in the open Atlantic were alone 
included, the resulting curve would give no sign of a dip 
in the evening, 

Prof Mohn then examines the observations made at 
the stations on the coast of Norway at 8 a.m.,2 p.m., and 
8 p.m,, and it is concluded that the diurnal variation of 
the barometer during the summer months on the adjacent 
coasts of Norway, as well as in the Norwegian Sea, has 
its minimum in the morning and its maximum in the 
evening, and- that possibly there is a tract in the Nor¬ 
wegian Sea including the bounding coasts of Norway and 
Greenland, thence crossing Iceland, and passing to the 
west and south of Faroe, where the lines of barometric 
variation would represent values with plus signs Instead 
of minus signs as elsewhere. In other words, over this 
region there occurs a state of things the reverse of what 
obtains over the lower latitudes of the ocean and the land 

* "The Norwegian North Atlantic £xMdtflott9 xS^yS. Motccrolofy/' 
By H. Mohn. With 23 woodcut* and 4 {date*. (Chruttauta, tWj:) 
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surfaces of the globe from the time of the morning maxi¬ 
mum to the afternoon minimum. 

The following are the four phases of the diurnal varia¬ 
tion of the pressure in summer at a few of the more 
strictly insular stations :— 

1st Min, 1 at Max. 
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... --013 . 
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The chief points to be noted here arc the large amounts 
of the 1st min , and the small amounts and retardation in 
the times of occurrence of the 1st max. and 2nd min. All 
these peculiarities are presented m a still stronger form 
by the results of June taken by itself. Thus at Sitka the 
times of the four phases are 7 a.m., 3 p.m., 7.30 p m., and 
1 r p.m., and the 2nd min. and 2nd max. become very 
small. It is only, however, over the open sea in the 
higher latitudes where the 2nd min. and 2nd max. dis¬ 
appear, resulting in one minimum in the early morning 
and one maximum in the early afternoon. This afternoon 
maximum therefore really represents the a.m. max. of the 
lower latitudes of the ocean and of land surfaces—which 
phase of the pressure occurs at different hours from 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. according to latitude and geographical 
position—and hence subsequent to the a.m. or 1st max. 
the lines representing the diurnal barometric variation 
are everywhere to be represented by minus signs. 

The highly important result remains that over the 
open sea in the higher latitudes of the Atlantic and the 
Southern Ocean the diurnal curve of pressure, as shown 
by the observations of the Norwegian and Challenger 
Expeditions, exhibit only one minimum and one max¬ 
imum and that the curve generally resembles the curve of 
temperature. Hann’s remark that “in the daytime the 
air in the upper strata above the land flows towards the 
sea, occasioning an increase of pressure, which even on 
the coast asserts itself by retarding the morning maxi¬ 
mum and the afternoon minimum ; in the evening and at 
night this process is reversed, a current of air in the 
higher strata flows from the sea to the land ; hence the 
pressure increases, diminishing on the coast, and the 
evening maximum becomes inconsiderable,” simply ac¬ 
counts for part of the phenomena as observed near the 
coast and at no great distance out a: sea. It leaves, 
however, the outstanding feature of the diurnal atmo¬ 
spheric pressure over the open seas of high latitude-* 
untouched and unexplained. To this point we shall 
return on an early occasion. 

The curves of the diurnal distribution of the pressure 
of the aqueous vapour of the air are very interesting. 
Grouping the three series together and bloxaming the 
results, we obtain a curve of great simplicity, showing 
one maximum and one minimum, the maximum rising 
0*1 mm. above the daily mean from 11 a.m, to 3 p.m., 
and the minimum falling o*i mm. below it from 10 p.m. 
to 4 a.m. In other words, the curve of the force of 
vapour substantially agrees with the curve of tempera¬ 
ture, and it agrees with the same curve obtained from the 
wen sea observations of the Challenger* The curve for 
the Challenger observations taken near land shows a dip 
from about n ami. to 3 p.m. which is quite decided, 
though not of to pronounced a character as is seen over 
land during the summer months. A slight dip occurs in 
the separate curves of the Norwegian Expeditions for 
iSjto and 1877, which doubtless is due to the comparative 


proximity to land where several of the observations were 
made. This reduction in the amount of the aqueous 
vapour which is observed to occur during the hottest 
hours of the day is due to the descent of the drier air 
of the upper regions to take the place of the air which 
ascends from the heated surfaces of the earth. This 
diminution of the aqueous vapour of the air is not 
restricted to the air over the heated surfaces, but, as 
shown by the Challenger and Norwegian observations, 
it extends for some distance out at sea, probably as far as 
the indraught of air from the sea towards the land heated 
by the noonday sun is felt. 

The curve of the diurnal velocity of the wind deduced 
from the whole of the observations and bloxamed reveals 
the fact that the influence of the lower pressure which 
obtains over the interior of Scandinavia, as compared 
with that round its coasts during the hottest months of 
the year and the hottest hours of the day, extends much 
further out at sea than might have been supposed, and the 
curve of the force of the aqueous vapour just referred to 
corroborates this view. The curve or the diurnal velocity 
of the wind substantially agrees with that of the tem¬ 
perature. 

The same overpowering influence of the sun is equally 
seen in the diurnal distribution of the temperature of the 
surface of the sea, the curve for which agrees with that 
for the temperature of the air. The curves for the sepa¬ 
rate years show, however, such striking differences in the 
mean amounts of the diurnal variation, and particularly 
in the hours of occurrence of the maximum excesses above 
the day means, as to show that a less close approximation 
to the true diurnal curve has been arrived at for the tem¬ 
perature of the sea than for any of the other meteoro¬ 
logical elements. In carrying out this work and discuss¬ 
ing the results, Prof. Mohn has clearly made a contribution 
of the greatest importance 10 the physical geography of 
the sea. Alexander Buchan 


VIENNA INTERNATIONAL ELECTRICAL 
EXHIBITION 


T HF. Vienna Electrical Exhibition was opened to-day 
to the public. The patron of the Exhibition, the 
Crown Prince Rudolph, the Portuguese Crown Prince, 
the Princes of the Imperial family, the higher function¬ 
aries of the State, and the Foreign Commissioners were 
present at the opening ceremony. The attendance of 
the public was small; only 4000 persons have visited 
the Exhibition to-day, the weather being rainy. The 
Crown Prince, in replying to the address delivered 
by Baron Erlanger, the president of the Exhibition 
Commission, said tnat it did not seem to be only 
by chance that the third and greatest Electrical Ex¬ 
hibition is held in Vienna—in the town in which, in 
1833, lucifer matches were invented by Preschel, from 
which, in 1837, the stearine candle found its way through 
the whole world, and where the lighting of streets by gas 
had been suggested by the Moravian, Zinser, before it was 
carried out in England. 

The Exhibition, though still incomplete, promises a 
good display illustrative of the great progress made 
in practical electricity during recent years, and showing 
how the application of electricity for tne various purposes 
of industry and of daily life is becoming more and more 
common. So far as we can see now, although the work 
of installation of the machinery and apparatus is not yet 
completed, the Exhibition will stand comparison with 
previous exhibitions as to the number and variety of 
exhibits and the arrangement of the whole. From the 
official catalogue published to-day we learn that there are 
579 exhibitors, 323 of whom are from Austria, 133 from 
France, 68 from Germany, 27 from Russia, 16 from Italy, 
10 from Denmark, 13 from America, and 27 from Eng¬ 
land. Thus the Exhibition is rather a Continental one, 
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and it is generally much regretted that so few exhibits 
have been sent from England, which has played a leading 
part in the development of applied electricity. 

A special feature of the Viepna Exhibition is the building 
itself—the Rotunda, built by Scott Russell, the eminent 
engineer, in 1873, covering with its annexes and courts a 
space of 33,000 square metres. The vast dome is 79 m. 
in height, and three galleries, the highest—the lantern 
gallery—being 66 m. above the ground, make it well 
adapted for illumination by electric lamps. Everything 
has been done to make the Exhibition as interesting and 
attractive as possible. Between the Rotunda and the 
Praterstern an electric tramway will run. The Rotunda 
is brought into telephonic connection with the Opera. A 
gallery of the Exhibition building contains a model 
theatre lighted by incandescent lamps, where ballets will 
be performed and scientific lectures given by eminent 
specialists, while another gallery contains beautifully 
arranged and furnished interiors and the picture gal¬ 
lery. In the machine rooms the great boilers make a 
gigantic impression; they will supply the various motors 
with 1400 horse-power to drive the electric machinery 
for lighting and transmission of motive power. In 
the nave are arranged the exhibits of different railway 
companies and also various scientific apparatus, of 
which further details will be given in subsequent com¬ 
munications. 

Vienna, August 16 


NOTES 

We understand that Her Majesty's Government having 
through the Foreign Office been invited to appoint delegates to 
the International Geodetic Congress to be held at Rome in 
October next, at which the adoption of an international common 
meridian and common lime for railway and telegraph purposes 
is to be discussed, the I-ords of the Committee of Council 
on Education appointed a Committee to report on the subject. 
The Committee consisted of the Astronomer-Royal, General 
Cooke, C.B., R.E. (late Director-General of the Ordnance 
Survey), General Strachey, C.S.I., R.E. (Member of the India 
Council), and Col. Donnelly, R.E. (Secretary of the Science 
and Art Department). In consequence of their Report, the 
Treasury have consented to provide the travelling and personal 
expenses of two delegates. We are glad to say that the Science 
and Art Department, in concert with the Foreign Office, have 
appointed the Astronomer-Royal and Col. A. R. Clarke, C.B., 
R.E-, F.R.S., to represent this country, and that they have 
consented to act. 

The local secretaries at Southport have been exerting them- 
selves to make the visit of the British Association a success. Excur¬ 
sions are arranged for Saturday the 22nd and Thursday the 27th of 
September. The Association has not met in Lancashire since the 
meeting at Liverpool in 1870 under the presidency of Prof, 
Huxley, and it is believed that the industries of the county have 
since then so developed and expanded as to open up fresh sources 
<>f interest to the chemist, the engineer, and the economist. It 
is believed that ample and convenient accommodation for a full 
meeting of the Association has been secured. The Winter Gar¬ 
dens have been engaged for the exclusive use of the Associatio 1, 
and in them will be given the Presidential Address and evening 
lee ures, and in them will also be held the conversazioni. The 
spacious assembly room in the Cambridge Hall will be devoted 
to the purposes of a reception room, and# suitable halls have 
been acquired for the use of the various sections. Numerous 
excursions are in process of arrangement. Among these is a 
visit to Stonyhurst College, the observatory, museum, library, 
collection of ecclesiastical vestments, and grounds, which are 
extremely interesting. The Abram Colliery, near Wigan, w 111 
be open to inspection, as will also the Wigan Coal and Iron 


Company's pits and ironworks. Messrs. Platt Brothers and Co* 
have offered to show a party of members of the Association over 
their extensive machine works at Oldham, and certain large 
cotton mills in the same town will be open to visitors on the 
some day. A geological excursion will be made to the neigh* 
bourhood of Clitheroe and the Victoria Caves, which it is hoped 
will be personally conducted by Mr. R. H. Tiddeman, M.A., 
F.G.S., who made the geological survey of the district. Another 
party will visit Furness Abbey and the Lake District, The 
Earls of Derby, Crawford and Balcarres, and Lathom, and Mr. 
Weld-Blundell of Ince Blundell, will throw open their grounds 
to members of the Association, and at some of these places 
garden parties w ill be given. There is abundant hotel accom¬ 
modation of the best kind, as well as good hydropathic establish¬ 
ments and numerous excellent lodging houses. A list of all these 
has been prepared and published in pamphlet form. 

The French Association began its meetings at Rouen on 
Thursday last, when the president, M. Frederic Passy, gave an 
caddress on the history of political economy. The revenue of 
the Association during the past year amounted to 85,677 francs, 
of which 13,900 francs were devoted to purposes of research. 
The capital of the Association reaches the large sum of 454,526 
frunes. On Friday evening M. Halt, bydrographer to the 
French navy, lectured on the transit of Venus in December, 
1882, while another lecture on the transmission of force was 
given by Prof. ComberoUR&e. Considerable time was devoted 
on Saturday in the Engineering Section to proposals for improv¬ 
ing the navigation of the Seine. Various excursions have been 
made during the week, and will be continued to morrow and 
following days. 

Mr. Belt has been commissioned by the employes of the late 
Mr. William Spottiswoode, President of the Royal Society, to 
execute a monument to his memory, and the site for its erection 
will be in front of Her Majesty’s Printing Office. 

Vienna papers announce the death at Botzen, in the Tyrol, 
on August 10, of the Austrian Vice-Admiral, Baron von Wul- 
lerstorf-Urbair, one of the most learned and scientific officers 
that the Austrian navy has ever possessed, and who has con¬ 
tributed greatly to its professional improvement. He was not 
originally intended for a naval life, and was educated in the 
engineering officers' school at Tulla, where he acquired a great 
reputation, especially on account of his mathematical talents 
and proficiency. But a combination of circumstances led to 
bis being transferred to the navy at the age of eighteen. He 
was almost at once allowed leave of absence to continue his 
scientific studies at Vienna, where he pursued astronomy and 
meteorology under Littrow, at that time director of the Vienna 
Observatory. In 1839, when only twenty-four years of age, 
Wiillerfitorf was appointed to organise the marine observatoiy, 
and from that time till 1848 he acted as director of that institu¬ 
tion, and as professor of astronomy and navigation at the 
Naval Academy in Venice. In 1848 he returned to active ser¬ 
vice, becoming commodore in 1857, when he took command of 
the Novara on the celebrated expedition around the world, the 
first of the kind undertaken by the Austrian Government. In 
1861, being then rear-admiral, he became commander at the 
Venice station, and in 1864, during the Danish war, he was 
appointed to the command of the combined Austrian and 
Prussian squadron in the North Sea. In 1865 he become 
Minister of Commerce, a position which he held tdl 1867, when 
failure of health compelled him to retire from active life at the 
early age of fifty-two. He was a member of the Austrian 
Academy of Sciences, and of many other scientific bodies. He 
was sixty-eight years of age when he died; 

The liberality of Finland to faience is exemplary, The 

Senate has voted a stun of about 8000/. fisr hydrographlcal 
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researches and measurements in the Gulf of Bothnia. A suit¬ 
able steamer is to be purchased and fitted with the necessary 
appliances and instruments. We have received a communication 
from Prof. Lemstrom, in which he informs us that the Senate 
has also voted him a sum of 1500'. for the continuance of 
his experiments in connection with the aurora borealis during 
next winter at Sodankyljt. In a few weeks he will forward the 
programme of his intended researches to Nature. 

The arrangements for the autumn meting of the Iron and 
Steel Institutc } to be held on the 18th, 19th, and 20th of Sep- 
temher, at Middlesbrough, are now almost completed. An in¬ 
fluential local committee has been formed in that town, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Bolckow, and has organised a series of 
excursions and entertainments in honour of the Institute. The 
new Basic Steel Works of the North-Eastern Steel Company, 
and the new and very extensive works of Bolckow, Vaughan, 
and Company, at Eslon, will be the chief works to be visited, 
and as they are the first works that have been established in this 
country for carrying on the manufacture of steel by the Basic 
process, it is likely that they will be examined specially by the 
various members. Another interesting excursion will be made 
to the South Durham coal district, where a new system of manu¬ 
facturing coke, admitting of very considerable economy in the 
yield as well as in the collection and utilisation of nil the by¬ 
products obtained by the distillation of coal, has been for some 
time successfully at work. A very good list of papers has been 
formed for reading and discussion, and a fund of several 
thousand pounds has been raised to cover the expenses of enter¬ 
taining the members of the Institute. 

Padre Denza, the Director of the Observatory at Mon- 
calieri, expresses, in a letter to the Bishop of Ischia, the opinion, 
luaed on the information thus far obtained, that no ulterior 
dUasters are to be feared in Ischia for the present; and espe¬ 
cially if the forces at work under Mount Epomeo continue to 
find vents in the two active fumaroli. At the same time he 
adds:—‘ 1 We have, however, to do with capricious and un¬ 
certain phenomena which are still a mystery to science. They 
are matters which require close study, and I have recommended 
them strongly to de Rossi’s attention.” Prof, de Rosri, in his 
second report, a brief summary of which appeared in Nature 
last week, limits himself to the consideration of the many warn¬ 
ings that Nature gave of the catastrophe. His third report will 
treat directly of the phenomena connected with it. In the mean¬ 
time he is emphatic in recommending to the Minister of Agri¬ 
culture and Commerce the completion of that chain of observa¬ 
tories over all the volcanic districts of Italy, for ihe reception 
and consideration of the signs and movements noted in which the 
Roman Observatory was founded. Had that chain been at least 
more complete, and had the long-talked-of observatory in Ischia 
constituted a link in it, the Roman Observatory would have 
recognised the fact that the widely exle ided i-ubtcrranean move¬ 
ment, manifested with augmentation during the ten days anterior 
to July 38, had its centre of greatest, mo.-t continuous, and most 
variously marked activity at Casamicciola, and would have given 
that timely warning of the approaching storm which might have 
saved many lives. But, he adds there is a question as to whether 
such warnings should be given- The inhabitants of Albano 
might, for instance, have abandoned their houses in alarm, and 
have spent the night in the fields, had the extraordinary state of 
the Solfatara there been known publicly on the 28th. “ To this 
I reply,” writes Prof, de Rossi, “that the inhabitants of 
Casamicciola would also have spent the night in the open air, 
and many lives would have been saved.” But it is evident, ac¬ 
cording to the Times correspondent, from de Rossi’s first pre- 
liniinary report, that there is but little enthusiasm in favour of a 
nyfttieih «f earthquake warnings, Hka the storm warnings sent 


across the Atlantic, being adopted in Italy, where in many 
districts the inhabitants depend chiefly on strangers for their 
existence. He does not hesitate to attribute to a selfish fear of 
frightening strangers away the opposition made to the establish¬ 
ment of an observatory at Casamicciola. It has now been 
ascertained that the signs of warning at Casamicciola were 
numerous, and well known to those most interested in concealing 
them. But the possibility cf danger was ridiculed, and part of 
the performance in the theatre on that fatal evening was Polchi- 
nello flying from imaginary alarms of earthquake. Prof. 
Palmicri summarises his observations on the earthquake in Ischia 
as follows :—“ A small or moderate earthquake causing immense 
disaster, The continuous wearing away of the soil by the hot 
subterraneous springs is sufficient to explain the immense cata¬ 
strophe, which has been enhanced by the very bad construction 
of the houses. Some damaged by the earthquake of 1881 had 
remained without repairs. The disaster of July 28 will be re¬ 
corded more on account of the enormous loss of life and property 
than of its seismographic importance.” 

The Island of Ometepec in the Lake of Nicaragua has just 
been utterly devastated by a volcanic outbreak, causing an over¬ 
flow of several lava streams which filled up several valleys and 
ingulfed in its fiery current farmsteads, cattle, and all the culti¬ 
vated fields. The eruption began on June 19, when a new crater 
opened, A continuous earth-tremor resulted in an overflow of 
lava directed towards Las Pilas. Two days laler several other 
hills opened, pouring out lava in every direction, and the terri¬ 
fied inhabitants fled. Boats were sent from the neighbouring 
towns to save them. Tbe whole island is described to be at 
present a heaving mass of molten lava, quite uninhabitable. 

A SHOCK of earthquake sufficiently strong to move beds and 
displace crockery occurred last Thursday at Schuols, Pontresina, 
and Tarasp, in the Engadine. The shock was preceded by a 
violent storm and heralded by a peal of subterranean thunder. 

A statue of Daguerre will be unveiled at his native village of 
Cormeilles on Sunday. 

The recent inquiry in the United States Patent Office con¬ 
cerning the invention of the telephone has had the following 
results :—Out of eleven interference cases, eight of them have 
been decided in Bell’s favour, two in Edison’s, and one in 
MacDonough's. MacDonough’s award was for the invention of 
a "telephonic receiver,” consisting of the combination of an 
electric current with a magnet and a diaphragm arranged close 
to the magnet so as to reproduce accurately the sounds as regards 
quality and pitch, Edison’s awards are (1) for a “ hydroelectric 
telephone” ; (2) “for a spring carrying one electrode and con¬ 
stantly pressing against the other electrode, and the diaphragm 
to maintain the required initial pressure between the electrode 
and yield to the movements of the diaphragm." The most 
remarkable of Bell’s awards is the art of transmitting and repro¬ 
ducing sounds at a distance by means of an undulating elect ic 
current. The remaining awards of Bell’s consist of various 
forms of transmitters. 

A new galvanometer has been brought out by M. Ducretet, 
which contains the valuable properties of being dead beat and 
being used for both strong and high potential currents. Its chief 
points consist in a movable compound coil, the fine wire coil 
being near 6000 ohms, and the framework of this coil, which 
consists of a copper ring, being the low resistance coil. The 
magnetometer part consists of a box with a very delicately 
balanced needle immersed in some transparent liquid. The 
needle is very small, and has attached to it a fine aluminium 
pointer by which the readings are made. The galvanometer 
can be used for All strengths of current in practical use. 

Amongst the candidates who have offered themselves to fill 
tbe place in the Academy of Sciences vacated by the recent 
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death of M. Lagourncrie, we may note M. Biachoffijheim and Col* 
Laussedat, Director of the Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers, 

M. de Fonvikllk, writing from Annonay, informs us that 
at the unveiling of the Montgolfier statue Col, Perler, who was 
the official representative of the Government of the Republic* 
was in the chair, and spoke in praise of Montgolfier in the 
name of the French army, M, Dupuy de Lome delivered a 
written address, extending over two hours, being a detailed 
proch'Verbal of our actual knowledge of aeronautics. Like other 
speeches delivered on the occasion it will be printed in full in 
the Journal Qjficitl. M. Tisserand, the astronomer, spoke during 
a very few minutes, admitting that it would be possible to see 
Celestial bodies better if the observer were carried away from the 
earth nearer to the limits of the atmosphere. The effect of 
the statue, which has been cast in bronze, is very happy, M. 
Cordier having repre-ented the Montgolfiers in the act of inflating 
a Montgolfi&re—Joseph is presenting the ohject to his brother 
Stephan, who on his knees has in his hand a bundle of burning 
Straw and presents it under the hole. In the evening a banquet 
took place at the Hotel de Ville, Col. Perier being in the chair. 

The last number (the 28th) of the Mittheilun^en der dtut sc hen 
Gcsdlschaft fur Natur und Vblkerkundc Ostasicns contains the 
firrt instalment of a paper by Dr, Bach-, of Tokio, on the 
** Physical Characteristics of the Japanese,” The writer refers 
to the extraordinary contradictions on this subject in the ordinary 
wurks on Japan.. Thus Miss Bird says of the Japanese : 14 Their 
physique is wretched, leanness without muscle being the general 
rule;" while Consul'General Van Buren speaks of them in his 
reports to the Department of State at Washington as 44 a race of 
people of good physique, of stalwart and well-proportioned 
frames." And so with other writers. This is the more sur¬ 
prising that life in Japan is very public, and the opportunities 
for accurate observation are accordingly very numerous. In 
fact, Dr. Baels says, a study of the literature on the subject 
shows that we know nothing certain about the physical qualities 
of this people. This is probably to be attributed to the fact 
that detailed and accurate observations and anthropometrical 
measurements have not been made; and this defect Dr. Baels's 
position as professor and surveyor in the principal Japanese 
hospital gave him ample opportunity for supplying. Accord¬ 
ingly we find that his conclusions are supported by large number*, 
of statistics. In some cases 1200 persons w ere measured, and as 
a rule at least 100 measurements and observations were taken. 
The whole paper is divided into two sections, the anatomical 
and physiological, of which we have only the first in the 
present number. In examining the interesting question as to 
the origin and position of the Japanese race, the auth. r finds 
himself confronted with the most perplexing and contradictory 
ashertions respecting the Ainos. In two columns, side by side, 
he places the statements of two counttymen of his own—Drs. 
Doenits and Scheube—as to the Aino characteristics, with the 
result that one is in flat contradiction to the other, in such appa¬ 
rently simple matters as the hair, its growth and quality, the 
shape of the nose, &c. After a long examination of the 
authorities, however, he comes to the following conclusions ;— 
(l) The Ainos were the original inhabitants of Central and 
Northern Japan, and their influence on the modern Japanese race 
is small; (2) a Mongoloid tribe, similar to the better class of the 
Chinese and Coreans, emigrated from the mainland through 
Corea, and settled the eouth-western part qj the main island, 
and from thence spread themselves over that bland ; (3) another 
Mongol tribe, bearing a resemblance to the Malays, first settled 
in the south in Kiushiu, and gradually conquered the whole 
country. This stem is represented now In its purest form in 
Satsuma, and gave Japan its Imperial House. It also forma the 
largi mass of the Japanese of to day. He further surmises that I 
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the second factor, namely those Mongols with the fine feature?, 
came from far to the south and west, and ware perhaps related 
to the Akkadians $ but he finds no direct connection whatever 
between the Japanese and any Semitic race* The remainder of 
the paper is occupied with statistics respecting the sue and pro* 
portion of the body and its single parts. 

We have received from the director of the Meteorological 
Observatory of Tokio fome of the daily weather maps issued by 
. that institution. The observatory, which is attached to the 
geographical bureau of the Home Department, is not new, 
although it was not till 1881 that a plan for a telegraphic weather 
service was suggested to the Government. From July 1, 1882, the 
introduction of millimetres and degrees Centigrade, and of three 
equidistant, simultaneous meteorological observations at 6 a.m,, 
2 p.m., and 10 p.m. Kioto time were sanctioned. Twenty-two 
fetation* were established from Kagoshima and Nagasaki in the 
south to Hakodate and Sapporo in the north. Each morning 
one telegram recording the observations of the previous day is 
despatched to Tokio, and appears in three weather maps* These 
latter are both in English and Japanese, and are printed with 
great clearness. It is intended, as feoon as sufficient experience 
has been acquired, to supplement the reports and maps by the 
issue of warnings and indications. 

Those interested in the origin and history of the telephone 
should read Prof. Silvanus P. Thompson's 41 Philipp Reiss, 
Inventor of the Telephone," a biographical sketch, with docu¬ 
mentary testimony, translations of the original papers of ihe 
inventor, and contemporary publications, E. and F. N. Spon 
are the publishers. 

We have received the last volume of the Memoirs of the Ktejf 
Society of Naturalists (voi. vii.), which contains, besides the pro¬ 
ceedings and a note on chemical analyses of the Kieff clays, 
an elaborate memoir, by M. Armashevsky, on the geology of 
the province of ChernigofT, with a geological map of the province. 
It is covered with Upper Chalk, more than a hundred feet 
thick, quite like that of the neighbouring provinces, and the 
fossils of which prove to be intermediate between the Senonian 
and Turonian. The chalk appears, however, only in the deeper 
excavations of the Desna and Sudo>t Rivers, as it is covered 
with a thick >hcet of Tertiary deposits, which are found through* 
out the north-eastern part of the province, disappearing towards 
the south-west under the boulder clay, The Tertiary consists 
of two parts—the Glauconite sands and sandstones, and the 
quartz feands with intermediate beds of sandstones. It is 
most varied in colour and composition, and contains phos¬ 
phorite, caolm, brown-coal, and boulders of chalk. It is 
a part of the immense Tertiary basin that covers Southern 
Russia from Kherson and Kieff to Saratoff and Simbirsk, 
and bears the characters of shallow-sea deposits, with banks 
of oysters. The fossils discovered by M. Armashevsky leave 
no doubt as to its belonging to the Lower Eocene. It i» 
covered in its turn with Post-Pliocene pottery clays, and these 
last with an immense sheet of boulder clay, which is widely 
spread throughout the province, as well as throughout the whole 
of middle Russia. It is an unstratified and unwashed mixture 
of clay, sand, and boulders, partly of Scandinavian origin and 
partly brought from all those formations that are met with to the 
north of Chernigoff; that is, Silurian, Devonian, and Carboni¬ 
ferous. Huge masses of chalk and Cretaceous sands are also 
met with in it. The boulders reach sometimes the rise of ten 
feet, and are sometimes polished and striated--the local ones as 
well as those brought from the north. The author, who Is well 
acquainted with the recent literature of the subject, and espe¬ 
cially with the numerous researches of German gladallsts, does 
not hesitate to recognise that the province of Chernigoff, ae far 
as Kieft* was covered by the ice-sheet that extended throughout 
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what is now middle Germany and middle Russia, the continental 
and glacial origin of the boulder clay being beyond doubt. His 
remarks on the extension and mode of formation of the loess, 
which appears with its characteristic features in the rtivined parts 
of the province along the valleys of the larger rivers, are also 
worthy of notice. It has a continental origin, but rather aqueous 
than atmospheric. 

A Fisheries Exhibition will be held in Ly^ckil in Sweden 
early next month. 

Last week at Coblenz experiments were made with young 
ravens with a view of replacing carrier-pigeons by them. The 
ravens are not so subject to being attacked and destroyed by 
hirds of prey. The ravens were sent from Coblenz to a small 
place on the Moselle near Treves, a distance of about forty miles. 
The experiments proved eminently successful. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include two Silver bucked Foxes (Cants chama 6 ? ) 
from South Africa, presented by Mr. John Muydon ; a Syrian 
Bear (Ursus syriacus) from Thibet, presented by Mr. A. W. 
Hicks Beach; two Ked-backed Shrikes ( Lanius collurio ), 
British, presented by Mr. I). Bowl; a Sparrow Hawk ( Accipitir 
nisus ), British, presented by Mr. F, Gunn ; two Spoiled Sala¬ 
manders (Salesman ira maculosa), European, presented by Miss 
Harris; two Kuss’s Weivcr Bird-> (Qudm russi) from West 
Africa, three Java Sparrow. ( Padda oryzivora ) fro 11 Java, two 
Saffron Finches (Syca/is Jlavcola) from Brazil, two Undulated 
Grass Parakeets (Melopdttacus und Hiatus) from Australia, a 
Gray-headed Love Bird (Agapomis carta) from Madagascar, a 
Goldfinch ( Car duel is cleans), two Bullfinches ( Pyrrhula europtca), 
a Chaff uch ( Fr in gill* ^Ub <■), a Lesser Red pale { Linota rufescens), 
a Siskin ( Chrysomitris spinus), British, an Indian Python 
(Python molutus) from Jmlm, deposited ; five Blut-headed 
Pigeons (Staru<r?ias cyanoccphalus) from Cuba, pm chased ; a 
Quebec Marmot (Arctomys motut. r), two Gray Squirrels (Seittrus 
ctncrcus) from North America, a Plantain Squirrel (Siiurus 
plant am from Java, received in exchange; five Common 
Vipers (Viper a bents), bom in the Gardens. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

Variable Stars. —The following are Greenwich mean 
times of geocentric minima of Algol to the end of the pre>ent 
year, which fall between about 6h. and 15b.; advantage has 
been taken of the recent observations of Dr. Julius Schmidt, at 
Athens, in their calculation :— 


1883, Sept 3 

... 12 56 5 

1883, Nov. 5 ... 

14 46-9 

fi 

... 9 45 '° 

8 ... 

ii 35*8 

9 

... 6 33-6 

21 ... 

8 24*6 

23 

... 14 3 «'S 

28 ... 

13 18*2 

26 

... II 2S’I 

Dec. I 

10 7*2 

29 

... 8 13'6 

4 ■*« 

6 56-2 

Oct. 16 

... 13 56 

18 ... 

i 5 a •$ 

19 

■ 9 54 3 

21 

it 506 

22 

... 6 43'o 

24 ... 

8 397 



27 ... 

5 28 *9 

A geocentric 

minimum of U 

Cepbei, Ceraaki’s 

short-period 

variable, falls about Dec. 1, 17b. 27m., and this phase takes 


S ee earlier in the night, through the winter. On February 19 
calculated time is nh. 58m. We assume two periods of 
this star.to occupy 4 , 9 * i 559 d * 

Mr. Chandler having found that the period of Sawyer’s 
variable in Ophiuchusis only hotu 7m, 41 *6s., this object goes 
through Its fluctuations in a shorter time than any other known 
wriame, R Muscse following next, according to Dr, Gould, with 
a period of about 31 h, aom. The variation of Hght of the 
former star is stated to be about three fourths of a magnitude. 
It is Lalande 31384, Weisse XVII, 143, and Satttini + 2% 200. 
Atgefehder and Heb call it 6tfu The mean place for 1883*0 is 
fo x. A* ryh. 10m. 3573*i Deck + i a oof 3< f , 

The Observations of fir. Schmidt and Mr. Sawyer show that 
a maximum of % Cygni occurred on September a*$, 1883, and 


the mean period during the last six or seven years having been 
about 408 days, another maximum may be expected about 
October 16. The bet»t position of this variable will be that 
given by a mean of Argefander’s places m vol. vi, of the Bonn 
observations, vis. for 

1855*0 ... R.A. 19I1. 44m. 59 d6s. ... Deck + 33* 32' 59 w, 4. 

With Peters* constants we find — 

Precession iu R. A. 2’3o65s. Secular variation -f 0*00135. 

,, Deck +8"“87Q. „ + a"*298 ) 

Whence for the beginning of the year 1884 the position becomes 
R.A. I9h. 6*5 s. Deck + 32 0 j 7 ' 15" 

The confusion that has taken place as to the identification of 
the true variable \ Cygni is almost ludicrous. Flamsteed at¬ 
tached Bayer’s letter to his 17 Cygni, being misled, as Argelan- 
dcr has shown, by the variable star being faint when he observed, 
in 1816 Oiberi referred, in Liudenau’s Zntschnft fur Ashonomie, 
ii. 185, to the misunderstandings and complications that had 
taken place through Flamsteed’s mistake, pointing out that 
Bigott first gave ihc correct position of Bayer’s x J it was soon 
after determined by Koch, and was observed by Lalande in his 
zone of August 13, 1793. Further, in 1818, Be*sel in the 
Fundament* Aslronotnia , in a note to 17 Cygni, wrote, ** Flam- 
j tcedius hanc stellam per x designat; sed Stella a Rayero ita 
dicta alia est neque reperitur in catalog.).” Notwithstanding 
these rectifications, Body, iu the British Association Catalogue, 
falls into Kin nsteed’s error, calling No. 67S4, 17 x Cygni, and to 
this circumstance is perhaps to be attributed the confusion in 
recent popular English treatises as to the identification of Kirch’s 
variable. 17 Cygni is a double star (2 2580), without any claim 
to the letter x ; Bayer’s x D Kirch’s vaiiable, and totally distinct 
from Flamsteed’s 17. 

A minimum of R Lepnris may be expected about December 
14 ; Mr. Saw yer Fund the star at a maximum about January 25, 
18S2. 

Title Great Red Spot upon Jupiter's Disk. —Prof. A. 
Riccb, of i he O bservatory at Palermo, in a communication to the 
Mcmorie della Soneth degli Spettroseopisli Italiani t gives inter¬ 
esting details of bis observations on the features of Jupit<r’& 
disk, during the last opposition. The red spot had become very 
faint, indeed barely distinguishable in April and May, and was 
invisible at the commencement of June. Mr. Marth, in his 
“ Ephemeris for Physical Observations of Jupiter" for the ap¬ 
proaching opposition, has retained the same daily rate of rotation 
adopted in the ephemeridcs for the last two opp >sitions, re- 
marking that even if it should be found that the great-reddish 
spot has entirely faded away, it is still desirable that its place 
should be specially watched, nnd hence it has not been advisable 
to make any alteration in the data for the epheineris at present. 

The Minor Planet, No. 234.—Prof, Peters notifies hi? dis¬ 
covery of a new minor planet on August 12, and strange to say 
he estimate's it as bright as the ninth magnitude. Its place at 
x8h. 51m, Greenwich M.T. was in R.A. aib. aom. 50s,, 
Deck - 12° 29k 

No. 175 Andromache, to which reference was lately made in 
this column, has so far escaped observation, though carefully 
sought for at Rome. 


GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Prop. Alphonse Milne-Edwards, chief of the French 
deep-sea expedition in the Talisman , writes from St. Vincent* 
Cape Verde Islands, under date July 28, that the expedition had 
met with complete auccess. After having investigated the deep- 
sea faui a of the African coast to a distance of some leagues from 
Dakar, the expedition proceeded to Santiago and St. Vincent, 
sounding all the way. The island of Branco, where no naturalist 
had ever been, was investigated, the great lizards of the island 
receiving special attention m their native habitat. The coast is 
so rocky the naturalists had to swim ashore. The island is ex¬ 
tremely volcanic, with scarcely any vegetation, although the 
lizards are herbivorous. The Talisman was about to proceed 
oa the last section of her’voyage, the investigation of the Sargasso 
Sea, 

The Austrian corvette Pel* arrived at Hamburg on the 19th 
from Jan Mayen. The Austrians, who were entertained at a 
banquet by the Geographical Society of Hamburg, have brought 
home a Urge quantity of natural history specimens and photo¬ 
graphs, and express themselves highly pleased with the Teaulu 
of their expedition. 
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The northernmost of the international meteorological stations 
round the Foie is that of the United States, in command of 
Lieut, Greely. It is situated in 81N. lat, close to where 
Nares wintered, on the coast of Smith’s Sound in Lady Franklin 
Bay. Since 1881, when the expedition took up its quarters, no 
news of any kind has arrived, as the vessel despatched in order 
to communicate with the same last summer could not get up for 
ice. This summer a strong attempt to relieve the party will be 
made, for which purpose the steamer Proteus has just left 
Franklin Bay accompanied by the U.S. war vessel Yantic. 
Should, however, the condition of the ice also this summer be 
unfavourable, the relief expedition will be put ashore at a cer¬ 
tain point on the east coa<t of Smith's Sound, and the Proteus 
will return. By the aid of Eskimo the expedition will attempt 
during the winter to relieve Lieut. Greely and his comrades, who 
have instructions to depart from their station if not relieved in 
the autumn. Depots with 1200 rations at each will be esta¬ 
blished along the route, and as Greely is provisioned up to the 
summer of 1884, there is no fear of his safety. During next 
summer a vessel will be despatched from the United States to 
bring home both expeditious, which will by then, no doubt, be 
found safe in some spot on the east coast of Smith’s Sound. 

Heft VIII. of Petermant?$ geographische Mittheilungen con¬ 
tains a long and interesting report by Dr. W. Junker, dateil 
May 1881, from the country of the A-Madi, in the region of 
the Upper Nile. In consequence of insuperable difficulties 
connected with the transport of his luggage, Dr. Junker was 
unable to reach Bakangai, the destination he had proposed for 
himself, and had to return northwards after crossing to the south 
bank of the Welle-Makun, in the country of the A-Bammbos, to 
the south of the district of Bnhr-el-Ghasal. The greatest diffi¬ 
culties travellers have to contend with is the carriage of their 
luggage, the natives to the south of that country, including the 
snojects of Ndornma, the people of the large>t part of the 
Niamniam region, and all further south being almost quite un¬ 
available for that service. Expeditions sent south from Bohr-el- 
Ghasal in quest of ivory have, therefore, to take their own 
porters with them. The travellers Schweinfurth and Miani have 
generally been under the necessity of attaching -themselves to 
such expeditions as has also Dr. Junker in all his more extensive 
travels, though the disadvantages and in particular the delays 
connected with this mode of travelling are very great. From 
Palembata, where during ten days he had to live exclusively 
on sweet bntates, Dr. Junker, crossing the watershed which 
divides the tributaries of the Werre in the north, from those of 
tlu; Welle-Makua in the south, came, after two days’ march, into 
the land of the A-Madi, a mountainous district, watered by a 
number of streams diffusing a constant moisture over the gentle 
declivities of their banks, and nourishing vigorous growthof 
bananas and oil-paltns. Dr. Junker stayed with the Prince 
Masinde for several days, during which he made an excursion 
to a group of mountains immediately to the south-south east, 
ascending the highest peak, Mount Malingde, whence he had a 
view of three almost equidistant but topographically very diverse 
points of tne Welle in its sweep from the west to the direct north. 
The A-Madi are described as a race largely resembling the 
neighbouring tribes in manners and cu toms, but whose speech 
shows not the least affinity to any one of the many languages of 
the wide surrounding region known to Dr. Junker. In structure 
they resemble the muscular and shorter figure of the A-Sandeh. 
They are brachycephalous, of medium stature, far below that of 
the tall Dinka, Nuehr, or even the Bongo, The A-Madi tattoo 
their breasts according to the most diverse patterns, though the face 
is generally left intact, with the exception of nose and ears. In 
the working of iron they are far behind the Mangbattu. The 
fruit of the banana is used at all its different stage* as the prin¬ 
cipal and sometimes the exclusive food of the people. Letters 
of Dr. Junker to Dr. Emin Bey, extending in date from Jangasi, 
in the former Munsa’s district, now Niangara’s, July 17, 1882, to 
a provisional station in the land of Semio, November 8, 1882, 

f ive us the latest details regarding his stqy in Mangbattu, and 
is plans for the future. 

Ba&on MttLLSR, daring his travels in the winter of 
1881-82 through Eastern Soudan, was shown some new 
maps executed by the Egyptian staff, under the direction of 
Rescind Pasha, and gives an account of them in the present 
number o! the Mittheilun^en. Reschid Pasha was induced to 
undertake this work in consequence of the want of maps, avail¬ 
able for military purposes, of the country on the borders of 


Egypt and Abyssinia. The survey of the triangular district de¬ 
fined by the three points, Massowah, Casiala, and Gallabat, 
was, according to Herr Muller*s information*, entered upon 
simultaneously by various surveying parties in 1875. No scien¬ 
tifically accurate set of maps, to be achieved with all the aid of 
theodolites, astronomical determination of places, and hypso- 
harometrical measurements, was aimed at, but only such a gene¬ 
ral plan as would satisfy military requirements. All the maps 
executed in this way, on the scale generally of 1; 1,000,00a, 
did not reach Herr Muller's hands, bat only those representing 
(1) Annesley Bay, (2) Gebel Godam, (3) the caravan road from 
Massowah vid M'Kullu and Ain, (4) the descent of the land at 
Samharr from Debra-Bizen as far as Ain, including Sabba Guma, 
Ailet, the Motad Valley, Assus, and Gurnhol, (5) Menaa, ex¬ 
tending as far as the Northern Hamsen, Dembesan, and Kar- 
meschiui. The map of this country is altogether excellent. 
Particularly well given is the Bogos country, including the Rora 
Az-Geret with Zad-Amba, Atirba, and tne Boggu Valley, as 
also Haihal and the dis-rict of the Red Marea. These maps 
due to the admirable energy of Reschid Pasha, though at pre¬ 
sent studiously concealed from Europeans, and Englishmen 
especially, must, in Herr Muller's opinion, before long enable 
people generally to obtain a distinct idea of that most interesting 
group of plateaus to the north of Abyssinia —Among other 
papers in the same number, Dr. H, Polakowsky gives, as a 
contribution to the geography and ethnography of Central 
America, a report of an expedition undertaken by the Bishop of 
Costa Rica (B. A. Thiel, a German by birth), in company with 
Lieut. L. P'ernandez and D. Jose Ma. Figueroa, to the wild 
Indian tribes, theChirippo Indians, of that Republic.—In a letter 
to Dr. Emin Bey, Lupton Bey, the Governor of Bahr-el-Ghas'd, 
reports an important discovery made by him in the last months 
of 1883 in the course of travels in the district of the Kredj 
tribes—the discovery, namely, of a large river of the name of 
Parpi. Rising in the mountains to the south-west of Hofra-et- 
Nahass, it runs south through very fertile lands and receives 
many tributaries, among others the Wille {marked on Schwein- 
fu.th’s map to the west of Uem Bckir).—The Mitthrilungen 
farther report a botanical collection mode by G. Kuhner of the 
Berlin Museum, at Bengasi, a collection which, added to that of 
Nchweinfurth, will materially increase our knowledge of the 
vegetation of Barka. 

It is announced that Dr. Emil Riebeck, who is well known 
in the geographical world for his successful travels and magnifi¬ 
cent collections, is at present engaged in making the arrange¬ 
ments for an undertaking which promise* to be of the greatest 
importance in the history of the exploration of Africa. The 
expedition is to be carried into execution by Herr Gottlob Adolf 
Krause, who is at present in Milan, and the immediate object is 
described as the investigation of the languages and social state 
of the inhabitants of the region about the Niger, Benue, and 
Lake Tsad. Herr Krause intends to follow the Niger from its 
mouth upwards for a distance of about 300 miles, and then 
robably to take up his position in some suitable spot, whence 
e can make a general survey of the surrounding country, decide 
on his further course of action, and await a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity for an advance into the interior. He intends to make his 
first stop either at Ripo Hill, by Egga, an English mission sta¬ 
tion, or to choose Shonga, near Rabba. 

According to intelligence received at Copenhagen, August 
18, from St Petersburg, the Imperial Russian Geographical 
Society has informed the Danish Minister to Russia that a report 
is current among the Samoyede inhab'tants of the Island of 
Waigatz that a foreign vessel has wintered on the eastern coast 
of that island. It was, however, at the same time pointed Gift 
that there was nothing to show that the ship in question was the 
missing Danish vessel Dijmphna % which started last year on a 
voyage of discovery to the North Pole. 

The Vega, the famous exploring vessel, returned at the end 
of last month to Norway from seal-hunting in the Arctic seas 
with 8750 seals on board. 

M. LfiON Poirier has left to the Geographical Society of 
Paris one-third of his fortune, the interest on which Is to be 
devoted once every three years to granting an annuity to the 
Frenchman who *holl have most distinguished himself by «* 
travels in the interests of science find commerce. 
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THE EDISON-HOPKINS ON DYNAMO- 
ELECTRIC MACHINE 

'T'HE following abstmct of the report by Mr* Frank S. Sprague 
* on the Edison-Hopklnson dynamo-electric machine will be 
found of interest to electrical engineers :— 

Characteristic features of the dynamo are t General arrange- 
menta—those of a shortened and differently proportioned Edison 
dynamo. The pulley, however, is outside of bearing, and with 
a face of 6| inches and diameter of 10 V inches projects inches 
outside the base plate* Field coils wound over a 9-inch core with 
ten layers of No. 16 copper wire {B. W.G.). Two legs in series. 
Armature : Diameter of core 9 inches, 74 c rib, single turn, 8 
strands of No. 16 wire, average length 43 inches. Wire bound. 
Diameter ioj inches, with ^ inch clearance from pole faces. 
Zinc plate connecting pole faces ; ends of magnets not scraped. 
Resistances: Field cold, 36 5 ohms ; armature cold, -026 ohms. 
Field measured ; armature calculated. Field warm, 37 ohms; 
armature warm, *0325 ohms. Power supplied from a Lawrence 
—Armington and Sims—engine, high-speed and non-condensing, 
driven by a link belt through arv Alteneck tension belt dynamo¬ 
meter. 


Engine diameter ... 

Stroke. 

Piston-rod . 

Fly-wheel . 

Indicator spring ... 


= 2.**• 9,# * 

12 ' 2 


... $4 inches accepted. 

... 915 inches measured. 

... if inch ,, 

... 40 inches ,, 

... 56 inches ,, 

L. A. rev*. 

33 ,ooo 

(2*425*-|j a ). rev*. 


33*000 

= Mean pressure X rev, X 0028107. 

The magnets were tested by the PoggendoriT method. 

Total H magnetic field = Gr X E X 

rests. X dif. 


E = 1 ‘457 Clarke's standard 
Gr = 6428 

Mean force in laboratory—Westminster ;— 

Earth. No. 45. 

May 7 . *121 ... 9*41 

May 8 . *122 ... 9*46 

May 12 . *122 ... 9*40 

Total H field for Manchester:— 

E and No. 45 . 9*55 

E and No. 17 . n*6l 


No. ij. 

11 40 
11*45 

11*52 


The results of three fairly full loads are given. No. 6 Time, 
about one hour; load, 192 lamps and ground of about 5 
amperes. Lamps not up to candle power. 


Potential galvanometer, magnet .. . 

No. 45 


,, „ position ... 

2 


,, „ strength ... 

9*55 


Average deflection ... .. 

20*79 


Potential at brushes . 

99*27 

volts. 

Current galvanometer, magnets ... 

No. 17 


,, ,, position 

2 


„ „ strength ... 

n*6i 


Average deflection . 

19*39 


Current in lamp circuit. 

112*56 

amp. 

„ field . 

2*68 

,, 

,, armature . 

U 5*24 

»» 

Resistance, lamp circuit . 

■882 

ohms. 

and field . 

*861 

11 

Total resistance of circuit . 

•893s 

»» 

E.M.F. 

102*97 

volts. 

Electrical energy in lamp circuit 

* 4*97 

H.P. 

,, „ field . 

•30 


,, ,, armature 

*58 


Total . 

15-91 

H.P. 

Dynamometer spring at rest ... 

112*23 

lb. 

,, ,, running free.. 

115*00 

t. 

,, ,, load .. .. 

180*11 

p. 

Total difference . 

67*88 

p» 

Above friction . 

65*11 

yp 

Total power to armature . 

»7*34 


Power above friction . 

16*63 


Friction . 

' 7 1 



Dynamo speed, 1081; engine speed, 289 3 *, efficiency of con¬ 
version, 97*7 per cent.; commercial efficiency, 86*3 per cent. 

Dynamo behaved well. Fields cold. Armature moderately 
worm. Wrist not uncomfortable on coils. Can also be held on 
commutator. Little sparking. 1 Bearings cool. No increased 
heating after standing. 

The same remarks about the behaviour of the dynamo are 
pertinent to two later experiments with 192 and 230 lamps re¬ 
spectively. There was no appreciable increase in the heating, 
and the load could easily have been carried a long while. An 
increased load of 30 lamps could be carried some time. 


Summary of Three Experiments 


No. 

Time. 

Speed. 1 

1 

Current in ampere*. j 

E.M.F. 

in volt*. 

1 

Electric H.P. appearing. 

H.P. delivered 
to pulley. 

Efficiency. 

Engine. 

Dy- 

nemo. 

Field. 

- - 

Lamp 

drcuU. 

i 1 

1 Total, j 

[ 

Brushes. 

! _ 

Total, j 

1 _ 

Field. 

Arms- 

ture. 

Lamp 

circuit. 

Total. 

Ab¬ 

sorbed. 

! 

Total. 

Cun- 

version. 

Com¬ 

mercial. 

6 

1 hour. | 

389 

1 

1081 

a'68 ; 

11356 

, 1 

II S *®4 

99*3 

1030 1 

* 3 6 

‘SB 

T 4'97 

i 5 ’ 9 i 

16 63 

17*34 

95*7 

86 

- 8 

31 min. 

309 

! H 57 , 

a *99 

12307 

1B 5‘99 

j 108 ’ 

IU‘1 1 

1 " 4 . 

■69 

i 7 ’Bi 

18-93 

30*13 

30 88 

94 ’° 

85 

9 

ill. tm 

3* si 

1179 

** 9 S j 

M 4’6 

W 55 

j 109*3 

ri4*x 

•43 

’OS 

ai’rS 

33-56 

aj ’79 

1 a 4 '56 

1 94 8 

86 


Means: 94 * 87 . 86 7. 


INDIAN METEOROLOGY 
L 

tJXPERIENCE only confirms what a cursory glance would 
have led us to anticipate from theoretical and a priori con¬ 
siderations—that meteorology, the most modern as well as one 
of the moat ancient of all the science*, requires to be studied on 
the largest possible scale. The synoptic chat ts of the late 
General Meyer in America, of Hofltoeycr in Germany, and our 
eWu Meteorological Office, have graphically and forcibly set 
before us the variety and complexity of conditions that occur in 
a horizontal direction, while the observations of balloonists and 
mountain travellers have equally illustrated the important differ¬ 
ence and often complete opposition which exists between the 
physic* of the upper and lower aerial strata. Indeed it may be 
affirmed of meteorology, with even more truth than of the 


analogous science of geology, that it recognises neither political 
nor superficially physical divisions of the land. When, there¬ 
fore, we confine our attention to the atmospheric conditions of 
one small political division of the earth's surface and attempt to 
educe from data collected within that region alone the laws 
which regulate thep^we are in a far worse position—especially 
if we take the British Islands as our example—than if we essayed 
to construct the science of geology by a like process, since in the 
latter case, if our horizontal range is limited, these islands ferm 
an almost complete and unique epitome of geological strati¬ 
graphy. In the case of meteorology, however, it 11 far other¬ 
wise, since our area is not only microscopic in relation to the 
scale on which meteorological changes occur, but is situated in a 
peculiarly unfavourable position for studying those changes with 
success. 

* Some lateral play of armature and tpindle. 
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In the matter of vertical range we are no less badly off, our 
loftiest elevation being less than one-fourih of that attainable in 
some countries. 

Fortunately for us, however, we have a dependency which 
offers rare facilities for the study, not merely of climate and 
weather, but of what is acknowledged to be the “highest 
branch of meteorology,” viz. atmospheric physics . 1 

India has, in fact, been often specially alluded to by leading 
meteorologists as a golden field for this line of research, and Mr, 
Blanford has with evident pride ventured to predict that, “given 
a few earnest and intelligent workers, this country [India] will 
one day play a part second to none in the advancement of 
rational meteorology.” 2 

The characteristics presented by India, and which have been 
specially noticed by Blanford, Buchan, and others, are (1) its 
great size—more than fifteen time^ that of what we are pleased 
to call Great Britain ; (2) its proximity to the equator ; (3) the 
occlusion of its area by the Himalaya on the north ; and (4) the 
phyBiographical contrasts it presents. If anything further were 
needed to show the desirability of investigating the meteorology 
of India, it would be the fact noticed by Prof. Eliot in hn 
“Report” for 1877 (p. 48), that while in Europe the changes 
of weather take place mainly in a horizontal direction, the homo¬ 
geneity of those in India over large areas shows that they are 
rather the result of vertical (expansive and contractive) actions, 
from which it follows as a necessary corollary that if the dyna¬ 
mics of the atmosphere are ever to be solved, we must ombine 
the facts obtained from regions of vertical with those from 
regions of horizontal motion, and, as Eliot says, “the two sets of 
facts must be regarded, not as opposed to, but as supplementing 
each other" Some idea of the work that is being done and the 
area it represents may be gathered from the fact that according 
to the “Report on the Meteorology of India for 1880” there 
are now 121 stations in the Indian area (including Ceylon and 
Burmah) where meteorological observations are regularly made, 
together with 385 raingaugc stations, representing in all an area 
of i, 131,000 square miles. 

This work finds an official outlet in the excellent “Annual 
Reports” published by Blanford, as well as the valuable 
monographs on the “ Meteorology of Bombay,” by Mr, Charles 
Chambers, E.R.S., and those on the *• Bay of Bengal Cyclones,” 
by lYof. J, Eliot, and it will, we venture to think, be admitted 
by all who have carefully examined these work*, that they not 
Only reflect great credit on the ability of the writers, but go 
some considerable way towards indorsing Mr. Blanford’s pre¬ 
diction. 

Besides these strictly official works, there are published a 
scries of papers entitled the “Indian Meteorological Memoirs,” 
which are intended, according to the preface by Mr. Blanford, 
as “a vehicle for the publication of such portions of the work 
of the officers of the Indian Meteorological Department as do 
not form part of the regular Annual Reports on the Meteorology 
of India,” 

In the present articles we purpose noticing briefly the first 
co nplete volume of these. Before doing so, however, we may 
observe that their quality is uniformly of a remarkably high 
order. We know of nothing approaching to them in this 
country in meteorology, except, perhaps, occasional papers in 
the Transactions and Proceedings of the Royal Society , or a few 
publications of the Meteorological Council; and we have to go 
abroad, to the ftepertorium of Russia, or the Zeitsckrift of 
Austria, before we can find papers of equal calibre. This defect 
is unfortunately more readily explained than remedied, In this 
country our best men, for reasons which are many of them 
obvious, and which we need not dwell upon, devote themselves 
to almost any other science but meteorology, The consequence 
is that little is done, and that little often indifferently, thus in 
some measure justifying the scorn which many physicists openly 
entertain for the science and all its disciples. Before, however, 
these gentlemen pledge themselves to their verdict, let them 
look abroad to America, Russia, and India, where mote interest 
is taken in the science, and where the field of operations is 
vastly more extensive, and the conditions mqre favourable, and 
we suspect they will be inclined to modify their views somewhat, 
and allow that after all this useful and still growing science can 
n >r only borrow from their laboratories, but repay with interest, 
and that it offers a more divergent scope than is often imagined 
f jr discoveries tending to throw light on some of the most intri- 
cite problems of physics. 

* Vide u Elementary Meteorology," by R. H. Scott, F.R.S., 1883, p. 4. 

a "Vatic Mecum," p. 3, 


Vol, I. of these “Memoirs” comprises twelve papers, the first 
of which is dated December 8,1876, and the last October, l88x, 
which wc will now proceed to examine seriatim. 

Paper I. “ The Winds of Calcutta,” by H. F. Blanford, 
F.R.S. 

This paper represents an analysis of ten years* hourly observa¬ 
tions of the wind vane, and four years 1 anemograms. One of the 
first things we notice is that while the annual resultant, calculated 
by Lambert's formula, which takes no account of variation of 
velocity but assigns an equal value to all observations, is south 
14* west, that derived from the four years 1 anemograms, where 
the true resultants enter, is south 18^ east, the difference being 
caused by rhe greater frequency and less velocity of west than 
east winds at Calcutta. Another interesting conclusion dedu- 
cible from the annual figures is that the velocity of Jhe Bay of 
Bengal pouth-ea&t) branch of the monsoons current is consider¬ 
ably less than that of the Bombay, or as it is called Arabian Sea 
(south-west) branch of the monsoon. This fact was previously 
noticed by Mr. Blanford in his paper on the “ Winds of Northern 
India,” 1 and receives further confirmation from a comparison of 
wind*velocities at representative stations in the Bombay and 
Bengal Presidencies in recent reports. Thus in that for 1877 
Prof. Eliot gives the following comparison of velocities for 
representative stations in August, on opposite sides of the 
Peninsula :— 


Bombay, 


Kurrachce 
Bombay . . 
Belganm ... 
Bangalore 
Akola 
Nagpur ... 
J nbbulpore 


Average da-ly 
wind velocity 
—August. 

... 4978 
... 408-3 

- 2133 

... 219-0 

... 189-5 

... 131-9 

... 127-5 


Bengal. 

Average daily 
wind velocity 
—August. 

Sangor Island 2$ 1 *0 

Calcutta. 123-4 

Chittagong ... 151 *4 

Ihicca . 147*9 

Patna . 80*4 

Allahabad ... 91*6 

Roorkee. 65'5 


Prof. Eliot arcribes this defect in velocity of the Bengal 
branch of the monsoon to the deflection it undergoes by im¬ 
pinging upon the Arakan and Himalayan range*. 

And doubtless this expresses a portion of the truth. It 
ignores, however (explicitly at least), a circumstance which we 
think has a good deal to do with the result, viz. the fact that this 
deflection acts so as to continually rob the current of its easterly 
component , due to the change of latitude, and which, in conse¬ 
quence of its northerly direction , tends to be continually repro¬ 
duced. In consequence of this, the current, instead of rebound¬ 
ing from the Arakan hills once for all, tends to hug the moun¬ 
tains all round the northern borders of Assam, and consequently 
h>ses a good deal of its velocity by the friction thus engendered. 
The importance of this south-east branch of the monsoon current 
cannot be over-estimated. It depends evidently for its existence 
on the presence of the Bay of Bengal, so that, were the latter 
area land instead of water, the now moist and fertile districts of 
Asuam and Bengal would probably be arid wastes like the deserts 
of Scinde and Rajputana. 

In discussing the diurnal variation in the direction and velo¬ 
city of the wind, Mr. Blanford alludes to Mr. Chambers 1 dis¬ 
covery of the relation between the double diurnal variation in 
the wind components and the critical points in the diurnal baro¬ 
metric tide. 

M. Rykatcheff not long ago, on the basis of the diurnal 
variation of the east and west components of the wind, laid the 
foundations of a most ingenious theory of the cause of the diur¬ 
nal variation of the barometer. 9 Detailed reference to it here 
would be out of place, but it may be observed that the fact of the 
easterly components prevailing at the time of diurnal rise and 
the westerly at the time of tne fall of the barometer, both at 
Calcutta and Bombay, accords with the daylight conditions at 
all the stations cited by Rykatcheff, as well as with the view 
that the air near the surface flows out from the to a.m. wave 
of high pressure, both in its advance from the east and Its retreat 
towards the west. 

The explanations of the diurnal oscillation of the barometer, 
propounded by Rykatcheff and Chambers, while Ihey coincide 
m attributing it to the proximate influence of the analogous 
diurnal variation in the vetefty and direction of the wind, differ 
from each other essentially in one or two points. Thus Ryka¬ 
tcheff leaves the north arid south components out of account 

" PhiL Tram., vol, chdv. pat* it., pp % 563-653. 

* "La Marche Diuroe du Barometre ett Rttieie at quelquea RSauique* 
coticemant« Phenomena en gln&al/r Ref. far Met,, >879. 
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altogether, and only takes the east and west components into 
connderation. Mr. Chambers, on the other hand, while attach¬ 
ing considerable importance to the meridional components, ex¬ 
cept very near the Poles, oiftitB curiously enough all reference to 
the probable corresponding variations in the upper currents of 
th* atmosphere, upon which Rykatcheff discourses most effec¬ 
tively. Each theory alone is defective ; a combination of the 
two would probably form a fairly satisfactory explanation of a 
considerable part of the diurnal variation, though it will be safer 
at present to conclude that, while there is a very intimate rela¬ 
tion between the diurnal variation of the wind and the barome¬ 
tric tides, we do not as yet know for certain whether either is 
the cause of the other or whether both are not effects of some 
common cause. 1 

Mr- Blanford discusses the diurnal variation of the wind at 
Calcutta through the medium of Bessel’s interpolation formula, 
and by comparing similar terms in the wind and barometric 
equations deduces several interesting results. Thus the single 
(semicircular) oscillation of the north and south components, is 
found to represent in all probability the diurnal land and sea 
breeze, while the single oscillation of the east component coin¬ 
cides in direction and phase w ith the rise and fall of the day land 
wind from the interior of the continent. 5 * 

Dealing in like manner with the double (qundrantal) terms, it 
is shown that the variations of both the north and south compo¬ 
nents and east and west components is very similar to that of 
the second term in the barometric fluctuation, though the course 
of the north and south com onents is exactly the reverse in 
direction of those at Bombay. 

In part ii. of this paper the thermal, baric, and hyetic wind¬ 
rows ore discussed. The results may be briefly summed up 
as follow-. :—(1) that polar currents play no part in the wind sys¬ 
tem of Bengal, which indeed might have been anticipated, owing 
to the presence of the Himalayan barrier to the north isolating 
India in so unique a manner from extra-tropical influences ; (2) 
that rain is most probable, not when the monsoon current is 
blowing steadily, but “when it is deflected from its normal 
direction by some local irregularity of pressure/’ in other words, 
when small depressions prevail, and in this respect it would seem 
that the law js one of general incidence ; (3) that when the 
periodic components are eliminated there i* no definite relation 
between the non-periodic variations of pre-sure and those of 
temperature and humidity. This result is just what we should 
expect from a local application of the statistical method, now we 
know, thanks to the recent development of the synoptic method, 
that the larger oscillations of pressure which accompany the 
passage of cyclones and anticyclones, are due to conditions which 
are in operation over regions widely removed from those where 
such oscillations prevail. This conclusion, moreover, so far as 
India is concerned, derives fresh sun, ort of late from the fact 
that certain ahnormal features in the pressure oyer India and 
adjoining countries during the droughts and famines in Madras 
and the North-West Provinces in 1876-77 were due to some 
widespread influence which mainly affected the atmosphere above 
the level of the Himalayan sanitaria (7000 feet), since the varia¬ 
tions in the density of the atmospheric stratum below this level 
were not only opposite to those at the higher levels, but to those 
which prevailed in the total pressures at the lower stations 
throughout the Peninsula. 

PaperII. “The Meteorology and Climate of Yarkand and 
Kashgar.”—This is a discussion chiefly of the registers kept by 
Dr. Scully, of the Bengal Medical Service, who, in the autumn 
of 1874, accompanied the mission sent by the Indian Govern¬ 
ment to Kashgaria under the charge of Mr- R. B. Shaw, The 
observations were carefully made, and as they represent a dis¬ 
trict whose meteorology hid hitherto been entirely unknown, and 
of which we can only get samples by the aid of such rare oppor¬ 
tunities as political embassies, their discussion is well worth the 
labour which Mr. Blanford has bestowed upon it 

where it was possible, on the route, and at Yarkand and 
Kashgar on four days in each month, horary observations were 
made. 

Some evidence of the laborious nature of the task to which 
Dr. Scully so nobly devoted himself may be gathered from the 
fact that in order to get a second observer he was obliged to 
teach on uneducated hill coolie named Bhola, first the use of 

1 A fiill account of Mr. CHsmbcra’ theory is given in the Pkttotafihkal 
TnmstuHmt. *873, and in the Prec, Roy. See. , x*v„ p. 40*., 

■ This vino i# called an anti-convection current, as will subsequently be 
aeqq in our notice of a paper by Mr. Chamber* on ,f The Wind* of 
Ktrriariwa.” 


English numerals, then decimal fractions, and finally the mode 
of reading and recording the various instruments in the newly- 
acquired notation. 

Any one who knows the amount of intelligence evinced by the 
ordinary Indian coolie, will agree with Mr- Blanford in his re¬ 
mark that “it was on achievement which reflected the highest 
credit on both teacher and pupil.” 

From the geographical description of the country which 
accompanies Dr. Scully’s report, gather that the soil is very 
arid, me rivers are chiefly snow-fed, and that there are deposits of 
locss t similar in all respects to that of the Rhine and the Danube. 
By many, this loess is inferred to be of subaerial origin, and the 
peculiar dud-haze which prevails in these regions, is cited in 
favour of this idea. 1 

The chief points noticed in this paper are: (1) the excessive 
dryness of the climate and consequent large amplitude of the 
diurtnl temperature oscillation ; (2) the abnormally large annual 
range of barometric pressure ; and (3) the fact that the non¬ 
periodic oscillations of barometric pressure nt Yarkand, unlike 
those of stations situated to the south of the Kuen-Lun, Kara¬ 
koram, and Himalaya ranges, appear to have home sort of 
connection with those of Europe. -Such large oscillations are in 
fact probably confined to the lower and denser portion of the 
atmosphere, which is effectually partitioned of! from the north by 
ranges of such lofty elevation. 

The latter part of the paper deals with the diurnal periodic 
oscillations in the pressure, vapour tension, and winds, and it 
may lie observed that, in regard to the first of these, Yarkand is 
found to exceed in range any other place under an equally high 
latitude. Even in winter it average^ 0 07 inches between 10 
a,m. and 4 p.m., while in June and July it is 0*098 inches 
l>etween the same hours. 

In other respects the curve is characteristically continental, the 
fall of the night tide being almost evanescent. 

The diurnal variation of the wind at Yarkand aUo presents a 
peculiarity worthy of remark, in that, as at 7 -ikawei, in China, and 
Upsala, in Sweden, it violates the general rule that easterly com¬ 
ponent- prevail in the morning and westerly in the afternoon, 
lake the sea in these places, the desert stretches to the ea^t of 
Yarkand, and there is every reason to suppose that something 
analogous to a sea-coast system of local convection currents 
exists which overrides the normal right-handed rotation of the 
diurnal breeze. 

(To be continued.) 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

The Gilchrist Engineering Entrance Scholarship at Univer¬ 
sity College, Hondo 1, will l>e open to competition at the end of 
September. The conditions of examination are this year some¬ 
what altered in a direction which places the scholarship better 
within the reach of those for whose benefit it was founded. The 
detailed regulations can be obtained on application to the secre¬ 
tary of University College; the following is a summary of 
them :—Candidates must be under nineteen years of age, and 
must send in notice to compete by September 23. The subjects 
of examination are (1) elementary mathematics, and (2) any two 
or more of the following five subjects : mechanics, mechanical 
drawing, essay on one of three given subjects connected with 
mechanics or engineering, French or German, the use of tools* 
either carpenters’ tools or the lathe (wood or metal), or the file. 
The Scholarship is of the value of 35/. per annum, and is tenable 
for two years. There is also at University College a Senior 
Engineering Scholarship, awarded at the close of the session, of 
the value of 80/. The regulations affecting this scholarship, as 
well as those of the Andrews Entrance Prizes, &c., can be 
obtained on application to the Secretary. 

University College* Dundee, has already issued its first 
Calendar, necessarily a thin one, but bound to increase in size. 
So far as the science classes are concerned, and these ore the 
prominent features in the College, the arrangements are fairly 

1 Richthofen, in hit work on China* similarly attributes the enormously 
thick formations of loots in the northern part of that country, to the action of 
the winds. It seems reasonable, however, to imagine that, uke the analogous 
European deposits, It might have been orfirinally deposited os Pleistocene 
glacial unstrained mud from the neighbouring Thi*n-Shaa and Koea-Lun 
r*ng«*. and that 4 ha* since been redistributed and perhaps in part aug¬ 
mented, by soohan action. The feet that It occurs In North China, and not 
South China, and that traces of the Glacial period extend as far south as the 
Himalaya, favour* this supposition. 
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complete, and a good staff of professors has been obtained. 
That literature will not be neglected is evident from the fact that 
the Principal of the College, Prof. Peterson, has for his subjects 
Lai in and Greek. We have also received the Calendar of the 
Mason Science College, Birnftngham, a thick volume which 
shows the institution to be in excellent working order. The 
Calendar of University College, Liverpool, is much more modest, 
though its staff of professors and lecturers is pretty compre¬ 
hend ve. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

Adi of the R % Accademia dei Lined, May 6.—Report on Veri 
and Parona's “Geological Studies of the Fossil Shells of Terni 
and Kicti,” by MM. Tamuelli and Capellini.—Report on Dr, 
Lucchetti's “Crystallographic Notes,” by MM. Koemer and 
Spezia.—A memoir (in Freud*) on the invariants and covariants 
of a function transformed by a quadratic substitution, by W. 
Spottiswoode —On the nature of the expansions of gas produced 
by the electric spark, by big. Villari.—Distribution of matter 
acting on the surlace of an ellipsoid in order to procure in the 
interior of such a body a given action constant in furce and direc¬ 
tion, by Sig. Glasir.—U11 the relations existing between the 
refrangent power and chemical constitution of organic combina¬ 
tions, by MM. Bernhcimer and Nasini.—-On a hypergeometrieal 
differential equation, by big, lies so.—Some theorems relative to 
the binary forms of any power, and their application to the study 
of Uie multiple roots of equations of the sixth degree, by Sig. 
Maisano,—On some derivatives of berberine, by M. bernheimer. 
—On the distortion of perspective observed in ihe telescope, by 
Sig. Govi.—Meteorological observations at the Royal Obser¬ 
vatory of the Campidogho during the month of April. 

May 20.—Note on Ugo BaLzani's “ Early Chroniclers of 
Europe,” by S. Tommasim.—On the commentators on Martianus 
CapelU, by Sig. Narducci.—On the theoretic value of the co¬ 
efficient of tension, of the atomic specific heat of aeriform bodies, 
and of the dynamic equivalent of caloric, by Sig. Violi.—Account 
of the recent archaeological discoveries in Ventimiglia, Gussola, 
Cosalmaggiore, Norcio, Tarentum, and other parts of Italy, by 
Sig. Fiordli. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

Paris , 

Academy of Sciences, August 13.— M. Blanchard, pru¬ 
dent, in the chair.—On Kekul^s 0 -butylglycol CH S —CH .— 
OH—Gil,—CH 3 . OH, obtained asau accessory product of the 
hydrogenation of aldehyde, by M. Ad. Wurtz.—On the laws of 
reflection as applied to the displacements of clastic bodies of 
definite form acted on by external forces, bv M. X. Kretz,—A 
comparison of the hypotheses of magnetic fluids and molecular 
current^, by M. K Le Cordier.—Experimental researches on the 
aetjon of a liquid introduced by ft special process into the tissues 
of the vine for the purpose of destroying phylloxera (continued), 
by M, P. Labile.—Note on a composition employed by Mr. 
Hatch of San Josd, California, for the destruction of phylloxera, 
by M. J. Caire. The constituent of this compound are equal 
weights of sulphuret of carbon, jiotash, oxide of iron, and 
sulphur, mixed with eight times the same amount of mercury,— 
On copper as a preventative and curative of cholera, by M. V, 
Burg, After a study of thirty years the author concludes that 
copper absorbed in various ways into the system acts as an almost 
perfect prophylactic, the exceptions not being more numerous 
than in the cose of vaccination as a preventative of small-pox. 
Amongst other precautions he recommends the external appli¬ 
cation of copper under the metallic form of armatures, plates, 
or even ordinary coins; the burning of dichloride of copper in 
alcoholic lamps ; wine mixed with the natural mineral water of 
Saint-Christau; and the use of vegetables rendered green by 
sulphate of copper. The question of the treatment of cholera 
patients by copper is reserved for a future communication.—In 
connection with this subject, M. P. Davih recalls a memoir ad¬ 
dressed by him to the Academy in July, 1873, on the bronze dust 
used in gilding as a specific against cholera. —Observations relative 
to a previous communication of M, A. Goillot on the changes 
produced in the length of the Julian year, by Mr. E, J. Stone of 
the Radclifle Observatory, Oxford.—On the determination of 
the right ascensions of circumpolar stars, by MM. Ch. 
Andrei and Gounessiat,—On the critical point of oxygen, by 


M. E. Sarrau,—On the distribution of the caloric liberated or 
absorbed by oxygen and carbon respectively when combining to 
form oxide of carbon and carbonic acid, by M. A. Boillot.— 
On the composition of the asphalt or bitumen of the Dead 
Sea, by M. li. Delachanal. The presence of sulphur in con¬ 
siderable quantities is determined, implying a mineral origin, 
and distinguishing this bitumen from all others, which are of 
organic origin.—On the danger of contagion from the use of 
cracked stoneware in infectious diseases, by M, E. Peynisson, 
It is shown that the germs of cholera, typhoid fever, ana similar 
disorders may be preserved even in the slight fissures on the 
glazed surface to which all crockery and faience are liable.— 
Memoir on wheaten flours (part iL), by M. Ballard, The author 
shows that variable quantities of gluten may be obtained from 
1 he si me flour, according to the different treatments to which it 
is subjected —On the origin of individuality in the higher 
animals, by M. de Lacaze-Duthiers.—On the evaporation of 
marine and fire,-ft water in the Rhone delta and at Constantine in 
Algeria, by M. DieuUfait.—On the means employed to deter¬ 
mine by continuous registration the slight movements in the 
crust of the earth, by M. B. de Cliancourtuis.—On the cultiva¬ 
tion of the date-palm in sods charged with marine salt, by M. A. 
Richard. The present flourishing condition of the palm-groves 
at Elche and Alicante, on the south-east coast of Spain, shows 
that this plant thrives well inland saturated with salt water. 

Vienna 

Imperial Academy of Sciences, June 7.—C. von F.ttings- 
hausen, on the Tertiary flora of Borneo.—Z, von Robot, on 
Catiitubapolymorpka, —G. Tschernmk, contribution to classifica¬ 
tion of meteorites.—H, von Foullon, on the mineralogical and 
chemical composition of the meteorite which fell at Alfianello on 
February 16, 1883.—J. Kachler and F. V. Spitzer, on the action 
of sodium on camphor.—F, W. Dafcrt, on periodidea.— J. 
Schlesinger, on the causes of inertia and motion of masses. 
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THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION 

S OUTHPORT has been selected for the meeting of 
this body in 1883, and the fifty-third annual session 
will commence on the 19th and end on the 27th of 
September. It is not necessary to dilate upon the various 
reasons which led up to this arrangement. Suffice it to say, 
that there was strong opposition on the part of consider¬ 
able University and manufacturingcities ; and the success 
of Southport may, no doubt, be in great part attributed to 
the enterprise and business zeal which, within two genera¬ 
tions, have raised it from a seaside village to a populous, 
well-built, easily accessible corporate borough. 

To many people, perhaps the majority, in the southern 
counties, Southport is a name, and nothing more. It is 
doubtful whether the topographical knowledge of most 
educated Southerners would enable them to say, offhand, 
in what county it is situate. No one, however, has 
probably once visited the town without finding many 
things to admire and buildings to surprise. We may be 
pardoned for saying that Southport is less than eighteen 
miles from Liverpool, thirty-six from Manchester, sixteen 
from Preston ; Wigan, Blackburn, Bolton, Burnley, Old¬ 
ham, and other large* centres of manufacture being within 
easy distances. It should be enough to say that a circle, 
having its centre at the Town Hall, with a radius of forty 
miles, would include 4,000,000 people. The public build¬ 
ings are handsome and commodious, and every accom¬ 
modation is at hand to render the forthcoming gathering, 
even if very large in number, a perfect success. 

Liverpool being so near, a well-founded hope exists 
that the town will be honoured by a visit from numerous 
American, colonial, and foreign men of science. It must 
not be forgotten that Edinburgh and Dublin, Glasgow 
and Nottingham, Newcastle and Birmingham, are all 
within ready access of Southport. 

Southport is about five hours from London, and has 
through communication by two railways with every 
important town in the United Kingdom. 

On this occasion the Reception Room will be at the 
Cambridge Hall; the Council Room in the same building; 
the evening meetings and conversazioni will take place 
jp the Winter Gardens, which have been specially retained 
wholly for this purpose; the General Committee Room 
will be at the Town Hall; Sections A and B at the 
Atkinson Art Gallery; Section C at the Temperance 
Pall; Sections T) l and D fi respectively at the West End 
At the Congregational School Room ; Section E at 
S& George's Hall; Section F at St. Andrew's Hall \ and 
Section G at the Town HalL After this list, no one can 
doubt that there is ample accommodation, both for the 
members as a body, and for the several Sections. 

There are several first-clasts hotels, capable alone, it is 
estimated, of boarding and lodging 1000 people or more. 
Apart from this, there are houses where apartments are 
available to any reasonable extent. Probably the various 
<f company '"-houses, as they are styled locally, could 
accommodate between 10,000 and r2,000 persons. In 
addition to the regular places of this sort, many more 
-householders are prepared to become amateur lodging- 
: Vol. xxviu.—No. 722 


house keepers for the time in case of need. The Secre 
taries and Recorders of Sections will be boarded and 
lodged in houses on the Promenade, facing the sea, and 
within three minutes' walk of the Winter Gardens, or 
four to six minutes from the Reception Room, which is in 
the centre of the town. 

Dealing in detail with the arrangements for the meet¬ 
ing, it may be mentioned that the Local Executive Com¬ 
mittee has for chairman Dr. James Wood, Mayor of 
Southport. Among other members of the Committee 
in question, the names are found of the Earl of Derby, 
the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, the Earl of Lathom, 
Prof. Greenwood, and Prof. Roscoe (all of whom are 
also vice-presidents of the Association for this year). 
Committees have been formed to deal with hospitality 
and lodging arrangements, excursions, conversazioni and 
evening meetings, audit and finance, and the lecture to 
the operative classes. The local secretaries are Mr. J. H. 
Ellis (the Town Clerk), Dr. H. H. Vernon, and Mr. T. W. 
Willis (B.A. Cantab.), 

The retiring president, we may remind our readers, is 
| Sir C. William Siemens, and the president-elect is Prof, 
j Arthur Cayley, Sadlerian Professor of Mathematics in 
j the University of Cambridge. 

i The first general meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
September 19, at S p.m., when Sir William Siemens 
will resign the chair, and Prof. Cayley will assume the 
presidency and deliver an address. On Thursday even¬ 
ing, September 20, at 8 p.m., there will be a soiree in the 
Winter Gardens ; on Friday evening, September 21, at 
8.30 p.m., a discourse on recent researches on the distance 
of the sun, by Prof. R. S. Ball, Astronomer-Royal for 
Ireland ; on Monday evening, September 24, at 8.30 
p.m., a discourse on galvanic and animal electricity, by 
P/of. J. G. McKcndriek, Professor of Physiology in the 
University of Glasgow ; on Tuesday evening, September 
25, at 8 p.m., a soiree in the Winter Gardens ; and on 
Wednesday, September 26, the concluding general meet¬ 
ing will be held at 2.30 p.m. 

It must not be forgotten that on Saturday, September 
22, at 7 p.m,, a lecture to working people will be de¬ 
livered by Sir F. J. Bramwell on K Talking by Electricity: 
Telephones ” ; it is expected that the usual flock of Satur¬ 
day excursionists will furnish an overflowing audience. 

In connection with the soirees t it may as well be stated 
here that there is to be an exhibition of objects of scien¬ 
tific and artistic interest in the covered skating rink, a 
very prominent feature of which will be an exceptionally 
complete installation of electric lighting on the Siemens 
system, We believe that this last is intended to be one 
of the most complete exhibitions ever yet seen of its kind. 
There will also be in the large Pavilion (where the presi¬ 
dential address and evening discourses will be given, and 
concluding general meeting held) an exhibition of Lewis's 
improved system of incandescent gas lighting. This will 
also be given on the nights of the two conversazioni. 
The entries for other classes of exhibits (microscopes, 
&c.) are very satisfactory. 

A feature of these yearly gatherings is the arrangement 
for excursions to places of interest in the neighbourhood 
of the town selected from year to year. These are very 
numerous this time, and include Knowsley, Lathom 
House, Inec Blundell Hall, the Abram Colliery, Stony* 

T 
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hurst College and Whalley Abbey, the Lake District, 
Heigh Hall, St. Helens and Widnes, the Wigan Coal 
and Iron Company's Works, Chester and Eaton Hall, 
Liverpool (including a visit to a White Star steamer and 
a run along the dock’s fronts, Clitheroe District (Geologi¬ 
cal), and others which maybe announced in these columns 
next week. 

Rufford Park and Rufford Old Hall will also be 
visited, as well as the county town, Lancaster, which 
deserves more than passing mention. There is the old 
church there, the ancient castle (the residence, ages ago, 
of John of Gaunt), aqueducts of some importance, the 
Roman camp in the vicarage grounds, the assize courts, 
and many other objects of attraction and public buildings, | 
including asylums and hospitals of ancient and of modern 
establishment, and of very various character. 

There will be garden parties at Knowsley (by the kind¬ 
ness of the Earl and Countess of Derby), at Lathom 
House (on the invitation of the Countess of Lathom), and 
at Ince Blundell (the residence of Mr. T. Weld Blundell), 

In addition, the Mayor of Southport will give a garden 
party at Hesketh Park on Friday, September 21 ; and it 
is rumoured that he will also have two afternoon recep¬ 
tions, on days to be arranged hereafter, at his own resi¬ 
dence, Woodbank, The Rev. C. Hesketh Knowlys, the 
rector of the mother parish of North Meols, will also 
give a garden party in his grounds. 

The three railway companies running into the town, 
two of which have terminal stations at Southport, are all 
offering advantages and facilities in order to help making 
the meeting a success, For instance, the London and 
North Western Railway will run through carriages to 
Southport on September 17, 18, and 19, from London 
(Euston St3tion), Willesden Junction, Northampton, 
Stafford, and Crewe, by the 7.15 a.m , 11 a.m., J.30 p.m., 
3,0 p.m,, and 4.0 p.m. trains, and similar arrangements 
will be carried out for the return journey. 

Liberal arrangements have also been made by the 
local railway companies for the benefit of excursionists to 
the many attractive districts in the north and west of 
England. 

The arrangements at the Reception Room in Cam¬ 
bridge Hall will be of the usual complete kind at these 
gatherings, including postal, telegraph, ticket, reserved 
seats, lodgings, inquiry, lost property, daily journal, 
members' lists, local programme, guide-book, and other 
departments. The hall has been newly decorated through¬ 
out for the occasion, and, when furnished and in full 
work, will doubtless bear favourable comparison with i 
similar rooms at previous meetings of the Association. 
The telephone will also be brought into play, so as to 
connect all the Section Rooms both with the Reception 
Room and the Winter Gardens, as well as with the prin¬ 
cipal hotels and other large establishments in the town. 

A local fund has been raised of over 2600/., and 
strenuous efforts arc being made to increase that amount 
to 3000/. This will most probably be accomplished. 

Looking to all these facts—bearing in mind that South- 
port has a promenade of over a mile facing the sea, on 
which are three of the chief hotels and a string of hand¬ 
some private residences and lodging-houses; a pier, I 
which, with its extension, is within a few hundred yards 
of a mile in length ; the boulevards (in Lord Street and 


[August 30 , 1883 


its continuations east and west), bordered by handsbtnie 
edifices, public buildings of no mean architectural pre¬ 
tension, banks, &c,-^-enough has been said to justify the 
hope that Lancashire will once more distinguish herself 
as the hostess of the British Association, as she 
undoubtedly did in 1870 (the last time that it met 
within her borders), when, under the presidency of Prof. 
Huxley at Liverpool, one of the most characteristic, os 
well as one of the most numerously attended and in every 
way brilliant and successful meetings of the British Asso¬ 
ciation was held. 


PROFESSOR HAECKEL OH CEYLON 
A Visit to Cfylon. By Ernst Haeckel; Translated by 
Clara Bell. (London : Kegan Paul, Trench, and Co., 
1883.) 

HEN a man of scientific genius writes a popular 
book, it will generally be found to be either a 
great success or a great failure; mediocrity, as a rule, 
does not attend the work of such a man in either direc¬ 
tion. Now Prof. Haeckel is already well known to all 
the world as one of the few leaders in science whose 
literary ability is on a level with his more professional 
attainments, and whose genius is therefore exhibited m 
exposition as conspicuously as it is in research. Thus it 
was that when we heard he intended to publish a popular 
account of his six months' travel in the tropics, we ex¬ 
pected a great treat in the way of literary performance. 
We had, of course, read a good deal about Ceylon before, 
and thus knew that it was a part of the world which in 
point alike of natural scenery and natural history was 
well calculated to arouse the enthusiasm of such an 
artistic-minded naturalist as Prof. Haeckel; and knowing 
that his pen can paint almost as vividly as his brush, we 
were prepared for something of unusual interest in the 
story of his “ Visit to Ceylon.” Perhaps, therefore, it is 
not possible to say anything in higher praise of his book 
than that it has even surpassed our anticipations. The 
man of science has retired, as it were, into the back¬ 
ground, and left the way clear for the man of letters, the 
shrewd observer of men and things, the poetic lover of 
Nature —the frank, open-hearted, wide-minded German 
character which finds so admirable an expression in this 
great German biologist. Whether he is diving down among 
the coral reefs, forgetting his wounds in the keen joy of 
exploring the beauty and the wonder of those biological 
treasure-houses, or whether he is scrambling to the 
! “ World’s End ” through almost untrodden and untread" 
able jungles 8000 feet above the sea; whether he is 
moving in English society and deeming it needlessly 
formal in the matter of dressing for dinner under a 
tropical climate, which has turned his carefully-provided 
swallow*tail coat as white as a sheet with mildew; or 
whether he is living for six weeks at a time zoologtsing in 
| a remote native village without ever seeing a white 
wherever he is and whatever he is about, we are alike 
charmed by the character of the man which unconsciously 
looks out at us in every page, and throws around him, as 
it were, a halo of romance. 

We have said that in all this the man of science hav 
been allowed to retire Into the background. But not on 
this account has. the man of science been idle. Prof. 
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Haeckel went to the tropics to work and not to play, and 
work he did, with a vigour and pertinacity which, under 
the circumstances described, can only be called astonish¬ 
ing. To have gone out day after day and week after 
week surface-fishing in an open boat beneath the almost 
vertical rays of a tropical sun, is in itself to have per¬ 
formed a feat of physical endurance which, so far as we 
art aware, has never been performed by any other natu¬ 
ralist ; and to have worked steadily for half a year from 
daydawn to night, exploring, collecting, and investigating 
as Haeckel investigates—feeling all the while, as he 
expresses it, that each day was costing him, as a mere 
matter of money, somewhat over 5/.—to have worked 
thus would have been to exhaust the strength of many a 
younger man even in a much higher latitude than that of 
Ceylon. The results attained by such a naturalist in such 
a region, and working at such a pressure, of course con¬ 
stitute an immense harvest—so much so, indeed, that he 
thinks he has more material in his collections than the 
term of his natural life will admit of his sufficiently inves¬ 
tigating. But with all this, he has wisely avoided burden¬ 
ing his account of “A Visit to Ceylon ” with any details 
of his scientific labours. The book is intended for general 
readers, and while a sufficient number of scientific obser¬ 
vations on the flora and fauna of the island are thrown in 
here and there to complete the picture which he gives of 
the place, these arc always judiciously subordinated to 
the main design of speeding an honest tale by telling it 
plainly. 

After an entertaining account of his voyage and of a 
week spent in Bombay, the traveller proceeds to give his 
first impressions of Ceylon. He is most of all struck with 
the magnificent luxuriance of the tropical vegetation, some 
of his descriptions of which are admirable specimens of 
word-painting. Everywhere he meets with the greatest 
kindness and courtesy, of which he is lavish in his ac¬ 
knowledgments. Having been a guest at various houses, 
visited and studied botanical gardens, made sundry 
excursions, &c., he eventually sets up a zoological labora¬ 
tory upon the coast. This having constituted the main 
object of his journey, he had taken with him sixteen large 
packing cases filled with all the equipments required for 
zoological and morphological research, The choice of 
site lay between one or other of two sheltered bays- Galle 
and Belligam. At the former he would have the advan¬ 
tage of living among civilised Europeans, and of being 
the guest of the hospitable and cultivated English consul, 
Mr. Scott, of whom he speaks in terms of high esteem ; 
at the latter he would be the only European within a 
radius of many miles, and require to take up his quarters 
in a small government house. Such being the circum¬ 
stances, he says 

** After much hesitation, and long debating the pros 
and cons, I finally decided for Belligam, and I had no 
reason to regret the choice. The six weeks I spent there 
were full to overflowing of wonderful experiences, and 
never to be forgotten as forming the crowning * bouquet' 
of my Indian journey, the sweetest and brightest flowers 
in a garland of delightful memories. Though I might 
perhaps have carried on my zoological studies better and 
more conveniently in Galle, I gained infinitely more on 
the side of general knowledge of nature and humanity in 
die charming seclusion of BelligaItu ,, 

If thh naturalist had no reason to regret this choice, 


assuredly his readers have not, for the account which 
follows of his residence among the natives is the most 
entertaining part of his narrative. On his first arrival he 
is met by a general assembly of the inhabitants, his 
advent having been expected in consequence of the 
governor of the island, Sir James Longden, having written 
to the native officials “to be in all respects civil and 
serviceable.'’ The civility in the first instance takes the 
form of series of ceremonious addresses presented to him 
by one native magnate after another, emphasis being 
given to the close of each by “a grand rattle of drums 
performed by a row of tom-tom beaters squatting in the 
background.” These high functionaries presented in 
their dre^s a sort of hybrid between the European and 
the Cinghalcse. “ Beginning at the top, a tall English 
chimney-pot charmed the eye—of all head coverings 
beyond a doubt the most hideous and inefficient. How¬ 
ever, as the Cinghalcse see Europeans wear this cylindrical 
headpiece on all solemn occasions as the indispensable 
symbol of birth and culture, never abandoning it even in 
the greatest hc.it, they would regard it as a serious breach 
of etiquette to appear without the singular decoration." 
Below the hat there came “an enormously high and 
pointed white shirt-collar, and a coloured silk scarf tied 
in a bewitching bow." Then a swallow-tailed dress coat, 
white waistcoat with jewelled buttons and gold chains. 
But instead of trousers wherewith to complete this 
grotesque imitation, each of the dignitaries ended off in a 
red or party-coloured petticoat and bare feet. 

Having suitably acknowledged this unexpected cere¬ 
mony, Prof. Haeckel sets to work unpacking and setting 
up his laboratory in one of the rooms of the government 
house. From that moment throughout his stay of six 
weeks he is pestered by the insatiable curiosity of ;he 
entire neighbourhood, and even by that of native visitors 
from a distance, which on one occasion presented them¬ 
selves in the form of four old maiden ladies of distinction, 
“each more wrinkled and hideous than the last," who 
desired to be instructed in science and to have their 
photographs taken. The Professor is here ungallant 
enough to remark, u If they had been but three, I could 
have mistaken them for the three Phorcydes, the witches 
of the classical Sabbat, and might have made myself 
agreeable to them after the fashion of Mephistopheles.” 
Hoping to satisfy the universal curiosity in a collective 
manner, he tried the experiment of giving lectures through 
an interpreter ; but he found that there was no spark of 
real scientific interest underlying the childish desire to 
sec something new. However, he managed to get on 
admirably with all around him, gave away multitudes of 
presents in the shape of coloured prints, &c., presided one 
day over the grand Buddhist festival for the 19th of 
December, and on the 20th filled the same office of presi¬ 
dent at the annual festival of the Wesleyan mission. <( 1 
had done honour to the sublime Buddha yesterday, and 
to-day T must pay tribute to worthy Mr. Wesley. . . . 
My friends in Galle and Colombo, who heard through the 
papers of my extraordinary proceedings, laughed at me 
t eonsutnediy/ " 

But we have no space to give any sketch of the strange 
experience of these six weeks' sojourn among the primi¬ 
tive natives, so curiously composed of the instructive, the 
aesthetic, the ludicrous, and the pathetic. We have said 
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enough to show that the book ought to be read by every 
One, and therefore we shall now conclude by drawing 
more prominent attention to sundry opinions and sugges¬ 
tions, which, as Englishmen, we should desire to see our 
Government consider and aot upon. 

First, as regards the promotion of science 

"The extraordinarily favourable climate and position 
of Peradenia especially fit it for more extensive use from 
a scientific point of view as a botanical station. In the 
same way as our young zoologists find the recently esta¬ 
blished zoological stations on the sea coast (at Naples, 
Roscoff, Brighton, Trieste, &c.) of inestimable value for 
their deeper scientific studies and experiments, a year's 
residence in such a botanical station as Peradenia would 
give a young botanist more experience and work than he 
could obtain in ten years under the various unfavourable 
conditions at home. Hitherto, less has been done in the 
tropical zones than elsewhere for such establishments for 
study and experiment, though they would be exceptionally 
beneficial. If the English Government would establish 
and maintain such a station for botany at Peradenia, and 
one for zoology at GaUe—in the charming bungalow, for 
instance, belonging to Capt. Bayley, which is admirably 
suited to such a purpose [and would be sold by the owner 
to effect it]—they would be doing signal service to science, 
as they have already done by the Challenger Expedition 
and other great undertakings—and once more put to 
shame the great Continental States of Europe, who spend 
their money chiefly on breechloaders and big guns.' 1 

In reading this passage all true Englishmen should feel 
regret that their Government is not deserving of the meed 
of praise which the courtesy of the writer bestows. Seeing 
that we are the great maritime and colonising power, it is 
nothing short of a public disgrace that we are without a 
zoological station upon any of our thousands of miles of 
coast, and that hitherto there is no prospect of our 
escaping from the sarcasm (whether conscious or un¬ 
conscious) wherewith the national seat of * f deeper 
scientific studies and experiments" in marine biology is 
here specified as Brighton . Is it too much to hope that 
the Fisheries Exhibitio i may at length help to open the 
eyes of a Liberal Ministry to the importance of doing 
something in this direction ? 

Only in one particular does the English rule in India 
fall under censure, and this has reference to the atrocious 
treatment of the stage-coach horses. The scenes de¬ 
scribed are certainly monstrous beyond imagination~ 
flogging by the whole village, dragging by the nostrils, 
wringing by the ears, and burning with torches. Truly, 
as Haeckel observes: “ It is difficult to conceive how the 
English Government, which is generally so strict in its 
arrangements and discipline, has not long ago put an end 
to this brutality to animals, and more particularly ex¬ 
tended its protection to the wretched horses that serve the 
‘ Royal Mail Coach/ " Here is surely something for the 
anti-vivisectionists to memorialise upon with benefit. 

We cannot take leave of this delightful book without 
congratulating the translator on the beautiful English 
into which she has rendered it. 

George J. Romanes 
OUR BOOK SHELF 

Elements of Histology . By E. Klein, M.D., F.R.S., &c. 

(London: Cassell and Co., 1883) 

This, which is the first of Cassell’s u Manuals for 
Students of Medicine/’ contains 342 closely-printed 


pages, with 16S well-executed woodcuts, mainly repro¬ 
duced from Klein and Noble Smith's “Atlas of Htsto*? 
logy/' or the “ Handbook for the Physiological Labora¬ 
tory/’ intercalated in the text. It is not tbo much praise 
to say that the information in this little volume is gene¬ 
rally very complete, quite up to date, and written in a 
concise, though, at the same time, thoroughly clear style. 

Dr. Klein wisely omits all reference to the titles of 
works and papers, introducing where necessary simply. 
the name of the discoverer of, or observer most inti¬ 
mately associated with, the structure referred to. Where 
different opinions exist, this is obviously convenient, and 
the right thing to do ; but why on page 7 the names of 
fifteen histologists, followed by tbe words “ and many 
others” should be given, it is difficult to understand, 
especially as they are quoted with reference to the in¬ 
direct division pf nuclei or Karyokinesis, of which every 
worker at histology must have seen many examples. 

In a work like the present, where all usually received 
ideas are given, it is curious to find that no reference is 
made to Schafer’s with regard to striated muscle. Surely 
this cannot be an accidental omission, especially as Hay- 
craft is twice quoted. 

That the action of tannic acid on human red cor¬ 
puscles is not described in the text, although figured (p. 9, 
fig. 9 a), is clearly an oversight, as that of boracic acid on 
newt's red corpuscles is both figured and described. In 
future editions it will be convenient if the same numbers 
be used in the text as in the diagram when describing the 
different parts of the kidney tubules, constant reference 
to the description of fig. 133 being now necessary. 

With the exception of the above minor details, un- 
ualified praise must be given, and the u Elements of 
listology/' which is really a very complete manual, 
should be used and re-used by every student and prac¬ 
titioner of medicine who wishes to acquire a sound know¬ 
ledge of the normal histology of man. . J. W. G. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents . Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of, rejected manuscripts. 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications » 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to ketp their tetters 
as short as possible . The pressure oft his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting ana novelfacts,] 

“ Elevation and Subsidence" again 

A letter appears yesterday, again criticising Mr. Starkie 
Gardner’s'general views about pressure, in the same sense as was 
done by myself a fortnight ago. But, referring to that gentle¬ 
man’s opinion that pressure can render rocks molten or fluid, 
Mr. Young goes on to remark: "Is not the supposition the 
exact reverse of what is really the case, viz. that not only does 
pressure not liquefy rocks, bnt actually prevents their melting 
at a temperature at which they wofsld melt were the pressure 
removed ? " Your correspondent, offering this remark with a 
query, seems as if his mind was not quite made up on the 
subject; and with reason ; for it must, I think, be considered at 
present an open question whether the temperature of rocky 
matter is, or it) not, raised by pressure. 

Sir W. Thomson stated, m an address to the Geological 
Society of Glasgow' in 1878, that certain experiments by t)r, 
Henry Muirhead and Mr. Joseph Whitley seemed to show that 
iron, copper, brass, whinstone, and granite are less dense in the 
solid than in the liquid state at the melting temperature. If so, 
pressure would assist in liquefying these substances. On the 
other hand, some observations of Mr, Johnston-Lavis, made oh 
lava at Vesuvius, point in the opposite direction. Granted that 
the earth is, as a whole, extremely rigid, we cannot gather frpm 
that fact any certain information about the effect of pressure 6# jt 
"rocky matter," when near the melting temperature, Wsdo J 
not know whether the nucleus of the earth consist* of matter 
which could, under any conditions, be directly converted ihfoj / 
> urface rock ; nor yet dp we know anything certain about It* 
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temperature at d«pth 9 bearing considerable ratios to the radius. 
Indeed the state of our knowledge is best expressed by the words 
of the old song, "Ohdeirl what can the matter be?” It is 
even conceivable that, whatever it be, it may be above its own 
critical temperature; in which case the laws affecting incompres¬ 
sible liquids become inapplicable. 

An interesting paper upon tbis latter hypothesis was published 
by Prof. Zdppritz in the Transactions of the first Geographical 
Congress of Berlin, 1881. It is entitled " Ueber die Mittcl und 
Wege ru besserer Kenntniss vom inneren Zu^tand der Erde zu 
gehmgen,” and published by 1 ). Reimer, Berlin. 

Harlton, Cambridge, August 24 0 . Fisher 

I OBTAIN Nature in monthly parts, and am indebted to a 
friend for calling attention to the article on “ Elevation and Sub¬ 
sidence ” by Mr. J. Starkie Gardner in vol, xxviii. p. 323, in which 
he considers that, " wherever considerable weight is added to 
any part of the earth’s surface, a corresponding subsidence 
of its crust almost invariably follow?.” As it is evident from the 
last paragraph in Mr. Gardner’s paper that he esteems this 
opinion to be novel to the readers or Nature, and bein^ the 
first time it can be considered as having been discussed in your 
pages, it might have been more satisfactory perhaps hoa he 
passed in review the conclusions arrived at by other, who have 
preceded him. 

Sir John Hersohel (sec f ‘Physical Geography,” § 132, 1862, 
and " Familiar Lectures,” Lecture I.), assumed in a general 
manner that "if continents are lightened they will rise; if the 
bed of the sea receives additional weight it will sink.” ft is 
to be regretted that the facts advanced as evidence by so great 
an authority did not prove sufficiently conclusive to claim general 
acceptance. Mr. T. F. Jamieson, F.G.S., in 1865 [Quarterly 
Journal of the Geological Society, vol. xxi. page 178), considered 
that the enormous weight of snow accumulated during the glacial 
period "may have had something to do with the depression of 
the land which then occurred, and that the melting or the ice at 
its termination would account f>r the rising of the land.” 

Under the advocacy of Prof. James Hall ('* Palaeontology of 
New York,” vol. iii„ 1859), the subject 1 ms received much 
consideration in America; this has been so great that Capt. 
C. E. Dutton, of the United States Geological Survey, was 
enabled to any that "few geologists now question that great 
masses of sedimentary matter displace the earth beneath them 
and subside ” (Nature, vol. xix. p. 251). 

The principle that accumulation of material causes subsidence 
and that denudation results in elevation of the crust of the earth 
has been advocated by myself on numerous occasions during the 
last eighteen years, being considered equally applicable to rocks 
of every age during the whole series; in England from the 
Cambrian rocks of Shropshire to those now in process of depo¬ 
sition in the seas which surround our coasts. The idea origin¬ 
ated to me from observations in the Longmynd and of the Upper 
Silurians of Shropshire and North Wales during 1864. Its 
universal application and the physical effects dependent on the 
phenomena formed the special subjects of two addresses as 
president of the Liverpool Geological Society in 1871 and 1872. 
The conclusions were deemed by Nature (vol. vi. p. 379) of 
such importance that you considered my " interpretation of the 
facts deserved further consideration.” Abstracts of tlie^e essays 
also appeared in the Geological Magazine , vol. ix, p. 119, and 
vol. sc, p. 202. The views entertained have been subsequently 
advocated by me in the Proceedings of the Liverpool Geological 
Society, the Geological Magazine, and the Reports of the British 
Association, the Cast time being during the meeting of the British 
Association at Southampton {Report, 1882, p. 340), which paper 
has appeared in full in the Geological Magazine for July and 
August* 1883. 

The only author who has considered this suWect and to whom 
Mr. Gardner refers, is the Rev. O. Fisher, F.G.S., whom he 
. deservedly praises for his masterly work. " The Physics of the 
Earth's Crust/' 1881. 

In spite of much adverse criticism I have been content to wait 
alt these years, feeling convinced that after commendation similar 
to that accorded by you (bv no means a singular occurrence), the 
stitifect of oscillation, as the result of changes in the distribution 
Of eediments, would eventually be taken into consideration; for 
a frequent remark has been that "there appears to be something 
in it”* and no geological fact is more persistently referred to 
than that the formation Of sedimentary strata of every age " has 
occurred during a period of subsidence, r * 

Birkenhead, August 22 Charles Ricketts 


"Decentralisation in Science” 

I fumy agree with the remarks on this important subject 
made in your leading article of last week ; and the necessity for 
local scientific societies being in some way placed iu direct com¬ 
munication with each other and with the central metropolitan 
societies ha^ lo >g been present in my mind. It is perhaps as 
yet premature to broach any definite scheme for effecting this 
object, which, as the writer of the article points out, would be 
surrounded by very great practical difficulties. The whole sub¬ 
ject might very well be discussed by the Conference of Delegates 
about to attend the meeting of the British Association at South- 
port. 

There are numerous scientific societies and field-clubs through¬ 
out the country whose work is being frittered away in useless 
directions solely from the want of proper scientific guidance. As 
a preliminary step towards this most desirable economising of 
individual energy it appears to me that centralisation in the 
various counties is the first essential. This has been well en¬ 
forced in the Preliminary Report of the " Local Scientific 
Societies” Committee of the British Association, published in 
Nature a short time ago by Mr. Francis Galton, the Chairman 
of the Committee. 

It is most satisfactory to know that the British Association has 
taken the matter in hand, as this body is of all others the most 
competent to deal with the subject, if for no other reason because 
the Association is the only scientific society that holds its meet¬ 
ings in various provincial centres. Among the difficulties that 
would have to be met in any scheme of county affiliation not the 
least formidable is the purely local feeling existing in many small 
societies, which leads their officers and members to reject all over¬ 
tures from larger au d more influential bodies in the mistaken 
belief that cooperation would entail a loss of individuality. A 
good illustration of this kind of difficulty has quite recently come 
under my notice in attempting to bring about some kind of 
amalgamation between the local societies of the county of 
Essex, 

Till such narrow views of the functions of a local society are 
successfully combated no great advance towards centralisation 
ctu be made. R. Meldola 

21, John Street, Bedford Row, W.C., August 27 


The Earthquake in Ischia 

In 1878, when touring in the Himalayas, we spent the last 
two Sundays in August at Kyelang, in the Lahoul Valley. On 
each of these days I felt a sharp shock of earthquake about 
4 p.m. 

On both occasions I was sitting in a room on the upper floor 
of the German missionaries’ house. A broad wooden verandah 1 
runs round the front and sides of the lower floor of this building. 

I Was abcut to rise and leave the room, when I heard a loud 
rumbling noise ; my first idea was that the children of the house 
were amusing themselves with dragging each other in a small 
wooden waggon up and down this verandah os they were in the 
habit of doing, but the sound was much louder, as loud as that 
of a railway train when near the spectator. A second later I 
felt a violent oscillation, and a padlocked door, opposite the 
door of exit, shook violently backwards and forwards several 
times, A week later another earthquake occurred almost at the 
same hour, and under the same conditions, 

Three years later, in 1881, we again passed through the same 
part of the Himalayas on our return from the Spiti Valley v 
which we had reached by way of Kundwar. 

This time no earthquake took place during our stay in Lahoul; 
we crossed the Rotang Pass, and went to stay in the Kulu 

Valley with our friend Col. S-, Deputy Conservator of 

Forests at Mafiali, about sixteen mites on the southern side of 

that mountain. CoL S-'3 house is raised high above the 

river on the right bank of the Bees; it is placed in the midst of 
a Deodar forest, and built of wooden logs placed horizontally, 
and alternating wrh courses of large stones laid one upon the 
other, but not mortared together. A wooden verandah runs all 
round the building, and forms a balcony to the rooms on the 
upper floor. I imagine it is its mode of construction which 
enabled this house to resist the severe test to which it was 
subjected on this occasion. 

On October i, about 1 p,m, p we were sitting, a party of three 
persons, iu a temporary verandah resting on the bare earth, and 
floored with matting, which our host had erected to supplement 
the permanent one where our native tailor was seated at work. 
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I had just risen to npeak to him, but bef>re I could do so, a 
loud rumbling sound teemed to come on my right hand (or from 
the direction of the Kulu Valley). 

Oneof the party called out thun —we bad had a thunderstorm 
the day before—but changed the word to tarihquake. For a 
wco id or two I held my breatjf—I felt rooted to the spot; then 
the permanent wooden balcony over my heai began to creak and 
groan most violently, and I distinctly ^aw the front wall of the 
hou-,0 advance to ward i me, and recede from me, three or four 
time*. 

After the motion had ceased, the rumbling sound, which at 
its greatest intensity seemed beneath our feet, died away in the 
opposite direction (or towards Simla). I made many inquiries 
afterwards, but was unable to ascertain whether any shocks of 
earthquake had been experienced on the*c dates either in Kulu 
in 1878 or in Lahoul or at Simla in 1881, 

The recent catastrophe in the Island of Ischia has called the 
attention of those who make a study of such disturbances ot the 
earth's surface to the simultaneous occurxence of earthquakes in 
-various, parts of the world, which induces me to send you these 
fact-, in the hope that they may interest some of your readers 
and lead ihetu to form some conjecture as to the possible centre 
of the earthquake* in the Himalayas. 

I am not aware to what extent the geological formation of the 
Himalayas has been investigated, but (speaking as a non-profes- 
si >nal| during three long tours in various parts of these moun¬ 
tains I have never observed any trace* of extinct volcanoes. 1 
ought, however, to mention, perhaps, that there are hot springs 
at lieshist on the left bank ot the Beas River, about fmr miles 
fr >m MftiUli, and also at Manikern, in the Parbnli valley, which 
debouche* from the Kulu valley, about thirty lnile^ lower down, 
also on the left bank of the river. Manikern is a gieat pl:ce of 
resort for Hindu pilgrims who consider these hot springs 
miraculous; it is also occasionally visited by Kurojreans who 
have found these waters efficacious in rheumatic affections. 
‘Earthquake^ do not seem to be uncommon in these valleys, but 
it ha* been lemarked that they generally, if not always, occur in 
the autumn, just when the rainy seas m i> at an end. 

Cosmopolitan 


Lime and Bones 

Thk observation of your correspondent in Nature, vol. 
xxviii, p. 329, regarding the effect of lime in atren {thentng the 
bones of children, induces me to communicate certain races 
which 1 observed during a recent tour of two mmlhs in 
Norway. 

We travelled by Und from Christiania to Throivlhjem, thence 
by sea to the North Cape and back, and made expeditions into 
the inten >r at different points on our downward journey. 

I noticed everywhere an extraordinary number of weak¬ 
ened, crippled, and bandy legged children, also a great number 
of men and women with weak bones and distorted limbs. 

Almost the whole of Norway is a network of mountains com¬ 
posed of various forms of primitive and metamorphic rock, and 
though marble exists in thi* country I saw none in the districts 
through which we passed. Cosmopolitan 

Christiania, August 11 

Copper and Cholera 

Referring to the paper read before the French Academy 
(as reported in your last usue) on copper as a preservative 
against cholera, it may be worth while to state that when visiting 
the great copper mines at Faklua in .Sweden (probably the olde»i 
and largest in the world) I was informed that cholera had never 
appeared there, and that so well was the fact known that on the 
U*t visitation of cholera in Sweden some members of the Royal 
family took up their anode in Fahlun to escape the disease. 
The atmosphere was there loaded with copper fumes to such an 
extent that not a trace of vegetation was visible on the hills sur¬ 
rounding the town ; so that this really weean to confirm by 
experience oil a large -cale the theory alluded to. 

Waiter R. Browne 


(Sulphur in Bitumen 

From the abstract of the meeting of the Paris Academy of 
Sciences in your last number (vol, xxviii. p. 408), B, Dela- 
chanal appear* to consider that the presence of sulphur is 


peculiar to the bitumen of the Dead Sea, and from thh he de¬ 
duces a theory as to Us inorganic origin. 

In some experiments which T had occasion to make this 
summer on the bitumen of the Great Pitch Lake of Trinidad l 
found that this substance contained a very considerable quantity 
of sulphur. Several per cents, of the volume of the gas ol> 
tained by its destructive distillation consisted of hydrogen 
sulphide. The origin of this asphalt is generally considered to 
be organic, but I am not aware whether the entire absence of 
calcium salts from its ash, a fact which was proved nearly a 
century ago, nad has since tieen confirmed, has been explained 
on this theory. Hugh Robert Mill 

Edinburgh, August 27 


Thunderstorms and Aurorae 

A connection between these phenomena has been repeatedly 
suggested. J. W, Ritter has articles on the subject in Gilbert's 
AtmaUn {1803 and 1804), and Kupffer has a long one in 1827* 
Other writers who have dealt with it or with the connection 
between aurorae and atmospheric electricity generally are Scbuble 
(1817), X. Phillips (1854), F. JJellmann (1860), E. Loomis 
(i860, 1861, and 1862), A. Poey (1861), A. i>e la Rive, F, 
Abbott (1863), E. Edlund j and in Nature, vol. xii. p. 127, 
there is a summary of the observations by Herr von Resold. 
This may serve a* a partial answer at the end of Mr. Chad- 
bourn’s letter. A. Ramsay 

4, Cowper Road, Acton, W,, August 27 


The Meteor of August xg 

The details of thi> meteor m the letter of your correspondent 
Mr. Mott and my own are for the most part in such close ac¬ 
cordance that one might suppose we had been comparing notes. 
There is, however, one particular in which our respective ac¬ 
counts differ so widely that one feels inclined to ask whether 
there were two meteors or whether one of your correspondents 
has made a mistake as to the direction of the course of the 
meteor. 

First let me correct an error of my own. 1 find now I was 
wrong in giving the point of starting as a few degrets eastward 
of the norih ‘-tar. I am somewhat of a stianger at the place 
where 1 saw it, and 1 now find that the point from which it 
started was as nearly as possible north-cast, and about 65* or 70" 
above the horizon. 

1 am quite clear as to the path being downwards in an almost 
perpendicular direction inclining a little to the left, Mr. Moti on 
the other hand, describes it us “ nearly horizontal, inclined a little 
downwards about io° or 12° above the horizon, apparently much 
foreshortened/’ It appears to me—perhap* owing to a want of 
scientific knowledge—quite impossible that a meteor visible a 
few miles south-west of London, falling a* I have described, 
could be identical with one seen two hundred miles north-west 
of London travelling in the direction described by Mr, Mott. 
1 of course lay the stress on the direction of the meteor and not 
the distance* of the observers from London. 

A. Trrvor Crispin 

Lawdowne Road, Wimbledon, S.W., August 27 


It may be of interest to some of your readers to know that 
the meteor mentioned in Nature as teen on Sunday evening, 
August 19, was abo seen here, timed by meat to.x p.m. The 
compass bearings were from s juth-ea*i pant east to east-east- 
north, about 35° from horizon ; colour, yellow orange ; first wCext 
coming from behind a cloud; divided due east, one part falling 
considerably. W. M. PopLRY 

Bath Road, Cheltenham, August 26 


Stacbya palustris a* Food 

I should be much obliged if any of your readers could ghf« 
me any information a» to whether the rhizomes of SmBtps 
palustris , L., are used by the country people either in Great 
Britain or eLewhere for food, I believe the Engtiah wmc pf 
the plant is Base Horehound, and that in the lost century it was 
soused. 4* M’mrz'h 

K/dwiicza Wola,. GrodzUk, near Warnw, August iB 
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OYSTERS, OYSTER FISHING, AND OYSTER 
CULTURE A T THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION 
long as the English u native M keeps its prominent 
place in the market all questions concerning oyster* 
and oyster culture will have a special interest for the 
British public at large. For the man of science oysters 
are none the less interesting, although from a different 
point of view. For him it is a great puzzle that up to 
now we are in so profound a state of ignorance concern¬ 
ing certain of the most important phases of life of a mol- 
lusk so exceedingly numerous, which rnay indeed be 
called very common, if not always plentiful, all along a 
large extent of the European coast. Questions such as 
the following : —Are oysters functional hermaphrodites or 
not?" At what age can oysters reproduce their species? 
How long do the oyster larva- (the so-called ‘'spat") 
swim about in the ocean as free and independent, al¬ 
though minute, living specks ? What is the effect of 
currents and temperature, both upon the growth and 
upon the fertility of the oyster ? are or were up to very 
lately wholly unsolved, and no really scientific inquiry had 
thrown any definite light upon them. Even the anatomy 
of the oyster was very imperfectlv known, and it was 
only last year that the researches of Or. Hoek, exhibited 
in the Netherlands department of the Exhibition, threw 
a flood of light upon this point. These are the first 
of a more extensive series of investigations which are still 
in preparation, and which will treat of the embryology 
and the food of the oyster, the fixation of the spat, and 
the physical conditions under which the apparently very 
fertile oyster beds of the Eastern Scheldt are placed. 
These investigations have been undertaken and pursued 
for three summers consecutively by the Netherlands 
Zoological Society. 

The exhibit in the Netherlands department is the only 
one in which the scientific side of the oyster que tion 
comes into the foreground. Highly interesting from the 
point of view of practical oyster cuhuie are, however, 
two exhibits—one in the Norwegian, one in the British 
department, which we propose to describe somewhat 
more at length. 

The Norwegian one is a bottle containing oysters from 
the small lake of Ostrawigtjcn, near Sogeenduhl, on the 
south coast of Sweden. This lake, which is only about 
800 feet long and 500 feet wide, with a depth of about six 
fathoms, may be regarded as a real “hothouse ’ for 
oyster culture, the temperature of the water being at the 
end of last April no less than 22 0 C, whereas in winter 
the water at a depth of three fathoms never registers any 
lower temperature than 7° C., the average bottom tem¬ 
perature in summer being 27 0 C. Considering the lati¬ 
tude in which the lake is situated, these temperatures are 
indeed very remarkable, and have not yet been fully 
explained. Some would ascribe it to a most luxurious 
vegetation of Conferva: which is found in the lake, the 
partial decomposition and fermentation of which might 
Increase the temperature. It is, however, open to ques¬ 
tion whether this confervoid vegetation must not perhaps 
be rather looked upon as an effect than as a cause of the 
high temperature. 

This lake incloses a natural bed of oysters, and already 
at the end of March some of these oysters contain ripe 
black spat . In the summer months the productivity of 
course greasy increases, and up to November (/>. nearly 
nine months consecutively) ripe oysters with Imvx in their 
gills are met with. 

It need not be said -that this is a splendid collecting 
ground* The spat is collected cm birch twigs which are 
suspended in the water oti wires stretched over it. 

In 1882 one thousand collectors were brought out, 
each having a surface of about Sixteen square feet, and 
on these 736,000 young oysters were obtained, which were 
than transferred to natural beds in the fjord close to 
Stav&ngef. 


If the oysters were left where they are they would cer¬ 
tainly grow very quickly ; oysters of one year sometimes 
attaining a size of six to seven centimetres. For several 
reasons, however, the transfer is regarded as more suit¬ 
able for them. 

A most curious fact concerning this lake remains yet to 
be told, viz. that it is situated 2^ feet above high-water 
mark ; that it is separated from the sea by a dry tract of 
land with large boulders ; and that only between Septem¬ 
ber and March, when the weather is very rough, fresh 
tea water can gain access to the lake by the seu 
being thrown across this tract of land. At the opposite 
side of the lake a small rivulet of fresh water enters the 
lake. 

A second “ hothouse v for oyster culture appears to have 
been discovered only very lately ; it is in most respects 
similar to the first ; the depth is about 3^ fathoms ; the 
temperature in October was 18^ C , in April 2L° C It is 
situated at Vcsetvig near Stavanger, on the Hardanger 
fjord. 

The British exhibit, to which we would wish to call atten¬ 
tion more especially, bears the name of Wootton, Isle of 
Wight. It consists of models of ponds devoted to the 
“ basin culture 1 ’of oysters, essentially different in prin¬ 
ciple from 44 foreshore culture/’ which is at present more 
successful and more generally recommended. 

l< Basin culture ” is nevertheless perhaps a future stage, 
when once the acute practical intelligence of the oyster- 
culturist ami the investigations of zoologists shall have 
succeeded in reproducing the natural circumstances under 
which the oyster spat lives and thrives. At the confer¬ 
ence on oyster culture held by Prof. Hubrecht, we were 
told that investigations more especially relating to basin 
culture were at the present moment being carried on in 
Holland. The result obtained in the Isle of Wight was 
this, that in the first year (1880) the number of the spat 
obtained was about 25,000, in the second year (1881) 
250,000, and m the third (1882) 1,500,000. Notwithstand¬ 
ing this successful commencement, the final results have 
as yet remained far below the expectation, since only a 
comparatively small number could be brought to be mar¬ 
ketable oysters. A difference between these experiments 
and those carried on in the Netherlands, which may per¬ 
haps prove to be one of fundamental importance, is this, 
that no contrivances have bten made use of in the Isle 
of Wight to sufficiently aerate the sea water in the basins^ 
Lack of oxygen may have been the principal cause of the 
great monality of the spat. Moreover, a certain amount 
of sea water was Jet in and let out at favourable tides, 
and this must to a certain extent have interfered with the 
reliability of the results. 

These experiments were carried on with oysters that 
were imported from the Arcachon beds. 

The exhibits in the ostreicultural department by Mr. 
Fell Woods, the well-known director of the South of 
England Oyster Company (Hayling Island), and by the 
WhitMable Oyster Company, likewise deserve attention. 
In both, specimens of t hells of one-year-old oysters are 
shown, the occupants of which are said to have produced’ 1 
" black spat ” at that early age. Even if these observa¬ 
tions are well authenticated, it is nevertheless recognised* 
that Mich facts are very rare exceptions, and that gene¬ 
rally at three years, and more profusely still at from four 
to six years, the maximum quantity of ripe spat is pro¬ 
duced by the oysters, whose generative organs are most 
active at that age (cf. Hoek,\ 

France has only a comparatively small exhibit; the 
implements used in oyster culture at Arcachon are 
there shown. The Netherlands are icpreaented by a 
more complete collection, showing both dredging and 
collecting apparatus, so-called ** hospitals/’ tiles, knives, 
&c. Models of several oyster parks, partly constructed 
in old fortification*, and consequently having a very 
(1 defensive'* aspect, are, moreover, exhibited, as well 
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ms maps and charts showing the way in which the 
foreshores, &c., are leased by Government to indi¬ 
viduals and companies interested in oyster culture. 
For further details concerning oyster culture in the 
Netherlands, we may refer* Ahe reader to the conference 
paper on this subject. On the whole oyster culture 
appears to be very successful in this country. 

In the American department there is a large collection 
of the most various oyster-shells, as well as the model of 
a vessel occupied in dredging an oyster bed. “Culture” 
of oysters appears to be very little practised in that 
country up to the f resent day, the natural beds being as 
yet of a nearly inexhaustible richness, especially in the 
Southern States, where they are principally situated in 
the lagoons along the coast-line, and the oysters very 
often used as manure. Nor has the trade in these re¬ 
gions been developed to any extent. More northward 
Chesapeke Bay is the richest ground, and from thence 
oysters are transplanted along the coasts of the different 
Northern States, and at the same time brought into the 
market in enormous numbers. Together with the scien¬ 
tific investigations in the Netherlands, those in the 
United States, conducted by Brooks and Ryder, and 
those of Bouchon Beaudely in France, stand foremost as 
commendable efforts to bring pure science to bear upon 
fisher)' problems of great practical importance. 


UNITED STATES COAST AND GEODETIC 
SURVEY 1 

'T'HE author of this very important treatise states, in 
his preface, that he has attempted to give a suffi¬ 
ciently comprehensive account of the theory of projections 
to answer the requirements of the ordinary student of this 
subject. The literature of projections being extensive — 
the work of the most eminent mathematicians—the author 
has contented himself with making such extracts from 
the great mass of papers, memoirs, &c., which he deemed 
requisite for his purpose, giving, for further information, 
references to such original sources as arc comparatively 
easy of access. 

As the different conditions which projections for par¬ 
ticular purposes have to satisfy are so wholly unlike, no 
general theory underlying the whole subject of projections 
can be given; it is therefore conveniently divided into 
several sections : and here the author mentions his obli¬ 
gations to M. Germain's most important “Traitd des 
Projections” (Paris, 1865), which contains an account of 
almost every projection that has been invented. At the 
request of the Superintendent, Carlile P. Patterson, the 
treatise has been divided into two parts. The first part 
contains the mathematical theory of projections, while 
the second part contains merely such a sufficient account 
of the various projections as will enable the draughtsman 
to construct them. 

The surface of the sphere being non-developable, the 
exact representation of even a portion of it upon a plane 
is impossible. Certain conditions can, however, be ful¬ 
filled which will render it sufficiently exact for any par¬ 
ticular purpose. The areas may be proportionately 
preserved, in which case we have an equivalent projec¬ 
tion ; or the angles of small portions may be preserved, 
in which case we have an orthomorphic projection. The 
exigencies of any particular use for which a projection is 
designed give rise to a great number of other conditions 
corresponding to which projections have from time to 
time been invented : so that the history of projection has 
been peculiarly that of the solution of ihore or less inde- 
pendent problems : for a complete account of which the i 
reader is referred to M. ITAvezac's “ Coup d’CEil liisto- 
rique sur la Projection des Cartes de Gdographie” (Paris, 
1863). 

1 L ‘ United States Coast and Geodetic Survey " (CarUle P. Paturdon, 
Superintendent). A TrcotUNe on Projections By Thorns Craig, (Wa»h- 
fngt ! Government Punt rag OfRiee, tBSs.) 
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The author has treated his subject under the following 
heads ;— 

I. Orthomorphic Projection. 

II. Equivalent Projection. 

III. Zenithal Projection. 

IV. Projection by Development. 

The first part of the volume treats of the mathematical 
theory, and is subdivided into nine sections. The first 
section contains a brief introductory account of the prin¬ 
cipal properties of conic sections and perspective projec¬ 
tion—the most natural and simple method of representa¬ 
tion. Sections II. and III. treat of methods of ortho- 
morphic projection. Section IV. treats of projections by 
development; Section V. gives an account of zenithal, 
and Section VI. of equivalent projections. Students of 
these sections are presumed to have a fair acquaintance 
with the methods of ordinary analytic geometw and the 
elements of the differential and integral calculus. The 
next three sections are extremely general, and will require 
rather more extensive mathematical knowledge. These 
sections were designed to connect the particular problem 
of the plane representation of a sphere with the much 
more comprehensive methods of representation of one 
surface upon another, and to induce in the student, 
having a real interest in the general theory, a desire to 
consult the original memoirs for fuller information. 

The second part of the volume, which treats of the con¬ 
struction of projections, does not appear to require any 
detailed description ; but as much of it is merely reprinted 
from the first part, the propriety of thus separating the 
“construction” from “theory” seems rather doubtful. 
The book ends with thirty-one tables, nearly all extracted 
from the original memoirs of the writers on different parts 
of the subject of projections. In some cases, however, 
improved tables by other authors are given. Where the 
ellipticity of the earth has been taken into account the 
tables are given unchanged, as the effect of small changes 
of elliptic it y would be almost inappreciable; and, more¬ 
over, we have in p. xiii. of the introduction the important 
statement that “The United States Coast and Geodetic 
Survey will undoubtedly soon be able to produce a 
much better value of the ellipticity than has yet been 
given,” 

Such are the contents of this valuable book we have 
endeavoured to describe. It presents, however, some 
signs of hasty arrangement and want of strict attention 
to the correction of the press, which will doubtless be 
removed from the next edition. Indeed the copy under 
notice would scarcely seem intended for publication in its 
present form. For instance, " The accompanying plates 
. . .“mentioned in p. 230 are wanting; and we notice 
the following typographical errors, &c.:— 

Pie face, p. x. Philosophical Magazine t 1865# should be 

1862. 

Preface, p. x., and Introduction, p. xiv. There are 
obvious errors in the title of Gauss’s Memoirs. 

Introduction, p. xiv. Phil, Trans . vol 1. should be 
vol. L. 

P. 80, line 12 from bottom, for putting read plotting. 

Pp, 80 and 2io, The descriptions of Cassini's projec¬ 
tion do not seem to be correct. 

Pp. 81, 82, and 210. The woodcuts defective, 

P. 83, Curious error in the numerator of the general 
expression for p, 

Pp. 67 and 197. Woodcuts of Fig. 13 not good. 

Pp. 71 and 201. Fig. 15, woodcuts require correction. 

Pp. 76 and 206, Fig. 18 , woodcuts not velry good. 

P, 149, Ip the denominator of the value of ftf the 
power 2 of (1 + e cos «) should be r, In the first te&d 

the denominator of the value of A, sin 1 ** should be 

% . 

sin 3 and in the second term o> # should be ; 
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P. 150, line 2. For 1f 3 cos* « in the denominator of 

the last term of the value of read 1 -P cos 3 «. 

n 

P, 214. Fig. 44, the letter p out of place; compare 
with Germain's Fig. 98; in the letterpress u angle 
A PC-* &” should be — tt. 

Alio the numbering of the sections seems to require 
some revision. Section VII. referred to in p. xiii. of the 
introduction, as containing Mr. Schott's account of the 
polyconic projection, is not of course the Section VIL of 
the text, and though Part II. is not divided into sections, 
yet in p. 230 “ The Tables " appear under § xii. 


PROMISE AND PERFORMANCE IN CHINESE 
SCIENCE 

U NDER the title of u Science h, la Chinoise,” a writer 
in a recent number of the excellent North China 
Herald dwells on what may be called the disparity 
between the promise and the performance of Chinese 
science. The ancient classics contain beautiful maxims 
on the necessity for research into nature. The M Great 
Learning" tells us that knowledge is perfected by the 
investigation of nature; Confucius urged his pupils to 
study the “ Book of Poetry/’ because, among other things, 
they could become acquainted with the names of plants 
and animals ; Mencius tells us that the careful study of 
phenomena is the road to knowledge, and in illustration 
says: ** Though heaven is high and the stars distant, 
yet, having investigated their phenomena, we can sit 
down and calculate their revolutions for a thousand 
years." It has long been a proverb among the learned 
that to be ignorant of a single thing is a disgrace to the 
true scholar, and to be ignorant of nature is as if nature 
did not exist. When the revered ancient sages of China, 
.whose words are in the mouths of all, thus encourage 
scientific research, we should be led to anticipate great 
results from the patience, intelligence, and ingenuity of 
the Chinese. But, as in so many other respects in that 
anomalous country, we have excellent mrxims and little 
more. There is, says this writer, neither research nor 
knowledge ; science has no existence. There is indeed 
a considerable natural literature. From ancient times 
the Chinese have taken note of natural phenomena. 
,^-heir record of solar eclipses is perhaps the most ancient 
accurate in the world. They have more or less 
elaborate works on astronomy, mathematics, botany, 
zoology, mineralogy, physiology, and many other sciences. 
Yet there is scarcely any true science in them. Classifi¬ 
cation, even in regard to plants and animals, there is 
none. Mineralogy is mainly a description of curious 
stones. Nor is there any progress, for the more ancient 
works are generally the best, and as a consequence the 
Chinese to-day are as their fathers were thousands of 
years ago. The superstitions respecting natural pheno¬ 
mena, which are as living active truths to-day for all 
Clares in China, remind us rather of man in his state of 
barbarism than of the ancient culture and civilisation 
of the Middle Kingdom, The sun and moon are to the 
Chinese as they were to primitive man, living things, god* 
to be worshipped. The stars in their courses powerfully 
influence, if they do not absolutely determine all human 
events. In them the wise may read as in a book the 
destiny of man and the fate of empires. Their combina¬ 
tions make lucky and unlucky days, and we shall do well 
to note carefully their signs and silent warnings. Comets 
are the precursors of famine, pestilence, and war—prog¬ 
nosticators of the wreck of empires and the fall of kings. 
Eclipses are the periodic efforts of the dragon fiend to 
destroy the lights of heaven* and every notice of an 
approaching eclipse sent by the Imperial astronomer to 
fte provinces is accompanied by a Government order to 
emjtfoy the usual methods of gong-beating and so forth 
in order to rescue the threatened luminary. Again, 


thunder is the roar of the anger of heaven, and to be 
smitten by a thunderbolt is to he marked as a thing ac¬ 
cursed. Wind is born in the heart of great mountains, 
whence it issues at the command of the wind-god. Most 
districts have their wind-mountains. That at Lung-Shan 
in the northern province of Chihli is the most remarkable. 
It has a cave at each of its four sides. The spring wind 
issues from the cave on the eastern side, the summer 
wind from the southern, and so for the others. Wind 
eddies or whirlwinds are raised by the hedgehog in his 
rapid passage from one place to another, the dust serving 
to screen him from the vulgar gaze. Rain is produced by 
the dragon god, who carries up vast quantities of water 
from the lakes and rivers in his capacious jaws, and pours 
it down in 9howers over the earth. Every mountain has 
its spirit or genius, every valley its nymph, every spring 
its naiad. Hence mountains and rivers, old trees and 
curious rocks, become objects of worship. 

These and the like superstitions which enter every 
domain of nature are not confined to the poor and illite¬ 
rate ; they arc shared by the rich and learned, nay, they 
are repeated and acknowledged by the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment itself in its decrees in the Peking Gazette . The 
highest scholar in the empire knows no more of nature 
than the humblest peasant. The years have come and 
gone, repeating the same old story, but there has been no 
ear to hear it, no mind to understand it. Nature has 
found no interpreter among the Chinese ; during their 
long national life they have contributed nothing to 
science. How are we to account for this ? In other 
fields of national effort, and especially as inventors, they 
must be allowed a high place. It cannot be indifference, 
for they have written largely on the beauties, marvels, 
and mysteries of nature, and many have shown keen inte¬ 
rest in the discoveries of science. It may partly, perhaps, 
be due to the fact that the intellect of the nation is em¬ 
ployed in the struggle for phee and power along grooves 
in which s:ience has no part. The writer we quote thinks 
it is mainly owing to the narrow and perverted system 
of education ; and while the present system continues the 
study of science will be impossible to the youth of China. 
The cleverest young men find it as much as they can do 
to tike their first degree at twenty. The higher degrees, 
which are also the avenues to office, can scarcely be won 
for years later, and thus they cannot afford a thought for 
anything beyond the common curriculum. 


ON THE PROPERTIES OF IVA TER AND ICE 1 

T^R. PETTERSON’S memoir is a most valuable con- 
^ tribution to our knowledge of the natural history 
of the waters of the globe. Every reader of Arctic voyages 
must be familiar with the variety of names attached to the 
different kinds of ice met with in these regions, such as 
“ pack-ice/' “ bay-ice, ,? " brash-ice/’and the like. To 
one who has never seen them, the names convey very 
little information either of their appearance or of their 
mode of formation. Dr. petterson's paper explains in a 
satisfactory and very remarkable manner the nature of 
the difference between the different kinds of ice. 

In the first part of the work the subject is treated 
physically, and in the second chemically. In both parts 
there is much that is new and valuable. 

In the Arctic Ocean, and especially in that part of it 
visited by the Vega, the saltness of the water varies much 
from place to place. The large rivers of Siberia con¬ 
stantly pour forth fresh water which lies on the surface of 
the ocean and spreads round the coast like a fringe. 
This layer often extends a considerable distance out to 
sea, where it gradually thins out. Nearer the shore it is 
thicker, but wherever the depth exceeds 20 or 30 metres 
the dense ocean water is found below and the two layers 

« “ On the Properties of Water ani toe.'* By Otto Psuttws. Publica¬ 
tion of the fVjp* Expedition (Stockholm, 1883 ) 



persist without sensible mixture. As an example may be 
cued some observations made on board the Willem 
Barents in the Kara Sea on August 3; 188 x :— 


Dtptb, Tump. ' C. Density. 

O . 4* 8 *2 . I *006 

1 + 6*2 . 1*009 

2 ... + 1*7 . 1*020 

3 "1*0 ... 1*0236 

5 ” * 5 1-0247 


Here, while we have what is practically fresh warm water 
at the surface, and to a depth of a fathom from it, at two 
fathoms we have cold Arctic Ocean water. Looking 
therefore to the great variety in the composition of the 
waters exposed to the winter cold and therefore likely to 
produce the ice met with in Arctic regions, Dr. Petterson 
has studied separately the change of heat and volume 
by the freezing of (1) pure water, (2) brackish water of 
little saltness, and (3) ocean water of ordinary saltness. 
With regard to the freezing of brackish or salt water no 
previous investigations of a quantitative character exist, 
and the author's results are all new. With regard to the 
freezing of pure water the most important investigations 
were those of PUicker and Geissler. While verifying 
their result as to the average coefficient of dilatation of 
ice, the author made the important discovery that the 
volume of ice decreases as the temperature rises, in the 
vicinity of the melting point. In extending his researches 
to brackish and salt waters he found this anomaly more 
and more accentuated the more salt was contained in 
I he ice formed*. Rightly seizing the importance of this 
very remarkable observation the author makes the be¬ 
haviour of pure ice in the vicinity of its melting point one 
of the main objects of the investigation. The“diIato- 
meter" used was a glass vessel of peculiar construction 
and of a capacity of 41 cubic centimetres. The water to 
be experimented on was frozen in it, so that it formed a 
cylinder of ice surrounded by mercury, which extended 
also into a capillary tube and indicated changes of 
volume. As the accuracy of the results depends, 
amongst other. things, on the correctness of the deter¬ 
minations of the absolute dilatability of mercury ; and 
as this is somewhat uncertain, and indeed variable, 
at low temperatures, the author adopted the device of 
Pliicker and Geissler for producing a practically undat¬ 
able envelope for his experimental substance. The prin¬ 
ciple of it is very simple. The envelope is of glass with 
a coefficient of expansion 0 000028 ; that of mercury is 
0*000181. If the volume of the glass envelope is to that 
of the mercury contained in it in the inverse proportion 
of their coefficients of expansion the residual volume will 
be constant even though the temperature vary. If the 
volume at o° C, of the glass be 181 cc. and that of the 
mercury 2*8 cc the residual volume is 181 -28 15*300. 

If the temperature is / e the volume of the glass is 18' 1 
(1+0 000028/) and that of the mercury 2*8 (1+0 000181/), 
and the residual volume is ?/= 18*1 - 2*8 as before. The 
effect of variation in the coefficient of expansion of the 
mercury is thus reduced to a minimum 
When a cylinder of ice had been frozen in the instru¬ 
ment, it was immersed in a mercury bath, and subjected 
10 variations of temperature, either with freezing mixtures, 
or, in winter, by exposure to the atmosphere. 

These series of experiments were made with distilled 
water. The first series was made with water taken from 
the store jar in the laboratory. It gave a slight opalescence 
with nitrate of silver, and cannot therefore claim to have 
been pure. The ice formed by its congelation expanded 
with rise of temperature from — 20° C. tb - o°*3C. Here 
it began to contract until it melted at o c C. Two other 
series of experiments were made with water repeatedly 
distilled. The ice from it did not begin to contract 
till the temperature had risen to - 0*03"' C 
There can be no doubt, especially in view of later expe¬ 
riments with brackish waters, that the not chemically 


pure distilled water did contract at a measurable distance 
from its melting point. With regard to the other two 
samples, the temperature at which the tce began to expand 
with heat is so close to its actual melting point, that it is 
impossible to have implicit reliance in the result claimed. 
The author's own view will be best judged from the> fol¬ 
lowing paragraph (p. 282) :— 

“ It is impossible to decide if absolutely pure water 
would be entirely free from this weakness or not, since 
we cannot assume that water which has boiled for a 
quarter of an hour or more in a glass vessel is absolutely 
free from minimal quantities of foreign substances as, for 
example, sodium salts, silica, &c. For my own part 1 
am rather inclined to think that absolutely pure water, if 
it could be tested, would show an absolutely fixed melting 
point, but I think that this problem very much resembles 
another question still undecided, viz. is absolutely pure 
water a conducting or non-conducting substance for 
electricity?” 

It would be well to repeat the experiment with pure 
freshly distilled water, freeing it from air by boiling in 
vacuo, which Dr. Petterson's apparatus would easily admit 
of. There would then be very much less risk of the glass 
being attacked. 

Experiments made with sea-water ice proved that the 
property of contracting with heat, as the melting point is 
reached, becomes more and more marked the greater the 
quantity of salt in the ice. Three series of experiments 
were made. In the first, the ice when melted had a 
specific gravity of 10003, and coniained 0*014 P*r cent, 
chlorine. It began to contract at 4° C. The second 
had a specific gravity of 1 00534, and contained 0*273 per 
cent, chlorine. It began to contract at - 14 0 C The 
third had a specific gravity of 1*0094, and contained 0*649 
per cent, chlorine. It was contracting at the lowest 
observed temperature, - 19° C 

In connection with these remarkable results it must be 
mentioned that at the same temperature, as, for instance, 
-iS c C\, the volume of the ice which on being melted 
furnishes 1 cc. water at o° C. is less the greater the 
amount of salt contained in it. Sea water being an ex¬ 
ceedingly complex body, it is to be hoped that Dr. Fetter- 
son will extend his research so as to examine in tbe same 
direction the ice formed by simple solutions of each of the 
more important ingredients of sea water. How different 
ice produced by the freezing of sea water must be from 
what we are accustomed to see on our lakes and ponds in 
winter, will be evident when we read (p. 286) :—”. . . 
The new ice which arises by sudden freezing of the calm 
surface of the Arctic sea is a tough substance, which can 
be wrinkled and folded by external pressure without 
breaking. Although it may be thick enough to bear the 
weight of a man, it is so plastic that a footstep makes a 
deep impression as in mouldable clay.” 

The physical part of the work doses with the investiga¬ 
tion of the latent heat of fusion of fresh and salt ice. 
The result is that “the latent heat developed by the 
freezing of sea water is extraordinarily inferior to that of 
pure water” 

Hardly less interesting than his physical experiments) 
are the investigations into the chemical composition Of 
sea water ice. 

It has been very generally believed that sea-water ice 
owes its salinity to mechanically entangled brine, and 
that all that is really solid in it is pure ice. Scoresby, 
probably the most acute observeramongst Arctic voyagers, 
referring to this subject, says:— 1 

“ Although 1 have never been able to obtain from the 
water of the ocean, by experiment, an tee either compact* 
transparent, or fresh, yet it is very probabieth&t therein- 
tion of salt in ice may arise from sea water contatned/in 
its pores ; and, in confirmation of this opinion, it frtaybe 
stated that if the newest and most porous ice be tmtaoved 

* “Ad Account of tbc Arctic Rrgloiw/* Edinburgh, tflto,vot »J* 





AufttsfiO, 1883] 


MATURE 


419 


into the air, allowed to drain for some time in a tempera- 
tuns of 32“ or upwards, and then be washed in fresh 
water, it will be found to be nearly quite free from salt, 
and tne water produced from it may be drunk/' 

During the Antarctic cruise of the Challenger the writer 
of this notice made some experiments to decide the 
question whether or not sea-water ice is a mixture of pure 
Ice and sea water or brine. The melting point of salt¬ 
water ice of various sources was carefully observed, with 
the following results. Ice formed in a bucket of sea water 
over night melted at - 13 0 C. The bulk of ice formed was 
itisignincant compared to the volume of water in which it 
was formed, so that this was a specimen of bond fide sea¬ 
water ice, without admixture of snow or spray. In the 
same way the melting point of pack-ice was determined. 
The fresnly collected ice began to melt at -1° C. ; after 
twenty minutes the thermometer had risen to -0*9°, and 
two hours and a half afterwards it stood at - 0-3°, having 
remained constant for about an hour at - 0 4°. Another 
portion of the ice rose more rapidly in temperature, and 
when three-fourths of the ice was melted, the thermo¬ 
meter stood at o° C. In the case of the ice frozen in the 
bucket, the melting point remained constant for twenty 
minutes at - 13°, after which no observations were made, 
so that we do not know if this ice, formed under the most 
favourable circumstances, showed the same irregularities 
as the pack-ice, picked up out of the sea ; but as the bulk 
of ice experimented on did not much exceed 10 cubic 
centimetres, the greater part of it must have melted in 
the twenty minutes. Indeed as the amount of ice formed 
in the bucket did not sensibly alter the composition of 
the water left liquid, there seems to be no reason why 
the ice should not be a homogeneous substance. 

Adhering brine can have no influence on the melting 
point of ice, consequently, if sea-water ice consists of 
pure ice with entangled brine, it must inch at o* C. If 
its melting point is different from o° C. then the solid 
matter of the ice is not pure icc. We have seen that 
frozen sea water has a melting point of - i*'3, which ! 
is fairly constant, and that pack-ice, which must neces- ! 
sarily be formed by the freezing of salt water, the con- 1 
gealing of spray, and the accumulation of snow, begins to 
melt about — 1 , the temperature gradually rising as the 
constituents of lower melting point are liquefied. It is 
thus readily apparent how it is that Scoresby found that 
such ice “allowed to drain for sometime in a temperature 
<?f 32 0 or upwards/’ produced in the end potable water. 
The salt-water ice of low melting point effectually pie- 
vents the intermingled snow' from melting, which finally 
remains practically intact, and of course can be drunk on 
being melted. 

Dr. Peiterson on purely chemical grounds comes to the 
same conclusion. He says (p. 303): “ Those who support 
the common theory that sea ice is in itself wholly desti¬ 
tute of salt, and only mechanically incloses a certain 
quantity of unfrozen and concentrated sea water, must 
confess that we in this case ought to find by chemical 
analysts exactly the same proportion between Cl, MgO, 
CaO, S 0 3 , &c, in the ice and in the brine as in the sea 
water itself/’ That this is not the case is shown by a 
number of analyses of sea-water ices in which the propor¬ 
tion of Cl; S 0 3 varied from 100: 12 8 to too: 766, the 
average proportion in sea water being 100; ir88. The 
tesultft of his investigations may be summarised as 
follows 

* ! Ocean water is divided by freezing into two saltniferous 
parts, one liquid and one solid, which arc of different 
chenucal compositions. Taking the relation Cl; SU 3 as 
standard of comparison, the most striking feature of the 
ftceeing process is that the ice is richer in sulphates, and 
the brine in chlorides. The extraordinary variation, both 
in saltness and in chemical composition of every indi¬ 
vidual specimen of sea ice and sea brine, shown by the 
tables, depends on a secondary process, by which the ice 


seems to give up its chlorides more and more, but to 
retain its sulphates. Hence the percentage of chlorine is 
no indication Of the saltness of the ice, though it may rt> 
a certain extent be taken as an index of its age. 

In connection with this part of the subject, the author 
cites Prof. Guthrie’s work on Cryohydrates, and gives 
the following table 


Cryobydrftte of 


Contain'! 

Solidifies at 

NaCl 

* 70 39 per cent, water 

. - 22* C. 

KC 1 

80 ’DO 

11 * f 

. -ir*4C, 

CaCl a 

72 OO 

m tr 

■ - 37 ° C. 

MgS0 4 .. 

7»'»4 

»> ft 

. - 5*0 C. 

Na,S0 4 .. 

• 95‘45 

tt l» 

. - o °7 C. 


Supposing that these cryohydrates are formed in the 
freezing of sea water, it is easy to see how, as the tem¬ 
perature rises, the chlorides melt out first and leave the 
ice richer and richer in sulphates. 

Before concluding this notice, attention must be called 
to a statement in a note at the foot of p. 318 : “As a 
thermometer immersed in a mixture of snow and sea 
water, which is constantly stirred, indicates — i J *8 C., we 
may regard,” &c. This can be true only if the tempera¬ 
ture of the atmosphere is - r*8 C. ; if it is o° C, or 
higher, the temperature of the sea water w ill assuredly 
rise to the melting temperature of snow, or o° C. 

Even though it should turn out that chemically pure 
ice does, as the author suspects, melt suddenly without 
previous contraction as he, the discovery of the existence 
of a minimum density point of icc, not chemically pure, 
which includes all the ice on the globe, is one of the very 
highest importance. 

It is to be hoped that we shall soon have a further 
instalment of work on a subject so large and so important, 
and with which the author has shown himself so well 
qualified to deal. J. V. Buchanan 


THE STABILITY OF MERCHANT 
STEAMSHIPS 

I PROPOSE to state, and in part to restate, the more 
important scientific considerations concerning the 
stability of merchant steamships hich the investigation 
of the Daphne disaster has brought to light, following the 
main lines of the second part of my Report, which has 
been published in exlettso in several newspipers. In this 
case, as in all cases touching the complicated question of 
ship stability, it is very necessary to be careful not to 
draw hasty inferences or any inferences at all which are 
not strictly deducible from the facts or principles esta¬ 
blished, 

it is desirable to guard the reader in the first place 
against considering the cases of the ships Daphne and 
IIam mo n ia -which I have had occasion to associate 
somewhat closely in my Report—as identical in more 
than a certain number of features, there being other fea¬ 
tures in respect of which there is little or no resemblance. 

1 will presently point out both the resemblances and the 
differences, but first let me remind the reader unfamiliar 
with naval science what is meant by a curve of stability, 
quoting the Report as far as may be necessary for the 
purpose. Fig. 1 may be taken as the transverse section 
of a vessel inclined at an angle of 15 degrees to the up¬ 
right. The total weight nr gravity of the vessel will act 
downwards through the centre of gravity o, and the total 
buoyancy will act upwards throughthecentreof buoyancy 
u, as the arrows indicate. It will be obvious that the 
vessel cannot rest in the inclined position with these forces 
and no other operating upon her ; she must revolve until 
gravity and buoyancy act in the same vertical line, but in 
opposite directions, The further she is inclined the tqort 
will the ship be immersed on one side and emersed oh 
the other, and therefore the further out will the centre of 
buoyancy move. Now as neither the gravity nor the 
buoyancy need be altered in amount by mere inclination, 
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and ns they ate equal and opposite in direction, it follows 
that, whatever the inclination, the force acting will always 
be toe same, but the leverage, marked o z, will vary as 
the centre of buoyancy moves. At 30 degrees inclina¬ 
tion, for example, c;z is much greater than it is in Fig. 1 
at 15 degrees. In Fig. 2 Jhese lengths are set up as 


Ftai. 



ordinates of a curve, and similar lengths for inclinations 
of 45 and of 60 degrees are similarly set up ; the curve 
drawn through their upper extremities is this vessel’s 
“ curve of stability/ ’ observing that the base line is divided 
into equal lengths for equal angle intervals on any con¬ 
venient scale. 

As regards the u mctacentre/’ I must explain here, as 


fig.2 . 



J didin my Report, that in former times, when “initial 
stability” alone was calculated, the word “metacentre” 
had a much more limited meaning than it possesses now. 
It formerly had relation to the upright position of the 
vessel, in which case the buoyancy acts upwards through 
the centre line of the ship’s section—along o M, for 
example, in Fig. 1. After receiving a slight inclination, 



the vessel has, as wc have said, a new centre of buoyancy, 
and the buoyancy itself will act upwards along a fresh 
line slightly inclined to what was previously the upright 
line, and will intersect it at some point, m. This point 
was called the u mctacentre/’ and if we suppose the 
angle in Fig. 1 to be very small (very much less than 15 
degrees), then the M shown there approximately marks the 


“metacentre.” When a ship is much more inclined, the 
point at which two consecutive lines of the buoyancy** 
upward action will intersect may not be, and often will 
not be, in the middle line of the ship at all, but this point 
is nevertheless called the “metacentre,” and the die of 
the word in t is extended sense has recently become 
general In Fig. 3 is shown a floating body of square 
section, inclined in the water at an angle of about 30 
degrees, wl is the water line or line of flotation ; B is 
its centre of buoyancy. By giving it a “slight ” inclina¬ 
tion from the position, it will of course have a new centre 
of buoyancy given to it. If we incline it one way b will 
show this, if we incline it the other way tf will snow it, 
and for each of these positions there will be a new line 01 
action or buoyancy. But these lines of action, together 
with that through b, will all meet or intersect in one 
point, and this point (M) will be the metacentre at 30 
degrees of inclination. In Fig. 4 I have shown curves 
of stability for a prismatic body, with the centre of gravity 
in the centre of form, and also with that centre in some 
cases raised and in others placed below the centre of 
form. In this figure the draught of water is taken at 
3/25ths of the total depth of the prism. In Fig. 5 I have 
given curves of stability for the prismatic body with the 
centre of gravity and the centre of form taken as coin¬ 
cident, but with different draughts of water. In Fig. 6 I 
have given the curve of stability of a similar prismatic 
body, immersed 2/5tbs of its depth, and having its centre 
of gravity situated 6 inches below its metacentre. These 
figures serve to illustrate very clearly the error involved 
in the assumption that with stability at the upright posi¬ 
tion and stability at 90 degrees—or but little instability 
at the latter, which is what some authors have instructed 
the profession to be content with—there need be no ap¬ 
prehension of any deficiency of stability at intermediate 
angles of inclination. They show that with square sec¬ 
tions and prismatic forms there may be various disposi¬ 
tions of centre of gravity and draughts of water, with 
which stability in the upright position and again at 90 
degrees are not proofs of safety, but indications of the 
gravest danger. 

With these figures before us, we now have both the 
Hammonia case and the Daphne case amply illustrated, 
and can carefully distinguish between the two. The 
Hammonia case—as put forward by Mr. Biles, who con¬ 
ducted her calculations—is that of a high-sided vessel 
with her stability reaching a maximum soon after she had 
inclined 30 degrees ; and she therefore finds her ana¬ 
logy in one or other of the cases shown in Fi'j. 5. In 
the latter figure it will be seen that with the centre of 
gravity in the centre of form all positive stability vanishes 
at an inclination of 45 degrees in the two cases A 
and B ; but the growth and decline of the stability are 
very different indeed at the different immersions, when 
the immersion is smallest the stability rises in a steep 
curve (a), attaining a comparatively large maximum 
something under 20 degrees, and then declines, more 
gradually than it rose, as the inclination goes on. By 
increasing the immersion from 3/25ths to s/acths the 
curve b is produced, and here we see a vast change of 
stability, the curve, which rises very slowly from the bash 
line, never reaching one-fourth the maximum ordihate 
curve a ; only attaining its maximum beyond 30 degrees 
of inclination, and then declining less slowly than it rose, 
until it vanishes. Immerse the body to double thf last 
immersion, and we find in curve c that now, instead of 
vanishing at 45 degrees, the stability only there begins* 
rising to a small maximum a little beyond 60 degrees 
and vanishing at 90 degrees. It is In curve B that we 
find a state of things very closely analogous to tfcaf 
closed by the M ammonia curve, which 1 now giveipFig. 
7. In both cases the stability increases but stowiy4 m 
both it reaches early a maximum; and in both ft disappears 
altogether before the vessel is more, or much mom, 
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; inclined through half a right angle* The case of the but an examination of the triple-branched curve of her 
1 Daphne resembles this in the slowness with which the stability given in Fig. 8 shows that the analogy between 
stability increases as the vessel is in dined, this slowness the two cases ends at quite a moderate angle of inclina- 
being due to the same causes in both cases doubtless ; tion, say 30 to 31 degrees, In this figure (8) the curve a 

FIG.4, 

CURVES of STABILITY of PRISMATIC BODY of SQUARE SECTION 

DRAUGHT of WATER */ u of DEPTH, 


A WITH CCftTRC or GRAVITY AT CENTRE OF FORM* 



is constructed on the assumption that the ship was free to curve would have increased until the| bulwarks came 
take water on board as the main deck became immersed ; under water, provided these bulwarks had been water- 
the branch B rresumes the poop to have been watertight; tight. It will at once be seen that the Daphne cannot be 
and the branch c is calculated to show how the stability regarded as analogous to the Hammonia or to the curve 

fig.6. 

CURVES of STABILITY of PRISMATIC BODY of SQUARE SECTION 

WITH CENTRE OF GRAVITY AT CENTRE OF FORM. 


A. WITH ORAURHT OF WATER %• OF DEPTH. 

B. II # » 

C. ” - £ tM 



b in Fig. 5, in so far as the stability at very large angles Daphne's curve A ceases to rise soon after the main deck 
is concerned. On the contrary she would have more re- becomes immersed, and then falls rapidly away in the 
sembled the case of Fig. 6, provided her sides had gone same manner and for the same reason as all ships lose 
as high a % her topsides and been there decked over. The stability when, or soon after, the freeboard has become 

FIG.6. 

CURVE of STABILITY of PRISMATIC BODY of SQUARE SECTION 

DRAUGHT of WATER H *-* of DEPTH. 

WITH QIHTRS OF RRAYlTY « INft. IBLCW THE MITACENTR*. 



exhausted. It must therefore be clearly understood that of the immersion of the deck, while the ffammon£a 9 [bv 
it is in the early stages of the two turves that the cases losing all stability before the deck became immersed, 
f which I have had to make public find their resemblance ; opened up a state of things which startled her builders, sur- 
at the later stages the Daphne illustrates the consequences prised the profession, and confounded the textbooks, and 
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must force extended calculations upon all those who here¬ 
after undertake to launch ships upon the stability of which 
any doubt can by possibility exist. 

It Is pretty widely regarded as a remarkable feet that 
there should have been any deficiency in the knowledge 
of shipbuilders concerning the conditions or possible con¬ 
ditions of the stability of ships at their launching draughts. 
But to me this deficiency seems the most natural thing 
possible. It needs no explanation to those who remem¬ 
ber what immense transformations and extensions have 
come upon the shipbuilding trade during even my own 
professional experience. 1 well remember looking with 
wondering interest in Sheerness dockyard at the first iron 
ship ever seen there ; and yet the construction of iron 
ships had become so universal fifteen years ago that I 


wrote my work on u Shipbuilding ill Iron and Steelto 
meet a widespread necessity, the idea of writing descrip¬ 
tions of wood ships having already passed away. I 
equally well remember the building at bheemess of the 
first screw steamship ever constructed there; but where 
now are any but screw steamships built for ordinary 
ocean work ? Some sailing ships and some paddle 
steamers doubtless are built even now; but the screw 
steamer has almost undisputed possession of the world's 
ocean trade. With these changes have come in wholly 
new developments of shipbuilding science, and the pre¬ 
sent is not by any means the first instance in which it has 
fallen to my lot to point out errors of doctrine—false de¬ 
ductions from former practice—which were misleading 
the shipbuilder. In the case of the strains to which ships 


FIG.7. 

CURVE of STABILITY of S.S. HAMMONIAl as launched. 




are subjected, the deduction* made by the most eminent • large initial or early stability, so to speak, fell out of de¬ 
men whq discussed the subject scientifically at the end , in and. Nor is it easy to say when deficient stability 
of the last and the beginning of the present century l would have come under close investigation, had it not 
seemed to me to be irreconcilable with the conditions of j been for the accident of certain ships of very low free- 
modern ships, and after lengthened investigations I found board coming under consideration at the Admiralty, as 
that they were not only wrong, but in some cases the re- explained in my Report. These led to the calculation of 
verse of the truth, and 1 contributed to the Royal Society stability at successive angles of inclination, and to the 
a paper on the subject which has brought modern theory j method of recording the results in the form of the '‘curve 
and modern practice into better relationship. In the of stability” previously described. But besides the 
matter of .stability it was most natural that as we aban- change of the seagoing ship, there has been the enor- 
doned the employment of wind as our propelling power— mous extension of its employment, our carrying trade on 
which of course imposed upon ships the necessity for the sea having increased by leaps and bounds. Everyone 
large stability to withstand the wind-pressure-ship- knows that when the demands of commerce are very 
builders were able to resort to greater proportionate urgent, science and scientific research are apt to be 
length and to enlarged proportionate area of midship neglected. The necessity for great carrying power artd 
section; and thus to bring about conditions in which speed at sen has been attended by an equal necessity for 



quickening the loading and discharging of ships in port, 
and consequently steam windlasses and cranes, and many 
other modern appliances involving upper weight have 
come into vogue, and their effect upon stability has not 
been always considered. From these and other causes 
there has been brought about that somewhat extensive j 
employment of ships of small stability, or of no stability 
at all in themselves, to which it lately became my duty to 
direct attention. It is no doubt the general belief that a 
high-sided ship having some initial stability, will, as she 
inclines, gather large additional stability, and will retain 
some even at very large angles; that, as my Report states, 
has greatly encouraged people to be satisfied with very 
small Initial stability, in some cases with none at all, and 
even less than none. Many steamships of large tonnage 
have been built of late years for influential steam com¬ 


panies and other owners, which ships are totally in¬ 
capable of floating upright without the aid of ballast or 
of cargo, and which cannot be unloaded in dock without 
being held upright with hawsers attached to the shore. 
Such ships, even when capable of floating unballasted 
without capsizing, can only do so by lolling over at large 
angles of inclination, and there finding a position of stable 
equilibrium. When carefully watched over and stored 
with suitable cargoes, these ships can usually be made 
safe at sea, and sometimes even safer than ships with 
larger initial stability but less range—a circumstance to 
which undue prominence has perhaps been given, and 
which has diverted many from the grave elements of 
danger which more often are associated with small initial 
stability* “ There is not the least doubt, however, that A 
very small initial stability given to many modem mercati- 
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til© steamships—given in the belief that much more is 
sure to be gained aa the ship inclines (within Urge limits) 
—has resulted in the capsizing of many ships at sea, and 
in gfftve danger to many that are still afloat, not in the 
same manner, because not in the same condition as to 
lightness as the Hammonia and Daphne, but from other 
not less real deficiencies.'* Sad and serious as this state¬ 
ment is, 1 repeat it here with perfect confidence in its 
accuracy. 

Sometimes such vessels are brought into a condition of 
apparent safety by the stowage of their own coal, but as 
the coal is consumed their stability diminishes, they 
capsize, disappear, and the word “ missing ” is recorded 
against them in an official return. No means exists, 
notwithstanding all our shipping legislation, for insuring 
that the facts will be brought to light—indeed, at the 
official inquiry which follows under the present condi¬ 
tions, the question of stability may not even be mentioned. 
As the stability of a ship is often an intricate matter 
which can be effectually controlled only by close and 
careful calculation, and as no Government department is 
at present charged with the duties even of collecting, 
recording, and making known those dimensions and 
particulars of ships which determine their stability, the 
matter must be left to right itself. Maritime ships of 
small stability incur dangers from, and are doubtless lost 
by, the operation of causes which are but very imper¬ 
fectly appreciated. 

It is under the urgent pressure of a very rapidly grow¬ 
ing mercantile steam marine that the shipbuilding trade 
has somewhat, I fear much, outrun the companionship 
and regulation of science. It is only quite recently that 
the necessity for developing their scientific staff and 
appliances has been borne in upon the minds of ship¬ 
builders. There never, even yet, has been so much as a 
training school or college established by them for the 
education of young naval architects and draughtsmen 
throughout the country. But the Admiralty have had 
their dockyard schools at work for nearly forty years; 
school after school of Government naval architecture has 
been established ; the Institution of Naval Architects 
has been formed, and done invaluable work, for more 
than twenty years ; and some private shipbuilders have at 
length entered with spirit and enterprise upon the labour 
of developing the practice of scientific naval architec¬ 
ture. No part of my duty in connection with the Daphne 
inquiry has been so agreeable to me as that of bearing 
witness to the admirable efforts of several Clyde firms in 
this respect; and there is no result that can follow from 
the inquiry which I should esteem so highly as the emu¬ 
lation of their efforts throughout our shipbuilding esta¬ 
blishments generally—unless, indeed, it were that of a 
general awakening of shipowners to their great and 
enduring responsibilities in this matter. 

Edward J. Kefd 


INTERNATIONAL POLAR RESEARCHES 

the present moment, when every student of modern 
science is anxiously awaiting the result of the 
labours of the international observation parties which 
have for nearly a year been self-imprisoned around the 
Pole, I venture to make the following suggestions relating 
to international Polar researches. 

The state of the ice in the Arctic seas is, as is gene¬ 
rally known, very changeable during various seasons. It 
is thus impossible beforehand to draw conclusions as 
to the probable state of the ice one summer by its state 
the year before, and this circumstance has greatly im¬ 
peded active researches in the Arctic regions. From 
time to time valuable and expensive expeditions have 
been despatched, but these have in most instances been 
luwfortunote enough to encounter the adverse seasons, and 
the purely geographical gain has in consequence not been 


in proportion to the cost* At other seasons, on the other 
hand, when the ice seems to have promised afar advance 
northwards there has not been any expedition ready to 
take advantage of the circumstance* Had there at cer¬ 
tain times and seasons been expeditions prepared to use the 
opportunities which have presented themselves, and in the 
right locality, I have not the least doubt that a very far 
advance into unknown Polar regions might have been 
made at a very small cost. In spite of the, in many re¬ 
respects, exceedingly valuable discoveries which have 
resulted from these expeditions to geology, meteorology, 
and other modern sciences, they seem certainly on the 
whole as if they had been started under an unlucky star, 
which is, in my opinion, caused by the circumstance 
that the period and season selected have not been the proper 
ones. What we liave thus gained has generally been ob¬ 
tained with great loss of time, money, and valuable live?, 
A most remarkable contrast to this is, however, the 
voyage of the Vega, which from beginning to end seemed 
to have been attended with success only, as the forced 
wintering, when having practically accomplished its object, 
only tends to heighten the charm of this venture. 

From the experience we have gained of the changes in 
the ice, it is however evident that Polar researches have 
hitherto, in one respect at all events, been effected in an 
erroneous manner, and great loss of money and life 
caused thereby. The geographical researches around the 
Pole should in my opinion be conducted in a different 
manner. Instead of, as has hitherto been the case, that 
finely equipped expeditions arc despatched at random 
and at unconsidered periods, an arrangement should 
be made between the various European nations to equip 
a certain number of expeditions, which should be de¬ 
spatched every summer to the same locality during a 
period of ten to eleven years. During a period of this 
length it is probable that the conditions of the ice, which 
we may assume undergo periodical changes, have run 
their cycle, and during certain years of such a period 
opportunities would undoubtedly occur which would 
enable a very far penetration into the Polar basin. 

The expenses attending such expeditions would, if 
skilfully arranged, not exceed those of one of the costly 
ones which have hitherto been despatched, while they 
would not result in the great loss of life which seems 
to attend the larger one or two years expeditions under 
which ambition naturally leads the members to venture 
on any undertaking which may give returns equivalent 
to the expectations of the equippers. 

Hitherto the Dutch alone have arranged their expedi¬ 
tions to the Polar regions in a systematic manner. They 
have, as is generally known, for some years regularly 
despatched an expedition every summer to the regions 
around Spitsbergen and Novaya Zemlya; but that they 
have not, geographically, obtained any great results may 
be ascribed to the circumstance that they have employed 
sailing vessels instead of steamers. Neither have they 
in all probability laid special stress on geographical 
achievements in these parts; the expeditions hitherto 
despatched may thus be considered as mere pioneering 
ones. From next year it is, however, the intention of the 
Dutch to employ a steamer instead of a sailing vessel, and 
then their researches will, no doubt, be more fruitful. 

It is now admitted by every student that Polar re¬ 
searches are of great importance in several respects, and 
the establishment of the international circumpolar stations 
is a proof of this, while the manner in which these have 
been arranged seems to promise to be the first step to¬ 
wards a senes of researches in the Arctic regions, which 
would, as the meteorological ones, be best carried out 
through an international cooperation. In order to ad¬ 
vance in the unknown Polar basin, it appears to me to be 
essential to abandon the random expeditionary attempts 
hitherto persevered with, and organise instead systematic 
researches. And if these are carried out by international 





NATURE 


424 


cooperation, the levy on the individual participators would 
be very small indeed. 

There are in my opinion three points in the Arctic seas 
which offer, I believe, special, advantages as bases for 
penetrating towards the Pole, and on which particular 
attention should be concentrated, viz. the north of Spitz- 
bergen, the north-east of Novaya Zemlya, and the Behring 
Straits. 

To the north of Spitzbergen, />. to the north of the 
Seven Islands, Norwegian hunters have, in the autumn 
of certain years, found the sea to the north and north-east 
so free from ice that they have deemed it a very easy 
matter to have penetrated with a steamer considerably 
northwards. Such was, for instance, the state of the ice 
in the autumn of 1881. And similarly the sea to the 
north-east of Novaya Zemlya has in certain years been 
easy of navigation, and finally, judging by researches, it 
may be assumed that the sa ne is the case with the sea 
north of the Behring Straits. 

Now, in order to carry out the programme which I 
have here suggested for a more systematic research of 
the Polar regions, 1 advocate that four small but excellent 
steamers should be provided, of which one should every 
year be ^despatched to a station on the north coast of 
Spitzbergen, another to one at the northern point of 
Novaya Zemlya, and the remaining two to respective 
stations north of the Behring Straits. This should be 
carried out during eleven consecutive years. Then when 
the state of the jee in certain seasons was very favour¬ 
able, the vessels 'should take advantage of the opportunity 
and proceed northwards. 

The advantage of this plan is that it would be attended 
with very little risk, while the object should be not to 
attempt to force an advance, but rather to wait patiently 
until th; favourable opportunity presents itself, and then 
to act with boldness and decision. There is on the other 
hand every reason to assume that the time of the 
members of these expeditions would be employed through¬ 
out in a way beneficial to science. As a matter of safety 
it would also be advisable to establish fixed stations or 
depots in suitable places, to which the expeditions could 
resort in case of need. 

From the experience we have gained of late it may be 
safely assumed that the Polar basin is not during any 
whole sumner or autumn covered with continuous ice; it 
is in fact evident that th; sea shows large tracts of open 
water during these seasons. The ocean ice north of 
Spitzbergen is thus always in a constant—at times even 
exceedingly violent—state of drifting in the most varied 
directions, according to the currents and winds pre¬ 
vailing. At ti nes, too, the ice has been found to drift in 
a direction contrary to those of currents and winds. 
North of Spitzbergen there must, therefore, during cer¬ 
tain periods of the seison be large tracts of open water 
which are capable of receiving the enormous ice masses in 
drift. 

As is generally known, Petermann advanced the hypo¬ 
thesis that Greenland extended in a more or less broad 
belt of land towards the Pole, from whence it diverged 
downwards to Behring Straits. If this is so, the great 
Polar basin should be divided into two parts with a 
common oatlet into Behnng Straits, although distinctly 
separated from each other by the land belt Tn question. 
They would at the other end discharge themselves into 
two different channels, viz. one in Baffin’s Bay and the 
other in the Greenland and East Spitzbergen ocein. This 
hypothesis has been supported by many eminent savants , 
as for instance Purpart, Jager, and Chavanne. 

Without, however, disputing the corrertness of the 
reasoni for this assumption, it would no: bo difficult to 
point out circu nstances which would refute the hypo¬ 
thesis. And although several things seem to corroborate 
the a)su nption that the real Polar basin contains a belt 
of smaller and larger islands, it is perfectly obvious that 
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the climatological and consequently the glacial conditions 
of these regions would have been quite different finpm 
those now prevailing had a large continent of the kind 
described by Petermann occupied the greater portion of 
the central Polar basin. 1 myself believe, judging by the 
strong motions of the ice north of Spitsbergen and 
N ovaya Zemlya, and certain circumstances attending the 
same, that the climate of the Polar regions is a sea or 
insular climate rather than a continental one. In making 
this assertion, however, I do not say that a continent 
such as that referred to lias not existed there in the 
Tertiary or early part of the Quaternary period. 

However this may be, the question to be solved is 
one of preeminent importance to men of science/ and 
1 feel certain that a mode of research effected .in the 
manner 1 have here advocated would certainly result in 
its solution. Karl Petterskn 

Tromsd Museum, July 


NOTES 

A meeting of the General Committee of the International 
Fisheries Exhibition was held at South Kensington on Tuesday. 
Mr. Birkbeck presided, and read the Report of the Executive 
Committee, which stated that the number of visitors to the 
Exhibition has, up to the preseut, been very large. The numbers 
up to Saturday, : the 25th in$t., were 1,444,515, showing a daily 
average of 16,050. The juries have, with few exceptions, now 
completed their hboura, and their reports will be laid before the 
Special Commissioners, appointed by Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment, for consideration and approval. The Report closes as 
foil >w.s“ With regard to the future, it is indispensable that 
the Executive Committee should obtain the necessary powers 
from the General Committee to announce the closing of the 
Exhibition on some day to be fixed hereafter, and that they 
should further be invested with authority to carry out aay nego¬ 
tiations and make any agreements they may deem necessary for 
the subsequent utilisation of the buildings, which have been 
erec.edat so great a cost, in order that a fair proportion of the 
money that has been eepended upon them may be recovered. 
In furtherance of the latter object, the Executive Com¬ 
mittee have much pleasure in stating that they have 
received from Her Majesty’s Co mini* doners of 1851 an 
intimation that, provided the grounds are uied solely for 
the purpose* of holding exhibitions, they would be willing 
to extend the existing agreement (which expires on De¬ 
cember 31 next) for a further period of three years. The Execu¬ 
tive Committee have every reason to believe that, with the 
approval of the Prince of Wales, exhibitions of great importance 
will be held in each of these years. Under the»e arrangements 
the authorities, which His Royal Highness may be pleased to 
constitute for carrying out each of these exhibitions, will become 
tenants of the Fisheries Exhibition, aniwnild accordingly pny 
a proportion of the original cost as rent for the use of the build¬ 
ings, The Chairman said it was a matter of congratulation that 
the numbers admitted hid proved to exceed the m>st sanguine 
expectations of the general public, and the Committee had every 
reason to believ; that for the future, eipscially dorx ig tbs month 
of September, large numbers of visitors would attend. The 
most important portion of the Report referred to the future use 
of the building-. Next year it was proposed to holla great 
international exhibition of horticulture, floriculture, and forestry* 
and they had every reason to belisve it would he successful. 
There had been some question of the conferences being co> 
tinued later on. The ditfusslon on the paper by the 0 uke of 
Edinburgh was adjourned sine die, aid probably, if His Royal 
Highness was in Lind m at ths end of Septe ob&r er the begin¬ 
ning of Got >ber, he might bs disposed to atte id. There eras 
also aaother promise given that there should be a fishermed's 
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congress, which it was proposed should be held at the end of 
September. The only other matter was with reference to the 
juries. The reports had nearly all coine in, and they had only 
now to wait for the meeting of the Government and Special 
Commissioners to confirm the various awards. 

On the occasion of the unveiling of the statue of Daguerre at 
Coitneilles on Sunday, it was stated that the family is not extinct, 
The present representative being M. Behon-Daguerre, a contvi* 
butor to French scientific journals. It was on August 19, 1839, 
that the Daguerreotype was publicly exhibited by Arago at a 
sitting of the Academy of Sciences, This communication was 
made in accordance with the provisions of a law granting to 
Daguerre and Niepce a joint annuity of 400/. for the purchase of 
their invention on behalf of the French nation. Of the members 
of the Academy sitting on Augu.->t 19, 1839, only two are now 
alive—M. Dumas, the Perpetual Secretary, and M. Chevreul, 
who was then in the chair. It was M. Chevreul who congratu¬ 
lated M. Daguerre in the name of the Academy of Sciences, 

An excellent paper taken from an a 'dress delivered to secondary 
school teachers in Switzerland has been circulated by the U.S. 
Education Bureau to answer the question, How to teach natural 
cience. It urges that knowing facts is not the object of such 
education ; in that case a supply of works of reference would be 
r royal road. “ One gets on faster with a child by carrying it, 
but it is for the child’s inteiest to teach it to run and swim by 
itself.” A teacher, therefore (who must be laboriously grounded 
himself), must patiently bring all his scholars, not the most pro¬ 
mising only, to discover and observe facts for themselves—teach 
them to set. Cram is most dangerous in scientific teaching, 
because most essy to both of them. Books, therefore, should 
be little used, and nothing about an object should be taught 
without fcuch object before them. After string, the next lesson 
is describing, with the help of drawing if possible, both leading 
to accuracy in the use of language. Plants first, which are 
plentiful for experiments, then animals of different classes; 
later on minerals should be chosen, mechanical effects on these 
latter first, later on chemical. The district museum of natural 
history and such classes would mutually assist each other greatly ; 
in fact neither, to be successful, would long go on without the 
other. And, indeed, the lecturer wisely cautioned his hearers 
that making collections must not become a rage with the pupils. 

M. Pasteur has addreised a telegram to M. Dumas, Per¬ 
petual Secretary of the Academy of Sciences, to inform him that 
he has received telegraphic news from the French MisTon which 
ha & gone to Egypt to study the cholera. M, Pasteur says that it 
contains very curious observations of a highly novel character. 

The Royal Commissioners on Technical Instruction are now 
engaged in preparing their Report, which promises to be a work 
of considerable magnitude. The completion of it will probably 
occupy more time than was originally contemplated. 

Prof. W. M. Hicks, M. A., has been appointed Principal of 
Hrth College, Sheffield, In the room of Prof. Jones, the newly- 
appointed Principal of the South Wales College. Mr. Hicks is 
a Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, and was seventh 
Wrangler in 1873. He worked in the Cavendish Library under 
the late Prof. MaxwclL 

In addition to the observations carried on around the Pole the 
physical institution at Upsala lias also carried out others in that 
during the winter, which were brought to a close on 
August 15 last. 

Wjs have received from the President of the University of 
Tokto the Calendar of the Departments of Law, Science, and 
Literature for the session 1881-82. Like the Report of the 
J apanes* Department of Education, this volume comes tomewhat 


late. As is the cose with all the Japanese educational estab¬ 
lishments, we notice here the rapid reduction in the number of 
foreign teachers, and the increase In the number of qualified 
natives who take their places, Thus in the department of 
science we find thirty-six instructors of various grades, of whom 
only seven are foreigners, and there have recently been still 
further reductions. Many of the native professors appear to 
have excellent academical degrees from European and American 
universities, and one is a Cambridge Wrangler. Among the 
changes in the curriculum during the session we observe that the 
permission to students to choose between the study of French 
and German is taken away, and the latter language made com¬ 
pulsory. “ This change has been made in order to enable 
students to pursue their studies or professions in future to the 
best advantage, since it is believed that Germany is the country 
where the sciences here pursued have reached the highest com¬ 
parative development." Several graduates were despatched 
during the year to Europe to continue the study of zoology, 
mechanical engineering, medicine, and political science. The 
total number of students was 170, 91 of whom had entered 
for the scientific course; while the total number of graduates 
was 133. 

Tug new biological laboratory of the John* Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity, which will be opened next September, has. Science 
states, been especially constructed with reference to providing 
opportunity fur advauced work in experimental physiology. It 
contains two large rooms for general advanced work in animal 
physiulogy, in addition to others specially designed for work 
with the spectroscope, with the myograph, for electro*physio¬ 
logical researches and for physiological chemistry. It also 
contains a special room eonstuicted for advanced histological 
work, and well supplied with apparatus and reagents, a room 
for mid o-photography, and rooms for advanced work in animal 
morphology. 

A J ELLGKAM from Batavia, dated August 27, states that terrific 
detonations from the volcanic island of Krnkatoa were heuid on 
the previous night, and were audible as far a& Soerakarta, 
showers of adies falling as far as Cheribon. The flashes from 
the volcano w ere plainly visible from Batavia. Serang is now 
in total darkness. Stones have fallen at that place. Batavia 
was also nearly in darkness. All the gaslights were extinguished 
during the night. It was impossible to communicate with Anjer, 
and it is feared that some calamity has happened there. Several 
bridges between Anjer and Serang have l)een destroyed, and a 
village near the former place has been washed away, the rivers 
having overflowed through the rush of the sea inland. This 
rush is spoken of in the telegrams as a “tidal wave, ” but it is 
evidently more of the nature of an earthquake wave, a pheno¬ 
menon so well known on the west coast of South America, 
Java is the centre of one of the most active volcanic regions on 
the globe ; it has about sixteen active volcanoes, and many more 
which are mostly quiescent, not extinct. 

A Terriule tornado broke over the south-eastern part of 
Minnesota on August 22. At Rochester forty persons are re. 
ported to have been killed and fifty injured. A third of Rochester 
is stated to be wrecked, and it is feared that the whole country 
around that town is in ruins. The number of killed is estimated 
at some hundreds. A passenger train on the Rochester and 
Northern Railway was blown off the line, and it is reported thAt 
twenty-five passengers were killed and thirty-five injured. The 
storm also visited Utica, St. Charles and neighbouring counties. 

On August 5 at about 9 p.m. a very fine meteor was observed 
from several places around Lake Vettern, in Sweden. It 
passed across the sky from west to east, and possessed a mag¬ 
nificent lustrous head and tail somewhat resembling a large 
rocket Its speed was as slow as that of the latter, its passage 
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occupying exactly two minutes, while it left a shining track for 
several seconds in rhe sky. On August 12 at about 9 p.m. a 
meteor was seen at Sarpslwrg, in Norway. It represented a 
fireball with a long shining tail, piping in a straight line across 
the sky in an easterly direction. It was in view for about one 
minute. 

A shock of earthquake of a rather severe nature, but of short 
duration,'vi as felt at Agram at 3.40 p.m. on the 28th Inst. It was 
accompanied by subterranean rumblings. 

M. JaDjUBLAIN has endeavoured to prepare a pure carbon 
for electric purposes that should be as hard and as conductive as 
gas carbon. He first takes gas carbon, which he submits to four 
processes. (1) treatment with dry chlorine at a red heat for 
thirty hours ; (2) treatment with hot alkali for about three hours; 
(3) immersion in hydrofluoric acid (1 to 2 of water) at a tem¬ 
perature of 15 0 to 25°; (4) carbonised by heating strongly in the 
vapour of a highdmilmg hydrocarbon, for commercial purposes 
gas tar will do well. AH these operations may be performed 
after the carbon has been cut into sticks. Hy these processes the 
impurities have been reduced to a minimum and a good, pure 
carbon obtained. 

The director of the J aid in d'Acclimatation of Paris has just 
received an entire tribe of Kalmucks from the desert lands in the 
neighbourhood of the Caspiau Sc.i. It consists of 9 men, 8 
women, 4 girls and children, iS camels, 15 mares and young 
horses, io Kirghiz sheep, with tents, instruments, arms, &e. 
They will probably visit London after having made m Paris a 
stay proportionate to their success. 

Oh Sunday week an extraordinary ascent was matte at 
Nogem-snr-Marne. The aeronaut ascended at 4.30 p. 111 , and 
landed near St. Cloud oi,i the following day nt 7 a.m. lie 
remained 144 hours in the air, and travelled no more than 30 
kilometres. 

M. Fkjeuel has found ihai at certain temperatures blende, 
chloride of sodium, and boiacite exhibit pyroelectric phenomena. 
Boracile he found to be so most markedly at the point when it 
lost its cubical form whilst cooling after being heated to 265". 

Messrs. Longmans and Co. have issued the eleventh edition 
of Prof. Atkinson’s Laudation of Ganot’s %i Elementary Treatise 
on Physics.” About thirty-two pages have been added to the 
new edition, while the chapter on the steam-engine has been 
entirely recast. 

Mr. Fishur Unwin has added to his useful series of Half* 
Holiday Handbooks a Guide t > Wimbledon, Putney, and 
Barnes. The same publisher nKo sends us a little Handbook to 
the Fernery and Aquarium. 

M. dk FoNvnauc asks us ro say that by mistake he stated in 
his note on the Montgolfier status that it was cad in bronze; it 
is in plaster, and the cast L being executed. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Mah r jli Galago (Galago »iaholi) f purchased ; 
a Vervet Monkey (CcrcopUhtcut lalattdii), presented by Mr. J. 
H. Sheppard ; two Golden Eagles (At/uita chrysmdos) from 
Scotland, presented by Mr. A. U. Browne; two Short-toed 
Eagles {Ct> canus galticus), purchased ; a Yellow-headed Conure 
(1 Conurus jtndaya)> presented by Her Grace the Duchess of 
Wellington; a Slender-billed Cockatoo (Licmctis tcnuirostris) t 
presented by Mr. K. Keelp ; a Land Rail (Cnx praiottsis), pre¬ 
sented by Mr, M. Bryant; a Partridge Brorfte-winged Pigeon 
(Gtopkaps icripta), and a Modest Grass Finch (Amadina modttia)> 
presented by Mrs. J. Abrahams; a Martinique Waterhcn 
(Porphyrin martinicus ), a Mississippi Alligator (Alligator minis- 
sippim j*>), presented by Mr. Cuthbert Johnson; six Chameleons 
(Ckamutlesm vtdgarii\ purchased ; a Hog-nosed Snake (Htierodon 
piatyrkttm), presented by Mr. F. J. Thompson, 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Division of Bikla’js Comet, —Those who have made 
themselves acquainted with Hubbard’s masterly researches on 
the motion of Bicla's comet will be aware that he arrived at the 
conclusion that the disruption of the comet, by whatever cau*e 
effected, took place in heliocentric longitude 318*6% and latitude 
+ 12*o% distance 4*36, which position he Mates the comet occu¬ 
pied in November, 1844. In fact, if we adopt Hubbard 5 * Anal 
dements for perihelion parage in February, 1846, we find for 
1844, November 16 o G.M.T., longitude 318° 36% latitude 
4 - 1 2* 2 \ radius-vector 4*366$, and the true anomaly 209® 57'. 
At the time when Hubbard’* investigation was made, no one of 
the known minor planets attained this distance from die sun. 
We arc now acquainted with several which recede further, 
towards aphe ion passage, and an encounter between fhe comet 
and a small planet might ext lain the phenomenon which occa¬ 
sioned so much astonishment in 1845-46, The orbits of some 
230 of these bodies have been calculated, but mi submitting them 
to examination with a view to discover whether any one of the 
planets could pa^s through the point indicated hy Hubbard as 
that of the separation of Biela’s comet, we arrive at a negative 
result. Andromoche recedes lo a distance of 4 ' 7 2 3 from the sun, 
hment to 4 590, and Hilda to 4'632, but at such distances all 
three are much nearer to the plane of the ecliptic than Hubbard’s 
position. We may therefore say that if the Biela catastrophe 
was occasioned by collision with a small planet, it was not ^ne 
of the large numi er already calculated. 

Variable Stars.—M r. Krioit has succeeded this year in 
following the variables Viigmis almost if not quite to a minimum, 
but unfortunately the long twilight, moonlight, andhn/yand cloudy 
skies m July preventing him from fixing the exact date. On 
Aprd 4 the star was 9*7111,, and ruddy ; April 2$, 10*15 > May 4 » 
gauged 1 i’5; May 31, 12 1 ; June 25 and 28, 12 2 and 12*3; 
June 30, 127 ; and on July 4/by a doubtful observation, 12*75. 
The observations made by Mr. Hind, soon after the discovery of 
the star’s variability in 1852. compared with those of Prof, 
Schonfcld to 1875 give the following elements ;— 

Day*. 

Minimum 1875, April 27 4 + 373*77 E. 

Maximum 1866, June 7 15 ,, 

This formula assign* July 4, 1883, for minimum, a date closely 
borne out by Mr. Knott’- observations, and for next maximum, 
1883, October 30, not observable. 

The star varies from about 5 7m. to 12 7. It L NHL 420 of 
Weiiise’s Bessel, and it* position for 1884*0 is in R.A. 13b. 
26m. 56 9s., N.t'.D. 96* 35'46". 

Mr. Knott has also found a maximum of R Sc ^rpii on 1883, 
July 9, magnitude lo’i. S Seorpii had already parsed maximum 
when the observations commenced in the middle of May. 

The Great Comet of 1882.—It may be hoped that one or 
more of the larger instrumen t m our observatories wilt be em- 
nloyed in a further attempt to fix positions of this remarkable 
body during the absence of moonlight in September. Position* 
were given in Nature, vol. xxviii, p. 334, and will also be 
found in the Astvonvmu he Nachriihten. 

Now tha the period of revolution resulting from the most 
reliable calculation* approximates tn eight centuries, it would be 
interesting to bring together in their original form the numerous 
descriptions of the great comet of I xo6, the substance of which 
is given by Pingre, mote especially the references to the direc¬ 
tion of the tail (between the east and north) in the latter pan of 
the comet’s appearance. Like the comet of 1882 it was seen 
close to the t-un : one historian ‘■ays it was observed from the 
third to the ninth hour of the day on February 4* 


GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

With reference to the Austrian Meteorological Expedition 
which on Tuesday lad arrived in Vienna from Jan Mayen, we 
are tiow aide to give the following particulars of the wintering 
at the Fland. Leaving Iceland on August 1 the Pda sighted 
the southern point of lati Mayen on the 3rd, hut a. tbtj* fog 
prevented landing until the fallowing day. Lieut, von Wblge- 
mutb, with some officer;, at once came on board, and great were 
the rejoicings on both sides at the infecting. The chief of the 
expedition states that at the end of August, 1882, the northern 
storms tegsn with a heavy fall df ^now. September was, how- 
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ever, fine and warm, but with October the storms from the north 
aiaiu came back "with cold weather, accompanied by magnificent 
aurorae of yellow, blue, and sometimes even red colour. The 
aurora borealis was always seen, and in constant motion, at 
times covering the whole firmament. On November 13 the 
Polar night commenced, but the darkne.'ts w as not appalling, as 
the ever*recurring aurora lit up the night. Terrible snowstorms 
often compelled the members to ketp indoors, and not until 
1 >ecember came the ice began to form along the coast, but it 
was of feu after broken up under terrific storms. During these 
the spray from the surf on the coast was often thrown several 
hundred feet inland and covered every object with salt crystals, so 
that fresh water had to be fetched long distances. In January 
the greatest cold occurred, “35° init even during that 
month southerly winds often brought the glass up to +30“ C. 
On January 30 the Polar night came to an end. March was 
on au average the coldest month, ana during the same the station 
was for a short time snowed up. During April and May fresh 
weather reigned. Early in June a whaler passed the island, but 
did nut observe the station, and by the end of the month no ice 
was found on the island. Throughout the winter but little 
stove firing was necessary, and both houses and the provision-* 
fully answered their purpose. 1 >uring an exploration of the 
island a grave was discovered which K believed to be that of one 
of the shipwrecked Dutch sailors who wintered here in 1633, 
and died through scurvy, 1 he scientific observations of the ex¬ 
pedition are, the members state, very valuable, and have been 
earned out in accordance with the international programme. 
Tuere was no case of scurvy among the members or tne crew, 
against which every precaution lma been taken by the munificent 
patron of the expedition, Count Wilczek. 

In Septemlier it will be exactly twelve months since the 
Dijmpkna ami ihe Varna were Dm seen m iho Kara Sea, since 
when no news whatevei as to the fate of the two vessels has been 
obtained. It was hoped Unit the WtUnn Barents* which has 
nceii cruising in the Kara Sea during the summer, would have 
brought some tiding-, of the mining vessels, but this expectation 
has failed, a* recently stated in Nature, the Dutch exploring 
vessel neither finding any trace of the same, nor learning any¬ 
thing from the Samoyedus mi the coast of Sitwrin. If the 
rumour, which w as current early m the year, that the Sawoycdes 
had seen the wreck of h lar^e vessel on the east coast of 
Waigatz Island, is remembered, amt which was proved to be 
incorrect, we may assume that there is as little truth in the 
recent one to the effect that a vessel had wintered off the east 
coa^t of that island, a spot which it is hardly likely that either 
vessel could have reached. On the other hand there is little 
probability of the hope expressed by Hovgnard in his last de¬ 
spatch and by Nordenskjold having been realised* viz. that the 
equinoctial gales of Octutxrr would set the vessels free and 
enable them to winter at Port Dickson or adjoining port, as 
Huvguard bad instruct ions from Herr Gawd, in such an eventu¬ 
ality, to despatch a uicsaoge thereof to Y ukutsk, and if t)ii> was 
done it would have reached us ere now. Ttoeic it now only the 
hope left, if no mishap has occurred to the vessels, that they got 
free early in the spring, as Norwegian smacks found open water 
in the Waigati Strait as eariy as in May last, and have proceeded 
10 Port Dickson, from whence news may now be looked for. This 
port may have been reached in safety, although it t-eems remark¬ 
able that the Dutch Meteorological Expedition should not have 
returned to Europe instead during the summer in accordance 
with the instructions of the ChcumpoDr Congress, by which all 
parties v/ere to return in August of the present year, ff to this 
are coupled the circum*tanoc$ that the Varna is merely a third 
ctaM Norwegian coasting tweamer of inferior qualities and the 
Dijmphtia, although strengthened fur Polar exploration, au old 
vessel of no great strength, and that the vessels were lad seen in 
a place which is notorious for the terrible pressure and drift of 
the pack-ice, with sudden hurricanes, there certainly seems 
ground for the anxiety for the ships which i* now becoming 
manifest in CoDenhagen an < Amsterdam, The Dutch have, we 
learn, taken decided steps to ascertain the fete of their country¬ 
men, it having been decided at a meeting in Amsterdam last 
week immediately to equip and despatch a steamer in search of 
the V*rm from Haimuenetf, in Norway. 

The Ellida left Hammerfest last week to try to discover the 
mfefcmg Dutch Expedition, The Meteorological Institution lias 
now contracted with the owners of a second ship* the George, 
which started on Saturday from Archangel with orders to land 


on the west coast of Waigatz, and to send help overland to the 
Kara Sea if the entrances by water are closed. A telegram from 
Utrecht announces that a Dutch gentleman offers a reward of 
50,000 Norwegian krone to the ship which Khali find the Dutch 
Tolar Expedition, last seen in the autumn of last year on board 
the Vania in the Kara Sea, This expedition had assigned to it 
the carrying out of the magnetic and meteorological observations 
ai the mouth of the Yenisei, under the command of M. Lamie, 
a lieutenant in the Koyal Netherlands Navy, 

In the BalUEno of the Italian Geographical Society for 
August, Sig. C. de Amezaga gives a detailed account of the Gala- 
pa^o- Islands, based on the recent reports ol MM. Ic&za and 
Wolf, llie archipelago, which belongs politically to the Re¬ 
public of Ecuador, is a sort of No Man's Kami, at present almost 
uninhabited except by cattle, goats, swine, horses, asses, and 
dogs, placed there early in the present century, which have 
multiplied exceedingly, and partly reverted to the wild state. 
The dogs especially are very numerous and savage—like their 
wolfish ancestors preying on the goats and cattle. Similar pro¬ 
pensities have be n developed by the 11 bimana 7 ’ from the main¬ 
land, who, at various dates between 1831 and 1878, have at¬ 
tempted to establish settlements on Elonana (Charles Eland) 
and one or two other members of the group, but who generally 
ended by mutually exterminating each other. The archipelago 
comprises* thirteen volcanic islands, and numerous rocks scattered 
over a space of about booo square miles, but, collectively forming 
scarcely more than 720 square miles ol dry land. Within thri 
limited men are represented two remarkably distinct physical awl 
climatic zone-, one low, hot, barren, and rainless, extending from 
the sen-level to an elevation of about 650 feet, the other thence 
to an extreme altitude of 1435 feet (cone at north extremity of 
Albemarle Island), subject tu tropical rains from February to 
May, followed by heavy dews for the rest of the year. Here 
the igneous rocks have been completely disintegrated, forming a 
thick layer of argillaceous clay and humus, on which flourishes 
u varied and vigorous vegetation, Hut this upland wooded region 
is01 such limited extent compared with flic arid lowlands, that 
probably n**t more than bo square miles altogether are suitable 
for cultivation. The native flora, while in general of the 
American type, presents many jH-culiarities, especially in the 
phanerogamous plants all of distinct species, which nave not 
been satisfactorily explained by the special climatic and physical 
conditions*. Thcie also n total absence of lianah, creeper-, 
pabi-s, musaccic, nroidae, and the other inonocotyledonotis 
families which form the glory of the Amazonian forests. The 
indigenous fauna is represented chiefly by reptiles, including four 
or five species of snake**, none of which are venomous. The 
huge turtles and land tortoises, the strange marine ignanss, and 
other survivals From remote geological epochs, impart a certain 
antediluvian aspect l > the landscape, especially of the low-lying 
coast land u , which are little frequented by the animals recently im¬ 
ported from the mainland. The climate, everywhere healthy, with 
au average temperature not exceeding 73® or 74“ F., even in the 
hot zone, is favourable both for .stockbreeding and the cultivation 
of sugar, bananas, and all kinds of vegetables ami fruits of tropical 
and temperate regions. There, are, however, no mineral re¬ 
sources, mid a complete absence of guano, phosphates of lime 
and carl Kin, all of which were formerly (supposed to abound in 
the archipelago. On the other hand, there are a few good and 
easily-accessible havens, such as those of Office Bay and 
Black Beach Roads on the east side of Fionana. Hence the 
Galapagos Group, lying at about 900 miles fro a Panama on the 
diiect r jute to Australasia, cannot fail to acquire great economic 
importance as a provision and coaling'station as soon an the pro¬ 
jected imeroceanic ship canal is constructed. The notice is 
accompanied by a good chart of the archipelago on a scale of 
1 : 889,00+ ghoAiug elevations, cones (or which two are still 
active), marine and prevailing atmospheric currents. 

It may be remembered that Baron Nordenskjold, at the 
moment of leaving Iceland on the present expedition, discovered 
in the jKi&Hession of an Icelander an old map of North Europe, 
which he, judging from his announce meat of the discovery 
through the medium of the Royal Geographical Society, believed 
to be very old, perhaps as old as the famous Zeno map, to which 
reference has previously been made in Nature, and which be 
appeared to consider further supported his views concerning the 
Norse settlement, in Greenland. We have, with reference to the 
map in question, received a communication from an eminent 
Swedish geographer, informing us that, having had an opportunity 
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of examining the map now in Stockholm, he is convinced that it 
is simply a Dutch sea chart from the beginning of the seven¬ 
teenth century, and of no value whatever, which ho bdieves 
Baron Nordenskjold did not, under a mere cursory examination, 
discover. In consequence of the,opinion pronounced hy our 
correspondent, the Swedish Geographical Society has decided 
not to have facsimiles of the map taken. 


INDIAN ME TEOROL OG V 1 
II. 

I T'HE title of Paper IV. — ** Storms in Bengal, accompanied 
by increased Atmospheric Pressure and the Apparent 
Reversal of the Normal Diurnal Oscillation of the Baro¬ 
meter,” by Prof. J. Eliot,—must necessarily appear some¬ 
what strange to those accustomed in our latitudes to the frequent 
masking, if not actual reversal, of the normal diurnal oscillation, 
by the large and rapid non-periodic oscillations to which the 
atmospheric pressure is subject. 

There arc two reasons why this reversal should be rare in the 
tropics, and of such frequent occurrence, as to be ir.ire often the 
rule than the exception, in higher latitudes. One is, that the 
range of the diurnal barometric oscillation is greatest near the 
equator, and diminishes as wc approach the poles, and the other, 
that the range of the non-periodic oscillations varies in precisely 
the opposite way, increasing very nearly in the ratio (as Ferrel 
has Bhown) of the square of the sine of the latitude to unity. 8 

Instances of such inversion, are said by Prof. Eliot to be 
extremely rare in Bengal, but a perusal of the paper leads us to 
conclude that it U father a cave of de non apparentibus than 
de non existeniibus , and that a tendency towards reversal take* 
place to some extent in all north-westers and analogous storms 
of a sudden and violent character. 

Humboldt, Col. Sykes, and Allan Broun, have all graphically 
described the regular march of the diurnal barometric oscillation, 
but their observations were mostly made a good deal nearer the 
equator than Bengal, and thus in regions where reversal of the 
diurnal oscillation would be a still rarer phenomenon. 

In the cases cited by Eliot, including one observe 1 by Hill at 
Allahabad, the following characteristic changes were observed 
about the time of reversal:— 

1. A marked rise of the barometer. 

2. An equally marked and simultaneous fall of the thermo¬ 
meter. 

3. A sudden decrease of the tension of aqueous vapour. 

4. An instantaneous change of wind direction. 

A consideration of all these features leads the author to con¬ 
clude that in these cases a downru^h of cold air belonging to an 
upper current (which is know* to travel seawards in Bengal, and 
is therefore dry) takes place in the centre of the area of low 
pressure belonging to the storm. On no other hypothesis, does 
it seem possible to explain all the facts, especially the rise in the 
barometer, and the fall in vapour tension. 

A close study of these north-we ters, whether acco npnnied hy 
reversals or not, and their analogues in other parts of the world, 
is certain to unravel much of the complexity surrounding such 
and all aerial disturbances, and as all facts bearing on them arc 
valuable, and the present writer was for some time resident in a 
locality (Dacca) where they occur with marked intensity, he may 
perhaps be allowed to remark that one of the most peculiar 
features he has noticed in connection with them, is the almost 
instantaneous return of the wind to its original direction after the 
rear of the storm-cloud has passed the zenith. Both before and 
after the storm, the wind in Bengal blows from the direction of the 
sea (south-east). The storm-cloud appears to form in the north¬ 
west by an aggregation of vapour that is carried thither in cloud¬ 
lets from the sea. After a time, the threatening mass advances 
towards the sea, the sea-wind meanwhile blowing towards the 
advancing cloud with increased force, until the latter has arrived 
pretty close, when a lull takes place, after which the wind in¬ 
stantaneously changes to the opposite quarter (generally through 
the north), from which it blows with great violence. Then come 
the characteristics already noticed, together with continuous 
lightning and hail, the latter often very large, 

When the storm-cloud, the rear of which presents a very 

1 Concluded from p, 407. 

* " g«Jadon between the Barometric Gradient and the Velocity of the 
Wind, by W. F errel A nt trican Journal oj Sderut, vol. viii,, November. 
1874. ' 


definite outline, passe* the zenith, the wind Invariably returns to 
its former direction, and gradually dies down as night approaches. 
The whole phenomenon appears to favour the notion which has 
always been entertained by the writer, and is merely a slight 
extension of the explanation given by Prof. Eliot, that a sudden 
oblique uprise of moist hot air takes place, deflecting the tipper 
current into a corresponding oblique downward course, which 
determines the direction of the storm and continues as long as 
the uprising air interferes with its regular motion parallel to the 
surface. This explains why the storm always follows the course 
of the upper current, as well as the immediate readjustment of 
the original conditions, as soon as the region of ascending air 
which causes the deflection has passed the spot. 

Paper V. "On the Rainfall of Benares in Relation to the 
Prevailing Winds,” by S. A. Hill.—The observations utilised in 
this paper, as far as toe velocity of the wind is concerned, raise 
a question of general importance, and one which we think ought 
to engage ■ the attention of all thoughtful, and certainly all 
practical meteorologists, Up to 1872, the anemometer was only 
13 feet above the ground, but in that year it was raised to a 
height of nearly 80 feet, Now what are we to think of the 
effect of such a change of position on the observations ? 

According to Mr. Stevenson, 15 feet is the lowest elevation at 
which an anemometer should be placed, since below this height 
the velocity is found to be enormously affected by the nature of 
the surface. On the other hand, 80 feet is an elevation which 
would not only cause the instrument to register a considerably 
higher velocity, 1 but also secure for it nearly complete immunity 
from the disturbing influences which would be sure to affect it in 
the lower position. 

It is indeed very much to be regretted that in setting up ane¬ 
mometers in India no sort of uniformity seems to have been 
attempted. Thus from a list of their elevations above the ground 
given in the 14 Meteorological Report for India ” in 1876, every 
variety of height imaginable occurs, ranging from 5 feet 7 inches 
at Khandwa to 76 feet n inches at Benares ! At no two sta¬ 
tions are the anemometers at the same level, and though it is 
somewhat complacently admitted by Mr. Blanford ** that it can 
hardly be affirmed that in the majority of caaes the anemometric 
records are strictly comparable,” one is naturally inclined to ask 
why the instruments could not have been placed, if not exactly, 
at least more nearly, at the same level. Buch an arrangement 
would seem to lie a cardinal requisite where such a sensitive 
element as air motion is involved, and indeed Mr. Stevenson's 
experiments have shown that while observations below 15 feet 
are almost useless, the velocity increases rapidly with the height 
through the first 100 feet; so that until a correction is made for 
the height, it would be vain to attempt a comparison of observa¬ 
tions made at lower, with those at higher levels. 

Fortunately in this case the discussion mainly relates to the 
direction of the wind, so that the conclusions are not seriously 
affected by the change in the position of the instrument. 

The chief conclusion arrived a* by the author is similar to that 
obtained by Mr. Blanford in the first paper of this series for 
Calcutta, except that Benares affords no corroboration of the 
conclusion drawn from the former register, that 14 rain is the 
more probable in proportion as the deflection of the monsoon 
current is greater.” 

It appears, nevertheless, that there is a well-marked connec¬ 
tion between the amount of rain that falls in a d<$y and the 
deflection of the rain-bearing current, the maximum amount 
being from the opposite quarter (north-west) to that from which 
the monsoon blows. 

Paper VII. ** Variations of Rainfall in Northern India,’ 1 by 

S. A. Hill.—This is one of the most interesting and important 
papers of the whole series, its ostensible object Ixdng partly fo 
test the soundness of the idea which was propounded by Dr, W. 
\V. Hunter and others in 1877, that sunspots, rainfall, and die 
occurrence of droughts and famines were closely associated in 
India. Regarding this vtxata quaslfo it may be said at the out¬ 
set that while the general results of an investigation embracing 
an area which covers eleven degrees of latitude and twenty of 
longitude (equal to that of the British Isles, France, Germany, 
Austria, Holland, and Belgium combined), like those of Mr. 
Blanford for Southern India, bear out Meldrum’s theory of On 
eleven-year cycle of rainfall, they exhibit certain irregularities, 
or, more properly speaking, double oscillations, which, as Prof. 

1 According to Mr. Stevenson'* formula, which holds near the surface, die 
velocity would be increased by this change of position in the rado 1*38 ! z. 
Thus for 187s the observed mean value was 67 8* To midte thU compare we 
with the yean that follow, it Should be 8^4 1 
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Hill shows, are probably due to local reacting circumstances, 
and which afford but little hope of our ever being able to forecast 
droughts and famines in North-West India solely from a know- 
ledge of the state of aolar maculation. 

The fact that the terrestrial effects of solar changes are con¬ 
spicuous in some localities and almost totally absent in others 
seems to many persons incompatible with thecosroical nature of 
the influences at work, but to those who study the subject it 
appears, on the contrary, the only result to be reasonably ex¬ 
pected both from expet iencc and analogy. 

Thus ordinary weather is the integral of all the differentiations 
effected during the regular seasonal changes in solar declination, 
and it need scarcely be remarked what an endless variety of 
conditions we have in this case, due primarily to the operation 
or a gradual and periodic cause. Owing to diversities of super¬ 
ficial character, elevation, contour, latitude, &c., we have meteo¬ 
rological oscillations set up, differing from each other in phase 
and amplitude, which, like the tides of the ocean, in some places 
tend to exaggerate and in others to annihilate each other. So 
also must it be, where we have solar changes which gradually 
perform their cycle in a period of years. The forced oscilla¬ 
tions they originate, though small, may In some localities, by a 
unison of osculations of the same phase, or an absence of oppos¬ 
ing oscillations, be exaggerated above the mean amplitude, just 
as in others they may, owing to an inequality of phase or the 
clashing together of opposite variations, be rendered in¬ 
appreciable. 

Prof. Eliot, in his “ Report on the Meteorology of India for 
*877 ” (p. 3), evidently recognises this fact, when he admits the 
probability that “at one part of the sunspot period one effect 
of the variation of solar radiation may be to exaggerate local 
irregularity." While therefore it is probable that we shall find 
only a few places, where the terrestrial effects of solar spot varia¬ 
tion are of sufficient magnitude and regularity to render secular 
forecasting possible (assuming that our foreknowledge of solar 
changes is reliable), such a fact ought by no means to be used as 
an argument against the utility of studying the relations between 
solar physics and terrestrial meteorology. 

Mr, Btanford, who from the first attacked the somewhat crude 
hypothesis propounded by Dr. Hunter regarding sunspots and 
famines in Southern India, has in his own person furnished a 
practical protest against any such idea, since his researches on 
the connection between barometric pressure and sunspot variation 
have tended, not only to confirm the belief in the bond existing 
between solar and terrestrial changes, but have also opened out 
new collateral facts, which, if followed up, are certain to yield 
results of the highest importance to the science of meteorology. 
His own views on this question, which have frequently been mis¬ 
understood in certain quarter?, and referred to as adverse to the 
general question, are concisely expressed in the following sen- 
tence, which we quote from an official report recently made by 
him to the Indiau Government:— 


“ While, however, I am unable to concede to the conclusions 
hitherto placed on record, that degree of importance which has 
sometimes been claimed for them, as affording rules of guidance 
for the prognostication of scarcity and famine, I am fully in 
accord with the Famine Commis-ioners as to the importance of 
following up such clues as they afford, and of pursuing with all 
the means at our command the investigation of the class of 
phenomena to which they belong. It has happened again and 
Main in the past history of science, that hypotheses, which in 
their original form were more or less erroneous, have neverthe¬ 
less been most fruitful in their results. In giving system and 
definite purpose to research they have served a most useful 
office \ And although the course of their verification may have 
resulted in demonstrating their error, the same process has 

S ht to light the germs of new and unsuspected truths which 
have long remained hidden but for the stimulus to invest!■ 
l afforded by rejected theories. 11 

The nature of the entire question indeed, seems to have been a 
good deal misunderstood in this country, at least to judge from 
the dttraordinory amount of obloquy end opposition which it 
has encountered in varlous ouarters. 

On the one hand, it must oe obvious to any one who casts even 
a merely superficial glance at the vast changes in the physical 
condition of the sun, indicated by the spots, prominences, &c, 
and the dependence of alt terrestrial meteorology on the quan¬ 
tity {and perhaps quality) of the heat radUted fifom oar great 
luminary, ^that such changes in the former, must he reflected to 
SOU# extent in the Utter, as Indeed they one universally allowed 


to be in the case of terrestrial magnetism. On the other hand, it is 
equally obvious to the merest tyroln meteorology, that such meteo¬ 
rological fluctuations, though in many cases distinctly recognis¬ 
able, are not only of small average amplitude (especially in high 
latitudes) when compared with those which occur, as we say at 
present, non-periodically, but take a period of years to accom¬ 
plish their cycle. To imagine therefore, that such changes, even 
if thoroughly determined, will alone enable us to forecast the 
general weather of a season or a year, is manifestly irrational as 
far as these latitudes are concerned, while even in India and the 
tropics generally, we have grounds for believing that there are 
only a few places, where tne extreme range of the oscillation 
bears a ratio to the non periodic changes large enough to con¬ 
stitute it the dominant factor of the weather. 

That when the conditions which regulate the larger and more 
irregular changes are better understood, a knowledge of the un¬ 
derlying secular meteorological changes coincident (or nearly so) 
with the varying*phases 01 solar activity, will be of great assis* 
tame in framing seasonal forecasts, it is impossible to doubt. 
At the same time it seems strangely to have been overlooked by 
the majority of those who have interested themselves in this 
fascinating question, that though the sunspot variation in meteoro¬ 
logical elements may alone be insufficient to form the basis of a 
practical system of weather prophecy, it is very likely to prove 
the key by which the entire weather problem may be solved , since, 
when once we know the precise qualitative as well as quantitative 
meteorological effects of a gradual secular change in the solar 
radiation, coincident with the sunspot cycle, we shall gain an 
immense insight into the way in which the larger and more rapid 
oscillations are effected by the ordinary changes in solar radiation, 
brought about by season, latitude, geographical locality, &c., 
these latter oscillations only differing from the former, in being 
more frequent and of greater amplitude. 

Prof. Hill in his investigation, adopts a plan which is obviously 
necessary to any one who knows the peculiarities of Indian 
meteorology, viz. the separate treatment of the summer and 
winter rainfalls. 

The former season embraces the period from May to October, 
and the latter the remaining month?. An eleven-year period, in 
favour of wliich there is a good deal of preliminary evidence, is 
assumed, in order to see if there is any correspondence with the 
analogous mean period of solar spot variation. The oscillation 
of the summer rainfall for the whole area about its mean, is then 
estimated for the cycle, and is found to accord generally with 
the results for Southern India, and with Meldrum’s supposed 
universal law, in showing a direct variation with the sunspots, 
the range being twice as great as in Southern India. At the 
same time considerable irregularity is visible, some of the 
stations at the border of the monsoon region giving results con¬ 
trary to the average variation. The winter rainfall on the other 
hand show* a much closer relation to the sunspots, the remark- 
able thing about it being, that instead of varying directly , as the- 
summer tall, it varies inversely with the spotted area. 

The variation of this winter fall shown in the text is very 
regular, and confirms a conjecture hazarded by the present writer 
in 1877, that the similar variation which he had previously shown 
to exist in the winter rainfall of Calcutta would be found to be 
more decidedly marked in the sub-Himalayan zone to the north 
of it (Nature, vol. xvi. p. 167, Meteorological Notes). 

In a postscript to the paper Prof. Hill has worked out »he 
variation from a longer series of observations, which were dis¬ 
covered, apparently by accident, at the Board of Revenue in 
Allahabad, and which, by means of registers kept in the 
Himalayan province of Kumaon, ( 'to which the civil disturb¬ 
ances following the mutiny of 1&57 did not extend/’ allows the 
cycle to be worked out for the period 1844 to 1878. The final 
result given in the form of percentage variations from the mean, 
is as follows :— 


Year* of 1 
Cycle. } 
Mean per-j 
tentage j 
variation. ) 


Winter Rainfall of North India 


1 1 

a 

* 1 

4 

5 

6 ! 

7 I 6 

9 

i° t 

■tf-sj 

— o’6 

-3‘* 

-J$'5 

-i?'3 

4-0*8 

+»7’3 +*4 7 

+ a'i 

-5‘<j 


-5 4 


For the summer rainfall the variation given in the text is as 
follows s— 


Years of \ 
Cycle, f 
Mean per* 
oentage 
variation, 




Summer Rainfall of North India 


3 I 

4 I 5 1 

6 I 

7 

8 1 9 

10 

4 +9*8 

+ ** i «(+7'8 

-34 
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~8lj~(tQ'o 
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11 
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Id the cycle as arranged above, the first year js that which 
cutiUins the year of maximum sunspot, and the eighth that of 
minimum sunspot. 

With the figures m the text, the maximum winter rainfall 
occurs on an average rather morq^han a year before the minimum 
of sunspots, and the minimum of rainfall appears cither to coincide 
with, or to follow the maximum of the sunspots, at about an 
equal interval. 

While, therefore, the facts are so far favourable to a close 
connection between sunspots and rainfall in Upf er India, they 
do not lead so much to the conclusion that the former directly 
affect the latter, as to their both being effects of some common 
and as yet undetermined cause. 

It should be further noticed, both as a result of this investiga¬ 
tion, and an example of one of the “new and unsuspected 
truths ” which Mr. lilanford says are often incidentally br >ught 
to light, that the variations of the summer and winter falls are 
almost exactly contrary to each other, and as this has been found 
to occur not onlym the years of the mean eyrie, but also in Indi¬ 
vidual years, it has been concluded by Prof. Mill tbat in Northern 
India the winter rains are excessive when the summer rains are 
dejective and vice versa. 

This contrary variation, which is of 1 ttelf a valuable discovery, 
E moreover shown to be due in some measure to a reaction of 
the winter on the summer rainfall. Thus, in years of heavy 
winter rainfall in Northern India, and therefore of heavy snowfall 
in the Himalayas, an excess of barometiic pressure attended by 
diminished temperature, is found to occur during the earlier 
months of the year, which causes the air to move outwards from 
the centre of relatively highest pressure, and so bar the approach 
of the Arabian Sea current from the south-west, as well as the 
Bay of Bengal cuirent from the south east, and by thus com¬ 
pelling them to part with their moisture in other districts, such 
os the hills of Central India, or East Bengal and Burmab respec¬ 
tively, causes deficiency and drought over the Punjab and North- 
West Provinow, or Western Bengal. 

On the other hand, in year- of defective winter rainfall, the 
temperature is generally high, and the pressure low, in the early 
mouths of the year ; while the currents from the south-east up 
the Ganges valley appear in full strength, and are accompanied 
by early and abundant summer rains. 1 

Mr. Blanford has partly attributed the high atmospheric pres¬ 
sure which occurs in the years of heavy snowfall, to the cooling 
thereby produced, but an this abnormally hii^h pressure some¬ 
times extends right down the Bombay coast, it is plain lhat the 
snowfall is not the only determining canse, and lhat we must 
look to some more general cause to explain the matter. Prof. 
Hill speculates very intelligently on this cause, but as the specu¬ 
lation requires confirmatory evidence, it will be as well perhaps 
not to dwell on it at present. 

It may, however, be observed that this speculation accounts 
satisfactorily for the double oscillation of the Bengal summer 
rainfall with its maxima at both sunspot epochs, as well as the 
double oscillation of the annual rainfall of Southern India, 
noticed by the late Mr. J. A. Broun, F.K.S., in Nature, vol, 
xvi. p- 334 (which, unlike that of Northern India, is solely 
due to the summer mansion current) with its minima at both 
epochs, two remarkable facts, which might at first sight appear 
to be almost irreconcilable, if not unaccountable. 

Before leaving this interesting and suggestive paper, it should 
he remarked that the variation in the winter rainfall of Northern 
India is shown to be closely connected with the curv^of air- 
temperature in the tropics calculated up to 1862 by I)r. Koppen, 
and continued up to 1S77 by Prof. Hill from Indian observa¬ 
tions alone. 

The following table gives the epochs of maxima and minima 
of both elements, and the conclusion can, we think, scarcely be 
resisted that there is a causal connection between them, since in 
every case but one, the rainfall epochs slightly follow those of the 
temperature :— 

Maximum and Minimum Epaths of Tropical Temperature and 
Winter Renn 

Minima, Mmima. 

Temperature. Run. Temperature. Rain. 

1836*9 1837-8 ... 18427 ... 1842-7 

1847*7 1848*1 *8547 ... 1855*0 

1858-4 ... 1860*6 ... 1865-1 ... 1865-5 

1874-8 ... 1874-7 ... (1876-3) ... (1876-9) 

1 These opposite condition* are now so universally retogni'ed, as almost to 
form a canon of Indian meteorology. 


■ Similar variations are shown to exist In the winter rainfall of 
other parts of the world, as well as in the humidity of Russia 
and Siberia, which favour the hypothesis long entertained both 
hy Prof. Hill and the writer, that “the winter rains in Northern 
India occnr simultaneously with an increase in the quantity of 
aqueous vapour in the atmosphere over Eastern Europe and 
Western Asia, and that the cause of both may possibly be found 
in an unusually high temperature in the tropics, whereby the 
evaporation of the waters of the ocean is accelerated and the 
upper current of moist air known as the anti-trade has its velocity 
.increased.” 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

American Journal of Science, August.—Principal characters of 
American Jurassic Dinosaurs, part vi. : Restoration of Bronto¬ 
saurus, with plate, by Prof. O. C. Marsh, The restoration is 
effected by hone? belonging almost exclusively to a single indi¬ 
vidual, which when alive was about fifty feet long : chief charac¬ 
teristics : long flexible neck, very short IhxI y, massive legs and 
feet, the latter plantigrade, and leaving footprints about a square 
yard in extent, very large tail with solid bones, remarkably 
small head, smaller in proportion to the body than that of any 
other known vertebrate, ^kull being less in diameter or weight 
than the fourth or fifth cervical vertebra. The living animal 
must have weighed over twenty toils, and appear-* to have been 
a stupid reptile of slow motion, without offensive weapons or 
dermal armature, amphibious in habits, feeding on aquatic and 
other succulent plants. —The evolution of the American trotting 
horse, by Francis E. Nipher. The minimum time of trotting a 
mile, in a previous paper determined at 93, is here reduced m 
91 second-, and it is suggested that the trotter will very probably 
finally surpass the race horse in speed.—On concave gratings 
for optical purposes, bv Henry A* Rowlaud, Professor of 
Physics, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore.—Glacial mark¬ 
ings of unusual forms in the Laurentian Hills, by Dr. 
Edmund Andrews. Several illustrations are ^iven of the 
peculiar marks here described, which are chiefly curved 
stria, serrated strise, and curious scoop marks, both striated 
and unstriated, very difficult to explain on any theory of 
glacial action.—Response to the remarks of Messrs, Wachsinuth 
and Springer on the genera Glyptocrimi* and Rcteocrinus, by S, 
A. Miller.—On the present status of the eccentricity theory of 
glacial climate, by W. J. McGee. In reply to recent critics the 
author urges several arguments in defence of Croll's theory of 
secular variations in terrestrial climate.-—On the commingling of 
ancient faunal and modern floral types in the I.a ramie group, by 
Charles A. White.—Notes on some fossil plants from Northern 
China, by J. S. Newberry. From the general character of tbe-e 
plants, which were collected by Mr. Arnold Hague, the author 
considers that PumneBy and Richthofen's estimates of the great 
area and value of the North China coal and iron deposits are by 
no means unwarranted. The plants, all of the Carboniferous 
age, seem to prove that the Chinese coal basins belong to two 
great geological systems, one answering to that of the European 
and American coal-measures, the other probably referable to the 
Khoetic and I ias.—Review of De Candolle's “Origin of Culti¬ 
vated Plants,” with annotations on certain American specie#, 
by Asa Gray and J. Hammond Trumbull.—On the supposed 
human footprints recently found in Nevada, by O. C. Marsh. 

The Journal of the FratMn Institute, August. — Cranes; a 
study of types and details, by Henry U. Towne.—A remarkable 
error in the common theory of the turbine water-wheel, by J, P. 
FrjzelL—Beton in combination with iron as a building material, 
by W. E, Ward.—The grindstone, by J, E* Mitchell,—The 
Glover tower and the working of sulphuric acid chambers, by 
Moses A. Walsh.—On radiant matter spectroscopy, a new 
method of spectrum analysis, by William Crookes, F.K.S,— 
The cause of evident magnetism in iron, rieel, and other mag¬ 
netic metals, by D. E. Hughes. F.R.S.—National Exhibition, of 
Railway Appliances, Chicago, 111 .—Obituary, Benjamin Howard 
Rand, Franklin Institute.—Note*,—Induced currents in recipro- 
cal movements.—Twinkling of stars during auram*,“^paukh 
copper tubes.—Photozincography*—Orange peel. —Constitution 
of the sum—Colour of distilled water,—Deep'sea exploration*. 
—Generation of inflammable gases in the diffusion of beets,^ 
Amber, 

Journal of the Russian Chemical and Physical Society, vqi. 
xv, fasc, 5.—On the formation and properties of oxide of 
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sxlium, by N # Beketoff The amount of heat disengaged 
during the complete hydration of sodium has been found 
equal to 55,000 calories, which figure, combined with that of 
Thomsen, gives too,260 calories for the heat of oxidation of one 
molecule of sodium (50,130 fof each atom).—On the naphtha 
lamp for burning heavy oib, examined at the Chemical Society’s 
competition, by M. Andnielf,—On the naphtha of Caucasus, by 
MM. Markovnikofi and Ogloblin ; second part.—The chief con¬ 
stituent parts of this naphtha, about 80 per cent, of it, would be 
hydrocarbons of the C n H S(l series—C 3 K 1|( and so on 
to Cj fl H 8() . The authors propose to call them naphthene*, and 
describe their properties at length. The aromatic hydrocarbons 
constitute about 10 per cent, of the naphtha, partly known 
before, and partly seeming to belong to new series isomeric with 
the styrol series and its isologues. The oxygenated pro 1 nets, 
partly acid and partly neutral, pUv also an important part in the 
naphtha, which contains also a few phenols and lower hydro- 
carbons.—On naphtha; an answer to Mvt, Markovnikoff and 
Ogloblin, by Prof. Mendel tiefT.— On the continuous graphic 
determination of the depth of shallow waters, by Prof. Petrus- 
hevsky. The author proposes to adjust to a boat a pole whose 
longer end would be dragged at the bottom of the river, whilst 
Its shorter end would draw on a board the configuration of the 
bottom.—On the determination of the average coloration of a 
surface painted with different colours, by the same.—On the 
influence of light on the electrical conductibility of selenium, bv 
N. Hesehus. 

Archhtfs des Sc it tuts Physiques et Niturelles, July 15,—Veri¬ 
fication of some atomic weights, by M. C. Marignac; first 
memoir, bismuth and manganese.—American ants, by Henry 
MacCook.—Ripple marks studied in Lake Leman, by Or. K 
A. Forel (one sheet of illustrations).—New researches on the 
Saturnian system, by W. Meyer.—Hypoxanthine in potatoes, 
by A. Weber—Chloride of calcium, by V. Meyer.—Remarks 
on methods of determining vapour densities, by Alois Janny.— 
Acetoximes, by J. Petraczek.—On the aldoximen, by V. Meyer. 

Rendiconti of the Royal Lombard Institute of Sciences and 
frtter$ t July 12, 1883.—Descriptive catalogue of a new series of 
rare or unpublished Greek coins and medals preserved m the 
Royal Numismatic Cabinet of Milan, by the curator, E. B. 
Itiondelli. Amongst the 128 extremely rare and 111 some caves 
even unique specimens here described are medals of Julius Caesar 
with Augustus from Achulla in Zeugitania, ant of the two 
African Gordians from Cilicia, besides several coins from 
Sabraia, Thaena, Clypen, and other North African towns, in¬ 
cluding one of the Mauritanian king Ptolemy, son of Juba II., 
absolutely unique. The general catalogue of all the oriental 
and mediaeval series, together with the historic and commemora¬ 
tive medals, is making rapid progress, and its publication is 
promised itt a short time. The complete legends as far as legible 
are given in all cases, together with a brief description of the 
subjects,—The structure of the seeds in the family of the Oleacem 
fully described, by Prof. R. Pirotta,—On the functions of a 
single variant with more than two periods, n, ir', »" . . by 
Prof. F. Casorati.—'Meteorological observations at the Observa¬ 
tory of Milan, with tables of barometrical and thermo metrical 
Changes, and records of relative humidity, direction of the winds 
and cloudiness during the month of June, 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, August ao.—M. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, in the chair.—Observations on the smaller planets made 
at the greet meridian of the Paris Observatory during the second 
quarter of the year 1883, by M. Mouchez.—On a letter of 
General StebnUski concerning the figure of the earth, by M. 
Faye. The Russian savant holds that the actual form of the 
gW>Qf as expressed by the ideal continuation of the sea-level 
beneath the continents, differs from the theoretic ellipsoid not 
Only in the uodulatiom produced by the attraction of mountain 
ranges, and of the denser parts occurring here and there in the 
crust of die earth, but also in the deformations due to the attrac¬ 
tion of the continents. Iw reply M, Faye contends that the 
mathematical surface of the globe h not modified by these causes, 
and thiit the level of the oceans is not sensibly affected by the 
Influence of the mainland,—A study of the deformations and 
d^ieiopment of heat produced by the use of round-faced ham* 
me*s in forging, by M. Tresca. —Observations touching a passage 
ip M* V* Burg's recent communication on the use of copper 


as a preservative against cholera, by M. Vulpian, The 
author explains that a statement attributed to him by M. 
Tresca, regarding the use of copper as a prophylactic by 
English and French officers in Egypt, India, and Cochin-China, 
is groundless. He adds that he regards the advantage of the 
use of c ipper as a preservative as extremely doubtful.—^On the 
separation of gallium (continued). Separation from tungsten and 
phosphoric acid, by M. Lecoq.—Experimental researches on 
explosive gas motors, by M. A. Witz.—Researches on the iodide 
of nitrogen ; on chemical radiometers or iodide of nitrogen 
photometers; on tbe preparation in a low temperature of nitro¬ 
gen, iodide of ammonium, and iodate of ammonia under the 
influence of light, and on the double iodide of copper and 
nitrogen, by Ml Antony Guyard.—A contribution to the history 
of the formation of coal, by M, B. Renault, The author con¬ 
cludes that in many cases fossil coal is produced by the trans¬ 
formation in situ of the constituent elements of the plants whose 
forms it has preserved > that both the wood and Dark have 
entered into the formation of coal, and that in the process of 
transformation the organic elements have diminished in size in a 
determinable proportion depending on the primitiue density of 
the constituent organic matter,—Remarks on the Pkytiogbssum 
Drummottdii % by M. C. Eg. Bertrand. 

Berlin 

Physiological Society, July 27.—Prof. H. Munk spoke 
regarding the doctrine of the functional restoration of the cere¬ 
brum first deduced by Flourens from experiments he made on 
the cerebrum of doves. Flourens had observed that, on the 
excision of but a small part of the greater brain, the disorders 
which resulted in the sensuous perceptions and intelligence of 
the animal operated on ceased after some time, and the animal 
then acted as before in its normal state. On the excision, how - 
ever, of a larger part from the cerebrum, the subsequent 
restoration was only incomplete. Were, again, a very large part 
cut off from the greater brain, the resulting disorder-, continued 
to the end of the animal's life. Flourens had further concluded 
that the functions of the whole of the cerebrum were strictly 
equivalent to one another, and that every part of it was capable 
of vicariously taking the place of every other part. This doc¬ 
trine propounded by Flourens regarding cerebral functions 
having, however, been overthrown in consequence of investiga¬ 
tions by Fritsch and Hitzig and replaced by that of the localisn- 
tion of particular functions in particular parts of the cortex 
cerebri, the phenomenon which to all observers, on the 
removing of less than a quarter from the hemisphere of the 
cerebrum, had suggested the idea of functional restoration of 
the brain, now received a different interpretation. By some in¬ 
vestigators u wa° maintained that the restoration was to be ex¬ 
plained by the function of the cxcided part of the brain being 
taken over either by the corresponding part of the other side or 
by some other part of the brain situated on the same side, in the 
cortex, or in the interior, in either case in addition to its 
own special function. Others, again, deemed the restoration 
only an apparent one ; in reality no function was suspended by 
the removing of a part of the cerebrum, it was only a check 
that imposed through the irritation of the act of separation, 
and when that was relieved, the normal functions came again 
into play. Prof. Munk has for several years carried oft inves¬ 
tigations into the functions of the cortex cerebri, leading, 
as is known, to the conclusion that a limited part of the 
cortex situated on the flap of the occiput was the seat of the 
central visual perceptions (the sphere of vision) and that another 
exactly defined part of the cortex, situated on the flap of tbe 
temples, marked the site of the acoustic perceptions (the sphere 
of hearing), while a third region was appropriated to the 
sphere of feeling. He has further prosecuted his inquiries into 
the question of the restoration of cerebral functions, and by ex¬ 
periment has endeavoured to determine whether the assumed 
restoration of functions previously discharged by parts of the 
cerebral cortex now removed were a true statement of the 
fact, and if so how this was accomplished. He first affirms the 
universally recognised fact that the restoration of matter lost to 
the brain by the excision of a part or parts of it in no case ever 
hapoened, but in every icase after the excision the remaining 
mass only cicatrised. As regards functional restoration, then, 
his experiments itt the spheres of sight and hearing led him to 
the following conclusions Were the spheres of sight or the 
spheres of hearing removed from an animal, it remained blind 
or deaf for the rest of its life ; no restoration of the faculty in 
question ever took place in either case, though only limited por- 
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tioni of the brain w ere removed and the whole of its remaining 
mass were left intact; this latter could nevertheless in no case 
ever take the place of the excided parts. Were, again, only one 
sphere of sight or one sphere hearing removed, the animal 
became blind or deaf on the opposite side, and this one-sided 
blindness or deafness likewise continued throughout the whole 
of the rest cf the animal’s life, Even should only small 
parts of one sphere of sight or one sphere of hearing 
he removed, restoration of the functions of these parts never 
followed. Were, for example, the outer half on the left 
side of the sphere of sight taken away, the median half of 
the right retina would then continue blind so long as the animal 
survived this operation. Were the inner half of the sphere of 
sight taken away, the lateral half of the opposite retina would 
he rendered blind throughout the rest of the animal*** life. Were 
the hinder part of the sphere of hearing destroyed, the animal 
would for the rest of its life continue deaf to deep tones. Were 
the anterior half of the sphere of hearing taken away, the ani¬ 
mal would be rendered for ever insensible of high tones by the 
corresponding ear. Even though ever so small portions of the 
sections in question of the cerebral cortex were removed, the 
corresponding part of the retina would be rendered blind, and 
the nnimal become deaf to the tones appropriate to the part 
where the excision was made. It is true that in time the nnimal 
learns to make up for the defects caused by the operations and 
with the remaining unaffected parts of the retina (Mipjwsing the 
operation has reference to the sight) will contrive to see so well, 
and act in general in such a way as to superficial observnMons to 
convey the impression of an animal endowed w ith normal ]X)wers 
of rigbt. On close examination, however, of the particular parts 
of the retina it will in every ca-e be found that the parts corre¬ 
sponding with the excided part in the central cortex is blind. 
Functional restoration of an excided part of the cerebral emtex 
never therefore occurs, however small lie the part excided. 
Otherwise, notwithstanding, it would seem to be the case with 
another function of the sphere of right w hich is concerned not 
with the first visual perceptions but w ith visual representations 
or conscious image. 1 : consequent on perceptions. Has an animal, 
for example, taken from it the central sphere of sight, it then 
loses alt conscious images ; the mere seeing of objects with the 
intact peripheral parts of the retina is still possible for it, but 
not' the recognition of them. After some time, however, the 
animal will regain the pow er of forming conscious images, and 
will then recognise the objects it sees. Here, then, we have the 
restoration of a lost function on the part of the cerebrum. 
In this case, however, the functional restoration is*, nccoiding to 
Prof. Munk, only an apparent one. The actual state of the case 
is as follows :—Conscious images are formed in this way. Visual 
perceptions becoming an object of attention produce visual repre¬ 
sentations which give rise in one place of the central organ to a 
change which, existing as latent conscious image, is aroused by 
an equivalent or similar visual representation, which in its turn is j 
begotten of perception and attention. These comciou> images 
have their seat in the central part of the sphere of sight corre¬ 
sponding with the central part of the retina, the place of 
clearest vision. If this central part of the sphere of sight be 
removed, the animal loses its conscious images, it is soul-blind. 
According to Prof. Munk’s conception, however, the seat of 
conscious images lies in the ccnirc of the sphere of sight only for 
this reason, that usually the visual perceptions coming from the 
central part of the retina, and therefore the most distinct, alone 
become the subject of attention, and are transformed into visual 
representations, 7 'he images of perception* on the other hand, 
reaching from the peripheral part of the retina to the peripheral 
part of the sphere of right, being less distinct, do not become the 
subject of attention, and arc therefore not transformed into visual 
representations. If, however, with the central part of the sphere 
of sight conscious image', are taken away—if the animal is foul- 
bUntl—attention can now fasten only on the images which are J 
seen by the periphery of the retina, the central part being quite 
vacant in consequence of the operation. In this case, then, 
visual perceptions in the peripheral parts of the sphere of sight 
arc by attention transformed into representations, whence now 
conscious images are drawn. If you render an animal soul- 
blind on one side, it will never of itself draw conscious images 
fix.m that ride, it will see only with the central parts of the sound 
eye. If now, however, you blindfold the animal on its visual 
ride, and so compel it to look with the peripheral parts of the 
side operated on, the soul-blindness on this side will vanish. 
Restoration is consequently a word totally inapplicable here. 
On the contrary, all that we here find is that cerebral parts are 


utilised as a repository of conscious images, which by the normal 
animal are not turned to account simply became it has other 
parts with more distinct powers of perception to answer its 
purpose. The circumstance that former observers have always 
been impressed with the idea of restoration of senauotts acti¬ 
vity is to be explained by the fact that the sphere of sight 
and the sphere of hearing lie. only to a small extent on 
the surface which is more exposed to injury, and therefore, in 
the case of a simple excision from the cerebrum, they are 
always only partially affected.—Prof. Zuntx related briefly that 
last year he had inoculated guinea-pigs with hacillae of septi¬ 
caemia rabbits and mice, and that they had all escaped harm. 
When, however, he repeated these experiments this year, the 
inoculated guinea-pigs all fell rick, but not from septicaemia, but 
from peritonitis. When, again, rabbits and mice were inocu¬ 
lated with bacillm of guinea-pigs who had died of peritonitis, they 
bred lepticamia and •trice iwd. Under the microscope batn 
kinds of bacilloe were seen to behave quite alike. 

Vienna 

Academy of Sciences, June 14,—F. Steindachner and E. 
Poedcrlcm, contributions to knowledge of Japanese fishes 
(second paper).— 1 £. Hann, on the climate of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.—C. Etti, on the history of the tannic acid uf 
oak bark.—M. Neumayr, on the morphology of the valve of 
bivalves.—L. Teisseyra, contribution to a knowledge of tbo 
Cephalopoda fauna of the Jura in the Risan Government 
(Russia).—Zd. H. Skrnup and G. Vortmann, on the derivative* 
of dipyridine. 

June 21. —H. Hammed, a study on the copper voltameter. * 
R. Benedikt and M. von Schmidt, notes on halogen derivative . 
—K, Ila/ura, on nitro-sulphoresoreinic acid. — II. Bittner, on 
Alter of sis veroitcn sis, a new Echinus of the Upper Italian Eoceni, 
—Contributions to n know ledge of Tertiary Brachiura fauna.—A 
Lieben and S. Zeis el, on the constitution of buty rochlorai.—K. 
Netterer, on dichlorocrotonaldehyde. -J. Kachler and F. V. 
Spitzer, on the action of the isomeric camphor bromides <. ri 
nitric acid.—Zd. H. Skraup, a sealed paper on the constitution 
of quinine.—S. Exner, on the defective excitability of the retina 1 y 
light of abnormal incidence.—J. Weldrich, on the diluvial fauna 
or Zuzlawitz in Bohemia. 
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NEOCOMIAN FOSSILS 

The Fossils and Palaonto logical Affinities of the Neocomian 
Deposits of Upware and Brickhill, Being the Sedg¬ 
wick Prize Essay for 1879. By Walter Keeping, M.A., 
F.G.S. Large 8vo, pp. 167, with eight plates of fossils. 
(Cambridge, 1883,) 

HOSPHATIC deposits may be said to occur, in this 
country, on all horizons from the Bala limestone to 
the crag, yet do they most abound in the u strata below 
the chalk,” and particularly in those portions of the 
Cretaceous system which underlie the chalk of the south¬ 
east Midlands. Thus Cambridge is almost as famous for 
its coprolites as Newcastle for its coals , and the economic 
inferiority of the Mesozoic rocks has of late years been 
partially redeemed, in consequence of the numerous 
workings in these valuable beds. 

The immense collections of fossils from the several 
“ phosphate diggings,” now in the Woodwardian Mu¬ 
seum, afford those who have watched the growth of these 
accumulations a splendid opportunity for studying an 
unusually rich vein of palaeontology, and at the same 
time of forming more correct views as to the physical 
history of these much debated deposits. 

The coprolite beds beneath the gault at Upware were 
vigorously worked some sixteen years ago, but as the 
phosphates were inferior in quality, the work presently 
slackened, though not before large quantities of fossils 
had been secured by gentlemen from Cambridge, who 
have ever been foremost in studying these and the allied 
deposits. The workings at Little Brickhill were de¬ 
scribed by the author himself in the Geological Magazine 
(volume for 1875, p. 372), but since then the knowledge 
of its fauna has been largely increased, “so that the 
Brickhill bed is now only second to Upware and Far- 
ringdon in its organic richness/’ Recently (1879) the 
Upware sections have again been exposed. 

There can be no doubt that Mr. Walter Keeping is very 
well qualified to perform the task he has undertaken, and 
that the Sedgwick Prize Essay for 1879 must rank as one 
of the most useful contributions to Neocomian geology 
and palaeontology that has appeared in this country. It 
is, in fact, the outcome of a long experience judiciously 
applied. The author summarises his own work in the 
preface, so that readers may know what they have lo 
expect: his conclusions as to the age of the iron sand and 
phosphatic series are stated to be in near accordance 
with the opinions of Messrs. Walker, Teall, Meyer, and 
Barrels, “all of whom have placed the Upware bed in the 
Upper Neocomian or Aptian series (Lower Greensand).” 
The mammitlaris zone he regards as the basement bed of 
the gault, and to this horizon refers the Downham phos¬ 
phate bed. 

The first part of the work deals with the deposits gene¬ 
rally, the indigenous fauna, the “ derived w fossils, the 
British and foreign relations of the beds. The second 
part is devoted to special palaeontology. 

In discussing the question of phoaphatisation he ob- 
eerves that the nodules of Upware and Brickhill have 
been derived, for the most part, from the Upper Jurassic 
Vol.xxviu.~No. 733 


rocks, where as a rule the majority of the Jurassic fossils 
are notphosphatised at all; and he concludes from the 
similarity in the general character of the phosphate of lime 
nodules, whether from Oxford Clay, Kimmeridge Clay, 
or Portlandian Rock, that the phosphatic matter was 
derivative, and all, or nearly all of one age. At page 
30 he speaks of a coprolite heap near Ampthill, as 
looking like one mass of Ammonites biplex , mostly worn 
and fragmentary, whilst the Ammonites of the Oxford 
Clay are composed of limonite, and some of the fragments 
of fossil wood are silicified. Strangest fact of all—the 
Coral Rag fossils from the neighbouring rock have not 
been phosphatised in the least. The author (p. 15) 
suggests that this purer form of carbonate of lime was 
“uncongenial to the phosphatic matter,” which would 
have more affinity for argillaceous substances, and yet he 
quotes the case of a stalagmitic deposit having become 
phosphatised by percolation. 

It is not a little suggestive that whilst Ammonites biplex 
from the Upper Kimmeridge (Middle Portlandian of the 
French) is phosphatised in heaps, the Oxford Clay Am¬ 
monites arc in the condition of limonite. This seems to 
show that original conditions have had something to do 
with the case. Both Oxford Clay and Kimmeridge Clay 
Ammonites and casts are often pyritised in their own 
beds ; on the other hand, the Kimmeridge Clay as a rule, 
especially in the Valley of Aylesbury, has all the appear¬ 
ance of being rich in phosphatic matter. The process of 
replacement, therefore, whereby the fossil cast became 
the phosphatic nodule, may have been inaugurated during 
the progress of dmudation, assisted possibly by accumu¬ 
lations of contemporary animal matter due to abundant 
aquatic and semi-aquatic life. In this way the phos- 
phatisation was probably completed shortly after emer¬ 
gence, and the future coprolites were collected in banks 
and shallows, to be distributed subsequently, along with 
lydites and anything that could stand knocking about 
by the action of waves and currents, throughout the 
shore deposits of a slightly later period. Hence we 
venture to suggest that the phosphatisation of the 
Upware coprolites was effected at some distance from 
their present billet, and thus that the fragments of Coral 
Rag were never exposed to the temptation of having 
their carbonic acid replaced by phosphoric. 

The principal object of the essay is of course to de¬ 
scribe the indigenous fauna, and to correlate the deposits 
generally with others of the period, whether British or 
foreign; the similarity of the Upware and Brickhill fossils 
to those of the Neocomian beds of the Brunswick area 
at Shdppenstedt and Berklingen being especially men¬ 
tioned (p. 73). This, together with the Special paleon¬ 
tology, has been very satisfactorily worked out. We have 
already alluded to the general conclusion based on these 
investigations, and it only remains to notice some of the 
more detailed matters. 

For instance (p. vi.), the author notes the close palaeon¬ 
tological relationship of the ironsand and phosphatic 
series as found at Upware, Potton, Brickhill, and Farring- 
don, the great difference in the fauna at Potton being due, 
he conceives, to the influence of physical conditions. He 
further alludes to the special character of the native forms 
of life, and to the marked preponderance of Brachiopoda, 
Polyzoa, and Sponges; to the profusion of Brachiopod 
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shells, both individually and specifically, and the gradu- 
atkm of the various types (species) into one another 
(p. 33). 

In dealing with this latter sibject the author has pos¬ 
sessed unusual facilities, since himself and his father 
have availed themselves of the 15,000 Brachiopods col¬ 
lected from Brickhill to arrange sets of connecting forms 
between recognised species of Terebratula, Waidheimia , 
and Tenbratella. It must not be supposed that between 
all the species enumerated the connecting morphological 
varieties are equally evident or of equally frequent occur¬ 
rence : between some species the passage is simple and 
clear, both as to the main line and the offshoots, whilst 
between others much more searching is required to esta¬ 
blish the connecting series. 

Brickhill indeed seems to have been a centre, as regards 
the Brachiopoda, of inordinate fecundity accompanied by 
considerable inosculation of form, just one of those places, 
in fact, where the oft-demanded missing link was manu¬ 
factured on a large scale, whilst at Upware and other 
places on the same horizon the form-groups known as 
“ species ” had somewhat contracted their circle of varia¬ 
tion. Doubtless almost every zoological group has had 
its Brickhills in the course of ages, though the chances of 
preservation and subsequent discovery must limit the 
number accessible to research. Mr. Keeping, having 
given us valuable and cogent proofs of the mutability of 
the forms of Brachiopoda, and apparently somewhat 
uneasy as to the results of his own conclusions, proceeds 
to assure us that the value of “species’’ has been con¬ 
siderably enhanced by these investigations both to the 
naturalist and the stratigraphist. 

Glancing briefly at the part devoted to special paleon¬ 
tology, we learn that the vertebrate remains of Upware 
are in a great part truly Neocomian species native to the 
deposit. The probable identity of form of some of the 
palatal teeth of Jurassic and Neocomian species is insisted 
on especially in the case of Sphurodus. 

Coining to the Invertebrata, we find that Cephalopoda 
are by no means individually numerous; they are for the 
most part well-known Aptian species. Neither are the 
Gasteropoda at all plentiful, though some new species are 
described, including two of Neritt&a, both very rare. 
This is the more remarkable as the uppermost Jurassic 
rocks of England are, as far as we know, devoid of this 
genus. The oysters form an important feature, and, ex¬ 
cluding the plaited species, greatly resemble those of the 
Jurassic rocks. Mr. Keeping is convinced that the shell 
he refers to Grypkcea dilatafa , Sow., is a genuine native. 
It is somewhat singular that the Oxfordian G, dilatata 
should have been resuscitated rather than the Portland- 
Kimmeridge Ostrea expanse Sow., which swarms in the 
Upper Kimmeridge (Middle Portlandian) of Bucks and 
in the Portland stone of several localities. On the whole 
there is a fair list of Monomyaria, including some new 
species. 

Of the Dimyaria one species of Trigonia occurs, and 
is restricted, it would seem, to Upware. The Arcadse are 
well represented, three species 6 i Pectuncutus being 
given. Of the remaining genera CypHcardia and Cyprina 
have the most species, but none are quoted as abundant, 
though some new species are described. The Brachio* 
poda, Polytoa, and Sponges, as every one knows, make up 


the bulk of the fossils, many of the latter being identical 
with those of Farringdon. 

The table tells us that 151 species are listed from Up¬ 
ware and 88 from Brickhill. Of these 4.5 occur at 
Farringdon, 39 at Godaiming, 24 at Speeton, 21 at Potton, 
19 at Tealby, Shanklin, and Atherfield respectively, 16 in 
the Hythe beds, 6 in the Folkestone beds, 1 in the Hun¬ 
stanton Red Chalk, and a doubtful case in the Folkestone 
Gault. 

The book is conveniently got up, not being too large, 
is well illustrated by Foard, and altogether forms a most 
desirable volume for the Mesozoic geologist 

W. Hi H. 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

Sound and Music . By Sedley Taylor, Second Edition. 
(London : Macmillan and Co., 1883.) 

That this excellent elementary work has at last reached 
a second edition is certainly in one respect satisfactory. 
But that nine years should have been occupied in the 
process, while the “ popular” rubbish of the paper scien¬ 
tists has in many cases (or at least is proclaimed as 
having) annual or biennial reproduction, is matter for 
profound regret and meditation. 

We noticed so fully (Nature, vol. x, p. 496) the first 
edition of Mr. Taylor’s work, that it is not necessary to 
say much now. Some of the parts to which we formerly 
took exception have been considerably modified; in all 
cases but one, we think, for the better. The one excep¬ 
tion is that about the use of the word force (or opposite 
systems of forces) in the explanation of the mutual 
destruction of sounds by interference. 

The word “timbre" has been excised, and its place 
supplied by “quality”; but the hideous misuse of the 
English word * clang'* in the sense of a harmonious 
combination of sounds still disfigures the later pages. It 
is time that a definite and suitable nomenclature should 
be once for all introduced into this part of the subject. 
There are many words, such as “ sound,” “ note,” “ tone,*' 
&c., which every one seems to think himself entitled to 
employ as it pleases him, even to the extent of using one 
of them occasionally in two perfectly incompatible senses. 
But almost anything would be preferable to a literal 
transcription of Helmholtz’s words into an English book, 
without regard to the inevitable incongruities, 

Soutturn and Swiss Health Resorts. By William Marcet, 
M.D., F.R.S. lamo, pp. 408. (London: Churchill, 

1883-) 

Nice and its Climate. By Dr. A. Bar&y, translated, 
with additions, by Charles West, M.D. izmo, pp* 162. 
(London : Edward Stanford, 1882,) 

This work of Dr. Marcet is written in an easy, popular 
style, and gives people very much the sort of information 
they want. It begins with advice to invalids about to 
visit the Riviera regarding dress and food ; next has 
something to say regarding hotels, boarding-houses, 
apartments, and villas; gives some general ideas of social 
life in the health resorts of the Mediterranean coast, and 
then proceeds to a more purely climatological description of 
the Riviera in general and of the particular characteristic* 
of the different towns upon it. Dr. Marcet’s residence 
for some years on the Riviera gives his description of the 
health resorts there all the accuracy and Fulness, without 
unnecessary detail, which personal acquaintance alone 
can secure. The same may be said of bis description pf 
the health resorts of Switzerland, and his account of the 
Swiss resorts at low or moderate elevations are particu¬ 
larly interesting and useful. As a guide to invalids the 
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book is tendered more complete by a short account of 
Italian health resorts, Algiers, Egypt, Madeira, andTene- 
Tiffe. The book will be useful both to invalids who are 
meditating a winter abroad and to medical men by aiding 
them in the selection of the proper places to which to 
send patients. 

Dr. Bardty's description of Nice and its climate is 
naturally very much fuller than Dr. Marcet’s, and while 
the latter is a useful guide to the selection of a health 
resort, the former will be of great service to those who 
have already fixed upon Nice. The climate of this town 
varies very much in its different parts, and the proper 
selection of an hotel or residence is of considerable im¬ 
portance. As a guide in this, and also as a general hand¬ 
book for reference when residing in the town, Dr, Bar&y's 
book is to be recommended. 

Vichy and its Therapeutical Resources . By Prosser 

James, M.D., M.R.C.P., &c. Fifth Edition. Pp. 84. 

(London; Bailli^re, Tyndall, and Cox, 1883.) 

This is a small guide-book to Vichy, pleasantly written. 
It contains, as usual in such books, a general account of 
the place, its springs bathing establishments and en¬ 
virons, analyses of tne waters, and an enumeration of the 
diseases in which they are said to be useful. We doubt 
whether the latter part will be of very much service either 
to medical men or to invalids ; it might, we ihink, have 
been omitted with advantage. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[ The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return , 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts, 
No notice is taken op anonymous communications. 

The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible. The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novel facts .] 

Arithmetic Notation of Kinship 

Many writers have endeavoured to devise a simple method 
of describing the various forms of kinship, which, when 
expressed verbally, are cumbrous and puzzling in the highest 
degree. I suspect, however, that if we had always been 
«s familiar with the binary system of arithmetic as we are 
with the decimal, that the facilities afforded by a numerical 
system of notation of kinship would have been so obvious 
that it would have been adopted as a matter of course. The 
notation I am about to propose is numerical, but it is not 
biliary. It however contains implicitly, as we shall see, owing 
to the laws that govern numbers, the most important advantages 
of the binary notation, and it seems better to begin to explain it 
from the latter point of view. 

The number of direct ancestors that a person has in successive 
generations is . . . a 4 , 2*, a 9 , 2 1 , followed by 2° for himself, 
the corresponding binary notations being 10 , 000 , iooo, too, io, 
f respectively. We also see on a little reflection that, this being 
the case, every direct ancestor m the «th degree admits of being 
specified by a particular number, consisting of n + 1 places of 
figures. Thus the two parents may be represented by 10 and 11, 
the four grandparents by ido, 101, 110, 11 i, and so on, Let ns 
draw up two schemes of ancestral Toots, identical in arrange¬ 
ment, but using in the one the symbols of / for “ the father of," 
and m for “the mother of," and employing binary notation in 
the other s— 


child 


// 


mj 


fm 


mm 


fff mff fmf mmf ffm mfm fmm mmm 

&c. &c. 


T 


II 


100 


110 


III 


1000 1001 toio ion noo 1101 mo mi 
&c. &c. 

We see (a) that if we disregard the child, and speak only of 
his or her ancestry, all the even numbers apply to one sex and 
all the odd ones to the other ; (£) that each term is derived from 
its ancestral terms in so simple a way that it carries on Its face 
every step in the line of descent, however long it may be, through 
which each ancestor is related to the child. Tnerefore, as I began 
by saying, if we were familiar with decimal notation, we should 
long since have described each form of ancestry by it. Instead of 
saying that M B was a grandmother, namely, a father’s mother 
of A,” we should have said “B was 101 of A. 1 ’ Or again, 
instead of saying that “ C was first cousin once removed to D, 
the father’s father's parents of C being the mother’s parents of D," 
we should have said " the looa-i of C are the 110*1 of D." The 
case might have been one of half-blood, say by the father's side, 
then “the iooo of C would be the no of D, a notation which 
grows in simplicity as the verbal equivalent grows in complexity. 

Being, however, unfamiliar with binary notation, we fall back 
on the decimal, and translate the above numbers into their 
equivalents, which are those 1 propose for the arithmetic notation 
of kinship, as entered in the table below. 


Table of Ancestral Roots 


Grade of kinship. 

Father's side. 

Mother’s side. 

Child . 

I 

Parents. 

2 

3 

Grandparents 

4 S 

6 7 

Great-grandparents 

&c. 

8 9 10 u 

&c. 

12 13 14 15 

& C. 


The sex of I is unspecified, it is equivalent to the word “ child," 
but all other odd numbers refer to females, and all even numbers 
refer to males. If n is the register number of any ancestor, the 
register numbers of his parents are 2 n and 2n 4 - 1. We can thus 
construct or analyse any register number with great facility. It 
is'not worth while giving an example of construction, but I 
may give one of analysis. I write down the number and Append 
to it a series of successive halvings, so far as the numbers are, or 
come out, even; otherwise I subtract 1 before taking their 
halves, Then I write / (— father of), or m (;= mother of)* as 
the case may be, below each entry. Let 253 be the number, 
then I get— 

253 63 31 15 7 3 child 

m f m m m m m child 
For purposes of exhaustive inquiry into the antecedents of a 
family, this notation has the advantage of an index, and of 
showing very compendiously how much has been done, and how 
much remains to do. Francis Galton 


** Stachys palustriu" as Food 

There is no reason to think that Stachys palustris, L., is 
anywhere used now for food in the British Isles, The cultiva¬ 
tion of the potato must have long since put it out of court for 
any such purpose. But that it was once so employed there 
seetns abundant evidence. The part eaten, however, was not 
the “rhizomes," but the subterranean tubers. That the use of 
these is now quite forgotten may be inferred from the fact that 
the tubers themselves are not even mentioned in standard sys¬ 
tematic books. Yet Irmisch (see Botanical Gazette, vol. ii. p. 
293) gives the potato and Stachys palustris as well known in¬ 
stances of dicotyledonous plants producing stem tubers which 
become detached by the dying away of the older parts of the 
parent plant which produced them. 

Johnson, in the second edition of Gerarde’s u Herbal" (1636), 
has nothing to say about the edibleness of the tubers. But he 
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evidently thought that they required notice. He has had 
them added to a figure of the plant Jwhich he reproduces 
from 44 Taberruemontanus,” as he explains, “ with addition of 
the joynted tuberous roots as they are in Winter; yet by the 
Caruer’h fault they are not altogether so exquisitely exprest a* I 
intended." Withering {“Botanical Arrangement of British 
Plants," ed. ii., 1787, p. 613) has, “The roots, when dried and 
powdered, will make bread.” And in Bromfiel Vs 44 Flora 
vectenris" (1856), the note occurs :—“The rOJts of S. falutfris 
are said to become edible by cultivation. See Curtn, 1 Brit. 
Entoin.,’ vi.” This last is a book to which J have not convenient 
access ; but the reference may give your correspondent a u eful 
clue. 

I may mention that I do not find the name “Ba e Ilore- 
hound” given at all in Britten and Holland’s very comprehen¬ 
sive dictionary of English plant-names. The old name for 
Stachyspalustris was “Clown's All heal.” 

W. T. Thisklton Dykr 

Garfish 

Having been absent from England for some time, I have only 
just noticed the two letters published in Natukk for July $ and 
12 (pp. 226 and 245), on “ Garfish.” I have little doubt that the 
fi.h described by Mr. S, Archer as having cut a slit in a felt bat 
was, as he believes, a garfish, a lar^e Bclone, not a Hemirbamphus, 
and not a swordfish or sawfish of any kind, as suggested by Mr. 
Goodsir. It is the constant habit of large Belongs, some species 
of which attain, acc nrding to Dr. GUnther, a length of five feet, 
when startled to move along the surface of the water by a series 
of rapid bounds for thirty or forty yards at a time, with astonishing 
rapidity. I have often seen them thus spring out of the water 
when scared by a boat. I was told that in some of the Pacific 
Islands these fish not uncommonly cause the death of the natives, 
who, when wading in the water, have their naked abdomens 
speared by the sharp snoats of the fish, with the result of causing 
peritonitis. The fish appear to bound blindly nway from danger, 
and strike any obstacle.in their way haphazard. As a good 
many natives wade in together in many of their fishing opera¬ 
tions, as at Fiji, for example, where one party drives the 
fish into the nets held by another, such accidents may easily 
occur. I do not think a sawfish could po-ribly jump over 
a b >at. I have described the jumping habits of the large garfi -h, 
and alluded to their fatal effects in “ Notes by a Naturalist on 
the Challenger,” p. 480. H. N, Moseley 

Continuous Registration of Temperature 

I\ your issue of July 26 (p. 306) there U a description of an appa¬ 
ratus lately devised by Messrs. Negretti andZarabra, by which a 
record of twelve temperatures in succession can be obtained by 
the somewhat elaborate arrangement of twelve thermometers, a 
clock, and a series of electromagnets and battery. I wish to 
bring under your notice a simple machine invented by Mr. Bow¬ 
kett, late resident medical officer of the Leeds Fever Hospital, 
hy which a continuous record of atmospheric temperature can 
be obtained by means of an apparatus consisting solely of a 
“bourdon" steam gauge tube, a clock, and a writing lever, 
c >iting httle more than a few shillings. 

Mr, Bowkett devoted great mechanical skill during several years 
o p experimentation to the perfecting of a form of this instrument 
sufficiently small and accurate to be used for medical purposes, 
t,e. to register the temperature of the human body. For this 
purpose the instrument has to be somewhat more complicated, 
and accordingly more costly. Many of these are in use in our 
hospitals and elsewhere, and are of the greatest possible value. 

These instruments can be made of any size, and when large 
ore of Very great strength, and might easily be applied for 
thermal regulation by attachment to valves or other ventilating 
a mugemeuts. The instrument constructed by Mr. Bowkett for 
registering the temperature of rooms was of the size of a small 
clock, of the simplest possible character, requiring very little 
care in its use. Messrs. Salt of Birmingham are the licensees 
of the patent. Ernest M. Jacob 

12, Park Street, Leeds 

Aurora and Thunderstorm 

A display of aurora was seen here on the 30th ult,, which 
mtv perhaps be of sufficient interest for insertion in Nature. 

A thunderstorm passed from west to south during the after¬ 


noon. Thunder and lightning commenced between 3 and 4 
p.m. and continued till about 9 o’clock. The storm centre wn* 
about two miles from the city ; no rain fell here, though a heavy 
hail shower fell to the west in the afternoon. Ligfitftlsjj wa< 
vivid till past midnight in the south, Fron I!.30 to midttlghr 
an auroral lijjht passed over the zenith from west to east, of well 
defined nebulous light. It was 10* in width ns measured by a 
sextant. This was joined on the north by a horizontal band of 
aurora 18 0 altitude. There were no great flashing lights from 
thi*. 

On the northern horizon a small arc throwing up short 
flashes. The horizontal band was the brightest. 

The temperature and force of wind and barometer readings 
were as under - 

Barometer. Wind. Temperature. 

Dry Bulb, Wet Bulb, 

3 p.m., 29 857 ... ... 79 8 ... 71 '9 

6 „ 29-855 ... 71-4 ... 6410 

9 ,, 29 802 ... S.S.F.. 5 miles 66*4 ... 64*0 

12 „ 29-851 ... S.S.E. 4 miles ... 60-9 ... 6o*3 

Maximum shade reading of the day, 83**5. 

„ ,, of the 31st, 82 *'o. 

The observatory is 764 feet above the sea level, aud I am 
indebted to the observer for the above figures. 

Alan Macdougall 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, August lo 

A Complete Solar Rainbow 

On Thursday, August 16, while R.M.S. Norham Castle \e as in 
lat. 2 a 20' N„ long. 13” 58' W., a phenomenon entirely new, at 
least to the officers and passengers on board, appeared at u a.m., 
and lasted until 12.30 p.m, This consisted of a complete rain¬ 
bow round the *un, when nearly and at the zenith, having an 
inner diameter—taken byCapt. Winchester, R N.R.—of 43 0 08'. 
The day was bright and warm, with a slight haze above. The 
rainbow appeared to crown the whole of the upper dome of the 
sky, and to possess all the normal colours, only very slightly 
dimmed. Whether connected with this appearance or not I 
cannot say, but the next two days were squally, with heavy 
rains. T). Morris 

Kew, September 5 

Animal Intelligence 

I am a constant reader of Nature, and have read with much 
pleasure the several instances recently communicated by coSrre- 
* pendents of animal intelligence, a subject in which I take great 
interest. 

It has struck me that so ne of your readers might in turn be 
interested in hearing of the intelligence and powers of observa¬ 
tion of a collie bitch called 11 Winifred,” my constant com¬ 
panion. 

In one of the fields attached to my house there is a large 
pond well stocked with fish, and especially with eels. I very 
often spend an evening fishing for these latter, using several lines 
at different point* round the pond, the rods lying- on the grass, 
each one receiving my attention whenever its .respective float 
indicates that there is a bite. 

The collie u Winifred” is constantly with me on these occa¬ 
sions, and has always taken the greatest interest in her master’s 
proceedings, watching every movement most intently. It wa* 
for a long time a source of considerable amusement to me to 
notice that by constant observation the dog had come to under¬ 
stand the connection between the bobbing and final disappear¬ 
ance of a float and the subsequent exciting proceedings of pulling 
up an eel, disengaging it from the hook, and putting it into the 
creel. The cocked ears, head on one side, and eager eyes of 
11 Winifred ” when she saw a float bobbing gave plain proof that 
she was as much interested in the fishing as her master. 

One evening some six weeks ago it happened that I was fit 
one end of the pond baiting a hook, while the dog had remained 
at the other end, lying on the grass close to one of the rods. 
Suddenly I observed her showing signs of excitement, and, on 
looking across, saw one of my floats finally disappearing under 
the water. As I did not eome, 44 Winifred” got very excited 
Indeed, uttered one or two sharp yeln^ and ended by seising the 
rod in her mouth and “backing "with it, attempting to pan dot 
the line from the water. I hurried t> take the rod from her, 
fearing the effects on my tackle of the lack of skill of this canine 
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4 UcipU of Izaak Walton 1 There was a goodly eel on the hook, 
tare enough. 

Since then ** Winifred”has once again attempted to pall out 
the line under exactly similar circumstances. Surely this con¬ 
duct shows powers of observation and of inference of no mean 
order? 

X may add that the collie is now three years old. She ^aw 
j»e fishing many time'* last summer, and, as I said before, always 
showed great interest in what was going on. But it was not till 
six weeks ago that 1 bad any idea how much she was profiting 
by what she saw. 

Perhaps some of your other readers who fish, and are accompa¬ 
nied by intelligent dogs, may have observed similar instances of 
reasoning power. Seeing to what perfection dogs can be trained 
to take part in other branches of sport, perhaps it is not very 
surprising that here and there one should show a little apprecia¬ 
tion of tne leading points of the t( gentle art” of angling. 

Morgan J. Roberts 

The Hollies, Cwm Newydd, Holywell, 

North Wales, August 31 


Copper and Cholera 

Nekd we go to Sweden to test the theory that copper is* a 
preservative against cholera ? The year before the IS65 epidemic 
I travelled by train past Swansea, and my attention was called 
to the utter want of verdure in the surrounding country, due, 1 
was told, to the copper fumes. 

Now, according to the official report, the deaths from cholera in 
Swansea were 88 in 10,000 in 1866, in Neath 79, i 1 Llanelly, 76— 
all places in the same neighbourhood ; thus showing a far greater 
mortality for the copper-smelting district than any other in 
England or Wales. The mortality for all England was only 13 in 
10,ooo, and for London 18. The only two places which in any 
degree approach Swansea are West Ham with 50, and Liverpool 
with 54 ; in both of which it is well known cholera was espe¬ 
cially severe. The epidemics of 1849 and 1S54 present Swansea 
in a more favourable light. 

Perhaps some of your Swansea readers, by giving the number 
of deaths—if any—among the actual w orkers in the metal, can 
help those who, like my elf, arc inclined to believe in copper as 
a prophylactic; in what way 1 scarcely know, unless it be 
according to the principles of homoeopathy, as my experience on 
three occasions—and a lively time I had of it—iead me to 
believe that copper added to plums to preserve their colour 
should be eschewed, at any rate in cholera times. 

Dulwicb, September 1 B. G. Jknkins 

The Meteor of August ig 

The fame meteor was undoubtedly seen by Mr. Crispin at 
Wimbledon, Mr. Vooley at Cheltenham, and myself nl Llan¬ 
dudno, and i think I can remove Mr. Crispin’s difficulty. 

The apparent fall of meteors towards the earth is generally an 
effect of [>erspecUvc. An object at a great height moving directly 
away from the observer appears to move perpendicuiarly down¬ 
wards, If moving away obliquely to right or left, it appears to 
have a more or less horizontal path w ith a downward inclination. 

This meteor was evidently not moving towards the earth, but 
Was one of those that skim the upper atmosphere, white-hot at 
their surfaces while the resistance is (sufficient, and dark again as 
soon as they pa<-s into a thinner medium. I suppose it to have 
fitfct become luminous when directly over E-sex, not far from 
Chelmsford, at a height of about seventy miles, passing north¬ 
east over the sea, and vanishing near the Texel. 11> appearance 
along such a path would agree very fairly with the three ob¬ 
servations, except that, if Mr. Pooley saw it first quite south-east 
by compass, it must have been luminous for a second or two 
before Mr. Crispin or myself observed if, and the darting-point 
would be nearly over London. 

I was wrong at first in referring to the Yorkshire coast. The 
visible path was clearly south of the Humber. 

Albert J, Mott 

Crick ley Hill, Gloucester, September 3 


THJE rSCHIAN EARTHQUAKE OF JULY 2*, 1S83 

CINCE my last letter to Nature most of my time has 
& been occupied in visiting different parts of the island, 
add although there are still a number of objects to be 


carefully examined the general features of the catastrophe 
I hope to have cleared up. 

The actual moment of the earthquake is unknown, but 
seems to have been about 9.25 p.m.; so, supposing the 
shock registered at Naples and Vesuvius to be identical 
with that of Casamicciola, had the observation of time at 
the latter locality been correct, we could calculate the 
velocity of transmission, but which it is to be feared is 
impossible. 

As mentioned in Nature, the shock was preceded by 
general seismic disturbances throughout Southern Europe. 
In the island itself we have the most contradictory state¬ 
ments as to premonitory signs and symptoms. One 
gentleman noticed on two occasions previously his watch, 
which was suspended by a nail to the wall, swing back¬ 
wards and forwards. The assertion about the water at 
Gurgitella being much hotter some days before is of little 
value without proper thermometric observations, since it 
is known commonly to vary 20° C., and may reach more 
than 4.0 0 from time to time, and 1 am acquainted with a 
thermal spring at Bagnoli, near Naples, that varies 23 0 
C, ranging from 13 0 to 36° C. Perhaps the most 
remarkable of these kinds of statements was couched 
in these words :—“ The syndic of Serrara Fontana (a 
town on the south of the island) telegraphed to the 
Minister of Public Affairs to the effect that in that 
country a fissure one kilometre long, thirty metres broad, 
and of unknown depth, from which were issuing dense 
columns of vapour.” On reading this I started imme¬ 
diately for Serrara, and there the syndic placed at my 
disposal his two informants as guides. After a climb of 
three hours and a half along the almost impassable sides 
of Epomeo, we came to its northern slope over Lacco 
Ameno, with the two landslips I had visited and photo¬ 
graphed thirty-six hours after the shock. The fissures 
were such as take place along the edges of all landslips. 
No vapour was issuing, and its presence for a short time 
after the earthquake could be easily explained : the 
locality is part of the old fumarole area of Monte Cito, 
where alum was manufactured centuries ago; the rock is 
much decomposed by the continual escape of acid vapour, 
and only required the earthquake to shake it down; 
when the displacement took place a large surface of hot 
and moist tufa was exposed, and no doubt for some time 
gave off a quantity of vapour. 

It will be seen that not a single point of the size, 
locality, and characters of the fissure described by the 
newspaper was correct or free from gross exaggeration. 

I have visited with care all similar sites of supposed 
fissures, but after some days of want of shelter, sleep, an 
abominable starvation diet of bad bread and rotten 
cheese, combined with continual climbing from daybreak 
to sunset in an extraordinarily hot Neapolitan summer in 
the hope of finding some evidence of volcanic action, I did 
not meet with the slightest success. I was accompanied in 
these excursions by my friend, Prof. P. Franco of Naples, 
who shared my disappointment and disgust. Holding as 
I do the volcanic nature of the earthquake, the appear¬ 
ance of any such phenomena would have been greedily 
accepted. 

If we draw isoseismal lines over the injured district?, 
we find that they assume the form of elongated ellipsoids 
whose major axes run nearly east and west. 

The fourth isoseismal area, in which houses are only 
very slightly fissured, not only includes the whole island 
but must extend into the sea some distance. 

One remarkable fact is the manner in which the hou ; es 
of the marinas have suffered much less than others in 
their immediate neighbourhood, or even farther away 
from the seismic vertical. This is no doubt due to their 
foundation reposing on sea sand, which, from the loose¬ 
ness of its panicles and therefore inelastic nature, acted 
as a mattress and absorbed the earth waves. The same 
fact is observable In all buildings that have their founda- 
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lions of the loose alluvial tufas and ash of the plains and 
valley bottoms, whereas the destruction of houses built 
on the rock was terrible, thus reversing the well known 
parable. 

Putting aside, however, the speculative side of the 
question, let us look to facts. From a careful examination 
of observed azimuths and angles of emergence all point to 
a plate-shaped focus, whose strike extends in a line from 
Fontana, just west of Menella, to near the beach at Lacco. 
The plane of this fissure is probably roughly perpendicular 
to the surface, but may slightly dip towards the east as 
the isoseismals are slightly nearer on the eastern side of 
the seismic vertical, which as a necessity is not represented 
by a point, but a line on the surface. The rupturing of 
this plate-like fissure was apparently greatest at a point 
nearly midway between its extremities. 

The remarkable fact that I observed in the earthquake 
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of idSi that at Fontana the shock was almost vertical 
like that at Menella is again repeated; for which ! than 
proposed as m explanation the conduction along a tube 
or column of highly elastic trachyte, filling the old chimney 
of Epomeo, whilst the surrounding districts were protected 
by the less elastic mattress of subjacent tufa. On the 
present occasion Fontana, as before, has all its houses 
fissured in such a manner as to demonstrate a vertical 
shock ; but besides there is another set of cracks which 
show a north to south path for -a wave at a low angle of 
emergence. At St. Nicola part of the altar has rocked in 
the same direction, and between these two localities a 
rock has been ruptured and projected to the south. 
Whatever may be the explanation accepted, the fact 
remains as unique in seismological history. 

That Vesuvius did not, or only to a slight extent, 
sympathise with’ the seismic movement in the island of 



Sketch Map of the Island of Ischia. Scale 1 to 80,000. I'to&eisnmlK marked thus ..; ancient eruptive centres and craters in dotted circle* 

a t raesoseism&l area = total ilestrueium ; first isuseismal = many houses fallen, rest require rebuilding; c, .second isoseismal s= severely fissured. The 
third iaosciftinal does not seem to cut the land, it* limits, therefore are unknown- -*< figure, or focal centre. 


Ischia is no proof against the volcanic origin of the 
earthquake. Admitting the hypothesis of a seismic wave 
traversing a large tract of volcanic matter underlying 
Southern Europe, such a wave may produce very slight 
variation at volcanic vents, but may yet be sufficient to 
determine the extension by rupture of a fissure, where the 
resistance of the rock, and the tension of the volcanic 
matter near the point of extension, are nearly equal. In 
a paper lately read before the Geological Society of 
London I endeavoured to prove that the explosive violence 
of lava is due to the assimilation or solution of water 
taken up from the water-bearing strata^it traverses in its 
passage from the main source towards the surface. Under 
such conditions we may have very violent phenomena 
produced, locally, without any sympathy in neighbouring 
volcanic vents j which at the same time explains I believe 
one volcano bursting out in a violent paroxysmal eruption, 
whilst a near companion is io no way affected. Why 


therefore should an abortive paroxysm disturb a neigh¬ 
bouring active vent, as in the present example ? 

In various points that I have examined the coast of the 
island, there was no apparent change of level, nor did 
any success attend endeavours to discover any signs of 
depression of the surface. 

It has been stated that the sea recoded, but I 
could not obtain any confirmation of the fact As the 
steamer that lay at anchor in the roads felt the shock, 
it may probably have been due to the disturbance of the 
water by the earth waves. 

As far as my inquiries have gone, the first sympteftt - 
was a distant sound like that of a carriage, almost imme- 
diately accompanied by a tremor, then a terrific explosion 
shading off into a number of reports. Most people net in 
the mesoseismal area felt first the a susultatorio ” or *er- * 
tical movement, followed by the uadulatory, or, more 
properly, lateral motion. This, as is wett known, is due 
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to tot Arrival first of the emergent wave, followed by the 
fibfrasl outwards And along the surface of others from 
tot seismic vertical On the contrary, those in the meso- 
MMBMl area felt the blow and report apparently simul- 
tMOAwuly; the walls fell before any attempt at an escape 
«ould be made. It appears therefore that the sound 
waves travel faster than those of the earth, though the 
difference in arrival is inappreciable at short distances 
from the seismic vertical. 

Since the principal shock the following minor ones have 

been kit .— 

July 29, 1883 . Slight shock in the moruing ? 

Aug. I, „ . „ 3.10 p.m. 

ip t» . 11 4 - 5 ° 11 

II l If . It II.15 II 

II 3, ,, ... ... tt 2.30 ,, 

II 3t II .. 1.15 or 2.15 ? l 

11 o» i> . 1* 10.40 a.m. 

>1 12, ,, . ,, morning ? 

The accessibility of the island, the advanced state 
of our geological knowledge of it, and the small ex¬ 
tension of the earthquake area, make it most suitable 
and convenient for the study of its terrestrial move- 
ments. What is required is a number of seismographs 
scattered over the island, which should be capable of 
registering azimuth, angle of emergence or molecular 
velocity, with the exact time of each movement so as to 
obtain velocity of transmission. These should be distri¬ 
buted in two circles around the seismic vertical, and 
should be at least sixteen in number, eight being in each 
circle, one or more for registering vertical waves to be 
placed along the seismic vertical. Accurate thermometric 
measurements of the principal fumaroles and mineral 
springs to be registered hourly, and if possible some 
device for measuring quantity of outflow of mineral 
waters, and pressure of vapour in fumaroles. To these it 
might be useful to add microseismic observations. The 
changes in sea level would be of interest if compared with 
those of Naples. 

The principal expense would be providing the instru¬ 
ments, which could be placed in caves cut in the solid 
tufa, of which there are hundreds in the island that could 
be obtained for almost nothing, if not entirely free of 
expense. 

By such means we might study the true nature of these 
shocks, the progress of the focus towards the surface, and 
verify whether any premonitory signs are to be depended 
upon preceding an earthquake. 

I would impress on all persons charitably inclined that 
money spent on such an enterprise would be productive 
of far more good than when distributed to be spent in 
rebuilding the perilous houses of masonry in preparation 
for another catastrophe. Not six days after the terrible 
event, masons were at work repairing the most dangerous 
walls, and many inhabitants have already returned to 
reside in their fissured and crumbling abodes. Besides, 
if another shock occurs more violent than the last, a large 
number of additional localities would suffer, such as Forio 
and Ischia, besides the villages on the south coast of the 
island, H. J, Johnston-Lavis 

P.S.—In collecting evidence of the Ischian earthquake 
A very remarkable fact was communicated by Mr. Peter¬ 
sen, the engineer of the Zoological Station'at Naples. 
Whilst dredging On the north side of the unfortunate 
island, about opposite the cemetery of Casamicciola, a 
number of pieces of pumice were found floating on the 
water, some of them as large as a man’s head; they had 
quite a fresh appearance. The conclusion is that there 
has been a submarine eruption somewhere near the 
fotond. Such would explain the sensations felt cm board 
iheeteamers add the apparent disturbance of the coast 
line, On the other hand it is strange that the eruption 

1 Which was much stronger and produced slight damage. 


left no other signs, ami that nothing was observable the 
next morning. No dead fish were noticed. The pumice 
might be derived from loose deposits containing that 
materia], which form some of the sea cliffs which were 
shaken down by the earthquake. Whatever be the real 
cause, we propose to investigate it thoroughly by dredg¬ 
ing and diving, as the water rarely exceeds twenty to 
thirty fathoms at the most H. J. J.-L 

Naples, August 31 


THE BERNISSART IGUANODON' 

T HE wonderful discovery of remains of Iguanodons 
made at Bernissart in 1878 caused quite a sensa¬ 
tion amongst naturalists at the time, and tne publication 
of the scientific results of that grand find have been 
awaited ever since with eager expectation. Nevertheless, 
as five years have elapsed since the discovery was 
announced, it is well that the memory should be refreshed 
by a few brief details as to the circumstances of the find 
itself before the results as to the nature of the Iguanodons 
themselves, lately made public, are referred to. Bernissart 
is in Belgium, situate between Mons and Tournai, close 
to the French frontier. In the spring of 1878, in one of 
the galleries of a coal mine there, were discovered in 
Wealden clays a large number of bones. Specimens of 
these bones were forwarded to Professor P. J. van 
Beneden, who at once recognised them as belonging to 
Iguanodon. 

It is to M. Fag&s the director general of the Bernissart 
Mining Company that the discovery is due. He 
interested himself greatly in the matter, and from first to 
last the mining company has most generously and 
meritoriously devoted its best resources to the recovery 
from the depths of the earth in the most perfect condition 
possible of these most remarkable scientific treasures. 
It has presented them all to the Royal Museum of 
Brussels. The actual removal of the specimens from 
their beds and their transmission to the surface, was 
performed under the immediate superintendence of Mr. 
Gustave Arnould, chief engineer, and of M. De Pauw, 
the latter being the superintendent of -workshops at the 
Brussels Museum, who has since successfully mounted 
the enormous skeleton shown in the accompanying 
engraving. So immensely abundant were the remains 
found to be that Mr. De Pauw assumed for three years 
the'habits of a miner, watching and controlling the 
removal of every specimen. He invented an ingenious 
method of hardening the bones in situ which prevented 
their crumbling when exposed to the air, which at first 
occurred. The bcmes exposed on the surfaces of the 
blocks excavated were covered with a coating of plaster 
for protection, and the masses thus formed were then 
raised to the surface, a distance of more than 1,000 feet 
and removed to cellars under the natural history galleries 
of the Brussels Museum, to be worked out at leisure, 
M. Dupont, Director of the Museum, confirmed Professor 
van Beneden's determination of the bones, and at the 
same time fixed the exact age of the deposits in which 
they occurred. 

Some surprise has certainly been felt by naturalists 
that so very little information about the Bernissart 
skeletons has been published during the time which has 
elapsed since their discovery, but it must be borne in 
mind that it took three years even to get the rough material 
out of the pit, and that every mass of matrix containing 
bones requires a great deal of most careful labour to be 
expended on it before the bones in it are fully exposed 
for study. M. L, Dollo, a distinguished former pupil 

* M. I*. Dollo, ** Premiere Note sur les Dinotaurien* de Bertuisart.” 
BulUtin dn Mu tit Jtfiynt Nat. dt Bcl<iavr t T. 1 . i88a. Dejxieme 

note, ibid, / c, TroUteme note, JNd., T. 11 . 1&83. “ Note cur U presence 
chez les oiseeux du Troizleme Trochanter de s Dinouuirieas et tur 1 * function 
de celui-ci, I fnd. , “Les Iguanodons da Bernissart*’ Bulhti* 

Srftnttfliu* de de BruxeUet, April i» 1883, No. p. *5, 
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of Prof. Giard of Lisle, was appointed about two years 
ago as assistant naturalist to the Museum for the purpose 
of investigating the Iguanodons. He is full of enthusiasm, 
as an ardent naturalist sucH as he is well may be with 
the whole Bernissart material before him. He works 
incessantly at the subject, but he does not see prospect of 
publishing the complete monograph on the Iguanodons 
which he intends to issue sooner than five or six years 
hence. He will not of course venture to prepare the 
final monograph until he has the whole of the material 
concerned before him. He estimates the number of in¬ 
dividuals represented by skeletons in the find as twenty- 
three, two of which belong to the species /. Mantelti , and 
twenty-one to /. Bernissartensis. Of these twenty- 
three, fifteen have as yet been chiselled out of the blocks 
ready for study, eight remain as yet to be worked at, and 
although four or five skilled artificers are constantly at 
work on the specimens progress is necessarily slow. The 
cellars full of the material present an astonishing appear¬ 
ance. One first enters an extensive, dimly lighted vault, 
the whole floor of which is covered with large blocks, 
many still in the condition in which they came from the 
mine, of all shapes, and lying in all sorts of positions, so 
closely placed that it is very difficult to get about amongst 
them to inspect them more closely. All contain huge 
bones, forming parts of the skeletons of the Iguanodons, 
often covered up by the protective plaster, but with here a 
hand, there a foot, elsewhere a range of vertebrae showing 
out. In an adjoining cellar is the workshop where various 
blocks are seen in the process of the removal of the 
matrix, whilst at one end, hung up to stout beams, arc the 
results of the operation, a vast collection of all imaginable 
segments of the skeletons of Jgmnolons suspended in 
the air, and suggesting the idea of joints of meat in the 
shop of some Brobdingnagian butcher. 

As before mentioned, one of the skeletons of Iguan¬ 
odon Bcmissartensis has been restored and mounted by 
Mr. J. F. de Pauw. The specimen is almost entirely 
complete, only a few phalanges and one or two minor de¬ 
tails having required to be reconstructed. It was not found 
possible to detach the bones from one another before 
mounting them. They are mostly mounted still joined 
to one another in sections by the matrix as removed from 
the mine. It was therefore impossible to give to the 
skeleton as natural a pose as might have been wished, 
and as M. de Pauw hopes to accomplish with some of 
the other specimens more favourably preserved ; but 
taking all circumstances into consideration the present 
result of his work is a marvellous success, in which it 
needs a very trained eye indeed to detect anything amiss. 
The grand skeleton is set up in a huge glass chamber in 
the court of the Museum. As it stands in the natural 
att tude of progression of the animal on land, erect on 
its hind limbs, tne top of its snout is at an elevation of a 
few inches over 14 feet from the ground, whilst from the 
tip of the tail outstretched behind to a point immediately 
beneath the tip of the snout the skeleton covers a horizon¬ 
tal space of floor about 23 feet in length. 

As soon as M. Dollo set to work on the details of the 
ftructure of the Iguanodons, he very wisely determined 
to publish at once a series of preliminary notes giving the 
main results of his investigations. Four of these have 
now been issued as enumerated at the commencement of 
the present article, and from the third memoir is copied 
the figure of the entire skeleton, here reproduced some¬ 
what reduced in sire. From these notices is taken the 
information which follows. * 

M. Dollo’s first care was to determine the species of 
the Iguanodons with which he has to deal. It will be 
remembered that his predecessor, M. G. A. Boulenger, 
who left Brussels to join the zoological staff of the 
British Museum, recognised among the remains a new 
species of Iguanodon, characterised by having six sacral 
vertebra? instead of five as in /. Mantelli and four in /. 


Preshuichii. Professor P. J, van Beneden, however, in 
the absence of further detailed information, held the 
opinion that the number of the sacral vertebrae could hot 
be regarded as a specific character amongst Iguanodons, 
and that our knowledge then on the matter could only be 
expressed by stating that in the Dinosauria the sacral 
vertebrae vary in number from four to six* He did not 
therefore accept M. Boulenger A s determination as valid, 
but regarded the whole of the specimens as belonging 
to /. Mantellu M. Dollo, however, confirms M. Sou- 
lenger’s conclusions; he finds that there are two forms of 
Iguanodons present, a large one and a small one, and 
the small one is certainly not the young of the large one. 
It is a remarkable fact that there are no young examples 
amongst the whole of the Bernissart Dinosaurians, as is 
shown by the. facts that in all of them the cranial 
sutures are obliterated, and the sternal bones fully ossified, 
that the neurocentral sutures have disappeared in all the 
vertebra? and that the osseous tissue is equally dense 
in all the specimens. Traces of young have been most 
carefully sought for, but most unfortunately not a bone of 
a young animal has been found. 

The differences between the two forms of Iguanodon 
are also not merely sexual. They are well marked and 
certainly of specific value. The number of sacral vertebra? 
seems to be quite constant in the several species of 
Iguanodon, and Prof. Marsh, who has had several 
hundred individuals of Dinosaurians through his hands, 
representing numerous genera and species, has made 
use, amongst other characters, of the number of sacral 
vertebrae present as generic distinctions. After carefully 
comparing full size drawings of the bones with those of 
the type specimen of /. Mantelli (Owen) in the British 
Museum, M. Dollo is quite convinced that his smaller 
form with five sacral vertebra? is identical with this. 
There are two other well identified species of Iguan¬ 
odon known, namely, I. Prestwichii and /. Seeleyi of 
Hulke, The larger form from Bernissart cannot be /. 
Prestwichii , which has only four sacral vertebra?, but it is 
ju^t possible that it may be identical with /. Sedeyi t 
since its large bones resemble closely those described by 
Mr. Hulke as characteristic of that species. There is, 
however, this remarkable discrepancy. Mr. Hulke dis¬ 
covered bony plates forming as he believes a dermal 
armour over the tibia of /. SeeleyL Now amongst the 
remains obtained from Bernissart are specimens of the 
integument of both L Mantelli and the larger form* 
And these indicate that the skins of both these animals 
were either quite naked or at the most covered with epi¬ 
dermic scabs. M. Boulenger's name, /. Bernissartcnsh , 
is retained for the larger Bernissart form, for even if L 
Setleyi should prove in the end to be identical with it that 
name must fall through lack of priority. M. Dollo, taking 
into consideration the results as yet attained by him* 
characterises the order Omithopoda of the Dinosauria 
to which the family Iguanodontidse belongs as follows 
Ornithopoda .—\ oot digitigrade, ungulate, five functional 
digits on the hand and from three to four on tbe foot. 
Pubis projecting freely in front; post-pubis present. Ver¬ 
tebrae solid. Anterior limbs reduced, limb bones hollow. 
Premaxiliaries toothless, at least in their distal region* 
And the family Iguanodontida thus 
A single row of teeth. Three functional digits on the 
foot. Two symmetrical sternal plates. 

The pair of sternal plates were mistaken by Professor 
Marsh, who studied them in specimens in the British 
Museum, for clavicles ; and the presence of clavicles was 
included by him in his definition of the family Iguanodon- 
tidae ; but in the Bernissart specimens the pair of bones 
are found in many' specimens preserved in their natural 
relations, and are seen at once to be sternal, clavicles 
being altogether absent. A specimen U figured by M. 
Dollo, in which the two sternal bones with the coracoid 
and scapula of one side are seen in sitv> all in their proper 
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relative positions, and the humerus with its head still 
within the glenoid cavity. The circumstance that in the 
case of these Bemlssart skeletons the hones are so largely 
preserved in their immediate natural relations adds 
immensely to their importance, for the position of every 
bone can be determined with certainty. The nearest 
approach to the peculiar structure of the sternum in 
tguanodon appears to M. Dollo to be that existing in 
some young birds, especially in Vanellus cristaius as 
figured by Parker. Professor Marsh regarded the 
supposed presence of clavicles in Iguanodon as an 
important point in them of resemblance to birds; the 
point must now drop, but there are abundance of others 
in the Iguanodon skeleton in which the remarkable 


resemblances between the Ornithopoda and birds, pointed 
out by Professor Huxley with such surpassing sagacity 
more than twelve years ago,are borne out m a most remark* 
able manner. Professor Huxley had very imperfect 
material to guide him in his ideal restoration of the 
Iguanodon skeleton, and it is wonderful in how few 
matters of detail his results need correction now that one 
can stand at Brussels with a perfectly complete skeleton 
of Iguanodon towering over one's head, and test his 
results with as it were a complete solution of the puzzle 
at command. First of all there seems to be little doubt 
possible that the Iguanodons walked, as be pointed out, 
on their hind limbs erect like birds, in somewhat the 
attitude shown in the accompanying figure. Several 



Ifnaaodon Btniissarittuit, B’jrr. At the Brussels Royal Museum of Natural History. Restored and mounted by M. L. F. Pauw. Head. «, left 
tiottril; i>i left orbit; c. left temporal foua. Vertebral column, d, cervical regbn; u, dor*o-lumbar region; /, sacral region; f. caudal region; 
h t left scapula; /, left coracoid; k t left humerus; /, left ulna; m, left radius; «, sternum; o, left ilium; /.left pubis; g . left posi-jmbis; r, 
kft ischium ; s, left femur; (. left tibia ; », left fibula ; v t third (fourth) trochanter. I, II. Ill, IV, V, digits. JV, diagrammatic transverse section of the 
body between the fore and hind limbs. 


different lines of evidence, as M. Dollo points out, tend to 
prove this. Firstly the remarkable resemblances bet ween 
the structure of the pelvis and the posterior limbs of 
birds and the corresponding parts in the Iguanodons. 
The points of resemblance of the ilium and ischium, 
pointed out by Professor Huxley, are fully confirmed by 
the Bemissart specimens; with regard to the pubis 
Hmdey only recognised a part in Iguanodon, the post- 

S bls ; and Hulke was the first to give a nearly correct 
ure of the whole. The actual puois is very large in 
Iguanodon, as will he seen in the figure, and projects 
forwards and outwards, forming an obtuse angle with 
the post-pubis, Mr, Hulke was therefore not quite 
comet in his conclusions as to its attitude, and there is 
m aymphysis pubis present; the post-pubis is long and 
st«aoer,and directed backwards alongside the ischium, as 


in birds, for a considerable distance beyond the ischial 
tuberosity. It is not incomplete, as supposed by Marsh 
(from the examination of drawings of Bernissart specimens 
in which it was imperfect). M. Dollo is inclined to 
follow Professor Marsh in identifying the Dinosaurian 
pubis with the pectineal process of tne pelvis of birds, 
a conclusion which receives most interesting support in 
the valuable memoir lately published by Miss Alice 
Johnson of Cambridge on “The Development of the 
Pelvic Girdle in the Chick,” 1 in which it is shown 
that in the embryo fowl the cartilaginous representative 
of the pectineal process is at first much larger and 
more prominent in proportion to the dimensions of the 
pelvis than subsequently, and becomes gradually reduced 
as development proceeds. The peculiar form of the 

r Journal 0 Microscopical Science, July, 1883. 
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pelvis ts no doubt directly connected with the muscular 
requirements concerned in the erect posture, originated 
probably in the Dinosauria, and transmitted to birds, in 
wbirh it has been improved upon by the elimination, 
ahnost complete, of the original pubis through disuse. 

M. Dollo takes the view that tne post-pubis is a bone 
peculiar to Dinosaurians and birds. As he pointed out to 
me in the mounted specimen, probably a male, the aper¬ 
ture inclosed between the two ischiatic bones posteriorly 
is a very narrow slit through which, if the Iguanodon was 
by any chance oviparous, no egg of size proportionate to 
the animal could have passed, and it is, he thinks, just 
possible that in females he may find the ischia bowed 
so as to inclose a widely open passage above the 
symphysis. 

In a separate memoir M. Dollo has pointed out an 
additional resemblance in the femur of Iguanodon to that 
of birds to those already pointed out by former observers, 
namely that the third trochanter present in the former 
is represented, though feebly, in the femur of many birds. 
This third trochanter in birds, as he has shown by dis¬ 
section in the duck serves for the origin of a small 
muscle first described by Meckel, which is attached to 
the tail, and by which the lateral movements of the tail 
are performed; he terms the muscle “Gaudo-femoral.” 
The great development of the third trochanter in lguan- 
oion must, he concludes, have been in relation with very 
large similar caudo-femoral muscle concerned in the 
movement of the immense tail of the animal in the act of 
swimming. For reasons which he gives, he proposes to 
call the trochanter in future the fourth trochanter. It is 
not necessary to enter here into the fuither well known 
details in which the hind limb of Iguanodon shows inti¬ 
mate resemblance to that of birds, and especially in 
birds in the young condition. 

The reduction of the anterior limbs in proportion to 
the posterior and their difference in structure are further 
evidence, though not conclusive, of the erect posture of 
the lguanodons. In /. Mantelli the fore limbs are of about 
half the length of the hinder, whilst in /. Uernissartensis 
the difference is less, the proportion in length being two- 
thirds to one. 

The reduction in the volume of the head and thorax as 
compared with those of quadruped reptiles is further 
evidence on the same side. The head is comparatively 
small and very narrow in Iguanodon, the neck flexible 
and light as in birds. 

One of the most remarkable new points discovered in 
the Bernissart lguanodons, also a strongly birdlike feature, 
is the presence in them or a series of completely ossified 
ligaments stretching along the sides of the dorsal spines 
of the vertebrae (see figure), and binding the whole 
dorso-lumber region into a rigid mass as in birds, whilst 
the region of the neck and hinder region of the tail are 
free from any 9uch ligaments. No traces of ossified 
tendons, such as occur in birds, have been found in con¬ 
nection with the limbs of the lguanodons. 

M. Dollo sums up as follows;—“ In short the position 
of the occipiul condyle, the length and the mobility of 
the neck, the rigid attachment of the dorso-lumbar region 
to the pelvis, the number of the sacral vertebra, the 
massive nature of the tail, in fact, the entire structure of 
the vertebral column, agree in demonstrating that 
Iguanodon was biped in its gait. “ But the most convincing 
proof of all, perhaps, lies in the evidence afforded by the 
footprints of Iguanodon in the Wealden strata. Of the 
eight Dinosauria known from the Wealden, Iguanodon is 
the only one which could leave tridactyle footprints. M. 
Dollo obtained a series of casts of the tridactyle Wealden 
footprints from Mr Strucbman from the neighbourhood 
of Hanover; choosing one of the right size, he intro¬ 
duced the three toes of the corresponding foot of one of 
the Bernissart /. Mantelli , and also the three metatarsals 
still united together, giving them a digitigrade position, 


the only one in which they would enter the impression, 
and an exact fit of the whole was the result There can 
remain no doubt as to the complete correspondence of the 
two in the mind of any one Who has seen the foot and impres¬ 
sion thus fitted together* The hand of Iguanodon (see fig.) 
is pentadactyle, with the thumb transformed into a huge 
spur which must have been covered with a horny spfnewfcen 
the animal was living. If the animal had walked on sdlibnrs, 
it is impossible but that pentadactyle impressions should 
have occurred with the tridactyle, but such is not the case. 
Long series of the tridactyle prints are found without a 
trace of pentadactyle marks. The arrangement of the 
tridactyle tracks shows that Iguanodon walked on its hind 
feet, and did not spring like a kangaroo with the aid of its 
tail. This merely dragged lightly behind and has left no im¬ 
pression in connection with the foot tracks. The spur-like 
thumbs were formerly supposed to be the cores of horny 
appendages of the head. They are much smaller in 
/. Mantelli than in /. Bentissartensis, and M, DoLo 
thinks it will possibly turn out that they are larger in 
the males than the females. 

M. Dollo has not yet published a preliminary account 
of the skull of Iguanodon, he is now at work on this sub¬ 
ject, and a notice of it will shortly appear. In a popular 
account of the lguanodons (the last cited in the list) he 
writes briefly as follows :— 

“The head is relatively small, and very much compressed 
from side to side v (this is a most striking feature when 
the mounted skeleton is viewed from in front). “ The 
nostrils are spacious and chambered in their anterior 
region, the orbits are of moderate size, elongated in a 
vertical direction. The temporal fossa is limited above 
and below by a bony arch, an arrangement which occurs 
else only in Hatteria. The distal extremities of both upper 
and lower jaws are devoid of teeth. They were no doubt 
during life covered by a horny beak ; in the hinder part of 
the jaws are ninety-two teeth.” One of the most remarkable 
features of the skull is the presence at the symphysis of the 
lower jaw of a curious separate mass of bone shaped 
somewhat like a horse's hoof (see figure) which forms 
the distal extremity of the mandible, fitting in to an ex¬ 
cavation on the upper surface of the symphysis. Along 
its upper rounded margin this bone is dentated. This is 
believed by M. Dollo to be a bone special to Iguanodon, 
but not without bomologues elsewhere which he will in 
the future point out, and forming part of the lower jaw. 
Other observers have considered the bone as the inter¬ 
maxillary, and have thus concluded that the opening of 
the mouth lay between the bone and the distal extremity 
of the lower taw, and that thus the upper jaw was shaped 
something like a parrot's beak, shutting into a depression 
at the symphysis of the lower. A slight inspection of the 
complete cranium and lower jaw cleared completely 
of the matrix, which M. Dollo has befotc him, seems 
sufficient to carry conviction that his view as to the 
position of the bone and mouth aperture is the correct 
one. 

The roof of the mouth of Iguanodon in its anterior 
region is moulded into rounded, ridge-like prominences, 
which as M. Dollo pointed out have some curious resem¬ 
blances in form to those occurring in the corresponding 
position in a duck. The animal was an inhabitant m 
marshes—as far as yet known apparently of freshwater 
marshes only—and fed probably largely on ferns, abund¬ 
ance of which were found with the Bernissart specimen. 
No results of importance as to this question have as yet 
been obtained from the examination or their coprolites. 

The outline of the body shown in the present figure 
was roughly sketched in by M. DoUo cm request, in order 
to give an idea of his present conjecture as to the prohftbte 
shape of the living Iguanodon. It is most distinctly to he 
regarded as merely tentative be reserves any expression 
of final opinion till the whole material has pa&sed through 
his hands. On examining the outline,it will be seen that the ; 
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iguanodon probably was shaped, excepting for the long 
huge tail, which, as Professor Owen long ago pointed out, 
IS shaped like that of a crocodile, being a powerful swim- 
ing organ, somewhat like a duck, fn accordance with 
the birdlike modification of the pelvis a large mass of 
the viscera were post-acctabular in position, as in a greater 
degree in birds, thus tending to aid the long tail to erect 
the head and fore part of the body by depressing the 
hinder region of the spinal column on the acetabular axis 
as a fulcrum. Like the head the body was very much 
compressed laterally, so that its transverse section was 
somewhat as represented in the diagram, A'. The neck of 
the Iguanodon was comparatively slender, and is found 
to be capable of very free movements. The necks of the 
fossilised specimens arc found to be twisted without dis¬ 
location into most varied attitudes. The skin, as already 
mentioned, was in /. Mantelii and /. Bernissartensis 
smooth or covered only with epidermic scales. 

Several observers have concluded from the examination 
of the footprints that a slight web was present between 
the toes. Judging from observations made on the croco¬ 
dile and Ambi)rhynchus of the Galapagos Islands, the 
animal when in the water, in which it spent a considerable 
part of its time, when swimming slowly, used for the 
purpose both its fore anil hind limbs and tail, but when 
going fast fixed its fore limbs close beside its body and 
drove itself along with its hind limbs and tail only. 

M. Dollo suggests that one of the principal advantages 
gained by the [guanoions by their erect posture on land 
was their being enabled thereby to discern at great dis¬ 
tances amongst the vegetation the large carnivorous 
animals of their age to which as herbivora they must have 
formed a prey. Possibly when attacked they seized their 
aggressor in their short arms and made use of their thumb 
spurs as daggers. 

M. Dollo is in every way to be congratulated on the 
results of his investigations, so far as they have yet gone, 
and bis final monograph may be looked forward to as a 
work of the utmost value and interest, but with the com¬ 
pletion of the Iguanodons the working up of the Bernis- 
saTt find will be anything but exhausted. With the 
Dinosaurians were found crocodiles and turtles, and a 
vast quantity of fishes, of which piles upon piles of speci¬ 
mens await his energies in the future. He has already 
discovered two most interesting new genera of crocodiles, 
and an equally interesting new genus of Chclonians 
amongst this material. Every naturalist who has an 
opportunity should certainly find his way to Brussels to 
see the skeleton here figured. It is proposed in process 
of time, when the Iguanodon skeletons are all prepared 
from the matrix and mounted as far as necessary, to 
build a new museum of natural history at Brussels in the 
Parc Leopold, formerly the zoological garden, and in this 
museum to construct a special gallery to contain all the 
Bemissart fossils, a rotunda of twenty*five metres in 
diameter. 

H. N. Moseley 


THE JAVA UPHEAVAL 

T HE details which have reached us during the past 
week of the terrible seistnical manifestation at Java 
ptove it to be one of the most disastrous on record ; 
probably, moreover, it is the greatest phenomenon in 
physical geography which has occurred during at least 
the historical period, in the same space of time. The 
accompanying sketch-map will afford some idea of the 
extent and nature of the chaftge which* has taken place, 
aw# the character of the sea bed and the land in the 
region affected. Next week w© shall attempt to show 
what light science can shed on the occurrence; meantime 
we shall content ourselves with gathering together the 
fads that have come to hand. 


The volcanic Island of Krakatoa lies about the middle 
of the north part of the passage between Java ai,d 
Sumatra, a passage which lias formed an important com¬ 
mercial route. The strait is about seventy miles long 
and sixty broad at the south-west end, narrowing to 
thirteen miles at the nort-east end. The island, 
seven miles long by five broad, lay about thirty miles 
from the coast of Java, and northwards the strait 
contracts like a funnel, the two coasts in that direc¬ 
tion approaching very near to each other. A few 
weeks ago, as we intimated at the time, the volcano 
on the island began to manifest renewed activity. The 
whole region is volcanic, Java itself having at least 
sixteen active volcanoes, while many others can only be 
regarded as quiescent, not extinct. Various parts of the 
island have been frequently devastated by volcanic out- 
burts, one of the most disastrous of these having pro¬ 
ceeded from a volcano which was regarded as having 
been long extinct. The present outburst in Krakatoa 
seems to have reached a crisis on the night of August 
26. The detonations were heard as far as Soerakarta, 
and ashes fell at Cheribon, about 250 miles east¬ 
wards on the north coast of Java. The whole 

sky over western Java was darkened with ashen, 
and when investigation became possible it was found 
that the most widespread disaster had occurred. The 
greater part of the district of North Bantam has been 
destroyed, partly by the ashes which fell, and partly by an 
enormous wave generated by the widespread volcanic 
disturbance in the bed of the strait. The town of Anjer 
and other towns on the coast have been overwhelmed and 
swept away, and the loss of life is estimated at 100,000 
The Island of Krakatoa itself, estimated to contain eight 
thousand million cubic yards of material, seems to have 
been shattered and sunk beneath the waters, while sixteen 
volcanic craters have appeared above the sea between 
the site of that island and Sibisi Island, where the 
sea is comparatively shallow. The Soengepan Volcano 
has split into five, and it is stated that an extensive plain 
of “volcanic stone" has been formed in the sea near 
Lampong, Sumatra, probably at a part of the coast dotted 
with small islands. A vessel near the site of the eruption 
had its deck covered with ashes iS inches deep, and 
passed masses of pumice stone 7 feet in depth. The 
wave reached the coast of Java on the morning of the 
27th ; and, 30 metres high, swept the coast between 
Mcrak and Tjiringin, totally destroying Anjer, Merak, 
and Tjiringin. Five miles of the coast of Sumatra seem 
to have been swept by the wave, and many lives lost. 
At Taujong Priok, fifty-eight miles distant from Krakatoa, 
a sea seven feet and a half higher than the ordinary highest 
level suddenly rushed in and overwhelmed the place. 
Immediately afterwards it as suddenly sank ten feet 
and a half below the higlvwater mark, the effect being 
most destructive. We shall probably hear more of this 
wave, as doubtless it was a branch of it which made its 
way across the Pacific, and that with such rapidity that 
on the 27th it reached San Francisco Harbour, and con¬ 
tinued to come in at intervals of twenty minutes, rising to 
a height of one foot for several days. The great wave 
generated on May 10, 1877, by the earthquake at Iquique, 
on the coast of Peru, spread over the Pacific as far north 
as the Sandwich Islands, and south to New Zealand and 
Australia; while that at Arica, on August 13-14, 1869, 
extended right across the Pacific to Yokohama (Nature, 
vol. i. p. 54J. It is misleading to speak of such waves as 
tidal; they are evidently due to powerful, extensive, and 
sudden disturbances of the ocean bed, and are frequently 
felt in the Pacific when no earthquake has been ex¬ 
perienced anywhere, though doubtless due to commotions 
somewhere in the depths of ocean. So far these are all 
the facts that are known in connection with this last 
stupendous outburst of volcanic energy. It has altered 
the entire physical geography of the region and the con- 
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(tition of the ocean bed. The existing charts of the strait navigation, and when quiescence is restored a new series 
with their careful soundings are useless for purposes of of soundings will be necessary. Doubtless the results of 



the'outbreak will receive minute attention at the hands of looted they will form valuable material for the study of 
the Dutch Government, and when all tNo data are col- the physical geographer. 


NOTES 

The next meeting of the American Association for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Science will be held in Philadelphia, probably 
during the first week in September, 1884. At the tension in 
Minneapolis the following persons were chosen as officers for 
the Philadelphia meeting :—President, Dr, J. P. Leslie, of 
Philadelphia; Vice-Presidents: Section A (Mathematics and 
Astronomy), Prof. H. T. Eddy, of Cincinnati; B (Physics), 
Prof. John Trowbridge, of Cambridge; C (Chemistry), Prof, 
J. W. Langley, of Ann Arbour; D (Mechanical Science), 
Prof. R. H. Thurston, of Hoboken; E (Geology and Geo¬ 
graphy), Prof. N, H. WincheU, of Minneapolis ; F (Biology), 
Prof. E. D. Cope, of Philadelphia; G (Histology and Micro- 
scopy), Prof. T. G. Wormley, of Philadelphia; II (Anthro¬ 
pology)* Prof, E. S. Morse, of Salem; I (Economic Science 
and Statistics), Hon. John Eaton, of Washington ; permanent 
secretary, Mr. F. W, Putnam, of Cambridge ; general secretary, 
Dr. Alfred Springer, of Cincinnati; assistant general secretary, 
Prof. E. S. Holden, of Madison. 

M. Janssen, who has returned from Caroline Island, was 
present at the meeting of the Academy of Sciences of Septem¬ 
ber 3, He read the first part of the documents he brings with 


him, viz. the reports drawn up by Palisa, Tacchini, and himself, 
while Trouvelot read his own account. The reading was Jong 
and interesting, and will be continued next week. M. Janssen 
staled that be believed the region around the tun was full of 
material almost corpuscular, and reflecting the light from the 
sun. He was received enthusiastically, and M, Blanchard, 
the president, spoke in praise of his merits and efforts for the 
promotion of science. M. Janssen returned thanks, acknow¬ 
ledging that great efforts must be made by him to be worthy 
of such a reception. 

We regret to announce the death of Mr, Cromwell Bleetwood 
VnrJey, F.R.S., M.I.C.E., &c,, on Sunday night last, at his 
residence at Bexley Heath, Kent. He was born in Kentish 
Town, April 6, i8?8. IJe devoted himself to the engineerug 
branch of telegraphy, and devised a method of locating distant 
faults in land wires which attracted the special attention of 
engineers and electricians. Distinguishing himself by one dis¬ 
covery after another, Mr. Varley finally became chief engineer 
and electrician to the Electric and International Telegraph 
Company, and held this office until the taking oyer of the tele¬ 
graphs by the Government. His inventions were very numerous. 
Prominent among his early inventions was an apparatus for 
transmitting electrical signals, which so much increased the 
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sensitiveness and trustworthiness of the relay that it became 
practicable for the first time to work from London to Edinburgh 
direct—a feat impossible in the conditions of insulation pre¬ 
viously existing, Mr. Varley was associated with Robert 
Stephenson, Sir William Fairbainv, and others in devising the 
first Atlantic cable which may be said to have achieved success 
By means of a working model apparatus he demonstrated 
approximately the speed of electricity when on its travels. 

Mr. V. T. Chambers, an entomologist well known for his 
studies on Tineina, died at his residence iu Covington, Ky., 
U.S., on August 7. 

During the past year, we learn from Science, original investi¬ 
gations in the following subjects, among others, have been 
carried on in the physical laboratory of Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity under the direction of Prof. Rowland and Dr. liastingb : 
on the photography of the spectrum by means of the concave 
grating ; on the determination of the B. A. unit of electrical 
resistance in absolute measure ; the determination of the specific 
resistance of mercury ; the variation of the specific beat of water 
with the temperature; the relative wave-lengths of the lines of 
the spectrum by means of the concave grating ; the effect of 
difference of pha^e in the harmonics on the timbre of sound ; 
and on the variation of the magnetic permeability of nickel by 
change of temperature. 

Mr. Thomas Plant, the well known meteorologist of Bir¬ 
mingham, died suddenly last week. Mr. Plant was sixty-four years 
01 age, and was a native of Lowmoor, Yorkshire. From early 
manhood be had a passion for the study of the wind and the 
weather. This (Mission took a very systematic shape in the e mi* 
pilation of regular record-, of rainfall, windage, and temperature ; 
and, to the student of meteorology, the-.e records, the result of 
Mr. Plant's life-long study, will doubtless prove valuable. They 
are said to be complete for upwards of forty-six years. In 1862 
he read a paper before the British Association at Cambridge on 
“Osier's Anemo neter at the Birmingham and Midland Institute, 1 ' 
and described the working of the instrument by means of litho¬ 
graphed drawings which he had himself prepared. Three years 
later he read another paper before the same Association at 
Birmingham on the “Anomalies of our Climate.** A paper on 
the “Health of the Borough of Birmingham" was read in 1868 
by Mr. Plant before the Social Science Congress at Birmingham. 
He frequently lectured on meteorology, and was a constant 
contributor to the local press on the same subject. 

The Earl of Crawford and Balcarres has been elected an 
honorary member of the Berlin Academy of Sciences. 

Dr. Hicks is reported to have made an interesting discovery 
in a cave at the back of the Ffynnon Beuno, Flintshire. The 
cave is a water worn cave iu the limestone rock, similar, though 
on a smaller scale, to the celebrated Ccfn bone caves on the 
other side of the Vale. Dr. Hicks, after a general inspection of 
the interi ir, determined to examine beneath the boor of the cave 
at the entrance. The removal of a few inches of surface debris 
disclosed a virgin floor of stalagmite, so well known to cave 
explorers. Below this were found pieces of bone belonging 
most evidently to the mammoth or rhinoceros. One piece was 
embedded iu the stalagmite floor. The largest piece—nearly six 
inches by four—must have formed part of a bone some eighteen 
inches in circumference. Below was another floor of stalagmite 
covering a quantity of drift gravel which tested on the bottom of 
the cave. 

Mx, Floyd Dela.Field of Noroton, Conn., has brought out 
a new dynamo, the novel feature being that the armature is a 
tube of copper. One of the field magnets is terminated at either 
end by a tubular pole piece; within this pole piece rotates a 


tubular armature. On either side of the central magnet runs an 
auxiliary magnet, which is attached to the axle of the armature. 
Thus the tubular armature has one pole as its axle, whilst the 
other pole completely surrounds it The current is drawn off at 
either end of the cylinder by brushes. The machine is so 
arranged that one armature can be used to excite the magnets, 
whilst the other is used for the main circuit, which gives a good 
current for plating purposes, or, when required for incandescent 
lighting, the magnets may be excited by a small high tension 
dynamo, and then the two armatures may be used for main 
circuit purposes. 

Scientific authorities are not at rest with giving Philipp Reiss 
the merit of inventing the telephone. The latest claimant put 
forth is Charles Bourseul, a Frenchman, who is said to have 
invented the telephone in 1854. This invention is said to have 
been c unrmmicated in 1854 to the French Academy, and to 
have appeared in the Didaskalia , a supplementary paper to the 
Frankfurter Journal , for September 28th, 1854. M. le Comte 
du Moncel is advocating the claims of Bourseul. 

M. Berthelot has been investigating the speed of gaseous 
explosions. For this purpose he used an iron tube 16 inches 
long and J inch bore. The gases were exploded by a spark, and 
the explosion registered at the centre and end of the tube. The 
gases he used were carbonic oxide and oxygen, their rate of 
explosion he observed to be 2500 metres per second. This is a 
far greater speed than was expected. 

In the experiments which have been made at Grenoble for the 
transmission of electric force from a distance of 14 kilometres, 
the w'ire was of si heated bronze 2 mm. diameter, instead of iron 
as on former occasions. According to V Rhttric tie the results 
have been very poor, a mjtive power of 45 horses having been 
required to convey 7^ horse-power. 

The observatory at Montmartre, Paris which belongs to Dr. 
Gruby, has been reorganised, and M. Cassc has been appointed 
director. It is a private establishment devoted to meteorology, 
the results being published in a number of the Paris daily papers. 
It is built in the vicinity of the Moulin de la Golette, and is now, 
except the latter establishment, the most elevated point in Paris. 

MM. Tissanhikr have completed the co .struction of tbeir 
apparatus for preparing hydrogen by a continuous process for 
filling Urge balloons. It was tried with a balloon of 300 cubic 
metres, which c mveyed the two brothers to some distance from 
Palis. This system is a simplification of the apparatus which 
was used by M. GiiTard in his large captive balloon. It w ill be 
used for filling the electric ball ion now,being built by MM. 
Tiisandier, 

Dr. LiebSCHRR of Jena University sends us some remarks 
in reply to Mr. B. Kot6’s article on “ Agriculture in Japan ” in 
Nature, vol xxviii. p. 231. With regard to Mr. KotG's state¬ 
ment that in describing the climate of Japan Dr. Liebscher 
en’irely disregarded the fact that the empire “is surrounded on 
all sides by a large body of water,” he refers to his map of 
Japan and to p. 8 of his work, where he says : " The summer 
or south-west monsoon, which on its way from the tropics sweeps 
over the warm Pacific and is saturated with steam . . With 
regard to what Mr. KotO says concerning Lake Hakone, Dr. 
Liebscher maintains that the Hakone Pass is situated not at the 
foot of the Fuji San, but at a distance of thirty-three miles from 
its foot, or about fifty miles from the summit, on quite a different 
range of mountains. Moreover, Dr. Liebscher points out that 
Fuji San is not an active volcano 11 which sends out an enormous 
quantity of scorhe” like Vesuvius; nobody, Dr. Liebscher 
states, has ever seen any trace of scoria or smoke about it since 
the year 1707. As to Mr. Kot6's statement that “the climate of 
Japan is not so ineffective as Dr. Liebscher has depicted in his 
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work j la reality it is far more conducive to fertility than that of 
Germany,” Dr. Liebscher maintains that in his book the very 
contrary of what Mr, Kotd implies will be found, indicating 
especially the conclusion of what te says on the natural founda- 
tion of agriculture in Japan (p. 58). There it is stated that, 
** owing to the climate rather than to the rich soil, au amazingly 
IflTge number of people can live In Japan on the produce of one 
field.” Similar misunderstanding, Dr, Liehscher writes, has 
been shown by Mr. KotG in his remarks on the geology and the 
soil of Japan, in his opinion concerning the Japanese land-tax 
system, in what he says on the religion of kis countrymen, and 
in denying the existence of polygamy among them. 

A sharp shock of earthquake was felt at 8 o’clock on Sep¬ 
tember 2 at Frascati, on the Alban Hills, twelve miles from 
Home, The movement was undulatory and lasted several 
seconds, but without causing any damage. The instruments in 
the observatory of the Homan College noted at the same hour a 
sensible undulatory movement, in the direction of from north¬ 
east to south-west. The earthquake was felt simultaneously at 
Albano, Ariccia, Genzano, Rocca di Papa, Monte Porzio, and 
other towns on the Alban Hills. At Rocca di Papa a slight 
6hock also cccurrcd a few days ago. New York papers report 
an earthquake at Pachnca, in Mexico, by which twenty persons 
lost their lives. A shock was felt at Fjusanger in Bergens Stift, 
Norway, on August 17, at 10 p.m. 

A correspondent points out that an account of Prof. 
Edlund's theoiy of the connection betw een thunderstorms and 
aurorae will be found in Peter matin's Miitheilungen for 1879, 
p. 76. 

It Js stated that an important oyster bed has been discovered 
in the Medway. It is estimated to contain over a quarter of a 
million of young oysters. The Medway was formerly a famous 
oyster fishery, and it is hoped from this discovery that it is about 
to become so again. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Rhesus Monkey {Macacus erythraus ? ) from 
India, prtsented by Miss Garwood ; a Golden Eagle (Aquila 
chrysaetos) from Scotland, presented by Mr. Bertram H. ITagen ; 
two Long-eared Owls {Asiootus), British, presented by Mr. Percy 
F. Fordham ; a Mocking Bird {Mimus polyglottus) from Norih 
America, presented by Mr. A. Townsend ; two Marsh Harriers 
{Circus evruginosus), European, presented by Lieut,-Col. E. 
Deloie RadclifTe ; two Barbary Apes {Macacus inuus) from 
North Africa, deposited ; a Silvery Gibbon (Hylobatei Uuciscus £ ) 
from Java, an Indian Muntjac (Ccrvulus muntjac) from India, 
four Passerine Doves (Chamapclia passerina) from America, a 
Malabar Parrakeet {Pales or nis coin tn bo ides) from Southern India, 
a Boat bill (Cattcroma cochkaria ), an Anaconda {EunecUs 
murinus) from South America, a Sharp-nosed Crocodile {Crete* 
dilus cataphractus ) from Central America, purchased ; two 
Ostriches {Struthio cametus 6 V) from Africa, received on 

approval. 

OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

Tempel’s Comet* 1873 II. r M. Schulhof of Paris has pub¬ 
lished elements and an ephemeris of this comet for the approaching 
return to perihelion. The following is the predicted orbit 

Epoch, 1883 October 20*0 AT. T, at Berlin 

Mean anomaly. 354 5 43*5 

Longitude of perihelion. 306 7 4*4 ) M v 

„ ascending node... 121 2 8*5 

Inclination . ... 12 45. 17*1 j *8800, 

Angle of eccentricity ... 33 32 29’$ 

Mean daily ridereal motion ... 68i"*io68 

Log. semi-axis major . 0*477861 j 


From these dements we find the time of perihelion passage 
November 20*17155 and the period of revolution 

1902*77 days. M. Schulhofs epheinerU so far published extends 
from August 28 to November 8; during which period the comet 
is slowly receding from the earth. We extract a few positions 1— 

At Berlin Muinight 


R.A. N.F.D Log. distance from 

h. m, s. D , Earth. Sun. 


Sept. 

21 . 

- *5 

l 9 

So ■ 

. ZOI 

51*0 . 

. 0 3732. 

■ o*i 739 


23 

• 15 

25 

3 

. 102 

248 


. 0*1687 


25 • 

• IS 

30 

22 . 

. 102 

58*3 .. 

. 0 2739. 


27 . 

■ 15 

35 

47 • 

. 103 

3**8 


.. 0*1637 


29 . 

- 15 

4 i 

*7 * 

. IO4 

46 .. 

. 0-2744 • 

Oct. 

1 . 

• i 5 

46 

53 

. IO4 

37*2 


,. 0*1589 


3 ■ 

■ 15 

52 

35 • 

. 105 

9*4 *■ 

. 0-2750 .. 


5 • 

■ 15 

58 

22 . 

. 105 

4**2 




Unless the comet is observed at the present return, observations 
will hardly be possible before the spring of 1894, 

The Great Comet of 18S2.—Dr. B. A. Gould, director of 
the Observatory at Cordova, informs us that this comet was last 
seen there with the naked eye on March 7, when Mr. Thome found 
it already very faint in the telescope, and no nuclear condensa¬ 
tion percep iblc. His last obervation was on June 1, but it was 
not pos ible to use the filar micrometer, and he had to depend 
upon the circles of the equatorial. Had it not been less than 
an hour high at nightfall, he thinks he could have observed it 
for a month longer. The Cordova refractor is of ten inches 
aperture. On March 7 the distance of the comet from the f arth 
was 3*07. 

The Minor Planet, No. 234.—Prof. Krueger communi¬ 
cates in a circular two observations of the small planet last dis¬ 
covered, telegraphed by Mr. O. C. Wendell, from which it 
appears that the daily motion in N.P.D. is as much as 21', or* 
reducing the places tor August 12 and 24 to longitude and lati¬ 
tude, we find a change of latitude of 3 0 13' in the interval, the 
descending node being passed on August 23. This seems to 
point to a considerable inclination of the orbit. The Harvard 
positions are as follow :— 

G.M.T, R.A. N.P.D. 

1883, August 21*7470 ... 3 ^ 57 43 ■■■ I0524 9 

247274 ... 318 36 o ... 106 20 34 

Of the large number of these bodies now known, Pallas , the 
second iu order of discovery, still retains the greatest orbital 
inclination, 34* 44' at present. 


GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
In the interests of anthropology, Dr. A, B. Meyer, curator of 
the Dresden Eihnological Museum, has just issued some practical 
fcugge^ions addressed to the officers of the German Imperial 
Navy visiting the Indo-Pacific waters. The chief object of this 
** Dcnkschrift ” is the completion of the Dresden ethnographic 
collection, whose desiderata are mentioned in detail, and special 
instructions are given as regards the Chinese seaboard, the South 
Sea Islands, the north*west coast of America, Madagascar, the 
Eatern Archipelago, and in general *uch places as lie on the 
ordinary route of the German Navy. Here is still to be gathered 
a rich harvest of materials illustrating the usages traditions* 
religions, and social culture, especially of the Polynesian, Papuan, 
Indo-Chinese, Malay, and North American races. Many objects 
may thus be brought together calculated to throw light on »-uch 
important historic and religious movements as (he spread of 
Buddhism from India throughout East Asia, and the influence 
of Hinduism in past times on the local cultures in Further India 
and Malaysia. Amongst the miscellaneous wants particular 
mention is made of fishing gear, boat models, and musical in tr la¬ 
ments from Formosa; blowpipes, krisset, shields, and brass 
armour from the Sulu Archipelago and Palawan; nets, harpoons, 
magic wand6 from Corea and Yesso ; wood carvings and idols 
from New Guinea and New Britain; clubs, spear.*, stone 
hatchets, tattoo designs, figure? of men and animals in wood or 
stone from Melanesia; objects of fetish worship fromf Micro¬ 
nesia j jade ornaments from Polynesia; carved wooden roa-ks 
of men and animals, clay or stone vessels, tobacco pipes and 
nephrite objects from the north-west coast of America; talis¬ 
mans, idols, house utensils, and weapons from Madagascar; 
wicker-work, burnt clay figures of evil spirits* woven materials 
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frosr Ceylon > gpecimem of figure or picture writings on palm 
leaves from the Nicobar Islands. Some of these hints may be 
found useful by English travellers and others willing to promote 
anthropological work in the lndo-Pacific regions. 

Mlt. J. T. Last contributes a paper ot unusual interest to the 
September number of the Proceedings of the Foy al Gtographteal 
Society i he describes a visit to the Utile known Masai country, 
the region through which Mr. Joseph Thomson had to pass. 
Mr. 7 nomson himself sends a long letter giving an account of 
the first part of his journey and bis forced return to the coast. 
He was to set out again on July 8, vi& the north side of Kili¬ 
manjaro for Moseru, far on the way to the south shore of Victoria 
Nyaura. Meantime it is announced that Dr. Fischer, fhe Ger¬ 
man explorer who preceded Mr. Thomson on the same route 
and excited the hostility of the people, has returned to the 
coast. It seems impossible that he can have reached bis pro¬ 
posed goai, and probably, like Mr. Thomson, has been com¬ 
pelled to turn back. 

On August 28 the gunboat Urd arrived at Tromsb with the 
member* of the Swedish Circumpolar Expedition on board, who 
have wintered at Spitsbergen. I wring the Urd’s voyage to the 
island she encountered a log off Beeren Island, w hich continued 
to Spitxbeigen, but only a small quantity of ice was seen, viz. at 
•South Cape. The vessel arrived at Cape Thordsten on August 
jo. The observations were continued until 12 midnight on 
August 23, in order to have a full year's magnetical observations. 
On the 24th the house?; were cleared, the windows nailed up, 
and the doors locked, ami on the 25th the Utd steamed out of 
the Iceljord. In Green Harbour the post was taken on board 
from the Norwegian hunters, and steering west of the Beeren 
Island the coast of Norway was sighted on the 28th. No icc 
wa encountered. The ship is expected in Gothenburg on the 
<5 h inst. 

We are glad to learn that both the Dutch International Polar 
Expedition and the Danish Expedition under Lieut. Hovgaard 
are safe. A Reuter's telegram from Vardoe says :—The tlcamer 
Obi t belonging to M. Stbiriakoff, has arrived here. The captain 

E icked up on the 2$ih uh., near VVaigatr, the members of the 
lutch l'olar Expedition steamer Vania , which foundered on 
July 34 in lat. 71, long. 63, The captain further mates that the 
Danish exploring vessel Dijmphna had been ice-bound in that 
region throughout the winter. All was however, well on board, 
■aiid the captain of the Dijmphna felt confident of getting into 
open water. The crew of the Varna , which left the Dijtnphna 
on the 1st ult., will be brought to Hainmerfcst by the steamer 
Noratnskjold . The Varna had on board the Dutch section of 
the International Polar Expedition. She left Amsterdam on 
July 5, 1882, bound for Dickson’s Harbour, at the mouth of the 
Venisei. The Danish Polar steamer Dijmphna, under command 
of Lieut. Hovgaard, left Copenhagen on July 18, 1882, alto 
bound for the Arctic Seas, and the Nordemkjold , Swedish ex¬ 
ploring steamer, left Tromso about July 3, 1882, bound for 
Novaya Zemlya. The Louise is a trading steamer which left 
Bremen of June 27 last, and Hammerfest on July 17, bound for 
the Venesei. 


ELECTRICAL UNITS 

*THE following is the Report (omitting the appendix) to the 
* A Lords of the Committee of Council on Education by the 
Committee of Advice 1 with respect to the International Congress 
for the Determination of Electrical Units to be held at Pans in 
October, 1883. 

The firbt International Electrical Exhibition was held in Paris 
during the mouths of August, September, and October, 1881, 
under the auspices of the French Government, who supplemented 
it by calling togeihera Congress of the leading scientific and 
practical electricians of all countries. England was represented 
by the following official delegates t— 

The Ambassador to France, Sir F. Abel, C.B.; F.R.S., Prof. 
W, G. Adams, F.R$., Lieut. R W. Ajistruiher, RE., Prof, 
VL E. Ayrton, F.K.S,, Prof. W. F. Barrett, Sir Charles 
Bright, M.I.C.E., Commissioner at the International Electrical 
Exhibition, Paris, Prof. Chrystal, F.K.S,, Mr. Latimer Clark, 
M.LC&, Prof. R B. Clifton, F. R.S., the Earl of Crawford 

1 The President of the Royal Society, the late Mr. W. Spotdswoode, was 
a mewtatf the Committee, but his illnew and death prevented his taking 
Raft kksproceedJtgs. 


and Balcarrea* F.K.S,, Couunfodoucr-Gener&l at the Inter¬ 
national Electrical Exhibition, Paris, Mr- W, Crookes, F.K.S., 
Mr, Warren de la Rue, D.C.L., F.R.S., Prof. ]. Dewar, 
F.KS., Prof. J. U Everett, F.K.S., Prof. G. Fitzgerald, 
F.R.S., Prof. G. Carey Foster, F.R.S., Dr. J. H. Gladstone, 
F.K.S., Mr. J, E. H. Gordon, Mr. E. Graves, Engineer-in- 
Chief, Postal Telegraphs, Dr. J. Hopkinson, F.K.S., Prof. 
Hughes, F.R.S., Commissioner at the International Electrical 
Exhibition, Paris, Prof. Fieeming Jenkin, F.K.S., Mr. I. F. 
Moulton, F.K.S., Mr, \V. H. Preece, F.R.S., Lord Rayleigh, 
F.R.S„ Sir W. Siemens, D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S., Prof. H. 
Smith, F.K.S., Mr. Willoughby Smith, Mr. C. E. Spagnoletii, 
Mr. W. Spottiswoode, D.C.L., LL.D., P.K.S., Mr. A. Stroh, 
Prof, P, G. Tail, F.R.S.E., Sir William Thomson, LUD, ( 
F.K.S., Prof. J. Tyndall, D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S., Mr. Crom¬ 
well Varley, F.R.S., Mr. C. V. Walker, Lieut.-Col. Webber, 
K.E., Commissioner at the International Electrical Exhibition, 
Paris. 

Many very important electrical questions were fully discussed, 
and a universal and international system of units for expressing 
(he results of electrical measurements and observations was 
determined upon. All parts of the globe being now connected 
together by a great network of telegraphy, constructed ami 
maintained by every civilised nation, it ha* become a matter of 
great commercial as w ell as scientific importance that uniformity 
should be introduced in modes of working, measuring, and 
observing throughout the world. The Pans Congress ot 1881 
lias laid the foundation of such a desirable result. 

The Congress of 1881 referred certain questions to a second 
Conference, held in the month of October, 1882. 

This second Conference was divided into three Sections (1 c* 
Commissions); the first dealing with “Electrical Units"; the 
second with “Earth Currents and Lightning Protectors" ; and 
the third with the question of “ A Standard of Light." 

Lord Rayleigh, Sir William Thomson, Prof. Carey Foster, 
Prof. Fieeming Jenkin, and Dr. Hopkinson were nominated as 
delegates from England, but Sir William Thomson was the only 
one present, and be devoted his time principally to the first 
question. 

First Commission, —The Electrical Congress of 1881 
adopted, as the fundamental system of units for scientific pur¬ 
poses, a system founded upon the employment of the Centimetre, 
the Giauime, and the Second as units of length, mass, and time 
re-pectively, and hence known as the C.G.S. system of units. 
The Congress «U»> defined, and adopted a nomenclature for, a 
system ol electrical standards of such magnitudes as 10 be as far 
as possible generally convenient f-r practical use, each practical 
standard being a decimal multiple or submultiplc of the corre¬ 
sponding C.G.S. unit 1 Of these standards, those to which 
reference is most frequently required arc the following, 
niimely :— 

The Ohm, defined as one thousand million C.G.S. units of 
electric resistance. 

The Volt, defined as one hundred million C.G.S. units or 
electromotive force. 

The Ampere, defined as one-tenth of a C.G.S. unit of electric 
current, being the current maintained by an electromotive force 
of one volt in a conductor of resistance one ohm. 

It was further agreed by the Congress that, with a view espe¬ 
cially to facility of reproduction, the resistance denoted by the 
ohm should be stated as being the resistance of a column ot 
mercury at the temperature of melting ice, of one square milli¬ 
metre in cross-section, and of a length to be ascertained by 
experiment. 

Accordingly the principal question referred to the first section 
of the Conference of 18S2 was the determination of the length 
of a column of mercury, of the above-mentioned cross-section 
and temperature, which had an electrical resistance of one thou¬ 
sand million C.G.S. units. In reference to this question the 
Conference adopted the following resolutions, namely:— 

First Resolution, — “ The Conference considers that the de¬ 
terminations hitherto made do not present the necessary degree of 
concordance for fixing the numerical value of the ohm in terms 
of a column of .mercury, 

1 It is satisfactory to your Committee to bo able to say that the C.O S, 
system of unite v as widely used among English physicists before its adop. 
tide by the Electrical Congress in 1SS1. it having been recommended by a 
Committee of the British Assoc La tiiil in *875; and also that the aysttw of 
practical standards adopted by the Congress is nearly identical whh that 
previously in ute in England and first suggested in a paper tv Mr 1 a fin-*** 
Clark and S r Charles bright read before the British At see iation in Man¬ 
chester in 1661. 
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“ It is therefore of opinion that it is necessary to continue 
investigations in relation to this question." 

Second Resolution .— 41 The Conference expresses the wish that 
the French Government should take the nece&s&ry measures for 
placing one or several standard resistances at the disposal of 
those men of science who are devoting themselves to the investi¬ 
gation of absolute units, in order to facilitate the comparison of 
results." 

Third Resolution .—“The Conference is of opinion that to 
soon as the results of the various investigations shall be so far 
accordant that it is possible to guarantee an accuracy of one part 
in a thousand, it will be proper to accept this degree of approxi¬ 
mation for the purpose of fixing the value of the practical stan¬ 
dard of resistance." 

Fourth Resolution .— n The Conference expresses the wish 
that the French Government may be pleastd to communicate to 
the Governments represented at the Conference a desire to the 
effect that each of them, in view of the importance and urgency 
of arriving at a practical solution, should take the necessary 
steps to encourage investigations, on the part of its own nation, 
in relation to the determination of the electrical units." 

Upon these resolutions your Committee have to observe that 
experiments made in the Cavendish laboratory of the University 
of Cambridge by Lord Rayleigh and other experimenters work¬ 
ing in conjunction with him, confirmed by iindependent experi¬ 
ments by different methods also made in the Cavendish labora¬ 
tory, appear to have attained a greater degree of accuracy than 
that agreed upon by the Conference as sufficient for present 
requirements. 

Your Committee are therefore of opinion that, so far as the 
determination of the standard of electrical resistance is con¬ 
cerned, it is unnecessary to advise the Government to take any 
steps in the matter until fur her researches raise fre h questions 
relating thereto, as the results obiained at Cambridge seem to 
possess all the accuracy obtainable .at present. 

In the Second Commission, which dealt with earih currents 
and lightning protectors, various n solutions were carried, which 
it w ill be convenient to deal with sef antfely. 

The first resolution proposed that the different Governments 
should organise regular observations upon the behaviour of 
atmospheric electricity. Jn reference to this your Committee 
understand that regular and continuous observations have been 
made for some years at Greenwich and at Kew, and without 
further and more detailed recommendations on the part of the 
Congress as to the special observations they propose, your Com¬ 
mittee are not in a position to recommend any further steps to 
be taken by the Government. 

The second resolution expressed the wish that a detailed study 
should be made of the effects of thunderstorms upon telegraphic 
lines and telephonic lines, and upon buildings connected with 
wires. 

In regard to this your Committee have nothing to advise until 
the Commission have formulated their requirements in more 
detail; when this has been done, it is under tood from the dele¬ 
gates of the Post^ Office that the fullest consideration will be 
given to the matter, with a view to afford every assistance in the 
power of that department. 

The third resolution dealt with the question of the observation 
of earth currents. Your Committee would observe that con¬ 
tinuous records are made by photography at Greenwich of all 
earth currents occurring upon two telegraphic lines proceeding 
from the Observatory nearly at right angles to each other ; ana 
careful returns ore collected from all the princij^al Post Offices 
in the United Kingdom of every unusual and disturbing mag¬ 
netic storm ; and they recommend that a description of the 
methods employed in this country, which, with notes bearing on 
the subject, is appended, be submitted to the Congress, with the 
view to their universal adoption, if approved, in order that 
similar observations may be carried out throughout the world. 
Your Committee at the same tir e are of opinion that, with a 
view to meet the wishes of the Congress, some effort might he 
made to secure observations on Sundays op those telegraphic 
lines where the staff i* necessarily present, but where the number 
of messages sent is very small. 

The fourth resolution suggests the establishment of an 
international network of telegraph wires fur the purpose of 
automatically registering at a central station meteorological 
changes. 

In view of the great expense that would be incurred in 
establishing a system of wires for automatically recording tele- 
meteorographical observations, your Committee concur widi the 


Congress in considering the time has not arrived for adapting 
that proporal. 

The fifth resolution expresses the view that lightning pro¬ 
tectors and conductors should everywhere be submitted to a 
periodical inspection. 

This recommendation is at present carried out by the War 
Office In connection with the buildings under its charge, and the 
subject bos been considered by a Committee of Delegates from 
the Society of Telegraph Engineers, the Physical and Meteoro 
logical Societies, and the Institute of British Architects. There 
is not in England any authority legally competent to discharge 
the duty as far as the general public is concerned, and it In 
therefore impossible in England to carry out this proposal in its 
entirety; but the Committee concur in the advisability of 
adopting that course where it is found possible to do so. 

The rixth resolution implies that the returns of storms and 
their effects upon buildings and telegraphic lines should be sub¬ 
ject to statistical examination. 

Your Committee consider that the observations necessary for 
ascertaining the effects of lightning other than on telegraph 
wires cannot be carried out* by the Government, owing to the 
non-existence of a competent staff throughout the Kingdom and 
that such observations must of necessity be left to private ob¬ 
servers. Your Committee recommend, however, that the 
Meteorological Office be supplied with forms of questions such 
as may be finally adopted by the Congress for distribution to 
meteorological observers throughout the United Kingdom. The 
information desired by the Congress would, it is hoped, thus be 
obtained. 

With reference to the effect of lightning on telegraph lines, 
the delegates of the Post Office who attended the meeting of the 
Committee stated that their department would be able to adopt 
any form of questions, on which returns could be made, finally 
proposed by the Congress. 

Your Committee recommend that the Government should 
procure ‘.uch adoption by the Post Office in the United King¬ 
dom, and should also use its influence to caure the same form to 
he adopted by the Indian and Colonial Administrations and by 
the various submarine and other telegraphic and telephonic 
companies at home and abroad. 

Third Commission. —This Commission dealt with the esta¬ 
blishment of a standard of li*bt by reference to which various 
electric and other lights could be measured. At the present 
moment there are two in existence: the one is the French Carcel 
Lamp, and the other is the English Standard Candle, the former 
being nearly ten times the latter. No belter standard was pro- 
proposed at the Conference. This question remains in abeyance 
for further investigation. 

Your Committee fully recognise the importance of the re¬ 
commendation to adopt a uniform standard of light. 

A Committee appointed by the British Association are now 
considering the question, and pending their Report your Com¬ 
mittee have at present no recommendations to make* 

It will be seen from this Report that there arc matters of high 
scientific and practical importance w'hicb will be brought before 
the approaching Congress, and your Committee are of opinion 
that England Should be represented, to bring the views above 
expressed before it, and to assist at its deliberations The value 
of the decisions at which the Congress may arrive depends 
mainly on its international character, and the non-representation 
of this country would be a serious blow to the authority of its 
utterance , and perhaps cause the same confusion in electxical 
science which now exists in others where international accord 
has not been established. 


(Signed) 


August 8, 1883 


W. G. Adams. 

K. Y. Armstrong, Maj. R.E. 
W. H. M. Christie. 


G. C. Foster. 

J. F, Moulton. 
Rayleigh. 

C. W. Siemens. 
G. G. Stokes. 

W. Thomson. 

E. Graves 
W. H. Preucr 

T.F.D, Donnelly* 
Cob R.E. , 
W. de W. Abney, 
Capt R.B, 


, thelpost 
Office. 

; representing 

the Science 

’ . and Art 
(Department. 
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SOME UNSOLVED PROBLEMS IN GEOLOGY 1 

JV/I Y predecessor in office remarked, in the opening of his ad- 
dress, that two courses are open to the retiring president of 
ihL As ociation in preparing the annual presidential discourse,— 
He may either take up some topic relating to his own specialty, 
or he may deal with various or general matters relating to science 
and its progress. A geologist, however, is not necessarily tied 
Up to one or the other alternative. Ilis subject covers the whole 
history of the earth in time. At the beginning it allies itself with 
astronomy and physics and celestial chemistry. At the end 
it runs into human history, and is mixed up with archaeology and 
anthropology. Throughout its whole course it has to deal with 
questions of meteorology, geography, and biology. In short, 
tnere is no department of physical or biological science with 
which geology is not allied, or at least on which the geologist 
may not presume to trespass. When, therefore, I announce as 
my subject on the present occasion some of the unsolved pro¬ 
blems of this univen-al science, you need not be surprised if I 
should be somewhat discursive. 

Perhaps I shall begin at the utmost limits of my subject by 
remarking that in matters of natural and physical science we are 
met at the outset with the scarcely solved question as to our own 
place in the nature which we study, and the bearing of this on 
the difficulties we encounter. The organism of man is decidedly 
a part of nature. We place ourselves, in this aspect, in the sub¬ 
kingdom vertebrata, and class mammalia, and recogni e the fact 
that man is the terminal link in a chain of being extending 
throughout geological time, ltut tbc organ^m is not all of man \ 
and, when we regard man a-> a scientific animal, we raise a new 
question. If the human mind is n part of nature, then it is 
subject to natural law ; and nature includes mind as well as 
matter. On the other hand, without bcin^ absolute idealist*, we 
may hold that mind is more potent than matter, and nearer to 
the real essence of things. Our science is in any case necessarily 
dualistic, being the product of the reaction of mind on nature, 
and must be largely subjective and anthrop nnorphic. Hence, 
no doubt, arbe much of the controversy of science, and much of 
the unsolved difficulty. We recognise this when we divide 
science into that which is experimental, or depends on apparatus, 
and that which is observational and classificatory,—distinctions, 
these, which relate not g) much to the objects of science a* to 
our methids of pursuing them. This view nbo opens up to us 
ihe thought that the domain of science is practicdly boundless ; 
for who can set limits to the action of mind on the universe, or 
of the universe on mind ? It follows that science must be 
limited on all sides by unsolved mysteries; and it will not serve 
any good purpose to meet these with clever gucs.se*. If we so 
treat the en'gmasof the sphinx Nature, we shall surely be devoured. 
Nov, on the other hand, must we collapse into absolute despair, 
and red^n ourselves to the confession of inevitable ignorance. 
It becomes u<s, rather, boldly to confront the imsdved questions 
of nature, and to wrestle with tbeir difficulties till we master such 
as we can, and cheerfully leave those we cannot overcome to be 
grappled with by our successors. 

Fortunately, as a geol>gis% I do not need to invite your 
attention to those transcendental questions which relate to the 
ultimate constitution of matter, the nature of the ethereal medium 
filling space, the absolute difference or identity of chemical 
elements, the cause of gravitation, the conservation and dissipa* 
tion of energy, the nature of life, or (he primary origin of 
bioplasmic matter, I may take the much more bumble rdle 
of an inquirer into the unsolved or partially solved problems 
which meet us in considering that short and imperfect record 
which geology studies in the rocky layers of the earth's crust, and 
which leach no farther back than to the time when a solid rind 
had already formed on the earth and was already covered with 
an ocean. This record of geology covers but a agnail part of the 
history of the earth and of the system to which it belongs, nor 
does it enter at all into the more recondite problems involved ; 
>till it forms, I believe, some necessary preparation, at least, to 
the comprehension of these* 

Wbatdowe know of the oldest and most primitive rocks? 
At this moment the question may be answered in many and dis¬ 
cordant ways ; yet the leading elements of the answer may 
I* given very simply. The oldest rock formation known to 

1 Address of the retiring president of the American Association for the 
AdvMWsment of Science,,Principal J. W. Dawtto n, LLD., F.R.S., at 
Minneapolis, August 15. 1885. Advance proofs of this and other 
add** we* to follow have been kindly sent us by the Editor of Srienct. 


geologists is the lower Laurentian, the fundamental gneiss, the 
Lewisian formation of Scotland, the Ottawa gneiss of Canada. 
This formation of enormous thickness corresponds t> what tbc 
older geologists called the fundamental granite,—a name not 
to be scouted, for gneiss is only a stratified granite. Perhaps 
the main fact in relation to this old rock is that it is a gneiss; 
that is, a rock at once bedded and cry-talline, and havin' for its 
dominant ingredient the numeral orthoclase,—a compound of 
silica, alumina, and potash,—in which are embedded, as in a 
paste, grains and crystals of quart/, and hornblende. We know 
very well, from its texture and composition, that it cannot lie a 
product of mere heat; and, being a bedded rock, we infer that 
it was laid down layer by layer, ‘in the manner of aqueous 
deposits. On the other hand, its chemical composition Is quite 
d fferent from that of the muds, sands, and gravels usually 
deposited from water. Their special characters are caused by 
the fact that they have resulted from the slow decay of rocks 
like the c e gneisses, under the operation of carbonic acid and 
water, whereby the alkaline matter and the more soluble part 
of the silica have been washed away, leaving a residue mainly 
siliceous and aluminous. Such more modem rocks tell of dry 
land subjected to atmospheric decay and rainwaTi. If they 
have any direct relation to the old gneisses, they are their grand- 
children, not their parents. On the contrary, the oldest gneisses 
show no pebble’, or sand, or limestone—nothing to indicate that 
there was then any land undergoing atmospheric waste, or shores 
with sand and gravel. For all that we know to the contrary, 
these old gneisses may have been deposited in a shoreless sea, 
holding in solnti m or suspension merely what It could derive 
from a submerged crust recently cooled from a state of fusion, 
rtill thin, and exuding here and there through its fissures heated 
waters and volcanic products. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that I have no confidence in the 
supposition of unlike composition of tire ranks mass on different 
sides, on which Dana has partly ba»cd his theory of the origin 
of c mtinents. The most probable conception seems to be that 
of Lyell; namely, a molten mass, uniform except in so far as 
denser material might exist towards its centre, and a crust, at 
first approximately even and homogeneous and subsequently 
thrown into great bending* upward and downward. Thi, 
uestion has recently been ably discussed by Mr. Crosby in tin* 
.ondon Geological Magazine} 

In short, the fundamental gneiss of the lower l.aurcntian may 
have been the first rock ever formed ; and in any ease it is a rock 
formed under conditions which have not Miiee recurred, except 
locally. It constitutes the first and best example of these 
chemico-physical, aqueous, or aqueo-igneous rocks, so character¬ 
istic of the earliest period of the earth's history. Viewed in 
this way, the lower Laurentian gneiss is probably the oldest kind 
of rock we shall ever know,—the limit to our backward pro¬ 
gress, beyond which there remains nothing to the geologist 
except physical hypotheses respecting a cooling, incandescent 
globe. For the chemical conditions of these primitive rocks, 
and what is known as to their probable origin, 1 must refer you 
to my friend Dr, Sterry Hunt, to whom we owe so much of 
what is known of the older crystalline rocks,* as well as of their 
literature and the questions which they raise. My purpose here 
is to sketch the remarkable difference which we meet as we 
a«cend into the middle and upper Laurentian. 

In the next succeeding formation, the true lower Taurcutian 
of Logan, the Grenville series of Canada, we meet with a great 
and significant change. It is true, we have still a predominance 
of gneisses which may have been formed in the same manner 
with those below them ; but we find these now associated with 
great beds of limestone and dolomite, which must have been 
Formed by the separation of calcium and maj{iierium carbonates 
from the sea water, cither by chemical precipitation or by the 
agency of living beings. We have alio quartzite, quartzose 
gneisses, and even pebble beds, which inform us of sand-banks 
and shores. Nay, more, we have beds containing graphite, which 
must be the residue of olants, and iron ores which tell of the 
deoxidation of iron oxide by organic matters. In short, here 
we have evidence of new factors in woiId-building,—of land and 
ocean, of atmospheric decay of rocks, of deoxidising processes 
carried on by vegetable life on the land and in the waters, of 
limestone-build big in the sea. To afford material for such rocks, 
the old Ottawa gneiss must have been lifted up into continents 
and mountain masses. Under the slow but sure action of the 
carbonic dioxide dissolved in rain water, i s felspar had crumbled 
* June, iBBfr * Ilum, * Essays on Chemical Geology/’ 
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down in the course of ages. Its potash, soda, lime, magnesia, 
mnd part of its silica, had been washed mto the sea, there to 
enter Into new combinations, and to form new deposits. The 
crumbling residue of fine clay And sand had been also washed 
down into the borders of thd ocean, and had been there de¬ 
posited in beds. 1 Thus the earth had entered into a new phase, 
which continues onward through the geological ages; and 1 
place in your hands one key for unlocking the mystery of the 
world when I affirm that this great change took place, this new 
era was inaugurated, in the midst of the Laurentian period. 

Was not this time a fit period for the first appearance of life ? 
Should we not expect it to appear, independently of the evidence 
we have of the fact ? I do not propose to enter here into that 
evidence, more especially in the case of the one well characterised 
Laurentian fossil, Eozoon tanadcnse. I have already amply 
illustrated it elsewhere. I would merely say here, that we should 
bear in mind that, in this later half of the lower laurentian or, 
if we so choose to style it, middle Laurentian period, we have 
the conditions required for life in the sea and on the land ; and 
since in other periods we know that life was always present 
when its conditions were present, it is not unreasonable to look 
for the first traces of life in this formation, in which we find for 
the first time the completion of those physical arrangements 
which make life, in such forms of it as exist on our planet, 
possible. 

This is also a proper place to say something of the doctrine 
of what is termed “metamorphi^^n. , ' The Laurentian rocks are 
undoubtedly greatly changed from their original i tate, more 
-especially in the matters of crystallisation and the formation of 
disseminated minerals by the action of heat and heated water. 
Sandstones have thus passed into quartzites, clays into slates and 
schists, limestones into marbles. So far, metamorphism is not 
ft doubtful question ; but, when theories of metamorphism go 
so far as to suppose an actual change of one element for another, 
they go beyond the bounds of chemical credibility ; yet such 
theories of metamorphism are often boldly advanced, and made 
the basis of important conclusions. Dr, Hunt has happily given 
the name “metasomatosis ” to this imaginary and impossible 
kind of metamorphism, which may be regarded as an extreme 
kind of evolution, akin to some of those forms of that theory 
employed with reference to life, but more easily detected and 
exposed. I would have it to be understood that, in speaking 
of the metamorphi m of the older crystalline rocks, it is not to 
this mctasomatosL that I refer, and that I hold that rocks which 
have been produced out of the materials decomposed by atmo¬ 
spheric erosion can never, by any process of metamorphism, be 
restored to the precise condition of the Laurentian rocks. Thus 
there is in the older formations a genealogy of rocks, which, in 
the absence of fossils, may be used with some confidence, but 
which docs not apply to the more modem dej»OMts, Still, 
Jv thing in geology absolutely perishes or is altogether discon¬ 
tinued ; and it is probable, that, down to the present day, the 
causes which produced the old Laurentian gneiss may still operate 
m limited localities. Then, however, they were general, not 
exceptional. It is further to be observed that the term “gneiss" 
is sometimes of wide and even loose application. Beside the 
typical orthoclnse and hornblendic gneiss of the Laurentian, 
there are micaceous, quartzose, gametiferous, and many other 
kindsof gneiss ; and even gneissoae rocks, which hold labradorite 
or anortnite instead of orihoclase, arc sometimes, though not 
accurately, included in the term. 

The Grenville series, or middle Laurentian, is succeeded by 
what Logan in Canada called the upper Laurentian, and whicn 
other geologists have called the Norite or NorUn series. Here 
we still have our old friends the gneisses, but somewhat peculiar 
in type; and associated with them are great beds rich lit lime- 
felspar,—the so-called labradorite and anorthite rocks. The 
precise origin of these is uncertain, but this much seems clear ; 
namely* that they originated in circumstances in which the great 
limestones deposited in the lower or middle Laurentian were 
beginning to be employed in the manufacture, probably by 
aqueodgneous agencies, of lime-felspars. This proves the Norian 
rocks to be much younger than the Lmfrentian, and that, as 
Logan supposed, considerable earth-movements had occurred 
between the two, implying lapse of time. 

Next we have the Huronian of Logan,—a scries much less 
crystalline and more fragmentary, and affording more evidence 
of land elevation and atmospheric and aqueous erosion than any 

* Dr. Hunt has now in preparation for the pros on important paper on this 
^subject, read before the N ational Academy of Sciences. 


of the others. It has great conglomerates, some of them made 
up of rounded pebbles of Laurentian rooks, and others of 
quartz pebbles, which must have been the remains of rocks 
subjected to very perfect erosion. The pure quarts rocks tell 
the same tale, while limestones and slates speak also of chemical 
separation of the materials of older rocks. The Httrontak 
evidently tells of movements 4 n the previous Laurentian, mad 
changes ra its texture so great, that the former mi j be regarded 
as a comparatively modern rock, though vastly older than *rtty 
part of the palaeozoic series. 

Still later than the Huronian is the great micaceous series 
called by Hunt the Mont Alban or White Mountain group, and 
the Taconian or lower Taconic of Emmons, which recalls in 
some measure the conditions of the Huronian. The precise 
relations of these to the later formations, and to certain dembtfal 
deposits around Lake Superior, can scarcely be said to be settled, 
though it would seem that they ore all older than die fossiliferous 
Cambrian rocks which practically constitute the base of the 

r laeoioic. I have, I may say, satisfied myself, in regions which 
have studied, of the existence and order of these rocks as 
successive formations, though I would not dogmatise as to the 
precise relations of those last mentioned, or as to the precise age 
of some disputed formations which may either be of the age of 
the older eozoic formations, or may be peculiar kinds of palaeozoic 
rocks modified by metamorphism. Probably neither of the 
extreme views now agitated is absolutely correct. 

After what has been said, you will perhaps not be astonished 
that a great geological battle rages over the old crystalline rocks. 
By some geologists they are almost entirely explained away, or 
referred to igneous action or to the alteration of ordinary sedi* 
ments. Under the treatment of another school, they grow to 
great scries of pre-Cambrian rocks, constituting va-t systems of 
formations, distinguishable from each other, not by fossils, but 
by differences of mineral character. I have already indicated 
the manner in which l believe the dispute will ultimately be 
settled, and the president of the geological section will treat it 
more fully in bis opening address. 

After the solitary appearance of Eozoon in the Laurentian, 
and of a few uncertain forms in the Huronian and Taconian, we 
find ourselves in the Cambrian, in the presence of a nearly 
complete invertebrate fauna of protozoa, polyp q echinoderms, 
molluskfl, and Crustacea; and this not confined to one locality 
merely, hut apj areally extended simultaneously throughout the 
ocean. This sudden incoming of animal life, along with the 
subsequent introduction of successive groups of invertebrate*, 
and finally of vertebrate animals, furnishes one of the greatest 
of the unsolved problems of geology, which geologists were wont 
to settle by the supposition of successive creations. ^ In an 
address delivered at the Detroit meeting of the Association in 
1875, I endeavoured to set forth the facts as to this succession, 
and the general principles involved in it, and to show the 
insufficiency of the theories of evolution suggested by biologists 
to give any substantial aid to the geologist in these questions. 
In looking again at the points there set forth, I find they have 
not been invalidated by subsequent discoveries, and that we ate 
still nearly in the same position with respect to these great 
questions that we were in at that time,—a singular proof of the 
impotency of that deductive method of reasoning which has 
become fashionable among naturalists of late. Yet the discus¬ 
sions of recent years have thrown some additional light on theie 
matters ; and none more so thau the mUd disclaimers with which 
my friend Dr. Asa Gray and other moderate and scientific 
evolutionists have met the extreme views of such men as 
Romanes, Haeckel, Lubbock* and Grant Allen. It may he 
useful to note some of these as shedding a little light on this 
dark corner of our unsolved problems. 

It has been urged, on the side of rational evolution, that 
this hypothesis does not profess to give an explanation of the 
absolute origin of life on our planet, or even of the Original 
organisation of a single cell or 01 a simple mass of protoplasm* 
living or dead. ALt experimental attempts to produce by 
synthesis the complex albuminous substances, or to obtain the 
living from the non living, have so fat been fruitless; and, 
indeed, we cannot imagine any process by which such changes 
could be effected. That they nave been effected we knovr; but 
the process employed by then: maker is still as mysterious to u* 
as it probably was to him who wrote the words, “ And God stdd f 
Let the waters swarm with. 1 warmers." How vast fa the gap m 
our knowledge and our practical power implied in this admission, 
which must, however* be. made by every mind not absolutely 
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blinded by * superstitious belief in those forms of words which 
too often pass current as philosophy* 

But if we are content to start with a number of organisms 
ready made,—a somewhat humiliating start, however,—we still 
have to ask, How do these vary so as to give new species ? It 
a singular illusion in this matter, of men who profess to be 
believers in natural law, that variation may be boundless^ aimless, 
and fortuitous, and that it is by spontaneous selection from 
varieties thus produced that development arises. But surely 
the supposition of mere chance and magic is unworthy of science* 
Varieties must have causes, and their cain.es and their effects 
must be regulated by some law or laws. Now, it is easy to see 
that they cannot be caused by a mere innate tendency in the 
organism itself. Every organism is so nicely equilibrated, that 
it has no such spontaneous tendency, except within the limits set 
by its growth and the law of its periodical dunces. There may 
however, be equilibrium more or less stable. 1 believe all 
Attempts hitherto made have failed to account for the fixity of 
certain, nay, of very many, types throughout geological time ; but 
the mere consideration that one may be in a more stable state of 
equilibrium than another so far explains it. A rocking stone has 
no more spontaneous tendency to move than an ordinary b mldcr, 
but it may lie made to move w ith a touch. So it probably is 
with organisms, Bui, if so, then the causes of variation are 
external, as in many cases we actually know them to be; and 
they must depend on instability or change in surroundings, and 
this bo arranged as not to be too extreme in amount, and to 
operate in sum determinate direction. Observe how remarkable 
the unity of the adjustments involved m such a supposition. How 
superior they must be to our rude and always more or less 
Unsuccessful attempts to produce and carry forward varieties and 
races in definite directions ! This cannot be chance. If it 
exists it must depend on plain deeply laid in the nature of 
things, ebe it would be most monstrous magic and causeless 
miracle. Still more certain is this conclusion when we consider 
the vast ami orderly succession made known to us by geology, 
and which must have been regulated by fixed laws, only a few 
of which arc as yet known to us. 

Beyond these general considerations, we have others of a more 
special character, based on palaeontological fads, which show 
how imperfect are our attempts, as yd, to reach the true causes 
of the introduction of genera and species. 

One is the remarkable fixity of the leading types of living 
beings in geological time, if instead of framing, like Haeckel, 
fanciful phytogenies, we take the trouble, with Barrande and 
G&udry, to trace the form* of life through the period of their 
existence, each along its own line, we snail be greatly struck 
with this, and especially with the continuous existence of many 
low types of life through vicissitudes of physical conditions of 
the moat stupendous character, and over a lapse of lime scarcely 
conceivable. What is still more remarkable is, that this holds 
in groups which, within certain limits, are perhaps the most 
variable of all* In the present world 110 creatures arc individu¬ 
ally more variable than the protozoa ; as, for example, the 
furauunifera and the sponges. Yet these groups are fundament¬ 
ally the same from the beginning of the palaeozoic until now ; 
and modern species seem scarcely at all to differ from specimens 
procured from rocks at least half way back to the beginning of 
pur geological record. If wt suppose that the present sponges 
And foraminifer* are the descendants of those of the Silurian 
period, we can affirm, that, in all that vast lapse of time, they 
luve, on the whole, made little greater change than that which 
piay be observed in variable forms at present. The same remark 
applies to other low animal famps. In forms somewhat higher 
find less variable, this is equally noteworthy. The pattern of 
the xenatinn of the wings of cockroaches, and the structure and 
foyiu of Un&*snaiK gaily-worms, and decapod crustaceans, were 
all settled in the Carboniferous age in a way that stilt remains. 
So were the foliage and the fructification of club-mosses ami 
ferns. If at any time members of these groups branched off, so 
as to lay the foundation of new specie*, this must have been a 
very rare ami exceptional occurrence, and one demanding even 
Bom*suspension of the ordinary laws of nature. 

Certain recent utterances of eminent scientific men In England 
and France are most instructive with reference to the difficulties 
Which encompass this subject. Huxley, at present the leader of 
English evolutionist*, is hie “Rede Lecture ” 1 ‘delivered at 
Cambridge, England, holds that them are only two “possible 
alternative hypotheses*’ as to the Origin of specie*,—(i) that of 
1 ftaport in N Anuta, June »x (p. 187), corrected by the author. 


“construction,” or the mechanical putting-together of the 
material* and parts of each new species separately; and (2) that of 
“ evolution, 11 or that one form of life “ proceeded from another” 
by the “establishment of small successive differences.” After 
comparing these modes, much to the disadvantage of the first, 
he concludes wiih the statement that “ this wag his ca*e for 
evolution, which he rested wholly on arguments of the kind he 
had adduced j ” these arguments being the threadbare false 
analogy of ordinary reproduction and the transformation of 
species, and the mere succession of forms more or less similar 
in geological time, neither of them having any bearing whatever 
on the origin of any species or on the cause of the observed 
succession. With reference to the two alternatives, while it is 
true that no certain evidence has yet been obtained—cither by 
experiment, observation, or sound induction—as to the mode of 
origin of any species, enough is known to show tba f there are 
numerous possible methods, grouped usually under the heads of 
absolute creation, mediate creation, critical evolution, and gradual 
evolution. It is alwo true that almost the only thing we certainly 
know in the matter is that the differences characteristic of classes, 
order®, genera, and species, must have arisen, not In one or two, 
but in many ways. An instructive commentary on the capacity 
of our age to deal u ith these great questions is afforded by the 
fact that this little piece of clever mental gymnastics should have 
been practised in a university lecture and in prestince of an 
educated audience. It is also deserving of notice, thit, though 
the lecturer takes the development of the Nautili and their allies 
as his principal illustration, he evidently attaches no weight to 
the argument in the opposite ‘-ense deduced by Barrande—the 
man of all others nio^t profoundly acquainted wi'h these animals 
—from (he pahcozoic cephalopoda. 

Another example is afforded by a lecture recently delivered 
at the Royal Institution in London by Professor Flower. 1 The 
subject is “The Whales, Past and Present, a d their Probable 
Origin.” The latter point, as is well known, CJaudry had 
candidly given up. “We have questioned,” he says, “these 
strange and gigantic sovereigns of the tertiary ocean- as to their 
ancestors,—they leave us without reply.” Flower is bold enough 
to face this problem ; and he does so in a fair and vigorous way, 
though limiting himself to the supposition of slow and gradual 
change. He gives up at once, as every anatomist must, the idea 
of an origin from fishes or reptiles. He thinks the ancestors of 
the whales must have been quadrupedal mammals. He is obliged 
for good reasons to reject the i-eals and the otters, and turns to 
the ungulates, though here, also, the difficulties are formidable. 
Finally he has recourse to an imaginary ancestor, supposed to 
have haunted marshes and rivers of the mesozoic age, and to 
have been intermediate between a hippopotamus and a dolphin* 
and omnivorous in diet. As this animal is altogether unknown 
to geology or zoology, and not much leSvS difficult to account for 
thaq the whales themselves, he very properly add-, “ Please to 
recollect, however, that this is a mere speculation.” He trusts, 
however, that such speculations are “not without thrir use” ; 
but this will depend upon whether or not they lead men’s minds 
from the path of legitimate science into the quicksands of 
bafcelest conjecture. 

Gaudry, in Ids recent work, “ Enchatneinents du Monde 
Animal,” 8 though a strong advocate of evolution, is obliged in 
his final rhumi to say, “ 11 ne laisse point jwreer Je inystorc qui 
entoure le developpement primitif des grandes clas-es du monde 
animaL Nul homme ne salt comment out t'£ formas les premiers 
individus do faratniniteres, de polypes, d’&olles de mer, de 
crinoides, &c. Les fossiles primaires ne nous ont pas encore 
fourni de preuves positives du passage des animaux d une clause 
it ceux d’une autre classe.” 

Professor Williamson of Manchester, in an address delivered 
in February last before the Royal Institution of Great Britain, 
after showing that the conifers, ferns, and lycopod* of the palaeo¬ 
zoic have no known ancestry, uses the significant words, “The 
time has not yet arrived for the appointment of a botanical king- 
nt-arms and constructor of pedigrees.” 

Another caution which a palaeontologist bos occa ion to give 
with regard to theories of life has reference to the tendency of 
biologists to infer that animals and plants were introduced under 
embryonic forms, and at first in few and imperfect species. 
Facts do not substantiate tim. The first appearance of leading 
types of life is rarely embryonic. On the contrary, they o'teni 
appear in highly perfect and specialised forms; often, however, 
or composite type, and expressing characters afterwards k>. 

* Reported in Natitho. * Paris, 1883. 
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separated a? to belong to higher groups. The triiobites of the 
Cambrian are some of them of few segments* and, so far, 
embryonic ; but the greater part are many-segmented, and very 
complex. The batrachians of the carboniferous present many 
characters higher than those of tlyir modern successors, and now 
appropriated to the true reptiles, The reptiles of the Permian 
and trias usurped some of the prerogatives of the mammals. 
The ferns, lycopods, and eqnisetums of the Devonian and car¬ 
boniferous were, to say the least, not inferior to their modern 
representatives. The shell-bearing cephalopoda of the pakeozric 
would seem to have possessed structures now special to a higher 
group, that of the cuttle-fishes. The bald and contemptuous 
negation of these facts by Haeckel and other biologists does not 
tend to give geologists much confidence in their dicta. 

Again : we are now prepared to say that the struggle for 
existence, however plan ible as a theory, when put before us in 
connection with the productiveness of animals, and the few sur¬ 
vivors of their multitudinous progeny, has not been the deter¬ 
mining cause of the introduction of new species. The periods 
of rap d introduction of new forma of marine life were not 
periods of struggle but of expansion,—those periods in which 
the submergence of continents afforded new and large space for 
their extension and comfortable subsistence. In like manner 
it was continental emergence that afforded the opportunity for 
the introduction of land animals and plants. Further, in con* 
nection with this, it is now an established conclusion thit the 
great aggressive faunas and floras of the continents have originated 
m the north, some of them within the Arctic circle ; and this in 
periods of exceptional warmth, when the perpetual summer sun¬ 
shine of the Arctic regions coexisted with ft warm temperature. 
The testimony of the rocks thus is, that not struggle, but expan¬ 
sion, furnished the requisite conditions for new forms of life, 
and that the periods of struggle were characterised by depaupera¬ 
tion and extinction. 

But we are sometime < told that organisms are merely 
mechanical, and that the discussions respecting their origin have 
no significance, any more than if they related to rocks or crystals, 
because they relate merely to the organism considered as a 
machine, and not to that which may be supposed to be more 
important, namely, the great determining power of mind and 
will. That this is a mere evasion, by which we really gam 
nothing, will appear from a characteristic extract from an article by 
an eminent biologist, in the new edition of the “ Encyclopedia 
Britannica,”—a publication which, I am sorry to say, in-tead of 
its proper rdle as a repertory of facts, has become a strong 
partisan, stating extreme and unproved speculations as if they 
were conclusions of science. The statement reterred to is as 
follows : ** A mass of living protoplasm is simply a molecular 
machine of great complexity, the total results of the working of 
which, or its vital phenomena, depend on the one hand on its 
construction, and, on the other, on the energy sup'lied to it; 
and to speak of vitality as anything but the name for a aeries 
of operations is as if one should talk of the horologity of a 
clock.” It would, I think, scarcely be possible to put into the 
varne number of words a greater amount of unscientific assumption 
and unproved statement than in this sentence. Is "living proto¬ 
plasm ’ different in any way from dead protoplasm, and, if so, 
what causes the difference ? What is a "machine”? (Jan we 
conceive of a self-produced or uncaused machine, or one not 
intended to work out some definite results? The results of the 
machine in question are .said to be 44 vital phenomena;” certainly 
most wonderful results, and greater than those of any machine 
man has yet been able to construct. But why 14 vital”? If there 
is no such thing as life, surely they are merely physical results. 
Can mechanical causes produce other than physical effects? To 
Aristotle, life was 4 'the cause of form in organisms.” Is not 
this quite as likely to be true as the converse proposition? If 
the vital phenomena depend on the "construction ” of the 
machine, and the "energy supplied to it,” whence this construc¬ 
tion, and whence this energy ? The illustration of the clock does 
not help us to answer this question. The construction of the 
clock depends on its maker, and its energy is derived from the 
hand that winds it up. If we can think of a clodk which no one 
has made and which no one winds, a clock constructed by chance, 
set in harmony with the universe by chance, wound up periodic¬ 
ally by chance,—we shall then have an idea parallel to that of 
an organism living, yet without any vital energy or creative law ; 
but in such a case we should certainly have to assume some ante¬ 
cedent cause, whether we call it " horologity " or by some other 
name. Perhaps the term "evolution” would serve as well as 


any other, were it not that common sense teaches that nothing 
can be spontaneously evolved out of that in vyhich it did not 
previously exist. 

There is one other unsolved problem, in the study of life by 
the geologist, to which it is still necessary to advert. This fs 
the inability of palaeontology to fill up the gaps in the chain of 
being. In this respect, we are constantly taunted with the 
imperfection of the record ; but facts show that this is much more 
complete than is generally supposed. Over long periods of 
time and many lines of being we have a nearly continuous 
chain ; and, if this does n jt show the tendency desired, the 
fault is as likely to be in the theory as in the record. On the 
other hand, the abrupt and simultaneous appearance of nhw 
types in many specific and generic forms, and over wide and 
separate areas at one and the same time, is too often repeated to 
be accidental. Hence palaeontologists, in endeavouring to 
establish evolution, have been obliged to assume periods of 
exceptional activity in the introduction of species alternating 
with others of stagnation,—a doctrine differing very little from 
that of special creation as held by the older geologists. 

The attempt has lately been made to account for these breaks 
by the assumption that the geological record relates only to 
periods of submergence, and gives na information as to those of 
elevation. This is manifestly untrue. In so far as marine life 
is concerned, the periods of submergence are those in which 
new forms abound for very obvious reasons already hinted. 
But the periods of new forms of land and fresh-water life are 
those of elevation, and th ;se have their own records and monu¬ 
ments, often very rich and ample ; as, for example, the swamps 
of the carboniferous, the transition from the cretaceous 
subsidence to the Laramie elevation, the tertiary lake-barins of 
the west, the terraces and raised beaches of the pleistocene. Had 
I time to refer in detail to the breaks in the continuity of life 
which cannot be explained by the imperfection of the record, I 
could show at least that nature, in this case, does advance fer 
saltum ,—by lesps, rather than by a slow continuous process. 
Many able reasoners, as Le Conte in this country, and Mivart and 
Collard in England, hold this view. 

Here, as elsewhere, a vast amount of steady conscientious 
work is required to enable us to solve the problems of the history 
of life. But, if so, the more the hope for the patient student and 
investigator. I know nothing more chilling to research, or 
unfavourable to progress, than the promulgation of a dogmatic 
decision ihat there is nothing to be learned but a merely fortuitous 
and uncaused succession, amenable to no law, and only to be 
covered, in order to hide its shapeless anti uncertain proportions, 
by the mantle of bold and gratuitous hypothesis. 

So soon as we find evidence of continents and oceans, we 
raise the question, 44 Have these continents exited from the first 
in their present position and form, or have the land and water 
changed places in the course of geological time?” In reality 
both statements are true in a certain limited sense. On the 
one hand, any geological map whatever suffices to show that Ibe 
general outline of the existing land began to be formed in tne 
first and oldest crumplings of the crust. On the other hand, thb 
greater pirt of the surface -of the land consists of marine sedi¬ 
ments which must have been derived from land that has perished 
in the process, while all the continental surfaces, except, perhaps 
some high peaks and ridges, have been many times submerged. 
Both of these apparently contradictory statements are true j and, 
without assuming both, it is impossible to explain the existing 
contours and reliefs of the surface. 

In the case of North America, the form of the'old nucleus 
of Laurenrian rock in the north already marks out that of the 
finished continent, and the successive later formations have been 
laid upon the edges of this, like the successive loads of em th 
dumped over an embankment. But in order to give the great 
thickness of the palseoxoic sediments, the land must have been 
again and again submerged, and for long periods of dm**. 
Thus, in one sense, the continents have been fixed ; in another, 
they have been constantly^! actuating. Hall and Dana have well 
illustrated these points in so far as,eastern North America is 
concerned. Professor Hull of the Geological Survey of Ireland 
has recently had the boldness to reduce the fluctuations of land 
and water, as evidenced in the British Islands, to the form of 
a series of maps intended to show the physical geography of 
each successive period. The attempt is probably premature, and 
has been met with much adverse criticism; but there can be no 
doubt that it has an element of truth. When we attempt to 
calculate what could have been supplied from the old eoaoic 
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nucleus by decay and aqueous erosion, and when we take into 
account the greater local thickness of sediments towards the 
present sea-basins, we can scarcely avoid the conclusion that 
ttttmuive areas once occupied by high land are now under the 
sea. But to ascertain the precise areas and position of these 
perished lands may now be impossible. 

In point of fact, we arc obliged to believe in the contempora¬ 
neous existence in all geological periods, except perhaps the 
very oldest, of three sorts of areas on the surface of the earth : 
I. Oceanic areas of deep sea, which must always have occupied 
the bed of the present ocean, or parts of it; 2. Continental 
plateaus, sometimes existing as low flats or as higher tableland", 
and sometimes submerged ; 3. Areas of plication or folding, 
more especially along the borders of the oceans, forming elevated 
lands rarely submerged, and constantly affording the material of 
sedimentary accumulations. 

Every geologist knows the contention which has been 
occasioned by the attempts to correlate the earlier palscozoic 
deposits of the Atlantic margin of North America with those 
forming at the same time on the interior plateau, and with those 
of intervening lines of plication and igneous disturbance. 
Stratigraphy, lithology, and fossils are all more or less at fault 
in dealing with these questions ; and, while the general nature of 
the problem is understood by many geologists, its solution in 
particular cases is still a source of apparently endless debate. 

The causes and mode of operation of the great movements of 
the earth's crust which have produced mountains, plains, and 
tableland^, arc still involved in some mystery. One patent cause 
is the unequal settling of the crust towards the centre ; but it is 
not so generally understood as it should be that the greater 
settlement of the ocean bed has necessitated its pressure against 
the aides of the continents in the same manner that a huge ice¬ 
floe crushes a ship or a pier. The geological map of North 
America shows this at a glance, and impresses us with the fact 
that large portions of the earth’s crust have not only been folded, 
but bodily pushed back for great distances. On looking at the 
extreme north, we see that the great Laurentian mass of central 
Newfoundland has acted as a protecting pier to the space 
immediately we*t of it, and has cause i the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
to remain an undisturbed area since palaeozoic times. Immediately 
to the south of this, Nova Scotia and New Brunsw ick are folded 
back. Still farther south, as Guyot has show n, the old sediments 
have been crushed in sharp folds against the Adirondack mass, 
which has sheltered the tableland of the Catskills and of the 
Great Lakes. South of this again, the rocks of Pennsylvania 
and Maryland have been driven back in a great curve to the 
west Nothing, I think, can more forcibly show the enormous 
pressure to which the edges of the continents have been exposed, 
and at the same time the peat sinking of the ocean tads. Com¬ 
plex and difficult to calculate though the>e movements of plica¬ 
tion are, they are more intelligible than the apparently regular 
pulsations of the flat continental areas, whereby they have 
alternately been below and above the waters, and which must 
have depended on somewhat regular recurring causes, connected 
either with the secular cooling of the earth, or with the gradual 
retardation of its rotation, or with both. Throughout these 
changes, each successive elevation exposed the rocks for long 
age$ to the decomposing influence of the atmosphere. Each 
submergence swept away, and deposited as sediment, the material 
accumulated by decay. Every change of elevation was accom¬ 
panied with changes of dimate and with modifleations of the 
habitats of animals and plants. Were it possible to restore ac¬ 
curately the physical geography of the earth in all these respectq 
for each geological period, the data for the solution of many 
difficult questions would be furnished. 

It is an unfortunate circumstance that conclusions in geology 
arrived at by the most careful observation and induction do not 
remain undisturbed, but require constant vigilance to prevent 
them from being overthrown. Sometimes, of course, this arises 
from new discoveries throwing new light on old facts j but when 
this occurs It rarely works the complete subversion of previously 
received views. The more usual case is, that some over-seal ju* 
specialist suddenly discovers what seems to him to overturn all 
previous beliefs, and rushes Into print with a new and plausible 
theory, which at once carries with him a host of half-in- 
formed people, but the insufficiency of which is speedily made 
Bfonifest, 

Had I written this address a few years ago, X might have 
referred to the mode of formation of coal as one of the things 
most surely settled and understood. The labours of many 


eminent geologists, microscopists and chemists in the Old and 
the Now Worlds had shown that coal nearly always rests upon 
old soil surfaces penetrated with roots, and that coal-beds have in 
their roofs erect trees, the remains of the last forests that grew 
upon them. Lcgan and I have illustrated this in the cote of the 
series of more than sixty successive coal-beds exposed at^the 
South Joggins, and have shown unequivocal evidence of land- 
surface* at the time of the deposition of the coal. Microscopical 
examination has proved that these coals are composed of the 
materials of the same trees whose roots are found in the under- 
cfay«, and their steins a d leaves in the roof shales ; that much 
of the material of the coal has teen subjected to mb-aeriid decay 
at the time of its accumulation ; and that, in this, ordinary coni 
differs from bituminous shale, earthy bitumen, and some kinds 
of cannel, which have been formed under water ; that the matter 
remaining as coal consists almost entirely of epidermal tissues, 
which, being suberose in character, are highly carbonaceous, very 
durable, and impermeable by water, 1 and are hence the best 
fitted for the production of pure coal ; and finally that the 
vegetation and the climatal and geographical features of the 
coal period were eminently fitted to produce in the vast swamp* 
of that period precisely the effect* observed. All these points 
and many others have been thoroughly worked out for bolh 
European and American coal-fields, and seemed to leave no 
doubt on the subject. But several year* ago certain microscopists 
observed on slices of coal layers filled with spore-cases,—a not 
unusual circumstance, since these were shed in vast abundance by 
the trees of the coal forest"', and because they contain subero>e 
matter of the same character with epidermal tissues generally 
Immediately we were informed that all coal consist s of spores; and, 
this being at once accepted by the unthinking, the results of the 
labours of many years are thrown aside in favour of this crude 
and partial theory. A little later, a German microscopist ha* 
thought proper to describe coal as made up of minute algae, and 
tries to reconcile this view with the appearances, devising at the 
same time a new and formidable nomenclature of generic and 
specific names, which would seem largely to represent mere 
fragment* of tissues. Still later, some local facts in a French 
coal-field have induced an eminent botanist of that country 
revive the drift theory of coal, in opposition to that of growth rtf 
situ . A year or two ago, when my friend Professor Williamson 
of Manchester imformed me that he was preparing a large series 
of slices of coal with the view of revising the whole subject, I was 
inclined to say that, after what had been done by Lyell, Gocppert, 
Logan, Hunt, Newberry, and myself, this was scarcely neces¬ 
sary ; but, in view of what I have just stated, it may be that all he 
can do will be required to rescue from total ruin the results of 
our labours. 

An illustration of a different character is afforded by the 
controversy now raging with respect to the so-called fucoids of 
tha ancient rocks. At one time the group of fucoids, or algee, 
constituted a general place of refuge for all sorts of unintelligible 
forms and markings ; graptolites, worm-trails, crustacean tracks, 
shrinkage-cracks, and, above all, rill-marking-, forming a 
heterogeneous group of fucoidal remains distinguished by generic 
and specific names. To these were also added some true land- 
plants badly preserved, or exhibiting structures not well under¬ 
stood by botanists. Such a group was sure to be eventually 
dismembered. The writer has himself done' something toward 
this,* but Professor Nathortd has done still more; s and now 
some intelligible explanation can be given of many of these forms. 
Quite recently, however, the Count de Saporta in an elaborate 
illustrated memoir, 4 has come to the defence of the fucoids, more 
especially against the destructive experiments of Nathorst, and 
would carry back into the vegetable kingdom many things which 
would seem to be mere trails of animals. While writing this 
address I have received from Professor Crte of Hermes a paper 
in which he not only supports the algal nature of Ru ichnites, 
Arthrichnites, and many other supposed fucoids, but claims for 
the vegetable kingdom even Receptaeulites and Arcbeeocyatbus. 
It is not to be denied that some of the facts which he cites, 
respecting the structure of the Siphonise and of certain modem 
incruating alga?, are very suggestive, though I cannot agree with 
his conclusions. My own experience has convinced me that* 
while non-botanical geologists are prone to mistake all kinds of 
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markings for plants, even good botanists, when not familiar with 
the chemical and mechanical condition* of fosrilisation, and with 
the present phenomena of tidal shores, are quite ar easily misled, 
though they are very prone, on the other hand, to regard land- 
1 lants of some complexity, when nadly preserved, as mere al^oe, 
3 n the^e circumstances it is very difficult to secure any consensus, 
and the truth is only to be found by careful observation of 
competent mem One trouble is that these usually obscure 
markings have been despised by the greater number of paleonto¬ 
logists, and probably would not now be fo much in controversy 
were it not for the use made of them in illustrating supposed 
phytogenies of plants. 

It would be wrong to clo.*e this address without some reference 
to that which is the veritable pons astnomm of the science, the 
great and much debated glacial period. 1 trust that you will 
not Mtppose that, in the end of an hour’s address, I am about 
to discuss this vexed question. Time would fail me even to 
name the hosts of recent authors who have contended in this 
arena. I can hope only to point out a few landmark* which may 
aid the geological adventurer in traversing the slippery and 
treacherous surface of the hypothetical ice-sheet of pleistocene 
limes, and in avoiding the yawning crevasses by which it is 
traversed. 

No conclusions of geology seem more certain than that great 
changes of climate have occurred in the course of geological 
time ; and the evid nee of this in that comparatively modern 
period which immediately preceded the human age is so striking 
that it has come to be known as preeminently the ice age, while, 
in the preceding tertiary periods, temperate conditions seem to 
have prevailed even to the Pole. Of the many theories as to 
these changes which have been proposed, tivo seem at present to 
divide the suffrages of geologists, either alone, or combined with 
-each other. These are, (i) the theory of the precession of the 
equinoxes in connection with the varying eccentricity of Ihe 
earth’s orbit, advocated more especially by Croll ; and (2) the 
different distribution of land and water as affecting the reception 
and radiation of heat and the ocean currents,—a theory ably 
propounded by I,yell, and subsequently extensively adopted, 
either alone or with the previous one. One of the^e views may 
be called the astronomical; the other, the geographical. I confess 
that X am inclined to accept the second or Tyellian theory for 

iuch reasons as the following: 1. Great elevations and depressions 
-of land have occurred in and since the pleistocene, while the 
alleged astronomical changes are not certain, more especially in 
regard to their probable effect on the earth ; 2. When the rival 
theories are tested by the present phenomena of the Southern 
Polar region and the North Atlantic, there seem to be geo¬ 
graphical causes adequate to account for all except extreme and 
unproved glacial conditions ; 3. The astronomical cause would 
suppose regularly recurring glacial periods of which there is no 
evidence, and it would give to the latest glacial age an antiquity 
which seems at variance with all other facts; 4. In those more 
northern regions where glacial phenomena are most pronounced, 
the theory of floating sheets of ice, w ith local glaciers descending 
to the sea, seems to meet all the conditions of the case; and 
these wuuld be obtained, in the North Atlantic at least, by very 
moderate changes of level, causing, for example, the equatorial 
current to flow- into the Pacific, instead of running northward as 
a gulf stream ; 5. The geographical theory allows the supposition 
not merely of vicissitudes of climate quickly following each 
other in unison with the movements of the surface, but allows 
also of that near local approximation of regions wholly covered 
with ice and snow, and others comparatively temperate, which 
we see at present in the north. 

If, however, we are to adopt the geographical theory, we must 
avoid extreme views; and this leads to the inquiry as to the 
evidence to be found for any such universal and extreme 
glaciation as is demanded by some geologists. 

The only large continental area in the northern hemisphere 
supposed to be entirely ice and snow clod is Greenland; and 
tms, so far as it goes, is certainly a local case, for the ice and 
snow of Greenland extend to the south as far as 6o° N. latitude, 
while both in Norway and in the interior of North America the 
climate in that latitude permits the growth of cereals. Further, 
Grinnel Land, which is separated from North Greenland only 
by a narrow sound, has a comparatively mild climate, and, as 
Nares has shown, ht covered with verdure Jn summer. Still 
further, Nordenskjold, one of the most experienced Arctic ex¬ 
plorers, holds that It is probable that the interior of Greenland 
is itself verdant in summer, and is at this moment preparing to 


attempt to reach this interior oasis. Nor is it difficult, with the 
aid of the facts cited by Woelkoff and Whitney, 1 to perceive 
the cause of the exceptional condition of Greenland. To give 
ice and snow in large quantities, two conditions are required, 
first, atmospheric humidity ; and, secondly, cold precipitating - 
regions, both of these conditions meet in Greenland. Its high 
coast-ranges receive and condense the humidity from the sea on 
both rides of it and to the south. Hence the vast accumulation 
of its coast snow-fields, and the intense discharge of the glaciers 
emptying out of its talleys. When extreme giacialists point to 
Greenland, and ask us to telieve that in the glacial age the whole 
continent of North America as far south as the latitude of 40* 
was covered with a continental glacier, in some, places several 
thousands of feet thick, we may well ask, first, what evidence 
there is that Greenland, or even the Antarctic continent, at 
present shows such a condiiion ; and, secondly, whether there 
exists a possibility, that the interior of a great continent could 
ever receive so lar^e an amount of precipitation as that required. 
So far as present knowledge exists, it is certain that the meteor¬ 
ologist and the physicist mild answer both questions in the 
negative. In short, pcrpetuil snow and glaciers muri be local, 
and cannot be continental, l>ecause of the vast amount of evapo¬ 
ration and condensation required. These can only be possible 
where comparatively warm seas supply moisture to cold and 
elevated land ; and this supply cannot, in the nature of things, 
penetrate far inland. The actual condition of interior Asia and 
interior America in the higher northern latitudes affords positive 
proof of this. In a state of partial submergence of our northern 
continents, we can readily imagine glaciation by the combined 
action of local glaciers and great ice-floes ; hut, in whatever way 
the phenomena of the boulder clay and of the so-called terminal 
moraines are to be accounted for, the theory of a continuous 
continental glacier must be given up. 

I cannot better indicate the general bearing of facts, as they 
present themselves to my mind in connection with this subject, 
than by referring to a paper by Dr, G. M. Dawson on the distri¬ 
bution of drift over the great Canadian plains east of the Rocky 
Mountains. 2 1 am the more inclined to refer to this, because of 
its recency, and because I have so often repeated similar con¬ 
clusions as to eastern Canada and the region of the Great 
I,a We a. 

The great interior plain of western Canada, between the 
Laurentian axis on the east and the Rocky Mountains on the 
west, is wen hundred miles in breadth, and is covered with 
glacial drift, presenting one of the greatest examples of this 
deposit in the world. Proceeding eastward from the base of the 
Rocky Mountains, the surface, at firsc more than four thousand 
feet above the sea-level, descends by successive steps to twenty- 
five hundred feet, and is based on cretaceous and Laramie rocks, 
covered by boulder clay and sand, in some places from on* 
hundred to two hundred feet in depth, and filling up preexisting 
hollows, though itself sometimes piled into ridges. Near the 
Rocky Mountains the bottom of the drift consists of gravel not 
glaciated. This extends to about one hundred miles east of the 
mountains, and muri have been swept by water out of their 
valleys. The boulder clay resting on this deposit is largely 
made up of local debris, in so far as its paste is concerned. It 
contains many glaciated boulders and stones from the Laurentian 
region to the east, and also smaller pebble* from the Rocky 
Mountains; so that at the time of its formation there must have 
been driftage of large stones for seven hundred miles or more 
from the east, and of smaller stones from a Jew distance on the 
west. The former kind of material extends to the base of the 
mountains and to a height of more than four thousand feet. 
One boulder is mentioned as being forty-two by forty by twenty 
feet in dimensions. The highest Laurentian boulders seen were 
at an elevation of forty-six hundred and sixty feet, on the base 
of the Rocky Mountains. The boulder day, when thick, can 
be seen to be rudely stratified, and at one place includes beds of 
laminated day with compressed peat, similar to the forest beds 
described by Worthen and Andrews in Illinois, and the so-called 
inter-glacial beds described by Hrade on Lake Ontario. Tbe 
leaf-bed* on the Ottawa River, and the drift-trunk* found in the 
boulder clay of Manitoba, belong to the same category/ and 
indicate that throughout the gUrial period there were many ferett 
oases fat to the north. In the valleys of the Rooky Mountain* 
opening on these plain* there ore evidences of IfUge local glaciers 

1 w Memoir on Glaciers,” OeoL See. Berlin, xflti. Chan#**/* 
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now extinct, and similar evidences exist on the Lanrentian high* 
Unde on the east. 

Perhaps the most remarkable feature of the region is that 
Immense aeries of ridges of drift piled against an escarpment of 
Laramie and cretaceous rocks, at an elevation of about twenty- 
five hundred feet, and known as the “Missouri cotcau,” It is 
in some places thirty miles broad and a hundred and eighty feet 
in height above the plain at its foot, and extends north and south 
for a great distance; being, in fact, the northern extension of 
those great ridges of drift which have been traced south of the 
Great Lakes, and through Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and 
which figure on the geological maps as the edge of the continental 
glader,—an explanation obviously inapplicable in those western 
regions where they attain their greatest development. It is plain 
that in the north it marks the western limit of the deep water of 
a glacial sea, which at some periods extended much farther west, 
perhaps with a greater proportionate depression in going west¬ 
ward, and on which heavy ice from the Laurentian districts on 
the east was wafted south-westward by the Arctic currents, while 
lighter ice from the Rocky Mountains was being borne eastward 
from these mountains by the prevailing westerly winds. We thus 
have in the west, on a very wide scale, the same phenomena of 
varying submergence, cold current*, great ice-floe*, and local 
glaciers producing icebergs, to which I have attributed the boul¬ 
der clay and upper boulder drift of eastern Canada, 

A few subsidiary points I may be pardoned for mentioning 
here. The rival Ihcories of I lie glacial period are often charac¬ 
terised as those of land glaciation and sea-borne icebergs. Hut 
it mu-t be remembered that those who reject the idea of a conti¬ 
nental glacier hold to the existence of local glaciers on the high 
lands more or less extensive during different portions of the great 
pleistocene submergence. They abo believe in the extension of 
these glaciers seawards and partly water-borne, in the manner so 
well explained by Mattieu Williams; in the existence of those 
vast floes and fields of current and tide borne icc whose powers 
of transport and erosion we now know to be so great; and in a 
great submergence and re-elevation of the land, bringing all parts 
of it ancLall elevations up to five thousand feet successively under 
the influence of these various agencies, along with those of the 
ocean currents. They aUo hold that, at the beginning of the 
glacial submergence, the land was deeply covered by decomposed 
rock, similar to that which still exists on the hills of the southern 
states, and which, as Dr. Hunt has shown, would afford not only 
earthy debris, but large quantities of boulders ready for trans¬ 
portation by ice. 

I would also remark that there has been the greatest possible 
exaggeration ns to the erosive action of land ice. In 1865, after 
a visit to the Alpine glaciers, I maintained that in these mountains 
glaciers are relatively protective rather than erosive agencies, 
and that the detritus which the glacier streams deliver i* derived 
mostly from the atmospherically wasted peaks and cliffs that 
prefect above them. Since that time many other observers have 
mamtained like views, and very recently Mr. Davis of Cambridge 
and Mr. A. Irving have ably treated this subject. 1 Smoothing 
and striatton of rocks are undoubtedly important effects both of 
land glaciers and heavy sea-borne ice; but the levelling and 
filling agency of these Is much greater than the erosive. As a 
matter of fact, as Newberry, Hunt, Belt, Spencer, and others 
have shown, the glacial age has dammed up vast numbers of old 
channels which it has been left for modem streams partially to 
excavate. 

The till, or boulder day, has been called a 11 ground moraine,” 
hnt there are really no Alpine moraines at all corresponding to 
it. On the other hand, U is more or less stratified, often rests on 
soft materials which glaciers would have swept away, sometimes 
contains marine shells, or passes into marine clays in Its hori- 
sontal extension, and invariably in its embedded boulders and its 
paste shows an unoxidised condition which could not ltave existed 
if it bed been a sulvaerial deposit. When the Canadian till is 
excavated and exposed to the air, it assumes a brown colour, 
to oxidation of its iron; and many of ks stones and 
is break up and disintegrate under the action of air and 
fe*L These are unequivocal signs of a sub-aquedm deposit. 
Here and there we find associated with it, and especially near 
the bottom and at the top, indications of powerful water-action, 
as if of land torrents acting at particular devotions of the land, 
or heavy surf and ice action on coasts j and the attempts to 
explain these by glacial streams have been far from successful. 
A singular objection sometimes raised against the sub-aqueous 
i Pm. Bfiti* Sec. Nat Hht xxii. Jcum, GeeL See. Load.. Feb., 1883, 


origin of the till is its general want of marine remain*, but this 
is by no means universal; and it i« well known that coarse 
conglomerates of all ages are generally destitute of fossil*, except 
in their pebbles; and it is further to be observed that the 
conditions of an ice-laden sea are not those most favoura le for 
the extension of marine life, and that the period of time covered 
by the glacial age must have been short compared with that 
represented by some of the older formations. 

This last consideration suggests a question which might afford 
scope for another address of an hour's duration,—the question 
how long time has elapsed since the close of the glacial period. 
Recently the opinion has been gaining ground that the close of 
the ice age i* very recent. Such reasons as the following lead to 
this conclusion : the amount of atmospheric decay of rocks and of 
denudation in general, which have occurred since the close of the 
glacial period, are scarcely appreciable; little erosion of river-valleys 
or of coast- terraces has occurred. The calculated recession of water- 
falls and of production of lake-ridges leads to the same conclusion. 
So do the recent state of bones and shells in the pleistocene 
deposits, and the perfectly modern facies of their fossils. On 
such evidence the cessation of the glacial cold and settlement of 
our continents at their present levels are events which may Have 
occurred not more than rix thousand or seven thousand years ago* 
though such time estimates are proverbially uncertain in geology. 
This subject also carries with it the greatest of ail geological 
problems, next to that of the origin of life ; namely, the origin 
and early history of man. Such question* cannot be discussed 
in the closing sentences of an hour's address. I shall only draw 
from them one practical inference. Since the comparatively 
short post-glacial and recent periods apparently include the whole 
of human history, we arc but new comers on the earth, and 
therefore have had little opportunity to solve the great problems 
which it presents to us. But this is not all. Geology as a 
science scarcely dates from a century ago. Wc have reason for 
surprise in these circumstances that it has learned so much, but 
for equal surprise that so many persons appear to think it a 
complete and full-grown science, and that it is entitled to speak 
with confidence on all the great mysteries of the earth that have 
bceu hidden from the generations before us. Such being the 
newness of man and of his science of the earth, it is not too 
much to say that humility, hard work in collecting facts, and 
abstinence from hasty generalisation, should characterise 
geologists, at least for a few generations to come. 

In conclusion, science is light, and light is good ; but it must 
be carried high, else it will fail to enlighten the world. Let us 
strive to raise it high enough to shine over every obstruction 
which casts any shadow on the true interest^ of humanity. 
Above all, let us hold up the light, and not stand in it our elves. 


. UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Dr. Matthew Hay, assistant to the Professor of Materia 
Medica in the University of Edinburgh, has been appointed to 
the Chair of Medical Logic and Medical Jurisprudence in the 
University of Aberdeen, vice Prof, Ogston resigned. 

The Constitution of the College for North Wales, which is to 
be established at Bangor, having been approved by the Educa¬ 
tion Department, arrangements are actively progressing for its 
opening in January, in order to secure the annual grant of 4000/. 
which has been offered by Government. As in South Wales, 
temporary premises will be acquired, and possibly the Masonic 
Hall, a commodious building lately erected by Major Platt, will 
be so utilised. Nothing definite is yet arranged as t-> the site of 
the College; but it is understood that Lord Penrhyn, who baa 
evinced a very active interest in the movement, and to whom will 
probably be offered the honour of being first president, will afford 
every facility to the executive committee, About 30,000/. Iras 
been promised in subscriptions towards the building fund. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

Journal of the Russian Chemical and Physical Society, vol. xv, 
fasc. 6.—On the action of haloidhydric adds upon oxymethylene, 
by B, TUchenko.—-On the constitution of the waters that 
accompany naphtha and are ejected by mud volcanoes, by A. 
PotiUttiu,—On the formation of tiromides of aromatic hydro¬ 
carbons by the action of bromine and bromide of aluminium 
on the volatile parts of naphtha, by G. Gustavson.—On the 
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formation of tertiary alcohols by the method of Butleroff, by W. 
Markovn koff —On propyl-allyl dimethyl carhino], by M. l’uto- 
chin.—On the determination of carbonui cast-iron and rieel, by 
G. Zabudsky.—On the decomposition of orthoclase by pul retied 
matter, by S. Meschmky.—Notes by W, Tikhomiroff and 
A. Lidoff.—On the application of centres of acceleration of a 
superior order to the parallelogram of Tchebycheff, by N. 
Joukov^ky.—On the magnetic momentum of bu dies of iron- 
wire, by 1\ Bakhmetieff, 

Bulletin de la SocM des Naturalistts de Moscow, 1882, No. 4. 
—New mints, especially the European ones, by M. Gandoger, 
being a description (in Latin) of forty-two new species of Pule- 
gium, four species of Pres Ha, O^iz., and 135 species of Alette ha. 
—O11 the arrangement of plants for keeping upright, and on the 
supply of water for exhalation, by V. Meschajeff, being a pre¬ 
liminary account (m German) of researches into the distribation 
and functions of the so-called mechanical tissue.—On the great 
comet 1882 II., by Th. Hredichin (in French).—Scientific results 
of the borings undertaken at Moscow for water supply and 
canalisation, by H. TrauUchold (in German), being the result of 
twenty-three borings made at Moscow which have pierced the 
l>oulder-day 06 to 8 metres thick, or alluvial sands in the val¬ 
leys; a sheet of eluvium; the four Upper Jurassic layers of 
green sandstone with Ammonites fulgens, Aucella deposits with 
Aucella mosquensis and Ammonites subdiius; black sand with 
Ammonites virgatus, and the usual black Jurassic clay which 
affords a compact and widely spread layer ; a series of red and 
mottled clays, which may be Permian, underlie the Jurassic 
deposits and cover the Upper Carboniferous limestone.—Obser¬ 
vations on Atmospheric electricity at Murom, by N. Zvorykin.— 
New adlitions to the kinetic of liquids, by Th, Sludsky (both in 
Russian).—The European and Asiatic species of Erirrhinus, 
Notarist Scar is, and Dory to mu s, revised by J. Faust (in German). 

Journal de Physique Theorique et Appliqut August.—On a 
gravity barometer, by M. Mascart (three diagrams).—Descrip 
tion of a new form of equatorial telescope and iU installation 
at the Paris Observatory, by M. Larwy (one diagram).—-On a 
Synthetic apparatus for producing circular double refraction ; 
on the radiation of silver at the moment of solidification, by 
M. J. Violle.—The index of refraction of Iceland spar, by ! 
M. K. Sarazin.—Selective absorption of solar energy, by Mr. 
Langley.—On an instrument for correcting gaseous volume, by 
Mr. A. Verno’i-JIarcourt.—Change in volume of hydrated salt?, 
under the action of heat ; the corresp jnding chemical changes, 
by M. E. Wiedemann. 

Archives des Scieftces Physnque et NaturAle [de Geneve ),— 
Memoirs on the new registering barometer in the meteorological 
observatory of Lausanne, by mM. H. Pufour and H, Amstein.— 
The structure of glaciers, by M. Ed. Hagenbach-Bischoff—The 
rheolyscr, by M. E. Wartmann,—On the rotation of polarisation 
of quartz, by MM. G. L. Soret and E. Sarazin.—Observations 
on cometary refraction, by M. W. Meyer.—On the amount of 
hail that fell during the storms of August 21, 1881, and July 13, 
1788, and some remarks on the histoiy of hail protectors, by M. 
Ch. Pufour, 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, August 27,—M. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, in the chair,—A telegraphic despatch received by M. 
Dumas, through M. Pasteur, from the French Cholera Mission 
in Egypt, announces several important discoveries of a constant 
character, which will be communicated in detaillater on.—New 
researches on the mode of action of the antiseptics used in 
staunching sores, by M. Gosselin. From experiments made on 
rabbits and frogs, it results that phenic acid, camphorated spirits, 
and similar solutions, are useful in two ways, partly by destroying 
germs, and thus preventing putrefaction, partly as astringents, 
by coagulating the albumen of the blood.—On the law of 
sequence in the evolution of the first vessels in the leaves of the 
Crucifer* (second pari), by M. A. Trecul.—Astro photographic 
studies, by M, Ch. V. Zenger.—On the production of the 
fundamental telluric groups A and B of the solar spectrum by an 
absorbing layer of oxygen, by M, Egoroff.—Remarks on a foetus 
which remained fifty-six years in Its mother’s womb, by M. 
Sappey.—On some methods for determining the positions of the 
circumpolar stars, by M. O. Callandreau.—On the measurement 
of time i a reply to the observations of E. J. Stone, by M. A. 
Galliot—On a formula relative to the velocity of wave*; a reply 


to M. Gouy, by Lord Rayleigh. In the Comfits Bendas for 
May, 1882, M. Gouy, referring to Lord Rayleigh’s correspond¬ 
ence in Nature during the year i88r, recalls a memoir pre¬ 
viously published by him in the Comfits Rendus 'for November, 
1880, in which occurs the formula 
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To this Lord Rayleigh replies that this formula had already been 
given by him in thejirst volume of his work on 4 * The Theory of 
Sound,” published in 1877.—Researches on the groups of finite 
order contained in the group of the homogeneous quadratic sub¬ 
stitutions with three variables, by M. L. Autonne.-—On the 
absorption of the ultra-violet rays by the aqueous humours of the 
eye and by some other substances, by M. J. L, $oret.-—On the 
measurement of the potential differences and resistance* between 
electrodes, by M. G. Cabanellas.—A new method of preparing 
the oxychloride of phosphorus, by M. E. Dervin.—Researches 
on the influence of the recurrent nerves on the respiratory move¬ 
ments, and on the modifications of these movements under the 
influence of anaesthesia, by M. Laffont.—On a falling star ob¬ 
served at Lille on the evening of August it, by M. Hequet. 

Vienna 


Imperial Academy of Sciences, July 5.—T. V. Tanovsky, 
on Tuiido-azobeuzene-parosulphonic acid.—E. Mebsl and r. 
Strohmann, on the formation of fat by hydrocarbons in the 
animal body.—A. Gehinaeher, re carches on the influence of 
the pressure exerted by the bark on the growth and structure of 
the tree.—L. von Frank! and C. Freund, on the atrophy of 
skeletal amides.—E. Auer von Welsbach, on the earths of 
gadolinite of ytterbium.—T. Kachler and F. V. Spitzer, on 
oxy-camphor prepared from camphor-bibromide.— 1 . Wiesner 
and K. von Weitstcin, researches on the laws of growth of 
vegetable organs.—S. Fuchs, the histogenesis of the cortex 
cerebri of man. — A. Lustig, the knowledge of the course of 
nerve-fibres in the spinal cord of man,—F. K. Ginxel, astrono¬ 
mical researches on eclipses (part 1).—E. von Kleischl, on the 
laws of nerve irritability (part 7) : on the irritability of current- 
less nerves. 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1883 


SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS OF THE JA VA 
CATASTROPHE 

AUTION and scepticism, which are necessary to the 
student of every branch of natural science,ought to be 
the especial attributes of the vulcanologist and seismologist. 
No other natural phenomena so strikingly affect the 
imagination or so powerfully excite the fancy as do the 
volcanic outburst and the earthquake. These catastrophes 
usually occur too with such startling suddenness and with 
such an entire absence of warning that the witnesses are 
not unnaturally paralysed by fear and terror. Under 
such circumstances the wildest and most improbable 
stories are received and circulated with easy credence, 
and no attempt is made to separate the real from the 
imaginary. 

Illustrations of these remarks might be adduced in con¬ 
nection with each of the great subterranean disturbances 
which have taken place during recent years. Thus the 
accounts received of the earthquake of A grain stated that 
fissures had opened in the ground fro n which smoke and 
flames issued and along which volcanic cones were thrown 
up. The report of the Commission appointed by the 
Hungarian Government to investigate the facts of the 
case upon the spot proves conclusively that these stories 
had no other foundation than the emission of small jets 
of water and the formation by them of sand-cones, a phe¬ 
nomenon frequently witnessed during earthquake shocks. 
An article in the last number of this journal upon the 
recent earthquake in Ischia shows that similar dis¬ 
crepancies exist between the first hastily-published ac¬ 
counts and the soberer testimony of careful observers. 

In the case of the Java catastrophe, however, there 
appears to have been at least one attempt to hoax the 
newspaper-reading public by deliberately manufactured 
accounts of tbe event. A detailed statement purporting 
to come from an eye-witness, and telegraphed by way of 
America, was published in many of the daily papers. 
Tbe circumstances recorded in this statement would have 
been startling indeed had they been true, but, as a writer in 
the Scotsman has already pointed out, the account bears 
too manifestly on its face abundant proofs of its want 
of genuineness. 

Setting aside these fictitious accounts, and making 
every allowance for the exaggeration naturally resulting 
from terror, and the difficulty which under the circum¬ 
stances of the case there must be of obtaining reliable 
information, sufficient remains to prove that the recent 
catastrophe resulted from one of the grandest and most 
destructive volcanic outbursts which have occurred in 
modem times. 

The scene of this outburst was at what is at tbe present 
day probably the focus of the mostintense volcanic activity 
upon the face of the globe. The Island of Java contains 
ino less than forty-six great volcanic mountains, nearly 
one half of which have been in activity during historical 
times. This chain of volcanoes is continued in the 
southern part of Sumatra, Since the colonisation of 
these islands several volcanic eruptions on the very 
grandest scale have taken place, at points not very distant I 
Vot. xxvm.—No. 724 


from the scene of the recent catastrophe. In 1772 oc¬ 
curred the great eruption of Papandayang, when the 
whole upper part of the mountain was blown away, 
leaving a vast crater fifteen miles long by six miles broad. 
The quantity of material ejected during this eruption was 
so great that, according to Dr. Junghuhn, an area of seven 
miles radius around the mountain was in a single night 
covered with scoriae and ashes to the depth of nearly 
fifty feet. Forty native villages were overwhelmed, and 
3000 persons perished. In 1822 the neighbouring volcano 
of Galunggong was in eruption, and 114 villages were 
buried beneath the scoriae and ashes, while the destruc¬ 
tion of human life was so great that more than 4000 killed 
were recorded in the official reports. 

According to the most reliable accounts received up to 
the present time, the recent outbreak would appear to 
have been far more fatal to human life than either of its 
predecessors, and the most potent agent of destruction in 
this, as in so many other cases, would seem to have been 
the great sea-wave produced by the earthquake-shock, 
rather than the showers of materials ejected from the 
volcanoes. 

Divested of their marvellous accompaniments, and read 
by the light of modern vulcanologic science, the accounts 
already received of this great catastrophe seem to prove 
the occurrence of the following events :—First, the ejection 
of enormous quantities of fragmentary materials ; se¬ 
condly, the production of great changes in the form and 
outlines of the volcanic Island of Krakatoa ; thirdly, the 
throwing up of a line of new volcanic cones on a fissure 
opened in the sea-bed between Java and Sumatra; and, 
fourthly, the occurrence of one or more earthquake shocks, 
giving rise to forced sea-waves of great destructiveness. 

The quantity of materials ejected during these eruptions 
is proved by two facts recorded in the accounts already 
published : firstly, the widespread and long-continued 
darkness, doubtless produced by the clouds of finely com¬ 
minuted dust carried away from the volcano by the wind; 
and, secondly, by the vast mass of scoria? which seems 
to have accumulated upon and floated over many portions 
of the surface of the surrounding seas. 

Concerning the extent and nature of the changes of the 
features of Krakatoa we must await further and reliable 
evidence. As in the case of Papandayang, the destruc¬ 
tion of the volcano was doubtless primarily due to the 
eruptive action, which truncated the cone and formed a 
gigantic crater, and whether or not this action was accom¬ 
panied by subsidence, whereby the disappearance of the 
island was consummated, it remains for further investiga¬ 
tions to determine. It is well, however, to bear in mind 
that many reputed cases of the submergence of islands 
have on further examination resolved themselves into the 
removal of materials by explosive action, just as most 
instances of the elevation of volcanic islands above the 
sea-level have been doubtless due to the piling up of the 
materials above the level of the waves. 

The position and relations of the new line of volcanic 
cones must be determined by the surveying vessels which 
will doubtless be sent to the spot so soon as it is con¬ 
sidered safe to do so. Fortunately a number of admirable 
charts of these seas have been constructed by the hydro- 
graphers of this and other countries, and by a comparison 
of. these with the new charts which will now have to be 
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made we shall be able to judge of the actual changes in 
the features of this part of the globe which have been 
wrought by this great outburst. It appears to b*ve 
been the first belief of the na^l authorities upon the spot 
that these changes were of such magnitude as to render 
it unsafe for vessels to attempt to pass the Straits of 
Sunda until new surveys had been made. Later accounts, 
however, prove that the principal channel by which 
vessels traverse the straits has remained unaffected by 
the eruptions. 

We may confidently hope that a comparison of the 
times at which the great sea-wave, produced by the earth¬ 
quake, reached various ports will enable us to correct and 
extend our knowledge concerning the depth of certain 
portions of the Pacific and Indian Oceans. For this, as 
for many other details of great importance to science, we 
must await the careful collection and sifting of evidence 
which will doubtless be undertaken by a Commission 
appointed by the Dutch Government. 

The portion of the Island of Java visited by this terrible 
calamity is exceedingly fertile, rich, and populous, and if 
the present estimate of the loss of life be not excessive, 
this catastrophe must probably rank as the greatest which 
has occurred in modern times, so far as the destruction of 
human life is concerned. 

The repeated eruptions of Vesuvius and Etna have 
failed to drive away the vine-dressers from the fertile 
slopes of those mountains, and in the same way the forces 
of destruction which evidently lie dormant beneath Java 
only produce temporary interruptions in its story of plenty 
and prosperity. As it is now, so was it in past geologica] 
times. The districts of Hungary, Auvergne, and the 
Inner Hebrides, which in former geological periods were 
subjected to subterranean disturbances similar in character 
and violence to those which now affect Java, were, in 
the intervals between the volcanic outbursts, rich and 
fertile, a fact which is testified to by the remains of forests 
and of the wild animals which roamed through them, 
found in the deposits lying between successive lava-flows. 
Volcanic eruptions are frequently very destructive; earth¬ 
quake shocks are often still more fatal to man and his 
works; but fortunately successive catastrophes of both 
kinds are usually separated by long intervals of time, and 
it is the recognition of this fact which leads men to brave 
alike both kinds of danger. 


AUTUMN SANITATION 
T is not only the steady decline of cholera in Egypt 
that gives substantial assurance that we shall now 
escape any epidemic in this country, bat it is also the 
advancing season. There are, however, few subjects con¬ 
cerning which less is known than the influence of climate 
and season on the progress of the infectious diseases. 
But, as regards cholera, we know from experience that it 
is not very likely to make its appearance in this country 
when once the colder weather has set in. It has gene¬ 
rally first shown itself with us during the hot summer 
months, and it is probable that a foul, damp air, together 
with a certain degree of warmth, are most favourable to 
its prevalence. It is not that we have never suffered 
from it during the colder months, for it was somewhat 
widely prevalent in October and November of 1853, the 


year which preceded the great epidemic of 1854, when so 
many cities, both in the Old and New World, were 
devastated. And even though actual winter has, even on 
such an occasion as that referred to, for a time completely 
checked the further progress of cholera, yet there is no 
reason to believe that any cold whieh the human frame 
can bear has the power of destroying the infection. At 
Moscow and at Orenburg in 1830 cholera prevailed in 
spite of a temperature of - 4 0 F. And judging from 
analogy it would appear that much lower degrees of tem¬ 
perature than these fail to destroy infections such as that 
of cholera. Thus, tubes containing the characteristic 
spores of the bacillus anthracis have been exposed to a 
temperature of - 32 0 F. ; and yet on being thawed they 
have retrained potent for harm as before. Indeed, we 
may infer that, provided other conditions necessary for 
the life of the contagion are present, warmth is not 
essential, and that no amount of cold is absolutely in¬ 
compatible with the development either of the cholera 
poison or of the infection of many other contngia. Still, 
cholera has been with us essentially a summer epidemic, 
and as each week of the present month passes away with¬ 
out its being imported into the country we may feel more 
and more assured that we have succeeded in escaping the 
danger of an outbreak. 

There is also another disease that with the commence¬ 
ment of autumn rapidly subsides. We refer to that form 
of diarrhoea known as infantile, a specific disease that 
causes year by year a large fatality, especially in certain 
of our manufacturing towns. This disease, too, is, to a 
certain extent, one of season. At Leicester, Preston, and 
Nottingham, the death-rate from this cause is always 
exceptionally high during the third quarter of the year, 
its main incidence being on the first two months of the 
quarter. Thus, taking the year 1881, it appears that, 
whereas the mortality from this cause in the twenty large 
towns and cities of England was 409 and 593 respectively, 
it rose to 4390 in the third quarter. But temperature 
alone does not account for this large mortality. Oldham, 
Rochdale, and Halifax resemble the three towns above- 
named in many important social and other respects; they 
do not materially differ from them as regards climate, and 
yet the infantile diarrhoea death-rate is with them always 
exceptionally low. Indeed the difficult problems con¬ 
nected with the etiology of this disease are such that the 
Government have commissioned Dr, Ed. Ballard to 
make a comprehensive inquiry into its causes, and it is 
hoped that his investigates, which have now been in 
progress for more than two years, will throw important 
light on the whole subject. 

But as the diseases of one season subside those of 
another make their appearance. Many of the public are 
under the vague impression that cold weather and a good 
sharp frost have some effect in H clearing the air n and in 
getting rid of infection. Bat, as regards some diseases, 
this is altogether a mistake. Thus, typhus fever end 
small-pox, which are at their lowest ebb, or altogether 
disappear, during the hot summer months, tend to re¬ 
appear as the autumn sets in, and they assume their 
greatest force at the depth of winter. But this again is 
probably not all due to seasonal causes. The col 4 
which these diseases are so specially related femes those 
who are poor and ill-clad to remain huddled together 
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Indoors; the greater the cold, the worse the overcrowding 
in the densely-peopled portions of our cities, and hence 
opportunities for personal infection, which are at their 
minimum in the hot summer months when door 3 and 
Windows are open, reach their maximum in the coldest 
months. 

Some diseases find the autumn months especially 
congenial to their development and spread, and of these 
the one that merits most attention as the present season 
advances is enteric fever, or typhoid fever as it is more 
commonly, but less appropriately, named. So peculiarly 
is this affection identified with the autumn months that 
amongst its best-known synonyms the terms autumnal 
fever or fall fever are well known ; and under ordinary 
circumstances the largest number of attacks occurs in the 
month of October; November follows next, and then 
come September and August. Fortunately, as regards 
enteric fever also, something more than season is needed 
to favour its appearance and spread. The infection of 
enteric fever is of all others the one that in our climate 
can most easily be rendered harmless. For its develop¬ 
ment it needs that special form of filth which is asso- j 
ciated with human excreta, and whether these foul the 
air of our dwellings by reason of defective means of 
drainage, or whether they pollute the soil on which we 
Hvfc or from whence wc derive our water supplies, it 
matters little. Wherever the contamination is there is 
a soil adapted to the reception and cultivation of the in¬ 
fection. In this respect enteric fever resembles cholera, 
and, if the warnings which have been so widely circu¬ 
lated throughout the country during the past few months 
with regard to the measures that should be taken with a 
view to the prevention of the latter disease have not 
been unheeded by the public and by our sanitary authori¬ 
ties, we should this autumn fed more satisfied than we 
ever have done that the conditions necessary to the 
spread of this autumnal fever do not prevail amongst us 
as they have done heretofore. Scarlet fever, again, often 
reaches its widest prevalence towards the commencement 
of the fourth quarter of the year; and respiratory 
diseases, including pneumonia, which has now come to 
be regarded as much more frequently a specific pulmonary 
affection associated with defective local sanitary circum¬ 
stances than a mere result of cold, as a rule rise steadily 
in prevalence until about the middle of November, when 
they again tend to subside. 

Seasons and their predisposing influences must neces¬ 
sarily go and come, but they alone do not suffice for the 
production of the specific infections. As the science of 
preventive medicine progresses, we may hope that other 
conditions, as necessary to the development of infection 
as Are the climatic ones, will steadily be removed, and 
that our sense of security against preventable disease 
may not be troubled by mere considerations of season. 
For the moment the indications are to secure that the air 
in our dwellings, as also our water, milk, and other food 
supplies, shall be as far as practicable free from the risk 
of aU contaminating influences; to maintain, as regards 
our homes and our bodies, the utmost procurable cleanli¬ 
ness ; and so to clothe ourselves that we shall be able to 
resist the depressing effects of the damp and told which 
sure to alternate with the finest weather an autumn 
season can produce. 


TROPICAL AGRICULTURE 

The Tropical Agriculturist: a Monthly Record of Iti* 
formation for Planters of Coffee , Tea, Cocoa, Cinchona , 
Indiarubber, Sugar, Tobacco , Cardamoms, Palms , Rice, 
and other Products suited for Cultivation in the 
Tropics, Compiled by A. M. and J. Ferguson, of the 
Ceylon Observer . (London *. J. Haddon and Co., 3, 
Bouverie Street, 1882.) 

BU LKY volume containing thirteen monthly num¬ 
bers and occupying more than a thousand pages 
can hardly fail to contain a large amount of varied and 
useful information, especially when it deals with such a 
subject as tropical agriculture. Not only tropical but 
subtropical regions are laid under tribute, the latter being 
represented chiefly by Southern Australia, New Zealand, 
and China, while Ceylon and the various provinces of 
India receive, as might be expected, the greatest share of 
attention. There are, moreover, abundant references to 
several oceanic islands which have within recent years 
been invested with more or less political interest. Thus 
of Fiji it is stated that the planters are chiefly concerned 
in growing sugar-cane, coffee, and cotton, and though it 
is claimed that the first-named is indigenous, the best 
kinds of cane grown in the plantations have been intro¬ 
duced. The Sea Island cotton is easily cultivated, but 
the production has lately fallen off, the quotations 
being too low to tempt the planter. Tobacco answers 
well, and it is believed that cocoa, tapioca, ginger* 
pepper, and all sorts of spices, camphor, and vanilla, 
might also be profitably grown. Madagascar appears 
to have bright agricultural prospects before it, as it is 
admirably adapted to the cultivation of stigar and coffee, 
and indeed as a sugar-growing country it seems likely 
that it will before many years leave Mauritius in the 
background. The small islands between Madagascar 
and the mainland are enthusiastically spoken of as a new 
planting region : “ situated in a most salubrious climate* 
between the southern tropic and the line, they are 
admirably adapted for the cultivation of sugar, coffee, 
vanilla, cocoa, spices, cloves, and other products, many of 
which are pure articles of luxury, and will always com¬ 
mand a high price in the European market” 

Judging from the space allotted to them and the amount 
of interest that appears to centre round them, the staple 
crops of tropical agriculture are tea, coffee, cocoa, and 
sugar ; cinchona and tobacco; indiarubber, cotton, and 
gums, to say nothing of rice. Of the first group, tropical 
countries may rest fairly securely in the cultivation of 
tea, coffee, and cocoa,and although the sugar-cane is largely 
planted in the southern United States and the sugar-beet 
is so extensively grown in Europe, yet we gather that sugar 
cultivation is a thriving industry in India, Java, Mauritius, 
the Malay peninsula, Queensland, Fiji, Brasil, Jamaica, 
and Trinidad. Cinchona is of course a highly popular 
subject, and from this volume alone a very large amount 
of useful information may be gleaned. On account of 
the rapid development of the electrical industries and of 
the increasing use of elastic tires for wheels, the demand 
for indiarubber and guttapercha is continually increasing, 
and this will no doubt be met by the extended cultivation 
of these products. The official papers relating to the 
introduction of the Fata and Ceara rubber plants into 
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India are reproduced ; the original seeds which were ob- 
tained in South America were sown at Kew, and the 
young plants sent thence to the East, but the precarious 
nature of the undertaking nfay be inferred from the fact 
that only about three per cent, of the seeds germinated. 
It is pleasant to read here and there spontaneous testi¬ 
mony to the value of the Royal Gardens at Kew and of 
the Indian Botanic Gardens. 

Of controversial subjects the coffee leaf disease at¬ 
tracted moat notice, considerable space being devoted to 
the reports and letters of Mr. Marshall Ward, and to the 
discussions arising therefrom. On p. 15 is a complacent 
suggestion that as crops cannot always be got from the 
branches of the coffee tree they might be got in another 
form from the roots by grinding up the cockchafers that 
there abound and selling the beetle powder, mixed with a 
little coffee, as real coffee, carrying on the entire manu¬ 
facture in Ceylon to prevent any tampering on the part 
of dishonest middlemen in London! This pleasant 
notion is based on the assumption that “the British 
public will consume anything not absolutely dirt that is 
sufficiently adulterated to suit their palates.” 

The marked contrast between our home agriculture 
and that of the tropics is afforded in the very few and 
scanty references to live stock of any kind. English 
agriculturists are continually relying more and more on 
their flocks and herds and less on their corn crops for 
remunerative returns. There is, indeed, a solitary refer¬ 
ence to Aden cattle, which are bred inland, and derive 
their name only from the port whence they are shipped. 
They have a high reputation as dairy stock, and have 
been used with success for crossing with some of the 
Indian herds on the Government farm at Saidapet, 
Madras. The only allusion to sheep farming is to that of 
Australia* 

Of course, in such a volume as the one before us, the 
matter is necessarily of a very heterogeneous character, 
but it is all concerned more or less directly either with 
agriculture itself, or with the economic and industrial 
aspects of the art as pursued in the hotter regions of the 
globe* As a record of the experience of tropical planters, 
of the difficulties and drawbacks of climate and of soil 
they have to contend with, of the good or indifferent 
results which have attended their efforts at acclimatisa¬ 
tion, of the measures they have adopted to minimise the 
evil effects of insect or fungal attacks, and not less as an 
interesting historical summary of the progress of tropical 
agriculture, such a work as this carried out on the lines 
on which it has been begun cannot fail to possess a per¬ 
manent value. Young men especially, who, having learnt 
something of the art of agriculture in the stem school of 
British farming, would fain try their skill under a tropical 
sun, will find collected here a large mass of useful infor¬ 
mation such as perhaps it would hardly be possible to 
obtain elsewhere. W. Fream 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

Vorlesungen iiber Pfianzm-physiologie . Von Julius Sachs. 
(Leipzig : Wilhelm Engelmann, 1882-83.) 

The fourth edition of Prof. Sachs's well-known text¬ 
book of botany being nearly exhausted, his friends and 
publishers urged him to set about the preparation of a 


new edition ; but the revised necessary for the publication 
of the fourth edition had been so irksome that nothing 
would induce the author to attempt the task again* 
Moreover his views on many important questions con¬ 
cerning the physiology of plants had changed : points 
once considered all-important had lost much of their im¬ 
portance, and expanded views acquired in the progress 
of time could not be made to fit into the framework of the 
old work. 

Prof. Sachs for years has been a most successful 
teacher of botany. His text-book, large and technical 
though it was, has had a most successful career in 
German-speaking countries j translated into French by an 
eminent French botanist, and into English under the 
auspices of the Delegates of the Clarendon Press at Ox¬ 
ford, there needed no higher testimonies to its worth; 
still, instead of being content with the success of his 
volume, he now refuses to look at it, and utterly casts it 
from him. “As long as the artist is pleased with his 
work, he can add a touch here and there, or can even go 
in for greater changes ; but this is not sufficient when tte 
work has ceased to be the expression of his idea, and this 
is the attitude I stand in with regard to my text-book.” 
This state of mind has resulted in the publication of the 
fine volume which we now notice ; in size and general 
appearance it differs very little from the author's text-book, 
but under the style of lectures it appeals to a wider circle 
of readers than mere college students. Ardently anxious 
that the very important modern views on plant physiology 
should be known to all fairly educated people, these 
lectures, without sacrificing scientific accuracy, are written 
in a style as free as possible from the fatiguing use of 
long and purely technical words; they are purposely 
written too in a slightly dogmatic style, for it is dearly a 
lecturer’s duty to put before his audience his own indi¬ 
vidual views upon even debated questions; his hearers 
have a perfect right to know what impresion the general 
aggregate of scientific facts has made upon his mind, 
and while this would be out of place in a technical text¬ 
book of the science, it harmonises well with a course of 
lectures. 

At the end of each lecture some—we could have wished 
for more—bibliographical notes are added for the benefit 
of those readers who wish to plunge deeper into the 
subject. 

The publishers wished that a new revised edition of the 
systematic part of the text-book should have been “ tagged ” 
on to these lectures, but Prof. Sachs declared that he had 
neither time nor inclination for the task, which he com¬ 
mits to the care of Prof. Goebel, whose separate treatise 
on this part of the subject has lately made Us appearance. 
We hope the day may not be far off when these charming 
lectures on plant physiology will be read in English by a 
large number of our cultivated public. E. P. W. 

Accented Five-figure Logarithms of Numbers from X to 

99999 without Differences . Arranged and Accented 

by L. D'A. Jackson. (London : W. H. Allen, 1883.) 

Ik this work are comprised two sets of tables. The first 
set (pp. 1-321) is indicated by the above title-page; the 
second is entitled “ Accented Five-figure Logarithms of 
Sines, Tangents, Cotangents, and Cosines of Angles from 
0* to 90" to every Hundredth of a Degree ” (pp. 224-270). 
There is, further, a one-page “ Comparison of French 
and English Decimal Scientific Systems at 32* and 39® 
Fahrenheit in vacuo.” The possessors of the same 
author’s “ Accented Four-figure Logarithms M axe already 
acquainted with his principles of accentuation; to those 
who have not this work we need only say that excess and 
defect are dearly indicated in the printing, and that the 
degree of accuracy attainable in any piece of calculation 
is very rarely inferior to that reached by the longer calcu¬ 
lations with the ordinary seven-figure tables* The loga¬ 
rithm of any number is seen at a glance, so that there 
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is-no using of differences, proportional parts, or anti* 
logarithms. In his introduction the author works out 
some examples with ordinary unaccented five and seven- 
figure tables, and with these accented tables. On the 
hypothesis that the tables are correctly printed—we have 
detected no error—we commend this book as being one 
that will save much time in calculation without entailing 
a loss of accuracy. The figures are very clearly printed. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor dots not hold himstlf responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return , 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts % 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible . The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otkenvite to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novel facts.'] 

The Earthquake of Ischia 

In Nature, August 30, p. 414, a correspondent remarks: 
44 The recent catastrophe in the Island of Ischia has called the 
attention of those who make a study of such disturbances of the 
eartbS surface to the simultaneous occurrence of earthquake 5 } in 
various parts of the world”: while in Nature of August 16, 
p. 368, Mr. Milne, in his article on “ Earth Pulsations,” says • 
** The directions in which these tips of the soil take place, which 
phenomena are noticeable in seismic as well ns microscismic 
motions, Rossi states are related to the directions of certain 
lines of faulting.” 

With a view to call attention to the connection between earth¬ 
quakes occurring in different part‘d of the glube, cither simul¬ 
taneously or successively, I submitted to the Hriiish Association 
at Swansea a paper on the relation between coast-line directions 
and local tics in Europe marked by frequency of earthquakes, 
as also a map illustrative thereof. In this paper, and in a previous 
one published in the Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy , 

I started with, and endeavoured to prove, the principle laid 
down by Rossi as to the connection between lines of faulting and 
earthquake movement*, and the map submitted tended to show 
this relation as being very marked for certain lines of direction. 

I now beg leave to call attention to the following lines of 
action shown thereon in relation with the Ischia earthquake. 
Amongst the lines cited were those of the east coast of Sweden and 
east coast of Sardinia , both nearly parallel, and thereon marked. 
As regards the first, I state in the memoir (p. of the Pro - 
ceedings of the Royal Irish Academy. 2nd series, vol. iii. ; Science. 
No, 8, May, 1882) : T 

,# The section of this line between Rome and Rimini is one of 
the best marked earthquake lines in Italy, whilst the section be¬ 
tween Pola and Briick is also well defined as a direction by a 
series of points along which shocks have been continually occur¬ 
ring.” I further add : " Between Palermo and Naples a parallel 
to this coast-line seems to be marked by earthquake movements 
cited as having extended from one point to the other (April 16, 
*817)/’ Now this line passes precisely at Ischia, and, being 
extended, passes at or near the following places noticeable for 
earthquakes:— 

Corleone, Palermo. Ischia, Teano, Isernia, Lanciana, Grossa 
Island, Neustadt (Carmola), Marburg, Semering Pass, Neu- 
burg (near Vienna), Znalm, Glatz, Breslau, Its prolongation 
represents the axis of the Baltic and the coast-line of Finland 
from Nyttad to Biornlborg, 

The west coast of Sicily furnishes a parallel to this direction, 
and on it are the following earthquake points 

Frosinone, Aquila, Aseoli, Lay bach, Hirschberg, the Riesen- 
Glogatt, and quite recently (May) the points in Kin- 
land—Nykerleby, Wasa, and Jttcrseppo. 

Although unacquainted with the geology of the countries tra¬ 
versed by these directions, I am convinced that there occurs 
marked jointing both in Sicily and in Italy corresponding to the 
direction of these lines, about N. io° 30* K. 

It seems to me that they furnish a means of connecting these 
pbmsfinaena, and that they allow of some approach being made 
to the determination of tbs laws which govern the occurrence of 
^Wlhquake® in these parts of Europe. J. P. O'Reilly 


Mr. Romanes and Modern Philosophy 

As an adherent of the school of thought which Mr. G. J. 
Romanes (Nature, vol, xxviii. p. 387) has subjected to such a 
spirited criticism, 1 may perhaps be allowed to make a few 
comments upon bis position. 

If all science, at least all that has outgrown the mere registra¬ 
tion of fact*, consists in the application to the latter of certain 
necessary principles of thinking, it is at letust possible that philo¬ 
sophy—an important part of whose function is the systematic 
elucidation of the»e principles—may be of some use in scientific 
procedure, 

Mr, Romanes, if he accepts the fact that nature is an object 
of knowledge, cannot deny that it is governed by the essential 
conditions of knowing. It is usual, but hardly fair, to confound 
s-uch obvious ftatements with the subjective idealism which 
41 makes the universe revolve round the philosopher. 1 ' A neces¬ 
sary principle is one that evidently does not apply simply to the 
experience of a single man, a corollary that ought to iave much 
confusion concerning the relations between mind and matter. 
If, tno, it had been recognised that such principles admit of no 
ulterior possibilities, we would have been spared tbe controversy 
anei t non-Euclid can space. 

With regard to their application to facts of experience, or 
conception* derived from these, it may be remembered that the 
sciences in whose results we place the most confidence— eg. 
mathematics mathematical physics and astronomy, are chiefly 
deductive. With regard to the portions of these which appar¬ 
ently conoid of empirical generalisations, it should not be im¬ 
possible to show that they, in common with the whole of mathe¬ 
matical science, really flow from the constitution of otlr experience 
of nature. 

I11 dealing with the question of mechanism and teleology it is 
a common err >r to think that in using the higher categories there 
is any supersession of such principles as those of cause and 
effect. As objects of outer experience, organisms are certainly 
conditioned by the latter; but when they are regarded os sub¬ 
jects, as well as objects, we are compelled to recognise the one¬ 
sided ness of such categories—to read into them, as it were, our 
own active subjectivity. Even the most dogmatic materialist 
might su-pect that tbe conception of cause and effect is not 
adequate to a complete solution of the problems presented by 
living beings. In accepting causality, then, as a truth of uni* 
versa 1 application, it is not in any sense unscientific to regard it 
ns merely one among the principles which regulate nature. 

With regard to the special applications of teleology (in the 
philosophic d sense), it is easy to find instances of incorrect 
deduction, because of the undeveloped condition of this portion 
of the subject. Treatises upon it can therefore only be con¬ 
sidered as suggestive. Mr. Romanes seems to fear that such 
efforts will create a dogmatism fatal to scientific progress, 
although he is aware that the tendency of the times is in exactly 
the reverse direction. The a priori of modern philosophy is of a 
far different nature from that of scholasticism, and may be in 
many ca*es quite as scientific ns that which determines the im¬ 
possibility of perpetual motion, or prophesies a transit of Venus. 

Crewe, August 30 Alfred Stapley 

Animal Intelligence 

The columns of Nature have sometimes been open to state¬ 
ments illustrating the practical sagacity of animals of the lower 
classes Allow me to place before you the history:of an occurrence 
which appears to prove the power of organisation in the common 
house* mouse. 

The room to which I shall refer is one of several which were 
built as additions to the original house ; it was used solely as a 
bedroom. 1 think it very probable that the old and the new 
apartments were so united that there was no clear mouse-way 
between them. 

1 had been sleeping alone in the room, I believe for several 
weeks, without any disturbance. One night I was woke up, I 
believe some hours after midnight, by such a grinding under the 
floor as I never heard before. It was evidently useless for me 
to attempt to interrupt it, and indeed I was rather curious to 
observe what would ultimately happen, and I lay quiet in bed. 
Daylight approached, and still the grinding continued. At last 
the noise suddenly ceased, and in a minute the room teemed to 
be filled «ith mice, running about in every direction. I did not, 
however, perceive that they mounted the bed or the bed-furniture. 
At last I perceived a mouse ascending the wafll. In my full 
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front view was a long bell-pull, hanging nearly from the ceiling 
to the floor. A mou*e (1 fancied, larger than the other mice) 
deliberately climbed to ths top, turned himself round, and for 
some minutes quietly surveyed the room; then deliberately 
descended ; and, in two or three fiunutes, not a mouse was left 
in the room. 1 slept in the same room many weeks after this 
occurrence, but I never again perceived tbe sign of a mouse. 

I imagine that the mice inhabiting the house had perceived 
that this room was now partially iuhabited, and that they tus* 
pectcd that it would probably contain something interesting to 
them; that, acting under a general, or chief engineer, they 
directed the whole strength of their tribe to work an entrance 
into the room ; that their chief engineer, as soon as an entrance 
was gained, proceeded to examine the contents of the captured 
fortress ; ana that, thoroughly disappointed, he gave the signal 
for retreat, which the whole body of mice instantly obeyed. 

September 10 A. B. G. 


" Cholera and Copper” 

With reference to the letter, on the above subject in this 
week's Nature, it is quite true that the last visitation of cholera 
was especially severe here, yet in no single instance was a 
worker in the copper works of the neighbourhood attacked. It 
is the common boast of the copper-men that, although they lost 
many members of their family, living in the same house, by the 
dread disease, yet neither in the last visitation nor the previous 
ones was there a copper-man, i.«. a man working at a furnace, 
attacked. 

There is no doubt that these men take large quantities of 
copper sulphate into their systems, for not only do they breathe 
the fine dust of regulus always floating about, but they handle 
their food with unwashed hands, or, if washed, not washed 
clean, and that their hands are covered with soluble copper salts 
is evidenced by their action on the iron tools which they handle, 
these quickly receiving a deposit of metallic copper. 

This seems to be pretty fair evidence that copper is a pre¬ 
ventive for cholera. 

I may point out that it is not copper or any of its compounds 
which injures the vegetation, but sulphur dioxide, the principal 
gas evolved in smelting copper ores, and which goes by the 
name of “ copper smoke.” W. Terrill 

Ffynone Club, Swansea, September 8 


Antiquities saved by Protective Resemblance 
A large number of pillar stones marked with crosses, early 
Christian inscriptions and oghams, have been destroyed in Britain 
by farmers during the present century; a still greater number 
must have been destroyed before these objects began to attract 
special attention. A great number of the still remaining 
examples have been utilised as gate-posts and rubbing-stones 
for cattle, ue. upright stones set up in fields by Welsh farmers 
for cattle to rub their itching skins against. This fortuitous 
resemblance of the slightly squared inscribed stones has pro¬ 
tected them from destruction. A few of the flatter examples 
have been utilised as bridges over narrow streams. Nearly all 
the examples which have not resembled the above mentioned 
objects have met with destruction. It is a sort of survival of the 
fittest. 

In Wales there are many ruined churches and monastic 
establishments with interiors gutted. Most of the old stone 
altar-slabs have so closely resembled doorsteps, that they have 
been saved. It is no uncommon thing to see an altar-slab with 
its five little cros^ejn utilled as a doorstep to a cottage near a 
deserted church. 

The bowl of a font often bears a sufficiently strong resem¬ 
blance to a pig-trough to insure its preservation, and if the font 
is not visible m a ruined church the strong probability is it will 
be found utilised as a pig-trough in some neighbouring farm¬ 
yard. Fonts with shallow bowls are specially preserved. 

Stone coffins sometimes owe their preservation to their re¬ 
semblance to and suitability for horse-troughs. 

In some instances old churches are now used as barns, and in 
others as residences for farmers or farmers’ men; sometimes a 
wooden floor has been erected across an old church and the 
pper part used as a store for hay, and the altar end as a pantry* 
I have seen the recess of the piscina furnished with a wooden 
door and die interior used as a cool receptacle for batter and 
lard, A fortuitous resemblance has protected it. 


I could write out a large number of examples of ths above 
and other curious instances of “protective resemblance* in 
antiquities. Indeed the above facts are so well known to 
anriqaries that, unless very inconvenient, no * rubbing-stone M or 
stone gate post is left unexamined in a strange district* Door¬ 
steps, flat stones across streams, and stone hog-troughs afe always 
carefully scrutinised by experienced archieolcgists, 

Worthington G. Smith 


Meteor 

A meteor of surpassing brilliancy made its appearanoc here 
at about 4,46 p.m. on July 12. Its form might be described as 
somewhat rocket-like. It was observed streaming slowly from 
the west in an easterly direction, at an apparent altitude of about 
45 degrees. Somo idea of the brilliancy of this phenomenon 
may be formed when it is mentioned that it was seen in broad 
daylight, the sun setting on that day at 4.35 p.m. I notide 
the meteor way observed over a wide extent of country on the 
Canterbury Plains ; it was noiioed from Christchurch, and also 
at Raugiora, to the north. Thomas H. Potts 

Ohiuitahi, New Zealand, July 14 


Tbe Meteor of August 19 

The meteor described in your issue of August 23 (p. 389) waa 
well seen here (lat. 1“ west, long. 54* 15' north) and formed a 
splendid object. It bore a little east of south, and Us apparent 
path was nearly horizontal from west to east, towards and at 
about the same declination as the full moon. It would be 
interesting if its height above the earth were approximately 
ascertained and stated from the various observations made. 

The Grange, Nawton, Yorkshire C. D. 


HERMANN MULLER 

HE news of the death of Hermann Muller of Lippstadt 
will come with a sense of personal loss to many of 
our readers, w ho have looked with interest for his frequent 
contributions to the columns of Nature on the branch 
of natural history which he has made specially his own—- 
the mutual relations to one another of insects and flowers 
in promoting cross-fertilisation. Much as we owe on this 
subject to some of our own naturalists, especially Darwin 
and Lubbock, the chief authority in it is, and probably 
always will be, Hermann Muller. Any future inquirer 
will necessarily turn, for the main part of his iuforination, 
to his two great works, “Die Benruchtung der Blumen 
durch Insekten,” published in 1873, and “Alpenblumen^ 
ihre Befruchtung durch Insekten, published in ;8&i. 
The mass of information contained in these volumes is 
simply marvellous. In the first place the author has 
worked out with the greatest care the structure of those 
classes of insects which play the greatest part ih the fer¬ 
tilisation of flowers with regard to their capacity for collect* 
ing nectar or pollen, and for carrying pollen from flower to 
flower. A very large proportion,including all the commoner 
ones, of the species which make up the phanerogamic 
flora of Central Europe are then taken up seriatim y the 
structure of the male and female organs described, illus¬ 
trated often with very careful drawings, and always with 
reference to any special contrivances connected with the 
mode in which insects obtain the honey; and then a list 
is given of all the insects which he has observed visiting 
the flower. No one who has worked in the same field 
will fail to recognise the unfailing trustworthiness and 
accuracy of his observations* The "Befruchtung der 
Blumen M has only during the present year been presented 
to English readers in Mr. D'Arcy Thompson* s translation, 
with an appreciative preface by the late Mr, C, tfarwthi 
a notice of which will shortly appear in our columns, Bbt 
these two works by no means exhaust Prof. 
labours in his favourite subject, as his numerous contri¬ 
butions to our columns show. He was also a frequent 
contributor to the German periodical Kosmoj f discussing, 
with great wealth of knowledge and acute reasoning, pe 
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origin of species, the genesis of the colours of flowers, the 
l 4 $r* of Variation, and other similar subjects. Dr. Muller's 
contribution, u Blumen und Insekten,’' to Schenk's 
w Handbuch der Botanik," which forms a part of the 
u Encyklopcedie der Naturwissenscbaften. v now in course 
of publication} is an admirable r^sumi of the whole subject 
Dr. MiiUer died in harness, having fallen a victim to 
an attack of inflammation of the lungs at Prad f in Tyrol, 
on August 25. A. W. B. 


SECOND NOTE ON THE ELECTRICAL 
RESISTANCE OF THE HUMAN BODY 

T HE fact that the note on this subject inserted in 
Nature, June 14, p. 151, was copied in extenso 
by the Electrical Review^ by the New York Electrical 
worlds and I believe by some other papers, as well as 
the fragmentary way in which these observations must of 
necessity be obtained, encourages me to ask for a little 
further space. This is the more pardonable as the writer 
in the former paper, in two editorial articles which he 
founds on my observations, shows ignorance and mis¬ 
conception of certain physiological facts involved in 
them—a misconception tne correction of which by myself 
he does not think fit to publish. 

On August 23, during my visit to the ward, it became 
obvious that a hopeless and incurable case of renal 
disease was rapidly sinking. It occurred to me that the 
patient, being in a state of uraemic drowsiness almost 
amounting to coma, there would be no inhumanity in 
adding small electrical currents to the other stimulants 
which as a last chance we were sedulously administering. 
I accordingly immersed his feet, which were rapidly get¬ 
ting cold, in hot baths of salt and water connected with 
Wheatstone’s bridge. This and the brandy caused a 
decided rally, and the temperature became normal, viz. 
98* F. The resistance then taken vras 1100 ohms from 
one foot to the other. At 3 p.m., however, he rather 
suddenly relapsed, his hands and nose becoming cold. 
The following series of observations was taken :— 


2.55 p.lll.- 

—temperature 98* 

... 1 ICX 5 

30 I. 

3*5 »» 


oo° 

870 

3-7 m 

. . . 

850 

3 -« .1 

... . . . 

840 

313 » 

. 

820 

3 *« .1 

temperature 95° 

... 800 


We concluded that death was imminent, and I ceased 
the experiment, intending to renew it after the event. 
But on returning to the ward at 4.36 I found him some¬ 
what better and warmer. I applied the large leaden 
poles, to which I will refer presently, to both feet, so as 
to reduce the resistance to a minimum. The following 
remarkable series of resistances was obtained. The 
thermometer, 1 being found too slow in its action to follow 
the ftickerings of the expiring lamp of life, was not used, 
the hand applied to the skin being quite competent to 
detect the great changes of surface heat 

4 * 3 6 .. 640 

4 * 4 ° 11 600 

4*45 h 570 

4-50 » (rally) . 750 

4.55 „ (relapse)... . 700 

5.6 „ (great rally) . 770 

Be was still very cold, but began to ramble in his usual 
incoherent way (having been slightly deranged for several 
ywwrsX and I therefore left him for the night. On return- 
mgnext morning early I found be hod died an hour and 
Aftfff latcf' Had I not been greatly fatigued myself, I 
«M have stopped to secure an observation during 

post-mortem refrigeration, and before the access of rigor 

. 1 hope to use Mifkc* thennometw* q&A fiuui* acuxh*. I 

th® axillary temperature otmouuly Ugt fohia* that of 


mortis. As it was I found the corpse in full state of 
rigidity. We managed to have the testing apparatus set 
up by 12.30, and without any great disturbance of the body 
1 applied the leaden poles. 

After some preliminary tests I obtained two excellent 
observations with reversed currents, and found them both 
exactly alike at 1150 ohms. 

Then came the last experiment with which 1 now have 
to trouble you, namely, the question of skin resistance. 
A tremendous hubbub has been made about this since 
the time of Duchenne. I believe it has been enormously 
exaggerated. My anonymous critic of the Electrical Re¬ 
view quaintly says : “ We most of us ” {sic) u know the 
effect of keeping the feet in salt and water, or water 
alone ” (he does not name soap and water!) “ for any 
length of time. The skin turns white and swells, enlarg¬ 
ing the pores {sic) ; indeed nearly the whole of the outside 
skin is of a spongy nature.’ 1 1 need not prolong the 

quotation, because I simply deny his facts, except where 
toot*washings have been ** like angels’ visits, 1 ' &c., &c. 
The care fully-prepared epidermis of my patients is en¬ 
tirely free from this hypothetical and inaccurately stated 
cause of error. So 1 hope is mine ; indeed I feel the full 
value of the implied limitation of the cautious phrase 
“ most of us." Seriously speaking, it is too bad that an 
observer of average capacity, and I hope moderate 
honesty, should be accused of such elementary blunders 
on mere a priori grounds. Now for tact: Before going 
to the deadnouse I had provided myself with two silver 
needles, used for the electro-puncture of aneurisms, 
and intended to convey a very strong coagulating current 
from a powerful battery. I inserted one of these to the 
depth of three inches into the plantar muscles of each 
foot of the corpse, leaving everything else untouched. I 
expected the enormous reduction of resistance above 
named. To my surprise the Wheatstone bridge gave 
1200 ohms in either direction of current, or 50 more than 
with large lead and salt-water electrodes. This alleged 
skin resistance is then only true in the dry state, and is 
easily conquered by very simple means. Cases of diabetes 
have been cited in confirmation of this supposed resist¬ 
ance, and it has been explained by the peculiar dryness 
of the skin in this complaint. A patient now in my ward, 
though a tall emaciated man with long spindle shanks, 
only gives 1340 ohms from foot to foot, with either salt¬ 
water baths, or with the lead electrodes as here described. 
This is rather under than over the average. 

One word as to the lead electrodes them$elves ? and the 
manner of using them. The intelligent and kind lady 
nurses of our hospital, whom I like to call by their grand 
old name of M sisters, 1 " and who throughout this inquiry have 
seconded me in the most self-sacrificing way, are in¬ 
structed to get ready certain patients for me each morn¬ 
ing. The process consists in wrapping both hands and 
feet in coarse flannel saturated with strong warm brine 
for an hour before the experiment. Sometimes the pro¬ 
cess so graphically described by my commentator occurs, 
and is dealt with accordingly. I then proceed to wrap 
the members one by one in a surgical covering of flannel 
soaked in the same conducting solution. Over this 
1 fold, also in surgical fashion, a strip of thin sheet 
lead about eighteen inches long, and one and a half 
inches broad. On the top of all is an ordinary spiral 
bandage, which moulds the whole to the shape of the 
limb, and squeezes out superfluous fluid. An indiarubber 
covered wire leads to my testing table. 1 may add that 
each hand or foot is separately deposited on one of the 
vulcanised rubber waterproof sheets commonly used In 
the wards, and which 1 find to be excellent insulators. 
The first few observations are commonly rejected; always 
if they show any suspicion of diminishing. But after 
even half an hour's maceration this is rarely the case. 
Between every two observations I put the patient himself 
on short circuit, to discharge any currents of polarisation 
























Every measurement is at least double, and made with 
currents in opposite directions. 

In conclusion I may remark first, that this, like my 
former note, only deals with part of a larger inquiry ; and 
secondly, that the results above stated were open to all 
comers, and were carefully watched by Dr. Percy Smith, 
Dr. Shepherd, and others of my colleagues and pupils. 

W. H. Stone 


THE INTERNA TIONAL BURE A U OF WEIGHTS 
AND MEASURES 1 

A S the result of an International Convention held on 
T*. t h e 30th May, 1875, an International Bureau of 
Weights and Measures has been created at Paris with the 
object of securing an international metric system, and 
which should take account (1) of all comparisons and 
verifications of the new prototypes of the metre and the 


kilogramme ; (2) of the conservation of the international 
prototypes; (3) of periodical comparisons of national 
standards with the International prototypes, as also of 
comparisons of thermometric standards; (4) of the com¬ 
parisons of the new prototypes with the fundamental 
standards of non-metric weights and measures employed 
in different countries and in science ; <5) of the marking 
and comparison of geodetical measures; (6) of the com¬ 
parison of standards and scales of precision, the verifica¬ 
tion of which may be sought by governments, by learned 
societies, or even by mechanists and students. 

An international committee of weights and measures 
composed of fourteen members, comprising physicists, 
mathematicians, surveyors, and astronomers, all of dif* 
| ferent nationalities, has been intrusted with the supreme 
I direction of the bureau. The president of this committee 
is General Ibanez, director-general of the Geographical 
and Statibtical Institute of Spain, and its secretary Dr. 
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Fig. 1.— “ Comparateuf " for Measuring Absolute and Relative Dilatation*. 


Hirsch, director of the Observatory of Neuchdtel. It 
meets once a year for the discharge of its functions at 
Paris. 

Twenty States were represented at the preliminary 
diplomatic conference of 1875. 0* these, seventeen (or 
nineteen) have signed the international convention which 
was the result of its deliberations. One alone of these 
States has not ratified the convention; and consequently 
the expenses of the foundation and maintenance of the 
International Bureau of Weights and Measures have 
hitherto been defrayed by the following sixteen States : 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, the Argentine 
Confederation, Denmark, Spain, the United States of 
America, Prance, Italy, Peru, Portugal, Russia, Sweden, 
Norway, Switzerland, Turkey, Venezuela. These, repre¬ 
senting about 351,000,000 of people, have already con¬ 
tributed over 1,000,000 francs towards the foundation of 
4 > From Za Natur*. 


the International Bureau, The Government of Servia has 
since given in its adhesion to the convention. 

In order to provide for the erection of the necessary 
structures for the observatory of the International Bureau 
of Weights and Measures, France made a grant of ground 
in the park of St. Cloud formerly occupied by the Pavilion 
de Breteuil, safely removed from all disturbances and sur¬ 
face tremors such as would have been experienced in the 
centre of a large city amidst the whirl of carriages and 
the working of machines. 

In front of the observatory of the International Bureau 
are offices set apart for mechanical laboratories. Behind 
are spacious chambers In which me distributed the various 
instruments of precision employed in metrblogtefd work. 
These chambers are surrounded by walk of great thick¬ 
ness ; they are lighted by skylights so arranged As to pre¬ 
vent solar rays from penetrating: and areenvironedby 
a lobby isolating them from the exterior. The object 
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aimed at by these arrangements is to secure to the utmost 
degree possible the continuance of a uniform temperature 
which in certain operations is a condition of success. 

The labours of the bureau are naturally divided into two 
sections ; one dealing with standards of length* the other 
with standards of mass or weight. The first comprises 
principally the settlement of equations of the various 
standards* that is of their lengths compared with the 
prototype which forms the universal basis of departure; 
the ratio of their expansions ; the study of their sub¬ 
divisions or of their multiples; and particularly of the 
great rules {regies) which serve geodesists for the measure¬ 
ment of terrestrial bases. Similarly, the sec¬ 
tion of weights is busied with determining the 
relations of several primary kilogrammes to 
the kilogramme prototype, with the adjust¬ 
ments of their subdivisions, with the com¬ 
putation of their specific weights, &c. These 
various labours are divided among a certain 
number of experts constituting the scientific 
staff of the bureau. We shall hastily indicate 
the principal instruments used in both sec¬ 
tions, instruments which are the workmanship 
of the ablest mechanists in the whole of 
Europe, and which in general show the last 
limit of perfection attainable in this precise 
branch of mechanics. 

The instruments belonging to the section 
of linear standards or metres, are called 
“ comparateurs.” A comparateur for metres 
d traits is essentially composed of two micro¬ 
scopes solidly fixed and immovable, provided 
with micrometers under which, by a peculiar 
mechanism, the two rules it is desired to com¬ 
pare with each other can be successively in¬ 
troduced. The bureau possesses several of 
these instruments, each adapted to a special 
purpose, and consequently distinguished by 
peculiarities of construction. 

The first is Brunner's comparateur, de¬ 
signed for comparisons in air of metres d 
traits . The two microscopes are by means 
of cantilevers riveted on large stone pillars 
or monoliths resting on massive masonry. 

The micrometers with which they are fur¬ 
nished follow the arrangements usually ob¬ 
served in the case of astronomical instru¬ 
ments. Each is composed of a kind of 
little rectangular box, lengthened and flat¬ 
tened, fixed on the body of the microscope 
below the eyepiece. In this box is a frame 
capable of being displaced from right to left. 

On the frame are stretched two spider threads, 
very fine, parallel and very close to each other, 
which constitute the parallel spider threads 
or reticule. The displacement of the frame 
is effected very slowly by means of a micro¬ 
meter screw of perfect workmanship, which 
is worked from the outside by means of an 
enlarged micrometer-head or drum, the cir¬ 
cumference of which is divided into a hundred 
equal parts. By turning this round the experi¬ 
menter moves the screw, which in turn moves the frame and 
displaces the spider threads visible in the field of the micro¬ 
scope. The image of the lines traced on the rule as given 
by the objective then lies in the plane of these threads, 
T* bisect a line is to make the parallel threads coincide 
with, the image of this line, that is by turning round the 
4 rusb so as to bring the threads into such a position that 
the may appear exactly in the middle of them ; the 
boaition occupied by the parallel threads will in that case 
be Indicated by the reading of the micrometer-head or 
4 *m. Should a second line appear under this microscope 
ffMferent position, it will be necessary, in order to 


bisect it in turn, to displace the threads, that is to make 
the drum revolve a certain number of divisions. The 
distance corresponding with one displacement of a division 
being known, the distance between the first and second 
lines can then be calculated. 

Under the microscopes is the body itself of the coni 
parateur, composed primarily of a strong framework of 
brass, exceedingly massive and steady, forming on its 
upper borders a kind of railway on which rolls a heavy 
carriage, movable at pleasure by a handle which controls 
a system of cog-wheels. Surmounting this carriage is a 
long box or metal trough with double walls formed of two 



Fig, a.—Balance of Precision for Comparison of Standard Kilogrammes, 

cases inclosed one within the other. This box is designed 
to receive the two rules that are to be compared. These 
are placed beside each other in the middle of the box on 
supports of suitable form. The box Is provided with 
vanous contrivances by means of which the observer, 
while observing the microscopes, is able to adjust the 
rules; to lower them or to raise them; to bring them 
into focus at the two extremities, or to displace them 
longitudinally or transversely, as may be required. The 
box is able, moreover, to receive a sufficient number of 
thermometers, which are observed with the aid of special 
lenses fitted in the lid which covers the whole and which 
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protects the interior of the apparatus from every rapid 
variation of temperature. By tne movement of the carriage 
the observer brings successively under the microscopes, 
the two metres the difference Between which he wants to 
ascertain ; he bisects the lines of both, and this opera¬ 
tion made at the two extremities furnishes the equation 
desired between the two rules. 

Another of the comparateurs represented in the accom¬ 
panying diagram (Fig. i) is designed for the measurement 
of expansions. As in the preceding comparateur we here 
also find two microscopes with fixed micrometers and a 
carriage moving on rails. Here, however, the carriage 
contains two distinct boxes or troughs; each at a distance 
of about one metre from the other. The two rules to 
be compared are placed one in each of these troughs. 
They are thus to some extent independent of each other, 
and may therefore be introduced at different temperatures. 
To measure the expansion of one rule, you place it in 
one of the troughs, and in the other trough the other 
rule called 11 de comparison.'* This latter, so long 
as the process of determination lasts, is maintained 
at an invariable temperature, while the other is alter¬ 
nately cooled and heated throughout the series of con¬ 
secutive experiments between sufficiently extended limits. 
The latter rule then alternately contracts and expands, 
and in the case of each particular experiment you 
compare the length the rule has reached at the tem¬ 
perature to which it is then subjected, with the constant 
length of th t “de comparaison" rule. One of the great 
difficulties connected with these measurements is the 
maintenance for a sufficiently ’long time of an exactly 
uniform temperature, particularly when this temperature 
is notably at variance with the surrounding temperature. 
To secure this requirement the rules to be compared are 
immersed in a liquid, and this liquid is heated by means of 
a constant circulation of water within the double walls of 
the trough. Indiarubbsr pipes, as may be seen in the 
diagram (Fig. l) (| are used for this purpose. The water is 
supplied from a large metal reservoir outside the chamber, 
being heated by a regulating system that causes it to issue 
at an invariable temperature. Thence by pipes it is con¬ 
veyed to the comparateur, traverses the trough in a con¬ 
tinuous stream, and is then carried off by waste pipes, 
conveniently arranged, into a drain. By this means a 
constant thermal state is maintained) within a few hun¬ 
dredths of a degree, at any point up to forty degrees, for 
whole hours at a time. 

The diagram (Eig. 1) indicates the principal details of 
the mechanism employed. In from is seen the handle 
which by mdans of an endless cord draws away the 
carriage and allows the rapid substitution of one trough 
in place of the other under the microscopes. On the sides, 
the long rods provided with buttons, which the observer 
finds always under his hand whatever position he may 
occupy round the instrument, have the power of acting 
equally on the carriage by means of a cog-wheel placed 
under it, and of moving it backwards and forwards by a 
uniform slow movement. On the lids are perceived the 
heads of the different keys which enable rectifications of 
all adjustments to be made, as aho the lenses by means 
of which the thermometers are read. The fly-wheels 
placed in front of the troughs serve by means of cords 
and pulleys to convey a movement of rapid rotation to 
the agitators which are placed in the trough, and thus 
vigorously intermingle the strata of the liquid, and secure 
uniformity of temperature in all parts of the bath. 

With these apparatuses the difference can be determined 
between two metres at a given temperature with an exact¬ 
ness reaching to some ten-thousandths of a millimetre. In 
order to obtain such nicety, it is of course necessary that 
the lines of the metres be traced with sufficient fineness 
and distinctness to fit them for the magnifying power 
employed. 

The two instruments just mentioned are fitted for the 
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comparison of metres alone. The comparateur usdvftmi^ 
on the other hand, allows comparisons to be made of say 
lengths whatever from below a metre up to two metres. 
The aspect of this new comparateur is entirely different 
from that of the two preceding. The microscopes which 
in all cases constitute the essential parts, instead of being 
fixed, are here mounted on carriages* which can be m oiat 
over a kind of bridge placed horizontally between two 
stone pillars. This bridge is formed by a huge block of 
brass furnished with steel surfaces on Us upper edges, 
which serve as a support and guide to the microscopes in 
their movements. It is perfectly rectilineal and horizontal 
When, by moving the carriages, the microscopes have been 
brought into the position they require to occupy for a 
given work, they are fixed by tightening a lever with the 
aid of a knob which controls a screw. Below, as in the 
preceding comparateurs, is a massive carriage likewise 
bearing supports on which arc arranged the rules needing 
to be examined. These supports are equally furnished 
with all the necessary means of adjustment. These latter, 
again, are worked by a mechanism too complicated to 
allow so much as an idea of it to be communicated 
without the help of diagrams. The comparateur contains, 
besides, a standard rule of two metres, divided along 
its whole length into centimetres, two supplementary 
microscopes mounted on a special carriage and designed 
for marking the subdivision of a metre, various accessory 
pieces capable of serving for comparison of measures d 
bouts % either one with another or with measures d traits} 
&c. It is entirely inclosed in a large mahogany box. 
This box is furnished with windows necessary for lighting 
the various parts, and with the orifices required for the 
transmission of movements to the interior, &c., and has the 
appearance of an imposing and elegant piece of furniture. 

We have still to mention a comparateur for metres d 
bouts by Steinheil’s method; and to add that this beautiful 
collection will in the course of a few months be completed 
by the introduction of a geodetical comparateur for rulea 
of four metres, which is actually in process of construction, 
and the object of which is indicated by its name. 

(To be continued.) 


THE VIENNA INTERNATIONAL ELECTRIC 
EXHIBITION 

F 'OR two weeks, the arrangement of the machinery 
being nearly complete, the Exhibition has been open 
in the evening from 7 till 11. The effect of the illumihar 
tion of the immense interior of the Rotunda and its 
annexes by the various incandescent and arc lamps, and 
of the surrounding places which are lighted by large re¬ 
flectors, is brilliant. The electric railway of Siemens and 
Halske between the Rotunda and the Praterstem Is 
already in operation. The theatrical performances at the 
“Asphaleia" Theatre; which is lighted by 1500 Swan 
lamps fed by a large Zipemowsky alternating current 
machine, have also begun this week. 

The series of lectures to be held at the theatre during 
the Exhibition was inaugurated on August 27 by Sir C. 
W, Siemens, with a lecture “On the Temperature* Light, 
and Total Radiating Power of the Sun/' After a snort 
introductory sketch of the nature of the terrestrial sources 
of light, the lecturer gave an account of the ratio of the 
three forms of radiant energy, viz. heat, light, and actinism, 
as produced by the sun and terrestrial light soutoe*. 
Then referring to the difference between the sttriemottts 
of various astronomers and physicists relating to 
temperature, he expressed his opinion that the tempera¬ 
ture of the sun could not exceed 3000® C.» andexplfewd 
the experimental methods he used for measuring the sis 
temperature. The second lecture was delivered on Bsp* 

* A metre or other measure A bout* k one whose ttwUjU 

with th* Ms of the ui*tsri*f of wfefcfehi*imatf*; « meeeqr* i Sf 
bounded by tines within the margmi crf the materiel m which k is mbm). 


Sgw. 13* 1883J < 


NATURE 


467 


timber i, by Dr. Aron of Berlin, “On the Telephone and 
Microphone.” In this lecture the 'principles were ex¬ 
plained On which the construction of the different tele¬ 
phones and microphones is based. There were also 
mentioned the variations of timbre as produced by these 
i nstruments; according to the experiments of Helmholtz 
the higher tones are transmitted better by the telephone, 
and therefore the timbre becomes clearer, while by the 
simple microphone^ as Dr. Aron had found, the deeper 
tones are better transmitted, causing a duller timbre, but 
this failure is avoidable by using microphones with two coils. 
The lecturer explained also the principle cf a new instru¬ 
ment, invented by himself, called the semaphone. In 
this instrument the variations of the current in a coil of 
insulated wire are transmitted by induction to another 
Coil joined to a telephone or microphone. Dr. Aron has 
made experiments with his semaphone at Berlin, and was 
able to hear signals, the distance between the two coils 
being 70 feet. A similar experiment was carried out by 
Dr, Aron in the course of his lecture, and we could hear 
the noise made by a Neefs interrupter far from the 
lecture room, using a Siemens' telephone; the distance 
between the two coils being 3 feet. 

, Electric lighting is very well represented at the Exhi¬ 
bition, and a variety of new incandescent and arc lamps 
is to be seen there. As to the number of lamps ex¬ 
hibited, the first place is taken by the Swan lamps. 
Nearly 2000 Swan lamps are distributed at the theatre, 
the splendidly furnished interiors, and other parts of the 
building, fed by dynamo machines or by Eaure-Sellon- 
Volckmar accumulators. The durability of these lamps 
is tested by a collection of lamps exhibited by Ganz and 
Co., used 1720 to 2330 hours. The carbon filaments do not 
show any damage, only the glass bulb being darkened by 
a carbon deposit. The exhibition of Edison lamps is not 
so extensive as it was at previous exhibitions. The 
Maxim lamps are used for lighting the Oriental pavilion 
and some of the interiors. The Lane-Fox lamps are also 
lighting some furnished apartments, and show the applica¬ 
bility of incandescent lamps for street-lighting by lighting 
the “ Ausstellungstrasse.” The lamp of C. H. R. Miiller 
has a screw-like curled carbon filament to make the 
emission of rays uniform in ail directions. The (J - shaped 
carbon strap of the Greiner and Friedrich’s incandescent 
lamp is prepared from lamp-black and graphite, coal-tar 
being used as cement. The coal-tar, at first treated 
with sulphuric acid, is heated till it becomes an asphaite- 
like mass, to which lamp-black and graphite are then 
added, so that a stout paste is formed. By pressing this 
paste through a little fine hole a thin thread is obtained, 
which is cut in pieces and dried. If dried, the U*shaped 
pieces are burned. The carbonised fibres of Musa (ex- 
HUs are used for the incandescent lamps of Dr. Puluj. 
Very interesting is the Bernstein lamp, exhibited by the 
Bernstein Electric Light Manufacturing Company of 
Boston. It is claimed by the inventor to have many ad¬ 
vantages over the other incandescent lamps. With an 
electromotive force of 23 volts and a current of 7 amperes, 
it has an illuminating power of 65 candles; it is stated to 
be mote durable than the other lamps, and more econo¬ 
mical, by rendering the light-giving carbon able to ex¬ 
pand and contract without being liable to injury and 
breakage, and therefore capable of withstanding the 
action of strong currents, so as to avoid the disintegra¬ 
tion which takes place in carbon filaments of high resist¬ 
ance. A large number Of lamps can be used m series, 
and long distances can be lighted by means of a thin 
wke i the lamp is very appropriate for street-lighting. A 
hollow U-shaped carbon cylinder as big as a lucifer match 
is used as the light-giving pan, having a comparatively 
large illuminating surface. This carbon cylinder is quite 
elastic, and its surface resembles knitwork. Though the 
tmtmfacturrag process of the carbon is not yet published, 
if seems to be very probable that the carbon cylinder is 


prepared by carbonising a hollow knitted or woven string, 
a metallic wire being put through during the burning 
process to support it. The ends of the U-shaped cylin¬ 
der are connected with pear-like socket pieces of carbon, 
to which the two conducting wires are attached, entering 
the thin end of the carbon blocks, secured by means of a 
reddish cement. Such a lamp, fed by sixteen Faure- 
Volckmar accumulators, gave, as could be seen at the 
lecture delivered by Sir William Siemens, a white, 
dazzling light resembling an arc lamp. 

Vienna, September 10 

THE EDINBURGH BIOLOGICAL STATION 

T HE proposal to form a biological station at Grant.r, 
which was some time ago brought before the Royr.l 
Society in a paper by Mr. Murray of the Challenger 
Commission, has now taken definite shape. A lease of 
Granton Quarry for fifteen years has just been granted by 
the Duke of Buccleuch at a nominal rent, and Mr. Alex¬ 
ander Turbyne, salmon fisher, has been appointed keeper 
of the station, and will enter on his duties next week. 
Meantime some preliminary experiments have been made, 
and cages have been put down at the station, and struc- 
tural work has been commenced in the way of fencing, 
building of walls, and putting the banks into proper order 
for further operations. 

The proposal for the formation of the station, which it 
is meant to call “The Edinburgh Marine Station for 
Scientific Research,” had its origin in the resolution of 
the Committee of the late Fisheries Exhibition in Edin¬ 
burgh to hand over the surplus funds derived from the 
Exhibition to the Meteorological Society, to be applied 
to the purpose of parrying on investigations with respect 
to fish, with a recommendation to establish a zoological 
station, and to apply to Government for assistance in the 
work. The Meteorological Society appointed a sub¬ 
committee to consider the best means of applying this 
money to the purposes for which it was granted. This 
Committee had many consultations, and set afoot investi¬ 
gations at various ports as to the temperature of the 
water, habits and food of the fish, &c. They also had 
their attention carefully directed to the advisability of 
establishing a zoological station ; and the suitableness 
of the old quarry at Granton for the purpose has 
been in various ways brought before the public, 
both at the Royal Society and at the meetings of ihe 
Meteorological Society. The scheme for founding a 
station there first took definite shape on the offer of a 
gentleman interested in research to build a floating labo¬ 
ratory at the quarry for the purpose of making experi¬ 
ments and investigations. Recently this gentleman was 
again communicated with, in respect that, after full 
consideration, it was thought that a floating laboratory, 
although an essential part of the scheme, was not, perhaps, 
the first that should be undertaken. In reply to a repre¬ 
sentation to this effect, the gentleman has written to Mr. 
Murray, the convener of the Station Committee, express¬ 
ing his readiness to adopt the alterations proposed, and 
to give the ioqp/, for the purpose of founding a zoological 
station for scientific research at Edinburgh, instead of 
building a floating laboratory, as ortginally suggested. 
He was not surprised to hear, he adds in his letter, that it 
would cost more than that to carry out the whole of the 
scheme. It seemed to him that they would require at 
least 1500/., in addition to his rooo^, to carry out all their 
proposals, and they shotftd consider if this additional sum 
should not be raised before they commenced operations. 
However, he left the matter in the convener's hands to 
apply the money as he thought best, inclosing 100/ to 
cover preliminary expenses, and repeating the two condi¬ 
tions of his donation, viz. (*) that the convener should take 
the general direction of the station for at least three or 
four years; and (a) that his name was rot in the mean- 
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time to be made public. The resolution which has now 
been come to is to go on with the undertaking, and the 
scheme is of a twofold character: (1) to undertake a 
scientific exploration and description of the Firth of 
Forth and the adjacent parts dfi the North Seaj and (2) 
to establish a marine station for biological investigation 
and research, where competent scientific men may find 
laboratories and all the appliances for research free of 
charge. With respect to tne first branch of the scheme, 
it is meant to take the temperature of the water at fixed 
points of the Firth, extending from the fresh water of the 
Firth out to points beyond the Isle of May. The tem- I 
peratures of the surface water and of the bottom and 
intermediate waters are to be taken at stated intervals 
throughout the year. It is part of the same scheme to 
note the character of the surface fauna and flora regu¬ 
larly throughout the year at these points, and the changes 
in the specific gravity of the water at the different times 
of the year and at different parts of the Firth. Observa¬ 
tions will also be carefully laid down on the Admiralty 
charts of the nature of the bottom, and of the deposits, 
throughout the whole region, and a record of the animals 
living upon these is also to be attempted, so as to arrive 
at a complete scientific description of the bottom and its 
deposits. To this will be added a record of the effects 
upon the fauna, &c., of the admixture of river and ocean 
water at different parts, and of circumstances favourable 
or inimical to lift* and growth. Under the second branch 
of the scheme the proposal is to establish at Granton 
Quarry, and at various places in the Firth, investigations 
as to the hatching, breeding, and growth of various 
kinds of fish and marine invertebrates in inclosed spaces, 
or in cages moored at various points. The central sta¬ 
tion will be situated at the quarry, Here it is pro¬ 
posed to build, on a high part of the banks surrounding 
the quarry, a substantial cottage, from which a beautiful 
view of the whole Firth will be had. The cottage is to 
be fitted up with laboratories, and will consist of about 
six rooms, and cost from 400/. to 500/. On a level piece 
of ground adjoining the quarry there will be erected an 
iron cottage and shed for the keeper of the station, and 
for housing the trawls, dredges, nets, and other instru¬ 
ments required for the proposed investigations. This 
will cost from 150/. to 200/. Also, as part of the scheme, 
there is to be built a floating laboratory—that is to say, a 
laboratory built on a barge of the description mentioned 
to the Royal Society, and supplied with all the materials 
and apparatus requisite for biological investigation. This 
structure, it is interesting to note, will be so fashioned 
that it may be taken to any part of the Firth of Forth, 
and moored in sheltered spots during the summer wher¬ 
ever it may be thought desirable that investigations shall 
be carried on at any particular spot. This laboratory, it 
is intended, will give accommodation for three naturalists, 
with workrooms, and will cost about 800/. The station, 
furthermore, is to be provided with a steam launch fitted 
for dredging purposes and the making of hydrographic 
observations. Tne launch, according to the design, is to 
be built upon the plan of the steam pinnace that accom¬ 
panied the Challenger during her cruise, but much larger, 
and will be provided with a separate engine for rolling in 
the dredges. This again will cost about 800/. In addition 
to these things there will be a small portable house 
belonging to the station, which may be put up on 
Inchkeith, Inchtnickery, Inchcolm, or the Isle of May, 
should it be desirable to carry on any observations at 
these places. This, together with the cages formerly 
described for inclosing portions of the ocean and water of 
the quarry, will cost, it is estimated, about 300/. more. 
The fund which was granted by the Committee of the 
Fisheries Exhibition is to be applied, at the rate of 300/. a 
year for three or four years, to the keeping up of the station 
and the payment of the annual working expenses, in¬ 
cluding the salaries of a resident naturalist, an engineer, 
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and a keeper. So that wh«t is now wanted in brd# tp r 
the full equipment of the station is about 1500/4 to pa f 
for the permanent works which are required before the 
station can be in complete working order. In the event 
of this sum being forthcoming at an early date, it la 
thought that the whole institution would be in working 
order next spring—probably by March or April 
It h I'cVeved by a number of our scientific men that an 
unchrtakmg of this kind, which will afford the means of 
making continuous observations into the circumstances 
which affect marine animals and plants—their food and 
their enemies—is the true method of getting the informa¬ 
tion necessary to settle many of the vexed questions with 
respect to the life histories of our food fishes, both of the 
salmon and sea fishes. The Firth of Forth yields special 
facilities for work of this kind. Thus, almost all our 
food fishes are frequenters of the Firth, and it is known 
to have a rich fauna, which has at various times been 
investigated by distinguished naturalists, as by Johnston 
of Berwick; Parnell, Allman, Forbes, Heraman, and 
others. A thorough investigation of the kind proposed 
will lead to great additions to knowledge, and will 
probably give the information that was wanted as to the 
evil effects or otherwise of trawling, which is one of the 
vexed questions at the present day. By directing their 
efforts to the thorough working out of a somewhat limited 
area like the Firth of Forth, in its meteorological, hydro- 
graphical, and biological aspects, the Committee believe 
that more rapid progress will be made than by inter¬ 
mittent observations at widely separate points. Such a 
station will also be a great boon to naturalists who desire 
to work at any special subject. Naturalists are often 
deterred from undertaking investigations because of the 
difficulty of providing themselves with dredges, steam- 
launch assistance, &c. Here they will have these ready 
at band whenever they choose to visit the station. So * 
that, from this point of view, in addition to the purely 
scientific aspect of an undertaking of this [kind, it 
probably will be found to have a very wide economic 
bearing. The plans of the floating laboratory and of the 
other structures to which reference has been made are 
in the hands of Mr. Murray, from whom ‘persons in¬ 
terested or desirous to aid in the carrying out of the 
scheme will receive every information they may wish to 
have. 


NOTES 

The Directors of the Ben Nevis Observatory met on 
Thursday, 6 th in*t,, and out of a list of nineteen applicants 
elected Mr. R. T. Omond, Edinburgh, Superintendent of 
the Observatory. Mr. Omond was a distinguished student 
of Edinburgh University, and for the past six or seven 
years ho 5 been chief assistant of Prof. Tait in conducting a a 
extended series of physical experiments on the influence of pres* 
sure on deep-sea thermometers, the maximum density of water 
under different pressures, and cognate subjects of inquiry. The 
results of his work have been communicated in the form or 
papers to the Royal Society of Edinburgh. Mr. Omond's duties 
began from the above date; and shortly two assistants will be 
appointed, so that in October next a staff of three observer* will 
have taken up their station at the Observatory, prepared to enter 
upon the work of the carping winter. The highest section of 
the bridle*road to the summit of the Ben was finished on 
Thursday at noon, and the first pelf of hones which ever 
ascended the mountain made the ascent in the afternoon, carr y i ng 
2 cwti each of building material. The building of foe per* 
manent Observatory commenced on foe following day. A turner 
of horse* are employed carrying up material, and tlm Observatory 
is expected to be finished early next month. Arrangements ate 
also being made for laying a tefograpfciccable from Fort Wifa» 
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tO the Obeerratory,. and it is fully expected that the work will 
be finished by the time the observers take up their residence on 
tfie Ben. We understand that the directors have asked Mr. 
Buchan, secretary of the Scottish Meteorological Society! to 
visit several of the more important meteorological observatories 
OH the Continent, beginning with that of Hamburg, and includ¬ 
ing some of the more notable high-level stations, and report on 
the automatic and other instruments In use there, with a view to 
a full and satisfactory equipment of the Ben Nevis Observatory 
next summer. During the ooming winter the work will be 
mostly restricted to eye observations, with the object of collecting 
information regarding the climate of the Ben, so as to form some 
guide to the directors in determining the nature of the automatic 
and other instruments that will be required for making the 
various observations and conducting the important physical re¬ 
searches which it is proposed to carry out. 

Title Lords of the Committee of Council on Education have 
been informed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that 
a note has been received at the Foreign Office from the French 
Charge d’Aflaires in England stating that the meeting of the 
Electrical Units Conference at Paris has been postponed till 
April 2, 1884. 

The president of the American Association at the Minnea¬ 
polis meeting was Prof. C. A. Young, and as retiring president 
at the Philadelphia meeting next year it will fall to his lot to 
give the presidential address. We have already given Principal 
Dawson's presidential address, and this week we give the address 
in Section A of Prof. W. A. Rogers on the German survey of 
the northern heavens. Other important addresses are those of 
Prof. Rowland, who spoke eloquently on behalf of pure 
science, Prof. Cope on the evidence of evolution in the history 
of the extinct mammalia, and Prof. Hitchcock on the early 
history of the North American Continent. Dr. Folwell, presi¬ 
dent of the University of Minnesota, pointed out in his address 
of welcome some of the great triumphs of science in its appli¬ 
cation to practical purposes: “the further extension of scien¬ 
tific method,"he said, “till it shall become the guide of conduct 
in the everyday life of all men, is now the chief problem in 
education.” So far as reports have reached us, no paper of 
striking importance was read at the Minneapolis meeting. 

The members of the Swedish Meteorological Expedition at 
Spitsbergen arrived in Gothenburg on the 6th inst. 

AT the general meeting of Tweed Commis&ioners, last week, 
it was agreed that 20/. should be voted for recommencing inves¬ 
tigations regarding the life-history of the various Satmonidae 
which frequent the River Tweed. Were simihr investigations 
Carried on by the River Conservators in England and by Fishery 
Boards in Scotland and Ireland, there can be no doubt that in¬ 
formation would soon be obtained on many points which are 
now obscure. 

In the Comples Rendus for September 3 M. Milne-Ed wards 
announces the return to France of the Talisman, which hod 
sailed last Juue to explore the waters of the Atlantic. The ex¬ 
pedition has examined the marine fauna along the seaboard of 
Morocco and the Western Sahara, os well as the waters of the 
Cape Verde, Canary, and Azores Archipelagoes. 

Mr. A. Hastings White sends us a letter from an Australian 
correspondent, deploring the wholesale destruction of forces, 
especially in New South Wales. The correspondent writes 
■, “I do not know If I have ever mentioned anything about the 
more than wholesale destruction of the timber goirig on out here 
at the present time5 but the facts ore these. It is a common 
belief that killing off the timber improves the pastures, and so it 
dees no doubt for a time, but at what a terrible cost. Thousands 
of acres are killed every year, not even a bush or seedling of 
tfciftber being left to grow, by cutting a ring round the trees, either 


into the wood or else by taking a ring of the bark off. The 
destruction of timber in this way on Crown lands is something 
terrible; in ports of the country one may travel for miles at a 
stretch and see nothing but bleached and dead trees, as if a 
blight had come over the land.” 

The Danish ship Ceres, having just arrived in Copenhagen 
from Julianhaab in Greenland, reports that the Sophia , with 
Nordenskj old's expedition on board, arrived at that place on 
June 17, having encountered no ice between Iceland and Green¬ 
land. After two' days’ stay there the Sophia proceeded to the 
cryolite quarries at Ivigtuk, where she took in coals. On June 26 
the journey was continued to North Greenland. All was well 
on board. 

Admiral Mouchez has asked for the credit required for the 
publication of the catalogue of Btars established by the Paris 
Observatory for the last twenty-seven years. The number of 
stars tabulated amounts to 40,000, but the expenses are bo heavy 
that it is doubted whether the required credit will be granted by 
the Government. 

An International Forestry Exhibition is to be held next year 
in Edinburgh. 

The International Medical Congress met last week in Amster¬ 
dam. The attendance was very large, delegates having arrived 
from almost every civilised country on the globe. Amongst the 
representatives of England were Sir Joseph Fayrer and Professors 
Lewis and I)e Chaumont of Netlcy. The Congress was opened 
by Prof. Stockvisof Amsterdam University, and the Burgomaster 
of Amsterdam, who welcomed the Congress on its assembly in 
the Dutch capital. Am mgst the honorary presidents of the 
Congress are Sir Joseph Fayrer, Professors Lewis and De Cbau- 
mont, and Dr. Sydney Jones of New South Wales. The 
inaugural address was delivered by Prof. Stock vis, after which 
the Congress proceeded to its more special work under different 
sectiuns. 

An International Society of Electricians has been formed in 
Paris under the presidency of the Minister of Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs, its main object being to centralise all information bearing 
on the progress of electricity, and to promote its spread and 
development. Information as to the society may be obtained by 
writing to M. Georges Berger, 99, rue dc Grcnelle, Paris. 

On Wednesday last week an electric tramcar trial was suc¬ 
cessfully accomplished in Paris by the French Electrical Power 
Storage Company. At three o'clock p.m. the vehicle, an ordinary 
three-horse tramcar, left the Place de !& Nation in the far east, 
and, after traversing the capital through several important 
thoroughfares, reached the starting point soon after six o’clock. 
A distance of thirty English miles was thus made in about three 
hours. There was not the slightest accident. The ease with 
which the car was turned off one set of tram lines and got on 
to another across several yards of unmetaled ground is stated to 
hove been admirable. The locomotion is effected by means of 
Faure accumulators, weighing some fifty hundredweight, which 
are fixed under the tramcar seats and connected with a Siemens' 
machine placed under the floor, The machine, which makes 
twelve hundred revolutions a minute, sets in movement, by 
means of a pulley, an axle to which are connected the chains 
which give impulse to the wheels, These wheels revolve sixty 
times to twelve thousand revolutions of the machine. The 
speed of the electric tramcar is nine and a third miles an hour 
on level ground, and five and a half miles on an ascent. The 
present tram lines are not well adapted for the new locomotion. 
On the newer lines the movement was sufficiently smooth, but 
on those that have been laid for some time there was a marked 
difference, and the actual working force was considerably lower 
than the indicated horse-power. The estimated coat is one-halt 
that of horse trams. 
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It is proposed to establish a permanent meteorological obser¬ 
vatory for the Bristol Channel. Mr. E. J. Lowe, who for the 
last forty years has carried on a regular series of meteorological 
observations at Highfield, near Nottingham, has recently pur¬ 
chased the Shirenewton estate, near Chepstow ; and, being con¬ 
vinced of the real importance of establishing an observatory 
which may be carried on through future years without interrup¬ 
tion, he has generously offered to present the whole of his valuable 
collection of meteorological instruments, together with his books 
and papers, towards the establishment of such & permanent ob¬ 
servatory, for which he also offers to give the site, together with 
such stone and lime as may be required for the erection of the 
necessary buildings, provided a sufficient sum can be raised in 
the district to build the same, and to provide a small endowment 
towards the maintenance of a limited staff of assistants, who 
would, in the first instance, be under his gratuitous guidance and 
supervision. Previous to making this offer publicly known, Mr. 
Lowe conferred with the Meteorological Department of the 
Treasmy, by whom Mr, Scott, F,R,S. (the director of the 
Department), was sent down, and his report was in every way 
most favourable, both as to the great utility and importance of 
the scheme, and also as to the admirable site which Mr. Lowe 
proposed to offer. 

Prof. Brown Goode, the Commissioner of the United 
States to the International Fisheries Exhibition, has just received 
a telegram from Prof. Baird, the United States Commissioner of 
Fish and Fisheries, to the effect that Mr. Ryder, the embryo¬ 
logist of the Fish Commission, has finally solved the problem of 
the culture of oysters from artificially impregnated eggs, and that 
on the 4th inst., at the Government station at Stockton, Mary¬ 
land, there were many millions of young oysters three quarters 
of an inch in diameter which had been hatched from eggs 
artificially impregnated forty-six days before. It may be added 
that oysters were artificially impregnated in America by Dr. 
Brooks, of Baltimore, in 1879, but the difficulty hitherto met 
with in hatching them has been to prevent the young oysters 
from escaping and being lost immediately after they are hatched, 
since the spat passes through the meshes of most finely-woven 
fabrics, such as flannel. 

We have before us No. 15, Part II., of the 4 ‘ Encyclopaedia 
of Physical Sciences ” (from the publishing house of Eduard, 
Trewendt, Breslau), which closes Wittstein’s Alphabetical Manual 
of the Pharmaceutical Technology of Botany. As a conclu¬ 
sion to the work are appended three tables : (1) of the German 
and other popular names of drugs; (2) of the officinal Latin 
names; (3) of the systematic Latin names of mother-plants. 
The i6th number contains the continuation of the Alphabetical 
Manual of Chemistry published by Ladenburg, and among other 
things gives a very comprehensive and concise work by Tollens 
on "Analysis," and on important monograph by Weddige on 
" Aniline." The last number which has reached us of the 
" Encyclopaedia of Physical Sciences ” is the 34th, Part L, being 
at the same time the 50th of the whole series. It brings the 
Alphabetical Manual of Zoology, Anthropology, and Ethnology 
a considerable stage forward. The editing of this work from 
the letter F onwards has been committed to Relchenow in Berlin, 
who, with the old contributors and a large number of newly 
added cooperators, such as Sussdorf, Vetter, E, Taschcnbergs 
and Georg Pfeffer, is pushing the work rapidly forwards. 

On September 3 the steamer Nordemkjbld arrived at Hammer- 
feat with the Dutch Meteorological Expedition saved from the 
Varna on board. The party states that the Varna was crushed 
in the ice on Christmas Eve lost, but did not founder until July 
24, after which date they were lodged on board the Dijmphna. 
One of the crew died during the winter. The scientific staff 
ore exceedingly well satisfied with the result of their labours, 


with the exception naturally of die magnetic researches. AL 
though Hovgaard was confident of getting into open water In 
August,, he hod decided that if not free by August 15 half the 
crew, under Lieut. Olsen, should leave the ship and attempt to 
reach the coast of Siberia at Yilratl, while he, with the other 
half, would winter on board. AU was well on board when the 
Dutch departed. 

The Norwegian geologist, Amnnd Helland, states that, 
having measured the following Iceland glaciers, he finds their 
area in Norwegian square miles to be s Vatnajokull, i$0 ; 
Langjokull, 26; HofsjbkuU, 25; Myrdalsjdkull, 18 s Dranga- 
jdkull, 15; GUmujokull, 8 ; ForfajbkuU, 2; and Eyriksjbkull, 
2, By way of comparison he mentions that the Norwegian 
glacier, the Justedalsbrm, is only 14} miles. It will thus 
be seen that the Iceland glaciers are larger than any other* 
in the world, as those of the Alps and the Pyrenees are even 
smaller than the Norwegian. 

The Norwegian zoologist, Prof. Robert Collett, a member of 
the Norwegian North-Sea Expedition, has written an interesting 
paper on the beaver in Norway. Formerly, he states, this inter¬ 
esting animal was found in many parts of the country* but now 
only in two rivers in the south. In 1876 a colony of them 
nppeared near Forsgrund, which, however, disappeared again in 
1880. Although he estimates the total number of animals at 
present in Norway at only about too, he does not believe they 
are decreasing. 

University College, Bristol, is showing considerable en¬ 
terprise in extending its curriculum and improving the efficiency 
of its teaching. In the curriculum of work for the coming 
session there is an increased extension of laboratory! instruc¬ 
tion ; this is a very pleasing feature. During the past session 
the chemical laboratory was very largely attended. The physi¬ 
cal and electrical laboratory is now in full operation, and valu¬ 
able apparatus has already been procured, though more is 
wanted when the funds can be obtained. A biological labora¬ 
tory has also been commenced. In the ensuing session we see 
that a geological laboratory will be provided. Special arrange¬ 
ments are also made for the systematic use of the engineering 
workshops. The success of the engineering department hitherto 
has been most encouraging ; and we are glad to see that the 
Council have now provided several facilities for the study of 
architectural drawing, and special arrangements for the practical 
work of students in this department have been made with 
various en;ineers, surveyors, and architects in and near Bristol, 
The medical school is rapidly growing, and already the neces¬ 
sity for further accommodation has become apparent. Want of 
funds seems to be the only check to the fuller growth and in¬ 
creased prosperity of the College. We believe, however, that 
the citizens of Bristol will not allow an important institution 
which is doing so much good work to feel the need of liberal 
support. 

M. Bertrand read, at the sitting of September 10 of the 
Paris Academy of Sciences, a report drawn up by the Mayor of 
Grenoble, assisted by a commission of engineers, contradicting 
the rumour that the experiments on the transmission of power to 
a distance by the Marcel -Deprez system had failed. On the 
contrary, the success was complete. A power of eight horses was 
conveyed to Grenoble, and the original motive power underwent 
only a loss of 40 per cent. The force conveyed to Grenoble 
a as utilised not only in pumping water, but in sewing, in moving 
machinery of every description, fee. The experiments lasted 
daring a lengthened period, and are being continued. We moft 
state that the distance is 14 kilometres, and the wire of copper 
instead of iron. 

Fresh shock? of earthquake were felt at Ca*amicrinla on the 
pth and I Oth inst. 
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f M. L'Host*, a Freftch aeronaut, crossed the Channel in a 
ha Hoon on Sunday; be left the French const at 5 p.m, on Sun¬ 
day, and landed at Since th, near Ashford, at n. 

Th® additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include a White-fronted Capuchin {Cebus albt/rons) 
from South America, presented by Miss A. Tanner ; two 
Common Marmosets (tfapale jacchus ) from Brazil, presented by 
Mr. H. H. Forbes Eden; three Mexican Deer [Cervus mtxi* 
canus $ 99 ) from the Island of Santa Cruz, presen led by Capt. 
Edwin Cole ; a Getulian Ground Squirrel (Xstvs getulus) from 
Morocco, presented by Mr. Geo. D. Cowan ; a Grey Ichneumon 
{HtrpesUs grisms) from India, presented by Capt. W. F. Small; 
a Common Squirrel (Seiurus vulgaris) , British, presented by 
Master C. B. Webster; two Stink-pot Terrapins ( Aromochdys 
adernta), a Pennsylvanian Mud Tara pin ( Cinostes non pcrtnsyl- 
vanicum)i a Missis sip; i Alligator ( Alligator missis sippUmh) % a 
Sharp-nosed Crocodile ( Croc odd us acuius ) from Florida, pre¬ 
sented by Capt. E. Cole ; a Common Chameleon (Chameleon 
vulgaris) from North Africa, presented by Mr. F. L. B. Payne ; 
a While-fronted Capuchin ( Cebns albifrons), a Black faced Spider 
Monkey (Aults ater), a Pi lea ted Jay ( Cyanocorax pileatus ), a 
Spotted Tinamou (NotAura maculosa) from South America, two 
Ruddy Finches ( Carpodurus erythrinus) from Siberia, a Jackdaw 
{Corvus nwMtluIa), British, four Eyed lizards (Lactrfa occllata) t 
South European, purchased. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Total Solar Eclitse of May 6.—The Comptcs 
Rmdus of the silting of the Paris Academy of Sciences on the 
|rd iost. contain the rej orts from the observers sent by the 
French Government to Caroline Island in the Pacific for the 
observation of the recent total eclipse of the sun. The pirty 
was composed of M. Janssen, M. Trouvelot of the Observatory 
of Meudon, M, Pasteur, photographer, and an assistant, who 
were accompanied by Prof. Tacchini, director of the Observa¬ 
tory of the Collegio Romano, and Herr Paltsa of the Obs rva- 
tory of Vienna, the discoverer of a large number of minor 
planets. One of the main objects of the expedition was a search 
for so-called intra-Mercurial planets, and it is to the observa¬ 
tions made in this direction that we shall refer here. Herr 
Falisa and M. Trouvelot were especially occupied with this 
Work. The former had a telescope of 6 inches aperture, with 
short focus and large field, equatorially mounted. M. Trouvelot 
had two telescopes, one of 3 inches aperture, with large field, 
reticule, and interior circle of position, aiid one of 6 inches 
aperture giving a high magnifying power. The 3-inch tele¬ 
scope formed a sweeping instrument with a field of about 44 
degrees diameter, for the exploration of the circumsolar region. 
Both telescopes were on a parallactic mounting, and in order to 
secure rapid record of positions and dispense with the readings, 
which cau e the loss of valuable time, M. Janssen had caused 
what he terms "tracelets de microscope " to be applied to the 
circles of right ascension and declination. Each of these, 
placed in the hands of an assistant, allowed of there being 
made# on the direction of the observer, a fine stroke across the 
divided circle and its vernier, so that subsequently, with the aid 
of this very precise indication, the instrument could be re¬ 
placed in the position of the observation and the necessary 
readings made at leisure. It was arranged that MM. 
Falisa and Trouvelot should divide the work* each attend¬ 
ing specially to one side of the sun. The Vienna astrono¬ 
mer's instrument, properly, as it seems, a comet-seeker, by 
Mere, had a magnifying power of 13, giving a field of 3*. With 
thfe, on totality taking place, he commenced his search, starting 
from the sun towards Saturn, at first on the south, and when he 
did not thus find stars he returned to the sun, and swept more to 
the north. In this way he recognised nine stars* all which are 
identified in the Bonn Durchmutterung. We give the lilt of 
Stars, correcting two misprints in the Compm Rmdus (14**355 
Should to* «td for *©*,543 we should read *©*,543), and 

appending the positions of the stars fat the Bonn epoch 
: 3 ms, w ith the sun's place reduced to the same epoch, 


the relative positions of the stars with respect to his centre will 
be readily seen 


Bonn Zone and 

number of star. Magnitude. 


‘f.355 

16,484 

* 9.477 

19,578 

* 9 . 5 »* 

30 . 5*7 

20.543 

20,551 

20,556 


a 

4*2 

5‘5 

6’o 

+ 5 
S'o 
5 ’° 
5*8 


Right 
Ascension, 
h. m. «. 

a 41 13-1 

2 31 152 

3 3 *0 8 
3 33 57‘8 
3 35 *4 5 
3 6 34 5 
3 *» 5* 0 
3 *4 24 8 
3 *6 4'* 


Declination. 

+ 16 51*5 
16 4*1 
19 107 

19 13*9 

19 12*5 

ao 30*5 

20 37*3 
so 13’4 

+ 20 17*4 


The result of his search Herr Palisa states to he that, between 
the limits (i855"o) 2h. 52m. from -M4 W to 4 - 19 6 , to 3h. 40m. 
from + 16* to + 22 0 , there was no star of the fifth magnitude un¬ 
marked in his chart, this, it should be mentioned, being a 
lithographic chart supplied to him by Prof. Holden, one of the 
American observing party. 

M. Trouvelot’s attention was first directed to the study and 
figure of the corona, but, after the totality had lasted two minutes, 
he applied himself to explore the region west of the sun. He 
moved his telescope 10° in declination to the north of the sun's 
centre, and swept slowly from that point from east to west, to 
a distance of 15° in right ascension. The first sweep brought 
out a small whitish star; two other sweeps were made without 
any result; but in the fourth he saw a bright star of a decided 
red colour, which he estimated at 4 or 44 magnitude. Its 
approximate position was a little to the north, and a little to the 
west of the sun, bat the cause nf a more exact determination of 
position not being made will be best given in M. Trouvelot*s 
ow n words : — "En voulant amener cet astre dans le champ trfes 
restreint de Voculaire du 6 pouees (o*i6m.), afin de che-cher & 
constater s’il mon trait traces soit d’un disqne, soit d'une phase, 
il se produisit une certaine c infusion par mi les deux aides que 
j’avais places aux cercles horairc et dc dtfclinaison pourguider la 
course des balayages, et bien que l'etoile travers&t le champ 
visuel, il me fut impossible de retenir en place la lunette, et dts 
lors de reconnattre son caraci&re et sa position.” In the abstract 
of results of observations appended to the reports of the ob¬ 
servers, after reference to Herr Palisa's experience-*, we read 
in the Comptes Rendus: “M. Trouvelot arrive A un re suit at 
moins net pour le cote ouest, mais nous savons que cet observa- 
teur distingu^ desire revoir la region oil se trouvait le solefl au 
moment de 1 eclipse avant de ce prononccr.” It is stated that 
the photographs, though not yet examined in a complete 
manner, appear to support the negative result obtained by Herr 
Falisa as to the existence of an intra-Mercurial planet. 


A New Comet.— A Dun Echt circular (No. 78) notifies the 
discovery of a comet by Mr. Brooks on September 2, which wa* 
thus olwerved by Mr, Wendell at the Harvard College Observa¬ 
tory on the follow'ug night 

Grcenw.ch M.T. R.A. Decl. 

h. m. f. h. m s * , ,A 

September 3 at x6 9 24'S ... 16 35 15*6 ... +64 49 33 

Daily motions in R.A,. - 36s., in declination - I2 f . It is 
described as circular; Less than 1'diameter; tenth magnitude ; 
well defined nucleus, and no tail. 


THE GERMAN SURVEY OF THE NORTHERN 
HEAVENS 1 

'T*HE illustrious Argdander was accustomed to say in the 
A quaint form of speech which he often employed, “The 
attainable is often not attained if the range of inquiry is extended 
too far.” In no undertaking is there greater need of a judicious 
application of this sound maxim than in the systematic determi¬ 
nation of the exact positions of all the stars in the visible heavens 
which Fall within the reach of telescopes of moderate power. 

The first subject whidh engaged the attention of the Astrano* 
much* Gescllschafti at its formation in 1865, was the proposition 
to determine accurately the coordinates of all the stars in Hie 
northern heavensdown to the ninth magnitude. To this associa¬ 
tion of astronomers (at first national* nut since become largely 
international, in its character and organisation) belongs the credit 

( An Address delivered by Prof. William A Rents before the Americas 
Association for the Advancement of Science at Minneapolis on August 15. 
1W3. 
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of arranging a scheme of observations by which, through the co¬ 
operation or astronomers in different parts of the world, it has 
been possible to accomplish the most important piece of astro¬ 
nomical work of modern times. With a feasible plan of opera¬ 
tions, undertaken with entire unity of purpose on the part of the 
observers to whom the several divisions of the la&our were 
assigned, this great work is now approaching completion. 
While it is yet too early to speak with confidence concerning 
the definitive results which the discussion of all the observations 
is expected to show, we may with profit consider the object 
sought in the undertaking, the general plan of the work, the 
difficulties which have been encountered, and the probable bear¬ 
ing which the execution of the present work will have upon the 
solution of a problem concerning which we now know absolutely 
nothing with certainty,—a problem of which what we call 
universal gravitation is only one element, if, indeed, it be an 
element,—a problem w hich reaches farther than all others into 
the mysteries of the universe,—the motion of the solar and the 
sidereal systems in space. 

Our first inquiry will be with respect to the condition of the 
question of stellar positions at the time when this proposal was 
made by the Gesdlsckaft in 1865, All the observations which had 
been made up to this time possess one of tw o distinct characteristics. 
A portion of them were made w ithout direct reference to any 
assumed system of stellar coordinates as a base ; but by far the 
larger part are differential in their character. This remark 
holds more especially with reference to right ascensions. Nearly 
all of the observations of the brighter stars made previous to 
about 1830 were referred to the origin from which stellar co- 
ordinates are reckoned by corresponding observations of the sun ; 
but since that date it has been the custom to select a sufficient 
number of reference stars, symmetrically distributed both in 
right ascension and declination, and whose coordinates were 
supposed to be well known. The unequalled I’ulkowa observa¬ 
tions for the epoch 1845, form, I believe, the only exception to 
this statement. From the assumed system of primary stars arc 
derived the clock errors and instrumental constants which are 
employed in the reduction of all the other stars observed. The 
'positions of these secondary stars, therefore, partake of all the 
errors of the assumed fundamental system, in addition to the 
direct errors of observation. 

The following list oomprises the most important of the cata¬ 
logues which have been independently formed: vix. Bessel’s 
Bradley for 1755, the various catalogues of Maskelync between 
1766 and 1805, Gould's d'Agclet for 1783, Piazri for 1800, 
Auwer's C&cciatore for 1805, Bessel for 1815, a few of the earlier 
catalogues of Pond, Brinkley for 1824, Bessel for 1825, Struve 
for 1825, Bessel for 1827, Struve for 1830, Argelandtr for 1830, 
and Pufkowa for 1845. 

An analysis of these catalogues reveals four important facts:— 

First, that, a large share of the observations relate to bright 
stars, at least to stars brighter than the eighth magnitude. 

Second, that in a large number of cases the same star is found 
in different catalogues, but that no rule is discoverable in the 
selection. 

Third, that, with the exception of the Polar catalogues of 
Fedorenko, Groombridge, Schwerd, and Carrington, the double- 
star observations of Struve, and the zone observations of Bessel 
and Aigelander, the observations were not arranged with refer¬ 
ence to the accomplishment of a definite object 

Fourth, that each catalogue involves a system of errors pecu¬ 
liar to the observers, to the character of the instruments em¬ 
ployed, and to the system of primary stars selected, but that thus 
far there had been no attempt to reduce the results obtained by 
different observers to a homogeneous system. In estimating the 
value of these observations it will be necessary to refer to the 
researches which have been made subsequent to 1865, 

The systematic deviations of different catalogues In right 
ascension inter sc were noticed at an early date by several astro¬ 
nomers i but the first attempt to determine the law of these 
variations seems to have been made by Safford in a communica¬ 
tion to the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society 
in 1861 (xxi. 245), on the positions of the Radcliffe catalogue. 

1 quote the equation derived by Safford, since it appears to be 
the first published account of a form of investigation almost 
exclusively followed since that time. It is as follows :~ 

Diffi of R.A. (Greenw. 12 Year Cat.—Rad.) - - a’38s. + 
0’32s« sin {a -f 5h. 32m,}. Extending this expression to terms 
of the second order, it may be put under the form A w a con* 
stant 4 (w sin a + n cos a) + (m! sin 2 a 4 n' cos 2 a) + , &c. 


Safford also seems to have been the first to notice the connec¬ 
tion between the observed residuals, and the errors in position 
of the primary stars employed. He remarks, 41 In investigating 
the causes which would give rise to such systematic discrepan¬ 
cies, I was struck with the fact that dote same or nearly the tame 
variations were apparent in the assumed places of the time stars 
for the years since 1845; that, if the correct positions of the 
time stars bad been assumed, the resulting position* would have 
been free from these small errors." That the relation given by 
Safford should have been observed at all is the more remarkable 
since the primary stars upon which the Radcliffe positions depend 
are nearly the same as those employed at Greenwich. In reality 
the systematic errors of loth catalogues have since been found 
to be considerably greater than is here indicated, and the devia¬ 
tion pointed out by Safford is in the nature of a second differ¬ 
ence. The speaker has shown ( Proc . Arntr. Acad . 1874, 18a) 
that the weight of the errors’ of the provisional catalogue as¬ 
sumed fell between the first and the third quadrants in the Rad¬ 
cliffe observations for 1841-42, on account of the omission of 
certain clock stars which were used at Greenwich. 

Since the discordances which exist between two catalogues 
may arise from errors in either one or in both, it is clearly im¬ 
possible either to determine the nature of the errors or to assign 
their true cause until a fundamental system has been established 
which is free both from accidental and from periodic errors,— 
from accidental errors, since a few abnormal differences may 
easily invalidate the determination of the errors which are really 
periodic ; from periodic errors, because a relative system can 
only become an absolute one when one of the elements of which 
it is composed becomes absolute. 

We owe to the researches of Newcomb, published in 1869-70, 
a homogeneous system of stellar coordinates in right ascension, 
which are probably as nearly absolute in their character as it is 
possible to obtain from the data at present available. He deter¬ 
mined the absolute right ascensions of thirty-two stars of the 
second, and third magnitudes, and comprised between the 
limits - 30“ and 4*46° declination. A comparison of the places 
of these stars for a given epoch with the same stars in any cata¬ 
logue for the same epoch enables us to determine with consider¬ 
able precision the system of errors inherent in that catalogue. 
Several circumstances prevent the exact determination of this 
relation. Among them may be mentioned the fact that New¬ 
comb's system cannot safely be extended far beyond the limits 
in declination of the stars composing the system, that the stars 
are not symmetrically distributed in declination, and that the 
system of errors derived from bright stars is probably not the 
same as that derived from stars of less magnitude. 

To a certain extent all of these objections have been met in 
the later discussion by Auwers, to which reference will presently 
be made. The substantial agreement of these two systems, 
independently determined, furnishes [satisfactory evidence that 
we have at last obtained a foundation system with which it is 
safe to make comparisons—from which we may draw conclusion* 
with comparative safety. When the catalogues which were 
formed between 1825 and 1865 are compared with Newcomb's 
fundamental system, through the medium of these thirty-two 
stars, the following fact* are revealed:— 

a. The only catalogue* in which there it freedom from both 
accidental ana periodic errcra are Argelander's Abo catalogue 
for 1830 and the Fulkowa catalogue for 1S45. One is reminded 
in this connection of the remark of Fond, that 11 we can hardly 
obtain a better test of our power of predicting the future posi¬ 
tion* of stars than by trying by the same formula how accurately 
we can interpolate for the past. In a variety of papers which I 
have submitted to the Royal Society I have endeavoured to 
show that with us the experiment entirely fall*, 1 * 

b. During this interval the constant differences between the 
earlier catalogues and Newcomb's system vaty between 4-0*17*. 
lor Fond, 1820, and -0:19*. for Pond, 1830; and for later 
catalogues between +0*07*. for Cambridge, i860, and +ot>2*. 
tor Greenwich, i860. 

c : All the right ascensions determined at English observatories, 
and especially those which depend upon the positions published 
by the British Nautical Almanac , are too large in the region of 
five hours, and too small in the region of eighteen hours. The 
general tendency of the constant part of the deviation from 
Newcomb s system is to neutralise the periodic errors in the 
region of five hours, and to augment them in the region of 
eighteen hours, where. In the case of a few catalogues, the mot 
becomes as great as O‘io*.,—* quantity which can be lOatfily 
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detected from the observations of two or three evenings with an 
indifferent instrument, if it relates to a single star. 

The right ascensions determined at rrench observatories 
exhibit systematic errors which follow nearly the same law as 
those whkh characterise English observations. 

Distinctively German observations are nearly free from sys¬ 
tematic errors. As far as they exist at all, their tendency is to 
neuttalise the errors inherent in distinctively English and French 
observations. 

d. In the case of several catalogues residual errors of consider¬ 
able magnitude remain after the systematic errors depending upon 
the right ascensions have been allowed for. These errors are 
found to be functions of the declination of the stars observed, 
and without doubt have some connection with the form of the 
pivots of the instrument with which the observations were made. 
This Ktatement bolds true, especially with respect to the ob¬ 
servations at Paris, Melbourne, and Brussels, between 1858 and 
*871 ; and to the Washington observations between 1858 and 
1861. 


e, The systematic errors which exist in observations previous 
to 1865 follow the same law and have nearly the same magni¬ 
tude as the errors of the same class which are inherent in the 
national ephemerides of the country in which they were made. 

The British Nautical Almanac and the Connaissance des Ttmps 
are largely responsible for the perpetuation of this class of errors. 
For a few years before and after i860 the ephetnerides of the 
Nautical Almanac were based upon the observations of Pond, 
which contain large periodic errors. It is found that the errors 
of this system have been transferred without sensible diminu¬ 
tion to every catalogue in which the observations depend 
upon Nautical Almanac clock stars. At English observatories it 
has been the custom to correct the positions of the fundamental 
stars by the observations of each successive year ; but this has 
produced no sensible effect on the diminution of the periodic 
errors, which belong to the fundamental system. The periodic 
errors of the American Ephemeris follow nearly the same law as 
the errors of the Nautical Almanac , but their magnitude is some¬ 
what reduced. The error of equinox is aUo less. 

Wolfers Tab , Keg. , upon which the Berliner Jahrhuch is 
based, has no well-defined systematic errors, and the correction 
for equinox is nearly tlie same in amount as in the American 
Ephemeris, but with the opposite sign. The accidental errors 
seem to be rather larger than in the system of the American 
Ephemeris . 

f. A general estimate may be formed of the relative magni¬ 
tudes of the errors of secondary catalogues by comparing the 
average error for each star of the primary catalogue. The 
numbers given below represent the average deviation far each 
star, expressed in hundredth* of seconds, after the various cata¬ 
logues have been reduced to a common equiuox :— 

Average error 
foi each *tar. 


Argelander . 1830 

Pulkowa. 1845 

Greenwich . 1845 

Greenwich . 1860 

D’Agelet (Gould) . 1783 

Cape of Good Hope (Henderson)... 1833 

Greenwich . 1850 

Greenwich . 1871 

Paris. 1867 

Washington . 1846-52 

Struve . 1830 

Cape of Good Hope . 1856 

Radcliffe. i860 

Greenwich . ... 1840 

Bessel . 1825 

Bond. 1830 

Gillis. 1840 

Madras (Taylor) . 1830 

Cape of Good Hope (Fallows) ... 1830 

Radcliffe. 184.5 

Armagh . . 1840 

Piaoai . .... 1S00 

Bessel's Bradley . 1755 

Lalande . 1800 

Lacaflle . ... 1750 


i"i 
1*1 
2‘0 
2*0 
2 2 
2 2 
2*2 
2’2 
2'4 
2* 5 

rl 

3'i 

31 

3 ** 

M 

3*9 

3*9 

4*5 

5 *o 

5*3 

7*9 

13*2 

24*9 


It it obvious from these relations that previous to about 1825 
the mogmtade of the accidental errors of observation, Combined 
vrith the errors of reduction, prevent any definite conclusions 


with respect to the periodic errors inherent in these early 
observations. It is probable, also, that early observations of 
stars of the eighth ana ninth magnitudes ore subject to a class of 
errors peculiar to themselves, the nature of which is now well 
nigh impossible to determine. 

The systematic errors in declination which belong to the 
various secondary catalogues named are even more marked than 
those in right ascension. The experience of Pond in 1833 is the 
experience of every astronomer who has attempted to compare 
observations of the same star made at different times, under 
different circumstances, with different instruments, and by 
different observers. He says ; ** With all these precautions, we 
do not find by comparing the present observations with those of 
Bradley made eighty years ago under the same roof, and com¬ 
puted by the same table of refractions, that we can obtain by 
interpolation any intermediate catalogue which shall agree with 
the oWrvations within the probable limits of error.’' 

We owe to the investigations of Auwers {Astro*. Nachr 
Nos. 1532-1536), the first definite system of declinations which 
is measurably absolute in its character. Vet the deviations of 
this system from that derived by the same author, but from 
much additional data in Publication xiv. of the Cesellschaft , is no 
less than I *2R. The present difference outstanding between the 
Pulkowa and the Greenwich systems at io° south declination 
is 1 ‘7s. 

Within the past five years the labours of Auwers, of Safford, 
of Boss, and of Newcomb, have resulted in the establishment of 
a mean system of declinations from which accidental errors may 
be considered to be eliminated in the case of a large number of 
stars; but the different systems still differ systematically inter se 
by quantities which a^e considerably greater than the probable 
error of any single position. 

When the discussion of the question of a uniform determina¬ 
tion of all the stars in the northern heavens to the ninth magni¬ 
tude was taken up by the Gcsellsckaft at its session in Leipzig in 
1865, Argelander, who was then president of the Society, 
appears to have been the only astronomer who had a clear* 
apprehension of the difficulties of the problem. He alone had 
detected the class of errors whose existence subsequent investiga¬ 
tions have definitely established. He alone had found a well- 
considered plan by which these errors might be eliminated, as 
far as possible, from future observations. 

Argelander, however, always claimed for Bessel the first 
definite proposal of the proposition under consideration (see 
Astron. Nachr. , i. 257). It wa^ iu pursuance of this plan that 
the zones between - 15 0 and + 15" in declination were observed. 
These zones were to form the groundwork of the Berlin charts ; 
and Argelander, in the execution of the Bonner Eurckmusterung, 
simply carried out the second part of Bessel’s recommendation. 

With the exception of the observations of Cooper at Markrec 
Observatory, and the charts of Chacoruac, these two great works 
—the second being a continuation of the first, under a better and 
more feasible plan—arc the only ones in existence which give us 
any knowledge of the general structure of the stellar system. 

The observations of stars to the ninth magnitude, found in the 
catalogues of Bessel, Lalande, and Piazzi, form the groundwork 
of these charts, The coordinates in right ascension and declina¬ 
tion of the stars found in these authorities were first reduced to 
the epoch 1800; the resulting right ascension being given to 
seconds of time, and the declination to tenths of minutes of arc. 
With these places as points of reference, all other stars were 
filled in, down to the ninth magnitude, by observations with 
equatorial instruments. The work was divided into rones of one 
hour each. Bremiker undertook five rones; Argelander and 
Schmidt, two; Woffers, three; and Harding, two. The re¬ 
maining zones were undertaken by different astronomers in 
widely separated localities. 

The work seems to have been performed with somewhat un¬ 
equal thoroughness, some zones containing nearly all the stars to 
the ninth magnitude, while in others a large number of stars 
having this limit in magnitude are wanting. 

The Durchmusterung, undertaken by Argelander at Bonn, 
was a far more serious and well-considered undertaking. This 
unequalled work consists in the approximate determination 
of the coordinates of 324,198 stars situated between -a*and 
+ 90* declination. It includes stars to the 9*5 magnitude, the 
coordinates being given to tenths of seconds of time, and the 
declinations to tenuis of minutes of arc. 

The first definite proposal of this work undertaken by the 
GcseUsehaJt, however, appears to have been made by Bruhns. In 
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the course of a report upon the operations of the Leipzig 
Observatory, he stated that in his view the time had come for 
undertaking a uniform system of determinations of the places of 
stars to the ninth magnitude blithe northern hemisphere by 
means of meridian circles; but he proposed at the same time 
that the positions of stars fainter than the ninth magnitude should 
be determined by means of differential observations with equa¬ 
torial instruments. After explaining certain plans and arrange¬ 
ments relating particularly to his own observatory, he introduced 
the following resolution :— 

** The Astmnomitchc Gestlhchaft regards it as needful that all 
the stars to the ninth magnitude occurring in the Durckmus- 
terung should be observed with meridian circles, and commissions 
the Council to arrange for the execution of the work," 

This proposal occa ioned a long and somewhat animated dis¬ 
cussion, in which Argelander, Hir<ch, Hruhns, Forster, Schbnfeld, 
and Struve took part. 

Argelander declared himself surprised at this proposal, which 
called for the rapid realisation of a plan of organisation which 
he had been considering for years with the greatest care, the 
difficulties of which he had maturely considered, and the execu¬ 
tion of which still demanded the most careful dJiberation and 
preparation. One of the necessary preliminary steps was a 
plan which he had already prepared, published, and presented to 
the Society in an informal way, which provided for contempo¬ 
raneous and corresponding observations of the brighter stars. 
As president of the Society he felt unequal to undertaking the 
charge which the acceptance of the resolution proposed would 
involve, os this procedure seemed to him prcuinture without 
previous preparation. He would admit, however, that every 
call to action of this kind tended to stimulate enthusiasm, and 
should therefore be encouraged, but he felt ob.iged to ask the 
Society not to require from him the immediate execution of the 
plan, but to intrust the serious consideration of it and the pre¬ 
paration for it to his zealous friends in the Council. 

Upon (he motion of Struve, the Society, by a rising vote, ex¬ 
pressed its confidence in the assurance of the president that he 
would bring forward his plan at the proper time, as soon as the 
means for its executi n could be assured. 

At the meeting held at Bonn in 1867 Argelander again 
brought up the subject in a communication w hich appear* to 
have been an exhaustive clbcussion of the whole problem. This 
paper is not printed in the Proceedings oj tht Gtsellschaft % but at 
its conclusion a committee w as appointed to take definite action 
with respect to the recommendations which it contained. The 
committee reported at the same session* and their report, which 
is published in the place of the paper presented by Argelander, 
is probably identical in substance with it. The plan proposed 
and adopted was finally published in the form of a programme, 
in which the details of the work are arranged with consider¬ 
able minuteness. As this programme has been widely distri¬ 
buted, it seems unnecessary to give anything more than a general 
abstract of it. Since it differs in a few minor points from the 
first report of the committee at the Bonn meeting, the essential 
features of this report will be given instead of an abstract of 
theprogramme itself. 

They are as follows;— 

a. The limits in declination of the proposed series of observa¬ 
tions arc -2° and *f 8o°. The first limit was chosen on account 
of the lack of suitable fundamental stars south of the equator. 
It is probable, also, that Argelander had a suspicion of the fact, 
since proven, that the uncertainty with respect to the systematic 
errors of southern stars is, of necessity, considerably greater than 
for northern stars, and that on this account it would be better tc 
defer this part of the v ork until further inve* tigations in this 
direction could be made. 

The limit + 8o° w as chosen because the repetition of Carring¬ 
ton's observations between 8i° and 90 0 was considered super¬ 
fluous, and Hamburg had already undertaken the extension of 
Carrington's observations from 8i° to 8o°. 

Within these limits, all htars in the Durchmmitrung to the 
ninth magnitude, and, in addition, all stars which have been 
more exactly observed by Lalande, by Bessel at Kdnigeberg, 
and by Argelandtr at Bonn, are to be observed, 

c< The observations are to be differential. The clock errors 
are not to be found from the fundamental stars usually chosen 
for this purpose, and the equator point corrections are not to be 
derived from observations at upper and lower culminations, but 
these elements are to be derivedfrom a series of 500 or 600 stars, 
-distributed as uniformly as possible over the northern heavens. 


The exact coordinates of these stars are to be determined at 
Pulkowa, thus securing the unity necessary in order to connect 
in one system the observation* of different zones, 

d. Every star is to be observed twice. If the two observe* 
tions differ by a quantity greater than ought to he expected* * 
third observation will be necessary. 

e. In order to facilitate the work It will be desirable to use 
only three or four transit threads and only one or two micro¬ 
scopes, In order to facilitate the reductions to apparent place 
the working-list of slot's should be comprised within narrow 
limits. 

/ Before the commencement and after the close of each zone, 
two or three fundamental stars are to be observed upon the same 
threads and with the same microscopes as were used in the zone 
observations. When the teeing is not good, and when for any 
other cause it seems desirable, one or more fundamental stars 
may be observed in the course of the zone. The number and 
selection of the stars will depend upon the character of the in¬ 
strument empb yed. If it remains steady for several hour* and 
has no strongly marked flexure or division errors, or if these 
errors have been sharply determined, the fundamental stars may 
be situated ten degrees or fifteen degrees away from the zone 
limits. However, there must remain many things for which 
no general rule can be given, and which must be left to the judg¬ 
ment of the observer, aided by an accurate knowledge of his 
instrument. 

£. With a Repsold or a Martin instrument oue microscope 
will be sufficient, if its position with respect to the whole four 
can be determined. It wiU tie sufficient if the change in position 
during the observations can be interpolated to Q’2S. 

A, it will be desirable to divide beforehand the zones into 
such time intervals that the observations can be easily made. 

/. Zones exceeding one and a half or at the most two hours 
are not advisable, first, because the zero points will be too far 
apart, and, second, because a longer duration will involve too 
much fatigue physically and mentally. 

At the conclusion of this report all the astronomers present 
who were willing to take port in this work were requested to 
communicate with the Council, stating the regions of the heavens 
which they preferred to select for observation. 

At this meeting, Berlin, Bonn, Helsingfors, Leipzig, and 
Mannheim signified their intention to share in the work. Leyden 
also expressed its intention of taking part as soon as the work 
already undertaken should be completed. 

When the stars to be observed had been selected from the 
Durehmusterung, it was found that the number would not vary 
much from 100, coo, requiring rather more than 200,000 obser¬ 
vations. Preparations for the work of observation were imme¬ 
diately commenced, and, by the time of the next report In 1869, 
considerable progress had been made. 

In the report for this year the provisional places of a catalogue 
of 539 fundamental stars were published. This catalogue is 
composed of two parts. The list of Hauptstemt consists of 
336 stars to the fourth magnitude, observed at Pulkowa by 
Wagner with the large transit instrument, and by Gyldcn with 
the Ertel vertical circle. The list of ew t-st&'ne consists of 
203 stars fainter than the fourth magnitude. As the detail* of 
the work in the formation of the provisional places of the star* 
of this list are not given in thz; report, it is not quite clear upon 
what authority they rest. The work assigned to the Pulkowa 
observatory by the Zone Commission was the exact determina¬ 
tion of the places of the stars of this list. The} observations 
were undertaken by Grom ad ski with the Kensold meridian circle. 
In accordance with the plan adopted each star was observed 
eight times—four times in each position of the instrument. The 
observations were differential with respect to the Haupt-sUrne, 

The results were published by Struve in 1876, and the place* 
there given were used in the first reduction of the Harvard 
College observations for ifi74~75, and perhaps in *ome other 
cases. 

About this time a change seem* to have been made in the 
original plan with respect to the formation of the final catalogue 
of fundamental stars, of which I have been unable to find a 
clear account. The original intention was to make the por¬ 
tions depend entirely upon the observations at t ulkowa. Hie 
Zone Commission established by the Gtsef&tAqft, however, com¬ 
mitted the formation of this catalogue to Auwetti and It Iw to 
him that we owe the most complete and the most 
logue of fundamental start yettrahHafced* The Fulkowa syttem 
for 186$ wm adopted a* the basis; tat, hi order to obtain greeter 
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oat from accidental errors for individual stars, the final 
>gu« was obtained by combining with the Fulkowa series 
the Greenwich observations from 1836 to 1876, the Harvard 
College observations for *871-72, the Leipzig observations in 
dedication only, between 1866 and 1870, and the Leyden ob¬ 
servations in dedination between 1864 and 1870. Before this 
combination was made, however, these observations were all 
reduced to the Pulkowa system. 

The following observatories have taken part in the zone 
observations 

Limits of 


Observatories. 

Nicolaieff 

Albany . 

Leipzig . 

Leipzig . 

Berlin 


sorbs in 
declination. 


- 2 to 
+ I » 
+ 4 »> 
+ io ( , 
+ 15 


+ 1 

+ 5 
+ 10 

+ 15 
+ 25 
+ 30 

+ 35 


Limits of 

Observatories. some in 
decimation. 

Lund . + 35 to + 40 

Bonn . +40,, +50 

Harvard College +50,, +55 
Helsingfors ... +55,, +60 

Christiania ... +65,, +70 

Dor pat . +70,, +75 

Kasan . +75 », + 8° 


Cambridge (Eng.) +25 , 

Leyden . + 30 , 

The zone between - 2° and +1° was originally undertaken at 
Palermo, that between 4- 1* and +4 0 at Neuch&tcl, that between 
+4 0 and 4 io° at Mannheim, and tliat between +35° and +40° 
at Chicago. 

In the latter case the great fire at Chicago crippled the 
resources of the observatory to such an extent that Safford was 
compelled to relinquish the work, which was at that time qaite 
far advanced. 

Attention was called at an early date to the importance of 
continuing the survey of the northern heavens beyond the 
southern limit fixed by Atgelander. The preparation necessary 
for the execution of this work consisted in the extension of the 
Durchnmsterun^ to the tropic of Capricorn. This was under¬ 
taken by Schonfeld at Leipzig. 

In the report to the Gcscllschaft at the meeting held at Stock¬ 
holm in 1877, he has given an account of this work, in which 
he stated that it was sufficiently near completion to invite the 
consideration of the question of the meridian circle determina¬ 
tions of the places of star:; to the ninth magnitude. The lack 
oftouthern fundamental stars who;e positions were well deter¬ 
mined was still a hindrance to the immediate commencement of 
the work. Relatively more stars of this class are required than 
in the northern observations in order to eliminate the inequalities 
due to refraction, Schonfeld stated that, while the burden of 
the determination of the places of these southern fundamental 
stars must rest mainly upon southern observations, it seemed 
necessary to connect them with the Pulkowa system by a con¬ 
necting link ( MittelnlUd) % through observations at some observa¬ 
tory well situated for this purpose. At this meeting Sandc 
Bakhuysen, of Leyden, gave notice of intention to take part in 
this work, Gylden urged the importance of securing the co¬ 
operation of Melbourne, and Peters suggested the advantage of 
securing Washington as an additional “mean term” (V.J.S. 

1877. p. ass)' 

The next reference to this work is contained in the Gestlhckaft 
for 1881 (V.J.S, xv. p, 270). A list of 303 southern stars is 
hero given whose exact places were at that time being deter¬ 
mined at Leyden and at the Cape of Good Hope. This list 
was selected by Schonfeld and Sande Bakhuysen, in a way to 
meet the requirements referred to in previous discussions, 

A final catalogue of eighty-three southern fundamental stars 
bf Auwers appears in this number of the Gcsell sc haft. The 
places depend upon the same authorities as for the northern 
stars, with the addition of the Cape of Good Hope catalogue for 
i860, Willlamstown, Melbourne for 1870, and Harvard College 
(Safford) for 1864, For stars not observed at Pulkowa, the 
general catalogue of Yarnall (1858-1861), and the Washington 
observations, with the new meridian circle between 1872 and 
1*75. were employed. As in the cose of the northern i-tars, 
these observations are all reduced to the Fulkowa system for 1865. 
It fe understood that the coordinates of the list of 303 stars are 
to depend upon this extension of the general system of Publica¬ 
tion xiv. to the limits required by the southern Durchmusterung 
of Schonfeld. 

It would be surprising if all the conditions of success were 
fulfilled In the first execution of a work having the magnitude 
aodiavolvtng the difficulties of the scheme of observations under* 
taken underthe auspices of the GcsHlsehqft* The extent of the 
tflocotdance* which are to be expected between the result* 


obtained by different observers can only be ascertained when 
the observations by which the different zone* are to be con¬ 
nected have been reduced. Each observer extended the work¬ 
ing list of his own zone xo' north and south; and it is expected 
that a sufficient number of observations of this kind have been 
made to determine the systematic relations existing between the 
coordinates of each zone with those of its neighbour. 

It is probable, however, that the experience of Gill will be 
repeated on a larger scale. In 1871 he solicited the cooperation 
of astronomers in the determination of the coordi tales of twenty- 
eight stars, which he desired to employ in the reduction of his 
heltometer observations of the planet Mars for the purpose of 
obtaining the solar parallax. The results obtained at twelve 
observatories of the first class are published in vol. xxxix. p. 99, 
of the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. Not¬ 
withstanding the fact that the final values obtained at each ob¬ 
servatory depend upon several observations, the average differ¬ 
ence between the least and the greatest results, obtained by 
different observers for each star, is 0*24$. in right ascension, and 
2‘3" in declination. In four cases the difference in right ascension 
exceeds 30s., and in four cases the difference in decimation 
exceeds 3*0". 

Even after the results are reduced to a homogeneous system, 
the following outstanding deviations from a mean system are 
found :— 


Authority. 

a « 

a & 

Authority. 

A * 

A 6 

Koiugsberg 

+ '°°5 

-071 

Leyden 

'-053 

- 0*19 

Melbourne 

+ '020 

-0*49 

Paris. 

+ *055 

-f O'Ol 

Pulkowa ... 

+ •005 

4-0-36 

Washington 

- *120 

+ 078 

Leipzig 

4-049 

+040 

Harvard Coll. 

- *072 

+ 009 

Greenwich... 

4 ‘009 

-0-56 

Cordova 

--•032 

-020 

Berlin 

+ •044 

+ 0*67 

Oxford 

+ *076 

+ 0'2l 


The observations of a second list of twelve star*, one-half of 
the number being comparatively bright, and the remaining half 
faint, showed no marked improvement, either with respect to 
the magnitude of errors which could be classed as accidental, or 
in regard to the systematic deviations from a mean system. 

This discussion revealed one source of discordance which will 
doubtless affect the zme observations : viz. the difference between 
the right ascensions determined by the eye-and-ear method and 
those determined with the aid of the chronograph. 

The programme of the Geselhchaft makes no provision for the 
elimination of errors which depend upon the magnitude of the 
stars observed ; but special observations have been undertaken 
at several observatories for the purpose of defining the relation 
between the results for stars of different magnitude-.. At 
Harvard College Observatory, the direct effect of a reduction of 
the magnitude nas been ascertained by reducing the aperture of 
the telescope by means of diaphragms. Besides this, the obser¬ 
vations have been arranged in such n manner that an error 
depending upon the magnitude can be derived from an investi¬ 
gation of the oliservations upon two successive nights. 

At Leyden, at Albany, and peilmps at oilier observatories, the 
effect of magnitude has been determined by observations through 
wire gauze. But notwithstanding all the precautions which 
have been taken in the observations, and which may l>e taken in 
the reductions, it will undoubtedly be found that the final results 
obtained will involve errors which cannot be entirely eliminated. 

I11 the experience of the writer two other sources of error have 
been detected. It has been found that there is a well defined 
equation between the observations, which is a function of the 
amount, and the character of the illumination of the field of the 
telescope. It has also been found that observations made under 
very unfavourable atmospheric conditions differ systematically 
from those made under favourable conditions. When the seeing 
was noted as very bad, it is found that, the observed right ascen¬ 
sions are about *08$. too great, and that the observed declinations 
are about 0'8" too great. 

There are doubtless other sourced of error which the discussion 
of the observations will bring to light. The effect of the dis¬ 
covery of these and other errors will probably be to hasten the 
repetition of the zone observations under a more perfect scheme, 
framed in such a manner as to cover all the deficiencies which 
experience has revealed or may yet reveal. One would not pro* 
baoly go far astray in naming the year 1900 as the mean epoch 
of the new survey* If the observations are again repeated in 
1950, sufficient data will then have been accumulated for at 
least an approximate determination of the laws of tidereal 
motion. 
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What is the present state of our knowledge upon this subject ? 
It can be safely said that it is very limited. First of all it can¬ 
not be affirmed that there is a sidereal system in the sense in 
which we speak of the solar sys^nu In the case of the solar 
system we have a central sun about which the planets and their 
satellites revolve in obedience to laws which are satisfied by the 
hypothesis of universal gravitation. Do the same laws pervade 
the interstellar spaces ? Is the law of gravitation indeed univer* 
sal ? What physical connection exists between the solar system 
and the unnumbered and innumerable stars which form the 
galaxy of the heavens ? Do these stars form a system which 
has its own laws of relative rest and motion, or is the solar sys¬ 
tem a part of the stupendous whole? Does the solar system 
receive its laws from the sidereal system, or has Kepler indeed' 
pierced the depths of the universe in the discovery of the laws 
which gave him immortality ? Are we to take the alternative 
stated by Ball, —either that our sidereal system is not an en¬ 
tirely isolated object, or its bodies must be vastly more numerous 
or more massive than even our most liberal intepretation of ob¬ 
servations would seem to warrant ? Are we to conclude, for 
example, that stars like 1830 Groombridge and o Centauri, 

11 after having travelled from an infinitely great distance on one 
side of the heavens, are now parsing through our system for the 
first and only time, and that after leaving our system they will 
retreat again into the depths of space to a distance which, for 
anything we can tell, may be practically regarded as infinite? M 
Can we assert with Newcomb, that in all probability the stars 
do not form a stable system in the sease in which we say that the 
solar system is stable,-^that the stars of this system do not 
revolve nround definite attractive centres? Admitting that the 
solar system is moving through space, can we at the present 
moment even determine whether that motion is rectilinear, or 
curved, to say nothing of the laws which govern that motion. 
How much of truth i-i there in the conjectures of Wright, Kant, 
Lambert, and Mitchel, or even in the more serious conclusions 
of Madler that the Alcyone of the Pleiades is the central sun 
about which the solar system revolves ? 

These are questions which, if solved at all, must be solved by 
a critical study of observations of precision accumulated at 
widely separated epochs of time. The first step in the solution 
has been taken in the systematic survey of the northern heavens 
undertaken by the Gesellschaft t and in the survey of the southern 
heavens at Cordova by Dr. Gould. The year 1875 is !he epoch 
about which are grouped the data which, combined with similar 
data for an epoch not earlier than 1950, will go far towards 
clearing up the doubts which now rest upon the question of the 
direction and the amount of the solar motion in space ; and it 
' cannot be doubted that our knowledge, of the laws which con¬ 
nect the sidereal with the solar system will be largely increased 
through this investigation. The basis of this knowledge must 
be the observed proper motions of a selected list of stars, so 
exactly determined that the residual mean error shall not affect 
the results derived ; or, failing in this, of groups of stars sym¬ 
metrically distributed over the visible heavens, sufficient in 
number to effect an elimination of the accidental errors of 
observation without disturbing the equilibrium of the general 
system. 

For an investigation of this kind, a complete system of zone 
observations, at widely separated intervals, will nflbrd the 
necessary data, if the following conditions arc fulfilled. 

First, the proper motions must be derived by a method which 
does not involve an exact knowledge of the constants of preces¬ 
sion. In every investigation with which I am acquainted the 
derived proper motions are functions of this element. 

Second, the general system of proper motions derived must be 
free from systematic errors. Errors of this class may be intro¬ 
duced either through the periodic errors inherent in the system 
of fundamental stars employed in the reduction of the zone obser¬ 
vations, or in a change in the constants of precession. It is in 
this respect that the utmost precaution will be required. If 
from any cause errors of even small magnitude are introduced 
into the general system of proper motion at any point, the effect 
of these errors upon the values of the coordinates at any future 
epoch will be directly proportional to the interval elapsed. We 
can, therefore, compute the exact amount of the accumulated 
error for any given time. 

When this test is applied to the fundamental stellar systems 
independently determined by Auwers, SaffoTd, Boss, and New¬ 
comb, we find the following deviations inter se at the end of a 
century:— 


deviation In a 


deviation in a 


A v a 8 

Auwers minus Safford ... -om +0*2" ... 0*238. I'X 1 

Auwers minus Boss ... — -+o*8 ... — U’l 

Auwers minus Newcomb -ox# +0*8 ... 0*06 2*2 

It is the common impression that both the direction and the 
amount of the motion of the solar system in space are now well 
established. The conclusions of Struve upon this point are 
stated in such explicit language that it is not surprising that this 
impression exists. He says, ** The motion of the solar system 
in space is directed to a point in the celestial sphere situated on 
the right line which joins the two stars measured from w and 
m Herculis. The velocity of this motion is such that the sun, 
with the whole e&rtig* of bodies depending on him, advances 
annually in the direction indicated, through a space equal to 
154,000,000 miles. 

It must be admitted that there is a general agreement in the 
assignment by different investigators of the coordinates of the 
solar apex. This will be seen from the following tabular 
values :— r 


Authorities. 

Right 

Ascension. 

Declination. 

Hcrschcl, 1783 ... . 

. ... 257 OO . 

+ 25 do 

Prevost, 1783 ... . 

Klugel, 1780 
HerBchel, 1805 ... . 

. ... 210 OO 

+ 25 OO 

. ... 260 OO 

. ... 245 52 . 

+ 27 00 
■ +49 38 

Argelandcr, 1837 

257 49 . 

. +28 50 

Lundahl, 1837 ... . 

. ... 252 24 

. +14 26 

Struve, 1837 ... . 

. ... 261 22 

* + 37 36 

Galloway, 1837 ... 

. ... 260 OI 

. +34 23 

Madler, 1837 ... , 

. ... 26l 38 . 

+ 39 54 

Airy, 1837. 

( 256 54 . 

* \ 261 29 . 

• +34 29 

+ 26 44 

Dunkin . 

/ 261 14 . 

* *** I26344 . 

■ +32 55 

H 25 OO 


In estimating the value which should be attached to these 
results, several considerations must be taken into account. 

[a) AH of the results except those of Galloway depend 
practically upon the same authorities at one epoch, viz, upon 
Bradley. 

(<*) The deviations inter se probably result in a large measure 
from the systematic errors inherent in one or lioth of the funda¬ 
mental systems from which the proper motions were derived. 
For example, Lundabl employed Pond as one of his authorities, 
and it is in Pond’s catalogue that the most decided periodic 
errors exist. 

(c) Biot in 1812, Bessel in 1818, and Airy in i860, reached 
the conclusion that the certainty of the movement of the solar 
system towards a given point in the heavens could not be 
affirmed. 

(</) The problem is indirect. In the case of a member of the 
solar system, exact data will determine the exact position in 
orbit at a given time ; but here we have neither exact data nor 
can we employ trigonometrical methods in the solution. We 
simply find that the observed proper motions are probably some¬ 
what better reconciled under the hypothesis of an assumed 
position of the apex of the solar motion. The method of Inves¬ 
tigation employed by Safford, who has of late years given much 
attention to this subject, consists in assuming a system of co¬ 
ordinates for the pole of the solar motion, from which is deter¬ 
mined the direction each star would have if its own proper 
motions were zero. Comparing this direction with the observed 
direction as indicated by the observed proper motion, equations 
of condition are formed from which a correction is found to the 
assumed position of the apex, by the methods of least squares. 

It must always be kept in mind that the quantities with which 
we must deal in this investigation are exceedingly minute, and 
that the accidental errors of observation are at any time liable 
to lead to illusory results. The weak link in the chain of 
Midler’s reasoning is to be found here. I think we can assume 
0*20" as the limit of precision in the absolute determination of 
the coordinates of any star, however great the number of obser¬ 
vations upon which it depends. Beyond this limit U is Impos¬ 
sible to go, in the present state of instrumental astronomy. 

It is safe to say that there is not a single star in the he*ven* 
whose coordinates are known with certainty wlthinthls limit. Do 
not misunderstand me. Doubtless there are ipanystars in which 
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the error will at some future time be found to fall within this 
limit. The law of probabilities requires this, if the maximum 
(unit falls within 1" But who is prepared to select a particular 
star and say that the absolute position of this star in space can¬ 
not be more than o*a" in error ? 

r. At present an arbitrary hypothesis is necessary in tbe dis¬ 
cussion Of the problem. Airy assumed that the relative distances 
of the stars are proportional to their magnitudes ; and he found 
slightly different results according to different medes of treat¬ 
ment. Safford assumed that the distances are, at least approxi¬ 
mately, in inverse proportion to the magnitude of the proper 
motions. The general result of his investigations up to this 
point is that there is some hope of using the solar motion as a 
base to advance our knowledge of stellar distances. Later inves¬ 
tigations have been made by De Ball, but the details have not 
yet come to hand. It is understood, however, that his results 
coincide in a general way with those previously obtained, 

It is clear from this brief review that we have here a field of 
investigation worthy of the highest powers of the astronomer. 
The first step has been taken in the survey of the heavens 
carried on under the auspices of the Gesdhckaft* It remains 
for the astronomers of the present generation to solve the diffi¬ 
culties which now' environ the problem, and prepare the way for 
a more perfect scheme of observation in the next century. 


INDIAN METEOROLOGY 1 
III. 

'T'HE next paper we shall notice is No. IX., by Fred. Cbam- 
A here, on ' The Winds of Kurrachee." The station dealt with 
is not only a representative one of the Arabian sea current, but 
is remarkable for exhibiting the highest average monthly wind 
velocity of any place in India. The observations used were 
furnished by a Beckley’s anemograph for 1873, 1874, and 

l875* a 

In discussing the annual variation, Mr. Chambers adopts a 
plan which has been followed out with much success by his 
brother in his great work on the meteorology of the Bombay 
Presidency, vis. its separation into normal and abnormal north 
and east components. 

It is thence found that the former are closely related to the 
corresponding barometric variations, and represent that part of 
the grand monsoon system which affects Kurrachee, while the 
latter are found to be connected with a system of local convec¬ 
tion currents, due to (relatively) local temperature variations. 
These latter, though subordinate to the former in point of mag¬ 
nitude, are still sufficiently large to mask the true nature of the 
regular monsoon currents whicn obey tho barometric law. This 
is more especially the case in Bengal, where, as it appears l>oth 
from evidence furnished in this paper and elsewhere, the activity 
of the monsoon currents is far less than on the west coast of 
India, while the absolute efficiency of the local variations is 
about the same. 9 

Another important) result deduced, U that the causes which 
produce the abnormal variations in the wind and pressure com¬ 
ponents, are similar to those which produce the annual variations, 
Thus, when the barometer rises abnormally a tenth of an inch, 
it is accompanied by an abnormal wind of 4*4 miles per hour 
from N. 5 & E., while a similar rise in the barometer from 
summer to winter gives rise to a wind of 47 miles per hour 
from N. 5 f E. 

This principle, which, though a priori probable, has not 
hitherto been supported by direct evidence, is without doubt 
destined to play an important part in the meteorology of the 
future, and to form one of the few channels by which we may 
hope to arrive at a correct knowledge of the effects of the sus¬ 
pected intrinsic variation of solar radiation on terrestrial meteor¬ 
ology. Thus Mr. Chambers says; 1 ‘ If the sun's heat is itself 
subject to fluctuations* either periodical or irregular, correspond¬ 
ing meteorological effects similar to those which are produced by 
the sun's change of position must result j M and he adds: “ The 
relation at Kurrachee appears to be one of the kind that would 

g Tho smelt elevatJwf of the anemograph (only if6 feet above the ground) 
is open to some objectlon/but this is s good deal compensated for by its 

•The resultant tenges 0 1 the wind variations obeying the barometric law 


arena follows:» 


Kurrachee ... 
Bombay ;•» 
Calcutta 


be anticipated on the supposition of the sun's heat being variable, 
and in itself affords a reason for buspecting, if it does not tend to 
prove, such variability." 

In discussing the diurnal variations, Mr. Chambers divides the 
winds into two great classes, convection or ordinary currents an 
which the air moves from relatively cool to relatively worm 
regions, and anti-convcction currents, or u winds of elastic expan- 
. sion ” as Bianford calls them, which blow outwards from regions 
of high temperature. Each of these classes is again divisible into 
two sub-classes (1) general and (2) local. 1 

If each of these systems is possible, as Mr. Chambers inferv, 
the resultant variation is evidently a very complex one, and the 
main difficulty in discussing it, evidently consists in being able to 
adequately separate each component in turn from the rest. For 
this purpose Mr, Chambers employs Bessel's formula, and though 
he admits that the components derived by this method, do not 
necessarily represent physically distinct variation?, its use in this 
case, as well os in others throughout this work, is attended with 
such favourable results, as to constitute a plea in favour of its 
more general adoption by English meteorologists. 

To follow all toe details of the investigation would be beyond 
our scope. It may therefore be briefly noted that the greater 
part of the variation of the north oomponent, is due to the alter¬ 
nate land and sea breeze (convection currents), while a portion 
at any rate of the variation of the east component, is due to local 
anti-convection currents which prevail only in the drier months. 
Further, the direction of the local anti-convection currents varies 
with the varying position of the centre of maximum temperature 
range in the peninsula, while that of the coast convection currents 
is nearly constant. 

By an ingenious plan for eliminat’ng the variations due to 
coast convection currents, and by choosing the months so as to 
reduce the local anti-convection currents to a minimum, the 
existence is further proved of a system of general anti-convection 
currents, which, it may be remarked, were firstfnoticed by Mr. 
Laughton in 1871, consisting of a double diurnal oscillation of 
tbe east component, which in the case of Kurrachee reaches its 
maxima at 10 a,m. and 9 p.m. and its minima at 4 p.m. and 
2 a.m. respectively. These general anti-convection currents have 
been likewise proved by Mr. Chambers to exist at Calcutta, 
Bel gaum, Bermuda, and Falmouth, i.e. in place* where the 
ordinary convection currents differ completely both in character 
and intensity. 

A comparison of the rainfall with the wind at the end of this 
paper leads to a conclusion similar to that drawn by Mr. Bian¬ 
ford, viz., that rain seldom falls as long as the summer monsoon 
continues to blow steadily, and Mr. Chambers hence infers, that 
a strong, damp wind from the seaward, is not the only condition 
required to produce rain. If this rule is only meant to apply tb 
the place w here the wind prevails, it is doubtless correct; but it 
seems open to misinterpretation if taken in a more general sense, 
sin'ce the laws of cyclonic systems and experience, both tell us 
that the reason why there is little rain on the coast when the 
sea wind is blowing strongly, is because the area of lowest 
pressure towards which the wind is spirally blowing is situated 
in the interior of the country, and that when there is least rain 
on the coast there is probably most inland. 

Paper X. “Some Results of the Meteorological Observations 
taken at Allahabad during the Ten Years 1870-79," by S. A. 
Hill.—This paper, which represents the most complete discus¬ 
sion of the climatic elements at a single station in the interior of 
India that has ever been published, contains much that is valu¬ 
able and highly suggestive to the physical meteorologist. To 
the climatologist It is especially interesting, owing to the inland as 
well as tropical position of the station. In May and Tune, 

; Allahabad is one of the hottest places in India, the maximum 
temperature in the shade often rising above 115* Fahr., while in 
that terribly hot year, 1878, the temperature actually rose up to 
119* on June 19. 

Nearly alt the elomeQts are discussed by the aid of Bessel's 
formula, and as it is a paper which cannot readily be reviewed 
m detail, we propose merely noticing one or two of the most 
salient conclusions deduced by the author. 

One remarkable feature that comes out from the discussion of the 
diurnal barometric oscillation, is its “ continental" character. Like 
Yarkand and other typically continental stations, the fell of the 
night tide is very small, and the ratio of the amplitude of the 
semi-diurnal to the diurnal oomponent, is not only smaller than 

1 These latter are dealt with in detail in those ropers of Mr. Chambers's 
which have already beets alluded to. 
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that at marine stations like Bombay, bat reaches its minimum 
value in Ihe hottest part of the year, when the ratio at the latter 
stations is rising towards its maximum. 

When direnssing the vapour tension, Prof, Hill remarks that, 

** while the diurnal variations of vapour tension and atmospheric 
pressure are connected with each other in so far as they are both 
effects of the diurnal inequality of temperature, it is doubtful 
whether there is any other connection between them except in an 
indirect way. At a dry station like Allahabad, where the ranee 
of the inequality of vapour tension is less than one-fourth of the 
range of pressure, it could never be supposed that the observed 
variation of the barometer is caused by the variation of the 
quantity of aqueous vapour in the air.” 

In explaining the afternoon minimum of vapour tension which 
is so distinctly marked at Allahabad during the dry hot months, 
a suggestion of Mr. Blanford's is noticed referring it to the 
semi-diurnal interchange between the lower and upper currents 
(which Is supposed by Dr. Kbppen to account for the diuryal in¬ 
crease in the velocity of the wind), supplemented perhaps by dif¬ 
fusion. The occurrence of a maximum of cloud nearly simul¬ 
taneously, lends countenance to this view. 

The clouds and rain are found to manifest similar diurnal 
variations, reaching their maxima nearly (I) when the tempera¬ 
ture is lowest; and (2) when the vapour in the air reaches a 
maximum, either by diffusion from below or intermixture with 
the lower strata* 

The heaviest fail recorded in one day during the ten years of 
observation was 15*48 inches between July 29 and 30, 1875, 
which has only been approached in the plains by the rainfall at 
Purneah in Bengal on September 13, 1879. aud the rainfalls on 
September 17 and 18, 1S80, w hen the disastrous land lip at 
Naini Tal took place. These abnormal falls are found to be 
due to the passage of small cyclones (secondaries, as they are 
generally termed in European weather bureaux) which strike the 
land on the coast of Orissa, and move nortbw ards along a line 
separating the westerly winds of iSonthern India from the 
easterly winds of the northern plain—the axis as it were of the 
entire monsoon f-ysteui, 1 The occurrence of the fall so far west 
as Naini Tal, together with its exceptional character in 1880, 
appears to the writer to have been due to the preponderance in 
that year of the eastern over the western mon oon system. 

In regard to wind, Allahabad conforms to the general rule 
deduced by Dr. Hann for stations near sra-lcvel in every part of 
the world, viz. that the velocity of the wind in every tea^on is 
greatest about the hottest hour of the day. 

The double diurnal rotation of the wind, exhibits a peculiarity 
which is of considerable interest in relation to Mr, Chambers's 
hypothesis of the connection between it and the diurnal varia¬ 
tion’of the barometric pressure. It w that in the dry hot months, 
the loop in the diagram representing the nocturnal variation is 
almost invisible, while in the rainy seafon it is much more pro¬ 
nounced, in correspondence with the nocturnal barometric tide 
which undergoes similar changes. In the marine climate of 
Bermuda, as Mr. Chambers has shown, both the nocturnal wind 
and barometer variations are nearly equal to those which occur 
during the day, and, in proportion as ilie climate of Allahabad 
becomes tnoister and therefore more maritime, so the variations 
in these elements appear to approximate in character to those 
at marine stations. 

Paper XII. “The Meteorology of the North-West Himalaya,” 
by S. A. Hill.—In this pajicr, which was originally compiled 
for a gazeteer and afterwards expanded, the author gives one 
of the most lucid and exhaustive accounts of the meteorology of 
a single district that we have ever had the good fortune to 
meet with. Not only is the region, one of peculiar interest, 
owing to the extraordinary facilities it presents for the observa¬ 
tion of atmospheric changes, in vertical as well as horizontal 
range, but the manner in which the data are discussed is so 
eminently exhaustive, and withal attractive, that it virtually forms 
an almost complete epitome in miniature of meteorological 
science. In a preliminary description of the climate, and while 
noticing the great beat of the Punjab and North-West Provinces 
as compared with regions further south, Prof. Hill alludes to 
the investigations of Poisson, Meech, and Wiener, as showing 
that the total beating effect of the sun is a function of the time 
during which he is above the horizon of a place, as well as his 
altitude. The region where, according to their calculations, most 

i.Mwcut,h» his “M4t*m>iogh» ajjpJiqude k la JVrfviiicn du Temp./' Us 
DOUCtd a tm>ilar tendency in European stoma to move “ vers la rraioit dea 
vents ulbles. 


heat falls from May 7 to August 7, lies about latitude 41 \ and H 
is to this circumstance, together with the dryness of the air .wind 
abfence of cloud, that Prof. Hill ascribes the excessively high 
temperature of June and July in the extreme north of the Pun¬ 
jab, and in the plains of Yarkand and Kashgar still farther 
north. 

In fact (and this is a point which we think has been a good 
deal overlooked by climatologists) the annual range of tempera¬ 
ture, is not merely dependent on the sea distance of a place, hot 
also on its latitude ; the further it is from the equator, cceierit 
paribus , the greater the amount of heat that falls in the summer 
months. On the other hand, since the summer season dimin¬ 
ishes in length as the latitude increases, the region where the 
effect upon the temperature reaches its maximum for the longest 
period is probably about lat. 2j4*, where the greatest amount of 
heat falls from equinox to equinox. 

With respect to the other factor, humidity, the North-Western 
Himalaya are found to differ very markedly from what may be 
termed the South-Eastern Himalaya. Thus Darjeeling, though 
higher, has very nearly the same temperature in January as 
Simla, Chakrata, or Mussoorie, where the winter rains are more 
prevalent; while in May and June, owing to its coming in for a 
much more copious hare of the summer monsoon, it is seven or 
eight degrees cooler. 1 

The vertical variation in the annual and diurnal ranges of 
temperature is found to be dependent chiefly on differences in 
the relative humidity of the air, the ranges being greater at the 
surface than at 6000 feet, where the lower cloud strata prevail, 
and greater again at the most elevated Nation*, where the 
radiation is excessive. 

Another important element—the vertical decrement of tem¬ 
perature—is found to vary considerably in amount and rate at 
different seasons, being on the whole greater in the summer than 
in the winter up to 6coo feet. Above this height, especially in 
the inner ranges, the temperature diminishes very slowly, partly 
owing to the greater latitude, and partly to the absence of cloud , 
and it is to these circumstances, quite as much as to the small 
amount of precipitation, that the well-known fact erf the snow¬ 
line being higher on the northern than on the southern side of the 
Himalaya, must be attributed. After working out the decrements 
in detail by the help of the method of least squares, Prof. Hill 
finds that on the mean of the year the temperature diminishes 
on the mean latitude 32 0 , at the rate of 2°’8 per icoo feet, or 1° 
in every 357 feet of ascent. In the Eastern Himalaya, it is more 
rapid, being i° for 320 feet. 

It is interesting to observe, as Prof. Hill says, that, assuming 
the rate of decrement to be uniform over the fouthem slope of 
the North-West Himalaya, “a mean temperature of 50° Fahr., 
equal to that of London, would be attained at a height of 9600 
feet, and the annual range of temperature would probably differ 
little from that observed in England. The hill sanitaria, at 
heights of 6000 to 7000 feet, possess climates comparable as 
regards temperature to those of Nice, Mentohe, and other health 
resorts on the Riviera*” only they appear to be somewhat 
superior to these in Having n much smaller annual temperature 
range. 

Prof. Hill calculates the height of the perpetual snow-line on 
the south slope of the North West Himalaya to be 17,800 feet, 
which is a good deal higher than the measurements given 
hitherto. It seems probable, however, that a good many of 
these, by mistaking glaciers for *now, erred in malting it too 
low. On the inner ranges bordering on Thibet, for reasons 
already noticed, the snow line is about 2000 feet higher. 

The diurnal variation of pressure—that hitherto unsolved 
problem for meteorologists—is discussed, though briefly, yet in a 
masterly manner, and the analogy of the mountain type by vertical 
exchange of air between their summits and the valleys, to the coast 
type caused by lateral exchange of air between the sea and the 
land, is noticed in connection with the corresponding system of 
mountain winds. 

It Is evident, from a perusal of this as well as other feet* h> 
connection with the diurnal range, that a complete explanation 
of it can only be attained b? tfitettering data embracing a wide 
area, in order to eliminate all such local variations of the normal 
type. 

The annual variation of pressure, is also very well described 
and explained, and we cordially commend it to the petttfal of 
teachers of physical geography out of text-books, in which tie old 

* This 1 explains why Dajj*tKog> such a hmltinr place for children, w 
whom a high tUmaur temperature is so fetal. 
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.as of how the mo woods art caused io India ore so 

_The explanations Of many of the text-books are in fact 

I on the intelligence of both teacher and pupil, 
ft is usually said that the air is heated over the land ex¬ 
pands, and rises (presumably in a courant ascendant). The 
air from the sea then rushes in to supply the tendency to vacuum, 
and this constitutes the monsoon, 

The true state of the case is, however, quite different, The 
way in which the air is removed from North India is not by 
ascending, but by lateral currents which constitute the “hot 
winds.** The vertical expansion by which a larger portion of 
the whole atmosphere is lifted above the level of the hub stations 
would indeed rather tend to raist than tower the isobaric planes 
towards the north, and as no true “courant ascendant n can exist 
until the air is rendered moist by the monsoon rains, the lateral 
winds are the only means by which the isobaric planes are caused 
to slope northwards prior to their arrival. 

The annual variation of pressure at the level of Leh, which is 
11,538 feet above sea-level, shows us that at a still higher eleva¬ 
tion the phases of annual barometric variation are exactly contrary 
to those which occur on the plAins, the minimum occurring in 
mid-winter, and the maximum in midsummer. 

It is further shown by Prof. Hill that the peculiar double 
oscillation at the hi 11-stations which in correspondence with 
.heir position is intermediate in character to those in the two 
extreme cases, is due to exactly the same causes as the single 
oscillation on the plains—a fact which will prove of much utility 
in farther research on this complicated question. 

The winds for the most part correspond to the barometric 
variations. The constant south westerly direction of the wind 
at the elevation of the hill-stations is, the result of two indepen¬ 
dent circumstances, viz. (1) the small depth of the winter (north¬ 
east) monsoon, above which the south-west anti-monsoon blows, 
and (2) the great height to which the summer (south-west) mon¬ 
soon reaches. Above the latLer monsoon it is not known how 
the wind blows, but in accordance with cyclonic laws it should 
be north-west . Perhaps future research will verify this inference. 

The discussion of the humidity observations, leads to results 
which corroborate some previously obtained from somewhat 
meagre data by General Strachey. On the assumption that 
flann’s empirical formula with the value of the constant as given 
by Hill is correct, viz.— 


log/ 




it is found that 14 at an elevation of 23,000 feet, or about the 
average height of the snowy peaks, the quantity of vapour in 
the air i* only one-tenth of that at sea-level. The extreme dry¬ 
ness of Thibet ami Ladakh is thus easily accounted for .*' 

The relative humidity depending on the temperature, obeys 
quite different laws, and undergoes variations very similar to 
those in the amount of cloud. 

The average height at which cloud would be formed in the 
rofay season, is calculated by Prof, Hill to be about 4000 feet, 
and it is interesting to note that this elevation agrees with that 
of the zone on which the greatest amount of rain falls in the 
Himalaya, the exact height of which is found to be 4240 feet 
above sea-level. Above this height the rainfall decreases 
rapidly owing to the exhaustion of vapour, but in the case of the 
Himalaya this decrease in rendered more prominent owing to the 
Outer ranges cutting off the supply of vapour to those more in 
the interior by promoting abnormal precipitation in their own 
vicinity. E. Douglas Archibald 


MULTIPLEX CAMERA BACK 

T*HE great advance in tourist photography by reason of the 
* production of the more sensitive and rapid gelatine dry 

S ties now used in such large numbers has led to continued 
provements in the construction of portable photographic 
apparatus. 



carded but the changing box boa also been devised. The latter 
consists of a cabinet arranged to carry twelve sensitive plates and 
a specially constructed dark hack for the. camera. When a 
piste is required to be changed, the dark back U attached to the 


changing cabinet, and by the action of spring* and shutters a 
sensitive plate is transferred from the cabinet to the dark back, 
which is then removed and exposed in the camera os desired, 
The changing box is complicated and expensive, besides adding 
another piece of apparatus to the tourist's luggage. The greatest 
difficulty, however, arises from the very merits of the gelatine 
plates themselves. 

They are so sensitive that the utmost care is required to keep 
every trace of light from the plate, and double backs that appear 
perfect to the eye, yet by the action of the sensitive plates them¬ 
selves are found to be imperfect. It is obvious that the multi¬ 
plication of double backs and the shutters forming part of them, 
adds to the liability of access of light nnd consequent fogging of 
plates. With the use of a changing box the same trouble is 
experienced, with occasionally farther difficulties, caused by 
variations in thickness or sizes of sensitive plates, the latter 
sometimes refusing to pa<ts from the changing box to the back or 
vice versd, very often causing loss of time, temper, and plate as 
well. 

We give illustration and description of an improved appar¬ 
atus that, by its simplicity of action, appears to obviate the 



difficulties before mentioned, and to possess merits of its own 
that will insure the success desired by the inventors. The ap¬ 
paratus combines in one cabinet the dark back and the changing 
box, and is the invention of Messrs. J. H. Hare and H. J. 
Dale. 

The woodcut (which shows port of the outer cabinet cut away 
to give a view of the interior construction) will immediately 
explain its action. 

The cabinet or multiplex back is made large enough to contain 
thirteen plates in two tiers, the lower tier containing seven and 
the upper tier six plates. The plates are secured in holders or 
carriers, with & thin metal back to each to prevent the light 
passing through the plate which may be exposed to those 
behind it, In the front of the cabinet is the usual sliding shutter, 
which draws up half way for exposure of the front plate of the 
lower tier. 

At the bade of the cabinet is a shutter which can be entirely 
removed when required to refill the back with plates. In the 
front shatter a small window of nou-actinic glass is provided, 
through which the number of the sensitive plate ready to be 
exposed can be seen. In the bock shutter two quick-tunning 
three-thread screws are provided, the -lower one to bring 
the plates of the lower tier up to focus, and the 









NATURE 


[.SgW; 13* i 


upper screw to tighten the upper tier of plates to pre¬ 
vent damage during travelling. The multiplex back fits into 
the camera in the usual manner. When the plate has been 
exposed, the shutter is closed,, back removed from camera, and 
both screws at back unscrewed. /Hien the back is gently turned 
over ; the first half turn causes the front plate of lower tier (just 
exposed) to pass into the upper tier, and then the second half- 
turn causes the back plate of upper tier to pass to the back of 
lower tier, while the second plate of lower tier has now come to 
the from, and is ready for exposure. 

If any particular plate is required to be exposed, repeat the 
operation of revolving the box until the number of that par¬ 
ticular plate is seen through the window in the shutter. An 
ivory tablet is provided on the side of the cabinet to register the 
numbers of the plates as exposed. 

SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 
Paris 

Academy of Sciences, September 3.—M. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, in the chair.—The sitting was chiefly occupied with the 
reading of the report on the French roisdon to the Pacific to 
observe the total eclipse of the sun on May 6, 1883. The report 
was prepared and read by M. J. Janssen, head of the mission, 
to which, besides M. Trouvelot, of the Meudon Observatory, 
and M. Pasteur, photographer, were also attached MM. 
Tacchini, director of the Roman Observatory, and Palisa, of 
the Vienna Observatory. The station selected was Caroline 
Island, in 10* S. and 152° 20' W., about 200 leagues north of 
Tahiti, a point lying very nearly within the rone of total obscura¬ 
tion. In the report are summed up the results of all the 
observations, which aimed especially at the solution of certain 
questions touching the constitution of the sun and the existence of 
the so-called intra-Mercurial planets. As regards contact the 
commencement of total obscuration was determined at 23b. 
31m. 51'S.s. mean time at Caroline Inland; end of same 2jh. 
37m. I5*8s., leaving a difference of 5m. 24‘is. as the actual 
duration of totality according to M. Trouvelot. M. Tacchini 
gave 5m, 23s., or a difference of slightly over one second, which 
was considered as so far satisfactory. M. Tacchini also made 
some remarkable observations especially touching a certain 
analogy between the constitution of the spectrum of certain parts 
of the corona and that of comets. In ms attempt to ascertain 
whether the light of the corona contains any large proportion of 
solar light, M. Jan-sen succeeded beyond his expectations. The 
complete Frauenhofer spectrum seen by him snows that, apart 
from what may be due to diffraction, there exists in the 
corona, and especially in certain parts of it, an enormous 
mass of reflected light. And as the coronal atmosphere is 
known to be extremely attenuated, such an abundance of 
reflected solar light can be explained only by the presence in 
these regions of cosmic matter in the form of solid cor- 
puscules. The photographs of the corona yielded several 
interesting phenomena, which are reserved for future study. 
For the present it will suffice to remark that these photographs 
show a more extended corona than that obtained from telescopic 
observation. The phenomenon also appeared limited and fixed 
during the period of total obscuration. A photometric measure¬ 
ment of the luminous intensity of the corona, which M. Janssen 
had prepared by means of photography, showed that in Caroline 
the luminosity of the corona was greater than that of the full 
moon. This is the first time that a precise calculation has been 
made of this phenomenon. On May 13 the mission re-embarked 
on board the Pelaircur, and on the home voyage visited Hawaii 
during the volcanic disturbances in the crater of Kilauea. M. 
Janssen took this opportunity of making a spectrum analysis of 
the flames emitted by the molten lavas, and was able to deter¬ 
mine the presence of sodium, hydrogen, and carburetted com¬ 
binations.—On the antiseptic frigidity of sores, by M. Gosselin,— 
Note tor M. J. Delauney on the indications some years ago formu¬ 
lated by him on the probable epochs of great earthquakes. 
In a note inserted in the Compks Rcndui for November iy, 
1879, the author considered it probable that the influence of 
Jupiter and Saturn on seismic disturbances is due to the passage 
of these planets through meteoric bodies situated in the mean 
longitudes of 135 0 and 26$*, In the approximate table of 
future earthquakes accompanying the note, the ryear 1883 was 
not mentioned. But in another note inserted in La Nature for 
October 23, 1880, a fresh calculation of probable epochs of 
seismic agitation, brought down to the year *920, mention is 


made of the date 1883-85, when disturbances might be expected 
owing to the transit of lupiter through the August meteors.—* 
Observations of the new planet (234) made at the Paris Observa¬ 
tory (equatorial of the we*t tower), by M, G. Bigomrdas.—On 
the affinities of the eocene floras of England and the west of 
France, by M. L. Crie,—Fresh remarks on the Pkyttogtostmm 
Drummondii (Kunze), by M. C, Eg. Bertrand. —On a process 
for extracting alcohol by means of lemon juice, by M. Levat.— 
On the fermentation of bread-stuffs, by M. G. Chtcandard. 

VlSSNA 

. Imperial Academy of Sciences, July ta.—D, Star, on 
the morphology and systematic? of culmian and carbon fauna, 
—H. Jann, electrolytic studies (preliminary note).—-A. Adam¬ 
kiewicz, on the theory of brain pressure and on the pathology of 
brain compression (part ii.)—Th. von Oppolzer, communication 
on a series of observations (just completed) for the absolute de¬ 
termination of gravity at Vienna.—W. Fossek, on a derivative 
of isobutyraldehyde analogous to hydrobenzoin.—On the pre¬ 
paration of isobutyraldehyde free from acetone, by the same.— 
H. Molisch, researches on hydrotropism. 

July 19.—C. von Ettingshausen, on the Tertiary flora of Japan. 
—F. Braner, on two parasites of the June beetle (Rkizostrogus 
so!stiff alts): 1, ffirmontura obscure. Mg. ; 2, Phero stoma lata. 
Egg.—B. Mandelstamm, studies on innervation and atrophy of 
the laryngeal muscles,—T. Korteweg, on the question whether 
the variations io the length and height of the singular periods of 
frequency of sun-spots were produced by the interference of two 
periods of unequal but invariable length and height.—V. Haus- 
manninger, new observations on the impact of cylindrical caout¬ 
chouc rods.—M. Loewit, on the formation of white and red 
blood-corpuscles.—L. von Barth and H. Weidel, on the oxida¬ 
tion of morphine.—-G. Goldschmidt, on papaverine.—J. Haber- 
mann, 011 some basic sulphates.—Onarbutin, by the same.—M. 
Hoenig and E. Zatzek, on the direct estimation of carbonic acid 
in presence of sulphides, sulphites, and thiosulphates.—On the 
action of permanganate of potassium on some sulphur com¬ 
pounds, by the same-—A. Waage, on the action of ammonia on 
propionaldchyde,— E. Lippmann and F. Fleissrxer, contribution 
to a knowledge of azylines. 
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SCIENCE WORTHIES 
XXII.— Arthur Cayley 

T is natural that the public in general should wish to 
know something of the life and work of one whom 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science 
has honoured by placing him this year at its head, an 
honour indeed which could not much longer have been 
withheld, considering the foremost place which our new 
President occupies among English mathematicians, liut 
when asked to tell the story I am tempted to exclaim 
with the needy knifegrinder- 

“ Story, God ble^s you, there is none to tell, Sir.” 

The quiet life of a student is not likely to be rich in sen¬ 
sational incidents, and of the nature of the work done by 
a labourer in the field of pure mathematics it is not 
possible to give more than a vague idea to the outside 
world. Some slight sketch I must attempt to give, and 
in doing so I must express my obligation i to Mr. j. W. L. 
Glaisher, without the help of whose gi eater knowledge of 
Cambridge matters and of the recent progress of mathe¬ 
matics I could not have undertaken this task. 

Arthur Cayley was born August 16, 1821. His father, 
a grandson of Cornelius Cayley—who was Recorder of 
Kingston-on-Hull from 1725 to 1771—was settled at St. 
Petersburg as partner in the firm of Russian merchants— 
Thornton, Melville, and Cayley. It was during a short 
visit of his parents to England that their second son, 
Arthur, was born at Richmond, Surrey. An elder brother 
had died in infancy ; a younger brother has since become 
well known as an Italian scholar and a translator of 
Dante. In 1829 the family returned permanently to 
England, and after a while fixed their residence at Black- 
heath, At a very early age Arthur gave the usual indica¬ 
tion by which mathematical ability is wont first to show 
itself, namely, great liking and aptitude f <r arithmetical 
calculations. A lady, who was one of his first instructors, 
has told that he used to ask for sums in Long Division tp 
do while the other little bjys were at play. After four 
years' teaching at a private school at Biackheath he was 
sent at the age of fourteen to King’s College School, 
London, the principal of which (Hugh Rose), being struck 
by the indications of mathematical genius which he gave, 
prevailed on his father to abandon his intention of bring¬ 
ing the boy up to his own business and induced him to 
send him instead to Cambridge, where he entered Trinity 
College at the rather unusually early age of seventeen. 
At his college examinations Cayley was first by an 
enormous interval; but it was fortunate for him that the 
wares in which hs dealt were those which fetched the 
highest price ; for, if classics had been given the prefer¬ 
ence over mathematics instead of vice vcr$&> he bad in 
his class at Trinity College two most formidable com¬ 
petitors; namely, Mr. Munro, the well known scholar and 
editor of Lucretius, and Mr. Justice Denman, who after- 
wards came out as Senior Classic at the same time that 
Cayley came out as Senior Wrangler and first Smith’s 
Priieman. 

This was in 1843, In University as in other harvests, 
V01* XfcVHL—No. 725 


there sometimes comes a run of unusually good years, 
and this certainly appears to have been the case at the 
period in question. The Senior Wrangler in 1840 was 
Leslie Ellis, in 1841 Stokes, in 1842 Cayley, in 1843 
Adams ; the last three of whom have, for now over twenty 
years, given lustre to the Cambridge mathematical school, 
of which they have formed part of the working staff. I 
do not know whether Cayley’s success at the Tripos Ex¬ 
amination was as little a surprise to himself as it was to 
others. Stories were current in Cambridge at the time 
of the equanimity with which he received the news of 
his success. The best authenticated one is that he 
was on the top of the coach on a night journey from 
London to Cambridge when the tripos list was put into 
his hands ; he quietly put it into his pocket, resigning 
himself very contentedly to the necessity of waiting till 
the morning light for a knowledge of ita contents. 
Ca>lev’s name cannot be added to the list of those who 
have combined distinction in the boats or on the cricket 
field with high University honours. He was, however, an 
active pedestrian, and was a member of the Alpine Club 
in its comparatively early days. 

While still an undergraduate, Cayley commenced his 
career of mathematical publications by a paper in the 
Cambridge Mathematical Journal for \ 841. This period i - 
cal had been founded a little time before by Leslie Elli*, 
who has been just mentioned, in conjunction with his 
friend, Mr. Gregory, who thereby rendered a service to 
English mathematics that it would be difficult to estimate. 
One who devotes himself to original mathematical re¬ 
search must make up his mind to forego the pecuniary 
rewards which attend other forms of successful literary 
labour. The public which he addresses is so limited that, 
instead of expecting to be paid for what he writes he has 
to think how he cin give it to the world without too 
severe pecuniary loss. If it were not for the help given 
by learned societies and by mathematical periodical*-', 
every mathematician who was not rich would be forced 
to keep his discoveries to himself, and on such terms few 
would have spirit to persevere in research. At the time 
of which I speak mathematical periodicals open to young 
students scarcely existed, so that to young mathematicians 
doubtful of the value of their own speculations, and 
whose modesty would hardly permit them to ask for 
publication from the Royal Society, an immense stimulus 
was given by the foundation of the periodical just men¬ 
tioned, the Cambridge Mathematical Journal , afterwards 
continued under the names of the Cambridge and Dublin 
Mathematical Journal and the Quarterly Journal oj 
Mathematics . This journal roused the energies of the 
younger members of the University by making known to 
them that others of no higher standing than themselves 
were engaged in original research and by promising them 
the means of publishing whatever they might discover ; 
and certainly it is no small thing that it can boast to have 
given Cayley his first opportunity of coming before the 
world. 

His prodigious activity however could not long be 
content with a single outlet, and there were few organs 
of mathematical publication at home or abroad which 
did not receive communications from him. If Ids memoirs 
were now collected, they would form a mass exhibiting a 
spectacle of enormous literary industry. It appears, 
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however, not to have been until 1852 that he addressed a 
memoir to the Royal Society, of which he was elected a 
Fellow in the same year. 

His mathematical activity during this period was the 
more surprising, as he was able to devote to these studies 
only a limited portion of his time. He had been elected 
a Feliow of Trinity College in 1842 ; but as he was not 
willing to take Holy Orders, this was but a temporary 
provision, for he could only hold his Fellowship for seven 
years after his Master’s degree. It became necessary for 
him therefore to look out for some profession more re¬ 
munerative than mathematics, and very soon after taking 
his Master’s degree he became a pupil of the eminent 
conveyancer, Mr. Christie. It is said that when offering 
himself as a pupil he modestly suppressed all mention of 
his antecedents, and that Mr. Christie was much surprised 
to find out on cross-examining him that he had to do with 
a Senior Wrangler and Fellow of Trinity, However this 
may be, he soon became Mr. Christie’s favourite pupil, as 
indeed was not wonderful in the case of one who possessed 
a very clear head, immense capacity for work, and the 
power of throwing his whole mind into the work on which 
he was at the time engaged. After he was called to the 
bar he never had occasion to look elsewhere for business, 
for Mr. Christie was always glad to supply him with as 
much conveyancing work as he was willing to undertake. 
I have been told that some of his drafts were made to 
serve as models for students. But nothing that her 
wealthy rival had to offer could seduce Cayley into un¬ 
faithfulness to his first love, Mathematics. For Mathe¬ 
matics he always jealously reserved a due portion of time 
free from the encroachments of his business relations with 
Law, and it was during the time of his legal practice that 
some of his most brilliant mathematical discoveries were 
made, At last he obtained release ftom the embarrass¬ 
ment of a divided allegiance- By placing Lady Sad¬ 
ler’s trusts on a new footing and founding the Sadlerian 
Professorship, his University was able to invite him 
to return, and he gladly accepted what was at the time 
a very modest provision, but which would enable him 
to give his whole time to the pursuits most congenial 
to him. Some time after his return to Cambridge his 
pecuniary position was improved. His College, which 
on his return had speedily made him an honorary Fellow, 
after a time reelected him to a foundation Fellowship, 
necessarily a very rare distinction, since the reelection 
of an ex-Fcllow involves the exclusion of the claims of a 
younger candidate. Later still, in the course of University 
legislation about Professorships, the position of the Sad- 
Lerian Professorship was improve! But these things 
could not have been foreseen at the time that Cayley 
accepted the office. 

It was in 1863 that, after fourteen years of chamber life 
in Lincoln’s Inn, he married and settled perm anently in 
Cambridge. He never would own to any regret when 
his friends spoke to him of the prospects of professional 
advancement which he sacrificed by not remaini ng at the 
bar. He knew what mode of life would best promote his 
own happiness, and he had strength of mind to follow it 
without troubling his head about the riches or honours a 
different course might bring. His mathematical work 
gave him*pleasure which he never found in law; and in 
his hatred of unnecessary words he was once wicked enough 
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to say that theobject oflaw was to say a thing in the greatest 
number of words, and of mathematics to say it in the 
fewest. But, jesting apart, the University bad no reason 
to regret the legal training and knowledge which he had 
acquired during his absence from it. It has much added 
to his usefulness as a member of the Council of the 
Senate, where his opinion has carried the greatest weight, 
and it has enabled him to be particularly useful both to 
his College and to the University in the drafting of new 
statutes and in the necessary preliminary deliberations. 
At the last contested Parliamentary election Cayley pre¬ 
sided at one of the three polling places, and gave universal 
satisfaction, hearing patiently the arguments on both 
sides on all disputed points, and then promptly making 
a decision in a few words in such a way as to inspire 
general confidence. 

But after all it 19 as a mathematical professor that 
Cayley is eminently ‘‘the right man in the right place.” 
No one could be better fitted to discharge the duties pre¬ 
scribed for the Sadlerian Professor, “ to explain and teach 
the principles of pure mathematics, and to apply himself 
to the advancement of the science.” It is seldom that 
one man so well combines the two qualifications here 
indicated, viz. power to teach what is known already, and 
ability to extend the boundaries of knowledge. It con¬ 
stantly happens that men of great originality of genius 
find it irksome to study what has been done by others. 
And now every department of science has so enlarged its 
borders that it has not only become impossible for one 
man to master the whole circle of the sciences ; but even 
a single department, such as pure mathematics, includes 
under it so great a variety of subjects that most men are 
content to be specialists, and, devoting themselves to their 
favourite topic, are satisfied with a very superficial know¬ 
ledge of other branches. Cayley is quite as distinguished 
for the amount and universality of his reading as for his 
power of original work, and may fairly count as the most 
learned mathematician of the present day. I suppose 
that, if all European mathematicians could be subjected 
to a tripos competition, no matter who might come out 
first on the “problem” papers, Cayley would be far 
ahead in the u book work.” And his tastes are so catholic 
that no form of mathematics comes amiss to him. I re¬ 
member how we in Dublin were struck by his proficiency 
in pure geometry, a subject then much cultivated with us, 
but which we had been accustomed to look on as too 
little esteemed at Cambridge. 

This wideness of knowledge has made Cayley invaluable 
as a mathematical referee. To several scientific societies 
(the Royal Society, the Mathematical Society, the Royal 
Astronomical Society, the Cambridge Philosophical So¬ 
ciety) he has long been a principal adviser as to the merits 
of mathematical papers presented for publication, no one 
being more willing to take the trouble of examining such 
papers, or being better able to pronounce how much of 
their contents is new or important. And no one could Ve 
more ready and obliging with bis advice to private 
students who have desired to interest him in their inves¬ 
tigations, and to be assured by him that no unscrupulous 
predecessor has plagiarised their discoveries. Repeatedly 
have foreign mathematicians expressed their surprise at 
the rapidity with which he has dealt with such inquiries, 
an answer commonly coming by return of post, probably 
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giving a new proof of some of the results, or point¬ 
ing out that some of thefn were capable of greater gene¬ 
ralisation. By his services in this way he has made 
himself so widely popular that if European mathema¬ 
ticians had to elect themselves a head 1 could not name 
any one likely to have a larger number of votes. 

With respect to Cayley as an original inquirer, his 
special merit has in my opinion been truly seized by Mr. 
Glaisher, who has described him as the greatest living 
master of algebra. While, as I have said, no part of 
mathematics comes amiss to him, he" is always happiest 
when he can translate his theorems into pure algebra and 
show that a proposed result is but the expression of an 
algebraical fact. In this respect he differed from H. J. 
Smith, by whose recent loss English mathematics has 
so terribly suffered, who was entirely arithmetical in his 
thoughts and work. 

Mathematicians, like chess-players, may be divided into 
the book-learned and the original, the highest amount of 
excellence being attained by those who combine great 
knowledge of books with the power to strike into new 
paths of their own. Of this I have spoken already. But 
there is another division of chess-players, the solid 
and the brilliant, some being full of ingenious devices 
which, however, will not bear a careful examination ; 
others being quite free from mistake but wooden in their 
style. Cayley combines the excellences of the two kinds 
in a very high degree, though his merits in the one 
respect appear to me to be more marked than in the 
Other. Men weak in power of calculation have often 
exhibited beautiful exercises of ingenuity in their attempts 
to arrive at results by some shorter process. Such a 
master of algebra in all its forms as Cayley was not to be 
dismayed by any amount of calculation, and he therefore 
has been able to trample down many a difficulty which 
an inferior in this respect {might have evaded by some 
ingenious oblique method. 

As Cayley is not afraid of hard work himself, so it is 
necessary for the readers of his papers not to be easily dis¬ 
couraged by formidable calculations. But in my opinion it 
is not this to much that makes Cayley's papers difficult to 
read as the fact that he usually proceeds by the synthetic, 
not the analytic, method. It usually happens that a 
mathematical inquirer begins by proposing to himself 
some comparatively simple question. By the time he 
has found the answer to it, the subject opens on him ; 
the first question suggests others, the theorem first dis¬ 
covered is found to admit of wide generalisations, and 
perhaps it may be found that these could have been 
arrived at in quite another way. When the time comes 
for the inquirer to publish his results to the world, the 
most attractive course is to take his readers by exactly 
the same road he has travelled himself, beginning with 
the simple problem which first attracted attention, and 
leading on step by step to the highest results arrived at. 
Cayley on the contrary usually begins by trying to estab¬ 
lish at once the highest generalisation he has reached, 
suiting down equations and proceeding to make calcu¬ 
lations as to the good of which he has not taken his 
readers 1 into his confidence. The consequence is that 
few master his papers but those who have found a clue 
to them by some previous work in the same direction. 

I fencythat the difficulty of Cayley’s papers it to be 


accounted for by his having had comparatively little experi¬ 
ence in teaching mathematics until rather late in life, and 
then only to students of the highest order. He lectured for a 
few years at Trinity after taking his degree, but I dare say 
that he did wisely in going to the bar instead of making a 
livelihood by mathematical teaching at Cambridge, for 
one who loved mathematics so much for its own sake, would 
hardly sympathise with the many whose only object in 
coming to him would be to learn how they could success¬ 
fully get through an examination. On his return to Cam¬ 
bridge he possibly would have extended his influence more 
widely if he had taken what may seem the.lazier course of 
giving the same series of lectures year after year. But 
Cayley preferred to give his classes his latest and highest 
: work, and each year has taken for his subject that of the 
! memoir on which he was for the time engaged. The 
result has been that he has been brought little in contact 
with any but the most advanced students, who alone could 
profit by such instruction, nor even they, indeed, unless 
they were as high-minded as himself, and were content to 
spend a great amount of time and labour on work that 
could not “pay * f at the great University examination. 

As 1 have spoken of Cayley’s lectures I ought not to 
omit to mention the honour done him by the heads of the 
Johns Hopkins University of Baltimore, Maryland, an 
institution which numbers among its professors, as head 
of its mathematical department, Cayley's distinguished 
friend and fellow worker, Sylvester. They invited Cayley 
to go over to lecture at Baltimore in the winter session 
of 1882. He accepted a proposal in every way so 
flattering, and lectured at Baltimore in the months of 
January to May, 1882, returning to England in June. 
His subject was Elliptic and Abelian functions, and his 
lectures, in which he considered from an algebraic point 
of view the geom etrical theories of Clebsch and Gordan, 
were given for publication to the American Journal of 
Mathematics , and are likely to form a classic memoir on 
the subject. 

As 1 have said so much of Cayley’s mathematical 
labours,it will probably be expected that I should speak a 
little less vaguely, and endeavour to explain more par¬ 
ticularly the nature and progress of his discoveries; yet it 
is no 1 : easy to make the history of discovery in the higher 
branches of pure mathematics readable even for so select 
a class as the 'subscribers to Nature. It requires but a 
small stock of technical knowledge to enable a reader to 
follow with interest a history of mechanical inventions, or 
of discoveries admitting of useful practical applications, 
or of the skilled organisation of labour; but what is to 
be said of the work done by a solitary student in his 
closet, the result of which will not so much as cheapen 
one yard of calico ? 

It would be out of place if I were to take trouble here 
to show that pure mathematics have after all added much 
to the material wealth of the world. My subject is the 
life of a great artist who has had courage to despise the 
allurements of avarice or ambition, and has found more 
happiness from a life devoted to the contemplation of 
beauty and truth than if he had striven to make lumself 
richer, or otherwise push himself on in the world. We 
do not classify painters according to the numbers capable 
of appreciating their respective productions. On the 
contrary* we can understand that it is often the loves 
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style of art which will attract round it the largest circle of 
admirers. So the fact that it is a very limited circle 
which is capable of appreciating the beauty of the work 
done by a great mathematician should not prevent men 
from understanding that it ts like the work done by a 
poet or a painter, work done entirely for its own sake, 
and capable of affording lively pleasure both to the 
worker himself and his admirers, without any thought of 
material benefit to be derived from it. 

But in point of fact mathematics stand midway be¬ 
tween the arts which minister to man's sense of beauty 
and those which supply his material comforts. The name 
u pure mathematics ” suggests that there is such a thing 
as tl applied mathematics/' and it is well known that the 
mathematician furnishes the instruments employed by 
cultivators of sciences whose practical utility is beyond 
dispute. If the mathematician did no more than manu¬ 
facture such instruments precisely as the demand arose 
for them, his might count as one of the arts which are 
valued only for their practical utility, But actually the 
invention of the mathematical instruments usually comes 
first, and the use to be made of them is found out after¬ 
wards. The stock example of the kind is the debt which 
physical astronomy owes to the labours of the early geo¬ 
meters on the theory of contc sections, a theory cultivated 
without any suspicion that it could be turned to practical 
account. Yet it was because Newton was in his day the 
greatest master of this as of every other branch of pure 
mathematics that he was able to bring all the motions of 
the heavenly bodies under the dominion of mathematical 
calculation, and to convert the moon into a timepiece by 
which the mariner can ascertain his position on the seas. 
With the advance of physical science greater refinement 
and power in the mathematical instruments of investiga¬ 
tion have become necessary; but pure mathematicians 
have ever outrun the demands of the practical workers, 
for instrument-making has delights of its own. The late 
Lord Roose I have no doubt found more pleasure in de¬ 
vising the innumerable ingenious and beautiful contriv¬ 
ances necessary for the manufacture of his huge telescope 
than he ever did from observing with it after it was 
made. It is impossible for any one now to say what 
advantages future investigators will derive from the per¬ 
fection to which the mathematical instruments have been 
brought by the labours of such men as Cayley, who have 
invented mathematical steam hammers by which pon¬ 
derous masses of formula’ can be manipulated with ease 
and calculations made simple which in former times were 
looked on as impracticable. 

There is hardly anything that comes under the head of 
pure mathematics at which Cayley has not worked, but it 
will be enough if I try to say something as to that by 
which his name is likely to be best remembered—his 
creation of an entirely new branch of mathematics by his 
discovery of the theory of invariants, which has given 
quite a new aspect to several departments of mathematics. 
It has introduced such a host of new ideas, and conse¬ 
quently of new words, that a Senior Wrangler of forty 
years ago, who had not kept pace with modern investiga¬ 
tions, would find, on taking up a book of the present day 
on geometry or algebra, that he could not read it without 
a glossary, and tnust go to school again to learn what the 
writer was speaking of. It would be out of place if I 
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were to enter into a very long technical exposition here, 
but it is possible, without assuming in the reader more than 
a moderate knowledge of analytic geometry, to make him 
at lean understand what the word “invariant” means* 
Suppose that we have written down the general equation 
of a curve of any degree, and also have found the relation 
that must subsist between the coefficients in order that 
the curve should assume some special form. For aim* 
plicity I suppose the equation to be of the second degree, 
and I take the wel| known relation between the coeffi¬ 
cients which is satisfied when the curve represented reduces 
itself to two right lines. Now imagine the equation to be 
transformed to any new coordinates whatever, this can 
make no change in the form of the curve represented. If 
the relation in question were satisfied by the coefficients 
of the original equation, it must also be satisfied by the 
coefficients of the transformed equation. But by actually 
performing the transformation we can express these new 
coefficients in terms of the old ones and of the constants 
introduced in the process of transformation. The ex¬ 
pression will be complicated enough, and that of the 
relation of which I am speaking still more so. But 
since the relation must vanish whenever the correspond¬ 
ing relation expressed in terms of the old coefficients 
vanishes, the one must contain the other as a factor. 
The remaining factor, it will be seen on examination, 
contains nothing but the constants introduced by trans¬ 
formation. All this can be verified by actual work ; but 
the result which I have stated can be foreseen without 
any calculation. 

The principle which I have described has proved to be 
very fertile in applications. The late Dr. Boole made, in 
1841, some interesting use of a simple case of the same 
principle. But it was Cayley who set himself the problem 
to determine a priori what functions of the coeffi¬ 
cients of a given equation possess this property of 
invariance^ viz., that when the equation is linearly trans¬ 
formed the same function of the new coefficients is equal 
to the given function multiplied by a quantity independent 
of the coefficients. The result of his investigations was 
to bring to light a number of important functions (some 
of them involving the variables as well as the coefficients) 
whose relations to the given equation are unaffected by 
linear transformation. And the effect has been that the 
knowledge which mathematicians now posse ss of the 
structure of algebraic forms is as different from what it 
was before Cayley’s time as the knowledge of the human 
body possessed by one who has dissected it and knows 
its internal structure is different from that of one who has 
only seen it from the outside. 

In an age when the work of mathematical research is 
so actively carried on, whenever one worker finds a 
nugget there is an immediate rush to the spot of other 
searchers. In the present case Cayley’s friend Sylvester 
was one of the first on the spot, and both being resident 
in London were able by frequent oral communication to 
stimulate each other’s ideas. As I am not relating the 
history of mathematical science* I need not name the 
foreign mathematicians who rapidly came in to labour fcn 
the same field; but it is agreed on all hands that it w$s 
Cayley who both discovered the u diggins ” and get out 
some of the biggest nuggets. It is not always the cash 
that the history of a mathematical discovery has not to 
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tell of some contests for priority. All pure mathematics 
consists in the drawing out of ideas latent in admitted 
principles, and it is a curious fact how men will fail to 
draw the consequences which to another will appear 
irresistibly suggested by something they have themselves 
asserted, and consequently how near they will come to 
the brink of a discovery without actually making it. And 
con’roversies as to mathematical priority naturally arise 
because it seems so cruel to the man who has taken all 
the steps except the very last, that another should step in 
and get the credit of the discovery, when it seems to him 
that he himself had done all the difficult part of the work 
and the other only drawn an inference so simple that no 
credit should be given to any one for making it. If no 
controversy of the kind has arisen in the present case, 
perhaps the cause is not exclusively the indisputable 
character of Cayley’s claims, but something is also due to 
the moral nature of the man. His motto has always 
been “ esse quam videri,” and I do not know any one to 
whom it would be more repulsive to engage in a personal 
contest by claiming for himself a particle of honour or of 
money more than was spontaneously conceded. He would 
be apt to take for his model the patriarch Isaac, who, 
when the Philistines claimed a well which lie had dug, 
went on and dug another, and when they claimed that 
too, went on and dug a third. 

The place of a more minute account of his mathe¬ 
matical discoveries may be supplied by a mention of 
the wide recognition which his labours have received. 
He was given the honorary degrees of D.C, L. Oxford, 1S64, 
LL.D. Dublin, 1865, and was elected Fellow or Corre¬ 
spondent of the following Societies Philosophical So¬ 
ciety, Manchester, 1859 ; French Institute, 1863 ; Royal 
Societies, Edinburgh and Berlin, 1865; Boston, 1866 ; 
appointed a Member of the Board of Visitors, Greenwich 
Observatory, 1866; Milan, 1868; St. Petersburg and 
Gdttingen, 1871 ; Royal Irish Academy, 1873; Upsala, 
Leyden, and Rome, 1875; Hungary, 1881 ; Sweden, 
1882. I should add that the Royal Society awarded him 
a Royal Medal in 1859, and last year (1S82) the Copley 
Medal; the latter a distinction seldom conferred on a 
pure mathematician. 

Though his principal interests are mathematical, they 
are far from being exclusively so. He is a good linguist, 
and, as was said of Moltke, there are few European 
languages in which he does not know how to hold his 
tongue. He is chairman of the Association for Pro¬ 
moting the Higher Education of Women. When seats 
in the University Council are contested, his name always 
appears on both the rival lists. By all who know him he 
te as itiUch respected as a high-minded man as he is 
admired as a mathematician. George Salmon 
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BENTHAM AND HOOKERS « GENERA 
PLANTARUM ” 

Centra Plantarum ad exemplaria imprimis in' herbariis 
Krwensibus sefvata deftnita. By G. Bentham and 
J. D. .Hooker. 3 vols. (London, 1862-1883.) 

HE completion of the 4 Genera Plantarum” of Messrs. 
Bentham and Hooker, an event long impatiently 
ctoited by all botanists, has been recently effected by the 
of the second and concluding part of the third 


volume. This great work has required more than five- 
and-twenty years of assiduous labour, during which the 
authors have devoted themselves to their formidable task 
with untiring perseverance, and with a degree of unity 
both in the plan and the execution of the work which 
would have been impossible but for their constant daily 
intercourse, and their relations of intimate personal 
friendship. 

Before undertaking the publication of the ** Genera u its 
authors had already given to the world important works 
which had placed them in the foremost rank as botanists, 
and both were familiarly acquainted with the scientific 
wealth accumulated in the museums and gardens at Kew* 
Mr. Bentham, whose botanical collections were united to 
those of the Royal Herbarium as long as thirty-six years 
ago, had already in connection with his various works 
and memoirs had occasion to study nearly the entire 
vegetable kingdom ; while Sir Joseph Hooker, in addition 
to an equally wide range of study, had the inestimable 
advantage of having during his extensive travels been 
able to observe in the living state numerous species of 
many genera characteristic of the tropical and antarctic 
regions, and of having fixed their analytical characters by 
sketches .and diagrams of singular elegance and accuracy. 

With a rare amount of abnegation of personal feeling 
the authors of this work were content to let it go forth 
under their joint names, without in any way indicating 
the separate share contributed by each of them, desiring, 
as it would appear, that it should be regarded as the col¬ 
lective result of their joint labours—the product of two 
minds working harmoniously for a common object Only 
very recently, under the pressure of urgent requests from 
many different quarters, Mr. Bentham consented, in a 
short note communicated to the Linnean Society, 1 to 
explain in a summary way the share contributed by each 
of the authors. This is of so much interest to botanists 
that the present writer does not hesitate to give here the 
substance of Mr. Bentham’s note. 

The Poly petals which fill the first volume, were pretty 
equally divided. While Mr. Bentham was engaged on 
the earlier orders, Sir J. Hooker undertook the Crucifer #, 
Cap pari decs, and Resedacccc; and to his share also fell 
most of the numerous families of the Disciflorce, while 
Mr. Bentham elaborated the remaining families of the 
Thalamifiora\ along with the Line#, Humiriacece y Gera- 
niacea\ and Olacinece . Of the group of the Calycifiora 
it was natural that Mr. Bentham should undertake the 
Legurntnosccy which he had already illustrated by a series 
of important memoirs, and to him also fell the Myrtacea , 
Umbellifcra y axA> Araltaccat. The remaining families of 
this group, including the Rosacea, Saxifrage#, Mdasto- 
macea, and Cucurbit ace#, besides many others less im¬ 
portant, were assigned to Sir J. Hooker. 

The first portion pf the second volume is almost 
entirely occupied by the two great families of Rubiacea 
and Composite?- To the former of these Sir J. Hooker 
devoted two years of constant study which involved very 
numerous dissections of a difficult nature, and he also 
elaborated the Caprtfoliacea. During the same period 
Mr. Bentham was mainly occupied with the vast family of 
Composite, comprising nearly 800 genera, and not much 

‘ “On th« joint and separate wark of the authors of Bembaw and Hooker'a 
Gaueta PUmarom.' w Journal of the Linutun Botany. vol ax. 
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fewer than 10,000 species. To assign definite generic 
characters to a series of forms so closely allied was an 
undertaking which, in spite of the previous labours of 
many eminent botanists, required the most careful exami¬ 
nation of an almost overwhelming mass of materials, 
along with the severest critical acumen. The second 
portion of the second volume includes the great mass of 
the Gamopetalous families. At this period the pressure 
of official duties, and those devolving upon him as Pre¬ 
sident of the Royal Society, prevented Sir J. Hooker from 
devoting much of his time to the laborious tasks of critical 
systematic botany; and to this portion of the work 
he contributed only the allied families of the Vacci- 
ntaceer, Ericacc&y and Epacridecpy in addition to the 
Myrsi? wit, Primulacecv, and a part of the Sapotacecr. 
On Mr. Bentham devolved all the remaining families of 
this vast group ; and to show the prodigious amount of 
labour accomplished by this remarkable man, it is suffi¬ 
cient to say that, along with minor families, these included 
the Apocynea\ Asclepiadca :, Gcntianecr, BorngineiTy Con- 
votvulaecce , Solanccty Scrophularinea’, Gesneriace<?, Big- 
noniaceiTy Verbenaccce , and, finally, the Labia tee. Some 
additional years might have been requisite for such an 
undertaking if his classical monographs on the two great 
families Scrophularinccc and Lab in tee had not supplied 
Mr. Bentham with the materials for his subsequent work. 

The first part of the third volume is occupied by the 
Monochlamydccr and the Gymnosperms. To this part the 
group of the Curviemhryccty including the important 
families A martini area and Chcnopodtacecr, was contri¬ 
buted by Sir J. Hooker, who further undertook the Ne- 
penthacccTy Cyfinaceer, and Balanophorecr . The materials 
for the latter were ready to hand, being for the most part 
contained in the remarkable monographs long since pub. 
fished by himself. The remaining families of Mono - 
chiainydccT were elaborated by Mr. Bentham. Amongst 
the more important must be mentioned the Laurinecr ., 
ProteacctTy Thymelctacea% and Santalaccce. But it was 
especially the great families Euphorbiaceer and Urlicaeca: 
which, in spite of recent monographs, demanded a vast 
amount of minute examination and careful revision of all 
existing sources of information. The Gymnosperms had 
originally been undertaken by Sir J. Hooker, who 
possesses so wide an acquaintance with these plants in 
the living state ; but the pressure of other occupations 
again interfered, and this group was also executed by 
Mr. Bentham, doubtful questions here as well as through¬ 
out the entire work being reserved for discussion between 
the joint authors. 

The second part of the third volume, which concludes 
the work, contains all the families of Monocotyledonous 
plants. The examination and revision of the vast store 
of existing materials appeared to the authors such a 
formidable task that, in the doubt whether they should 
be able to complete it, they resolved to attack in the first 
instance the most difficult families, Sir J. Hooker under¬ 
taking the Palms, and Mr. Bentham the Orchidea. As is 
well known, the study of these families offers peculiar 
difficulties. In the former the great size of all the parts, 
as well as their texture, usually makes it impossible to 
preserve herbarium specimens available for study, and 
much restricts the supply of materials to be found even 
in the best-furnished museums. Notwithstanding his 


very extensive previous knowledge of this family, and the 
exceptional resources available at Kew, Sir J. Hooker 
found the task to involve a much greater expenditure of 
time and labour than he had anticipated, chiefly owing to 
the necessity for a very extensive correspondence with 
botanists in various parts of the world who were able to 
supply special information or materials not otherwise ob¬ 
tainable. Along with other special difficulties, the study 
of the vast family of the Orchidc<2 is hampered by the 
unsatisfactory condition of a great proportion of the 
specimens sent to Europe from countries whose climate 
makes their preparation and preservation almost un¬ 
manageable. It is not surprising that Mr. Bentham 
found more than a year of unbroken persistent labour no 
more than sufficient for this family, and that he subse¬ 
quently required an equally long period in dealing with 
the Graminecr. 

In treating the remaining Monocotyledonous families, 
the task of the authors was in many cases lightened, 
though not by any means replaced, by the work of various 
recent monographers. Sir J. Hooker disposed of the 
group of Nudiflorcc (.Aroidecc and allied families) and that 
of the Apocarpecp , including the Trittrideep* Altsmacea , 
and Najadccc . To Mr. Bentham fell the heavy task of 
completing the work by the examination of the numerous 
remaining families of Monocotyledons, among which may 
be specified the Bramelia ceec, Iridecr, Amaryllidecc, 
IdliacecEy Commelynaceccy Panda near, Restiacea , and 
Cyperaacr. It is a surprising proof of exceptional 
mental and bodily activity that in dealing with this por¬ 
tion of the work, and in studying natural families where 
the floral parts are too often lost or obliterated in dried 
specimens, and therefore demand the most delicate and 
careful dissection, Mr. Bentham, in spite of his advanced 
age, revised and defined in the course of three years more 
than 1200 genera. 

Throughout the progress of the work, as well as in 
determining its original plan and arrangement, every 
important question was decided after joint consideration 
and discussion. In this way the limits and characters of 
the larger groups, the descriptions of the natural families, 
their subdivision into suborders and tribes, and the 
arrangement of genera, were settled by mutual inter¬ 
change of views. Almost invariably the work of each 
author was read and criticised by the other before It 
was sent to press, and the proofs were regularly cor¬ 
rected by both, so as to efixpinate as far as possible any 
chance of divergence of opinion; and, finally, they were 
fortunate enough to obtain the help of a highly competent 
friend, the Rev. M. J. Berkeley, who undertook the re¬ 
vision of the Latin text with a view to secure the desirable 
uniformity of style and diction. 

The descriptive characters of the families, or natural 
orders, are drawn up with the same care as those of the 
separate genera; they are dear, exactly comparable, and 
the affinities of families, as well as the exceptional and 
abnormal forms which they not seldom present, are 
specially noted. The approximate number of known 
species belonging to each family, as well as to e&oh 
separate genus, is stated throughout the worft, and the 
geographical distribution of each genus, as well as of the 
larger groups, has been recorded as fully as the present 
state of our knowledge makes it possible. Finally/very 
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full references to the works in which each genus has been 
first described or best illustrated, with similar references 
to the authorities for synonyms, add further to the value 
of the work as a guide to the student of systematic 
botany. 

The descriptive characters of the genera have been 
throughout verified or established after the previous exa¬ 
mination of numerous specimens, and as a rule it may be 
said that for the purpose of this work the whole of the 
vast collections in the Royal Herbarium at Kcw were 
passed in review, and especial attention given to the 
aberrant forms presented by many large genera. In the 
comparatively few cases where the authors were unable 
to refer to and examine specimens of a genus enumerated, 
they are careful to cite the author on whose authority it 
has been admitted. Genera that appear to the authors 
to have been founded on insufficient characters, or on an 
erroneous view of the structural facts, are in some cases 
reduced to the rank of subgenera or sections of the typical 
genus, in others simply recorded as synonyms at the con¬ 
clusion of the description of the genus to which they are 
referred. There remains a further category of generic 
names given by authors who, either from ignorance of the 
science or incomplete materials, have failed to make it 
possible to identify them at the present day. These are 
enumerated as Genera dubia at the end of the synoptic 
table of the genera of each family. In short, it may be truly 
said that the authors have neglected nothing that could 
make their work useful and practical, as well as a complete 
storehouse of the present condition of our knowledge of 
this branch of natural science. 

Of the many different points of view in which this great 
work may be regarded, the most interesting, perhaps, to 
the scientific naturalist is the consideration that we have 
here the results of a complete reconsideration of the whole 
subject of the classification of the flowering plants by two 
men of remarkable intellectual power, possessing an 
extent of knowledge and a command of materials far sur¬ 
passing anything possible to the authors of preceding 
works of similar scope. In one or two brief sentences of 
a note already cited, Mr. Bentham has assigned the 
amply sufficient reasons which induced the authors to 
maintain in its main features the arrangement of the 
natural orders established by the elder De Candolle. 
Every attempt to set forth in a linear series the complex 
relations which connect together as in a network the 
various groups of the vegetable kingdom is necessarily 
incomplete and defective. It is a fortunate circumstance 
that the authors of the “ Genera *' have added the weight 
of their authority to the judgment of those botanists who 
hold that no one of the various arrangements which have 
been proposed during the last half century, and more 
or less extensively adopted in some parts of Europe, pos- 
.sesses advantages which can compensate the serious 
practical inconvenience of having systematic works of 
reference arranged after a variety of discordant systems. 
Thte Candollean arrangement has therefore been delibe¬ 
rately maintained in this work, with a few not unim¬ 
portant modifications - but in the arrangement and 
grouping of the genera into tribes and aubtribee there 
has been ample space for the exercise of the highest 
focuttfe* of the philosophical naturalist It is evident 
thnwghout the work that every question as it has arisen 


has received fresh consideration, and in many important 
families the classification adopted is altogether new. It 
is remarkable that, even in regard to families previously 
elaborated by Mr, Bentham, he has not hesitated to 
introduce important changes suggested by further con¬ 
sideration and study. It is of course impossible to say 
that the final results of future discovery and research may 
not lead to further modifications in botanical classifica¬ 
tion ; but for the present generation this will remain as 
the best result of the comprehensive survey of the whole 
field of our knowledge. 

The number of genera described in the present work, 
taking into account the addenda, is 7565, while the 
number described by Endlicher in his " Genera Plan- 
tarum,” with the supplements, is 7 202 * These figures 
give some measure of the progress of botanical discovery 
during the last thirty years, and at the same time some 
indications of the amount of labour involved in the col¬ 
lection and examination of the materials scattered through¬ 
out the numerous general works and monographs pub¬ 
lished during that period, and especially throughout 
hundreds of volumes of scientific periodicals which are 
now annually produced in every part of the world. The 
increase in the number of known genera is in truth much 
greater than the figures above cited would indicate, 
inasmuch as the tendency of Bentham and Hooker is 
to unite under the same generic designation plants which 
do not appear to present sufficient differences of structure, 
and they have not hesitated to suppress numerous genera 
that have been admitted in preceding systematic works of 
authority. Those who may not be disposed to acquiesce 
I in these conclusions may easily continue to regard as 
genera the subgenera and sections whose distinctive cha¬ 
racters are throughout the work subjoined to the descrip¬ 
tions of the respective genera. 

It follows from the preceding remarks that for practical 
use in classing large botanical collections the present 
work is an indispensable guide. The present writer, who 
has enjoyed the advantage of daily, almost hourly, reference 
to its pages, feels that he is merely discharging a debt 
of gratitude in endeavouring to express his sense 
of the scientific value of a work which has become a 
classic from the day of its publication. A work which, at 
a given period, summarises the entire field of knowledge 
in one department of science, marks an epoch in its 
progress, and becomes the starting-point for further 
advance towards wider knowledge. Such is the work to 
which Mr. Bentham and Sir Joseph Hooker have devoted 
a full quarter of a century, and as such, notwithstanding the 
importance of their other works, it must remain their chief 
title to enduring fame. Ern. Cosson 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents. Neither can hi undertake to return* 
or to correspond with the writers of* rejected manuscripts, 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

[The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible. The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting ana novelfitets,] 

The Red Spot upon Jupiter 

Thx red spot on Jupiter has really disappeared. 1 have ob¬ 
served the planet again after conjunction. The region in which 
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the red spot formerly was is now very white ; it passed over the 
central meridian of the planet this morning at 4I1. 36m. (M.T. 
at Palermo), which gives for this place the Jovicentric longitude 
63% plainly corresponding to the longitude that Mr. Marth 
assigned to the red spot at present, If visible. This proves that 
the neighbourhood of the red spot had followed the particular 
motion of the spot itself. This place is well characterised by 
the permanent depression in the great reddish band of the 
planet. A. Ricc6 

Royal Observatory, Palermo, September 10 


“ Elevation and Subsidence ” 

Mr. O. Fisher has been so good as to offer a reply to iny 
“remark with a query,” his answer being (allowing for an 
obvious printer's error) that it is “an open question whether the 
melting temperature of rocky matter is, or is not, raised by 
pressure. ” 

I cannot for a moment pretend to the same familiarity with 
the results either of experiment or of calculation as is doubtless 
possessed by Mr. Fisher. I only claim to speak as representing 
the class whose knowledge on these subjects is tssentially second¬ 
hand ; but, speaking as such‘, I think that Mr. Fisher’s reply will 
not generally be regarded as satisfactory. I should, therefore, 
like to repeat my question with a little extension :— 

1. Do not the “rigidity” cilculationsincontestably show that 
the earth is extremely rigid, i.e. solid ? Are not, therefore, all 
theories which disregard this result (such as that the nucleus may 
be above its own critical temperature) put out of count ? 

2 . Are not the phenomena of mctamorphic and hypogene 
rocks on too large a scale to be accounted for by heat of merely 
local origin, whether produced by chemical or mechanical action, 
feuch as has been suggested in connection with volcanoes ? 

3. Do not all reasonable views of the origin of the earth, i.e. 
any form of the nebular hypothesis, ooint to the same conclusion 
as (2), viz. that the earth's heat is the residuum of a much 
greater amount formerly possessed, and not yet entirely lost by 
rrdiation ? 

4. Docs not (3), taken in connection with the known laws of 
conduction, involve a continuous increase of temperature, whether 
mpid or slow, as we descend below the surface? 

5. Although we may have no direct evidence as to the 
“temperature at depths bearing considerable ratios to the 
radius” i* there not ample evidence that at comparatively in¬ 
significant depths the temperature is such as would melt not 
only “rocky matter,” but far more refractory substances, if 
there were no counteracting influence ? Even allowing a very 
slow increase, provided the increase is always positive, as 4 
points out, should we not sooner or later almost certainly reach 
the melting temperature of the most refractory substances 
with which we are acquainted ? 

6. Can we then escape the conclusion, either that the nucleus 
consists of matter of a totally different kind from anything with 
which we are familiar, or that pressure raises its melting tern- 

, perature ? But does not every fact bearing on the question dis¬ 
credit the former hypothesis? 

7. Should we not then accept the view that pressure does 
rake the melting-point of nucleus stuff, at least as a working 
hypothesis, only to be overthrown by direct evidence to the 
contrary, if direct evidence on the subject is ever forthcoming ? 

Trinity College, Cambridge F. Young 


In a paper X read before a full meeting of the Geological 
Association on March 2 last, of which a brief notice is given in 
Nature, vol. xxvii, p. 523, I discussed the probability of sub¬ 
sidence of land, in certain cases, being due to loading by local 
accumulations of terrestrial matter acting upon a deflectible crust 
supported upon a viscous interior. The greatest effects, I ima¬ 
gined, from this cause, were due to local accumulations of ice past 
and present, particularly about the poles of the earth ; but that 
secondary and important effects were due to the weight of accu¬ 
mulations of solid mineral matter from denudations being carried 
by oceanic currents and winds, from coral deposition, and the 
reaction of volcanic outflows. One illustration I proposed was 
that the sinking of the coast of Greenland was probably due to 
the weight of inland accumulation of ice, which proposition I 
thought was original, but Mr, Gardner (Nature, vol. xxviii. 
p. 324) says—“ ft has often been supposed that the sinking of 
the coast of Greenland is similarly due to its icecaps” I should 
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feel obliged if Mr. Gardner would point out references whet* 
this has been proposed, as 1 thought I had read thelHemtta* 
the subject, and 1 fear that this port of my paper is less original 
than 1 assumed, w. F, StaniSy 

That there is a connection between sedimentation and sub? 
sidence on the one hand and between denudation and elevation 
on the other is a fact now admitted by mo t geologists. The 
real question to be answered, however, is Are these directly 
connected as cause and effect ? or are they simply concomitant 
effects of the same cause ? If the first be true, we should expect 
cause and effect to vary together, that is, that subsidence should 
keep an even pace with sedimentation. That this has not been 
exceptionally the case is proved by the sections of the car* 
boniferous system in the central valley of Scotland, where the 
facts point to a continuous subsidence, accompanied by a very 
irregular sedimentation, with the result that now subsidence 
gained on sedimentation, now sedimentation on subsidence. 
Again, once the process commenced—and it is not very evident 
how on an originally even surface it could have commenced at 
alt—we should expect it to be continuous. Sedimentation 
causes subsidence, subsidence gives rise to fresh sedimentation, 
and that again to renewed subsidence, and so on and on. Con¬ 
sequently we should expect that when once an area of sedimen¬ 
tation and subsidence was formed, it would continue an area of 
sedimentation and subsidence through all geological time. 

It appears rather, I think, that the connection between them 
arises from their being concomitant effects of lateral pressure in 
the earth’s crust (for notwithstanding the Rev. O. Fisher’^ mas¬ 
terly exposition of the inadequacy of this cause to produce the 
observed inequalities of the earth’s surface, I still believe that, 
with the exception of the ocean basins, which must be otherwise 
accounted for, it is quite competent to account for the facts), 
We may suppose the action to take place so 

A certain portion of the earth’s crust is first thickened and 
strengthened by volcanic outburst or other accumulation on the 
surface. This part, when the tangential thrust comes, offers, by 
reason of its increased weight and thickness, a greater resistance 
to the elevating force than the parts around, and as a consequence 
these are raised around the thickened part, while it is at the same 
time depressed in a corresponding degree; in othur words it 
becomes the centre of a synclinc, while the strata around are 
rai ed into anticlines. Depression naturally leads to sedimenta¬ 
tion, and this still more thickens the part, and enables it to offer 
greater resistance to the tangential thrust, with the result that it 
continues to be depressed as the strata around are elevated. The 
converse is also true. Denudation means the thinning and con¬ 
sequent weakening of the crust, and hence when the thrust comes 
the denuded part is the more likely to be elevated into the 
anticline. 

This theory provides for the cessation of the phenomena, since 
the tension of the crust is after a time relieved. It also account * 
for the fact that strata around volcanoes and volcanic necks ** 
also along the base of mountain chains, so frequently appear to 
dip below them. The rate of subsidence, too, would vary with 
the intensity of the exciting force, though the consequent sedi¬ 
mentation need not vary with it in the same absolute degree. 

Perth, September 3 William Mackie 

r 

My article on elevation and subsidence has provoked con¬ 
siderable and, on the whole, friendly criticism, a so far satisfac¬ 
tory result, though but few points have been raised requiring reply. 
Dr. Ricketts objects, and very properly, that I have not alluded 
to his many writings on the subject; and to this I can only plead 
want of space, that I have not entered at all into its already 
voluminous bibliography, and that my article was written and in 
type before his recent contributions to the Geological bfagtvdne 
had appeared. Beyond this I had sufficiently indicated that there 
were many observers in the held, and every geologist must "be 
aware that the subject has for a long while past excited attention 
not only in England but in France and America. ' . 

The fundamental error in my article is pointed opt by the 
Rev, Mr. Fisher and by Mr, Young, and the assumption that 
inert pressure induces heat must be abandoned. As 1 had fo*d 
the “Physics of the Earth's Crust/' I expected that wpflSd 
be challenged, but l let it stand, as the fallacy has been (hared 
by a large, number of geologists* comprising some of the most 
distinguished, and has even escaped the correcrinu of ftoyriefeta. 
But fibis rectification, while vary important, by no meeds nsMs 
the results, and on the contrary facilitates an appreciation of$* 
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catties of movements of the earth's crust; for if the fluid or 
J^eeoas layer is chiefly due to internal heat and the relaxation of 
pressure near the surface, it may exist much nearer to our feet 
than could others ise l>e admitted. 

One of the gravest difficulties that the theory that added 
weight produces subsidence by acting on a fluid layer has had 
to contend with has been the great depth at which this fluid 
layer has had to be placed. It has always seemed to me next to 
impossible that liquid lava could well up from any such depths as 
t» ose assigned to the viscous layer, or that a solid crust of so 
great a thickness should be sensitive to, as it is now shown to be, 
and rise and fall under, barometric changes. In acknowledging 
Mr. Fisher’s letter and thanking him, 1 feel I am ungrateful in 
questioning that part of his work which interposes barriers which 
would break up the continuity of the viscous layer; I allude to 
his theory of “ the root-' of mouniains,” There does seem to me 
to be little fact in support of so startling a proposition, and 1 
think the existence of volcanic vents, scattered through and in 
the midst of some of the highest chains, renders its acceptance 
difficult. 

Mr. Murray restates his theory of the formation of coral at oils 
and reefs in the clearest manner, but I do not see that he 
explains any fact left unexplained by Darwin, or exposes any 
flaw in Darwin's reasoning. These masses of coral may have 
been continuously forming throughout even successive geological 



Sheet ax. Geological Survey of Ireland, Antrim Coaet, facing north-east. 


periods, and their thickness is perhaps not exceptionally remark¬ 
able relative to that of slowly deposited oceanic sediments. 
There U no evidence that atolls are mere incrustations of volcanic 
craters, and it seems to me difficult to imagine so great a number 
of craters at the same level so completely masked. There are 
volcanic hies In abundance outside coral areas, but none 1 think, 
or few, of the form of a coral atoll. After all, Mr. Murray only 
shows that a second explanation in possible, though 1 still prefer 
the first. 

1 regret, being from home, that I am unable to answer Mr. 
Stanley. I may have alluded to the sinking of Greenland my¬ 
self, and If I did not it was because the illustration was too 
familiar and self-evident. The sinking on the Greenland coast 
is not, I have understood, universal. 

I Still think it would render a service to science if readers of 
Nature residing on sea-coasts would furnish authentic examples 
pf elevation or subsidence, or of waste. The magnificent Antrim 
coast, which * have recently visited, fumishrs examples of sub¬ 
sidence among most unyielding rocks. The cliffs on the main- 
bad ore capped with basalt and dip inland, yet the basalt 
ttappeon in the Skerries out to sea with the same dip and at a 
mudh lower level, The same correspondence in stratification is 
keeo between the mainland and Kathlrn, but also with a great 
difference in elevation. The dip inland in all coses on thia coast 


should bring up mnch older rocks out to sea, unless we are pre¬ 
pared to admit a fault running parallel to the coast, and follow¬ 
ing its sinuosities, and at right angles to the general lines of 
faulting. 

The way in which all the strata forming the cliffs along the 
Antrim coast dip inland is very remarkable. The accompanying 
tracing from the Geological Survey Map is of a particularly in¬ 
dented coast-line, and the arrows show that the dip is tvery- 
where away from the sea, irrespective of any general strike. In 
fact the general strike bum often be the reverse of that shown 
on the coast for the same strata crop out at much higher levels 
on the hills farther inland. I recollect that most cliffs that I 
have examined, particularly in Hampshire, dip away from the 
sea. It would appear that the removal of weight along a cliff 
line causes a local elevation, which gives a cant inward, whilst 
sub idence takes place under sediment farther out to sea. This 
seems to explain the observed facts connected with marine de¬ 
nudation ; but I must take a future opportunity of entering more 
thoroughly into this part of the question. 

Glasgow, September 12 J. Starkie Gardner 

“ Zoology at the Fisheries Exhibition ” 

Letters have been published in Nature of August 9 and 16 
(pp. 334 and 366) by Mr. Bryce*Wright of Regent Street and 
Prof. Honeyaian of Canada, calling in question the accuracy of 
statements made in on article in Nature (vol. xxvui, p. 289) 
which were condemnatory of exhibits for which these two 
gentlemen are respectively responsible. It is natural that they 
should seek to remove the unfavourable impression which the 
statements in question were intended to convey : they seem, how¬ 
ever, to have been unacquainted with the complete character of 
the information upon which the statements were based. Mr. 
Bryce-Wright states that it is not the fact that some of the corals 
exhibited in Lady Brassey's case belong to him. Nevertheless 
it is the fact that when the jury of Class V. asked Mr. 
Bryce-Wright to point out the corals entered in the offi¬ 
cial catalogue under his name, No. “813V* he informed 
them that the corals jko entered were in the fame case with Lady 
Rrassey’s corals, and formed part of that collection. It is also 
the fact that in the opinion of experts the names attached by 
Mr. Bryce-Wright to many of theae corals are incorrect; and as 
to his assertion that these specimens have been compared with 
those in the Biiti-h Museum and with those obtaiued during the 
Challenger Expedition, it is a fact that neither the one series nor 
the other has been accessible for such purposes for some con¬ 
siderable time, and I have reason to believe that no qualified 
zoologist has made a comparison of tire coraK exhibited by Lady 
Brassey and Mr. Bryce*Wright with any collection at all. 

'i he letter of Prof. Honey man in reference to the naming and 
state of preservation of the Collection in the Canadian Depart¬ 
ment, for which he is responsible, is misleading. The discredit* 
able state of that collection, to w hich a passing allusion only was 
made in Nature, has been remedied in one or two instances 
since the visit of the jury of Class V. Should there he any 
doubt as to the justice of the opinion expressed in the article in 
Nature, I would simply ask Prof, Honeyman whether lie 
would have any objection to allowing the matter to be decided 
by reference to the report of the jury of da** V., of w hich he 
was a member. I should be surprised (and so I think would he) 
were the repor* of that jury, when published, found to be at 
variance with the opinion expressed in the article in Nature. 
Prof, Honeyman's statement that the specimen of Cryptochifon 
Stelleri is properly exhibited in a convenient glass jar ami labelled 
inside and out, is calculated to mislead. When first exhibited it 
w r as not labelled with any name ; subsequently it was labelled 
with the name of a genus of Holothurians, "Psolus,” After the 
visit of the jury of Class V., probably as the re tilt of informa¬ 
tion imparted by some of the eminent toologists who served on 
that jury, it was labelled with its proper name. Without citing 
details, I shall simply state that there ore (or were when the 
article in Nature was written) far more serious blunders in the 
identification of specimens and worse instances of bad preserva¬ 
tion in the Canadian collection of Invertebrate than those to 
which special allusion has been made, 

The Writer of the Article 

A Complete Solar Rainbow 

Mr. D. Morris, ia his account of this rainbow (p. 436) ap¬ 
pears to have fallen Into a mistake in stating that iu inner dia- 





490 


NATURE 




meter*— taken by Capt. Winchester, R.N.R.— was 43° o8\ It 
should be, I think, 11 inner semiriiameter.” The first circum- 
aotar bow has a semidiameter of 41 0 37^ That is almost neces¬ 
sarily invisible. The second circumsolar bow has a semidiameter 
of 43* ja', and is rarely visible, I have no doubt that was the 
bow witnessed on board the N$rk<xm CastU on August 16 
Athenaeum Club, September 7 C. M, Inglrby 


Flint Flakes Replaced 

As this subject has been more than once adverted to in 
Nature, the following recent instances of placing flint flakes 
on to their original position may be interesting:— 

Whilst examining the relics from Cowper’a Camp, Epping 
Forest, in Mr, Raphael Meidola's house last month, I looked 
over a small number of flakes collected from one spot in the 



rampart of the camp, with remains of burnt wood and late Celtic 
pottery. 1 immediately saw that several of the flakes had been 
struck from the same block of flint, and after a short examina¬ 
tion I managed to replace two as illustrated, one-half real size, 
in Fig. I. The front of the two conjoined flakes is shown in 
the lefthand bottom figure, the side at b, the top at c, and the 
line of junction at d d. Rehind ee are two cones of percus¬ 
sion, one belonging to each flake, and at T is the depression into 
which the cone of the missing frontal flake at one time fitted. 
The fractured part of the flint is deep chocolate brown, and 
lustrous, and the bark of the flint is dull ochreous ; the flakes 
arc undoubtedly artificial, and as old as the rampart of the 
camp, not less them two thousand years. This example, with 
other relics, will be placed in the Guildhall Museum. 

Greater interest attaches to the repJafcinf* of Palaeolithic flakes, 
as these are enormously older than Neolithic, and the chances 
are bo very much against lighting on a perfectly undisturbed 
Palaeolithic position. 



At Fig. 2 is illustrated (one-half actual size) two Paleolithic 
flakes from the 11 Palaeolithic floor ” at Stoke Newington Com¬ 
mon, found and replaced by me. The front of the conjoined 
flakes is shown at g and the side at u. I found the tower flake 
two days before, and some distance from where I found the 
upper one; but as I have a method of placing newly found 
sharp flakes on a table, arranged temporarily in accordance with 
their colour and markings, I speedily saw that the upper flake 
would fit on to the lower one. Each flake has a cone of percus¬ 
sion, as shownat j k, and the upper flake lias a well-marked 


depression at l, corresponding with the missing flake, whfch, if 
It had been found, would have fitted on to the front of the t#o 
conjoined examples. Both flakes are sharp and slightly stained 
with the ochreous river sand which overlaid them. Both(e*pe- 
cially the upper one) show unmistakable signs of having been 
used as scrapers, the upper curved edge (and that edge only) 
being worn away by use. The worn upper edge of the super¬ 
imposed flake at m m is distinctly shown in the illustration. A 
small intermediate piece belonging to the position at n I did not 
find. Both are naturally mottled in a peculiar manner, and the 
pattern and colour of the mottling exactly agree. 

Worthington G« Smith 


NOTES ON THE POST-GLACIAL GEOLOGY OF 
THE COUNTRY AROUND SOUTHPORT 

S INCE the writer carried out the geological survey of 
the western coast of Lancashire in 1868 he has con¬ 
stantly been asked, ** Is there any geology to be studied 
at Southport ? Is not the country a sandy expanse fringing 
peat-mosses of ceaseless monotony ?'* The meeting of the 
British Association this week at Southport renders this a 
fitting time to reply to these questions; for, strange as it 
may appear, in these apparently unpromising surroundings 
exists a record of the complete sequence of events from 
the commencement of the Glacial episode down to the 
present time. The sand dunes, rising to 50 and even 
80 feet in height, that form so prominent a feature be¬ 
tween Liverpool and Southport, rest upon a wedge-shaped 
mass of sand blown from the coast by westerly winds 
over the thick peat-mosses that intervene between the 
coast and the rising ground about Ormskirk; the surface 
of the Glacial beds, with the overlying deposits, dip 
steadily towards the sea, and fragments of peat are fre¬ 
quently trawled up by the fishermen, 

Beneath the sand dunes on the sea coast the peat is 
seen cropping out, and at the base of the peat occur the 
roots of forest trees embedded in clay beneath, while 
trunks of trees lie scattered in many directions, but gene¬ 
rally with their heads lying to the north-east, as it they 
had been blown over by a gale from the south-west. The 
bases of the trunks arc left standing in the places where 
they grew ; all appear to have been broken off at a uniform 
level, and it is most probable that through the drainage 
being obstructed water surrounded the trees, which gra¬ 
dually became rotten at the point of contact of the air 
and the water, and thus the way was prepared for the 
effects of storms and hurricanes. Sections of these beds 
near High Town, at the mouth of the Alt, will be found 
of great interest, Sections also occur on the coast at 
Dunkirk, near Crossens. At the Palace Hotel, Kirkdak, 
a boring was put down in 1867, that proved the sand to 
be 78 feet in thickness, resting on 18 inches of peat, which 
occurs at about 90 feet beneath high-water mark. When 
the land stood this amount above its present level, the 
coast would range in a straight north and south line from 
St. Bees Head to the mouth of the Clywd at Rhyl, but 
there is no reason to suppose that this amount represents 
the subsequent submergence since the era of the peat in 
Lancashire and North Wales. It is far more probable 
that when the trees flourished, found at the bottom of 
the peat fringing these coasts, this coast nearly coin¬ 
cided with the present twenty-fathom line, which passe* 
from Anglesea round the Isle of Man; in that island the 
same sequence of post glacial deposits is found, and the 
Irish elk alike occurs in the grey slags beneath peat. 

At the mouth of the Ribble very interesting sections 
occur at Freckleton and Dow Brook; the latter is 
crossed by a Roman road, and has upon it a * Roman 
bath ” only ten feet above the present high-water mark, 
proving the elevation of this const has not been great 
since Roman times. The same fact is brought put by 
the interesting find of Roman coins near Roasal Ima* 
mark, near Fleetwood, which were found in s salt-marsh 
clay lying on the peat beds, at about eight feet below the- 
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surface, or at about high-water mark, the coins having 
been apparently lost by the Romans scrambling over the 
80ft sMppery mud, This discovery proves the thick peat 
beds to be of older date than the Romans ; this is also 
borne out by the very remarkable sections along the north 
coast of Wirral, especially near Leasowe, which have 
afforded the fine collection of antiquities preserved in the 
Liverpool Free Museum ; the silty beds over the peat 
yield Roman coins of Nero, Antoninus Pius, and Marcus 
Aurelius, while in the peat beds beneath occur flint im¬ 
plements of the Neolithic type. When the peat beds of 
Western Lancashire are followed into the valleys of the 
large rivers that traverse the country, they are found to 
pass insensibly into a peaty seam occurring at the base of 
the alluvium of the lowest plain of these rivers. This is 
well seen in the valley of the Ribble at Preston; it is 
more than a mile in width, and 180 feet in depth ; it is 
excavated entirely in the Glacial deposits, down to the 
rocky floor, which lies somewhat below high-water mark, 
and nearer the sea slopes down considerably beneath it. 
On the slopes of the valley lie terraces of old alluvium, 
marking successive stages in the process of denudation, 
commenced since the deposition of the Upper Boulder 
Clay, as the bottom of the valley is the ordinary alluvial 
plain, made of silt, resting on a peaty bed, with trunks of 
trees lying on rough river gravel, the latter marking a 
period of great fluviatile denudation, when the land was 
at least as high, if not higher, above the sea as it is at 
present. To this era belong the marine beds lying beneath 
the peat I have called the Presail shingle , occurring east 
of Fleetwood, and the Shirdley Hill satuis near Southport, 
which mark the position of old sea-beaches and old sand 
dunes respectively. 

From these facts it appears that the excavation of the 
Western Lancashire river valleys was entirely carried out 
since the Glacial episode, that they had reached their 
present depth when Neolithic min inhabited the north¬ 
west of England, and that since that era much land has 
been destroyed, now covered by the Irish Sea, but since 
Roman times there has been but little change. 

C. E. de Range 


THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION 

T HE Southport meeting promises to be one of the 
most successful since the Association met in Liver¬ 
pool twelve years ago. According to the latest statistics 
it is expected that in attendance it may even rival the 
York meeting, when over 2500 people gathered to cele¬ 
brate the jubilee of the Association. From the informa¬ 
tion we have already published it will have been seen 
that Southport has shown the greatest zeal in preparing 
to jftve a generous reception to the representatives of 
British science; and if only the weather be propitious, 
there can be little doubt that the meeting will be a suc¬ 
cess. Both the papers to be read and the reports to be 
presented are expected this year to suggest some specially 
interesting subjects for discussion. 

Last night Sir C. W. Siemens resigned the presidential 
chair to Prot Cayley, who then delivered the opening 
address. 

Inaugural Address uy Arthur Cayley, M.A., D.C.L., 
LL.D,, F.R.S., Sadlsrian Professor of Pure Mathe¬ 
matics in the University of Cambridge, President, 

SINCE our last meeting we have been deprived of three of 
our most distinguished members. The loss by the death of 
Prof. Henry John Stephen'Smith is a very grievous one to those 
Mho knew and admired and loved him, to his University, and 
to mathematical science, which he cultivated with such ardour 
and success. I need hardly recall that the branch of matho* 
unities to which he had specially devoted himself was that most 
iatemtiflg and difficult one, the Theory of Numbers. The im- 
Muse range of this subject, connected with and ramifying into 
many ethers, is nowhere so well seen as in the series or re¬ 


ports 011 the progress thereof, brought up unfortunately only to 
the year 1865, contributed by him to the Reports of the Associa¬ 
tion ; but it will still better appear when to these are united (as 
will be done In the collected works in course of publication by 
the Clarendon Press) hU other mathematical writings, many of 
them containing his own further developments of theories 
referred to in the reports. There have been recently or are 
being published many such collected editions—Abel, Cauchy, 
Clifford, Gauss, Green, Jacobi, Lagrange, Maxwell, Riemanu, 
Steiner. Among these the works of Henry Smith will occupy 
a worthy position. 

More recently, General Sir Edward Sabine, K.C.B., for 
twenty-one years general secretary of the Association, and a 
trustee, president of the meeting at Belfast in the year 1852, and 
for many years treasurer and afterwards president of the Royal 
Society, has been taken from us at an age exceeding the ordinary 
age of man. Born October, 1788, he entered the Royal Artil¬ 
lery iu 1803, and commanded batteries at the riege of Fort Erie 
in 1814 ; made magnetic and other observations in Ross and 
Parry’s North Polar exploration in 1818-19, and in a series of 
other voyages. He contributed to the Association reports on 
Magnetic Forces in 1836-7-8, and about forty papers to the 
Philosophical Transactions; originated the system of Magnetic 
Observatories, and otherwise signally promoted the science of 
Terrestrial Magnetism. 

There is yet a very great loss: another late president and 
trustee of the Association, one who has done for it so much, and 
has so often attended the meetings, whose presence among us at 
this meeting we might have hoped for—the president of the 
Royal Society, William Spottiswoode. It is unnecessary to say 
anything of his various merits: the place of his burial, the 
crowd of sorrowing friends who were present in the Abbey, 
bear witness to the esteem in which he was held. 

1 take the opportunity of mentioning the completion of a work 
promoted by the Association : the determination by Mr. James 
Glnisher ol the least factors of the missing three out of the finst 
nine million numbers : the volume containing the sixth million 
is now published. 

I wish to speak to you to-night upon Mathematics. I am quite 
aware of the difficulty arising from the abstract nature of my 
subject; and if, as I fear, many or some of you, recalling the 
Presidential Addresses at former meetings—for instance, the 
rhumi and survey which we had at York of the progress, during 
the half century of the lifetime of the Association, of a whole 
circle of sciences—biology, Paleontology, Geology, Astronomy, 
Chemistry—so much more familiar to you, and in which there 
was so much to tell of the fairy-tales of science ; or at South¬ 
ampton, the discourse of my friend who has in such kind terms 
introduced me to you, on the wondrous practical applications of 
science to electric lighting, telegraphy, the St. Gothard Tunnel, 
ami the Suez Canal, gun-cotton, and a host of other purposes, 
and with the grand concluding speculation on the conservation 
of solar energy : if, I say, recalling these or any earlier ad¬ 
dresses, you should wish that you were now about to have, from 
a different president, a discourse on a different subject, 1 can very 
well sympathise with you in the feeling. 

But, be this as it may, I think it is more respectful to you that 
I should speak to you upon and do my best to interest you in the 
subject which has occupied me, and m which I am myself most 
interested, And in another point of view, I think it is right 
that the Address of a President should be on his own subject, 
and that different subjects should be thus brought in turn before 
the meetings. So much the worse, it may be, for a particular 
meeting ; but the meeting is the individual, which on evolution 
principles must be sacrificed for the development of the race. 

Mathematics connect themselves on the one ride with common 
life and the physical sciences ; on the other side with philosophy, 
in regard to our notions of space and time; and in the questions 
which have arisen as to the universality and necessity of the 
truths of mathematics, and the foundation of our knowledge of 
them. I would remark here that the connection (if it exists) of 
arithmetic and algebra with the notion of time is far less obvious 
than that of geometry with the notion of space. 

As to the former side, I am not making before you a defence 
of mathematics, but if I were l riiould desire to do it—in such 
manner as in the 0 Republic' 1 Socrates was required to defend 
justice, quite irrespectively of the worldly advantages which 
may accompany a life of virtue and justice, and to show that, 
independently of all these, justice was a thing desirable in itself 
and for its own sake —mi by speaking to you of the utility of 
mathematics in any of the questions of common life or of phyai* 
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cal science. Still less would 1 speak of this utility before, 2 
trust, a friendly audience, in teres tea or willing to appreciate an 
interest in mathemaf ics in itself and for its own sake. I would, 
on the contrary, rather consider the obligations of mathematics 
to these different subjects as the sources of mathematical theories 
now as remote from them, ami in as different a region of thought 
—for instance, geometry from the measurement of land, or the 
Theory of Numbers from arithmetic—as a river at its mouth is 
from its mountain source. 

On the other side the general opinion has been and b that It is 
indeei by experience that we arrive at the truths of mathematic*, 
but that experience is not their proper foundation : the mind 
itself contributes something. This is involved in the Platonic 
theory of reminiscence ; looking at two things, trees or stones or 
anything else, which seem to us more or less equal, we arrive at 
the idea of equality : but we must have had this idea of equality 
before the time when first seeing the two things we were led to 
regard thtm as coming up more or less perfectly to this idea of 
equality ; and the like as regards our idea of the beautiful, and 
in other cases. 

The same view is expressed in the answer of Leibnitz, the 
nisi intelUctus ipse , to the scholastic dictum, nihil in intellects* 
quod non prius in sensu : there L n >thing in the intellect which 
was not first in sensation, except (said Leibnitz) the intellect 
itself. And so again in the “Critick of Pure Reason,*' Kant's 
view is that, while there R no doubt but that all our cognition 
begins with experience, we are nevertheless in possession of cog¬ 
nitions a priori , independent, not of this or that experience, hut 
absolutely so of all experience, and in particular that the axioms 
of mathematics furnish au example of such cognitions a priori , 
Kant holds further that space is no empirical conception which 
has been derived from external experiences, but that in order 
that sensations may be referred to something external, the repre¬ 
sentation of space must already lie at the foundation ; and that 
ihe external experience is itself first only pos ible by this repre¬ 
sentation of space. And in like manner rime is no empirical 
concep ion which can be deduced from an experience, but it is a 
necessary representation lying at the foundation of all intuitions, 

And so in regard to mathematics, Sir W. R. Hamilton, in an 
introductory lecture on astronomy (1836), ob-erves: “These 
purely mathematical sciences of algebra and geometry are 
sciences of the pure reason, deriving no weight and no assist¬ 
ance from experiment, and isolated or at least isolahle from all 
outward and accidental phenomena. The idea of order, with its 
subordinate ideas of number and figure, we roust not indeed call 
innate ideas, if that phrase be defined to imply that all men 
must possess them with equal dearness and fulness: they are, 
however, ideas which seem to be so far born with us that the 
possession of them in any conceivable degree is only the deve¬ 
lopment of our original powers, the unfolding of our proper 
humanity.’' 

The general question of the ideas of space and time, the 
axioms and definitions of geometry, the axioms relating to num¬ 
ber, and the nature of mathematical reasoning, are fully and 
ably discussed in WheweM's “Philosophy of the Inductive 
Sciences” (1840), which may be regarded as containing an expo- 
tdtion of the whole theory. 

Hut it is maintained by John Stuart Mill that the truths of 
mathematics in particular those of gee metry, rest on experience ; 
and, as regards geometry, the same view is on very different 
grounds maintained by the mathematician Riemann. 

It is not so easy as at first si<ht it appears to make out how 
far the view's taken hy Mill in his “System of Logic Ratiocina- 
tive and Inductive ” (ninth edition, 1879) are absolutely contra¬ 
dictory to those which have been spoken of j they profe*s to be 
ho ; there are most definite assertions (supported by argument), 
for instance, p. 263 :—“ It remains to inquire what is the ground 
of oar belief in axioms, what is the evidence on jvhich they rest. 

I answer, they are experimental truths, generalisations fi*>ra ex¬ 
perience. The proporitbm * Two straight lines cannot inclose a 
spice/ or, in other words, two straight lines which have once 
me* cannot meet again, is an induction from the evidence of our 
senses.” But I cannot help considering a previous argument (p. 
259) as very materially modifying this absolute contradiction. 
After inquiring “ Why are mathematics by almost all philoso- 
ph rs . . , considered to be independent of the evidence of 
experience and observation, and characterised as systems of 
necessary truth? ” Mill proceeds (I quote the whole passage) as 
follows i—“The answer I conceive to be that tbi* character of 
necessity ascribed to the truths of mathematics, and even (with 
some reservations to be hereafter made) the peculiar certainty 


ascribed to them, is a delusion, in order to sustain which it fs 
necessary to suppose that those truths relate to and expresstti* 
properties of purely imaginary objects. It >> acknowledged that 
the conclusions of geometry are derived partly at least from the 
so-called definitions, and that these definitions are assumed to be 
correct representations, as far ok they go, of the objects with 
which geometry U conversant. Now we have pointed out that 
from a definition as such no proposition, unless it be one con¬ 
cerning the meaning of a word, can ever follow, and that what 
apparently follows from a definition follows in reality firom an 
implied assumption that there exists a real thing conformable 
thereto This assumption in the case of the definitions of geo¬ 
metry is not strictly true: there exist no real things exactly con¬ 
formable to the definirions. There exist no real points without 
magnitude, no lines without breadth, nor perfectly Straight, no 
circles with all their radii exactly equal, nor squares with all their 
angle> perfectly right. It will be said that the assumption does 
not extend to the actual but only to the possible existence of such 
things. I answer that according to every test we have of pos¬ 
sibility they are not even possible. Their existence, so far a» 
we can form any judgment, would seem to be inconsistent With 
the physical constitution of our planet at least, if not of the 
universal [«V]. To get rid of this difficulty, and at the same 
time to save the credit of the supposed system of necessary 
truths, it is customary to say that the points, lines, circles, ana 
squares which are the subjects of geometry, exist in our concejw 
tions merely, and are parts of our minds: which minds, by 
working on their own materials, construct an a priori science, 
the evidence of which is purely mental and has nothing to do 
with outward experience. By howsoever high authority this 
doctrine has been sanctioned, it appeal's to me psychologically 
incorrect. The points lines, and squares which any one has in 
hb mind, are (as I apprehend) simply copies of the points, lines, 
and squares which he has known in his experience. Our idea 
of a point I apprehend to be simply our idea of the minimum 
visible, the small portion of surface which we can see. We 
can reason about a line as if it had no breadth, because we have 
a power which we can exercbe over the operations of our mind* : 
the power, when a perception is present to our senses or a con¬ 
ception to our intellects, of attending to a part only of that 
pcrcej lion or conception instead of the whole. But we cannot 
tonceivt a line without breadth : we can form no mental picture 
of such a line : all the lines which we have in our mind are lines 
rosse*sing breadth. If any one doubt this we may refer him to 
his own experience. I much question if any one who fancies that 
he can conceive of a mathematical line thinks so from the 
evidence of his own consciousness. I suspect it is rather because 
he suppo e* that unless such a perception be possible, mathe¬ 
matics could not exist as a science: a supposition which there 
will be no difficulty in showing to be groundless.” 

I think It may be at once conceded that the truths of geometry 
are truths precisely because they relate to and express the 
properties of what Mill calls “purely imaginary objects”; that 
these object* do not exist in Mill's sense, that they do not exist 
in nature, may abo be granted; that they are “ not even possible,” 
if this means not possible in an existing nature, may also be 
granted. That we cannot “conceive” them depends on the 
meaning which we attach to the word conceive. I would myself 
say that the purely imaginary objects are the only realities, the 
6vtws 6rra, in regard to which the corresponding physical objects 
are as the shadows in the cave; ard it is only by means of them 
that we are able to deny the existence of a corresponding physical 
object; if there is no conception of straightness, then it k mean¬ 
ingless to deny the existence of a perfectly straight line. 

But at any rate the object*, or geometrical truth are the so- 
called imaginary objects of Mill, ana the truths of geometry ate 
only true, and a portion are only necessarily true, m regard to 
these so-called imaginary objects; and these object^ points, 
line*, circles, &c., in (he mathematical sense of the terms, have 
a likeness to and are represented more or less imperfect?, and 
from a geometer’s point of view no matter how imperfectly, by 
corresponding physical points, line?, circles, &o, 1 shall have 
to return to geometry, a d wilt then speak of Rienmun, but I 
will first refer to another passage of the “ Logic.” 

Speaking of the truths of arithmetic Mill says (p. 297) (hat 
even here Acre is one hypothetical dement: “ In all propositions 
concerning numbers a condition is implied without winch hone 
of them would be true, and that condition is att asfumptfca 
which may be false. The condition is that mi; that «u the 
numbers are numbers of the some or Of equal units/* )Fi<we at 
least the assumption may be absolutely true; one shilling A one 
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shilling to purchjtsira power, although they may not be abso- 
lately of toe tame weight and fineness: but it is hardly necessary; 
one coin + one coin *» two coins, even if the one be a shilling 
and the other a half-crown, In fact, whatever difficulty be 
raisable as to geometry, it seems to me that no similar difficulty 
applies to arithmetic ; mathematician or not, we have each of us, 
in its moat abstract form, the idtA of a number ; we can each of 
tts appreciate the truth of a proposition in regard to numbers ; 
ana we cannot but see that a truth in regard to numbers is some¬ 
thing different in kind from an experimental truth generalised 
from experience. Compare, for instance, the proposition that 
the sun, having already risen so many times, will rise to-morrow, 
and the next day, and the day after that, and so on ; and the 
proposition that even and odd numbers succeed each other alter¬ 
nately ad infinitum : the latter at least seems to have the cha¬ 
racters of universality and necessity. Ot, again, suppose a 
proposition observed to hold good for a long series of numbers, 
one thousand numbers, two thousand numbers, as the case may 
be : this i-= not only no proof, but it is absolutely no evidence, 
that the proposition is a true proposition, holding good for all 
numbers whatever; there are in the Theory of Numbers very 
remarkable instances of propositions observed to hold goid for 
very long series of numbers and which are nevertheless untrue. 

I pass in review certain mathematical theories. 

In arithmetic and algebra, or say in analy is, the numbers or 
magnitudes which we repre-ent by symbols are in the first 
instance ordinary (that is, positive) numbers or magnitudes. We 
have also in analysis and in analytical geometry negative magni¬ 
tudes ; there has been in regard to these plenty of philosophical 
discussion, and I might refer to Kant's paper, 41 Ueber die 
negativen Grossen in die Weltwefaheit” (1703), but the notion of 
a negative magnitude has become quite a familiar one, and has 
extended itself into common phraseology. I may remark tha: 
it is used in a very refined manner in bookkeeping by double 
entry. 

But it is far otherwi e with the notion which is ready the 
fundamental one (and I cannot too strongly emphasise the asser¬ 
tion) underlying and pervading the whole of modern analysis and 
geometry, that of imaginary magnitude in analysis and of 
imaginary space (or space as a locus in qua of imaginary points 
and figures) in geometry : 1 use in each case the word imaginary 
as including real. This has not been, so far as I am aw are, a 
subject of philosophical discussion or inquiry. As regards the 
older metaphysical writers, this would be quite accounted for 
by saying that they knew nothing, and were not bound to know 
anything, about it ; but at present, and considering the pro¬ 
minent position which the notion occupies—say even that the 
conclusion were that the notion belongs to mere technical 
mathematics, or has reference to nonentities in regard to which 
no science is possible, still it seems to me that (as a subject of 
philosophical discussion) the notion ought not to be thus 
ignored ; it should at least be shown that there is a right to 
ignore it. 

Although in logical order I should perhaps now sptak of the 
notion just referred to, it will lie convenient to speak first of 
gome other quasi-geometrical notions ; those of more-than-three- 
dimensional space, and of non-Euclidian two- and three- 
dimensional space, and also of the generalised notion of 
distance. It is in connection with these that Riemano consi¬ 
dered that our notion of space is founded on experience, rr 
rather that it is only by experience that we know that our space 
is Euclidian space. 

It is well known that Euclid's twelfth axiom, even in Playfair's 
farm of to has been considered as needing demonstration ; and 
that Lobatschewsky constructed ft perfectly consistent theory 
whereto this axiom was assumed not to hold gpod, or say a 
system of non-Euclidian plane geometry. There fa « like sys¬ 
tem of non-Euclidian solid geometry. My own view is that 
Euclid's twelfth axiom to Playfair’s fonp of it does not need 
demonstration, but is part of our notion of space, of the physical 
space of our experience—the space, that is, which we become 
acquainted with by experience, but whldt is the representation 
lying at the foundation of all external experience. Riemann's 
View before referred to may I think be said to be that, having 
rn mUliectu a more general notion of space (to fact a notion of 
non-Euclidian space), wo learn tor experience that space (the 
ibytfcal space of our experience) fa, if not exactly, at least to 
« highest degree of approximation, Euclidian space. 

( But, .suppose the physical space of our.experiestoe. to be thus 
o»ly approximately Euclidian space, what xa the consequence 


which follows ? Not that the propositions of geometry are only 
approximately true, but that they remain absolutely true to re¬ 
gard to that Euclidian space which has been so long regarded as 
being the physical space of our experience. 

It ts interesting to consider two different ways in which, with¬ 
out any modification at all of our notion of space, we can arrive 
at a system of non-Euclidian (plane or two-dimensional) 
geometry ; and the doing so will, I think, throw gome light on 
the whole question. 

First, imagine the earth a perfectly smooth sphere; understand 
by n plane the surface of the earth, and by a line the apparently 
straight line (in fact an arc of great circle) drawn on the surface; 
what experience would in the first instance teach would be 
Euclidian geometry; there would be intersecting lines which 
produced a few mile* or so would seem to go on diverging, a^d 
apparently parallel lines which would exhibit no tendency to 
approach each other ; and the inhabitants might very well con¬ 
ceive that they had by experience established the axiom that two 
straight lines cannot inclose a space, and the axiom as to parallel 
lines. A more extended experierce and more accurate measure¬ 
ments would teach them that the axioms w ere each of them 
fabe ; and that any two lines if produced far enough each way 
would meet in two points : they w ould in fact arrive at a spheri¬ 
cal geometry, accurately representing the properties of the two- 
dimensional space of their experience. But their original 
Euclidian germetry would not the le s be a true system ; only 
it would apply to an ideal space, not the space of their 
experience. 

Secondly, consider an ordinary, indefinitely extended J fare ; 
and let us modify only the notion of distance. We measure 
distance, sav, by a yard measure or a foot rule, anything uhich 
is short enough to make the fractions of it of no consequence (in 
mathematical language hy an infinitesimal element of lengih); 
imagine* then, the length of this rule constantly changing (as it 
might do by an alteration of temperature), but under the condi¬ 
tion that its actual length <-hall depend only on its riluation on 
the plane and on its direction : viz., if for a given situation and 
direction it has a certain length, then whenever it comes back to 
the same situation and direction it must have the «-ame length. 
The distance along a given straight or curved fine between any 
two points could then be measured in the ordinary manner with 
this rule, and would have a perfectly determinate valnej it 
could be measured over and over again, and would always be 
the same ; but of course It would be the distance, not in the 
ordinary acceptation of the term, but in quite a different ac¬ 
ceptation. Or in a somewhat different way: if the retfe of 
progress from a given point in a given direction be conceived as 
depending only on the configuration of the ground, and the 
distance along a given path between any two points thereof be 
measured by the time required for traversing it, then to this way 
also the distance would have a perfectly determinate value ; hut 
it would be a distance, not in the ordinary acceptation of the 
term, but in quite a different acceptation. And corresponding 
to the new nolion of distance, we should have a new, non- 
Euclidian system of plane geometry ; all theorems involving the 
notion of distance would be altered. 

We may proceed further. Suppose that as the rule moves 
away from a fixed central point of the plane it becomes shorti r 
and shorter; if this shortening takes place with sufficient 
rapidity, it may very well be that a distance which in the 
ordinary sense of the word is finite will in the new sense be in¬ 
finite ; no number of repetitions of the length of the ever- 
shortening rule will he sufficient to cover it There will he 
surrounding the central point a certain finite area mch that (to 
the new acceptation of the term distance) each point of the 
boundary thereof will be at an infinite distance from the central 
point; the ixrints outside this area you cannot by any means 
arrive at with your rule; they will form a terra incognita, or 
rather an unknowable land: in mathematical language* an 
imaginary or impossible space; and *he plane space ofthe theoi y 
will be that within the finite area—that is it will be finite 
instead of infinite. 

We thus with a proper law of shortening arrive at a system of 
non-Euclidian geometry which fa essentially that of Lobat- 
achewaky. Butin so obtaining it we put out of sight Us relation 
to spherical geometry 5 the three geometries (spherical, Euclidian, 
and LobafrCbewsky*) should be regarded as members of a 
system; viz., they are the geometries of a plane (two-dimensional) 
space of constant positive curvature, zero-curvature* and constant 
negative curvature respectively; or, again, they ate the plane 
geometries corresponding to three different notions of distance; 
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in this point of view they are Klein’s elliptic, parabolic, and 
hyperbolic geometries respectively. 

Next as regards solid geometry : 


Next as regards solid geometry ; we can by a modification of 
the notion of distance (such as has just been explained in regard 
to Lobatschewwky’s system) pdks from our present system to a 
non-Euclidian system ; for the other mode of passing to a non* 
Euclidian system it would be necessary to regard our space as a 
flat three-dimensional space existing in a s|>ace of four dimen¬ 
sions (t>. as the analogue of a plane existing in ordinary space); 
and to substitute for such fiat three-dimensional space a curved 
three-dimensional space, say of constant positive or negative 
curvature. In regarding the physical space of our experience as 
possibly non-Euclidian, Kiemanu's idea seems to Ire that of 
modifying the notion of drilaftce, not that of treating it as a locus 
in four-dimemional space. 

X have just come to speak, of four-dimensional space. 'What 
meaning do we attach to it? or can we attach tv it any mean¬ 
ing? Jt may be at once admitted that we cannot conceive of a 
fourth dimension of space ; that *pacc as we conceive of it, and 
the physical space of our experience* are alike three-dimensional; 
but we can, 1 think, conceive of space as being two- or-even 
one-dimensional; we can imagine rational beings living in ft 
one-dimensional space (a line) or in a two-dimensional space (a 
surface), and conceiving of space accordingly, and to whom, 
therefore, a two-dimensional space, or (as the case may be) a 
three-dimensional space, would be as inconceivable as a four¬ 
dimensional space is to us. And very curious speculative ques¬ 
tions arise. Suppose the one-dimensional space a right line, and 
that it afterwards becomes a curved line : would there be any 
indication of the change? Or, if originally a curved line, would 
there be anything to suggest to them that it was not a right line ? 
Probably not, for a one-dimensional geometry hardly exists. 
Put let the space be two-dimcnMoanl, and imngine it originally a 
plane, and afterwards bent (converted, that is, into some iorin of 
developable surface) or converted into a curved suriace ; or imagine 
it originally a developable or curved .surface. In the former 
case there should bean indication of the change, for the geometry 
originally applicable to the space of their experience (our own 
Euclidian geometry) would cease to be applicable; but the 
change could not be apprehended by them as a bending or 
deformation of the plane, for this would imply the notion of a 
three-dimensional space in which this bending or deformation 
could take place. In the latter case their geometry would be 
that appropriate to the developable or curved surface which is 
their space ; viz. this would be their Euclidian geometry : would 
they ever have arrived at our own more simple system? But 
take the case where the two-dimensional space is a plane, and 
imagine the beings of such a space familiar with our own 
Euclidian plane geometry; if, a third dimension being still 
inconceivable by them, they were by their geometry or otherwise 
led to the notion of it, there would be nothing to prevent them 
from forming a science such as our own science of three-dimen¬ 
sional geometry. 

Evidently ail the foregoing questions present themselves in 
regard to ourselves, and to three-dimensional space as w e con¬ 
ceive of it, and as the physical space of our experience. And I 
need hardly say that the first step is the difficulty, and that 
granting a fourth dimension we may assume as many more 
dimensions os we please. But whatever answer be given to 
them, we have, as a branch of mathematics, potentially, if not 
actually, an analytical geometry of ^-dimensional space. I shall 
have to speak again upon th». 

Coming now to the fundamental notion already referred to, 
that of imaginary magnitude in analysis and imaginary space in 
geometry : I connect this with two great discoveries in mathe¬ 
matics made in the first half of the seventeenth century, Harriot’s 
representation of an equation in the form /(x) & o* and the 
consequent notion of the roots of an equation as derived from 
ihe linear factors of f{x) (Harriot 1500*1621; his “ Algebra, M 
published after hi* death, has the date 1631), and Descartes’ 
method of coordinates, as given in the “Geometric,” forming 
a short supplement to his “Traits de la Methode, &e. 
(Leyden, 1637). 

1 show how by these we are led analytically to the notion of 
imaginary points in geometry; for instance, we arrive at the 
theorem that a straight line and circle in the same plane intersect 
always in two points, real or imaginary. The conclusion as to 
the two points of intersection cannot be contradicted by expe¬ 
rience : take a sheet of paper and draw on it the straight line 
and circle, and try. But yon might say, Or at least be strongly 


tempted to say, that it is meaningless. The Question 0/ coupe 
arises, What is the meaning of an imaginary point ? and, fttrihor, 
Jn what manner can the notion be arrived at geometrically ? 

There is a well known construction in perspective for drawing 
lines through the intersection of two lines which are so nearly 
parallel as not to meet within the limits of the sheet of paper. 
You have two given lines which do not meet, and you afaw a 
third line, which, when the lines are all of them produced, Is 
found to pass through the intersection of the given lines. If 
instead of lines vie have two circular arcs not meeting each 
other, then we can, by means of these arcs, construct a line; 
and if on completing the circles it is found that the circles inter¬ 
sect each other in two real points, then it will be found that the 
line passes through these two points : if the circles appear not 
to intersect, then the line will appear not to intersect either of 
the circles. But the geometrical construction being in each case 
the same, we say that in the second case also the line passes 
through the two intersections of the circles. 

Of course it may be said in reply that the conclusion is a very 
natural one, provided we assume the existence of imaginary 
points ; and that, this assumption not being made, then, if the 
circles do not internet, it is meaningless to assert that the line 
passes through their points of intersection. The difficulty is not 
got over by the analytical method before referred to, for this 
introduces difficulties of its own ; is there in a plane a point the 
coordinates of which have given imaginary values? As a matter 
of fact, we do consider in plane geometry imaginary points intro¬ 
duced into the theory analytically or geometrically as above. 

The like considerations apply to solid geometry, and we thug 
arrive at the notion of imaginary space an a locus in quo Of 
imaginary points and figures, 

1 have used the word imaginary rather than complex, and I 
repeat that the word has been u*ed as including real. But, this 
once understood, the word becomes in many cases superfluous, 
and the use of it would even be misleading. 1 huu, ** a prohlem 
has so many solutions : ” this means so many imaginary (includ¬ 
ing real) solutions. But if it were said that the problem had 
44 so many imaginary solutions/’ the word “imaginary ” would 
here be understood to be used in opposition to real, 1 give this 
explanation the better to point out how wide the application of 
the notion of the imaginary is, viz. (unless expressly or by Im¬ 
plication excluded) it is a notion implied and presupposed in aM 
ihe conclusions of modem analysis ai d geometry. It b, as I 
have said, the fundamental notion underlying and pervading the 
v hole of these branches of mathematical science. 

I consider the question of the geometrical representation of 
an imaginary variable. We represent the imaginary variable 
x + iy by means of a point in a plane, the coordinates of which 
are (jr, y). This idea, due to Gauss, dates from about the year 
1831. We thus picture to ou^elves the succession of values of 
the imaginary variable x -f iy by means of the motion of the 
representative point i for instance, the succession of values corre¬ 
sponding to the motion of the point along a closed curve to it* 
original position, The value X + VY of the function can of 
course be represented by means of a point (taken for greater 
convenience in a differ cm plane), the coordinates of which are 
X, Y. 

We may consider in general two points, moving each in its 
own plane, so that the position of one of them determines the 
position of the other, and consequently tie motion of the one 
determines the motion of the other : for instance, the two points 
may be the tracing-point and the pencil of a pentagraph. You 
may with the first point draw any figure you please*, there will 
be a corresponding figure draw n by the second point ? for a good 
pentagraph a copy on a different scale (it may be ); for a badly* 
adjusted pentagraph, a distorted copy; but the one figure wul 
always be a sort of copy of the first, so that to each point of the 
one figure there will correspond a point in the other figure. 

In tlie case above referred to, where one point represents the 
value x + iy of the imaginary variable and the other the value 
X + <Y of some function 4 >{x + iy) of that variable, there is w 
remarkable relation between the two figures : this is tHe relation 
of orthomorphic projection, the same which presents itwdf 
1 etween a portion of the earth’s suriace and the represeatutfafi 
thereof by a map on the rtereograpbic projection or on |C«v 
tutor's projection—viz,, any indefinitely tmall area of the bfld 
figure is repret euled in the other figure by an indefinitely small 
area of, the same shape. There will possibly be for different 
parts of the figure great variations of scale, but the shape mft, 
be unaltered j if for the one area the boundary'is a citae, then 
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far the other area the boundary will be a circla; if for one it is an 
equilateral triangle* then for the other it will be an equilateral 
triangle. 

I have been speaking of an imaginary variable (* + iy), 
aoA Of a function tf>{# 4 * iy) = X + ?Y of that variable, but 
the theory may equally well be stated in regard to a plane 

curve ; in fact the x + iy and the X 4 - »V are two ima- 

ginary variables connected by an equation ; say their values 
are u and v, connected by an equation F (u, v) = o ; then, 
regarding u, v as the coordinates or a point in f>fano s this will 
be a point on the curve represented by the eanation. The curve, 
in die widest sense of the expression, is tue whole series of 
points, real or imaginary, the coordinates of which satisfy the 
equation, and these are exhibited by the foregoing corresponding 
figures in two planes ; but in the ordinary sense the curve is the 

series of real points, with coordinates u, v y which satisfy the 

equation. 

In geometry it is the curve, whether defined by means of its 
equation, or in any other manner, which is the subject for con¬ 
templation and stu iy. But we also use the curve as a repre¬ 
sentation of its equation— that is, of the relation existing between 
two magnitudes x, y, which arc taken as the coordinates of a 
point on the curve. Such employment of a curve for all sorts of 
purposes—the fluctuations or the barometer, the Cambridge 
boat races, or the Funds—is familiar to most of you. It is ta 
like maimer convenient in analysis, for exhibiting the relations 
between any three magnitudes x , y, z, to regard them the co¬ 
ordinates of a point in space; and, on the like ground, we 
should at least wish to regard any four or more magnitudes as 
the coordinate'; of a point in space of \ corresponding number 
of dimensions. Starting with the hypothesis of such a space, 
and of points therein each determined by means of its coor¬ 
dinates it is found possible to establish a system of w-dimen- 
nional geometry analogous in every respect to our two- and 
three-dimensional geometries, and to a very considerable extent 
serving to exhibit the relations of the variables. 

It is to be borne in mind that the space, whatever its dimen¬ 
sionality may be, mu,t always be regarded as an imaginary or 
complex space such as the two- or three-dimenbonal space of 
ordinary gemietry ; the advantages of the representation w.mld 
otherwise altogether fail to be obtained, 

I omit gjme further developments in regard to geometry ; and 
all that I have written as to the connection of mathematics with 
the notion of time. 

I said that I would speak to you, not of the utility of the 
mathematics in any of the questions of common life or of physi¬ 
cal science, but rather ot the obligations of mathematics to 
these different subjects, The consideration which thus presents 
itsttif is in a great measure that of the history of the development 
of the different branches of mathematical science in connection 
with the older physical sciences, astronomy aud mechanics; the 
mathematical theory is in the first instance suggested by some 
question of common life or of physical science, is pursued and 
studied quite independently thereof, and perhaps after a long 
interval Comes in contact with it, or with quite a different ques¬ 
tion. Geometry and algebra must, I think, be considered as 
each of them originating in connection with objects or questions 
of common Ufe-~geometry, notwithstanding its name, hardly in 
the measurement of land, but rather from the contemplation of 
stwh form# as the straight line, the circle, the ball, the top (or 
sugar-loaf)! the Greek geometers appropriated for the geometri¬ 
cal forms corresponding to the last two of these, the words 
fifty* and tfwvai, our cone and sphere, and they extended the 
word cone to mean the complete figure obtained by producing 
the ttratght lines of the surface both ways indefinitely. And so 
algebra would seem to have arisen from the sort of easy pusries 
• in regard to numbers which may be made, either in the pic¬ 
turesque forms of the Bija-Ganit* with its maiden with the 
beautiful Jocks, and its swarms of bees amid the fragrant bios- 
soma, and the cue queen bee left humming around the lotus 
down* j or in the more prosaic fora m which a student has pre¬ 
sented to him in a modern text-book a problem leading to a 
simple equation. 

The Greek geometry may be regarded os beginning with Plato 
flMk 43 ^ 347 ) * toe notions of geometrical analysts loci, aod 
toe *onic sections are attributed to him, and them are in his 
"Dialogues M many very interesting allusions to mathematical ques¬ 
tions t m particular the passage in the “Themtetns,” where he 


affirms the incommensurability of the sides of certain squares. 
But the earliest extant writings are those of Euclid (b.c. 285) i 
there is hardly anything in mathematics more beautiful than his 
wondrous fifth book ; and he has also in the seventh, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth books fully and ably developed the first prin¬ 
ciples of the Theory of Numbers, including the theory of incom¬ 
mensurable*;. We have next Apollonius (about B.c. 247), and 
Archimedes (b.c. 287-212), both geometers of the highest merit, 
and the latter of them the founder of the science of statics 
(including therein hydrostatics): his dictum about the lever, his 
“ ECpijKo,” and the story of the defence of Syracuse, ore WtH 
known, Following these we have a worthy series of name?, 
including the astronomers Hipparchus (u.c, 150) and Ptolemy 
(a.d. 125), and ending, say, with Pappus (A,t>, 400), but con¬ 
tinued by their Arabian commentator , and the Italian and other 
European geometers of the sixteenth century and later, who 
pursued the Greek geometry. 

The Greek arithmetic was, from the want of a proper nota¬ 
tion, ringuJarly cumbrous and difficult ; Mid it was for astrono¬ 
mical purposes superseded by the sexagesimal arithmetic, attu- 
buted to Ptolemy, but probably known before bis time. Tbe 
use of the present so-colled Arabic figures became general 
among Arabian writers on arithmetic and astronomy about ihe 
middle of the tenth century, but it was not introduced into 
Europe until about two centuries later. Algebra among the 
Greeks is reprei-ented almost exclusively by the treatise of Pio- 
phantus (A.fj. 150), in fact a work on the Theory of Numbers 
containing questions relating to square and cube numbers, and 
other propeities of i/umlers, with their solutions; this has no 
historical connection with the later algebra introduced into Italy 
from the East by Leonard! Bonaccl of T’ba (A.D. 1202-1208), 
and successfully cultivated in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 
by Lucas PacioJus, or De Hurgo, Tartaglia, Cardan, and Ferrari. 
Later on we have Vieta (1540-1603), Harriot, already referred 
to, Wallis, and othrrs. 

Astronomy is of course intimately connected with geometry ; 
the most simple facts of observation of the heavenly bodies can 
01-ly be stated in geometrical language; for instance, that the 
stars describe circles about the Pole star, or that the different posi¬ 
tions of the ‘un among the fixed stars in the course of the year form 
a circle. For astronomical calculations it was found necessary to 
determine the arc of a circle by means of its chord ; the notion 
is as old as Hipparchus a work of whom is referred to as con¬ 
sisting of twelve l ooks on the chords of circular arcs ; we have 
(A.D. 125) Ptolemy’s ** Almagest,” the fun book of which con¬ 
tains a table of arcs and chords with the method of construc¬ 
tion; and among other theorems on the subject he gives there 
the theorem afterwards inserted in Euclid (Pock VI. Prop. D.) 
relating to the rectangle contained by the diagonals of a quadri¬ 
lateral inscribed in a circle. The Arabians made the improve¬ 
ment of using in place of the chord of an arc tbe sine, or 
half chord of double tbe arc, and so brought the theory into the 
form in which it is used in modern trigonometry: the befove- 
mentionecl theorem of Ptolemy, or rather a particular case of it, 
translated into the notation of sines, gives the expression for the 
sine of the sum of tw f o arcs in terms of the sines and cosines 
of the component arcs; and it is thus the fundamental theorem 
on the subject. We have in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 
a series of mathematicians who with wonderful enthusiasm and 
perseverance calculated tables of the trigonometrical or circular 
functions, Purbach, Muller or Regiomontanus, Copernicus, 
Reinhold, Maurolycus, Vieta, and many others ; the tabulations 
of the functions tangent and secant are due to Reinhold and 
Maurolycus respectively. 

Logarithms were invented, not exclusively w ith reference to 
the calculation of trigonometrical tables, but in order to facilitate 
numerical calculations generally ; the invention is due to John 
Napier of Mirchiston, who died in 1618 at sixty-feven years of 
age; the notion was based upon refined mathematical reasoning 
on the comparison of the spaces described by two points, the one 
moving with a uniform velocity, the other with a velocity 
varying according to a given Jaw. It is to be observed that 
Napier's logarithms were nearly but not exactly those which are 
now called (sometime® Napierian, but more usually) hyperbolic 
logarithms— those to the base and that the change to the 
base 10 (the great step by which lie invention wes perfected for 
the object in view) was indicated by Napier but actually made 
by Heart Briggs* afterwards Savilii h Professor at Oxford (d. 
1630). But it 5 the hyperbolic logarithm which is mathematically 
important. The direct function c* or exp. x , which; has for its 
i nverse tile hyperbolic; logarithm, presented itself, but not in a 
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promintnt way. Tables were calculated of the logarithms of 
numbers* and of those of the trigonometrical functions. 

The circular function and the logarithm were thus invented 
each for a practical purpose, separately and without any proper 
connection with each other. ( The functions are connected 
through the theory oF imaginaries, and form together a group of 
the utmost importance throughout mathematics: but this is 
mathematical theory; the obligation of mathematics is for the 
discovery of the functions. 

Forms of spirals presented themselves in Greek architecture, 
and the curves were considered mathematically by Archimedes; 
the Greek geometers invented some other curves, more or less 
interesting, but recondite enough in their origin. A curve which 
might have presented itself to anybody, that described by a 
pjint in the circumference of a rolling carriage wheel, was first 
noticed by Mersennc in 1615, and is the curve afterwards con¬ 
sidered by Roberval, Pascal, and others, under the name of the 
Roulette, otherwise the Cycloid, Pascal (1623-1662) wrote at 
the age of seventeen his 11 Fssais pour les Coniques,” in seven 
short pag-,s, full of new views on these curves, and in which he 
gives, in a paragraph of eight lines, his theory of the inscribed 
hexagon. 

Kepler (1571-1630) by his empirical determination of the laws 
of planetary tuition, brought into connection with astronomy one 
of the forms of conic, the ellipse, and established a foundation 
for the theory of gravitation. Contemporary with him, for 
most of his life, we have Galileo (1564-1642), the founder of 
the science of dynamics ; and closely following upon Galileo, we 
have Isaac Newton (1643-1727)'. the “ Philosophise naturalis 
Principia Mftthematica,” known as the “ Principia,” was first 
published in 1687. 

The physical, statical, or dynamical questions which presented 
themselves before the publication of the “ Principia” were of no 
particular mathematical difficulty, but it is quite otherwise with 
the crowd cf interesting questions arising out of the theory of 
gravitation, and which, in becoming the subject of mathematical 
investigation, have contributed very much to the advance of 
mathematics. We have the problem of two bodies, or what is 
the same thing, that of the motion of a particle about a fixed 
centre of force, for any law of force ; we have also the (mathe¬ 
matically very interesting) problem of the motion of a body 
attracted to two or more fixed centres of force; then, next 
prcccdiug that of the actual solar system—the problem of three 
bodies; this has ever been and is fat beyond the power of 
mathematics, and it is in the lunar and planetary theories 
replaced by what is mathematically a different problem, that of 
the motion of a body under the action of a principal central 
force and a disturbing force; or (in one mode of treat¬ 
ment) by the problem of disturbed elliptic motion. I would 
remark that mc have here an instance in which an astro¬ 
nomical fact, the observed slow variation of the orbit of 
a planet, has directly suggested a mathematical method, applied 
to other dynamical problems, and which is the basis of very 
extensive modem investigations in regard to systems of differ* 
ential equations. Again, immediately arising out of the theory 
of gravitation, we have the problem of finding the attraction of 
a solid body of any given form upon a particle, solved by Newton 
in the case of a homogeneous sphere, but which is far more 
difficult in the next , i ucceeding cases of the spheroid of revolution 
(very ably treated by Maclaurin) and of the ellipsoid of three 
unequal axes : there is perhaps no problem of mathematics which 
has been treated by as great a variety of methods, or has given 
rise to so much interesting investigation as this last problem of 
the attraction of an ellipsoid upon an interior or exterior point 
It was a dynamical problem, that of vibrating strings, by which 
Lagrange was led to the theory of the representation of a function 
as the sum of a series of multiple sines and cosines ; and con¬ 
nected with this we have the expansions in terms of Legendre's 
functions P„, suggested to him by the question just referred to of 
the attraction of an elli, said ; the subsequent investigations of 
Laplace on the attractions of bodies differing slightly from the 
sphere led to the functions of two variables called Laplace’s 
functions. I have been sj caking of ellipsoids, but the general 
theory is that of attractions, which has become a very wide 
branch of modem mathematics; associated with it we have in 

f irticular the names of Gauss, Lejcunc-Dirichlet, and Green; and 
must uot omit to mention that the theory is now one relating to 
^-dimensional space. Another great problem of celestial me¬ 
chanics, that of the motion of the earth about its centre of gravity, 
in the most simple case, that of a body not acted upon by any 
forces, is a very interesting one in the mathematical point of view. 


I may mention a few other instances where a practical or 
physical auction has connected itself with the development #f 
mathematical theory. I have spoken of two map projections*— 
the stenographic, dating from Ptolemy; and Mercator’s pfo* 
jection, invented by Edward Wright about the year 1600 : each 
of these, as a particular case of the orthomorphic projection, 
belongs to the theory of the geometrical representation of an 
imaginary variable. I have spoken also of perspective, andflo 
an omitted paragraph) of the representation of solid figures opt* 
ployed in Monge’s descriptive geometry. Monge, it is wifi 
ki own, is the author of the geometrical theory of the curvature 
of surfaces and of curves of curvature : he was led to this tberiy 
by a problem of earthwork—from a given area, coveredlwph 
earth of uniform thickness, to cany the earth and distrfbtdelt 
over an equal given area, with the least amount of cartage. For 
the solution of the corresponding problem in solid geometry he 
had to consider the intersecting normals of a surface, and ao 
arrived at the carves of curvature (see his ** Mitaoire sfcr j|s 
Dt&lais 11 les Remblais, 0 Mint. <i<l'Acad. t 1781), The nonhps 
of a surface are, again, a particular case of a doubly ihitijMtte 
system of lines, and are so connected with the modern theorim^ 
congruences and complexes. 

The undulatory theory of light led to Fresnel's wave-surface, a 
surface of the fourth order, by far the most interesting one which 
had then presented itself. A geometrical property of this surfifcee, 
that of having tangent planes each touching it along a plane 
curve (in fact, a circle), gave to Sir W. R. Hamilton the theory 
of conical refraction. The wave-surface is now regarded in 
geometry as a particular case of Rummer’s quariic surface, with 
sixteen conical points and sixteen singular tangent planes. 

My imperfect acquaintance as well with the mathematics as 
the physics prevent^ mc from speaking of the benefits which the 
theory of Partial Differential Equations has received from the 
bydrodynnmical theory of vortex motion, and from the great 
physical theories of electricity, magnetism, and energy. 

It is difficult to give an idea of the vast extent of modern 
mathematics. This word 11 extent” is not the right onei I 
mean extent crowded with beautiful detail—not an extent of 
mere Uniformity, such as an objectless plain, but of a tract of 
beautiful country seen at first in the distance, but which will 
bear to be rambled through and studied in every detail of hUb 
side and valley, stream, rock, wood, and flower. But, os for 
anything else, so for a mathematical theory—beauty can be ptr* 
ceived, but not explained. As for mere extent, I might illus¬ 
trate this by speaking of the dates at which some of the great 
extensions have been made in several branches of mathematical 
science. 

And in fact, in the Address os written, 1 speak at considerable 
length of the extensions in geometry since the time of Descartes, 
and in other specified subjects since the commencement of the 
century : the^e subjects are the general theory of the function of 
an imaginary variable; the leading known functions, viz. the 
elliptic and single theta-functions and the Abelian and multiple 
theta-functions ; the Theory of Equations and the Theory Of 
Numbers. I refer also to some theories outride of ordinary 
mathematics : the multiple algebra or linear associative algebra 
of the late Benjamin Peirce; the theory of Angand, Warren, 
and Peacock in regard to imaminaries iti plane geometry; SirW. 
R. Hamilton’s quaternions, {word's hiquaterwons, the theories 
developed in Graasmamt’s ** Attsdehnungslehre,” with recent 
extensions thereof to xw^Bndidian space by Mr. Homersham 
Cox; also Boole’s ‘‘Mathematical Logic,” and a Work con¬ 
nected with logic, but primarily mathematical and of the highest 
importance, Schubert's “ Abzahlende Geometric ” (1878). I 
remark that all this in regard to theories outside of ordinary 
mathematics Is still on the text of the vast extent of modern 
mathematics. ' 

In conclusion I would say that mathematics have steadily 
advanced from the time of the Greek geometers, Nothing is 
lost or wasted; the achievements of Euclid, Archimedes, amt 
Apollonius are as admirable now as they were in their own 4 ap« 
Descartes’ method of coordinates is a possession for even, But 
mathematics have never been cultivatedmore seakmriy and dili¬ 
gently, or with greater success, than in this century- 4 n the lari 
half of it, or at the present time s the advances sums have hem 
enormous, the actual field Is boundless, the future full of&ope. 
In regard to pure mathematics we may most confidently say p— 
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SECTION A 

mathematical and physical 

Opening Address by Prof. Olaus H enrich, Ph.D., F.R.S., 
President of the Section. 

On reading through the addresses delivered by my predecessors 
io this office, 1 was struck by the fact that in nearly every case 
the speaker began with a lamentation over his unfitness for the 
work before him, and those seemed to me to be the more elo¬ 
quent on these points who showed by their addre*s that they 
least needed an excuse. The amount of excuse given appears 
la fact to be directly proportional to the gifts of the speaker, 
and hence inversely proportional to the need of such an excuse. 

Under thewe circumstances I cannot express my sense of my 
own unfitness for this post better than by saying nothing about it. 
t must, however, beg your indulgence for my shortcomings both 
as regards my address and my manner of conducting the general 
business of this secti in. 

As the Presidential chair is occupied by one of the most illus¬ 
trious of mathematicians, it would be presumptuous for me to 
attempt to give an account of the recent progress of mathematics. 
I propose only to speak for a short time on that part of mathe¬ 
matics which has always been most attractive to myself—that is, 
pure geometry as apart irom algebra, but I shall confine myself 
to some considerations relating to the teaching of geometry in 
this country. Pure geometry seems to me to be of the greatest 
tducational value, and almost indispensable in many applica¬ 
tions ; but it has scarcely ever been introduced at Cambridge, 
the centre of mathematics and mathematical education in 
England. 

The number of geometrical methods now in use is astonish¬ 
ingly grrat. These differ, on the one hand, according to the 
nature of the result aimed at, but, on the other, according to the 
amount of algebra employed, and to the relation in which this 
algebra stands to the pure ** Anschauuttg" X use the word 
Anschauung because 1 know of no English equivalent ; the 
German word has the pLilosophic meaning rendered by intuition, 
and retain^ its original concrete meaning of looking at a thing, 
and might perhaps be translated : intuition by inspection. It is 
1 the inspection of figures which is of the greatest importance in 
geometry. It is hereby of little consequence whether the figures arc 
seen by the physical eye or only mentally ; because the conception 
of that space in which we perceive everything and without which 
we can perceive nothing, which therefore is, according to Kant, 
a form of our AnscAduung, Is built up in our mind thtough many 
generations in conformity with sensual impressions. 

It would be of intere-d, if time permitted, to follow up the 
gradual development and extension of geometry into the wider 
science of algebra, from the first introduction of the latter in the 
theory of proportion to the present state, where there exists 
really no essential difference between the two* where geometry is 
only one manifestation of algebra, but so complete a one that at 
least within its number of dimensions it again contains algebra. 

In some of the methods just referred to no algebra is used at 
all, whilst others may be distinguished according to the nature 
of the algebra used, whether equations containing one, two, 
three, or more variables are employed. In such a division, Von 
Sttudt's system, without a vestige of algebra, would occupy the 
one end, and the purely algebraical theory of invariants with 
geometrical interpretation the other. 

There is, however, not only a difference in the amount of 
_ algebra used, but, if possible, a greater one in the manner in 
which the symbols are interpreted. And it is here that algebra 
has apparently he greater power. One algebraical theorem, by 
being read in different ways, by giving ever different meanings 
. to the symbols, reveals a variety of geometrical and other theo¬ 
rems. We have in it the crystallised form, the very essence of 
the mathematical truth, but in the most abstract form conceiv¬ 
able, Now this most abstract form is the highest and the most 
perfect which mathematical truth as such can assume, and which 
it mist assume before a theory is really complete in the eyes of 
A pure mathematician. It is only in this shape that it is ready 
to be turned to account iri any direction where it may be needed. 

In thus placing algebra on the highest pinnacle, the reasons 
pdll be apparent wbfch will make many mathematicians, not to 
mention others, prefer the truths it reveals cast in a mould which 
frMtaects them with concrete things rather than with abstract 
notions, In fact, to be thoroughly at home in the highest 
theories of pure algebra requires some of the genius of men like 
Gayjey dad Sylvester who have founded, and to a great extent 


built up, modem algebra. But even they constantly make use ot 
geometry to assist them in their investigations, and no one could 
have expressed this more strongly than Prof. Sylvester himself 
in hU brilliant address delivered from this chair at the Exeter 
meeting of our Association, 

If this is so, surely every progress in the spread of the know¬ 
ledge of pure geometry should be welcomed and encouraged ; 
but in England pure geometry is almost unknown excepting in 
the elements as contained in Euclid and in the old-fashioned 
geomett ical conics. The modern methods of synthetic projec¬ 
tive geometry as developed on the Continent have never become 
generally known here. The few men who have thoroughly 
made themselves acquainted with them, and who have preferred 
purely geometrical reasoning, have not belonged to Cambridge, 
and have thus stood somewhat outside the national system of 
training mathematical teAchers. The late Prof. South intro¬ 
duced these methods at Oxford, and there was some expectation 
that he would have written, if he had been spared, a text-book 
which might have done much to introduce the subject more 
widely. His principal mathematical work lay, however, in 
another direction. 

The one English mathematician whose mathematical thought 
is purely geometrical is Dr. Hirst, a pupil of Stciaer, who in 
the position which he has just relinquished has been able to 
introduce, as the fir*t, modem geometrical methods into a regu¬ 
lar system of professional education, whilst showing at the same 
time by his original work what can be done with these methods. 

Other mathematicians who have studied these methods—-and 1 
believe there are many—have made use of them by translating 
the geometrical into algebraical reasoning. 

Towards the early possibility of such a translation much was 
done by the labours of the late Mr. Hpottiswoode, who years ago 
wrote the first connected treatise on the theory of determinants, 
and who up to the last few years employed some of his leisure 
hours in w orking out geometrical problems, the work consisting 
always of some beautiful piece of algebra. 

It is not often that our Section has to mourn in one year the 
loss of two such men as Smith and Spottiswoode. 

It is easy to see how the neglect complained of has come to 
pass. In England when mathematics, after having lain dormant 
for about a century, began to revive, the first necessity was to 
become acquainted with the enormous amount of work mean' 
while done on the Continent. This acquaintance was made 
through France, at that time nearly all the standard works being 
in the French language, which was at the same time the language 
bed known to English students. The subjects principally taken 
up were the calculus and its application to mechanics. And I 
believe I am not far wrong when I say that the wonderful 
writings of Lagrange, with their extraordinary analytical ele¬ 
gance, had the greatest influence. But in his works anything 
geometrical was studiously avoided. Lagrange prided himself 
that there was no figure in his 11 Mecanique analytique." 

The best analytical methods of the Continent were thus intro¬ 
duced inio England, rapidly assimilated and made the founda¬ 
tion of new theories, so that the mathematical activity ia this 
country Ls now at least as great a« it ever has been anywhere. 

Hut whilst analysis, algebra, and with it analytical geometry, 
made rapid progress, pare geometry was not equally fortunate. 
Here the bold which Euclid had long obtained, strengthened, no 
doubt, by Newton's example, prevented any change in the 
methods of teaching. 

Most of oil, perhaps, solid geometry has suffered, because 
Euclid's treatment of it is scanty, and it seems almost incredible 
that a great part of it—the mensuration of areas of simple curved 
surfaces and of volumes of simple solids—is not included in 
ordinary school teaching. The subject is, possibly, mentioned 
in arithmetic, where, under the name of mensuration, a number 
of rules are given. But the justification of these rules is not 
supplied, except to the student who reaches the application of 
the integral calculus; and what is almost worse is that the 
general relations of points lines and planes, in space, is scarcely 
touched upon, instead of being fully impressed on the student's 
mind. 

The methods for doing this have long been developed In the 
new geometry which originated in France with Monge. But 
the> e have never been thoroughly introduced. 

Works written in the German language naturally received even 
less attention. But it was in Germany; at the beginning of the 
second quarter of this century, that geometry received at the 
bands of several masters an impulse which put the subject on an 
entirely new footing. 
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1 may mention here especially four men of whom each Invented 
a new method and established a new system of geometry, Two 
of these, Mtibiu* and Pliicker, still use algebra, but in perfectly 
new and original manners, which, although very different from 
each other, have this in common, that in both we have not 
algebra interpreted geometrically, but rather geometry veiled in 
an algebraic garb. The geometrical meaning is never lost 
sight of. 

But perfectly independent of algebra was the great Steiner, 
the greatest geometrician since the times of Euclid, Appolonius, 
and Archimedes. In his celebrated ** Systematise Entwicke- 
lungen” he has laid the foundation of a pure geometry, on which 
a wonderful edifice lias since been raised. His treatment of the 
principle of duality, and his method of generating conics by 
projective, or homographic, rows of pencils which have been 
extended to curves of all degrees, have given to geometrical 
reasoning n generality never before dreamed of He is in one 
respect the opposite of Lagrange, hating and despising analysis 
as much as ever Lagrange didiked pure geometry. Steiner 
started from the geometry of the Greeks, Euclid's elements, and 
a few other metrical properties he takes for granted ; but then 
be-goes on with essentially modern methods of hi< own to 
investigate what arc now called projective properties of curves 
and surfaces. 

This metrical foundation Von Staudt changed. In his 
11 Geometric der Lage,” published fifteen years after Steiner’s 
‘'Entwickelungen,” he established a most remarkable and com¬ 
plete system, into which the notion of a magnitude does not 
enter at all. He shows that projective properties of figures, 
which have no relation whatsoever to measurements, can be 
established without any mention of them. He goes so far as 
even to give a geometrical definition of a number in its relation tn 
geometry as determining the position of a point, in his theory of 
what he calls ** Wurfe”: ana one of the most interesting parts 
of his work is the purely geometrical treatment of imaginary 
points, lines, and planes. 

In the hands of these men, and since their time, pure geo¬ 
metry has become a most important instrument for research, 
rivalling in power the mpre or less algebraical methods, and sur* 
passing them aU in the manner in which they raise before the 
mind’s eye a clear realisation of the forms and figures which are 
the object of the investigation. 

In close connection with these methods stand descriptive 
geometry and geometrical drawing, which teach how to represent 
figures on a plane or other surface. These have been treated as 
arts unknown at English universities and relegated to the 
drawing office. Instead of thU they ought to be an essential 
and integral part of the teaching of geometry in connection with 
the purely geometrical methods, 

* As far as the progress of science is concerned, this neglect of 
pure geometry in Euglaud has been of little consequence— per¬ 
haps it has rather been a gain. For science itnelf it is often an 
advantage that a centre of learning becomes one-sided, neglects 
many parts in order to concentrate all its energy on some parti- 
citiar points and make rapid progress in the directions in which 
these lie. At present, when mathematics flourishes ns never 
before, when almost every nation, however small, has its eminent 
mathematician, there are so many such centres that what is 
neglected at one place is pretty surely taken up and advanced at 
pother. But what may suffer if one side of a science is not 
cultivated in a country is the industry which would have gained 
by its application-. 

In considering the teaching of any mathematical or other 
scientific subject, we cannot at the present time neglect the 
wants of the ever-increasing class of men who require what has 
been called technical education. Among these the large number 
who want mathematics at all require geometry much more than 
algebra and analysis, and geometry as applied to drawing and 
mensuration. 

This want has been supplied by the numerous science classes 
spread over the country, with their head-quarters at the Science 
and Art Department at Smth Kensington, whose examinations— 
now, however, put in competition with those of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute, and others—have pretty much 
guided and rqjulated the teaching. A great deal of good has 
thus been done, but there is still much room for improvement* 
The teaching of geometry especially, as judged by the text-bookfi 
which have c une before me, is somewhat deplorable. And this 
is so, principally, because the spirit of Euclid and die methodn of 
the ancient Egyptians and Grebes, rather than the fundamentally 
different ideas and methods of modern geometry, still rule 


supreme ; though the latter have had their origin partly fa*, 
technical wants. 

In what is called geometrical drawing or practical geometry, 
for instance, there are first given a number of elementary con¬ 
structions—such as drawing parallels and perpendicular^ or 
bisecting the distance between two given points. They aye 
solved by aid of those instruments owy which Euclid knew-*- 
viz. the pair of compasses for drawing circles, and the Straight 
edge for drawing straight line*. But there is no draughtsman 
who would not, as a matter of course, use set squares for the 
former problem, and solve the latter by trial rather than by 
contraction. Then again ther<; come constructions like the 
division of the circumference of a circle into seven parts, which 
cannot be solved accurately, but which is very easily solved by 
trial. Instead of that, a construction is given which takes much 
more time, and is by no means more accurate. For, after all, 
our lines drawn on the paper are not without thickness, so that, 
for this reason alone, every part of the construction is affected by 
some small error; and it is abmrd to employ a construction, 
though theoretically true for ideal figures as conceived in oUr 
minct, in preference to a much simpler one which, within pur 
practical limits, is equally, or perhaps more, correct. 

Thi^ is very much like the manner in which I found problems 
on decimal fractions treated by the candidates for the Matricula¬ 
tion Examination at the London UniveiMty, and which reflected 
little credit on the manner in which the important subject of 
decimals is handled at our schools. It is so characteristic that I 
may be excused for giving it here. The problem, for instance, 
being to give the product of two decimal fmc ions, exact to, say, 
four decimal^, each of the factors having the same number of 
place-i. This was almost regularly performei a? follows. First, 
the decimals are converted into vulgar fractions, then these are 
duly multiplied, numerator by numerator, and denominator by 
denominator, and then the resulting fraction is again converted 
to r decimal, with as many places as it may yield, and, lastly, of 
these the first four are taken and pttt down, duly marked Answer. 
Or a candidate, standing however on a far higher level, multi¬ 
plies both decimals out in the proper fashion, but to eight places, 
and cuts off four places at the end. No wonder thst the public 
at large will hear nothing of the decimal system of weights and 
measures if the very essence of the decimal system of numbet s ii 
s i little understood by the men who have to train the minds of 
the young generation! 

I need warcely say that I do not mean to blatne the Scienctf 
and Art Department, far less the teachers who have simply to 
follow suit. They act up to their light, and canhot be expected 
to introduce methods which are practically unknown at Ceifa 
bridge, and of which the only good text-books are in foreign, 
languages— books which are probably not at all suitable for 
introduction into our schools without considerable change, 

It i< satisfactory to learn that an association has recently been 
formed under the presidency of Prof. Huxley * 4 to effect the 
general advancement of the profession of science and art teaching 
by securing improvements in the schemes of study, and the estab¬ 
lishment of satisfactory relations between teachers and the Science 
and Art 1 lepartmerit, the City and Guilds of London Institute, 
and other public authorities/’ 

The good wishes of all who have the cause of sound education 
at heart must go with such an undertaking, one of the principal 
aims of which seems to lie to save teaching from being arty 
longer enslaved by examinations, and to promote greater accord 
between the teacher and the examiner. It is to he hoped that 
this association will consider geometry as one of the subjects 
included under the designation of science. 

It is by the neglect of pure geometry and its applications to 
geometrical drawing that Cambridge has lost, or rather has never 
had, contact with the practical needs of the nation, Alt 
marvels of modem engineering have sprung into existence with¬ 
out its help. The great engineers have had to depend to a 
degree, now unheard of, upon costly experiments, until they 
themselves gradually discovered mathematical methods adapted 
to their purposes, t , 

Only the electrical engineer found ready to hU bands a com¬ 
plete theory of which the mathematical part has been to a vqifc' 
great extent developed at Cambridge, or by men wbohavi ^ 
their mathematical training there. This theory U, however,’ In 
its very nature less geometrical* One at least of the great * 4 n 
to whom the present theory of electricity is due, the labs Cterit 
Maxwell, had the keenest appreciation of the value of m6d«m 
geometiy. I remember a characteristic letter of fcw being tend 
to the Council of the London Mathematical Society, Ifi ydiiefe. 
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the writer, forgetting the subject of his letter, burst out into an 
enthusiastic praise of a German textbook, the M Geometric der 
Lag*/’ by Reye, through which Maxwell, evidently for the first 
time, got any idea of this subject. 

The engineer will always prefer geometrical methods to 
analysis, and has invented for himself a great variety of them. 
Originally these arc disjointed, being invented for special pur¬ 
poses. ft is the business of the mathematician afterwards to 
connect, simplify, and extend them, as has been done to a great 
extent by Cmmann in ZUricb, or by Cremona at the Polytechnic 
School at Rome. 

Of these methods a few may be mentioned. First of all the 

^ teal determination of stresses in certain girders invented 
iy mathematicians and by engineers. Its application is so 
simple that no engineer will ever me any other method if once 
he kn ows this one. It is so well adapted to its purpose, that I 
venture to say that a simpler method is impossible, being fully 
aware how dangerous such a statement is. Nay, if I were asked 
to give the formulae to obtain the stresses by calculation, I should 
write these down from a sketch of the diagram, this being the 
simplest way of obtaining them. 

Another problem which recurs again and again is the deter¬ 
mination of the area of a figure representing perhaps a plot of 
land or the section of a beam. Here also the advantage is 
altogether on the suje of the graphical method, 

It is unnecessary to multiply these examples. But to make 
full use of graphical methods the draughtsman ought to hayp a 
thoroughly geometrical education. For instance, the real nature 
of the reciprocal diagrams already mentioned is only understood 
by aid of a peculiar reciprocal relation between points and planes 
in space closely connected with the theory of the linear complex, 
as has been show n by Cremona. 

I have mentioned already the “Analytical Mechanics'* of 
Lagrange, which is without any trace of geometry, although 
there is scarcely a branch of applied mathematics which is in its 
very nature more geometrical. In fact one f>art of it, now sepa¬ 
rated as kinematics, treats solely of changes in p > sit ion and shape 
Of geometrical quantities, and differs from pure geometry only in 
this, that tire changes are considered as referring not to space 
alone, but also to tune. 

What mechanics gains by introducing geometry to the full 
will be apparent to all who have become acquainted with modern 
Continental text-books on the subject. 

Let us compare the analytical with the geometrical reduction 
of a system of forces acting on a rigid body, or, to use Clifford's 
nomenclature, the reduction of a system of rotor?, which may 
represent either forces or rotations, or any other quantities which 
have certain fundamental properties in common with those, so 
that they may be represented by rotors. In the analytical process 
the system is reduced to a rotor and a vector, that is a resultant 
force and a couple. In the geometrical treatment we sec that 
this is only one way of reducing the rotors to two, viz. the one 
which is best fitted to be treated by analysis. But there is a 
multitude of other reductions. These all appear as of equal 
importance in the geometrical method. Furthermore, this 
method shows us In the simplest way possible how all the lme 
pairs which may be the lines of action of two resultant rotors, 
although there arc infinities of infinities of Mich pairs, are 
Jiiranged in space, so that one gets a clear picture of all these 
reductions in one's mind. 

Again, compare Mobius's geometrical investigation of the rays 
of light passing through a system of lenses with that of Gauss, 
whose very name suggests simplicity and elegance. The cele¬ 
brated “ cardinal points " appear in Gauss's original paper as 
the result of a somewhat long though certainly elegant analysis, 
whilst by Mobltts they are the natural outcome of his geometry, 
so that any student once started on this method is bound to 
come across these points, or rather across pairs of paints 
of which the cardinal points of Gauss are only one special 
case. Ihe whole is, fa fact, Contained in the following easily 
proited proposition t The rays of light starting from a point in 
the aads of the system before entering the first lens, and after 
leaving the last, form two homographic pencils in perspective 
poution. 

This is only One small .part of the advantage which optics can 
dttijeftotn geometry. 

That the old-established mode of teaching the elements of 
ttetry baaed ott Euclid requires a thorough and fundamental 
u ^ n been often acknowledged* among other#, at Exeter 
pti* by two of the most eminent mathematicians who 
Mfe occupted this chair, and besides by the many teachers who 


constitute the Association for the Improvement of Geometrical 
Teaching, which itself grew out of the action of our Section. I 
know, therefore, of no opportunity better suited to review the 
progress made in this direction than the present one, as the sub¬ 
ject has on several occasions occupied the attention of our Sec¬ 
tion. Nevertheless I have hesitated on entering on this some¬ 
what delicate question, because I fear that 1 have little to offer 
but criticism, which might seem hostile to the association just 
named. But I hope that the many earnest workers who have 
devoted much time and thought to the drawing up of syllabuses 
on different parts of our subject will excuse the remarks of one 
who has himself tried his hand at the same work, and who 
therefore inay be supposed somewhat to know the difficulties 
tlmt have to be overcome. 

When the syllabus on the elements of plane geometry ap¬ 
peared, I resolved to give it a thorough trial, and took the l>est 
means in my power to form an opinion on its merits by intro¬ 
ducing it into one of my classes. The fact that it did not quite 
satisfy me, and that I gave up its use again, docs not of course 
prove that it fail# also Tor use in schools, for which it was origin¬ 
ally intended. 

Let me add that the more I have become acquainted with the 
difficulty of the whole subject the greater hats become my ad- 
miratiou for Euclid's book, whilst my conviction of its unfitness 
as a school book has equally gained in strength. 

In considering the merits of Euclid as a text-book it is desir¬ 
able to distinguish clearly between the general educational value 
of its teaching and the gain of geometrical knowledge. It is 
with the latter chiedy that I am concerned, whilst it is of course 
through the former that Euclid has got so firm a hold at all 
schools ; and to the great majority of hoys this Is undoubtedly 
of most importance, and no reform would have the slightest 
chance of becoming generally introduced which neglects this. 
But improvement in both directions m iy well go together, and 
the logical reasoning employed in Euclid would gain to many 
boys much, both in clearness and interest, if the subject-matter 
reasoned about became in itself better understood. 

Probably a great deal could be done by introducing some of 
tlie elements of logic into the teaching of language. I have 
been assured by au eminent scholar that the laws of forming a 
sentence—the fact that a sentence iu its simplest form consists of 
subject, object, and copula—was not explained in English school#. 
If this grammatical part of logic were properly treated of in 
conned ion with language, and if at the same time acquaintance 
with geometrical objects, particularly through the medium of 
geometrical drawing and the many methods u ed iu the Kinder- 
Gartcns, were more secured, then a systematic course of geo¬ 
metry would become both easier and more useful. 

Much indeed may be done by introducing simple geometrical 
teaching into the nursery, and into the earliest instruction of 
children, following the example of the Kiuder-Gartens, and it is 
pleasing to see that the latter are rapidly gaining ground in 
England. It is true that these schools may still be improved. 
Iu geometry they seem to, and perhaps at present are bound to, 
work mostly tow ards Euclid, But many able men and women 
are actively engaged in perfecting them, and it ri of interest to 
know that Clifford had it in his mind to write a geometry for the 
nursery and the Kinder-Garten. 

In a curious contrast to the mode of leaching geometty stands 
that of teaching algebra. In the first everything is sacrificed to 
logic. Axioms and definitions without end are given, though to 
the beginner a more rapid dive into the subject would be muds 
more suitable. In algebra, 0I * the other band, the boy is at 
once plunged into the midst of it. No axiom is mentioned, A 
number of rules are stated, and the schoolboy is made to practise 
them mechanically until he can perform, and that often with 
considerable skill, a number of m complicated calculations— 
but calculations Which are often of very little use for atfual appli¬ 
cations. Simplifications of equations follow in senseless mono¬ 
tony, until the poor fellow really thinks that solving a simple 
equation does not mean the finding of a certain number which 
satisfies the equation, but the going mechanically through a 
certain regular process which at the end yields some number. 
The connection of that number with the original equation re* 
mains to his mind somewhat doubtful. Then there are processes, 
like the finding of the G.C.M,, which most of the hoys never have 
any opportunity of using, excepting, perhaps, in the examination 
room, A more rational treatment of the subject, introducing 
from the beginning reasoning rather than calculation, and apply* 
tog the mums Obtained to various problems taken from all parts 
of science as well as from everyday life, would be more interestin 
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to the student, give him really useful knowledge, end would bfc 
at the same time of true educational value. 

The chief progress in geometrical teaching has to be sought in 
the Introduction of modern ideas and methods into the very 
elements, and modem teaching ought to take full account of 
this. 

In favour of this view 1 might bring forward the opinions of 
many teachers and mathematicians from England as well as 
from abroad, bvu I will confine myself to one quotation, Prof. 
Sylvester gives his opinion thus 44 1 should rejoice to see 
mathematics taught with that life and animation which thjb 
presence and example of her young find buoyant sUter (viz. 
natural and experimental science) c >uld not fail to impart, short 
roads preferred to long ones, Euclid honourably shelved or 
buried ‘deeper than did ever plummet sound’ out of the 
schoolboy’s reach, morphology introduced into the elements of 
algebra—projection, correlation, motion accepted as aids to geo¬ 
metry—the mind of the student quickened and elevated and his 
faiih awakened by early initiation into the ruling ideas of polarity, 
continuity, infinity, and familiarisation with the doctrine of the 
imaginary and inconceivable. It is this living interest in the 
subject which is so wanting in our traditional and mediaeval 
modes of teaching.” 

If from this point of view we now look towards the work of 
the Association for the Improvement of Geometrical Teaching, 
the result is not as satKfactory as might have been wished. 
There is very little of the influence of modern ideas to be found 
in the different syllabuses which have been published. Even in 
the one headed “Modern Geometry*’ there is nothing of the 
genius of modem thought. The subject-matter is partly taken 
from modern geometry, but for modern methods one looks in 
vain. In the geometrical conics, too, one would like to ^ee 
Steiner's generation of conics, but of these there is no trace. 

Nevertheless it is satisfactory to fee that the use of the syl¬ 
labus on plane geometry has spread pietty widely, and it is to be 
hoped that it will continue to do so, A thorough reform in the 
direction indicated will be a difficult task, and it will perhaps be 
a long time before it is possible. At present it has not even 
been settled which series of axioms will ultimately be adopted. 
Of the various systems which have been proposed since the in¬ 
vestigations of Kiemann and Helmholtz, I may mention here 
Clifford’s suggestion to replace Euclid’s axiom about parallels by 
the new one, which maintains that in a plane similar figures 
exist, or, more completely, that at any part in a plane a figure is 
possible which is similar to any given figure in that plane. This 
axiom is somewhat startling as. long as we have the usual theory 
of similar figures in our mind. But the notion of similar figures 
is truly axiomatic, and it has* lately become my conviction that 
this axiom may be extremely fruitful, and the working out of a 
syllabus of plane geometry based on it would be very desirable. 

Possibly many such attempts have stilt to be made before a 
new Euclid finds the materials sufficiently prepared for him to 
raise the hoped-for edifice. 

SECTION B 

CH KM I CAL SCIENCE 

Opening Address by J. II. Gladstone, Ph.D., E.R.S., 
V.P.C.S., President of the Section. 

A sectional address usually consists either of a review of the 
work done in the particular science during the past year, or of 
an exposition of some branch of that science to which the speaker 
has given more especial attention. I propose to follow the latter 
of these practices, and shall ask the indulgence of my brother 
chemists while I endeavour to place before them some thoughts 
on the subject of Element-!. 

Though theoretical and practical chemistry are now inter¬ 
twined, with manifest advantage to each, they appear to have 
been f«r apart in their origin. Practical chemistry arose from 
the arts of life, the knowledge empirically and laboriously ac¬ 
quired by the miner and metallurgist, the potter and the glass- 
worker, the cook and the perfumer. Theoretical chemistry 
derived its origin from cosmogony. In the childhood of the 
human race the question was eagerly put, “By what process 
were all things made ? " and some of the answers given started 
the doctrine of elements. The earliest documentary evidence of 
the idea is probably contained in the Shoo King, the most 
esteemed of the Chinese classics for its antiqoity. It is an 
historical work, and comprises a document of still more vener¬ 
able age, called 41 The Great Plan, with it* Nine Divisions,'* 
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which purports to have been given by Heaven to the Great Yu, 
to teacn him bis royal duty ana “ the proper virtues of the various 
relations/* Of course there are wide differences of opinion aa to 
its date, but we can scarcely be wrong in considering it as older 
than Solomon's writings. The First Division of the Great Haa 
relates to the Five Element*. “The first is named Water; the 
second, Fire; the third, Wood; the fourth, Metal; the fifth. 
Earth. The nature of water is to soak and descend; of fire, to 
blaze and ascend ; of wood, to becrooked and to be straight; ot 
metal, to obey and to change ; while the virtue of the earth is 
seen in seed-sowing and ingathering. That which soaks and 
descends becomes salt; that which blazes and ascends becomes 
bitter; that which is crooked and straight becomes sour; that 
which obeys and changes becomes acrid ; and from seed sowing 
and ingathering comes sweetness/’ 1 

A similar idea of five elements was olso common among the 
Indian rac< s, and is stated by Professor Kodwell to have been in 
existence befofo the fifteenth century b.c., but, though the num¬ 
ber is the tame, the elements themselves are not identical with 
those of the ancient Chinese classic; thus, in the Institutes of 
Menu, the “ subtle ether ” is spoken of as being the first created, 
from which, by transmutation, springs air, whence, by the 
operation of a change, rises light or fire ; from this comes water, 
and from water is deposited earth. These five are curiously 
correlated with the five senses, and it is very evident that they 
are not looked upon as five independent material existences, but 
as derived from one another. This philosophy was accepted 
alike by Hindoos and Buddhists. It was largely extended over 
Asia, and found its way into Europe, It is best known to us in 
the writings of the Greeks. Among these people, however, the 
elements were reduced to four—fire, air, earth, and water— 
though Aristotle endeavoured to restore the 41 blue ether” to its 
position as the mo^t subtle anti divine of them all. It is true that 
the fifth element, or “nuinta essentia,” was frequently spoken of 
by the early chemists tnough the idea attaching to it was some¬ 
what changed, and the four elements continued to retain their 
place in popular apprehension, and still retain it even among 
many of the scholars who take degrees at our universities. The 
claim of wood to be considered an element seems never to have 
been reco /nised in the West, unless, indeed, we are to seek this 
origin for the choice of the wrrd t<$ tonify that original 
chaotic material out of which, according to Plato and his school, 
oil things were created. 2 The idea also of a primal element, 
from which the others, and everything else, were originated, was 
common in Greece, the difficulty being to decide which of the 
four had the greatest claim to this honour. Thales, as is well 
known, in the sixth century b.c. affirmed that water was the first 
principle of things ; but Anaxameneh afterwards looked upon air, 
Heraclytus upon fire, and Theracleides on earth, as the primal 
element. This notion of element*, however, was essentially 
distinct from our own. It was always associated with the idea 
of the genesis of matter rather than with its ultimate analysis, 
and the idea of simple ns contracted with compound bodies 
prooably never entered into the thoughts of the contending 
philosophers. 

The modern idea appears to have had a totally different origin, 
and we must again travel back to China. There, also in the 
sixth century u.c., the great philosopher Lao-tse was meditating 
on the mysteries of the world and the souV and his disciples 
founded tie religion of Taou, They were materialists; never¬ 
theless they believed in a “ finer essence/* or spirit, that rise** 
from matter, and may become a star ; thus they held that tie 
souls of the five elements, water, metal, fire, wood, and earth, 
arose and became the five planets. These speculations naturally 
led to a search after the sublimated essences of things, and the 
means by which this immortality might be secured. It seems 
that at the time of Tsin-she-hwang, the builder of the Great 
Wall, about two centuries before Christ, many romantic storjes 
were current of immortal men inhabiting islands in the Pacific 
Ocean. It \vas supposed that in these magical islands was found 
the 4 * herb of immortality*' growing, and that it gave tlwto 


* Quoted from the translation try the Rev. Hr. Legge. In th«i,nto*t 
obscure classic, the “ Vi*King," fire and water, wind and thunder, the ocean 
and the maintains, appear to be recognised as the elegwAts. 

0 Students of the Apocrypha will remember the expression m the Bosk of 
Wisdom, * 1 . 17, 1 ti mtmtUimpdt cow no! KThroo* rdr nlnpw 4 $ 
* C Thy Almighty hand, that made tho world of matter 
without form'). The same book contains two alkidoii* to the ordinary 
elements, vil. ty, and xix. 18 to to, The word In the 

New Testament only in a genes*! sense (1 Pet. Ui. rfoVordn ft* * 
popular meaning of the first steps in knowledge. 
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exemption from the Jot of common mortals. The emperor 
determined to go in search of these islands, but some untoward 
event always prevented him. 1 

Some two or three centuries after this a TaouUt, named 
Weipahyang, wrote a remarkable book called “The Uniting 
Bona,” It contains a great deal about the changes of the 
heavenly bodies, and the mutual relation of heaven and men ; 
and then the author proceeds to explain some transformations of 
silver and water. About elixir he tells u*, “ What is white when 
first obtained becomes red after manipulation on being formed 
into the elixir” (“un/' meaning red or elixir). “That sub¬ 
stance, an inch in diameter, consists of the black and the white, 
that is, water and metal combined. It is older than heaven and 
earth. It is most honourable and excellent. Around it, like a 
wall, are the sides of the cauldron. It U closed up and sealed 
on every side, and carefully watched. The thoughts must be 
undisturbed, and the temper calm, and the hour of its perfection 
anxiously waited for. The false chemist passes through various 
operations in vain. He who is enlightened expels his evil 
passions, is delighted morning and nifjht, forgets fame and 
wealth, comprehends the true objects of life, and gains super¬ 
natural powers. He cannot then be scorched by fire, nor 
drowned in water, &c., &c. . . . The cauldron is round like the 
full moon, and the stove beneath is shaped like the half-moon. 
The lead ore is symbolised by the White Tiger; and it, like 
metal amongst the elements, belongs to the West. Mercury 
resembles the sun, and forms itself into sparkling globes ; it is 
symbolized by the Blue Dragon belonging to the East, and it is 
assigned to the element wood. Gold is imperishable. Fire does 
not injure its lustre. Tike the sun and moon, it is unaffected by 
time. Therefore the elixir is called 4 the Golden Elixir.’ Life 
can be lengthened by eating the herb called Hu ma ; how much 
more by taking the elixir, which is the essence of gold, the most 
imperishable of all things ! 1 he influence of the elixir, when 

partaken of, will extend to the four limbs; the countenance will 
become joyful; white hair will be turned black ; new teeth will 
grow in the place of old ones and age at once become youth. 

. . . l ead ore and mercury are the lwses of the process by which 
the elixir is prepared ; they are the hinge upon which the prin¬ 
ciples of light and darkness revolve,” 

Thi&description suggests the idea that the elixir of the Taoiiists 
was the red sulphide of mercury—vermilion—for the preparation 
of which the Chinese are still famous. That Weipahyang 
believed in his own philosophy is testifier] by a writer named 
Ko-hung, who, about a century afterwards, wrote the lives of 
celebrated Taouists. He tells how the philosopher, after pre¬ 
paring the elixir, took it, with his disciules, into a wood, and 
gave it first lo his dog, then took it him-elf, and was followed by 
one of his pupils, They nil three died, but, it appears, rose to 
life again, and to immortality. This brilliant example did not 
remain without imitators; indeed, two emperors of the Tang 
family are said to have died from partaking of the elixir. This 
circumstance diminished its popularity, and alchemy ceased to be 
practised in the Celestial Empire, 

At the beginning of the seventh century the doctrine of Lao-tse 
was in great favour at the Chinese Court; learning was en¬ 
couraged, and there was much enterprise. At the same time the 
disciples of Mohammed carried their arms and his doctrines over a 
large portion of Asia, ami even to the Flowery Tand, Through¬ 
out the eighth century there were frequent embassies between 
eastern and western Asia, wars with the Caliphs, and even a 
matrimonial alliance. We need not wonder, therefore, that the 
teachings of the Taouist alchemist* penetrated westward to the 
Arabian philosophers. It was at this period that Yeber-Al>ou- 
Moussah-Djaferal-Softf, commonly called Geber, a Sabcean of 
great knowledge, started what to the West was a new philosophy 
about the transmutation of metals, the Philosopher’s Stone, and 
the Elixir of Life; and this teaching was couched in highly 
poetic language, mixed with astrology and accompanied by 
religious directions and rites. He held that all metals were 
composed of mercury, sulphur, and arsenic, in various propor¬ 
tions, and that the nobleat metal could be procured only by a 
very lengthy purification.. It was in the salts of gold and silver 
that he locked for the Universal Medicine, Geber himself was 
an experimental ^philosopher, and the belief in transmutation 
lod to the acquirement of a considerable amount of chemical 
knowledge amongst the alchemists of Arabia and Europe. This 

lbe to thUTfcmdW skshamy are derived 

wm tke writing* of the Hex. Joseph £4 kins, ofPekin, nod the matter is 
gwmd in greater detail in aftabicle on the “fcirrit of Alchemy, 0 in the 
“ AtgouauV* voi. iu. p. x. 


gradually brought about a conviction that the three reputed 
elementary bodies, mercury, sulphur, and salt or acid, were not 
really the originators of all things. There was a transition 
period, during which the notion was itself suffering a transmu¬ 
tation. The idea became gradually clearer that all material 
bodies vrere made up of certain constituents, which could not be 
decomposed any further, and which, therefore, should be con¬ 
sidered as elementary. The introduction of quantitative methods 
compelled the overthrow of mediaeval chemistry, and led to the 
placing of the conception of simple and compound bodies upon- 
the foundation of scientific fact. Lavoisier, perhaps deserves 
the greater credit in this matter, while the labours of the other 
great chemists of the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth 
centuries were in a great measure directed to the analysis of every 
conceivable material, whether solid, liquid, or gaseous. These 
have resulted in the table of so-called elements, now nearly 
seventy in number, to which fresh additions are constantly being 
made. 

Of this ever-grownng list of elements not one has been resolved 
into simpler bodies for three-quarters of a century; and we, who 
arc removed by two or three gcneritions from the great builders 
of our science, arc tempted to look upon these bodies as though 
they were really simple forms of matter, not only unresolved^ 
but unref-olvable. The notation we employ favours this view and 
stamps it upon our minds. 

Is it, however, a fact that these reputed elements are really 
simple bodies ? or, indeed, are they widety different in the nature 
of their constitution from those bodies which we know to be 
chemical compounds ? Thu*, to take a particular instance, are 
fluorine, chlorine, bromine, and iodine essentially distinct in their 
nature from the compound halogens, cyanogen, sulpbocyanogen, 
ferricyanogen, &c. ? Are the metals lithium, sodium, and po¬ 
tassium essentially distinct from such alkaline liases as ammonium, 
ethylamine, di-ethylamine, &c. ? No philosophical chemist would 
probably venture to answer this question categorically with either 
“yes” or “no.” Let us endeavour to approach it from three 
different points of attack—(1) the evidence of the spectroscope, 
(2) certain peculiarities of the atomic weights and (3) specific 
refraction, 

I. 7 he Spectroscope .—It w as at first hoped that the spectroscope 
might throw much light upon the nature of elements, and might 
reveal a common constituent in two or more of them ; thus, for 
instance, it was conceivable that the spectrum line of bromine or 
iodine vapour might consist of the rays given by chlorine plus 
some others. All expectations of thT have hitherto been disap¬ 
pointed ; yet, of the other, hand, it must not be supposed that 
such a result disproves the compound nature of elements, for as 
investigation proceeds it becomes more and more clear that the 
spectrum of a compound is not made up of the spectra of its 
component parts. 

Again, the multiplicity of rays given out by some elements, 
when heated, in a gaseous condition, <- U ch as iron, has been 
supposed to indicate a more complex constitution than in the case 
of those metals, such as mnqnesinm. which ‘dvr* a more simple 
spectrum. Yet it is perfectly conceivable that this may be due 
to a complexity of arrangement of atoms all of the same kind. 

Again,* we have changes of a spectrum at different temperatures ; 
new rays appear, others disappear ; or even there occurs the very 
remarkable change from a fluted spectrum to one of sharp lines 
at irregular intervals, or to certain recurring groups of lines. 
Thi*, in nil probability, does arise from some redistribution, but 
it may be a redistribution in a molecular groui ing of atoms of 
the same kind, and not a dissociation or rearrangement of dis¬ 
similar atoms. 

A stronger argument has been derived from the revelations of 
the spectroscope in regard to the luminous atmospheres of the 
sun. There we can watch the effect of heat enormously tran¬ 
scending that of our hottest furnace*, and of movements com¬ 
pared with which our hurricanes and whirlwinds are the gentle?t 
of zephyrs. Mr Lockyer, in studying the prismatic spectra of 
the luminous prominence* or spots of the sun, has frequently 
observed that on certain days certain lines, say of the iron 
spectrum are non-existent and on other days certain other lines 
disappear, and that in almost endless variety ; and he has also 
remarked that occasionally certain lines of the iron spectrum will 
be crooked or displaced, thus showing the vapour to be in very 
rapid motion* while other* are straight, and therefore compara¬ 
tively at rest. Now, as a gas cannot be both At rest and in motion 
at the same time and the sdme place, it seems very clear that the 
two sets of Kites must originate in two distinct layers of atmo¬ 
sphere, one above the otto 1 , and Mr. Lockyer’i conclusion is 
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that the iron molecule war dissociated by heat, aid that its 
different constitnenis, on account of their different volatility, or 
some other cau>e, had floated away from one another. This 
seems to me the easiest explanation of the phenomenon; and, 
as dissociation by heat is a vpry common occurrence, there i« no 
a priori improbability about it. But we are not shut up to it, 
for the different layers of atmosphere are certainly at different 
temperatures, and most probably of different composition. If 
they are of different temperatures, the variations of the spectrum 
may only be an extreme case of what must be acknowledged by 
every one more or less—that bodies emit, or cease to emit, 
different rays as their temperature increases, and notably when 
they pass from the liquid to the gaseous condition. And again, 
if the composition of the two layers of atmosphere be different, 
we have lately learnt how profoundly the admixture of a foreign 
frubstancc will sometimes modify a luminous spectrum, 

2. Peculiarities of Atomic Witghts .—At the meeting of this 
Association at Ipswich, in 1851, M. Dumas showed that in 
several cases analogous elements form groups of three, the 
middle one of which has an atomic weight intermediate between 
those of the fir>t and third, apd that many of its physical and 
chemical properties are intermediate also. During the discussion 
■upon bis paper, and subsequently, 1 ai tent ion was drawn to the 
fact that this is not confined to groups of three, but that there exbt 
many series of analogous elements having atomic weights w hich 
differ by certain increments, and that these increments are in 
most case^. multiples of 8. Thus we have lithium, 7 ; sodium, 
23, U. 7 + 16; potassium, 39, i.e. 7 + (16 x 2); and the 
more recently discovered rubidium, 85, i.e. 7 4- (16 x 5) nearly; 
and caesium, 133, i.e. 7 + (16 x 8) nearly. This is closely 
analogous to what we find in organic chemistry, where there ore 
j-eries of amtlogous bodies playing the part of nictob, such as 
hydrogen, methyl, ethyl, &t\, differing by an increment which 
has the atomic weight 14, and which we know to he CH fi . 
Again, there are elements with atomic weights neatly the same 
or nearly multiples of one another, instances of which are to be 
found in the great platinum group and the great cerium group. 3 
This suggests the analogy of isomeric and polymeric bodies. 
There is also this remarkable circumstance : the various members 
of such a group as either of those just mentioned are found to¬ 
gether at certain spots on the surface of the globe, and ficarcely 
anyv\here else. The chemist may lie reminded of how in the 
dry distillation of some organic body he has obtained a mixture 
of polymerised hydrocarbons, and may perhaps be excused If he 
speculates whether m the process of formation of the platinum or 
the cerium group, however and whenever it took place, the 
different elements had been made from one another and im¬ 
perfectly polymerised. 

But this is not the largest generalisation in regard to the 
peculiarities of these atomic weights. Newlands showed that, 
by arranging the numbers in their order, the octaves presented 
remarkable similarities, and, on the same principle, Mcndelceff 
constructed his well-known table. I may remind you that in j 
this table the atomic weights are arranged in horizontal and 
vertical series, those in the vertical series differing from one 
another, as a rule, by the before-mentioned multiples of 8— 
namely 16, 16, 24, 24, 24, 24, 32, 32—the elements being 
generally analogous in their atomicity and in other chemical 
characters. Attached to the elements are figures, representing 
various physical properties, and these in the horizontal series 
appear as periodic functions of the atomic weights. The table 
is incomplete, especially in its lower portions, but, with all its 
imperfections and irregularities, there can be no doubt that it 
expresses a great truth of nature. Now, if we were to inter¬ 
polate the compound bodies which act like elements—methyl, 
15; ammonium, 18 ; cyanogen, 26—into Mendel^cfTs table, 
they would he utterly out of place, and would upset the older 
both of chemical analogy and of the periodicity of the physical 
properties. 

3. Specific Refraction. —The specific refraction has been de¬ 
termined for a large majority of the elements, and is a very 
fundamental property, which belongs to them apparently in ail 
their combinations, so long at least os the atomicity 8 is un¬ 
changed, IT the figures representing this property he inserted 
into MendeJeeft's table, we find that in the vertical columns the 

* “Phil. Mag * May, 1853. 

a Another curious instance is the occurrence of nickel and cobalt in all 
meteoric irons, with occasionally chromium or manganese, the atomic 
weights and other properties of which are very similar. 

3 This exception includes not merely such changes os that from a ferrous 
to a ferric salt, but the different ways in which the carbon is combined in 
*uch bodies a* ethane, bearsrw, and pyrene, 


figures almost invariably decrease as the atomic weight* increase. 
If, however, we look along the horizontal columns, or better still 
if we plot the figures in the table by which Lothair Meyer has 
shown graphically that the molecular volume is a periodic function 
of the atomic weights, we shall see that they arrange themselves 
in a series of curves similar to hut not at oil coincident with 
The observations are not so complete or accurate as those Of the 
molecular volumes, but they seem sufficient to establish the fact, 
while the points of the curves would appear to be, not the alka- 
line metals, as in Meyer's diagram, but hydrogen, phosphorus 
and sulphur, titanium and vanadium, selenium, antimony. Now, 
if we were to insert the specific refractions of cyanogen, ammo¬ 
nium, and methyl into this table, we should again snow that it 
was an intrusion of strangers not in harmony with the family of 
elements. 

But there is another argument to he derived from the action of 
light. 'I he refraction equivalent of a compound body is the sum 
of the refraction equivalents of its compounds ; and, if there is 
anything known for certain in the whole subject, it is that the 
refraction equivalent of an organic compound advances by the 
same quantity {7 6) for every increment of Ctr s . If, therefore, 
the increment between the different members of a group of 
analogous elements, such as the alkaline metals, he of the same 
character, wc may expect to find that there is a regular increase 
of the refraction equivalent for each addition of 16. But this is 
utterly at variance with fact: tbu«, in the instance above quoted, 
the refraction equivalent of liihium being 3*8, that of sodium is 
4 8, of potassium 8*1, of rubidium 14*0, and of crerium about 
137. Neither does the law obtain in those series in which the 
increment is not a multiple of 8, as in the case of the halogens, 
where the increment of atomic weight is 45, and the refraction 
equivalents are chlorine 9 9, bromine 15*3, and iodine 24*5. 

The refraction equivalents of isomeric bodies are generally 
identical, and the retraction equivalents of polymeric bodies are 
in proportion to their atomic weights. Among the groups of 
analogous elements of the same, or nearly the tame, atomic 
weight we do find certain analogies t thus cobalt and nickel one 
respectively lo 8 and 10*4, while iron and manganese are re¬ 
spectively 12*0 and 12*2. But, as far as observation has gone at 
present, w c have reason to conclude that, if metals stand to one 
another in the ratio of 2 : I in atomic weight, their refraction 
equivalents are much nearer together than that; while, on the 
other hand, the equivalent of sulphur, instead of being the double 
of that of oxygen, is at least five times as great. 

The general tendency of these arguments is evidently to show 
that the elementary radicals are essentially different from the 
compound radicals though their chemical functions are similar. 

There remains still the hypothesis that there U a "primordial 
element,” from which the others are derived by transmutation. 
With the sages of Asia it was the 41 blue ether,” with Thales 
water, with Dr, Front hydrogen. The earlier views have passed 
away, and the claims of hydrogen are bring fought out on the 
battle-field of atomic weights and their rigorous determination* 

There does not appear to beany argument which is fatal to the 
idea that two or more of our supposed elements may differ from 
one another rather in form than in substance, or even that the , 
whole seventy are only modifications of a prime element; but 
chemical analogies seem wanting, The closest analogy would 
be if we could prepare two allotropic conditions of some body, 
such as phosphorus or cyanogen, which should carry their allo¬ 
tropism into all their respective compounds, no compound of die 
one form being capable of change into a compound of the otto* 
Our present knowledge of allotropism, and of variations in 
atomicity, affords little, if any, promise of this* 

The remarkable relations between the atomic weights of the 
elements, and many peculiarities of their grouping, force upon 
us the conviction that they are not separate bodies created with¬ 
out reference to one another, but that they have been fashioned 
or built up from one another, according to some general phut* 
This plan we may hope gradually to understand hotter, but if we 
are ever to transform one of these, supposed elements into 
another, or to split up one of them into two or th*ee dissimilar 
forms of matter, it will probably be by the application of some 
method of analysis hitherto unknown. 

Nothing can be of greater promise than the discovery of new 
methods of research; hence I need make no apology to <rthart 
who have lately don* excellent work in chfemfttry If * 
the Bakerian Lecture of this year, by Mr. Crookes, oh "Radiant 
Matter Spectroscopy." It relates to the primwiff analysfe, nojC 
of the light transmitted or. absorbed in tw way by a \ 

solid or Squid, nor of that given but by ‘incandesced gw, bod She 
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MjUytik of the fluorescence that manifests itself in certain bodies 
when they are exposed to an electric discharge in a highly ex¬ 
hausted vacuum, He describes, in an interesting and even 
tt&using manner, his three years' quest after the origin of a 
certain citron band, which he observed in the spectrum of the 
fluorescence of many substances, till he was led into that won- 
derful labyrinth of uncertain elements which are found together 
in aoroantkUe, and eventually he proved the appearance to be 
due to yttrium. As the test is on extremely delicate one, he has 
obtained evidence of the very general dissemination of that 
element, in very minute quanrities^and not always very minute 
*—for the polypen that built up a certain pink coral were evidently 
able to separate the earth from the sea water, as their calcareous 
secretion contained about i per cent, of yttrium. We have 
reason to hope that this is only the first instalment of discoveries 
to be made by this new method of research. 

I cannot conclude without a reference to the brightening 
prospects of technical chemistry in this country. 1 do not allude 
to the progress of any particular industry, but to the increased 
facilities for the education of those engaged in the chemical 
manufactures. First as to the workpeople. Hitherto the young 
artisan has had little opi>ortunity of learning at school what 
would be of the greatest service to him in his after career. The 
traditions of the Middle Ages were all in favour of literary 
culture for the upper classes, and the education suited for these 
has been retained in our schools for the sons of the people. It 
is true that some knowledge of common things has Ittcn given in 
the hel schools, and the Education Department has lately 
encouraged the teaching of certain sciences in the upper stand¬ 
ards. In the Mundella Code, however, which came into opera¬ 
tion last year, “elementary science” may receive a grant in all 
the classes of a hoys' or girls' school, and in the sujgeated scheme 
there is mentioned simple lessons on “the chemical and physical 
principles involved in one of the chief industries of England, 
among which Agriculture may he reckoned," while 4 * Chemistry ” 
in inserted among “the specific subjects of instruction" that 
may be given to the older children. U is impossible, as yet, to 
form an estimate of the extent to which managers and teachers 
have availed themselves of this permission, for the examinations 
of Her Majedy’* inspectors under the new ode have only just 
commenced ; but one of the best of the Hoard Schools in London 
has just passed satisfactorily in chemistry, both with boys and 
girls. I trust that in those parts of the country where chemical 
industries prevail, chemistry may be largely taken up in oar 
elementary schools. 

The great deficiency in our present educational arrangements 
ia the want of the means of teaching a lad who has just left the 
common school the principle* of that industry by which he is to 
earn his livelihood. The more purely scientific chemistry, how¬ 
ever, may be learnt by him now in those evening classes which 
may be formed under the Education Department, as well as in 
those that have long been established under the Science and Art 
Deportment. The large amount of attention that is now being 
given to the subject of technical education is creating in our 
manufacturing centres many technical classes and colleges for 
students of older growth. 

As to inventora and the owners of our chemical factories, in 
addition tq the Chemical Society and the Chemical Institute, 
there has recently been founded the Society of Chemical Industry, 
It came into existence with much promise of success ; at the 
doc* of its second year it numbered 1400 members; it has now 
powerful sections in London, Manchester, Liverpool, Newcastle, 
and Birmingham ; audit diffuses information on technical subjects 
in* well-conducted monthly journal. 

May the abstract science and its useful applications ever prove 

S pAd to one another, and become more aud imre one chemistry 
the benefit of mankind. 


SECTION C 

GEOLOGY 

OtmtfG Address ey Professor W. C. Williamson, 
IX.D„ F.R.S., President of the Section. 

MpcH of the second decode of my life was sj>ent in the 
practical pursuit of geology in the field, and throughout most of 
that period 1 enjoyed almost dolly Intercourse with William 
Smith, the father of English Geology ; but in fitter years circum- 
0mdm restricted my studies to the P&leeontolcgicil side of the 
Hence t was anxious that .the council of the British 
Association should place in this choir some one more familiar 


than myself with the later developments of geographical geology. 
But my friend, Professor Bontiey, failing to recognise the force 
of my objections, intimated to me that I might render some 
service to the Association by placing before you a sketch of the 
present state of our knowledge of the vegetation of the Carboni¬ 
ferous Age. 

This being a subject respecting which I have formed some 
definite opinions, I am going to act upon the suggestion. To 
some this may savour of “shop-tal k. ** But sach is often the only 
talk which a man can indulge in intelligently, and to close his 
mouth on his special themes may compel him either to talk 
nonsense or to be silent. 

Whilst undertaking this task I am alive to the difficulties 
which surround it, especially those arising fro.n the wide differ¬ 
ences of opinion amongst palaeobotanisU on some fundamental 
points. On some of the most important of these there is a 
substantial agreement between the English and German palaeon¬ 
tologists, The dissentients are chiefly, though not entirely, to 
be found amongst thote of France, who have, in my humble 
opinion, been unduly influenced by what is in itself a noble 
motive—viz. a strong reverence for the views of their illustrious 
teacher, the late Adolphe Brougniart, Such a tendency speaks 
well for their hearts, though it may, in these days of rapid 
scientific progress seriously mislead their heads. 1 shall, how¬ 
ever, endeavour to nut before you faithfully the views entertained 
by my diatinguishea French friends M. Renault, M, Grand-Eury, 
and the Marquis of Saporta, giving, at the same time, what I 
deem to be good reasons for not agreeing with them. I lielieve 
that many of our disagreements arise from geological differences 
between the French Carboniferous strata and those in our own 
islands. There are some important types of Carboniferous 
plants that appear to be much better represented amongst usthau 
in France. Hence we have, I believe, more abundant material 
than the French palaeontologists possess for arriving at sou id 
conclusions respecting these plants. We have rich sources sup¬ 
plying specimens in which the internal organisation is preserved, 
in Eastern l^ancashire and Western Yorkshire, Arran, Burnt¬ 
island, and other scattered localities. France has equally rich 
localities at Autun and at St. Etienne. But some important 
difference exists between these localities. The French objects 
are preserved in an impracticable siliceous matrix, extremely 
troublesome to work, except in specimen^ of small size. Ours, 
on the other hand, are chiefly embedded in a calcareous material 
which, whilst it preserves the objects in an exquLite manner, 
does not prevent our dissecting examples of considerable magni* 
tude. But, besides this, we are much richer in huge Lepido* 
dendroid and SijiUarian trees, with their Stigmarian roots, than 
the French ate ; hence we have a vast mass of material illustrating 
the history of these types of vegetation, in which they seem to 
be seriously deficient. This fact alone appears to me sufficient 
to account for many of the wide differences of opinion that exist 
between us respecting these trees. My secoud difficulty springs 
out of the imperfect state of our knowledge of the subject. One 
prominent cause of this imperfection lies in the state in which 
our specimens are found. They are not only too frequently 
fragmentary, but most of those fragments only present the 
external forms of the objects, Now, mere external forms of 
fossil plants are somewhat like similarities of sound in the com¬ 
parative study of languages. They are too ofven unsafe guide*. 
On the other hand, microscopic internal organisations in the 
former subjects are like grammatical identities in the latter one. 
They indicate deep affinities that promise to guide the student 
safely to philosophical conclusions. But the common state in 
which our fossil plants are preserved presents a source of error 
that is positive as well as negative. Most of those from our coal- 
measures consist of inorganic shale, sandstone, or ironstone, 
invested by a very thin layer of structureless coal. The surface 
of the inorganic substance is moulded into some special form 
dependent upon structural peculiarities of the living plants, 
which structures were romcrimes external, sometimes internal, 
and sometimes intermediate ones. Upon this inorganic cast we 
find the thin film of structureless coal, which, though of organic 
origin, is practically os inorganic as the clay or sandstone which 
it invests; but Its surface displays specific sculpturing* Which 
are apt to be regarded** always representing the outermost 
surface of the plant when living, whereas this is not always the 
case. That the coaly film is a relic <4 the carbonaceous 
substance of the living plant is unquestionable; but the thinnest 
of these films ore often the sole remaining representatives of 
structures that m tut originally been have many inches, and in some 
Instances even many feet, in thickness. In such coses most of 
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the organic material has been dissipitated, and what Little remains 
has often been consolidated in such a way that It is merely 
moulded upon the sculptured inorganic substance which it 
covers, and hence affords no information respecting the exterior 
of the fossil when a living organism. It is, in ray opinion, from 
specimens like these that the smooth bark of the Catamite has 
been credited with a fluted surface, and the Trigonocarpons with 
a merely triangular exterior and a hxisleading name, as it long 
caused the inorganic casts known as Sterftbergiae to be deemed 
a strange form of plant that had no representative amongst 
living types. In other cases the outermost surface of the bark 
is brought into close contact with the surface of the vascular 
cylinder. I have a Stigmaria in which the bases of the rootlets 
appear to be planted directly upon that cylinder, the whole of 
the thick intermediate bark having disappeared. In other 
examples that vascular zone his also gone. Thu> the innermost 
and outermost surfaces of a cylinder, originally many inches apart, 
are, through the disappearance of the intermediate structures, 
brought into close approximation. In such cases, leaves and 
other external appendages appear to spring directly from what is 
merely an inorganic cast of the interior of the pith. I believe 
that many of our Calamity are in this condition. Such examples 
have suggested the erroneous idea that the characteristic longi¬ 
tudinal flutings belong to the exterior of the bark. 

Fungi. —‘Entering upon a more detailed review of our know- ] 
ledge of the Carboniferous plants, and commencing at the bottom 
of the scale, we ome to the lowly group of the Fungi, which 
are unquestionably represented by the Pcronosporitcs anttquarius 1 
of Worthington Smith. There seems little reason for doubting 
that this is one of the Phycomycctous Fungi, possibly somewhat 
allied to the SaprolegnUce ; but since we have as yet no evidence 
respecting its fructification, these closer relationships must, for 
the present, remain undetermined. So far as I know, this is the 
only Fungus satisfactorily proved to exist in the Carboniferous 
rocks, unless the Excipulitcs Neesii of Goeppert and one or two 
allied forms belong to the Fungoid group. The Polyporites 
Bovamanni is unquestionably a scale of a Holoptychian fish. 

Alga ,—Numerous objects supposed to belong to this family 
have been discovered in much older rocks than Carboniferous 
one-.. The subject is a thorny one. That marine plants of some 
kind must have existed simultaneously with the molluscous and 
other plant-eating animals of Palaeozoic times is obviously indis¬ 
putable. But what those plants were is another question. The 
widest differences of opinion exist in reference to many of them. 
A considerable number of those recog -iscd by Schimper, Saporta, 
and other pali»obotanlst", are declared by Nathorst to be merely 
inorganic tracks of marine animals—and in the case of many of 
the*: I have little doubt that the Swedish geologist is right. 
Others have been shown to be imperfectly preserved fragments 
of plants of much higher organisation than Algae, branches of 
Coaifers even being included amongst them. I have as yet seen 
nime of Carboniferous age that could be indisputably identified 
with the family of Algtc, though there are many that look like, 
and may probably be, such. The microscope alone can settle 
this question, though even this instrument fails to secure unity of 
opinion in the case of Dawson's Prototaxites , and no other of the 
supposed seaweeds hitherto discovered have been sufficiently well 
preserved to bear the microscopic test; hence 1 think that their 
exigence in Carboniferous rocks can only be regarded as an 
unproven probability. Mere superficial resemblances do not 
satisfy the severe demands of modern science, and probabilities 
are an insufficient foundation upon which to build evolutionary 
theories. 

Seeing what extremely delicate cell-structures an preserved in 
the Carboniferous beds, it cannot appear other than strange that 
the few imperfect Fungoid relics just referred to constitute the 
only terrestrial cellular Cryptogam*, that have been discovered in 
the Carboniferous strata. The Darwinian doctrine would sug^e-t 
that these lower forms of plant life ought to have abounded in 
that pritnjeval age ; and that they were capable of being preserved 
is proved by the numerous specimens met with in Teriiary 
deposits. Why we do not find such in the Palaeozoic beds is still 
an unsolved problem. 

Vascular Cryptogams. —The Vascular Cryptogams, next to be 
considered, hurst upon us almost suddenly and in rich profusion 
during the Devonian age; they are equally silent in the Devonian 
and Carboniferous strata as to their ancestral descent. 

Ferns .—The older taxonomic literature of Palaeozoic Fern life 
is, with few exceptions, of little scientific value. Hooker and 
Others have uttered in vain wise protests against the system that 
1 " Memoir* xi. p. 099. 


has been pursued. Small fragments have had generic and 
specific names assigned to them, with supreme indifference to 
the study of morphological variability amongst living types. The 
undifferentiated tip or a terminal pinnule has had its spedal 
name, whilst the more developed structures forming the lower 
part of a frond have supplied two or three more species. Then 
the distinct forms of the fertile fronds may have furnished 
additional ones whilst a further cause of confusion is seen in the 
wide difference existing between a young half-developed seedling 
and the same plant at an advanced stage of its growth. Any one 
who has watched the development of a young Polypodium 
aurtum can appreciate this difference. Yet, in the early stages 
of paleontological research, observers c mid scarcely have acted 
otherwise than as they did in assigning na nes to these fragments 
—if only for temporary working purpose*. Our error lies in 
misunderstanding the true value of such names. At present the 
f-tudy of fossil fern* is affording some promise of a newer and 
healthier condition. We are slowly learning a little about the 
fructification of some species, and the internal organisation of 
others. Facts of these kinds, cautiously interpreted, are mirer 
guides than mere external contours ; unforiunately, such facts 
are, as yet, but few in number, and when we have them we are 
too often unable to i lentby our detached sporangia, stems, and 
petioles with the fiouds of the plants to which they primarily 
belonged. 

That all the Carboniferous plants included in the genera 
Ptcopteris , Neuropteris, and Spketiopleris are ferns appears to be 
most probable ; but what the true affinities of the objects in¬ 
cluded in these ill-defined genera may be is very doubtful. Here 
and there we obtain glimpses of a more definite kind. That the 
Devonian PaUzapteru Mibcrnica is a Hymcnophyllous form 
appears to be almost certain; and on corresponding grounds we 
may conclude that the Carboniferous forms Sphempteris tricho- 
manoidesy S. HumbolHi, 1 and Hymenophyllum Wei&sii? belong 
to the same group. The fructification of the two latter leaves 
little room for doubting their position, whil t the foliage of some 
other species of Sphenopteris is suggestive of similar conclusions, 
but until their fructification is discovered this cannot be deter¬ 
mined. An elegant form of Sphenopteris {S. tcndla, Brong., 
S. lam cola la of Gutbier), recently described by Mr. Kittson of 
Stirling, abundantly justifies caution in dealing with these 
Spheno pier ides. This plant possesses a true bplieaopteroid 
foliage, but Us fructification is that of a Maraitiaceous Danaid. 
The sporangia are elongated vertically, and have the round 
terminal aperture of both the recent and fossil Danaia —a group 
of plants far removed from the HymenophyUaceous type of 
Sphenopterid already referred to. 

Whether or not this Sphenopteris was really Maraitiaceous in 
other features than Its fructification is uncertain j but I think 
that we have indisputably got stems and petioles of Marattioce* 
from the Carboniferous strata. My friend M. Renault and I, 
without being aware of the fact, simultaneously studied the 
Medullosa elegans of Colta. This plant was long regarded as 
the stem of a true Monocotyledon, a decision the accuracy of 
which was doubted first by Brongniart and afterwards by Biuufcy. 
M, Renault's memoir and my part vii. appeared almost simul¬ 
taneously. We then found that we had alike determined tbe 
supposed Monocotyledon to be not only a fern, but to belong to 
the p culiarly aberrant group of the Maraltiacea. As yet we 
know nothing of its foliage and fructification. 

M. Grand-Eury has figured 8 h remarkable series of ferns from 
the coal-measures of the basin of the Loire, the sporangia of 
which exhibit marked resemblances to those of the MarottiaceSs. 
This is e*[>ecially the case with his specimens of Asttrotheca and 
ScoltcopterisP as also with his PecopUris MarattialAeca, P, An - 
gbtheca, and P. Oanaecrtheca y but there is some doubt as to the 
dehiscence of the sporangia of these plants; hence their Marat- 
tioceous character is not absolutely established* 

That the coal-measures contain the remains of arborescent 
ferns has long been known, especially from their abundance at 
Autua. 1 n Lanctthhire I have only met with the stems or petioles 
of one species preserving their internal organisation** The Rev, 
II. H. Higgins obtained stems that appear to have been tree- 
ferns from Ravenhcad, in Lancashire, and U is probable that 

1 " Schimper, M vol. L p. 408. 0 Ibid. p. 415. 1 

3 “Flore Carbon if fere du Department de la Loire et dafapebtify’fo H 
Franc*." ' *T ■ ■ 

A -£*■• eiU Tab. vIU, Figs 1-5. h '. z . , 

5 Pstromas Renault#, Memoir vii. p> to, and 1 ®’ 

These and other similar references are to my aeries df Mempirt " Oft the 
Organisation of the Fourtt Plants of the Coal-measurespublished in fee 
* 4 Philosophical Transactions " 
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most of the plants included in the genera Psaronius, Caulopteris, 
and Protopteris t are alio tree-ferns. 

There yet remains another remarkable group of ferns, the 
sporangia of which are known to us through the researches of 
M. Renan It. In these the fertile pinnule* are more or less com¬ 
pletely transmuted Into small clusters of oblong sporangia. In 
one case M. Renault believes that he has identified these organs 
with a stem or petiole of a type not uncommon at Oldham and 
Halifax, belonging to Corda'a genus Zygcpteris. Renault has 
combined this with some others to constitute Ins group of 
BotryoptericUes^ an altogether extinct and generalised type. This 
review shows that whilst forms identifiable with the Hymeno' 
phyllacar and Marattiaeece existed in the Carboniferous epoch, 
and we find here and there traces of affinities with some other 
more recent types, most of the Carboniferous ferns arc generalised 
primaeval forms which only become differentiated into later ones 
in the slow progress of time. 

Equisetace* and A >toophyllite<r % Rrong. Calamaria , End- 
Iicher. Eqmsetrneec, Schimper. 

Confusion culminates in the history of this variously-named 
group. Hence the subject is a most difficult one to treat in a 
concise way. The confusion began when Brungniart separated 
the plants contained in the group into two divisions—one of which 
(Equisltac/s) he identified with the living Kquisetum*, and the 
other (Asitrophyllttees) he regarded ns being Gymnospertnous 
Dicotyledons To Schimper belongs the merit, as 1 believe it 
to be, of steadily resisting this division ; nevertheless, palieo- 
hotamsts are still separated into two schools on the subject; 
Dawson, Renault, Grand-Fury, and Saporta adhere to the 
Brongmartian idea, whilst the British and German p ila?ontoh>- 
gRt* have always adopted the opposite view, rejecting the idea 
that any of the^e plants were other than Cryptogams. 

A fundamental feature of the entire group is in the fact that 
their foliar appendages, however morphologically and physio¬ 
logically modified, ore arranged in nodal verticils This appears 
to be the only characteristic which the plants possess in 
common. 

Catamites and .CalamodcnJrori. In his ** Prodrome ” (1828), 
and in his Inter “ V^gtftaux Fondle*, J Brongniart adopted the 
former of these generic names as previously employed by Suckow, 
Schlotheim, Sternberg, and Artis. It was only in his "Tableau 
des Genres de V^getaux FomuJcm” ("Dictionnaire universel 
d’Histoire Naturelle,” 18 -g) that he divided the genus, intro¬ 
ducing the second name to represent what he believed to be the 
Gymnospermous division of the group, A long series of inves¬ 
tigations, extending over many year?, has convinced me that no 
such Gymnospermous type exists. 1 The same conclusion has 
more recently been arrived at by Vom c. M. D. Stur, 2 after 
studying many continental examples in which structure is 
preserved. What I regard as an error appears to have had 
on intelligible origin—the fertile source of similar errors in other 
groups. 

Nearly all the Calamitean fossils found in shales and sand¬ 
stones consist of au inorganic, superficially fluted substance, 
Coated over with a thin film of structureless coal (see “ HiMoire 
des Vdgdtaux Fosailes/' VoL i., FI, aa>, the latter being exactly 
moulded upon and following the outlines of the inorganic fluted 
teat that underlies it, Brongniart and those who adopt his 
views believe that the external surface of this coal-film exactly 
represents the corresponding external surface of the original 
plant Hence the conclusion was arrived at that the plant had a 
very large central fistular cavity surrounded by a very thin layer 
of cellular and vascular tissues as in some living Equisetums. On 
the other band, Brongniart also obtained some specimens of 
What he primarily believed to be Catamites, in which the central 
pith was surrounded by a thick layer of woody tissue arranged 
in radiating laminated wedges, separated by medullary rays. 
The exogenous structure of this woody tone was too obvious to 
escape his practised eye. But, not supposing it possible that 
any Cryptogam could posfew a cambium-layer and an exogenous 
mode of development, Brongniart came to the conclusion that 
(he thin*walled specimens found in the shales and sandstones 
were trite Mquisetacei r* those with the thick woody cylinders 
being exogens of another type. His conclusion that they were 
Gfuftosperms Was a purely hypothetical ©he* justified by no one 
feature of their organisation, 

Wy researches, based upon a vast tmpiber of specimens of all 
jdmVfrom minute twigs bttle more than the thirtieth of an inch in 
diameter, to thick stems m least thirteen inches across, led me to 

^'MmtoVLk ttdxif. 
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the conclusion that we have but one type of Catamite ; and that 
the differences which milled Brongniart are merely due to varia¬ 
tions in the mode of their preservation, 1 It became clear tome 
that the outer surface of the coaly film In the specimens pre¬ 
served in the shales and sandstones did not represent the outer 
surface of the living plant, but was only a fractional remnant of 
the carbon of that plant which had undergone a complete meta¬ 
morphosis j the greater part of what originally exi ted had dis¬ 
appeared, probably in a gaseous state, and the little that remained, 
displaying no organic structure, had been moulded u/on the under¬ 
lying inorganic cast of the medullary cavity. This cast is 
always fluted longitudinally and constructed transversely at inter¬ 
vals of varying lengths. Both these features were due to 
impre sions made by the organism upon the inorganic *and or 
mud filling the medullary cavity whilst it was in a plastic state, 
and which subsequently became more or less hardened ; the 
longitudinal grooves being caused by the pressure of the inner 
angles of the numerous longitudmally vascular wedges, and the 
transverse ones partly by the remains of a cellular nodal dia¬ 
phragm, which crossed the fistular medullary cavity, and partlv 
by a centripetal encroachment of the vascular zone at each of 
the same points. 8 

My cabinets contain an enormous number of sections of these 
plants in which the minuted details of their organisation are 
exquisitely preserved. These specimen 1 :, as already ob erved, 
show their structure in every singe of their growth, from the 
smallest twigs to stems more than a foot in diameter. Yet the‘e 
various examples are all, without a solitary exception, constructed 
upon one common plan. That plan is an extremely complicated 
one ; far too complex to make it in the slightest decree probable 
that it could coexist in two such very different orders of plants 
as the E^uisdaceer and the Gymnospermte ; yet, though very 
complex, it is, even in n any of its minuter detail*, unmistakably 
the plan upon which the living Kquisetums are constructed. The 
resemblances arc too clear as wrll as too remarkable, in my mind, 
to leave room for any doubt on this point. The great differences 
are only such as necessarily resulted from the gradual attainment 
of the arborescent form so unlike the lowly herbaceous one of 
their living representatives. On the other hand, no living Gym- 
liospcrm possesses an organisatk 11 thnt in any solitary feature 
resembles that of the so called OUmodendra. The two have 
absolutely nothing in common ; hence the conclusion that these 
Calawodendra were Gymnospermous plants ie as arbitrary an 
assumption ns c<mld possibly be forced upon *cience ; an assump¬ 
tion that no arguments derived from the metely external aspects 
of structureless specimens could ever induce me to accept. 

These Calamites exhibit a remarkable morphological charac¬ 
teristic which presents itself to us here for the first time, but 
which we shall find recurs in other Palaeozoic forms. Some of 
our* French botanical friends group the various structures con¬ 
tained in plants into several " Appareils,*' 9 distinguished by the 
functions which those structures have to perform. Amongst 
others we find the " Appareil de soutiensf embracing those hard 
woody tissues which may be regarded as the supporting skeleton 
of the plant, and the " Appareil eonduetettrf which M. van 
Tieghem describes as composed of two tissues: "Re tbsu crihU 
qui transpose essentiellement les matures insolubles, et le tissy 
vasculaire qui conduit Veau et les substances disputes.” Without 
discussing the scientific limits of this definition, it suffices for my 
present purpose. In nearly all flowering plants these two 
" Appareil:’* are more or le*s blended. The supporting wood 
cells ore intermingled in varying degrees with the sap-conducting 
vessels. It Is so even In the lower Gymnosperms, and in the 
higher ones these wood cells almost entirely replace the vessels. 
It is altogether otherwise with the fossil Cryptogams. The 
vascular cylinder in the interior of the Catamites, for example, 
consists wholly of barred vessels, a light modification of the 
scatariform type so common in all Cryptogams. No trace of 
the " Appareil de souEens ” is to he found amongst them. The 
vessels are, in the most definite sense, the " Afipareils condue • 
tours'* of these plants} n© such absolutely undifferentiated unity 
of tissue is to be found in any living plants other than 
Cryptogams. 

But these Catamites, when living, towered high into the air. 
My friend and colleague, Professor Boyd Dawkins, recently 
assisted me in measuring one found in the roof of the Moorside 
colliery near Ashton-tmder-Lyne by Mr. George Wild* the very 
intelligent manager of that and some neighbouring collieries* 

* “ ami ix. t 

* See Memoit ** Crl xriv. Pig, 10, and Ft x*vi. Fig."14, * 

3 Van Tiefhem, "Tmtd de BoSmque ” p. 679. 
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The flattened specimen ran obliquely along the roof, each of its 
two extremities passing out of sight, burying themselves in the 
opposite sides of the mine. Yet the portion which we measured 
was 30 feet long, its diameter* being 6 inches at one end, and 
4I inches nt the other. The mean length of its internodes at its 
broader end was 3 inches, and at its narrower one 1J inches 
What the real thickness of this specimen was when all it a tissues 
were present we have no means of judging, but the true 
diameter of the cylinder represented by the fos>il when un¬ 
compressed has been only 4 inches at one end of the 30 feet,, 
and inches at the other. Whatever its entire diameter when . 
living, the vascular cylinder of this stein must have been at once 
tall and slender, and consequently must have required some 
** Appareil de soutien,” such as its exogenous vascular zone did 
not supply. This was provided in a very early stage of growth 
by the introduction of a second cambium-layer into the hark ; 
which, though reminding us of the cork-cambium in ordinary 
exogenous stems, produced not cork but prosenchymatous cells. 1 
In its youngest state the bark of the Calamites was a very loose 
cellular parenchyma, but in the older stems much of this paren¬ 
chyma became inclosed in the prosenehymatous tissue referred 
to, and which appears to have constituted the greater portion of 
the matured bark. The sustaining skeleton ot the plant, there¬ 
fore, was a hollow cylinder developed cenfrifugally on the inner 
side of an inclosing cambium-zone. That this cambium-zone 
must have had some protective periderm external to it is 
obvious ; but 1 have not yet discovered what it was like. We 
shall find a similar cortical provision for supporting lofty crypto- 
gamous stems in the Lepidodcndra and Sigi Marine * 

The Carboniferous rocks have furnished a large number of 
plants having-their foliage arranged in verticils, and which have 
had a variety of generic names asj-igned to them ; such are 
AsterophylliteSy Sphmophyllum l Annulana y Beck era, //ippu rites, 
and Sckizotreum. Of these genera, Sphenopkyllum is dis¬ 
tinguished by the *mall number of its wedge-shaped leaves, and 
the structure of its steins has been described by M. Renault, 
Annularia is a peculiar form in which the leaves forming each 
verticil, instead of being all planted at the same angle upon the 
central stem, are flattened obliquely nearly in the plane of the 
stem itself. A Atrophy Hites differs from Sphen&phyllum, chiefly 
in the larger number and in the linear form of its leaves. Some 
ftems of this type have virtually the same structure 9 as those of 
Sphenopkyllum t a structure which differs widely from that of the 
Calamites, and of which, consequently, these plants cannot 
constitute the leaf-bearing branches. Rut there ia little doubt 
that true Calamitean branches have been included in the genus 
Asterophyllitcs ; I have specimens, for which I am indebted to 
Dr. Dawson, which I should unhesitatingly have designated 
AstcrophyllUes hut for my friend’s positive statement that he 
detached them from ftems of a Calamite. Of the internal 
organisation of the stems of the other genera named we know 
nothing. 

It in a remarkable fact that, notwithstanding the number of 
young Calamitean shoots that we have obtained from Oldham 
and Halifax in which the structure is preserved, we have not 
met with odc with the leaves attached. This is apparently due 
to the fact that mojd of the specimens are decorticated ones. 
We have a sufficient number of corticated specimens to show us 
what the bark was, but such specimens are not common. They 
clearly prove, however, that their bark had a smooth, and not a 
furrowed, external surface* 

There yet remains for consideration the numerous reproductive 
strobili, generally regarded as belonging to plants of this class, 
Eqwsrtina* Wc find some of these strobili associated with 
stems and foliage of known types, as in Sphenophyllum, 2 but we 
know nothing of the internal organisation of these Sphenophyl- 
loid strobili. Wc have strobili connected with stems and foliage 
of Annularia , 4 but we are equally ignorant of the organisation 
of these; so far as that organisation can be ascertained from 
Sterzel’s specimen, it seems to have alternating sterile and fertile 
bracts with the sporangia of the latter arranged in fourth as in 
Calamostachys, b On the other hand, we are now very familiar 
with tile structure of the Calamostachys Binneana % the prevalent 
strobilus in the calcareous nodules found in the lower ccitf- 

T “ Memoir 1 ' ix. PI. xx. Fig*-14.15, *8,19, end *0. 

* 11 Memoir/* Part v. Plato* |.—v,, and Pari ix. PI. xai. Fig. 30. 

3 Lesquertux, " Coal Flora of Pennsylvania/’ PI. ii. Fig. 687, 

4 14 Ueber die Fruchtfthron von Annularia Spbewnbyllmde*/' Von 
T. Storxel, “Zeiifchr. d- Deutsche a Geolog. Geiellachaft/' Jahrg. t88«. 

5 M. Renault has described a strobflus under the name of Attnufaria 
/o*gifblia t but which appears to me very distinct from that genu*. 
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measures of Lancashire and Yorkshire, It has evidently been ft 
sessile spike, the axial structures of which were trimerous 1 
(rarely tetramerous), having a cellular medulla in its centre. 
Its appendages were exact multiples of those numbers. Of the 
plant to which it belonged, we know nothing. On the other 
hand, w e have examples, supposed to he of the same genus, as 
C, panic ulat a? and C. polystachya* United to stems with 
Asterophyllitean leaves, but whether or not these fruits have the 
organisation of C. Binntana % we are unable to say. 

We are also acquainted with the structure of the two fruits 
belonging to the genera Bruckmannia 4 and Volkmanniaf This 
latter term has long been very vaguely applied. 

There still remain the genera. StachannulQria % Palccostachya s 
Macrostackya , Cingularia> PPuttonia, and Ca/amittna, all of 
which have the phyllomcs of their strobili, fertile and sterile, 
arranged in verticils, and some of them display Asterophyllitean 
foliage. But these plants are only known from structureless im¬ 
pressions. That all these curious spore-bearing organisms have 
close affinities with the large group of the Equisetums cannot 
be regarded as certain, but several of them undoubtedly have 
peculiarities of structure suggestive of relations with the 
Calamites. This is especially observable in the lon^itudlhal 
canals found in the central axis of each type, apparently identical 
with what I have designated the imernodal canals of the 
Calamites. 6 The position and structure of their vascular 
bundles suggest the same relationship, whilst in many the ]iosi- 
tion of the sporangia and sporangiophores is eminently Equiseti- 
fonn. Renault’s Bruckmannia Grand* Euryi, and //. Deeaisnei, 
and a strobilus which I described in 1870, 7 exhibit these Cala¬ 
mitean affinities very distinctly. 

One strobilus which I described in 1880 6 must not be Over¬ 
looked. As is well known, all the living forms of Equteetaceous 
plants are isosporous. Wc only discover heterosporous vascular 
cryptogams amongst the Lycopodiacctr, and the Rhizocarpcr, My 
strobilus is identical in every detailed feature of its organisation 
v1 ith the common Calamostachys Binneana , excepting that it is 
heterosporous, having microspores in its upper and macrospores 
in its lower part; a state of things suggestive of some link 
between the Equisetina and the heterosporou % Lycopodium?. 

Lycopodia tea. —This branch of my subject suggests memories 
of a long conflict which, though it is virtually over, still leaves, 
here and there, the ground-swell of a stormy past. At the 
meeting of the British Association nt Liverpool m 1870, l first 
announced that a thick, secondary, exogenous growth of vascular 
tissue existed in the stems of many Carboniferous cryptogamlc 
plants, especially in the Calamitean and Lepidodoulroid forms. 
But, at that time, the ideas of M. Brongniart were so entirely 
in the ascendant, that my notions were rejected by every botanist 
present. Though the illustrious French palaeontologist knew 
that such growths existed in SigiUaria and in what he designated 
Calanwdendra , he concluded that, de facto % such plants could 
not be Cryptogams. Time, however, works wonders. Evidence 
has gradually accumulated proving that—with the conspicuous 
exception of the ferns—nearly every Carboniferous Cryptogam 
was capable of developing such zones of secondary growth. 
The exceptional position of the ferns still appears to be as true 
as it was when I first proclaimed their exceptional character at 
Liverpool. At that time I was under the unprewion that the 
secondary wood was only ^developed in such plants as attained 
to arboreal dimensions, but I soon afterwards discovered that it 
occurred equally In many small plants like Sphmophyllum, 
AsterophyllUes and other diminutive types* 

After thirteen years of persevering demonstration, these views* 
at first fo strongly opposed, have found almost universal ac¬ 
ceptance. Nevertheless, there still remain some few who believe 
them to be erroneous ones. In the later stages of this discussion 
the botanical relations subsisting between 2 .epidodmdroH % SigU* 
laria, and Stig maria have been the chief themes of debate, Jh 
this country we regard the conclusion that Stigmaria is nqt only 
a root, but the root alike of Lepidcdendron and Sigillatia^ as 
settled beyond all dilute. Nevertheless M. Renault and If* 
Grand-Eury believe that it is frequently a Ifaf-bearing rhizome. 


1 It Is an interesting fact that tr&nmfee sections of the youpg slroWli of 
Lycopodium Atyinnm exhibit a Mini far irimeroft* Arrangement, though 
dm eawf widely m the positions of its sporangia* 4 

8 Wews, “ Abhaorilungeo zur GeologtKcbeo Specklkarte von P«ue*e» tmd 
ThOrifiaiAchen fctaaten.Taf. xitt. Fig* *. - 3 Idem. TaF arfcb F»4 >, a. 

4 Renault, 44 Ann aka de sciences naturelles/' Bot.,Tome {S; Fh ill. 
s /firm, PI, if. 


6 44 Memoir i PI xsiv. Fig. 14 e, and FI. *4 a 

7 41 Memoir* of the Literary and Pbttwm&M fwwty of Manchester/’ 

3rd reries, vol. *v, p. 34! * “Memoir* id. Ph mv. Figs. *3; 44. 
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from which aerial stems are sent upward*. I am sa*i*fiil thi*: 
there u not a shadow of foundation for such a belief. The same 
authors, along with their distinguished Countryman, the Marquis 
de $apprta, believe with Brongniart that U is possible to separate 
Sigsilaria widely from Lepiaodmdron. They leave the latter 
plant amongst the Lycopods , and elevate the former to the rank 
of a Gymaospermous exogen, 1 have in vain demonstrated the 
existence of a large series of specimens of the same species of 
plant, young states of which display all the essential features of 
Structure wmch they believe to characterise Lepidodendron, whilst, 
in ifs progress to maturity, every stage in the development of the 
secondary wood, regarded by them as characteristic of a Sigil- 
laria , can be followed step by step. 1 Nay, more : ray cabinet 
contains specimens of yourt£ dichotomously branching twig^, on 
which one of the two diverging branches has only the centripetal 
cylinder of the Lepidodendron , whilst the other has begun to 
develop the secondary wood of the SigillariaS 

The distinguished botanist of the Institut, Ph. van Tieghem, 
has recently paid some attention to the conclusions adopted by 
his three countrymen in this controversy, and has made an 
important advance upon those conclusions, in what 1 believe to 
be the right direction. lie recognises the Lycopodiacenms 
character of the Sigillatitf, and llicir close relations to the 
Ltfidodendra ; 8 and he also accepts my demonstration of Ihe 
unipolar, and consequently Lycopodiaceous, character of the 
fibro-vascular bundle of the Stigmariaft rootlet, a peculiarity of 
structure of which M. Renault ha* hitherto denied the existence. 
But along with these recognitions of the accuracy of my con¬ 
clusions he give* fresh currency to several of the old errors 
relating to part*, of the subject to which he has not yet given 
personal attention. Thus he considers that the Sigillarue, though 
closely allied to the Lrpidodmdra, arc distinguished from them 
by possessing the power of developing the centrifugal or exogen¬ 
ous zone of vascular tissue already referred to. lie characterises 
the Lepidodendra as having *' un seal bois centripMe" notwith¬ 
standing the absolute demonstrations to the contrary contained in 
my "Memoir” xi. Dealing with the root of SigUlaria, which in 
Great Britain at least is the well-known SHgmaria jkoidcs, fol¬ 
lowing Reuault, he designates it a “rhizome," limiting the term 
root to what wc designate the rootlets. He say*, "Le rhizme 
des Sigillaires a la me me structure que la tige acrienne, avec des 
bois primaires tantbt isoks a la Peripherie de la moeUe, tantot 
confluents au centre et en un axe plein ; sculement les fasceaux 
libdro-Iigneux seccmdaires y sont separcs par de plus larges 
rayons, &c. 

Now, Stig maria being a root, and not a rhizome, contains no 
representative of the primary wood of the stem. This latter is, 
ag even M. Brongniart so correctly pointed out long ago, the 
representative of the medullary sheath, and the fibro-vascular 
bundles which it gives off are all foliar ones, as is the case with 
the bundles given off by thi* sheath in all exogenous plants. But 
in the Ltfidodtndra and Sigillanse, as in all living exogens, it is 
not prolonged into the root. In the latter, as might be expected 
apriori, we only find the secondary or exogenous vascular zone. 
Having probably the largest collection of sections of Stigmanct 
in the world, I speak unhesitatingly oa these points. M. van 
Tieghem further says, ‘La tige aerienne part d'un rhizome 
rameux tr&s*d£ve!opp^ nottmn* SHgmorfa, sur Icquel s’insfcrent & 
la fois de petites feuilles et des racines parfois dichotomies/ I 
have yet to see a solitary fact justifying the statement that leaves 
are intermingled with the rootlets of stigmaria. The statement 
rests upon ah entire misinterpretation of sections of the fi bro- 
vascular bundles supplying those rootlets and an ignorance of the 
nature and positions of the rootlets themselves. More than 
forty years have elapsed since John Eddowes Bowman fir it 
demonstrated that the Stigmaria were true roots, and every 
subsequent British student has confirmed Bowman’s accurate 
determination* 


M. Lesquereux informs me that his American experiences have 
convinced him that Sigillaria Is Lyoopodiaceoua. Dr. Dawson 
has now progressed so fer in the same direction as to believe that 
there exists a series of SigUlarian forms which link- the Ltpido* 
dmdra on the one hand'with the Gymnotpermous exogens on 
the other* As an evolutionist I am prepared to accept the 
possibility that such links may exist. They certainly do, so far 
a* the union of Lepidodendron with Stgif/arfy is couoemed. I 
have hot yet seen any from the higher part of the chain that are 
absolutely satisfactory to me, but Dr. Dawson thinks that he has 
found such. I may add that Sehtmppr and the younger German 


school have always associated SigUhna "wi f h the Lvcopoiiaeecr. 
But there are yet other points under discussion connected with 
theae fossil Lycopods, 

M. Renault affirms that some forms of Lfalonia are subter¬ 
ranean rhizomes, and the late Mr. Binney believed that Ffabnut 
were the roots of Lepidodmdron. I am not acquainted with a 
solitary fact justifying either of these suppositions, and unhesi¬ 
tatingly reject them. We have the clearest evidence that Some 
ffalonia at least are true terminal, and, as I believe, strobilus- 
bearing, branches of various Lepidodendroid plants, and J see 
no reason whatever for separating Halonia regularit from those 
whosj fruit-bearing character is almost absolutely determined. 
Its branches, like the others, are covered throughout their entire 
circumference, and in the most regularly symmetrical manner, 
with leif-scars, a feature wholly incompatible with the idea of 
the plant being either a root or a rhbnme. M. Renault has 
been partly led astray In this matter by misinterpreting a figure 
of a specimen published by the late Mr. Binney. That specimen 
being now in the museum of Owen* College, we are able to 
demonstrate that it has none of the features which M. Renault 
assigns to it. 

The large round or oval distichoudy-arranged scars of Ulo¬ 
de ndr on have long stimulated discussion as to their nature. 
This, too, is now a well-understood matter. Lindley and Hutton 
long ago suggested that they were scars whence cones had been 
detachel, a conclusion which was subsequently sustained by Dr. 
Dawson and Schimper, and which structural evidence led me 
also to support. 1 The matter was set at rest by Mr. d’Arcy 
Thompsons discovery of specimen* with the strobili in situ. 
Only a small central part of the conspicuous cicatrix character¬ 
ising the genus represented the area of organic union of the cone 
to the stem. The greater part of that cicatrix has been covered 
with foliage, which, owing to the shortness of the cone-bearing 
branch, was compressed by the base of the cone. The large 
size of many of these biserial cicatrices on old stems has been 
due to the c msiderable growth of the stem subsequently to the 
fall of the cone. 

Our knowledge of the terminal branches of the large-ribbed 
Sigtlland is still very imperfect. Palaeontologists, who have 
urged the separation of the SigiUarhc from the Lepidodendra 
have attached weight to the difference between the longitudinally- 
ridged and furrowed external bark of the former plants, along 
which ridges the leaf-scars arc disposed in vertical lines, and the 
diagonally-arranged scars of Lepidodmdron, They have also 
dwelt upon the alleged absence of branches from the Sigillarian 
.stems. I think that their mistake, so far a* the branching is con¬ 
cerned, has arisen from their expectation that the branches must 
necessarily have had the same vertically-grooved appearance, and 
longitudinal arrangement of the leaf-scars, as they observed in 
the more aged trunks ; hence they have probably seen the branches 
of SigiHarLr, without recognising the in. Personally I believe this 
to have been the case, I further entertain the belief that the 
transition from the vertical phyllotaxis, or leaf arrangement of 
the Sigillarian leaf-scars, to the diagonal one of the Lepklodendra 
will ultimately be found to be effected through the subgenus 
Favularta, in many of which the diagonal arrangement Incomes 
quite a* conspicuous as the vertical one. This is the ca*e even 
in Brongniart’s classic specimen of Si gill art a elegant 1 >ng the 
only fragment of that genus known which preserved its internal 
structure. The fact is, the shape of the leaf-scars, as well as 
their proximity to each other, underwent great changes as Lepi¬ 
dodendroid and Sigillarian stems advanced from y >uth to age. 
Thus Presl’s genu* Bergeria was based on forms of Lepidoden¬ 
droid scars which we now find on the terminal branches of 
unmistakable LeptdodendraP The phyllotaxis of Sigillaria, of 
the type of S . oecutoto, passes by imperceptible gradations into 
that of Favularia, In many young branches the leaves were 
densely crowded together, but the exogenous development of the 
interior of the stem, and its consequent growth both in length 
and thickness, pushed these scars apart at the same time that it 
increased their size and altered their shape. We see precisely 
the same effects produced upon the Urge fruit scars of Uloden- 
droQ by the same causes. The Carboniferous Lycopod* were 
mostly arborescent, but some lew dwarf forms, apparently like 
the modern Sdaginetlet, have been found in the Saarbrlicken 
c Tab fields. Matty, If not all, the arborescent forms produced 
secondary wood, by means of a cambium-layer, as they increased 
in age. In the case of some of them 8 this was done in a very 
rudimentary manner, nevertheless sufficiently so to demonstrate 

* « Memoir” U* * «*. ■ Shw « Mjrmofr* jdh PI. xxri*. 
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what Is essential to the matter, viz, the existence of a cambium* 
layer producing “centrifugal growth of secondary vascular 
tissue/' 

As already pointed out in the case of the Calamites, the vas¬ 
cular axis of these Lepidodmdra pas pureLy an appared conludfur, 
unmixed with any wood cells; hence the appareil dt soutien had 
to be supplied elsewhere. This was done, as in the Calamites : 
a thick, persistent, hypodennal zone of meristem 1 developed a 
layer of prismatic prosenchyma of enormous thickness® which 
incased the softer .'tructures in a strong cylinder of self-support¬ 
ing tissue. We have po itive evidence that the fructification of 
many of these plants was in the form of heterosporous strobib. 
Whether or not such was the case with all these LepidostroH we 
are yet unable to determine, But the incalculable myriad-; of 
their macrospores, seen in so many coals, afford clear evidence 
that the heterosporous types must have preponderated vastly over 
all others. 

Gymnospernts. —Our knowledge of this part of the Carbon¬ 
iferous vegetation has made great progress during the last thirty 
years. This progress began with my own discovery* that all our 
British Dadoxylons possessed what is termed a discoid pith, such 
as we see in the white jasmine, some of the American hickories, 
and several other plants ; at the same time 1 demonstrated that 
most of our objects hitherto known as Artisias and Sternhergias 
were merely inorganic casts of these discoid medullary cavites. 
Further knowledge of this genus seems to suggest that it was 
not only the oldest of the true Conifers in point of time, but also 
one of the lowest of the coniferous types. 

Cycads .—The combined labours of Grand Eury, Brongniart, 
and Renault have revealed the unexpected predominance in some 
localities of a primitive but varied type of Cycadean vegetation. 
Observer* have long been familiar with certain seeds known as 
Trigonoatrpotts ana C'ardiocarpons, and vvtih large leave* to 
which the name of Noeggerathia was given by Sternberg. All 
these seeds and leaves have been tossed from family to family at 
the caprice of different classifiers, hut in all cases without much 
knowledge on which to base their determinations. The rich 
mass of material disinterred by M. Grand-Eury at St. Etienne, 
and studied by Brmgnihrt and M. Renault, has thrown a flood 
of light upon some of these objects, which now prove to be 
primaeval types ot Cycadean vegetation. 

Mr. Peach's discovery of a specimen demonstrating that the 
Aniholithes Pitcair nut * of Lindiey and Hutton was not only, 
as these authors anticipated, “ the inflorescence of some plant/’ 
but that its seeds were the w ell-known Cardiocarpons , was the 
first link in an important chain of new evidence. Then followed 
the rich discoveries at St. Etienne, where a profusion of seeds, 
displaying wonderfully their internal organisation, was brought 
to light by the energy of M. Grand-Eury, which needs M. Wrong- 
mart soou pronounced to be Cycadean. At the same time 1 was 
obtaining many similar seeds from Oldham and Burntisland, in 
which also the minute organisation was preserved. Haw sun, 
Newberry, and Lcsquereux have also shown that many species 
of similar seeds, though with no traces of internal structure, 
occur in the coal-measures of North America, 

Equally important was the further discovery by M. Grand- 
Eury that the Aniholithes , with their Cardiocarpoid seeds, were 
but one form of the monoclinuu* catkin-like inflorescences of 
the Noeggerathict, now better known by Unger’s name of CVr- 
daites . These investigations suggest some important conclusions : 
ist. The vast number and variety of these Cycadean seeds, as 
well as the enormous size of some of them, is remarkable, 
showing the existence of an abundant and important Carbon¬ 
iferous vegetation, of most of which no trace has yet been 
discovered other than these isolated seeds. 2nd. Most of the 
seeds exhibit the morphological peculiarity of having a large 
cavity (the “cavitt; pollinique'* of Bronguiart) between the 
upper end of the micelle and its investing epRperm, and imme¬ 
diately below the microi ile of the seed. That this cavity was 
destined to have the pollen grains drawn into it, and be thus 
brought into direct connection with the apex of the micelle, is 
shown by the various examples in which such grains are still 


l ! Memoir • »x. PI. xxv. Figs, 93, 94. 98, 99, 100, and xoi. 
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discovery to Mr. Dawes, including my clxusimtion from the Jasmmiurit and 
Juglans. Mr. Dawes* explanation was a very different one. 
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found in that cavity. 1 3rd. M. Grand-Eury has shown that 
home of his forms of CordaU s possessed the discoid or Stern- 
bergian pith which Z had previously found in Dadoxylon ; and, 
lastly, these Cordaites prove that a diclinous form of Vegetation 
existed at this early period in the history of the flowering plants, 
but whether in a monoecious or a dioecious form we have as vet 
no means of determining. Their reproductive structures differ 
widely from the true cones borne by most Cycads at the present 
day. 

Conifeis ,—It has long been remarked that few real cones of 
Conifers have hitherto been found in the Carboniferous rooks, 
and l doubt if any such have yet been met with. Large quan¬ 
tities of the woody stems now known as Dadoxylons have been 
found both in Europe and America. These stems present a true 
coniferous structure both in the pith, medullary sheath, wood, 
and bark, 5 The wood presents one very peculiar feature. Zts 
foliar bundles, though in most other respects exactly like those 
of ordinary Conjjfers, are given off, not singly, but in pairs.* I 
have only found this arrangement of double foliar bundles in the 
Chinese Gmgko [Salis bur in adiantifoli(\). K This fact is not un¬ 
important when connected with another one. Sir Joseph Hooker 
long ago expiesscd his opinion that the well-known Trigono* 
tarpons* of the coal measures were the seeds of a Conifer allied 
to this Salisbwia, The abundance of the fragments of Do‘ 
doxylon , combined with the readiness with which cones and seeds 
are preserved in a fossil state, make it probable that the fruits 
belonging to these woody stems would be mj preserved. But of 
cones we find no trace, and, as rediscover no other plant in the 
Carboniferous strata to which the Trigonotarpotts could with any 
probability have belonged, these facts aff >rd grounds for asso¬ 
ciating them with the Dadoxylons . These combined reasons, 
viz. the structure of the stems with their characteristic foliar 
bundles, and the Gingko-like character of the seeds, .suggest the 
probability that these Dadoxylons , the earliest of known Conifer*, 
belonged to the Taxinea ; the lowest of these coniferous types, 
and of which the Jiving Scdisburia may perhaps be regarded as 
the least advanced recent form. 

Thus far our attention lias been directed only to plants w hose 
affinities have been ascertained with such a degree of probability 
as to make them available witnesses, sm far as they go, when the 
question of vegetable evolution is sub judice. But there remain 
other*, and probably equally important ones, respecting which 
we have yet much to learn. In most cases we have only met 
with detached portions of these plants, such as stems or repro¬ 
ductive structures, which we arc unable to connect with their 
other organs. The minute tissues of these plants are preserved 
in an exquisite degree of perfection; hence we are able to affirm 
that, whatever they may be, they differ widely from every type 
that we are acquainted with amongst living ones. The exogenous 
stems or branches from Oldham and Halifax which I described 
under the name of Astromydon , 8 and of which a much fuller 
description will be found in my forthcoming Memoir xi<,, btlqng 
to a plant of this description The remarkable conformation or 
its bark obviously indicates a plant of more or less aquatic 
habits, since it closely resembles those of Myriophytlum % Marsilea , 
and a number of other aquatic plants belonging to various classes. 
But its general features su ;gest nearer affinities to the latter genus 
than to any other. Another very characteristic stem Is tfie 
IPeUranginm Grietii , 1 only found in any quantity at BurntHlaad, 
but of which we have recently obtained one or two small specimens 
at Halifax. This plant displays an abundant supply of primary, 
isolated, vascular bundles, surrounded by a very feeble develop¬ 
ment of secondary vascular tissue. Still more remarkable is the 
Lynnodendron Oldhatnium ,* a stem not uncommon at Oldham, 
and not unfrequently found at Halifax. Unlike the H<dtrangmm\ 
its primary vascular elements are feeble, but its tendency to 
develop secondary zylem U very characteristic of the plant. 
An equally peculiar feature is seen in the outermost layer of Its 
cellular bark, which is penetrated by innumerable longitudinal 
laminae of prosenchymatous tissue, which is arranged In precisely 
the same way as is the hard bast in the lime ana similar trees, 


* “ Memoir w vUl PL ii. Figs. 70 
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fording another example of the introduction into the outer 
hark of the eippartil dc soutien. As might have been anticipated 
from this addition to the bark, this plant attained arborescent 
dimensions, very large fragments of sandstone casts of the 
exterior surface of the bark 1 being very abundant in most 
of the leading English coal-fields. Corda also figured it 1 from 
Radmtz, confounding it, however, with his Lepidodendroid 
Sagemria fusiformu, with which it has no true affinity. Of 
the smaller plants of which we know the structure but not the 
systematic position, 1 may mention the beautiful little Kaloxyiotts} 
We have also obtained a remarkable series of small spherical 
bodies, to which I have given the provisional generic name of 
SpetvcarponP Their external wall U multicellular; hence they 
catmot be sporeg. Becoming filled with free cells, which dis¬ 
play various stages of development as they advance to maturity, 
we may infer that they are reproductive structures. Dr. Dawson 
informs me that he has recently obtained some similar bodies, 
also containing cells, from the Devonian beds of North and 
South America. Except in catling attention to some slight 
resemblance existing between my objects and the spornngiocarps 
of Pituiaria ,® i have formed no opinion respecting their nature. 
Dr, Dawson lia-i pointed out that his gpeciinc^ also suggest rela¬ 
tions with the KJiizocnrpai, 

I am unwiiliug to close this address without making a brief 
reference to the bearing o{ our subject upon the question of 
evolution. Various attempts have been made to construct a 
genealogical tree of the vegetable kingdom. That the Crypto¬ 
gams and Gymuuhperms made their uppeamnee, and continued 
to flourish on this earth, long prior to the appearance of the 
uoonocotyledonous and dicotyledonous flowering plants, is at all 
events a conclusion justified by our present knowledge so far as 
it goes. Every one of the supposed -Balms, Aroids, and other 
Monocotyledons has novv been ejected from the lists of Carbon- 
iferoUi plants, and the Devonian rocks are equally devoid of 
them. The generic relations of the Carboniferous vegetation to 
the higher flowering plants found in the newer strata have no 
light thrown upon them by these 1 ‘ahxiozoic forms. Thc>e latter 
do afford us a few plausible hints respecting some of their 
Cryptogamic and Gymnospermous descendants, and we know 
that the immediate ancestors of many of them flourished during 
the Devonian age, but here our knowledge practically ceases. 
Of their still older genealogies scarcely any records remain. When 
the registries disappeared, not only hod the grandest forms of 
Cryptogamic life tout ever lived attained their highest develop¬ 
ment, but even the? yet more lordly Gymnospertns had become a 
widely diffused and flourishing race. If there is any truth in the 
doctrine of evolution, and especially if 1 >ng periods of time were 
necessary for a world-wide development of lower into higher 
races, a terrestrial vegetation must have existed during a vast 
succession of epochs ere the noble Lycopods began their j ro- 
longed career. Long prior to the Carboniferous age they had 
not only made this beginning, but during that age they had 
diffused themselves over the entire earth. We find them equally 
in the Old World and in the New. We discover them from amid 
the ice-clad rocks of Bear Island and Spitsbergen to Brazil and 
New South Wales. Unless we are prepared to concede that 
they were simultaneously developed at these remote centres, we 
must recognise the incalculable amount of time requisite to spread 
them thus from their birthplace, w herever that may have been, 
W the ends of the earth. Whatever may have been the case with 
the southern hemisphere, we have also clear evidence that in the 
northern one much of this wide distribution must have been 
accomplished prior to the Devonian age. What has become of 
this pre-Devonian flora ? Some contend that the lower cellular 
forms pf plant life were not preserved because their delicate 
tissues were incapable of preservation. But why should this be 
the chae? Such plants are abundantly preserved in Tertiary 
strata* why not equally in Palaeozoic ones? The explanation 
must surely be sought, not in their incapability of being preserved, 
but in the operation of other causes. But the Carboniferous 
rocks throw another impediment in the way of constructors of 
these genealogical trees. Whilst Carboniferous plants are found 
at hundreds of separate localities, widely distributed over the 
gls^he, the number of spots at which these plants are found dis¬ 
maying any internal structure is extremely few, It would be 
difflemt to enumerate a score of such spots, Vet each of those 
favoured localities has revealed to us forms of plant life of which 
the ordinary plant-bearing shales and sandstones of the same 
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localities show no traces. It seems, therefore, that whilst there 
was a general resemblance in the more conspicuous forms of 
Carboniferous vegetation from the Arctic circle to the extremities 
of the southern hemisphere, each locality had special forms that 
flourished in it either exclusively or at least abundantly, whilst 
rare elsewhere. It would be easy, did time allow, to give many 
proofs of the truth of this statement. Our experiences at Oldham 
and Halifax, at Arran and Burntisland, at St. Etienne and Autun, 
tell us that such is the case. If these few spots which admit of 
being searched by the aid of the microscope have recently revealed 
so many hitherto unknown treasures, is it not fair to conclude 
that corresponding novelties would have been furnished by all the 
other plant-producing localities if these plants had been preserved 
in a state capable of being similarly investigated ? 1 have no 
doubt about this matter ; hence I conclude that there is a vast 
variety of Carboniferous plants of which we have as yet seen no 
traces, but everyone of which must have played some pari, how¬ 
ever humble, in the development of the plant races of later ages. 
We can only hope that time will bring these now hidden witnesses 
into the hands of future palaontulogists. Meanwhile, though 
far from wishing to check the construction of any legitimate 
hypothesis calculated to aid scientific inqmty, 1 would remind 
every too ambitious student that there is a haste that retards 
rather than piomotcs progress ; that arouses opposition rather 
than produces conviction; and that injures the cause of science by 
discrediting its advocates. 


NOTES 

We are glad to be able to publish this week an article by a 
distinguished foreign botanist on Bentham and Hooker's great 
work, ** Genera Plantarum." 

We regret to announce the death, on the 15th inst., of 
the eminent physicist, M, Joseph-Antoine-Ferdinand Plateau, 
Emeritus Professor at the University of Ghent. Professor 
Plateau was a Foreign Member of the Royal Society, Member 
of the Academy of Sciences of Berlin, and Corresponding 
Member of the Paris Academy of Sciences. He was in his 
eighty-second year. 

Admiral Sir Richard Collin son, K.C.B., Deputy Master 
of the Trinity Corporation, died last week at his residence, 
Ilnven Green, Ealing. He was born in 1811 at Gateshead, of 
which place his father was rector. He entered the navy in 1823, 
was employed in various surveying expeditions under Captain 
Belcher and others from 1831 to 1839, took an active part in the 
first Chinese w-ar, and remained afterwards four years on the 
China coast, making plans of harbours and laying down the 
coast line. He commanded the expedition, consisting of the 
Enterprise and Investigator, despatched by the Admiralty in 
1850 in search of Sir John Franklin and his companions, and on 
his return to England in 1854 Captain Collinson received the 
medal of the Royal Geographical Society for his explorations in 
Arctic regions. He received his promotion to flag rank in 1862, 
was elected an Elder Brother of the Trinity House in the same 
year, and has been Deputy Master of that Corporation since 
1875. 

The death is announced of Mr, Werdermann, the inventor of 
the well-known semi-incandescent electric light. 

Herr Marno, the well-known explorer of North Central 
Africa, has died at Khartoum. 

The Astronomische Gesellschaft met in Vienna last week. 

The Lord President of the Committee of Council on Education 
has appointed Valentine Bali, M.A., F.R.S., ProfessoT of 
Geology and Mineralogy in the University of Dublin, Director 
of the Dublin Museum of Science and Art. Prof. V. Ball is the 
brother of the Astronomer Royal for Ireland, and the author ot 
several interesting and important works, among which may he 
enumerated "The Economic Geology of India” and "ExperL 
ences of Jungle Life in India ”; his appointment is regarded 
as in every way an excellent one. In addition to his geological 
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attainments, Prof. V. Ball is also known by his papers on 
various ethnological subjects. This appointment will leave the 
Chair of Geology and Mineralogy in the University of Dublin 
vacant after next Michaelmas Tym. 

The Improvement Commissioners of Bournemouth, at a 
meeting on Tuesday, discussed the desirability of inviting the 
British Association to visit Bournemouth. It was unanimously 
decided to invite it for 1885. 

The last news received by the Russian Geographical Society 
from the Lena meteorological station is dated April 3. The 
observers have suffered to some extent from the hard winter, 
and especially from the winds, and it was with difficulty that 
they succeeded in maintaining a moderate temperature in their 
house. Still they were all in good health. The lowest tem¬ 
perature observed was - 52°*3 Celsius on February 9. In January 
and February it usually did not fall below - 4o a , excepting 
during quite calm weather. In March the thermometer oscil¬ 
lated about — 40^, and at the beginning of April it began to rise 
to - 19*. M. Yurgens found great difficulties with the magnetic 
instruments, the range of deviation of the needles during the 
magnetic perturbations being as much as 25 0 from the magnetic 
meridian, and those which measure the horizontal intensity 
s howing deviations of as much as 90°, 

The subterranean rooms of the Paris Observatory are ready 
for the rcceptior, of the magnetic instruments. Three sets will 
be arranged—one for registering, the second for direct observa¬ 
tion as established by Lament at Munich, and the third will be 
composed of the old instruments used by Arago for comparing 
the numbers taken in former times. 

Circumstances, says Science, were not favourable to the 
production of remarkable essays at the recent meeting of the 
American Association, The attendance was nqt large. The 
officers of the meeting, and especially those who had to make 
addresses, could scarcely be expected to produce elaborate papers 
In addition to their other labours. As the number of addresses 
per meeting has increased, we may observe more jreadily some of 
the effects of the system that demands them. The most evident 
result is that usually where we gain one good address we lose 
two or three good papers. The distance of the meeting from 
their homes affected especially members of Sections A, B, C, 
and D, devoted to the exact sciences. Perhaps it affected the 
quality as well as the number of their papers. There were not 
many from the east to present essays, though quite as many as 
could have reasonably been expected; but there were scarcely 
any from the locality of the meeting and its neighbourhood. 
Local interest, both as to authors and hearers, was of course 
deficient. In short, there was nothing remarkable in those sec¬ 
tions to spur production, and the product was not remarkable. 

It was good, but not great. 

The fourth annual “Cryptogamic Meeting” of the Essex 
Field Club will take place in Epping Forest on Saturday, Sep¬ 
tember 29. A large number of botanists have promised to be 
present and act ns referees. In the evening a meeting for the 
exhibition of botanical specimens will be held in the Assembly 
Room at the “ Roebuck ” Hotel, Buckhurst Hill, when the fol¬ 
lowing papers will be read 11 Recent Additions to the Fungus 
Flora of Epping Forest,” by Dr, M. C. Cooke, M.A., F.L.S.; 

11 The 1 Lower Orders * of Fungi/ 1 by Worthington G. Smith, 
F.L.S.; u Fungi as Poisons,” by Dr. Wharton, M.A*, F.L.S. 
Botanists wishing to attend the meeting or to exhibit specimens 
should communicate with the Hon. Secretary, Mr, W, Cole, 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 

Mr. Sikmoks and a companion left Hastings in a balloon 
at 3.20 p.m. on Thursday last, and landed in about seven hours 
at Cape La Hogue, in France. 


The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include two Chinese Rhesus Monkeys (Afacacut bde- 
tus 6 9 ) from China, presented by Mr* G. A. Conder; a Re¬ 
tailed Monkey (Afacactis nemestrinus &) from Java, presented 
by Mr. Robert Smith ; a Hog Deer (Cervus pcrcinu? d) from 
India, presented by Mr. D. Charles Home ; a Smw Bunting 
(PUdrapkanes nivalis), European, presented by Mr. R. J. 
Gibbins; two Ring Doves {Cc l umba pnlumbnx), British, pre¬ 
sented by Mrs. Courage; two Land Rails (Crex protends) t 
British, presented by Dr, Marshall; a Robbei Island Snake 
(Cvrondla phot arum), a Rufescent Snake {Leptadira rufesccns) > 
a Ring'hah Snake {Sept ion hermaehetes) from South Africa, pre¬ 
sented by the Rev. G. H. R. Fhk, C.M.Z.S,; a Grey Sea? 
{Hvtiicktfrus gtyphus) from Cornwall, two Margined Tortoises 
[Testudo marginal®), South European, a Glass Snake (Pseud opu$ 
paltasi) from Dafmatia, deposited. 


A PLEA FOR PURE SCIENCE 1 


T AM required to address the so-called Physical Section of this 
^ Association. Fain would I speak pleasant words to you 00 
tin's subject; fain would I recount to you the progress made in 
this subject by my countrymen, and their noble efforts to under¬ 
stand the order of the universe. But I go out to gather the 
grain ripe to the harvest, and I find only tares. Here and there 
a noble head of grain rises above the weecL ; but so few are 
they that I find the majority of ray countrymen know them not, 
but think that they have a waving harvest, while it is only one 
of weeds after all. American science is a thing of the future, 
and not of the present or past; and the proper course of one in 
my position is to consider what must be done to create a science 
of physics in this country, rather than to call telegraphs, electric 
lights, and such conveniences by the name of science. I do not 
wish to underrate the value of all these things : the progress of 
the world depends on them, and he is to be honoured who cul¬ 
tivates them successfully. So also the cook who invents a new 
and palatable dish for the table, benefits the world to a certain 
degree ; and yet we do not dignify him by the name of a chemist 
And yet it is not an uncommon thing, especially in American 
newspapers, to have the applications of science confounded with 
pure science; and some obscure American who steal* the idea* 
of some great mind of the past and enriches himself by the 
application of the same to domestic uses, is often lauded above 
the great originator of the idea, who might have worked out 
hundreds of such application* had his utina possessed the neces¬ 
sary element of vulgarity. I have often been asked which was 
the more important to the world, pure or applied science. To 
have the applications of a science, the science itself must exist. 
Should we stop its progress and attend only to its applications, 
we should soon degenerate into a people like the Chinese, who 
have made no progress for generations, because they have been 
satisfied with the applications of science, and have never sought 
for reasons in what they have done. The reasons constitute pure 
science. They have known the application of gunpowder for 
centuries ; and yet the reasons for its peculiar action, if sought 
in the proper manner, would have developed the science of che¬ 
mistry, and even of physics, with all their numerous applica¬ 
tions. By contenting themselves with the fact that gunpowder 
would explode, and seeking no further, they have fallen behind 
in the progress of the world j and we now regard this oldest 
and roost numerous of nations as only barbarians. And yet our 
own country is In this same state. But we have done better j for 
we have taken the science of the Old World and applied It to all 
our uses, accepting it like the min of heaven, without asking 
whence it came, or even acknowledging the debt of gratitude we 
owe to the great and unselfish workers who have given it to us. 
And, like the rain of heaven, this pure science has fatten upon 
our country, and made it great and rich and. strong. 

To a civilised nation of the present day the applications of 
science are a necessity j and our country has hftherto succeeded 
in this line only for the reason that there are certain countries 
iu the world where pure science has been and is cultivated* wad 
where the study of nature is considered a noble pursuit- But 
such countries Are rate, and those who wish to pursue pure 


* Cjndraead Abstract of the address of Rwf. H. A Rowland of Rakiowe, 
vke-prwid«rt of Section B (Physics), beftn the American Association at 
Minneapolis, August 15. In using the Word soiew* the author refer* to 
physical $d«ooe+ *' as 1 know nothing of w wm ectonoe, Probably my 
ramatfcawhk ho we v er , apply to both, fiat 140wet (now." 
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to, our own country must be prepared to face public 
opinion in a manner which requires much moral courage. They 
mUst be prepared to be looked down upon by every successful 
wvehtbr whose shallow mind imagires that the only pursuit of 
mankind is wealth, and that he who obtains mott has best 
succeeded in this world. Everybody can comprehend a million 
of money; but how few con comprehend any advance in scien¬ 
tific theory ; especially in its more abstruse portions 1 And this, 
I believe, is one of the causes of the Mnall number of persons 
who have ever devoted theimelves to work of the higher order in 
any human pursuit. Man is a gregarious animal, and depends 
very much, for his happiness on the sympathy of those around 
him; and it is rare to find one with tne courage 10 pursue Ins 
own ideals in spite of his surroundings In times past, men 
were more isolated than at present, and each came in contact 
with a fewer number of people. Hence that time constitutes the 
period when the great sculptures, paintings, and poems were 
produced. Each man’s mind was comparatively free to follow' 
its own ideals, and the results were the great and unique works 
of the ancient masters. To-day, the railroad and the telegraph, 
the books and newspapers, have united each individual man with 
the rest of the world : instead of his mind being an individual, a 
thing apart by itself, and unique, it has become so influenced by 
the outer world, and so dependent upon it, that it has lost its 
originality to a great extent. The man who in times past would 
naturally have been in the lowest depths of poverty, mentally and 
physically, to day measures tape bell in 1 a counter, and with 
lordly air advbes the naturally born genius how he may best 
bring his outward appearance down to a level with Ids own. A 
new idea he never had, but he can at least cover his mental 
nakedness with ideas imbil ed from others. So the genius of the 
past foon perceives that his higher ideas are too high to be 
appreciated by the world 1 his mind is clipped down, to the 
standard form ; every natural offshoot upw ards is repressed, until 
the man is no higher than his fellows. Hence the world, through 
the abundance or its intercourse, is reduced to a level What 
was formcily a grand and magnificent landscape, with mountains 
ascending a! ove the clouds, and depths whose gloom we cannot 
now appreciate, has become serene and peaceful. The depths 
have been filled, and the heights levelled, and the wavy harvests 
and smoky factories cover the landscape. 

As far as the average man is concerned, the change is for the 
better. The average life of man is far pleasanter, and his mental 
condition better, than before. But we miss the vigour imparted by 
the mountains. We are tired of mediocrity, the cur^e of our 
country. We are tired of seeing our artists reduced to hirelings, 
and imt loring Congress to protect them against foreign competi¬ 
tion. We are tired of seeing our countrymen take their science from 
abroad, and boast that they here convert it into wealth. We are 
tired of setmg our professors degrading their chairs by the 
pursuit of applied rcience Instead of pure science ; or sitting 
inactive while the whole world is open to investigation ; lingering 
by the wayaide while the problem of the universe remains 
unsolved. 

For generations there have been some few students of science 
who have esteemed the study of nature ihe most noble of pur¬ 
suits. Some have been wealthy, and some poor ; hut they have 
all had one thing in common—the love of nature and its laws. 
To these few men the world owes all the progress due to applied 
defence, and yet very few ever received any payment in this 
world for their labours. 

But there will be those in the future, as well as in the past, 
wfco will do so; and for them higher prises than any yet obtained 
are waiting. We have but yet commenced our pursuit of science, 
and stand upon the threshold wondering w hat there is within. 
We explain the motion of the planet by the law of gravitation; 
hut who will explain how two bodies, millions of miles apart, 
♦end to go toward each other with a certain force ? 

We now weigh and measure electricity and electric currents 
* with as much eare as ordinary matter, yet have we made any 
approach to am explanation of the phenomenon of electricity ? 
Light is an twdulatory motion, and yet do we know what it b 
> that undulates? Heat is motion, yet do we know what it is 
that moves ? Ordinary matter is a common substance, and yet 
who shall fathom the mystery of its internal constitution ? 

HOW shall we, then, honour the few, the very few, who, in 
apite of all difficulties, have kept their eye* fixed on the goal, 
endhave steadily worked for pure science, giving to the world a 
moat precious donation, which has home fruit In our greater 
knowledge of the universe fnd In the applications to our physical 
life which have enriched thousands ard benefited each one of 


us ? There are also those who have every facility for the pur-* 
fuit of science, who have an ample salary and every appliance 
lor work, yet who devote themselves to commercial work, to 
testifying in courts of law, and to any other work to increase 
their present large income. Such men would be respectable if 
they gave up Ihe name of professor, and took that of consulting 
chemists or physicists. And such men arc needed in the com¬ 
munity. But for a man to occupy the professor’s chair in a 
prominent college, and, by his energy and ability in the com¬ 
mercial applications of his science, stand before the local com¬ 
munity in a prominent manner, and become the newspaper 
exponent of nis science, is a disgrace both to him and bis 
college. It is the deathblow to science in that region. Call 
him by his proper name, and he becomes at once a useful 
member of the community. Put in his place a man who shall 
by precept and example cultivate bis science, and how different 
is the remit 1 Young men, looking forward into the world for 
something to do, see before them this high and noble life, and 
they see that there is something more honourable than the 
accumulation of wealth. They are thus led to devote their lives 
to similar pursuits, and they honour the professor who has drawn 
them to something higher than they might otherwise have 
aspired to. 

I do not wish to be misunderstood in this matter. It is no 
disgrace to make money by an invention, or otherwise, or to do 
commercial scientific work under some circumstances. But let 
pure science be the aim of those in the chairs of professors, and 
so prominently the aim that there can be no mistake. If our 
aim in life is wealth, let us honestly engage in commercial pur¬ 
suits and compete with others for its possession. But if we 
choose a life which we consider higher, let us live up to it, 
taking wealth or poverty as it may chance to come to us, but 
letting neither turn us aside from our pursuit. 

The work of leaching may absorb the energies of many ; and 
indeed this is the excuse given by moM: for not doing any scien¬ 
tific work. But there is an old saying that where there is a will 
there is a way. Few professors do as much teaching or lecturing 
as the German professors, who are also noted for their elaborate 
papers in the scientific journals, A university should not only 
have great men on its faculty, but have numerous minor pro¬ 
fessors and assistants ot all kinds, and should encourage the 
highest work, if for no other reason than to encourage the student 
to I)is highest efforts. But, assuming that the professor has high 
ideals, wealth such as only a large and high university can com¬ 
mand is necessary to allow him the fullest development. 

And this is specially ro in our science of physics. Jn the early 
days of physics and chemistry many of the fundamental experi¬ 
ments could he performed with the simplest apparatus. And so 
wc often find the names of Wollaston and Faraday mentioned 
as needing scarcely anything for their researches. Much can 
eveq now be done with the simplest apparatus; and nobody, 
except the utterly incompetent, need stop for want of it. But 
ihe fact remains that one can only be free to investigate in all 
departments of chemistry and physics, when he not only has a 
complete laboratory at his command, hut a friend to draw on 
for the expenses of each experiment That simplest of the de¬ 
partments of physics, namely, astronomy, has now reached such 
perfection that nobody can expect to do much more in it without 
a perfectly equipped observatory ; and even this would be use¬ 
less vithout an income sufficient to employ a corps of aysistants 
to make the observations and computations. 

But would it not be possible to so change public opinion that 
no college could be founded with a less endowment than say 
1,000,000 dollars, or no university with less than three or four 
times that amount ? 

The total wealth of the 400 colleges and universities was in 
I&80 about 40,000,000 dollar* in buildings, and 43,000,000 
dollars in productive funds. This would be sufficient for one great 
university of io,coo,ooo dollars, four of 5,000,000 dollars, and 
twenty-t-ix colleges of 2,000,000 dollars each. But such an idea 
can of course never be carried, out. Government appropriations 
ore out of the question, because no political trickery must be 
allowed around the ideal Institution. 

In the year 1880 the private bequests to all schools and 
college* amounted to about 5,500,000 dollars. We must make 
the need of research and of pure science felt in the country. We 
must live such lives of pure devotion to our science, that all shall 
see that we ask for money, not that we may live lives of indolent 
ease at the expense of charity, but that we may work for that 
which has advanced and will advance the world ipo* than any 
other subject, both Intellectually and physically. We must live 
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such lives as to neutralise the influence of those who in high 
places have degraded their profession, or have given themselves 
over to ease, and do nothing for the science which they represent. 
Let us do what we can with the present means at our disposal. 
There is not one of us who is ahuated in the position best adapted 
to bring out all his powers, and to allow him to do most for his 
science. All have th^ir difficulties, and I do not think that 
cfircnm 1 tance-s w ill ever radically change a man. If a man has 
the instinct of research in him, it will always show itself in some 
form. 

I do not believe anybody can be thorough in any department- 
of science, without wishing to advance it. In fhe study of what 
is known, in the reading of the scientific journals, and the dis¬ 
cussions therein contained of the current scientific questions, one 
would obtain an impulse to work, even though it did not before 
exist. And the same spirit which prompted him to seek what 
wa j already known, w ould make him wish to know the unknown. 
And l may say that I never met a case of thorough knowledge 
in my own science, except in the case of well-known investi¬ 
gators. I have mer men who talked well, and I have sometime* 
asked myself why they did not do something; but further know¬ 
ledge of their character has shown me the superficiality of their 
knowledge. 

What would astronomy have done without the endowments of 
observatories? By their means, that science has become the 
most perfect of all branches of physics, as It should be from its 
simplicity. There is no doubt, in my mind, that similar institu¬ 
tions for other branches of physics or, better, to include the 
whole of physic-, would be equally successful. A large and 
perfectly equipped physical laboratory, with its large revenues, 
its corps of professors and assistants and its machine-shop for 
the construction of new apparatus, would be able to advance 
our science quite as much as endowed observatories have astro¬ 
nomy. But such a laboratory should not be founded rashly. 
The value will depend entirely on the physicist at its head, who 
has to devise the plan, and to start it into practical working. 
Such a man would be always rare, and could not always be 
obtained. After one had been successfully started, others could 
follow ; for imitation requires little brains. 

One could not be certain of getting the proper man every 
time, but the means of appointment should be most 'carefully 
studied so as to secure a g u d average. There can be no doubt 
that the appointment should rest with a scientific body capable 
of judging the highest work of each candidate. Should any 
popular element enter, the person chosen would be either of the 
literary-scientific order, or the dabbler on the outskirts who 
prenents his small discoveries in the most iheatrical manner. 
What is required is a man of depth, who has such an insight 
into physical science that he can tell when blows will best tell 
for its advancement. 

Such a grand laboratory as I deperibe does not exist in the 
world, at present, for the study of physics. Rut no trouble has 
ever been found in obtaining means to endow astronomical 
science. Everybody can appreciate, to some extent, the value 
of an^ observatory ; as astronomy U the simplest of scientific 
subjects, and has very quickly reached a position where elaborate 
instruments and cosily commutations are necessary to further 
advance. The whole domain of physics is so wide that workers 
have hitherto found enough to do. But it cannot always be so, 
and the time has even now arrived when such a grand laboratory 
should Vie founded. Shall our country take the lead in this 
matter, or shall we wait for foreign countries to go before? 
They will be built in the future, but when and how is the 
question. 

As stated before, men are influenced by the sympathy of those 
whh whom they come in contact. Tt is impossible to imme¬ 
diately change public opinion in our favour; and, indeed, we 
must always seek to lead it, and not be guided by it We must 
create a public opinion in our favour, but it need not at first be 
the general public. We must be contented to stand aside, and 
see the honours of the world for a time given to our Inferiors ; 
and must be better contented with the approval of our own 
consciences, and of the very few who ere capable of judging our 
work, titan of the whole world beside. Let us look to the other 
physicists, not in oar own town, not in our own country, but in 
the whole world, for the words of praise which are to encourage 
uj or the words of blame which are to stimulate us to renewed 
effort. For what to us is the praise of the ignorant ? Let us 
Join together in the bonds of our scientific societies, and encourage 
each other, as we are now doing, in fhe pursuit of our favourite 
study j knowing that the world will some time recognise our 


services, and knowing, also, that we constitute the most important 
element in human progress. 

But danger is also near, even in our societies. When the 
average tone of the society is low, when the highest honours are 
given to the mediocre, when thud-class men are held up «* 
examples, and when trifling inventions are magnified into scientific 
discoveries, then the influence of such societies is prejudicial. A 
young scientist attending the meetings of such a society soon 
gets perverted ideas. To his mind a molehill is a mountain, and 
the mountain a molehill. The small inventor or the local 
celebrity rises to a greater height, in his mind, than the great 
leader of science in some foreign land. He gauges himself by 
the molehill and is satisfied with his stature; not knowing that 
he is but an atom in comparison with the mountain, until, 
perhaps, in old age, when it is too late. But, if the size of the 
mountain had been reen at firbt, the young scientist would at 
least have been stimulated in his endeavour to grow. 

Wc ca 1 ' rhis"n free country, and yet it is the only one where 
there is a direct tax upon the pursuit of -cienee. The lov state 
of pure science in our country may possibly be attributed to the 
youth of the country ; but a direct tax to prevent the growth of 
our country in that subject cannot be looked upon as other than 
a deep disgrace. I refer to the duty upon foreign books and 
periodicals. One would think that book* in foreign languages 
might be admitted free ; but to please ihe half-dozen or so 
workmen who reprint German books, not scientific, our free 
intercourse with that country is cut off. 

The time is almost past, even in our own country, when third- 
rate men can find a place os teachers because they are unfit for 
everything else. Wc wish to see brains and learning, combined 
with energy and immense working power, in the professor's 
chair; but, above all, we wish to ace that high and chivalrous 
spirit which causes one to pursue his idea in spite of all diffi¬ 
culties, to work at th j problems of nature with the approval of 
his own conscience and not of men before him. 

The whole universe is before us to study. The greatest labour 
of 1 he greatest minds have only given us a few pearU; and yet 
the limitless ocean, with its hidiien depths filled with diamonds 
and precious stones, is before us. The problem of the universe 
is yet unsolved, and the mys-tery involved in one single atom yet 
eludes us. The field of research only opens wider and wider as 
wc advance, and our minds are lost in wonder and astonishment 
at the grandeur and beauty unfolded before us. Shall we help 
in this grand work, or not? Shall our country do its share, or 
shall it still live in the almshouse of the world ? 
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HERMANN MULLER'S «FERTILISATION OF 
l # ' ‘ FLOWERS" 

1%4 FtrtEisatwn of Flowers. By Prof. Hermann Muller. 
Translated and Edited by D'Arcy W. Thompson, B.A., 
Scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge, with a Preface 
by Charles Darwin. With Illustrations. (London: 
Macmillan and Co., 1883.) 


C HRISTIAN CONRAD SPRENGEL'S treatise on 
the structure and fertilisation of flowers, after 
well nigh a century of oblivion, has come to be recognised 
as one of the most interesting of books, and his theory of 
the adaptation of flowers to fertilisation by insects is one 
that will ever be associated with his name. In the 
u Origin of Species'' Darwin referred to Sprengel's re¬ 
searches , and one of the results of the now well-known 
Chapter IV. of that great work was to show the value of 
SprengePs labours, and this has caused his book to play 
a prominent part in the investigation of the prime causes 
which determine the forms of flowers. The idea of cross- 
fertilisation can scarcely be said to have established itself 
until 1859, and was a most powerful impetus to research 
based upon Sprengel’s observations. First among the 
results we had Darwin's own work on Orchids and on 


plants with heterogynous forms of styles, and attracted 
by these there came a long line of other more or less able 
investigators, of whom Hildebrand, Delpino, Fritz 
Muller, and others may be mentioned—some devoting 
themselves more to the details of floral mechanisms, 
others to the proof of the advantages of cross-fertilisation. 
More comprehensive were the views of Hermann Muller, 
who, in 1872, published his important u Befruchtung der 
Blumen durch Insekten und die gegenseitigen Anpas- 
sungen beider/’ In this the author's aim was to consider 
each case of cross-fertilisation in all its possible bearings, 
the advantage to the flower and to the insect, and how 
the one in its contrivances to assure its ends acted and 
reacted on the other; there was the evolution of the 
power* of the insect step by step with some advantage 
to the plant. Naturally the scheme was too vast, too 

f und to be entirely accomplished through the labours, 
rect or indirect, of any one man; and, 50 far as regarded 
anthophilous Insects, Hermann Muller chiefly confined 
ids attention to the bees, describing the modifications 
which fit them for a floral part, and proving that such 
mbdtdcations had been gradually evolved. This work of 
Mutter's has been the guide-book of a host of 
":i workers during these last eleven years, and we most 
iCQfdiaUy greet its appearance now in an English transla¬ 
tion by Mr- B'Arcy W. Thompson. The very recent 
death of its painstaking and worthy author adds a peculiar 
• Interest to its publication; in it he has incorporated ail 
observations, $0 that it is not ably a 
trsm^donbut a new and importantlyeiilarged edition—a 
td his fame. Wje regret that die translator did 
thank fit to give us the author's preface, which, though 
contained much of practical interest, gave 
us an in^ghtinto MflflerVkbOura as ateacher of natural 
fo dm High School at Uppstadt, and Would have 
to the genial pr^ety, a bike of 


Charles Darwin. One other regret and we are done* 
Why are the modest but pregnant words on the title- 
page of the original nowhere alluded to in the transla¬ 
tion? This work, for which Darwin fek grateful—this 
book containing “ an enormous mass of original observa¬ 
tions on the fertilisation of flowers and on the part which 
insects play in the work” we quote again Darwin—the 
author himself styles u Ein Beitrag zur Erkenntniss des 
Ursachlichen Zusammenhanges in der Organischen 
Natur ” but the translation says nothing of this. 

So far as we have been able to judge, the translation 
l has been most successfully accomplished,but a great deal 
of new material has been added. Some of the original 
is omitted, and many new figures have been introduced. 
The systematic part of the book; most happily for the 
reader, has been rearranged from Endlicheris system to 
that of Bentham and Hooker's “Genera Plantarum” 
The translator, disliking the word “pollination” as a 
translation for “ Bestiiubung/' “ has throughout [not 
quite] used the word fertilisation ’ to imply application of 
pollen to the stigma, without definite reference to the result 
of the act; that is to say, he has translated 1 Rest&ubung’ 
and f Befruchtung ’ by the same English word." We 
would have much preferred the use of the “ungainly " 
word, though possibly a more gainly one might have been 
invented. For it is awkward in a scientific treatise to 
refer to a sterile fertilisation (Bestaubung), while a sterile 
besprinkling or dusting of pollen would sound no way 
queer; the two functions of besprinkling and fertilising 
at any rate are distinct, and we should have some way of 
saying so. The list of all works relating to the subject 
is a very important addition to the book, and the copious 
and well compiled indices deserve our grateful thanks. The 
translator's acknowledgments to his friend the assistant 
curator of Cambridge University Herbarium reminds us 
that not only since these pages were sent by him to press 
have Darwin and Hermann Muller ceased from their 
labours, but that Mr, T. H. Corry of Caius College has, in the 
very first promise of his career, and while in the pursuit 
of the very flowers he loved so well, fallen a victim to a 
boating accident, and added one to the memories that 
will cling around this volume. 

As an example of the illustrations we are enabled to 
give the accompanying woodcut of the pretty Alpine 
Primrose (Primula inUgri/olta). It is one of the red- 
flowered heterostyled species, and is adapted for Lepi- 
doptera by its colour and the narrowing of the mouth of 
the tube. It will be remembered that the species of prim¬ 
rose were the subject of a series of interesting researches 
by Darwin which showed that in the common Primrose 
(P. veris) the stigma in the long-styled form possesses 
papillae three times as long as those of the short-styled 
form, and that the pollen grains of the long stamen are 
half as large again as those of the short The same 
holds good of P. auricula and P, sinensis, and these 
Primulas are very unproductive in the absence of insects, 
but fully productive when artificially fertilised or when 
insects have*access to them. 

The last few pages of this translation treat of the 
subject of the origin of flowers, which has chiefly been 
discussed by Hermann Muller, since the appearance of 
the first edition, in a series of essays, several of which 
appeared from time to time in these columns, tracing 
•- ■ > 1 - z 
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the first appearance of vegetation to aquatic forms, With Using themselves when insect visits fail. ' 

the change to dry localities, from the vascular Cryptogams course of further development many of them ttiwb'.'sb 
seem to have been developed wind-fertilised unisexual increased their means of attracting insects (by colour, 
flowers—rthus first the Gymnosperms, and from these perfume, honey, &c.) that the power of self-fertilisation 
afterwards the Angiospertns have arisen. Finally from has become superfluous, and finally has bee* lost 
the wind-fertilised Angiosperms entomophitous flowers Insects, in cross-fertilising flowers, endow them with off- 
arose; insect^ came first accidentally and afterwards spring, which, in the struggle for existence,, vanquish 
regularly to seek their food on flowers, and natural those individuals of the same species which are the off- 
selection fostered and perfected every change which spring of self-fertilisation. The insects most therefore 
favoured insect visits, and thereby aided cross-fertilisa- operate by selection in the same way as do unscientific 
tion. With the transition to insect-fertilisation came on cultivators among men, who preserve the most pleasing 
the one hand great economy of pollen, but on the other or most useful specimens, and reject or neglect the 
hand the uncertainty of insect visits made it as a rule others. In both cases selection in course of time brings 
necessary that self-fertilisation should remain possible, those variations to perfection which correspond to the 
Thus, though descended from unisexual (anemophileus) taste or to*the needs of the selective agent. Different 
ancestors, entomophiious flowers are usually herma- groups of insects, according to their sense of taste or 
pbrodite, and are capable to a great extent of ferti- colour, the length of their tongues, their way of move- 



Printula initgrifrlia, L. A.— Short-ityled, B. -Long-styled plant (nat. size), C.— Short-styled, D.—Long-styled fl rw*r in section (nut. die). E — 
Sttgttfttic papilla of short-nyled flower. F, O*.—Ditto of Jong-utvled flower. H.—Stigma of short, sty led flower, I,—Ditto of Icttg-stylea flower 
{X 7). K.—Moistened pollen of short-styled flower, L — Ditto m long-styled flower. 


ment, and their dexterity, have produced various odours, 
colours, and forms of flowers, and thus have flowers and 
insects progressed together towards perfection. All this 
leads on to the final proposition with which this general 
retrospect ends* that the forms, colours, and odours of 
the flowers in a particular region must depend in the 
closest manner upon the insect fauna of the region, and 
especially upon the relative abundance Of the various 
classes of insects in it. 

The whole subject of the fertilisation of flowers is one 
of still unexhausted resources. The student will in this 
volume have references to what is known, and wiU find 
out easily the immense amount of details still waiting in¬ 
vestigation. An almost new subject is one that has been 
lately referred to in our columns by Prof. A. W. Bennett, 
on the constancy of insects in their visits to flowers; and 
several new lines of research are pointed out in fyk, 
Darwin's preface. It is a subject within the reach of all 


honest, patient observers. It is limited practically to no 
clrme and season. Some of Muller's observations were 
made on flowers grown «in windows, and all were carried 
on amid the somewhat scant leisure of a busy profes¬ 
sional life. 


LETTERS TO THE MO/TOR 

[ Tht Editor dots not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents, Neither ton ho undertake to r&m% 
or to correspond with the writers pfi reported manuscripts, 
Np notice is taken 0/ anonymous communications, 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to, keep tkdr letters 
as short at possible. The pressure on hit spues #;«* gUW 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the a ppea ra me amn 
of commtnications containing mteresEnq and nondjmft^ 

Iguanodon ' , - t 

.Since I wrote .the acptt^.gf flC.^ 
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r anda m aaxiow to stole one or two matters which 
t kun concerning questions nM to my review, 
f _,JfaW visited Brufafii since J was there, and sifter M. 
memoirs referred to by me were in prinV and has 
toatotoed the Ijgftanodon skeletons with M. Doilo, this being the 
second occasion on which he has seen the collection. After 
having examined the specimens now available he is of opinion 
that the question whether the bones considered by M. Doilo to 
' W aterasu Ire in reality such, or clavicles, is still an open one. 
The form of the bones, which are undoubtedly identical with 
those in the British Museum specimen determined by Prof. Marsh 
to be clavicles, is exactly that of clavicles and unlike that of any 
known sternal bones. There can be no doubt that they belong 
to the pectoral arch, but the position in which they have been 
found in two Bemissart specimens points to their belonging 
yather behind than in front of the coracoids. It is* however, 
Prof* Marsh believes, just possible that they may have fallen 
forward into the position ut which they there occur, and he 
awaits the results to be attained from tneir examination in the 
other Bemi^sart specimens before making up his mind. In the 
closely-allied Hypsilophodon the sternum is a single broad- 
keeled plate. In the case of the British Museum specimen one 
of the bones is attached to the &oapftla. At all events, he points 
out that, should these bones really prove to be sternal, it does not 
follow that Iguanodon had no clavicles at all, for there is a 
process on the scapula indicating the presence of a clavicle, and 
such a bone, possibly very small and rudimentary, may yet be 
found to exist. 

The statement of Prof. Marsh that the post-pubis in Iguanodon 
fa long and lender, and incomplete, is correct i the conclusion 
that it was not so arose from a misunderstanding of the exact 
meaning of the term incomplete, as used. It denotes that in 
Iguanodon the bone does not extend* as it does in some Dinosauria 
(Hypsilophodcm), backwards as far as the fachin, or farther, as In 
home birds, and this, as will be seen by reference to the figure is 
the case in Iguanodon, in which the post-pubis does not extend 
much further back than just beyond the ischial tuberosity. The 
fact is proved clearly by British specimms as well as by those of 
Bernissart. Prof. Marsh has observed that in two or three of the 
Bernissart skulls sutures are distinctly to be seen. 

H. N, Moseley 

Prof. Hcnrici’a Address at Southport 

Though a member of many years* standing of the British 
Association, 1 have not had the advantage of being present at 
the current meeting, and am altogether indebted to the report in 
Nature for a knowledge of Prof, Henrici’s opening address in 
Section A. 

It fa much to our advantage to have our educational deficiencies 
in certain points indicated to us in so candid and, at the same 
time, eo kindly a wanner as Prof. Henricl has done on this 
recent as well as on former occasions; and I hope we >hall 
profit by inch friendly criticism. Had I been present, however, 
I should have Ventured to remark on two heads of the address, 
that I thought Prof. Henrici underrated (t) the extent to which 
the modern geometry has been cultivated in these countries by 
many who have not been fettered by the ** slavery of examine' 
tions n (an expression in which I entirely sympathise), chiefly 
under the influence of the great geometer Chaales’ works; (2) 
the character of the instruction our youth receive in decimal 
arithmetic, the abbreviated methods of processes in which being 
certainty towd in our better class of text-books, notably in that 
ofthe fate Prof, de Morgan, dating back Rome fifty years, may 
be assumed to be taught generally in our higher-grade schools, 
as 1 certainly know to be the case in several. Other remarks, 
fuming rather on matters of opinion than qf fact, which occur to 
me, would be considered* probably, out qf place here. 

J. J. Walker 

Scientific Aapecta of the jfava Cafahtropbe 

Your excellent leading article 0*r fids great event omits to 
■ 'Mi attention to a factor which I have long maintained to be of 
'the gmateat interefit and importance from the point of view of 
toetjntofagy and geology fa general. I allude fa the quantity 
of gfttoB or vapcnif * emitted during the eruption* This must 
bear a direct relation to the quantity of matter emitted (what* 
aver its form) and M fa wt Mgto and distance fa which 
thomattor maybe #ectod or carried* , 

mck^ato^uattri^ fan# have 


been liberated on this occasion cannot be passed over or taken 
as ha ving no action on Our atmosphere, whatever the addition 
madeTtmperatu^aud ccM^iftfiuerutod by it either locally 
or over great extents of the earth’s surface* and if it were 
possible to take account of the hefaprtattained by the gases, 
their temperature of liberation, and the point of the surface of 
the globe whence proceeding, some judgment might be at¬ 
tempted of their action. In the present stale of meteorology 
we xnow nothing of these quantities, but it 1$ justifiable to 
assume that the upper currents of the airmay.^e thus profoundly 
influenced, and that in certain rases cyclones may thus be 
generated. The present very fine dry weather we are enjoying 
here, with the high and steady barometer, may be a result qf the 
great eruption, and it will be worth while to note if any ab¬ 
normal conditions of atmosphere be found to prevail during the 
coming months, J. P- O’Reilly 

Dublin, September ifi 

u Elevation and Subsidence 4 ’ 

Mr. Young appears to think that 1 hold the view that rocky 
matter will melt at a lower temperature when under greater 
pressure. I did not intend, in my letter of August 24th, to ex¬ 
press such an opinion as my own, but only to say that this was 
not a settled question ; quoting the experiments upon which the 
doubt was founded. . 

Again, I merely mentioned the hypothesis that the matter ofthe 
nucleus may be above its own critical temperature as 11 con¬ 
ceivable/' To all Mr. Young's present queries I should be 
disposed to answer in the affirmative, except to the second—“ Do 
not the * rigidity * calculations incontestably show that the earth 
is extremely rigid, i.e. solid ? ” As a geologist I do not concern 
myself anxiously about the nucleus. But to hold that the super¬ 
ficial parts are rigid I assert to be absolutely contrary to the 
known facts of geology. Perhaps it will be said that they ought 
to be, and therefore so much the worse for the facts. 

Again, I say that mere plasticity of the upper layers will not 
explain the phenomena. The arrangement or rocks in the in¬ 
terior of mountain chains shows that the crust has been pushed 
over the surface towards them. It must, therefore, rest on a 
lubricating substratum. Again, mountains tend to rise and sedi- 
mcntal plains to sink. If mere plasticity were all, the reverse 
would happen. 

As I understand it, the tidal argument for rigidity amounts to 
this. If the earth were not rigid, the fortnightly tide would be in¬ 
appreciable. But Prof. Darwin, after most laborious and involved 
reductions of observations made at the instance of the Indian. 
Government, has come to the conclusion that such a tide can bq 
detected—not of its full amount, however (so far negativing 
absolute rig 
Theundirmi 

caused by n ., _ _ , 

Mr,* Gardner, would break up the continuity of the substratum, 
would, as I have elsewhere pointed out, be great obstacles to the 
formation of tides in it. 0 . Fisher 

Harlton, Cambridge, September 20 


A Complete Solar Rainbow 

Although I quoted Capt Winchester’s figures as to the 
diameter of the circumsolar bow, mentioned m my letter on 
p. 436, I may add that this measurement was checked by that 
of the chief officer (Mr, Grant), who took the distances from the 
horizon to the inner rim qf the bow on both sides, and subtracted 
them from i8o B . In the case of the Captain’* measurement* in 
the first instance, he measured from the inner rim of the boW to 
the edge of the sun. This Was doubled, and the diameter of the 
sun added to it. Under these circumstances I can hardly believe 
there could have arisen the mistake suggested by Dr. Ingleby. 

September 17 D* Morris 

C. M. I nolo»y (p, 489) ts dearly mistaken in supposing 
that D. Morris** deseriptfan in Nature (p. 43d) referred to a 
real rainbow, for he makes no mention of any rain, the pheno¬ 
menon being on a thin film over the sky. It must have been a 
solar halo, difltotogiroto on ordinary one only to befag more 
dfarinctly^lourtd thdn twuri. I have on rare oeeostoati .m«i 
S ma^^atfalA'bfA 131 oedinary halo very brilliairtly coloured, but 
never **w a complete on? so. T; W* Backhouse 

ieptofabar 24 k "V 
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Animal Intelligence 

1 AM not aware whether or not the following "case has ap¬ 
peared among the numerous instances under this head already 
given in the columns of Nature. It is to be found in Vogt 
and Specht’s " Die Saugetiere in Wort ttnd Bild u (p, 11). The 
writer of the text of that work says i— M 1 have myself seen a 
coac in which a chimpanzee, who had got himself ft little 
scratched by the point of a slightly projecting nail in the wall of 
his cage, first carefully examined tnesaine, then sought to remove 
it, and afterwards, when he was let out, immediately proceeded 
t > search for the head of the nail on the outside of the wall, 
and then, on finding it, began to try to pall out the nail with his 
fingers and teeth, and when this was done for him with a pair of 
pincers, broke oat into lively demonstrations of joy,” 

Camberwell, September i8 Geo, G. CHISHOLM 

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION 

Southport, Tuesday, 

CONSIDERINGgenefal results, the Southport meeting 
^ must be regarded as a decided success. The number 
of tickets sold has been over 2,650, and the funds 
will therefore be ample to provide for scientific research. 
The supply of papers has been kept up in all Sections, 
and the quality of them has certainly reached a fair 
average. The weather with two exceptions has been fine, 
and the accommodation ample. The soirSes have been all 
that could be wished, to which the beautiful trees, ferns, 
and palms in the Winter Gardens have contributed, and the 
exhibition connected with it afforded points of interest 
for people of varied tastes. The local officers have 
worked w$ll and shown both application and forethought, 
and the excursions, if not of a particularly scientific 
character, have certainly been the means of the Associa¬ 
tion receiving much hospitality, and seeing many places 
of interest, and some of beauty. 

The General Committee meeting on Monday was very 
largely attended, and after the exceedingly well expressed 
speeches of Principal Dawson and Sir Charles Tupper, 
the feeling was strong that the meeting iq Canada will be 
a success, and that the greater the number who go 
the better will the Canadians be pleased. Sir Charles 
Tupper stated that, after a long experience of the Canadian 
House of Commons, he never saw a vote so unanimously 
passed as the appropriation of 4000/. for the forthcoming 
meeting* There are many who still think it a mistaken 
policy For the Association to leave the shores of these 
islands, but all of those who were present fully sympa¬ 
thised with the very strong expression of approval that met 
announcement after announcement of cheap passages, 
free railway journeys, and magnificent hospitality offered 
by the Dominion. General satisfaction was expressed at 
the announcement that those who are unable to spare the 
time for the long excursions to the Rocky Mountains and 
elsewhere after the Canada meeting will be allowed to 
make those expeditions before the meeting, which will 
commence on August 27, under the presidency of Prof, 
Lord Rayleigh. 

For the 1885 meeting Birmingham and Nottingham did 
not put in applications, the competing towns being Aber¬ 
deen and Bournemouth. In favour of the former it was 
urged that the members of the Association by that time 
Will be so accustomed to long journeys that they will 
think nothing of the distance to Aberdeen, and that the 
Scotch meetings have always been a success, both as to 
numbers and as to the position of those who attended. 
In favour of Bournemouth it was urged that first meet¬ 
ings were always a great success, as at Brighton and 
the present meeting at Southport. The vote was for the 
northern University town; but there was an expression 
of feeling that the claims of the watering-place should 
not be forgotten in 1886. 

Prof. Ball’s lecture was the most successful of thb 
addresses delivered in the Pavilion. The building, as 
originally constructed, was oval in shape, with a gallery 


extending round it, and its acoustic properties worn then 
good; subsequently an ordinary theatrical stage end 
appointments were added to it, which latter iWWe oWty 
partially removed for the meeting, and the building was 
certainly but ill adapted for the large audiences which 
endeavoured to find room in it. The Reception Room 
at the Cambridge Hall left nothing to be desired, except 
a wish that it had been on the ground door. 

In the Geographical Section much interest was felt in 
a long paper by Mr. H. H. Johnson, on a visit to Mr. 
Stanley's stations on the River Congo. The author read 
a letter he had just received from Mr. Sun ley,In which 
that explorer gives expression to his belief that the River 
Congo will give civilisation and commerce to the lost 
Continent. In this Section also an interesting papir was 
read by Mr. Wm. Hancock of the Chinese Imperial Cusr 
tom Service, on the volcanic and earthquake regions of 
Central America; by the Rev. S. J. Perry, ou Nos Vey 
and the south-west of Madagascar, which he visited for 
the late transit of Venus. 

The address of Sir Frederick BramweU to the working 
men was a very great success; his good voice and easy 
style told with effect on the crowded audience of working 
men who came to learn about the telephone, which was 
clearly shown to be an important factor in commercial 
life. 

The following is the list of grants of money appro¬ 
priated by the General Committee to scientific purposes 
for next year:— 

A—Mathematics and Physics 

Brown, Prof. Crum—Meteorological Observations on Ben 

Nevis . ,.^50 

Foster, Prof. G. Carey—Electrical Standards . 50 

Schuster, Prof.—Meteoric Dust .30 

Abney, Capt.—Standard of White light. 20 

Scott, Mr. R, H.*—Synoptic Charts of the Indian Ocean Jo 
Stewart, Prof. Balfour—Meteorological Observatory near 

Chepstow .. . 25 

Shoolbred, Mr. J, N,—Reduction of Tidal Observations io 
Darwin, Prof. G. H.—Harmonic Analysis of Tidal Ob¬ 
servations. 45 

B—Chemistry 

Odling, Prof.—Photographing thei Ultra-Violet Spark 

Spectra . ... .., ... 10 

C—Gi(do§y 

Etheridge, Mr. R.—Earthquake Phenomena of Japan ... 75 

Williamson, Prof. W. C.—Fossil Plants of Halifax ... 15 

Sorby, Dr. H. C.—British Fossil Polyaoa... . lo 

Prestwick, Prof.—Erratic Blocks. IP 

Etheridge, Mr. R.—Fossil Phyllopoda of the Palreozolc 

Rocks . ... 15 

Hull, Prof. E,—Circulation of Underground Water* ... 15 

Evans, Dr. J.—Geological Record . *5 

Green, Prof. A, H.—Raygill Fissure.. . *5 

Prestwich, Prof,—International Geological Map of Europe 20 

•B—Bietagy 

Newton, Prof.—Zoological Bibliography . ,|0 

Sclater, P. L.—Natural History of Timor Laut ... ... JO 

Lankcster, Prof. Ray—Table at the Zoological Station at 

Naples . .. ... 80 

Harrison, J. Park—Facial Characteristics of Races in the , 

British Isles . ... TO 

Hooker, Sir J,—Exploring Kiliroandjaro and the adjoining 

Mountains of Equatorial Africa ... *. ... jpo 

Cordeaux, Mr. J.—Migration of Birds . .a ** 00 

Foster, Dr, M.—Coagulation of the Blood .. fP 

Steinton, Mr, H. T,—Record of Zoological Literature ... Ipo 

E-Geography ' . ' ;;; 

God win-Austen, Lieut.*Cc 4 .—fttploration of New Guinea ?ob 

Brabrook. Mr. R, W.—Preparation of the Final Report of 
the Anthropometric Committee , in* */;,!• 'i , 
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t \ G—Mtekwtia 

Bntfftwell, % F,—Patent Legislation ... ._ 

A , , Total . £1445 

SECTION D 

v , BIOLOGY 

Omening Address by Prop, E, Ray Lankester, M.A., 
F*JLS„ F.L*S. f President of the Section* 

It Has become the custom for the presidents of the various 

meats with the chafcroauship of which they arecharged by formal 
addpe*ses. In reflecting on the topics which it might be desir¬ 
able for me to bring under your notice, as your president, on the 
present occasion, It has occurred to me that I might u c e this 
opportunity most fitly by departing somewhat from the prevailing 
custom of reviewing the progress of science in some special 
direction during the past year, and that, instead of placing before 
you a mmmary of the results recently obtained by the investiga¬ 
tions of biologists in this or that line of inquiry, I might ask 
your attention and that of the external public (who are wont to 
give some kindly consideration to the opinions expressed on 
these occasions) to a matter which is even more directly con¬ 
nected with the avowed object of our Association, namely, *' the 
Advancement of Science,” I propose to place before you a few 
observations upon the provision which exists in this country for 
the advancement of that branch of science to which Section D 
is dedicated—namely, Biology. 

I am aware that it is usual for those who speak of men of 
science and their pursuits to ignore altogether such sordid topics 
as the one which I have chosen to bring forward. A certain 
pride on the one hand, and a willing acquiescence on the other 
band, usually prevents those who are professionally concerned 
with scientific pursuits from exposing to the public the pecuniary 
destitution and the convenient crippling and languor of scientific 
research In this country. Those Englishmen who take an interest 
In the progress of science are apt to suppose that, in some way 
Which they have never clearly understood, the pursuit of scientific 
truth is not only Us own reward, but also a sufficient source of 
food, drink, and closing. Whilst they are interested and 
amused by the remarkable discoveries of scientific men, they are 
astonished whenever a proposal is mentioned to assign salaries to 
a few such persons sufficient to enable them to live decently 
while devoting their time and strength to investigation. The 
public are becoming more and more anxious to have the opinion 
or report of scientific men upon matters of commercial importance, 
or In relation to the public health ; snd yet in ninety nine ca es 
out of a hundred they expect to have that opinion for the asking, 
although accustomed to pay other professional men handsomely 
for timilur service. There is, it appears, in the public mind a 
vague belief that men who occupy their time with the endeavour 
to add to knowledge in this or that branch of science are 
mysteriously supported by the State Exchequer, and are thus 
ft3r game for attacking with all sorts of demands for gratuitous 
servicej or, on the other band, the notion at work appears 
sometimes to be that the making of new knowledge—in fact, 
kctentlfic discovery—is an agreeable pastime, in which some 
ingenious gentlemen, whose business in other directions taUs up 
their bast hours, find relaxation after dinner or on the tpare 
hours of Sunday. Such mistaken views ought to be dispelled 
with all possible celerity and determination. It is in part owing 
to the fact that the real state of the case is not widely and per- 
dsteptly made known to the public, that no attempt is made in 
this country to raise scientific research, and especially biological 
research, from the condition of destitution end neglect under 
which ft «*#for*-a condition which is far below that of these 
tame interest# in France and Germany, and even in Holland, 
Belgium, Italy, and Russia, and is discreditable to England in 
proportion as she is richer than other Slates. 

* It appears to me that, in placing this matter before you, I may 
remove myself from any suggestion of self interest by at pace 
atatfog that the great defect to which I shall draw your attention 
‘Jb'wtfBftel the few, existing public positions which are open in 
this .country to men who intend to devote theft chief energies to 
biological research are endowed with insufficient salaries: but 


ijrfdefc mm *iw»ftec metayer) Is no less the sinews of the 
pair ,of ®#eece : against ignorance than of other less gjhwioue cam- 
Bereft men engaged in the sckntificjwtfesaloo may 


advocate the claim of science to maintenance and needful 
pecuniary provision 1 It seems to me that we should, if neces¬ 
sary, swallow, rather than be controlled by, that pride which 
tempts us to paint the scientific career as one far above ar d 
independent of pecuniary considerations; whereas all the while 
we know that knowledge is languishing, that able men are drawn 
off from scientific research into other careers, that important 
discoveries are approached and their final grasp relinquished, 
that great men depart and leave no disciples or successor*, simply 
for want of that which is largely given in other countries, of that 
which is most abundant in this country, and is so lavishly ex* 
pended on armies and navies, on the development of commercial 
resources, on a hundred injurious or meaningless charities—viz,, 
money, 

I have no doubt that I have the sympathy of all my hearers in 
wishing for more extensive provision in this country for the 
prosecution of scientific research, and especially of biological 
research. I need hardly remind this audience of the almost 
romantic history of some of the great discoveries which have 
been made in reference to the nature and history of living things 
during the past century. The microscope, which was a drawing¬ 
room toy a hundred years ago, has, In the hands of devoted and 
gifted riudent* of nature, been the means of giving us knowledge 
which, on the one hand, has saved thousands of surgical patients 
from terrible pain and diath, and, on the other hand, bos laid 
the foundation of that new philosophy with which the name of 
Darwin will for ever be associated. When Ehrenbcrg and, 
Inter, Dujardin described and figured the various forms of 
Monas, Vibrio, Spirillum, and Bacterium which their microscopes 
revealed to them, no one could predict that fifty years later these 
orgnnbms would be recognised ns the came of that dangerous 
simpuration of wounds which jo often defeated the beneficent 
efforts of the surgeon and made an operation in a hospital ward 
as dangerous to the patient as residence in a plague-stricken city. 
Yet this is the result * hich the assiduous studies of the biologists, 
provided with laboratories and maintenance by Continental States, 
have in due time brought to light Theodore Schwann, professor 
at Liege, first showed that these Bacteria are the came of the 
putrefaction of organic substances, and subsequently the French 
chemist Pasteur, professor in the Ecole Normale of Paris, con¬ 
firmed and extended Schwann's discovery, so as to establish the 
belief that all putrefactive changes are due to such minute 
organism*, and that if these organisms can be kept at bay no 
putrefaction can occur in any given substance. 

It was reserved for our countryman, Joseph Lister, to apply 
this result to the treatment of wounds, and by his famous 
antiseptic me* hod to destroy by means of special poisons the 
putrefactive organisms which necessarily find their way into the 
neighbourhood of a wound, or of the surgeon’s knife and 
dressings, and to ward off by similar means the access of such 
organism* to the wounded surface. The amount of death, not 
to speak of the suffering short of death, which the knowledge 
of Bacteria gained by tne microscope has thus averted is incal¬ 
culable. 

Yet further, the discoveries of Ehrenberg, Schwann, and 
Pasteur are bearing fruit of a similar kind in other directions. 
It seems in the highest degree probable that the terrible scourge 
known as tubercular consumption or phthisis is due to a parasitic 
Bacterium (bacillus), discovered two years since by Koch of 
Berlin, as the immediate result of investigations which he was 
commissioned to carry on at the jpublic expense, in the specially 
erected Laboratory of Public Health, by the German Imperial 
Government. The diseases known as erysipelas and glanders or 
farcy have similarly, within the past few months in German 
State-supported laboratories, been shown to be due to the 
attacks of special kinds of Bacteria. At present this knowledge 
has not led to a successful method of combating those diseases, 
but we can hardly doubt that it will ultimately do so. We are 
warranted in this belief by the fact that the disease known as 
44 splenic fever "in cattle and "malignant pustule" or anthrax in 
man has likewise been riwwn to be due to the action of a special 
kind of Bacterium, and that this knowledge has, in the hands of 
MM. Toumiirt and Pasteur, led to a treatment in relation to 
this disease simitar to that of vaccination in relation to small-pox* 
By cultivation a modified growth of the anthrax parasite is 
obtained, whkh Is then used in order to inoculate cattle and 
sheep With a mild form of the disease, such inoculation having 
the result of rendering the cattle add ibeep free from the attacks 
of the severe fbem or disease, jupt as vaccination or Indentation 
with cOw-pox protects man from the attack of the deadly smal l¬ 
pox. One other case Imay call to mind in which knowledge 
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of the present* of Bacteria as the cause of disease has led to 
successful curative treatment. A not uncommon affliction is 
inflammation of the bladder accompanied by ammoniacal 
decomposition of the urine. Microscopical investigation has 
shown that this ammoniacal decomposition is entirely due to the 
activity of a Bacterium. Fofaunately this Bacterium is at once 
killed by weak solutions of quinine, which can be injected into 
the bladder without causing any injury or irritation. This 
example appears to have great importance, because it is the 
fact that many kinds of Bacteria are not killed by solutions of 
quinine, but require other and much more irritant poisons to 
destroy their life, which could not be injected into the bladder 1 
without causing disastrous effects. Since some Bacteria are 
killed by one poison and some by another, It becomes a matter 
of the keenest interest to find out all such poisons; and possibly 
a aong them may be some which can be applied so as to kill the 
Bacteria which produce phthisis, erysipelas, glanders, anthrax, 
and other scourges of humanity, whilst not acting injuriously 
upon the body of the victim in which these infinitesimal parasites 
are doing their deadly work. In such ways as this biology has 
turned the toy *' magnifying-glass" of the last century mto a 
saver of Hfe and health. 

No less has the same agency revolutionised the thoughts of 
men in every branch of philosophy and speculation. The 
knowledge of the growth of the chick from the egg and of other 
organisms from similarly constituted beginnings has been slowly 
and continuously gained by prodigious labour, extending over 

S sneration after generation of students who have occupied the 
boratories and lived on the stipends provided by the Govern¬ 
ments of European States—not English, but chiefly German. It 
is this history of the development of the individual animal and 

S lant from a simple homogeneous beginning to a complex 
eterogeneous -adult which has furnished the starting-point for 
the wide-reaching Doctrine of Evolution. It is this knowledge, 
coupled with the knowledge of the myriad details of structure of 
all kinds of animals and plants which the faithful occupants of 
laboratories and the guardians of biological collections have in 
the past hundred years laboriously searched out and recorded— 
it is this which enabled Darwin to propound, to test, and to 
firmly establish his theory of the origin of species by natural 
selection, and finally to bring the origin, development, and 
progress of man also into the area of physical science. I have 
said enough, in referring only to two very diverse examples of 
the far-reaching cmsequences flowing from the discoveries of 
sihgle-minded investigators in biological science, to remind my 
hearers that in the domain of biology, as in other sciences, the 
results attained by those who have laboured simply to extend 
our knowledge of the structure and properties of living things, 
in the faith that every increase of knowledge will ultimately 
bring its blessing to humanity, have In fact led with astonishing 
rapidity to conclusions affecting most profoundly both the bodily 
and the mental welfare of the community. 

We who know the beneficent results which must flow more 
and more from the labours of those who are able to Create new 
knowledge of living things, or, in other words, are able to aid 
in the growth of biological science, must feci something more 
than regret—even indignation—that England should do so small 
a proportion of the laborious investigation which is necessary, 
and Is being carried on for our profit by other nationalities. It 
must not be supposed, because we have had our Harvey and our 
Darwin, our Hunter and our Lister, that therefore we have done 
and are doing all that fa needful in the increase of biological 
science. The position of this country in relation to the progress 
of science is not to be decided by the citation of great names, 

We require to look more fully into the matter than this. The 
question is not whether England has produced some great 
discoverers, or as many as any other nationality, but whether we 
might not, with advantage to our own community and that of the 
civilised world generally, do far more in the field Of scientific 
investigation than we do. 

It may be laid down as a general proposition, to which I 
know of no important exception, that scientific discovery has 
only been mode by one of two classes of men, namely—(l) those 
whose time could be devoted to it in virtue of their possessing 
inherited fortunes; (2) those whose time could be devoted to it 
in virtue of their possessing a stipend or endowment especially j 
assigned to them for that propose. 

Now it is a very remarkable fact that in England, far more 
than in any other country; the possessors of private fortunes 
have devoted themselves to scientific iovestigaUQii. Not only 


have we la all partebf «|Mf ' 


especially in various branches Of btdlogy, do » 

continually adding to knowledge, quietly pursuing their 
study without seeking to reach to any great eoimenoe, plat Mg' L 
the fact that many of the greatest names of English iptm'' 
in science ore those of men who held no professiopal poai^d^ 


m mnentsnee. thus, Harvey possessed a private jamM* 
Darwin also, and LyeU, Such also fa true of sottfa pf 
English naturalists who more recently have most 
devoted their energies to research. Those who wish to 4 #§aJ| ‘ 
the present neglect of the Government and of public nwtUtftidtn 
to provide means for the carrying on of scientific research;Ih 
this country ore accustomed to declare as a justification for tfifa ■ 
neglect that we do very well without such provision, inasmuch 
as the cultivation of science here flourishes iu the hands of thoso 
who are in a position of pecuniary independence. "The reply to* 
this is obvious. IF those few of oUr countrymen who by 
accident are placed in an independent position show such ability,. 
in the prosecution of scientific research, how much tfnre would 
be effected in the same direction were the machinsty provided 
to enable those also who are not accidentally favoured by fortune 
to enter upon the same kind of work ? The number of wealthy 
men who have distinguished themselves in scientific research iu - 
England is simply evidence tbAt there is a natural ability and 
liking for such work in the English character, and is a distinct 
encouragement to those who have it in their power to do so to 
offer the opportunity of devoting themselves to research to a 
larger number of the members of the community. It fa 
impossible to doubt that there are hundreds of men amongst u# 
who have as great capacity for scientific discovery a* those 
whom fortune has favoured with leisure and opportunity. It 
cannot be doubted that, were the means provided to enable even 
a proportion of such men to give themselves tip to Sciehtlfic 
investigation, great ^discoveries of no less importance to the 
world than those relative to the cante* of disease and the 
development of living things from the egg—-which I have cited 
—would be made as a direct consequence of their activity, 
whereas now we must wait until in due course of time these 
discoveries shall be made f u* us in the laboratories of Germany, 
France, or Russia. 

It should further be pointed out that it is altogether a mistake 
to suppose that the exigence amongst ns of a, few Very emlpept; 
men is any evidence that we are contributing largely to the hard 
work of careful study and Observation which really forms the 
material upon which the conclusions of eminent discoverer* one 
ba>ed. You will find in every department of biological know¬ 
ledge that the hard work of investigation^ being carried on ly 
the well-trained army of German observers* ’Whether you a$k 
tbe zoologist, the botanist, the physiologist, or the anthropologist,, 
you will get the same answer j it fa to German sources that he 
looks for new information; it fa in German workshops that 
discoveries, each small in itself, but gradually leading «p to 
great conclusion*, are daily being madfe, To a very large extenfc- 
the business of those who are occupied with teaching Or Applying 


biological science in this country consists iu making known whir, 
has been done in German laboratories; our English ' 

flock to Germany to leam the methods of scientific research^ 
and io such a state of weakness fa English science reduced for ’ 
want of proper nurture and support, that even on some oftfcf 
rare occasions when a capable investigator of hiOfagfcal problejfll 
has been required for the public service, it bos been necessaryth. 
obtain the assistance of a foreigner trained in the fabamtoriesqf; 
Germany. „ ; 

Let me now briefly explain what ore the arrangement^ far 
number and in kind, which utfat ro other cotmtnjea 
purpose of promoting the advancement Of biological udettdc* 
which are wanting in this country. , / I f ; 

In the German Empire, with a population of 
there are twenty-one universities. The** universities sms 
different from Anything which goes by the name in this «pum£ 
Amongst its other arrangements devoted to die Study teooF. 
ing of ill branches of learning and science,, each ' umvofaMw,'' 
five institutes, or establishments, devoted to the, prosf^^tiL 
researches in biological science. TWe’ axe 
physiological, the zoological, the.amatoisaijoaiii^'^lie 1 ’ 

f 1 use thU ward in it* tea and truest ■ 
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botanical In ooeof these universities of *wage sue, 
a^iJof the btttHutet 'named consists of a spacious wilding 
ooptahring Mny rooms fitted as workshops* provided with 
museum* and, in the last instance* with an experi- 
ti&atal gaxmn. AU this is provided and tnaktained by tbe 
State, At the head of each institute is the university professor 
respectively of physiology, of ioology, of anatomy, of pathology, 
# iif botany* He is paid a stipend by tbe State, which in the 
whtittot university hi aft low as 120but may be in others as 
ranch as 7004, and averages say 400/. a year. Considering the 


It, with salaries paid by the State, two qualified assistants, who 
m dodme of time will succeed to independent positions. A 
liberal allowance is also made to each institute by tbe State for 
the purchase of instruments, material for study, and for the pay 
of servants, no that the total expenditure on professor, assistants, 
laboratory service, and 11 aintenancc, averages 800/, a year for 
each institute—reaching a^ much aw 2000/. or 3000/. a year in 
the larger universities. It is the business of the professor, in 
conjunction wiib his assistants and the advanced students, who 
atw admitted to work in the laboratories free of charge, to carry 
00 investigations, to create nm knowledge in the several domains 
of physiology, stoology, anatomy, pathology, and botany. It is 
for this that the professor receives his ftipend, and it is on his 
success in this field of labour that his promotion to a more 
important or . better paid post in another university depends. 
Ill addition to and irrespectively of this part of his duties, each 
professor is charged with the delivery of courses of lecture^ and 
of elementary instruction to the general students of tbe university, 
and for this he is allowed to charge a certain fee to each student, 
which he receives himself, the total of such fees uxay, in the 
Case of a largely attended university and a popular subject, form 
a very important addition to the professorial income; but it is 
distinctly to be understood that such payment by fees is only mi 
addition to the professor's income, quite independent of his 
stipend and of his regular occupation in the laboratory : it is 
paid from a separate source and for a separate object. There 
a<* thus in the German Empire more than 100 such institute's 
deVotcd to the prosecution of biological discovery, carried on at 
*n Annual cost to the State of about So,000equal to about 
l 6 o,ooo 4 in England, providing po ts of graduated value for 
306 Investigators, some of small value, sufficient to carry the 
yOttb# student through the earlier ]>ortion of his career, whilst 
he it being trained and Acting as the assistant of more experienced 
men—others forming the s-ufficient but not too valuable prizes 
which ate thd rewards of continuous and successful labour. 

In addition to these university institutes, there are in Germany 
stack special laboratories of research, with duly salaried staff of 
investigators, as the Imperial Sanitary Institute of Berlin, and 
the largo museums of Berlin, Bremen, and other large towns, 
corresponding to our own British Museum of Natural History. 

Moreover, we must be careful to note, in making any com¬ 
parison with tbe arrangements existing in England, that there 
ore, m addition to the universities in Germany, a number of 
otiter educational institutions, at least equal in number, which 
mt$ known os polytechnic schools, technical colleges, and agri- 
cplfrural colleges. These furnish po^ts of emolument to a limited 
number of biological students, who give courses of instruction 
to thrir pupils, but they have not the same arrangements for 
ttttnrch as the universities, and are closely similar to those 
cblteges which have been founded of late years in the provincial 
t£wiw of England, ( such as Bristol, Nottingham, and Leeds. 
The Tatter are sometimes quoted by sanguine persons, who are 
H#*wd with the neglected condition of scientific training and 
*#WWk in this country* as really sufficient arid adequate repre- 
Of the German anivorwtic*. As a matter of fact, the 
oacetfeat English colleges fei question do not present anything at 
iau comparable to the arrangements of a German university, and 
sJOVinrespeet of the amount of money which is expended upon 
wfc Jo* lumber of their teaching staff and the efficiency of 
their hwcwratarlos, inferior not merely to the smallest' German 

techt^ Mwds of that 


ftom tkrmmfr I would now oak your attention for a 
mmmfM jto, iu^mtlonwhich b eappam by the French 
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Government, and which—quite irrespective of the French uaiver* 
sky system, which is not on die whole superior to our own-—con¬ 
stitutes one of the most effective arrangements in any European 
Stole for the production of new knowledge. Tbe institution to 
which I allude is the College de France m Paris—co-existing there 
with the Sorbonne, the Ecolc de M&ecine, the Foole Nonaole, 
the Jardtn des Plantes, and other State-supported institutions— 
in which opportunity is provided for those Frenchmen who have 
the requisite talent to pursue scientific discovery in the depart¬ 
ment of biology, and in other branches of science. I particularly 
mention the College de France, because it appears to me that the 
foundation of such a college in London would he one of the 
simplest and most direct steps that could be taken towards filling, 
in some degree, the void from which English science suffers. 
The College de France is divided into a literary and a scientific 
feculty. Each faculty consists of some twenty professors. Each 
professor in the scientific faculty is provided with a laboratory 
and assistants (as many as four assistants in some case*), and 
with a considerable allowance for the expenses of the instrument* 
and materials required in research. The personal stipend of each 
professor is ^400, which has been increased by an additional 
^100 a year in some cases from the Government Department 
charged with the promotion of higher studies. The professor* in 
this institution, a* in the German universities, when a vacancy 
occurs, have the right of nominating their future colleague, their 
recommendation being accepted by the Government. The pro¬ 
fessors are not expected to give any elementary instruction, but 
are directed to carry on original investigations, in prosecuting 
which they may associate with themselves pupib whoare sufficiently 
advanced to join in such w ork ; and it is further the duty of each 
professor to give a course of forty lectures in each year upon the 
results of the researches in which he is engaged. There are at 
present among the professors of the College de France four of 
the most distinguished among contemporary students of biologi¬ 
cal science : Professor Brown-Scquard, Professor Marey, Pro¬ 
fessor Balbiani, and Professor Kanvitr. Every one who is 
acquainted with the progress of discovery in physiology, minute 
anatomy, and embryology, will admit that the opportunities 
afforded to these men have not been wasted ; they havt*, as the 
mult of the position in which they have been placed, produced 
abundant and most valuable work, and have, in addition, trained 
younger men to carry on the same line of activity. It va< bene, 
too, m tbe College de France, that the great genius of Claude 
Bernard found the necessary conditions for its development. 

Let us now see how many and what kind of institutions there 
are in England devised so as to promote the making of new 
knowledge in biological science. Most persons ore apt to be 
1 deceived in this matter by the fact that the terms "university,” 
"professorship,” and "college " are used very freely in England 
in reference to institutions which have no pecuniary resources 
whatever, and which, instead of corresponding to the German 
arrangements which go by these names, arc empty titles, neither 
backed by adequate subsidy of the State nor by endowment from 
private sources. 

In England, with its 25,000,000 inhabitants, there are only 
four universities which possess endowments and professoriates— 
viz,, Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, and the Victoria (Owens 
College). Besides these, which are variously and specially organ¬ 
ised each in Its own way, there are the London Colleges (Univer¬ 
sity and King's), the Normal School of Science at South Ken¬ 
sington, and various provincial colleges which are to a small and 
varying extent in possession of funds which could be or are used 
to ^promote scientific research. Amongst all these variously 
arranged institution* there is an extraordinarily small amount of 
provision for biological research. In London there U one pro¬ 
fessorship only, that at the Normal School of Science, which h 
maintained by a stipend paid by the State, and has a laboratory 
and salaried assistants, similarly maintained, in connection whn 
it, The only other posts in London which are provided with 
stipends ihtended to enable 1 their holders to pursue researches in 
the domain of biological science* are the two chairs of physiology 
and of zoology at university College, which, through the muni* 
licence of a private individuaJ (Mr. Jodrcll), have been endowed 
to the extent of 30CJ& a year ends. To these should he added, 
in our calculation, certain posts in connection with jhe British 
Museum <jf Natural History and the Royal Gardens at Kew, 
maintained by the State j though it must be remembered that a 
large pari of the expenditure in those institutions is necessarily 
taken up ih the preservation of great national collections* and a 
not applicable to the subvention of investigators* We may, 
however, reckon about six posts* great and small, in tbe British 
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Museum, and fair at Kew, as coining into the category which Accordingly, fa find that there isnot, and never has hawL any 
we have in view. Iu London, then, we may reckon approxlm* tendency among the citizens pfr thiseouatry to ptwvide fathete* 
atety some fourteen or fifteen subsidised prats for biological selves institutions for the mttmfretore of an article of salhfa 
r<attr<dt In Oxford there fall under this category the professor- pecuniary value to the Individual who turns it out as U afar 
ship of anatomy and his assistant, that of physiology, that of knowledge. On the other hand, as a matter of fat’’.## 
zoology, that of botany. The* Oxford professorships are well providing of means for the mstrafatisws' of that article: is ttsfr 
supported by endowment, averaging foot, or &00J. a year ; but only not foreign to English statecraft but It largely, tbou|i*ie* 
they are inadequately provided with assistance as compared with largely enough, undertaken by the English State. The Koyot 
corresponding German positions. Whilst Oxford has thus five Observatories, the British Museum, the Koyal Gardens at Kew* 
posts, Cambridge has at present the some number, though the the Geological Survey, the Government grant of 4,000/. a year 
stipends are of less average value. In regard to Durham, it to the Royal Society, the 300/. or 400/. a year (not a huge sum} 
dues not appear that the biological professorship® (which have- expended through the medical officer of the Privy Council upon 
their seat in the Newcastle College of Science) are supported by the experimental investigation of disease, are ample evidence; 
stipends derived from endowment: they fall under another that such providing of means for creating new knowledge forms 
category, to which allusion will be made below, of purely part of the natural and recognised responsibilities of the British 
teaching positions, supported by the fees paid for such teaching Government. Such a responsibility clearly is recognised in this 
by pupils. The Victoria University (Owens College, Man* country, and does fall, according to the present arrangement of 
Chester), supports its professors of physiology, anatomy, zoology, things, upon the central Government, what we have to regret 
botany, and pathology, by means partly of endowment, partly is, that those who temporarily hold the rein* of government fhQ 
of pupils' fees. By the provision of adequate laboratories and to perceive the lamentable inadequacy of the mode in which 
of salaries for assistants to each professor, and of student- this respomibility is met. 

fellowships, Owens College gives direct support to original A second objection which is made to the endowment of re* 
investigation. We may reckon five major and eight minor posts search by public funds, or by other means, such as voluntary 
as dedicated to biological research in this college. Altogether, contributions, Is this : it is stated that men engaged in'scientific 
then, we have 15 positions in I^ondon and 23 m the provinces research ought to teach, and thus gain their livelihood. It is argued, 
(taking assistant ships, and professorships, and curatorships in fact, that there is no need whatever to provide stipends or 
together)—a total of 38 in all England with its *5,000,000 laboratories for researchers, since they have only to stood UP 
inhabitants, as against the 300 in Germany with its 45,000,000 and teach in order to make incomes sufficient to keep them and 
inhabitants. In proportion to its population (leaving aside the their families, and to provide themselves with laboratories. This 
consideration of its greater wealth), England has only about is a very plausible statement, because it is the fact that some in- 
one-fourth of the provision for the advancement of biological vrstigators have also been excellent lecturers, and have been 
reicarch which exists in Germany. able to make an income by teaching whilst carrying on a limited 

It would not be fair to reckon in this comparison the various amount of scientific inveidigation. But neither by teaching in 

biological professorships in small colleges recently created, and the form of popular lectures, nor by teaching university or pro* 
paid to a small extent by stipends derived from endowments, in fessional students who desire as a result to pass acme examina* 
the provincial towns of England, for the holders of these chairs tion is it possible, where there is a fair field and no favour* 
are called upon to teach a variety of subjects, for instance, for a man to u&in a reasonable income and at the same time to 
aoology, botany, and geology combined; and not only is the leave himNelf time and energy to carry on original investiga* 

devotion of the energies of their teaching staff to scientific dis- tiom in science. 

cavery not contemplaied in the arrangement of these institutions, In some universities, such as those of Scotland, the privilege 
but, as a matter of fact, the large demands made on the of conferring degrees of pecuniary value to their possessors be* 
professors in the way of teaching must deprive them of the time comes a source of income to the professors of the university; 
necessary for any serious investigation. Such posts, in the fact they arc, in fact, able to make considerable incomes, indepen- 
that neither time, assistants, nor proper laboratories are provided dently of endowment, by compelling the candidates for degrees 
t> enable their holders to engage in scientific research, are to pay a fee to each professor in the faculty for the right of 
schoolmaster-hips rather than professorships, as the word is attending his lectures and of presentation to the degree. Coa¬ 
led in German universities. sequently, teaching here appears to be producing on income 

One result of the exceedingly small provision of positions in which may support a researcher; in reality, it is the acquisition 
England similar to those furnished by the German university of the university degree, and not necessarily the teaching, for 
system, and of the irregular, uncertain character of many of those which the pupil pays his fefe. Where the teacher is Unprotected 
which do exist, U that there is an insufficient supply of young by any compulsory regulations (such as that which requires at* 
men wiling to enter Upon the career of zooIogLt, botanUt, tendance on his lectures tad fee-payment on tbe part of vhe 
physiologist, or pathologist as a profession. The number of pupils) it is impossible for him to obtain such an income b f 
pists U too small to create a profession, i.e, an avei.uc of teaching for one hour a day os will enable him to devote the 
success; and consequently, whereas in Germany there is always rest of the day to unreemmerative study and investigation, for 
a large body of .new men ready to fill up the vacancies as they the following reason. Other teachers, equally satisfactory as 
occur in the professorial organisation, in England it very natur- teacher"’, will enter into competition with him, without having 
ally does not appear to our university students as a reasonable the same intention of teaching for one hour only,and of carrying 

thing to enter upon research as a profession, when the chances on researches for the rest of the day. They Will contemplate 

of employment are so few ami far between. teaching for six hours a dhyj and they will accordingly offer to 

Before stating, as I propose to do, what appears to me a those who require to be taught either six hours 1 teaching fa ti» 
reasonable and proper method of removing to some extent the Fame fee which the researcher charges for one, or one hour fbr 
defect in our national life due to the want of provision for a idxtb r>nrt of that fee, Comequenuy the unprotected researcher 
scientific research, I will endeavour to meet some of the obiec- will fina his lecture-room deserted—,pufib will naturally.g»'to 
tions which are usually raised to such views as those which I the equally good teacher who gives more teaching for the same 
am advocating. The endowment of research by the State, Or fee, or the same teaching for a less cost. And no one can any 
from public funds of any kind, is opposed on various grounds that this k not os it should be. The university pupil requites,0 
One is that Mich action on the part of the Government k well certain cour> e of instruction, Which he ought to be abletobuy 
enough in Continental States, but i- contrary to the spirit of at the cheapest rate. It does not seem to be doing fatfa 40 

English statecraft, which leaves scientific as well as other the pupil to Compel him to form one of t (dais cofaktiug rtf 

tnterprise to the individual initiative pf the people. This some hundreds of hearers, where he can obtain but Tittiepfa* 

abjection is bated on error, both as to fact and theory. It is sonol supervision or attention from the teacher,whereaa if he 

well enough to leave to individual effort the conduct of such had the free di-posal of hn fee, he might obtain six timer-fa 
enterprises as ore remunerative to the parties who conduct them; amount of attention from snathe* teacher. This amuram^at 
but it is a, mistake to speak of scientific research as an 44 enter* does hot seem to be justifiable, even for the purpose «33SiM(r' 

prise ’’ at all. p>e mittake arise, fromthe extraordlniiry pertin- iug tb« university protestor with tut taoottwife* kpMs# 

adty with which so-coiled 41 invention is confounded with the pursue scientific research. The student's fa Shorn fwfafo 
discovery of scientific truth. New knowledge in biological or given amount of teaching at the market value, and 
other branches of science cannot be sold j it h«s no marketable cause of complaint if, by compufaty enactments, fadfcgfamte. 
value, Koch could not have sold the discovery of the Bacterium 'fefafa the country with scientific turestkatlen, , 

of phthisis for os much as sixpence, had be wished to do so J Teaching must, in &U fairness, ultimately be 
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tsadl&tf, and sdetotlfie research am# be provided for out of 
other ; ml' then those extracted from the pockets of needy 
studeatv Who have * reasonable right to demend, in return for 
thefrfecs,«foil modicum of instruction usd direction in study. 

Itt the German universities! the professor receives a stipend 
which provides for him es an investigator, lie also gives 
lec terns , for which he charges a fee, buty no student is compelled 
to attend those lectures as a condition of obtaining his degree. 
Accordingly, independent teachers can, and do, compete with 
the professor in providing for the students’ requirements in the 
matter of instruction. As a consequence* the fees charged for 
teaching are exceeding small, and the student can feel a^ured 
that he Is obtaining his money's worth for his money. He is not 
compelled to pay any fee to any teacher as a condition of his 
promotion to the university degree. In a German university, if 
the professor in a given subject is incompetent, or the class over¬ 
crowded, the student can take his fee to a private teacher, and 
get better teaching; all that is required of the candidate, as a 
condition of his promotion to the Doctor’s degree, is that he 
sh*U satisfy the examinetion.tests imposed by the faculty, and 
produce an original thesis. 

Unless there be some such compelling influence as that 
obtaining in the Scotch universities, enabling the would-be 
researcher to gather to him pupils and fees without fear of 
competition, it seems impossible that he should gain an income 
by teaching whilst reserving to himself time and energy for the 
pursuit of scientific inquiry. It is thus seen that the necessity of 
endowment, in some form or another, to make provision for 
scientific research, is a reality, in spite of the suggestion that 
teaching affords a means whereby the researcher may readily 
provide for himself. The simple fact is that a teacher can only 
make a sufficient income by teaching, on the condition that he 
devotes bis whole time and energy to mat occupation. 

Whilst I feel called upon to emphatically distinguish the two 
functions—via*, that of creating new knowledge, and that of 
attributing existing knowledge— and to maintain that it is only 
by arbitrary and undesirable arrangement*, not likely to be 
tolerated, or, at any rate, extended, at the present day, that the 
tatter can be made to serve as the support of the former, 1 must 
be careful to point out that I agree most cordially with those who 
huki that it is an excellent thing for a man who is engaged in the 
eaU to give a certain amount of time to the other. It is a matter 
Of experience that the best teachers of a subject are, e&teris 
jeribus, those who are actually engaged in the advancement of 
that subject, and who have shown buch a thorough understanding 
Of that subject as is necessary for making new knowledge in 
connection with it It is also, in most roses, a good thing for 
the man engaged in research to have a certain small amount of 
efcftUga of occupation, and to be called upon to take such a 
survey of the subject in connection with which his researches are 
made, as Is involved in the delivery of a course of lectures and 
Other details of teaching. Though it is not a thing to be con¬ 
templated that the researcher shall sell his instruction at a price 
Sttfimtaltly high to enable him to live by teaching, yet it is a good 
thing to moke teaching an additional and subsidiary part of his 
life's work. This end is effected in Germany by making it a 
duty of the professor, already supported by a stipend, to give 
some five or six lectures a week during the academical session, 
for which,he is paid by the fees of his hearers. The fees are 
low* but are sufficient to be an inducement; and, inasmuch as 
the attendance of the Students is not compulsory, the professor is 
stimulated to produoe good and effective lectures at a reasonable 
charge, so as to attract pupils who would seek instruction from 
eetae one else If the lectures were not good or the fees too high. 
Indeed , in Germany this system works so much to the advantage 
wf the students, that the private teachers of the universities at 
mm time Obtained the creation of a regulation forbidding the 
professors to reduce their fee* below a certain minimum, since, 
epdth no low a fee as some professors were charging, it was 
Jmy^tble fear a private teacher to compete! This state of 
Aibga may W compared, with much advantage, with the con- 
4 % of Brum universities. In these we near, from one 
Amttolt complaints of the high fees charged and of the in- 
teadhiug givenby^he pnSfaasoriatej and in otheruniveN 
adequate fees hr* allowed to the professors as 
4 m to offer useful and efficient teaching, we find 

teachmg pufeed 'entirely but of their hands into 
The fact is that a satis- 
fiMjfetfrefetion between d research !* ode which will 
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has been thought out and carried into practice in Germany. It 
consists in giving a competent researcher a stipend and a 
laboratory for his research work, and then requiring him to do 
a small amount of teaching, remunerated by fees proportionate 
to his ability and the pains which he may take in his teaching. 
If you pay him a fixed sum as a teacher, or artifically insure the 
attendance of his class, instead of letting this part of his income 
vary simply and directly with the attractiveness of his teaching, 
you will find as the result that (with rare exceptions) he will not 
give effective and useful teaching. He will naturally tend to do 
the minimum required of him, in a perfunctory *ay. On the 
other hand, if you leave him without stipend as a researcher, 
dependent on the fees of pupils for an income, he will give all 
his time and energies to teaching, he will cease to do any 
research, and become, pro tanto, an inferior teacher. 

A third objection which is sometimes made to the proposition 
that scientific research must be supported and paid for as such, 
is the following : It is believed by many persons that a man who 
occupies his best energies in scientific research can always, if he 
choose, make an Income by writing popular books or newspaper 
articles in his spare hours; and, accordingly, it is gravely main 
tained that there is no nerd to provide stipends and the means 
of carrying on their work for researchers. To do so, according 
to this view, would be to encourage them in an exclusive reti¬ 
cence, and to remove from them the inducement to addrers the 
public on the subject of their researches, by which the public 
would lose valuable instruction. 

This view has been seriously urged, or 1 should not here 
notice it. Any one who is acquainted with the sale of scientific 
books, and the profits which either author or publisher makes 
by them, knows that the suggestion which I have quoted is 
ludicrous. The writing of a good book is not a thing to be 
done in leisure moment*, and such as have been the re.*ult of 
original research have cost their authors often years of labour 
apart from the mere writing* Mr. Darwin’s books, no doubt, 
have had a large sale ; but that is due to the fact, apart front 
the exceptional genius of the matt who wrote them, that they 
represent some thirty or more ) ears of hard work, during which 
he was silent. There is not a sufficiently Urge public interested 
in the progress of science to enable a researcher to gain an 
income by writing books, however great hU literary facility. A 
school-book or class-hook may now and then add more or less 
to the income of a scientific investigator ; but he who becomes 
the popular exponent of scientific Ideas, except in a very 
moderate and limited degree, must abandon the work of creating 
new knowledge. The professional litttrxteur of science is as 
much removed by his occupation from all opportunity of serious 
investigation as is the professional teacher who has to consume 
all his time in teaching. Any other profes-ion—such as the 
Bar, Medicine, or the Church—is more likely to leave one of 
its followers time and means for scientific research than is that 
of either the popular writer or the successful teacher. 

We have, then, seen that there is no escape from the necessity 
of providing stipends and laboratories for the purpose of creating 
new knowledge, as is done in continental States, if we arc 
agreed that more of this new knowledge is needed and is among 
the products which a civilised community is bound to turn out. 
both for its own benefit and for that of the community of States, 
which give to and take from one another in such matters. 

There are some who would finally attack our contention by 
denying that new knowledge is a good thing, and by refusing to 
recognise any obligation on the part of England to contribute 
her share to that common stock of increasing knowledge by 
which she necessarily profits. Among snch persons are those 
who would prohibit altogether the pursuit of experiments! 
physiology in England* and yet would not and do not hesitate 
to avail themselves of the services of medical men* whose power 
of rendering those services depends on the fact that they have 
learnt the results obtained by the experiments of physiologists 
in other countries or in former times. In reference to thi - 
strange contempt and even hatred of science, which undoubtedly 
has an existence among tome persons of consideration, even »t 
the present day, 1 shall have a few words to say before con¬ 
cluding this address. I have now to ask yon to listen to what 
seems to me to be the demand which we should make, 
members of a British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, in respect of adequate provision for the creation of new 
knowledge to the field of biology in England. 

Taking England alone, as distinct from Scotland and Ireland, 
we require in order to be approximately on a level with Germany, 
forty new biological foittltutes, distributed among the five 



branches of physiology, zoology, anatomy* pathology* and 
botany—forty in ad fiiion to the fifteen which we may reckon 
ftaking one place with another) a* already existing. The 
average coat of the buildings required would be about 4,000/, 
for each, giving a total initial expenditure of 160)000/,; the 
average cost of stipend; for the director, assistants* and main¬ 
tenance we may calculate at 1,500/. annually for each, or 
60,000/, for the forty—equal a capital sum of 2,00^,000/, 

These institute* should be distributed in groups of five—eight 
groups in all—throughout the country. One such group would 
be placed ht London (which is, at present, almost totally 
destitute of such arrangements), one in Bristol, one in Birmingham, 
one in Nottingham, one in Leeds, one in Newcastle, one in 
Ipswich, one m Cardiff, one in Plymouth—in fact, one in each' 
of the great towns of the kingdom where there is at present, or 
where there might be with advantage, a centre of professional 
education and higher study. The first and the moat liberally 
Arranged of these biological institutes—embracing its five 
branches, each with its special laboratory and staff—should be 
in London. If we can have nothing else, surely wc may 
demand, with some hope that our request will eventually obtain 
compliance, the formation in London of h College of Scientific 
Research similar to that of Paris (the College de France). It is 
one of the misfortunes and disgraces of London that—alone 
amongst the capitals of Europe, with the exception of Constanti¬ 
nople—it is destitute of auy institution corresponding to the 
universities and colleges of research which exist elsewhere. 

Either in connection with a properly organised teaching 
university or as an independent institution, U seems to me a 
primary need of the day that the Government should establish 
in London laboratories for scientific research. Two hundred 
and fifty years ago Sir Thomas Gresham founded an institution 
for scientific research in the City of London. The properly 
which he left for this purpose is now estimated to be worth three 
millions sterling* This property was deliberately appropriated 
to other uses by the Corporation of the City of London and the 
Mercers’ Company about a hundred years since, with the consent 
of both Houses of Parliament. By this outrageous act of 
spoliation these Corporations, who were the tru>tees of Gresham, 
have incurred the curse which he quaintly inserted in his will in 
the hope of restraining them from attempts to divert his property 
from the uses to which he destined it. “Gresham’s curse^ 
runs as follows :—“And that I do require and charge the said 
Corporations and chief governors thereof, with circumspect 
Diligence and without long Delay, to procure and see to be 
done and obtained, as they will answer the same before Almighty 
(vod; (for if they or any of them should neglect the obtaining 
of such Licenses or Warrants, which I trust can not be difficult, 
nor so chargeable, but that the overplus of my Rents and Profits 
of the Premisses hereinbefore to them disposed, will soon 
recompeu+e the same; because to soe good Purpose ia the 
Commonwealth, no Prince nor Council in any Age, will deny or 
defeat the same. And if conveniently by my Will or other 
Convenience, I might assure it, 1 would not leave it to be done 
after my death, then the same shall revert to my heirs, whereas 
1 do mean the same to the Commonwealth, and then the 
Default thereof shall he to thl Rkm<oac h and Con- 

DEM NATION OP THE SAID CORPORATIONS A FORK GOD).” I 
confess that I find it difficult to *ee how the present represen¬ 
tatives of the Corpora^ ms whi perverted Gresham’s trust arc to 
escape from justly de*erving the curse pronounced against those 
Corporations, unless they conscientiously take steps to restore 
Gresham’s money to its proper uses. Let us hope that 
Gresham's curse may be realised in no more deadly form than 
that of an Act of Parliament repealing the former one which 
sanctioned the perversion of Gresham*# money. Such a sequel 
to the Report of the Commission which 1 ms recently inquired 
into the proceedings of the Corporation and Companies of the 
City of London is not unlikely. 

Whilst we should, I think, especially press upon public atten¬ 
tion the need for an institute of scientific research in London, and 
indicate the source from which its fund'* may be fitly derived, we 
taunt also urge the foundation of other institutes in the provinces 
upon the scale already sketched, because it is only by the exist¬ 
ence of numerous post*, and of a series of such posts—some of 
greater and some of less value, the latter more numerous than the 
former—that anything like a professional career for scientific 
workers can be constructed, U L especially necessary to consti¬ 
tute whit I have termed “ assistantsbipH,” that is, junior pests in 
which younger men assist and are trained by more experienced 
men. Even in the few institutions which do already exist 


additional provision of this kh4&wkat fa ifimfod 
anything else; so that there may $c> progressive 
the young student, and a sufficient field of trained inve*t%ste 
from which to select in filling up Che vacsnefos in more vfiwidple 
positions. \ i ' ,1 ' r 

I am well aware that ft wilt be said that the scheme wffifohl 
have proposed to you U gigantic and almost alarming in respect 
of the amount of money which it demands. One hundred onj£f 
sixty thousand pounds a year for biology alone must tcem, nof tb 
ray hearers, but to those who regard bkdogy as an amusing 
speculation—that is to say, who know little or nothing abopt 5 
—an extravagant suggestion. Unfortunately ft is also true'&at 
such persons are very numerous—in fact, constitute an over¬ 
whelming majority of the community; hut they ore becotftnjkg 
less numerous every day. The time.will come, it seems possible, 
when there w ill be more than cite member of the (fovernnfoiirf 
who will understand and appreciate the value of scientific 
restarch. There are already 4 few members of the House of 
Commons who are fully alive to its significance and importance. 

We may have to wait for the expenditure of t uch 0 .sum a* 

I have named, and possibly it may be derived ultimately from 
local rather than imperial sources, though I do not wee yrtty ft 
should be; yet I think it is a good thing to realise n<au 
that this is what we ought to expend in order to be on a ford 
with Germany. This apparently extravagant and unheard of 
appropriation of public money is actually made every year lit 
Germany * 

I think it is well to put the matter before you in this defi¬ 
nite manner, because I have reason to believe that even those 
whom we might expect to be well informed in regard to ouch 
matter*, are not so, and as a consequence there is not that keen 
sense of the inferiority and inadequacy of Englbh arrangements 
in these matters which one would gladly see actuating the con¬ 
duct of English statesmen. For ins:ance, only a few years ago, 
when speaking at Nottingham, the present Prime Minister, 
has taken ao active part m rearranging our universities* and baa* 
it is well known, much intere't in science and learning, stated 
that 27,0oo/. f the capital sum expended on the Nottingham 
College of Science, w as a very important contribution to the 
support of learning in this country, amounting, a* he mud ftejvd* 
able to state, from the perusal of official documents, to OS much 
as one-’hird of what w as *pent in Germany during the past year 
upon her numerous universities, which were so often held up t© 
England as an example of a well supported academical system* 
Now, 1 do not think that Mr. Gladstone can have everhadtb* 
opportunity of considering the actual facts with regard to Ger¬ 
man umversiiics, for he w as in this instance misled by the official 
return of expenditure on a single university, namely, that & 
Strasburg; the total annual expenditure on the twenty-one Ger¬ 
man universities being, in reality, about Sco.ooo/,* by the side 
of which a capital sum of 27,000/. looks very small indeed. I 
cannot but believe that if the facts were known to public; men, 
in reference to the expenditure incurred by foreign State* in 
.support of scientific inquiry, they would be willing to do some* 
thing in this country of a sufficient and statesmanlike character. 
As it is, the concessions which have been made in this direction 
appear to me to be in some instances not based upon a realty 
compreheiusive knowledge of the situation. Thus the tenlafwe 
grant of 4,000/. a year from the Treasury to the Royal 5 bdely , 
of London appears to me not to be a well-devised expitaft 
ment in the promotion of scientific research by means of grants 
of money, hecauxe it is on too small a scale to pretducedujf 
definite effect, and because the money cannot be rcKed pram 
from year to year as a permanent source of support to mfyr 
serious undertaking. ‘ ^ 

The Royal Society most laboriously and conscientiously doep 
its best to use this money to the satisfaction of tlife CMtfttiry* 
but the task thus assigned to it is one of nlmo&t invuimtmpt- 
able difficnlty. In fact, no such miniature experiments »$. 
needed. The experiment has been madfe on a forge s^tfew- 
Germany, and satisfactory results have been obiamed- Tbe 
reasonable course to pursue is to benefit by the e^peri«n<3e, aa 
to details and methods of admlnktratftnv obtained in tfo'cjww.: 
of the last sixty years in Germany, and to Apply umi exp«fo$9e 
to our pwn case. 1 1 

It is quite Hear that u the voluntary prlncipfo^cui 
towards the adequate endowment of acforific xqseiutA. 
endowments belonging to the country tntistbe applied 
qr else local pr inrnerfoi taxes mutt be the aouxeedt^^jami*;. 
tyty support Seeing that tlfo r^fnlta of 1 tvmmW 
of Imperial* and nor of focal value—it would',tem: ; 
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fyt imperial revenue should Jse devoted to 
k Infect, rn I astve before mentioned, the 
. ' ah' pnblte money has lung 

, and h in operation, ; 

it ary donations on the part of private persons can 
to constitute a fond which shall provide the requisite 
ttht for the scheme of biologic*! , institutes which 1 have 
1 (not to mention (hose required for other branches of 
i fit those who are Interested la the progress of scientific 
Micro may by individual effort do something, however 
owards placing research in a more advantageous position 
(OoWrtry. Supposing it were possible, as I am sanguine 
enough to believe that it is, to collect in the course of a year or 
tWo ROM private sources a sum of 20,000/. for the maintenance 
of a ItfoJogtcal laboratory and staff, it would be necessary, in 
i&pending so limited a sum, to aim at the provision of something 
watch would be likely to produce the largest and most obvious 
remit* in return for the outlay, and to benefit the largest numlwr 
of scientific observers in this department. 

t believe that it is the general opinion among biologists that 
there could be no more generally useful institution thus set in 
Operation than a biological laboratory upon the sea-coatt, which, 
bedrtcMts own permanent staff of officers, would throw open its 
resources to s-uch naturalists as might fro.u time to time be able 
(0 devote themselves to researches within its precincts. There 
is no such laboratory on the whole of the long line of British 
coast. At Naples thtre is Dr. DohrtA celebrated and invaluable 
laboratory, which is frequented by naturalists from all parts of 
the world ; at Trieste the Austrian Government supports such a 
laboratory ; at Concamemi, Roscoff, and Villefranohe, the French 
Government has such institutions ; at Beauf irt, in North Caro- 
Una, the Johns Hopkins University has its marine laboratory ; and 
at Newport, Professor Alexander Agassiz has arranged a very 
perfect institution also for the study of marine life. In spite of 
the great interest which Engli-h naturalists luve always taken in 
the-exploration of the sea and marine organisms—in spite of the 
fact that the success ami even the existence of our fisheries- 
industries to a large extent depends upon our gaining the know- 
which a well-organised laboratory of marine biology would 
help us to gain, there in actually no such institution in existence. 
Tfeis is not the occasion on which to explain precisely how and 
'what extent a laboratory of marine zo rfogy might he of 
XNdfohttl importance. 1 hope to see that matter brought betote 
the Section daring the course of our meeting. But 1 may 
point out now, that though it appears to me that the great need 
fur biological institutes to which I have drawn your attention, 
can Mf be met by private munificence, and must in the end he 
Arranged for l*y the continued action of the Government in carry¬ 
ing oat a policy to which it has for many years been committed, 
And which has been approved by Con ervatives and Liberals alike 
special institntion as a laboratory of marine biology, 
WVifigu* a temporary workshop to any and all of our numerous 
Students of the Important problems connected with the life of 
plan?* and aulmals, might very well be undertaken from 
prirtAe ftt nds. Should it be possible, on the occasion of this 
meeting of the British Association in Southport, to obtain some 
tito Of assistance towards the realisation of this project, I 
t we AhaH be able to congratulate ourselves on having done 
thing; though small perhaps in amount, towards making 

..._/ provision for biological research, and therefore something 

towards the advancement of science. 

Jn conclusion, let me say that, in advocating to-day the claim 
** biological science to * far greater measure of support than it 
'ires at present from the public hinds, I have endeavoutud to 
i that claim chiefly on fne ground of the obvious utility *© 
^community of that kind of knowledge which is cal Jed biology. 
U "T6 endeavoured to meet the opposition of those who object 
s interference of the State wherever it ipay be possible to 
i the end in view without such interference, but who profess 
iselves willing to see public money expended in promoting 
■ which are of real importance to the country, and which 
i hO, trusted to the Vohmtary enterprise arising from the 
*m of the Jaws of self-preservation and the struggle for 
, t There we, however, it seems to m* further reasons for 
t i thorough and practical recbgidtton by the State of the 
f spumtinc research, There are not wanting persons of 
tt!tw«g|j^ who hate pxfqeived realised the value 

i-hitoswew which is called scie&oe, and of Us methods, 
t are mUfottfrt© ie*^*in mther that to aidthe growth of 
OWWge. They find insdenfec somethtog tntmicll to their 
, and aM^diiig^ either Condemn It as dangerous 



and untrustworthy, or encourage themselves to treat is with ton* 
tempt by asserting that 44 after all, science counts for very little ** 
—a statement which is unhappily 'true in one seme, though 
totally untrue when it is intended to signify that the progress of 
science it not a matter which profoundly influences every factor 
in the well-being of the community. Among&twtth ptopie there 
is a positive hatred of science, which finds expression in their 
exclusion of it, even at this day, from the ordinary curriculum 
of public school education, and in the baseless though oft-repeated 
calumny that science is hostile to art, and is responsible for all 
that b harsh, ugly, and repulsive in modern life; To tuck 
opponents of the advancement of science, it is of little use to 
offer explanations and argument* But we may, wheu we reflect 
on their instinctive hostility and the misrepresentation* of science 
and the scientific spirit which it leads them to disseminate, console 
ourselves by bringing to mind what science really is, and what 
truly is the nature of ihat calling in which a man who makes new 
knowledge is engaged. 

They mock at the botanist as a pedant, and the zoologist as a 
monomaniac*, they execrate the physiologist as a monster of 
cruelty, and brand the geologist as a blasphemer j chemistry is 
held re*}X)mible for the abomination of aniline dye* and the 
pollution of rivers, and physics tor the dirt and misery of great 
factory town?. By these unbelievers science Is declared respon¬ 
sible for individual eccentricities of character, as well as for the 
sins erf the commercial utilise™ of new knowledge. The pursuit 
of science is said to produce a dearth of imagination, incapa¬ 
bility of enjoying the beauty either of nature or of art, scorn of 
literary culture, arrogance, irreverence, vanity, and the aadrftioii 
of personal glorification. 

such are the charges From lime to time made by those who 
dislike science, and tor such ieasonv they would w ithhold, and 
persuade others to withhold, the fair measure of support for 
scientific research which this country owes to the community uf 
civilised States. Not in reply to the>e misrepresentation*-, hut 
by way of contrast, I would here state what science seems to be 
to those who arc on the other side, and how, therefore, it >ems 
to them wrong to delay in doing all that the wealth and power 
of the State can do to promote its progress. 

Science is not a name applicable to any one branch of know ¬ 
ledge, but includes all knowledge which is of a certain order or 
scale of completeness. All knowledge which Is deep enough to 
touch the causes of thing-, is Science; all inquiry into the causes 
of things is scientific inquiry. It is not only co-exunsive with 
the area of human knowledge, but no branch of it can advance 
far without reacting upon other branches; no department of 
Science can be neglected without sooner or later causing a check 
to other departments. No man can truly say this branch of 
Science is Uhtful and shall be cultivated, whilst this is worthies* 
and shall be let alone ; for all are necessary, and one grows by 
the aid of another, and in turn furnishes method* and results 
assisting in the progress of that from which it lately borrowed. 

We,desire the increase and the support and the acceptance of 
Science, not only heeause it has a certain material value and 
enables men to bottle with the forces of nature and to turn them 
to account, so as to increase both the intensity and the extension 
of healthy human life: that is a good reason, and for some 
persons, it may be, the only reason. But there is something to 
be said beyond this. 

The pursuit of scientific discovery, the making of new know¬ 
ledge, gratifies an appetite which, from whatever cause it may 
arise, is deeply Seated nr Oman’s nature, and indeed is the most 
distinctive of bis propertifii Man owes this intense desire to 
know the nature of thing*; smothered though it often be bv 
Other cr*vings which he shares with the brutes, to an inherited 
nape-perception stronger than the reasoning faculty of the 
individual. When ottce aroused and in a measure gratified, this 
desire becomes a guiding passion. The instinctive tendency to 
search out the ewisea of things gradually strengthening as 
generation after generation of men have stumbled and airtt^ekd 
in ignorance, has at last become ah active and widely extending 
force: it ha* given ri*e to a new faith. 

To obey this instinct—that is, to aid in the production of new 
knowledge-la the keehew and the purest pleasure of which man 
is capable, greater than that derived from the exercise of his 
animal faculties, ^ proportion asmon's mind is something greater 
and f urther developed than the mind of brutes. It is in itself 
ah umoixed good, the one thing which commend* itself a* still 
u worth while '* when all other employments and delight* prove 
themselves Ktale and unprofitable. 

Arrdgpntf and foolish as those men hive Appeared who, in 



time > ufpetseontim and W the midst of a contemptuous iocety, 
have, with to ardent proportioned to the prevailing negiaet, 
pursued soma apodal Hoe of scientific inquiry, it U nevertfidaw 
true that in it tie if, apart from special social conditions, Science 
most develop in a community which honours and desires it before 
all things, qualities and characteristics which are the highest, the 
most human of human attribute*. These are, firstly, the fearless 
love and unflinching acceptanqg of truth; hopeful patience; that 
trqe humility which is content not to know what cannot be 
known, yet labour* and waits; love of Nature, who is not less, 
but more, worshipped by those who know her best; love of the 
human brotherhood for whom and with whom the growth of 
Science is desired and effected. 

^ No one can trace the limits of Science, nor the possibilities of. 
happiness both of mind and bjdy which it may bring in the 
future to mankind. Boundless though the prospect is yet the 
minutest contribution to tbe onward growth has its absolute and 
unassailable value ; once made it can never be lost; its effect is 
for ever In the history of man 

Art* perish, and the noblest works which artists give to the 
world. Art (though the source of great and noble delights) can- 
not create nor perpetuate; it embodies only that which already 
exls s inhuman experience, whil t the results of its highest flights 
ore doomed to decay and sterility. A vam regret, a constant effort 
to emulate or to imitate the past, is tbe Suing and laudable 
characteristic of Art at the present day. There is, inheed, no 
truth in the popular partition of human affairs between Science and 
Art as between two antagonistic or even comparable interests; but 
the contrast which they present in j joints such as those just 
mentioned is forcible, bcience is essentially creative ; new 
knowledge—the experience and understanding of things which 
were previously non-existent for man's intelligence^ U its Constant 
achievement. And these creations never perish; the new is 
built on and incorporates the old; there is no turning back to 
recover what taut lapsed through age; the oldest discovery is 
even fresher than the new, yielding in ever increasing number 
new results, in which it is itself reproduced and perpetuated, as 
the parent in the child. 

Tnis, then, is tbe faith which has taken shape in proportion 
as the innate desire of man for more knowledge has averted 
itself—namely, that there is no greater good than the increase 
of Science ; that through it all other good will follow. Good 
a* Science is in itself, tie desire and search for it is even better, 
raising men above vile things and worthless competitions to a 
duller life and keener enjoyments. Through it we believe that 
man wilt be saved from misery and degradation, not merely ac¬ 
quiring new material powers, but learning to use and to guide 
his life with understanding. Through Science he will be freed 
from the fetters of superstition; through faith in Science he 
will acquire a new and enduring delight in the exercise of 
his capacities j he will gain a zest and interest in life such as 
the present phase of culture fails to supply. 

In opposition to the view that the pursuit of Science can ob¬ 
tain a strong hold upon human life, it may be argued, that on 
no reasonable ground can it appear a necessary or advantageous 
thing to the individual man to concern himself with the growth 
and progress of that which is merely likely to benefit the dis¬ 
tant posterity of the human race. Our reply i->: Let those who 
contend for the reasonableness of human motive* develop, if 
they can, any theory of human conduct in which reasonable 
self-interest shall be man's guide. We do not contend for any 
such theory. By reasoning we may explain and trace the de¬ 
velopment of human nature, but we cannot change it by any 
such process- It is demonstrably unreasonable for the individual 
man, guided by self-interest, to share the dangers and privation* 
of his brother-man, and yet, in common with many lower 
animals, be ha* an inherited quality which makes it a pleasure 
to him to do so; it is unreasonable for the mother to protect her 
offspring, and yet it is the natural and inherited quality of 
mothers to derive pleasure from doing so; it is unreasonable 
for the half-starved poor to aid their w holly starving brethren, 
and yet such compassion is natural and pleasurable to those who 
Show it, and is the constant rule of life. Unreasonable though 
these thing! are from the point of view of individual self- 
interest, yet they are done because to do them is pleasurable, to 
leave them undone a pain. The race has, a* it were, in these 
respects befooled the Individual, and in the course of evolution 
has planted in him, in it* own interests, an irrational capacity 
for hiking pleasure in doing that which no reasoning in regard 
to self-interest could justify* As with these lower and more 
widely distributed instincts, shared by man with some lower 


ftOghil animals, so 

soaable or not, it has .hr tbe tows he&ojhy and, sritirifem 
become part of ns and exists.* its-operai^A is 
race 1 ; its gratification is a souths keen 
Individual—an end in itself* We toft? safely count X* 

a factor m human nature; it is in our power to 
develop it, or, on the other hand* to starve and distort 
while* though to do so is to waste time in opposisg lbe 
irresistible. ' v/ * 

As day by day the old-fashioned stimulus to the higher nfo 
lows the dread control which it once exerdavd oyer the thcttg&a 
of men, the pursuit of wealth and the indulgence in Icnitim 
gratification* of sense become to an increasing number the.chief 
concerns of their mental life. Such occupations fail to satisfy 
tbe deco desires of humanity; they become wearisome end 
meaningless, go that we hear men questioning whether life 
worth living. When the dreams ana aspirations of the youthful 
world have last their old significance ana their strong 
raise men's lives, it will be well for that community which has 
organised in time a following of and a reverence for an ideal 
Good, which may serve to lift the national mind above the JpvXl 
of sensuality and to insure a belief in the hopefulness and wtyth 
of life. The faith in Science can fill this place—the progress of 
Science is an ideal Good, sufficient to exert this gJPpat 
influence. 

It is for this reason more than any other, a* it seems to those 
who hold this faith, that the progress and diffusion of aejaatifie 
research, it* encouragement and reverential nurture, should be 
a chief business of ibe community, whether collectively or 
individually, at the present day. 


Department ef Anthropology 

Address by William Pengrlly, F.K.S., T.G.S.* Vice- 
President of the Section. 

Anthropology, on o? e of its numerous sides, marches with 
geoh gy; and hence it is, no doubt, that I, (or many year* a 
labourer very near thU somewhat ill-defined bonder, have been 
invited to aisist my friends and neighbour* in the work which 
he- before them during the Association week. I have the mop® 
cheerfully accepted the invitation from a vivid recollection ifcht* 
when on a few occasion* I have come uninvited into this Depart¬ 
ment, my reception has been so very cordial as to lead me tank 
myself whether the reports which for many year* (1&64 to 
I laid annually before my geological brethren did not derive 
their chief interest from their anthropological bearings and 
teachings. 

In 1858—1 quarter of a century ago—I hod the pleasure of 
reading to the Geological Section of the 
public communication on the exploration, then in progress of 
Brixham Cavern (more correctly, Brixham Windmill fflti Cavern); 
and as any interest connected with that paper lay entirely la the 
evidence it contained of the inosculation and contemporaneity Of 
human industrial relics, of a rude character, with remains of 
certain extinct mammals, I purpose on this occasion to lay 
before the Department a few thoughts, retrospective apd pror 
spective, which may be said to radiate from that exploration* 
confining zn self mainly to South Devon. , , 

Probably nothing will better show the apparent apathy .end 
scepticism with which, up to i8$S, all geological evidence ofjhe 
antiquity of man was received by British geologists .gbtym 
than the following statement of flits j— j ! ^ 

About the beginning of the second quarter of the present 
century tbe late Rev. J, MacEnery made Kent's Cavern, or 
Kent's Hole, near Torquay, famous by hi* researches and 41 ^ 
covaries there. He not only found dint implements Iwuwwt a 
thick continuous sheet of stalagmite, bat, after a inept qawsM 
and painstaking investigation m the presence of mftaeatel, 
arrived at the conclusion that the dints u were deposed tat thfe* 
deep position before the eraitkm of the stakf^teTdAoMA 
Devon* 330); and when it was suggested Ity Mpty*! 

Dr. Bucklaad, to whom he at once gad without reservation 
nmnicAted ail hi* discoveries* that "the ancient/'mot 
scooped out ovens in the stalagmite, and that throng^ 
knives got admission to the i dthrytom/ °. be Hr 

bold to say that in nowstimee have ldfecoverqd |mijl|Pr. 
" breaches or ovens is, the .floor, fratf 
stalagmite differed uniformly overth* ' 





tot# to &xm & from so high aauuthority, 
(y to ft®» myconcarrenoe generally in his 
metm of thwecam, which three years' 
baa in almost every instance enabled me to 


^ flllria, pm rhaps, not surprising that Dr. Buckland, one of the 
kiftfibig gephyists of hit day, should be too tenacious of his 
O$s 4 po» and feel too secure in hit position to yield to the stAte* 
menhtmi arguments of his comparatively young friend MacEnery, 
then scarcely known to the scientific world. 

that the position taken by Backload retarded the progress of 
truth, and was calculated to check the ardour of research, is 
"apparently certain, apd much to be regretted ; bat it should be 
tefcMmbered that, at least, as early on 1819 be taught that "the 
tw# great points ... of the low antiquity of the human race, 
and toe universality of a recent deluge, are most satisfacorily 
confirmed by everything that has yet been brought to light by 
geological investigations'* {" Vindicias Geologic*, p. 24); that 
early in 1822 he reiterated and emphasised these opinions in hi« 
famous Kirkdale paper {Phil. Tram, for 1822, pp. 171-236), 
which the Royal Society "crowned with the Copley medal” 
( Quart, Journ. Geol . Soc. vol. xiii. p. xxxiiu); that in 1823, 
having amplified and revised this paper, he published it as an 
independent quarto volume under the attractive title of "Reliquiae 
Diluvianac/’ of which he issued a second edition in 1824; and 
that, though his acquaintance with Kent’s Cavern was much less 
Intimate than that of MacEnery, he, nevertheless, was, of the 
two, the earlier worker there, and in fact had discovered a flint 
Implement in it before MacEnery had ever teen that or any 
other cavern—the first tool of the kind found in any cavern, it is 
believed, and which in all probability was met * ith under cir¬ 
cumstances not in conflict with his published opinion on the low 
antiquity of man. 1 confess that under such circumstances, 
human nature being what it is, the line followed by Dr. BuckJand 
seems to me to have been that which mo4 men would have 
pursued. 

It was, at any rate, the line to which he adhered as late, at 
least, as 1837, tor in his well-known 11 Bridgewater Treatise," pub¬ 
lished that year, after describing his visit to the caverns near 
famous through the dLcoverifs of Dr. SchmerJing, he 
said, 44 The human nones found in these caverns are in a state of 
less decay than those of the extinct species of beasts; they are 
accompanied by rude flint knives and other instruments of flint 
And bone, and are probably derived from uncivilised tribes that 
inhabited toe caves. Some of the human bones may also be the 
remains of individuals who, in more recent times, have been 
buried in such convenient repositories. M. Schmerling . . . 
expresses his opinion that these human bones are coeval with 
(ho** of the quadrupeds, of extinct species, found with them; 
00 Opinion from which the author, after a careful examination of 
Hi SchmerlingV collection, entirely dissents* 1 (op. cit , f. 602). 

It may be doubted, however, whether his faith in these, his 
early, convictions remained unshaken to the end. I have fre¬ 
quently been told by one of his contemporary professors at 
Oxford, who knew him intimately, tout Buckland shrank from 
toe task of preparing for the press new editions of his " Reliquiae 
Dftuvisn® * and his " Bridgewater Treatise." " The work, he 
said, 41 would be not editing, but rewriting.” 

Mr. MacEnery intended to publish hia 44 Cavern Researches ” 
in one volume quarto, illustrated with thirty plates. In what 
appears to have been his second prospectus, unfortunately not 
‘ i dated, he said, 44 The Hudtedcirculatkw of works of this nature, 
Ml by no means equal to the expenses attendant on the 
-0mm$k®n of so large a aeries*' (of plates], 44 the author is obliged 
to depart from his original plan, and to solicit the support of 
toawE who may feelaaloterest in the result of his researches.' J 

U reason believe that at least twenty-one of the 
P^des went ready, and that toe rough copy of much of his 
iftOOtridript was written; but that# too support he solicited not 
bdh|^tothcoming, the idea df ttabtohlhg bid to be abandoned 


tion tan be observed whereby tot human can be separated from 
the other rellquite * {TkUt. p. 444). 

He added, ,a My own researches were constantly conducted in 
parts of toe cave which had never lujen disturbed, and in every 
instance the bones were procured from beneath a thick covering 
of stalagmite; so far, then, the bones and works of man must 
have been Introduced into the cave before the flooring of stalag¬ 
mite had been formed " {Ibid. p. 446}. 

Though these important and emphatic statements were so 
fortunate as to be committed to the safe keeping of print with 
but little delay, and under toe moat favourable circumstances, 
they appear neither to have excited any interest, nor indeed to 
have received much, if any, attention. 

In X846, the Torquay Natural History Society appointed a 
Committee, consisting of Dr. Battersby, Mr. Vivian, and myself 
—all tolerably familiar with the statements of Mr. MacEnery 
and Mr. Austen—to make a few diggings in Kent's Cavern for 
the purpose of obtaining specimens tor their museum. The 
work, though more or less desultory and unsystematic, was by 
no means carelessly done, and the Committee were unanimously 
and perfectly satisfied that the objects they met with had been 
deposited at the same time as the matrix in which they were 
inhumed. At the close of their investigation they drew up a 
report which was printed in the Torquay Directory for November 
6 , 1846 (see Trans. Dtvon. Assoc . x. 162). Its substance, em¬ 
bodied in a paper by Mr. Vivian, was read to the Geological 
Society of London on May 12, 1847, as well as to toe British 
Association in the succeeding June, and the following abstract 
was printed in the Report of the Association for that year 
(p. 73) 

"The important point that we have established is, that relics 
of human art are found beneath the unbroken floor of stalagmite. 
After taking every precaution, by sweeping the surface, and 
examining most minutely whether there were any traces of the 
floor having been previously disturbed, we broke through the 
solid stalagmite in three different parts of the cavern, and in 

each instance found flint knives.In the spot where the 

most highly finished specimen was found, the passage was so 
low that it was extremely difficult, with quarrymen's tools and 
good workmen, to break through the crust; and the supposition 
that it had been previously disturbed is impossible." 

It will be borne in mind that the Same paper was read the 
month before to the Geological Society. The Council of that 
body, being apparently unprepared to print in their Quarterly 
Journal the statements it contained, contented themselves with 
the following notice, given here in its entirety (op. cit . Hi. 
353 ) : “- 

“ On Kent's Cavern, near Torquay," by Mr. Edward Vivian.— 
44 In this paper an account was given of some recent researches 
in that cavern by a committee or the Torquay Natural History 
Society, during which the bones of various extinct species of 
animals were found in several situations;" 

It will be observed that the "flint knives” were utterly ig¬ 
nored, a fact rendered the more significant by the following 
announcement on the wrapper of the journal:— 44 The Editor of 
the Quarterly Journal is directed to make it known to toe 
public that the authors alone are responsible for the facts and 
opinions contained in their respective papers.” 

Such, briefly, were the principal researches in Kent's Cavern, 
at intervals from 1825 to 1847. Their reception was by no 
means encouraging; Mr, MacEnery, after incurring very con- 


MacEnery, after incurring very con- 


toe gwtiogyof the sodto-east of 
racoons# the Ttommcfious at the Society In '1842 

433 - 4 $?^ Sotttolng nf hk own researches in 
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riderable expense, was under toe necessity of abandoning the 
intention of publishing his 14 Caveto Researches \ ” Mr. Austen's 
paper, though printed unabridged, was given to an apathetic, 
unbelieving world, and was apparently without effect; and Mr. 
Vivian’s paper, virtually the report by a committee of which he 
was & member, was cut down to four lines of a harmless, unex¬ 
citing character. 

For some years nothing occurred to break toe quietude, which 
but for an unexpected discovery on the southern snore of Torbay 
would probably have remained to this day. 

Early In 1858 the workmen engaged in a limestone quarry on 
'Windmill Bill* overhanging the fishing town of Brixham In 
South Devon, broke unexpectedly a hole through what proved 
to be the roof of an unknown and unsuspected cavern, I visited 
it very Soon after to# dfccovery, and secured to myself toe re¬ 
fusal of a lease to inoludc the right of exploration. AS the 
story of this cavem ha* been told at some length elBeWhere 
(see Phil. Trams, tfxiii. 471-573 ; or Trans. Devon. Assoc* vi. 
775-8$$). it Srili hefo suffice to say that at the instance of the 
late Dr, H, Falconer, the eminent palaeontologist, the subject 
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whs taken up veryoordiaUy by the Royal and Geological So? 
clerics of London a Committee was appointed by the latter 
body, the exploration was placed under the sapermtoodence of, 
Mr, (now Prof.) Prestwick and myself, a ad. Mag the only resi- 
dent member or the Committee, the actual superintendence fell 
of neomrity to me. 

The following facts connected^ith this cavern were no doubt 
influential in leading to the decision to have it explored 

1. It was a virgin cave which had been hermetically sealed 
during an incalculably long period, the last previous event in its 
history being the introduction of a reindeer antler, found at¬ 
tached to the upper surface of the stalagmitic floor. It was 
therefore free from the objection urged sometimes against Kent's 
Cavern, that, having been known from time immemorial, and 
up to 1825 always open to all comers, it had perhaps been ran. 
sacked again and again, 

a. It was believed, and it proved, to be a comparatively very 
small cavern, so that its complete exploration was not likely to 
require a large expenditure of time or of money. 

It will be seen that the exploration was placed under circum¬ 
stances much more likely to command attention than any of 
those which had preceded it. It was to be carried on under the 
auspices of the Royal and Geological Societies, by a Committee 
consisting of Mr. S. H. Beckles, Mr. G, Busk, Rev. R. Everest, 
Dr. H, Falconer, Mr. God win-Austen, Sir C, Lyell, Prof, 
Owen, Dr, J, Percy, Mr, J. Prestwick, Prof, (now Sir A. C.) 
Ramsay, and myself—all relic wh of the Geological Society, 
and almost all of them of the Royal Society also. 

It was impossible not to feel, however, that the mode of ex¬ 
ploration must be such as would not merely satisfy those actually 
engaged in the work, but such as would command for the results 
which might be obtained the acceptance of the scientific world 
generally. Hence I resolved to have nothing whatever to do 
with 1 * trial pits " here and there, or with shafts to be sunk in 
selected places ; but, first, to examine and remove the stalagmite 
floor; then the entire bed immediately below (if not of incon¬ 
venient depth) horizontally throughout the entire length of the 
cavern, ox go far as practicable; this accomplished, to proceed 
in like manner with the next lower bed ; and so on until all the 
deposits had been removed, 

This method, uniformly followed, was preferable to any 
other, because it would reveal the general stratigraphycal order 
of the deposits, with the amount and direction of such “ dip " 
a» they might have, as well as any variations in the thickness of 
the beds; It Would afford the only chance of securing all the 
fossils, and of thus ascertaining, not only the different kinds of 
animals represented in the cave, but also the ratios which the 
numbers of individuals of the various species bore to one 
another, as well as all peculiar or noteworthy collocations; it 
would disclose the extent, character, and general features of the 
cavern itself; it was undoubtedly the least expensive mode of 
exploration ; and it would reader it almost impossible to ref?r 
bones or indications oF human existence to wrong beds, depths, 
or associations. 

The work was begun in July, 1858, and closed ,at the end of 
twelve mouths, when the cavern had practically been completely 
emptied ; an official report was printed in the Philosophical 
Transactions for 1S73, and all the specimens have been handed 
over to the British Museum, 

The paper on the subject mentioned at the beginning of this 
address was read in September, 1858, during the meeting of the 
Association at Leeds, when I had the pleasure of stating that 
eight fUnt tools had already been found m various parts of the 
cavern, all of them inosculating with bones of mammalia, at 
depths varying from nine to forty-two inches in the cave-earth, 
on which lay a sheet of stalagmite from three to eight inches 
thick, and haying within it and on it relics of lion* hyeena, bear, 
mammoth* rhinoceros, and reindeer. 

It toon became obvious that the geological apathy previously 
tpoken of had been rather apparent than real. In fact, geolo* 
gw were found to have been not so much disinclined to enter¬ 
tain the question of human antiquity as to doubt the trustworthi* 
ness of the evidence which had previously been offered to them 
on the subject. It was felt* moreover, that the Brixham evidence 
made it worth while, and indeed a duty, to re-examine that ffom 
Kent's Cavern, as well as that said to have been met with in 
river deposits in the valley of the Somme and elsewhere. 

The first fruits, 1 believe* of this awakening wav a paper by 
Mr. Prestwich, read to the Royal Society, May 26, 1859, on 
the ocpirrence of flint implements, associated with the remains 
of animals of extinct species in beds of a late geological period, 


hi France at Amiens and Abbeviaa, and 4* 

(PM* 7hw*, forf Thfcimj fafrtoifafctesfah 
Sioit evidence that Brixham Cavern hodhod m small fasaefa 


tsporing its author to u nd ert a ke the investigation, w 
to his own great reputation and reso u nd M/ Bmteber tie Fttfeea 
from undeserved neglect ** It was net,” eays Mr. Bsaefafat^ 

** Until t had myself witnessed tfowon^tdons wrisr which tbsfa 
flint implements had been found at Brixham, that I became fatty 
impressed with the validity of the doubts thrown 'toon the pre¬ 
viously prevailing opinions with respect to each redsetuf fa 
caves” (op. ci f . p. 280). 

Sir C. Lyell, too, in his address to the Geological Sectioa of 
the British Association, at Aberdeen, in September, 1859, said, 

“ The facts recently brought to light during the systemariefa- 
vestigatlon, as reported on by Dr. Falconer* of the Brixham 
Cave, must, I think, have prepared you to admit that scept ic i s m 
in regard to the cave evidence is favour of the antiquity of mats 
hod previously been pushed to an extreme" (Report Brit . dwa. 
1859, Trans. Sects, p. 93). 

It is probably unnecessary to quote further to show how very 
large a .share the exploration at Brixham had in Impressing the 
scientific world generally with foe value and importance of the 
geological evidence of man’B antiquity. That impression, begin 
as we have seen in 1858, has not only lasted to the present day* 
but has probably not yet culminated. It has produced numerous 
volumes, crowds of papers, countless articles in reviews aad 
magazines, in various countries ; and, perhaps in order to show 
how very popular the subject became almost immediately, it is 
onty necessary to state that Sir C. Lyell's great work on the 
“ Antiquity of Man" was published in February, 1863; the 
second edition appeared in the following April, and the third 
followed in the succeeding November—‘three editions of a bulky 
scientific work in less than ten months ! A fourth edition Was 
published in May, 1873. 

Few, it may be presumed, can now doubt that those who 
before 1858 believed that our fathers had under-estimated human 
antiquity, and fought for their belief, have at length obtained a 
victory. Nevertheless, every anthropologist has doubtless from 
time to time 

“ Heard the distant «*d random gun 
That the foe waa sullenly firing/' 

The “ foe," to speak metaphorically, seems to consist of very 
irregular forces, Occasionally unfair but never dangerous, Some- 
times very amusing, and frequently but badly armed or without 
any real armour. The Spartan Uw which fined a citizen heavily 
for noing into battle unarmed was probably a very wise one. 

For example, and dropping a metaphor, a pamphlet published 
in 1877 contains the following passages—“With regard to all 
these suppo ed flint implements and spear- and arrow heads found 
in various places, it may be well to mention here the frank fan* 
fewsion of Dr, Carpenter. He baa told us from the presidential 
chair of the Royal Academy that 1 No logical proof nm be 
adduced that the peculiar shapes of these flints were given than* 
by human hands’'' (see 4 Is the Book Wrong? A Question far 
Sceptics,' by Hely H. A Smith, p. 26). The words ascribed 
to Dr. Carpenter are put within inverted commas, and are the 
whole of the quotation from him. I was a good deal mystified 
on first reading them, for while it seemed likely that The presi¬ 
dent spoken of wan the well known member of this Association 
—Dr. W, B. Carpenter—it was difficult to account for his bring 
in the presidential chafer of the Royal Academy* end not easy to 
understand what the Royal Academy had to do with flfat Imple¬ 
ments. A little search, however, showed that the address vfak 
Dr. W. B. Carpenter delivered in 1872 finote .the preasdetttiol 
chair of, not the Royal Academy, but the British Association, 
contained the actual words quoted, followed immediately by 
others which the author of the pamphlet found R incenywrienX 
to include in his quotation. Dr. Carpenter, speaking of 
mon sense," referred, by way of iUu«tretton, to the Imple¬ 
ments" of the Abbeville and Andens gtmvel beds, and remarked, 
“No logical proof can be adduced that the pecaUwr sfapfaof 
them flints were given to thpm by Homan hands 3 but 4m toy 
unprejudiced person now doubt U? ” {fi&prt JMt* 4 pP*r sfftty 
p. )m.). Dt. Carpenter, after sonrefartiNK* wnwrim 
imptamenta,'' concluded iris paragraph respecting fate* * 4 tirfaa 
following words r—“ Thus whatw&sln the first ifatanoe atotifar 
of discussion, bag now became one offbose 'self-evident jftor 
positions which claim the unhesitating ament of. all ■ 
opinion on the subject h entitled tofaeWrt weight ** ; 

It cannot be doubted that, tokfa fa faefair«*, fast Ufarifa,: 
taken as every lover of trttfe tod fafatfttt topuM aad maridfafa 
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Carpenter** lforo^phwwdd produce on the sited of the 
miter * werydidteeaf effect to that likely, mod no doubt 
intended* to be produced by ibe mutilated rondo* of it given in 
thtfiMMkbt. 

l : *Jk second edition of the piapUet bn* been giro* totbe world, 
Vtm Carpenter is Mill is* the presidential chair of the Royal j 
Academy, ami the quotation from hi* address is a* conveniently 
sheet as before. 

It would be easy to bring together a large number of similar 
modoaof ^defending the cause of troth use the words of 
the pamphlet jttst noticed—but space and time forbid. 

1 cannot, however, forego the pleasure of introducing the 
f Awing recent and probably novel explanation of cavern phe¬ 
nomena. In 1863 my attention was directed to two articles, by 
one and the same writer, on M bone*Cave Phenomena." The 
writer** theme was professedly the Victoria Cave, near Settle, 
Yorkshire, which he pays was an old Roman lead mine, but hri 
remarks are intended to apply to bone-caves in general. He 
takes a very early opportunity in the second article of stating 
that M WediftU have to take care to distinguish between what i* 
truly indicated in the * science ’ view from what are purely 
imaginary exaggerations of its natural and historical pheno¬ 
mena ; and he no doubt believes that he has taken this c*re. 

“ We have now,” he pays, ** to present our own view of the 
Victoria Cave and the phenomena connected with it, prernUing 
that a great many of the old mines in Exiro]>e were opened by 
Phoenician colonists and metal workers, a thousand years before 
the Romans had set foot in Britain, which accounts for the 
various floors of stalagmite found in most CAves, and aho for the 
variety of groups of bones embedded in them. The animals 
represented by them when living were not running wild about 
the hills devouring each other, as science men suppose, but the 
useful auxiliaries and trained drudges of the miners in their 
work. Some of them, as the bear, had simply been hunted and 
used for food, and others of a fierce character, ns the hyaena, to 
frighten and keep in awe the native Britons. The larger .••pecies 
of mammalia, as the elephant, the rhinoceros and hippopotamus, 
and beasts foreign to the country, the Romans, no less than the 
Phoenicians, had every facility in bringing with them in their 
ships of commerce from Carthage, orothw of the African ports. 
These, with the native horse, ox, and stag* which are always 
found in larger numbers in the caves than the remains of foreign 
animals, all worked peacefully together in the various oj>eraUom 
of the mines. ... T he hippopot amus, although amphibious, ua 
a grand beast for heavy work, such as mining, quarrying, or 
road-making, and his keeper would take care that he was com¬ 
fortably lodged in a tank of water during the night, ... '1 he 
phenomena of the Victoria Cave Lead Mine differ in no material 
respect from those of hundreds of others, whether of lead, copper, 
silver, or iron, worked in Roman and pre-Roman times in all 
part* of J&urope. Its tunnels have all been regularly quarried 
and muted, not by ancient seas, but by the hands of hi* one man. 
Double openings have lw>en made in every case for convenient 
ingress and egress, during the process of excavation. Its road* 
way* bad Wen levelled, and holes mode up with breccia, gravel, 
sand, and bones of beast* that had succumbed to tod, on which 
sledges, trolleys, atnd waggons could glide or run. ... Near 
the entrance inside Victoria Cave were found the usual beds 
of charcoal and the hearths for refining the metal, while «k»t by 
on the hillside may ttill be seen the old kilns in which the men 
‘rotated’ the metallic ores and burned Urne." 

Should any one be disposed to ascribe these articles to some 
master of the art of joking, it need only be replied that they 
appeared In a religious. journal (The Champion of the Faith 
agaimt Current infidelity for April so, and May si, 1882 vol, i. 
pp, 3 axul 26), with the writer's name appended; and that 
I have reason to believe they were written seriously and in 
earnest. 

tt bus been already intimated that Brixham Cavern has secured 
a somewhat prominent place te literature 1 and it can scarcely 
, be Btediul to add that some of the prhtted statement* respecting 
itv*ro not quite correct. The following instances of inaccuracy 
iterirbatake*as simples 1— 

x&e late Frof. Ansted, describing Brixham Cavern fo 1861, 
irfd, ** Jirtfca middle of the cavern* under stalagmite itself, and 
actually fKteogkd with an muter of a reindeer mid the bones of 
thegtW eavera beAKv wme found rude sculptared flint*, such as 
wkoow* \o have been used by Ravages ia moat pacts of the 
wfliM <* {'‘■OnkyAtM OsSS," p. «*). ■ . . ' 

'J : sprite wUhiOMmattMK, thtMtkr, of 

< '«&•«**« tew. «M tte fltetramt teve teen kB tying together 


A* a matter of fact, however, die antler was on the upper sur¬ 
face of the sheet or stalagmite, white all the relics of the cave 
hear and all the ftmts were in detrital beds below that sheet. 
Again, the flints nearest the bear 1 * bone* in question were two 
in number; they were twelve feet sxtfh of the bones, and fifteen 
inches less deep in the bed. There was no approach to 
eoUngtematt. 

Should it be suggested that it is scarcely necessary to correct 
errors on scientific questions in works, like “ Geological Gossip, b 
professedly popular and intended for the million, I should ven¬ 
ture to express the opinion that the strictest accuracy is specially 
required in such books, as the great majority of their readers ate 
entirely at the mercy of the compilers. Thobe who read scien¬ 
tific hooks of a higher class are much more capable of taking 
care of themselves. 

Prof. Amted's slip found its way into a scientific journal, 
where it was made the basis of a speculation (see Geologist , 1861, 
p. 246). 

The most recent noteworthy inaccuracies connected with this 
fatuous cavern are, so far as 1 am aware, two in the Engli-h 
edition of Prof. N. JolyV “ Man before Metals " (1883). 

According to the first, “ An entire left hind leg of Urms 
sptl/eus was found lying above the incrustation of stalagmite 
which covered the bones of other extinct species and the carved 
flints" (p. 52). 

It is only necessary in reply to this to repeat what has been 
already stated : all the bones of cave-bear found in the cavern 
were in beds bdov, ifie stalagmite. 

The following quotation from the sa ne work contains the 
second inaccuracy, or, more correctly, group of inacciuacies, 
mentioned above : ** We may mention among others the civeat 
Brixham, where, associated with fragments of rude pottery and 
l>ones of extinct species, heaps of oyster shells and other salt¬ 
water mollusks occur, as well as fish-bones of the genus scams * 9 
(p. 104). 

1 am afraid there is no way of dealing with this paragraph 
except that of meeting all its statements w ith unqualified denials. 
In short, Brixham Windmill Hill Cavern contained no pottery of 
any kind whatever, not a single oyster-shell, nor even ft solitary 
lx>ne of any specie* of fish. One common limpet shell was the 
only relic of a marine organism met with in the eavern. 

As already intimated, the result of the r* searches at Brixham 
quickened a de-ire to re-examine the Kent's Cavern evidence, 
and this received ft considerable stimulus from the publication of 
Sir C. LyclI's “Antiquity of Man” in 1863. Having in the 
meantime made a careful survey of the cavern, and ascertained 
that there wa* a very large area in which the deposits were 
certainly intact, to say nothing of unsuspected branches which in 
all probability would be discovered during ft thorough and syste- 
mat c cxplora'ion, I had arrived at the conclusion that, taking 
the cavern at its known dimensions merely, the cost of an 
investigation as complete as that at Brixham would not be les*» 
than '100aA 

Early in 1864 I suggested to Sir C. Lycll that an application 
shou'd be made to the British Association, during the meeting to 
beheld at Bath that year, for the appointment of a Committee, 
with a grant of money, to make an exploration of Kent's Cavern; 
and it was decided that I should take the necessary steps in the 
matter. The proposal being cordially received by the Committee 
of the Geological Section, and well supported in the Committee 
of Recommendations, a Committee—consisting of Sir C, Lyell, 
Mr. J, Evans Mr. (now Sir) J. Lubbock, Prof. J. Phillips* Mr. 
E. Vivian, and myself (Hon. fcecietary and Reporter!—was 
appointed, with 100A placed at thur disposal. Mr, G. Busk 
was added to the Committee in 1866, Mr. W. Boyd Dawkins te 
1868, Mr. W. Ayshford Sanford in 1869, and Mr. J. K* Lee in 
1873. The late Sir L. Palk (afterwards Lord Haldon), the 
proprietor, placed the cavern entirely under the control of the 
Committee during the continuance of the work ; the investiga¬ 
tion was begun on March 28,1865, and continued without inter- 
mission to June io f t88o, the Committee befog annually reap¬ 
pointed with fresh grants of money, which in the aggregate 
amounted to 1900/., besides 63/, received from various private 
sources. 

The mode of exploration was essentially the same as that fed- 
lowed at Windmill #ilA Brixham, but as Kent's Cavern, instead 
of befog a series of narrow galleries, contained a considerable 
number of capacious chambers, and a* the aim of the explorers 
was to aacettain not merely what objects the deposits contained, 
but their emri 'pteftforb their distribution, thefo condition, their 
coHochtfon, end their relative abundance, the detail* had to be 





conwienbly mors elaborate, while they retrained so perfectly 
simple that the workmen had not the least difficulty in carrying 
them out under my daily superintendence. The process being 
fuHy described in the First Annual Report by the Committee 
(see Report, Brit. Asm. 1865, pp. 19, ao), it hi unnecessary to 
repeat it here. . 

Mr. God win-Austen, while agrtfelng with Mr* MacEnery that 
flint implements occurred under the stalagmite, contended that 
they were found throughout the entire thickness of the cave 
earth. MacEnery, on the other hand, was of opinion that in 
most cases their situation was intermediate between the bottom 
of the stalagmite and the upper surface of the cave earth ; and, 
while admitting that occasionally, though rarely, they had been 
met with somewhat lower, he stated that the greatest depth to 
which he had been able to trace them wes not more than a few 
inches below the surface of the cave earth {Trans. Devon, Assoc. 
tii. 326-327). The Committee soon found themselves in a posi¬ 
tion to confirm Mr. God win-Austen's statement, and to say 
with him that “ no distinction founded on condition, distribu¬ 
tion, or relative position can be observed whereby the human 
can he separated from the other reliquiae 1 ’ (Trans. GeoL Soc . 
2 nd ser. Vi. 444). 

Mr. MacEnery’s “ Plate F ” contains seven figures of three 
remarkable canine teeth, and the following statement respecting 
them :— (l Teeth of Ursus cuUridms % found in the cave of Kent's 
Hole, near Torquay, Devon, by Rev. Mr, McEnery, January, 
1826, in Diluvial Mud mix’d with Teeth and Gnaw'd Bones of 
Rhinoceros, Elephant, Horse, Ox, Elk, and Deer, with Teeth 
and Bones of Hyaenas, Bears, Wolves, Foxes, ftc.” 

It is worthy of note that no other plate in the entire series 
names the date on which the specimens were found, or the 
mammals with whose remains they were commingled, This 
arose probably from the fact, well known to MacEnery, that no 
such specimens had been found elsewhere in Britain; and 
possibly also to emphasise the .statements in his text, should any 
doubt be throw n on his discovery. 

It is, no doubt, unnecessary to >ay here that the teeth belonged 
to a large species of carnivore to which, in 1846, Hrof. Owen 
gave the name of Machairodus latuiens , MacEnery state* that 
the total number of teeth he found were five upper canines and 
one incisor, and the six museums in which they are now lodged 
are Well known. 

A considerable amount of scepticism existed for many years 
in sbme minds as to whether the relics just mentioned were 
really found in Kent’s Cavern, it bein' contended that from its 
zoological affinities Machairodus latidcns must have belonged to 
an earlier fauna than that represented by the ordinary cave 
mammals; and various hypotheses were invented to explain 
away the difficulty, most of them, at least, being more ingenious 
than ingenuous. Be this as it may, it was naturally hoped that 
the re-exploration of the cavern would set the question at rest 
for ever; and it was not without a feeling of disappointment 
that I had to write seven successive annual reports without 
being able to announce the discovery of a single relic of 
Machairodus. Indeed, the greater part of the Eighth Report 
was written with no better prospect; when, while engaged in 
washing a 44 find” met with on July 29, 1872, I found that it 
consisted of a well-marked Incisor of Machairodus latidtns , with 
a left ratnas of lower jaw of bear, in which was one molar 
tooth. They were lying together in the first or uppermost foot- 
level of cave earth, having over it a continuous sheet of granular 
stalagmite 2 '$ feet thick. There was no longer any doubt of 
MacEnery’s accuracy; no doubt that Machairodus latidcns was 
a member of the cave earth fauna, whatever the zoological 
affinities might say to the contrary; nor was there any doubt 
that man and Machairodus were contemporaries in Devonshiu. 

I cannot pa*s from this case without directing attention to its 
tearing on negative evidence; had the exploration ceased on 
July 28, 1872—the day before the discovery—those who had 
always declined to believe that Machairodus had ever been found 
in the cavern would have been able to urge, as an additional 
and apparently conclusive argument, that the consecutive, 
systematic, and careful daily labour of seven years and four 
months had failed to show that their scepticism was unwarranted, 
Nay, more, had the incisor been overlooked—and, being but a 
small object, this might very easily have occurred—they might 
finally haVe said 44 15*33 years' labour” j for, so far as is known, 
no other relic of the species was met with during the entire 
investigation. In all probability had either of these by ho 
means improbable hypotheses occurred, geologists and pabeanto- 
1 xgists generally wmld have joined the sceptics *, MacEnery’s 


reputation would have been hddin very Hghteafeent ; *ftd~to 
say the least—his researches regarded wlthsaepidon. 

When their exploration began, and lor some time attar, the 
Committee had no reason to believe or so suspect that 4c 
cavern contained anything older than rim care earth; Mat 
the end of five months, facts, pointing apparently to earlier 
deposits; began to present themselves ; And, at intervals move or 
less protracted, additional phenomena, requiring apparently the 
same interpretation, were observed and recorded $ but it was 
not until the end of three full yean that a vertical section was 
cut, showing, in undisturbed and clear succession, not only the 
cave earth with the granular stalagmite lying on it, but, under 
a ad supporting the cave earth, another, thicker, and continuous 
•beet of stalagmite—appropriately termed crystalline, and below 
this again an older detrital accumulation, known as the breccia, 
made up of materials utterly unlike those of the cave earth. 

The breccia was just as rich a* the cave earth in osseous re¬ 
mains ; but the lists of species represented by the two deposits 
were very different It will be sufficient to state here that, while 
remains of the hysetui prevailed numerically very far above thoe 
of any other mammal m the cave earth, and while his presence 
there was also attested by his teeth«marks on a vast number of 
bones, by lower jaws—-including those of his own kith and kin 
--of which he had eaten off the lower borders as well as the 
condyles, by long bones broken obliquely just as hysenas of the 
present day teeak them, and by surprising quantities of his 
coprolites, there was not a single indication of any kind of his 
presence in the breccia, where the crowd of bones and teeth 
belonged almost entirely to bears. 

No trace of the existence of man was found in the breccia 
until March, 1869, that is about twelve months after the dis¬ 
covery of the deposit itself, when a flint flake was met with in 
the third foot-level, and was believed to be not only a tool, but 
to bear evidence of having been used as such (see Report Brit . 
Assoc. 1869, pp. 201, 202). Two massive flint implements were 
discovered in the same deposit in May, 1872, and at various 
subsequent times other tools were found, until at the close of the 
exploration the breccia had yielded upwards of seventy imple¬ 
ments of flint and chert. 

While all the stone tools of both the cave earth and the 
breccia Were Paleolithic and were found inosculating with re¬ 
mains of extinct mammals, a mere inspection shows that they 
belong to two distinct categories. Those found in the breccia— 
that is, the more ancient series—were formed by chipping a flint 
nodule or pebble into a tool, while those from the cave earth— 
the less ancient aeries—were fashioned by first detaching a suit¬ 
able flake from the nodule or pebble, and then trimming the 
flake—nrt the nodule—into a took 

It must be unnecessary to say that the making of nodule toola 
necessitated the production of flakes and chips, some of which 
were no doubt utilised. Such flakes, however, must be 
regarded as accidents, and not the final objects the worken had 
in view. 

It is worthy of remark that in one pert of the cavern, upward* 
of 130 feet in length, the excavation was carried to a depth of 
nine feet, instead of the usual four feet, below the bottom of the 
stalagmite ; and that, while no bone of any kind occurred in the 
breccia below the seventh foot-level, three fine flint nodule tools 
were found in the eighth, and several flint chips in the ninth, or 
lowest foot*Uvel. 


It may be added that the same fact presented itself in the 
lowest or corresponding bed in Brucbam Windmill Hill Cavern. 
In short, in each of the two famous Devonshire caverns, the 
archaeological rone reached a lower level than the patepnlo- 
logical. 


That the breccia is of higher antiquity than the ease earth Is 
proved by the unquestionable evidence of clear undisturbed 
superposition ; that they represent two distinct chapters and ocas 
in the cavern hhtory k shown by the derided dissimilarity of the 
materials composing them, the marked difference la the osseous 
remains they contained, and the strongly contrasted cbonutfers 
of the stone implements they yielded; and that they warp sepa¬ 
rated by a wide interval of time may be safely inferred from the 
thickness of the bed of stalagmite between them* 

It is prCbable, however, that the fact most significant of time 
and physical change is the presence of the hytftxut In the have 
earth or less ancient, but not m the bitted* or mm and«nt» M 
the two deposits, I called attention to this fact in a paper wad 
to this Department ten years ago (tot Report Brit. 

PP* 209-314), and at greater length elsewhere fa l8y$ l»e* 7 kiaa* 

Bfym. rust. v„ 3 &>-3W)* Bearing In mind 
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habits of theltywm,tKe great preponderance of bis remains la 
the have earth, and thdr absence in the breccia, it seems impos¬ 
sible to avoki the conclusion that he was not an occupant of 
Britain during the earlier period, 

The acceptance of this 'conclusion, however, necessitates the 
bcftjef (f) that man was resident in Britain lung before the hyaena 
was. 

(S) That ft was possible for the hyena to reach Britain between 
the deposition of the breccia and the deposition of the cave 
earth. In other word*, that Britain was a part of the Continent 
during this interval. 

Sir C, I yell, it will be remembered, recognised the following 
geographical changes within the British area between the Newer 
Pliocene and historical times (»ee 11 Antiquity of Man,” edition 
*&Di PP- 33*> 33 3 )* 

Firstly, ajpre-Glacial Continental period, towards the close of 
which the Forest of Cromer flourished, and the climate was 
somewhat milder than at present. 

Secondly, a period of submergence, w hen the land north of the 
7 hames and Bristol Channel, and that of Ireland, was reduced 
to an archipelago. This was a part of the Glacial age, and ice¬ 
bergs floated in our waters. 

Tnirdly, a second Continental period, when there were glaciers 
in the higher mountains of Scotland and Wales. 

Fourthly, the breaking up of the land through submergence, 
and a gradual change of temperature, resulting in the present 
geographical and climatal conditions. 

It is obvious that if, as I venture to think, the Kent's Cavern 
breccia was deposited during the first Continental period, the 
hst of mammalian remains found in it should not clash w ith the 
list of euch remains from the Forest of Cromer, which, as we have 
just seen, flourished at that time. I called attention to these 
lists in 1874# pointing out that according to Prof, Boyd Dawkins 
( 41 Cave-Hunting,” p. 418) the forest bed had at that time 
yielded twenty-six species of mammals, sixteen of them lieing 
extinct, and ten recent; that both the breccia and the forest bed 
had yielded remains of the cave-bear, but that in neither of 
them had any relic or trace of bynma been found. A monograph 
on the “ Vertebrata of the Forest Bed Series” was publbhed in 
JtS&2 by Mr. E. T. Newton, F G.S., who, including many addi¬ 
tional species found w mewhat recently, but eliminating all those 
about which there was any uncertainty, said: “We still have 
forty nine species lefr, of which thirty are still living, and nine¬ 
teen are extinct ” (p. 135). Though the number of the species 
has thus been almost^doubled, and the presence of the cave-bear 
remains undoubted, it continues to be the fact that no trace of 
the hyaena has been found in the forest bed, and no suspicion 
exist as to his probable presence amongst the eliminated un¬ 
certain species. 

It should be added that no relic or indication of hyaena was 
met with in the “Fourth Bed” of Brixham Windmill Hill 
Cavern, believed to be the equivalent of the Kent's Hole 
breccia. 

1 am not unmindful of the fact that my evidence U negative 
only, and that raising a structure on it may bo building on a 
sandy foundation, Nevertheless, it appears to me, as it did ten 
years ago, rtrrtag enough to bear the foflqwing inferences 1—* 

I. That the hyaena did not reach Britain until its last 
Continental period. 

Z* That the men who made the Palaeolithic nodule-tools found 
in the oldest know 11 deposit in Kent's Cavern arrived during the 
previous greri submergence, or, what is more probable—indeed, 
what alone *eems possible unless they were navigators—during 
the first Continental period. In short, 1 have little or no doubt 
that the earliest Devonians we have sighted were either of 
Glacial, or, more probably, of pre-Glacial age, 

It cannot be necessary to add dint while the discovery of 
remains of hysena in the forest bed of Cromer, or any other 
contemporary deposit, would be utterly fatal to my argument^ it 
would leave intact all other evidence in support of the doctrme 
of British Gtedal or pre-Gladal man. 

' Some Of my friends accepted the foregoing inferences in 1873, 
while others, whose judgment I value, demined them. Since 
tfcatdoteno adverse foot of thought has presented itself to me ; 
fed t im researches and di-coverie* of others in com* 

parativdy distant parts of our; island, and especially in East 
the belief in Brfekh prt-GbwM man appears to have 
etea ffoowe the stage of ridicule, and to have a decided prospect 

joneral-M mMo acceptanoe at no distant time. 

jkalw a turn wbedr to 4 -class' 1 of 


The exuberant enthusiasm of some would-be pioneers In the 
question of human antiquity results occasionally in supposed 
“discoveries 1 ’ luring an amusing ride; and not unfrequently 
some of <he pioneers, though utter strangers, are so good as to 
send me descriptions of their “finds, and of their views re¬ 
specting them, ihe following case may be taken os a sample:— 
In lS8l, a gentleman, of whom I had never heard, wrote, 
stating that he was one of those who felt deeply interested in 
the antiquity of man, and that he had read all the books he 
could command on the subject. He was aware that it had been 
said by one palaeontologist to be “ unreasonable to suppose that 
man had lived during the Eocene and Miocene periods, but he 
had an indistinct recollection that another eminent man had 
somewhere *aid that “man had probably existed in England 
during a tropical Carboniferous flora and fauna.” He then went 
on to say, “ I have got that which I cannot but look upon as a 
fossil human skull, I have endeavoured to examine it from 
every conceivable standpoint, and it seems to stand the test. 
The angles seem perfect, the contour the same but smaller in 
size than the average human head ; but that, in my opinion, is 
only what should be expected if we assume that man lived during 
the Carboniferous period, in spite of what Herodotus says about 
the body of Orestes.” Finally, he requested to be allowed to 
send me the specimen. On its arrival it proved, of course, to 
be merely a stone $ and nothing but a strong “unscientific use 
of the imagination ” could lead any one to believe that it had 
ever been a skull, human or infrahuman. 

It may be added that a few years ago a gentleman brought me 
what he called, and believed to be, “three human skulls and as 
many elephants’ teeth,” found from time to time, during his 
researches in ft limestone quarry. They proved to be nothing 
more than six oddly shaped lumps of Devonian limestone. 

So far as Britain is concerned, cave-hunting is a science of 
Devonshire birth. The limestone caverns of Oreston, near 
Plymouth, were examined with some care in the interests of 
paleontology as early as 1816, and subsequently as they were 
successively discovered. The two moat famous caverns of the 
same county—one on the northern, the other on the southern 
shore of Torbay—have been anthropological as well as paleon¬ 
tological studies 1 and, as we have seen, have had the lion’s share 
in enlarging our estimate of human antiquity. The researches 
have, no doubt, absorbed a great amount of time and of labour, 
and demanded the exercise of much care and patience ; but they 
have been replete with interest of a high order, which would be 
greatly enhanced if I could feel sure that your time has not been 
wasted nor your patience exhausted in listening to this address 
respecting them. 
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appreciatively reviewed in our columns (vol. x. f p. no) by 
tit then greatest authority on the subject, the lute Prof. 
Clerk Maxwell, so that it is unnecessary for us to analyse 
it here. Few of the readers of the recently published 
biography of Maxwell can have forgotten the humorous 
but accurately expressive fltaes in which be alludes to 
this work:— 

“And Juit p* thai living Plato, whom foreign*!* nickname Plateau, 

Drop* oil in hi» whiskey aad water—for foreigner* tweeter) U: *p 
Eacn drop keeps apart from the other, inclosed Hi a flexible «ui, 

Till touched by the gentle emotion evolved by the pnek of a pin, «c. 

When we look at the Royal Society’s Catalogue, we find 
that up to 1873 Plateau is credited with fifty-three papers 
on subjects of the most varied character. One large sec¬ 
tion of these, of course, forms the matter of the volumes 
already mentioned. Another large section is devoted to 
the persistence of visual impressions, subjective impres¬ 
sions of colour, irradiation, and other questions of 
physiological optics. In connection with these, there are 
several controversies and reclamations, with and against 
authorities such as Chevreul and von Helmholtz. In I 
these contests, it must be confessed that Plateau usually 
has the worse. In fact, he appears very much in the same 
light as did Brewster a little earlier. He furnished to 
others, who knew how to interpret and to use them, a 
great array of novel facts : but his strength lay mainly in 
the patience and ingenuity which led him to these facts ; 
not in the power of interpreting, explaining, or general¬ 
ising them. 

Besides the two main subjects above mentioned, we 
find in Plateau’s repertoire a number of curiosities taken 
from widely different branches of science. Thus we have 
a chemical analysis of the mineral waters of Spa; the 
geometrical problem of describing an equilateral triangle 
whose several corners shall be on three given circles in 
one plane ; arithmetical recreations ; photometry \ the 
“ ghosts n produced by various series of rotating spokes; 
and a centrifugal air-pump. 

Plateau occupied with success, until practically disabled, 
the Chair of Physics in the University of Ghent; and, if 
he did not attain to the foremost rank among experimental 
physicists, he at least did much good and useful work 
under circumstances which would have effectually closed 
the career of many men who have been more successful 
than he. He was occupied in his later years in compiling 
a valuable catalogue of all the papers he could meet 
With which bore on his special optical inquiries. It is to 
be hoped that the as yet unpublished part of this collec¬ 
tion has been left in a state approaching completion. 

OFFICIAL REPORTS ON CHOLERA IN EGYPT 

S URGEON-GENERAL HUNTER, who was com¬ 
missioned by the Government to make inquiry as 
to the circumstances attending the cholera epidemic in 
Egypt, has sent two reports to the Foreign Office. Neither 
pretends to afford full information on the subject which 
has been under investigation, but the more recent one, 
which gives information up to August 19, supplies some 
indication as to the opinion Dr, Hunter has formed with 
regard to the etiology of the epidemic In his first report 
Dr. Hunter gives the cholera deaths registered up to 
July 31 as 12,600, but he adds that, owing to defective 
registration, the total mortality will probably be found to 
have been nearly double that number. Since that date 
tome 15,000 more deaths have been registered, and if the 
tame faulty system of registration has been maintained, 
the total mortality up to the present date cannot have 
feUen far short of some 55,000. The inquiry undertaken 
by Dr. Hunter relates therefore to a matter of the greatest 
magnitude, the more so as Egypt has apparently been 
free from cholera ever since; iS&$. It is however jpre* 
cisdy this question of immunity from cholera that will be 
raised by Dr* Hunter, and already we ere able to gather 
what opinion will be expressed on this point. 


Thus, the possibility the kttportation «f ife» 4 b#* 
into Egypt from India & discussed, aad & ts stated#** 
even some of those who originally were firmly coidncw 
of this method of origin have been farced to a mfomm 
conclusion. The spontaneous origin of the contagiutois 
also regarded as not being supported by facts; ane w 
Sierra, in a communication wbuih is appended to Dr. 
Hunter’s, distinctly asserts that such a generation of the 
infection in the Nile Delta cannot be regarded as proved 
merely because the choleraic germ is often produced** 
the mouth of the Ganges. Prominence is, how«ver,gtien 
to the fact that Egypt has been visited by five epidemics 
since that of 1831, namely, in 1848, 1850, 1855,1805, «*a 
1883, and independent testimony is brought forward to 
show that during the early part of the present yew^as 
also at occasional intervals since 1865, there have been 
cases of a disease known as “cholerine” which have 
been characterised by some of the symptoms of true 
cholera. And further, Dr. Hunter, in expressing an 
opinion as to these cases, says that he has arrived at the 
conclusion that many of them were <( what in India we 
should call cholera” 

A further step in the argument is embodied in a 
description of the filthy conditions under which the 
Egyptians live, and especially of the foul state of the Nile 
at Damietta and other places, both owing to the floating 
carcasses of animals who had died of bovine typhus and 
otherwise. Having regard to all these points, the report 
implies that a number of cases, which for the moment we 
may describe as sporadic cholera, have formed a some¬ 
what continuous series of attacks ever since the 1^65 
outbreak, and that the potency of the infection for spread 
in an epidemic form was developed under the influence 
of the foul conditions which obtained immediately ante* 
cedent to the date of the last epidemic. This view is by 
no means a new one ; it was specially dealt with in a 
series of papers which were brought before the Epidemio¬ 
logical Society iu 1878, when the possibility of a 
gressive development of the property of infectiveness 
under favourable conditions was insisted on ; and it is 
more than probable that, as regards some of the infectious 
diseases, it may turn out to be a true explanation of their 
origin. 

it must, however, be borne in mind that in England, 
and indeed in all thickly peopled countries, cases which 
arc clinically of a similar character constantly occur 
during the warmer months of the year; indeed, the term 
“ English cholera" is of by no means infrequent occur¬ 
rence in our mortality tables. And not only so, but Dr. 
Sierra, in arguing against the spontaneous development 
of the contagium under the condition* which were found 
at Damietta, says that the same “cosmo-telhiric con* 
ditionshave appeared often enough at the mouth of the 
Nile, that the same accumulation of carcasses in the river 
has before now taken place, and yet that np cholera has 
broken out in Egypt. The evidence mainly needed 
with a view to support the theory which is foreshadowed 
in Dr. Hunter’s reports, should go to point out wh at WW W 
the peculiar conditions which, during the past summer, 
led to the development of a special potency for mischief ^ 
in a disease which is always more .or less present. The ’ 
subject is one of the greatest scientific interest, and we 
trust it will be fully dealt with in the final report* 

------ *-- —— *. . . . . v 

NOJWENSKJULHS GREENt A Np EE^E* . 
DITION 

OARQfc NORDENSKJ 0 LD telegraphed & 

D to the Times from Thurfo on Friday 
inland ice party started on July 4 from AqfeitSWtk ffj ngik . 
When they were 140 kilometres eastpftheglacfer himim,] 
and $000 feet above the tea level they weyej^eVWwjW 
soft snow from proceeding with sledges. . 

Laplanders further on snowshoes, These advanced " 
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totantofato eastward# over a continual snow desert to a 
tarifli* 'of 7006 feet, The conditions for a snow-free 
frrtettorconaeqaentl/did not exist here; but this expe- 
4ufan» during which men have reached for the first time 
tihemerior of Greenland! has given important results as 
to the nature of the interior of an ice-covered continent, 
Oter the whole inland there is ice. There occur masses 
of fice dust! partly of cosmicat origin) with the ice. The 
toet the expedition, under the command of Dr. 
Jftofetost, visited the north-western coast between Wai- 
gattal (?) and Cape York. The Esquimaux told our 
Esquimaux interpreter (Hans Christian) formerly of Capt. 
Hail's expedition) that two members of the American 
Polar Expedition had died, and the rest had returned to 
Littleton Island (Sofia). On August 16 the expedition 
saHcd from Egedesmunde for the south, with rich collec¬ 


tions, zoological, botanical, and geological. Short stays 
were made at Iviktit, Juliamshaab, and Frederiksdal. We 
tried to proceed eastwards thrice through the sounds 
north of Cape Farewell and once along the coast, but 
were hindered by ice. We then went outside the ice field 
to 66° latitude, remaining constantly in sight of land, 
having twice in vain tried to find an ice-free shore more 


to the south. The band of drift ice was forced south of 


Cape Dan. On September 4 we anchored in a fjord which 
had been newly visited by Esquimaux, and where we 
found some remains from the Norse period. It was the 
first time since the fifteenth century that a vessel had 
succeeded in anchoring on the east coast of Greenland 
south of the Polar Circle. We tried in vain to anchor in 


another fjord more to the north, and returned. The 
expedition arrived at Reikiavik (Iceland) on September 
9, Our observations on the temperature of the sea prove 
that the cold current which packs the ice along the east 
coast of Greenland is very insignificant; that the glaciers 
of the east coast are few and of no great size ; and that 
the fiords are free from ice. Probably the coast may be 
reached by suitable steamers in the autumn of most 
years/* 

It will thus be seen that for on:e Baron Nordenskjtild 
has failed to fulfil his predictions. But his expedition 
must be regarded as in all respects successful. He his 
succeeded in penetrating into the very heart of Green¬ 
land, and the idea of taking Lapps with him to skate their 
way over the rough ice-bound land was a happy one. 
Greenland thus appears to be what has always been con¬ 
jectured, a land everywhere covered with a thick ice- 
sheet. We cannot gather from the telegram whether 
Nnrde&skjdkTs theory as to the position of the old Norse 
settlements has been confirmed, but he has, at all events, 
micceeded in bringing back remains of the old colonies. 
The analysis of the cosmicul dust which has been col¬ 
lated will be eagerly looked for, and the detailed 
account of the collections made in Northern Greenland. 


MOTES 

J. Y. Buchanan has been invited to accompany the 
expedition which sailed last week from the Thames to survey 
flic route and lay the cable* connecting Cadi* and the Canary 
Islands, and these islands with Senegal, on the west coast of 
Africa. During the laying of the cable from Lisbon to Madeira, 
over a route that had been carefully sounded, into what was 
* believed to be dose on aooo fathoms, it suddenly parted. 
Soundings taken immediately revealed the existence of a bank 
with no more than no fathoms of water on it, Which had been 
missed whife surveying the route. Again, quite' recently— 
fli|AtoiaMl« French exploring vessel 

. ■ has, been inwitigaUng this part of the ocean 

, tatoetoait' .(Kdenttfio stair, under the direction of the 

i^atgn >tti?p#‘Edwarils, another tank to ***&• 

Bask,” with ** flttie as 70 fathom* on it. 

- ta fbkty, mile* long from east to 


west, and six miles broad from north to sooth. Apart from toe 
special investigation of these baaks, the survey of the line o 
route, which Is carried out by two ships working in concert 
along a rigsag coarse, sounding every seven miles, must neces¬ 
sarily furnish much important information* Between Madeira 
and the Canary Islands lies the small group of the Salvage 
Elands, which may be said to be almost unknown. It w 
intended to carry the soundings round them, so os to determine 
whether they are connected with any of the new banks or with 
known land. It is also intended to land on the islands from 
which interesting collections may be expected. Iu addition to 
the instruments ordinarily carried in the ships, Mr. Buchanan 
takes out a new sounding tube, constructed fur use with the 
ordinary wire soundiug apparatus. With it it will be possible at 
every station to secure a good sample of the mud and of the 
water from the bottom without altering the routine work of the 
ship. As the route crosses the mouth of the Mediterranean it 
will thus l>c possible to determine the extent to which the dense 
warm water which leaves that sea as a bottom current afreets the 
density and temperature of the deep water of the North Atlantic 
iu its neighbourhood. The ships to be used are the Dacia and 
the Internationa /, both belonging to the Telegraph Construction 
and Maritime Company. 

In a communication to the Sonntags-Beihge tar N orddeut- 
sc hen AUgemeinen Zcitung for September 16 Dr, Reicbenow, the 
well-known ornithologist of the Berlin Museum, describes a new 
ostrich under the name of Struthio Molybdophanes. A living 
example is in the Zoological Gardens at Berlin, and others are 
expected at Cologne and Paris. The habitat of this species is 
stated to be the deserts of Somali Land and the Western Galla 
country, extending on the east coast of Africa from io° N. lat. to 
the Equator. 

Thu United States steamer Yaniic has, we regret to learn, 
failed to reach and rescue Lieut. Greeley and his observing 
party, who have been stationed at I.ady Franklin Bay, in 
Kennedy Channel, about Si 0 N., since the summer of 1881. 
This at first sight looks as if there were little hope of the safety 
of the party, as they had only two years’ provisions with theta. 
But Sir Gorge Nares, who knows the region intimately, writes 
to the Times to show tliat there is no reason for despair. He 
gives in detail his resuwus for believing that Lieut. Greeley, 
when the relief ship failed to reach him in 1882, would, like a 
prudent leader, prepare for the wor^t and husband his provisions 
to the utmost. Moreover, he would probably be able to add 
considerably to his supply by hunting, and on the route south¬ 
wards there are depots at various accessible points. So, even if 
another year should have to be spent in the north, there is good 
reason to hope for the ultimate safety of the party. 

According to the Isvtstia of the Russian Geographical So¬ 
ciety, the young Tashkent! Observatory cairies on very useful 
scientific work. Col. Pomerantseff and his assistants are not 
only engaged in the verification of those instruments which ore 
used every year for determinations of latitudes and longitudes in 
Turkestan, and in the computation of the results; they also 
pursue independent work, such as the observation of the small 
planets Juno and Pallas ; the observation of the lost solar eclipse 
at Penj&kent; of the stars eclipsed by the moan, which are given 
in the Nautical Almanac ; magnetical and meteorological obser¬ 
vations. These last were made in 1882, at twenty stations, out 
of which eight am first-rank stations, and that of Tasbkepd makes 
observations every hdur. 

This prise Of $oo francs presented by Prof, A. P. de Candolle 
for the beat monograph to a genus or family of plants to an¬ 
nounced na opea for ©ompetkion for 1884. Papers in Latin, 
French, German, English, or Italian should be tent to Brafr 
Alph. de Candolle, Geneva, before October s, 1884* 
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The China in referring to tlie Hong Kong Observatory, { 
any* that Dr. Daberek will first be instructed to draw up a repeat 
for His Excellency the Governor) on the minor stations now in 
existence. He will examine past records, and, if these are 
found fairly accurate, will endettour to furnbh certain data as 
to the climatic conditions prevalent throughout the colony during 
the different months of the year. When this is done, it will 
probably be found feasible to make these stations cooperate with 
the central station at Kowloon, especially ia observations con* 
nected with typhoons. Another important item will be the de* 
termination of the magnetic elements, and the investigation of 
the magnetic attraction of the various mountains and hills 
in the colony and its neighbourhood. It b also possible 
that, under instructions from the Governor, Dr. Doberck will 
proceed to Manilla, Shanghai, and other places on the coast of 
China, to inspect the observatories there, and put himself into 
communication with the directors of those institutions, with the 
view of having their reports sent regularly to the Hong Kong 
Observatory to receive careful discussion here with the object of 
eventually furnishing trustworthy weather forecasts. 

Messrs. Allen, Coues, and Brewster, according to 
Science, sign a coll for a convention of American ornithologists, 
to be held in New York City, beginning on September 26, 1883, 
for the purpose of founding an American Ornithologists’ Union, 
upon a basis similar to that of the "British Ornithologists 1 
Onion*" The object of the Union will be the promotion of 
social and scientific intercourse between American ornithologists 
and their co-operation in m hatever may tend to the advancement 
of ornithology in North America. A special object, which it is 
expected will at once engage the attention of the Union, will be 
the revision of the current lists of North American birds, to the 
end of adopting a uniform system of classification and nomen¬ 
clature, based on the views of a majority of the Union, and 
carrying the authority of the Union* It is proposed to hold 
meetings at least annually, at such times and places as may be 
hereafter determined, for the reading of papers, and the discus¬ 
sion of such matters as may be brought before the Union* Those 
who attend the first meeting will be considered ipso facto 
founders. Active and corresponding members may be elected 
in due course after organisation of the Union, under such rules 
as may be established for increase of membership. Details of 
organisation will be considered at the first meeting. 

An enthusiastic meeting of 3000 working men was held in 
Nottingham recently, at which resolutions were passed main¬ 
taining the great importance of sound technical instruction for 
the manufactures of the country. In connection therewith we 
may say that it is expected that the technical schools which 
are attached to the University College, Nottingham, will be 
opened some time in October next. It is intended in these 
schools to provide a complete course of instruction in mechanical 
and electrical engineering, and in the sciences most intimately 
connected with these professions; also to give instruction to 
artisan classes in mechanics, and in the details and history of the 
machinery employed in the lace and hosiery manufactures* The 
students attending the school will be divided into day and 
evening classes* It is expected that the day students will consist 
of young men who intend taking up engineering as a profession, 
or, being the sons of manufacturers, and looking forward to the 
management of a manufacturing business, consider it desirable 
to gain some knowledge of toe construction of machinery* For 
these students the College provides chemical and physical labo¬ 
ratories, and lecture theatres, and class rooms for drawing, 
mathematics, theoretical mechanics, &c* The workshops now 
added will comprise tools and mechanism iu all departments of 
work. The shops Will be supplied with steam power, and 
lighted by the electric light* In the evenings classes will be 


held for artisan*. On these occasions pppoftooitta will bo given 
to engineer*' apprentices and others to prepare themselves1 
the annual competition for Whitworth .Scholarships- The Me¬ 
chanical Museum will form a very important feature in the 
mean* of instruction provided for l*ce*makers wad hosiers* In 
this museum will be exhibited models of all the mechanical 
movements which are generally recognised, with short printed or 
written descriptions pointing out the special features of each, and 
their function in lace and hosiery machinery when so employed* 
Specimens of Jaoe and hosiery machines which can be set hi 
motion, will also be shown, their moving parts being labelled in 
such a way as to point out their relation to the models above 
mentioned. The workshops are under the general direction of 
Prof, Garnett. 

During the ensuing winter section of the Liverpool Science 
and Art Classes there will be conducted by Miss Helen Fryer 
a class for the study of Hygiene. The lectures will follow 
the course of the syllabus lately published by jtbe Govern¬ 
ment Science and Art Department. Miss Fryer will also give 
a course of lectures on Animal Physiology. 

The Directors of the Crystal Palace have completed arrange* 
ments for holding an International Exhibition of Arts, Manu¬ 
factures, Science, and Industry during 1884. It is intended ihat 
the Exhibition should open on April 3 and clo«e at the end of 
October. All the arrangements will be under the control of Mr. 
G, C, Levey. 

Bv the kindness of the Trustees of the Gilchrist Fund, the 
Committee of the Victoria Coffee Hall have been able to arrange 
for the delivery of six Penny Science Lectures by eminent lec¬ 
turers on Tuesdays, beginning on October 2. The Committee 
are anxious that lectures Mich as these, which are rarely 
within the reach of the London working men, should be maoe 
widely known beyond the circle of the usual frequenters of tl e 
Hall, and the Hon. Secretary would be glad to hear from any 
one willing to help by getting a poster hung up, or distributing 
handbills among working men in districts within reach of the 
Victoria. The following are the lecturer* and subjects Octo¬ 
ber 2 and 9 : Lecture by Mr. Wm. Lant Carpenter, F.C.S., on 
11 Ice, Water, and Steam." October 16; Mr. P, H. Carpenter, 
on " Life under the Ocean Wave." October 33 s Mr. E. B* 
Knobel, Sec.R.A.S*, on “Comets.” October 30 ; Mr. C. A. V. 
Conybeare, on “ The Rights and Feelings of an Animal.” 
November 6: # v Dr. B. W. Richardson, M.D., LL,D., F.R.S., 
on ” Food and Feeding.” 

We are glad to see that science has a place in the first numb* r 
of The English Illustrated Magazine (Macmillan and Co,), 
which contains Prof* Huxley's Royal Institution lecture on the 
oyster. Mr, Grant Alien contributes an interesting article with 
some beautiful illustrations on The Dormouse at Home.” 

Two strong shocks of earthquake were felt on Sunday at 
Ca-amicciola* A house situated in the'upper town was wrecked 
and fell in ruins* No lives were lost 

Capt. Edward Ashdown, Commander of the P. and O, 
steamer Siam, writes as follows to the Times:—' 'ID may be 
interesting to some of your scientific readers to know that tire 
steamship Siam, on her voyage from King George's Sound p9 
Colombo, on August t, when in Ut. £„ long* tip* E*,paseod, 
for upwards of four hours, through large quantifies $ 1eta, 
which extended as far as could be teen (the ship was frag 11 
knots at the time). The lava was floating in a sucwsslwt of 
lanes of from five to ten yard* wide, and trending i* a direction 
north-west to south-east* The nearest 
Sumatra (distant 700 miles), but as there wag* 
to thirty miles a day, setting to the eastward* !&*$*** 
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bkve came from there, and I can duty imagine it most have been 
ariupheaval from somewhere near the spot, I may mention the 
oh the chart show over aooo fathoms. There was a 
submarine volcano near the spot in 1789.” 

Experiments on the liquefaction of oxygen and nitrogen are 
described by WroblewakJ and Olszewski {Camft RtneL xevi. 
M40 and ta«5). At -136* oxygen liquefies under a pressure of 
atmospheres; nitrogen at the same temperature does not 
liquefy, even under a pressure of 150 atmospheres, but if the 
peesaure is somewhat slowly diminished, care being taken that it 
does not become less than 5° atmospheres, the nitrogen becomes 
liquid. Carbon disulphide solidifies at about — 1 16°, and alco¬ 
hol at ~i3o 0, 5. 

From the annual report on the mineral statistics of Victoria, 
we see that the quantity of gold raised in 1882 was 864,609 oz., 
as against 833,378 oz. in 1881. The deepest shaft in the 
colony is the Magdala, at Slawell, 2409 feet deep. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a White-fronted Capuchin [Cebus aJbifrons <$ ) 
from Brazil, presented by Capt. Harrison; a Puma {Felts can- 
color) from South America, presented by Mr. B. M. Whithard ; 
a Grey Ichneumon {Herpestes griscus) from India, presented by 
Mr. Murray Dickinson ; a Ruddy Ichneumon ( Herpes tes stnithi) 
from South Africa, presented by Col, J. H. Bowker, F.Z.S. ; a 
Fallow Deer (Cervus darna 9 ), European, presented by Sir 
Henry-Bessemer; a Persian Gazelle (Cazella subgutterosa <5) t 
two Persian Sheep ( 0 i*f aries, var. <$ ) from Persia, presented 
by Lady Brassey; a Grey Seal {Halich^rus gryp/tut) from 
Wales, presented by Mr. J. J. Dodgshon ; two RufomTinamous 
{Rhynchotus rufeseens) from Uruguay, presented by Mr. J. 
Btpwn; a Spanish Terrapin (CUmmys leprosa) t South Euro¬ 
pean, presented by Mr, Aitchison; a Yellow-billed Sheathbill 
{ Chionis alba) from Antarctic America, two Yarrell’s Curassows 
{Ctax caruneulata d 9 ) from South-east Brazil, purchased; a 
Macaque Monkey {Macaeus cynomolgus 6 ) from India, a Greater 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (Caeatua gnltrito) from Australia, two 
Small Hill Mynahs (Gracula rcligiosa) from Southern India f 
deposited. 


THE IRON AND STEEL INSTITUTE 

T^HE Iron and Steel Institute has this year resolved to revisit 
4 the place of its birth—in other words, the young and 
flourishing town of Middlesbrough-on-Tees, where tne associa¬ 
tion was founded some fifteen years ago. The arrangements 
for its recaption and for visits to different works in the neigh¬ 
bourhood (though marred in practice by a grievous disaster) 
left nothing to be desired; but the papers, though sufficient in 
number and value for practical metallurgists, offer very little 
that is of interest to the student of science generally. Hence 
cmr notice will be brief. It is somewhat to be regretted (espe¬ 
cially seeing that the Eston Works formed the first day's excur¬ 
sion; that no paper was devoted to the development of the 
Thpmas-Gilchriit or “basic” process of steel-making, This 
process has been widely and successfully adopted in Germany, 
PUt has made little progress as yet in the Cleveland district, 
for which it may be said to have been specially designed, and 
udwfc dt was first put in practice. On this disappo ntment 
•however, it is useless to dwell Passing over three adjourned 
discussions—on tin-plate making, coal-washing machinery, and 
the manufacture of anthracite pig iron respectively—we come 
to me new papers prepared for the meeting. There were two 
dedifog wkh the important manufacture of coke : one by Mr. 

Cwoa, on the Sinwn-CtrWs process, end one by Mr, 
Jametoif* on the process which hears hie name. We hail these 
«**forih*r e«»ttience that the fowtiftand offensive 

; beehive ovem Wfcfob still continues to dWceour Englitii coking 
district#, is for on the high road to extinction, h BeMum it has 

superseded by more rational 
nmfiotb; end the same wtil soon bethe titiM the rat bf.tiw 


Continent. The two papers before us do not, however, con¬ 
tribute very much to our knowledge. Mr. Dixon's deals simply 
with the cost of erecting ovens on the particular system described, 
which cost is unfortunately high, and on the yield and quantity of 
coke produced, which are both satisfactory. Some difficulty is 
experienced with the bituminous coal of Durham in keeping 
the valve-boxes and mains free from pitch ; but this, it is hoped, 
will shortly be overcome. He also describes a method just in¬ 
troduced of heating the air required for combustion by the waste 
gases passing away from the ovens, by which the time needed 
for coking is expected to be largely reduced. Mr. Jameson’s 
system, os our readers will remember, consists in burning the 
coal from the top in a closed oven, and withdrawing the gose^, as 
they form, from the bottom, by means of an exhausting appa¬ 
ratus. These waste gases are condensed, and give valuable 
results in ammonia, tar, Ac. The amount of this yield has been 
largely increased, since former papers were read on the subject, 
by new extracting and condensing appliances, and the percentage 
of coke made appears also to have improved. One great 
advantage of the system is that any beehive oven can be adapted to 
it at a co t of Some to/, or 15/. The oils extracted, the value of 
which had been questioned, find a ready sale at 2/. to 3/. per 
ton. 

A paper on raw coal in the blast furnace, prepared by Mr, 
I. Lowthian Bell, K.R.S., was postponed, in consequence of its 
author’s serious illness—an illness from which we are glad to 
hear that he is recovering. We pass on to a paper by Mr. E. A. 
Cowper, Past President of the Institute of Mechanical Engi¬ 
neers, on the results obtained with the hot-blast stove which 
bears his name. This, as is well known, is an application to 
the blast furnace of the fire-brick “regenerator” invented by 
Sir Wtn. Siemens for gas furnaces. In the earlier days of the 
hot-blast process, the best known means of heating the air wa- 
to pass it through a sort of coil of cast-iron pipes, inclosed with¬ 
in a tall furnace. The limit of endurance with such pipes is, 
however, reached at about looo Q F.; whereas by employing two 
inclosed stacks of fire-bricks, one of which is always being 
heated from below, while the other is being cooled from above 
by air passing through it to the furnace, temperatures of 1500° 
are attainable. The advantages of so far increasing the tem¬ 
perature were hotly contested, from a theoretical point of view ; 
but “the proof of the pudding i* in the eating,” and Mr. 
Cowper has proved beyond doubt that a blast of 1500*, 
combined with a very large and slowly-working furnace, 
will realise an economy (in fuel consumed per ton of iron 
made) which, in these days of competition, means just the 
difference between a fair profit and a heavy loss. The 
chief element of success in these stoves appears to be the making 
of the bricks as thin as possible, so that there may be but little 
depth for the heat to soak into or soak out of; and the author 
describes a form of brick, making what he calls 11 honeycomb 
filling,*’ with which there is nowhere a greater thickness than 
two inches, and this is always heated from both sides. 

Two papers on hydraulic cranes for steel works, by Mr, R. 
M. Daelen and Mr. T. Wrightson, and another by Mr. J. E. 
Stead, on a new form of gas sampler, do not require any special 
comment Finally we have a paper on blast furnace economy 
in relation to design, by Mr. R. Howson, which is of a some¬ 
what more suggestive character. The almost universal form of 
the interior ofa blast furnace is as follows From the throat, 
where the materials are charged and the gases collected, it 
widens slowly to a point about two-thirds of the way dow n, 
called the boshes. From thence it narrows again, but more 
rapidly, and ends in a shallow circular pit called the hearth. 
Mr. Howson asks whether this form has not, from beginning to 
end, been a “rule-of-thumb business ” with English engineers ; 
and whether the rapid narrowing below the boshes does not in 
fact favour the lodgment of half-melted cinder, and the conse¬ 
quent building up of “scaffolds,” which are known to be the 
most serious of all impediments to the successful working of a 
blast furnace. It is supposed that the hearth needs “relief 
from pressure; n but as a matter of fact the difficulty is to get 
the materials down quickly enough, and the easier their descent 
is made the better. He proposes a barrel-shaped form, having a 
regular curve at the boshes, instead of a sharp angle—a form 
actually adopted by the late Mr. Menelaus at Treforest, and 
with great success as to economy of fuel With the same object 
he educates the charging ©! the coke towards the tides of the 
furnace, had the stone towards the middle, and the preserving of 
this i fiction throughout, so as to have as muoh combustible 
material as possible above And bear to the tuyeres, 
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UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

University College, London. —The Department of Ap¬ 
plied Science and Technology In this college opens on October 
a, along with the rat of the college. The instruction in this 
department includes (i) lecturer on different branches of civil 
and mechanical engineering and surveying and levelling, drawing 
and practical experimental w ork in the engineering laboratory ; 
(a) lectures and practical laboratory work in electricity and allied 
branches of physics ; (3) lectures m architecture and architec¬ 
tural construction ; and (4) lectures and practical laboratory 
work in different branches of chemical technology, including 
brewing, heating and lighting, metallurgy, chemistry of the alkaB 
trade, and agricultural chemistry. Besides these technical and 
professional lectures, the Faculty of Science provides very com¬ 
plete courses of lectures In mathematics, physics, chemistry, and 
geology, the sciences upon which the professional knowledge 
must be based. 

On Tuesday last Mr. F, J. M. Tage, B.Sc., F.C.S,, was 
elected Demonstrator of Practical Chemistry at the London 
Hospital Medical College, 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS ' 

The Jmrnal of Anatomy and Physiology , vol. xvii. part 4, 
July, 1883, contains: On the action of saline cathartics, by Dr. 
Matthew Hay.—On the anatomy and physiology of the urinary 
bladder and of the sphincters of the rectum, by F. Le Gros Clark, 
F.R.S.—-On ten cases of congenital contraction of the stomach, 
with remark?, by W. Roger Williams (plate 17).—A new rule of 
epiphyses of long bones, and on the ossification of the temporal 
bone, by J. B. Sutton (plate 18).—On three cases of cerebellar 
disease, by Dr. Thomas Oliver.—A contribution to the anatomy 
of the Indian elephant, by Dr. R, 1 . Anderson.—On a case of 
semi-sgnatha or synotia in a lamb, by Frederic Eve.—On a case 
of primary epithelioma of the lung with secondary deposits in 
the kidney, vertebra?, and ribs, by W. E. Hoyle, M. A. (plate 19). 
—Researches into the histology of the central gray substance of 
the spinal cord and medulla oblongata, by Dr. W. A, Hollis 
(plate 20).—Qnthemembrana tympani, by Dr. J. M. Crombie.— 
An account of an obturator hernia, and of a fibrous body attached 
to the hydatid of Morgagni, by W. S. Richmond. 

The Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science for July 
contains !—On the ancestral form of the Chordata, by Prof. W. 
Hubrecht (plate 23).—On the renal organs of Patella, by J. T. 
Cunningham.—Ou a rare form of the blastoderm of the chick, 
and its bearing on the question of the formation of the vertebrate 
embryo, by Dr, C. O. Whitman (plates 24 and 25).—On the 
development of the pelvic girdle and skeleton of the hind limb 
in the chick, by Alice Johnson (plates 26 and 37).—On the 
development of the mole {Talpa europea), by Walter Heap* 
(plates 28 to 31).—On the tongue of Omithorhynchus paradoxus: 
the origin of taste bulbs and the parts upon which they occur, 
by Edward B. Poulton, M.A. (plate 32).—Observations upon 
the foetal membranes of the opofsuta and other marsupials, by 
Dr. H. F. Osborn (plate 33). 

The Journal of the Royal Microscopical Society for August 
contains:—On the red mould of barley, by C. G, MatthewB 
(plates 5 and 6),—On the spicules of Cucumatca hyndmanni t 
C, caldgera, and two allied forms, by Prof. F. Jeffrey Bell, 
M.A. (plate 8).—On a method of preserving the freshwater 
medusa, by Peter SQuire (four grains of bichloride of mercury 
to a pint of distilled water),—The mual summary of current 
researches and Proceedings of the Society. 

The American Journal of Science , September.—On the exist¬ 
ence in both hemispheres of a dry zone and its cause, by Arnold 
Guyot. The presence is determined of twq nearly rainless belts 
on both sides of the tropics, extending round the globe, and em¬ 
bracing most of tbe so-called deserts of both hemispheres. It is 
argued that tbe atmospheric currents, which are tbe great regu¬ 
lators of aqueous precipitation, are the primary cause of these 
subtropical dry zones.—On the relations of temperature to glacia¬ 
tion, by George F. Becker. Assuming the correctness of the 
generally received Opinion that the sun is a gradually cording 
body, it is concluded that the absolute maximum in the develop¬ 
ment of glaciers is past, and that the Glacial period was not one 
of general cold, but one of higher mean temperature at sea-level 
than the present.—Analysis of two varieties of llthiophilite 
(manganese triphilite) from Tubbs Farms, Maine, and Branch- 
ville, Connecticut, by S, L. Pecfield#—On the intensity of sotrad * 


I. The tmm and coefficient or damping oC $ 

Charles K. Wead.—The decay of roclra^oglaally toiuUML 
by Dr.' T. Sterry Hunt. . In this 

author insists («) on the evidence afforded by recent rategics* 
studies of die universality and antiquity of suha&rial decay loth 
of silic&ted crystalline rocks and of limestones, and of its grect 
extent in pre-Cambrian times; W on the preservation of thedW* 
integrated materials in rite, wherever theybav* been preteste d " 
from denudation by overlying strata, ml^tbefr powiticn in plncds 
sheltered from erosion, as in the Appalachian and St Lawfuno* 
valleys ; (c) on tbe Insignificant results of this process of dacO* 
since the Glacial period owing to the relatively short duration at 
that period, and probably also to Gauged atmospheric eofo 
ditions in recent tunes; (d) on the faot that the process has 
furnished the materials both for the clays, sands, and iron* oxides 
from the beginning of the Palaeozoic to the present timpend for the 
corresponding Eozeic rocks formed from the older feldsrmtb vodka 
by the partial loss of protoxide bases. The decay of miphuretted 
ores in the Eozoic rocics has also given rise to oxidised iron ones 
and to deposits of rich copper ores in various geological regions; 
(c) that the rounded masses of crystalline rocks left la the process 
of decay constitute not only the boulders of the drift, but, judg¬ 
ing from analogy, the similar ma-ses in conglomerates of various 
ages from Eosoic times.—On Mr. Glasebrook 1 * paper on tbe 
aberration of concave gratings, by H. A. Rowland.—On the 
stibmte from Japan, by Edward S. Dana. The author frilly 
describes and illustrates the remarkable series of specimens of 
crystallised stibnlte from Mount Kotang in the Island of Shi¬ 
koku, South Japan, which have recently come into the posses¬ 
sion of the Yale Museum.—Notes on the volcanoes of Northern 
California, Oregon, and Washington Territory, by Arnold 
Hague and Joseph P. Iddings.—Caasiterite, Rpodumene, and 
beryl in the Black Hills, Dakota, by William T. Blake.—Dis¬ 
covery of a new planetoid on the night of August 12, by C, H. 
F. Peters. 


The American Naturalist for June, 1883, contains;—Pearls 
and pearl fisheries, part i., by W. H, Dali—Aboriginal quar¬ 
ries : soapstoie bowls and tbe tool* used in their manufacture, 
by J. D. McGuire.—Annelid messmates with a coral, by I. W. 
Fewkes.—Progress of invertebrate palaeontology in the United 
States for the year 1882, by Dr. C. A. White.—Note* on the 
genus Campdon a of Rafinesque, by R. E. Call.—Mosses, by 
W. W. Bailey.—Emotional expression, by A- T. Bruce.—The 
developmental significance of miurari physiognomy, by C. D. 
Cope. 

July, 1883, containsThe Naturalist Brazilian expedition. 
No. 2 ; the low er Jacuhy and Sac jeronymo, by H, $. Smith. 
—Growth and development, by C. Morris.—FearD.and pearl 
fisheries, part 2, by W, H< Dali.—Catiinite: its antiquity as a 
material for tobacco pipes, by E, A. Barber. 

August, 1883, containsMeans of plant dispersion, by E. 
I. Hill*—On the classification of the Linnenn orders of Ortho- 
ptcra and Neuroptera, by A. S. Packard, jun.—On the power 
of scent in the turkey vulture, by S. N, Rhoads.—The Sipoono- 
phores (illustrated), by T. Walter FewkCs. 


Annalen der Physik tmd Chemie, July 15.—Theory of dis¬ 
persion, by L. Lorenz.—On the elliptical polarisation by reduc¬ 
tion from the surfaces of transparent bodies, by A. C. van Ryu 
van Alkemade.—The coefficient of refraction of some mixtures 
of alcohol and aniline, by W* Johst (with tables).—Remarks on 
E. LommeFs treatise ** ConcerningNewton's Rings,” by fieri 
Exner.—On a method of comparing electrical resistance* inde¬ 
pendent of the resUatice of the leads, by F. Kohlraitech,-^S<ifo6. 
determinations of the absolute resistance of a chain by mean* of 
an earth inductor and a galvanometer.—Concerning the effeet of 
polarisation with alternating currents, by A. Winkebnau.— 
Quantitative determination of the influence of the changes of 
temperature produced by extension upon , the measurement of the 
former, by Dr, A. Miller of Mvinchen,—On the admissabilfrr Of 
the acceptance of an electric sun potential and the eflTfeJ: it* 
interpretation on terrestrial phenomena, by Werner JfoMfti’r” 
Researches in gaseous constitution of heavenly bodies,. for A. 
Ritter of Aachen—On the reduction of the faudrt^en^ 
mechanics to their element*, by E. Rudd*.—On a new ,6f 
high specific weight, of highrefractive index and great dtipeftion, 
by Carl Rohrbsch (witii tables)*—&e cotre$ writing Of mte 
expressions of Arabic origin used in ofpJJ* 
z&pptjtz* ' ■ ^ t ,i; V o,./ 

SuU 4 in of the Belgian Rqm* ^ L 

the influence .exercised by 
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ritwmtohsri during inspiration and increased daring expiration 
a ppear * to be normally Utw in the care of the pig alone.—On 
the e tetot enoe and cause of a monthly periodicity of the aurora 
boreriii, by M. Terby, The paper is accompanied by a table 
of disturbances at Brussels during the years 1870-83 

arranged in monthly decade*. The existence of a monthly 
p e ri odici ty to demonstrated, and from a series of remarkable 
trior id mees it to suggested that in this periodicity is reflected 
the duration of the rotation of the sun round its axis. It to 
further argued that the magnetic perturbations accompanying the 
aurora borealis, which are closely associated with the appear¬ 
ance of fiotor spots, are probably subject to the same victosi* 
tries as the aurora*, and to the same periodicity.—Two memoirs 
an steam-engines, locomotives, breaks, and railway rolling stock, 
by M f Delacy.—Remarks on the force of the word discover)' as 
applied to the Ignanod<ms of Benrissart, by M. P. J, van Bene- 
den* The discovery of the large specimen recently exposed to 
public view in the court of the Brussels Natural History 
Museum, a full account of which appeared in Nat run, Sep¬ 
tember 6 (p. 439 )* to referred to M. Fagfes. But M. van Beneden 
shows that he wan the first to determine the connection of these 
gtaaatic fossils with the Iguanndon family.—'On some remains 
of fossil Cetacea collected in the phosphorated rocks between the 
Elbe and Weser, by M. P. T. von Beneden.—The following 
theorem to communicated by M. Catalan: 0, x, y being integers, 
every value of x satisfying the equation (a* + t) x 7 =* /* -f l, to 
the Item of three positive ?quam, with the exception of =* 1 
and x'j » 4* 3 + 1.*-On some autographs of Gretry, the famous 
compose? of Liege, by M, Ed, Fetis.—On some desiderata in 
the history of art in Belgium, by M. Ed. Mailly. 

Archives of Physical and Natural Sciences f Gencva t August 15. 
—On some remarkable movements occasionally accompanying 
the fall of hail ■'tones, by M. Daniel Colladon.—Mem >ir on earth¬ 
quakes and volcanoes, by Prof. F. Cordenons. In this first part 
of a comprehensive study of underground phenomena the author 
give* a general classification of seismic disturbances, and examines 
the various hypotheses hitherto proposed to account for them.— 
On the nomenclature of fossils in connection with the recent dis¬ 
cussions on botanic nomenclature, by M, Aiph. de Candolle,— 
On the American ants (concluded), by M. H. de Saussure,—On 
the movements of the ground recorded at the Neuebatel Obser¬ 
vatory, by Dr, Hirsch.—Meteorological observations with tables 
Of temperature and barometric pressure made at the Observatory 
of Geneva and on the Great Saint Bernard during the month of 

Rcndicouti of tk* Real* Istituto Lombardo di Scienze t lMUre % 
July nd f 1883. —Experimental studies on the parasite of tubercu¬ 
losis (Robert Koch’s bctciUys), by Prof. G. Sormani and Dr, E. 
Brugnatelli. The conclusions of Charnley Smith {Brit. Med. 
>**.. January, 1883) regarding the detection of the bacilli of 
tubercle In the breath of consumptive patients are not confirmed. 
Hence consumption would not appear 10 be infection*.—Cure of 
pneumonitis effected by the cold water method of treat merit, by 
Prot C. Golgi—On the quaternary vegetable fossils recently 
discovered byG B. Dell* Angelo in the Re district, Val Vegcwo, 

S Plrol R. SoedeBl—Remmkson the various method* of dis¬ 
torting the current to a system of electric lamps, by Prof. R. 
Furrihl—On the Institution of International Law and its opera¬ 
tion* during the years 1870-83, by C. C Norn.—Meteorological 
*or the month of July prepared at the Royal Brera 
Observatory, Milan, . 

SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

lomNyir 

S Society, June Contributions to our Know* 
Che Connection between Owteicql Constifutfou, Phy- 
'Action, nnd By T. Lauder. Bruuton, 

R.S., and J. Theodore Caeh, M.D. 
eerier the ambers the physiological action of 


. teWcli Vre •tettonJ*. ta combiiwd. They iSr affect the spinel 
mfii, «M»y •«««. *nd. ffitwclee, udte«dnneQ,toMitdyM these 
*««&«*• The coeae ofpoi*mi«g veriee V tle cfcJoHtfe he, et 
Aet e rtimuient action «*> the cord white with the iodide this it 
||» i a#teSi, «>d the paralysing action te net* distinct The 
*WP*, ewpiete, end pboapbate paralyse wafer nerves more 


powerfully than other salts, the iodide being the most powerful 
of all. 

Nineteen salts of the compound ammonias were investigated. 
They affect the spinal cord, motor nerves, and muscles. 

There is a marked difference In action between ammonia attd 
| the compound ammonias; while ammorfia causes well marked 
tetanus, compound ammonias as a rule produce symptoms of 
; motor paralysis, with the exception of those in which only one 
atom of hydrogen is substituted by an alcohol radical. This 
paralysis appears to be partly due to their action on the spinal 
oord and nerve centres, and partly to a curara-Iikc action on the 

motor nerves. 

Some of them apparently increase somewhat the excitability 
of the spinal cord at first, but this is temporary, and is shown 
rather by hyperoestbesia or tremor thao by convulsion ; and 
tetra-methyl and ethyl-ammonium salts differ from the di- or tri¬ 
methyl or ethyl-ammonias in having a much greater tendency to 
cause convulsions. 

The effect of the acid radical on the physiological action is less 
marked in the case of the compound ammonias than in the salts 
of ammonia itself. The iodides of the compound ammonias para¬ 
lyse motor nerves more quickly than either chlorides or 
sulphates. 

Salts of methyl, ethyl, amyl ammonium are more active than 
the corresponding ones of the di- and tri-compounds, but the 
tetra-compounds are most active of all. 

In the next part of the paper the effect of the salts of alkalies 
on muscle and nerve are considered. The substances investigated 
were the chlorides of lithium, sodium, potasHiura, rubidium, and 
caesium. These differ from ammonia in. having very little ten¬ 
dency to stimulate the spinal cord, and the chief symptom of 
poisoning by them is increasing torpor. Slight excitement of reflex 
action is noted at first in the case of potassium and rubidium. 

The motor nerves are not paralysed by caesium or rubidium, 
except in very large doses, but the other substances of this group 
paralyse them to a greater or le*sextent. Lithium and potassium 
are the most powerful. 

The contractile power of muscle (as shown by the height of 
curve) to increased by rubidium, ammonium, potassium, and 
caesium. It to unaffected by sodium excepting In large doses, and 
is almost invariably diminished by lithium. 

The action of substances belongingto the alkaline earths and 
earths is disarmed m the next section. The substances Investigated 
were the chlorides of calcium, strontium, barium, beryllium, didy- 
mium, erbium, and lanthanum. In regard to their action upon the 
nervous system, these substances fall into two groups : (0) contain¬ 
ing beryllium, calcium, strontium, and barium; and {b) containing 
yttrium, didymium, erbium, and lanthanum Group a has a ten¬ 
dency to increase reflex action, as evidenced by spasm or tremor. 
Grotq> b y reflex action in the cord appears to l«* little affected, but 
they appear to have a tendency to paralyse motor centres of the 
brain in the frog. Group a all paralyse motor nerves to some 
extent. Lanthanum has also a alight para’ysing action, but the 
other members of group h have not, agreeing in this respect with 
sodium and rubidium, and differing from all the others. The 
contracture produced by barium is enormous, resembling that 
produced by yeratria, *5 the authors have shown in a former 
paper. It is like that of veratria diminished by heat, cold and 
potash, and may be abolished by these agents. It to not so well 
marked when the drug to injected into the circulation, os when 
locally applied to the muscle. 

The action of some of the more important of those drugs can 
be graphically represented by a spiral, the terminal member* of 
which are potassium and barium, and these two are to a certain 
extent connected by ammonium as an intermediate link. 

The alterations effected in the action of the different members 
of these group? on muscle by the subsequent application of 
another to next discussed, and it to shown that the effect of one 
substance upon murele may be increased or diminished by the 
application of another. One of the most curious p unts is that 
two substances having a similar action may, Instead of increasing, 
neutralise each other’s effect. 

Ba rium, calcium, strontium, yttrium, and beryllium cause a 
gmt prolongation of the muscular carve or contracture. Some 
relations are pointed cut between the atomic weights of uft- 
togtmtoiag elements of which the date are too limited to draw 
| from them any general rule, but the authors think that they may 
powlUy feed by and by to some useful result. Thus rubidium 
in Ixtge dome has the some effect as barium in causing a veratria* 
Bice -curve, but barium dettroys the effect of rubidium before pro¬ 
ducing its own effect. 
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Rb $5*4x8=683*1 

Bft 137 X 5 = 685, 

In the next division the authors show that by alternate appli¬ 
cation of acids and alkalies the muscle of the frog may be made 
to describe, on a slowly revolting cylinder, curves which almost 
exactly resemble those described on a quick cylinder by the 
normal contraction of a muscle on stimulation ; and also those 
which the muscle describes on irritation after it has been 
poisoned by barium. They consider that the contraction of 
muscle may be possibly due in some measure at least to altera¬ 
tions in acid or neutral salts which the muscle contains. 

Entomological Society, September 5.—ML J. W. Dunning, 

F. L.S., president, in the chair.—Baron Oden-Sacken of Heidel¬ 
berg was eleettd a member of the Society,—Sir S. S. Saunders 
exhibited Idarmlla carica , Rasselq., which had been w lost sight 
of for more than a century ; and other interesting fig-in sects.— 
Mr. F. Knock exhibited an hermaphrodite specimen of Macropis 
/aiiaia, Fanz,—Mr. J. Coverdale exhibited specimens of Graphs 
lit ha aicana y Schliiger, a Tortrix x lew to Britain.—The Rev. H. 
S* Gorham read a revision of the genera and species of Malaco* 
derm Coleoptera of the Japanese fauna, part i., Lynda and 
Lampyrida. 

Sydney 

Linnean Society of New South Wales, July 25.—Prof. 
W. J. Stephens, M.A,, in the chair.—The following papers were j 
read : — On the myology of the Frilled Lizard (Chlamydcsaurus \ 
ICingii), by Charles lie Vis, B.A. The author does not find 
there is any special muscular mechanism connected with the 
reptile's habit of elevating the frill and of occasionally assuming 
the erect attitude. The function of the frill he regards as being 
partly to frighte'n assailants, partly to aid in the collection and 
concentration of the waves of sound,—De*criptions of Austra¬ 
lian Microlepidoptera, No. 9, by E. Meyrick, B.A,—Some 
remarks on the action of tannin on Infusoria, by Harry Gilliatt. 

Paris ] 

Academy of Sciences, September 10,—M. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, in the chair.—On certain predictions relative to seismic 
disturbances, by M. Faye. The author exposes the groundless 
character of the theory recently advanced by M. Delauney and 
others, regarding the connection of earthquakes with the planet¬ 
ary movements, and more particularly with the supposed transit 
of Jupiter through the August meteors.—Separation of gallium 
(continued). Separation from titanic acid, by M. Lecoq de 
Boi&baudran.—A new method of filtration for highly diluted pre¬ 
cipitates, by M. Lecoq de Boisbaudran.—Memoir on induction, 
by M. P. ^Le Cordier. In this paper the author adopts the 
tneoiy of a continuous and incompressible medium, by the 
transUtions and pressures of which are produced electric currents 
and electrostatic phenomena. Electromotor and electrostatic 
effects of induction are calculated approximately for a hollow 
sphere forming an insulated conductor, homogeneous, isotropic, 
and non-magnetic, turning with a constant angular velocity round 
a fixed axis iu a uniform and permanent magnetic field. 
—Experiments made at Grenoble, by M. Marcel Deprez, 
on the transmission of force by electricity. Note com¬ 
municated by M. Boulanger on behalf of the Committee 
appointed by the city of Grenoble to follow these experiments. 
—Cholera from the standpoint of chemistry, by M. Ramon de 
Luna. From his chemical and physiological studies in Madrid 
and the Philippines the author concludes that cholera is propa¬ 
gated exclusively through the respiratory organs, and that the 
only safe treatment is the inhaling of hypoaaotic vapour mixed 
with air. The best prophylactic is also found m hypoaaotic 
fumigations of rooms, utensils, &c M twice a day. During the 1 
terrible outbreak at Manilla, in 18S2, this treatment was adopted 
with complete success in the case of three hundred artisans em- ! 
ployed in the mint.—Observations of the new comet discovered ’ 
by Mr. Brooks on September 2, and of the planet 234 made at 
the Paris Observatory (equatorial of the West Tower), by M. 

G, Bigourdan.—Proposition on a question of mechanics touch¬ 
ing the figure of the earth, by M. E. Brassinne.—Laws of in¬ 
duction due to the variation of intensity in currents of diverse 
forms; circular current, by M, Quet.—On the absorption of 
the ultra-violet rays by albuminoid substances, by M, J. L. Soret 
From his experiments, in which he was assisted by MM. Danilev¬ 
sky and Denis Monnier, the author concludes that all albuminoid 
substances hitherto studied Contain ft common principle, to which 
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is due their characteristic absorptive band. Gelatine, which in 
so many other respects differs from albumen, acta quite dif¬ 
ferently. It is much mote transparent, and gives rfe© to no 
bands.—On the proportion of feed ooU'Umed by dogs under, 
various temperatures, by M. Guimaraet. In the normal state the 
average daily consumption varied from one-tenth to one-sixteenth 
of the weight of the body ; in a temperature of so 4 to m* C. 
from one-ninth to one-twelfth. —On the division of the cellular 
nucleus in plants, by M. L. Guignord.—On the structure of the 
leaf of the fossil genus Sphemopiylfw** ranging from the Lower 
Carboniferous to the Upper Permian systems, by M. B. Renault. 
—General conclusions on the emsea of chemical change in 
wheaten flour, and on the best conditions for preserving Tt for 
long periods in a sound state, by M. Balland. 

September 17.—M. Blanchard, president, in the chair.—Allu¬ 
sion was made by (he president to the loss sustained by the 
Academy in the person of M. Puiseux, member of tbe Geo¬ 
metrical Section, who died at Froute nay on September 9.—On 
the destructive fires caused by lightning, with some suggested 
improvements in lightning conductors Jone illustration), by M. 
D. Colladon.—On the possibility of increa ing the Irrigating 
waters derived from the Rhone by regulating the discharge from 
the Lake of Geneva, by M. Ar. Dumont. The author dwells 
on the great benefits likely to be conferred on the southern de* 
partments of France by the project recommended by the Geneva 
Commission. This project, which might b© carried out at an 
expenditure of about 180,000/., involves the creation of a 
hydraulic force of 7000 horse-power, by which the level of the 
lake at high water might be reduced by at least o'60 ra. f and 
the minimum discharge of the Rhone at the outlet increased by 
80 me. per second.—Elements and ephemerides of the Pons- 
Brooks comet of 1812, by MM. Schulhof and Bosscrt.—Search 
for the red star observed during the total eclipse of the sun 
on May 6, 1883, by M. E. L. Trouvelot. The subsequent 
disappearance of this object might perhaps justify the supposi¬ 
tion tnat it was an intra-Mercurial planet. But pending more 
accurate observations the author suspends his judgment on this 
point. —On the double star 3 2400 of the Dorpat Catalogue, by 
M. Perrotin.—Electric law of the conservation of energy under 
all forms at entrance and issue of any material system traversed 
by the electric current, by M. G. CabanelUs, —On a new 
capillary electrometer, by M. A. Chervet.—Note on Hall's 
electric phenomenon, by M. Aug. Righi.—Qualitative research 
of manganese in the zinc of commerce, in zinc ashes and zinc 
spar, and search for bismuth in the lead of commerce by means 
of electrolysis, by M. A. Guyard,— New observations on the 
microbes of fishes, by MM. L. Olivier and Cb. Richet.—On the 
olfactory apparatus in the antennae of Vanessa Io, by M, J. 
Chatin,—On the venomous properties of the jequirity, by MM. 
Cornil and Berlioz.—On the microbes found in the liver and kid¬ 
neys of victims to yellow fever (three illustrations), by M. Babes. 
---*-.--*-*- 
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PHYSIOLOGICAL CRUELTY 

Physiological Cruelty , or Fact versus Fancy; an Inquiry 
into the Vivisection Question . By Philanthropos. 

(London : Tinsley Brothers, 1883.) 

E desire to draw the most marked attention to this 
little book. The author says that his “ aim has 
been to place in the hands both of professional and un¬ 
professional readers a sort of compendium of the principal 
facts and most obvious reasonings on the question of 
experiment on living animals. ,, Such being his ** aim/’ 
he has hit his mark with singular force and precision. 
For our own part, after having read the literature on both 
sides of the vivisection question ad nauseam , we feel that 
no essay which has yet appeared upon the subject is better 
worthy of perusal both by lay and professional readers, 
and therefore we can have no doubt that, again to quote 
the words of its preface, " such a work may prove useful 
to medical men who have not time to consult books of 
reference, and examine into the details of the subject for 
themselves, without its being too technical to interest 
those of the general public who are willing to give thought 
and attention to a most important matter.” 

Whoever “ Philanthropes ” may be, he is clearly a man 
having an accurate and extensive knowledge of physio- 
logy, combined with a sound and careful judgment, re¬ 
markable literary ability, and a wise moderation of speech. 
His conclusions are everywhere reasoned conclusions, 
and being well eqtiipped with the armour of fact, both on 
the right hand and on the left—ethics and physiology— 
we do not know a more hopeless engagement than it 
would be for any one who has arrived at different conclu¬ 
sions to meet this writer with these weapons of un¬ 
deniable fact and dispassionate reason. But with all this 
he is something more (and may we not add, something 
better ?) thftn a man of science and a logician. He is 
clearly a man of large and generous heart, of finely strung 
feelings, and a lover bf animals as well as " a lover of 
men. 1 ' u Philanthropes,” indeed, while giving us step by 
step the reason of the faith that is in him, shows us by 
many indications that he is not a man to have joined sides 
with the physiologists merely from his love of science 
(supposing, as we feel entitled to suppose, that he is a 
working physiologist), but has been led to do so chiefly on 
the grounds, invito largest sense, of humanitarianism. 

The treatise begins with an introductory chapter on the 
"Duty of Unprejudiced Investigation / 1 and then goes on 
to consider in successive chapters, "What is Pain?” 
"What is Cruelty?” "Our Rights over Animals;” 

# " What is Vivisection?” 

Thus far it may be said that the writer is concerned 
with questions of definition, but in the vivisection contro¬ 
versy *0 much turns upon these questions that it is most 
desirable to begin with a clear exposition of all the above- 
mentioned points. In our opinion this exposition is the 
best that has so far been published. It only covers fifty 
pages, but these are so well packed that, while they read 
like the simple flowing of common sense, it is evident that 
they must have consumed a large amount of thought and 
labourihtheix production. 

Vox* JCXVitL—NO. 727 


The work proceeds to consider "The Relation of Ex¬ 
periment to Physiology ” and “ The Relation of Medicine 
to Experiment” These are admirable chapters, full of 
clear and competent teaching, which it is most desirable 
that every one who ventures to express an opinion upon 
either side of the vivisection controversy should have 
assimilated. Next follows an important chapter on 
u Legislation, Past, Present, and Possible/ 1 which con¬ 
tains many judicious remarks on the administration of the 
present Act. A list of the more important researches 
which have been already prevented by the Home Office 
is given, and it is then urged : u The defenders of medical 
research ask for no such sweeping measure on their side. 
They have not demanded the repeal of the Act 39 and 40 
Viet, ch. 77, whose short and insulting title is ‘The 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876/ They would be content 
if it were administered in a spirit which takes for granted 
more humanity in experimenters, less omniscience in 
Home Secretaries, and more tru-tworthiness in their 
advisers. ... It is surely absurd that an unqualified 
person should have the power of going behind the 
opinions of these high authorities, and contradicting them 
upon their own ground. On the contrary, the Home 
Secretary's professional advisers ought to be, like the 
Queen's, responsible for all technical points. . . . The 
Act is at present worked upon the principle that medical 
men are not to be trusted, their leaders’ certificates not to 
be depended upon, and that cruelty would be the rule if 
it were not made impossible. But the profession was 
tried for cruelty before the Royal Commission and was 
acquitted. It would only be fair, therefore, to act on the 
basis of that acquittal, and admit that the abuse of their 
very restricted liberty is to be looked for as the exception, 
and not the rule. Therefore let the determination of who 
is to be licensed, and for what, rest [as was intended by 
the Royal Commissioners] with those who understand the 
subject matter of the decision. They are the best judges 
of the value of what is proposed to be done ; and the 
sens? of responsibility to the nation, and the public 
opinion of their own profession, will be amply sufficient 
safeguards against too great laxity, Probably the members 
of the * anti-vivisectionist' societies do not believe that 
there is any such professional public opinion ; but there is# 
and it is an effectual though quiet check on the few who 
need it. But if any influence from without could injure 
it , it would be the constant ignoring and denying of its 
existence 

After a concluding chapter there are several very in¬ 
teresting appendices. Of these we have only space to 
notice the one on "The Medical Minority.” Here it is 
first pointed out that of the forty-seven skilled witnesses 
who were examined before the Royal Commission only 
two were of the opinion that experiments are not neces¬ 
sary for original research in physiology. These are Mr. 
George Macilmain, M.RX.S>, 1818 (retired from prac¬ 
tice), and Dr. W. B. A. Scott * If persons of repute 
existed in the ranks of the medical profession willing to 
give adverse evidence, we may fairly suppose that they 
were called for on that occasion.* 1 But "a third excep¬ 
tion to the unanimity of medical min is furnished by the 
author of a pamphlet which has lately been widely circu- ^ 
lated by an anti-vi visectionist society." This pamphte£ ; 
on the " Uselessness of Vivisection upon 
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Method of Scientific Research," by Lawson Tab, F.R.C.S., 
&c. Our regret that Mr. Lawson Tait should have de¬ 
stroyed any reputation he p \ay have had as a man who 
ought to have some acquaintance with physiology, by 
making so public a display of his astonishing want of 
knowledge, prohibits us from saying much upon this 
painful episode in the vivisection controversy, “ Philan¬ 
thropes," indeed, has treated him with a leniency which 
is suggestive of compassion ; but while it was necessary 
for our author to show by a few quotations in what a 
quagmire of ignorance and inaccuracy Mr. Lawson Tait 
his here immersed himself, we have no heart to look at 
so sorry a spectacle. 

Having thus stated the aim and scope of the work 
before us, wc may conclude this notice by quoting a pas¬ 
sage or two as f.iir samples of its literary merit and 
argumentative tone :— 

“This then is the sum total of the pain-giving experi¬ 
ments upon animals performed in England during three 
years. Less than too cases, of which ihe great majority 
consist of inoculation-., followed—not by torture, but—by 
illness, form the contributions of our country to the 
‘systematic torturing of thousands of beasts all over the 
world,' referred to by a writer on the subject. It is a pity 
that ninety-five animals should have been put to any dis¬ 
comfort at afi ; and if illness and pain could be abolished 
from the world at on£ blow, the happiness of the lower 
creatures would be no small ingredient in the general joy. 
As it is, however, physiologists must aim at something 
humbler; they must try to decrease what they cannot 
destroy, and to alleviate where they cannot heal. And 
those who wish to narrow the means at their command 
for doing so, by totally prohibiting experiments on living 
animals, had better be quite sure that they know what 
the state of things is which they propose to alter. The 
same writer says that ‘experimentation on living animals 
is a system of long protracted agonies, the very recollec¬ 
tion of which is enough to make the soul sick as with a 
whiff and an aftertaste from a moral sewer.' The degree 
of correspondence between this phrase and the facts of 
English physiological practice will be apparent to the 
reader of the foregoing pages. And it is with facts alone 
that we wish to deal" 

Again, after narrating a long list of cases in which 
medical and surgical practice, both on men and animals, 
has been directly indebted to physiological experiments, 
it is said 

“ The part of experiment in the progress of medicine is 
not confined to such results as can be catalogued. At 
every turn it controls observations, corrects deductions, 
verifies discoveries, suggests inquiries, always (as Prof. 
Sharpey so well said before the Royal Commission) 

* putting a Lwnp in the hand of the physician/ This lamp 
has bcca tumOd down rather low in England, but it still 
burn*. Will the world be better if it is altogether extin¬ 
guished, and the task of shedding light upon the onward 
path of medicine, left to the torch-bearers of other 
countries ? For it jfc inevitable that—if the present anti- 
experimental agitation should prove successful—its history 
mast tend to force aU physiologists into identifying ten¬ 
derness to animals with unscientific sentimentalism, and 
unreasoning disregard of the sufferings of men. And that 
injury to their finer feeling which is now supposed to 
have resulted from the free\exercise of their profession 
must in truth come to pass rome measure from its 
enslavement in England* \ 

Unfortunately on the swbjedt vivisection the great 

Verity of persons seem totfefftfc Amt they are entitled to 
^opg opinions without wait inghj consider or inquire* 


[Oct. 4 , 1883 


Were this not the case, we should predict that this little 
book would have an enormous sale, for it is one that Costs 
very little, either in time or money, to read, and it is 
written by some thoroughly competent and very judicious 
author. But although we are afraid that it will not meet 
with the recognition which it unquestionably deserves, 
we are not without hope that many who read this review, 
and who desire to form their opinions touching the vivi¬ 
section controversy on a basis of sound information and 
consecutive reasoning, may be induced to see how much 
ado about nothing that controversy has raised. 

GiioRfiE J. Romanes 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

The 'Transactions of the New Zealand Institute. Vol. 
xv. for 1882. Edited by James Hector, M.D., F,R,S, 
Issued May, 1883. 

This volume of nearly 600 pages contains a number of 
interesting and valuable papers on zoology, botany, and 
geology. As might naturally be expected, most of these 
relate to the fauna, flora, or geological structure of New 
Zealand, and in this way we can note from year to year 
the excellent progress that is being made in the scientific 
exploration of this country. While the paper, type, and 
general appearance of this royal octavo volume are excel¬ 
lent, we would venture to hint that it is possible that 
sufficient time is hardly given to the authors, no doubt 
widely scattered from Wellington, to properly correct 
their proofs, and that the general artistic finish of the 
numerous plates might be greatly improved. 

Among the more important contributions to this volume 
may be mentioned the following :—Zoology : E. Meyrick, 
descriptions of New Zealand Microlcpidoptera. Allud¬ 
ing to the descriptions of Walker and Butler as unreliable, 
the author in the first part of his memoir describes twenty- 
nine species of Crambidec, sixteen as new. In a second 
part a list of Tortricina is given; of thirty-eight species, 
eleven are described as new. C. Chilton, several papers 
on new or rare species of Crustacea; several subterranean 
forms are described, G. M. Thomson, on New Zealand 
Copepoda ; Prof. Hutton, several papers on the struc¬ 
ture of Gasteropoda, and on additions to the Molluscan 
fauna; W. Colenso, on some new Arachnida; W. T, L. 
Travers, on the distribution of birds; R. W. Fereday, 
descriptions of many new butterflies; W. Arthur, notes 
on fishes; T. F. Cheescman, on two new Planarians; 
Prof, von Haast, on a skeleton of Megaptera lalandiij 
Prof. J. Jeffery Parker, several anatomical memoirs. 
Botany: W. M, MaskeU, on new Desmids; T* F. 
Cheeseman, additions to t,he flora; W. Colenflq. new 
ferns and flowering plante ; John Inglis, accounts of tome 
diatomaceous deposits ; Charles Knight, on the lichens 
of New Zealand j D. Petrie, on two new species of Carex. 
Geology : S. Herbert Cox, on the minerals of New 
Zealand; Prof. F. W. Hutton, on some Tertiary shells, 
and on a silt deposit; W. S. Hamilton, on the formation 
of the quartz pebbles of the Southland Plains ; T. A. Pond, 
on the occurrence of platinum in quart* lodes at the 
Thames Gold Fields. Several miscellaneous papers are 
added, one of the most interesting being an accottat of a 
visit to Macquarie Island, the most southerly island of 
the New Zealand group; it lies considerably to the south 
of Kerguelen Land or the Crozets. It is about eighteen 
miles Tong, and five miles broad. A list of the plants 
collected is given; their affinities are all towards the New 
Zealand flora, and no new species were discovered. 

Electricity and its Uses. ByT. Mumro. (London: The 
Religious Tract Society, tstfj.) 

In attempting to give the general reader * an u miefflt wafo 
ing of all the essential parts rv of the xnoce wonderful «4d 
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recent of the electrical inventions, Mr. Munro has tried 
to accomplish a well nigh impossible task. That he j 
should have been perfectly successful in his endeavour ls ; 
hardly to be expected; nevertheless he has produced a 
book which a person unacquainted with electrical science 
may read with pleasure, and from which such a person 
may learn what wonders are accomplished by the aid of 
electricity, and in a general way how this powerful and 
subtle agent does its work. 

The first thirty-one pages, in which the author gives so 
much of the theory of electricity as may be necessary to 
enable any one to understand his descriptions of the 
inventions which follow, form without doubt the weak 
part of this book. In describing the effect of grouping 
thermopiles and elements in series, the author seems to 
have confused electromotive force with current strength, 
for he says that with such a combination a powerful 
current equal to the sum of the elementary ones will cir¬ 
culate in the connecting wire. The short chapter on 
induction is likely to cause in the mind of a person unac¬ 
quainted with electrical science some confusion between 
statical and current induction. 

With the fourth chapter a description of the inventions 
begins, and here it may be said that the book proper 
begins. The chapters on the telegraph and telephone 
and all the inventions which depend on the telephone are 
excellent, (he general principles being so clearly given as 
to be readily understood. The theory of the dynamo is 
too difficult for an essentially popular book, and here, as 
in one or two other places, the author has wisely refrained 
from leading his readers into a sea of complexity from 
which they could with difficulty have escaped, but has 
carried them over with an agility worthy of a conjurer. 
The remaining chapters, which deal with lighting, trans¬ 
mission of power, heating, and plating, are written in a 
popular style, and will no doubt be read with interest. 

C. V. B. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor does mi hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by Ms correspondents. Neither can he undertake to return , 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts , 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible , The pressure on his space is so great 
that U is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance exfen 
of communications containing interesting ana novel facts.] 

Professor Henriei’s Address at Southport 

Mr. J, J. Walker, in his letter printed in your last number 
(p. $1$), draws attention to the works of Chaslcs, and I am glad 
that he has thus given me an opportunity of saying a few words 
about the relation in which the writings of this great geometer 
stand to those of the German geometers mentioned in my 
address. 

I am fully aware'that his works ore well known in England, 
and so I believe are those of Poncelet and others, But the 
study of the works of Chasles does not give os complete a view 
of the variety of methods invented and results obtained on the 
Continent as might be expected from the author of the " Aperipi 
Historique ” (1837). In that brilliant work he regrets himself 
that he does not understand German, and does not therefore give 
an account of what was done in Germany by M Steiner, PJttqker, 
Mfrbiu*, &c„** and It seems that he always remained ignorant of 
k> At all events he did not fill up those gaps in his important 
“lUppori” of 1870. In much of his own work contained in 
his M Apercu” he bad been anticipated by Mdblua and Steiner, 
and his H G&un&rie $up<£rieure,” which appeared twenty years 
later tou Steiher’s “Entwickelungen,” and twenty-six yean 
than the ** Bory-centrisehe Colcul, by Mdbius, and which 
is, tbeSeve, in England considered the chief book from which 
to leam modern Continental geometry, must not he taken as a 
standard of what at the time of ks publication was known in 

ySdvmjard to the arithmetic, l beg to >aint out that 1 only 
jtiUge froia my ex* Notice as ou examiner. The methods of 


abbreviating calculations with decimals must have been known 
long before De Morgan, I fancy, but that is a very different thing 
from having them introduced as an important part of the teach¬ 
ing of arithmetic in schools. 

The manner in which a large numl>er of candidates worked 
examples at tbc London University Matriculation Examination 
startled me considerably, especially as I noticed that the procej- s 
of working decimals described in my a<ldre;s was used by candi¬ 
dates who otherwi; c gave evidence of really sound knowledge 
atul good teaching. O. Henrici 

i The New Comet 

1 The new comet (Pons) was seen here la*d night in the 6-inch 
equatorial, its place closely corresponding to tint of the 
ephemeris contained in the recent Dun Echt Circular. 

i In the comet eyepiece it was large, round, and faint, with no 
tail and 1 ut little trace of central condensation. It might, in 
sweeping have been taken for a nebula, having very much that 
look. I could n>>t see it in the 2-inch finder, and though fairly 
visible in the comet eyepiece (power 35), a very little mist that 
came up rapidly olveureu it. J. Rand Catron 

Guildown Observatory, Guildford, October 2 

The Genus "Simotes” of Snakes 

In the report of the Committee appointed by the British 
A L sociation for tbc* investigation of Timor I.aut, given in at 
Southport during the recent meeting, 1 find that among the 
snakes discovered by me one has been described as a new species 
of Simoles, and is noted as being of **special interest, as no 
species of the genus had hitherto been previously known to 
occur eastward of Java." In the Proceedings of the Zoological 
Society for the year 1864, p. 180, a species of Simote*, S. aus- 
traliSt was described by Gerard KrefTr, from Port Curtis, 
Australia, as being " the first Simoles discovered in Australia.” 

Aberdeen, October 1 Hunky O. Forbes 

Floating Pumice 

Referring to a note in the last number of Nature (p. 532)* 
giving; an account of a steamer's having encountered vas 1 
quantities of pumice in the Indian Ocean, it may be of interest 
to record that after passing, in the R. M.S. Quetta , the Straiis of 
Sundn on July 9 last (having sailed clo^e under the then active 
Krakatoa), wc traversed a continuous field, unbroken ns far as 
the eye could reach, of pumice, every day till the evening of the 
12th, when our position must have been six hours (± 60 miles) 
to the wet.t of our noon position, 93* 54' E. long, and 5° 53' S. 
lat. £apt, Templeton assured me that there was, singularly 
enough a current against us all the way from the Straits of 
one-third of a mile per hour. There can be no doubt 
that this pumice came from Krakfttoa, and possibly also that 
mentioned by the steamer in your note last w eek. The pumice 
knobs were all water-worn, and a few had barnacles of about 
one inch in length growing on them. It will be recollected that 
the eruption first broke out on May 22 and 23. 

Aberdeen, October x Henry O. Forbes 

<* Elevation and Subsidence ” 

In the number of Nature for September 20, Mr. W. F. Stanley 
(p, 488) requests reference# to where it has been considered that 
the sinking on the coast of Greenland is due to the weight of 
inland accumulation of ice. If Mr. Stanley has only so lately 
as the present year advocated this opinion, though doubtless the 
idea has arisen independently with him, he certainly has no right 
to consider himself the originator of it, which he seems disposed 
to do. So far a# I am aware the priority in due to Mr. T. F, 
Jamieson (Quart. Journ. Ged. Soc . vol, xxl 1865), who attri¬ 
buted the subsidence, which is universally conceded to have 
occurred during the Glacial period, to the enormou * weight of 
snow resting on the land, considering that if the interior of the 
earth on which the crust rests Is in a state of fusion, a depression 
might take pUce from a cause of this kind; and then the 
melting of the ice would account for the rising of the land which 
seems to have followed upon the retreat, of the glaciers. 

Unaware of this proposition, in 1871 (President’s Address, 
Pros. Liverpool Goal, Soc. *871-7* : Mag. wft. Jx, 1872) | 

in the same way ascribed the subsidence of the land during the 
Glacial period to the combined weight of show and the boatde 
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clay, that is of the mud, &c., which then issued in streams from 
beneath the glaciers, and contains the pebbles derived from 
distant localities which had drifted in icebergs and coast-ice, 
and been dropped into it, the land being raised to a considerable 
extent when, upon the return kf a more genial climate, it was 
relieved of its load of ice and snow. 

Prof. N. 5, Shaler, of Harvard College, U.S.A., in 1874 
{Mem. Boston Soc. Nat . Hist . vol. ii.), considering that by the 
hypothesis of Adhemar the conditions which would have resulted 
were not fulfilled during the last Glacial period, concluded that 
we may more reasonably look to the weignt of ice then accumu¬ 
lated on the continents for the depression of the land areas it 
occupied. 

In a paper on the 4 4 Cause of the Glacial Period,” read before 
Section C at the meeting of the British Association at Bristol, 
1875 {Report, p. 79; also Geol. Mag., Decade II., vol. ii.) 

I adduced evidence tending to prove that such a subsidence 
of the Isthmus of Panama has taken place as would allow a 
diversion of the equatorial waters of the Atlantic into the 
Pacific ; as a consequence of which similar effects to those which 
occurred during the Glacial period might have been produced. 
The formation of the Canal ought to afford to competent ob¬ 
servers absolute proof whether such has been the case or not. 
In the c nurse of the essay I ascribed not only the subsidence 
during the Glacial period, but also th\t now rapidly progressing 
in Greenland, to the weight of the greatly increased accumulation 
of snow ; and that the rise of the land in Norway is dependent 
on the removal of pressure by the melting or diminution of the 
glaciers. It does not appear unlikely that to a great extent the 
rising of the Andes may be due to the dissolution of the snow 
which once covered the^e mountains in a greatly increased 
degree, it may-have been contemporaneously with the Glacial 
period in Europe and North America ; and in part to the 
transfer of pressure, by the materials derived from its flanks and 
brought down by the Amazon and its tributaries forming at its 
delta the 41 measure* 1 ' in this great cml-field of South America 
n >w in process of formation. 

Mr. J. Starkie Gardner, at a much later period ( Geol. Mag., 
June, 1881) stated that great accumulations of ice in the Glacial 
period seem to have been accompanied by subsidence, and even 
Greenland at the present day may be sinking under its ice-cap. 
In the same year the Rev. O. Fisher, in 44 Physics of the Earth’s 
Cru 4 ”(p. 223), accounted for the raised shell beds found in 
Scandinavia at an altitude of 700 feet, by the country having 
been formerly depressed owing to its being loaded with heavy 
ice field q and that its gradual subsequent rise may have been 
caused by the ice having melted off. He remarks that similar 
movements have occurred and arc now going on in Greenland ; 
and that the subsidence of 6 or 8 feet in a century may possibly 
be accounted for by the snow-fall being at present greater than 
is carried off by the glaciers and evaporation. 

During ths present yew Mr. W. F. Stanley (Nature, vol, xxvii. 
p, 523) held that the cause of the coast of Greenland sinking is 
the weight of the present accumulation of ice upon that con¬ 
tinent. Quite recently Mr. Searles V. Wood {Gaol. Mag., July, 
1883, footnote) thinks that the overwhelming of reindeer pas¬ 
tures by the ice during the centuries of Danish occupation, and 
the indie ui ms of subsidence afforded by the position of ancient 
dwelling, miy show that the ice is now augmenting, and the 
land sinking under its weight. 

But the great question is not to whom belongs the priority of 
attributing the depreisio.i of the land during the Glacial period, 
and at present in Greenland, to the weight of accumulated snow, 
and the reelevation to its removal ; even this explanation of the 
phenomena under consideration, important though it may be, h 
but an item in the still greater oae, namely, whether the depres¬ 
sion which has taken place and is still in progress at the mouths 
of great rivers, in their deltas, in the estuaries and bays into 
which, emptying themselves, they carry mud, sand, pebbles, and 
other debris, is caused by the weight of these accumulated 
deposits pressing down the crust of the earth beneath them, thus 
permitting further accumulation to any extent; and also whether 
the subsidence, which by every one is conceded to have occurred 
during the deposition of all stratified rocks, from the earliest of 
which we can read the record in the u great stone book " to 
those now in progress, is due to the same cause—the weight of 
the materials of which they have been formed. 

The converse has also tb he inquired into, whether the eleva- 
tloa of the land and the formation of hflU and mountains is the 
result of the abrasion of the land and the transfer of the 
legrated material* to a distance by rain and rivers; thus reliev¬ 


ing by so much the locality from which they have been remoYed 
of the weight pressing on the crust of the earth. The highest 
hills in a district are those from which the greatest amount has 
been removed by denudation, their summits not unfrequently 
consisting of the lowest rocks in the geological series of the 
neighbourhood. 

Birkenhead, September 22 Charles Ricketts 


I quite agree with Mr. Mackie in believing that u the con¬ 
nection between sedimentation and subsidence on the one hand, 
and between denudation and elevation on the other," are 
“ simply concomitant effects of the same cause that, in fact, 
depressions in the earth’s crust are the cause of sedimentary 
deposits, and not the deposits the cause of the depressions, and, 
further, that the elevations and depressions arc caused by lateral 
pressure developed by the shrinking of the earth’s cruft; but if 
it necessary that certain parts of a depressed area should be 
44 strengthened by volcanic outbursts, «c. " ? I do not think 
so. 

If a magazine or book with a paper cover be held close, and 
pressed from back to front, the mass of the leaves is thrown into 
anticlinal and synclinal curves though the book is at no point 
stronger than at any other ; the pressure is brought to bear upon 
the bo^k, and as it cannot 44 telescope,” it is necessarily bent 
upwards and downwards. Is this not something like what hap¬ 
pens to the rock ? 

Take, for example, the Old Red Sandstone between the base 
of the Grampians and the Carboniferous rocks of Fife. This is 
a plain partly composed of sandstones, partly of sandstone with 
iuterhedded volcanic rocks, and partly of solid masses of vol¬ 
canic ejecta. The plain has been bent into two anticlinal and 
two synclinal curves. 

In such a varied area, if anywhere, one would expect to find 
evidence of the influence of the relative strength of the rocks In 
m idifying their curvature. 

The syncline nearest to the Grampians is mainly composed of 
sandstone and conglomerates ; as these rocks bend up towards 
the anticlinal axis to the south, the Sidlaw HitU (composed of 
hard sandstones and interbedded porphyrite, &c.) present a very 
striking example of strengthening of the beds ; still they are 
neither on the anticlinal nor the synclinal axis, for though near 
to and towering high above the former, they lie on the slope of 
the beds dipping towards the north. The rocks of the second 
syncline arc sand done 9 with intrusive and interbedded lavas, the 
volcanic rocks greatly increasing in proportion to the sedimentary 
towards the synclinal axis near the estuary of the Tay, toward* 
which the rocks are gently bent up, while across the estuary, 
which occupies the position of the denuded arch of the anticline, 
the rocks are almost entirely sheets of lava, with volcanic 
breccias, &c. 

Thus we have a synclinal and anticlinal curve, both of sand¬ 
stone, while the hard and thickly-bedded volcanic rocks form 
part of the slope between them, and again we have a ayncline 
partly composed of interbedded lavas and sandstones, while the 
almost entirely volcanic rocks are bent up into an anticline. 

It would therefore seem that the quality and thickness of the 
rock masses have very little influence upon the form pf the 
curves into which they are bent.. jA«*',PuitHAM 

Newport, Fife ‘ ^ 


Photography and Still Life ; 

1 have been assured, by a gentleman to whose opinion all 
dabblers in science photography must bow, that the following 
method of photographing objects of stUl life was unknown to 
him, and that Its publication might prove useful to others. 

Having some years ago to photograph a series of implements 
to illuitrete a paper on the Harness Cave, I was met at the out* 
set by the difficulty of avoiding cast shadows and sunk acces¬ 
sories as were needful for posing the objects to be copied* It 
occurred to me that a pane of glass* a white cloth, and souse 
beeswax would meet the difficulty ; as objects fisted to the glass 
by beeswax with a white cloth behind them would “ come oat V 
on a white ground free from the shadows and accessories t 
wished to avoid* Having been recently asked to photograph 
some important bones, teeth* and flint implements* necessity, 

■*the mother of invention*" has much improved on the original 
rough process, and 1 can confidently recommend the following 
cheap apparatus as extremely efficient, ^ a im*e/v;;|iaiie of 
plate glass with a hole drilled In the centre (far mtaauig such 
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object*«« my be too heavy for the beet wax). The pane to 
tilde between two grooves into Any convenient movable stand, 
life Advantage o t this form and arrangement is obvious ns after 
the object or objects are fixed to the glass they can be inverted 
or placed sideways *s may best suit the light, without moving 
the camera, Moreover, the stand can be tilted or set obliquely 
at the operator's pleasure, the object being thus adjusted to the 
camera instead of the camera to the object. The backgrounds 
can of courtie be changed at will to any shade between black 
and white—* mobt important power, as a background that will 
set off one object will often be unsuitable to another. 

Torquay, September 15 Arthur R. Hunt 

Animal Intelligence 

At the north side of Dublin there is at Clcmtorf a sea inlet 
where the water at certain times of the tide is very shallow. A 
little stream flows under the road into the sea at this place. The 
bridge beneath which it posses has pretty high parapets. A 
huge dog, a frequent companion during my student days, used 
to mount one of these parapet f, employing it as a lookout when 
he happened for the moment to lose sight of me. Mrs. Comer- 
ford, widow of a distinguished barrister, was my landlady. This 
dog, aided by an accomplice named Bran, slew Mrs, Comer- 
ford’s red cat, a great favourite, and buried him, all but the 
point of his tail, in the garden. The accomplices demeaned 
tbemcelvea in the most innocent manner, but betrayed consider¬ 
able confusion when their delinquency was detected. It did not 
seem to occur to their canine minds that the mere tip of the poor 
cat’s tad, when the body itself was out of sight, could possibly 
incriminate them. But to return to Clontarf. It was the 
practice among the lads about, when the depth of water suited, 
to wade out and catch little flatfish. These abound in great 
numbers, and lie commonly on the seabed. The waders went 
in barelegged, and when they happened to tread upon a fish, 
kept die foot in position until they could stoop down and secure 
their prey. One of the fisherboys was one day attended by his 
dog, and when the intelligent creature saw the w ork in which 
his master was engaged, proceeded to help him by plunging 
about, and whenever he felt a fish, kept his paw upon it until 
his master should come up and place it in his creel. 7 'his 
curious method of catching flatfish is not confined to Clontarf. 
I was walking one day along Con’s Water, called after the old 
chieftan of the name, Con or Constantine O’Neil, when I 
observed a barefooted lad wading in the shallow water, for the 
tide was out, and from time to time casting something on the 
bank. He was catching flatfish with his feet. I did not detect 
his occupation, in which he seemed pretty successful, until 1 
went close up in order to see what he was about 

Belfast, September 22 Henry MacCormac 

Meteor 

It may interest some of your readers to know that a meteor 
wab seen here this evening during a thunderstorm, and imme¬ 
diately after a flash of lightning. It appeared about the sire of 
an ordinary cricket ball, and v as of a brilliant yellow colour, 
and moved very slowly in an upward northerly direction from 
about east-south-east. As it moved along, it gradually decreased 
to the size of an ordinary star, and was then lost to my view. 
The atofm began about 7 o’clock, and lasted about half an hour, 
during which time the lightning was very vivid. A very thick 
fog (that arose suddenly) preceded the storm, but disappeared 
before its commencement. The weather during the day had 
been <pfo»e, with heavy showers at intervals. C, Fortescue 

It, Oxford Road, Banbury, September 20 

A Remarkable Rainbow 

On Monday, September a^ Isaw at Chertsey, in Surrey, a 
remarkable rainbow. Beyond the blue of the inner bow the 
tolours repeated themselves three times, so that there appeared 
fiwir contiguous spectra ; the three extraordinary ones being nar¬ 
rower endless bright than the ordinary. The outer bow appeared 
a* usual, l am not aware that this phenomenon has beau noticed 
before, and being quite unable to account for its appearance 
would be greatly obliged to any one who would enlighten me. 
Firfitld, Weybridge Heath, September 25 L. C. 

Profeeeor Cayley 

With reference to Dr. Salmon's account of Dr. Cayley’s 
undergraduate career It may be worth while to call the attention 


of some of the readers of Nature to a contemporary description 
in C. A. Bristed’s 11 Five Years in an English University,” 
vol. i. pp. 130-132 (1852). In this volume are also to be found 
many notices of other Senior Wranglers and Senior Classics of 
about the above date. R. 7 '. 

THE NORDENSK/OLD GREENLAND 
EXPEDITION 

T HE following is an abstract of two communications 
received from Dr A. G. 'Nathorst, dated Upernivik, 
in Greenland, July 22 and August 2, in which the 
eminent Swedish naturalist gives an account of the work 
of the Nordenskjbld expedition up to the latter date :— 

Having left Reikiavik on June 10, we sighted the coast 
of Greenland in lat. 65° 50' on the 12th, but were unable, 
on account of the pack-ice, to reach the shore. During 
the following day we steamed along the ice, dredging 
and making hydrographical measurements with great suc¬ 
cess, and on the 14th we came very close to the shore in 
lat. 62° 40', but, as it was impossible to land even here, 
we made for Julianshaab, % mi Cape Farewell. From 
there Nordenskjftld, Herr Kolthoff, and myself made an 
excursion to Nunasernansak, in the Kongerdluarsuk Fjord, 
the only spot on the earth where the remarkable mineral 
11 endialyt ” is found, and from which the metal known as 
zirconium is produced. Of this, as well as of other 
minerals found here, wc made an excellent harvest. 

Having called at Godhavn, wc arrived, on June 29, at 
Ujaragsugsuk, where Herr Hamberg and I landed in order 
to examine the fossil plant-bearing strata here, while the 
vessel proceeded to the Auleitsivik Fjord, whence the 
ice journey was to commence. On the way north the 
Sophia called at Egedesminde, and on July 1 anchored 
at Tcssiursarsoak, where a splendid harbour was dis¬ 
covered, which was afterwards charted by Sergeant 
Kjellman under the name of “Sophia Harbour." July 2 
and 3 were spent in bringing the baggage for the ice 
journey up on the ice, and on July 4 Nordenskjdld 
started in the company of Dr. Berlin, in the finest 
weather, on his inland excursion. 

On July 8 the ship was to have left the harbour to take 
us on board again, but it was not until four days after 
that she succeeded in getting out on account of ice. These 
days were occupied by Dr. Forsstrand and Herr Kolthoff 
in dredging and in making ornithological, entomological, 
and botanical collections, a labour which w r as attended 
with remarkable success. On the 14th the Sophia arrived 
at Godhavn, where the Yantic and Proteus, the two 
American vessels on the way to Smith’s Sound for the 
relief of Lieut. Greely’s expedition at Lady Franklin 
Bay, were lying. Here the well-known Esquimaux inter¬ 
preter, Hans Hendrik—generally called Hans Christian 
—who has participated in Arctic expeditions ever since 
Kane's voyage, joined the vessel, and on the 7th Herr 
Hambergand I were taken on board. 

The results of our researches at Ujaragsugsuk are ex¬ 
ceedingly good, and many new discoveries, both geological 
and palaeontological, have been made. The finds made 
at Atonekerdluk, on the other side of the Waigat, were 
especially very remarkable and valuable, as a number of 
hitherto unknown strata bearing fossil plants were dis¬ 
covered, from which magnificent leaves of Aralia, Mag¬ 
nolia, Lycasartce, Platana, and others were extracted. 
An idea of the size of the collection made may be 
athered from the fact that they fill five large barrels, 
vc boxes, and a firkin, which will all be despatched by a 
sailing vessel to Copenhagen. On July 22 the Sophia 
left Upernivik for Cape York, where Hans Hendrik says 
that the iron blocks we desire to examine are really lying. 
On the way north we found little ice, most of it being 
li calved” from the glaciers; we encountered, however, 
much fog, and were often compelled to ‘May to,” but 
such time has always been spent in dredging and studying 
the Sea. 
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Between June 24 and 27 wc were cruising in the pack- 
ice from 74 0 to 76° 5' lat,, where we sighted Conical 
Rock. It was, however, impossible to penetrate towards 
Cape York, but only to the north-west. As we saw 
a fjord north-east ot Ccaiical Rock, which was, how¬ 
ever, not marked on the chart, we steered into it and cast 
anchor. Seeing some human beings on the shore, we 
landed, and found them to be a couple of Esquimaux fami¬ 
lies, rude and uncivilised, but obliging. They only stay 
here in the summer for catching the rotges which 
breed here in large numbers, while during the winter they 
sojourn on an island in Wolstenholmc Sound, where they 
hunt the walrus. They possessed, however, no boats. 
We purchased some of their tools, &c., clothes of birds 1 
skin, and some bear and fox hides. 

On July 27 we sent two Esquimaux to examine the ice 
towards Cape York, who came back and reported that it 
was still lying along the south-east coast. For four days we 
attempted to penetrate northwards, running the ship in 
every direction where we saw a lead, but, as we every¬ 
where encountered the ice barrier and were several times 
in great danger of l>eing crushed, we u stood about,” and 
arrived at Upernivik on the night of August 1. 

It appears thus that the last severe winter in Greenland 
has also extended up Smith’s Sound, as an example of 
which I may mention that Nares, who on the same day 
as we, in 1875, steamed up Smith’s Sound towards Cape 
York, found the sea entirely free from ice. 

That the chief object of this part of the expedition, 
while in my command, should not have been realised, I 
extremely regret; but I console myself with the fact that 
every effort in human power was done in order to carry it 
out. 

I may say, however, that the exceedingly rich, zoologi¬ 
cal, botanical, and hydrographical fruits of the expedition 
towards Cape York, and back, fully repay the cost and 
labour of the voyage. We leave here (August 2) for the 
Waigat, where I intend continuing my geological re¬ 
searches, while the rest of the expedition on board start 
on a four day's zoological and hydrographic excursion 
towards America, When that is over we start for 
Egedesminde, to take Nordenskjdld on board. 

Dr. Berlin, who accompanied Nordenskjbld on his 
journey on the ice in Greenland, writes as follows - 

On July 3 the march began from the Auleitsivik Fjord. 
The party consisted of Nordenskjfild, myself, Sergeant 
Kjellstrfim, the second mate Herr Johannescn, two 
hunters, Sevalsen and Kraemmer, two sailors, and the 
Lapps, Anders and Lars. We reached on sleighs, ac¬ 
cording to solar observations, eighty miles (English) 
inland, reckoned from the ice border, when the Lapps 
were sent forward 130 miles further, a distance fixed by 
their own judgment, which may be fully relied on. This 
was done because the deep, loose snow prevented us pro¬ 
ceeding on sleighs, while it was eminently suitable for 
the “skidor,” or snow “runners' 1 (they are not “ shoes”) 
of the Lapps. We found no “ice-free” country, in fact 
the latter may, by this expedition, be fully proved not to 
exist, neither in this nor in any other latitude in Greenland, 
By the above-mentioned calculation, and estimating the 
shore-line at seventy miles inland, we have succeeded in 
reaching 280 miles into Greenland, which is more than 
half its width, while the Lapps, from their point of return, 
Saw the land a good distance further east. The ice rose 
at the furthest spot reached to 7000 feet above the sea, 
and was still seen to rise to the east. The journey lasted 
a month. 


the present condition of fish 

CULTURE 

\ 17 TTHIN the past few years the science of fish culture 
” has made rapid progress, and radical changes 
have been made both in the apparatus and methods em¬ 


ployed. Experience has enabled the fish culturists to 
improve upon the old forms of hatching-boxes and 
troughs, while the propagation of additional species has 
necessitated the invention of new forms. The Interna" 
tional Fisheries Exhibition, now in progress in London, 
has brought together valuable collections from the leading 
specialists of all parts of the world. A study of these 
enables one to form a very correct idea of the present 
condition of the science. 

The subject is now sufficiently understood to warrant a 
division of the hatching apparatus into four classes; (1) 
apparatus for heavy eggs; (2) for semi-buoyant eggs ; (3) 
for floating eggs ; (4) for adhesive eggs. 

Heavy eggs like those of the salmon and trout are 
hatched with little difficulty. An almost endless variety 
of apparatus intended for eggs of this class is ex¬ 
hibited, but-it may all be referred to one of three 
divisions depending upon the direction of the current of 
water, namely, that with a horizontal current, that with 
an upward current, and that with a downward current. 
Apparatus of the kind first mentioned is most commonly 
employed, but that with an upward current has many 
points of superiority. Chief among these are economy 
of space, saving of water, and the prevention of injurious 
sedimentary deposits* In the United States, where, 
j owing to the enormous quantity of eggs handled, economy 
! of space is a necessity, the upward current is quite gene¬ 
rally employed. A number of the American forms are 
provided with from ten to fifteen wire trays; these, when 
filled with eggs, are placed one above another, so that the 
entire volume of water must pass through each of them 
on its way through the compartment. 

Semi-buoyant eggs, like those of the shad {Alosa 
sapidissima) and whitefish {Coregmus clupeiformis ) re¬ 
quire a treatment entirely different from those already 
mentioned, as their specific gravity is but slightly greater 
than that of fresh water, and they are easily carried 
about by the currents. The best results are obtained by 
directing an upward current against the eggs, thus pro¬ 
ducing a gentle but constant motion, and keeping them 
partially or wholly suspended in the water. As little 
attention is now given to hatching semi-buoyant eggs 
outside of the United States and Canada, the collections 
of these countries contain nearly everything of interest in 
this class. We find here various forms of floating boxes 
adapted to river currents, apparatus fed by water which 
is introduced under pressure through closed pipes, and 
mechanical apparatus requiring motive power. The first- 
named is admissible where the work is limited or where 
rigid economy is a necessity. The second is preferable 
in any city where hydrant water can be obtained or when 
the work is sufficiently extensive to warrant the use of 
a pumping-engine, The third is occasionally employed 
where large quantities of eggs are hatched, but it is rpore 
expensive than the one last named, and the results are 
usually less satisfactory. , Apparatus of the second kind 
is ordinarily made of glass, its efficiency depending largely 
upon the motion imparted to the eggs and the position of 
the outflow through which the waste water and dead eggs 
escape. This opening in nearly all of the apparatus ex¬ 
hibited is placed at the top of the jar, and a current strong 
enough to carry off all of the dead eggs frequently carries 
many of the good ones with it, while the motion of those 
that remain is often so violent as to cause serious injury. 
An improvement in apparatus of this class has recently 
been made by Marshall McDonald of Washington, D.C. 
His apparatus consists of a closed jar having an outflow 
through a glass tube which passes into the interior of the 
jar, and can be raised or lowered at will. With this ap¬ 
paratus the dead eggs are easily removed by the slightest 
currents, and excellent results are obtained. 

More difficulty is experienced in finding suitable appar¬ 
atus for floating eggs, like those of »te cod 
m#rrkua\ that! for any other dees. Ohljrjve forms in¬ 
tended for floating eggs are exhibited. None of these 
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are entirely satisfactory, but two of them are used with 
<n 0 ritaratc results. The first is a rectangular wooden box 
with a wire-cloth bottom ? and lateral openings even with 
the waterline covered with the same material. Around 
the outside of the box, lust below the openings, is a strip 
of Wood four inches wide which rests upon the surface of 
the water and serves as a float to keep it in position. 
This float forms an inclined plane leading to the lateral 
openings, and the waves striking against it run up the 
slight Incline passing through the wire covering into the 
interior of the box, thus giving a constant circulation 
from above, the surplus water passing out through the 
bottom. The other form consists of an ordinary hatching 
trough divided into compartments by means of transverse 
partitions. The trough is placed at a slight incline, and 
the water passes from one compartment to another 
through a shallow tin spout placed in a notch at the top 
centre of the partition. In these compartments are smaller 
wooden boxes with wire-cloth bottoms. These are so 
placed in the compartments that their forward ends shall 
rest under the spouts that conduct the wa*te water from 
the compartment above, the free ends being thrown slightly 
upward by their own buoyancy. With a box thus placed 
in a compartment filled with water, the stream that is 
kept constantly running falls into its deepest part, creating 
a circular current, the waste water passing out through the 
bottom and up around the sides on its way to the next 
compartment, the wire-cloth preventing the escape of 
the eggs. 

Much of the apparatus for adhesive eggs, like those of 
the herring ( dupe* harengus), is very primitive, consist¬ 
ing simply of boxes lined with pine and spruce boughs 
or twigs, in which the parent fish are kept during the 
spawning period, the eggs adhering to the pine boughs. 
In some, the pine bough* arc fastened to movable frames 
to admit of their transportation to other waters, but in 
most they are stationary, the fry being intended for the 
waters in which they are hatched. A decided improve¬ 
ment on the above are the more modern forms intended 
for artificially impregnated eggs. Unquestionably the 
best apparatus exhibited h a wooden trough with plates 
of glass placed at right angles to its length, invented by 
Frank N. Clark, of Notilmlle, Michigan. The eggs are 
taken and impregnated upon these glass plates, and at 
once spread evenly over the surface by means of a 
feather. They soon adhere to the plates, which are 
tfaen placed in grooves which have been cut into the side 
of the trough, Aree-fourtha of an inch from each other. ] 
The grooves are so cut that every alternate glass shall 
rest on the bottom of the trough, with the others half an 
inch above, so that the water shall pass over the top of 
the first, beneath the lower edge of the second, over the 
third, ic., on its way through the trough, thus supplying 
a constant current to the eggs. Other apparatus made of 
muslin la exhibited, but this, for several reasons, chief 
among which is the tendency of the cloth to retain any 
sedimentary matter that may be in the water, is less 
effective. 

Formerly the material of which hatching apparatus was 
composed was a matter of much importance to the fish- 
culturlst \ but the introduction of asphalt varnish has 
rendered the choice of materials a secondary considera¬ 
tion : the fish-culturist has now to consider the adapta¬ 
bility and cost of materials only, for almost any substance, 
whether metal or wood, if properly coated with asphalt, 
can bo successfully employed. 

Illustrations of recent methods of securing and re¬ 
taining the adult fish until the eggs have been secured, 
are exhibited. At one of the batching stations in Canada 
the fish taken along the shores are transported to saltwater 
ponds, where they are kept until the eggs and milt have 
fidly developed* A decided advantage is claimed in salt over 
Mih water, in ft there is a week smaller percentage of 
lott among the fish, the presence of fungus (S&firakgnia 


' fen ur), that dreaded foe of all fish-cultural operations, 
being entirely unknown. In the McCloud River, Cali¬ 
fornia, a dam is placed across the stream directly opposite 
the hatchery, and the fish, finding further progress impos¬ 
sible, drop back into the deeper portions of the channel, 
a few rods below, where they can be easily caught by the 
aid of a haul-seine. In Grand Lake Stream, Maine, nets 
are stretched across the mouth of the river to direct the 
fish into basins of netting, where they are retained till the 
spawning season arrives. 

In localities where the supply of eggs is obtained from 
the ripe fish taken in the nets of the fishermen, the United 
States Fish Commission sortie time since introduced 
steam launches for visiting the fishing grounds and distri¬ 
buting the spawn-takers among the more important fishing 
stations, and again bringing them with their take of eggs 
to the hatchery. This plan worked well, and enabled the 
Commission to obtain a much larger number of eggs than 
formerly, with little or no increase in expense. In i&$2 
the plan of stationing professional spawa-tal ers at the 
larger fishing shores, to remain during the height of the 
spawning season, was adopted. These are expected to 
examine every fish landed, and to secure all ripe eggs, 
whieh, after impregnation, are placed upon wire trays 
covered with damp clothsTand set in a cool place to a*ait 
the arrival of the steam launch, whieh usually makes daily 
trips to collect the eggs and carry them to the hatchery. 
In the absence of the launch the eggs are often shipped 
by the ordinary river steamers. 

The improvements in hatching apparatus, with a view 
to economy of space were important steps in the pro¬ 
gress of fish culture, as the introduction of new forms 
j greatly increased the capacity of the hatcheries in which 
such apparatus was employed. But even with these an- 
rovements fish-culturists have often found it difficult to 
andle as many eggs as they desired, owing to the limited 
duration of the spawning period. Their hatcheries were 
crowded for a short time, and the simultaneous hatching 
of the eggs required a large force of messengers to dis¬ 
tribute the fry. As the spawning season had usually 
passed by the time the first fish were hatched, no more 
eggs could be secured, and the hatchery had to be 
closed till the following year. This difficulty is now prac¬ 
tically overcome in several ways. It is found by Sir James 
Maitland that the spawning season for fish kept in arti¬ 
ficial ponds is considerably affected by food. An abun* 
dance of hearty food at the time when the ovaries are 
beginning to enlarge hastens their development, while a 
scanty supply of coarse food considerably retards their 
growth. By judicious feeding one can arrange to have 
the fish of different ponds Spawn at different dates, so 
that two crops instead of one can be produced at bis 
hatchery. Refrigerators are now successfully emplo>ed 
in cases of wild fish, when the spawning time cannot be 
controlled by food* The surplus eggs, after the hatchery 
has been filled, are pieced on cloth trays and corded up. 
in the refrigerator until such time as there is room for 
them in the hatchery* They should be examined at in¬ 
tervals, and if in poor condition should be washed in ice 
water and again returned to the trays- Trout ova three, 
five, and teven months old respectively were exhibited in 
the German department, the eggs being apparently in 
excellent condition. The use of refrigerators, however, 
k at present limited to winter spawning fishes. With 
summer-spawnerB it has thus far resulted disastrously. 

Those interested in the acclimatisation of fishes have 
much to stimulate and encourage them. From all quar¬ 
ters come encouraging reports of the successful introduc¬ 
tion of fishes intq new waters. The shad of the Atlantic 
coast of America (Absa sapidissima) is now taken in 
such quantities in the rivers of California as to claim a 
place among the food fishes of the Pacific. The Califor¬ 
nia trout (Salma irideus) is now grown in the waters of 
Australia, japan, and Germany: with the fish culturists 
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of the last-named country it is a special favourite. The 
German carp (Cyprisms carpio) has, through the efforts or 
Prof. Baird, been scattered broadcast over the United 
States, ani in the warmer ^regions grows with surprising 
rapidity, attaining a weight more than double that of fish 
of the same age in their native waters. Eggs of the Cali¬ 
fornia salmon {Salmo quinnat) have been successfully 
tramported from the United States to nearly all of the 
European countries. Though the species has always been 
considered a sea-going salmon, the fry batched from the 
eggs sent to the N etberlands have been kept in freshwater 
- ponds, where they have matured and spawned, the young 
produced from the eggs being as healthy as those hatched 
in California. These thrive better when confined in fresh¬ 
water ponds than the native salmon {Salmo salar) under 
the same conditions, and fish-culturists of that country 
consider them better suited to their inland waters than 
any of the native Salmonidae. It seems probable, from 
these experiments and from those with other species, that 
it will be possible to raise any of the Salmonidae in fresh 
water. 

The exhibits show the fish-cultural apparatus of many 
countries to be very primitive, and the hatching operations 
to be limited to a few species of Salmonidae. The Exhi¬ 
bition cannot fail to advance the interests of fish culture 
in general, for it will open the eyes of the people to the 
fact that other species besides salmon and trout are 
worthy of attention, and can be hatched in enormous 
quantities without difficulty. Another important result of 
Uie Exhibition will doubtless be to convince the people of 
the value of fish culture as a means for increasing the food 
supply. It is indeed fortunate for the future of the science 
that so deep and widespread an interest has been awakened 
in the subject, for several papers calling in question the 
results of fish culture have recently made their appear¬ 
ance, and it requires the testimony of the leading authori¬ 
ties to counteract their influence. The testimony is just 
what might have been expected, and shows that in those 
countries where the operations hive been most extensive 
confidence is strongest, and in those where work has been 
limited many question its practicability. Thus in both 
Sweden and Norway, where only a few thousand fry 
at most are placed in any stream, many of the hatcheries 
that formerly existed have ceased to operate, as no 
immediate results of their work could be seen. The 
same is true of other localities where the work has been 
carried on, to a limited extent only, by private parties ; but 
where extensive hatching operations have been continued 
through a long period, the beneficial results are invariably 
acknowledged. Some, who are obliged to acknowledge 
the value of fish culture in cases where the fry are 
retained in ponds from which they cannot escape, question 
its result when the fish are turned out into waters tribu¬ 
tary to the sea; these forget that the number of fry 
turned out by the wash-tub fish-culturists of many coun¬ 
tries is so limited when compared with the entire number 
of fish in a stream, as to have no appreciable effect upon 
the fisheries. They also forget that, though owing to 
extensive operations considerable increase in the fisheries 
of a given lability may be noticeable in three or four years, 
the full results of artificial propagation cannot be expected 
until th^ fry of the artificially-hatched fish have developed 
Into full-grown specimens and returned to the rivers to 
deposit their eggs. This would require from seven to 
eight years, as the second generation of any sea-going 
species can scarcely be expected to return before that 
period has elapsed. Canada and the United States are 
he only countries where public fish culture has been 
conducted on a large scale for a sufficient period to war¬ 
rant a reliable verdict as to the importance of the work; 
and in both of these countries public opinion is decidedly 
in favour of continuing the work, and on a larger scale 
than ever before. | 

R. Edward Earll 


NOTES 

Wx regret to learn that M. Dumas has been confined to td* 
bed for the last ten days, although his illness [is not in itself 
serious. 

Prof. Cunningham, of the Royal College of Surgeons, Ire¬ 
land, has just been appointed to the Professorship of Anatomy 
in the University of Dublin, in succession to Prof. Macalister. 
The Professorship of Comparative Anatomy, also held by Dr. 
Macalifiter, is vacant, but will not be filled up until the meeting 
of the Academic Council in November or December next 

An exhibition of electrioity and electrical appliances will be 
held in Philadelphia, United States, commencing on Tuesday, 
September 2, 1884, under the auspices of the Franklin Institute 
of the State of Pennsylvania for the Promotion of the Mechanic 
Arts. From the eminent reputation of this institution, coupled 
with the fact that the projected exhibition will be the first in 
America exclusively devoted to this important and progressing 
branch of science, this announcement has attracted unusual 
interest throughout the United States, ani the exhibition will 
undoubtedly afford an admirable opportunity of witnessing a 
representative display of American discovery and invention in 
electricity. To increase its scientific and Industrial importance, 
as well os to add to its attractiveness, it was determined shortly 
after its inception to give it an international character. The 
importance of the project having been properly represented to 
the Congress of the United Stiles, an Act wa-i passed to this* 
effect, and articles intended for the exhibition will be admitted 
to the States free of duly. All applications should be made to 
the Secretary, Franklin institute, Philadelphia, U.S.A* 

The Russian frigate Minineh has ju>t started from the Baltic 
on a scientific voyage round the world. She has On board a 
number of Russian savants of every branch of science. 

The Prince of Wale* is about to try the acclimatisation of the 
Norwegian ptarmigan at Abergeldfe. Of sixty birds taken at 
Langoen in Nordlani, twenty-two have just arrived at Bergen, 
the rest having died on the way. 

The Electric Railway from Portrush to the Giant's Causeway 
was opened last Friday by Earl Spencer, and among others 
present were Sir William Thomson, Sir William Siemens, 
and Sir Frederick Bramwetl. It is over six miles long, and 
has cost 45,000/. The line, after passing through the prin¬ 
cipal street of Portrush, follows the seaside road, a portion 
of a footpath six feet broad being reserved for the railway. 
The gauge Is only three feet, and the gradients are very 
steep—in place* as much as one in thirty*flve—and in parts of 
its course the curves are sharper than might have been desirable 
had the route which it takes been chosen by the engineers. The 
force to work it is generated, by a waterfall in the River Bush, 
with an available head of twenty-four feet, tfce electric current 
being conveyed by on underground cable to the end of the tram¬ 
way. The water power passing through turbine water-wheels, 
which utilise the whole force of the fall, is said to amount to 
ninety horse. 

The electrical omnibus devised by M. Phflippart travelled lost 
Sunday from the Place dcs Nations to Versailles, The distance 
is more than 20 kilometres. The experiment was successful, the 
only incident being a short stoppage occasioned, It appeal*, by 
the heating of a coil owing to an eaeess of cnrrentr. 

Advices from Colombo, under date of August 3c y State that 
on the evening of August 27, at about J.30, an extraordinary 
occurrence took place in Colombo Harbour. The sea suddenly 
subsided about six feet, receding from ten feet to fifteen feet, and 
owing to the velocity of the outward curreat the stem ritoorlagaof 
several large vessels gave way. The tide continued to rise and 
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fall until about fix o’clock, when everything resumed its normal 
condition, The occurrence Is Attributed to the volcanic eruption 
at (be Straits of Sunda, 

The Municipal Council of Paris having passed a resolution to 
lower the price of gas, the Gas Company has resisted, and a 
scientific commission has been appointed to decide whether the 
gas industry has so advanced as to justify a diminution in the 
price of the commodity. This commission has begun its work, 
which is to be terminated in a specified time, and it is surmised 
that the decision will be in favour of the claims of the City of 
Paris. The report, which will bear upon the whole of the gas 
industry, history, and actual state, will be at all events exceed¬ 
ingly interesting. 

Several shocks of earthquake were felt in Agram on Tues. 
day (right and early on Wednesday morning last week, Fortu* 
nately, the phenomenon w as unattended by consequences more 
serious than the usual earth tremors and subterranean rumblings. 

The discussion of 1600 cases of aurora borealis observed 
during fifteen years at Gndhaab has led M. Tromholt (Nature, 
voh xxvi. p. 130) to the conclusion that, however subject to 
the law of periodicity of in I years, the periods of frequency 
at Godhaab are precisely the inverse of what Kan been ob ervtd 
under lower latitudes. The same holds good with regard to the 
Annual and diurnal periods of frequency. Prof. Lenz, in the 
fsvesiia of the Russian Geographical Society, makes an attempt 
to explain this circumstance by assuming that the zone of auroras 
(the u Nordlichtgurtel ” of Weyprecht) is subject to a system of 
oscillations. In consequence of these it is slowly displaced 
towards the north, and when it has reached its most northern 
position a maximum of auroras is observed at Godhaab and in 
North Greenland, and a minimum in lower latitudes. The 
duration of this oscillation is the same as that of the frequency 
of spots on the sun, the minimum of there last corresponding to 
a maximum of auroras at Godhaab. The zone of auroras has 
also an annual period of oscillations; it seems to advance . 
towards the north during the winter, and returns south during 
the summer (seeming thus to depend on temperature), as also a 
diurnal period of still smaller oscillations, in comequence of 
which it seems to be displaced towards the north during the 
early hours of the day. As to the cause of the connection 
between the auroras and sun-spots, it still remains unknown. 
Prof, Lena points out, however, that it results from an analysis 
of the magnetic storm of January 31, 1881, that the cause of 
this storm was not a change in the intensity of the earth’s mag¬ 
netism, but merely a displacement of the region w here the origin 
of magnetic storms must be sought for, and which probably is 
the zone of auroras. This zone would be submitted thus, on 
Prof. Lens’s hypothesis, to perturbations which appear either 
under the shape of auroras or as electrical currents. But might 
not all the phenomena mentioned be explained as well by the 
oscillations of Nordenskjold’s corona of auroras, and by varia¬ 
tions in its luminous intensity produced by cosmical and telluric 
causes? 

M. Potylitzin, who has submitted the waters that accompany 
naphtha, or are ejected by the mud volcanoes of the Caucasus, 
to a thorough chemical Investigation, has found that they be- 
*lopg to. two different groups. Those of the Caspian region are 
acid ««d contain almost exclusively chlorides of metals, whilst 
those of the north-western and southern naphtha regions of the 
Caucasus contain, besides alarge amount of chloride of natrium, 
also carbonate of natrium, as well as iodine *nd salts of fatty 
odds. The presence of bromides end of iodine in these last 
must be probably explained by their washing out marine deposits 
of tire Eocene, or, may be, of the Cretaceous pm-lod, which con- 
friti misses of marine organisms. Accepting Prof. MendeleefFs 
tfc^artotte origin of naphtha, the author points out that, its 


primary seat being probably at a great depth, it impregnates, in 
consequence of its capillarity, the upper schists; but the water 
that continually descends from the surface down to the lower 
schists opposes this ascending motion of the naphtha, and a con¬ 
tinuous struggle of both Is the consequence of the two opposed 
movements, resulting in oscillations of the level of naphtha and 
of its discharge, Thus, at the Groxnaya wells the amount of 
extracted naphtha diminishes from 54,000 gallons in the summer 
to 33,000 in the winter and spring, whilst at the much deeper 
(343 feet) well of Taolovsk the reverse is observed, the amount 
of extracted naptha being from 40,000 to 48,000 gallons in the 
winter, and only 32,000 gallons in the summer. This circum¬ 
stance could be easily explained by the retardation which the 
water experiences in its descent to a greater depth. 

The Statistical Society announces as the subject for the 
Howard Medal for 1884— 11 The Preservation of Health, as it is 
affected by Personal Habit?, such as Cleanliness, Temperance, 
& c.” 

Rapidly as new periodicals and societies with their journal 
and transactions are started in these days, they do not appear by 
a column of titles a week as books do. The Mason Science 
College of Birmingham, accordingly, thinks it not premature to 
print a first catalogue of about 6000 volumes of these most im¬ 
portant publications—British and foreign—which in little more 
than two years have come into its possession. Such papers form 
the most fundamental literature of all science, and the wide 
range of subjects upon which they treat and the completeness of 
the series of many of those now belonging to the Mason College, 
will be appreciated by the student for whose service they have 
been brought together by this noble institution, or by any one 
who compares this catalogue of them with those of many other 
collections. 

We are informed that the ships Dana and International, med 
in the expedition which is accompanied by Mr. J. Y. Buchanan, 
do not belong to the Telegraph Construction Company, but are 
the property of the Indiarubber, Guttapercha, and Telegraph 
Works Company, which is engaged in the work of laying the 
cables from Cadiz to the Canaries, and thence to Senegal, for 
the Spanish and French Governments. 

Mr. Scott Snell has made some very interesting experi 
ments' on the use of asbestos paint for coating Jablochkoff 
candles; he finds that with pure asbestos paint the arc is much 
steadier and the carbons last much longer. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Bonnet Monkey (Macacus radiatus ¥ ) from 
India, presented by the Rev. G. R. Roberts; a White-fronted 
Capuchin (Cebus albifrons 6 ) from South America, presented by 
Capt, King ; a Blotched .Genet (Genetta Hgrina), a Long-nosed 
Crocodile (Crocodilus cataphractus) from West Africa, presented 
by Surgeon Mosse, A.M.D,; an Egyptian Cat [Felis cAaus) from 
North Africa, presented by Lieut,-Col. Mitchell Taylor; two 
Kittiwake Gulls (Fissa tridactyla), a Common Guillemot {Uria 
troika British, presented by Mr. Cuninghame \ a Herring Gull 
(larus argentatus), a Shag \Phalacrocorax graculus), a Common 
Curlew {Nummius arquota), British, presented by I>r. A. 
Gunther, F.R.S.; seven European Phyllodattyles ( Phyllodac- 
tylus euroJxFus) from the Island of Elba, presented by Prof. 
Giglioli, C.M.Z.S.; a Rohben Island Snake [Coronella pho- 
carum) from South Africa, presented by the Rev. G. H, R. 
Fisk, C.M.Z.S.; a Pig-tailed Monkey (Macactts nemesttinm 6 ) 
from Java, a Common Curlew (Numeniu; arquatd ), on Oyster- 
catcher [Damatopus oitrulagus), British, deposited; a River 
Jack Viper (Vipera rkinpemfs) from West Africa, seven Short - 
nosed Sea Horses {Hippocampus antiquorum) from the European 
Coast, jurchared. 




54 * 


NATURE 


\ 0 d . 4,1883 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

The Reappearance of Pons* Comrt of 181a.—Frobably 
the comet discovered by Mr, Brt.ok# at Phelps, N.Y., on Sep* 
2, would have teen earlier identified with the expected 
ertoet of 1812, had not the sweeping epheinerides issued by 
WM, Kchulhof and Bergert been confined to an arc nf ± 90* of 
tme anomaly wherea« the comet hag heen detected at an orbital 
angle of 113 from the perihelion—a greater distance than might 
have been anticipated. In the Comptes kendus of September 17 
they have made a provisional c rrection of the orbit, fixing the 
perihelion passage to 1884, January 25 82434 M.T. at Berlin, 
The following positions are extracted from on ephemeris accom¬ 
panying the communication;— 

At Berlin Midnight 



R A. 

h m. s. 

D red. 

J,Dg, distance 
from earth. 

I. 

5 • 

. 16 29 48 . 

■ 4 57 55*7 

0*298,1 .. 
... 0*2928 

2*04 

7 

. 16 3! 14 .. 

• 57 


9 - 

• t6 32 50 . 

57 4*9 

0*2871 ... 

2*26 

11 . 

. 16 34 38 .. 

56 39 9 

... 0*2812 


13 

. io 36 36 

. +56 

... 0*2751 ... 

2*52 


Here the intensity of light at discovery on September 2 has been 
taken as unity. 

The comet will be observable in this hemisphere up to peri¬ 
helion passage, and in the other hemisphere may probably be 
followed until midsummer or later. The following approximate 
positions are derived from MM. bchulbof and bossert’a corrected 

elements:— 

At Greenwich Midnight 

,gg 4 * K.A, Dec I, Log. cfount,e from 

li m. „ , Earils. Sun 

Jan, 28 . o 10*7 ■ -23 25 . 9 8966 ... 9 8901 

Feb. 25 ... 1 31-1 ... 45 37 ... 00637 - 99841 

March 26 2 37 4 ... 57 29 ... 01413 ... 01252 

April 25 ... 4 43 8 ... 67 2 ... 01760 ... 0*2387 

May 25 ... 8 27*5 ... 68 36 ... 0*2270 ... 0*3268 

June 24 ... 11 9*0 ... -59 56 ... 0*3171 ... 0*3972 

The comet will arrive at its least distance from the earth on 
January 9, and as the moon draws off iu December may be 
expected to be a naked-eye object. 

A New Comet.—T he Dun Hcht Circular, No, 81, and the 
Astronomische JAachruhttn notify the discovery of a comet by 
Mr, Lewis Swift at the Warner Ob-ervatory, U.b\, on Septem¬ 
ber 11. The following approximate positions are given :— 
G.M.T. R.A. Ded. 

September 11 *ooo ... 280 29 ... +739 

13*501 ... 276 30 ... 73 8 

M. Teouveiot’s Red Star.—I t has been mentioned that 
during the totality of the solar eclipse of May 6, at Caroline 
Island, M. Trouvelnt saw a decidedly red star “a little to the 
north and a little to the west of the sun.” He now states that 
on September 5 and 7 he examined the part of the sky where 
the *un was then situate with a telescope of ihe same aperture 
that he used in observing the eclipse, and with the eyepiece 
then employed he recognised the two white stars which he had 
noted as 41 and < Ariettf, but the red star was not found, even 
though he swept to a much greater distance than any probable 
error of h>s ol* citation would allow. On this circumstance ho 
remarks : •* Bien quo Pabeenee d’une etoile rouge aussi briliante 
que celle que j'ai observe durum I'&lipse sembie tout naturelie- 
ment conduire a supposer que Pastre eti question nVtait autre 
qu'une plan&le intra- MercurieJle, cependanf, Couuue les ele¬ 
ments les plus nccewxaires, tels que la position et un (Usque ou 
une phase sensible, manquent a mon observation, je crois quTl 
eat de men devoir de n e lenir sur la reserve ct de mspeiufre 
^uant i present mts concisions s-ur la namre probable de cet 
ostre. 

The place of the sun at the middle of totality at Caroline 
laUnd wax in K.A. *h. 52m. 28s., Dec!. + 16 0 3i f '0 for the 
epoch of the Durthtnusferung (18550). 


GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

A MOST improbable report appears in a Danish paper as to 
the violent death of Litut, Greftly, of the U.S. Arctic Expedi¬ 
tion, It i» stated that the information was obtained from some 
Eskinio by Hans Hendrik, who accompanied Dr, Nathorst 


to Cape York; but Baron NordensVjoldV telegram and the 
letters from Dr. Nathorxt which we print to-day evidently prove 
that the report is quite untrustworthy. 

The last number of the Jsvtstia of the Russian Geographical 
Society brings us further information about the proposed cape* 
dition of Col. Frejevalsky to Thibet, The indefatigableCeutral- 
Asian traveller has heen taught by experience that one of the 
greatest difficulties during long journeys is the transport of the 
scientific collections which steadily grow as the traveller ad¬ 
vances on bis journey. He intends, therefore, to leave them M 
several -stations, where a few of bis men will remain with the 
collection?, continuing at the same time the exploration of the 
surrounding country. He will start from Kiokhta for Urga, 
leaving that town this month for the Tsaidatn, vi& the Alasban 
and Kookoo-nor. At Drun-zasak he will establish his tirrt sta¬ 
tion. Leaving^it in February next, be proposes to go towards 
the Yellow River and the towns Chaondo and Bating. If cir¬ 
cumstances be favourable, he will spend the summer fit the land 
of the Si fans, situated between I ake Kookoo-nor and Bating, 
which land promises a rich crop of scientific information. If It 
be impossible, be will explore the eastern part 0/ Ihe plateau of 
Northern Thibet, and reuun to his station, take there his 
toggoge, transport it to Hast in the Western Tsai dam, 
where a second station will be established, 1 herefrom he will 
try to penetrate into Northern Tin bet, towards Lbassa and 
Tengri-nor. If he succeeds in that, M. Frejevalsky will go 
either to the Dzang Province, and thence follow up the Brahma¬ 
putra, or north-west towards Ladak and Hast, which may be 
reached about the spring of 1885. The expedition would be 
divided there into two parties going by two different routes to 
Lob-nor, thence to Karakorum and, ?dh Ak-sou, to Issyk-koul 
in Turkestan. Surh is the schemeof this great expedition, which 
is intended to bring within the domain o? science such parts of 
Ihibet as we know only from the descriptions of the pundits 
and of a few missionaries. The more than 50,000 roubles 
which are necessary for covering the expenses have already been 
granted by the Russian Government, 

We learn from the same periodical that two other expeditions 
of great interest have been organised by the Geographical 
Society for this summer. M. Aoriauoff, who already has made 
explorations in the Altay and Sayan Mountains, will explore the 
highlands west of Minusinsk; and Dr. Kegel, who has spent 
the winter at liar pa 19, at the foot of the Pamir, has received the 
means for pursuing his explorations of the Pamir in the direction 
he will find most convenient. M, PoUnin, who is about to start 
for a new expedition to Southern Mongolia and Hansoo, intends 
also to establish one or two stations, where part of his luggage 
will be left, with some of his men, who will there make meteoro¬ 
logical observations. Thanks to a gift of 15,000 rnuMes, which 
was made for this purpose by M, Soukecbeff, the expedition of 
M, Potanin will be accompanied by a topographer, and by M. 
Berezovsky, who will make scientific collections. They have 
started on board the frigate Minin, which wilt land them at 
Pe-che li, whence they will proceed, vid Peking, to Min-jou, and 
establish ihere their first station. 

The chief of the Dutch expedition, Dr. Snellen, has made 
the following report to the Meteorological Institute of Utrecht;— 
Ou October 9,1883, the scientific observations were commenced. 
On November 3 the vessel began to suffer from the Ice, for 
v btch reason we deemed it advisable to camp in tents on the 
ice. On November 8 we again went on board, the vessel having 
been made habitable. On December 7 a hut for observations 
was erected on the ice, but on the 8th the ice again began to 
drift, separating the same from the ship. It was afterwards 
recovered. On December 24 the Varna was so damaged by the 
ice that it was dangerous to remain on board, and we conse¬ 
quently went on buard the Dijtnphna, where our observations 
were for a time continued. Oh January 15 the observations in 
the hut on the ice were resumed. On January *$ the greatest 
cold—47 0 2 C,—occurred. On Ajpril 0 the first water was seen 
in the ice, and in the beginning of June the rood between the 
ship and the vessel became impassable through the thawing of 
the ice. On June 11 the ice began to move, and became foot# 
around the Dijmpkna. On June as new ice one Centimetre in 
thickness was formed. On July H the ttw™* fown dated, On 
August 1 the expedition and the mw of the Varmbft tie 
Dympkna with boats and sleighs, On August j# fond Was 
seen. On the 19th an island in the Kara Strati vkid passed, and 
on the 20th we landed on Wiigatt Irtattd, On the a${h we 
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met the Steamers Nordenskjold, Obe, and Louise, the last 
named of which the expedition went 00 hoard. Outside Yugor 
Schar the Louise lost her propeller, and had to be taken in tow 
to Hammcrfot by the NordenskfiH On August 30 we landed 
at Vrndh. 

Th* leading paper in Heft ix. of Petennann's GeographUche 
AUttheUungen accompanies a map of the two principal, almost 
exclusive, nationalities of Bohemia, the Germans and the Czechs. 
At the last census of Austria-Hungary, on December 31, 1880, 
the Czechs in Bohemia amounted to 3,470*352, the Germans to 
2,054,174; in all, 5,524,426. Unfortunately the column of 
the cejlsus paper designed for the specifications of the nationality 
of each inhabitant was headed “ Umgangssnroche " (literally, 
the language of ordinary intercourse), a word by no means best 
calculated to educe in any case the national leaning of the person 
filling ii up. On comparing this last cen-us with former ones, 
it appears that the German and Czech elements maintain about 
the same numerical relation to each other in Bohemia as they 
had continued to do throughout the three previous decades. 
Their present proportions are thirty-seven Germans to sixty-three 
Czechs. The Czechs are in strongest farce in the centre, while 
the surrounding provinces, especially those of the north-west, 
arc chiefly occupied by the Germans. Local fluctu itions in the 
relative proportions of the two nationalities occur principally in 
the districts where the two are most mixed or where they border 
on each other in industrial, manufacturing, and mining, espe¬ 
cially extensive coal-tnining districts, and in pUcc^ in which there 
has been a rapid increase of population. In almost none of 
these canes, however, has the former character of any quitter 
been changed. It is observable that the Germans in predomin¬ 
atingly Czech districts generally cohere in isolated communities, 
whereas the Czechs in corresponding cases are disposed to 
assimilate to the preponderating foreign element. In propor¬ 
tions ranging ad low as from one per cent, to 011c per thousand, 
Germans arc to be found everywhere throughout Bohemia, ex¬ 
cept in the district of Btatna, where they muster only 43 against 
52,522 Czech*. Czechs, again, are totally wanting in the Asch 
and Piau districts, and number less than one-thousandth of the 
population respectively of Gabel, Grasliu, Schluckenau, and 
Tepl. Elsewhere in pro port ions ranging from one-thousandth 
to one per cent, and upwards, they are diffused all over the 
“kingdom. Other nationalities than those of German; and Czechs 
arc found in Bohemia in diminishingly small numbers : Poles 
reaching 1303, Uuthenes 1285, Italians 141, other nationals es 
falling short of the number of 100. Tt is further found that while 
Bokeiniaas in foreign countries, chiefly in Western Austria and 
Germany, amount to 490,565, the nunber of foreigners in Bohe¬ 
mia is only 80,236, drawn, too, chiefly from Western Austria 
and Germany, 


Dr. Emin Bry, continuing his tour through the Mudirie Kohl, 
gives a description of the country he traversed between Biti and 
Bufi, more particularly the river Lau or Doghurguru, as, along 
with other names, it is variously called by the natives in various 
ports of Its course. Kuuibehk, the principal place of the 
Mudirie Rohl, and the Agabr, and other Dinfta tribes are next 
described; then the country passed in traversing the province of 
Gohk as far as the Roah River, and bock to Jalo; the Lori 
land and the Upper Jalo to Sajadihn, with the march back to 
I^d6. 

hi another article an interesting sketch is given regarding the 
progress of the cartography of the peninsula of Corea, accom¬ 
panying which h a map of the country b ise l on the one pub¬ 
lished la 1875 by the Ministry of War at Tokio, and embracing 
all the latest tracings of the coast 

TH* last volume (thirty-eighth) of the Memoirs of the Topo¬ 
graphical Department of ike Russian General Staff c in tains, 
erodes the usual reports on the geodetical and topographical 
operations in Russia, the following me in jin*-On the measure¬ 
ment of the base on a string during the trigonometrical survey 
~ ^ ‘ s measurements of the 

StehnUdty: result ti of 
to 1877 along Russian 
ra lways, t>y Col. Tdlo. It result * from these levelling*, which 
were mm wtth a very g tat degree of accuracy, that the level 
of the Baltic Sea at Duaamunde U a* 10 feet lower than at 
CroMtadt The possible error it ±0*91 feet. 

M. has written to the Russian Geographical Society 

ttdtn Akkabad t on Tune 16, Aat hs has explored the Oagouz 
which was known only in iti upper parts. Even the 



Tekkes did not know the route to the east of Mirza-cbile. ’ The 
journey was very difficult. The bed of the Ongouz being very 
undefined, the expedition often lost its way. The kakt or cis¬ 
terns were empty, as there was not a single strong rain in April. 
Still M. Lessor reached Kavakhly, and thence proceeded to 
Khiva, whence he returned to Askabad vid Mirza-chile, When 
writing his letter he was ill, and unable to continue hi* journey. 


THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION 
REPORTS 

Report of the Committee , consisting of Lieut.-Col. Godwin- 
Austen, Dr. G. Hartlaub, Sir % Hooker, Dr , Gunther, 
Mr, Seebohm, and Mr, Sclater (Secretary), appointed for the 
purpose of investigating the Natural History of Socotra and the 
adjacent Highlands of Arabia and Somali Ixiitd. —Prof. Bayley 
Balfour's labours on the botanical collection made in Socotra are 
nearly brought to a close, and the results will shortly be published 
in a volume of the Transactions of ike Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
The value and completeness of this memoir will be much in¬ 
creased by the additional specimens subsequently obtained in 
Socotra by Dr, Scbweinfurth, which have been lent to Prof. 
Balfour by the collector. The fresh-water shells collected by 
Prof. Balfour have been described by Lieut.-Col. Godwin- 
Ausien in a paper read before the Zo logical Society of London 
in January last, and published in the first part of their Proceed¬ 
ings for the present year, The Diatomacea: have been examined 
by Mr. Kilton of Norwich, and described in a paper which will 
be read before the Zoological Society of Lond m during their 
next session. 

Report of the Committee, <onsi sting of Sir Josipk Hooker, 
Dr, Gunther, Mr, Howard Saunders, and Mr, P, L. Sclater 
(Secretary), appointed for the purpose of Exploring Kili¬ 
manjaro and the adjoining Mountains of Eastern Equatorial 
Africa ,—The Committee having been unuicce-dul in obtaining 
the services of a c mductor for thi* expedition, nothing has been 
done. 

Report of the Committee, consisting of Mr. John Cordeaux 
(Secretary), Mr. J. A. /lorvie-Brown, Mr. P. M. C. 
JCennode , Prof. Newton , Mr. R. M. Barrington , and Mr. A . G. 
More , reappointed at Southampton for the purpose of obtaining 
(wifi the consent of the Master and Brethren of the Trinity 
House, and the Commissioners of Northern and Irish Lights) 
Observations on the Migration of Birds at Lighthouses and Light¬ 
ships, and of teportingon the same .—The General Report of the 
Committee, of which tUU is in fact an abstract, comprises the ob¬ 
servations taken at lighthouse* and light-vessels, and a few special 
land stations, on the ea.t and west coasts of England and Scot¬ 
land, the oasts of Irehnd, Isle of Man, Channel Islands, 
Orkfiey and Shetland Isles, the Hebrides, Faroes, Iceland, and 
Heligolind, and one Baltic station—Stevna Fyr on Stevns 
Klii)t, Zealand, Or which the Committee is indebted to Prof. 
Llitken of Copenhagen, Altogether 196 stations have been 
supplied with schedule* and printed instructions for registering 
observations, and returns have bjen received from about 123— 
a result which is very satisfactory, showing as it does the general 
interest taken in the work, and the ready cooperation given by 
the lightkeepers in a sistiog the Committee. 

As in preceding years, the line of autumn migration has been 
a broad stream from east to we*t, or from points south of east to 
north of west, and covering the whole of the east coast In 
iSSo, to judge from the returned schedule*, a large proportion of 
the immigrants came in at the more southern stations ; in 1881 
they covered the whole of the east coast in tolerably equal pro¬ 
portions ; but in 1882 the stati ms north of the Humber show a 
marked preponderance of arrivals. Altogether a vast migration 
took place this year upon our eart coast, the heaviest waves 
breaking upon the mouth of the Humber, Flamborough Head, 
the Fame Islands, Ide of May at the entrance to the Firth of 
Forth, and again, after missing * hue extent of the Scotch coast, 
at the Pentland Skerries, The Bell Rock also came in for a 
share, although apparently a much smaller one than the Isle of 
May. The easterly winds prevailed all along our east coasts, 
generally strong to gale*, and the succession of south-easterly 
and easterly gules in October, between the 8th and 23rd, occur¬ 
ring aw they did at the usual time of the principal migration, 
brought va.dt numbers of land birds to our shares. From the 
Faroes in the north to the extreme south of England this Jla 
found to h*v$ been the case. 
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to the Amount bywhich they are traversed by planes of joints 
and fissures, and the extent these may run parallel or at right 
aagfortothe valleys which cut into and expose the water-bearing 
beta The proportion of the annual rainfall that U absorbed by 
different classes of rocks is a subject that requires further 
examination. The quantity is largely regulated by the quantity 
stored from previous years. After a succession of dry years the 
permanent water-level is reduced to minimum figures, and the 
water gradient becomes nearly flat and springs cease to flow. 
The first heavy rains will be nearly wholly absorbed, until the 
maximum water-gradient is reached and the rocks are stored 
with the largest amount of water they can hold. After they are 
once dunged, all excess of rainfall runs off in floods, and the 
amount absorbed is practically nil. Spread over the twelve 
months, the annual amount absorbed is probably never more 
than fifteen inches, and the average ranges from five inches in 
chalk countries to ten inches in new red sandstone areas. 
In millstone grit districts about eight inches are absorbed, 
but the permeable beds are thin, and the water is thrown 
off again in numerous springs, as a rule in the same drainage 
basin, giving permanence to the dry-weather flow of the 
streams traversing them. Except in ’wateriocrks drainage areas 
hut few observations exist as to the actual volumes run off 
daily by the rivers of this country, and data on this sub¬ 
ject are much required, as well as a permanent record of the 
height to which floods rhe in the various river basins. Further 
observations are required as to the action of faults in acting as 
ducts, along the face of which water is constantly passing, and 
barriers separating districts into distinct drainage areas. The 
facts so far obtained point to faults traversing thick permeable 
sandstone and limestone, having their formations on Wh sides 
of the dislocation, as offering no obstacle to the free passage of 
waters, which, even if locally obstructed by the hardened face 
or slickenside jointing of the fault, invariably find* its way 
through cracks extending across the width of the fault to faults 
traversing thick riiale^ and clay® of any age, The fissure, be it 
wide or narrow, always appears to have been filled with the im¬ 
permeable material forming the sides, and in some cases, when 
porous rocks have been immediately overlaid by impermeable 
material since denuded, the fissure of the fault has been filled 
from above at a time when the fault had an upward prolonga¬ 
tion, destroyed with the denuded material referred to. The 
daily registration of the heights of the streams might easily be 
made on gauges, painted on the county bridges, but the organi¬ 
sation necessary to carry this out is entirely beyond the scope of 
the British Association, and should be carried out at the national 
charge, being of the highest importance to the country. The 
determination of the number of cubic feet of water carried 
down at selected points on the English rivers, particularising 
whether it represents dry^veather, average* or flood flow* would 
be of very high value, and might well he undertaken by the 
Association. Such observations, stating the run-off per square 
mile of drainage area and the geological character of the area 
drained, would have more than a local value. Permeable rocks 
below the permanent water-level of a district may be regarded as 
a reservoir of which the cubic content is limited by the size of 
the spaces between the grains, and the width of the fissures and 
cracks by which the rock may be traversed. The quantity of 
water such rocks are capable of storing has had much light 
thrown upon it by the investigations of Mr. Wethered, published 
in the fourth appendix to the eighth report. 

' 1 ,r0 J 1 

Third Report of the Committee* consisting of Mr , Sclater* 
Mr. Howard Saunders* and Mr* Thiseiton Dyer {Secret- 
ary), appointed for the purpose of investigating the Natural 
History of Timor Laut. —In the month of January a box con¬ 
taining seventy birds’ skins was received from Mr. Forbes, w ith 
the note, " This first instalment of birds is a rough selection, 
which, probably, may contain new species.” The collection was 
examined by Mr. Sclater, who communicated an account of it 
to the meeting of the Zoological Society on February 20. The 
species were fifty-five in number, sixteen of which were described 
fa the P*P«r as new to science. "The general facies of the 
avifauna' as thus indicated, was stated to be decidedly Papuan, 
with a slight Timorese element, evidenced by the occurrence of 
certain species of Gmuhh and Mrytkrura; while the new 
m sorormfo) uas apparently a diminutive form of 

a peculiar Australian specks." About the same time the 
Committee received from' Mr. Forbes a detailed report of 

proceedings in Timor Laut. This was an extremely Inter* 
ertmjjf document, but dealt principally with ethnographical 


details. The Committee, therefore, decided that it should be 
communicated at once to the Anthropological Institute; and 
this Mr, John Evans, Treasurer of the Royal Society and Vice- 
President of the Institute, very kindly undertook to do. The 
paper was read at the meeting on March 13, and has since been 
published in the Journal of the Institute. In February the bulk 
of Mr. Forbes's collections reached Kew in four cases. They 
contained an extremely complete ethnographical collection, a 
further collection of birds, a collection of twelve crania and 
specimens of human hair, and a miscellaneous zoological collection. 
The - Committee decided that a selection from the ethnographical 
collection should be handed to Mr, Franks, keeper of the Depart¬ 
ment of Ethnography in the British Museum; that the addi¬ 
tional birds should be examined by Mr. Sclater, and that the 
miscellaneous zoological collections should be sent to the zoo¬ 
logical department of the British Museum to be selected from. 
This was accordingly done. A series of the ethnographical 
specimens was sent to the meeting at the Anthropological Insti¬ 
tute to illustrate the reading of Mr. Forbes’s report, and a 
description of these, drawn up by Mr. C. H. Read, is printed as 
an appendix to the paper in vat Journal of the Institute. Prof. 
Flower, who presided on the occasion, also stated that M the 
results of a cursory examination of the twelve crania which Mr, 
Forbes had collected were that eight were bmchycephalic, and 
of decidedly Malay type ; one was dolichocephalic, prognathous. 
And with large teeth, indicating Papuan or Melanesian affinities; 
and the other three were more or less intermediate. This is 
what might have been expected on the border-land of two 
distinct races ; but the great preponderance of the first-named was 
very marked. Nearly all showed signs of artificial flattening of 
the occipital region. A t the meeting cf the Zoological Society on 
April 17, Mr. Sclater read a second paper on the additional birds 
collected by Mr. Forbes in the Tenimber group. ** The avifauna of 
the group, as indicated by Mr. Forbes’s collection contained fifty- 
nine species, of which twenty-two were peculiar to these islands.” 
At the meeting of the same Society on May I, Mr. W, F. Kirby 
reported on the ^mall collection of Hymcnoptera (five new 
species weie described) and of Diptera sent home by Mr, Forbes. 
On June 5 a communication was read from Mr. A. G. Butler, 
containing an account of twenty-three Lepidoptera. These 
comprised twenty-three species of Lepidoptera ; the butterflies 
were well preserved, the moths in poor condition, Mr. Butler 
described ten new specie 3 . Deducting wide-ranging forms, the 
following is his analysis of the characteristic species :— M Indo- 
Malayan, 2; Austro-Malayan, 10; Australian, 3. The only 
surprising thing in this distribution is the preponderance of 
Timor over Aru or New' Guinea forms ; the species character¬ 
istic of that island being only equalled by those from Atu, New 
Guinea, aud Amboyna combined.” Mr. Boulenger also reported, 
at the same meeting, upon the reptiles and batraebians. Two 
new species were described—the one a lizard of the Australian 
genus Lophognathns , and the other a snake of the Indian genus 
Simotes. 'Hie snake was of special interest, as no species of 
the genus Simotes had hitherto been previously known to occur 
eastward of Java.” 

Repoi‘t of the Committee* consisting of General PiU-Rivers* Dr. 
Beddoe* Mr. Bra book* Prof Flower* Mr. F. Gallon* Dr, 
Carson* Mr. J. Park Harriwn {Secretary)* Dr , Muir he ad* Mr , 
F. W. Rudter* and Prof Thane* appointed for the purpose of 
Defining the Facial Characteristics cf the Races and Principal 
Crosses in the British Isles* and obtaining Illustrative Photo¬ 
graphs. —Owing to the comparative scarcity of skulls and Other 
remains of the earlier inhabitants of the British Islands, and the 
imperfect condition of many of them owing to lapse of time, 
more difficulty has been experienced in completing the identifi¬ 
cation of the Long-barrow type than occurred in the case of the 
Round-barrow and Saxon types (B and C), the features of which 
were defined in the Report of 1882. There appears, however, 
to be little doubt that the short dark type, which, as the Com¬ 
mittee mentioned last year, certainly exists in the population at 
the present time, and which offers a marked contrast to the other 
types, accords in stature, tightness of frame, narrowness of skull, 
and fine osseous features generally, with the skeleton remains 
found in the majority of the early barrows. The Committee, 
therefore, have «o difficulty in considering it us the main Type A j 
and its characteristic features have consequently been inserted in 
the annexed table, for comparison with Types B and C. The 
question whether there was a second pre-Celtic race in this 
country is hardly ripe for discussion; but it is receiving the 
special attention of several members of the Committee, 
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7 able in whiik the Typical Features of the Three Principal Paces 
in the British Isles are compared 

Features A E C 

a Forehead Vertical, square Receding Vertical, rounded 

b Supra-orbital Oblique 1 Prominent, con- Smooth 

ridges tinuoun across 

brows 

c Cheeks Tapering to chin Long Wide, full 

d None Straight, long High-bridged, pro- Short: bulbed 

jeeting 

e Mouth Ups thick, uh- Lins thin, straight, Lips well funned 

formed long 

f Chin Small, fine Pointed, projecting Heavy, rounded 

g Kars Rounded Pear-shaped, chan- Oval 

nulled lobules 

h Jaw Narrow Large, square Heavy 

f Eyes Dark Blue-grey, sunk Blue, prominent 

J Hair Very dark, eri*]), Light-brown, Light, limp 

curling slightly waved 

SkuH Dolichocephalic Sub-Eracbyce- Sub-Dolichoce¬ 
phalic pliAlic 

Average Iicight 5 feet 3 inches 5 feet 9 inches 5 feet 7 inches 
On. *'&») (m. t 753) (m. 170a) 

HabU Slight Bony, muscular ;>tout, well-cove red 

In the mass of the population one or other type of features ig 
found to predominate. The prevalent type differs in different 
localities; and the principal cause of the difference appears to 
be ancestral. Progress has been made in the identification of 
several sub types, especially the Gaels, Piets, Angles, and Jutes. 
But the definitions are not at present complete, The Committee 
trust that whenever ancient remains are discovered which there 
may be reason to believe belong to the above people, or to the 
l,ong*barrow race, they may be carefully preserved, and infor¬ 
mation forwarded to the Secretary. The long bones, which are 
often put away, are specially required for the purpose of ascer¬ 
taining stature. They request also to be informed of the exist¬ 
ence of any skulls in local museums or private collections, that 
would assist in the identification of the above types. Negatives 
have been taken of very pure examples of the Cymric type in 
North Wales, and several photographs have been purchased. 

Report of the Ray gill Fissure Exploration Committee, consist - 
ing of Prof A. If. Green , M.A., F.G.S. , Ft of L. C\ Miall , 
P.G.S., Jno. Brigg, F.G.S,, and fames IV. Davis , F.S.A., 
F.G.S. {Reporter). —The fissure occurs in an anticlinal of lime- 
‘tone in Lothersdale, near Skipton. The limestone is exten¬ 
sively quarried, and whilst removing the limestone, the fissure, 
which descends almost perpendicularly, lias repeatedly exhibited 
new sections during several years past. Jr, was decided by the 
Yorkshire Geological and Polytechnic Society to investigate its 
contents in 1879, and a grant was made by the British Associa¬ 
tion to assist in this object. It was found that the fis ure con¬ 
tained, besides laminated clay and layers of sand and stones, a 
brown, sandy clay with rounded boulders of sand-tone and 
limestone derived from the immediate locality, and numerous 
bones of animals. The latter comprise the bone-, teeth, and 
tusks of elephant, teeth of rhinoceros, hippopotamus, hymna, 
Iwar, and others, broken horns of the roebuck, and bones of 
birds. The bones are, when found, soft and friable ; and, being 
cemented to the matrix, are frequently difficult to extricate and 
individualise. The Committee express their indebtedness to 
Mr. Spencer, the proprietor of the quarry, and to Mr. Todd, 
for the kind maimer in which they have assisted in the 
operations. 

Report of Committee on Erratic Blocks, presented by Dr. 
Crosskey. —Additional facts were reported respecting the distribu¬ 
tion or erratic blocks. A remarkable group occurs at Cross¬ 
pool, near Sheffield, at a height of 730 feet above the sea. It 
consists of slate rocks and tuff from the Borrowdale Volcanic 
series of the Lake District, Carboniferous limestone and chert 
from North Lancashire and North-West YorkAhite, New Red 
Sandstone from North Lancashire, and specimens aLo occur 
which were probably derived from the East lowlands of Scot¬ 
land, with magnesian limestone from the north east of England. 
Near Clun, Shropshire, boulders from Rhayader and Machyn¬ 
lleth and neighbourhood are recorded, The highest boulder is 
upon Black Hill. It travelled from Rhayader, twenty-three 
miles wed-south-west, and has an elevation of about 1400 feet. 
The Report included a description of an enormous numlier of 

1 In place of u prominent brows," as In the report for >832. 


boulders spread over an ana of about two miles long by Wf * 
mile wide, the longer direction being south-east of Markfield, 
Leicestershire, from whence they were derived. It also gives 
an account of the erratic* of the north of Hertfordshire, At 
Kelsall, on the ridge dividing the district draining into the 
Thames from that draining north and north east into the Cam, 
are two boulders lying about 500 feet above sea-level. The 
boulders noted point generally to a derivation from the Midland 
oolites and coal-measures, and from crystalline roCks further 
north. The position of many boulders in the Midland Counties 
and the Isle of Anglcsea way also recorded. 

Report on the Fossil Plants of Halifax, by Prof \ W, C. 
Williamson , LI.D, t and W. Cash ,—Clear evidence of the ex¬ 
istence of at lea^t two new types of Racheopteris , which are 
most probably stems or petioles of ferns. A third is a curious 
stem in which the vascular bundle approaches that of a Lepido- 
dcnclrou in its defined cylindrical form surrounding a cellular 
pith, a condition rarely seen among the ferns, 

Report of the Committee to Explore Cavet ns in the CarbonG 
ferous Limestone in Ireland, consisting of Prof. Valentine Ball , 
Prof. Dawkins, and Richard J. Ussher .—The Sh&ndon Cave, 
near Tungorvan, which yielded remains of extinct Post-Pliocene 
mammalia in 1859 and in 1875, ^ as been explored during the 
past year. So far the work has imply been removing the loose 
material overlying the bone-bearing bed. 

Fourth Report of the Committee, consisting of Dr. II. C. Sorby 
and Mr. G. R . Vine, appointed for the purpose of reporting on 
Fossil Polyzoa. —Tabulates the Cretaceous Polyzoa of the British 
aiea only. Gives the classification of CycWtomatous Polyxoa, 
&c., from the Silurian to the Cretaceous epochs. Describes 
pseudo-poly loan forms, and gives the bibliography of the 
subject. 

Report of the Committee, consisting of Mr. A\ Etheridge, Dr. 
H. Woodward, and Prof T. Rupert Jones, on the Fossil 
Phyllopoda of the Paler ozoie Rocks. —Gives a classified synopsis 
of the genera of this group and detailed description* of certain 
genera. 

Report on Seismic Investigations in Japan during the Years 
1882-83, by Prof. John Milne .—"When iu England, arrange¬ 
ments were made with Mr. James White of Glasgow for the 
con-traction of a seismometer which will give a complete diagram 
of all the sensible vibrations of an earthquake in conjunction 
with the time of occurrence of these vibratiuns. The results of 
observations on earth-tremors are given, which show that the 
pendulum is seldom completely at rest, that a vertical motion is 
occasionally observed in the pendulum, the style of which oscil¬ 
lates up and down with a rapid, treunilous movement. With 
sudden changes in the barometer, the motions of the pendulum 
arc relatively very great. A second set of observations has been 
recorded, which arc the motions of the delicate level* placed 
beneath glass covers. 

The Reports prepared by the Chemical Committees appointed at 
Southampton last year were read at the opening of-the Chemical 
Section. The Committee on Chemical Nomenclature presented 
an interim Report, and asked to be reappointed to complete theit 
la hours. Prof. Hart ley read the Report tm the Ultra - Violet Spark 
Spectra , which dealt especially with the disappearance of short 
lines, the lengthening of short tines, and alterations in the spec* 
tnun of carbon. 


SECTION B— Chemical Science 
Sunspots atui the Chemical Elements in /he Sun, by Profs. 
Dewar and Liveing, —The authors, having made an examination 
of the spectroscopic observations of aunspots made at Greenwich, 
point out that the dark lines peculiar to spots ate not necessarily 
clue to new elements for cerium and titanium in the arc give a 
rest number of new lines, Of which some show coincidences with 
ark lines seen in sunspots too striking to be merely accidental. 
Although a spot is less luminous than the photosphere it does 
not follow that its temperature must be less, inasmuch as the 
radiation of short wave-length generally increases very rigidly 
with the temperature, and the spectra of some of the metals most 
abundant in the sun, Mich as magnesium and Iron; are rt>foager 
in the ultra-violet than in the visible part of the spectrum* Tim 
unequal widening of the Fraunhofer Hues in apoU ana¬ 

logy In the unequal widening of tbs lines of ae^ ^ our weta^its 
when the density of* their vapour it increased. 
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once of some F raunhofcr Hue* from spot* has been attributed 
with touch probability to the emwrion or the upper region# of the 
tun's atmosphere just balancing the absorption below : the rays 
lor which this happens are those of vapours of low tension 
(corresponding to Mr. Dockyer's long litter) emitted by the 
element* in their least complex state of aggregation. The 
singular ray with wave-length 49*3, which is a line of iron of 
high vapour tension, but behaves in the sun as a line of low 
vapour tension, being frequently seen high up in solar storms 
and disappearing from upota, probably belongs to some other 
metal as well a* iron, 

Mr. K. Meldola read a paper on The Colouring Matters of 
the Diaso* Group, m which he gave an historical sketch of this 
important class of bodies discovered by Or, Griess, and pro* 
oecded to describe a number of new compounds in which the 
diaxo-grouping occurred three times. These compounds pre¬ 
pared by the author yielded excellent dye*', specimens of which 
were exhibited. The great importance of these new products 
was shown by the fact that since their introduction the cochineal 
industry had gradually declined. 

Mr. H. B. Dixon exhibited tubes in which a dried mixture of 
carbonic oxide gas and oxygen was submitted to the electric 
bpark. The tubes vrere shaped tike the letter W, the two outer 
arms being open and scaled with mercury in the two lower 
bends. In one arm of each tube anhydrous phosphoric acid had 
been introduced to dry the gaseous mixture. The tubes had 
been so charged for a period of three days. On pawing the 
spark at the top of the central bend, a very slow and quiet com¬ 
bustion was propagated down the tube in which no phosphoric 
acid had been placed, but no combustion was proj>agated down 
the lube containing the phosphoric acid. In an experiment with 
another similar tube, only a small fraction of the mixture ignited 
in one arm. Water was then introduced by a pipette into the 
mixture, and after the steam had diffused, the spark was parsed, 
producing a loud explosion. 

lTof. A. W. Williamson in discussing the Chemical Constitu¬ 
tion of Matter remarked that u hen any sufficiently careful 
attempt ho* been made to decompose one of our elementary 
substance* this attempt has always fuiled. Referring to Trout's 
hypothec* that the atomic weights of the elements were exact 
multiples of that of hydrogen, l,)r. Williamson showed that this 
idea had been fruitful 1*cause it had led chemists to make most 
accurate and conscientious determinations of atomic weights. 
The result of the labours of Mend cl ceff, Lothar Meyer, and others 
ha* shown that the elements belong to a natural family, and 
has given an authority to the established weights which could not 
be aligned to them previously on chemical or physical grounds. 
When chemists speak of matter, they always limit themselves to 
that which can be « eighed : it would be better to throw off that 
limitation and not hamper our ideas with a condition which may 
*ome day have to be removed, What many chamists have 
regarded aa tho most fundamental property of matter, its weight, 
may not 1* an inherent property in the matter itself, but may 
depend on forces reacting between the ** matter ” and the ether 
surrounding it. All that we know about the atomic weight of 
atoms is not inconsistent with varieties among individual atoms, 
but only proves that the avenge weight of large aggregates of 
atom* is the same. 

Prof. Dewar read papery by himself and Mr, A. Scott, on The 
Atomic Weight of Manganese and on 7 he Molecular Weights of 
Substituted Ammonias, in the latter of which the authors pointed 
out the advantage of using the molecular weights of these com¬ 
pound* for accurately determining the relation between the atomic 
weights of bydrog n and carbon of which elements several 
Otmaa are contained in the introduced radicle. The authors 
conclude from their experiments that if oxygen be taken as id, 
the atom of hydrogen must bo less than unity, and not larger, as 
is the generally received opinion, 

* Prof W, Ramsay, In a paper on The Application of Bisulphite 
of Carbon to the Scouring of Wbol, drew attention to a curious 
difference in the quality of the bisulphide manufactured in France 

The*&air. W* A* Irving Exhibited tubes in which trioxide of 
phosphorus had been sealed up and exposed to sunlight. The 
tubed contained dark crystals of phosphorus. The author stated 
that oh opening the tubes he found peiuoiide of phosphorus 
present, and argued that the wu&ght And decomposed the tri- 
oxJde into free phosphate* and the pentoxide. In the discussion 
it was suggested that free phosphorus might have been sealed up 
together with the oxide, ana have changed ks condition on 
expo&re b sunlight. 


Prof. Dewar pointed out an important relation between the 
critical temperature and pressure of volatile Liquids and their 
molecular volumes. The ratio of the critical pressure to critical 
temperature is proportional to the molecular volume, so that the 
determination of the critical temperature and pressure of a 
substance gives us a perfectly independent measure of the 
molecular volume. Prof. Dewar pointed out the great advantage 
of e nploying a liquid of low critical temperature and pressure 
such as liquefied marsh gas for producing exceedingly low 
temperatures. He hoped to be able to approach the absolute 
zero by the evaporation of liquefied marsh gas whose critical 
temperature was less than ~ too fi Centigrade, and whose 
critical pressure was only 39 atmospheres.—Sir W. Siemens 
hoped rrof. Dewar would soon succeed in producing a 
temperature near to the absolute zero, as he had the greatest 
desire to test at such a low tem, erature the magnetic and electric 
behaviour of metals. 

Dr. Gladstone, in a paper written in conjunction with Mr. 
Tri lie, on 7 'he Electrolysis of Dilute Sulphuric Acid in Secondary 
Batteries , was led to the conclusion that besides the molecular 
change in the electrolyte, there was also an actual passage of 
sulphuric acid into the limb containing sulphate of copper. No 
data exist to decide the question whether it is sulphuric acid or 
some hydrate of it that is electrolysed, but analogy would lead to 
the conclusion that it is sulphuric acid. 

Mr. II. Brereton Maker, in a paper on The Alleged Direct Union 
of Hydrogen and Nitrogen, described the carefully conducted 
experiments he had made with nitrogen, derived without heat 
from trie air, and pure hydrogen. These gases led over hut 
platinum sponge gave no trace of ammonia. He found that, in 
an apparatus similar to that u>ed by Mr. Stilhngfieet Johnson, 
the oxides of nitrogen produced by the passage of hydrogen 
through the nil rate of silver solution used to purify it were not 
completely arrested by the ferrous sulphate absorbers, so that 
the ammonia produced in Mr. Johnson's experiments was 
doubllc s due to the action of tlie-e oxides on hydrogen in 
presence of hot platinum. 

' Messrs. Friedel and Crafts communicated a pa|*r on 7%e 
Decomposition of Hydrocarbons by Aluminic Chloride. Chloride 
of aluminium is not only a synthetical agent but also a reducing 
agent can ring the sub titution of hydrogen for methyl, ethyl, 
&c. For instance naphthalin distilled with 25 per cent of 
aluminic chloride gave a distillate of benzene and hydrides of 
naphthalene, benzene, heated to 235** C. in a sealed tube with 
the chloride, gave off marsh gas on opening, and the contents of 
the tube on distillation with water gave hydrocarbons boiling at 
from 8o° to 160*, Diphenyl methane, distilled with chloride, 
gave a di-tillate containing benzene and toluene. Tri phenyl- 
methane distilled with more than half its weight of chloride gave 
only benzene. Bexamethjliien/ene heated with one-third it* 
weight of chloride gave off plenty of a non-illuminating gas ; from 
the residue crystals of durene were deposited. In the case of 
the poly-methyl benzenes one or more methyl groups are replaced 
by hydrogen with the formation of very little hydrochloric acid. 
The same equation previously adopted to explain the synthesis of 
hydrocarbons by aluminic chloride, is sufficient to explain the 
present decomposition CHI# + Al a Cly « C u H B .Al a Cl 0 T HCI. 
The compound Al y Cl 6 , is broken up by heat into diphenyl 
and aluminous chloride ; the latter is decomposed by the free 
hydrochloric acid into aluminic chloride and hydrogen, and the 
hydrogen thus set free exerts the reducing action. The Section 
recommended the paper for publication in extenso in the 
Transactions . 

Frol’. Ik Warder of Ohio, U.S.A., communicated a short 
paper called Suggestions for Computing the Speed of Chemical 
Reactions, lie recommended for unit of volume the cubic centi¬ 
metre, for mas* the chemical equivalent expressed in milligrams, 
and for time the hour. Prof. Warder drew attention to the fact 
that many determinations of the rate of etherification had been 
published for twenty years, and yet uo mean value of the 11 rate- 
constant M had been worked out. Such calculation* might fitly 
be undertaken by student* at college*, and the Chemlaal Section 
of the Ohio Institute had begun such work and invited the 
assistance and cooperation of chemists engaged in teaching, 

Mr. P. M, Parsons gave an account of different varieties of 
manganese-bronze prepared by heating copper with fcrro-man- 
ganese. The spiegeleiseu, as in the Bessemer process, removes 
the oxygen from the copper, with which part of the manganese 
forms an alloy of extraordinary tensile strength. One of the varie¬ 
ties, capable of resisting a great transverse strain, is largely em¬ 
ployed for making screw-propellers. These are cast in sand. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

Opening Address by Lieut.-Colonel H. H, Godwin* 
Austen, F.R.S., F.G.S., F.R.G.S., &c., President 
ok the Section. i 


My predecessor, Sir Richard Temple, selected for the subject 
of his address to this Section last year M The Central Plateau of 
Asia/' and he treated it not only from a broad and general geo¬ 
graphical, but also, and to some extent, a political and historical, 
point of view. Following him, in a measure, over some of the 
same ground, I have selected the mountain region south of the 
Central Asian highlands—viz. the Himalayas, and more par¬ 
ticularly the western portion of that lange, os the subject of this 
paper. I propose considering this mountain chain with reference 
to its physical features, past and present; and consequently with 
reference to its geological history, so far as that relates to later 
tertiary times-**.;, the period immediately preceding the present 
distribution of seas, land, rivers, and lakes. It is not, however, 
my intention to enter very deeply into the purely geological 
branch of the subject. 

Comparatively little of the earth’s surface now remains unex¬ 
plored, but much remains to be surveyed and examined in a 
more scientific manner. Within the last fifty years explorers 
have made known to us the general features of those dotted or 
blank spaces which, as boys, we used to look at in our school 
atlas sheets with so much curiosity, mingled with no little desire 
to discover the hidden secrets of the unknown lands so shown. 
The Btudent of the present day enjoys information more or less 
accurate respecting countries which to us were mere speculative 
shadows. 


But there are other atlas sheets beneath, and only a very few 
feet beneath, those of this present day, which are closely con¬ 
nected with the latter, and beneath them again others lie still 
deeper which have modified the geography of this earth over 
and over again. It Is to such a sheet or two relating to the 
great Himalayan chain that I now invite your attention. If we 
wish to deal with physical geography (and to my mind it has 
equal charms with cither pare geography or exploration), our 
inquiry must, if we wish it to be of any really scientific value, 
be based on geological structure, We must study the ancient 
atlas sheets, one by one, which nature is, day by day, revealing 
to us by the denudation of the present surface, taking away and 
building up the material for atlas sheets of future epochs. 
Geography and geology are very intimately related; each is 
truly based upon the other. Local changes of temperature on 
the surface of this earth, and internally the slow shrinking of 
its crust, have effected gigantic changes of its surface, and are 
still altering the topographical features of every country. 
Directly we look back in time and space and note what changes 
have taken place, the science of geology step* in, and with it 
mathematics, chemistry, botany, and zoology, A raised sea- 
beach with its dead shells, or a submerged fore.-t with the 
remains of its former fauna and flora, geologically an event of 
yesterday, send* us back thousands of years into the past, 
thinking of what were the aspect and dimensions of the former 
land ; therefore, to be a good geographer, something should be 
known of geology and its kindred sciences. This will be my 
excuse if in this address I dip somewhat below the surface, ana, 
as some may think, introduce too much geology into this Sec¬ 
tion, The basis, however, of this branch of knowledge is geo¬ 
graphy, and this the Royal Geographical Society and the British 
Association in this particular Section do all they can to foster. 
There is no gainsaying the fact that very many of our ablest 
men of science, the ablest naturalists and geologists this country 
has produced (and it has taken a leading part in geology), have 
commenced their careen in connection with geographical ex¬ 
ploration. Darwin’s earlier studies were prosecuted whilst he 
was attached to marine surveys in other parts of the world ; 
through the same school passed Huxley and Edward Forbes. 
There was no better example of an able geographer and geolo¬ 
gist than Sir Roderick Murchison, who for years took a leading 
port at these meetings. The list might be largely extended— 
Sir Joseph Hooker, Wallace, Wyville Thomson, Moseley, &c. 
That most seductive of all studies, the geographical distribution 
pf species, is intimately connected with geographical exploration. 
Just as the navy owes much of its efficiency to our coasting and 
mercantile marine and to our hardy fishermen, so have geography 
and other sciences been strengthened by the labours of those 
practical and scientific men who have been engaged in marine 
or territorial surveys. 


The Himalayas, the highest mountains in ihe work^/fcave ex¬ 
cited the interest of many travellers and many geographer*! 
very much has been written about them, some from personal 
knowledge, and a good deal on second-hand information, Much 
confusion has resulted from the features of the north-western 
area being so dissimilar in composition to those of the rest, or 
eastern part, of the chain, and the limitation placed on the 
breadth and extent of the whole as a mountain mass. There 
has been a tendency to apply the term 41 Himalaya ” In too ex¬ 
tended a sense: it should, I consider, be restricted to those 
portions which dominate the plains of India, from the inhabi¬ 
tants of which country we have derived the name. This would, 
strictly speaking, apply only to the snowy range seen from the 
plains of India bordering upon the course of the Ganges ; but 
we might, I think, use the term in an extended sense, so as to 
include that which we may cell the north-western Himalaya, 
north of the Punjab, and also the eastern Himalaya, bordering 
on Assam. 

The orography of this mountain mass has been recently ably 
handled by Messrs. Medlicott and Blanford, 1 and I follow them 
in all their main divisions and nomenclature, which are based 
upon a thorough understanding of the rocks of the country. 
Some line must be selected where the term Himalaya in its 
u idest sense must cease to be used, and this certainly cannot be 
better defined than by the valley of the Indus from Attock 
to Bunji. On this line we find the great bending round 
or change in the strike of all the ranges. Strictly speaking, the 
change commences on the south, where the Jhelum River leaves 
the mountains, but this line, north of Mozufferabad, continues 
on into the above-mentioned part of the Indus valley. To the 
mountains north of the Indns on its east and wert course the 
name Himalaya should certainly never be applied. For this 
north-we^t, Trans-Indus part of the Asian chain we have the 
well-known name Mustagh, so far as the head of the Gilgit 
valley ; the Hindu Kush being an excellent term now in common 
use for it* extension to the Afghan country. 

The observati ms made by many of the assistants of the 
Indian Geological Survey, more especially by Stoliczka, and 
more recently by Lydekker* in the Himalayas, combined with 
those made by myself in the same region, have, when considered 
in conjunction with the ascertained strike of the granitoid or 
gueissic rocks, led me to separate the great Central Asian chain 
into the following five principal divisions, with some minor sub¬ 
divisions : — 

Cen fra/ Asian Chain** 

1. The main axis or Central I 3. Himalaya 

Asian, Kueniun [ 4. Outer or Lower Himalaya 

2. Trans-Himalaya | 5. Sub-Himalaya 

I use the word 11 chain" in its widest meaning, so as to 
comprise the whole length and breadth of a mountain mass, and 
not, as it has been sometimes used, to describe a "chain" or 
single line of mountain peaks. 

I show these and the equivalent ranges of other geographers 
and authors in the accompanying synoptical form ; and if sections 
be made, at interval* of about 100 miles apart, through the 
whole mass of the chain from the pjains of India to Thibet, they 
show where the different ranges are locally represented, and hnw 
they separate or are given off from the main axis lines. The 
same t'cale for both vertical aiyi horizontal measurements should 
be used, because there is nothing more misleading than sections 
in which an exaggerated vertical scale is used. In our present 
state of ignorance as to the composition of the chain eastward 
from the source of the Sutlej, we cannot attempt to lay 
down there any axis lines of original elevation. The separa¬ 
tion by Mr, Clements Markham 4 and Mr. Trelawney Saunder* * 
of the line of highest peaks into one range, and the water jxtrting 
into another, is an acceptable solution of the physical features 
as at present known of this part of the chain, X am led 
to think, however, that when this ground Is examined it a til 
resolve itself into a series* of parallel ridges more or less do>e, 
and oblique to the line of greatest altitude as defined by the line 
of high peaks, crossing diagonally even the main drainage lint 
of the Sanspu, just a* we see the Utdak axis crossing the Indus 


* A hftmaaitf tksGtoi 
9 Momoirt <J th* Gtoiogy of l 
3 Consult Aflat She*ti of too 


p. $. 

__of fits Indian Sumy, t inch—# utile*, and law 

sup of fwrkentin and the countries between the British and 
dominions In India—x inch m 3s mum. Campled under fiw ««•*» of 
LteuU&n. J, T, Walkw. C,B*. , 

4 Thibot. Boyle and Manning, Introduction. 

5 GtografkicoU Maffumo , July, *677, p. X73. 
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near Haald/or the Pir Fanjal that of the Jhelum. Sir Henry 
S$r*chfcy*t conception of the general structure was the soundest 
and most scientific first propounded. 1 He considered it to be 
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being on terminal butt-ends of the successive parallel ranges, the 
watershed following the lowest parts of the ridges, and the 
drainage crossing the highest, in deep gorges directly transverse 
to the main lines of elevation. 

It will be seen from section;), drawn as above, that the moun¬ 
tain mass of the Himalayas increases gradually in height from 
the south to about its central portion and then as gradually falls 
towards the north side. There is no abrupt and conspicuous 
slope from the higher line of peaks to the plains; a succession 
of spurs from the main water-parting intervenes, and these spurs 
retain often a very considerable altitude far to the south. The 
spurs terminate, usually, abruptly towards the plains of India, 
at an altitude of 5,000 to 8,000 feet, just within a more or less 
broad belt of fringing low hills, the well-known Sivaliks, 

It hat* been laid down that the Himalayan chain culminates in 
two parallel ranges running through its entire length from the 
Indus to the Brahmaputra, and these have been called the north 
and south Himalaya, or central and southern; the two combined 
(they are very close ita parts) really constitute the above chain. 
We can apply this system to certain portions of the range, but 
it breaks down when we reach the Sutlej on one side and the 
Monass on the other. The more we increase the scale of our 
map*, the greater the number of axial lines we can establish, all 
intimately connected with, and subsidiary lo, the run or strike of 
the greater series of axial elevations. 

Explanation of the Different Ranges 

1. Kuenlun Range *—The most westerly extension of this gran¬ 
itoid axis is found W.N.W. of the Zangi-diwnn pass at Oikul 
and the Victoria Lake. Here Staliczka records it 1 with slates 
and schists resting on it to the southward. Now the next great 
granitoid axis south of tbe above, with palaeozoic rocks on its 
northern face, is at the Mustagh pass, fifty miles to the south of 
Kuenlun at Zangi-diwan, and it coincides in position with the 
gneiss of Kila Panza,* the granitic axis of the Mustagh being 
continued W.N.W. in the nigh peaks of Hunwi-Nagar, The 
Kuenlun axis passes by Shahdula eastward by peaks E. 61, 
23,890, E. 64, 21,500, up to Veshil-Kul on the Keria route, for 
a distance of about 450 miles ; beyond this is unexplored country. 

I have adopted the term Mustagh as one well known to the 
people on both sides of the range, and better known than 
Karakoram, applied by them to the pass of that name. The 
Karakoram pass also lies on an axis of elevation further to the 
north and intermediate between the Mustagh and Kuenlun. 

2. Mustagh. —This axis, as I have shown above, commences 
near Kila Panza in Wakhan, thence by the Baroghil and Keram- 
bar passes to the great peaks dominating the liunza valley to the 
Mustagh pass, eastward by K-, 28,250, to the great peaks north 
of the fchayok, K„, Kjq, Kn.K,/, the Sassar pas-a, and thence 
S.E. on to the Marsc Mik I,a and the high mass north of the 
Pangkong Lake, crossing at Nyak Tso on to the high range 
south 'of the Rudok plain, where we again enter unsurveyed 
ground. It is probably continuous to the Aling Gangri, the old 
original drainage of the Shayok passing through it at the Pang- 
kong Lake, thus repeating in a similar way that of the Indus 
through tbe Ladak range near Han]if. This most remarkable 
depression of the whole area, the Rudok plain, lies S.E. of the 
Pangkottg Lake, where, on the same meridian as the sources of 
the Indus and Sanspu, we have a plain only a little above 
14,000 feet, which once drained in glacial and pre-glacial times 
into tbe Shayok, rendering that branch as long as, probably longer 
than, the present Indus. From a high point above the Pangkong 
I have looked over this plain ; for a distance of some sixty miles 
It was seen bounded to the south by mountains of over 21*000 
feet, and no mountain ranges broke the horizon. The depression 
is a broad and continuous one here, lower and more extensive 
than that at the head of the Indus. It Is not improbable that it 
indicates the head waters of the next great drainage area north 
of the Indus, viz. of the rivers that find an exit to the sea 
through Burmah. The Gang-rhi and Karakoram, or Mustagh, 
cannot t>e therefore considered as one range separating the Indus 
basin from that of the northern or central plateau of Thibet. 
This must lie across the broad elevated plateau that extends from 
the Karakoram pass, having a general parallelism to the Kuenlun 


The crystalline limestone near the west end of the Pangkong 
Lake would appear to be the same as the similar limestone 

* Scientific RrsuiU the Yarkand Mittion, p. 38- 
■ Slojidfca, Ue\ dt. p. 38. 

> Unknown mad unnamed peaks were thus designated dining the progress 
efthetria^uUtiw. 
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at Shigar near Sc&rdo. It comas in, too, on the north side of 
the great gneissic axis, the northern boundary of which follow* 
the Shayok River pretty closely from Tankse and Shayok to 
Kbapalu. The foldings in the gneLs which have caught up the 
polmoaoic slates near the Tankse are again on the west indicated 
by the metamorphic schists on the Indus south of Kartaksho, 
and by those in the Section S.W. of Scardo. 

2N, Karakoram-IJngzi Thang Range .—West of the pa^s the 
country is not known. Eastward the line of elevation passes 
north of the Dipsang plain to the Compass JLa, and south of the 
Lingzi Thong plain, by the Changlung Burma La to the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Kiang La, and thence still further east it may 
pass north of Sarthol into Garchethoh 

3. The Ladak-Gurla Range .—This is the best defined, as a 
continuous granitoid axis, on the cast and west of Leh; the 
Indus flows at the base of its escarpment for 190 miles, and this 
line also was not far from the limit of ihc ancient nurmnuUtic 
sea. On the west it uniteB with the great plateau of Deo-ai and 
extends to Gilgit. The Indus drainage has cut through it from 
south to north into the Scardo basin, and back again to south at 
the sharp bend at Bunji, while on the east at Haol6 the same 
river passes to the north again, and the range is continued 
following the left or south bank up to the Gurla peak, south of 
the Mansarowar Lake. Thence it is probably continuous up to 
the Fotu La. 

aS. The Shayok'Kailas *—This aubhidiary axis is well marked 
on the south of the Pangkong Lake N.W. and S.E. of Tankse, 
running parallel to the Ladak range. It is then to be followed 
westward, nonh of the Shayok River to the junction of the 
Harha Braldoh Rivers, and thence to Haramosh and Raki Pushi 

S eaks, and perhaps through Vasin to Tirich Mir on the Hindu 
aish. To the eastward from Sajam peak, the north side of the 
Indus and Gartangchu to the Kailas peak, thence very probably 
north of the head waters of the Brahmaputra. 

4. 7 'he Zaskar Range, where best displayed, is that portion 
which lies south of the districts of that name in Ladak, and 
running parallel for too miles with the upper sources of that 
large tributary of the Indus, the river of the same name. In 
the size of the present glaciers that fill the upper valleys, this 
portion more dosely resembles the Alps of Europe than any 
other part of the Himalayan chain. It is continued to the N.W., 
past Dras, to the southern side of the Deosai plains, thu- coalesc¬ 
ing with that great elevated mass of the primitive rocks. It is 
continued to the Nanga Purbet, 26,620 feet, and it probably 
continues still further, west of the Indus, the curve of the range 
bounding Swat and Bajaur on the north towards Kminr, and 
which, after the central portion, we may term, at present, the 
Bajaur range. Taking it up in a S.E. direction, it bends slightly 
south, crossing the head of the Bagha River by the Rotang pass 
10 that line of lofty snowy peaks seen from Simla and other hill 
stations leading past Chini to the coat of the Sutlej, to the 
famous peaks of Gangotri, Nandadevl, and Nampa. To the 
majority of Europeans who have visited India this is perhaps the 
best known portion of the Himalayas. 

4N'. The Rukshu Rulge .—Two secondary ranges, more or 
less connected with the last, one intimately so with an axis of 
trappsean intrusion of early tertiary age, which from Drag to the 
Monsarawa is over 400 miles in extent, can be followed. The 
first is conspicuous at the T»oinorirhi Lake, Mata Peak, 20,600 
feet, being of granitic rock ; it in seen on the west covered by 
the earlier sedimentary formations, but it can be traced towards 
liras, and on the S.E. to the Inns La, curving tbence towards 
the Leo Purgial mass, the elevated tertiary formations of Hnndes 
coming in on the east. 

4N . The Stck ,—Another subsidiary and later line of elevation, 
one I had at first been inclined to disregard in this address, 
being a minor feature in comparison with the whole chain, flanks 
conspicuously (attaining the very considerable elevation of over 
20,000 feet) the left bank of the Indus for 200 miles, and is stitl 
mope intimately related to the above trap pecan intrusion. It 
forma a connecting link with the tertiary rocks of the same age 
on the southern base of the Himalayas (the elevation of w hich 
fed on successively to the formation of the outermost range of 
hills, the Sivaliks), and shows the relatively recent date of the 
elevation of the whole chain, and the obliteration of the topo¬ 
graphical details of a previous mountain mas*. 

4N. The Baralacha Ridge*—Thin line of elevation corresponds 
with the run of the highly tilted slates, carboniferous and 
succeeding formations resting against the Zaskar axis, which it 
follows from near Sure to south Of Padam by the Baralacha and 
Parang passes; here, for a short distance constituting the water¬ 


parting between the Indus and Cbandrabagha, it cahfea traced 
towards the Sutlej, Chink crossing on to the Keobrang* and in 
turn the Nilang, Niti, Lakhur, and Tinkar passes, display tug ail 
along this line us characteristic feature, first seen at the Baralacha 
pass, of being the main water-parting between the Ganges and 
Kali basins on the south, and the Indus on the nonh, and 
constituting from here to the eastward, with the peaks on the 
granitic or gneksose axis, the main Himalayan range. In the 
Nipal area to the eastward, we notice the great similarity with 
which one river basin follows the other, the only difference being 
that the watersheds of some He further to the north than others. 
We may thus, I think, infer that the above character of the 
Baralacha axis is the type of the physical features along thi* 
unsurveyed, little-known territory, until we reach the longitude 
of Darjiling. 

4J. The Chenah and North Kashmir *—South of the Chenab 
River, running parallel with it for many miles, is another gneissic 
axis, through which the Chenab passes into a sharp bend to die 
south near KisEitwar; the peak of Gwalga well marks its 
position here, and the strike of the same rock is continued 
towards the northern outer hills of the Kashmir valley by 
Barra pat ta and Dal was Peak, near the Iloksar pass, and the 
Maro Wardwan valley below Ainshin. For some distance the 
stratified rocks only are seen, but on the Boodpathar ridge near 
Srinagar and in the Sind valley, and again from near Haramook 
Peak to Tragbul, the gucisdc rocks appear. Further still they 
occur in the hills at the head of the large tributaries of the 
Krihmil River, and thence I suspect are continued across the 
Kishengunga to the snowy peaks above Warnba and into 
Khagan, On the S.E. at the Rotang pass at the head of the 
Bens valley it unites w ilh the Zaskar axis. 

5. The Pir Banjul* Dhaoladhar Ridge .—On the outer face of 
the chain there is a well marked gneissic or granitoid axis. R 
is well exemplified ( n the Dhaoladhar ridge above Dharmsola, 
directly connected with, and equally welt displayed in, the 
Chatadhar ridge south of Budrawar ; thence it can be traced to 
the Chenab, which breaks through it here, to the south-east side 
of the Kashmir valley, farming the eastern end of the Pir Banjul 
range. We find it at intervals amidst the older slates along the 
ridge westward, and close up to the gorge of the Jhekim River, 
where it leaves the valley of Kashmir, It reappears on the 
other side of the Jhelum in the Kajnug ridge towards Moztiffer- 
abad. The gorges of the Kishengunga and Khagan Rivers arc 
near this place, and to the westward the granitoid rocks are 
again met with at Manscrah in the Hazara valley. Little is 
known of the mountains to the north of this, but the axis 
apparently crosses the Indus near Amb, curving round in the 
Yusufzai PI ilia north of the Peshawar valley, the Sufe&koh being 
an analogous range on the south of the Kabul River, Returning 
to the Dhaoladhar ridge, the granitoid axis continues toSttlUnpur 
on the Beas across that river, by Tuket to Hatu, across the 
Sutlej to Kuper and Kanchu Peaks, and the well-known peak 
of the Chor, Nag Tiba, north of Mussoorie, would mark its 
eastern extension, beneath the slates of that ridge, and beyond 
Dudatoli and Binsar Peaks, and Almora to the Kali River, 1 near 
Meenda Ghur. f l'hi* axis thus holds the same position with 
regard to the plains of India and at about the same distance 
from their base for a very great distance. 

6. The Sub-Himalaya .—This longitudinal section of the 
Himalaya is easily defined by the fringing line of hills more or 
less broad, and m places very distinctly marked off from the 
main chain by open valleys (dhurts), or narrow valleys parallel 
with the main axis of the chain. 

The Eastern Himalaya .—In Western Bhutan, beyond 
Darjiling, between the luldoka and the Am Mochu, the gneissic 
rocks have a N.W. strike by the Pango La, apparently towards 
Kanchinjunga; to the S.E. by Betso Peak to the Singebul* 
above Buxa, Hooker records Kinchinjhow as of granite, with 
stratified rocks to the north. This axis may possibly be con¬ 
tinued E.S.E, to Ghumuiarhi and the gneiss of the mountain* 
north of Paro. 

In the for east, in the Dafla Hills, a more general parallelism 
of tbe ranges horn W. to K. is fowid, assimilating to the N.W; 
area, A well-marked granitoid axis la to be traced from S, W, 
to NJ£. (the outer Himalaya here), convex to the 8.£.» the 
terriaries or the Sub-Himalaya being of considerable breadth 
and elevation, and following the same curve. Considerable 
valleys or dhuns are also again a feature on thfe side. 

Lastly* there is the Assam range, which, although aot forming 
a part of the Himalayan mountain system, I imtit altode to* as 
* Captain BL Struck**, R.K., *> 0 . 8 ., t&$l. 
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I shall have to refer to it further on, This is very clearly 
defifpd by a gneiaafe axis on its southern margin, against which 
the secondary rocks rest, and by a more northern line of the same 
primitive rock, succeeded by another of isolated low hills follow- 
tug the northern base and the course of the Brahmaputra, and 
generally tying to the north of it. The last outcrop is seen at 
Phocbn, and thence it is no doubt continuous across the delta 
to similar outcrops of Bengal gneiss on the Ganges, thus connect¬ 
ing this axis of elevation with that of peninsular India. The 
above range is convex to the south, curving up to the N E. in 
the Lhnta Naga and Nowgong Hills, and to the W.N.W. in 
the Gan* PIills. 

The Burrail raDge forms another subsidiary line of elevation 
to the above from the Naga Hills to Jaintiapnr, and falls away 
dipping under the Sylhct bkils^ 1 to reappear at the most S.W, 
twint of the Garo Hills. From it* highest point in the Naga 
Hills (Japvo), where the strata become nearly horizontal, it 
merges into and throws off the high N. and S. ridges that liound 
the Mumpur valley on the west, to join the I.ushai Hills on the 
south. This I would call the Western Munipur and Arakan 
range. It has no granitoid axis ; but to the N.Ii. of Muni pur a 
great mass of intrusive rock occurs at the high peak of Shurui- 
furar, and thence a high line of elevation runs N.N. E. to 
Saramethi Peak, and to the south forms the eastern Ixmndary of 
the Mumpur valley, and might be called the eastern Muni pur 
range—it is the water-parting between the above valley and that 
of the Kywigdwcng. 

We cai, in a measure, exemplify the structure of the Himalaya 
by that of the bones of the right hand, with fingers much 
elongated and stretched wide opart, of which tbe wrist and back 
may represent the broader belt of granitic rocks of the eastern 
area, the thumb and fingers the more or less continuous ridges of 
the N.W., some less prolonged than others to the north-west, 
fiUch as the Chor axis, which may be represented by the thumb, 
terminating on the southern margin near the Sutlej. The left 
hand placed opposite will represent the same features to the 
west of the Indus. We will even carry this simile further, and 
as a rough illustration suppose the interval* or long basins 
between the fingers to be filled with .sedimentary dejiosits, and 
the fingers then to be bn tight closer together, producing a 
crushing and crumpling of the strata. At the same time an 
elevation or depression, first of one or more of the finger*, then 
of another or of the w hole hand has taken place, and you are 
presented with very much w hat has gone on upon a grand scale 
over this vast area. As these changes of level have nut taken 
place along the whole range fr<un E. to W. in an equal 
extent, but upon certain transverse or diagonal lines, undulations : 
more or less great have been the result, and some formations 
have attained a higher position in some places than in others, 
producing, very early in the history of these mountains, a trans¬ 
verse system of drainage lines, leading through the long axial 
ridges. 

The last efforts of these vising, sinking, and lateral crushing, 
ami, as I believe, very slowly acting forces, are to lie seen at the 
southern face of these mountains in the tertiary strata that make 
up the Sub-Himalayan axis (Sivalik) a topographical feature 
which is most striking by reason of its persistence and uniformity 
for some 1600 miles; for, although a similar and syncbronal 
'elevation of the Alps has taken place, the same regularity of 
orographical features has not been the result, most probably 
from the difference in the original outline of deposition in the 
latter area. One object in this address will be to endeavour to 
point out and compare some of the physical feature* of the two 
great European and Asiatic chains. 

From Assam on the east to the Punjab on the west, bending 
rourtd and extending to Scinde, this fringing line of parallel 
ridges is found at the base of the Himalayas, sometimes higher, 
sometimes wider, often forming elliptical valleys. Only ia one 
# part of the belt east of the Teesta are they absent altogether, 
*and far a distance of fifty miles the metamorphic rocks ri e 
directly from the plains of India,’ a feature representing a great 
break—the correct interpretation of which will tell us very much 
of the pert history of these mountains. These formations are of 
vast thickness, and in the Punjab, where they attain their 
greatest width and elevation between the Chenab and the Indus, 
cover an area of 13,000 square miles. 

The whole of this material has been derived from the adjacent 
Himalayas) representing many feet of the older and higher 

1 or "yA//”—Hind,.« marsh. 
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mountain ranges, and has travelled down valleys that have been 
excavated in pre-lertiary times. This points to a slow subsidence 
of the whole southern aide of the mountain mass, deposition 
generally keeping pace with it, broken off by recurring long 
intervals of re-elevation. Such important, well-marked features 
as these cannot be omitted when treating of a mountain system. 
Many long and instructive pages of its history are written on these 
rocks, with the help of which we may reconstruct some of the 
outlines of its more ancient geography. 

The next most interesting feature connected with the former 
distribution of land and sea is that these Sub-Hiumlayan forma¬ 
tions arc fresh-water, or torrential, showing that since mimmulitic 
or eocene times the sea has never washed the base of the 
Himalayas. 1 In fact, there is no evidence of this from the gorge 
where the Ganges leaves the mountains up to the base or the 
Garo Hills ; pointing to an extension northward at that early age 
of the Arabian *Sea, separated from the Bay of Bengal by penin¬ 
sular India. I am led also to believe that from Assam to Scinde 
there ouce existed one continuous drainage line, a great river 
receiving its tributaries from the Himalayas, partly a land of 
lakes and marshes, the home of that wonderful mammalian and 
reptilian fauna which Cautleyand Falconer were the first to bring 
to light. In pliocene Lime*, before the greater displacement# 
commenced, it is not unlikely that the Kashmir basin drained at 
the north-west end into the Kishingunga Valley to Mozufferabad, 
and that of Hundes and Ladak trended towaids the same direc¬ 
tion vid Dras. 

The southern boundary of this long alluvial plain was formed 
by the present peninsula of India, and probably of the extension 
of the Garo and Khasi Hilb westward to the Rajmabal hills. 3 
Depression has been considerable in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta, 8 nearly 500 feet. We know probably only a portion 
of the alluvial deposits. At 380 feet beds of peal were passed 
through in boring, and the lowest beds contained fresh water 
shells j the beds also were of such a gravelly nature as to indicate 
the neighbourhood of hills, now buried beneath the Ganges 
alluvium. This is precisely the appearance of the country above 
Calcutta on approaching the present valley of the Brahmaputra. 
The western termination of the Garo Hills sinks into these later 
alluvial debits, and along the southern face of the range up to 
Sylhet, the waters of the marshes, 4 during the rainy season wash 
the miuiuiulitic rocks like an inland sea, and point to the very 
recent depression of all this area, The isolated granite hill-tops 
jutting up out of the marshy country from Dhoobri to Gwalpara 
and on to Tea pur all testify to the same continuous depression 
here. It is exactly north of this that we find the Sivalik forma¬ 
tions absent at the base of the Himalayas, and we have the 
evidence of exclusively marine conditions in pliocene times at the 
base of the Garo Hillft,® We find also a large development of 
marine bed* above the nummulilic limestone in the Jaintia 
country/ passing up comformably into a great thickness of upper 
miocene sandstones of the Burrail range. In such saudstone 
north of the Munipur valley the only fossils I found were marine 
forms. 

This gradual depression of the delta of the Ganges, the relative 
higher level of the water-parting and shifting of the Punjab river* 
westward, appear to be only the last phase of that post-pliocene 
disturbance which broke up the As>am Sub-Himalayan lacustrine 
system draining into the Arabian Sea. Zuological evidence 
which I cannot here find space to quote is also in favour of this 
former connection of the now separated waters of the Ganges 
and Indus basins, and the hill tracts of the Garo and Khasi Hills 
with peninsular India, 

The ground where the miocene rocks are absent is not where any 
denuding force from the north could have acted with any abnormal 
intensity. It ties under the hills where no great tributary enters 
the plain, and might have removed the above formation. All 
the evidence is in favour of the axis line of depression in the 
Ganges delta between Raj malm t and the Garo Hills extending 
thus far, and that the miocene beds, once continuous, are here 
thus last to sight beneath the more recent yet extensive gravels 
and conglomerates that hern occur, and have partaken also of a 
last slight elevation of the mountain chain. 

Even if wc were to raise the rocks below the delta up to the 

* Stanford and Medlicott, Av. ct% p. 393- 

* Slaafani and Mpafioott, Mrmeirs of tin Gtological Society of India, 

p. 31, } cit, n. 397. 

4 For a v*ry axcelkiu account ste Hooker’s Himalayan Journals, pp. 
363-465. 

s {'i>bta»ok«, GivUfiml Transactions, voL 1. p. 133. 
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maximum level of the Garo Hill#, about 4000 feet, it would not be 
a greater alteration of level than we can see now a very few miles 
distant to the cast. The base of the cretaceous formation rests on 
granite at the peak of Kailas, about 3000 feet above the sea ; at 
thirty miles eastward it is at the level of the plains of Sylhet, 
scarcely removed above that leiel; it is here we find a remarkable 
depression right across the Assam range from north to south, 
which it is curious to note faces immediately the Monas^ valley 
of the Bhutan Himalaya, 

Great lateral rolls or waves of the stratified rocks occur at in¬ 
tervals all along the southern line of the chain, and apparently 
have a connection with the transverse drainage line. This feature 1 
is best seen if we follow the old miocene along its junction with 
the older rocks. The miocenc attains its greatest elevation at 
Bisari and Keeran Peaks—11,200 feet—close to the end of the 
Pir Panjal axis ; it falls thence towards Mari to 7000 feet, and 
much lower towards the Pot war. Eastwards it is reduced, above 
Poonch, to 9900 feet; near Rajaurie to 7000 feet, and Kamrot 
6700 feet—or a fall of 4500 feet in fifty miles. T he elevation 
increases again, upon the Chenab, to 8coo nnd 9500 feet; and, 
facing the Chatadhar ridge, it is again of great elevation—9096 
feet at Hato Peak, and Mandhar 8932 feet. At the Ravi, by 
Basaoli, there is a depression, east of that river to 4600 feet, 
but it gradually rises again to 6100 feet at Dhurumsala, under 
the Dhaoladhar ridge, and retains that altitude to the Bea'- and 
Sutlej, where it falls again to 4000 feet, which is its altitude 
about Nahun and the Jumna. In the Deyra Dhun it is only 
3000 feet, but east of the Ganges, where there is a local bend in 
the strike, it rises again considerably. Beyond this the country 
has not been visited by me. In the eastern area, under Darjiling, 
it is of little elevation, but rises to about 4000 feet, disappearing 
altogether near Dalingkote, but near Buxa the formation reap- 
pears, and is only some 2000 feet. Nothing is known of the 
older tertiary rocks up to the Aka and Dajdm Hills, but here 
they attain again large proportion* —4700 feet west of the Ranga 
to 6000 feet beyond that river. South of the Assam range, 
miocene strata, a distinct group, attain 1500 fret, but are poorly 
represented in places. At other point#, a# near the Sylhet bkih t 
they are absent. Near, Jaintiapur they expand and reach an 
altitude of 3000 feet. South of the Lukah River the whole mass 
gradually rises to 5000 feet near Asalu, and to 9890 at Japvo 
Peak, its culminating point in the Naga Hills ; but these forma¬ 
tions are, 1 believe, marine and estuarine. The great elevation 
of, tertiary rocks here is the exact counterpart of what has 
taken place on the west, and both are on the great changes of 
strike in all the formations. 

Within the mountains in the old rock basins—and these are 
analogous to the valleys of the Alps—are pliocene and post¬ 
pliocene beds of great thicknes% but of fresh-water origin ; the 
remnants of which are to be seen in Kashmir and Scardo at 
intervals, along the valley of the Indus, and that large—now 
elevated—accumulation at the head of the Sutlej River In Hundes, 
first brought to notice by the labours of Captain (now General) 
R. Strachey. T he remnants of these deposits in Kashmir and 
Scardo are found preserved in the more sheltered portions of the 
valley basins, untouched by the denuding action during the 
glacial period—the exponents presented to us of the enormous 
denudation that went on during the post pliocene times, of 
which the glacial period formed a part. The extent and dis¬ 
placement of the upper pliocene beds is in North Italy and here 
very similar. Often abutting horizontally against the mountains, 
they are in other places found tilted at considerable angles on the 
margin of their original extension. When we examine their 
contents, we find that the fauna of that time in Asia, as well as 
Europe, was more African in character, and genera now confined 
to that continent were abundant far to the north. The sluggish 
livers and lakes of Sivalik times in Asia and of the correspond¬ 
ing period in Europe were the home of the hippopotamus, 
oroepdiles, and tortoises, of which the common crocodile, the 
gavial or long-snouted species, and an emyR have survived the 
many geological changes, and still inhabit the rivers and low 
grounds of India to-day. The fresh*water shells are still the 
same now as then. Many species of antelope lived In the neigh¬ 
bouring plains and uplands; the elephant was there in the zenith 
of its existence, for no less than thirteen ypecies have teen found 1 
fossil in Northern India ; but it is impossible, in a short address, 
to enumerate the richness of this fauna, and the extreme intereht 
that surrounds it. ' 

Mmmt of European Am 1 .—If we now turn to Europe to 
compare formations of similar age, Lombardy and the valley of 
the Po, with the southern side of the Alps, present to us some¬ 


what similar physical features, A large area of about the rise of 
the north-west Punjab, once<a part of the miocene sea, is occupied 
by a remnant of rocks of that age, considerably elevated axt& 
tilted, but not to such an extent as those of the Himalayas. 
Near Turin these dip towards the mountains, and a very snort 
examination shows the undoubted glacial character of some Of 
the beds; 1 and, as the whole formation is marine, their large 
sharply angular material, much of which is jurasric limestone, 
was probably transported from the adjacent mountains by the 
agency of ice in a narrow sea. 3 After the great crushing and 
alteration of the previous outlines of the whole country another 
sea filled the burin of the Po, and pliocene deposits were laid 
down in a sinking area extending to the base of the mountains 
all round the new bay or gulf, Re elevation again set in, and 
with it, or soon after it, the advent of another, and the last, 
glacial period. But the bounds of the pliocene sea extended 
even farther than the base of the mountains. At the south end 
of the Lago d'Qrta, well within the hills, sheltering under the 
isolated porphyry bill of Budcione, and 280 feet above the 
pwent lake (or 1500 feet above the sea), I bad the good fortune 
to discover this summer a patch of pliocene sands and clays, 
with marine shells in excellent preservation, which I am not 
aware has been noticed before. Sixty-four feet of the section 
is exposed, capped by moraine matter; its base was not seen, 
and the beds dip north. This remnant tells us a good deal. 
From where it rests there is a clear horizon to the north down 
the lake to the junction of its river with the Toce-7-unmistakable 
evidence that these beds must haye extended far in this northern 
direction, and that long fjord-like arms of the sea stretched up 
as far as Dome d’Ossola on one side, and Bellinzona on the 
other. This marine bed is far above the level of the Logo 
Maggiorc, but 1 may mention that 1 also found marine shells of 
pleistocene age 112 feet above that lake near Arona, of which 
details cannot here be given. 

Before the last great elevation of the Alpine chain the whole 
line of sea-coa^t, therefore, ran even high up the long deep 
valleys of Maggiore, Como, Garda, Ac., during the early plio¬ 
cene period ; the mountains, then quite as high as now, enjoying 
a warm, moiri climate, not a glacial one. Then came the 
gradual but uneven elevation of the whole area, including the 
miocene hi ID south of the Po, and lacustrine and estuary con¬ 
dition# prevailed over much of the plain country. The lapse of 
time was probably enormous, and as the land rose and the sea 
retired the climate gradually became cooler, and ushered in the 
glacial period. I d » not think it would be an exaggeration to 
add another 5,coo fett to the Alpine .peaks of that time, which 
would give them an altitude equal to the Zaskar range of the 
N.W. Himalaya of the present day. With the change and 
the increased volume of the mountain torrents, the destruction 
of the upraised marine pliocene beds commenced, and finally 
culminated in the extreme extension of the glaciers even into the 
plains; they scoured out almost completely the whole of these 
deposit.% which then filled the great valleys and the country at 
the base of the mountains, to redistribute them again over the 
plain of the Po, and silt up what remained there of the old 
estuary or gulf towards the east, The denudation of this 
formation has been enormous along the base of the Alps, and 
only mere remnants are to be found. It Is easily seen that their 
preservation is purely due to the accidental position in plane# 
where the great denuding forcer-vi*. the advance of jee from 
the mountains—has been unabfc to touch them; in Other Instances 
the early deposition of moraine matter upon them has acted like 
a shield, and prevented lheir entire destruction. Such examples 
are well seen near Ivrea, in the well-known section in the gorge 
of the Chieusella near S tom bine 11 a, and in the moraine near 
San Giovanni. 

The scattered remnants of the pliocene formation south of the 
Alps, which took perhaps thousands of yews to lay down, show, 
well how soon a great formation, together with the preserved 
femains of the fa mm living at the time, may be completely de¬ 
stroyed by subsequent denuding forces. Similar destruction must 
have occurred over and over again in past geological ages, and 
show# clearly how the scanty, broken record can be accounted for, 

It is an established fact that the great valleys of the Alps and 

1 Refer to Gartaldi, 

No trace has been observed of this glacial period in the miocene of 
India ; the mow lofty portion# of the chain had not then attained a Mater 
elevation probably than 14,000 to 18,000 feet, and the outer aide roe# Hr 
leu. However, m the tertiary bed# (middle eocene T> of the map Valley, 
below Leh each conditions are Indteattd by Lydefcker, Memoir* y 
Gtohtfttai Survty of /nJfa, vol. xarii. p. 104 , which I have teoeivtd MOD* 
thU addrew wai eent to prew. 
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Himalaya existed much in their present form during miocene 
and they may owe their excavation partly to the glacial 
actl6tt of that period, when these mountain slopes rose from the 
plain or margin of the ancient sea, far in front of the present 
line of slope, and were far higher than now. This idea par¬ 
ticularly strikes one when looking at the ice-ground spurs that 
run out into the plain south of the Lago d^Orta. The general 
and local eleVation and depression that took place in post*miocene 
times seem quite sufficient to account for the difference in the 
comparative levels of adjacent transverse valleys, or an elevation 
along the base of the chain, clearly indicated at Orta by the 
northerly dip of the marine beds. It is reasonable to suppose 
that these movements were exerted in different degrees, at points 
all along this face of the Alps and withiu tlie same, and that the 
depression on the west has been less than on the east, so that the 
sea never extended far up the valley of Susa, and to a compara¬ 
tively short distance up that of the Dora Baltea as compared 
with Maggiote, and the formation and excessive depth of this 
and similar lakes on the east is mainly due to this local depression 
and elevation. Depression has steadily continued in the delta of 
the Po as in the Ganges at Calcutta, for, at Venice, borings 
showed depression of land surface to an extent of 400 feet, and 
they did not reach the bise of the formation. 1 

It is not improbable that during the earlier extension of the 
glaciers into the Maggiorc basin,- the vga still had access to it ; 3 
this would have greatly aided in the removal of the marine 
deposits, and then the deeper erosion of its bed near the Ilorro- 
mean Islands, so well put forward by Sir Andrew Ramsay. 
When we see the gigantic scouring which glaciers have effected 
in the hardest rocks on the side* and bottoms of valleys, when 
we know for certain the enormous thickness they reached in the 
Alps, 1 do not doubt for a moment their capability of deepening 
a rock basin very considerably, or their power to move forward 
over and against slopes so low as 2’ to 3*.* 

The earliest extreme extension of the glaciers was very great ; 
we have evidence of it on the miocene hills near Turin, their 
surface being scattered over with transported material of great 
size, quite unconnected with that other ancient period of glacial 
conditions dttring the miocene times mentioned above at a period 
too remote to further dwell upon here. Even now I feel that iu 
dealing with this subject of the glaciation of the Alps, many of 
yon may say that I am departing too much from geography, 
To this I would answer, glacial peTiods have been so intimately 
connected with the interchange of sea and land conditions, that 
where can the line be drawn In physical geography between the 
past and the present? It is as undefined as the Hue which 
separates species from genera. 

An enormous interval of time must have elapsed, during 
which the cold was increasing and the glaciers advancing, and 
during which the rivers were distributing the consequent wade 
over the lower country, spreading out the more or less coarse 
material, sands, and clays, in broad fans in front of all the gr at 
goi^es. Then came the first period of contraction of the 
glacier*, with many oscillations. Of this we have the evidence 
n) the moraines of Ivrea, Magglore, &c. Sections of these 
moraines show how they were piled the one upm the other; 
how the building up of one line of lateral moraine was followed 
by its partial destruction on another forward movement of the 
icfc, and the throwing down of another moraine upon it. Then 
were formed * many of the smaller lakes, remains of which lie 
amid the debris thrown out into the plain. The glaciers re¬ 
tained this size for a very considerable time, and then apparently 
vfery rapidly retreated to far within the mountains but still for 
another considerable period their dimensions were much larger 
than those of the present time, into which they seem to have 
again Tather rapidly shru k. 

Tewing from the glacial action displayed in the outer Alps to 
that in the Himalaya, we find ample evidence of a period of 
great extension of such conditions, fir** in the erratics of the 
Attock plain and the Pot war, 8 lying fifty to sixty miles from the 
gorge of the Indus at Torbela. We have again the fact that in 

* V °1‘ 1* P- 4*6- 

* reference to the moraine* of Ivrea, see pamphlet by Luigi Bruno, 

/ V**fiUatro */ 4 > s&vm <Uiht Dor* Biitea. 

3 The evidence is stronger m regard* die Logo Garda. 

4 There appears Matw an advocacy, on the one hand, of ice 
action having done all the Work of denudation : while, on the other, tome 

it U the combination 

of ffie two foice*, X mink, that effects to much and in *0 different a manner 

^^fySohfcre,/. A*I*i A\ Jtaugn/, 1867, pp. 113 144 
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Baltistaa, ia the Indus valley, glaciers have twice descended far 
beyond their present limits, first down to Scardo itself, and then 
to some thirty miles below their present limits; while the 
glaciers of Nanga Purbet, towering above the Indus some 22,000 
Feet, must have descended into the bed of that river. Even 
allowing that the Potwar was not formerly a lacustrine basin, 
the great dSbacUs from the mountains would have been sufficient 
to convey erratics fixed in ice to where they now He. Cataclysms 
of the present time, caused by glacial obstructions, have raised 
the level of the Indus on the plain above Attock so much as eighty 
feet. When these glaciers were more than double their present size, 
gigantic floods must have often taken place, and formed boulder 
deposits high above present* levels : such high-level gravels are 
to be seen not only in the Potwar, but also in the Naoshera 
Dhmi on the Rajaurie Tawi River, containing boulders of 
nummalttic limestone and other rocks of the Pir Panjal on the 
north. 

Again, north of the Chatadhar ridge, small glaciers, five to 
six miles in length, at one time filled the lateral valleys, de¬ 
scending towards the Cbenab River to about 5,000 feet; and a 
very perfect moraine occurs in one valley. This ground must be 
very similar to that which has been described by Theobald as 
occurring in the adjacent Kangra district 1 on the flanks of the 
Dhaoladhar ridge. Similar small glaciers existed, I believe, in 
the valleys of the Kajna' range, but I think that neither in this 
range nor in Buclrawa did they ever descend into the main valleys ; 
but the existence of these glaciers, together with the large snow- 
tads, had much to do with the formation of the high-level gravel- 
beds and fans through which the Jhelum and Chcnab have since 
cut their way. 

In fact, examples of the former extension of glaciers are wide¬ 
spread along the chain of the Himalayas from west to east. 
True moraines, and moraine-mounds, at 16,000 feet on the north 
side of the Baralasa Pass, attest the presence of glaciers on the 
elevated plain of Rukshu, where now the snow-line is over 
20,000 feet. 2 Drew gives much valuable information regarding 
their former size. 3 On the east, in Sikkim, Sir Joseph Hooker* 
has described moraines of $jreat height (700 feet) and extent. 6 
Still further south and east, in the Naga Hills, a short period of 
greater cold is indicated by the moraine detritus under the loftiest 
portion of the Burrail range in latitude 25 11 30'. 8 

Whatever may have been the length of the glacial period in 
the Alps—and it was very considerable—in the Himalayas it 
cannot have been so long and so general, although to a certain 
extent, contemporaneous. 

In the Alps glaciation meets the eye on every side, and the 
mountains, up to a distinct level, owe their form and outline to 
iU great and universal extension. 

In the Himalayas it is difficult to trace \>olibhed surfaces or 
striae markings, even in the neighbourho »d of the largest glaciers 
that are now advancing in full activity. It has been suggested 
that obliteration is the result of more powerful denudating forces, 
but the conditions are not so very dissimilar in the high Alps 
and high Himalaya as to warrant this ; and wherever the oldest 
strisc marks occur in the Himalaya, they are situated near the 
bed of the valley. It may interest you if I give an illustration 
or two of the sue of these present glaciers as compared with 
those of the Alps. The Baltoro glacier would extend, if placed 
in the Toce valfcy, from the Simplon to the margin of the Lago 
Maggiore ; or take another illustration of its length, from Mont 
Blanc to ChStiUon in the Valle d'Aosta. 

Although of mch great length, these Himalayan glaciers could 
never have reached the enormous thickness which the earlier 
Alpine glaciers attained. This may thus be accounted for : iu 
the European area a generally low temperature prevailed down 
to the sea level, whileTn the Himalayan it was local, and confined 
to a higher level. It is evident that the snow-line has altered— 
higher at one period, lower at another—down to recent time^, 
denoting changes of the mean annual temperature, which are not 
yet fully understood, but have been attributed to very far distant 
distribution or alterations of land, sea, and the ocean currents. 

Two periods of glacial extension are clearly defined, separated 
by a milder interval of climate: during the earlier glacial period 

1 Ibid . *874, p. 86. 

* North of the Karakoram, in that now arid country, great moraine* are 
found in the valleys that descend into the KarakaSh, in the neighbourhood of 
the Sujet paw, 17,600 feet. (Harold, Godwtn-Austen in Ep»t“) 

3 Thofummw emd K+tkmir Ttrrittrin. 

* Himafya* vol. ip. aw. 

* The equivalent*, although very email, of such moraines are to be seen ia 
the AApt on the Simplon Jutting out Into the valley. 

0 Gcdwm-AuBten, /. «S. JMf, 187s, p. 009. 
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the Ittdus valley was filled with those extensive lacustrine and 
fluviatile deposits, mixed with large angular debris, such as we 
see at Scardo, which may be coeval with the extreme extension 
of the Alpine erratics so far as the miocene hills south of Turin. 

The second period foliowediafter a long interval of denudation 
pf tbe same beds, and would correspond with the last extension 
•f the great moraines of Ivrea, Maggiore, Como, &c M followed 
by a final retreat to nearly present smaller dimension s Nowhere 
on the south of the Himalaya do we find valleys presenting any 
features similar to those of the Southern Alps, particularly on 
the Italian lakes, which are, I believe, the result in the first 
lace of marine denudation, succeeded by that of depression, and 
nally powerful ice-action. On the south face of the Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills, however, which arc orographically connected w : th 
the peninsula of India—the conditions altogether different—ve 
find long stretches of water of considerable breadth and depth 
extending wilhin the hills, and not unlike in miniature the Italian 
lakes. These valleys, worn out of the sandstone nnd limestone 
rock, have been formed here, I think, to some extent bv the aid 
of marine action, and the subsequent depression along this. line 
of hills, also marked here, as in the Western Bhutan Doars, by 
the absence of beds newer than the nummulitic. 

This attempt to bring before you some of tbe great changes in 
the geography of Europe and Asia must now be brought to an 
end. It is a subject ot vast time, of absorbing interest. 1 am 
only sorry it is not in more able hands than mine to treat it in 
the manner it deserves, and in better and more eloquent language ; 
but it is a talent given to but few men (sometimes to a Lyelf or 
a Darwin) to explain clearly and in an interesting form the great 
and gradual changes the surface of the earth has passed through. 
The tudy of those changes must create in our minds humble 
admiration of. the great Crentur’s sublime work, and it is in such 
a spirit that I now submit for your consideration the subject 
of this address. 


SECTION G 

MECHANICAL SCIENCE 

Opening Address by James Bkxjnlees, F.K.S.E., F.G.S., 
Pres. Inst.C.K., President of the Section. 

The British Association for the Advancement of Science 
admits to its annual gathering women as w ell an men ; and I 
venture to think it does so wisely. Women now take their place 
regularly in the ranks of several scientific professions j and 
though they have not shown any desire to enter that to which I 
belong, there has recently l>een an example of their capability in 
that direction which is noteworthy, It has been publicly stated 
that Col, Roebling, the distinguished engineer of the Brooklyn 
suspension bridge, which is one of the most remarkable works 
of the age, was assisted during a long illness in carrying out his 
work by the talent, industry, and energy of his wife, who ac¬ 
quired theoretical and practical knowledge enough to aid in 
seeing that her husband's design was properly carried out. I 
think this example is not unworthy of mention here, as honour* 
able to the individual woman, to the energetic nation to which 
she belongs, and to the better half of the human race. 

The previous meetings of the British Association have been 
held in prices possessing very varied characteristics ; but in none 
in which the pursuits ofscience could be undertaken under more 
pleas ng circumstances than in Southport, with which I have 
been acquainted for a good many years. 

It is customary for the President of each Section to begin the 
Session by giving eui introductory address. I propose, w ith your 
kind indulgence, to offer some brief remarks, as far as possible 
free from technical language, on a subject which is familiar to 
my own mind, and witliin my own experience, during a period 
now approaching half a century, that is: The growth of 
mechanical appliances for the construction and working of rail¬ 
ways and docks. 

The railway of the present day is in principle what It was at 
the outlet; but it differs in d-tail from the original railway as 
much as, or more than, the skewer which fastened the dresses of 
the ladies of Elizabeth's time from the pin of the present day r 
or the carpets of this era from the rush-strewn floors of that. 
The progress has been gradual, but not slow. From the open¬ 
ing of the first railway to the present date is only a period of 
about sixty years, and in that Short time Great Britain and 
Ireland, tbe continent of Europe, America, North and South, 
India, Australia, and Africa, have been pretty well supplied with 
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railway lines, more and more perfect in construction, and in a 
degree more or less suitable io the needs of their populations. . 

About thirty years ago, when the traffic on railways bad been 
very largely developed, the parts of the permanent way which 
had at first been thought likely to be the mo*t enduring, the 
rails themselves, were found to be more rapidly worn away than 
was expected. Efforts were made to harden the surface of the 
rails, ami a plan was introduced by Mr. Dodds for this purpose. 
It was extensively used where rails were subject to special wear 
and tear, at points and crossings. The conversion was easily 
effected : it cost only about fourteen shillings to a pound a ton, 
and it wan estimated that it doubled the durability of the rails. 
If they were turned, of course it increased their durability three 
times. 

The plating of mil* with a steel surface was probably begun 
about 1854. It was not till about eight or ten years later that 
rails were made entirely of steel. 

In May, 18C2, steel mils were laid down experimentally at 
Chalk Farm Bridge “ride by side with two ordinary iron rails, 
and after outlasting sixteen faces of the iron rails they were 
taken out in August 1865, and the one face only which bad been 
exposed during & period of more than three years to the enormous 
traffic, amounting to something like 9,550,000 engines, trucks, 
&c., and 95,577,240 tons, although worn to the extent of a little 
more than a quarter of an inch," even then appeared capable of 
enduring a good deal more work. Steel rails, however, were 
dear at that period, costing about double (12/. icxr. per ton) as 
much as iron rails ; therefore, although their advantages were 
manifest, they could not all at once replace iron. In 1866, Mr. 
Webb, the locomotive engineer of the London and North- 
Western Railway, said they had in use 3000 tons of steel-headed 
rails and alx>ul fifty miles of steel rails; and Mr. Harrison, of 
the North-Eastern, said he had just contracted for 500 tons. 
Now, owing to improvements in the manufacture of steel rails, 
they can be produced as easily and as cheaply as iron rails. It 
was observed in 1876 that if, in order fully to realise the effect 
of the enduring quality of steel rails, you take a given section of 
the busiest portion of one of pur leading railways, over which 
upwards of 7,000,coo tons of live and dead weight pass 
annually, you would find that the life of a steel rail on that por¬ 
tion of the line would be forty-two years if the traffic remained 
tbe same. This would reduce the cost of maintaining the per¬ 
manent way of railways from 210/. to 106/. per mile. When 
you consider that such a saving on a system of 500 miles, which 
at 25,000/. a mile costs twelve and a half millions, is 52,000/. a 
year, or about a half per cent, of the cost of the railway, you 
will see that, besides some increase of dividend to shareholders, 
no inconsiderable sum may be, and has been, devoted by the 
railway systems of Great Britain to the comfort of travellers out 
of the saving effected by the introduction of steel rails. 

You are aware that railways are worked by the aid of an 
elaborate system of signals, by which those in charge of a train 
ore required to be guided in regard to its movements. TTie 
author then gave a history of signals, bringing his account down 
to the present day. 

The subject of brake power U one to which very great atten¬ 
tion has been given both in this country and abroad ; and cer¬ 
tainly, next to the condition of the permanent way and the 
efficiency of the signalling apparatus, perhaps nothing in con¬ 
nection with railways is or greater importance. Many lives and 
much property are hourly dependent in a greater or less degree 
on the power and efficient state and immediate action of brakes. 
It has been found that most of the collisions which have occurred 
might have been prevented had those in charge erf trains pos¬ 
sessed the power of stopping them within a few hundred yarn* 
The higher the speed and the heavier the train* the greater the 
necessity for a powerful and simple brake, capable of being 
applied throughout the tctUn In the shortest possible time. 

Alt recent efforts for the improvement of brakes appear to 
have been devoted to making the action of the brakes automatic, 
and to increasing the rapidity with tfSfiob they can be applied, 

I do not intend to enter into the controversy respecting the 
best system in use for obtaining these results. There are several 
systems by which they are attained more or less effectively; and 
whereas trains which thirty years ago weighed on the average 
thirty tons, with engines of the same weight, running ot thfrty- 
five miles an hour, could scarcely be brought to a aland ist a 
distance of about 80a or 1000 yams, now trains of twice or three; 
times that wdgbt, and running at a much higher speed* eon be 
brought to absolute rest in twenty or thirty seeaiwU,within 
a distance of from 500 to 400 yards. 
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When railways were first made, the locomotive was a very im¬ 
perfect machine, which could only travel economically on roads 
ohnost level and straight. As there are no level plains of great 
length in this Country, and as reducing the natural surface of the 
country to a fair level L both tedious and costly, considerable 
detours w ^re made to avoid steep gradients or their alternative, 
long, tunnels, deep cuttings and nigh embankments. In some 
cases where a very steep gradient could not be avoided, a sta¬ 
tionary engine and rope traction were adopted. The great im¬ 
provements in the 1 icomotive gradually lea to the almost entire 
abandonment of rope traction in this country; and gradients 
which it Would have been impossible for the earlier engine> to 
surmount with a load equal to their own weight arc now 
ascended with ease with heavy trains at moderate speeds. 
Abroad, however, great natural difficulties and a limited capital 
were not infrequently concurrent conditions which offered to the 
engineer troublesome problems for solution. In some districts 
the locomotive could not do the required work, and other mean^ 
have had to lx? resorted to. The plans adopted for overcoming 
the difficulty presented by the sudden elevation of the surface 
over which a railway rau-t pass may be typified lay the wire-rope 
system, as employed by myself on the St. PauD Kailway of 
Brazil, and by the c^nfraJ rail system of Mr. Fell, first employed 
on the Mont Cenis Railway, and since on steep inclines in New 
Zealand. 

The central rail system was designed by Mr. Fell, and first 
carried out practically in the railway male over Mont Crnis, 
under my direction, l>cforc the opening of the great tumid. 
The peculiarity of the system lies in the use of a deep rail laid 
on its side between the two ordinary rails; the centre rad is 
gripped by boriz mtil wheels, put in motion by the locomotive, 
the adhesion of which to the centre rail gives the locomotive the 
force necessary to draw up steep inclines, not only its own weight, 
but a considerable rtipph mentary load. This is pro 1 >ably the 
most economical mode of working very steep gradients under 
ordinary circumstances, and it has been found to answer very 
well wherever it has been efficiently carried out 

In the constiuctlon of railwjys and docks one of the most ex¬ 
pensive and tedious operations is the ex cava turn of the soil. In 
England the cutting of nurncr ms canals had trained a large 
body of men to special fitness for the execution of such work, 
which they performed with a manual dexterity and amount of 
muscular power which have made the hritish navvy a special 
force in the execution of great public works. Where labour was 
comparatively scarce and inefficient, a^, for instance, in America, 
efforts were made at an early period to supplement, and, if 
pa&aible, supersede, such manual klwur by mechanical contriv¬ 
ances. In 1845 ft mechanical excavator, after an American 
model, was used on the Eastern Counties Railway with n certain 
amount of success. This machine delivered as much as too cubic 
yards an hour at a cost which did not exceed fifty shillings a 
day. In principle, and generally in detail, it is very much the 
same as the excavator which is commonly known as the “ steam- 
navvy ” at the present day. The machine was locomotive* and 
had three other kinds of motion— firat, thrusting the scoop or shovel 
into the earth ; second, lifting the scoop when filled \ and third, 
turning round on its centre to deposit the earth in the waggons. 
The use of smalllocomotivcs for tipping the soil for embank¬ 
ments has relieved the workmen of one very laborious and 
sometimes dangerous occupation, and in a corresponding degree 
has diminished the cost of construction. 

One qf the most important operations in connection with 
shipping is the repairing, cleaning, and painting of ships. For 
this purpose graving docks, from which the water was removed 
after the vessel had entered, were and continue to be mostly 
employed. But during the lifting of the tubes of the Britannia 
Bridge into place with what were then called hydraulic presses 
it occurred to Mr. Edwin Clark that similar means might be 
,«ted to Hft a vessel out of the water and place it in a position 
to be dealt with similarly to a construction on dry land. Floating 
docks consisting of pontoons which lifted the vessel out of the 
witter have been used in this country, and more exteoMvely in 
America, for this purpose : and at Ban Francisco and Philadel¬ 
phia a <Wk was constructed of pontoons in sections called 
“camels,” *»y number of which might be used according to the 
rise Of the vessel to .be docked, Mr. Clark’s plan is quite dif¬ 
ferent firmp these. Hi* hydraulic dock consists of a number of 
columns arranged in two parallel rows, in which columns arc 
placed the hydraulic lifting power. Between them two rows of 
columns extend* a frame or cradle, over which the ship is drawn 
wi the water* When the ship is in position the hydraulic lift* 


are set to work, and they raise the cradle first to the bottom of 
the ship, which, being properly secured, is then lifted wirh the 
cradle clear of the water. There is no difficulty whatever in the 
management of this form Of dock, and U has been perfectly 
successful: its chief recommendation being that any area of 
shallow water can be made available for docking large vessels, 
and that it is especially valuable in tideless seas. 

Among the many mechanical appliances for saving labour on 
railways and docks, the machinery for shipping coal is remark- 
able : the bulk, weight, and low price of coal render every item 
of saving in transport relatively important. It is commercially 
important also that the coal in the different stages of transport 
from the pit to the distant consumer should be broken as little as 
possible, and a good deal of attention has been given to con¬ 
trivances to secure these end*. 

A great variety of hydraulic machinery has been designed by 
Sir William Armstrong for coal loading, and it is largely em¬ 
ployer! at Newport Docks and elsewhere. 

Many different kinds of labour-saving machinery for dock and 
railway work in loading and unloading have been invented during 
the last fifty years, arid have had a most important influence on 
the development of railway and steamship transport. 

Hydraulic machinery has aKo l>een largely employed for open¬ 
ing and during dock gates and sluices, and for warping t-nips 
through the locks. 

A large dock is in course of construction at Hull, by Mr. 
Ahcnvthy, called the Alexandra Dock, where almost every kind 
of machinery which can be U'-cd in work of that nature is being 
used bv the contractor^, Mes i .r<. Lucas and Aird, 10 expedite 
the work. Two of PriertmarTs steam grabs are employed, each 
capable ,>f filling about 390 cubic yards a day, and are fonnd 
very useful in opening out work for the steam navvies, six of 
which ;uc employed, each being capable of filling 600 cubic 
Yards a day. There arc a number of steam cranes, steam pile¬ 
driving machines, and steam jiggers at work. But, besides those 
moved by steam power, hydraulic power has here for the first 
rime been applied to machinery for the construction of works. 
An hydraulic crane |mts the stonework of the dock walls in 
place; an hydraulic jigger raises the barrow-loads of soil from 
the bottom of the dock to the wall where it is shot to the back 
for filling. One of the six navvies is moved by hydraulic power ; 
and there is an hydraulic pile-driving machine. The hydraulic 
machinery is found to work at least as quickly, as easily, and as 
economically as steam machinery, find it works almost with¬ 
out muse, and quite without smoke. The trial of hydraulic 
machinery for the<-e purposes has been quite successful, and where 
circumstances permit it will no doubt be used extensively in 
works of construction in future. For dock work much of the 
hydraulic machinery can be used permanently in the ordinary 
operations of loading and unloading, so that the loss by sale of 
such expensive plant, which a contractor has to take into account 
when making his tender, will be avoided, as it can be turned 
over to the dock company, with a reasonable deduction for wear 
and tear, at the end of the w ork. There are 2800 men employed 
at this dock ; and the work is carried on at night by the aid of 
the electric light. The mechanical navvies and grabs do the 
work of about 400 additional men. 

The vi'orkln^ of railways by electricity has not advanced 
further than to Justify merely a brief reference to it in this paper 
as among the possibilities, perhaps the probabilities, of the not 
distant future. A line of a mile and a half of tramway has been 
working successfully at Berlin for over two years without 
hitch or accident of any kind. A line of narrow gauge railway 
is c instructed from Partrash, the terminus of the Belfast and 
Northern Counties Railway, to Bush Mills, In the Bush Valley, 
a distance of six miles, which is now partially worked by electri* 
city, and is to be wholly so worked as soon as the neees-ary plant 
is completed. As the generating power is that of the abundant 
streams of the neighbourhood, it will be economical; and if 
success should crown this practical experiment, it may lead to 
important results in regard to the employment of electricity under 
similar circumstances a$ a locomotive power. 

I have now pasted rapidly in review some of the more s riking 
mechanical improvements In the construction and working 01 
railways and docks which have taken place chiefly within my 
own experience. Each Of them has had an influence im¬ 
portant if unnoticed, In promoting the growth of our railway 
and dock system*, Precisely how faT any single appliance has 
contributed to Create these magnificent system* of « h<ch this 
country may with just reason be proud. It would he difficult to 
say; and It would be a* difficult to say which of them 
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could be dispensed with without injury to the rest. They 
may be laid aside in course or time, one by one, as me¬ 
chanical ingenuity devises new and better plans to take their 
place, and to meet the new and larger wants of other genera¬ 
tions. ft tit as the present Rge looks back with res pec f and vene¬ 
ration to the creation of those monuments of engineering science 
of which little more than ruins or even historic records remain, 
so w ill the generations which succeed us look on these, our 
works, as worthy, and as having contributed in no small degree 
to the greater and more general civilisation to which we hope 
those who follow us may attain. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

Cambridge. —The following courses of lectures and practical 
work have been announced for the present term by the Special 
Board for Physics and Chemistry :— 

Chemistry.—Prof. Liveing, General Principles; Prof. Dewar, 
Physical Chemistry, advanced; Mr. Main (St. John’s), Organic, 
elementary; Mr. PattUon Muir (Caius), Organic, advanced; 
Metals, elementary ; Mr. Scott (Univ. Lab,), Physical, ele¬ 
mentary ; Mr. Lewis (Downing), catechetical. 

Practical Chemistry.—Prof. Liveing, Spectroscopic Analysis; 
Mr. Sell and Mr. Fenton, Quantitative Analysis ; Mr. Robinson, 
Analysis of Water and Food, The University, St. John’s, 
Caius, and Sidney College Laboratories will be oj:en for prac¬ 
tical work. 

Physics.—Lord Rayleigh, Current Electricity and its Practical 
Applications ; Mr. Trotter (Trinity), Electricity and Magnetism, 
elementary; Mr. Atkinson (Trinity Hall), Heat and Hydrosta¬ 
tics, elementary; Mr. Shaw (Emmanuel), Physics, elementary 
and advanced. Practical work at the Cavendish Laboratory, 
with advanced demonstrations. 

Mineralogy and Crystallography.—Prof. Lewis, with practical 
demonstrations. 

Mechanism.—Prof. Stuart, with practical work at the mechan¬ 
ical workshop. 

The Special Board for Biology and Geology have published 
the following list of lectures for this term :— 

Physiology.—Prof. Foster, elementary ; Mr. Lea (Caius), 
Chemical Physiology, advanced ; Mr. Langley, Physiology, 
advanced ; Mr. Hill (Downing), second M.B. class. 

Zoology and Comparative Anatomy, and Animal Morphology. 
—Prof. Newton will lecture on Evolution in the Animal King¬ 
dom; Mr. Sedgwick, Practical Morphology, elementary and 
advanced ; Dr. Hans Gadow, Morphology of Ichthyopdda, 
advanced. 

Botany.—Dr. Vines (Christ’s College), General Elementary 
Course, and Advanced Physiology. 

Geology.—Prof. Hughes, Geology of France, Switzerland, 
and Italy ; and Pleistocene Geology, with special reference to 
Prehistoric Archeology ; Dr. R. D. Roberts (Clare College), 
Physiography and Class Work ; Palaeontology and Petrology by 
a Demonstrator ; and Field Lectures, by special notice. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

Sydney 

Royal Society of New South Wales, June 6.—Charles 
Moore, F.L.S., vice-president, in the chair.—Two new members 
were elected, and 156 donations received. The following paper 
by Mr. Peter Beveridge was read:—On the aborigines in¬ 
habiting the great lacustrine and riverine depression of the Lower 
Murray, Iy>wer Murrumbidgee, Lower Lachlan, and Lower 
Darling. 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, September 24.—M. Blanchard, preui- 
d * nt » ‘JL cil ^ r *— The was announced of M, Joseph 

A. F. Plateau, Corespondent of the Section of Physics, who 
died at Ghent on September 15. A summary of the scientific 
work of the illustrious savant was given by M. Faye.—The death 
was also reported of M. Thuillier, a member of the Egyptian 
Cholera Commission, who fell a victim to the disease at Alexon* 
dria on September 19.—Note on solar spectra, with the results 
obtained with the mineral salt refringent apparatus described in 
the Comptts Rtndus of September 4, i#B2.—Remarks by M. 
Gaudry on some specimens of extinct Siberian mammoths ob¬ 


tained by him during a recent visit to Russia, f*n 4 -new sub¬ 
mitted to the Academy. The specimens - consisted of some 
hair mixed with wool and a piece of skin taken from the 
mammoth brought to St. Petersburg by M. de Maydell in 
—On a new ana more general case of the problem of the resist¬ 
ance of an elastic rod, and one of its applications, by M* Maurice 
Levy.—On Lhe action of the turbine used to set in motion the 
electric generator at V02ille*Gare, by M. Marcel Depres,—Ad¬ 
ditional note on the probable epochs of earthquakes, by M. ]. 
Delauney. The author replies to the objections recently urged 
against bis theory by M. Faye, and formulates the following 
law:—Most cosmic and terrestrial meteorological pheno¬ 
mena, and especially the great seismic disturbances, seem 
to occur when the great planets pass through certain 
longitudes, notably those of 135® and 265*, or thereabouts. 
—Observations on the small planets 159, 199, 218, and on the 
Pons-Brooks Comet, made at the Paris Observatory (equa¬ 
torial of the*West Tower), byM. G. Bigourd an.—Observations on 
the planet 113 Amaltbaa, by M. Pengaud.—On the induction 
due to the variation in intensity of the electric current in a plane 
circuit and in a cylindrical »olcnoid. Two laws analogous to 
those of Biot and Savort, by M. Quet.—Researches on the dis¬ 
persion of light, by M. C. E. de Xlercker.—On the distribution 
of the potential in liquid masses of determined form, by M, A. 
Chervet. Two cases arc dealt with: («) that of a rectangular 
plate of indefinite length ; (£) that of a liquid mass limited by 
two vertical parallel planes.—Terrestrial magnetism ; solution of 
the problem of the determination of the magnetic meridian by the 
compass itbdf on board iron ships, by M. E. Bisson.—On the 
composition of the substance known as gelatino-peptone, which 
is obtained by the action of the gastric juice on gelatine, by M. 
P. Tatarinoff.—Fresh observations on the tubercules and root> 
of Phylloglossum Drummondii (Kunze), by M, C. Eg. Bertrand, 
—On the influence of external pressure on the absorption of 
water by roots, memoir by M. J. Vesque. 
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THE METAPHYSICAL FOUNDATIONS OF 
NATURAL SCIENCE 

Kanfs Prolegomena and Metaphysical Foundations of 
Natorul Science , Translated, with a Biography and 
Introduction, by Ernest Belfort Ban. (London: 
George Bell and Sons, 1883.) 

HE pages of Nature are not the appropriate place 
for the review of works On general metaphysics. 
The genius and methods of science are so different from 
those of philosophy that, as their respective histories 
have amply shown, these branches of intellectual activity 
are as a rule best kept asunder. But there is at least one 
important point of contact which cannot be overlooked. 
And it is just because in the writings of Kant, and par¬ 
ticularly in the second of the two treatises which are 
translated in this volume, that alleged point of contact 
was formulated for the first time that his work rightly or 
wrongly demands notice in these pages. As regards the 
translation, Mr. Bax has done his work with care. He 
has undertaken simply to furnish a literal and accurate 
translation of the * Prolegomena*’ and “ MetaphysisChe 
Aufangsgriinde,” and he has fulfilled his undertaking. 
We should have been glad could he have seen his way to 
banish such inelegant and inaccurate renderings of 
“ Vorstellung ” and M Anschauung " as u representation ” 
and “ intuition,” and to substitute for them “ idea * and 
“perception/’ which, despite their vagueness, are English 
words of intelligible significance. But no one can fail to 
find in the translation, as it stands, a faithful and con¬ 
sistent rendering of the original. 

In an essay on the relation of philosophy to science 
contributed to a volume entitled M Essays in Philosophical 
Criticism/ I had recently occasion, in conjunction with 
my brother, to formulate in some detail what are con¬ 
ceived to be not merely Kant’s own criticisms of the sub¬ 
ject, but certain definite results obtained by the applica¬ 
tion of the Kantian analysis of the nature of knowledge 
to some of the methods of science. I mention this cir¬ 
cumstance because that essay has undergone vigorous 
criticism at the hands of Mr. Romanes in a review which 
appeared in Nature of August 23 (p. 386), and because 
the concise and definite objections taken by him in limine 
to the title of the theory of knowledge to criticise certain 
of the leading scientific conceptions, form a point of appli¬ 
cation for a review of Kant's teaching. 

In the first place it is necessary to state at the outset 
what the somewhat increasing nunSber of people who read 
"Kant intelligently think about science. That science has 
Justly dominated the region of knowledge generally is 
for them a truism, And they yepudiate in emphatic lan¬ 
guage any attempt to speculate by a priori reasoning 
upon matters which fall within the province of obseiva- 
ifai And experiment Whenever there occurs ft question 
w&diisteally pne pf foot in nature, thatquestion they 
as for science alone* But then they say that it 
ft hot the faith hat the scepticism of men of science 
^i^ iS too smati They ask men of science to consider 
j^^ gOUOral Cbn^ptiotw^to criticise their categories—a 
than they We been in the habit of doing, 
xavtiL— Nnx yaS 


They doubt whether such questions as the common one 
whether the phenomena denoted by the word “ life ” came 
into existence at a particular time as the effect or creation 
of some cause or conditions (whether inorganic or super¬ 
natural is irrelevant) are really questions of fact. They 
profess to be able to show that the dilemmas raised in 
such cases are the result of the application of conceptions 
which have really no application, and that such dilemmas 
have as little foundation as that which arises when, to refer 
to Mr. Romanes’ illustration, we ask whether a piece of 
mechanism is comical or not comical It is alleged to be 
the achievement of Kant to have shown that such questions 
as we have indicated are irrational and absurd, and that 
their existence necessitates on the part of men of science 
the possession of philosophical knowledge. Of this class 
of questions there may be mentioned by way of illustra¬ 
tion the general problems of the commencement or non¬ 
commencement of the universe or of life in time, and of 
the existence of an absolutely First Cause, and the 
validity of a multitude of assumptions in our inquiries 
into the facts of nature which pass more or less unques¬ 
tioned. 

In the article already referred to, Mr. Romanes 
peremptorily refuses to accept the result that it is im¬ 
possible to regard biological phenomena as the effect of 
mechanical causes, or, more accurately, to find in experi¬ 
ence a case of abiogenesis. “It is,” he says, “ the worst 
form of dogmatism thus to affirm on grounds of meta¬ 
physical speculation alone the antecedent impossibility of 
any discovery in science, most of all with reference to a 
matter touching which we are so much in the dark.” 
Now this <f demurrer to the relevancy ” is an igfioratio 
elencki\ Such a question is for Kant not one of discovery 
in science at all, but a false issue, which discloses its un¬ 
intelligible and absurd nature whenever we ask ourselves 
the preliminary question, what is meant by organisation 
and mechanism. Let us examine more closely the point 
made by Mr, Romanes. The living organism is derived 
from one more simple, and the latter from one yet more 
simple, the process extending back without an apparent 
limit! Therefore, says Mr. Romanes, it is unscientific to 
deny the possibility that there may be a case of organisa¬ 
tion so simple that it will be seen to be a mere mechani¬ 
cal arrangement But the series in like minner tends to 
reach its limit and the curve to touch the asymptotic line, 
and yet it is neither unscientific nor unwarrantable a 
priori reasoning to show that a coincidence will never be 
found in experience* We learn what we have here by 
defining what is involved in the nature of the series and 
the limit of the curve. Nobody wishes to deny that 
organisation and the present state of the world generally 
may have been attainted by a process of evolution 
from a mass of gaseous vapour. What is denied 
is that it is the same thing or other than an unin¬ 
telligible statement, to say that organisation is or may 
have been evolved out of a mere mechanical arrange¬ 
ment. There is a great distinction between these propo¬ 
sitions. Science is a process of abstraction in wbi;h 
attention is concentrated bn a certain kind or category of 
relation to the exclusion of other kinds*, For instance, in 
physical science we look only at those dynamical and 
statical relations which are expressed in time and spa:e, 
such as causation and reciprocity, Again* in biology 
1 *■ * B ft 
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we have before us the facta of organisation and deve¬ 
lopment, But it is one thing to consider a single 
set of relations, such as thoBe of causation, to the 
exclusion of the rest, fcjr the sake of clearness of 
knowledge, and quite another to say that this particular 
aspect of the object exclusively constitutes it. Mr. 
Romanes thinks that biologists do not require any trans¬ 
cendental analytic to inform them that an organism is 
something more than a mechanism. But he finds it- 
startling to be told that in the invest igatioivof an organism 
we are to rise above the category of causality, and carry 
into our inquiry the conception of teleology. Surely the 
latter proposition is the logical consequence of the former 
No one says that the category of causation is not to be 
used in the investigation of the phenomena of organisa¬ 
tion. In anatomy, and in its dynamical correlative physio¬ 
logy, the parts of the organism are constantly treated as 
independent of each other, and related as cause and 
effect. But this is an abstract point of view employed 
for a special purpose—the obtaining of measurements—- 
and is qualified by the recognition of the complete con¬ 
ception of the organs as part of a self*conserving whole 
or system. This is all that is implied by the unfortunate 
term <f teleology ” when used in the theory of knowledge. 
What Kant professes to show is that this fact of nature 
cannot be reduced to orexpressed in terms of the dynamical 
and statical relations of time and space. No doubt the 
laws of matter and energy apply in biology as strictly as 
elsewhere, but they do not express, much less exhaust, 
biological phenomena. And therefore we must be careful 
in biology not to distort those conceptions or hypotheses 
which are, despite assertions to the contrary, the neces¬ 
sary guides and interpreters of observation and experi¬ 
ments by the exclusive employment of categories which, 
like causation, neither are drawn from, nor are adequate 
to, the facts. The subject of the detailed effect of 
the neglect in this reference of Kant’s warning I will 
not pursue here, as my brother has treated it at some 
length, with special reference to the objections made by 
Mr. Romanes, in a paper which wifi appear elsewhere. It 
ought to be borne in mind, as illustrating the point of 
view here emphasised, that Kant himself was one of the 
first to advance the nebular hypothesis. The truth is 
that, in speaking of the universe as having presumably 
originated from a mass of incandescent vapour, Kant, 
and everybody else, so far from reducing life to mecha¬ 
nism, is really raising mechanism to life. Kant would 
have told us that in the phenomena of such a developing 
mass there were potentially present all the relations of 
the universe as we know it. No doubt the approximate 
conceptions for the advance of knowledge are at this 
point the laws of matter and energy. But these do not 
exhaust the object, and if we have abstracted from the 
others we have done so in just the same way as we have 
abstracted from fact that the phenomena are there only 
for a percipient subject. 

Such considerations and the doubts they raise may 
seem remote. But the number of those is increasing who 
think that they should be better known to and understood 
by men of science. Jt wil) Hot do to say that such criti¬ 
cism has no bearing on scientific inquiry until it has been 
ascertained whether its ntogiect has not already—even ip 
matters of minute detail—roi&lcd and stultified certain 
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phases of such inquiry. Fact and theory ate not so very 
easy to distinguish. With scientific method no one 
wishes to interfere. But we would subject to closer in¬ 
vestigation the question whether what are commonly 
taken to be the legitimate problems of science are reelly 
what they profess to be. It is not to the “Hannibal*^ 
of science, but to her Don Quixotes that Kant addresses 
himself. R. B. Haldane 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[ Tkt Editor does not hold himself responsible for opmkns expressed 
by his correspondents* Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the writers of, rejected manuscripts, 
No notice taken of anonymous communications, 

[ The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible. The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novel facts,\ 

The ** Transmission Eastwards Round the Globs Of 
Barometric Abnormal Movements*’ 

Trtit following questions suggest themselves in connection 
with the above matter :—(1) Is It a fact that atmospheric move¬ 
ments of such small amplitude take the form of waves, and, if 
so, that the waves have so slow a rate of travel ? (*) How is it 
to l>e accounted for that the waves travel eastward more slowly 
than westward? And (3) Haw can it be explained that they 
appear at an eastward station with a greater amplitude than at a 
westward ? 

With regard to the first question, it may be said that almost 
absolute proof of the existence of such waves can be brought 
forward. A recent investigation, the results of which are not 
yet published, has shown that a barometric wave measuring from 
maximum to minimum only 4 108 inch, which occurred in Western 
India in 1877-78, was accurately reproduced over the same 
region three years later, namely, in 18S0-81. The wave at the 
time of its reappearance had all the larger details which it 
possessed during tU original appearance, these details agreeing 
in many cases to within less than *001 inch. But whereas the 
amplitude in 1877-78 was 4 108 inch, in 1880-8* It was only 
048 inch. Waves have also been recognised which appear in 
the summer half of the year at the northern part of Western 
India and travel southwards, arriving at the southern parts 
between two and three months after their appearance to the 
north ; and also waves which appear in the winter half of the 
year at the south and travel northwards. This movement from 
north to south and from south to north during alternate halves 
of the year has been traced regularly since 1869; and indeed is 
so constant that in many cases it has been possible by means of 
it to calculate quantitatively the average position of the barometer 
during the next three months. 

The second question was answered in my paper which you 
were good enough to publish in your issues of the 9th and 16th 
ulb Owing to the upper air currents travelling from equatorial 
to higher latitudes, and the lower air currents travelling equator- 
wards, there must be in high latitudes a general movement of 
the atmosphere eastwards, whereas In tropical add subtropical 
regions there must be a general movement westwards/ This 
at once explains why in tropical and subtropical regions the 
atmospheric waves should travel mote rapidly westwards than 
eastwards. 

The third question Is a difficult one, and the answer hot petv 
haps quite satisfactory. If it were the case that uadototions to 
fluid bodies become heaped up and increased in amplitude. 
when travelling to a direction opposite to that of a current and 
are aflected to a contrary Way when travelling with the wtoaf* ; 
a satisfactory answer might be fonriabed. \ v /* 

But an explanation may he songbtin adifleiut direction. if/ 
the oircamstonoes of any latitude situated a Utjleftayi— 
equator be considered, it will benotlcfti tout two 
currents are flowing there—a lower one with a 
ptmeot of a certain velocity, and an Upper one with a * r i 
component of a less vdfeeky. New ft meg to 
thesetwomcrentaaceaffected by yravgo <0* twoi 
being ***** common to the too eqrrcfl 

wavra whtoh have been g e m e ated to tfae two * ,, , .. 
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why this latter class of waves should affect the barometer mote 
utroagly in the case of the current with the eastward component. 
In theJarst paace that current is proceeding from the tropics, the 
region !« which all great atmospheric movements originate; and 
ht the second place there is a greater mass of matter moving 
with it than with the other current, there being not only an 
equal ooantity of dry air returning northwards to compensate for 
mat which is flowing southwards, but there being also a consi¬ 
derable quantity of water vapour, which does not return south¬ 
wards iii the form of vapour, but, having been precipitated as 
rain,, returns with the ocean currents. It may not be easy, but 
still it is perhaps possible, to demonstrate how this fact should 
explain the greater amplitude of the eastward than of the west¬ 
ward transmuted waves. A. N. Pearson 

Meteorological Office, Bombay, September 4 


Apparent Disappearance of Jupiter's Satellites 

ON the morning of October 15 next Jupiter will appear to be 
deprived of the satellites usually attending him. This somewhat 
rare phenomenon has only been observed on four occasions 
during the present century, as follows :— 

May 23, 1802 j September 2?, 1843 

April 15, 1826 I August 21, 1867 

In 1826 the disappearance of the Jovian moons extended over 
aft interval of 2 hours; in 1843 the interval wa^ thirty-five 
minutes ; in 1867 1 hour 45 minutes ; but on October 15 next 
the phenomenon only endures 19 minutes (*',*. from 3b. 56111. to 
4K 15m, a.m.), The second, third, and fourth satellites will he 
in transit across the disk, while the first will be occulted by the 
planet. On August 21, 1867, the first, thin.!, and fourth were in 
transit, while the second was eclipsed, and afterwards occulted. 
These occasions offer excellent opportunities for comparing the 
appearance of the satellites while in transit, and for re-detecting 
the dusky spots which were formerly distinguished upon them by 
Dawes, Seccbi, and others. On August 21, 1867, I observed 
the phenomenon with a 4^ inch refractor, and noticed that the 
satellites appeared nearly as dork and distinct as their shadow's 
while projected on the disk of their primary. 

There is a remarkable agreement in the intervals separating 
this rare occurrence. Between the disappearances of May 23, 
1802, and April 1$, 1826, there is a period of 24 years less 38 
days 8728 day*), and between those of September 27, 1843, 
and August 21, 1867, 24 years leas 37 days (~ 8729 days). The 
other intervals are irregular, there being 17 years 165 days 
between that of 1826-1843, and 16 years 55 days between that 
of 1867-1883. If, however, there is a regularly-recurring cycle 
of nearly 24 years, as the above dates apparently indicate, after 
every alternate disappearance of these satellites, then we may 
expert a repetition of the phenomenon on about September 7, 
1907,, W. F. Denning 

Bristol, October 6, 1883 


The English Viper 

IM regard to the English viper, I fiend a small contribution to 
the information that Mr. R, Laxigdon seeks in your issue for 
August 2 (p. 319). puling,* residence of more than twenty years 
on the outskirts of the Forest of Dean, the following facts con¬ 
cerning the adder's bite came more or less under my notice 
' }, A girl was bitten on the thumb, she sucked the bite, and 

her heed, throat, and tongue swelled so much that she nearly 
died of suffocation and starvation. She was laid up more or 
tew for six months, and folks said that she was never herself 
again, but became 44 rilly-Ilke/* but so fur as my memory goes 
site was hut weak minded brfort the bite. 

2. A gamekeeper was bitten on the thick part of the hand. 
* He could hardly get home, and did not leave hh bed for three 
months afterwards. 

A woman in the Forest ten* bitten on the thumb, her arm 
" L akd became black, but on the application ,of a herb 
: cannot identify, though she called & “adder’s tongue 
[ went down at once* and in adky or so no tract of 
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ill for many months, and more than a year afterwards bad not 
regained his former mental and physical condition. 

5. Cows were often bitten on the legs, but more often on the 
udder; they never died from the biles. 

6. Sheep often died; and Iambi, so far as memory serves, 
did so invariably. 

7. A pointer was bitten on the chest. The bite did not bleed, 
but the dog swelled quickly and could not walk ; it was ill for 
a long time, but did not die, 

8. 1 remember hearing that a little girl had died from the bite 
of an adder ; but 1 mention the ca?e with little confidence, as it 
did not come within the limits of my observation. 

In 1865 or 1S66 adders were more numerous in our neighbour¬ 
hood than the 14 oldest inhabitant ” had ever known them to be. 
The farmers were advised to turn their pigs into the fields, and 
and the result was that wherever the pigs ranged the adders were 
nearly exterminated. A student of folk-lore would find a wide 
field in the traditions respecting the adder and its bite. In our 
neighbourhood the fat of the adder, especially that of the biter, 
was considered the befit antidote for the bite. To roast an adder 
alive was not only a means of relieving the sufferer, but by 
making 44 the vartnin squeal ” it w as said to draw others from 
their holes, and thus lead to their destruction. 

Katharine B. Claypole 


Though not preci-Uy in reply to Mr. I -angdon’s question, yet 
I add a short postscript) nay wifeV letter. 

In this district we have two venomous snakes, the rattlesnake 
and the copperhead. The former is now becoming scarce, but 
the latter h krill common. I have never been able to learn that 
any human being has been killed by the bite of cither of these 
snakes in this neighbourhood. Bites of the rattlesnake arc ex* 
ceedingly rare, but 1 have know n some, and heard of many per¬ 
sons who have been bitten by copperheads. 

1. A lady was bitten on the foot at her garden gate ; the leg 
swelled up to the thigh, and uas exceedingly painful. She was 
more or less ill for n week. 

2. A boy was bitten on the foot, and the leg swelled and 
turned black. No remedies were applied for many hours. A 
poultice of some herb which I have not been able to identify 
was put on the wound, and in twelve hours more the swelling 
had gone down, and the boy Could walk. 

3. In a third case of which I have heard the wound was said 
to reo|>en, or at least to become irritable, every year at the date 
of the bite. 

4. A friend of mine had a dog which was bitten by a copper¬ 
head. He treated the wound with new milk, but the dog died. 

5. In one case of which I have heard a man was bitten by a 
rattlesnake, but though I do not know the details of the case, 
the man is still alive. 

6. A dog belonging to the friend mentioned above was bitten 
by a rattlesnake, and treated with new milk. He recovered. 

I have heard of and known other cases of snakebite, but 
similar results followed. The remedies recommended for snake¬ 
bite are too numerous to mention. Whisky in large doses is 
the raos^ popular, and it never seems in such cases to produce 
intoxication. The common remedy—•" the fat of the snake that 
bit you**—is, I suspect, an ingenious device for iusuring the de¬ 
struction of the reptile. It would appear as if die bite of the two 
snakes which I have mentioned can hardly be os deadly as is 
conimonly supposed. The frequent swelling of the head and 
tongue appears to me to be caused by sucking the poison from 
the wountl when a sore may have existed in die mouth. Much 
probably depends on the rise and condition- of the snake, the 
time of year, and the place and depth of the bite. 

E. W, Clatpojle 

New Bloomfield, Perry County, pa., September 3 


Solar Hob 

I Mad the pleasure of witnessing, this morning, what Mr. 
Backhouse refers to in the J*st fcemfer of Nature ip, 515) u as 
seen on tare occasion**-* small portion of an ordinary halo 
brilliantly coloured/* 

- Looking from a window at $.40 turn, towards the south-east* 
I msr a brilliant patch of light which for a moment I took to be- 
the ritn, but which I soon perceived was part of a solar halo, the 
fisa being twughfy- speaking) 20* distant m a horizontal line. ■' 
The cSounwhm exactly those of the rainbow, especially at 


5 6 4 


NATURE 


the red end ; at the violet the light was so brilliant as to appear 
almost white. The only clouds at the time were bars of white 
cirri, and it was across some of these that the halo showed itself. 
This lasted for eight minutes, and then began to fade as the cirri 
moved away, but the colons again brightened, and were still 
visible, even when the sky was apparently clear, although, where 
the patch of colour remained, very faint cirri could still be per¬ 
ceived behind and through the brightness. At 9.51 the whole 
had disappeared. The wind at the lime was nearly due north. 
I should like to know whether these solar halos are considered 
to be produced by ice-crystals in the higher regions. They 
appear to me quite as prevalent in summer as in winter. 

Great Malvern, October 2 K. Brown 


A Remarkable Rainbow! 

The phenomenon ot supernumerary bows noticed by “ L. C." 
on September 24, has been repeatedly observed and described. 
Various explanations have been suggested; and “ L. C." will 
probably find what he wants in Archdeacon Pratt's paper in 
Phil. 4th scries, vol. v. pp. 78-86 (1853). 

A. Ramsay 


Meteor 

A SPLENDID meteor was seen yesterday (Saturday) evening at 
about nine o'clock. It passed from the north-east, beneath the 
Pole star, to the west, where it vanished instantaneously without 
bursting. The nucleus measured, I should ^ay, at least 5' of 
arc in breadth, and was extremely brilliant. A. Taun 

31, Mornington Road, N.W., October 7 


A Palaeolithic Flake 

It may interest some of your readers to know that I found 
last week a Palaeolithic flake in some gravel at Gray's Inn Lane, 
where they arc now making excavations for sewers. It is a 
somewhat large, flattifeh, subtriangular flake of implement-like 
form, exhibiting a large cone on the plain side towards the butt, 
and the other aide showing several facets; ochreous all over, 
and somewhat abraded. There is one in the British Museum 
from this spot, only it is an implement ., black, lustrous, and 
spear-shaped, and seems to have come from a higher stratum 
than the flake before mentioned. Mr. W. G. Smith has an 
implement from Drury Lane—brought to him by an excavator 
instructed by him to look for implements at Shacklewell, and 
while at work at Drury Lane he found one, and, recognising it 
as on implement, brought it to Mr. Smith. It is subtriangular, 
worked all over on both sides, blackish indigo, lustrous, and 
very slightly abraded. These are as yet the only relics of Palaeo¬ 
lithic man recorded as found in Central London. 

49, Beech Street, E.C. G. F. Lawrence 


[Hop “Condition" 

I observe that it is asserted in a German technical journal 
that the golden microscopic dust on hops, which English growers 
call “ condition,” and in which the finest properties of the hop 
are supposed to reside, does not increase in quantity, as generally 
it is supposed to do, with the growth of the inflorescence. The 
quantity on the plauts is declared to be as great when the buds 
are first developed as at maturity. Can any of your readers 
oblige me with observations or references in point ? 

H. M. C. 


JOACHIM BARRANDE 

T HE announcement that Barrande has passed away 
will be received with sincere regret in every quarter 
of the globe where geology is cultivated. His death 
severs another of the few remaining links that connect 
the present generation of workers with the early pioneers 
of geological science^ Born in 1800, he was eventually 
appointed tutor to the young Due de Bordeaux. So at¬ 
tached did he become to the rojfcl family of France, that 
when Charles X. abdicated he Voluntarily went into exile, 
accompanying his young pupil to PrUguC, which remained 
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his domicile thenceforward to the end of his long life. 
It was during the early years of his exile that he jjjave 
himself to natural history pursuits. In a brief visit to 
Vienna he came upon a copy of Murchison's “SUuri&o 
System/ 1 then recently published, and finding some Of 
the fossils therein figured to resemble others WhiCh he 
had himself picked up in Bohemia, he on his return 
began to look more attentively at the rocks of his $*lgh~ 
bourhood. Getting more interested With every fresh 
excursion, he began to open quarries and employ Work¬ 
men to search for fossils. In order the more easily to 
direct their work he laboriously acquired their language. 
Year after year he continued these researches, devoting 
to them his time, energy, and fortune. He became 
the prince of fossil collectors. But at the same 
time he applied himself with unwearied industry to 
the scientific study of the fossils and of the rocks con¬ 
taining them. By degrees his labours took shape, and 
there resulted from them his colossal work, the u Syst&me 
Silurien de la Boh€rae,” a noble monument of scientific 
enthusiasm. It was begun as far back as 1852. Since 
that time no fewer than twenty^two massive quarto 
volumes of text and plates have been published. Unde¬ 
terred by the remonstrances of a publisher who would 
insist on counting the cost and the sale, Barrande was 
his own publisher, and prosecuted his labour of love 
down to the end of his life. His numerous separate 
papers on geological subjects began to appear in 1846, 
and have been continued to the present time. Living in 
exile for upwards of half a century, Barrande occasionally 
visited his native country, and took a keen interest in 
scientific progress there, but remained an unflinching 
royalist, refusing to do anything or accept any distinction 
which might seem to compromise his political principles. 
He even declined to be nominated a corresponding 
member of the French Academy. But honours were 
heaped upon him by the scientific societies of other 
countries. Due tribute will no doubt be paid to his 
scientific achievements ; for the present we have time 
only to offer these few lines to the memory of one of the 
most unwearied and profound students of palaeontology, 
and one of the most upright and honourable of men. 


THE SANITARY CONGRESS ON HOUSE 
SANITATION 


A CONSIDERABLE amount of attention was given 
at the recent Congress of the Sanitary Institute in 
Glasgow to the question of house construction, and to 
the evils which are attendant upon the present system 
under which human habitations are erected both in the 
metropolis and elsewhere. When it is remembered how 
large a portion of time the inhabitants of this country 
are compelled, by reason of climate end otherwise, to 
spend inside their dwelling houses, it is obvious that the 
health both of the present and of future generations 
must be largely dependent on the sanitary condition of 
those dwellings, and that very earnest consideration 
should be given, both by experts in matters of building 
and also by the public themselves, to the sanitary details 
of house accommodation. Ajad yet it is notorious that 
bouses, which are faulty in almost every particular relat¬ 
ing to health, are week by week being run up by hun¬ 
dreds and thousands; that even where money dees not 
enter into consideration the dwelling-rooms of mamktatts 
are left without any provision for ventilation whatever "5 
and that both the wealthy and the poor are stricken whfr 
disease by reason of the foul air which has been conveyed 
from the sewers into their homes us the mult of arrange- 
meets which are, in point of fact, almost always mm® 
costly than .should have been the mom simple upppinces 
which have prevented tbepoeribiwty 

'-occurrence. .■ - 
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otitfiot be controlled either by any existing statute or 
under by-laws. Thus, whereas a reasonable width of 
street may be secured by means of a by-law, there is 
absolutely no provision to prevent the erection of houses 
of such a height as effectually to exclude sunlight, and 
so it cornea to pass that windows open, not on to 
bright, dry, open spaces, but into comparatively narrow 
thoroughfares which tend to remain damp and im¬ 
perfectly lighted. Prof Tyndall's experiments as to the 
arrestation of infusorial life by solar light should alone 
suffice to secure for the spaces about our dwellings ample 
exposure to the rays of the sun, for he has clearly shown 
that, after infecting certain sterilised infusions and expos¬ 
ing one set where no sun could reach them and another 
set to the influence of the sun, infusorial life was much 
more rapidly developed in the former than in the latter ; 
and this notwithstanding the fact that the temperature 
of the flasks exposed to solar influence was far more 
favourable to the development of low forms of life than 
was the case as regards the others. It has also been 
decided by the law officers of the Crown that the height 
of rooms cannot be regulated either under any general 
statute or by means of a by-law. As to this, however, wc 
note that Mr, John Honeyman, a well-known architect, 
strongly advocated at the Congress the desirability of 
low ceilings in small houses, alleging that such an ar¬ 
rangement, by inducing economy m construction, facili¬ 
ties for warming, and other incidental advantages, would 
tend to prevent overcrowding and also add to the com¬ 
fort of the lower classes. There can be no question that 
wherever the height of a room is such that the upper 
portion becomes a mere reservoir for overheated, stag¬ 
nant, and vitiated air, and whenever adequacy of floor 
space per head of the occupants is sacrificed on account 
of an increased cubic space resulting from a high ceiling, 
then distinct harm results from the loftiness of the apart¬ 
ment ; but, due regard being paid to ventilation by means 
of windows opening nearly up to the ceiling level and 
other contrivances, a reasonably high apartment has 
distinct advantages over many of the low ones which are 
now constructed. 

Turning, however, to matters which are well within the 
control of sanitary authorities, the members of the Con¬ 
gress were unanimous in condemning the present system 
by which dwelling-houses are now constructed. Thus, 
instead of covering the ground surface of the sites of new 
houses with concrete so as to prevent both moisture and 
effluvia from any neighbouring leaky drain from ascending 
into the dwelling, the builders round about London and 
elsewhere either put their brick foundations directly on 
to the clay or other soil, or else they provide a material 
which can only be regarded as a make-shift in to far as 
tmperviousness is concerned, and even this is only placed 
immediately beneath the house walls. Then again, 
pieces of tarred felt are inserted in the place of adequate 
damp courses, and so it comes to pass that, within a few 
months of occupation, the residents are, apart from other 
evils, exposed to one of the principal predisposing, if not 
exciting;, causes of phthisis. As for drainage, tins work 
cany as soon as completed, be hidden out of sight, and it 
is notorious how much Illness has resulted, and how many 
lives have been sacrificed, to the want on the part of 
btffider* of the most elementary knowledge in connection 
‘with the construction and adequate ventilation of house 

^Irrdealing with these and other allied subjects, the 
teverid spewtera paid a tribute Of praise to the Model 
Bylaws which have been issued by the Local Govern* 
dent Board, and Which in their annotated form fuliy 
explain, by means of diagrams and otherwise, how all 
‘ r various health and other lequiremeirts maybe most 
provided; But even where suth by-laws have 
m 3 * we fear they are k many instances not 
1 f End evidence was given at the Congress to the 


effect that the principal offenders are themselves often 
members of the authorities whose duty it is to see the 
several provisions carried out. As long as this is the 
case, subordinate officers can hardly be expected to 
perform their duties efficiently, and the principal remedies 
needed are, firstly, by means of congresses, lectures to 
working men, and such measures, to spread broadcast, 
and in an easily acquired form, a knowledge as to the 
elements of house sanitation ; and, secondly, a determi¬ 
nation on the part of the public to elect as members of 
local authorities only those who have such knowledge 
and who will use it for the public benefit. 


THE ASTRONOMISCHE GESELLSCHAFT 
[From our Vienna Correspondent] 

T HE meeting of the Astronomische GesellschAft was 
held this year on September 14, 15, and 16, in the 
Academy of Sciences in Vienna. There was a good 
attendance, and among others present we observed the 
astronomers Auwers of Berlin, Gould of Cordoba, Pick¬ 
ering of Cambridge, U.S., Elkin of the Cape, Lcewy and 
Janssen of Paris, Foli of Ltege, Gylden of Stockholm, 
Engstroem of Lund, Oudemans of Utrecht, Foerster of 
Berlin, Vogel of Potsdam, Gautier, sen. and jun., of 
Geneva, Thiele and Pechule of Copenhagen, Wagner, 
Hasselberg, and Dubiago of Pulkova, Bruhns of Leipzig, 
Wolf and Schonfeld of Bonn, Gruey of Besangon. Eng¬ 
land was represented by Prof. G. Forbes. The head 
of the Ministry of Public Instruction in Austria, Dr. 
Siedler, having welcomed the assembly in the name of 
the Government, the president, Prof. A. Auwers, briefly 
addressed the Congress. For the second time, he said, the 
Congress held its sittings in those halls. The first time they 
met there they found in this building the old observatory. 
They now beheld an institution which in magnificence was 
hardly matched by any other institution in the world and 
surpassed by none. The President then thanked the 
Government for their friendly welcome, and the assembly 
for the large attendance present. The subjects which 
were the order of the day were then taken up. From the 
report of President Auwers on the great zone under¬ 
taking, it appeared that the observations of all the obser¬ 
vatories in connection therewith might be deemed com¬ 
pleted, so that next year they would be in a position to 
enter on the printing of the official catalogue. It was 
further shown that the preparations for extending this 
enterprise to the south as far as 23° or thereabout, 
southern declination, an object which for several years 
had been in contemplation, were so far advanced that 
the scheme might now be considered as secured. In 
the course of the three sittings of the Society a 
large number of interesting addresses were given and 
demonstrations made, most of them followed by lively 
discussions. 

Prof. Bruhns spoke on astronomical refractions, and 
on the formulas according to which from the observed 
refraction the law of reduction of temperature in the 
atmosphere might be determined. Gylden referred to 
investigations he had made on the subject of the pertur¬ 
bation theory of planets, and to the labours of the Stock¬ 
holm Observatory towards drawing tip tables of planets 
in accordance with his theory. Prof. Weiss (Vienna) 
produced the two printed Volumes of the annals of the 
Vienna Observatory, as also the first sheets of his new 
edition of tl The Wonders of the Heavens ” by Littrow, 
and showed drawings of Jupiter and Saturn, executed by 
help of the 37-kch Instrument of the Vienna Observatory, 
together with drawings of lunar maculae taken by means 
of the ra-inch instrument of the same observatory. 
Photographs of the sun's corona taken in full daylight* 
sent by l>r. Huggins and laid before the meeting' by 
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Prof. Weiss, were received with much approval. Dr. 
Etfcm reported parallax determination? of southern stars 
executed by him and Gill at the Cape, especially that 
of a Centauri, which might be fixed at about 75 sec., and 
that of Sirius, which increased to ’4 sec. 

Pickering drew attention to photometric investigations 
carried out at the observatory of Harvard College. 

i anssen (Meudon) spoke on the observations which had 
een made in connection with the sun's eclipse of May 6 
this year, discussed the photographs of the corona they 
had taken, and referred to the efforts made by Palisa 
with a view to discovering an intra-Mercurial planet, 
efforts which, as was well known, had yielded a negative 
result. Prof, Foerster gave an interesting account of 
observations made in the Berlin Observatory ? by which 
he endeavoured to prove that the one ground-pillar of the 
Berlin Observatory on which investigations had hitherto 
been conducted had for the last twenty-five years been 
subjected to angular movements which were connected 
with the eleven years' period of solar spots. The 
annual averages of inclinations of the pillar from 1856 to 
1881 adhered as closely to Wolf's relative numbers as 
did the annual averages of the magnetic declination. 
From these facts Prof. Foerster drew the conclusion that 
very considerable effects could be traced from the radi¬ 
cal changes of the eleven years' solar period. In connec¬ 
tion with this communication of Foerster's, B. A. Gould 
reported how he had made quite similar observations on 
the sea coast. Prof. Oppnlzer (Vienna) spoke of investi¬ 
gations he had made in the Vienna Observatory with a 
view to determining the length of the seconds pendulum 
and the influence of the simultaneous oscillations of the 
stand. Foli gave an account of his examinations into 
the daily nutation and precession of the earth and his 
new tables of precession, and communicated some 
^information regarding the observatory of Li£ge. Fechule 
(Copenhagen) sought to refute Stone's assertion that 
there was a difference of ij sec. between the former and 
the present Julian year, an assertion which had already 
been declared by Airy to be Incorrect. He pointed out 
where Stone bad committed an error in his calculations, 
and brought forward proof to show that the difference 
amounted to but four seconds every thousand years. 
Oudemans (Utrecht) corrected an assertion of Stone's 
that there was an error of 28 sec. in the reduction from 
median to sidereal time. Steinheil (Munich) referred to 
new constructions of telescopes calculated by him, and to 
the influence of the prism in the case of refracting 
telescopes on the sharpness of the image, in respect 
of the achromatism of the images, and to the means 
by which he counteracted the prejudicial effects in such 
cases. 

On Sept* 15 the members ofthe Congress visited the Ob¬ 
servatory, The astronomers were highly satisfied with the 
arrangement ofthe observatory and the system of apparatus. 
The 27-inch instrument, supplied by Grubb of Dublin, 
and described in Nature shortly after its completion, 
was an especial object of interest. Unfortunately the 
*ky was clouded, so that it was impossible for the astro* 
nomers to carry out the observations they had intended 
with this powerful instrument. In reference to ad¬ 
ministrative matters we have also to mention Foerster’s 
report on the conclusions of the International Commission 
respecting Kiel as an international centre, particularly in 
regard to the contributions of the respective astronomical 
institutes* On September 16 a social excursion was made 
to the neighbouring Kahlenberg, and this event was also 
made the occasion of the baptism of several newly dis¬ 
covered planets ; the planet 234, discovered by Peters, 
receiving the name of Barbara; the three discovered by 
Palisa (Vienna) being Called (229) Adelinda, (231) Vindo- 
bona, (225) Henrietta. It was resolved that the next 
meeting of the Society should be held at Geneva in 
188s. 


THE NORWEGIAN CTRCUMPOLAE ST4TWN 

T is with pleasure that I respond to the invitation of 
Nature to give an account of our labours hose 
during the last twelve months, and I may, in doing so, 
state that I have purposely delayed writing these lines. Ip 
order to be able to give the result of our researches during 
a whole year* 

The Norwegian Government have contributed their 
share to the international research of the physical: con¬ 
ditions of the Polar regions by the establishment of the 
observatory here at Bossekop in Alten (Finmarken). The 
station, which is situated at the bottom Of the Alten 
Fjord in 69° 58' lat. and 23° 15' long., commenced its 
labours on August 1, 1882, which are to be continued 
until September 1, 1883, in accordance with the pro¬ 
gramme of the Polar Congress held in St. Petersburg in 
1881. The equipment and instruments of the station, as 
well as its whole organisation, are also in accordance with 
the principles formulated by the Polar Congresses held 
in Hamburg in 1879, in Bern in 1880, and in St. Peters¬ 
burg in 1881. The personnel of the station consists of 
the writer as chief, Doctors C. Krafft, sub-chief, J. Schroetcr 
and F. Hessclbcrg, observers, and Herr O. Hagen, instru¬ 
ment maker and caretaker. 

Tire obligatory observations embrace astronomical 
observations, readings every hour of the meteorological 
and magnetic variations, absolute measurements of the 
terrestrial current's three components, and studies of the 
aurora borealis. For the hourly observations the day 
and night have been divided into four watches of six 
hours each, which are taken by each one in turn. 

In order to effect the astronomical observations, i e, the 
determination of time and place, a small observatory 35 m. 
in length, breadth, and height has been erected of deals, 
the roof and the southern and northern walls of which are 
provided with shutters to be opened during meridian obser¬ 
vations. On a fixed pillar in the centre is placed a 
universal instrument by Repsold, besides which we 
possess three box chronometers by Frodsham, KesseU, 
and Mewes, the last named being regulated by star time, 
as well as two pocket chronometers by Kessels ana 
Bracking. 

The weather during the winter and certain Other cir¬ 
cumstances have to some extent affected the astronomical 
observations, so that for the determination of tfrne only 
a few meridian passages have been observed ; but this 
circumstance is of no consequence whatever, as the station 
is independent of local determination of the time for 
ascertaining the absolute time, viz. the common mean time 
of Gdttingen, which has been adopted at all the Polar 
stations as the common time, and which we receive from 
the observatory at Christiania through the telegraph 
office, about ten minutes distant, twice a week, at 9 a.m. 
on Sundays and 8 a m., on Wednesdays, Greenwich tin**- 

We have, however, a few meridian passages and obser¬ 
vations of time with corresponding sun altitudes, whifch 
may be used for the verification of Che longitude of the 
place. The Polar altitude has been verified by the 
measuring of circUmmeridian altitudes of the sua and 
Polaris. The universal instrument has also, been em> 
ployed for the determination qf azimuth for the observa¬ 
tions of the aurora borealis and the magnetic declination. 

Of raagnetical instruments iye have a set for tbb deter¬ 
mination of the elements of the terrestrial current, vis. 
a unifilar magnetometer by EUiott Brothers of London, 
and a Dover inclinatonum. both verified at Kew, The 
variation instruments, whicu are constructed on Ifftpseat’s 
principle by Prof* Mohn, and executed by Herr C Olsefti 
optician, of Christiania, consist of a variation instm- 
ment a unifilar apparatus With two fixed defieetfiff 
the observation of the variations of fhn 
sity r anda unifilar apparatus with 
iron as deflectors, whose magnetic 
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ing to the changes in the vertical intensity. We have 
two sets of these instrument* exactly similar in construe- 
tian,of which one is kept in reserve. All the magneticai 
instruments are erected in the magnetic observatory in 
the jpaiwMa: shown in the diagram (Fig. i), This observa¬ 
tory is divided into three sections, and arranged as fol¬ 
lows:—Furthest to the east is the variation chamber, 
which has, ifc order to make room for both sets of instru¬ 
ments, been made rather large, viz. 7*5 m. long, 5 m. 
wide, and 3*8 m, high. It has been constructed partly 
under ethe earth's surface, the ground having been hol¬ 
lowed to a depth of about 1 m., wherfe the door has 
been laid, and the mould cast up along the outer 
aides of the hut, which have first been covered with 
birch bark, and in turn by turf. The roof has first been 
covered with fireproof paper, and then with turf and 
mould, which gives to the observatory the appearance of 
a subterranean chamber. The object of this is, of course, 
to keep the temperature in the room as constant as 
possible, which we have in fact fully succeeded in doing, 
as the diurnal variations have seldom exceeded 5 0 to 6° C., 
while averagely the temperature during twenty-four hours 
has only varied from 2 P to 3 0 . The lowest temperature 
registered in the chamber during the winter was — 3 0 C 
during a high wind, while the highest during the summer 
was 33* C Of windows there are none ; but lighting is 
effected by means of four petroleum lamps, which are kept 


A 
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burning day and night, and to the faint heat emitted by these 
1 ascribe the circumstance that the average temperature 
during the winter was several degrees above freezing- 
point, and this under an open-air temperature of - 20° C. 
From the great variation chamber a small ladder leads 
thrpugh an aperture in the western cross wall up into a 
narrow corridor 5 m. by 15 m,, which opens into the 
chamber for the absolute measurements. This is 23 m- 
in length, width, and height, and from this a door leads 
out into the open, while it is also provided with a small 
window in the western wall In the corridor is a parti¬ 
tion with & door, in order to prevent as much as possible 
any change in the temperature in the variation chamber. 
The building is Constructed of rough deals, while the use 
ofironbas, of coarse, been carefully avoided. The whole 
has been joined by meant Of wooden pegs, and the roof- 
^ The lamps have been 

on brass Wire or placed on wooden tripods; While 
nidges of the doors are of brass, and the handles of 
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on Chamber eight pillars have been raised 
, teles and cement. These pillars rest on 
iitttes, Which have been laid at a. depth of about 
' 1 J below the floor, mi rm free through 


openings in the floor. The tops of the pillars have a 
marble slab attached to them, on which the instruments 
are plated, viz. one on each of the six pillars, and a 
reading telescope on each one of the remainder. 

The needles in the six instruments are exactly alike in 
size as well as in magnetic moment They are made of 
lamellar watch-spring, separated by three small bits of 
brass, and are about 9 cm. in length. Above the needle, 
and parallel with the same, a mirror is affixed, from which 
the image of the scale (paper on spruce wood), placed 
perpendicularly on the reading telescope, is reflected in 
the focus of the telescope. Each scale is one metre in 
length, but even this comparatively great length has, as 
regards the intensity instruments, been found insufficient 
during great perturbation, and we have been compelled 
to lengthen the scale on the side most exposed by adding 
an auxiliary scale. The scale is divided into millimetres, 
the distance between mirror and scale being exactly 
1719 mm., making the value of the angle of one part of 
the scale exactly 1'. The reading telescopes of the two 
sets are fixed on a common vertical axis, the one for hori¬ 
zontal intensity being highest, the one for declination in 
the centre, and the one for vertical intensity lowest. This 
is also the order in which the instruments are read, a 
reading of all three being easily effected in fifteen to 
twenty seconds. 

The regular magnetic variation observations are, as 
previously stated, effected every hour, seven readings 
being taken of each instrument. At fixed terms, viz. on the 
1 st and the 15th of the month, readings are effected every 
fifth minute, while, during a certain hour of these two 
days, the variations of the declination and the horizontal 
intensity are read every 20th second. Magnetic disturb¬ 
ances, some even of great violence, have during the 
twelve months been the order of the day here. Thus 
when perusing our u log/’ one will hardly find five days 
in average in each month during which the needle has 
remained completely at rest throughout twenty-four 
hours, little jerks or oscillations have constantly oc¬ 
curred, particularly during the night, when the disturb¬ 
ance has generally been greatest, and it has not been an 
uncommon occurrence that the readings have fallen out 
on the auxiliary scale, oftencst, however, as regards the 
vertical intensity. 

The zero of the variation instruments Is partly con¬ 
trolled by direct simultaneous observations of both sys¬ 
tems, compared once a week, and partly by absolute 
measurements of the three terrestrial magnetic elements 
effected several times during the month. The unifilar 
magnetometer is employed for determining the declination 
as well as the horizontal intensity, the latter embracing 
both vibratory motions and deflections with the magnet 
deflector at two different distances. The effect of the 
torsion on the position of the declination needle is also 
determined by deflections in the manner advocated by 
Lamont in his ** Handbuch der Erdmagnetismus,” §pi. 
The inclinometer is provided with four needles, of which 
three are in use, and during the last half year all three 
have been used during inclinatory observations, which 
have given results with a pretty uniform difference. As a 
matter of course, every reading during absolute measure¬ 
ments has been accompanied by a stringent and simul¬ 
taneous reading of the corresponding variation instru¬ 
ments. 

For the study of the aurora borealis we have employed- 
a theodolite which has been constructed by Prof. Monn, 
and finished by Herr C. Olsen. The theodolite has an 
excentticaily attached conic tube, which serves as drop. 
The small oedtar end is closed by a disk in which is a 
circular hole a little larger than the pupil of the eye. 
The Objective efid, wlifch forms the basis of the conus, 
is completely open, with a cross of thin steel wire sus¬ 
pended therein, The one half of the curved surface of 
the'tube, the ocular part, is a sold brass pipe, white the. 
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other half, the objective part, is constructed inopen trellis 
work, partly in order that the wire cross may easily be 
seen when a lantern is held at its side, ana partly on 
account of the balance. The horizontal as well as the 
vertical circle, is provided with non in us, whereby to' is 
read directly and v may easily be ascertained. To the hori¬ 
zontal axis belongs a libclla, on which each part represents 
i'. A massive base of cast-iron—a vertical column with 
three projectors at the foot, each one with a foot-screw— 
gives the instrument an exceedingly solid rest, and keeps 
the due level for weeks when the instrument is not sub¬ 
jected to gales or other violent exterior influences. Our 
station possesses two such theodolites, while the Swedes 
at Spitsbergen have three, the Dutch on board the Varna 
two, anl Dr. Soph us Tromholt, at Kautokeino, one. 

Aurorae have been seen here during the winter almost 
every night, and during all weathers, thus, even behind 
cumulo-stratus clouds, oscillating waves of the aurora 
borealis have at times been observed. Proper measure¬ 
ments have, ho -fever, of course only been effected on 


dear nights. With Dr. Sophuii Tromholt, who fcasLUs 
the readers of Nature know, from, his 
to this Journal. during the winter sojourned atKautokclno 
specially for his researches on the aurora bomllvwe 
have Arranged to measure at agreed periods the ufev*- 
tioa of the aurora in the common plane butsfarif^ 
Bossekop. We have effected a number of such mea¬ 
surements here, which will, 1 believe, give important 
results as regards this phenomenon, when compared with 
those made by Dr, Tromholt.. A closer auxiliary station 
for parallax measurements was also contemplated here, 
and to this end I had a pillar raised in an open plaee 
for a theodolite, about seven kilometres south of otur 
station, but the want of telephonic connection and 
assistants, I regret to say, prevented this project from 
being carried out. 

The auroral forms or types which have appeared here 
have been those generally known, from the grand corona 
to the modest pulsating little luminous cloud, but as a 
characteristic feature attending them all I must mention 



Fig. a,—Th* Norwegian Circumpolar Station at Bossekop. a, magnetic ohmva*o*y J b t vane; e, rain-gauge; 4, black-ball thermometer; traatlt 
4 instrument; /, auroral theodolite; instrument for recording the auroral observations. 
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the absence of stability in the types. Thus only on a 
few occasions has there been an opportunity of watching 
the quiet stationary arc, but in general the aurorae have 
represented wafting draperies and shining streamers with 
ever-changing position and intensity* 

As often as there has been an opportunity, spectro¬ 
scopic researches have been effected with a Wrede's 
spectroscope. The well-known yellow-green auroral line 
has always been observed, and on one occasion also the 
red, the position of which we succeeded in fixing approxi¬ 
mately in the spectroscope. 

The meteorological instruments with which we have 
been furnished are similar to those in use at the meteoro¬ 
logical observatory in Christiania. A Kew station- 
barometer (Adie) is employed at the hourly observations, 
while a Fortin barometer (Secretan) serves as normal and 
control barometer. Generally a few times a week both 
barometers, which hang parallel inthe office of the station, 
are compared. As a reserve instrument we have an 


aneroid, but this we have fortunately had no need of 
using. 

For the protection of the thermometers we have 
erected a wooden cage on four poles faring the north, 
with blinds, a double back wall and a roof, exactly in 
conformity with Wild’s model. In the centre of the 
cage is the actual thermometer box placed, of sheet iron 
and with a free circulation for the air, in which is to be 
found dry and wet thermometers (divided into C), 
as well as maximum and minimum ones. All this thermo¬ 
meters, which were maaufoctured by Aderman of Stock¬ 
holm, have several times during the winter been examined 
as to the stability of zero, which has always beep lobtia 
perfectly correct. Besides these a black-ball thermometer 
has daring the summer been erected, hud 
times a day. Psychrometer readings baire on some,0Mb 
sfonsbeen controlled at Iw temjre^ 
with AUnard’s modified form ^ 

(Golaz, Paris), while absolute w* *netfb«W 
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through weighing haves been attempted by Dr. Kraflft with 
a ctmical weight (Bunge), however without result, caused 
chiefly by the circumstance that he was unable to give 
the instrument the proper rest The observations of the 
direction? of the wind nave been made by a weather-cock 
fixed on the top of a stripped fir tree, the force being 
registered by Beaufort 5 s scale, and the velocity partly by 
Mbhu'ft hand thermometer, which are used during the 
hourly observations, and partly by means of a Robinson 
anemometer placed on the roof of the dwelling-house, 
which i* read once in twenty*four hours. Further, one of 
Hageman's anemometers is erected in the office, from 
which the conductor, made of indiarubber and lead pipes, 
is carried outside the house and along the flagstaff in such 
a manner that the absorbing point or tube is situated a 
couple of centimetres above the knob of the same. The 
observations with this anemometer have, however, not 
given so satisfactory results as might have been expected 
from my experiences in other places. The cause of this 
is no doubt the circumstance that the instrument used 
was not a new one, and consequently, perhaps, not very 
sensitive, while the position wa9, we found, not the most 
advantageous. On the bare ground we have placed 
two rain-gauges—the one square and the other round— 
with a receiving surface of 225 square cm. each. The 
rainfall here is very small, averaging only 267 mm. per 
year, but during the past twelve months it has been 
rather less. 

The measurement of the snowfall we have found almost 
an impossibility, on account of the frequent gales during 
the winter, which sweep the snow a way as quicksand from 
one place and deposit targe drifts in others. 

Every month measurements of the temperature of the 
sea have been effected, in the Alten Fjord, with one of 
Negretti apd Zambra's deep sea thermometers. The 
depth is 100 English fathoms, and the temperature read 
at every tenth fathom. We have during these researches 
discovered that from the bottom and ro to 20 fathoms 
Upwards the temperature keeps constant throughout the 
year, whereas in the layers above this depth some very 
interesting variations occur with the seasons. 

Last winter here has been milder than we anticipated, 
the lowest temperature registered being - 2i°7 C, which 
was read by the minimum thermometer at 8 a,m. on 
December 3^ 1882, Under high wind such a tempera¬ 
ture is unpleasant enough, and with gales we have several 
times been favoured. Thus, on October 5 the velocity of 
the wind under a storm from the north-west was 26 metres 
pet second, and on later occasions the anemometer has 
hot seldom shown a velocity of from 10 to 20 metres per 
second. 

Oar labours at this station are now approaching their 
completion, and it is satisfactory to me to be able to state 
that no accident has occurred to our instruments, the 
accuracy of which has been controlled throughout in 
various manners, and that the scientific researches have 
bean continued during the entire year without a single 
interruption. 

What the ultimate results of our researches during our 
sojourn faere will be it is of course at the present moment 
an impossibility for me to state, but I feel confident that, 
when all the materials of research have been collected from 
the various circumpolar stations and compared, it will be 
found that the Norwegian station at Bossekop has formed 
hu important link in the chain of international meteoro¬ 
logical research around the Pole. Ans&t, S. Steen 
Bossekop,Fiumarkea, Norway, August 


NATIONAL ^ORATORF of marine 

I T k jwetty weU tiadorstood that the Executive Com- 
, wf the London International Fbfaerle* Exhi* 

wUl have a earn at tmmy in hand when 


all expenses connected with the Exhibition are paid, 
amounting to some thousands of pounds. The gentlemen 
who have organised and carried through this very suc¬ 
cessful enterprise are to be congratulated on the popu¬ 
larity which has attended the Exhibition and on the 
amount of interest which they have excited in all classes 
of the community in matters relating to our national 
fisheries. Not only this, but the Committee deserves 
hearty thanks for the valuable series of pamphlets on 
subjects connected with fisheries which it has printed and 
circulated far and wide. These pamphlets are for the 
most part reports of lectures delivered by highly com¬ 
petent specialists at the “ Conferences n inaugurated"by 
Prof. H uxley under the presidency of the Prince of Wales, 
and amongst them are such important essays as that of 
Prof. Hubrecht on oyster culture, of Dr. Day on the food 
of fishes, of Prof. Brown Goode on the fishery indus¬ 
tries of the United States, and of Mr. Duff on the herring 
fisheries of Scotland. 

It is not surprising that at the present moment sugges¬ 
tions should be offered from various sides to the Exhibi¬ 
tion Committee with reference to the beat use of the surplus 
funds in its hands. No one will pretend for a moment 
that the Committee has not the full right to make what 
use of those funds it may deem most fitting; and the 
public has every reason to feel confidence that the ulti¬ 
mate decision of the Committee will be made with the 
intention of doing what is best for the national interests 
bound up with our fishery industries. At the same time 
it is a legitimate thing for men of public position and 
responsibility to place before the Committee suggestions 
as to useful modes of employing the surplus funds in its 
hands. Accordingly we note with satisfaction that a 
number of our leading biologists, whose opinion upon 
this matter is certainly entitled to very great weight, have 
placed before the Committee a suggestion for the founda¬ 
tion of a laboratory upon the British coast, which shall be 
devoted to the study of marine animals and plants in 
relation to fisheries. A similar proposal has also been 
independently placed before the Exhibition Committee 
by the executive of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 

It is a very striking fact that the one point in which all 
speakers at the Conferences held during the past summer 
at the Exhibition were agreed was this: that our know¬ 
ledge of the habits, lime, and place of spawning, food, 
peculiarities of the young, migrations, &c. t of the fish which 
form the basis of British fisheries, is lamentably defi¬ 
cient, and that without further knowledge any legislation or 
attempts to improve our fisheries by better modes of fish¬ 
ing, or by protection or culture, must be dangerous, and 
indeed unreasonable. Prof. Brown Goode, the United 
States Commissioner, declared at the Conference on July 
20 that (i the spread of actual scientific knowledge con¬ 
cerning fish and fisheries was one of the things which, 
above all others, would be the most profitable and satis¬ 
factory outcome of this Exhibition.' 1 At the same Con¬ 
ference Prof. Hubrecht, the Netherlands Commissioner, 
said that « he endorsed from the bottom of his heart the 
principle that there must be inquiry, and still further in¬ 
quiry, before legislation based on scientific and accurate 
principles could be carried out. They must take as a 
motto, more knowledge, more science, more zoology. 1 ’ 
On the same occasion the Duke of Argyll referred to the 
suggestion which had been submitted to the Conference 
to the effect that the foundation of a laboratory of marine 
zoology might well be undertaken by those who had 
organised and carried out the International Fisheries 
Exhibition. Speaking with the authority of one well 
acquainted with the Scotch herring fisheries, as well as 
with the knowledge Of an accomplished naturalist, he 
stated tbat in MS Judgment this suggestion was a most 
important one, which he hoped would be brought forward 
in the proper quarter, and that he should give all rite 
help he could In the matter. 
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Tilt memorandum which we print below briefly sets 
forth the proposal as now submitted to the Executive 
Committee of the Fisheries Exhibition* It has been 
signed by the following naturalists *Sjr John Lubbock, 
Mr, P, L. Sclater, Prof Jeffrey Bell, Prof* Michael Foster, 
Prof. Burdon Sanderson, Prof Flower, Prof. Allman, Prof. 
Richard Owen, Dr. G, J. Romanes, Prof. Lankester, Prof. 
Moseley, Dr. Carpenter, Mr. John Murray, Mr. Thiselton 
Dyer, Prof. Milnes Marshall, and Mr. Adam Sedg¬ 
wick. The absence of the mines of one or two influential 
zoologists from this list is explained by their official con¬ 
nection with the Exhibition, which has rendered it un¬ 
desirable to ask them to commit themselves in reference 
to a question in the consideration of which they will 
ultimately have the greatest responsibility and weight. 

The memorandum runs as follows 

Fro fowl for the Foundation of an Ob sanatory on the British 

Coast for the Study of Marino Animals and Plants in relation 

to Fish and Fisheries . 

The value to the fish industry of an increased knowledge of 
the habits and life-history of fishes has been proved by the ex¬ 
perience of the American and French Commissions. Without 
such knowledge we cannot improve our fisheries commercially ; 
with it, there is every probability that a great deal may be done 
in the way of controlling and extending them. In order to gain 
accurate knowledge as to the circumstances which affect the life 
of fishes, and the various mollusks, shell-fishes, corals, and 
sponges, which are important commercially as well as interesting 
from the scientific point of view, it is necessary that continuous 
observations should be made upon their growth from the egg 
onwards, upon their food and its natural history, as well as upon 
their enemies and the conditions favouring, or injurious to, their 
life. Such observations can only be successfully carried out by 
persons resident on the sea-coast. In order to enable competent 
observers to spend such time as they can afford for these studies 
to the greatest advantage, zoological observatories have been 
established on the sea-coast of foreign countries, but at present 
there is no such observatory on the British coast. The first 
observatory of the kind is the “zoological station ” established 
by Dr. Dohrn at Naples, which is frequented by naturalist* from 
all parts of Europe. Its buildings and aquaria represent an 
expenditure of 20,000/., and its annual expenditure is over 4000/. 
Similar observatories have been established by the Austrian 
Government at Trieste, and by the French Government at Con- 
cameau, Roscoff, and Villcfranche. It has been for some years 
the desire of English naturalists tp establish a zoological obser¬ 
vatory on the British coast, which would be in charge of a com¬ 
petent resident superintendent, and fitted with aquaria, labora¬ 
tories, and apparatus, and possessed of boats and dredging 
apparatus. Two or three fishermen would be kept in the pay of 
the observatory. The institution thus organised would be fre¬ 
quented at all times of the year by naturalists desirous of carrying 
on original investigations relative to the life-hbtory and 
structure of marine organisms. Accommodation for as many 
. as six such naturalists might be provided. The affairs of 
(he observatory and the granting of permission to make use 
of its appliances might be intrusted to a small committee, 
consisting (for example) iu the first place of the Warden 
of the Fishmongers* Company, the professors of zoology, 
botany, and physiology in the universities of Great Britain, and 
in the London colleges, and the secretaries of the Linnamn and 
Zoological Societies of London, Were such an observatory 
once established, there is every reason to believe that funds could 
be raised annually for the purpose of extending its operations, 
and of carrying on special work in it by grants from scientific 
societies, the universities, and such sources. The obstacle 
hitherto to the establishment of a British zoological observatory 
has been the difficulty of obtaining the large sum necessary to 
launch the institution. It is calculated that 8,000/, would be 
sufficient to secure a site and erect and furnish a suitable build¬ 
ing—whilst 500/. a year should be secured as a minimum income 
for the purpose of paying a salary of 250/, a year to a resident 
superintendent, nunur salaries to fishermen and attendants, and 
of meeting the small current exposes. The income of the 
institution might be materially aided by the payment of a fee 
(»rsA a mouth) on the part of those naturalists making use of 
Its resources. The opportunity for securing the 20,000/: neces¬ 
sary for the inauguration of such a zoological observatory has 


presented itself in connection with the International FttbeqM* 
Exhibition. Should there he, m these is treason ta b«pe,ahwge 
surplus fund in the hands of the Committee of theE^hibitmuit 
its close, it U proposed to bring the suggestion of the etipwpr 
went of a Marine Zoological Observatory before the Committee* 
ana to endeavour to obtain the support of that body for me 
scheme. It is proposed that a deputation of ^dentific men 
should interview the committee of the Fisheries Exhibition, in 
order to explain the importance of a marine observatory and the 
close relationship of the work done in such an institution to the 
interests of bur fisheries; and the Committee w ould then be 
asked to consider the propriety of handing over the sum of 
30,000/. (or if possible a larger sum, this being a minimum) to 
trustees, for the purpose of building and endowing inch an 
observatory, provision being made as to the future government 
and occupation of the observatory, as above suggested. 


NOTES 

At the opening of the London Hospital Medical School, Prof. 
Huxley gave an address on the relations of the State to the 
medical profession. He considers the present relations on the 
whole satisfactory, and that it is not desirable that the State 
should do more than it does to protect the public against in¬ 
competent persons and quacks. He thinks that no license 
should be granted except for the three qualifications, and that 
the course of study should be extended somewhat backwards, 
by insisting, instead of the general education test, upon some 
knowledge of elementary physics, chemistry, and so forth, by 
the young man desirous of entering upon a course of medical 
studies. In conclusion, he referred to the want of organisation 
for the advancement of the science of medicine considered^ a 
pure science. 

Prof. Mich ail Foster gave the introductory address at the 
School of Pharmacy last week ; the subject was “Cramming,” 
and the address will be found reported in full in (he Pharvmw/r 
tical Jourml of October 6. 

The remains of William Harvey are about to be removed to 
a new sarcophagus in Hemel Hempstead Church. 

An amusing incident is related in our contemporary V&Ut- 
tricim , showing that the knowledge of electrical terminology is 
yet far from perfect amongst patrons of the latest applications of 
the science. One of the most eminent and old-established firms 
who supply incandescent lamps had lately fulfilled m order for a 
certain number of lamps, specified to be of twenty candle-power 
at forty-five volts. Tfijy received, three day* after despatching 
the goods, the following memorandum:—“We have received 
your lamps as per invoice, together with the supports, but we 
were unable to find amongst the goods consigned the forty-five 
volts invoiced with the lamps . . . ” 1 

As the papers often refer to. Chinese telegrams sent to and 
from Europe in connection w\th the Franco-Chinese negotiations, 
it may not be useless to state that a special code of telegraphy 
has been devised for the use of the Chinese. All the character? 
of the Chinese language have been numbered, and these numbers 
are sent by telegraph as secret messages. On arriving in China 
they are translated inter Chinese numbers for the use of Chinese 
officials. 

In carrying out an Act passed by Congress, Bferideat Arthur 
has invited the various countries to send representatives to m 
International Conference at Washington, the date of whtehifl 
unfixed, to establish a common prime meridian. The Gown* 
meats pf Austria, Norway, and Sweden have declined, fcutthe 
two latter approve of the object Spain is favourable, but has 
deferred its reply, Belgium !* uncertain, but Denmark atari 
Portugal have accepted the invitation conditional^, 
land, Venezuela, Mexico, Turkey, Greece, Odnils 
Hawaii,, Hayti, ’Liberia, Holland, Omada, 
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ttmo ie» Nicaragua, and Honduras have Accepted, Replies art 
depleted from Italy, Great Britain, Russia, France* ChiH, 
Braefl, and Germany. 

OmvBRSttv College, Dundee, the munificent gift of Miss 
Baxter, was duly * 4 inaugurated" on Friday, Prof, Stewart of 
Cambridge giving an able address on higher education. The 
college starts with a clear endowment of 100, coo/., and a well- 
selected staff of professors. 

The Photographic Society's Exhibition has been opened at 
the rooms of the Royal Society of Painters in Water Colours. 

WE notice 111 the Izvestm of the Russian Geographical Society 
an interesting paper by Dr, Woeikof, on the velocity of the 
wind In Russia, In addition to the Important works of MM. 
Ham* and Koeppen, Dr. Woeikof bas calculated for fifty 
Russian and Siberian stations the ratio between the velocity of 
the wind at I pan, and that in the morning and evening. These 
calculations have been made in order to show the increase of the 
force of the wind towards midday and to verify Herr Kaeppen's 
hypothesis as to the dependency of this increase upon the differ' 
cnees of velocities of air in Its upper and lower strata, which 
strata are mixed together by the ascending currents occasioned 
by the heating of the surface of the soil. The Rus&iau and 
Siberian stations displaying a great variety of local conditions, 
M. Woeikof points out the influence of these conditions, but 
arrives, in their broad features, at the following conclusions 
Throughout Northern and Middle Russia, where the heating of 
the surface of the soil is ve r y small during the winter, and the 
ascending current is feeble, the force of the wind increases but 
.slowly a-s the sun rises above the horizon. The increase is much 
more daring the spring and summer, and nt some places the 
wind at midday blows with a force on an average nearly double 
what it was in the morning and will be in the evening. In 
Southern and South-Eastern Russia the increase of the force of 
the wind during the day in felt even in the winter, owing to the 
greater heating of the steppes in these low er latitudes. In the 
Urol region the same increase becomes obvious after February, 
and the ratio between the forces of the wind at I p.m, and at 
7 a,m. and 9 p.tn. becomes more than 2 to 1 in the summer. In 
Siberia and Mongolia the relations become more complicated on 
aeemmt of the anticyclones, but the same explanation of the 
phenomena holds good if the local circumstances be taken into 
account. 

In his recent work on “ Jade and Nephrite Articles in the 
Dresden Museum,' 1 Dr. A. B. Meyer expressed the opinion that 
there must be other sources of the raw material than those of 
raw nephrite found in North Germany, Turkestan, New Zealand, 
and New Caledonia, and of raw jade in Burmah and Montevideo, 
in order to account for the diffusion of articles wrought from 
these materials. This view has been so far confirmed that four 
pieces of raw nephrite of the specific weight of J*oi have since 
beta found in Suckow, Uckermark, a boulder of the same material 
h* Stetermark, and raw jade in large manses, generally in the 
form of boulders, in Alaska, He further was of opinion that 
China csould m dm m all its nephrite from Turkestan, It had 
already been shown that the large masses of raw material 
transported by sea from Burmah to China consisted of jade 
With the specific weight of nephrite, and Dr. Meyer remarked 
that by far the hugest number of Chinese articles seemed 
to lie of nephrite. Out of the stone hatchets, as they 
w«te thought to be, lw»agfct by Mr. Anderson from Yunnan, 
there wwe httt three which h *4 the specific Wright of nephrite, 
and Dr. Meyer conjectured that they were of Jade. A piece of 
” hatchet otit of the thteri haring been 
^Warded h^ Mr. Anderson 'to Dr. Meyer, was 00 examination 
teuad to 'he genuine nephrite* The fact is -therefore established 
tint «M«iM wphett* m Wt u jute estate k the region of 
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Further India, though their exact locality has yet to be dis¬ 
covered. 

Messes, Caosfiv Lockwood and Co. announce the following 
new and forthcoming publications :—" British Mining; a 
Practical Treatise on the Metalliferous Mines and Minerals of 
the United Kingdom, dealing comprehensively with the theories 
of Mineral Deposits, the History of Mines, their Practical 
Working, and the Future Prospects of British Milling Industry," 
fully illustrated, by Robert Hunt, F.R.S., late Keeper of Min¬ 
ing Records, editor of Ure’s " Dictionary of Arts, Manufactures, 
and Mines, author of " Researches on Light,’ 1 &c., formerly 
Professor of Phytics, Royal School of Mines; "Earthy and 
other Minerals and Mining,” with numerous illustrations, by 0 4 
C. Davies, F.G.S., Mining Engineer, &c., uniform with and 
forming a companion volume to the same author's ** Metalli¬ 
ferous Minerals and Mining” ; "Graphic and Analytic Statics 
in Theory and Comparison, their Practical Application to the 
Treatment of Stresses in Roofs, Solid Girders, Lattice, Bow¬ 
string aud Suspension Budges Braced Iron Arches and Piers, 
and other Frameworks, to which is added a chapter on Wind 
Prepares,” by R. Hudson Graham, C. E,, containing diagrams 
and plates to scale, with numerous examples, many taken from 
existing structures; " A Handbook of the Art of Soap-making, 
including the Manufacture of Hard and Soft Soaps, Toilet 
Soaps, Medicated and Special Soaps, Bleaching and Purifying 
Oils and Fats, Recovery of Glycerine, &c., &c.,” with a series 
of engravings, by Alexander Watt, author of " Electro-Metal¬ 
lurgy Practically Treated," &c. ; "The Engineers’ and Ship¬ 
owners’ Coal Tables," by Nelson Foley, author of "The 
Engineer's Office Book of Boiler Construction." 

Messrs, Siemens and Halske have brought out an instiu. 
ment called a torsion galvanometer to he used for large current*. 
It consists of a magnet suspended between two coils, so as to be 
affected by both, but to which is attached a torsion spring so 
arranged that the amount of torsion necessary to bring the 
needle back to its normal position can easily be determined. 
These monuments are made in two forms, a vertical and a hori¬ 
zontal form. In the vertical form the needle is suspended by a 
cocooit silk, and the reading is taken from above; thltt ig the 
more delicate form. In the horizontal form, which is meant for 
more practical work, the needle is balanced on knife-edges, and 
carries at one end a light pointer which passes behind a scale. The 
amount of torsion required to bring the needle buck to zero is indi¬ 
cated by another pointer attached to a handle, and which moves 
in front of the scale. These instruments can l>e used either in 
main circuit or shunt; in the latter case they are often used in 
conjunction with a resistance box so arranged as to reduce the 
fall of potential between the terminals of the instrument in a 
known ratio. It is necessary, however, to use a table of calibra¬ 
tions which are subject to very little change with time. 

A course of elementary lectures upon Recent Astronomy and 
Sidereal Astronomy will be delivered in Gresham College, at six 
o'clock p.m, on October 16, 17, 1$, and 1% by the Rev. Edmund 
Ledger, 

The President of the Aristotelian Society, Mr. 8 had worth H. 
Hodgson, M. A., LLJX« will open the ensuing session With an 
address, on Monday evening, October 15, 1883, and the society 
will then meet fortnightly as usual. The chief work of the 
session ulllbe a study of Berkeley's 41 New Theory of Vision" 
and " Principles of Human Knowledge,” and Hume's " Treatise 
of Human Nature.” 

The recent sairb at the Chester Society of Natural Science 
was marked by the publication of a useful programme or descrip¬ 
tive dialogue, which gave to the objects exhibited a teaching 
value, which may be well imitated, and Which forte* a permanent 
reference to tbote who bed the opportunity of bring present* 
The Maty microscopes shown wefe classified, according to rite 




NATURE 



subject under the }tn% into groups exemplifying the intimate 
st r uc t ure of each of the cla ses into which animals and plants 
have been divided, the chief pilots of structure being briefly 
described under each head in the “programme,” which thus 
formed a biological text-boAfof twenty page.? with real objects 
for illustration. This society# founded by Canon Kingsley, is 
doing exceedingly good work in limiting its operations to the 
natural history and geology of its own district, scrupulously de¬ 
fined on an ordnance map. The study of local biology is 
encouraged by the annual grant of 10/., known as the Kingsley 
Memorial Trice, open to any resident within the Society’s dis¬ 
trict ; that of next year is offered for the best collection of 
“ Slides of the Freshwater Algae of the Society’s District, omitting 
the Diatoms.” The Kingsley Memorial Medal this year was 
awarded to Mr. Shrubsole, F.G.S. 

The report on the progress and condition of the Botanic 
Garden and Government Plantations in South Australia for i88a ( 
by the Director, Dr. Schomburgk, contains the usual amount of 
information on the introduction and cultivation of useful and 
ornamental plants. Dr. Schomburgk draws attention to the 
small rainfall for the year. He says that during 1881 it 
amounted to 18 192 inches, b it during 1882 it only amounted to 
15742 inches, which was 5*469 inches below the general average 
(at inches odd) of the previous forty-three years, the only years 
daring which the rainfall was less than that of last year. During 
May and June severe frosts prevailed. The temperature was on 
several nights, as low as 29 0 and 30°. These frosts had, of 
course, a disastrous effect upon plants in the gardens. “The 
tropical and subtropical trees and shrubs which had scarcely 
recovered from the frosts of i$8i f especially the tropic *1 Ficus, 
constituted the chief bulk of the sufferers ; they have suffered 
materially, and they have been sadly reduced—from 30 
f*et and 40 feet in height, to 6 feet and xo feet.” As 
early as the latter end of Sep ember some very hot days were 
experienced, the thermometer showing 96° in the shade, and 
12 y* in the sun, the highest temperature experienced in any 
former September. During December and January three slight 
showers of rain alone fell. Notwithstanding these checks to 
vegetation a considerable amount of work seems to have been 
done of a varied character. In the matter of useful plants w e 
quote the foil jwing paragraph as an example “ The demand 
by invalids for medical herbs becomes more frequent, and it is 
gratifying to be able to supply them. Inquiries are especially 
made for the following, viz, : the common English broom 
{Cytisus scoparius), of which a decoction is used in c rop y ; the 
leaves of the mullein or shepherd^ club ( Vo-boscum thapsus), 
a decoction of the leaves being recommended by some of the 
American papcT* at a remedy against consumption; the 
globular sponge {Euphorbia pilulifem ), a native of the tropical 
regions of the New and Old World. It i; found growing in 
Queensland, and a decoction of the plant is said to be used w ith 
the best results in as'hmatic complaints.” 

Mr. F. S. Moseley, F.Z.S,, writes to the Tints to state 
that a Marmoset {HapaU jacchus) in his posession gave birth 
to two young ones on the 4th inst,; Mr, Moseley supposes this 
to be the first case of the kind in Europe. 

A telegram received at Paris on Tuesday night from Algiers 
states that a strong slock of earthquake was felt at Philippevllle 
at half-past one o’clock that morning. The oscillation was in 
the direction from north to south. At Jamnmses the church 
and barrack walls were cracked; at Stora a house was also 
damaged. 

A correspondent residing at Accra, West Coast of Africa, 
sends some particulars of the recent earthquake at that place 
♦'It was at 2,30 am. On the morning of Sunday, August 12, 
that several shocks of earthquake Were experienced. The 


evening previous hod been cool, with alternate periods . of thick, 
hot air, which rather presaged a thunderstorm, it being the 
season of the year when tornadoes pass over the coast Oothe 
night in question it was observed that the Surf was particularly 
violent until half an hour prior to. the first shoric, when the 
water seemed to subside and become comparatively calm. The 
first shock was f >Uowed by a second and more violent stack, 
shaking the foundations. In each case the shock was preceded 
by an explosion resembling in a great degree the sound usually 
caused by the discharge of a gun from ships lying in the road¬ 
stead. Christian^borg Castle, which in 1863 was wrecked by 
an earthquake at the same time of year, felt the force of the 
disturbance severely. Several of the castle walls and those of 
the neighbouring European houses were found to be cracked the 
next day. The critical phase lotted, as tar as could be calcu¬ 
lated, from thirty to forty seconds. During the period—2.30 
a.m. to 3.30 a. m.— there was a variation of temperature of 3°— 
viz, from 71 0 to 74°, and viet v<rsA % In this interval the wind 
had completely died away, the atmosphere being hot and almost 
stifling. It was very difficult to trace the direction of the earth¬ 
quake, but my own opinion is that it travelled from the south* 
we?t, and this if somewhat confirmed by the reports since re¬ 
ceived from that quarter. Small shocks were repeated at 
intervals of one hour till seven o’clock in the morning, and on 
two days since the 12th slight tremors have been felt, but not of 
sufficient power to do much damage. Since the event the 
weather has become remarkably cool, considering oar proximity 
to the Equator, the average temperatures being, night and 
morning, 7 2% sun* 97°, shade 56*.” 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Bubaliae Antelope {Aksiapkus bubalis 9 ), 
a Domestic Goat {Capra hircus) from Algeria, presented by Mr. 
Robert Pitcairn ; a Black Hornbill {Buceros atratus) from West 
Africa, presented by Mr. J. T. Carrington; two Grey Monitor# 
(Varan us gristui) from Arabia, presented by Capt. J. S. San¬ 
derson ; four Ural Phrynocephales (Phrynoctphalus heluncopui) 
from the east coast of the Caspian, presented by Dr, A. Straucb, 
F.M.Z.S. ; twelve European Tree Frogs (Hyla arborea), Euro¬ 
pean, presented by Mr. Carl Schorlemmer; a Cape Hyrox 
{H) rax taptnsis) from South Africa, a Great Bustard {Otis tarda), 
European, deposited; an Ocelot (EMpartialis), a King Vulture 
(Gypagus papa), a Brazilian Cara car* (Polybotus brasWmsis), an 
Anaconda {EunccUs murium), a Comm m Boa (Boa constrictor) 
from Brazil, purchased ; two Mandarin Ducks (Aixgctiericulaba ), 
tw o Cock* eels (Cahpsitta ncn tT-koUandi bred in the Gardena. 


GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


A letter from Mr. H, M. Stanley, dated July 14 has been 
published in New York, in which he reports the discovery of a 
new lake colled Mantomba, He has also explored the rivet 
marked in the maps at the Ikelembu, but which is teally the 
Ma’undu, and finds it to be a deep, broad, navigable stream. 
Stanley expresses his increasing surprise at the density of tbe 
population in the equatorial portions of the Congo basin* tad 
toys If what be has seen may be taken as representing the state 
of things generally, there is a population in this river basin of 
forty-nine millions. Extensive commercial openings are offering 
themselves, 


A TELEGRAM from New York, October 9, states that explor 
ing parties who hid just descended the Yukon River, in Alaska, 
say that they travelled down the stream for two thousand miles. 
They report tbe river to be one of the largest in the world, di»- 
chaining 50 per cent, more water ihta the Missfaslpph, ; Its 
breadth in some places is seven mites. 

The Am Irian African explorer* Steckor, iftw five r ymd 
absence in tbe service of the German African Society, w'.W 
returned home. For the men bf truvelled li. tasta^ 
with fieri* Gerhard Roblfo, but Smoker hta ! 

about 1 a doeen eountriu east and ta*dh Of AhjwMfr* wtrtdk; - 



before Mm* no European hod ever entered. He was imprisoned 
as a spy by King Melelek, of Sboa, but w* eventually released 
through the intercession of Marquis Autiaori* He has brought 
back with him numerous Valuable maps and a large collection of 
the fauna, flora, minerals, and other objects connected with the 
regioa* he explored. 

LUUT, Wissmann is preparing to act out on a new expedi¬ 
tion to the Upper Congo. 

The United State* observing party at Point Barrow have 
returned to Alaska, eu route for San Fransdsco. 


The French war steamer, which was sent out last year 
with the French scientific mission to Cane Horn, is daily 
expected wi'.h the party, who have spent their winter in this 
remote part of th s world. These observations have been carried 
on in connection with the Polar observations as organised by the 
International Conference, and have been made from August, 
i£8a, to August, 1883. 

11 The Yearly Report of the Swiss Alpine Club " for 1882, the 
eighteenth volume of the series contains many and various con¬ 
tributions towards a fuller knowledge of the Alps. Besides 
valuable letterpress we are treated to excellent panora nas after 
original drawings, coloured views, woodcuts, and cartographical 
sketches. 

In one of a collection of lectures published at Heidelberg, 
1883, by the house of Carl Winter, A. von La«aulx, the well- 
known geologist, draws an ingenious [arallel between Ireland 
and Sicily, and attempts to explain the backward st*te of the 
inhabitants of these two inlands and the disorders of which they 
have been the theatre by the nature of their geological strata, 
the formation of their coasts and their positions. 

The last number of the hvestia of the Rus ian Geographical 
Society, contains, besides minutes of proceedings, two papers 
by I)r. Woeikof, on the diurnal period of the veloci y of the 
win! in Russia, and on the distribute >n of heat in the oceans ; 
a paper by Prof. Lcus, on the periodicity of auroras ; the annual 
reports of the western and eastern Siberian brandies of the 
Society; the end of M. PolyakofTs letters from Sakhalin, 
wherein he describes his journey on boat down the Tym River 
and on the eastern coast of Sakhalin ; and several notes. We 
notice among these latter a list of forty*two places* tn Persia, 
Attak, and Akhnl Tekke, the positions of which were deter¬ 
mined by Capt. Gladysheff. 


THE EVOLUTIONARY POSITION * 

T HAVE been requested by the Subjects Committee of the 
A Congress to place before you a brief statement of some of 
the advance* which have recently been made in natural science, 
with ft view to open a discus ion upon their relations, real or 
supposed, to religious belief. The particular advances which, 
a* I am given to understand, were especially in the mind? of the 
Committee in proposing this question, are time which have 
resulted in the more or less general adoption by scientific men of 
the view of the sequence of events which have taken place, and 
are Mill taking place, in the universe, to which the term “ evolu¬ 
tion 11 is now commonly applied. 

All that is embraced by this term, the various realms of nature 
in which its manifestati ms are traced, the various shades of 
meaning attached to it by different persons, would constitute far 
too large and complex a subject to be treated of in the time to 
which addresses to this meeting are wisely restricted. I will 
therefore select for special consideration the only print in the 
application of the theory upon which 1 can apeak with any prac< 
bcal knowledge ; one which is, however, in the eye* of many of 
very Vital Interest. It is the one, at all events, which at the 
present moment attracts most attention $ the new ideas upon it 
being received with enthusiasm by some, and with distrust, if 
not with abhorrence, by others. 

Tim doctrine of continuity, or of direct relation of an event to 
some preceding event according to a natural and orderly sequence 
% now generally recognised in the inorganic world ; and although 
the modem expansi m of this doctrine os applied to the living 
'Inhabitants of thecarth appears to many so Startling, and has 
jttdt with so much opporiiios it is* in amor* restricted applies 
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lion, a very old and widespread article of scientific a 1 * well as of 
popular faith. 

rutting aride, as quite immaterial to the present discussion, 
the still controverted question of the evidence of the produc¬ 
tion of the lowest and most rudimentary forms of Ufe from in¬ 
organic matter, it may be stated as certain that there is no 
rational and educated person, whatever bis religious beliefs or 
philosophical views, who is not convinced that every individual 
animal or plant, sufficiently highly organised to deserve such dis¬ 
tinctive appellation, now existing upon the world, has been 
produced from pre-existing parents by the operation of a series of 
processes of the order to which the term natural is commonly 
applied ; processes also fundamentally the same throughout the 
whole range of living beings, however much modified in detail 
to suit the various manifestations under which those beings arc 
presented to us. We feel absolutely certain, when we Bee a 
horse, a bird, a butterfly, or an oak tree, that each was derived 
from pre-existing parents* more or less closely resembling itself. 
Though we have no direct evidence of the fact in each individual 
case, the knowledge derived from the combined observations of 
an overwhelming number of analogous eases is of such a posi¬ 
tive character, that we should entirely refuse to credit any one 
who made the contrary assertion, and should feel satisfied that 
he bad been deluded by some error of observation. We cannot, 
indeed, conceive of the sudden beginning of any such creatures, 
either from nothing, from inorganic matter, or even from other 
animals or plants totally unlike themselves. 

To persons whose opportunities of observation of animal and 
pliut life are limited to a comparatively few kinds existing 
Under comparatively similar circumstances, and which observa¬ 
tions moreover only extend over a comparatively limited period 
of time, it appears that in each kind of animal or plant, such as 
those just mentioned, individuals of various succeeding genera¬ 
tions present a very close resemblance to each other. That they 
often vary a little cannot escape careful observation, but the 
deviations from the common characters of the kind to be noticed 
by person? who<e range of virion is thus limited are not striking, 
and usually appear not to pas* beyond certain b nmds. Hence arose 
the common idea, natural enough under such circumstances, but 
which gradually developed it-elf, not only into a scientific 
hypothesis, but even, it would appear, almost into an article of 
religious belief, that the different kinds or “ specie s” as they are 
technically called, of animal* and plants had each its separate 
origin, its fixed limits of variation, and could not under any 
circumstances become modified or changed into any other form. 

This idea became deeply ro >ted in the human mind, in con¬ 
sequence of the very long period during which it pr .vailed, the 
horizon of observation having remained practically stationary 
fr jm the time man first began to observe and record the phenomena 
of nature until little more than a century ago, when commenced 
that sudden expansion of knowled/e of the facts of the. animal 
and vegetable world which has been steadily widening ever 
since. Now it is i nportant to observe that it ii strictly pari 
passu with the growth of knowledge of the facts, that the 
theoretical views of nature have changed, aod the older hypo¬ 
thesis of species to which I have referred has gradually given 
way to a new and different one. 

The expansion of the special branches of knowledge affecting 
our views upon this subject lias taken place in many different 
directi ms of which I can here only iodijate the most striking. 

1, The discovery of enormous numbers of f arms of life, the ex¬ 
istence of which was entirely unknown a hundred years ago. The 
increase of knowledge in this respect is something inconceivable 
to those who have not followed its progress. Not only has the 
number of well defined specie* known multiplied prodigiously, 
but infinite series of gradations between what were formerly snp- 

f iosed to be distinct specie? are bring constantly brought to 
ight. The difficulty of giving any satisfactory defining of 
what is meant by the term <f species " is Increasingly frit day by 
day by practical zoologists, as evidenced by the introduction of 
such term* as ** sub-species, 1 ’ M permanent local variety, 1 ' &c., 
into general use, and especially by the wide differences ol 
opinion as to the number or limits of the species included in any 
give a group of animals or plant* among naturalists who here 
made such group thrir special study. 

2. Vast increase ip the knowledge of the intimate Mrncture of 
organic bodies, both « revealed by ordinary dissection and by 
xucroscopk examination, a method of investigation only brought 
to perfection ia very recent years. By the knowledge thus 
acquired has been demonstrated thejmlty of plan pervading, 
under divert modifications, the different members of each 
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natural croup of organisms at one time attributed to conformity 
to type, a so-called explanation which explained nothing, but 
for Which a *m> causa may be found in descent from a common 
ancestor. Wonderful gradations in the perfection to which 
dttbrenf structure-! have attained in the progress of their adapta¬ 
tion to their respective purposes have also been shown, and of 
still greater importance and interest, the numerous cases of 
apparently useless or rudimentary organs in both animals and 
plant*, which were absolutely unaccounted for under the older 
hypothesis, 

3* The comparatively new study of the geographical distribu¬ 
tion of living things, which has only become possible since the 
prosecution of the systematic and scientific explorations of the 
earth's surface which have distinguished the present century, 
The results of this branch of inquiry alone have been sufficient 
to convince many naturalists of the unsound ness of the old view 
of the distinct origin of species, whether created each in the 
region of the globe to which it is now confined, or, as many still 
imagine, all in one spot, from which they have spread themselves 
unchanged in form, colour, or other essential attributes to their 
present abodes, however diverse in climate and other environ¬ 
ments or conditions of existence. 

4. Lastly, though most important of all, must be mentioned 
the entirely new science of pa Ire ontology, opening up worlds of 
organic life before unknown, also showing infinite gradations of 
structure, but mainly important as increasing our horizon of ob¬ 
servation to an extent not previously dreamt of in the direction 
of time. Powers of observation formerly limited to the brief 
space of a few generations are now extended over a^es, which 
the concurrent testimony of various branches of knowledge, of 
uetrouomy, cosmogony, and geology, show are immeasurable 
compared with any periods of which we hitherto had cognisance. 
We are enabled to trace, and every year, as discovery succeeds 
discovery, with increasing distinctness, numerous cases of 
sequences of modification running through groups of animals in 
suflcensive periods of time, such as the gradual progress in the 
development and perfection of the antlers of deer, from their 
entire absence in the earliest known representatives of the type, 
through the simple conical or bifurcated form, increasing in com¬ 
plexity as time advanced to the magnificent many branched ap¬ 
pendages which adorn the heads of some species of recent stags ; 
such also as the progressive modifications, so often described, 
beginning in the short-necked, heavy-limbed, many-toed tapir- 
like animal of the Kocene period, and ending in the graceful, 
long-necked, light-limbed, single-toed horse of ourowu age, and 
numerous others which time will not allow me even to mention. 

It Would be impossible here to trace the history of the effect 
of this enormous mflux of knowledge upon the doctrine of the 
separate origin and fixed characters of species j to narrate the 
scattered efforts of philosophical minds, discontented with the 
former views, but not yet clearly seeing the light; to describe 
the slow and struggling growth of the new views, amid diffi¬ 
culties arising from imperfections of knOwle Ige, and the opposi¬ 
tion' of prejudice, or to apportion to each of those who by their 
labours have contributed to the final result his exact share in 
bringing it about. How much, for instance, is due to the work 
and the writings of our illustrious countryman Darwin? and 
hoW much to those who have preceded or followed him ? All 
this forms an episode in the history of the progress of human 
knowledge which has been abundantly chronicled elsewhere. 

The result may, however, be briefly stated to be that the 
opinion now almost, if not quite, universal among skilled and 
thoughtful naturalists of all countries and whatever their beliefs 
upon other subjects, is that the various forms of life which we 
see around us, and the existence of which we know from their 
fa**U remains, are the product, not of independent creations, 
bet of descent, with gradual modification from pre«eKi*ting 
forms. In short, the law of the natural descent bf individuals, 
of varieties, races, or breeds (which, being within the limits of the 
previous powers of observation, was already universally admitted) 
has been extended to the still greater modifications constituting 
what we call species, and consequently to the higher groups 
called genera, families, and orders. The barrier fancied to exist 
between so-called varieties and so-called species has broken 
down. 

Any one commencing the study of the subject at the present 
time without prejudice, and carefully investigating the evidence 
upon which to form his conclusions, bearing in mind that he 
swstlook far hi# proof*, not so much to* direct experiments or . ■ 
absolute demonstrations, which from the nature of the me are 
impossible, but in the convergence of the indications furnished 


by the interpretations of mdtitudJnoo* facts of most dims* 
kinds, must find it extremely difficult fa place himself to the 
position of those who held the older view, so much mare reason* 
able, so much more In accordance with all that we know of the 
general phenomena of nature, does this now one seem. In fact 
the onus prot>andi now appears entirely to He with those who 
make the assertion that species have been separately created. 
Where, it may be asked, is the shadow of a scientific proof* that 
the first individual of any species has come into being without 
pre-existing parents ? Has any competent observer jat any time 
witnessed such an occurrence ? The apparent advent of a new 
species in geological history, a common event enough/ has cer¬ 
tainly been cited as such. As well might the presence of a horse 
in a field, with no sign of other animats of the same kind near it, 
be quoted as evidence of the fallacy of the common view of the 
descent of individuals. Ordinary observation tells us of the 
numerous cau^vs^ which may have isolated that horse from its 
parents and kindred. Geologists know equally well how slight 
the choices of more than a stray individual or fragment of an 
individual here and there being first preserved and afterwords 
discovered to give any indication of the existence of the race. 
Those who object to the new view complain sometimes of the 
frequency with which its advocates take refuge, as they call it, 
in the “imperfection of the gelogical record.” I think, on 
the contrary, the difficulty i i always to allow Mufficiently for this 
imperfection. When we contrast the present knowledge of palae¬ 
ontology with what it was fifty or even ten years ago ; when we 
see by what mere accident, as it were, a railway driven through 
a new country, a quarry worked for commercial purposes, a city 
newly Parti lie.I, all the most important discoveries of extinct 
animals have been made, we must be convinced that all argu¬ 
ments drawn from the absence of the required links arc utterly 
valueless. The study of palaeontology is as yet in its merest 
infancy ; the wonder Is that it hits already furnished so much, not 
so little, corroboration of the doctrine of transmutation of 
species. 

Direct proof is, then, equally absent from both theories. For 
the old view it may be said that it haw been held for a very long 
time by persons whose knowledge of the facts of nature which 
bear upon it was extremely limited. On the other hand, the 
new view is continually receiving more support as that know¬ 
ledge increases, aud furnUhe# a key to a vast number of other¬ 
wise inexplicable facts in every branch of natural history, in geo¬ 
logical and geographical distribution, in the habits of animals, 
in their development and growth, and especially in their structure. 
Allow me to take one instance from the last named—the anatomy 
of the whale. How is it possible, upon any other supposition 
than that it is the descendant of some land animal, with com¬ 
pletely developed limbs and teeth* which has become gradually 
modified to suit an aquatic mode of existence, to explain the 
preseuce of the numerous rudimentary, and to their present pos¬ 
sessors absolutely useless, btructures found in its body. Amongst 
others, a complete set of teeth, existing only in embryonic life, 
entirely disappearing even before birth, and rudimentary hind 
legs, with their various bones, joints, and muscles, of which no 
trace is seen externally. It may be asserted that the whale was 
originally created so, as it was asserted, and long maintained, 
that fossil shells and bones were originally created as such in the 
rocks in which they are found* It took more than two centuries 
of continuous and most acrimonious discussion to convince the 
world, especially the theological world, that these were the 
actual remains of animals which had once lived in a former 
period of the earth’s history. Their evidence is now, however, 
universally admitted as supplying knowledge of the changed 
condition* of the surface of the earth, end with equal clearness 
do these rudimentary organ#, hidden m the secret recesses of ttw 
whale’s body, furnish, to those who inquire, indications that the 
animal has passed through phases of existence unlike those in 
which we now see it. 

I do not for a moment asrert that the new view explains 
everything that vve students of nature are longing to know/'or 
that ire do not everywhere meet with obscure problems atid 
perpkawig difficulties, facte that wfe cannot account for, and 
breaks in the chain of evidence. As to the detail* find mode or 
operation of the secondary laws by, which variation and modifi¬ 
cation have beeu brought about, we are far from bring in accord*' 
Happy far us that it is so, or our work would be at aa end, t 
only .mipteia that the transmutation riew removes mwt; 
cullies, requires fewer as#umptidns,vami prito^;to;. to«i^vPOto 
conriftteftCy with obrarved factor tom that which H teefe*fa <iM§ev* 
wde, and is, therefore, so r dfaestot/iii vfato' 
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more probabHilarof Jts,being abandoned, and the old doctrine of 
rerivedt than that we should revert to the 
0^ ^ktioh pbti^d tbe earth in the centre of 

the universe, nod limited the date of its creation to six ordinary 
days. 

The question of the fixity or the transmutation \rf species is a 
purely s scientific one, Only to be discussed and decided on scien¬ 
tific grounds. To the naturalist, it h clearly one of extreme 
importance, as it gives him for the first time a key to the inter¬ 
pretation of the phenomena with which he has to deal. It may 
seem to many that a question like this is entirely beside the 
business of a Church Congress, as It is one with which only those 
expert Ln the ways of scientific investigation, and deeply imbued 
with knowledge of scientific facts, could be called upon to deal. 
This would certainly have been my view, if it had not been that 
some who, from their capacities and education, should have been 
onlookers In such a controversy, awaiting the issues of the 
conflict while the lists are being fought out by the trained 
knights, have rushed into the fray, and by their unskilful inter¬ 
position have only confused the issues, casting about dust instead 
of light. In the hope of clearing away some of this dust the 
present discussion has -been decided upon. 

It is self-evident that a solid advance of any branch of know¬ 
ledge must* in some way or other, and to a greater or less degree, 
influence many others, even those not directly connected with it, 
and therefore the rapid simultaneous strides of so many branches 
of knowledge as nmy be emliraced under the term of 11 Recent 
Advances in Natural Science,” will be very likely to have some 
bearing upon theological beliefs. Whether in the direction of 
expanding, improving, purifying, elevating, or in the direction 
of contracting, hardemug, or destroying, depends not upon those 
engaged in contributing to the advance of science, but upon 
those whose special duty it is to show the bearing of these ad¬ 
vances upon hitherto received l heologicnl d ogmas. The scientific 

S uestkmfc themselves may well be left to experts. If the new 
octrines are not true, there are plenty of keen critics among 
ineo of science ready to sift the sound from the unsound. Error 
in scientific subjects has its day, but it is certain not long to sur¬ 
vive the ordeal, yearly iticreoring in severity, to which it is sub¬ 
jected by those devoted to its cultivation. On the other hand, 
the advance * of truth, though they may be retarded, will never 
be stopped by the opposition of those who are incompetent by 
the nature of their education to deal with the evidence on which 
it rests. There is no position so fraught with danger to religion as 
that which binds it up essentially with this or that scientific 
doctrine, with which it must either stand or fall. The history of 
the reception of the greatest discoveries in agronomy and geo¬ 
logy, the pasvioaate clinging to the exploded pseudo-scientific 
views on those subjects supposed to be bound up with religious 
fidth, the fierce denunciations of the advocates of the then new, 
but now universally accepted, ideas, are well-worn subjects, and 
Would not be alluded to but for the repetition, almost literal re- 
petion in some cases of that reception which has been accorded 
to the new views Of biology. 

Ought not the history of those discoveries and the contro¬ 
versies to which they gave rise to be both a warning and an en¬ 
couragement 7 Those who hoped and those who feared that 
, faith would be destroyed by them have been equally mistaken ; 
and is not probable that the same result will follow the great 
biological discoveries and controversies of the present day ? 

' %u stating M 11 * 8 briefly what is the issue of these discoveries, ns 
generally understood and accepted by men of science, I have 
ache all that l promised, and must leave in far more competent 
hands the part of the subject especially appropriate for discussion 
at ihfe meeting. I may,, however, perhaps be allowed to put a 
few plain and simple consideration* before yon, which may have 
some bearing upon the object, and which have no pretensions 
to novelty/ though, being often lost sight of, their repetition 
mwdoaoharm. 

1 soldo* the commencement of this paper that it has long 
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fodtridual of whatever living form* whether nknt, animal, or 
man, takes phwe aacordiugto dcfinlte and regttkriy acting laws, 
Wdtaeulo^ interposition. Further man this, 1 believe 
that every one will admit that the production of the various 
mow or im^ k of donveetic animals Is brought about by similar 
We dd not think it necessary to e*!t in any special ia- 
twy^oaof creative power to produce * short-horn* race of 
«*ifle> pr to W the difeence betfwaen a bulldog and a 


greyhound, a Dorking and a Cochin China fowl- The gradual 
modifications by which these races wens produced, having taken 
place under our own eyes as it were, we are satisfied that they 
are the Consequence of what we call natural laws, modified and 
directed in these particular cases by man's agency, We have 
even gone further, having long admitted, without the slightest 
fear or producing a collision with religious.faith, that variation 
has taken place among animals in a Wild state, producing local 
races of more or le^s stable and permanent character, and brought 
about by the influence of food, climate, and other surrounding 
circumstances. 

The evidences of the Divine government of the world, and of 
the Christian faith, have been sufficient for us, notwithstanding 
our knowledge that the individual was created according to law, 
and that the race or variety was also created according to law. 
In what way then can they bo affected by the knowledge that 
the somewhat greater modifications, which we call species, were 
also created according to law ? The difficulties, which to some 
minds seem insuperable, remain exactly as they were ; the proofs, 
which to others are so convincing, are entirely unaffected by this 
widening of scientific knowledge. 

Even to what is to many the supreme difficulty of all, the 
origin of man, the same considerations are applicable. Relieve 
everything you will about man in his highest intellectual and 
moral development, about the nature, origin, existence, and 
destiny of the human soul—you have long been able to reconcile 
all this with the knowledge of his individual material origin 
according to law, in no whit different in principle from that of 
the beasts of the field, passing through all the phases they go 
through, and existing long before possessing, except potentially, 
any of the special attributes of humanity. At what exact 
period and by what means the great transformation takes place 
no one can tell. If the naoj-t Godlike of men have passed 
through the stages which physiologists recognise in human deve¬ 
lopment without prejudice to the noblest, highest, most divine 
part of their nature, why should not the race of mankind, as a 
whole, have had a similaroi igin, follow ed by similar progress and 
development, equally without prejudice to its present condition 
and future destiny ? Can it be of real consequence at the pie- 
sent time, either to our faith or our practice, whether the first 
man had such an extremely lowly beginning as the dust of the 
earth, in the literal sense of the woitR, or v hether he was 
formed through the intervention of various progressive stages of 
animat life ? 

The reign of order and law in the government of the world 
has been so far admitted that all these questions have really be¬ 
come questions of a little more or a little leas order and law, 
Science may well he left to work out the details as it may. It 
has thrown some light, little enough at present, but ever increas¬ 
ing, and for which we should all be thankful, upon the processes 
or methods by which the world in which we dwell nas been 
brought into its present condition. The wonder and mystery of 
creation remains as wonderful and mysterious as before. Of the 
origin of the whole, science tells us nothing. It is still as im¬ 
possible as ever to conceive that such a world, governed bylaws, 
the operations of which have led to such mighty results, and ore 
attended by such future promise, could have originated without 
the intervention of some power external to itself. If the succes¬ 
sion of small miracles, formerly supposed to regulate the opera¬ 
tions of nature, no longer satisfies us, have we not substituted 
far them one of Immeasurable greatness and grandeur ? 


A GREEN SUN IN INDIA 

have received the following communications on this phe- 
v v nomenon, At the same time we may refer to a passage 
in ope of Mr. Norman Dockyeris papers oh “'Physical Science 
for Artists/' in which be speaks of the marked effects of aqueous 
vapour in the atmosphere on the character of the aim** light 
He states that he asked Dr. Schuster to test his theory while ln 
India; "Theory/ 1 he dates, “hud ted me to expect that withthe 
enormous thfekuess of air available there, absorption at the red 
end of the spectrum by aqueous vapour would be seen as wdl 
as the absorption at the blue, which is so common with ua. 
Seeing the sun a vivid green through the steam of the little 
paddle-boat on Windermere first led me to inquire into the pot* 
tfhttity of aqueous vapour following the same tew as that which 
1 think We may now accept in the cases of the vapours of metals. 
A* in thesis experiments with vapours absorption bf the ted end 
alone Was seep, as well as absorption at the Mne end alorae, the 




assumption that these two absorptions exit ted in aqueous vapour 
at once accounted lor the green *un, ** In the sequel it will be 
found that Dr, Schuster's observations quite confirmed Mr. 
Lockyer’s theory. 

By my friend Major A. Jj\ Fraser, R.£.« I have just been 
favoured with a copy, which I row inclose to you, of a 
Madras paper, dated September 12, giving not only the frightened 
comments of a dozen different, unpractised observers on the 
gr<m sun, seen morning and evening over the south-east of 1 
India during the two or three previous days, but also the spectro¬ 
scopic explanation thereof by Rev. Prof. Michie Smith, which 
is so good that you may perhaps think well to introduce it into 
your columns. 

The case too is further worth notice here, as an example of 
the occasional powers of the rain band spectroscope over and 
above the wet and dry bulb thermometerr, to tell us what is in 
the upper air now and Will visit us soon below. For on those 
days when the greenness of the sun was undoubtedly due to 
being seen through strata of atmosphere inordinately charged 
with watery vapour (much as I set forth in vol. xiv. of Edin¬ 
burgh Astronomical Observations,” was the cose >o eminently at 
Palermo in 187a), the air in contact with the da eliings of man 
was dry. 

It has been so too for a considerable time, as testified by Mr. 
Pogson nt the Madras Observatory, both by his daily hygro- 
metric observations, and by his record of rainfall for the year 
being behind the usual quantity by about a third of the whole. 
Fr^m this circumstance apparently, “some of tin learned old 
men,” but knowing nothing of spectroscopy, in that locality, 
needlessly afflicted themselves and their neighbours also, by 
proclaiming that the green sun, in place of being a sign of good 
times coming^ 11 was a bad omen for the country, and would 
bring a famine* this year,” 

But though there was still a drought at Madron, the same 
paper involuntarily reports that abundant rain had begun to fall 
further away to the south and w est, or to the extent, at Travan- 
eore, of 5*91 inches, and at Malabar of 10 14 inches, in one 
week. C. Piazzi Smyth 


hour after sunset; whereas under ordinary condition* all trace* 
of colour leave the sky in this latitude wkhlafcalf an hour a^Cr 
the tun disappear*. At night the moon, }u*t past the first quar¬ 
ter was surrounded by a pale greenish hilo some 
in breadth. 

After sunset I observed a peculiar appearance in the ham 
w hich covered the sky. It was not of sufficient density to be At 
all visible, except where It reflected the direct rays of the sun. 
There It had a singular mottled appearance, with a smoky look 
along the borders of the denser portions, suggesting clouds of 
smoke or dust in the upper regions of the atmosphere. 

Of ccur*e the question which every one is asking now ia, 
What caused the green light ? very lew, so far as I have teamed, 
having noticed anything else. The succession of colours which 
I have mentioned, occurring exactly in the order of the solar 
spectrum, would seem to indicate beyond a doubt the presence 
of some highly reflecting substance in the atmosphere which 
resol veil the sun's rays into primary colours and gave us hi sue* 
cession, according to the angle of the sun to the horizon, blue, 
green, yellow, orange, and red, the two latter only appearing 
as reflected from the under surface of the haze. On the evening 
of the 13th the sun appeared to be perfectly clear, but after it 
waa below the horizon the western sky was seen to be covered 
with a nmoky haze of a singular appearance, which became 
brilliantly illuminated with yellow, orange, and red In the order 
I have mentioned, counting upward from the horizon. These 
sank one after the other, leaving at last an arc of brilliant red 
along the west, the inner portion of the segment contained by 
the arc being composed of orange. This disappeared in turn, 
and the whole western sky became yellow again without any 
distinct outlines, and this gradually deepened into red, which 
remained for an hour or more after sunset, The latter pheno¬ 
menon was not unlike an ordinary sunset, except in brightness 
and duration. 

But what could the refracting medium be ? The air itself has 
refracting pow er, and so have the minute particles of moisture 
or ice which constitute the ordinary hazy clouds in the upper 
regions of the ^mosphere ; but it would be difficult to say why 
the effects which 1 have described should not be of more fre- 


15, Royal Terrace, Edinburgh, October 9 

Wx have just been having the curious phenomenon of a 
greenish colour in the light of the sun. Letters to the Madras 
papers show that the same thing has been noticed in many other 
parts of Southern India. It is new tome, a* d to every one else 
who has seen it, so far as I have heard. The native .astronomers 
say that there is a planet wholly absorbed in the sun, and that if 
it leaves the sun a green light will appear. Or, according to 
others, if Venus comes in contact with the sun, which, accord¬ 
ing to their calendar*, is the case now, A green light will be Feen. 
Both agree, however, in portending evil to the inhabitants of 
this planet; consequently there has been no little curiosity and 
speculation awakened by this singular appearance, and more or 
lets of uneasiness in the minds of the ignorant and superstitious 
natives. As I am principal of the High School in this place, 
and teacher in a small way of science, they apply to me for the 
scientific solution of the mystery ; but, farther than a mere con¬ 
jecture, I have to confess myself quite as much in the dork as 


quent occurrence if f roduced by either or both of these causes, 
since they are always present in a greater or less degree, and 
especially as there was apparently nothing unusual in the state 
of the weather at the time. Neithtr would clouds of smoke 
alone produce f-ucli effects as I have mentioned. In my native 
place in the United States where vast tracts of prairie, and 
often of woodland, are burned over every autumn, a smoky 
haze is a common thing at that season of the year. Sometimes 
for days together the haze is so dense as almost to hide the me, 
yet I never heard of any other effect upon the light than this 
obscuring of it, while the sunset* were especially dull and colour¬ 
less. Nor do I see how these phenomena could be referred to 
unusual electrical conditions, for in that ca e they should be 
more common, as electrical Storm* are by no means unusual, I 
have been led, therefore, to wonder if the phenomena may not 
be the result of some fine transparent or sepi-transp&tettt dust 
particles in the upper regions of the atmosphere, which form the 
singular looking haze, and refract the light in the manner 1 have 
described, and whether the whole may not be traceable to the 


the rest. 

Doubtless others of your correspondents have noticed the same 
thing, and my description may be superfluous ; yet I venture to 
give it, as it may at least corroborate the statements of other 
observers. 

My attention was first called to the matter by one of my 
teachers about four o'clock on the afternoon of September to, 
but I learn that the same thing was noticed elsewhere the day 
before. At the time of which I speak X noticed that the light 
from the sun shining into the room through an open w eatern 
door threw a curious pale blue colour on the floor. 1 also 
noticed that it had something of the effect upon colours that is 
commonly seen in coloured lights* On looking out I f&w that 
the sun, which was somewhat dimmed by a haze, had a decidedly 
greenish-blue tinge. The same thing was observed ou the nth 
and tzfcb, both morning and evening; but my ob ervations were 
confined to the ev nines. About four o'clock (at least I did not 
notice it earlier) an indistinct bluish tinge appeared in the light. 
This gradually passed Into a greenish colour, and this in turn 
became tinged with yellow as the urn approached the horizon. 
As the snn sank, bands of smoky haze drifted across its disk. 
After the sun was down, bright yellow, orange, and red ap¬ 
peared in the west, a very deep tied remaining for more than an 


recent volcanic eruptions in Java. 

According to the telegrams, the city cf Batavia wa* darkened 
for thirty-six hours by clouds 1 of dust from the volcano. True, 
we are a long distance from Java here, Ongole being in latitude 
ij‘ 30' N., and longitude S6° & E* But it is well known that 
the smoke and ashes from volcanoes are often carried to immense 
distances, and in this case, if acted upon by the trade winds, they 
would be carried away to the westward, and rising with the 
upward currents might enter the return trades, and $0 be swept 
over Southern India in a north easterly direction—the direction 
of our prevailing winds at this season of the year. However, I 
only venture this solution of the problem an a timid conjectura, 
the truth or faUity of which I have no means of demonstrating. 

Will not some of the readers of Nature who ore better 
informed in regard to such matter* kindly give she tirtlr 
opinions of the phenomena? t should he glad also to know ti 
such effects upon the light as 1 have described have ever >beea 
noticed as the result of the smoke or dust er gases emitted by 
volcanoes, ,j■ 

Another thing which awakened about as much .<wriosky*&d 
speculation in the minds of the notijms w the coloured light aa* 
the large spot now crossing the sun’s disk. 
atmosphere is so clear that even at yuuaet |he Oan fimpei 



NATURE 




viewed with the nuked eye $ hut* being obscured as it was by 
the b*% the spot was d'stiactly visible to alb 
v Ongolr, India, September 14 W, R. Manley 

{Mr, Mauley sends us several letters from the Madras Mail 
On the phenomenon j from there we give the following extract, 
dated September 10 

1 , A. T. M. writes ''* Unlike his usual custom the sun rose this 
morning clothed as it were in bright blue colour, rendering the 
whole horizon and all beneath it of the same hue. The pure, 
colourless river water looked as if it was just let out of an indigo 
vat. Even the green fields with grass and trees about looked 
blue. Out whitewashed house also hod a temporary change of 
colour. This phenomenon lasted from 6 to 10 a.m. 

The same phenomenon seems to have been observed in 
Trinidad on the afternoon of Sunday, September 2. Mr. J. 
Arnold, writing to the Times t gives the following extract from a 
correspondent’s letter from Port of Spain 

** We have been having very curious weather ; last Sunday, 
about five o'clock, the sun looked like a blue globe, and with 
the aid of a small telescope I saw plainly three dark spot* on it. 
After dark we thought there was a fire in the lown from the 
bright rednefs of the heavens.” Mr. Arnold adds? 41 All my 
correspondents agree as to the blue colour, and several seem to 
have noticed the spots. This occurrence, which was held to 
foretell bad weather, took place three days before the cyclone 
that swept Martinique.” 


THE JAVA ERUPTION 

'T'HE following details concerning this catastrophe have been 
sent by Lloyd's agents at Batavia, under date of Sept. 1:— 
“The post week is memorable as having witnessed one of the 
most disastrous and severe volcanic eruptions ever known in the 
Malay Archipelago. Krakatoa has again been the origin of the 
disturbance. On Sunday last, about 4 p.m., a series of detona¬ 
tions were heard proceeding apparently from the south-west. 
Towards night these grew louder, till in the early morning the 
reports and concussions were simply deafening, not to say 
alarming. When day broke the atmosphere to the west had a 
sulphurous"and lurid appearance, and a thin layer of fine white 
ash covered the ground. Towards 9 a.m. the reports died away, 
but about an hour later dark clouds quite obscured the sky and 
the sun, A heavy rain of asher, sulphur, and dust commenced 
to fall, and at 11 a.m. this town was in pitch darkness and 
1 business totaliyfauspcndcd. About twelve o’clock (midday) a large 
wave about seventeen feet in height swept in from the sea, 
causing many prows and small craft to be driven ashore, but 
doing but little damage to the shipping in harbour. This being 
the dry monsoon, the rivers are low at present. The wave, how¬ 
ever, drove an immense volume of water up our rivers, which 
jvuddenly rose so high that the banks at the river mouth were 
flooded and many small crafts stranded. Happily the' wave sub¬ 
sided again suddenly, leaving the rivers almost dry, and about 
one o'clock the rain of ashes subsided and the atmosphere grew 
lighter. Shortly alter a p»m„ however, another wave, largei 
than the first, cin e rolling in from the sea. A few native 
fishermen were drowned by this wave, and two Europeans at 
Oorust also lost thdr lives. At Tandjong Priok the Primus 
WilhAmina was within an ace of stranding, while some small 
crafts and, prows were cost high up on land. No further 
damage, however, oocarred in Batavia. The eruption* however, 
so far as we can learn, has had most fetal and disastrous effects 
att along the south-west coast of Java, and also on the 
south coast of Sumatra. W« shall not probably be in 
possession of full particulars for some days yet, as telegraph 
lines ore damaged and roads destroyed;, but so far we can 
give the following particulars. The Island of Krakatoa, the 
summit of which peak was afioo feet above water level* has 
totally disappeared below the spa, and the neighbouring Island 
Of ftwairinncweg Is split hi five parts. Sixteen new volcanic 
fclsnds have been Wed between Krakatoa and Sibeeie, and 
' in tbeSjrali* of Snnda has (completely changed. 

% fact the Admiral CofeaWdfeig^Chfef has issued a circular 
statingtbat till new soundings have been taken the navigation 
di lie Stwdfe of Snnda is likely to be extremely dangerous. 
A»j$r «hd lighthouse and thei other light* of south-west Java 
all bpi dndrfiWd, The subsidences; and upheavals we 
csw a large wave about iod feet in height to 
aweep down on the southwest coast of Java and south of 
Sumatra, ThU imt swept inland lor agreaf distance, thereby 


doing great injury both to life and property. We are here only 
twelve miles a« ay from one of the points on which the wave 
spent its fury. The whole coastline to the south-west has 
changed its configuration. The inhabitants of the Island of Onrost 
were only saved from the flood which swept over the Island by 
taking refuge on board two steamers. At Merak Government 
establishment the inhabitants took refuge on the knoll, 50 feet 
high, but w ere all swept off and drowned, with the exception of 
one European and two Malays, who were raved. Mauk and 
Kramat, west side of Batavia Roads, have been laid waste, 
and about 300 lives lost In Tjeringin only one home has 
been left standing. Both the native and European officials 
have perished. A rain of mud also fell at the above place, 
which is situated opposite to where Krakatoa Island once lay. 
Anjer seems to have been completely destroyed. Lloyd's sub¬ 
agent (here wires from Strang: * All gone. Plenty lives lost' 
The dry clock at Amsterdam Island Was carried away by the 
wave*, but has since been found stranded in Middleberg Island. 
The Padang steamer, which left here on Sunday, returned 
next day to Anjer, only to find the place in ruins. The captain 
reports that his vessel was in great danger, owing to the erup¬ 
tion from Krakatoa. On bis arrival at Telok Belong, his first 
port of call, the place was found completely destroyed. We 
understand that it has been submerged, but are not yet in pos¬ 
session of full particulars. We hear that on Monday the whole 
of West Java, as far as Banding, was shrouded in darkness and 
covered by ash rains. A telegram just in informs us that the 
explosions from Krakatoa were heard at Dell (Sumatra), which 
place is opposite Penang. The Government here, we under¬ 
stand, in the interest of shipping, are sending out steamers to 
cruise at either end of the Straits of Sunda, to warn vessels to 
observe caution while passing the Straits, as charts are no longer 
reliable. According to latest telegram from Serang we learn 
that in the residence of Tjeringin alone 10,000 lives were calcu¬ 
lated to be lobt. The Padang steamer just in reports that it is 
impossible to approach to the place where Telok Betong once 
wag situated, owing to the sea being filled with pumice stone 
and mud. In some parts of Sumatra Straits the pumice stone is 
seven to eight feet deep.” 

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION 
SECTION C— Geology 

On some Fossil Fish Remains found in the Upper Beds of the 
Yoredale Series at Leyburn, in Yorkshire , by James W. Davis, 
F.G.S.—The red limestone forms the upper part of the main 
limestone of Phillip?, being separated from it by only one foot 
of shale or plate. It is about 100 feet below the millstone grits, 
the intermediate beds being composed of grits and shales with 
one bed of limestone about 16 or 18 feet thick. A peculiar 
aggregation of fish remains has been discovered in the red beds 
by Mr. Wm, Horne of Ley burn, They comprise nearly forty 
species, the majority of which are peculiar to the beds; others 
like Cloutodus and Pttahdus are common to the Mountain Lime¬ 
stone, and do not appear to differ either* in size or otherwise 
from those of the lower massive limestone. The representatives 
of the genera Psamodus, Cockliodus , and Polyrhi%odus % which 
are found abundantly in the lower limestone, and are of great 
size and importance, are in this locality comparatively small and 
rare, and appear to indicate that the fishes they represent were 
gradually becoming extinct. Thdr representatives are not known 
to occur In the superimposed Millstone Grit* either in this 
locality or any other. There are in addition species of Mtga- 
tiththys and Pleurodus t which ore characteristic of the cool 
measures. The presence of so varied a fauna naturally leads to 
the inference that the circumstances under which they existed 
were not those usually characteristic of the aggregation of lime¬ 
stones, but rather indicate a shallow or shore deposit with occa¬ 
sional influxes of fresh water. MegaUckthys and Pkurodus are 
fishes which in the coal measures probably lived in fresh or 
brackUh water $ and though (hey may have been adapted to 
exist in marine condi flans, the occurrence of beds of sand and 
shale intcrcakted with the thin limestones of the Yoredales 
evidently shows the proximity of land, and it is probable that 
they were carried to {heir present position by rivers, and there 
deposited with the marine forms with which they are associated. 
*nie supposition that the water was ffrackish may account for 

Acspmlvrttich^h l^w *^* 
TkagremfisW -whose remains are found ia the lower llgc. 
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M OM* »p«sscnted by Cteweanthms, Orthaconthus, and others t 
ace*Ueat,tbe only species hitherto found being: those of the 
carious Chd&canthus nod Physonemus t 

Qudhe Occurrence of the Remains of Labyrinthodonts in the 
Yottodaie Rocks of Wensleyhlale, by Junes W. Davis, F.S.A., 
KO.S.—Some bones of the leg of * Labyrinthodont were dis¬ 
covered by Mr. Horne -and described by Prof. L. C. Miall in 
the Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society, vol. xxx, p. 775. 
They were found in a dark^caloured flagrock above the Harroby 
Quarry, which also extends with an easterly dip to the Harrnby 
railway cutting. The same flagrock is also found behind Ley- 
bum and the Shawl, and in that locality it has been extensively 
quarried. In addition to the leg-bones already mentioned, 
others.have been found in the same flagrock, but separated by 
considerable distance-, so that it is not probable that they be¬ 
longed to the same Labyrinthodont. In the railway cutting a 
portion of a cranium was found. It is 1*9 inch in length mid 
1*4 in breadth. A number of sutures, not very well defined, 
seem to indicate that the bone constituted the back part of the 
skulk The third specimen was fouud in the quarries beyond 
the Shawl north-west of Ley burn, and exhibits casts 01 the 
jaws of another Labyrinthodont. Each ramus is about three 
inches in length ; they have been disturbed arid displaced. The 
external surface of the jaws was ornamented with a reticulated 
arrangement of tubercles, an impression of which is preserved 
in the specimen. Along die margin of the impression of the 
alveolar portion of one of the rami there Is a series of impres¬ 
sion# which appear to have been caused by small pointed 
teeth. 

Section across the 7'rias recently exposed by a Railway Ex* 
carnation in Liverpool, by G. H. Morton, F.G.S.—During the 
last eight years a very important section of the Triassic strata 
haa been exposed in Liverpool, by excavations for widening the 
line of the London aud North-Western Hailway Company. The 
section presents a solid mass of sandstone on both sides of the 
new railway cutting from Lime Street Station to Edge Mill Sta¬ 
tion, a distance of 2300 yards from east to west. The height 
of the rock on each side varies. The strata exposed belong to 
the Keuper and Hunter formations. The Pebble Beds of the 
Buntcr crop out for 914 yards along the east of the cutting, but 
do not contain any marl partings, and not a single pebble oF any 
kind has been noticed. Only two faults occur along the whole 
length of the Pebble Beds exposed, and they are of very little 
importance. The subdivision ends at Smithdown Lane, where 
there is a fault with a downthrow to the west, which brings in 
the upper mottled sandstone, the highest member of the Banter 
formation, where it is not represented on the map of the Geo¬ 
logical Survey, or the fault recorded. The Upper Mottled is a 
fine-grained, soft, bright red sandstone with grey streaks, and as 
it readily crumbles into sand is never hard enough for building 
purposes. It crops out,-to the west from Smithdown Lane to 
University College, when a fault throws down the strata about 
600 feet and brings in the Keuper sandstone, which is 400 feet 
thick, and interstratified with thin beds of marl. The highest 
beds of the Keuper .are at the College; lower strata containing 
the beds of marl crop out from beneath, and are thrown down 
to the west by fault# three times in succession, when the base¬ 
ment beds crop up in Lime Street Station. The section shows 
that all the faults throw down the strata to the west and bring in 
higher beds in that direction. It also shows the exact position 
of the fault between the Bun ter and Keuper formations, which I 
was not known before. The position of the Keuper, as a 
wedge-shaped mau of sandstone, with the Bunter formation 
faulted against it on the east and west, is of great local interest, 
and it is easy to understand how the succession of the strata has 
not been satisfactorily explained before in the absence of any 
such a continuous section a# that described. The remarkable 
absence of faults in the pebble-beds has an important bearing 
on the construction of the Mersey Tunnel, which will have to 
be corned through these beds along its entire length* The 
section shows that while faults are numerous in tbs Keuper sand¬ 
stone, which was frequently fractured during subsidence into a 
depression, the pebble-beds are very little faulted. A few days 
ago, when under the Mersey, I did not find a single fault either 
in the tunnel or in the heeding beneath. I 

Recent Opinions on the Loess Deposits of the Valley of the 
Mine as Evidence ofgL u Croat Post-Glacial Floodf by Mark 
Stomp, F.G.S,, adveBwy criticises recent opinions of Mr. H. i 
H, Howorth, F.S.A., as to the mammoth ip several of the 
superficial deposits proving* “greatPoet-Glacial flood.'* The 
facto connected with the loess deposits of the Rhine Val* I 


ley ore not consistent with the taq tatan «tai <tan% 
Mr. Howorth, nor is the assumption that tae material ©f ffee 
loess were .derived from volcanic mttdetmaims tat oat :fcy die 
evidence. The author considers Mr, Howorth has fitted to 
prove his postulate that not only the extinction of the mammoth 
but the existence of several superficial or Post-GlamaJ . de¬ 
posits were due u to a sudden catastrophe involving.a great 
diluvial movement which extended over the huger part df tbe 
northern hemisphere, aud accompanied by an equally sudden 
and violent change of climate/' and the author considers the 
whole of the evidence adduced by Mr. Howorth as unsound and 
inconclusive. He regards Mr. floworth's attempt to resusci¬ 
tate some of the obsolete doctrines of Cutfer and Buckland as 
a retrograde movement in the history of geology* 

Master Divisions of the Tertiary Period, by Prof* Boyd 
Dawkins.—The classification of the Tertiary locks sketched 
out some fifty years ago and since then altered in no important 
degree is out T>f harmony with our present knowledge, and the 
■definitions of the series of event* which took place in it has 
been greatly modified by the process of discovery in various 
parts of the world, The terms Eocene, Miocene, and Plio¬ 
cene no longer express the idea of percentages of living species 
of fossil mollusca upon which they were founded, and Post- 
Tertiary, Quaternary, and Recent are founded on the assumed 
existence of a great break comparable to that separating the 
Secondary from the Primary or Tertiary periods which is now 
known not to exist. The author proposed a classification of 
the Tertiary period in Europe, by an appeal to the land mam¬ 
malia, and since that time his definition has been found to 
apply equally well to the Tertiaries of Asia and the Americas 
and to tbe late Tertiaries of Australia. He stated that the 
forms of life in the rocks have changed at a very variable rate, 
and in direct proportion to their complexity of organisation, 
the lower and simpler having an enormous range, while tbe 
higher and more complex have a much narrower range and 
ar<? more easily affected by the change in their environment. 

On a Boulder from the Chloritic Marl of Ashmell, Herts, by 
H. G. Fordham.—Boulders found in these marls, in the so- 
called coprolite workings in Cambridgeshire and the neigh¬ 
bouring counties, are usually little more than pebbles, The boulder 
now described measures 12 X 9i X 5i inches. It is somewhat 
triangular in general form, and is much rounded and worn. The 
material, according to Prof. Bonney, is a quartz-felsite. Tbe 
author attributes its origin to its being brought to its present 
position by floating ice. 

Preliminary Note on the Further Discovery of Vertebrate Foot* 
prints in the Pmrith Sandstone, by G. V. Smith.—The speci¬ 
mens were obtained from a Quarry opened out by the Settle and 
Carlisle Railway, situated on the slope of tbe hill, north of the 
highway from Penrith t > Alston, and about three aud a half 
miles from Penrith, the sandstone is strongly current bedded, 
and is largely used for building purposes j these sandstones are 
older than the magnesian limestone. The impressions indicate 
several distinct forms of vertebrates* 

On a Supposed Case of Metamorphism m an Alpine Rock if 
Carboniferous Age, by Prof. T. G. Bonney, M. A., F.R.S.—At 
the base of the Carbamferou# series fat *0me part* of the Western 
Alps is a conglomerate called the Poudingut de Val Orsine, the 
matrix of which abounds In mica, and is supposed by same gen* 
lpgists to exhibit true foliation* In the Alps there u always an 
abrupt transition from the comparatively unmetaorptaed rock* 
of known geological age to the true schist* and gnefcwea of un¬ 
known but certainly fiur greater antiquity, and nothing iWt 
of the dearest proof would justify us in considering any of these 
crystallised foliated rocks as altered Devonian or Silurian, tan 
though tbe latter term be used in it* mo# extended aenae. 

On the Geological Age of ike North Atlantic Ocean, by Jfirbf, 
Edward Hull, LL/D., F.R.S., Ac*; Director of the Gabtata 
Survey of Ireland.—In thk paper dm author made use three 
hading formation* as footers m Ms inquiry, via* the Arttadn 
(or Laurentitn), the Sltariah (chiefly die L?w«r tad 

the Carboniferous. Heconriderithatthroughout the Artaau, 
or Lauren tian, tbe Lower Mortal, and die 
epochs, the regions of North America, on the ta 
the British fries and Western Europe were, attagdi taw# 
iaqpptrt of the North Athurticorfi tasted #s ;•*—*—*••*-— 
the warte of which fiscs* great fotattatsfcad - 
and lie that if tah tae the *att, tfce i , 
permanency of oceans and ’Aetata'^ 
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F,G.£.~TbMsubj«t it brought forward for discussion both m 
having «, special local interest: and on account of the inter* 
^uUJkMaal inaf>ark&sac« of the subject in view of the Berlin Con* 
gresa next year, and the progress of the geological map of 
Europe* The author* referring to previous papers in the Geolo* 
gicmlAicgcudm during the year xS$ 3 , in which strong reasons 
were riven for abandoning the threefold division of the so-called 
Permian system, and to the discussions raised in the same perio- 
#i§ 4 ■ maintains that the “Permian system" of Murchison, 
which represents the group of strata as marked by three stages, 
is inapplicable to theTEnglish rocks of Post-Carboniferous age. 
The term “Permian r * has only a local and subordinate value, 
and scarcely applies even to the whole Russian area in which 
these strata are developed, He considers that the application of 
the “ Permian system," as propounded by Murchison, to the 
Post-Carbon if crons rocks of Central Europe is no longer tenable, 
any more than is its application to the British series, as the 
author has shown else where. 

On the Coloration of some Sands, and the Cementation of 
Siliceous Sandstones, By the Rev. A. Irving, B.A,—In the 
first part of this paper attention is drawn to the occurrence of 
certain green -coloured sands which are frequently met with 
below the peaty layers, at the heads of the small valleys, in the 
Upper Bagshot sands. The local and exceptional nature of 
these green deposits, and their relation to the decomposing 
vegetal matter which has overlain them for a long period of 
time, suggest the connection of the green colour with the de¬ 
composition of vegetation. Chemical analysis of these sands 
shows that the green colour in no way connected with any 
of the ordinary green minerals which enter into the formation 
of rocks, but reveals the organic origin of the colouring matter. 
In the second part of the paper attention is drawn to some 
recent investigations by the author of the origin of the siliceous 
cementing material of the f-arsen stones. 

Note on the Nagel Fine of the Rigi and Rossherg. By Prof. 
T. G. Bonney, M.A., F.R.S.—The author called attention to 
the following points in regard to the conglomerate of these 
mountains;—(i) That the pebbles were not seldom indented 
bv mutual pressure; {2) that the pebbles in this district con¬ 
st* ted mainly of grits and limestones from the Secondary and 
perhaps early Tertiary series of the Alps, with a variable amount 
of a redd Hi granite (of whose locality he nas ignorant). He 
considers there was a close analogy between the Bunter com 
glomerate and the nagel flue, the former also resembling the 
British Old Red Sambtone, and a part of the Calciferous sand¬ 
stone series in Scotland. As these three were admittedly fresh¬ 
water deposits, he argued that the Hunter series (the parts of 
which bad some resemblance to the ordinary molas$e) should he 
reckoned among the true fluviatile or fluvio-lacustrine deposits. 

Notes on Geological Sections •within Forty Miles' Radius of Sou th* 
post* ByC. E. De Ranee, F.G.S.—'The sections in Silurian 
Works of the Lake District and North Wales within the radius 
UTS described, also those in the Carboniferous limestone, coal 
measures, Permian, and the Trhwsic rocks, especially the 
Kemper sandstones and work around Southport. The sections 
in the glacial drift of West Lancashire ana Cheshire are men¬ 
tioned, and the sequence and character of the overlying post¬ 
glacial beds, Southport i> built upon blown sand resting on 
prat, which k 79 feet below- the surface at the sea-coast, rising 
inland to the surface; the whole series rests on the Keuper 
marls* which have been bored into to a depth of 187 yards at 
theFoIace Hotel, Birkdak, without finding the ba*e. Frsg- 
meuU of gypsum and pseudomwpkoitg crystals of salt occurred 
in the baring* The section in the Mersey tunnel, now jn course 
of eweetfon, was alluded to, 

tfto the Prt&mhrfa* Igneous Roth of St, Davids, by 
Feed* J. F. Blake, M.A., F. G.S*—The rocks below the 
Cambrian conglomerate have been described by Dr, Hicks 
M bedded rocks belonging to three distinct periods. The 
same wte have been recently asserted by Dr, Grikie to be 
partly Cambrian oad partly intrusive. The author contends 
mx Hk»y are Pre-Cambrian in age* but form a. very complete 
scries* which my well be designated the Dimerian. 
TbebosU <rf the series i*th* Dhteetinm granitiv serving as the 
■ - com \ Thb Is surrounded by the mom arid reeks,, as 'the quarts* 
idmm-mi tfo fdsptt porphyries (the so^eaUed Antonian), and 
, 'to* outlyrngporuon* consist of very varying materials, 
or sggkunerato broccim—on the side 
d^bedd^ WA m the north ride many basic 

T%earv rifo*so-balled * MUta* The arrange- 
% - mw* er* these* rusks shows the choracterhte irregularity of 


volcanic rocks, and though many portions ere bedded, they have 
no dominant strike over the whole district The Cambrian 
series commencing with the conglomerates is quite independent 
and hangs together as a whole. In no case can a continuous 
passage be proved from foe one series to the other; the junction 
is in most cases a faulted one, and at the places where this is not 
so, tile conglomerate lies on different beds of the volcanic series. 

Oh a Coral Atoll on the Shore Line at Arvighnd, mar Dum* 
fries, Scotland, by James Thomson, describes a band of Cor* 
boniferous limestone, with corals of several genera, which 
form seventeen coral reefs, extending through a depth of 
400 feet of strata. 

On the Former Physical Condition of Glendale , Northumber* 
land , by G. P. Hughes, describes the River Till, as once kiting 
this valley, and forming a lake, on the site of which occur3 peat, 
forest beds, grey clays, with Bos urns, Cervus mcgaceros, and 
red stag, and gravels, resting on boulder clay. 

Additional Notes on Anthracosaurus Edges, by W. H. Biuly, 
describes a large Saura-Batrachian from the lower coal measures, 
Jarrow Colliery, near Castlecomer, co, Kilkenny. 

On Basctlt apparently overlying Post-Glacial Beds , co. Antrim, 
by W. T. Knowles, describes a mass of basalt twenty yards 
in length, lying on sands and gravels; probably is a glacial 
erratic. 

On the Geological Relatives and Mode of Preservation of 
Eoz(/on Canadensc, by Principal Dawson,—- The oldest known 
formation in Canada is the Ottawa gneiss, or fundamental 
gneiss, a mass of great but unknown thickness and of vast area, 
consisting entirely of orthoclase gneiss imperfectly bedded, and 
destitute of limestones, quartrites, or other rocks, which might 
be supposed to indicate the presence of land surfaces and ordi¬ 
nary aqueous deposition. It constitutes the Lower Laurentian 
of Logan, and may be regarded either as a portion of the earth’s 
original crust, or as a deposit thereon by aqueo-igneous agency, 
and without any evidence of derivative deposits. Succeeding it 
is a formation of very different character, though still belonging 
to the Lower Laurentian of Logan. It may be named the 
Glenvillc series, and includes beds of limestone, quartzite, tin 
ore, graphitic and hornblendic schists, with local beds of 
pebbles; it is in one of these great limestones that Eoroon 
occurs. The Grenville series give distinct evidence of ordinary 
atmospheric erosion of the older rocks, and of ordinary aqueous 
as well as organic deposition. The author hopes to exhibit 
specimens, now in the McGill University, to the Association, 

On the Topography and Geology of the Troad , by T, S. Differ, 
—The Liparites are older than the Andesites, rocks that arc 
probably pre-Cambrian from the base of the older sedimentary 
rocks, which are much altered and often highly crystalline. The 
more sedimentary rocks arc also partially crystalline; they are 
less important in determining the physical geography. Positions 
of streams have varied much, but the coast-line has probably 
chanced little since the days of Troy, Mount Ida is an anti¬ 
clinal with a very short axis, and is almost a dome, the summit 
of which has been denuded. 

SECTION D— -Biology 
. Department of Zoology and Botany 

On the Origin and Development of the Rhinoceros Group, by 
Messrs. Scott and Osborne,—The very extensive series of Tertiary 
lake deposits in the north-western United States have afforded 
these gentlemen material for some generalisations on this sub¬ 
ject. Their conclusions are as follows ;—That from the 
Rhinoceros group of the Middle Eocene there diverge three 
distinct lines* one represented by the forms still living in the 
Old World, the other two exclusively American tad extinct. 
The Bret of these lines is continued into the Upper Eocene 
formation by the genus Amynoden. In this form the rhino- 
cerotic features of the skull ore slightly more marked ; the lower 
canines are somewhat more procumbent and have caused the 
atrophy of the lower incisors, The digits are four in the mantis 
and three hi the pe& In the Lower Miocene follows the genus 
Acerftlheriusn* which, retaining the number of digits found in 
Amynodon and manyloph*dont skeletal characters, is yet an 
unmistakable rhinoceros. From Aceratherium, again, we get 
two diverging hues/ otte belonging to the Old Wai^tb* ether 
to tb* teteiv Thete author* think that veryptoMdy Accra* 
thorium originated in America, and migrated to, Aria toeotly 
Iftfototte times, in the Old World it gave rite to fta hwrtwd 
teritedf gentm, probably beginning, as 
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Ceratorhinus. In America are found a number of large rhinoceroses 
in the Loup Fork deposits of the River Platte* which are variously 
designated as Uppermost Miocene and Oldest PEocene. These 
have left no successors unless P. ittenius of Le Gros should turn 
out to be an Aphelop#. In brief, the rhinoceros line branched 
off from the Lophiodontidae in America during the Middle 
Eocene, in early Miocene times the genus Aceratherium 
migrated to the Old World, and there gave rise to the horned 
genera, which still live there, as well as the larger species 
which became extinct in the Post-Pliocene. The second, line 
mentioned is represented by the curious genus Diceratheriuus* 
The third line is that of Hyracodon, small hornless animals of 
the Miocene. This retains the hill set of incisors and canines in 
both jaws, but with rhinoceros-like premolars and molars. 
Many lophidont characters are still retained, 

The Polymorphism of Alcvonaria, by Prof. Marshall.—The 
author directed attention to the occurrence of tentacuUtO'Eooids 
In two members of the group Pennatubdte—the first the variety 
of Pennatula pkospkorta, known as aculeate, and the second a 
new species of Umbel Ida, U. gracilis , obtained in the Faroe 
Channel during the Triton dredging expedition in 1882. In the 
first case the tentacle^, which vary from one to five in number, 
are fused together to form a conical spine strengthened by very 
stout calcareous spicules, and projecting a considerable distance 
beyond the mouth. In the ca^e of U. gracilis the tentacle is 
single, and differs from that of all other pennatulid rooida in 
presenting a fringe of pinnules along each side identical with 
those of the typical polyps. The morphological importance of 
this unttentacular condition was discussed at some length, the 
single tentacle being thown to have constant anatomical relations 
and to correspond to the single tentacle present in the young 
embryos of Actinia mcscmbryanthenivm. In conclusion, argu¬ 
ments were adduced against Prof, Kolliker’s statement that 
Umbellula is one of the more primitive genera of Pennatulkice. 

The Differences between the Males and Females of the Pearly 
Nautilus, by Mr. A, G. Bourne, B.Sc.—The author bases Jus 
observations upon the dissection of two specimens, male and 
female respectively—both adult and well preserved—of N. pent- 
pilius obtained by Prof. Lank eater for the museum at University 
College, and a specimen of N. maeromphalus placed in his 
hands for examination by Prof. Hubrecht, of Utrecht Univer¬ 
sity. The author regards the tentacular lobes as homologous 
with the arms of a fiihranch, while the tentacles probably re¬ 
present the suckers, this view, which has already gained con¬ 
siderable ground, receiving very strong support from the 
hectocotylised condition which the author describes, Eijjht 
tentacular lobes may be recognised, four internal, two superior, 
and two inferior, the latter two l^eing fused together, and four 
external, the two superior being fueed to form the “hood,” and 
the two inferior completing the external ring. Jn the male four 
tentacles of the left superior internal lobe become hectocotylised, 
while the corresponding four upon the opposite side exhibit an 
exactly similar modified condition, though in a very slight degree, 
forming a most interesting example of a '♦rudimentary organ. ” 
In the male the inferior internal lobes are present in a very much 
reduced condition. 

Budding in Polysea, by Prof. Haddon.—This anthor asserted 
that according to most observers the buds in cctoproctous 
Pclyaoa are derived solely from the endocyst, or according to 
Joliet, from the endosarc (funicular tissue), Jt is possible that 
a combination of these views may be the more correct, since the 
development of the bud Itself appears to prove that several 
distinct tissues are implicated, and that as a matter of fact all the 
three embryological layers are concerned in this process. 

On a Young Specimen of the Grey Seal (//, gryphus) from Bos- 
mstle, Cornwall, by Prof. Lonkesten—Prof. I^nkester had 
the good fortune to find a specimen of Ih U seal at the above 
place about a fortnight ago. Me carried it about a quarter of a 
mile to a more sheltered place, but found It in the ordinal place 
the next morning. As the specimen was not more than twenty- 
four hours old, u as very weak, and could not swim, it is very 
probable that the mother had carried it during the night. The 
animal was taken and fed on milk ; he was sent to the Zoological 
Gardens, and when last heard of was doing well. Mr. CordeaUx 
said it w as extremely interesting that this specimen had been 
found, as previously it had not been seen so far south. Prof. 
Moseley remarked feat the dislike of young seals to the water 
had wobably some connection with their descent from ancestors 
which inhabited the land quite as much as the water. 

On Wool Plugs and Fertilised Fluids by Mr, Duncan 
Matthews.—This paper describes In detail a series cf expert 


rnents undertaken with the object of testitig the filtering action of 
cotton wool plugs upon the. atmosphere, mid the consequent 
possibility of permanently preserving fluid* sterilised hr flasks 
plugged with wool. The author found, after a long aeries of 
experiments, that sprayed water cany rag germs could pass 
through wool plugs as well as between it and the glass, when an 
inward current was produced by the cooling of the flask. He 
therefore sees no reason why air should not m the same manner 
carry germs through or alongside the wool. As an experimental 
fact, he found this to be so tn a very large percentage of his 
experiments. All the experiments related to one kina of bac¬ 
terium, the hay-bacillus. 

The President then introduced the next four papers, which all 
related to various phases of the germ-theory* by a few remark* 
on bacteria. Micrococcus, bacillus, spiroeenmte, spirillum, and 
leptothrix were briefly spoken of, and the terms saprogenous, 
cromogenous. pnd pathogenous explained$ the first of these 
papers was then read. 

On the Germ Theory of Disease from a Natural History Point 
of View, by Dr. Carpenter.—Dr. Carpenter stated that many of 
the existing genera and species of animals and plants were 
altogether uncertain, that as fresh knowledge was gained, so it 
was found necessary to modify our accepted views; this espe¬ 
cially holds good with genera which have great power of 
adapting themselves to various circumstances, and which con¬ 
sequently produce numerous variations. This power of modifi¬ 
cation, the author stated, was much more marked in the lower 
than in the higher forms of either kingdom, and was especially 
found in bacteria. The author then cited the case of the germ 
producing smallpox, in which he stated the germ had undergone 
such a modification, that whereas two centuries ago the disease 
was very severe, and known as "black-pox," it now existed 
only as a mild disease. During the last siege of Paris, however, 
the conditions were such that the germ reverted to its original 
form, and produced the same severe disease as two centuries ago* 
Many facts were brought forward to confirm this view. 

On some Cell Contents in Coffee and other Plants, by Marshall 
Ward.--The author has for some lime past been engaged in re¬ 
searches among the fungi, particularly those which attack living 
plants; and his attention was necessarily directed to cell contents 
of the host plants; among others the cells of Coffta, Cinchona, 
Pavetta, and Cantkium , and one or two cryptogams have re¬ 
ceived special attention. The present paper refers particularly 
to one class of bodies found in the cells of the cultivated species 
of Ceffect — C. arobica, C. liberica, &c. Certain fatty bodies, mixed 
with pro'eids, found in the endosperm, are traced into the em¬ 
bryo and seedling, and tbeir reactions and changes noticed, In 
the leaves, cortex, and other soft part* of the mature plant are 
found "fat-bodies,” under circumstances which compel the 
author to conclude that they are the result of constructive 
activity, and not products of destructive metabolism. These 
" fat-bodies” consist of varying mixtures cf fats and other sub¬ 
stance*, probably, in part, protetd, and show considerable simi¬ 
larity to the fatty masses of the endosperm. Details are given 
of their reactions and changes, and the author believes that they 
represent temporary stores, to be worked up further in the con¬ 
struction of higher bodies. 

On the Closed Condition of the Seed Vessel in Angios/erms, 
by Alexander S. Wilson, M.A-* B.Sc.—Flowering plants 
may be divided into two elites**, according as their seeds are 
contained within a closed seed vessel, or are exposed without 
any such covering. The former, having their seed* included in 
a pod or pistil, are called Angfosperms or cover-seeded; and 
the latter, on account of their naked seeds, Gymnosperros. The 
Angiosperros, which form by far the more important division, 
embrace most of the common plants which make up the bulk of 
our flora, and ere universally regarded as the more highly 
organised of the two. Corresponding to the lower degree of 
organisation, Gymnosperms (yew, cypress, fir, Ac.) appear 
earlier in the geological strata, and are largely represented fa a 
fossil state. Th e pod of an Angiospenn, sudh as that of ft wall¬ 
flower, is composed of metamorphosed leaves termed carpels* 
In nearly every instance these leaves aw so united as to form m 
completely closed caw enveloping the young seed*. - At first 
right it would Ttem *1 if the presence of wick a eovering wwro 
a disadvantage, for before the youim seeds movulee can uM&op 
to maturity they require to be fertilised, the proem* W ^ 
tiltatfon is effected by the agency of pollen duat^ wfrfah fa 
brought to the flower either by fed wind orbyfeweits vfefafag.. 
the flower in search of hooey. Mow in fed 
sperms, where the seeds are exposed ujamreered,1hi*|k^an 
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if, blown by the wind# simply alights cm the surface of the seed 
and fertilises it directly, In plants with covered seeds, on the 
other hand, the pollen cannot gain direct access to the ovules, 
but can only fall on the surface of the envelope formed by the car- 
pelkry leavesi This covering has to be penetrated before fer¬ 
tilisation of the seeds can be effected. Tor this purpose several 
adaptations of tissue?, fnodideations of structure?, and changes 
in the position of the ovules are rendered necessary, all of which 
might easily be dispersed with were the scads exposed as they 
are In Gymnusperms. It can hardly be supposed that all this 
specialisation, whereby the process of fertilisation so simply 
performed in Gyranosperms becomes complicated by being 
broken up into numerous subsidiary process;?, should be called 
into play unless some very important end were to be attained by 
the presence of a completely closed pistil. What then is the r6U 
of the pistil ? The young seeds are the most vital parts of the 
vegetable organism. Composed of delicate cell?, containing 
rnach nitrogen and phosphorus, they may be said to constitute 
the chemical and physiological wealth of the plant. On this 
account they must be carefully guarded from any external influ¬ 
ence that would degrade their chemical constitution or lead to a 
misappropriation of the nutritious matters they contain. Now 
it b well known that the leaves and stems of nearly all plants 
ore subject to the attacks of parasitic fungi. The spores of 
these parasites germinate on the leaves of the plant on which 
they alight, and appropriate its juices to their own use, as, for 
example, in the case of the fungus which occasions the potato 
disease. All kinds of mould?, putrefaction, and fermentation 
arc in like manner produced by the development of spores 
falling frsm the atmosphere which have found a favourable soil 
for their growth. Now a more suitable pabulum or nidus for 
the growth of mould germs can hardly be imagined than that 
which would be afforded by the immature ovules, seeing that 
in them is collected a large amount of easily assimilable 
matter destined for the nutrition of the embryonic plant. 
There can be little doubt then that the disadvantages which 
the pistil brings with it, and the higher organisation thereby 
entailed, are more than compensated for by the security 
which it gives against the entrance of fungus spores. The 
pea pod is in fact the counterpart of the hermetically sealed 
or stoppered flask*, in which Tyndal and l J a>teur performed 
their well known experiments on the preservation of organic 
fluids, against putrefactive changes. These observers found that 
it was posable to preserve beef tea or other organic infusion 
for any length of time, provided no air was admitted to the 
fla&k, or if care were taken to filter the air from all organic 
germs by passing It through cotton wool, &c., before allowing 
it to have access to the infusion. The pistil of a flower then 
may be regarded as analogous to the flank in these experiments. 
The loose cellular substance of the style, and the acid secretion 
on the stigma, may in like manner serve to filter the air before 
it reechos the ovules, contained within the ovary. At any rate 
the air must pass through the substance of the carpels before it 
con reach the ovules. 1 When this fact is viewed in connection 
with the experiments of Van Tiegbem, which show how difficult 
it Is to effect the direct fertilisation of ovules with pollen, owing 
to the constant appearance of microscopic fungi, a new light is 
thrown on a vast number, of vegetable and animal structure?. 
The same principle operates not only among phanerogam?, but 
even among the cryptogams; nor could a principle of such 
general application in the vegetable world have failed to play 
on important part in the amrnal kingdom. It is remarkable 
then to find that within the cup of the commonest wild flower 
we have the results of meant scientific research anticipated, the 
benefits of the antiseptic system as completely secured as by 
modern scugery, and a parallel between nature end art which 
agrees even to the minutest detail. 
finrt&fasmic Mndy in the Florideee, by Thomas Hick, 
B.Sc.^The author hoe made on extensive series of 
observations on a large number of species belonging to the more 
important genera of Floridcm, with special reference to the 
* eputetion of protoplasmic continuity, He finds in all the 
sjtecfes examined that there is subh a continuity, and that 
of the clearest and most definite character. In the simpler 
msotetttoto typev euch as PetroceUs manta end CalU* 
tfatorthm Roum, the protoplasm of each cell is united 
with the fttotoplaim ofcomiguoua ceils by mean? of a 
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fine protoplasmic thread. This obtains throughout the whole 
plant. In the more complex types, such as CalUikamnion 
roseum , C, arbuscula, and C. Utragonum, the arrangements for 
continuity are of a more elaborate character. The contents of 
the axial cells are not only united with one another, but also 
with those of the cortical cells, however numerous these may be. 
The cortical cells also display continuity inter se. Ptilo'.a elegans 
is a most instructive form, as here the connective threads may be 
easily traced from the tips of the ultimate branchlets to the base 
of the stipes of the frond. As the threads become older, they 
increase in thickness, thus showing that they are not merely 
temporary or effete structures. On the stouter connecting cords 
a sort of ring or collar is developed at about the middle point, and 
over this is stretched, in some eases, a delicate diaphragm. The 
behaviour of both ring and diaphragm when treated with micro¬ 
chemical reagents, is similar to that of the ordinary protoplasm. 

On Peripatus , by Adam Sedgwick.—Mr. Sedgwick snowed 
living specimens of this animal, and briefly described them. 

Some newly-discovered Localities of the Rare Slug 7 'es Cacti la 
hallo to idea, by E. J. Lowe, F.R.S.—This rare and hitherto ex¬ 
tremely local nest-eating slug has recently been found in various 
places in Monmouthshire and South Wales. Shirecester Hall, 
Shirenewton Village, Tattou Court, Hardwick, Chepstow, 
Cardiff, and various other places, were mentioned os producing 
more or less abundant quantities of this interesting creature. 

Department of Anatomy and Physiology 

On the Relations of Protoplasm and Cell-wall in the Vegetable 
Cell , by F. O. Bower.—After tracing the history of this subject, 
it was concluded that it has now been demonstrated with as 
much certainty as is possible by the use of microchemical and 
staining reagents, that in certain cases, the number of which is 
now constantly being increased, there is a direct connection 
bttween the protoplasmic bodies on opposite sides of cell-walls, 
and that this connection is established by means of fine strings of 
protoplasm which, in the cases observed, run nearly trans¬ 
versely through the walls. The question remains whether this is 
the only mode of permeation of the cell-wall by protoplasm. 
The author could not accept it as proved as yet that any further 
permeation uf the cell-wall by protoplasm, as a reticulum or 
otherwise, really exists, but he brought forward certain grounds 
for regarding such a oermeation as possible or even probable, 
taking into account chiefly those phenomena observed in free cell* 
walls , in order thereby to avoid any confusion with connecting 
strings, such as those already proved to exist:—l. The strings 
already observed vary greatly in thickness, from the well marked 
to the indistinguishable; thus we have evidence of the existence 
of strings which would probably not have been recognised were it 
not for comparison with other examples. Further, it has been 
shown, in the author’s paper on plasmolysis, that protoplasm 
mew be drawn out into strings so fine as to defy definition even 
by high powers of the microscope; thus there can be no objection 
on the ground of the small size of the hypothetical strings or 
reticulum, a. Those cases in which a perforation of cell-walls 
has been demonstrated are those very cases in which a most 
efficient physiological connection is required. There is no 
reason why a less obvious permeation should be denied where 
the requirements are Ices, but by no means absent. 3. There is 
a priori probability of some form of permeation of cell-wall by 
protoplasm if StrasburgeFs account of the growth of cell walls 
be correct. 4. A strong argument in favour of such general 
permeation of walls by protoplasm is found in the existence of 
important chemical changes in the substance of certain cell-walls 
at points at a considerable distance from the main protoplasmic 
body, formation of entScular substance, wax, flue., which 
differ fundamentally from cellulose, are Insoluble in water, and 
are apparently formed in the wall itself The tendency of recent 
observations u to show more and more olearly how close the con¬ 
nection of protoplasm with the important chemical changes in 
the plant is $ thus it appears probable that protoplasm is present 
in some form or other in the cell-wall* Reasons were also given 
for thinking that the exposure to air is not an important (actor 
in the above changes, these and other considerations show that 
though this ptrMatJhtt of the wall cannot be accepted as proved 
as yet in any one case* still the subject deserves more dole 
attention than it has yet received, while it may be expected 
thatth* application of new methods may produce definiteresuha 
bearing on this wey important question, 

On pAe Oamrrence ef Chlorophyll in Animals, by C. A. 
Machtunn, F.C.S.—-The dimedtie* attending the recOg^ 




582 


NA TV RE 


if, ji 


nition of chlorophyll in animals was tint referred to, and the 
writer stated that he had based his conclusions as to the identity 
of animal and vegetable chlorophyll on the fact that the wave* 
lengths of the centres of the bands of the same solutions of 
animal and vegetable chlorophyll are the some, and that the 
wave-lengths of the centres of the bands are the same when the 
same reagent is added to the respective solutions. Without 
committing himt^lf to accepting the views of Kraus or Sorby, 
he applied the term chlorophyll to that colouring matter, or 
mixture of colouring matters, which can be extracted out of 
green leaves, such as those of Primula, by means of alcohol or 
alcohol and ether. The colouring matter, to which the writer 
has given the name u enterochlorophy 11 ” (Free, Roy, Soc . zi 6 , 
1883), and which can be extracted from the liver or other ap¬ 
pendage of the enteron of invertebrate*, was shown to be 
probably produced by, and in, the body of the animal, and for 
certain reasons (detailed at length) not food chlorophyll. The 
absence of parasitic algse in sections of the livers of certain 
mollusks winch yield e ut er och loro phyll shows that this pigment 
cannot be clue to their presence. The writer further showed 
that Poekiington's opservations, published in the Pharmaceutical 
Journal (1873), on the presence of chlorophyll in the w ing-cases 
of Cantharidcs beetles, could be verified, and he bad succeeded 
not only in verifying the presence of the principal chlorophyll 
band in the ethereal, chloroformic, and alcoholic solutions of 
the wing-cases, but the changes produced in the spectra of these 
solutions on the addition of certain reagents showed the pre¬ 
sence of a body indistinguishable from vegetable chlorophyll. 
Hence Leydig’s conclusion as to the presence of that colouring 
matter in insects was proved to be correct. However, in the 
case of green hrvie the mere occurrence of a band in red when 
a strong light is concentrated on the integument may be merely 
due to the presence of food chlorophyll in the intestine, for, on 
squeezing out the contents of the latter, the green colour and the 
band both disappear. The function of chlorophyll was then 
referred to : it was shown that it could hardly be of much use in 
respiration, as oxidising and reducing agents do not affect it ; 

, that for protective purposes or in mimicry a body of less com¬ 
plex chemical composition might answer equally well, except 
that the eyes of some invertebrates may lx more susceptible to 
rays of light of a certain wave-length than our own, especially 
as Sir b Lubbock has shown that ants perceive the ultra-violet 
rays of the spectrum which are invisible to us. It may possibly 
be the persistence of a pigment which was once useful m a re¬ 
mote ancestor in some oases, perhaps at a time when the atmo¬ 
sphere contained much more carbon dioxide than at present. 
Or again, it may be of use in absorbing the chemically active 
rays of the spectrum when occurring on the surface of an Animal, 
especially as Zimiriazeflf had shown that Langley’s observations 
with the bolometer have proved that the point of maximum 
energy of the solar spectrum corresponds with the principal 
chlorophyll band between B and C. In the case or entero* 
chlorophyll this colouring matter may be of use in furnishing 
material for the construction of other colouring matters, espe¬ 
cially as this body and bjemochromogen exist side by side m the 
bile of some mollusks ; and in the bile of the sheen and ox a 
body exists which fluoresces red and resembles chlorophyll 
closely, bat jKwsesses at the same time some properties which 
show that it is a haemoglobin derivative, as proved by the 
writer (Proc. Key. Soc, No. 208, 1880, and be, cit,). The con¬ 
clusions which Bad been arrived at gave support to the view 
which Prof, Lank ester had maintained, namely, that chlorophyll 
may occur quite independently of the presence of parasitic algae, 
as m SfonmUa and Hydra, and that it w in some cases produced 
synthetically by and in the bodies of animals. 

On the Intercellular Connection of Protoplasts, by Prof. W, 
HUlbouse.—In this paper the author gives the results of a large 
number of observations to prove the intercellular connection of 
protoplasm. Out of twenty-two plants examined, these connec¬ 
tions were only found in the cortical tissue of Hex apstfoNum 
and Aisculus kjppocasUxnum, the pulvinus of Prunus lauretera* 
sus, and the winter bud pith of Acerpseudoplatanus ; he, how* 
h ever, points out that these connections are easily broken in 
preparation, and that a single connexion between a number of 
cells would be sufficient to produce a perfect unity of action. 
His conclusions are i—1. That protoplasmic thread® connecting 
neighbouring protoplasts a to present in such widely different and 
diffused structures as sieve-tubes, cortical parenchyma, leaf-pul- 
vimw, pith of resting leaf-hud, and endosperm of seeds, a* 
That in the contraction of the protoplast in natural plaamcrtyris 
these threads Would normally remain unbroken. 3. That they 


may serve to transmit impulses from one cell to aao&er* wstfog 
in this way somewhat tike a nervous system. 4. That Wide* 
the perforating threads, equally widely spread and much more 
numerous, are threads which attach the protoplast to the ceti- 
wall, whether at the base of pita or otherwise, and that those 
threads are often opposite each other. 3. That the doting 
membrane separating two threads often shows differentiation, 
which suggests permeability, if not 94 sieve perforation." €, 
That in the contraction of the protoplast in natural jdasmdynls 
these threads would naturally be unbroken. 7 That these 
tlireads may, when in extension, act upon the cell-wall and put 
it in a state of slight positive tension. 8. That the presence of 
minute perforations communicating from cavity to cavity of 
living cells would not, and when communicating with the inter- 
cdlu Jar spaces need not, be a hindrance to the turgipotence of 
the cells. 

On the Continuity of Protoplasm through the Walls of Vege¬ 
table Cells, by Walter Gardiner.—The author, after briefly re¬ 
viewing the work which has already been done in this depart¬ 
ment, goes on to describe his own experiments with Mimosa, 
Robinia, Dionees, and other sensitive plants, and with thickened 
endosperms in general In all organs of movement examined, 
the freely pitted parenchymatous cells were found to communi¬ 
cate with one another by means of delicate protoplasmic threads, 
which perforate the closing membranes of the pits. The author 
remarks that the existence of a communication between adjacent 
cells appears to be very wide, if not of universal occurrence. 
His own observations, extending over a series of fifteen specie* 
of palms and representatives of some thirteen order*, were all 
found to bear out the above researches, an in all coses definite 
and well pronounced continuity existed. 

On the Muscular Movements that are associated uith certain 
Complex Motions, by R. J. Ander-ion, M.A., M.D.—When a 
muscle contracts, one extremity or both extremities may move. 
When one extremity moves whilst the other is fixed, the fibre 
may describe a plane surface, as when the moving end He* in a 
right line or a cone, as when the moving extremity lies in the 
circumference of a circle or other plane curve. If the fibre lie 
in the plane of the circle, the cone will be reduced to a plane. 
Where bath extremities move, the fibre may describe a plane, 
or a cylinder, or a ruled surface of a high order. It frequently 
happens that when one extremity of a fibre is fixed the other 
extremity moves in a circle, which itself experiences a move¬ 
ment of translation. The moving point then describes a 
trochoid, examples in pronator teres and pectoralis major. 
Muscle fibre may describe curves of a complex nature, although 
the muscles themselves form a simple surface, as in the two 
muscles already cited. 

SECTION G—Mechanic At Science 

A Comparison of Morecambe Pay, Barrvwdn• Furness, North 
Lancashire, West Cumberland, <&v., in 1836 and 1883, by Hyde 
Clarke.—The writer gave an account of hi» plans and surveys m 
1836 for forming a through line of railway from Lancaster, through 
Furness and west Cumberland, across the Solway to Dumfries, 
and thence to Glasgow, by the coarse now adopted by the 
Glasgow and South Western Railway* The chief feature was 
the passage and embankment of the large estuaries called More* 
cambe Bay. The history of this undertaking was given, with 
details of the plans of Messrs. Hyde Clarice, George Stevenson, 
Hayne, Rastrick, &cl, and the work* carried out by Mr. James 
Bruulees. The plans of the War ton Land Company were 
described, The effect of the nndert&kinmiit the developmenttif 
Borrow or Foudxey and the iron manufacture of Fumes* we* 
ihatirated. There were still 40,000 *cra to he Jtddntif and 
capable of becoming good agricultural ground. If reclaimed it 
would enable a railway to be carried across the bottom rf the 
Bay. There was now a population of 50,000 in Barrow, and 
although there had been great depression there}wm elements 
which pointed to a probable increase of from 100,000 to aoeyqoo 
persons. . . ■ \' 

The Term “Stability," as sued m the literature ef tfm*i 
Architecture, by Prof. Osborne Reynold*—Tbe author explained 
that the origin of the paper had ham the jpeporf, and dtfmfttoft 
which had taken place in regard to thelamentaM* dtastcrwMh 
happened to the Daphne. Stabffi** meant e state of being*bl*to 
maintain a particular position against any forces which 
Upset I or another way of e*p&&ng 
of ability to maintain .a j^Uonaftsr 3 »ww||| , ' ^ 
allowed to go free 1 to recover Ihtilf agato. ; ; :2f ap 
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the'repori of Sir E. J. Reed on the Daphne disaster, and the 
dM»$doji which resulted, that naval architects were using the 
term stability both in its proper sense, us meaning a tendency to 
hold a particular position, and also as meaning a tendency to 
change position in a particular direction. The writer of the 
paper proceeded to urge the desirability of using two terms, the 
one to express the greatest angle of cii turbancc from which a 
vensel would return to her normal position, and to limit the 

3 uantitative meaning of the term “Hability " to the measure of 
1# angle, using the term ** stiffness ” to express the moment of 
the upsetting forces necessary to produce any particular angle of 
disturbance The adoption of that system, which was consis¬ 
tent and definite, would prevent the confUsion into which it ap¬ 
pear^ naval architects had fallen, and it would then be seen 
that what were ill-called curves of stability would be well-called 


curves of stHftieta. 

On the Construction and Working of Alpine Railways, by J. 
B» Fell, C.E.-^There are three Alpine railways in oritenceat 
the present time—the Mont Cenis and St. Gothard Railways, 
which have been made with long summit tunnels and with ordin¬ 
ary gradients, and the Brenner Railway, that has been made 
with similar gradients but without a long tunnel. The important 
question has now arisen, and has been taken into serious con¬ 
sideration by the Governments and local authorities interested, 
as to hww far it may he possible to make other trans-Alpine 
railways, some of which are urgently needed, at a cost that 
would tender them financially practicable; and to accomplish 
this object it lias been proposed to effect a reduction of one-half 
or more of the cost, by carrying tbe^e railw ays over the moun* 
tain passes by means of 5 teep gradients and the u*e of the centre 
rail system* as it was adopted on the Mont Cenis Railway, 
Upon these improved summit rail ways the same weight and 
number of trains coukl be run that are now running on the Mont 
Cenis Tunnel Railway, and with the protection of avalanche 
galleries and covered ways the regularity of the service would 
be maintained at nil seasons of the year. The extra cost of 
working expenses caused by working over a higher level than 
that of a tunnel line would, if .capitalised and added to the cori 
of construction, still leave a clear net saving of more than one* 
half in the cost of construction as compared with the coat of a 
tunnel railway. The result of the experiences of the last 
twenty-five years seems to point to the conclusion that a method 
of constructing Alpine railways with long, non-paying tunnels is 
a thing of the past. The future belongs to the best system that 
can be devised for overcoming the difficulties of trans-Alpine 
railways rather by adding to the powers of the locomotive 
engine and by other mechanical appliances, for reducing the cost 
of traction on steep inclines which methods are capable of 
indefinite Improvement, than by burying in gigantic tunnels 
enormous sums of unproductive capital that, when once ex¬ 
pended, are irrecoverably lost. 

The Euphrates Gilley Railway as an Alternative Route to 
by f. B. Fell.—The author described the proposed route, 
and gave the total cost as 8,500*000/, He stated that, when not 
ortfy ita commercial but also Us strategical and political advan¬ 
tage* were taken into account, it must be admitted that the 
Etfp&mtes Valley Railway certainly has the prospect of being 
one -of the most successful enterprises In the world. Canon 
Tristram detailed Ins experience in the Tigris and Euphrates 
valleys, and stated that he believed the former to be the prefer- 
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5 feet beam, and draws 21 inches forward and 30 inches aft. 
Her speed U 8*3 miles per bovf with ten passengers on board. 
Forty-five SelLn-Volckmar accumulators stored under the seats 
and decks forward and aft supplied the current to two Siemens 

Series dynamos placed ride by ride on the floor of the boat, 
with their axes parallel to the propeller shaft. A Carlise-Browne 
two bladed propeller of 20 inches diameter and 3 feet pitch was 
employed in these first experiments; straps and pulleys were 
resorted to in order to reduce the speed of the screw to 350 
revolutions, whilst the motors revolved at 950 revolutions per 
minute. The two motors were coupled in parallel circuit, 
whereas the cells formed one series. Each machine bad its own 
switch and ammeter, and the starboard machine could be stopped 
mechanically by means of a friction clutch on the countershaft. 
Both machines were tested with a Frony brake, and they gave 
r86 horse-power on the brake at 950 revolutions, consuming a 
current of 21 amperes and too volts. At 694 revolutions, too 
volts and 33*25 amperes, the brake horse-power rose to 2*78, 
With 47 cells on board, the current used by both motors running 
together was 46 amperes, and the propeller made 360 revolu¬ 
tions ; when disconnecting one of the motors the current passing 
through the other was 33 amperes, and the speed of the propeller 
shaft fell to 250, Messrs. Siemens 1 dynamos lend themselves 
very readily to the purpose* under consideration ; the height of 
a D 3 machine is only xo inches, length 28 inches, and width 23 
inches. The two machines %veigh together 632 lbs., countershaft, 
supports, and pulleys 180 lbs., total for the driving apparatus 
812 lbs. 

Electric Launches, by J. Clark,—This paper contained a very 
brief account of advances in tbri subject. 

The Fire Risk t of Electiic Lighting, by Killing worth Hedges. 
—The author first drew attention to the great difference 
between the electric currents which have been in constant 
use for telegraphic purposes ami those which are to be sup¬ 
plied by the undertakers under the Electric Lighting Act. 
The latter can only be said to be free from danger when 
the heat generated by the current is utilised in its right place, 
and not developed in the conductors or wires which lead the 
electricity to the incandescent lamps. The Fire Risk Com¬ 
mittee have already issued rules for guidance of users of elec¬ 
tric light; these can hardly be said to embrace all the salient 
points of the new subject, which con only be arrived at after 
years of practical work. The necessity of proper regulations 
has already oeen recognised by the insurance offices, both in 
the United States and Germany, and some of their special rales 
are given in this paper. The conductors must be properly pro¬ 
portioned for the current they have to carry; whatever resistance 
there is in the conductor will cause a corresponding development 
of Heat, which will vary with the amount of electricity passing, 
and inversely as the sectional area. As the temperature in Dr. 
Mattbifsseirs experiments upon the subject was not increased 
over Ioo° C., the author has made some further experiments— 
heating the wires by the electric current from a secondary battery 
to within a few degrees of their melting-point. Various mate¬ 
rials were tried—the wire* and foils having such sectional Urea, 
and so arranged that, on the current being increased by 20 
per cent., they were immediately fused. The total length of 
each experiment was twenty-four hours, during which time the 
current passing through varied slightly. The results of the 
experiments were then given. 


^ Injector MiMr, W J. H. Great head.—This paper 
dm&lfoeatht method prbpofcd tor the author for meeting the 
serious iiwrwse of fires lathe metropolis. A separate system of 
waMr supply at very high pressure would be laid under the fbot- 
wuy'wlth hydrants at «mrt dtetanees apart The high pressure 
water would be used ftt conjunction with the ordinary water 
supply in the mains, add jets of water would; thus be enabled to 
, be raised to suffiewm hearts wfcbtwr the of fire-engines. 
The paper wan illustrated by numerous diagrams, and elicited on 

* ' * ^ ^ 

Fmenring Jenkitt.—This paper eon- 
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SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 

Archives of the Physical and Natural Sciences, Geneva, Sep* 
tember 13,—Verification of some atomic weights (second 
memoir); zinc and magnesium, by M. G» Ma^gnUe. The 
atomic weight of txhc, fined by Erdmann at 63*05 andby Favre 
and Jacquclara raised to 66, is approximately determined at 
65*33, « figure which further analysis may show to be slightly 
too low. For magnesium, calculated by MM. Marcfcand ai d 


Schcecer at 24 amfbyothersirt 04^ the number 24*37 result* ; 
from the author's fresh eacper&eeata—Essay cm the protistology 
of Sardinia, with a description of some pew or fittl<skn0wa 
lower animal organism*,. by Prof* Corrado Parana, |n the L 
fresh and marine waters of Sardinia the presence Is determined 
of as many as aefi species belonging to the families of Bacteria 
—Monem, Flagettata, tobora, Dbtomw, HeUosoa, ClUafc*, 
Aciftem, ond C^liarta. The 
Rkitrilmffiisr gfsnwiit hit fatmw 

tr gwfeT c wd w w w . i»5a* 
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author expounds his own views and argues against the generally 
accepted theory that underground disturbances of all sorts have 
their source, not in the upper but in the lowest region* of the 
earth's crust.—On a case, of commensalism between a fish 
{Carattx inclampygus) and a medusa (Crembessa palmipes\ 
with two illustrations, by M. Godefroy Lunel, In this 
instance the fish appears as the parasite or guest of the 
medusa, taking up its abode in one or Its cavities which it enters 
and leave* at pleasure without apparent injury to the gelatinous 
substance of the sea-nettle. This circumstance, which has been 
fully verified, seems to throw a new light on the relations of a 
species of Schedophilus to the medusa, on which it is supposed 
to feed, and has accordingly, by Prof. Cocco, been named 
Schedephitus medusopkagus. One of these is described by 
GUnther in the Transactions of the London Zoological Society , 
October, 1882.—Meteorological observations with tables of tem- 

S srature and barometric pressure made at the Observatory of 
eneva and on the Great Saint Bernard during the month of 
August 

Rivista ScientifUo-Industiialc t GiornaU del Nii/uralis/a, July 
15 and 31,-—On the measurement of altitudes by means of the 
barometer, by S. Paolo Busin.—Further remarks on a new ex¬ 
periment in electrolysis by Prof. Eugenio Setnmola,—On the 
comparative electric resistance of fined and vibrating metal 
wires, by Prof. Angelo Emo.—An essay on some new ap- 
plications of the hyperbolic function* to pseudo-spherical sur¬ 
faces, with a description of Grontu's tables for all kinds of 
trigonometrical functions of cyclic and hyperbolic sectors, hy 
Prof. Angelo Forti.—On the language of birds, by Prof. Luigi 
Paolucd. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

Londou 

Entomological Society, October 3.—Mr. R. McLachlan, 
F.R.S., vice-president, in the chair.—Two new members were 
elected.—Mr. F. P. Pascoe exhibited several interesting British 
Hemiptera, and Mr, T. Wood exhibited a supposed new 
British species of Malthodcs. —Mr, W, F. Kirby (on behalf of 
M. Wailly, who was present a* a visitor) exhibited a large box 
of bred specimen* of various Saturniidir , &c., and some living 
laTvee of Trim }\>lyfhemus, and Hyper chirm lo .—Mr. Billups 
exhibited specimen* of the celery fly ( Tephritis on&pordinh) % 
and a small larva of Mdoc (?),—Dr, P. Sharp communicated 
some proposed alterations of name* in the genus Batrism .—Mr. 
W. F. Kirby read notes on the Diptera of New Zealand, sun 
plementary to Trof. Hutton’s list of 1881. 

Sydney 

Royal Society of New South Wales, July 4.—The 
Hon. J. Smith, M.D., president, in the chair.— 

Ten new members were elected and sixty-three donations re¬ 
ceived, The following papers were read t—By ihe Rev. J. 

E. Tenisop-Woods, F.G.S., &c, on the Waianamatta shales. 
—By R. Etheridge, jun., farther remarks on Australian Stro- 
pbalosise ; and description of a new species of Aucella from the 
Cretaceous rocks of North-East Australia.—Prof. Lrversidge, 

F. R.S., Ac., exhibited specimens of tin ore; he explained that 
most of the tin worked in this colony was alluvial tin, though 
occasionally thin vein* of crystallised tin had been met with. 
Those shown, however, were from a vein which had already 
proved to be of a width of ten feet, and the full width had not yet 
been reached. The tin, as could be seen, was disseminated 
through the felspar, and the specimen, which came from the 
Stannifer Biuchoff Mine in New England, closely resembled the 
ore found in the St. Agnes Mine, in Cornwall, England. 

August 1.—The Hon. J. Smith, CM,G., M.D., prudent, In 
the chair.—Three new members were elected, ana sixty-seven 
donation* received* The following pa’-er was read j—O n plants 
used by the natives of North Queensland, Ac., tor food and 
medicine, hy K. Palmer.—Mr. J. Trevor Jones, City Engineer, 
exhibited and explained the MacGeorge test, an instrument for 
determining the deviation hi diamond drill bores. 

Paws 

Academy of Science*, October i.—M. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, in the chair.—On the slow upheaval* and subsidences of 
the ground, by Iff. Faye. Ia reply to M. Isiel of Genoa, the 


author revives die oM theories of Elie de Beaumont, Condiar, 
and many others, and argues that the pr og res sive cooling cl the 
earth's crust goes on at e more rapid rate under water than On 
dry land. There is nothing hypothetic in this view, which might 
have been deduced frpm the thermometries soundings taken fifty 
years ago by the Venus in deep seas, add repeated with similar 
results in recent times. It follows that the solidified crust it 
much thicker under the oceans than on the continents* Hence 
sUo the liquid mass in the interior of the globe is subjected to 
far greater pressure under the seas than on the main land; and 
a* this excess of pressure is diffused more or less rapidly in every 
direction, the less dense continental cru*t must yield to the pres¬ 
sure exercised on It from within. It is thus being everywhere 
continually upheaved, while the submarine crust, becoming 
denser and denser, is riowly subsiding.—-Note on the recent 
attempts made by M. Delauney and others to foretell seismic dis¬ 
turbances, by M. Daubrfe, The author concludes that the hitherto 
collected statistical data are insufficient to justify any theorising for 
the present on the future recurrence of earthquakes.—Separation 
of gallium (continued) ; separation from tantalio acid, by M. 
Lecoq de Boiabaudran,—Researches on the enceghaloid cancer, 
by M. C. Sappey.—On the destruction and utilisation of the 
carcasses of animal* dying of contagious diseases, and especially 
of chorbon, by M. Aime Girard.—Observations made at the Ob¬ 
servatory of Marseilles, by M. Coggia.—On the calculus of 
perturbation*, by M. A. de Gasparis.-^m the approximate evalua¬ 
tion of integers, by M. Stieftjes.—On the interpretation of some 
phenomena of the solar spectra, by M. L. Thollon.—On the 
transport and distribution of electric force ; experiments made 
at Grenoble by M. Marcel Dcprez, by M. Boulanger.—On the 
presence of arsenic in certain wine* in the absence of all foreign 
colouring matter, by M. A. Barthelemy.—Quantitative analysis 
of the chloroform in the btaol of an animal treated with this 
anaesthetic, by MM. Grdhant and Quinquaud.—Researches on 
parasitic infusoria, with an account of fifteen new specie* of 

r tozoa, by M. G, Kunstler.—On the marine Jamprer, by M. 

Ferry.—On the caterpillar that feeds on the citron blossom, 
by M. Laugier,—On the position of a foetus found in a Pontoporia 
BlainvilUi , by M. H. I. Gervois.—On a meteor observed at 
Evreux on the night of September 113, by M. H. Dubu*. 


CONTENTS Page 

The Metaphysical Foundations of Natural Science. 

By R. B. Haldane. \ 

Letter* to the Editor 

The “ Tratifmission Eastwards round the Globe of 
Barometric Abnormal Movements."—A. N. Peat- 

eon ... 

Apparent Disappearance of Jupiter's Satellite*.—W, 

f. Denning.~.563 

The English Viper.—Katharine B. Claypole; E. 

W. Claypole ... *. 5*3 

Solar Halo.—B. Browi) ......... 5^3 

A Remarkable Rainbow.—A, Ramsay . .... 564 

Meteor,—A, Taun . *.564 

A Paleolithic Flake.—G. F. Lawrence .... 564 

Hop « Condition.*—H. M. C. . 5*4 

Joachim Barrande .. . $64 

The Sanitary Congress on House Sanitation. « * 564 
The Aatronomiaohe QeaeUsCfcaft . * . . , . * 565 
The Norwegian Circumpolar Station. By Aksel B. 

Steen (With lUustndums ). 566 

A National Laboratory of Marine Zoology . . . 569 
Notes , ............... V $70 

Geographical Note* . . * ..* » . . 

The Evolutionary Position. By Prof. IJevir, 

F.RJB. * « • ? j* « • * . * » * » > * • 573 

A Green Sun in India. By Prof. C. Fhu»i Smyth-4 
Rev* W. R, Manley ........... 

The Java Eruption . * , * . . *.* „ 

The British Association j-v 

' C—Oology . . . .♦ * *v f * ? ' 1 : St? 

Section D—Biology —Department of Zoology and 
Botany . , . ,* ■ ■, ^ .i 
.Department of Anatomy sod Vkfd$Vg? , * ; . 

Sertioo r ^M*d»jri«a 8*Je«» , V^.: 

ScUnttfle S»ri*l* ,' . v ■ 

8aci*ti«. *nd '« 
















NATURE 5 «s 


THURSDAY* OCTOBER i8, 1885 
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Life of Sir William Logan, ILD.> F.R.S., First 
Director of the Geological Survey of Canada* By B. J. 
Harrington, B.A., Ph.D. (London: Sampson Low 
afcd Co., 1883.) 

ANADA claims the honour of being Logan’s birth¬ 
place. During his lifetime she fully appreciated 
how much he had done for her, how unwcariedly and 
generously he worked for her material interests, and that 
the renown he achieved cast a reflected glory upon herself. 
After his death it was but fitting that the story of his life 
should be written in Canada, where his best years were 
spent and where his main work was accomplished. And 
yet he was personally so familiar on this side of the 
Atlantic, so universally known and loved, so linked with 
early geological associations and with the fathers of 
geology in this country, that there may be readers of the 
volume before us who will be surprised to learn that he 
cannot strictly be claimed as one of the illustrious phalanx 
of geologists bom within these islands. They may con¬ 
sole themselves, if they choose, with the reflection that, 
though not actually ushered into life here, he came over 
in boyhood, received the closing part of his education at 
Edinburgh, began his geological career in Wales, and 
had already attained eminence as an original observer 
there before he was called upon to undertake the Geo¬ 
logical Survey of his native province. 

Logan was one of the most lovable of men. Simple 
and unsuspicious as a child, he was always at the service 
of any friend who needed his help, and too often also of 
strangers who preyed on his time and good nature. And 
yet with this gentle side of his character, there were com¬ 
bined a sturdy independence, an indomitable perseverance, 
an inexhaustible enthusiasm, which carried him up to 
and* even beyond the limits of his physical strength. 
What infinite humour twinkled in those grey eyes, as he 
quietly told his reminiscences of camp-life, or of more 
civilised travel, or his experiences of politics and poli¬ 
ticians with whom he had to fight for the existence of his 
Canadian Survey ! How delicately and good-humouredly 
hi$ satire played round these Philistines, who cost him 
withal many an anxious hour by day and many a sleepless 
hour by night! There was a calm self-possession in him, 
a consciousness of strength that could be put forth if 
needed though usually kept out of sight in the back¬ 
ground, a determination to do his own duty and to see 
that others in the same matters did theirs. 

Those who knew him and who recall these distinctive 
characteristics of him will be glad to have Dr. Harring¬ 
ton’s memoir. The picture it gives of Logan's boyish 
years, told mainly in his own letters, is delightful His 
overmastering affection for his family, his interest in 
everything at home, his eagerness to hear of and from 
each beloved one, his lengthy descriptions of all he 
thought likely to interest the home circle, are graphically 
told. It is not difficult to see how such a boy should 
have developed into such a man. 

^*Bom at Montreal ip the year 1798 of Scottish parentage, 
pt^an was sent at the age of sixteen to continue his edu- 
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cation at the High School of Edinburgh, where he so 
greatly distinguished himself that a brilliant career at the 
University was open to him. But he determined to 
enter upon commercial pursuits at once, and accordingly 
in the year 1817 took a place in the counting-house of his 
uncle, Mr. Hart Logan, in London. There he remained 
for fourteen years, during which there seems to have been 
nothing in his pursuits to develop the strong scientific 
bent that so completely dominated his later life, though 
we find that in his leisure he read books of science, espe¬ 
cially in mathematics and chemistry, and asked to be 
supplied with some good work on mineralogy and geology. 
It seems almost by accident that he became a map of 
science. In the year 1831 he left London to take up his 
residence in Swansea, in charge of the books of a mining 
company in which his uncle was interested. But besides 
the books, he soon was called on to attend to the working 
of the mines and the smelting of the copper. Here at 
last he found an outlet for his love of nature and desire 
for scientific inquiry. He could not be content with the 
mere routine of his duties. Providing himself with the 
necessary surveying instruments, he began a geological 
survey of the Glamorganshire coal-field. He traced out 
the outcrops of the seams and positions of the faults with 
such minute care, that when some years afterwards De 
la Beche extended the Geological Survey to that region 
he found Logan’s map so good that he gladly adopted it 
when it was generously handed over to him by its author. 
Logan’s name accordingly appears on the published 
sheets of the Geological Survey of Wales, together with 
those of the members of the staff by whom the rest of the 
ground was examined. It was while looking after his 
uncle’s coal-mines in this region that he was led to make 
his well-known observations on the rootlet-beds below 
coal-seams and to settle thereby the vexed question of the 
origin of coal. 

There had been various efforts to establish a Geological 
Survey in Canada, but these had successively failed until 
1841, when a sum of 1500/. was placed on the Parlia^ 
mentary estimates. Next year the arrangements were 
completed, and the task of organising and conducting the 
Survey was intrusted to Logan. From 1842 till he re¬ 
signed in 1869 he continued to be the life and soul of the 
Canadian Survey. The task he undertook was truly a 
colossal one. Almost nothing was known of the geology 
of the country. There were no maps on which geological 
lines could be traced. Thousands of square miles were 
unexplored trackless forest. Logan had not merely to 
find out the geological structure, he had to construct the 
very topographical maps on which it was to be delineated. 
He had to work with his own hands and train his assistants 
to work with him. He had to live among the wilds for 
months at a time, traversing hundreds of miles in canoes 
and on foot, with Indian guides and helpers, When 
winter made the further prosecution of field-work impos¬ 
sible, there were all the results of the summer to tabulate 
and to keep him fully occupied till it was time to start 
again. But his time was not always uninterruptedly 
given to these congenial labours. Though the Survey 
started under favourable auspices and with the support 01 
the Government of jthe day, there were not wanting 
economists in and out of the Legislature who failed to see 
the usefiilness of the enterorise and who objected to the 
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continuance of the annual grant for its prosecution. la 
nothing did Logan show his admirable tact and know¬ 
ledge of men more than in the way he met these objectors, 
and turned them, if not into active friends, at least into 
passive though perhaps not wholly convinced spectators. 
Long before his death Ae had the satisfaction of seeing 
the establishment lie had founded advanced in popular 
favour and equipped with a much more liberal endow¬ 
ment than he had been content with in its modest 
beginnings. 

After the year 1851, when the reign of Universal Exhi¬ 
bitions began, Logan was frequently under the necessity 
of coming to Europe to look after the interests of Canada 
at the various capitals where the products of all nations 
were collected. There can be no doubt that though, so 
far as his proper scientific researches were concerned, 
these summers were entirely wasted, they were of the 
utmost service to the province. The collections of the 
Canadian Geological Survey were always one of the 
most interesting features in the Colonial galleries, and 
there can be no doubt that they did much to make 
the resources of the country widely known all over the 
world. 

Of the value of Logan’s services to science in general 
and to Canadian geology in particular, the best evidence 
and monument are to be seen in the voluminous series 
of Reports which he published, and in the truly admirable 
museum of Canadian minerals, rocks, and fossils which, 
with the aid of his colleagues, he formed at Montreal. 
As many of his letters show, he possessed no little literary 
faculty, but he never cultivated it, and indeed he hated 
the drudgery of writing. Had he been ambiiious of fame, 
he might have attained a far wider reputation. His long 
years of exploration, his adventures and experiences by 
mountain, river, and forest, his felicitous power of rapid 
sketching, would have furnished him with ample materials 
for successive important and deeply interesting volumes, 
while his unflinching regard for truth and entire abhor¬ 
rence of exaggeration would have lent to his pages a 
peculiar charm. But his ambition was to be at work in 
the field. There he continued at his post until after he 
had passed his seventieth year, when the confederation 
of the provinces extended the sphere of the operations of 
the Survey across the entire continent Feeling himself 
no longer equal to the increased duties of his office, he 
resigned his connection with the Survey in the beginning 
of 1869, intending to devote himself more particularly to 
the investigation of some geological questions in which he 
took special interest, and to see more of his friends in 
Europe and of European geology than had previously 
been in his power. But he did not long enjoy the 
leisure he had so well earned. Retiring to Wales, 
where his sister lived, he spent there the autumn of 

1874, but before the end of winter began to be seriously 
ilL He lingered until summer, and died on June 22, 

1875. 

The narrative of Logan's life by Dr. Harrington is 
simply and effectively given, much of its interest being 
derived from the extracts from the journals and letters. 
A few sketches are reproduced from the note-books. The 
only fault we are inclined to find with the book U that 
so few of these sketches have been given. We remember 
many a long year ago being allowed to peruse some of 


the notebooks, and laughing heartily over the humorous 
delineations of camp life on the Canadian rivers. Those 
who knew Logan will be glad to have this pleasant 
souvenir of him. Those who never knew him may learn 
from it something of the charm that will keep his memory 
green in the affections of many friends* both in the Old 
World and in the New. 

Arch. Geikir 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

The Sea Fisheries of Great Britain and Ireland By 
E. W. Holds worth. (London : Stanford, 1883.) 

Notwithstanding the extensive literary productions 
connected „ with the Fisheries Exhibition itself, many 
works, suggested by it, have already appeared. One such 
is the volume before us—an admirable digest of the ques¬ 
tion in hand. In the present state of our knowledge, the 
chapter devoted to Ireland is exceedingly welcome, and 
it may not be too much to hope that, in spite or the 
gradual decline of its fishing industry, that country may 
yet seize hold of this, at least one remaining hope. The 
book is written in excellent style, clear and concise, well 
balanced, and up to date; of convenient size to be carried 
in the pocket, and provided with a good index, we can 
strongly recommend it to the host of visitors who frequent 
our coasts, and so often find their way instinctively to the 
nearest fishing village. One prominent feature is the 
description of the various " rigs," a subject of great im¬ 
portance of late, but which does not appear to have been 
sufficiently dealt with in the Fisheries manuals. The 
universal outcry of want of statistics is raised, and the 
writer has made the best of such as he has gathered— 
largely, from private sources. Those relating to the 
gradual increase of larger and improved boats in our 
fishing fleets are interesting, as leading up, we may hope, 
notwithstanding acknowledged difficulties in the way, to 
the introduction of steam-power. The illustrations are 
good, but additional ones, setting forth the different 
“ rigs,” and doing justice to other nets, as does that given 
to the beam-trawl, would be acceptable. 

Agricultural Chemical Analysis . By Percy Faraday 

Frankland. (London : Macmillan and Co., 1883.) 

Dr. Percv Frankland has done excellent service by 
the publication of his book. There is good reason to 
believe that practical agriculturists are rapidly becoming 
alive to the importance of a knowledge of the scientific 
principles which underlie their art, and the action of the 
Science and Art Department in fostering the study Of 
those principles is calculated to increase the intelligent 
appreciation of their value. The relations of chemistry 
to agriculture have been indicated in times past in this 
country in the writings and teaching of such men as 
Davy, Johnstone, Ure, and others, and in more recent 
times in the elaborate reports which we owe to the patient 
industry and real of Sir J. B. Lawes and Dr. Gilbert. 
Nevertheless it is to be feared that these works have been 
practically sealed books to the great majority of even the 
more enlightened of our agriculturists. Farmers afe pro: 
verbially, and perhaps not unnaturally, a conservative 
class, and apparently nothing but the pressure of compe¬ 
tition will force them from the beaten track. But science 
is abroad even in Arcady. Farmers who buy feeding- 
stuffs and artificial manures soon show a Very rational 
appreciation of the significance and value of such items 
as "albuminoids,” "soluble phosphates,”and "available 
nitrogen.” They will find all about such matters, together 
with much else relating to the chemistry of their ait> m 
Dr. Percy Fr&nkland's excellent little wont ' 

1 T* £« T. j" 
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JUSTTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor das not hold himself responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents, Neither can ht undertake to return , 
or to correspond with the writers of rejected manuscripts , 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications, 

{The Editer urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible, The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting and novel facts . ] 

“ Elevation and Subsidence 11 

I HAVE only to-day found time to read Mr. Starkie Gardner’*! 
essay on “Elevation and Subsidence” ; in the last paragraph 
Mr. Gardner states that the views he advances are not accepted 
by all geo legists. As one who is entirely opposed to them, will yon 
allow me to state aa briefly as possible on what grounds I object 
to the theory he propounds, and how I account for the observed 
facts he mentions in support of it. 

It is generally admitted that nearly the whole of the sedimentary 
rocks were deposited in shallow water and in slowly subsiding 
areas; no one who has examined the Cambrian deposits of the 
Longmynd or the Silurian deposits of the Ingleborough district, 
will dispute this assertion. Mr. C. E. Dutton, in his recently 
published monograph of the survey of the Grand Caflon district 
state?, ** Throughout the entire Plateau Province the strata are 
shallow water deposits." 

That in areas so widely separated the same phenomena should 
occur mu6t necessarily suggest that similar processes of sub¬ 
sidence and deposition were taking place. The sea-bottom in 
these areas was, I believe, subsiding, not as Mr. Gardner 
suggests “paripassu” with the deposition and in consequence 
of it, but at a slonvr rate than that of the deposition, as the 
result of forces actuating the crust of the enrth, which are quite 
Independent of either deposition or denudation. 

The result of a slow subsidence and a more rapid deposition 
would be that in course of time the surface of the deposited 
matter would rise above low-water level and would be subjected 
to the levelling or denuding action of the tides, any accumula¬ 
tion of deposited matter above this level would be swept into 
deeper water, all the phenomena of ripple marks, sun-cracked 
surfaces, and worm trails would occur, and any tendency of the 
slow rate of the subsidence to lower the surface receiving the 
deposited matter would necessarily he continually neutralised 
by fresh accumulations. 

The areas of subsidence would probably present the appear¬ 
ance of the large stretches of sand-banks which may be seen at 
the mouths of the Mersey and of most of our rivers * the <e 
banks are exposed at low and covered at high water. 

The accumulation of strata would continue as long as the sub¬ 
sidence took place (providing material were brought down to 
the sea); if the subsidence ceased, the material resulting from 
denudation would be spread over a larger area, but no addi¬ 
tional thickness or strata could be formed above the level just 
mentioned ; on the other hand, if the deposition ceased anil the 
subsidence continued, an area of deep sea would be formed, and 
probably a stratum of limestone would be accumulated. 

Further, the elevation of areas over which large accumulations 
of mutter have been deposited cannot have taken place in conse¬ 
quence of denudation resulting in a greatly reduced weight 
being distributed over the area of elevation, as suggested by Mr. 
Gardner, for denudation has necessarily followed elevation. 

Every formation appears to me to contain evidence that sub¬ 
sidence took place independently of deposition, and elevation 
independently of denudation. 

The Cambrian and Silurian rocks in this count nr appear to 
have been deposited over areas in which the rate of subsidence 
has at one time been less, at another time greater, than the rate 
Of deposition; the Silurian limestones no doubt represent periods 
Of subsidence during which no deposition of denuded matter 
took plane. At the close Of the Silurian era an upheaval must 
have beamed, the result of forces powerful enough to overcome 
lire weight of both the Cambrian and Silurian formations, which 
appear to have been thrown into, a series of vast anticlinal 
and sym&nAl curves, la the Longraynd district and near Ingleton 
the strata are either vertical ot inclined at a great angle. 

One result of this upheaval would be the formation of com* 
geratively shallow lakes or inland seas, in which the Old 
Red Sandstone would be deposited j another would be the 
formation of a land surface of Silurian rocks which would be 
teamed to wbaifrial denudation. 


According to Mr. Gardner’s theory (in support of which he 
refers to the Himalayan range), the elevation of the Silurian 
rocks should have been continuous, for denudation would affect 
them in the same manner as it is said to affect that great range, 
and possibly the accumulating Old Red Sandstone would react 
on the Silurian land surface a« Mr, Gardner suggests the sub- 
aerial deposits of the sub-Himalayan range react on the main 
mountain chain. 

Instead, however, of tVe continued upheaval which theoretic¬ 
ally should have taken place, a subsidence of the denuded 
Silurian rocks commenced apparently over a very large portion 
of this country, resulting in the formation of a deep sea in which 
the limestone, the base of the Carboniferous series, was deposited, 
in Derbyshire to a depth of nearly 5000 feet. Did this vast 
accumulation of limestone cause a further subsidence? No, the 
forces actuating the crust of the earth were in no respect inter¬ 
fered with ; a period of elevation must have followed, and a com¬ 
paratively shallow sea was filled up with the Yoredale shales and 
millstone grits, and a land surface formed represented by the 
lowest coal seam—a coal seam that may be measured by inches, 
nevertheless it was followed by a mbudence. 

Surely the force producing this subsidence was as independent 
of the coal seam as that producing the previous upheaval was 
independent of the limestone. 

Throughout the whole series of the coal measures compara¬ 
tively thin accumulations of coal, representing periods of rest or 
perhaps slow elevation, were followed by prolonged periods of 
subsidence. 

I do not think the depressed areas bounded by vertical cliffs 
seen by Mr. Gardner in Iceland at all help his theory; they are 
just the phenomena one would expect to find in a highly volcanic 
district; on a very small scale they may be seen in any district 
from under which material has been removed. 

T. Sr^GTON 

Grove Terrace, Kersal Moor, Manchester, September 22 


I fear readers of Nature must be weary and the courtesy 
of the Editor taxed by the demands on its space. Moreover but 
little actually new information has been elicited, though thanks 
are due to the Kev. Osmond Fisher and Dr. Ricketts especially 
for their contributions. 

That depression of the earth’s crust follows on the addition of 
weight ana elevation ensues on its removal are facts that can do 
longer be disputed or explained awny. Those gentlemen, how ¬ 
ever, who object that the cause and effect do not follow each other 
foot by foot are a little unreasonable, for resistance more or leas 
stubborn must be encountered, which may check the process for 
a space, and then by yielding at last considerably accelerate it. 
Those again who will see nothing in the array of facts beyond 
fortuitous connection must be allowed to hold their opinion. 

The matter rests thus t—The observations of many authors 
have induced a belief that sedimentation causes subsidence, 
through the increase of weight acting on and displacing a viscid' 
layer underlying the solid crust. If this is so, the displaced 
matter must find room elsewhere, and it is only reasonable to 
suppose that a slight elevation or bulging of the crust must result 
in more or less adjoining areas, and chiefly under areas in which 
denudation had already weakened the resisting power by re¬ 
ducing the pressure. Applying the idea to coasts, where ue 
have for the most part parallel lines of denudation by wave 
action and sedimentation through the deposition of material 
dislodged by the waves, I have endeavoured to show that theit 
chief physical features accord with the “elevation and sub 
sidence” theory, though more observations are greatly to be 
desired. But, even including coast lines, the examples are so fat 
but local manifestations, yet, if true in less matters, why not in 
greater? Oceanic basins, if permanent throughout geological 
ages, as they probably have been, must have been areas ot 
sedimentation on a stupendous scale, and the pressure they 
exert (increased as subsidence deepens the column of water) 
must give rise to corresponding displacements on a gigantic scale, 
and which would seek relief along the nearest existing lines of 
weakness. These lines would either be in the ocean and result 
in banks or ridges, or else be along their margins and mult in 
mountain chains, and sometimes breaking through in volcanic 
outbursts. The larger would overcome the smaller, and a delta 
or coast Hue subsiding through its own sedimentation might 
occur along the line or upheaval and be forced upward, or a 
vast displacement or eruption might relieve the tension to an 
extent that would take ages of accumulation to reproduce. This 
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theory seems me to be natrnal, and to accord with facts all 
round, but still it may be wrong. Those, however, who would 
assign oil elevation and subsidence to secular cooling and tan¬ 
gential thrusts through shrinkage are revelling in their own 
imaginations, for there is reason why the earth’s nucleus 
should not have cooled as evenly as a camion ball or piece of 
pottery, or other homogeneous body; and the records of the 
Palseozoic rocks, when we may suppose shrinkage would be 
more active, certainly show 'that its surface was then relatively 
level, and without deep seas or great elevations on land. 

J. Starkie Gardner . 

F.S.—A good example of subsidence may be seen in the 
Tilbury Dock works in progress. So far as I could see, 
Thames urad is being cut through to a depth of some ninety feet, 
the upper part at least being tilled with debris of reeds inter* 
stratified with peaty matter or decayed reeds massed together. 
The whole must have been deposited at or near high-water level, 
and at? recently that at thirty feet depth the decayed vegetable 
matter still smells offensive. 


The Apparent Disappearance of Jupiter’s Satellites on 
October 14 

Rain fell without intermission on the afternoon and evening 
of October 14, but at nh. it censed and the clouds broke. 
Later in the night the sky cleared, but there were showers at 
abort intervals. 

At 15b. 15m. I observed Jupiter with a io*ineh reflector, power 
about 212, and saw that the third satellite was the only one 
visible. It was situated close to the east lirnb^ and its disk 
ap[>fared somewhat faint, as if much clouded over with spots. 

15b. 55m.—The third satellite is entering upon the planet’s 
disk at a point in the same latitude as the upper side of the 
great south equatorial belt. The fourth satellite is also seen 
coming off the west limb. It looks remarkably faint. At this 
time the configuration of the planet was extremely interesting 
with the two satellites hanging upon the limbs. 

ifih. Om.—The fourth satellite appears to have completed its 
egress, and is evidently much in advance of the time given in 
the Nautical Almanac . 

i6h. 15m.—The first has now reappeared from occultation at 
a point in the same latitude as the north equatorial belt This 
belt is a far more prominent feature than during the last 
opposition. 

l6h. 19m.—A large white patch on the planet’s equator is 
crossing the central meridian. On its north side the equatorial 
belt is very dark, 

i6h. 30m,—The third satellite 16 Visible as a very dark spot 
projected upon the south equatorial belt, which is the darkest 
belt upon the planet. 

17I1. om.—The second satellite is seen as a bright spot on the 
interior margin of the west limb, and will shortly begin its egress. 
It has crossed Jupiter in a latitude corresponding with the equa¬ 
torial edge of the great south belt. 'Hie third satellite is now 
perceptible as a black spot pursuing its course along the south 
belt. The chief condensation of shading apparently lies on the 
south side of the satellite, but the telescopic image is not 
satisfactory. 

The disappearance of the satellites on this occasion can hardly 
be said to have been complete, for at no time were they all in¬ 
cluded within the margin of Jupiter. "While the third entered 
upon the disk the fourth released itself, and the two formed a 
curious con figuration hanging upon the limbs. The third and 
fourth satellites were extremely faint when clear of the disk, and 
their surfaces are evidently very feebly reflective compared with 
that of their primary. It is significant that the third, though pro¬ 
jected upon the darkest belt of Jupiter, was visible as a black 
spot. The fourth probably crossed the planet as a black spot also, 
though I made no attempt to distinguish it under this aspect, 
owing to frequent interruptions by clouds and rain. 

Bristol, October 15 W. F, Denning 


Arithmetical Notation of Kinship 

It seems to me that the elegant arithmetical notation for 
ancestors proposed by Mr. Galton in his recent letter to Nature 
(September 6, p. 435) may be further simplified. The modifica¬ 
tion consists in firt-t counting the modes and then counting the 
species of the grades, as shown in the following diagram *— 
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Thus mother of mother of father is of the 3rd grade and of 
the 4th species, and may be denoted by 3, 4, Let q denote any 
grade and r any species, then q, r is a complete specification for 
| an ancestor, The rule for analysing such a specification is— 
Divide r by 2, adding a unit when the dividend is add, and 
repeat the operation (y- 1) times; then when r or a quotient is 
odd, substitute father, and when even mother, 
lake, for example, 3, 5. We get 5, 3, 2, hence father of 
father of mother, Take 5, 5, we get 5, 3, a, I, I, hence 
//«//• 

If we compare together the ancestors of the same species 
number, we shall find that they have all the figures the same 
until we come to unity, and that the generic difference depends 
on the number of unities. The truth of this may also be seen by 
considering the mode of construction of the diagram. 

Mr. Gabon’s 253 is, in this notation, 7, 126. Analysing we 
get— 

126 63 32 16 8 4 2 

J m m m m m 


The ancestor 7, 1 of my notation is 128 in his. The analysis of 
the latter is— 


128, 64, 32, 16, 8, 4, 2, 

while that of the former i* evident by inspection, namely— 
b 1, if I, I, If It 
With the double notation we know that when we come to unity, 
each of the following symbols must be /; and tbat when we 
come to a power of 2, each of the following symbols must be w, 
followed it may be by lotne /’s. 

Alexander MacfarLane 
4, Gladstone Terrace, Edinburgh 


A Green Sun 

In connection with the phenomenon recorded in your last 
number (p. 575), the following extract from ray journal (Sunday, 
July 14, 1878), when iust north of the Arctic Circle on board the 
Jonas Lie , may be or some interest 

u To-night the sun sets in a sky as pure and cloudless as that 
of yesterday ; but the colours are quite different. Now there is 
no crimson, but in its place orange, yellow, and molten gold. 
All this exquisite beauty of colour is limited to a particular part 
of the sky, and that not the west, but the north. Yes, strange 
as it may seem, the sun seta scarcely a single point from the 
north, and rises again neatly in the same place, barely two points 
apart. Some heights are lighted up with the glow, but for most 
of the time all around, save In the bright, favoured north, is cloud¬ 
less darkness and gloom ; which yet is not the darkness of night* 
but a grim, stormy, vague gloom in broad daylight. The after¬ 
glow that follows sunset dies out, and without any sensible inter¬ 
val of time, revives nearly in the same place ; the colour 
brightens, and some small streaks of clouds grow brighter and 
brighter, until the sun—the green sun— appears. A distant 
low’ range of rocks comes between us and its point of rising, end, 
as we glide on, an opening between them shows ux the son, airegki 
emerald, as pure and brilliant as ever gem that glistened 3 again 
we JoSe It, and again an opening shows it <0 us in Us owngofiteft 
light; and then once more it is the bright green t and now U 
rises higher, clears the ridge, and h once move tiie goUm wh 
This is what we saw, but another Observer assure* vs that when 
first he saw it, the colour was a fiery red* which soon Minted to 
green. Probably an optical effect of what is ealled polasfratlofi 
of light, as these complementary colours seem to show*” A 
Long Day in Norway/’ published in The Month in 

HSJftftY fiigkVORO . 

All Hallows College, Dublin, October is w V 
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“Zoology at the Fisheries Exhibition” 

lwyour issue of the doth ult, (p. 489) a direct challenge is 
made upon several points as to the veracity of my former letter* 
Writer of the Article” states what he terms certain 
“faet»,”^-the first being that 1 informed the jury of Chus V. 
that certain corahs under my name, 813 A were in the case with 
Lady Brawey's corals, and formed part of that collection. I beg 
entirely to deny this. What I staled to one of the members of 
the jury in answer to bis allusion to my exhibit was, that owing to 
my being so busy 1 was unable to exhibit my own corals and that 
oft my energies had been thrown into the arrangement of Lady 
tirassey’s ca*te. Whoever informed “ The Writer of the Article ” 
must have greatly misunderstood my statement. The second 
“fact ?f with regard to the opinion of experts I think I need not 
answer. Opinions may differ. With regard to “fact ” three, that 
neither the series of corals in the British Museum nor those of 
the Challenger Expedition have been accessible for puijoses of 
examination fox some considerable time. It will be sufficient to 
say that my description and figures of Lady Br assay's corals 
were published in the Annals arid Magazine of Natural History , 
vol. ix. No. 50, in February, 1882, some time after tbe publica¬ 
tion of the volume of the Challenger Reports containing Mr. 
Moseley’s monograph of the “ HyurocoraUinidse,’’ and a con¬ 
siderable time after the specimens themselves were exhibited to public 
zricW in the galleries of the British Museum. Those specimens, 
together with the other corals of the general collection of the 
British Museum have only been withdrawn from public view 
within the last few months. Bryce-Wright 

Organic Evolution and the Fundamental Assumptions 
of Natural Philosophy 

Bv the principle of heredity ue understand a tendency in 
an organism to reproduce in successive order the variations 
which appeared in its ancestors, the leaning being on the whole 
to fixity of direction : by the principle of variation the tendency 
of an offspring to vary in a degree more or less from its parents. 
Included in heredity, l suppose, are the tendencies to vary, as 
well as the actual succession of changes in the life-history of the 
ancestors of the organism : those tendencies to vary being con¬ 
ceived of as series of which some terms may modify or counter¬ 
act others. If I am right in this description, it appears to me 
that heredity is an example of inertia acted on by a principle 
analogous to the first law of motion, and very closely allied with 
it, if Indeed it is not the case that the laws of motion are special 
cases Of wider principle* or laws. Following the same line of 
thought, “variation" mny be explained as action analogous to 
that of forces on fl body drawing it from its Enright line of 
motion or its rest. The forces (if I may use that term) which 
thus cause variations in any particular organism would he •— 

(1) The resultant of difference of conditions cooperating with 

(a) The resultant of inherited tendencies, 

Again, answering to the second law of motion, we may per- 
. baps assume that degree of variation is proportional to tbe forces 
acting, namely, proportional to the intensities of (1) and (a) 
above attd to the correspondence or divergence of direction in 
which they tend* If the above hypotheses are accurate, we 
have, I think, an explanation of the possibility of protozoa, &c., 
remaining practically unchanged during great changes of condi¬ 
tions. , For those genera which show a tendency to great varia¬ 
tion In the Individuals at the same time seem to present no fixed 
line of tendency. The result of heredity (as denned above) in 
these cases is not definite variation tending in certain fixed 
directions, but great individual or indefinite variability. And 
their phenomena of reproduction I think account in some degree 
for this. 

* On the same hypothesis we may explain, amongst other 
thing*, tne plasticity of organisation of cultivated plants. One 
of tfie conclusions also that would follow would be that "rever¬ 
sion* would not happen except as a resultant of the tendencies in 
fixed directions having nullified each o&er, or having converged 
to the direction of reversion. 

'■ To carry the analogy further. Answering to the third law of 
motion, that action and reaction are equal and opposite, we may 
perhaps SMt that alteration of some organs or properties in 
lbs wrought by change of conditions together with 

heredity, brings about that modification of other properties or 
organs which Darwin spoke of under the name of “correlation.” 
/ {should fed indebted I© any one who would point out any 


mistake that I have made In this, or would show if the assump¬ 
tions I have made are untenable. Frederick: W. Kac;g 

Masworth Vicarage, Tring, September 25 

Curious Habit of a Brazilian Moth 

Mr. E. Dukin field Tones (Nature, May 17, p. 55) 
may be interested to learn that the habit of Pantlura apardalaria % 
which he describes, of sucking up water and discharging it 
simultaneously ab ano, is not confined to the moth noted by 
him, but U common to several other lepidopteroui injects. 

I have watched several species of Callidryas and Picris both 
in Ceylon and Brazil, doing the same thing; nlso Papilio Frt- 
thonius , Cram, in the latter place, and its ally, P. Vemoteus, L., 
at the Cape of Good Hope, I have seen the “ white butter¬ 
flies ” in thousands, settling on the mud and damp placen in the 
jungle path*, in all these countries, with their trunks thrust into 
the soil, drawing up copious supplies of water os if they were so 
many miniature Abyssinian pumps ! The drops ejected were by 
no means “minute,” were rather very large, and I should say 
60 would much overtop the marks in a minim measure glass, or, 
roughly speaking, more than fill an ordinary teaspoon, said to 
equal sixty drops. I have somewhere (I forget where), among 
my fugitive writing*, noted this fact: stay, I noted it once at 
least in the Field in 1873, February 7, A large moth (Catocala ?), 
a fine “yellow under win?,” visits the toddy vessels in Ceylon, 
and gets very drunk, not having joined the “blue ribbon” army, 
nor having the fear of Sir Wilfrid Lawson before hu eyes ! 

I suspect this fellow finds the liquor too good to eject so rapidly, 
but I have seen small moths of various kinds drinking ordinary 
sap, and ejecting it like the before-named butterflies. 

British Consulate, Noumea, July 24 E. L. La yakP 

Meteors 

During the month of August I watched the meteors from 
Logie&lmond parish manse, Perthshire, but there the weather 
was most unpropitinus for observing any celestial phenomena, 
so only a few were seen; whereas therein August last year 1 wit¬ 
nessed some gorgeous showers of brilliant meteors, which the 
readers of Nature may recollect. Here in Paisley, on the last 
Sunday of August, about 11.50, a very large meteor blazed 
from due south to due east, with a long train, lasting for a 
minute, and keeping parallel to the horizon, nearly midway to 
the zenith. The month of September was unusually rich in 
meteors, but they were generally small and transient, and 
seemed to be very remote, some of them dashing straight up. 
A bright but momentary one s-hot up at right angles from the 
Pleiades. On September 24, at 10.55 P-nt., a very peculiar 
meteor started from A 1 debar an, and exploded in tfie head of 
Pisces, under the Square of Pegasus. It was dimly seen through 
a haze, with a Jong streak behind, giving unmistakable evidence 
of its large size; yet, though scarcely seen above its path, 
brightly shone the Pleiades, Aries, and the Square of Pegasus. 
On the 25th, at 11.56, a similar one, scarcely seen, sailed 
through a haze from Pisces to Altair, exhibiting a long trail of 
broad light, showing that it was a large one. September 30, at 
0.12, a meteor considerably larger and brighter than Jupiter 
passed from the third bright star in Auriga (taking Cajiclla as 
the first), and exploded dose to the lower Pointer in the Plough, 
leaving a long train of reddish light behind it. On the night of 
the 29th and morning of the 30th, up to 4, the meteors were 
unusually large and of longer duration, and altogether more 
numerous than I have ever seen them in September. A few 
momentary meteors were seen on the night of September 30. 
and morning of October 1 Donald Cameron 

Mossvale, Paisley, October 1 

The Uselessness of Vivisection 

You will probably permit me to point out that it would be 
only reasonable for Mr. George j. Romanes to possess a little 
information on the subject he Is dealing with before he accuse* 
another of being “in a quagmire of ignorance and h accuracy.” 
The pamphlet against which he levels his abuse does not deal 
with physiology, but with surgical questions. My efforts have 
not been directed so much against vivisection as against the 
mendacious statements which have been made concerning 
advances in surgery alleged to be due to its practice. These 
Have been used to hoodwink the legislature and blindfold 
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the public, and they deserve the utmost condemnation. If 
physiologists can make out a cass for themselves, I for one am 
prepared to give it the utmost attention, but they must not bring 
to their aid false illustrations from a branch of science with 
which I think I may be permitted to say I have had a large 
experience. Lawson Tait 

Birmingham, October 6 


It bcems sufficient for me to observe, in reply to the above, 
that before writing my review of **Physiological Cruelty*' I. 
took the trouble to acquaint myself thoroughly with the latest 
edition of Mr, Tait’ s pamphlet George J. Romanes 

Breeding of “ Hap ale jacchus " in Captivity 

Ms, Moseley's Marmosets (Nature, vqU xxviii. p. 572) arc 
by no means the first instance in Europe, or even in England. 
Edwards, more than a hundred years ago, recorded a case in 
Portugal ; and Frederic Cuvier had three born in Paris in 1819 
{vide Sir William Jardinc’s Natural Library—Mammalia, vol. i.). 
A relative of mine brought a pair of this species from Pernambuco 
in 1863, and kept them in his kitchen at Surbiton. In April, 
1865, 1 was shown two living young ones which had been born 
a few days before. In the Proc. Z00L Soc . for 1835, births of 
marmosets of an allied species {H, penicillatus) have been 
chronicled os occurring in this country, W. C. Atkinson 
Streatham, S.W., October 13 


TELESCOPIC WORK FOR THE A UTUMN 

ITH Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn so favourably visible 
in the sky during the ensuing autumn ana winter 
months, we think it may be interesting to call attention 
to some of their more prominent features, and to ask 
amateurs and others who devote themselves to the at¬ 
tractive field of planetary observation to make a com¬ 
bined effort, not only to substantiate such facts as are 
already known with regard to the physical appearances 
of these bodies, but to endeavour to glean something 
new concerning them. For, notwithstanding the diligence 
with which these planets have been scrutinised in past 
years and the many curious facts that have been brought 
to light, it must still be confessed that there remains 
much to be done. Our knowledge is admitted to be ex¬ 
tremely incomplete. The powerful instruments of the 
present day do not seem capable of rendering us efficient 
aid in this respect; indeed we shall find by a comparison 
-of results that we owe most of our discoveries to tele¬ 
scopes of moderate aperture. The real explanation 
probably is that, with increase of aperture, definition, 
especially of the brighter planets, becomes less perfect. 
Faint markings are obliterated or seen unsteadily and 
uncertainly in large instruments owing to glare, the 
difficulty of getting a sharp, hard disk with so much 
light, and the constant undulations of the atmosphere. 
With moderately small instruments the conditions are in 
many respects more favourable. The image is sharply 
defined, and though the quantity of light may be some* 
what deficient, there is an absence of glare and of that 
atmospheric interference which are inseparable from 
large apertures. Moreover, the eye is more capable of 
prolonged observation and is enabled to glimpse the 
faintest details on an image of moderate intensity. The 
deficiency of light in small instruments is therefore to 
some extent a recommendation when it is accompanied 
with extreme sharpness of definition and when the 
amount collected by the object-glass or speculum is 
sufficient to allow a power to be used which displays a 
fairly large disk without destroying the quality of the 
definition. Indeed one great desiderative m such cases 
is to utilise light and power in agreeable proportion, for 
this is a very essential requirement, which is, however, 
often neglected, and is frequently the source of disap¬ 
pointing experiences. Amateurs who are careful to 
consider these matters will be enabled, though their 
instruments may be of comparatively small reach, to do 
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much useful work in many departments of observation, 
and particularly in that relating to planetary markings. 

With regard to Mars, high powers are very requisite 
because of the small diameter of the planet. Hence a 
fairly targe aperture is necessary, for, unless the disk is 
considerably expanded, it is impossible to trace the chlef 
features satisfactorily. In the case of Jupiter the use of 
high magnifying powers does not apply with so much 
force, the apparent diameter of the disk being greater. 
But this planet is a somewhat difficult object to defi&O 
satisfactorily. The best telescopes wiU often fail to show 
the contour of the disk with desirable sharpness. Hence 
it is that this object with large apertures is troublesome 
and to some extent disappointing. This is certainly the 
case when we consider now efficiently and successfully 
small instruments perform upon this planet, and with #bat 
readiness the faintest and more minute of the details are 
distinguished. As to Saturn, the conditions are some¬ 
what different. Here there is less light and the telescopic 
definition is better, so that large glasses possess an 
undoubted advantage. 

The ensuing opposition of Mars is not a favourable one, 
but many of the most interesting and now well-known 
features of the planet may be observed in good instru¬ 
ments. The curious network of 41 canals," as discovered 
by Schiaparelli, and their duplication, as seen by the 
same observer during the last opposition, in the winter 
of 1881-82, should be looked for, as some doubts have 
been expressed as to the reality of these phenomena. 
The question is naturally asked, How is it that they are 
now seen with so much distinctness again and again with 
a refractor of only eight inches aperture, when large in¬ 
struments have utterly failed to reveal them? Schia¬ 
parelli, it is true, works in a climate highly favourable to 
such delicate work, and his telescope, though compara¬ 
tively small, is yet of the finest possible quality. But 
even with the prevailing conditions so eminentlyconducive 
to the attainment of such important results, it must still 
remain matter for surprise that, as the celebrated Italian 
astronomer himself put it, “the greater number of canals 
and of their pairs were observed with comparative ease 
whenever the air was still, and only a few cases required 
a special effort on the part of the observer." 

These so-called canals appear from Schiaparelli's charts 
to be very narrow dark markings, running generally in 
straight lines, and often intersecting each other so as to 
constitute a perfect network about the equator and in the 
region south of it. Many of these lines were seen to be 
double in January and February, 1882, and the inference 
is that, as these duplications had escaped observation 
during the more favourable opposition of 1879, they 
are subject to periodical variations, or in any case 
represent phenomena of temporary character. They 
undoubtedly exhibit a most extraordinary arrangement, 
and such as naturally to call forth some amount or 
objectional comment from those who, though familiar 
with the telescopic aspect of the planet, have never seen 
it as Schiaparelli depicts it. In fact his delineations give 
a boldness and definiteness of outline in the smallest 
details which no other observer is able to corroborate. 
The extreme delicacy of shading and softness of outline 
so characteristic of many of the features of this planet 
as displayed in our best telescopes seem wholly wanting, 
and we have presented, to us an elaborate complication of 
hard, dark lines which bear little analogy to our own 
impressions. 

It has been suggested that many of these so-called 
(£ canals * are the edges of half-tone districts on tbejdanet, 
and possibly this may be so in certain cases. mt We 
must not forget that the eminent author of; these impor¬ 
tant discoveries expresses himself very confidently as to 
their existence, for he has seen them repeate%yanfi at 
times when the conditions were not favouteb^ tiO the 
detection of such difficult markings. Probably kblaWijing ' 
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of them urn y be again observed during the ensuing winter, 
although the apparent diameter of the planet is very 
small and opposed to a critical investigation. Schiapar¬ 
elli has, however, pointed out that on January r, 1884, 
the position of Mars with respect to its solstice will be 
identical with that which it had on February 13, 1882, 
audits apparent diameter will be ij y \ that is to say, about 
equal to the apparent diameters which the planet had 
during the discovery of the parallel canals. Every tele¬ 
scope able to distinguish a dark line o"*2 in breadth on a 
bright ground, and to separate the one from the other 
two such lines when the interval between axis and axis is 
o /a, 5, could be employed for these observations and to 
study the duplications if these should be reproduced." 

It is to be hoped that some of our best instruments 
will be devoted to this work during the ensuing winter, 
and that something of these curious features will be ob¬ 
served before the favourable opposition of 1892, when 
they will certainly be seen if ever. But there is the 
alternative that they are possibly variable and subject to 
periodical disappearances, though we can hardly consider 
this probable m view of the permanent character of the 
chief markings on the planet. 

Jupiter has always been an object of great attention to 
the possessors of telescopes, not only on account of the 
readiness with which the satellites may be perceived, but 
also on account of the prominence and variety of his 
belt scenery and the marked changes which it undergoes 
from year to year. The well known red spot which ap¬ 
peared in the planet's southern hemisphere, and which 
first came prominently into notice in July, 1878, has 
proved a great stimulus to observation of late years, 
The large dimension of this spot, its intensely red colour, 
its definiteness of outline, and its durableness have com¬ 
bined to render it an object of extreme interest, and the 
phenomena of this planet, whenever it is described in 
fiiture years, will never be complete without a reference 
to this marvellous feature. Persistently visible through¬ 
out a period exceeding five years, during which it has 
completed more than 4500 rotations, it would be imagined 
that it mu 9 t afford an excellent means of fixing the rota 
tion period of Jupiter with a degree of exactness far sur 
passing all previous efforts. But the spot has shown a 
retarded motion which constantly causes it to lag behind 
its predicted place. In other words, the rotation period 
has been lengthening. Mr. Marth found the average 
tfmetb be 9b. 55m. 34*479. from the observations between 
7 & 7 &-i 8 fir, but the spot now crosses the central meridian 
of Jupiter about two hours after its predicted times based 
on the period just referred to. In fact its time of rota¬ 
tion has lengthened fully three seconds during the past 
two years. But even had this spot been influenced by a 
perfectly accordant motion during the whole period that 
, It has been watched, we could not regard its time as 
Showing the true length of the Jovian day, for the disk of 
this planet exhibits a variety of spots which generally 
move much swifter than the red spot. On the equator the 
markings rotate in 9b. 50m. 7s. Both the dark and bright 
spots which alternate with each other on and near the 
equator, and are included in the two principal dark belts, 
participate in this rapid movement and they show a fairly 
regular period, so that it is impossible to decide at present 
as to the true rotation of the planet's sphere. The brightest 
shot of all has been attentively followed since November, 
JSgo, and it is found that relatively to the red spot it has, 
owing to its greater velocity, completed twenty-three 
revolutions of Jupiter. In other words, during 1026 days 
its thrift proper motion has enabled it to sweep round, no 
less than twenty-three times, the vast circumference of the 
Jovian sphere! What phenomena can possibly have 
given rfoe to such a remarkable difference of motion in 
Ohjdtta df f*My permanent character ? The explanation 
% tonoJvtd in mystery,, and may never be forthcoming, 

• there can be no question as to the importance of 


following up these observations. The red spot now seems 
unfortunately to be in a state bordering on extinction. 
It has become so faint that it is only distinguished with 
care under circumstances of favourable definition. 

Apart from the spots, which evidently offer a large field 
of very interesting work, there are the belts, which are 
constantly varying in colour, position, number, and in¬ 
tensity. At every opposition of the planet a series of 
sketches should be made of the aspect of the disk, for 
some important issue may result from the comparison 
of such drawings if existing over a long number of 
years. Some of the leading features may be found 
to recur at certain definite periods, for the drawings of 
the present day show many curious forms bearing a 
striking analogy to some observed at former times. In 
any case a reliable set of sketches for each opposition 
must give us an excellent basis for investigating the 
varying features of this planet, and may afford us a due 
to some of the marvellous changes evidently progressing 
upon his surface. Telescopes of very moderate sire can 
be usefully employed in these observations. I have seen 
sketches of Jupiter made with a 36-inch reflector, 18^-inch 
refractor, 38^-inch reflector, and with many other instru¬ 
ments ranging from 12 to 18 inches. I have also 
examined a large number of similar sketches obtained 
with refractors of from 4^ inches to 6 inches, and re¬ 
flectors from Si inches to 64 inches, and carefully com¬ 
pared them together. The large instruments appear to 
have had no advantage whatever. Indeed, judging from 
the amount of detail presented in the sketches, and from 
the descriptions accompanying them, the small apertures 
would seem to have rather the best of the comparison ! 

One explanation may be that the detail rendered 
visible on Jupiter by large instruments is so extensive 
that it cannot adequately be delineated during the short 
interval available for sketching. The features change 
very rapidly, owing to the planet's swift axial rotation, 
and drawings made on different nights, when the longi¬ 
tudes are assumed to be coincident, are not reliable, 
because the different markings have become severally 
displaced owing to their differences of motion. 

Saturn, though diversified with belts similarly to 
Jupiter, is less attractive as an object for telescopic 
study. The image of Saturn is beautiful as a picture, 
but there is a sameness about it which observation, re¬ 
newed again and again, has a tendency to make mono¬ 
tonous. His belts are generally faint, and seldom show 
spots of decided character. During the last opposi¬ 
tion the planet’s southern equatorial belt was very dark 
and well defined, and exhibited differences in depth 
of shading, but these were not sufficiently distinct to be 
followed. On the equatorial margin of this belt the disk 
was very bright, and immediately contiguous to it are 
! signs of white spots, which would suggest very similar 
phenomena to that discerned on Jupiter. Spots of suffi¬ 
ciently definite outline to be observed with certainty upon 
the globe of Saturn are extremely rare. Prof, Hairs 
white spot of 1877 affords one notable example of this 
kind, and doubtless the number of such observations 
Would be greatly increased were more attention directed 
to this planet. Though sketches of Jupiter are frequent 
enough, we rarely see attempts to delineate Saturn, and 
thus we have comparatively few records as to the arrange¬ 
ment of his belts. This is to be regretted on many 
grounds. No doubt the rings of this planet monopolise ob¬ 
servers to such a degree that they neglect other phenomena 
which, though less attractive, may be of greater signi¬ 
ficance and interest* Whenever such observations are 
practicable, particular attention should be given to the 
configuration of the belts, and a searching examination 
made for any definite markings which may be sufficiently 
obvious and permanent to be followed bn successive 
nightvand thus enable anew determination of the rotation 
period, William Herachel found this to be loh. 16m. 0*44*., 
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and this has received excellent confirmition from Prof. 
Haifa observations U 1877, which indicated a period of 
joh. 14m. 28 ? 8 s. Scbrueter also glimpsed several spots 
indicating periods of aboutftwelve hours, but these obser¬ 
vations are probably erroneous, as they differ so widely 
from the corroborative results of Herschel and Hall* 
put it is possible that these distinctive markings on 
Saturn give anomalous periods similarly to the spots on 
Jupiter, though hardly to the extent of the differences 
between the existing observations. Were this planet 
more sedulously observed, it is certain that we should 
obtain some new and interesting facts with reference to 
his globe and rings. As to the belts, they are occasion¬ 
ally very plain ; Grover has seen them with only 2 inches 
of aperture, and the writer distinguished them well in 
1881 with a 2j-inch O.G, What, therefore, cun be so 
readily seen in small telescopes ought to come out with 
considerable detail in the large instruments of the present 
day. As to the system of rings, it forms a complicated 
object for study. The marked difference* in their tints 
and brightness should be recorded on all occasions. 
Cassini's division is always plain, but the outer and more 
minute division of Enckc has sometimes defied the power 
of our best telescopes. It apparently varies both in 
position and intensity. Other faint subdivisions aTe 
sometimes traced, but they are very difficult objects, and 
seldom seen with certainty. The crape or gauze ring, 
together with other details, such as the anomalous shadow 
of the ball upon the rings, supply an endless store of 
curious appearances requiring further elucidation. 

There is no doubt that, notwithstanding the mass of 
interesting facts gleaned in past years respecting the 
physical aspects of Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, there re¬ 
main many novel features to be distinguished, and many 
new facts to be descried. Observers, therefore, who 
make these observations a specialty should endeavour 
not only to confirm former results, but to make some 
advance upon our existing knowledge. 

We have not space in the present piper to refer to the 
satellites of these several planets, but may possibly be 
able to do so on a future occasion. W. F. Denning 

THE INTERNA TIONA L B UREA U OF WEIGHTS 
AND MEASURES 1 
II. 

H AVING now given a description of the instruments 
used in the section of linear standards, we come to 
the apparatus belonging to the section of standards of 
weight. 

As regards the essential instrument connected with the 
process of weighing, the International Bureau possesses 
one of the most remarkable collections of balances of 
precision existing in the world. Of these the principal 
ones have been constructed by the house of Ruprecht of 
Vienna. The large engraving accompanying this (Fig. 3) 
represents in its entirety the spacious chamber in which 
they are set up. In addition we gave a special sketch (p. 
465, Fig, 2) of the balances principally designed for com¬ 
parison of standard kilogrammes. This balance is con¬ 
structed in siich a manner as to adapt it for being worked 
at a distance, whereby it is kept free from the disturbing 
influence always occasioned in the process of weighing by 
the proximity of the observer, in consequence of the 
variations of temperature which his presence close to the 
balance gives rise to. In the case of the instrument now 
In question, the observer, having prepared his weighing 
apparatus the preceding, day,—that is, placed the weights 
he will have occasion to use in their right potions in the 
pans of the balance,—avoids any longer going near the 
bilance. Standing in front of his telescope he performs 
all the operations involved in weighing that is, he puts 
the weights on the pans, releases the pans, and then the 

1 Continued from p. 466, 


beam, and measures the oscillations of the beam; then 
changes the weights from one side to the other, placing 
that to the right which was at the left, and conversely, dec., 
the whole at a distance of four metres. For that purpose 
the balance is provided with a mechanism very ingemous 
and of perfect precision which works automatically by 
means of handles fixed to the extremity of long rods. The 
oscillations of the beam are read by the reflection of a 
graduated scale on a mirror borne by the beam; it is 
the image of that scale the observer sees displacing itself 
slowly in his telescope while the balance oscillates. He 
notes a certain number of successive oscillations, and 
thence calculates the position of equilibrium. 

Three other balances, of the same model but smaller, are 
intended for comparisons and adjustments of lighter 
weights. They have the same mechanism of transposi¬ 
tion, only in the case of the two smallest, a little more 
simplified and less complete. In the centre of the Urge 
engraving (Fig. 3) are seen the large arms of the lever 
which allow the weighings to be made at a distance. 
These arms rest on three stone pillars, above which ore 
placed the telescopes for reading the oscillations of the 
beam. 

The following are some details of the mechanism of 
transposition employed in this balance. The pans of the 
balance have a shape altogether peculiar. Each is formed 
by a circular piece open at one point and extending itself 
inwards by four triangular plates or teeth directed towards 
the centre of the balance. A cross piece placed under¬ 
neath can be passed between these plates. Suppose now 
that weights, say of one kilogramme each, are placed above 
the pans on each side ; and to make the ioea the more 
definite let the kilogramme A be on the left scale and the 
kilogramme b on the right. Taking hold of one of the four 
handies under his hand, the observer sets the mechanism 
in motion. This is what happensthe cross piece placed 
under the pan mounts at first, ascends beyond the plane 
of the pan and consequently lifts the kilogramme resting 
above it Arrived at a suitable height the cross piece 
shifts its place laterally, and disengaging itself from the 
pan it gradually gets deposited above one of the plates, 
attached right and left to the pillar of the balance. 
These plates follow an arrangement analogous to that 
of the pans. By continuing the movement the crass 
piece then commences to descend, and traverses the 
plane of the plate, depositing on it the kilogramme which 
it has raised from the scale. While these movements are 
effected to the left in the case of the kilogramme A, they are 
in simultaneous accomplishment to the right in the case 
of the kilogramme b. The two weights to be compared are 
thus transferred at the same time to the central plates. 
Then taking hold of a second handle the observer turns 
the two plates 180° round the axis of the pillar of the 
balance, a movement whifh shifts the plate which was 
at the left to the right, and conversely. All that is needed 
then is to cause the same evolution to be gone over again 
with the crosses which they have already done, but 
inversely, in order to bring back the kilogrammes to the 
scales of the balance; the kilogramme A is then at the 
right, She kilogramme B at the left, and the observer can 
proceed to the second part of the weighing. 

The two other handles control—one the movement 
serving to release the pans, the other the movement 
lo Bering the fork and setting free the beam. 

For a longtime it has been known, that the balance is 
an instrument of precision par exceiknat, By means of 
those here in question the minimum amount of error in 
the process of weighing has been reduced to an almost in¬ 
finitesimal degree. The difference of two kilogrammes, for 
example, can by them be determined to a nicety reaching 
to the hundredth of a milligramme, that is, the wejght of a 
kilogramme is ascertained down to within, a hundred 
millionth of its absolute value. , ' 

In another part of the hall is shown the hydrostatic 
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balance serving to determine densities ; and here, again, 
details of operations have been perfected up to the last 
limits compatible with the actual state of science. The 
water which is to be used for hydrostatic weighings, 
having been once distilled by an ordinary still, is re¬ 
distilled by means of an apparatus of platinum, and 
then re-collected in a platinum vase- The latter is placed 
under the balance employed for the weighings, and by a 
series of ingenious apparatus the weights can be plunged 
in the water $nd all the manipulations performed,— 
manipulations often very delicate, but indispensable if all 
possible chances of error are to be reduced to a minimum. 

The weighing section contains, besides, a beautiful 
collection of weights,—in platinum, iridium, and in quartz 
for weights of the first class, and in gilt brass for weights 
of the second class. 

Irrespective of the fundamental apparatus we have 
just mentioned, the bureau possesses a large number of 
different instruments; some intended for certain special 
labours, others necessary for accessory processes in close 
connection with operations of comparisons or of weighings, j 
Among the former, one of the most remarkable, by reason 
of the exceeding delicacy of the method it sets in opera- ! 
tion,is the Fizeau apparatus, by means of which expansions 
In small standards} or fragments of some millimetres in 
thickness, are measured by applying an optical process 
founded on observation of the phenomenon of the inter¬ 
ference of light. This apparatus enables variations of 
distance between two points to be determined and mea¬ 
sured down to some millionths of a millimetre. 

The accessory instruments are cathetometers, sphero- 
meters, meteorological instruments, barometers, thermo¬ 
meters, hygrometers, &c. Fig. 4, for example, shows the 
normal barometer of the section of weighings, a splendid 
instrument combining all the most perfect contrivances 
for the measurement of atmospheric pressures with the 
utmost possible degree of accuracy. 

The measurement of temperature plays an essential 
paw in all operations which have to be performed with 
standards either of length or of weight; the studies in 
connection with the thermometer have likewise a place so 
important that they may be regarded as constituting a 
section by themselves, with instruments peculiarly their 
own. 

The measurement of temperatures does not form a 
separate section in the International Bureau, but the 
importance of the operations connected with it and the 
precision of the apparatus employed for this end entitle 
it to a special description. 

The aur thermometer depends on a remarkable principle, 
the knowledge of which science owes to the classical ex- 

S eriments of Regnault on the expansion of gas. The 
lustrious physicist has in effect demonstrated that the 
increase of tension winch gas suffers when heated while 
its volume is kept constant is sensibly proportional to the 
temperature. 

It is easy to conceive that Regnault utilised this property 
for the measurement of temperatures* The first air ther¬ 
mometer of precision constructed by him consisted essen¬ 
tially of a glass globe filled with air, connected by a 
capillary tube with one of the arms of a mercurial mano¬ 
meter* Special contrivances allowed the mercury to be 
constantly maintained at the same height in this arm, 
while the globe was exposed to different temperatures. 

. The tendon of air at each temperature is then measured 
by the height of tne mercurial column balancing it. 

Thie instrument, generally employed by experts, has 
subsequently undergone numerous modifications, the 
most of which aim at imparting; greater precision to the 
measurement of pressures: TnU measurement, which 
consists in determining the difference of the height of 
the mercurial levelin the two arms of the manometer, 
really/presents great difficulties, seeing that tubes of large 
dimension* are employed for (he manometer, a condition 


necessary to avoid the capillary depression of the mercury. 
The surface of the mercury in the large tubes presents a 
plane superficies, so smooth that it is impossible to dis¬ 
tinguish the level of the mercury when it is viewed hori¬ 
zontally* To attain this end, one makes use of movable 
points, bringing them gradually close to the surface. 
Observing, then, in a telescope the level of the mercury, 
the point is seen drawing nearer and nearer its image ; 
the instant of contact between the movable point and its 
image indicating exactly the level of the mercury. 

The apparatus represented in Fig. 4 is the one which 
has been constructed at the observatory of the International 
Bureau. The arrangement we have just spoken of has 
been adopted as much for the sake of the readings of the 
manometer as of the measurement of the atmospheric 
pressure in the normal barometer, n n. In the part to the 
left of the diagram* one distinguishes in A the arm of 
the manometer which is connected by a capillary tube with 
the globe placed in the interior of the warming apparatus. 
The latter has been placed in an adjoining position, in 
order not to expose the measuring apparatus to variations 
of temperature. 

Having determined the normal positions of the instru¬ 
ments, one can proceed to the comparison of the mercurial 
thermometers, t t f the reservoirs of which are placed in 
the wanning apparatus in proximity to the globe, A, of the 
air thermometer. The observations consist in reading on 
one aide the temperature indicated by the mercurial ther¬ 
mometers, and on the other in measuring the difference 
of the mercurial level in the two arms of the mano¬ 
meter ; the open arm of the latter experiences the atmo¬ 
spheric pressure, the manometer merely indicating the 
difference between the atmospheric pressure and the ten¬ 
sion of air inclosed in the globe. To get the total 
pressure balancing the tension of the air in the globe, 
the barometric pressure must be added to that indicated 
by the manometer. The measurement of the pressure* is 
effected by means of three horizontal telescopes, movable 
vertically through the length of the upright fixed to the 
pillar shown on the left side of the diagram. This upright 
is able to turn on its axis. Having adjusted the level of the 
mercury, one can turn the telescopes, without deranging 
them, round this vertical axis in such a manner a* to 
read the graduations on the scale attached to the adjacent 
manometer. The telescopes fixed on the upright form to 
some extent, a pair of beam compasses, as they allow the 
difference of tne mercurial level in the arms of the 
manometer to be transferred to the scale serving to 
measure it. 

These instruments are easily adequate to the measure¬ 
ment of a hundredth of a millimetre. In the ordinary 
conditions of experiments three hundredths of a tnfilU 
metre correspond with a variation of temperature of one 
hundredth of a degree Centigrade. To maintain the 
temperature constant within these limits, the steam of 
different liquids, such as water, ether, methylie alcohol, 
ordinary alcohol, the 'ebullition of which takes place at 
continuous temperatures, is used with advantage. The 
regular ebullition of these liquids being one of the con¬ 
ditions essential to the constancy of the temperature, the 
arrangement indicated in the diagram has been decided 
on. A vessel, a, placed in a water-bath, c f contains the 
liquid, the steam of which escaping by the tube x r, pene¬ 
trates into the double cased heating apparatus. Having 
traversed all the parts of the apparatus, including the 
glass tubes in which the mercurial thermometers / r are 
placed, the steam issues by the tubes^ to liquefy in the 
condenser n, whehcc the liquid returns to the vessel by 
the tubes A. Other tubes serve equally to return to the 
vessel so much of the steam as becomes condensed on 
the way or in the apparatus, so that the same quantity of 
liquid Will serve for a sufficiently Long time* The water- 
bath r, which supplies the heat necessary for keeping up 
the boiling of the liquid employed, is itself heated by 



Fig. >—General View of tbe Greet Hall of the 0\ 
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the steam from a little copper,/ placed at some distance system of weights and measures, by establishing a new 
from it. bond between people and people, and by promoting inter- 

Ttaairangemetttswe have just briefly described enable national relations, will undoubtedly prove a powerful 
a difference of readings between the air thermometer factor in the interests of civilisation. This, however, is 
and the merctbfdl ttewnonaeter to be determined to nearly not the only, nor even the principal, interest of this 
the hundredth of a degree. international work, It was not necessary, it may be 

From the descriptive summary thus given it will be properly asserted, for the purposes of commerce and 
seen how important is the new and remarkable inter- industry, to create a collection of such complex and 
national establishment now really established in the neigh- perfect instruments and machines. More than anything 
bourhood of Paris. It remains to add a word regarding else the interest of the labours of the bureau is scientific, 
the benefits which the labours of this institution are Science will more and more cease to rest content with close 
calculated to yield and the phases they have actually approximations ; in all possible branches it craves rigorous 
assumed. exactitude, it aims at precision. The International Bureau 

The signing of the Metre Convention of 1875 will will furnish science not only with standards of measure- 
necessarily be followed in the near future by the adoption roent exactly controlled and verified, but also with a 
of the metric system on the part of all the nations of the great number of physical constants determined with the 
civilised world. The universal introduction of a uniform greatest care and under conditions as perfect as possible- 



Fio. 4—Apparent* for Measurement of Temperature and Barometric Pressure. 


Among all the sciences the one which will reap the idea, formed at die end of last century, that the basis of 
greatest benefit from the new institution is geodesy. In universal measurements must be sought in the dimensions 
fact one ofthe greatest drawbacks to ah exact knowledge of the globe occupied by the human race, it ought also to 
ofthe%ttreofourgl^isjusttheunceruinty still prevail- be understood that for the present day the jSth ofthe 
ing in regard to the relative values ofthe measures which, matter does not centre in tbe metre being a fewmicrons 
having bjfenf mploy^d for the measurement of the different (millionths of a millimetre) longer or shorter, The great 
bases, 1}*^ nerved as points Of departure for triangulations point is that the whole world possess the samemetre, and 
executed various. points of the earth's crust The that the copies distributed be all perfectly equal to the 
mintrteitoftlyof these measures, centred henceforth in the standard, or rather rigorously determined ih relation to 
laboratories of Breton*}, will assuredly cause the trouble- that standard, To demand over and above that the 
Some «Sfcrepancie^ to vanish, and wifi offer a surer basis length of the metre Mly exactly with its theoretic defi- 
for thf :' labours of geodesists. As much may be said nition would assuredly be demanding that, the metre be 
for the ,st^y^ 'variattehs of graVli^ by 'ifdfhs'ofthe subjected to^ periodical retouchings and nfodi&ttQoea in 
The International Gommisfion hhVfe decided order to mike it keep pace with the progress of Science, 
ontaking as departure Iff theaew metric Wpidd fee the veiy worst «af inconveniencesfor a 

imttsjthe ipaMi YiO^SeitanenLlat unit,' " ^ 

the kilqgramj|(tQ of the archives Of France If their actttfft ’ Tbtijfolnt settled, the next thing was to make ati Inter* 

receive unquaiifiedapproval ' bad' Utogimfeie^^bpl^ Via as exact as 

Wife mddering foil homage to the great and tfaktabfe ■pd^ble oftfee metrennd the kilogramxne of fife afth&es, 
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but presenting a greater guarantee than the originals in 
regard to their indefinite conservation and precision of com¬ 
parisons* and which, being the common property of all the 
signatory nations of the Convention, should be preserved 
at the International Bureau, and serve henceforth as 
prototypes and points of departure in the system of 
weights and measures for the entire world. 

Tne task next following was to make a sufficient num¬ 
ber of metres and kilogrammes for distribution among 
the contracting Governments, after they had been com¬ 
pared with the international standards. 

The choice of the material of which the new standards 
should be constructed, the form to be imposed on them, 
the nature and arrangement of the designs, the processes 
to be employed in the comparisons, and a host of acces¬ 
sory questions connected with the preceding matters— 
have all been the Bubject of long and learned deliberations, 
in which, besides the International Committee, the French 
section of the International Commission, composed of the 
best qualified French authorities, have played a great 
part. Even with the utmost possible brevity it would 
take too long to pass each of these points in review. 
Suffice it to say that the material adopted for the new 
standards, as much for the metre as the kilogramme, is 
platinum alloyed with a tenth part of iridium, which will 
impart to it greater hardness and resistance. The 
labours which the choice of this material has called forth 
have given rise to lemarkable improvements in the mode 
of working and purifying the platinum and the metals 
with which it is found allied in the ore. It is impossible 
to recall them without at the same time bringing to re¬ 
membrance Salnt-CIaire Deville, who with indefatigable 
zeal devoted the last years of hiilifc to this pursuit. 

The form fixed on for the metre is that of a bar, the 
section of which has the shape of an X or rather an H, 
the legs of which would straddle towards the top and 
towards the bottom. This form, calculated to supply a 
maximum rigidity for a given quantity of material, offers 
variou* other advantages on which we cannot now 
enlarge. It is 1*02 m. in length, and on the upper surface 
of the transversal limb (that is, on the neutral surface of a 
deffected beam) are traced two very fine lines, the dis¬ 
tance of which at zero represents just the length of the 
metre. It is then a metre d traits t The metre of the 
archives, on the other hand, is a metre d bouts , that is, a bar 
measuring from one extremity to the other exactly the 
length of a metre. The metre is then defined by the 
distance at zero between the middles of the two terminal 
planes. 

The comparisons between the international metre and 
the metre of the archives have been made at the 
Conservatoiredes Artset Metiers; those between the inter¬ 
national kilogramme and the kilogramme of the archives 
have been made at the Observatoire . These labours, 
lasting no less than several months, have been performed 
by the care and under the direction of a mixed Gommission 
composed of members of the International Committee 
and of members of the French section, under the 
presidency of M. Dumas, perpetual secretary to the 
Academy of Sciences, which represents France on the 
Committee. The fabrication of the national standards is 
in course of execution, and the definitive comparisons wiU 
shortly be able to be entered on. 


NOTES 

We regret to announce the death of Dr. Oswald Heer of Zurich, 
the well-known palaeontologist, at the age of seventy-five years. 
In hia earlier years Dr, Heer devoted himself to entomology. 
We hope to give some notice of his life and work in our next 
number. 

The works in connection with die ejection of the Ben NevU 
Observatory are so far forward that the formal Inauguration of the 


Observatory was to take place yesterday. With the view of 
stimulating public interest in the Observatory, there has just 
been published a small handbook giving an aeootmt of its origin* 
and describing the objects it is intended to promote* Mr, George 
Reid, R. S.A., has contributed attractive drawings of Ben Hevta 
from the sea, and of the Observatory building ; from Dr. Archi¬ 
bald Geikie have been obtained bird's-eye views of the scenery 
visible from ths mountain top; and there is also insetted -an 
excellent map, in which the new bridle-road is laid down and 
the configuration of the district indicated by numerous contour 
lines. From a statement given as to existing high-level meteoro¬ 
logical stations in other parts of the world, it appears that 
America maintains two such posts—namely, Pike* Peak, *4,151 
feet, and Mount Washington, 6286 feet; while France can claim 
four, ranging from 3989 to x 2,199 feet; and Italy three, of which 
the highest is 8386, and the lowest 7087 feet. Russia has one 
as high as 3787 feet, aud Switzerland two, of 7505 and 2875 feet 
respectively. The highest in this island, w> far, would seem to 
Hawes Juuctiou, xi35 feet, and Daloaspidal, 1450 feet. Ben 
Nevis gives an elevation of 4406 feet, and, as has been repeatedly 
explained, important results are expected from the comparisons 
it will enable meteorologists to nuke between the state of the 
atmosphere at that height and the conditions prevailing Ik sea 
level. No time \\ ill now be lost in commencing the worksrf the 
Observatory, which has been intrusted to Mr. R. T. OSttond, 
with Mr. Angus Rankin, and another yet to be appointed, as 
assistant observers. During the winter months the of 

the Ben may for weeks together be inaccessible; but pertain 
observations will be daily communicated by means of th)| tele¬ 
graph now beii g laid by the Po&t Office. 

The announcement of the publication of the Berlin Catalogue 
of Zonal Stars will have the effect of postponing the publication 
of the French catalogue, for which a credit of 400,000 francs 
had been asked from the Budget Commission. 

The President of the Berlin Geological Society haw received 
a telegram from the Pentland Firth announcing the safe return 
of the German schooner Germania, which carried the German 
Polar ob crying party from the Gulf of Cumberland, where it 
has spent a year in successful observation and research. 

We have received a telegram from Herr Augustin Otmil of 
Copenhagen, in which he informs us that the Dijmpkna *ti<fooxz<\ 
at Vardo, Norw ay, on October ir, all being well on board. 

The Rus>ian Geographical Society is taking on actfVtepart in 
the International Congress which i$ to be convoked 1 by the 
United States for the unification of the meridian. Delegates 
from the Academy of Sciences and from the Russian Ministries 
of War, and Posts and Telegraphs, wiU constitute a Committee 
at St. Petersburg, and the conclusions of this Committee will be 
supported at Washington by one or more Russian dele^ateF. 

We learn from the annual reports of the WesF Siberian and 
East Siberian branches of the Russian Geographical Society 
(published in the fzvestia) that the East Siberian bmnch busily 
continues the exploration of the very rich remains from the stone 
period amrad Lake Baikal. The valley of Timka, which 
seems to have been an immense workshop for the fabrication of 
quartz, jade, and nepht ite implements, has been, visited again by 
M. Vitkovsky, as well as the valley of the Angora. This last 
consists of a succession of large plains separated by narrow 1 
gorges; the forme was copied during the Tost Pliocene 
period by a series of lake, And subsequently it was the abode 
of a numerous population of the Stone period. M. Agapftoff 
discovered also a place on the Steppe of 
haye been A large workshop for the fabrication stone-imple¬ 
ment^ pieces of which cover the steppe over a 
than twelve miles ; thousands aouM be noSceted 
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on theoteppe. It is worthy of notice that the stone hatchets of 
the steppe are quite like the stone implements of the Chukches, 
The West Siberian branch continues the exploration of the less 
known parts of Western Siberia, and the last volume of its 
Memoirs contains several interesting papers t—On the Altai, by 
M. Yadrinhefif; and on the frarym region, its inhabitants, and 
their trades, by MM. Grigorov&ky and Shostakovich. 

Prof. Nordenskjqlo has presented a meteoric block, which 
he found in 1870 at Greenland, to the Helsingfors University, 
where it has just arrived from America. Its size is not great, 
only one foot in height, but it is very heavy. It bears the fol¬ 
lowing inscription in English : " Terrestrial native iron. Ovlpak, 
Greenland. Brought by A. E. Nordenskjold.* 1 In presenting 
this unique specimen to the University the Swedish explorer 
writes :—“ During my journey to Greenland in 1870, I found at 
Ovipak, on the Disco peninsula, several large blocks of iron 
which were brought home the year after by one of the naval 
steamers. On arriving there they were equally divided, as far 
as possible, into three parts, of which one became Swedish, the 
other Danish, and the third my property. To the latter belongs 
the block which 1 present to you, its weight being about 
10,000 lbs. The *amehas, since 1876, when it was exhibited in 
Philadelphia, been deposited in Washington. As may be 
generally known, a fierce controversy ha* raged as to the nature 
of these blocks, some authorities maintaining that they were 
of meteoric, others of terrestrial, origin, a question on which 
opinions certainly may be divided. However this may be, it is 
certain that these blocks, whether as a specimen of the cosmic 
matter in the universe, or of the earth's interior, are of excep¬ 
tional interest, and may be considered to be valuable gems in any 
museum. To me personally this discovery is enhanced in value, 
as it enables me to present a testimony of my gratitude and 
affection to the institution where I received my first scientific 
education, and passed the most important period of my life.'* The 
block is to be kept out in the open air, as it has been discovered 
that these stones waste away in a room, 

Mr, D. Morris has in the press a work which will be shortly 
published, entitled "The Colony of British Honduras, its 
Resources and Prospects; with Particular Reference to its 
Indigenous Plants and Economic Productions." This work will 
include the results of Mr. Morris's travels in British Honduras, 
and throw a new light on many points connected with the 
climate, the flora, and the resources of this little known British 
dependency. The publisher will be Mr. Edward Stanford. 

Messrs, W. H. Allen and Co. will publish shortly 44 The 
Influence of the Sun on Natural Phenomena," by A. H. Swinton, 
author of ** Insect Variety." 

The green tun referred to last week as observed in India was 
also observed in every part of Ceylon from September 9 to 2a. 
One correspondent writes M follows to the Ceylon Observer 
** Puleadierakam, September 13 .—I write this from the above 
place on my way to Trincomalee, being much interested to learn 
whether the same phenomena exist throughout the island. The 
stm for the last four days rises In splendid green when visible, 
/./. about UP from the horicon. As he advances, he assumes 
abeantt&d blue, and as he comes further on looks a brilliant 
blue resembling burning sulphur. When about 45° it is not 
posable to look at it with the naked eye; but, even when at the 
very a#ntth» the light is blue, varying from a pale blue early to a 
brightblue Inter on, almost similar to moonlight even at midday. 
Thefts as he declines, the .sun assumes the same changes but 
wjft wrsi* The heat is greatly modified; and there k nothing 
like the usual hot days of September* The moon now visible in 
the afternoons looks also ttojgftd with bine after sunset, and aa 
Site dadfaw anomwe a most ^fiery colour 30? from the zenith. 
Tliaf^pfearrm tern* at these phenomena, some even expect* 
. Can this be thrrt»k of the eruption in the Sund 


Straits ?—P.S.—There is no light, even though the sun is visible 
until nearly 7 a.m." 

A terrible earthquake occurred cm Tuesday near Cheshmeh, 
a small town on a peninsula on the coast of Anatolia, and about 
twelve miles from the Island of Scio. Of late there have been 
several earthquake shocks in the pasholic of Anatolia and in 
other parts of Asia Minor, but it is to be feared that Tuesday's 
event eclipses all recent shocks in the devastation it has caused. 

It appears that the whole peninsula, from Smyrna to Cheshmeh, 
together with the neighbouring Island of Scio, was violently 
convulsed. The greatest destruction has been wrought in the 
western half of the peninsula between Cheshmeh and Voulra. 
All the villages in this district are destroyed, being nothing more 
than heaps of ruins. The wretched inhabitants had no time to 
escape, and upwards of 1000, it is estimated, have perished, 
while many others are injured. 

At 11.20 p.m. October 9 a slight shock of earthquake was 
felt at Irkutsk, Siberia. Several shocks of earthquake were felt 
on the 10th in the afternoon throughout the whole of Northern 
Moravia. The oscillations lasted on each occasion from one to 
two seconds. The most violent shock occurred at Olroiitz. 
Telegrams from Cilli, in Southern Styria, show that there were 
severe shocks felt there about an hour earlier than at Olmutz. 
On the same morning, too, there was a shock at Agram, lasting 
two seconds. A strong shock of earthquake, lasting fully eight 
to ten seconds, was also felt at Chios. The shock was felt at 
Syra, on the Dardanelles coast, and at Smyrna, 

A well attended meeting of science and art teachers was 
held at the Birmingham and Midland Institute on Saturday last. 
On the motion of Prof. Tilden (who presided), seconded by Mr. 

E. R. Taylor of the Birmingham School of Art, it was resolved 
14 That in the opinion of this meeting it is desirable to establish 
for Birmingham and the district a branch of the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Science and Art Teachers." Among the objects of 
.such an association it was mentioned would l>e the improvement 
of science and art teaching by discussions of methods of teach¬ 
ing and modes of demonstrating important >cientifie laws. A 
provisional committee was appointed, with Mr. C. J. Woodward 
as honorary secretary. 

Principal Dawson asks us to state that in our report last 
week of his paper at the British Association (p. 579}, the word 
relatives in the title should be relations , and that not tin ore but 
iron ore occurs in the Laurentian. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include a RuppelPs Parrot {Ptrocephalus ruepptlli 9 ) 
from East Africa, presented by Dr. George L. Galpin; a Malabar 
Parrakcct {Paheornis columboides) from Southern India, pre¬ 
sented by Mr. F. W. Bourdillon ; two Plicated Jays {Cyanocora# 
pilmtns) from La Plata, presented by Mrs. J. W. Hammond« 
two Buzzards (Buteo vulgaris) t a Hobby {Pa/co subbuteo), 
European, presented by Capt II. l.inkhuer ; a Tiger Bittern 
(Tigrisoma brasiliens?) from South America, presented by Mr. 
Joseph H. Chettham, F.Z.S. ; a Turtle Dove (Turtur com¬ 
munist captured at sea, presented by Mr. W. M, Brawn ; five 
Long-nosed Vipers {Vipera ammoilyits\ a Vipcrine Snake 
(Tropidonotus viperinus\ European, presented by Lord IJlfotd, 

F. Z.S.; a Macaque Monkey \Macacns cynomolgus) from India, 
a White-ftonted Capuchin {Cebus albi/rons) from South America, 
two Mi chic's Tufted Beer {Kbphodus wiekianus <J 6 ), an 
ElUbt’a Pheasant {Phasianus etlioB <f ) from China, deposited ; 
two Kyras {Pdis eyra), a Red-vented Parrot {Pion us mmstruus) 
from South America, a White-fronted Amazon {CkrysoHs Imco- 
cep ho la) from Cuba, two Royal Python* {Python regim) from 
Weft Africa, purchased; a Collared Fruit Bit {CynonycUris 
collar is) } born ip the Gardens. 
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THE MOVEMENTS OF THE EARTH 1 

I. —Mtasurefunt of Speut 

proceeding to deal with the application of the various 
branches of physical science to the investigation of those 
phenomena which lie beyond the earth, there is a very large held 
from which to make choice of a subject which will show, now 
the application of one branch of science, and now the applica¬ 
tion of another, and bring os, in this way, somewhat nearer to 
the truths and the beauties which lie in the most distant realms 
of space for all who will take the trouble to look for them. But 
perhaps it may be more desirable to select that part of the sub¬ 
ject which, so to speak, lies nearer home, and endeavour to 
point out how, by means of the application of principles, and 
methods, and instruments which are generally familiar, and 
which at all events are of daily use, the various movements 
with which oar planet is endowed may be studied, not only with 
reference to the phenomena themselves, but with reference also 
to the causes which lie at the bottom of them. 

The various branches of knowledge which will have to be 
drawn upon in furnishing the materials necessary for this inquiry 
were really started long before it was imagined that the earth 
had any movements at all; but still, on the whole, the growth 
of the knowledge of its movements has been so beautifully con¬ 
tinuous, that we cannot do better now than consider historically 
the way in which those sciences have grown up, which enable us 
to make certain measurements, and to get out correctly certain 
quantities, which must neccisarily lie at the bottom of any sound 
knowledge. 

What particular things do we want to measure ? It has been 
already said that when the sciences to which attention will have 
to be called later on were founded, very few people on this 
planet knew that it moved at all, but it is now generally known 
that the earth does move. It will be obvious however that, whether 
the earth moves or not (and that may be considered still a moot 
question), if we wish to, form a basts for our judgment in any 
direction, we must be able to measure time and space. It has 
been well said that * * time and space are the moulds in 
which phenomena are cast; ” for when it is desired to gain any 
useful knowledge concerning any fact, the relation which it 
bears to the things around it, and the time of its occurrence must 
be known, and that is the only thing an astronomer tries to do 
when he is investigating that portion of his subject to which we 
must first turn our attention. We will begin then by considering 
those measurements of space which are of the fir»t importance 
to the astronomer. I do not here refer to the ordinary familiar 
measurement of inches, yards, and miles, but to the measurement 
of angles, and it will be well to get a good no! ion of this angular 
measurement as soon as possible. 

There is no special necessity for dividing the circle into 
360 parts, but the greatest number of people have made that 
division, and it is still continued to be done. When the 
Chinese began to make circles they divided them, not into 
360 parts, but into 365!, Now there was a great advantage, 
and a great disadvantage about that. The advantage was that 
this number of divisions in the Chinese circle was tne same as 
the number of days in the year; the disadvantage was that they 
were not dealing with whole numbers, and their 365! was not 
such a convenient number to halve and quarter, ana so on, os is 
360. In quite recent times it has been suggested that 400 ports 
should be taken instead of 360, but that is a suggestion which 
up to the present time has not been acted upon. 

We have then an angle defined os the inclination of two straight 
lines starting from a centre ; if we get one of these lines tra¬ 
versing an entire circumference, the other remaining at rest, the 
travelling line will have traversed 360°; we have what is called 
a right angle when one of the lines has been separated from the 
other through a quarter of a circumference—that is, 90°. This is 
the fundamental Idea of angular measurement, the only measure¬ 
ment of space with which we shall have to deal at present. 

For instance, if a little ivory rule be opened, its two 
parts become inclined to each other, and inclose what is 
known as an angle. That angle may be made large or 
small by opening and closing the two parts, a and » (see 
Fig. 1) of the rule, Suppose the rule to be shut, the point on 
which it turns being in the centre of the circle, cdbf, and 
that, whilst a remains at rest, b is made to travel successively 

1 Report of Lecture a to Working Men givch at tbe Royal School of Mines 
byj. Normaa Lockyer, F.R.S. 


through B and b 1 to b*. It will then Have travelled half the efrt 
cumference of the circle cp&ip, but civilised people,in order 
to get perfectly clear notions about tibia measurement, and to be 
able to tell each other what particular measurement they have 
mode in this way, instead of talking of a circumference merely. 



Fig. i.-Uk of a two-foot rule to explain angular measurement With the 
part a at rest, the movement of the other to n, a 1 and u 9 gives us 45*. 
<jo*, and 180*. 

and of certain rough divisions of it, have divided all circles into 360 
parts called degrees, and say that the travelling part, B, of the 
rule lias travelled through not a quarter, or a half circumference, 
but through 90 and 180 degrees respectively. 

Why are these measurements or space required ? For the 
reason that when we are dealing with the heavenly bodies and 
seeking to define the position of any object, two facts at least 
are required to be known before its exact position can be deter¬ 
mined. An observer going out at night upon an extended plain 
would see some celestial bodies near where the earth meets the 
sky all round, which is called the circle of the horiaon, and he 
might happen to see another body exactly overhead, in what is 
called the zenith. In passing from this zenith to the horizon it 
will be obvious that a quarter of a circumference is traversed (see 
Fig. 2). That distance may therefore be divided into 90*. 

X 



Similarly in passing from the eastern horizon to the western 
horizon half a circumference is travelled over. This distance 
therefore is divided into i8d° of angular measurement in the 
same way that the half of the circumference traversed by the 
travelling rule was divided into 180*. 

Now if it can be ascertained of any body that it is exactly in 
the zenith, Urn position of that one body has been definitely 
stated for the particular time at Which the observation is made. 
But consider the case of another body not in tihe zenith. 
Suppose that the lines, the one A B(seeFlg. a), passing from 
the observer to the object, and the other, AC, Jwssfog from 
the observer to the horizon, inclose an angle QT 45 ** This 
angle is called the star’s Altitude, But to Say simply that the 
altitude of a star is 45* does not sufficiently defind Its position, 
Let the reader imagine himself to be standing in the, Albert 
Hall. He knows that he may look uj> end see tows of panes of 

S ’ ns and ornamented work running around the haU at different 
ights above the floor, He may alio notice, let us say, various 
series of ornamentation arranged vertically from floor to, roof. 
Now suppose it were desired to define the position of ah? Ode • 
pane of gloss or piece of ornamentation in any one 
zofltal or vertical rows, It is obvious that to sap ,df'jfcjr‘P wjk; 
glass at one level that it is at a certain heightab^eibeilw sffl 
not suffice* for all the panes of :0m inthet 
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elevation, In like manner in denning the position of any one 
piece of ornamentation in the vertical series it wilt not be suffi¬ 
cient to say that it is at a certain angular distance from any one 
point, say a door, because all tbe pieces in the same row are at 
this answer distance from the door. But if these two methods 
of stating position be combined, if the height above the ground 
as well as the angular distance from the door be given, then a 
definite statement may be made both of the position of the pane 
of glass and the piece of ornamentation, Similarly with the 
stars. Imagine a horizontal circle passing from north to south, 
and thence to north again. A line from the zenith through any 
body will cut this circle Qt some one point, and the number of 
degrees included between that point and the north point will give 
the angular distance from the north point, or, as it is called, the 
azimuth. The whole of an imaginary line of bodies extending 
from Ihe zenith to the horizon will have the same azimuth (see 
Fig* 3 )* In the same way wemty imagine a whole ring of bodies 


z 



Fig. 3.— Star* with equal Altitude* and stars with equal anmuths. 


at the same height above the horizon, having the same altitude 
(see Fig. 3), but a particular altitude and a particular azimuth 
can be true of only one of those bodies. It is in this way, then, 
by a statement of the altitude and azimuth, that the position of a 
star or other celestial body can be indicated with reference to 
any one particular place of observation and any one particular 
instant of time. 

It is by thus dealing with this angular measurement that the 
exact positions of the heavenly bodies have been determined. 


% 



Ftc. 4.—Tycho Braht's altitude and Athntrth jnstrumest. 


TW* Mint *0 been dfceuned at mum length, became in 
■wktag Mi MWpricaUwtey it willbe fottnd, that the growth of 
j f’tkmlar knowledge of which we (ball cone to apeak, has 
4 ""^ *fce growth or auw'i capability of getting finer and liner in 
n&rneainreinent. To go back t6 tM time of the old 
» Hipparchus, one of the moat eminent of ancient ob- 
Me daycotdd define the petition of a heavenly 
le^tft within one-third of a degree. Since than 360 degreei 


into which circles are divided are each subdivided, first into 
60 minutes, and each of these again into 60 seconds, the one 
third of a degree to which Hipparchus attained may be called 
20 minutes of arc. 

Passing from his time to the middle ages, a most interesting 
instrument then in use claims attention. Fig. 4 is a copy of a 
photograph of the instrument. 

The model, from which the photograph has been taken, is an 
exact copy of an instrument made by one of the most industrious 
astronomers that ever lived, Tycho Brahe, and shows how, even 
in the very beginning of this observational science, men got at a 
very admirable way of making their observations, considering 
the means they had at their disposal First there was in this 
instrument a quadrant of a circle (see Fig. 4), which served their 
purpose just as well as a whole circle. Combined with this was 
an arrangement somewhat resembling the * 1 sights ” on a modem 
ride. Remember this was before the days of telescopes. So 
they started with these sights and a little pinhole, that they 
might take a shot, as it were, at a heavenly body, putting the 
eye near the pinhole, and seeing the heavenly body in a line with 
the front sight. Then the instrument was provided with a 
plumbline to show the vertical. This plumbline was so ar¬ 
ranged that when the sight lay along it, a body in the zenith 
would be observed, and an angle of 90^ altitude recorded. 'With 
the instrument thus set, any smaller altitude could be read along 
the quadrant, according to the position of the line of sight 
passing through the eye, the centre of the quadrant, and the 
place of the heavenly body. 

To get azimuth they used a horizontal circle, shown at the 
base, also divided into degrees and provided with a pointer. 
By sweeping the instrument round until the azimuth was such 
that the body was seen through the pinhole, and fhe altitude 
was such that it was seen in a line with the front sight, they 
fixed its position, as welt as that instrument enabled it to 
be done. Supposing that their circles were properly divided, it 
was quite easy to determine a division as small as the quarter of 
a degree. Tnis would put Tycho Brahe in only a little better 
position than Hipparchus. That is to say, from the time of the 
Greeks until about the middle of the fifteenth century, the only 
advance made with this angular measurement, was that a reading 
of one-lhird was improved into a reading of one-fourth of a 
degree. 

Another notable improvement and advance towards a finer 
and more accurate measurement was made by Digges. He 
introduced the diagonal scale, the principle of which is shown in 
Fig. 5. The arrangement consists of a number of concentric 



circles, in this case nine. The distance between the divisions of 
the inner circle Is 3 0 , From each of these divisions diagonal 
lines are drawn to the outer circle in siteh a manner that the 
diagonal cutting the first circle at o° cuts the ninth circle at 3*. 
That cutting the first circle at 3* cuts the outer circle at 6*. So 
with tbe other diagonal lines. Consider the diagonal passing 
from o° on the inner circle to 3* on the outer. If the pointer 
cuts the scale at the former point, an observation of o* wiu have 
been mode; if It huts at the latter point, an observation of 3 0 will 
have been mode. But it may cut the scale at some intermediate 
point Suppose it falls on the eighth of tbe nine concentric 
circles, then tbe value of the observation will be 7/Sths of g* f 
Should the pointer fall half way between o* and 3*, the reading 
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wkU be 4/$ths of 3 0 , So with the other intermediate points. 
In tins way, then, Digger enabled a much greater accuracy to be 
attained in this circle tending. 

The neat great improvement after that of Digges was one made 
by M. Vernier, a Frenchman, who, in about the year 1631, in¬ 
vented the instrument which bears his name. The following is 
the arrangement. Let the scale on which the measurements are 
made be divided into a certain number of parts. Take a second 



Fig. 6.—V«rnicr readme tenths at diviabas. 


scale called the vernier, shorter than the first by the length of 
one of its divisions, and make the number of divisions in this 
vernier equal to the number of divisions in the scale. Then 
each of the divisions of the vernier, will be less than each of the 
parts of the scale, by n fraction having one for its numerator, 
and the number of divisions in the scale or vernier respectively 
for its denominator. Thus if the number of divisions be ten 
(see Fig. 6), and the vernier equal in length to nine of such 



Fig. 7.—Vernier fehowu in Fig. 6 reading to thrse-tenths. 


porta has also ten divisions, each of these divisions will be 
shorter by i/ioth than each of the parts of the scale. If the 
number of divisions be seventeen (see Fig. 8) the different parts, 
of the vernier will be less by i/iyth than each of the divisions 
of the scale. So when the number of divisions is thirty (see Fig. 9), 
the parts of the vernier will be less by i/pth than the divisions of 
the scale. The arrangement, however, is not limited to straight 
scales. It may also be used for the determination of small 



Fro, 6."—Vemkr reading to seventeenth*. 


fractions of degrees on a circle, Fig, 10 represents a vernier 
giving tenths of degrees on a circle. It need hardly be said 
that the vernier may be constructed to give readings upon 
the inner as well as the outer edge of the graduation. 

In using the vernier the observer looks along it until he meets 
a coincidence, that is for a point where one of the divisions on 
the scale coincides with a division on the vernier. If this occurs 
at the eighth division, then the observation is some whole tmm- 



F10. 9.—Application of vernier t© circle reading to one-tenth of a degree, 

her, and 8/iotha, S/i7tbs, or Sloths, according as the scale used 
h divided into ten, seventeen, or thirty parts. In Fig. 7 the 
coincidence occurs at the third division ; the reading in that 
case would be some whole number and 3/iotba. 

To the iustrumsnt of Tycho Brata then, the vernier*, which 
can be adapted to it, has now been added. Of course by taking 
divisions enough the measurement may be made as fine as po£ 


able. A vernier of 100 divisions may replace the vernier 6f 
10, of 17, or of 30 divisions. Seventeen divisions have been 
chosen to show that the principle is not limited to tenths. Any 
number of divisions may be taken. A very fine degree of accu¬ 
racy can be attained then in angular measurement, owing to the 
introduction of the vernier, and that is why there is what Is 
practically a vernier upon almost every measuring instrument In 
every workshop and laboratory* The question next arises 
whether w ith the introduction of the vernier the limit of accu¬ 
racy has been reached, or whether it be possible to $0 beyond 
this. A negative reply may be made to this question. The 



rto. ia—Application of verniar to circk reading to ten second* of arc, 

limit of accutacy has not here been reached. In order to get 
mote accuracy in this angular measurement, it is only necessary 
to add some branch of physical science to those geometrical 
considerations by means of which circles have been so finely 
divided. The astronomer culls certain portions out of the 
science of optics, and uses them for his purpose. It is perfectly 
clear that the reason a limit is reached with an arrangement of 
the nature of the vernier is, that at last the divisions get $0 small 
that the eye cannot distinguish them, so that optics principles 
have to be appealed to to increase the power of the eye. 

Before discussing this question of whether it be possible to 



Fig. ii.— Horizontal section of the human eye. 


select some principle of optics* by the application of which the 
power of the eye may be increased, it will be well to con¬ 
sider in what it is that that power consists. Fig. n will 
g^vc a routfh notion of those parts of the eye which snedaily 
relate to this matter. First cornet the curved snrfect CW/the 
cornea, and next Ag t the small anterior chamber which .ctmtatos 
the aqueous humour. Behind this comes /r, the ItlSj Whhih 
limits the amount of light entering the eye, thta beteg imme¬ 
diately succeeded by Cry, the crystalline tens. Ite wnes lbe 
large posterior chamber of the eycwhicbcontaJftsthc vitreous 
humour. Behind this the optic nerve entara ^ ajtahall, 'tot* 
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paodtagltself into the delicate layer of nervous elements! AV, 
which filths the inner surface of the vitreous cavity. 

When any object is seen by the eye, the rays of light emanating 
from that body, impinging first upon the curved corneal surface, 
have to pm successively through Aq % Cry , and Vt f belore they 
can affect the nervous retinal elements and cause the sensation of 
light In passing through these portions of the eye, the rays of 
light ore dealt within a peculiar manner, e^ecially perhaps by 
the crystalline lens, and are brought together to form what is 
called an image on the retina. This image influences the nervous 
clemente of which the retina is composed in such a way, that a 
sort of telegram is sent to the brain through the optic nerve, and 
the brain becomes conscious of having seen something, the par¬ 


ticular object seen being included in the message. Another 
diagram (Fig. 12) will perhaps make it a little clearer how this 
image on the retina is formed. At A B is an arrow j from It 
rays of light are marked going to the three different points on 
the retina. But it will be seen that those rays of light which 
come from the top of the arrow are, by the action of these three 
media, twisted downwards, and form an image of the top por¬ 
tion of the arrow on a low part of the retina. The rays of light 
proceeding from the bottom of the arrow are bent up, so that its 
image is formed on an upper pert of the retina. The light 
coming from the middle or the arrow is not bent at all, mid 
therefore forms its image on a middle portion of the retina. 
That is the way in which the eye desk with rays of light entering 



it. With thW knowledge of the optics of the eye, it will be very 
easily seenhiw very wonderfully the construction of the eye ha* 
been imitated in a photographic camera. The front lens is 
practically the equivalent of those three refractive media of the 
eye, the aqueous and vitreous humours, and the crystalline lens ; 
whilst the iris, which in the eye serves to limit the amount of 
light entering it, ha* its exact representative in the “stop," 
which serves the same ead in the camera. The photographic 
plate Is, it need hardly be said, the counterpart of the re¬ 
tina, and has consequently been beautifully described as “a 
retina which does not forget.” Similarly there is just such an 
arrangement for focusing the light as exists in the eye. In 
ffcct a camsra is a rather better machine altogether than the eye, 
because the range is greater, and the focusing power is not lost 
a$ age increases. Therefore the artificial eyes of onr camera 
are never In need of spectacles. 

X, Hew Optics enables us to Head Fine Verniers ,—This know¬ 
ledge, then, having been acquired, how is it to be utilised for 
the purpose of the measurement of angular space ? It may be 
utilised in this way. The reason that we cannot dearly distin¬ 
guish objects pheei very close t > the eye is, that the rays of 
fight which flow from them are so extremely divergent that the 
crystalline !eos cannot focus them on the retina. But by placing 
between the eye and the object a double convex lens, that is a 
lens like the crystalline lens of the eye, thk extreme diver¬ 
gence is corrected; the crystalline leas U thus aided, and the 
cays of light are brought to a focus, as shown in the lower 
part of Fig. i2. Take the ease or a vernier whose divi¬ 
sions are so fine that they are not visible at the distance of 
distinct vision, say about ten inches. If we attempt to correct 
this by making the divisions appear larger, by bringing the 
vernier close to the ey^we l we the power of focusing the rays 
which flow from it Bat the introduction of a convex lens 
between the vernier and the eye enables the eye to see the 
division quite distinctly. 

Qf course the more nearly an object approaches the eye, 
&e more powerful must be the lens, in order that the eye 
; mttf dleaHy see It. In this way we see that the simple addition 
of s convex lens has enormously increased our power of ob- 
serving and measuring small angles. 

1* Onccan, however, go farther than thk, and use not one 
jffottfc fen%'h*t a combination of lenses. But before discussing 
ibevario^ eombiuadonf of leases which are employed in various [ 


instruments, it is necessary to look a. little more closely than we 
have yet done at the structure and action of our convex lens. 
Let us use a glass lens in conjunction with an electric lamp- 
Then we may get an image of the carbon poles thrown on the 



Fi0. 13 —FoiffuiUon of a lctu from section* of prism*. 


screen, in exactly the same way that the crystalline lens forms its 
image on the retina. But there would be this important differ- 
I cnc«, that white the image formed by the crystalline lens would 
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lens does not Although * lens stems to be a very simple 
matter, its structure is really based upon some very complicated 
considerations. If a section of it be taken it will be seen tint 
its surface is built up of sections of triangular pieces of glass, 
these triangular pieces of glass being cniWd prisma, and now 
they deal with the light it is very important for us to know. If 
in front of the beam of light issuing from the lantern a prism be 
interposed, it will be found that whilst part of the light is re* 



Fro. 14.—Diagram explaining the formation Of on achromatic lens, a, crown-gla» prism; n, fl'nt*gl us prism of less angle* but* giving die same r eniotrm 
of colour; c, theswo prisms combined, giving a colourless yet deviated band of light at d". 


be a clear and distinct one, that formed by our glass lens would 
be a very bad one; instead of the poles or the electric arc being 
clearly and sharply defined, they would appear as if seen in a 
hast, and would be surrounded by coloured fringes of light, and 
not much could be made of them* Why is this? We find by 
experiment that this attempt to imitate the action of the eye by 
means of such a simple glass lens U an incorrect way of proceed¬ 
ing, the eye possessing certain qualities which the simple glass 


fleeted from its first surface another portion is refracted as it ; 
is termed, that is, bent put of its original course by the prism. I 
Further, it not only suffers this deviation due to refraction, but it j 
undergoes also what is called dispersion. In fact, where the 
light Falls on the screen an infinite number of different colours 
are seen, these forming what is called a spectrum. This is one of 
the reasons why such a glass lens as we have used will not per¬ 
form the finer work of the eye ; the images of the po>a are 


surrounded by a false glow, because it is difficult to give the lens 
the proper curvature, and there is this power of dispersion which 
breaks the compound white light up into a number of its different 
elementary colours. It U this power of deviation which the lens 
possesses which enables it to bend the rays differently according 
to their different distances from its centre, and causes themto 
form an image at what is termed the focus of the lens.WThe 
rays of light passing through the outer part of the lens undergo 



Fig. is. —Telwcope. a, obj«ct-gUws* giving an image at at c, Uni for magnifying image a, 


more deviation in order that they may be brought to a focus 
at the same point as the other rays. Now prams which are 
made of different material, although they <be of the same 
**** of tke same angle, produce ^different deviations 
and different dispersions of the light which falls upon them* 
This fact has been taken advantage of in the construction of 
lenses Let us take an illustration of the way In which 
this has been done. Imagine glass which gives a high dis¬ 


persion and but slight deviation, set to work against glass 
giving great deviation with but Mule dispersion. It Is obvious 
that it is quite possible by a combination of that character !fb, 
keep the deviation and get rid of the dispersion, or to keep the 
dispmkm and get rid of the deviation, as may be 4«aM Jfo 
doing this on artificial eye of great excellence Hjmw* 

Suppose two different kind* of glass so cdntoinwMa toiorm a 
prism, which should give a pcrftctly White image. Then Ihe 
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dtepetaiottwill have been got rid of, and the deviation will have 
heed retained, and this to exactly what takes place in the modern 
oompouw^ or r as it is colled, achromatic lens. By building up 
a Jobs ip this way we can get a much better image of the carbon 
polos of the lamp than before. This compound, achromatic 
teas, when used m a combination, is called the object-glass, 
because it is pointed to the object. But when it to a question of 
the combination of lenses, there to something else to be con¬ 
sidered besides the mere formation of images. It is not enough 
to consider merely this, because when we spoke of the action of 
a convex lens in aiding us to read the vernier, we found that if 
an image was to be obtained the rays entering the eye must be 
practically parallel In that case the rays always come to a 
focus at the same point. If the rays are not parallel, but direr* 

S int rays, then their focus will vary with the varying distance of 
e source of light. 

In combining lenses together, then, it to Important to bear In mind 
the fact that the rays of light which, after passing through the 
lenses ultimately reach the eye, must be parallel ones. Let us 
consider that arrangement which obtains in the telescope. In the 
simple form of this instrument, A (Fig; 13), representing the object* 
glass, receives the rays of light and forms an image of the distant 
arrow, from which they are supposed to flow, in. exactly the 
same way that the Lens we used just now formed an image of the 
carbon poles on the screen. 

This image, then, having been observed, the eye views the distant 
object as if the object itself were placed at b. Remember now 
the way in w hich the eye was enabled to read the vernier placed 
close to it, and the action of the convex eyepiece of the telescope 
will be very obvious. I11 just the same way as the divergent 
rays coming from the vernier were grasped by the convex lens, 
and rendered parallel, so in thto case the convex eyepiece of the 
telescope grasps the divergent rays from the images reduces them 






Fig. i&— Model of Micrometer. 


power of accurately measuring minute angular distances of 
space. 

Fig. 14 shows a simple model which has been designed to 
illustrate the principle of the instrument celled the micrometer. 
This instrument places in the hands of the astronomer the power 
of measuring with extreme accuracy the most minute distances. 
It consists of two vertical wires, one, A, fixed, the other, &, 
movable by the rotation of a very perfectly cut screw, seen at c. 
The head of the screw, d» to divided into zoo parts, and read 
by means of a vernier to z/ioooths. 

This system of threads moving over certain small distances 
which can be accurately measured by means of a micrometer 
screw, can replace the cross wires to which we have just referred, 
and there are two very notable applications of this principle to 
which reference must now be made. When the object-glass is 
used for astronomical purposes, it to naturally arranged to bring 
the rays which fall Upon it from a celestial body, and which are 
practically parallel, to a focus which represents the actual focus 
of the lens tor such rays, and which is called the principal foens. 
But it is not necessary that the rays which fall upon such a lens 
should be parallel The lens acts under other conditions with 
this proviso, that the more the rays diverge from the body in 
front of it, or, in other words, the nearer the object is to it, the 
greater will be the distance behind the lens of the point at which 
the aerial Image is formed. 


to the necessary condition of parallelism, and thus enables the 
image of the object to be clearly formed upon the retina of the 
observer's eye. 

We have, then, got so far that by means of an object-glass w e 
produce an aerial image, and by means of a convex lens we 
can view this image under conditions which enable another 
imagd of it to be formed on the retina. It to at once obvious 
that we dm do something more than this for if we place a 
oonorete thing such as a cross wire at the same distance in 
front of the convex Ians as the aerial Image, or, in other words, 
at the focal distance of the object-glass, we shall see both the 
aerial image and the concrete ibfbfc be k a cross wire or what | 
not, both together. iuhgtae that we cab obtain an aerial 

» iu this way dfa star* ana that side by side with this image 
star we observe the cross wile. It is quite clear that if we 
have any means of getting the cross wite to bisect the image of 
the star we shall have s much move accurate method of i pokiting { 
at the celestial body, and therefore of tamuriog theaagle 
between two celestial/ bodies* than was possible on the old Systeta ! 
r of sights without telescopes. 1 s 

Suppose this telescope of ours to supplant the pointer of the 
old instrument of Tycho Brahe, consider the extreme accuracy of 
its obaemtiou as compared with that of the pointer in Tycho's 1 
quadrant, and it will be seen how vastly the application of these I 
optical principles has added to the Instrumental powers of i he 
astronomer. | 

. $* Bow Optics enables us to Replace She Vernier by a Micrometer. 
*~$hjt we have not yet done with optics. Its principles have 
beta applied in yet another manner, but still, like these two 



Fig. 17-— Micrometer arranged for demonstration with the electric tight. 

Here in a few words we have a statement of the arrangement 
used in the microscope, and a moment’s thought will show that 
such an arrangement may he applied to the vernier instead of 
the ratal! lens, to which reference has already been made. Nay, 
we can go further than this, it may be applied to the circle itself, 
and help us to measure small fractional divisions of its parts with 
yet greater accuracy than to possible by the aid of the vernier. 
The way In which this to managed to as follows:—The micro¬ 
scope to turned towards the circle, bo that Us divisions may be 
plainly Seta in the field of view, and the position of the wire, op, or 
feet A ecu kvy division may represent a certain position which to 
to be measured by means of the circle. The micrometer head 
may now be used to tall us the exact distance in i/ioooths of a 
revolution between the position occupied by the wire in the first 
instance, and the position of the wire a hen k exactly lies on the 
next division. By determining, according to the graduation of 
the circle, the number of thousandths of parts os indicated by the 
micrometer which lie between each division, it is obvious that 
the exact angular distance between such a position and the 
next division of the circle can be accurately determined. Such 
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system m this is adopted in reading all Urge ciictes. But 
when it it a question of measuring smaller ares, the micrometer 
may, be used with the telescope itself, its wires appearing with 
the Image of the object in the field of view, 

A description of an experiment will perhaps convey a better ] 
idea of what can be done in this way. Fig, 15 represents the 
arrangement. The condensing lens of the lantern having been 
removed, the light is allowed to impinge upon a lens, A, placed 
at a slight distance from the lantern, Its action on the light 
causes a reversed image of the poles to be produced in the air. 
The light coming from this image is then made to pass through 
another lens, » ; the reversal is corrected, and a magnified image' 
of the poles of the electric arc is thrown upon tb« screen. The 
first lens which forms the image may be regarded as the object- 
glass of a telescope, whilst the other lens which throws the mag¬ 
nified image upon the screen is the counterpart of the telescoj^s 
eyepiece. Now if at c, where the image is formed in air, the 
micrometer wires are placed, they, with the image of the poles, 
will appear magnified on the screen. 

r In this manner bodies appeal* with the wires in the field of 
vision of the telescope, and their diameters and the dimensions 
of different parts of them may be most accurately determined. 
Up to the present time we have been concerned .'■imply with 
accurately determining the positions occupied by the various 
bodies which people space. But with this micrometer in the 
field of view or the telocope something more than this may he 
done. We may now detei mine some measurements upon the 
bodies whose positions alone we have been considering up to 
now. For instance, the image of a planet may be grasped by 
the wires, one wire bounding one limb of the planet, the other 
wire lying along the other limb. Then, knowing how many 
complete turns, and 1/tooth, and i/icooth partt> of a turn have 
been given to the head of a screw in order that the wires may be 
separated through such a distance, and knowing also the value 
of these divisions in seconds of arc, the diameter of the planet 
may be measured. In like manner, the heights of lunar moun¬ 
tains may be ascertained by measuring the lengths of the 
shadows thrown by them. Or it may be a quo t ion of the 
distance between two stars close together. 'Hie method is still 
the some. One star is made to lie along the movable wire, the 
other is seen on the fixed one, and the distance through which 
the wires are separated ascertained. Having attained to this, 
let us bring our inquiry into angular measurement to a close. 

In passing, as we shall in the sequel, from the measure¬ 
ment of space to the measurement of time, it will be found that 
the difficulties have been grappled wiih very much in the <ame 
way. In this measurement of space wc began with simple instru¬ 
ments, and only hy a slow growth has the modern instrument 
been arrived at; yet notwithstanding the immense changes that 
have taken place, the pointer and circldof the old instrument are 
still represented in the new, whilst the vernier and micrometer, 
still preeminent, enable a'degree of fineness to be attained quite 
unparalleled in th$ old day*. But in passing from these older 
instruments, in which the circle was so prominent a feature, and 
the pointer so small, to the more modem instruments it will be 
seen that, although both are still preserved, a great change has 
taken place. The pointer, represented by the telescope, is tbe 
promiuent part of the instrument, whilst the circle is hidden away 
almost out of sight, J. Nob man Lockyek 

(To be combined.) 


TABLE OF DIFFERENT VELOCITIES 
EXPRESSED IN METRES PER SECOND 


'T'HE following table has been drawn up by Mr. James 
x Jackson, Librarian to the Paris Geographical Society :— 


A man walking 4 kilometres an hour 

n i» 5 »» »* 

The comet of Halley in aphelion 


A Aip 


knots an hour {9 x 1852 metres) 


Metres per 
second. 

Vii 
1*40 

3*?5 
... 4*63 

Ordinary wind . from 5 to *6 

A ship going 12 knots an hour (12 x 1S52 moire*) ... 617 

A wave 30 metres in magnitude with a depth of 300 

metres. . 6"8| 

A ship going 17 knots an hour (17 x 1852 metres) ... 8*75 

A fresh breeze . ... . jo 

A torpedo boat going 21 knots an hour {01 x 185a metres) 10 80 


{Oct. iA *8% 


A race-horse trotting an English male In 2 min. 14 sec, 
,, galloping 900 metres a minute 


Hamper 


12 
*5 

16-67 

18 

ar*5 


An express train running 60 kilometres on hour. 

Plight of a falcon, of a carrier pigeon . 

A wave in a tempest at sea ... ... ... ... . 

An express train running 60 English miles an hour 

(60 x 1609 metres) . 

A tempest.. ... 

The transmission of sensation by human nerve* . 

A hurricane . 

Flight of one of the swiftest birds... 

Velocby of a point on tbe equator of Mercury . 

Propagation of the tide caused by the earthquake of 
Arica on August 13, 1868 (Arica to Honolulu), 

according to Hochstetter. 

Velocity of a point on the equator of Mars. 

„ soufid in the air {4 io° C.). 

,, a point on the equator of Venus. 

,, „ ,, the Earth . 

A cannon ball . 

Propagation of the movement of tides (North Pacific 

Ocean); maximum according toWhewell . 

The moon’s revolution round the Earth. 

Velocity of a point on the equator of Mercury . 

Revolution of the second satellite of Mars . 

Concussion of the earthquake of Viege (]uly 25, 1855) i 

from Turin to Geneva in 126 seconds . 

Velocity of sound in water ( 48*1 C.). 

Revolution of tbe first satellite of Mars.. 

Velocity of a point on the equator of the Sun 

Revolution of the fourth satellite of Uranus. 

„ ,, eighth ,, Saturn. 

,, ,, third ,, Uranus. 

Velocity of a point on the equator of Uranus . 

Revolution of the satellite of Neptune. 

,, „ second satellite of Uranus. 

of Neptune round the Sun. 

,, of the first satellite of Uranus . 

,, ,, seventh „ Saturn ... . 

>, *» sixth ,, ,, ... - 

,, of Uranus round 1 he Sun . .. 673 ° 

Proper movement of Ve t a . fcoo 

Displacement of the sun towards the constellation of 

Hercules . . .. 7642 

Revolution of the fourth satellite of Jupiter.8359 

,, of Saturn round the Sun .9504 

,, of the fifth satellite of Saturn .9741 

Velocity of a point .on the equator of Saturn. 10,541 

Revolution of the third satellite of Jupiter . 10,869 

,, „ fourth „ Saturn ... ,11,51$ 

Velocity of a point on the equator of Jupiter ... 12,491 

Revolution of Jupiter round the Sun . 12,924 

,, of the third‘aiellite of Saturn . 13,038 

„ „ second „ Jupiter . I3,99g 

,, ,1 m ii Saturn ... ... 14,5$" 

,, ,, first ,, »* t ... ... 16,4*5 

m «« )» t* Jupiter *., ... X 7*667 

,, of Mars round the Sun. 23,863 

„ of the Earth „ * „ * 9 , 5*6 

,, of Venus „ 34 »f>F> 

Proper movement of Capella. 40,coo 

Revolution of Mercury round the Sun.. 47,327 

Proper movement of Sirius . 51,000 

Ordinary movements of the solar atmosphere 

from 30,000 to 65,000 


26-81 
from 25 to 30 
. 33 

&<» 

14**7 


**7 38 

*44 

337 *0 
■* 54-58 
4«3 
3°° 

Q22 

1012 

1034 

1157 

1368 

M35 

t»33 

2028 

33^0 

3738 

3814 

39°4 

4505 

4906 

53?o 

5763 


Proper movement of the Gist of Cygnus 

„ „ Arcturu*. 

The comet bf Halley in perihelfoh.,. ... 

Tempests of the solar atmosphere ... .... 

Electricity; a telegraphic submarine wire 
atrial 

Velocity of light . . 


71.600 
.. 85,000 

... 393 d*fc> 
... 402.000 

... a,QOO, 0 OO 

36,000,000 

300,400,000 


THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION 
REPORTS 

Prior* of the Committee on Eteciek 
R* T. Glflzebrook,—This compraed an account 









665 


Oct. i8, 1883] 


NATURE 


adopted ft the Cavendish Laboratory for comparing resistance 
cofb sent to be tested with the B.A. units. 

Report of the Committee on the Harmonic Analysis of the 'Tides 
was read by Prof. Adams, who said that the Indian Govern¬ 
ment were entitled to great gratitude for carrying on tidal obser¬ 
vations for many years on a thoroughly scientific system, and he 
thought they might be held up as an example to our own Govern- 
incut, which was very niggardly in these matters. He suggested 
that tidal observations should be made on the coast of the 
English Channel, as there were certain peculiarities in the tide 
which ought to be investigated. 


Report of the Committee appointed to Cooperate with the 
Scottish Meteorological Society" in making Meteorological Oh- 
sensations on Ben Nevis was drawn up by Mr. Murray for 
Prof, Crum Brown. Stations had been established at various 
points at which observations were made by the observer, 
Mr. Wragge, half-hourly as he ascended or descended the 
mountain. Simultaneous observations were made at Fort 
William. The diurnal curves for pressure, temperature, and 
humidity have been drawn, and show the insular character 
of the climate markedly. At the top the degree of saturation 
and its persistency is important. In 1881 this was a specially 
marked feature under the approach of numerous cyclones from 
the Atlantic; in 1882 anti-cyclones prevailed, and there were 
frequent changes from saturation to extreme dryness—a dryness 
comparable with that of the Sabara—occurring in very short in¬ 
tervals of time. This extreme dryness was accompanied by a 
very high temperature. The results are to be analysed shortly 
by Mr. Buchan for the Scottish Meteorological Society. 


Sixteenth Report of the Committee appointed for the Pit?pose 
of Investigating the Rate of Increase of Underground Temperature 
Downwards in various Localities of Dry Land and under Water 
was read by Mr. J. Glaisher. The observations were made at an 
artesian well at Southampton, Dolcoath Mine, North Seaton 
Colliery, Ashton Moss Colliery, and Ashton-under-Lyne. The 
report concluded by stating that if we assumed 1 ° in 57*8 feet as 
the rate for the St. Gotlurd Tunnel, and also for the Moul 
Cems Tunnel, the'effect upon the general mean for all places 
will he to make it 1* F. in 60 feel, instead of 1° F. in 64 feet. 


SECTION A— Mathematical and Physical Science 

On the Forms of the Sun's Influence on the Magnetism of the 
JSarth % by Prof. Balfour Stewart.—The author endeavoured to 
. show that there are two forms of solar influence :— 

A. That which produces the diurnal variation, the range of 
which is greatest a little after the time of maximum sunspot 
frequency. 

B. That which produces a magnetic change on the earth as a 
whole; and this, too, acts in such a manner that the intensity of 
terrestrial magnetism is apparently greatest after a maximum of 
sunspoU. 

Itis with this second form of influence that the author deals, 
and he endeavours to show that it leads— 

I, To simultaneous increments or decrements of the horizontal 
force at various states as observed by Broun. 

X To two maxima of horizontal force at the solstices and two 
minim* at the equinoxes, as observed also by Broun. 

3, It appears that the strength of solar action, when the sun is 
favourably disposed with regard to the northern hemisphere 
(Juno) greater than when it is favourably disposed with regard 
to the southern hemisphere (December), a circumstance which 
leads to an annual variation. 

4. It also appears that it is what has been termed the induc¬ 
tion system of the earth that is thus affected by the sun. 

On the Heating Power of the Sun's Rays at London and at 
Hew, by Professors Rpscoe and Balfour Stewart.—The observa¬ 
tions discussed were made by Campbell's method, in which a 
spherical glass lens bad jits focus along the surface of a hemi¬ 
sphere of wood, so that, whenever the sun shone, a portion of 
toe wood wn* burned. The wooden hemisphere was renewed 
twice every year, namely, at the solstices. The following results 
were obtained from the observations, by a process in which the 
burned volume was filled up and the increase in weight accu¬ 
rately measured 

U The heat of the son for the half year between the June and 
the December solstice is greater than that for the half year 
ihd^']VW l 'lhe^I)ecettiber and the Jpne solstice, bat this difference 


is more marked at London (Board of Works) than at the Kew 
Observatory. 

2. The annual value of the sun’s heat is greater at Kew than 
at London in the proportion of 100 to 58. 

3. The annual value of the sun’s heat is peculiarly great about 
the period of maximum sunspot?, but there are indications of a 
double heat*curve for one of sunspots, so that there is a sub¬ 
sidiary maximum of heat about the period of minimum sunspots. 

On Supposed Sunspot Inequalities of Shot! Period , by Prof. 
Balfour Stewart and William Lant Carpenter, M.A.—Putting 
aside in the meantime the question of true or nearly apparent 
periodicity, the authors exhibited certain results obtained by this 
application of a method for detecting unknown inequalities in a 
mass of observations. This has been applied to thirty-six years 1 
observations of sunspots, which have been divided into three 
aeries of twelve years each. Two apparent sunspot inequalities 
of about twenty-six days come out very prominently by this 
treatment, appearing for each of the twelve years in the same 
phase, and to very nearly the same extent. If the average value 
of sunspots for each year be reckoned ~ 1000, this is reduced to 
less than 900 at the minimum of the inequalities, and increased 
to more than 1100 at their maximum, so that the average range is 
more than one-fifth of the average value, a result of very erm- 
siderable prominence. 

Prof. Chandler Roberts read a paper On the Rapid Diffusion 
of Molten Metals. The two metals chosen were lead and gold 
inclosed in a letter U-shaped tube, the lead occupying the lower 
portion of the tube, and the gold being put in at the top of one 
limb. After about forty minutes Prof Uolxsrts found that the 
two metals had been thoroughly mixed.—SirW. Thomson called 
attention to the extreme importance of this with reference to 
metallic alloys, and remarked that it resembled the diffusion of 
gases or of heat in a pis rather than of a solid in a liuuid. Salt 
would take years to diffuse in a similar manner through water. 

Mr. W. G. Black described a simple form of marine anemo¬ 
meter, in which the pressure of the wind on a sail of known area 
was registered by a spring balance. The sail could be easily 
placed in any required position on the ship, and set by means of 
a vaftc to tnc proper angle with the wind.—The arrangement 
was criticised by Prof. Hele Shaw, who described a form of his 
own which he had used for measuring water cun-ents. This 
consisted of two light vanes, movable about the same vertical 
axis, and pressed outwards by a spring. The wind tended to 
make the vanes close up together, and their motion gave an 
indication of its velocity. 

Papers on The Standard of White Lights and on The 
Relation between Temperature and Radiation, by Capt, Abney, 
and Sir C, W, Siemens respectively. Capt. Abney suggests 
as a high temperature standard an incandescent lamp. The 
light of this is compared by means of the spectrophotometer 
with that from Prof. Vernon Harcourt’s standard lamp, after¬ 
wards described. The green light in the neighbourhood of E 
should be about one and a half times that of the gas standard, 
while the red light should be the same in the two. In a recent 
paper Capt. Abney criticised soifle of Sir W. Siemens's experi¬ 
ments of a similar nature. Sir William had used platinum wire 
in air instead of carbon in a vacuum, and the paper read was a 
reply.—In the discussion Dr. Schuster pointed out that a similar 
method, free from many of the difficulties under consideration, 
had been suggested by the late Prof. Clerk Maxwell, and 
apparatus for making the experiments was constructed by him 
shortly before his death. 

Prof, Vernon Harcourt gave a description of a lamp for pro¬ 
ducing a standard light. It was arranged for burning air and 
the vapour of petroleum, mixed in the proportion of three cubic 
inches of vapour at a temperature of 6cP F. to one cubic foot 
of air. The mixed gas is allowed to escape from a hole of a 
quarter of an inch in diameter, and burn in a flame two and a 
half inches hi^h. Prof. Harcourt showed that the height of the 
flame was an index of the proportion k which the gases mixed, 
and was constant when the mixture remained constant. 

Mr* E. P. Cuherwell read a paper On the Probable Explana¬ 
tion of the Effect of Oil in calming Wattes in a Storm . He 
said when the surface of the sea had become smooth after a 
stom it was very common hr long rollers to break on a sand¬ 
bar. If there were no wind and the sea was glassy, these would 
not break until quite close to the shore, even though the ordinary 
theory pointed to thqlr breaking earlier, unless there was a force 
directed opposite to that of them motion. When exerted on the 
waves, such a force might be supplied by the wind; but if It 
rose in any direction the waves broke mu& sooner* Thb result 
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was therefore due to some secondary effect produced by the 
wind pressure, and not directly by the pressure itself, and it was 
to the ripples produced on the surface, which disturbed the 
wave motion, that the speedy breaking was to be attributed. It 
was, however, a direct result yf the theory that the ripples de¬ 
pended on surface tension for their propagation, and could not 
exist in large amount on the oiled surface. It was also evident 
that the hold of the wind on the wave was greatly decreased by 
the absence of ripples, and thus the oil acted both to prevent the 
wind having much effect on the surface, and also to modify the 
motion of tne water in the wave. 

Prof. Stokes read a paper by Dr. Huggins On Coronal Pho¬ 
tography without an Eclipse* In a paper read before the Royal 
Society some time back, Dr. Huggins had shown that it was 
possible by isolating, by means of properly chosen absorbing 
media, the light of the sun in the violet part of the spectrum to 
obtain photographs of the sun surrounded by an appearance dis¬ 
tinctly coronal in its nature. These researches have been con¬ 
tinued, using a reflecting telescope by the late Mr. Lassell, and 
a film of silver chloride as the sensitive plate on which the 
photograph is taken. These plates are sensitive to the violet 
light only, and therefore it was unnecessary to use absorbing media 
which had proved a source of difficulty to sift the light. Fifty 
photographs in all were taken and examined afterwards by Mr. 
Wesley, who made drawings of them for the paper.—Dr. Ball, 
who was in the chair, examined some of the plates, and spoke 
of the interest and importance of this communication. 

Prof. Schuster read a paper On the Internal Constitution of the 
Sun . He had calculated the volume of the sun from its mass, 
assuming that it consisted of a gas subject to gaseous laws and in 
the state of convectional equilibrium discussed by Sir William 
Thomson. The paper showed that, if the rates of the specific 
heats of the gas were less than i *2, the volume of the sun would 
be immensely larger than at present, while, if greater than 2*0, 
the sun's volume would be far smaller than it is. The result 
that the rates of the specific beat* must lie between 1*2 and 2 0 
is so far in agreement with received theories of the constitution 
of the sun. 

Notes on some recent Astronomical Experiments at High 
Elevations on the Andes, by Ralph Copeland.—These experi¬ 
ments were made during the first half of the present year at the 
cost of the Earl of Crawford. At La Pur, in Bolivia, 12,000 
feet, with the full moon in the sky, ten stars were seen 
in the Pleiades with the naked eye, and also two stars in 
the head of the Bull that are not in A Icelander's Urano - 
mrtria Nova, The rainy season lasted roughly until the end of 
March, after which there was a large proportion of fine sky. 
At Puno, on I.ake Titicaca, 12,600 feet, with a 6-inch tele¬ 
scope mounted on a lathe headstock, a number of small planetary 
nebula, and some stars with very remarkable spectra, were found 
by sweeping the southern part of the Milky Way with a prism 
on Prof. Pickering's plan. The most remarkable stars had 
spectra reduced almost to two lines, one near D, and the other 
beyond F, with a wave-length of 467 mm., and apparently 
identical with a line in some only of the northern nebula as ob¬ 
served by Mr. Lohse and Mr. Copeland. A few close double¬ 
stars were also found, amongst them $ Muscat 

At Vincocaya, 14,360 feet, the solar spectrum was examined 
with a somewhat damaged instrument The chief fact noted 
was the relative brightness of the violet end of the spectrum. 
With a small spectroscope several lines were seen beyond H and 
H s . The prominences were visible with almost equal facility in 
C. D,, F, and H„. Attempts to see the corona proved futile, 
nor were the prominences seen otherwise than in the spectro¬ 
scope, the only difference being that the slit could be opened far 
wider than down at the sea-level. A most careful examina¬ 
tion of the zodiacal light failed to show even the slightest 
suspicion of a line in its spectrum, which was continuous although 
nbort. Both at Puno and Vincocaya the atr was very dry the 
relative humidity there and at Arequipa, 7700 feet, being as low 
as 20 per cent. At Vincocaya the black bulb at one time stood 
al»ove the local boiling point, while the wet bulb was coated with 
ice. The author was of opinion that an observatory might be 
maintained without discomfort up to 12,000 feet, or even a 
little higher—the night temperature falling only slightly below 
the freezing point. At greater elevations the thermometer 
falls 1* for every 150 feet of height, the barometer sinking about 
07 inch for the same change. At 15,000 feet it will thus be seen 
that mu ms winter conditions are reached without any very 
material gain in the transparency of the atmosphere. From 
information received it seems possible to maintain a station for a 


short time in the early summer as high as 18,500 feet; later on 
the rains set in and render travelling very difficult. Railway 
and steamboat communication eqatye instruments of any size and 
weight to be carried as high as 14,660 feet, and as far as the 
Titicaca shore of Bolivia. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL, COLUMN 

Pons' Comet.—T he following ephetceris is deduced from 
MM. Schulhof and Bassert’* provisionally corrected dement*:— 

At Greenwich Midnight 


R.A. I>ecL Log. distance from 

h. m. *. . < Earth. Suh. 


Oct. 

16 

... 16 39 S3 - 

+ 55 377 • 

. 0*2653 . 

- 0*2723 


18 

... — 42 19 ... 

55 *37 




20 

... — 44 57 - 

54 50*o . 

. 0*2520 . 

. 0*3600 


22 

47 47 

54 *6*5 




24 

... — S° 48 

54 3’3 - 

. 0*2378 . 

. 0*2472 


26 

... — 54 * - 

53 40*4 




28 

... 16 57 27 ... 

53 *77 • 

.. 0*2226 . 

■ 0*3340 


30 

... 17 1 5 - 

5 * 55*3 



Nov. 

I 

... -456 ... 

v 52 33 '* 

. 0*2065 . 

. 0*2204 


3 

...— 9 ° 

52 11*2 




5 

... — 13 18 ... 

5 * 49*4 » 

>. 0*1894 . 

. 0*2062 


7 

... — 17 49 - 

5 1 27*6 




9 

... — 22 37 ... 

5 * 5*9 . 

0*1710 . 

. 0*1916 


11 

... — 27 40 ... 

50 44*1 




13 

... — 32 59 ... 

50 22*0 . 

.. 0*1513 . 

* 0*1764 


*5 

... — 38 35 - 

49 59*6 




i 7 

... — 44 *9 ... 

49 3 6 ’ 8 • 

. 0*1303 . 

. 0*1607 


19 

... — 50 42 ... 

49 * 3*4 




21 

... 17 57 16 - 

+ 4 * 49 * 

. 0-1079 . 

• 0*1445 


The intensity of light will l>e three times greater on November 21 
than on October 16, and will increase until near the middle of 
January. According to the experience of 1812, we might expect 
it to draw within naked-eye vision at the beginning of December, 
but it is not likely to attain a brightness at all comparable with 
the conspicuous comets of the last few years. Jt may rather be 
anticipated that when best seen, its light will be nearly that nf 
stars of the third magnitude. We are of course assuming the 
comet not to have undergone material change since its last ap¬ 
pearance. On the morning of August 18, 1812, the Paris astro¬ 
nomers have the note :—** La comete commence k 6tre visible h. 
Peril nu; son noyau assez brill ant, est enveloppe d'une chevulure 
ct sa queue est d*environ ij* k 2 e .” Employing MM. Schulhof 
and Bossert’s final orbit, we find that at tne hour of observation, 
about 2h. 30m. a.m. G.M.T., the oomet was in R.A. H4 0 24', 
Deck +40* 27', distant from the earth 1*4713, *hd from the 
sun 0 9449, so that the intensity of light, expressed in the umal 
way, would be 0*52, which corresponds to that on December I 
in the present year. On the morning of September 14 it was 
remarked “ La queue de la comC'e est divide en deux 
branches paralitica ; *a longueur paratt d’environ 3 degri*/’ 
At 4h. 30m. a,m. G.M.T. the comet was distant from the earth 
1*2324, and from the sun 0*7778, whence, the earth’s radius- 
vector being 1*0051, the angle at the comet was 54*29', am! 
with Newcomb's solar parallax, the real length or the tail, if 
extending as most usual in the direction opposite to the sun, 
would be 7,600,000 miles, ©y a little over. 

In announcing the discovery of this comet by Pons at Mar¬ 
seilles on July 20, 18ia, Each remarked {Monadiche Carr** 
sponlenz, xxvk 270) that it was the sixteenth f? fourteenth) comet 
which he had independently discovered within ten years. $0 
indefatigable a worker in this direction well deserves that hi* 
name should be permanently associated with at least one of hh 
discoveries, and none present* itself os affording a more fitting 
case than the comet of 1812. 

Swift’s Co^btary OitfBCT.^It would appear from un¬ 
successful search at European and American observatories that 
Mr. Swift must have been mistaken In supposing he Red ob¬ 
served a comet in the places published in Asfron, Netik,< 
No, 2541. ' / 

The Cordoba Observatory.— Dr, B. A. Gould, director 
of the Observatory at Cordoba, passed through Londoft last 
week eu route for South America, after attending the meeting w 
the “ Astronoinisches GesellsChaft 7 ’ at Vienna, and that wTOft 
International Standard Commission At Paris. We 
Dr. Gould that the printing of the sacond volume jtfrXSMm* 
Zones is nearly completed in London. The attention of tbi* 
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indefatigable astronomer will noon be directed to the publication 
« another great work undertaken by him at the Argentine 
national Observatory, viz, the Cordoba General Catalogue of 
Star*. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL Mr. St 

INTELLIGENCE with^pec 

Oxford, “-The commencement of the Michaelmas Term has inductive 
been marked this year by an event of happy augury for the 
advancement of science in Oxford. Prof. Burdon-Sanderson 


have been appointed moderators for the year beginning in May 
next. 

Prof, Garnett, Dr. Vines, And Mr. Pattiso&Muir arc appointed 
examiners for the first M.B. examinations; Prof. Milr.es 
Marshall, Dr, Ga&kell, and Dr. Shuter for the second M.B. 
examinations of the current year. 

Mr. Stearn is lecturing on electrostatics at King's College, 
withjLpecial reference to theories of electric displacement, specific 
induRive capacity, and the strain in a dielectric. 


opened the physiological depar ment in the University Museum 
With an inaugural address, In which the aims and scope of physi¬ 
ology were defined with scientific accuracy and singular literary 
charm. The Professor showed the great importance of physio¬ 
logical methods for the advance of pathology, and ended by 
promising his future students something more iutertsting to study 
than “dry bones,” 

Prof, Sanderson gives a regular course of lectures on the 
“ Mechanical Functions of the Animat Body," and the physio¬ 
logical laboratory is open for practical instruction under the 
Professor and two assistants. 

Mr. Yule also has a class at Magdalen for Practical Physiology, 

In the Department of Animal Morphology Prof. Moseley lec¬ 
tures on Comparative Anatomy, each lecture being followed by 
practical instruction, Mr. W. H. Jackson lectures on Mimicry 
aad Parasitism; Mr, E. B. Poulton on the Fundamental Tissues, 
and Mr. W. L. Morgan on the Limbs of Vertebrate, 

Mr, E. Chapman has a class at Magdalen for the study of 
Vegetable Histology. 

In the Physical Department Prof. Clifton lectures on the 
Properties and Means of Measuring Electric Currents ; practical 
instruction in Physics is given by Prof. Clifton and Meiers. 
Heaton and J. Walker. Mr. Heaton gives a course of lectures 
on Mechanics. 

At Christ Church Mr, Baynes has a class for practical instruc¬ 
tion in magnetic and electrical measurements. At Balliol Mr. 
Dixon gives an elementary course of lectures on Electricity and 
Magnetism. 

In the Chemical Department Prof. Odling lectures on the 
V Naphthalene Family. Lectures on Inorganic and Organic 
Chemistry are given by Mr. Fisher and by Dr. Watts. Prac¬ 
tical instruction U given by Mr. Fisher, Dr, Watte, and Mr. 
Baker. At Christ Church"Mr. Vernon Harcourt forms a class for 
“Examples in Quantitative Analysis." 

Prof, Prestwich lectures on the “ Elements of Geology." Prof, 
Storv-Maskelyne lectures on “ Crystallography." 

The Natural Science Scholarship at Exeter College has been 
awarded after examination to Mr. £. H. Cartwright, of Charter¬ 
house School. 

Natural Science Scholarships are offered for competition this 
term by Christ Church and Balliol Colleges. 

Cambridge.— The outgoing Senior Proctor, Mr. Torry, in 
Ms address on laying down office, referred to the present system 
of granting M.A. degrees without examination, and iuggested 
that all who had not already taken honours should be required 
to pass for M.A* in some specified portion of one of the honours 
examinations. 

Prof. Darwin will lecture this term on gravitation, and con¬ 
sider some of the mathematical problems which arise in the 
theory of the figure of the earth, measurements of base lines and 
arcs of meridian, pendulum experiments, the Cavendish ex peri- 
ment, and cognate subjects. 

? The Demonstrator of Mechanism will take a doss in rigid 
dynamics, with a view to its applications in engineering; and 
mo a preparatory doss in the differential calculus. 

:' At the annual election to Fellowship at Trinity College, Mr. 
&. A, Herman, Senior Wrangler and First Smith's Prizeman in 
*S8 a was ejected a Fellow. Mr. W. R. Sorley was elected to 
the Fellowship given tor mental and moral science* 

- I'he ekettop to the Knightbridge Professorship of Moral 
PhUoBophy will take place on November 1. The electors are 
fttofenoro Caird, Fowler, Horn mad Seeley, Drs. Campion and 
Tpdhantor, Mr, Leslie Stephen, Mr, Vena, and the Vice 
Chancellor. 

tcrm 0,1 bifta* algebra and the 


' “ nduetin8 - 
MessrsA. Jf- C. AUen (Peterhouse), and C. Graham (Coiw), 


SCIENTIFIC SERIALS 


Bulletins dt la Sociitf d' Anthropologic dt Paris , tome 6, 
s^rie 3, 1883.—In a discussion on polyandry in Cashmere and 
Thibet, M. Olivier Beauregard maintained that this practice 
prevailed among the early Aryan raees of Hindostan ocoo years 
before the Christian era, as shown in the first book of the 
Mahabhfima, from which he mode several interesting extracts 
hearing on this point. His views were strongly contested by 
M. Ujfalvy.—“Remarks on the character of the crania of native 
South Australians," by M. Cauvin, who made a scries of authro- 

r etric determinations w Kile engaged at Sydney in prosecuting 
researches into the morphological characteristics of the 
Oceanic races.—M. dc Ujfalvy, in a communication on the 
“ Traces of the Ancient Cults of Central Asia," described the 
various superstitions which point to an earlier Vedic faith, and 
to a fire-worsbip among races who now adhere either to Hin- 
dooism, or Ulamism, while in the heart of Central Asia the 
majority of the tribes are still followers of the “Old Man of the 
Mountain?,” or the belief of the “ Assassins." He believes that 
the introduction of Mazdcism and Brahmanism was probably 
contemporaneous, and that these ancient culls v ere preceded by 
a form of Shamanism in which the products of nature were 
worshipped.—On human sacrifices among the Kbot.ds of India, 
by M. E. Reclus. The author regards these so-called miriahs 
as a survival of an early practice of the ancient agricultural tribes 
of Asia, who believed that blood was necessary to the fertility 
and nutritive qualities of the fruits of the earth.—On the popu¬ 
lation of Western Laos, by M. Carl Bock. This memoir is 
remarkable for its minute ethnographic details and for the 
number of its anthropometric determinations, and treats of the 
political and social relations of the six Laotian States which pay 
tribute to Slam.—A discussion on the supposed practice of the 
“ Couvade among the Basques," in which M. Vinson, who has 
been twelve years resident among the people, denies the exist¬ 
ence among them of any juch custom, and gives his reasons fur 
doubting toe assumed affinity of this people with the Iberians. 
M. E. Reclus thinks the existence of such a practice might 
perhaps be connected with the transition from the metronymic 
to the patronymic principle of family government; and that from 
an ethnological point of view the question of its reality, to which 
many of the best know n classical authors have given their testi¬ 
mony, is worthy of attention.—On the prehistoric lasso, by M. 
Chauvet,—Report, by M. Nicaise, on the discovery of human 
bones, associated with Quaternary animal remains and worked 
flints, in the alluvial deposits of the Marne Valley near Chalons, 
with plan of locality, &c.—On the significance of the principal 
humeral of the biceps, by M. Leo Testut, with special reference 
to the contradictory opinions of Hyrtl and Calori.—Report on 
the bmin of Louis As&elinc,- by MM. Duval Chudzinski and 
Herve, with diagrams of various aspects of the hemisphere*. 
M. Duval's assertion that Adeline's brain presented variuis 
simian characters drew forth M. Foley’s strongly expressed 
reprobation, while M. Dolly considers that the more general 
admission of a close anatomical affinity between man and the 


lower animals would be conducive towards morality, by lessening 
the cruelties wantonly inflicted on the latter,—Report of com¬ 
mission for the preservation of megalitbio monuments, on the 
remains of dolmens of Port Blanc (Quiberon). —On a prehistoric 
case of dental abnormality, by Dr. Bernard.—Report on the 
adjudication of the Pr lx* Godard for 1883, tor M, L. Rousselct, 
who passed in review the several labours of M, Chanlre, to w hom 
the prize has been awarded in consideration of the merits of his 
palaeolithic alias of France, ar.d for his work on the Iron Age, 
while M, Pnengrueber receives a silver medal, with honourable 
mention, for his anthropometric measurements of the Kabylea.— 
On dental erosions in Use dog, by M. Capstan,—On the steato- 
pyga of the Boshman women, by Dr. Blanchard, 

Journal de Physique thhriquc 4 appRquA, September, 1883, 
—Oft the critical point of liquefiable gases, by j. Jamin, —On 
the compressibility and the liquefaction of gases, by Jf, Jamin.— 


the compressibility and (he liquefaction < 
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Note on the coloured fringes in films of unhxial crystals, and on 
their projection in monochromatic light, by A. Berlin.—Optical 
apparatus for verifying plane surfaces, whether parallel, perpen¬ 
dicular, or oblique, by Leon Laurent (with diagrams).—Theorem 
relative to ramified linear currents, by L. Thevenin.—Horizon* 
tal capillary electrometer, by Qh. CJaverie.—Sonorous vibrations 
of solids in presence of liquids, by F. Auerbach.-—A measure¬ 
ment of wave-length in the ultra^red of the solar spectraiy, by 
E. Fringsheim.—Researches on the proportion of carbonic acid 
in the air, by J. Reiset—Researches on the proportion of car¬ 
bonic acid contained in the air, by A. Muntz and E, Anbin*— 
On the normal amount of carbonic acid in the air, by M, Duma-;, — 
Experimental researches on the thermal conductivity of minerals 
and rocks, by J, Thoulet.—Analytical researches on the method 
of J, Thoulet relative to thermal conductivity, by A. Lagarde — 
On the diffusion of an impalpable powder in solid bodie , and On 
pig iron transformed to steel by cementation, by Sydney Marsden. 
—On the electrolysis of hydrogen peroxide, by M, Berthelob — 
Detection of haemoglobin in the blood by optical methods, by 
E. tlraniy.—Measurement of the rotation of the plane of polar¬ 
isation Quc to the magnetic influence of the earth, by If. 
Becqueret. — A new apparatus for determining specific heaN, by 
W. Louguinine.—Reversal of line spectra of metah, by Liveing 
and Dewar.ling points and vapour tensions of mercury, 
sulphur, and some complex carbon compounds determined by 
the hydrogen thermometer, byj. M. Crafts. 

Atti of the Royal Academy <Ui Linen , June 3.—Obituary 
notice of the late Rniuardo Doxy, with a complete list of the 
illustrious savant's writings, by Sig. Amari.—Remarks on 
Giunti’s researches on the influence exercised by some physical 
agencies on alcoholic fermentation, by Sig, Cossa.—On the 
rotatory power of the isomerous photosantonic acid CjflHjoO*, 
by Sig. Nasini.'-^Two important results of Hall s electric pheno¬ 
menon, by Sig. Blasema.—On the spontaneous oxidation of 
mercury, by S. Damiano Macaluso.—On the equilibrium of 
elastic and rigid surfaces by S. Giaclnto Morera.—On a new 
method of anaisthesis, obtained by disassociating the motor and 
sensitive functions of the nervous system, by S, A, Moviggia. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences, October 8.—-M. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, iu the chair.—On the force of explosive substances, by 
M. Berthelot. In reference to the work in two volumes just 
publbhed by him on this subject {“ Sur la Force des MaHcres 
explosives d’nprfcs la Thermo-chimie, Gauthier-Villars, 1883), 
the author explains that the theory there advanced h the result 
of thirteen years’ experimental researches reported from time to 
time in the Comptes Rmdus of the Academy. The first part is 
devoted to general notion*, and in particular to the development 
of his theory on the propagation of explosive phenomena and on 
the explosive wave, the discovery of which throws quite a new 
light on the whole subject. In the second part are recorded the 
various experiments and researches made by the author on the 
electric fixity of nitrogen. In the third part the principles and 
numerical data thus determined are applied to define in particu¬ 
lar the force of detonating gases, nitro-glycerme, nitroraannite, 
dynamite, gun-cotton, picrates, and other powerful explosive 
substances. The history of the origin of gunpowder and other 
explosives is consigned to an appendix, and the work is enriched 
with full analytical tables and alphabetical indexes.—Report on 
the earthquake felt at Ischia on July 28, 1883, with remarks on 
the probable causes of seismic disturbances, fby M. Daubree. 
The author rejects Prof. P&lmieri’s view that the catastrophe Was 
connected with the presence of old quarries and other cavities 
whose supports gave way and thus caused a sudden subsidence of 
the ground at Casamicciola. He holds, on the contrary, that it was 
due to the volcanic forces, by which the island has often been 
wasted, and notably in the years 18*8, 1867, and 1881. On the 
general question of the nature and cause of these disturbances he 
holds with Dolomiett that they must be regarded as suppressed vol¬ 
canic eruptions. Gaseous bodies formed in underground cavities, 
the vapour of water penetrating from the upper crust, subjected 
to great pressure, sufficiently superheated, and set in motion 
from time to time by a simple natural process, suffice to account ; 
for all the essential phenomena associated with earthquakes.— 
Reply to a note by M. Thollon on the interpretation of a pheno¬ 
menon of the solar spectrum, by M. Faye, The author appeals 
to data supplied by Seccbl mid others In support of his views. 
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and sguhvt the reality of the velocity of 100 to 150 leagues per 
t-econ<l usually assigned by spectroscopes to the movements of 
the hydrogen in the solar protuberances.—On the measurement 
of the forces brought into play in the various acts of totmudion 
(one illustration), by M. Matey*—On the coexistence in a speci¬ 
men of guano of effervescent carbonate of ammonium with 
water and sulphate of potash, by M. E. Chevreul, — On the 
symmetrical character of the so-called adverntive roots in plants, 
by M. I). Clos.—After the reading of this paper allusion was 
made by the President to the loss sustained by the Academy in 
the person of Dr. Oswald Heer, Corresponding Member of the 
Botanical Section, who died at Lausanne on September 27,—On 
the financial aspect of the great works of irrigation in France 
and the north of Italy, by Af. Ar. Dumont.—Observations on 
the Pons-brooks comet and the planets 142, 185, 221, and 334 
made at the Paris Observatory (equatorial of the We*t Tower), 
with note on the remarkable variation in brightness of the Pons* 
Brooks comet, by M. G, Bigourdan.—-On a remarkable pecu¬ 
liarity presented by the tail of the great southern comet of 1882, 
by M, L. Cruls.—On the approximate evaluation of integers, by 
M. Stieltje*.—On the induction produced by the variation of 
intensity of the elertric current in a spherical solenoid, by 
Quet.—On the products formed in the fermentation of the 
sugar cane due to the properties of the soil, by MM. Deherain 
and Maquenne.—On the wheats of India, by M. Rnlland. The 
specimens of Indian wbeaten flour examined by the author 
revealed the presence of about 3 per cent of Visia peregrina^ 
Cker arid in um , and other leguminous flours.—On poisoning by 
the bacilli of the jequirity (one illustration), by MM. Cornil and 
Berlioz,—On the influence of beet-pulp on the milk of the cow, 
by MM. Andound and V, D^zaunay, From their experiments 
the authors c include that the milk of cows fed on beet-pulp 
increases in quantity, but deteriorates in quality.—On the 
geological age of the serpentine rocks and opkiolithic formations 
of Corsica, by M* Diculafnit. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1883 
~ _ _ 

A SCIENTIFIC CATALOGUE 

Bibliotheca His tor ko- Nat uralis et Matkematica .. Lager- 
Catalog von R, Friedlander und Sohn. (Berlin, 1883.) 

IKE enthusiastic physicians who are charmed with a 
"splendid caseof Asiatic cholera, it may be— 
which illustrates or disproves some theory which has 
engaged their attention, there are philologists who are so 
interested in tracing the growth of variations among dia¬ 
lects by watching for and marking fresh changes in a 
parent language under different circumstances that they 
do not consider what an inconvenience this polyglot con¬ 
dition of society is, and what a length of time and amount 
of labour all but a gifted few have to expend in order to 
learn even three or four of the principal languages of 
ancient and modern times, Some considerations lead us 
to hope that, following many other benefits that scientific 
study has unweeningly brought to man, a unification of 
languages also may be in store, 

As science spreads and makes way, the more indis¬ 
pensable to inquirers in each country becomes the know¬ 
ledge supplied by the phenomena or the intellect in all 
others. Knowledge cannot be largely produced by a kind 
of secret manufacture of which one country or one race 
only knows the process. It must be patent in the older 
sense! Inductive science requires such a variety of ob¬ 
servation of positive fact, and is so largely helped by 
comparison of working theories, that hardly any subject 
cap be thoroughly studied without consulting both the 
feets noted by observers and the hypotheses started by 
philosophers in other countries. Commerce has, no 
doubt, brought a large number of men from many parts 
of the world into oral communication, but they are not of 
the class who have the means or the ambition to guide a 
language, as a majority of scientific writers are,—men who 
noiust largely control the education of their country. 

But we live not arrived anywhere near the harbour of 
a Common language yet The first step has no doubt 
been taken by the agreement to use Greek roots for all 
scientific terms, so many of which keep forcing their way 
into familiar language through the utilitarian purposes 
connected with them; and science may claim its share 
also in the recent and increasing disuse of the old black- 
letter type by the Germans, and the adoption of the more 
general Arabic character—as in this publication, to which 
we are much pleased to call attention as a step towards 
counteracting the inconvenience now laboured under 
through the results of the tendency of languages to 
diverge We have in England a fair sprinkling of 
Mwartes in which tolerably complete collections of 
.;Jj^n|glish works are to be found, and the narrow bounda- 
^ites of our crowded population make the use of them 
: | d V jt ty . practicable to the working student. But only a 
y&tf; few indeed of these contain at all complete collec¬ 
tions of foreign publications; and, without doubt, the 
costifeopolitao studies of the Germans, their numerous 
imiveiaitltes-HBach, as Prof Ray Lankester reminded the 
V^&A^oCiatitm^ with a Government endowment suffi- 
t^ht;iit teaaf to nlipw an earnest wofkerto follow up any 
pursuit which has raised his enthusiasm, and each as a 
: Vou, xxvm.—No. 73 * 


matter of course engaged to some extent in original 
research—make their country the home and the market 
for such a collection of books as this. The special 
characteristic of this list is that it is restricted to science. 
The publisher was a successful student at the University 
of Berlin, where natural science was his favourite branch 
An American friend persuaded him to continue his 
studies at one of the United States Universities. He 
made many friends there, but his father's death brought 
him back to Europe, and the large family of them which 
were left required him to give close attention to busi¬ 
ness. His knowledge, however, of science, and his con¬ 
nections in the United States, enabled him to get, and to 
execute with more than usual success, large orders for the 
different great libraries as they were successively founded 
there. He made it the work of his life to form as com¬ 
plete a collection as possible of all scientific books and 
publications, and the results are shown in this book, 
printed with a care which foreign writers would seldom 
find bestowed upon their names and upon the titles of their 
books in an English printed catalogue, and, although 
containing about 1250 pp., deserving to be classed as a 
handy volume. Nearly 50,000 entries of publications on 
science only are made, with the most full particulars as to 
illustrations, size, date, &c. These are divided into 169 
catalogues of works upon as many different subjects, upon 
which very elaborate classification we must remark that 
while no doubt suiting any consulters who only wanted a 
choice of books upon a subject, the dividing and classify¬ 
ing must add immensely to the labour expended upon it, 
and nevertheless reduce the value of the catalogue to the 
very students for whose benefit we are told that the com¬ 
pilation was made, viz. workers who wanted to know 
what upon each subject had been written in all scientific 
countries. For, as any one who glances down the index 
of subjects would see, there are very many books which 
are equally appropriate to half a dozen of them ; and, 
since the same work is not repeated in list after list, it is 
necessary to consult an unknown number of them before 
the catalogue has answered the purpose intended. 
Of course it is difficult also to bring so general a list 
down to any date close upon that of publication, impor¬ 
tant as that is to all scientific writers especially, and the 
omissions which may be traced in this great collection are 
a striking evidence of the wealth of modern scientific 
literature. 

THE FISHERIES OF THE ADRIATIC 
The Fisheries of the Adriatic and the Fish thereof A 
Report of the Austro-Hungarian Sea-Fisheries ; with 
a Detailed Description of the Marine Fauna of the 
Adriatic Gulf. By G. L. Faber, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul, Flume. (London : Bernard QUaritch, 1883.) 

O comprehensive work has till now appeared in 
English on the $ea-fiBherie$ of the Austro-Hun¬ 
garian Empire* and though Mr. Faber modestly refers to 
his volume as a Report meant to pave the way for a more 
general work on the subject* yet we cannot but regard it 
as a very valuable history of the marine fauna and fishing 
intereats of the Adriatic. The volume contains a syste¬ 
matic list of the fishes, including the freshwater forme of 
the watershed of the northern and eastern shores of the 
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Adriatic, which has evidently been compiled with a great 
deal of care. The Italian local names in use on the 
Adriatic coasts and the Croatian names are also given ; 
those of the latter dialect* for the first time. 

The author commences with a short description of the 
Adriatic Gulf. Its tides are inconsiderable, the normal rise 
and fall being only j} foot, and only one ebb and flow in 
twenty-four hours. The currents, however, are numerous, 
acting as modifiers of the effects of climate and influencing 
by their agency the diffusion of marine life. The nature 
of the sea bottom varies immensely, giving abundant 
choice to the various species of fish. The sea water 
proper is, in respect of the degree of saltness, about the 
same as the Atlantic under the tropics, but springs 
abound in some regions to such an extent as to render the 
surface water thereof quite fresh. With a for the most part 
moderate depth, yet ioo fathoms is reached near the 
islands of Zuri and Scoglio Porno, and near the island 
of Meleda the bed has not been reached at 500 
fathoms. 

In the second chapter we find a history of the present 
state of the fisheries. The demand now exceeds the supply. 
The decrease is ascribed to the effects of trawling, though 
without the slightest reason. One great drawback to 
the preserving of fish seems to be the Slate monopoly 
of salt. Full details as to the fishing of Italian boats in 
Austrian waters arc also given. In the third chapter the 
various fishing districts and their peculiar products are 
detailed; besides fish, sponges are obtained in the vicinity 
of Crapano and coral near Zlarin. Fola is the best dis¬ 
trict in Istria for the tunny; it is now a town of 20,000 
inhabitants, in 1856 it was a village of but 600 inhabitants. 
In value the sardine fishery holds the first rank, being 
computed at about 40,000/. a year, while the tunny fishery 
yields about 15,000/., and the red mullet take is calculated 
At 12,000/. The average annual value of squid (Loligo 
stfiola) captured is 12,000/. The various sons of craft 
used in fishing are described and figured in Chapter IV., 
with calculations of their value, number of crew, &c. Nets, 
basket traps, fish weirs and ponds are treated of in 
Chapter V* The tanning process is effected by a solution 
of the bark of Finns maritimus in sea water, but for very 
fine nets the leaves of the pistachio, shumac, myrtle, and 
heath (Erica vulgaris) are used. Chapter VI. describes 
the hooks and lines used. Chapter VII. treats of the 
names applied to fishermen and various modes of fishing. 
The fish markets of the I strio-Dalmatian coast are de¬ 
scribed in Chapter VIII. The well-defined sorts which 
appear in these markets may be given at ninety fishes, 
often uniting under one name various species of the same 
genus, thirty moilusks, and ten Crustacea, but in addition 
there will be found sea urchins (Echini), an actinia (A. 
cerrus), and such an ugly form as Ascidia mkrommus . 
The methods of curing and cooking fish are detailed in 
Chapter IX. The curing of pilchards in oil after the 
fashion Of sardines seems to have met with a well-earned 
success, but the tins have to be imported from England 
and the oil from Italy or France. Chipter X. is devoted 
to statistics; those erf the Austrian sea-fisheries are com¬ 
piled with commendable exactitude and completeness, 
and are regularly published in the Austria the statistical 
periodical of the Austrian Ministry of Commerce. We wish 
that we could say the same ftw Our British sea-fisheries. 


The very valuable appendix contains a catalogue of the 
Adriatic marine fauna, and the local names given to the 
best known forms. The typography and illustrations of 
this handsome volume leave nothing to he desired even 
in these days of luxurious editions* We agree withDr. 
Gunther in believing that to the great number of persons 
who annually leave our shores for the Mediterranean in 
quest of sport and recreation this wotjt will serve 
as a guide to a field of pleasant research, hitherto 
much neglected. It is also a most important contribution 
to the knowledge of the economic resources of the sea- 
coast and rivers of a deeply interesting country, and we 
hope that one of the results of its publication may be to 
greatly develop a practical interest in the fish treasures 
of the Adriatic Gulf, 


OUR BOOK SHELF 

Practical Electrical Units Popularly Explained By 
James Swinburne (late of J. W. Swan and Co„ Paris; 
late of Brush Swan Electric Light Company, U.S.A.). 
(London and New York : E. and F. N. Spon, 1883.) 

The title of this book will doubtless lead those to whom 
“ohms,” M ampere^” u farads/ 1 &c., seem so mysterious 
to hope that all difficulty in understanding what they are 
and whence they come will be removed They will find, 
however, that though the relations between the practical 
units are given very clearly, and are illustrated by many 
numerical examples, yet the definitions are “ definitions 
in a circle.” Mr. Swinburne has neither shown how the 
C.G.S. units are derived, nor has he even given the rela¬ 
tions of the practical to the C.G.S. units* 

The mechanical units are fully described on the English 
system, which perhaps is better suited for purposes of 
explanation than the French, as being more Familiar to 
most people. In speaking of the term “electric fluid/’ 
Mr. Swinburne uses this rather dangerous language: 

“ Electricity can be looked upon as an imponderable fiuid 
which, like a gas, is compressible, the volume varying in¬ 
versely as the pressure, so that if the pressure be doubted 
the volume is halved.” It does not appear at once to ■ 
what this refers, but six pages on the meaning is ex¬ 
plained, for we read : t( It may seem strange at first that 
there should be a unit of quantity, and another of capacity 
to hold that quantity, when we do not need to call a pint 
measure by one name and the quantity of liquid it holds 
by another. It must be remembered that electricity cor¬ 
responds to a compressible fluid ; and though the pint 
measure holds, or is supposed to hold, a pint of liquid, 
the amount of gas it would contain would depend on the 
pressure.” This is oqe of the many excellent concrete 
analogies by which Mr. Swinburne assists his readers $0 
understand those actions which at first seem to many so 
unintelligible. 

It is not clear in what way the following note will assist 
mechanical engineers or any one else to understand the 
nature of electromotive force. “ Force is gtfteei&y 
looked upon as what tends to move matter end the te$m 
* electromotive forte * seems therefore a misnomer at (test 
sight. Science does not know whet electricity is, hut ft 
is supposed to be d kind of motion of meteorites 
ether very closely related to heat and light Srfpncb 
knows little about molecules or ether, and does rim eve* 
know if there are such things, but thinks thenexttftfBg 
to understanding anything is naming it** ; V 

The book is not meant to be a scientific work. but is 
intended to help mechanical engineers and ottteriTto 
understand the units with which they may have lb dted ; 
for. this purpose the simple language and fikp jdhmbus', 
examples will be sum to tm the k succeed v ■ C/.y. J8f‘- 
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The -Jdfsfaf of Great Britain and Ireland Being a 
Natttfol History of such as are known to inhabit the 
Seasand Fresh Waters of the British Isles, with remarks 
on their Economic Uses, and Various Modes of 
Capture. By Francis Day, F.L.S., &c. (London j 
Wftllams and Norgate, 18801883.) 

This ww work on the "Fishes of Great Britain and 
Itebddf * i$ to consist of nine parts and about 200 plates. 
Of these the first six parts, bringing the pages to 176, 
and the plates to 132, have already appeared. Not only 
is the natural history of the marine and freshwater fishes 
given with very copious synonymy, but we find in addition 
the habits of the fish detailed, the means of their capture, 
the artificial breeding, the use for food, and the best 
methods of cooking given. The scientific merits of the 
book are such as we might expect from the author of 
"The Fishes of India,” and from one who occupied the 
important post of Inspector General of Fisheries in India, 
while there is further, in the accounts of the habits of the 
fish and of their means of capture, an amount of most 
interesting details to the general reader and sportsman. 
The plates are from drawings by the author, and though 
uncoloured are very effective. In most cases where 
desirable the stomach and pyloric appendages, the air 
bladder or the mouth with the teeth are added to the 
portrait of the species. When completed the work will 
term a handsome royal octavo volume. 

Parrots in Captivity , By W. T. Greene, M.A., M.D., 
and with Notes on several of the Species by the Hon. 
and Rev. F. G. Dutton. Coloured Plates. (London : 
George Bell and Sons, 1883.) 

THRKF. parts of this well-ilustrated work on parrots kept 
in captivity have already been published, and considering 
the extent to which these splendidly coloured and in¬ 
teresting birds are to be found domesticated in our 
country, this treatise on their habits will no doubt be 
very acceptable to many of our readers. The directions 
given as to their food seem based on practical experience, 
And will be welcome to some who in this respect may 
have wrongly treated some favourite bird. The author 
insists pretty strongly on not characterising a species by the 
behaviour of an individual, fairly arguing that it is just as 
wrong to declare that all the cockatoos are noisy and 
spiteful or that all the lories are amiable and well- 
behaved as it would be to declare that all Englishmen are 
lively or all Frenchmen sad because persons of these 
notion* had been met with having these characteristics, j 


burg, 1883.) 

M, Karelin, who died in 1872, in the province of 
Orenburg, to which he was exited in 1824, was well known 
to naturalists in Russia and Western Europeas an inde* 
fdtigahle collector in mineralogy, botany, and zoology, 
t*ho supplied Russian and foreign museums with neb 
from .Eastern Russia and Siberia. But, with 
|be exception of a few papers in botany and zoology, none 
of Ms most valuable works have appeared in print. Most 


#1 M* manuscripts are lost, ana of his remarkable 
: journey to the Alta* and Sayan, where he spent several 
.rears making his richest collections, only a few frag¬ 
ments of diaries have been discovered. Prof Bogdanoff 
publishes now the two diaries that Karelin kept during 
Ms jbunteys to the eastern coasts of the Caspian Sea, 
•pfefenned in small vessels in 183a and 1836* During the 
first of these voyage* Karelin visited the northeastern 
emtet ana the Gulf of Mertvyi Kuteuk; four years later 
he visited the Gulfs of Astrabad, KfaSnot%|sk, Kara- 
flga^ &c*» and penetrated also into the country, making 
an excursiem im the Astrabad province, and another to 
great Balkhan Mountains, where he entered into 
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communication with the Turkomans. All these tracts 
have been visited and described since, but still the 
reading of Karelin’s diary, which shows a fine observer 
of the physical characters of the countries visited, and of 
the people met with, is a real pleasure; white numerous 
remarks on the flora and fauna, scattered in the diaries, 
have lost very little, or nothing, of their interest from the 
more recent descriptions. Both diaries are followed by 
most valuable general descriptions of the flora and fauna of 
the shores of the Caspian; the lists of species met with, 
altogether exactly determined, have been revised by Prof. 
Strauch and M. Gobi, thanks to the numerous collections 
he made during his journeys. His remarks on the old 
bed of the Amu-daria, which he visited and mapped in 
1836 as far as 37 0 E. long., are fully confirmed by recent 
researches ; whilst bis descriptions of the nature and in¬ 
habitants of the province of Astrabad and of the Turko¬ 
man coast, and his remarks on the falling of level of the 
Caspian, are still as valuable as if they were written to¬ 
day. The work is accompanied with maps of the Gulfs 
of Astrabad, Hassankuli, and Krasnovodsk, and of the 
Balkh&n Mountains, which enable us to conclude as to 
the changes in the configuration of the coast line during 
the last fifty years. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[ The Editor does not hold himstlf responsible for opinions expressed 
by his correspondents . Neither can he undertake to return, 
or to correspond with the -writers of, rejected manuscripts , 
No notice is taken of anonymous communications. 

{The Editor urgently requests correspondents to keep their letters 
as short as possible , The pressure on his space is so great 
that it is impossible otherwise to insure the appearance even 
of communications containing interesting ana navelfacts .} 

The Green Bun 

For two or three days we have been having a modified 
repetition of the phenomena respecting which I wrote you at 
some length by the last mail; while, curiously enough, if there 
is no connection between them, the telegraph announces fresh 
eruptions in Java on the 16th inst. This time, however, white 
there is apparently about the same smoky liase in the sky, it is 
much thinner, showing very plainly after the sun haa set, bnt 
invisible while the sun is much above the horicon. There is 
also very little of the refracting medium to which I referred in 
my lfurt, as there is only a slight discolouration of the sun before 
setting, and scarcely anything of the succession of colours after¬ 
ward as compared with what we had two weeks ago. I send 
herewith a few clippings from Indian papers in regard to the 
matter. The curious appearance of two weeks ago, So far as l 
can learn, was not seen north of Masulipatam on this side, or 
Calicut on the west coast. W, R. Manley 

Ongole, India, September 24 

The following cutting, sent us by Mr. Manley, is from the 
Englishman's OverlanaMml of September 23 :— 

Some excitement has been caused in Madras lately by the fact 
that many persons have observed that both the sun and the moon 
presented a green appearance when near setting. Prof. Michie 
Smith thus explains the phenomenon in the Madras Mail :— 
The appearance of a green sun is very uncommon so far as I 
can discover, but fortunately there is one recorded observation 
which throws much light on the subject. Lockyer once ob¬ 
served the sun to be of a vivid green when seen through the 
steam of a little paddle boat on Windermere, This at once 
points to the solution of the difficulty, and shows us that the 
cause of the appearance is due to water vapour in the atmosphere. 
That it is entirely due to (his I am not prepared to affirm, for 
some observations of Dr. Schuster point to an influence produced 
by suspended matter in the air. This, however, I think we 
may neglect at present, and consider why the vapour which 
usually’give* us the ted sw&et tints should at present rive green 
colours. To settle tttis point I have made careful spectre*, 
wopic observations, and, though I have hot yet reduced 
them, 1 find that they indicate a very marked absorption In the 
red end ,of the spectrum extending nearly to B, with a great 
development of the 14 rain band ” near D on the rid side aocom* 
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panic d by a decided deficiency of the bind on 'the gr«n side, 
called by Piatri Smyth "the low sun bind.” Hence we have 
leal rtd than usual and more green. This u due, in part at 
least, to the sunlight passing through a more than ordinary 
dense stratum of aqueous rafSour, for we kndw that the thicker 
the stratum of vapour the more is the red light absorbed. But 
this is not all, for we have quite as much vapour without this 
green colour, but in these cases the sun, I believe, is not seen at 
all, hut we get strips of green sky which are often seen. The 
atmosphere then, I believe, contains at present a large amount 
of vapour existing actually as vapour, and not condensed into 
clouds ; hence even a great thickness of it Is transparent except 
to those particular rays which aqueous vapour absorbs. The 
green colour can be seen only at a particular altitude, for only 
there is the thickne s sufficient to produce the neoessary absorp¬ 
tion. At higher altitudes the peculiar pale silvery white Is 
exactly what we are to expect. 


Will you allow me to submit to the further consideration of 
the competent whether this phenomenon, seen at approximately 
the same time in Southern India, Ceylon, and the West Indies, 
could be due solely to the presence in the atmosphere of the 
vapour of water. Is not the air in these regions normally sur¬ 
charged through a considerable period of every year with vapour 
of water? And yet not only is this an unusual appearance, but 
it has excited, wherever observed, both wonder ana some alarm. 
In one respect the observation from Ceylon (Nature, vol. 
xxviii, p. 5p7) is the most noticeable we have had yet, inasmuch 
as, even when the sun had attained "the very zenith,” his light 
is said to have continued blue. My doubt is whether a pheno¬ 
menon so rare could be due solely to a cause so everywhere 
common. Henry Cecil 

Bregner, Bournemouth, October 22 

P.S.—When Mr. Lockyer saw his green sun through the 
Steam on the boat, were there not also mingling with the vapour 
sulphurous fames from the funnel ? 

[The sun has been seen green through miat on the Simplon. 
—Ed.] 


Snake Poison 


Touching the effect of Crotalus venom on vegetable life, I 
am anxious to repair an error which appears on p. 552 of my 
work on 14 Snakes/* where Dr, Mitchell is made to affirm that 
some healthy vegetables inoculated with the poison were 
11 withered and dead next day, as If scathed by lightning." In 
some notes which I made many years ago on a too cursory 
reading of Dr. Mitchell’s paper, 1 I omitted the inverted commas, 
which denote that the experiment was tried by Dr. Gillman of 
St. Louis, in 1S54, but which Dr. Mitchell thought was too 
limited and wanting in detail to be of scientific value. I had 
overlooked Dr. Mitchell's comments and his own experiments 
on vegetable life, by which he was driven to the conclusion that 
the plants were injured by mechanical wounds, and not by the 
venom inserted into them. When writing my chapter under 
pressure of time long afterwards, I trusted too confidently to those 
careless notes, and to an impression gained through the old 
Virginia writers that venom it injurious to vegetable life. 

But in a most interesting senes of experiments twenty-five 
years ago Dr. Weir Mitchell found that the venom did not inter¬ 
fere, nor did it arrest alcoholic fermentation and its accompanying 
growth of sporules. To test it on the higher vegetable life he 
wounded plants in various parts of their stem and in various 
ways, taking three or four plants of similar six© and growth- 
geraniums, tradescantia, and others—both succulent and of 
woody fibre, inserting venom into some and not into the others 
which were identical In character, and carefully noting the effects 
on each, which, for the most part, were similar in the inoculated 
and the merely wounded plants, the symptoms being such as were 
produced from the injury to the tissue, the leaf, or stem, as might 
tie, “In many successive efforts to poison other plants with 
venom," says Dr. Mitchell in summing up the results, " 7 failed 
in every instance” 

A more careful perusal of Dr. S, W. Mitchell’s paper now 
enables me to offer this explanation of the misrepresentation of 


1 “Ot» tho Venom of th« Rattlesnake” by Dr. 3 - W 
“ SmitHiocUri Contribution* to Knowledge.” vel. *U, tWo. 
D>C, United States.) 


eh Mitchell, 
Washington, 


those exceedingly interesting experiments, fully detailed in 
vol. xii. of the “ Smithsonian Contributions." ; 

Cleveland, Ohio Catherine C.HOTLEY 


Simultaneous Affections of the Barometer 

My thanks are due to Dr. Balfour Stewart for hirkindly 
pointing out that rimultaneous movements of the barometer, like 
those I had described in my paper of January last, and also la 
the " Brief Sketch of the Meteorology of the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency in 1881,” written in Augost, 1882, were first observed by 
the (ate John Allan Broun. Owing to my connection with 
meteorological work being short—of only fourteen months* 
duration—ray attention had not before been drawn to this feet. 
It is to me interesting to learn also that the late Johi Allan 
Broun considered that there was a connection between these 
movements and the earth's magnetism. 

The Proceedings of the Manchester Literary and Philotapkkal 
Society for the last few years do not appear to have been received 
in Bombay, but they have now been applied for. 

A. N. Pearson 

Meteorological Office, Bombay, September 14 


Table of Different Velocities 

In reading over the interesting table of velocities drawn up 
by Mr. James Jackson, and published in Nature to-day (p, 604), 
there is one item omitted, which the author may like to add to 
his list, viz. the rate at which detonation travel", as exemplified 
by a train of compressed gun-cotton. This has been computed 
by Abel and Nobel to be between 17,000 and 10,000 feet per 
second, or rather more than 200 miles in a minute. In Mr. 
Jackson 1 s table, therefore, the detonation of gun-cotton would 
come in somewhere between the velocity of sound in water and 
the velocity of electricity. H. Baden Pritchard 

Woolwich, October 18 


OSWALD HEER 

X 1 TE briefly announced last week the death, on Sep- 
v v tember 27, at Lausanne, of Dr. Oswald Heer, Pro¬ 
fessor of Botany in the University of Zurich, aged 
seventy-four years and twenty-seven days. He was born 
at Nieder Uzwyl, Glarus, Switzerland, August 31, 1809. 
His whole mind seems to have been imbued from an 
early age with an intense love of nature, and his devotion 
to it lea him to prefer its study to the discipline of the 
Church, which he had entered. Heer’s early reputation 
was made as an entomologist, and from 1834 forwards he 
published many works and papers an entomology, chiefly 
on Swiss insects, and more especially on Coleopteiu, most 
of which treated exhaustively on the vertical distribution 
of species in the Alps. Possibly he is best known (as m 
entomologist) in this country by his monographic work on 
the beetles of Switzerland, which appeared in 1838-41. 

In this work he did for the Coleoptera of that country 
what Frey has more recently dime for the Lepidoptera, 
but, of course, lapse of tkne has rendered Hears labours 
out of date as compared with Frey’s. This monograph 
appeared in two forms,but that which U best known was 
styled “ Fauna Coleopterorum Helvetica/' and extended to 
over 600 pages. But his attention was soon attracted^ per¬ 
haps by some fortunate chance, towards the remains of 
plants which were being disinterred from the Tertiaries \ 
to the north of Lausanne and elsewhere on the Lata pf , 
Geneva, and his whole energy became absorbed in hit* / 
ravelling and restoring the vegetation of the past, aim 
continued 90 until the dose of a laborious life la l8j| 
appeared the sumptuous * Tertiary Flora of Switzerland, 
a work which at once placed him In the first rank «a a 
specialist; and being a prolific and imaginative writer, ' 
untiring industry, he has since contributed to f&ta* 
ontology a nearly uninterrupted series of works Ida 
favourite subjects, tertninatiM hat last vear with the sisth ■ 
volume pS the ^Flora Fossuis Arctic*" 
workers have lived to see their work more higfclyappre- 
dated; and the gratification bo Wat have felt at the sub* 
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stantml honours that were showered upon him for many 
years, ftomjgrants of mpney to honorary distinctions of the 
high*^ order, must have gone far to compensate for a 
malady which had for several years left him bed-ridden. 
The high reputation he so suddenly acquired, more 
espodiSSy in England, was doubtless mainly due to the 
friendship of Sir Charles Lyell, who constantly quoted his 
works, almost to the exclusion of those of other writers on 
similar Subjects. His quickness in seizing the characters 
of even fragments of fossil leaves, his aptitude in describing 
them combined with the boldness of his inductions and 
a certain grace of diction, centred attention on his 
work, and unconsciously diverted it from his eminent 
contemporaries, Unger, Goeppert, Saporta, and Ettings- 
hausen. The place he occupied was unique, and his 
opportunities were proportionally great; his loss will be 
felt, for it will be difficult to find workers, as competent, 
either able or willing to dispose with such rapidity of the 
constantly increasing material brought from distant, and 
especially Arctic, expeditions 

The subject which he had thus made his own is one of 
exceptional difficulty, both from its wide range and the 
character of the material to be dealt with, and the path 
which he trod with such assured steps will be trodden by 
others with doubt and hesitation. If imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery, then was Heer most amply 
flattered, for nearly all works on the newer fossil floras 
have been modelled on his bases, and he has become the 
founder of a school which bids fair to monopolise for 
some time to come this branch of palaeontology. It is no 
disrespect to the dead to mention the open secret that nearly 
all English botanists, and very many geologists, have 
doubted the possibility of determining, except in rare 
instances, the detached and broken leaves which make 
up nine-tenth* of the Tertiary floras. It is fortunate that 
Hecris temperament was sanguine, and his belief in his 
power to interpret the material unlimited, else the mar¬ 
vellous Tertiary floras from the Arctic circle, which so 
profoundly exercise the imagination, would have remained 
a sealed book. His powers are tbe more surprising, as 
bis health does not appear to have permitted much 
travel, a whiter spent on the cultivated side of Madeira 
seeming to have been his only actual acquaintance with 
extra-European floras. Much of his work, too, was pro- 
duett} under conditions the reverse of favourable for exact 
determination and comparison: a friend relates that when 
calling to convey one of the numerous awards made to 
bun by English scientific bodies, he found the Professor 
jylttg down with a small table arranged to cross the bed, 
upon it being specimens which he named while an 
assistant made drawings. 

Besides the fossil floras and insect faunas of h is own c oun - 


tty, his works comprise, among many others, descriptions 
Of the Carboniferous, Jurassic, Cretaceous, and Tertiary 
lorfts front round the Arctic circle, and from Germany, 
Austria, Italy, Portugal, and even more distant countries. 
Ib i86i he was invited to England to describe the Ter* 
may flora from Bovey Tracey, and a work appeared upon 
it in tbe Phil* Tram, of the following year. It is cer¬ 
tainly strange that this and nearly the whole of the fossil 
floras containing dicotyledons examined by him have 
been referred to the Miocene age, and certain prevailing 
*#jws seem to recur in tbe greater paft of them ; but it is 
mi ottr province to discuss tbe correctness of these views 
bhre. He was much in earnest and xealous in the ex- 
t«rtse,and the importance and value of his work, includ¬ 
ing as it does figures and descriptions of species which 
may almost be numbered by the thousand, Is incontest- 


ite Of ill health and 
to consult than are 


able. So much accomplished* it 

probably wftb lew extensive her _ 

available in this country, commands respect; and how¬ 
ever the study of fossil plants may rank in the time to 
Heer-s name will for ever be bound up with it as 
Its ^eat pioneer* 


r/fk BACKWARD STATS OF CHEMISTRY IN 
ENGLAND 

I N the address of the President of the British Associa¬ 
tion last year the report as to progress in one of the 
principal Sections, that of Chemistry, is certainly a very 
meagre one. It is indeed confined to a general statement 
of the value of materials derived from coal and coal-tars, 
&c., and cannot, strictly speaking, be termed chemical. 
Again, in the address of the President of the Chemical 
Section, the existence of such a branch or division sf 
chemistry as that termed %t organic/’ and in which more 
perhaps has been done during the past twenty years than 
in mineral chemistry during the century, is completely 
ignored. And unfortunately the reason does not seem 
far to seek, for very few of tbe papers presented to the 
section had direct connection with the chemistry of 
carbon. 

But it is not only at the British Association meetings 
that this neglect of organic chemistry occurs, but even at 
the Chemical Society itself the number of contributions 
to this section of chemistry is very small. In 1881, out of 
more than eighty communications to the Society only 
about thirty are relating to carbon compounds. In 1883 
the proportion is somewhat greater—thirty-one out of 
sixty-five. It would be perhaps very unfair to institute a 
comparison between our Chemical Society and a much 
younger one, that of Berlin, as they are somewhat different 
in constitution : and the feeding ground, if it may be so 
called, is more extensive in the one case than in the other, 
but still the disparity in number of papers is scarcely to 
be accounted for in this way. 

Chemistry generally, and especially the so-called or¬ 
ganic chemistry, appears to have been very much neglected 
for some years past in this country. 

The cause of this lagging behind, especially in a science 
of such infinite practical applications as chemistry, by this 
country is somewhat difficult to understand. 

We certainly have not the number of chemical schools 
in England as in Germany, but making allowancefor that 
and comparing the past decade in the two countries we 
appear to be grievously behind, both in number of inves¬ 
tigations its well as in their theoretical or practical im¬ 
portance. 

The cause can scarcely be attributed to any want of 
energy or appreciation of the value of research on the 
part of our manufacturers, for they are in many instances 
obliged to seek assistance out of the country. It Seems 
to some extent rather to be owing to a non-appreciation 
of the science by the general public, although in its more 
elementary stages it is more extensively taught than in 
any other country, and this non-appreciation reacts 
injuriously on the schools themselves. Although such an 
intensely practical science and capable of such varied 
applications, the chemical investigator must pass over 
many weary stretches Of complex and to all appearance 
purely theoretical and useless work before reaching a 
brilliant practical result. 

Unfortunately, until ouite recently but few of our Schools 
were so constituted and equipped that a student might 
work on anything like equal terms with his fellow in a 
German school. 

Now, however, we have a goodly number of chemical 
schools rising up, with in many cases professors trained in 
German laboratories. But in many of these the professor 
labours under the great disadvantage, not only to himself 
and the science, but to the students, that he has the 
much mere routine teaching and too little time for that 
original work, or research, which acts so powerfully in 
encouraging and stimulating bis students to get more than 
a mere insight Into the working and rowifeamsin of the 
science, and become investigators themselves. 

The cost of working in an English laboratory is some¬ 
what greater than in a German one, but this difference is 
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no longer great, and does not by any means account for 
the difference in results*between the two countries* The 
German student as a rule works very much longer, that 
is, he is a student for a longer time than the English 
student, who too often commences his study of chemistry 
not as a mental training out as a means to an end : to 
become a public analyst or a works analyst, and who 
desires to learn only as much as is absolutely necessary 
for some particular line he has chalked out for himself; 
or, worse still, to “pass” some “ examination.*' 

The importance of chemistry, especially that more 
regular and systematic chemistry of the carbon com¬ 
pounds, as a philosophical training is not yet by any 
means recognised in this country. And it is to be feared 
that until this is remedy we shall still remain, in spite of 
new schools, in a backward position. 

According to an authority like Prof, Wundt, even quali¬ 
tative and quantitative analysis are, as logical methods, 
superior to mathematical, 1 

There is no reason to suppose that the ordinary English 
student is inferior to any other, and when this subject is 
put before him in a proper light, as a mental training of 
the highest order, and not simply a mechanical sort of 
process, more cheerful results may be looked for. But 
the students in our higher schools and universities 
should not stop at qualitative and quantitative analysis, 
but if possible do some synthetic work, as by this only is 
a real grasp of the science to be obtained. 

When once we get a substratum of well-trained stu¬ 
dents, not simply analytical machines, or examination- 
passers, we shall not have long to wait ‘for results of 
theoretical and also practical interest. 

But our professors must also bestir themselves. In 
very few institutions in England are more than elementary 
courses of lectures given, generally the same thing one 
session after another. The professor should always be 
practically engaged in research work, so that his students 
may have a real example to follow. This of coutse can 
only take place when the present disproportionate amount 
of leaching is reduced. Certain it appears that the enthu¬ 
siasm ana rapid advance of the students working in a 
German university laboratory is in a great measure, 
probably entirely, due to the example of the professor's 
working. 


THE CHOLERA BACILLUS 

T HE Report in which Dr. Koch, chief of the German 
Scientific Expedition, embodies the results hitherto 
obtained by him and his assistants with regard to the 
cholera in Egypt, deals in a very guarded manner with 
the question of the discovery of a definite cholera bacillus. 
As the result of experiments carried out both on living 
and dead cholera subjects, it appears that, whereas no dis¬ 
tinct organism could be traced in the blood and in the 
^organs which are so frequently the seat of micro-parasites, 
yet bacteria having distinct characteristics and resem¬ 
bling somewhat in size and forth the bacilli found in 
glanders were discovered in the intestines and their mu¬ 
cous linings ; and this under circumstances which seemed 
to identify them with the disease from which the patients 
were suffering. Thus, their existence in the intestinal 
membranes was obvious so soon after death that they 
could not have been brought about by any post-mortem 
changes ; they were present in the case of all patients 
who were actually suffering from the disease, ana in the 
bodies of all those who had died of it, whereas they were 
absent in the case of one patient who had had time to 
recover from cholera but who had died of some secondary 
complication ; and they were not discoverable in the case 
of patients who, during the cholera epidemic, succumbed 
to other diseases. And further, the same bacillus had 

* Wundt, * Plubsophical Studies/' vol. 1 . p; 473.1883, 


been met with by Dr- Koch, a yeas previously, in the 
case of four patients who had died of cholera & India, 
and portions of whose intestines had been forwarded to 
him for examination. 

, From these circumstances Dr. Koch feels justified in 
provisionally holding the belief that these baeilU ere in 
some wav related to cholera, but as yet he is not prepared 
to say whether they are the cause or the effect of that 
disease. The number of cases which the Scientific Expe¬ 
dition were able to utilise for the purposes of their inquiry 
was very limited, and it is also suggested as possible that 
some of the experiments were vitiated owing to the cir¬ 
cumstance that the disease was already subsiding in 
intensity when the investigations were conuneaced. 
Especially does Dr. Koch suggest that this may account 
for the invariable failure to produce cholera in any of the 
lower animals into whose bodies the intestinal secretions 
were inoculated; but as to this it must be remembered 
that human diseases are rarely communicable to other 
animals, and that, as regards enteric fever, a disease 
which etiologically and otherwise has many points of 
resemblance with cholera, every effort to communicate it 
to other mammalia has hitherto invariably failed. But 
the failure of infective power which may very possibly be 
associated with the declining stage of an epidemic would 
be very likely to interfere with experiments having for 
their object the isolation and cultivation of the bacillus, 
and hence we are glad to learn that Dr. Koch is to con¬ 
tinue his investigations in India, where the varying stages 
of the disease can easily be met with. In the meantime, 
however, it will be well to remember that Drs. Lewis and 
Cuningham have, notwithstanding laborious microscopic 
and other researches in India, hitherto failed to identify 
any of the organisms they have met with as specifically 
related to cholera. 

One point is set at rest by Dr, Koch’s Report, and that 
relates to the actual nature of the disease which ha* been 
epidemic in Egypt Both pathologically and otherwise 
he declares it to be identical with Asiatic cholera. 


NATIONAL TRAITS IN SCIENCE 1 

T HERE are at present three principal currents of 
scientific work—German, English, and French. 
The scientific writings of each nationality are character¬ 
istic, and, taken as a whole, offer in each case distinctive 

S ualities. German influence is now predominant over 
le scientific world, as French influence was uppermost 
during the earlier part of this century; but the *Wky of 
Germany over Western thought is far more potent and 
widespread than was ever that of France. As students 
once gathered in Paris, so they now flack to Germany; 
and thence back to their own lands they carry the notions 
of German science, and labour to attend, imitate, and 
rival them. Thus Germap ideas have beat spread 
abroad, and established in foreign countries* This has 
set a common standard for scientific work, which , is 
accepted in most European countries. German influence is 
evident by its effects in Switzerland, Russia, Italy, 
Poland, Belgium, England, and America, and in degrees 
indicated by the order given; in France* Spain, and 
Portugal it is hardly noticeable. Holland and the Sqin> 
dinavian countries have for many years achieved sp 
much and so excellent work that their scientific devekm- 
ment may be said to ha irt accompanied raAer than £0 
have followed that of Germany. , 'v ■ 

German science has unquestionably distinctive qualL 
ties. Its pursuit is a special and honoUred caUing, 
attractive to the highest talent: its productions havethe 
stamp of professional work. The German scientific man 
is first and principally an investigator: lie 4 s 
be so, otherwise he loses ip therace. 1 'Be, wfla* 

* Froai Sasnet of Carter $. > ' ; \ > ‘i’ v!\ ’ ' 
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tkm in the hierarchy of learning by the original researches 
he carries out* To succeed under these circumstances, a 
man must discover something which is a real addition to 
knowledge; and to do this, he must be thoroughly 
famfliarwith ad that has been previously accomplished 
in his add* Moreover, to advance beyond his peers, the 
investigator must utilise every possible extraneous ad¬ 
vantage i more especially must he have a mastery over 
the methods to be employed, and be familiar with all 
royalties and refinements therein. It cannot be gainsaid 
that these requirements are more fully answered in 
Germany than anywhere else. It is certain that, ex¬ 
cepting of course a small minority, German scientific 
publications always contain something really new, and 
unknown before: each article is a scientific progress, 
which, however slight, still brings an actual increment to 
our Store Of information. Another result of this profes¬ 
sional thoroughness is equally striking and characteristic. 
Being fully posted as to the status of his department, the 
German often displays a singularly just and keen appre¬ 
ciation of what problems are for the moment best worth 
studying, as being open for solution, and leading to 
something farther, or else filling a gap left. He is thus 
enabled to render his work efficient It is sad to think 
how much scientific work is wasted because the labour is 
not wisely directed. 

In German scientific writings the excellence of the 
matter usually contrasts vividly with the defective style 
and presentation. Indeed, the Germans, despite the 
superiority of their modem literature, are awkward 
writers, and too often slovenly in literary composition. 
Conciseness and clearness are good qualities, which may 
assuredly be attained by the expenditure of thought and 
pains ; but these the German investigator seems unwilling, 
in many cases, to bestow upon his pen-work, but follows 
the earner plan of great diffuseness. Besides this, another 
defect is not uncommon,—the ill-considered anangement 
of the matter. This occurs in all degrees, from a well- 
nigh incredible confusion, to be sometimes found even in 
elaborate and important essays, to a slightly illogical 
order* In this regard, a curious and not infrequent 
variety of this fault deserves mention. According to the 
headings of the chapters or sections, the division of 
tfhpk* la perfect; but under each head the matters are 
tumbled together as if a clerk was contented to stuff his 
vg in anyhow, if only he crammed them into the 
pkeen-hele. 

speaking broadly, the German mind lacks conspicuously 
the Itobfe* of cJearness.and order. There have been cele¬ 
brated exceptions, but they were individual. The nation 
, regards itself as having a decidedly philosophical bent, 
meaning a facility at taking broad and profound views of 
We venture to contradict this opinion, doing 
fedriwbedgy* Their profundity is mysticism, their breadth 
Vigafeliess, yet a good philosopher must think clearly. It 
is a. remarkable but little heeded fact, that Germany has 
not contributed her share to the generalisations of 
science; she has produced no Linne, Darwin, Lyell, 
Lovofeier, or Descartes, each of whom bequeathed to 
posterity a new realm of knowledge, although she has 
given to the world grand results by the accumulated 
achjevements of her investigators* The German's im- 
t sense of humour is another obstacle which besets 
tlM on every path. He is cut off from the perception of 
■mMt' .absurdity, Hke that of Kant's ncumenon, for 
hijfeance* One cannot explain.this to him; it were 
vK&ertp explain a shadow to the sun, who always sees 
ihOligbted side* To state the whole epigrammatically, 

'.Gjenban;. science. is the professional investigation of 

r V English opposite of*this,^amateurish 

; a^ir r $h*n Professional, Some might call it insular, 
yet we should hardly join them in so doing. In fact, the 
pnofessiottal investigator has 1 hardly been a ' recognised 


character in the English social organisation: until 
recently he was barely acknowlcged, even by the univer¬ 
sities, which sought instructors who knew and could 
teach, who might investigate and discover in a subsidiary, 
and, as it were, unofficial way. A large number of English 
scientific men were disconnected from the universities 
and colleges after their own student years, and were half 
or wholly amateurs; and their writings show the effects 
of this separation, not always, to be sure, but in many 
cases with painful evidence, by a lack of thoroughness, an 
imperfect acquaintance with other investigations, and a 
failure to grasp the essential part of the problem : in 
brief, such writings appear behindhand and superficial. 
Vet amid these poorer productions are to be found a 
right goodly number of the best scientific articles we pos¬ 
sess in any language. Of late years the proportion of the 
good has steadily increased, and investigation is now 
more correctly appreciated than ever before. Indeed 
there is no more encouraging event in the recent progress 
of science than the sudden elevation of the standard of 
original research in England. The English are trained 
writers: their scientific articles excel the German in 
literary merit, being seldom slovenly either in arrange¬ 
ment or style, and rarely wearisome from sheer diftusc- 
ness. Very noteworthy is the fertility in generalisations 
of the English : this is with them the outcome of indi¬ 
vidual endowments, a single master attaining a brood 
conclusion—a process of individual effort quite unlike the 
German democratic method of generalising by the ac¬ 
cumulations of many. Is it too much to say that the 
English and Scotch are the Greeks of modern philo¬ 
sophy ? 

French science is decidedly provincial; it is apart, 
having only an imperfect, uncertain acquaintance with 
the great world outside, and its international interests of 
original research. The French have lagged far behind 
the great movements of recent years. Consider only 
how backward they have been in the comprehension and 
acceptance of the Darwinian theory; and remember, too, 
that it were wiser to take out the mainspring from a 
watch than to eliminate evolution from biology. French 
scientific articles are well written, the matter is admirably 
classified, it is all very clear. The keen, artistic sense of 
the nation displays itself here ; but it also deludes them 
into presenting a rounded survey of a greater field than is 
demanded by the actual discoveries they report. To 
satisfy this yearning for artistic completeness, elaborate 
and tedious disquisitions, and hackneyed principles, and 
facts long known, are interpolated; and even worse may 
be, when the imagination helps to create the complete¬ 
ness. Most scientific men harbour a little distrust of 
French work. This sentiment is further fostered by the 
almost Systematic neglect of German research on the port 
of the French. Such a frank exhibition of rancour makes 
one suspect the impartiality of the French in science 
generally: indeed, we believe that science has never been 
so depressed in France as at present. Italy is above her; 
but Italy, with all her innate ability, is striving to learn 
from Germany, and has already risen high, and will rise 
higher. We trust and believe that the present phase of 
French science which abounds in inefficient work will 
soon end, and the people terminate their present voluntary 
isolation, The French stay at borne: they used to travel 
abroad much. Let us hope that they will soon resume 
their ancient habit, and, above all, that they will re¬ 
establish mental intercourse with foreigners. There are 
savants in France who are esteemed throughout the scion* 
tific world: may their number rapidly increase t 

Americans contributions to pure science are by no means 
very extensive, or often very important; compared with 
the great volume of German production, they seem almost 
insignificant. We have never duly fostered research, for 
we have bestowed upon it neither the proper esteem nor 
office* There are, we suppose, at least six thousand 







rofcssors M in the U nited States : are one hundred and 
* “ ct ' ‘ —* 


whep every American professor will be expected to be 
also an investigator; but aiqong us is a little band of men 
who have before them the model of Germany, and who 
are working earnestly for the intellectual elevation of their 
country. Their first object is necessarily to render rs- 
search more important in public estimation, and so to 
smooth the way for a corps of professional investigators. 
Every thoughtful person must wish success to the 


attempt. 


THE GEODETIC CONGRESS 


T HE most generally interesting part of the proceedings 
of the Geodetic Conference which has been sitting 
at Rome during the past week is that connected with 
the selection of a common first meridian. 

The report of the Permanent Committee of the Inter¬ 
national Geodetic Association recommends to the Con¬ 
ference the general acceptance of the meridian of 
Greenwich; it was referred to a Special Committee 
composed of one representative for each of the follow¬ 
ing—England, the United States, Germany, Italy, France, 
and Hamburg. The report concludes thus : — 

“ We terminate our report by proposing to the 
Assembly the following resolutions:— 

“The seventh General Conference of the International 
Geodetic Association, held at Rome, and in which repre¬ 
sentatives of Great Britain, together with the directors of 
the principal astronomical and nautical almanacs, and a 
delegate from the Coast and Geodetic Survey of the 
United States have taken part, after having discussed 
the questions of unification of longitudes by the adoption 
of an initial meridian, and of the unification of time by 
the adoption of a universal hour, have come to the 
following conclusions 

“ Firstly, that the unification of longitudes and of hours 
is as equally desirable in the interests of science as in 
those of navigation, commerce, and international commu¬ 
nication. The scientific and practical utility of this 
reform* considerably outweighs the sacrifices and the 
trouble of arrangement to which it will put the minority 
of civilised nations. It should, therefore, be recom 
mended to the Governments of all the States interested 
that it may be arranged ahd confirmed by an International 
Convention, so that henceforth one and the same system 
of longitudes may be employed in all the astronomical 
and nautical' almanacs, in all the geodetic and topo¬ 
graphical bureaux and institutes, and in all geographical 
ana hydrographical charts. 

“Secondly, that the Conference propose to the Govern¬ 
ments to choose for the initial meridian that of Green¬ 
wich, inasmuch as that meridian fulfils, as a point of 
departure of longitudes, all the conditions required by 
science ; and that being already actually the mo 9 t exten¬ 
sively used of all, it presents the greater probability of 
being generally accepted. 

“Thirdly, That the longitudes should be reckoned 
from the meridian of Greenwich in the sole direction of 
from east to west, and from zero to 360°, or from zero to 
twenty-four hours ; the meridians on the charts and th A 
longitudes in the registers should be indicated everywhere 
in hours and minutes of time, with liberty of adding the 
indication of the corresponding degrees. 

“Fourthly, That the Conference recognises for certain 
scientific needs, and for the service of the great adminis¬ 
trations of the means of communication, such as rail¬ 


ways, steamship lines, telegraphs, and posts, the utility of 
adopting a universal hour, side oy side with the local or 
national hours, which will necessarily continue to be 
employed in civil life, 

“Fifthly, That the Conference recommends, as the 


point of departure of the universal hour and of cosmo¬ 
politan dates, the mean noon of Greenwich, which coin¬ 
cides with the instant of midnight or with the beginning 
of the civil day, situated at the twelfth hoarder atrikr, 
Greenwich. It follows that the universal tiroewill corre¬ 
spond everywhere with the mean local time* reckoned 
from midnight, less twelve hours and he longitudeof the 
place, and that the dates change at the antipodes of 
Greenwich* 

* Sixthly, That it is desirable that those States which, 
in order to adhere to the unification of longitude* and of 
hours, will have to change their meridians, shook! adopt 
the new system of longitudes as quickly as possible in 
their observatories and official almanacs, in their geo- 
detieal, topographical, and hydrographical works, and in 
their new charts. As a means of transition it . would be 
well that in new editions of old charts, on which it would 
be difficult to change the squares, the indications accord¬ 
ing to the new system should at least be inscribed along¬ 
side the enumeration of the old meridians, 

“Seventhly, That these resolutions should be laid 
before the Governments and recommended to their 
friendly consideration with the expression of a hope that 
an International Convention confirming the unification of 
longitudes and of hours may be conclude! as quickly as 
possible by a special Conference/’ 

The Report is signed by the president, General Ibanez, 
and the secretaries, Professors von Oppolzer and Hirsch, 
the latter being also the reporter. 

The paragraph in Dr. Hlrsch's report, in which, after 
considering the question of the choice of an initial meri¬ 
dian, he emphatically conveys the opinion of the Per¬ 
manent Committee in favour of that of Greenwich, merits 
quotation :— 

“ It cannot be doubted that the problem should be 
solved in favour of the meridian of Greenwich. It is by 
far the most extensively used, and, from the geographical, 
nautical, astronomical, and cartographical points of view, 
best answers the two conditions required* In fact, the 
immense British Empire, with its 20,000,000 of square 
kilometres and its 250,000,000 of population, extend* over 
all parts of the world. Its mercantile marine, numbering 
40,000 ships, with a total of from 6,004000 to 9,000,000 
of tons, and an equipment of 374000 men, surpasses in 
importance the ensemble of all other navies, ft must also 
be added that a great many other countries, among which 
the most important in respect of their mercantile marine 
are the United States, Germany, Austria, and Italy, 
equally use the Greenwich meridian in navigation, whence 
it may be affirmed that 90 per cent of the navigators 
throughout long voyages calculate their longitudes by the 
meridian of Greenwich." 

The Report of the Special Committee on the above 
resolutions was read on the sand before *he general 
meeting of the Conference and accepted, after a very 
animated debate. 

Referring to the resolutions it is only requisite to state, 
briefly that, according to the Times report, as sent back 
to the Conference by the Special Committee, they now 
stand as follows:—Numbers i, a, 4, & and,7 were 
adopted by the Committee without alteration* m other 
two were modified, or rather abbreviated, andwriy read 
thus* V ; 

“ Thirdly, that the longitude should be reckoited^hwn 
the meridian of Greenwich, in the sole direction offtdm 

west to east .. 

“Fifthly, That the Conference recommend** as^te 
point of departure of the universal hour, ahd" of onemo- 
poiitan date, the mean noon of Greenwich, ^ wbichcoirt- 
cides with the instant of midnight, Or with the ^ 
of the civil day, under the meridian situated at 
or 1S0 0 . from Greenwich ; the ^ ^ 

counted from zero to 24/’ \ ■ ' v v^My : ;:;v 

To these seven resolution* the 
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added two others. The first, inserted between numbers 
one and two of those referre t to, reads thus 

u That, notwithstanding the great advantages which 
the general introduction of the decimal division of the 
qirn&mt for geographic and geodetic co-ordination, and 
me corresponding expressions for time, is destined to 
realise, scientifically and practically, reasons eminently 
sound appear to justify the passing by the consideration 
thereof in the groat measure of unification proposed in 
the first resolution. Meanwhile, to satisfy at the same 
time important scientific considerations the Conference 
recommends on this occasion the extension, in multiply¬ 
ing and perfecting the necessary tables, of the application 
of the decimal division of the quadrant, at least for the 
great numerical calculations for which it presents incon¬ 
testable advantages, even if it be desired to preserve the 
old sexagesimal division for observations, maps, naviga¬ 
tion, flee.” 

The other, inserted between resolutions six and seven, 
is as follows 

“ The Conference hopes that, if the whole world is 
agreed upon the unification of longitudes and hours in 
accepting the Greenwich meridian as the point of de¬ 
parture, Great Britain will find in this fact an additional 
motive to take on her side new steps in favour of the 
unification of weights and measures, by joining the 
Metrical Convention of May 20, 1875." 

The resolution as to the choice of the initial meridian 


was carried by 22 votes to 4; while Mr. Christie, sup¬ 
ported by the Trench delegates, moved the substitution 
of Greenwich midnight for noon as the point of depar¬ 
ture ; this amendment was negatived by 20 votes to 8. 
Finally, Dr. Hirsch made a motion, unanimously carried, 
to the effect ttat the Conference should request the Go¬ 
vernment of Hl« Majesty the King of Italy to officially 
communicate the resolutions voted by the assembly to all 
the Government^ including those not represented at the 
Conferwisoe* 1 

Among other reports read was one by Dr. Hirsch, on 
the works of precise spirit levelling carried out in dif¬ 
ferent State* during the last three years. Col. Perrier, 
one of the wrench delegates, recommended that those 
works should be continued, so as to connect the Atlantic 
with the Pacific, and to ascertain the difference of level 
between those two oceans. General Ibanez read a report 
on tidal Studies with the mareogr&ph. An interesting 
discussion followed as to the best means for obtaining 
the mbit exact results, and a proposal made by General 
Ibanez to exclude observations taken at times when the 


40 * is agitated was accepted. 

, I y Col, ferr&o proposed to close the network of triangles 
around that ; basin of the Mediterranean of which Italy 
forms the eastern side, and invited France to connect the 
A%n 4 aw'iMwork with the Italian at Tunis as quickly as 
• possible; Col. Perrier replied, giving assurances that 
Fraftce woold commence .the work next year, and then 
« roadhk mjwrt upon the measure of bases and the instru- 
omjlbyed, which concluded with a request that the 
Geodetic Association would invite Germany to prevent 
rite destruction of geodetic signals. 

>A Committee, composed of Col. Clarke on the part of 
Malta, Capt. Kalmar for Austria, Col* Perrier 
;• for frahpe, and Capt. Magnaghi, Col de Stefsnis, and 
* #rirfi-;Pefioal'fbr Italy, were charged with the eatablish- 
^ w # ait" accord for the trigonometrical junction of Italy 
. wira France, and Austria and Sicily with Malta, and In* 
invite the co-operation of England in commu- 
of longitudes to be determined teOe- 
between Mata and Boost, between Malta and 
Naples and Corfu, &c. 

; V ^ fhd itaoirary presidtat of the Conference was General 
; tta awing president Col. Ferrero, President 

\■■ ■ ■CrerKtetjlc Corarotota^ Mr. Christie, the 

Clwk^ E.E^ represented 

. . *‘ % . 1 , \ , 1 ' 1 " ! * ' / , - v ’’ ' . i -4 


England at the Conference. The United States was 
represented officially by General Cutts of the Coast Sur¬ 
vey, though Messrs. HUgard and Peirce seem also to 
have been present. 


LARGE AND RUDE PALAEOLITHIC 
IMPLEMENT 

I N November, 1881, Miss Eleanor A. Crmcrod, F.M.S., 
of Isleworth, found the remarkable instrument here 
illustrated, and kindly added it to my collection. It was 
found in the gravel and brick-earth thrown out of an px- 
cavation made for the new Hounslow and London Rail¬ 
way, immediately south of Osterley Park, near Isleworth. 
The excavation at this spot showed about three feet of 
brick-earth resting on eight feet of gravel, and at this 
depth the London clay was reached, a foot or two of 
which was exposed. The gravel showed horizontal seams 



of fine sand, and agreed well with tfc well* known T hames 
gravel at Acton and Ealing. 

The implement is engraved onb-sixth actual size, and a 
front and side view are shown. It is exactly two feet in 
length, and weigh* thirty-two pounds. It belongs to the 
gravel and sand, and is Palaeolithic, as is proved by the 
ferruginous stains. Miss Ormerod, who saw that the flint 
had been trimmed to Bhape by human hands, took the 
instrument to be a huge club, the more attenuated end 
being possibly, she thought, designed for grasping in the 
hands j she also noticed that the more massive end wa* 
battered as if by use as a club. The more pointed end if 
this tool has been rudely but skilfully trimmed te a wedgp- 
like point, and any one acquainted with fl&kita can Me at 
a glance by referring to the illustration thnt the pohw fe 
artificial Toward* (the base at a (seeh-more dwamctly 
on the right of left figure at same point) the tattering la 
romtkaply distincL l do not think this battering ha* 
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arisen from the use of the tool as a club, but rather as an 
anvil, as pointed out more than once in reference to other 
stones observed by Mr, F, C, J. SpurreU and myself. 
Several flakes have been removed from the extreme butt, 
and a few small inconvenient asperities have been knocked 
off elsewhere. Greater part of the flint is covered with 
the original bark, and this bark is brownish ochreous, its 
colour proving its derivation from the ochreous gravel. 
The trimmed parts are lustrous, unabraded, and very 
slightly stained. The tool was no doubt made and used 
close to where it was found, and probably belongs to a 
u Palaeolithic Floor,of which so many examples are 
known now that attention has once been drawn to them. 
The whole condition of the implement exactly agrees with 
the stone Implements from Stoke Newington, Erith, and 
Northfleet. The tool appears to have been used as an 
instrument for thrusting, as well as in a horizontal posi- 
tion as an “ anvil-stone/' It would be idle to mention 
the possible uses of such a huge tool as this, but every 
one who has formed ideas of the mode of life of Palaeo¬ 
lithic men will readily think of numerous uses to which 
such an implement could have been put. 

In March, 1882 ,1 had an opportunity of hastily walking 
through the railway cutting, and I not only lighted on 
several unabraded Palseolithic flakes, but I found a sub- 
triangular somewhat abraded Palaeolithic implement in a 
lump of concreted gravel, which had fallen out of the side 
of the cutting between Hounslow and Isleworth at six 
feet from the surface line. This implement, formerly 556 
in my series, is now in the collection of Mr. John Evans 
at Nash Mills. I also found a large butt-end of an 
implement, broken in Palaeolithic times, a little nearer 
Hanwell, and another implement in the cutting between 
Hanwell and Ealing. 

Near Hanwell in this cutting fresb-water shells were 
abundant, and I do not ihink they have been recorded, 
with implements, before from this position. It is to be 
hoped the members of the Ealing Natural History Society 
collected and took note of them. 

WoRTHINfiTON G. SMITH 


AGRICULTURE , ITS NEEDS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES 


pROFESSOR W. J. BEAL'S address on this subject, 
A delivered before the American Association for the 


Advancement of Science, in August, is of interest to 
Englishmen from more than one aspect. In the first 
place its perusal gives us the means of knowing what is 
being done in the United States for the advancement of 
scientific agriculture. In the next place we are able to 
judge how far we excel or are excelled by our American 
relatives in matters connected with agricultural inquiry. 
Lastly, it is in such addresses that we may expect to find 
suggestions worthy of attention, and thoughts which in 
due course will develop into acts. Prof. Beal takes for 


his text —“ Agriculture, its Needs and Us Opportunities/’ 
So far as its needs go they are manifold, and its oppor¬ 
tunities are certainly coextensive with its vast domain. 

The first need is a very common one indeed—it is the 
need of brains. Agriculture needs brains to guide and 
Counsel her. Prof. Beal is evidently a man calculated 
himself to supply this need so far. as one man can so do. 
He invites the assistance of men of intellect to rescue 


agriculture, and he laments the fact that within a com¬ 
paratively recent time but very little of the best thought 
^even of civilised nations has been devoted to subjects in¬ 
tended to advance agriculture- He calls attention to the 
munificent aids granted by the United States Govern* 
meat for the encouragement of anthropology, astronomy, 
geological and mineralogies! and other surveys, while 
But a small sum has been appropriated to agriculture. 
To illustrate the besitenty of men to bequeath money for 


the promotion of agriculture he takes the following from 
an address given by President T. C Abbot 

" l met a very pleasant and intelligent gentleman, who, 
from his large wealth, was about to give some sixty Or 
seventy thousand dollars for the advancement ofhigher 
education. He had been for some years, and was still, 
the president of a State Agricultural Society. He was a 
fanner. Did he then endow some Chair of Agriculture 
or Agricultural Chemistry, of Veterinary Science, or of 
Horticulture ? Did he fit out an experiment station to 
analyse fertilisers, to study the value of cattle foods ? 
None of them. This farmer gave his thousands to widow 
another workshop of astronomy/ 1 

The above sentences are couched in the language Of 
indignation. They illustrate our own experience on this 
side of the watec, for the public ever seem to take more 
interest in abstract science and fine art than in technical 
instruction. The interest in agricultural science has been 
always languid, albeit it has had its stalwart and enthu¬ 
siastic supporters. But the public have hitherto failed to 
tangibly grasp the importance of the subject. It is allowed 
in a sort of languid and perfunctory manner, but without 
enthusiasm. We have recently passed through a fervid 
effort towards the attainment of better musical instruction 
by means of a College of Music. But wh*n am Royal 
personages going to lead a movement in the direction of 
securing better instruction in agriculture ? And is not 
agriculture as noble a subject whereon Royalty might 
bequeath its patronage and lavish its wealth as music ? 

We find then a certain unaccountable indifference to 
agricultural science on both sides of the Atlantic, and yet 
we ought not to forget that, while much move ought to be 
done, much has been done both in America and Europe, 

The field as a field of research has not been so fruitful 
as at one time it was expected to prove. The old and 
time-honoured practices of the farmer have too often 
justified themselves when confronted by scientific ob¬ 
jectors. The suggestions of the scientific mian have too 
often been found impracticable and over-expensive by the 
practical fanner. 

It is indeed very difficult to improve upon processes 
which have stood so many trials. A cettain reckless 
assumption that old practices must give way to new has 
been the ruin of many good men. Agriculture is undoubt* 
edly capable of improvement, hut the improvement is 
generally most evident when established upon the old 
. lines of good practice, and when heroic measures are 
avoided. 

Limited production is the thief difficulty infche way of 
scientific agriculture. We cannot multiply our produc¬ 
tion by steam power or chemical fertilisers. W« can only 
add to it, and that rather sparingly* We cannot increase 
the number of our crops, Harvest only comes once a 
year. Thus the examples of the printing proas and of the 
loom fail to impress the farmer with what science is to do 
for him. Let it not, however, be thought that there is 
not scope for the application of science to If 

we cannot multiply we can increase otnr produce and 
cheapen processes. The uses of fertilisers; the com¬ 
parative values of foods; the improvement of instruments; 
the introduction of steam; the propagation of improved 
animals; the study of grasses and economic plantain 
general j the improvement of wool and of cereals \ the 
introduction of new and cheap building materials, declare 
all Worthy of attention, and all require the aid 0* science* 

Prof. Beal points out the importance of meteorology to 
the fanner. He illustrates this by a quotation from Dr* 
R. C. Kedzie, who wrote in 188a, M if specific warningshad 
been given our fanners at that time (harvest)* meet of the 
wheat might have been safely housed, and farmers of 
Michigan saved from a loss of $ 1*000,000.” J Anotherpomt. 
made by the professor refers to our hnperfec* knowkdga 
of those epidemic* which from time to tiiwe/Vtsii w 
own flocks and herds, as well a* thorn 
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H Among the drawbacks that may be specially named is 
the ignorance of legislators, of executives, and electors on 
this subject." 

With this English readers will entirely concur. The 
next subject proposed as a definite object of study is that 
of economic entomology. Such enemies as the Colorado 
beetle, the wheat midge, the turnip fly, the wire worm, or 
the locust are among the most formidable which the 
farmer has to contend with. The depredations of the 
wheat midge alone may be appraised at over 3,000,000 
bushels annually in Great Britain. Our Royal Agri¬ 
cultural Society has taken up this matter, and Miss 
Ormerod's book upon injurious insects is fuli of informa¬ 
tion and suggestions concerning it. This certainly is a 
branch of knowledge which requires labourers. From it 
we are led to reflect upon the important bearing of the 
study of mtezm, upon agriculture* and especially upon the 
pathology of farm stock. The improvement of the 
American pastures appears to be desirable. According 
to Prof.' Beal, a deien sort® of grasses probably cover 
nineteen^wemieths of all the cultivated meadow-land from 
Maine to Texas,/ As the grass family is large, containing 
from 3100 to 4000 or more species, it is naturally thought 
that a few meet might be found suitable for various parts 
of this immense area. 1 

Not only is much to be done in the introduction of new 
grasses but ip selecting and propagating varieties of the 
same grass* “ Plants of red clover vary amazingly in 
man> respects." *M believe our fields or red clover to¬ 
day contain neariyor quite as great a variety of plants 
as would a field of Indian com, if we were to mix in a 
little seed of all the varieties cultivated in any one State.* 
This Is startling, btjt quite in accord with the wonderful 
variations observable in plants of Italian and perennial 
rye grass and other grasses and clovers. Thus Prof. 
Beal indicates various paths for improvement, and urges 
the vast importance of agricultural experiment stations, 
where work bearing upon the various subjects enumerated 
may be carried on by competent persons. There is no¬ 
thing very newin alt this. The importance of agricultural 
research has Mem often declared in our own country from 
the day# of Sir^mphry Davy until now ; but too often 
the moe hot b^iin as of one crying in the wilderness. 
Some good haa been done, and we may expect a more 
rapid development of these idea® ere long. Scientific 
agriculture was haver more popular than at present, and 
the number of agricultural students attending syste¬ 
matic courses of, instruction is greater now than at any 
previous time. . VAgriculture has become a recognised 
subject' of the Science and Art Deportment, and we 
note a disposition on the part of scientific men to 
to the study of domesticated 
animal and cftitfvated plants than formerly* We owe 
much tfcisM Darwin, He* more than any other man, 
mhpdthe toWfatific interest of these humbler subjects of 
botanical science, which had previously 
''been^wi*pit m sdchrito mn with scarce concealed con¬ 
tempt. Anthropology has also done much to throw a 
hrio of interest around those animals and plants which 
have been associated for long ages with man. Hence 
there is a greater bund of union between the present 
generation 3 f scientific then and the agriculturist than 
' existed a generation since, and it is probable that this 
* sympathy will increase and fructify for the benefit of all. 

John Wrjghtsqn 

Colleger? Agriculture, Downton, Salisbury 
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::>$$*-'faii fortimate eircfimstance for students of nebular 
»omy that wlthm a short time , that branch of 
bw enriched by a monograph ttnd a photon 
petfcct in it# way, of tmeof the’grandest 
objtetaiftthe heavens. The monograph ie frora the pen < 


of Prof. Holden, 1 whose name is a guarantee of thorough¬ 
ness ; the photograph we owe to Mr. Common, who at 
one bound has distanced all predecessors* and has shown 
us that in the future we may nope for permanent records 
of the nebulae as perfect as those of the surfaces of the 
sun and moon produced by Janssen and Rutherford/ 

In the present article we propose to refer to both these pro¬ 
ductions with a view of showing how terribly physical astro¬ 
nomers are losing time in not throwing all their energies into 
the production or photographic records whenever possible. 
In Prof. Holden's paper we are enabled to see how, two 
hundred years ago, time was lost and false issues raised 
because the astronomers of those days had neveT learned 
to draw ; indeed it is terrible to look at the collection of 
rude, crude,and almost impossible sketches by Huyghens, 
Matron, Picard, Dong, Le Gentil, and others much he 
has brought together. Mr. Common on his part has 
shown us that it is possible to photograph, with about half 
an hour’s exposure, all the details shown in (he most 
careful drawings made by men with artistic training as 
the result of months—and we may almost say years*—of 
labour; such drawings as we owe to Bond, Herschel, and 
Lord Rosse. Mr. Common’s photograph, it should 4 so 
be said, includes tbe whole nebula, while the monograph 
is confined to the central portions. 

The most convincing argument, however, in favour of 
the more serious employment of photography in our obser¬ 
vatories, that we can use is to show the relation of the 
photograph to the memoir. The latter commences as 
follows ;—“ The main object of this memoir is to leave 
such measures and descriptions of the brightest parts oi 
the nebula of Orion as shall enable another person ob¬ 
serving in after years with the same telescope, under like 
conditions, to say with certainty whether or no changes 
have occurred in those parts of this nebula." 

To carry out this object everything touching the nebula 
written between 1618, when Cysat of Lucerne discovered 
it, and Holden’s, own observations of iSgi has been 
brought together and coordinated* and the labour and 
time this has required may be gathered from the fact that 
the list of the more important papers relating to the 
nebula consulted in writing the memoir cover four pages 
quarto and includes about two hundred entries. 

Now it is not too much to say that in the case, of an 
astronomer taking up the question a century hence, as 
Prof. Holden has now done, he would prefer the single 
photograph taken by Mr. Common in thirty* seven 
minutes to all the literature so admirably brought to¬ 
gether by Prof. Holden; ani if the world must in. the 
meantime lose either the memoir and the records of the 
human effort of 2$ centuries on which it is based, or She 
photograph, then it is to be hoped that thephctogiaph 
will be spared. We say this the more readily because 
we are certain that Prof. Holden wiU agree with m. 

But it U rime that we should refer to tbe memoir sepa¬ 
rately. It is preceded by Bond’s magnificent d e nning, 
1859*63, and an index chart gi ving the mmare symsto of 
nomenclature necessarily adopted to distinguish the 
various bright masses* dark channels, spirals, &c., of the 

J ortion under notice. The nomenclature is that of Sir 
ohn Herachel, Lord Rosse, and Liaponoff in the case of 
the nebula proper, while the stars are laid down from 
Bond’s catalogue. The index map is indeed the only 
part of the memoir with which we have any fault to tod, 
far it attempts too much, and for that reason will be of 
restricted use to those whose optical pqwer is not of the 
greatest. f . 

The drawings and memoirs are considered in chrono¬ 
logical order; the woodcuts bring up the drawings to the 
same settle, of hearfy so. We have the woodcut first, 
and then extratts of the tpsisstow vzrhn of the observa¬ 
tions. Everything touching the central portion is given 

A*i\>wraicaJ aftd SfetattotogicAl vot. 

FubUsfeftd ^ 
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fully, generally in the words of the author, including dis¬ 
cussions as well as original observation; so, as the 
author points out, the admirable rfoumts of Liaponoff, 
Struve, I) 1 Arrest, and others are available for immediate 
reference. 

Although Cysat of Lucerne discovered the nebula, it 
was not the first discovered, that in Andromeda having 
been noticed by Abdul Rahman al Sftfi, a.d. 950, nor 
were Cysat's observations of much value, The observa¬ 
tional work really dates from 1656, when Huyghens hide* 
pendently observed it, and recorded roughly, as we have 
said, its shape and the included stars. After all we must 
not be too hard on the early observers, for, according to 


j Arago, Huyghens' telescopes of aj inches diameter were 
13 and 33 feet long, power 48 ; drawing at the tducope> 

1 therefore, was almost out of the question, This putable 
observation did not long escape our own keemeyed 
Hooke, who added to the triad of stars ip the central 
part ot the nebula two others, and henceforward the 
| little stellar group has been called the H trapesiutn,^ and 
is a test object dear to all amateurs. Hooke’s telescope 
was 36 feet long, aperture si inches, Huygbens, in his 
later observation (1694), also caught the fourth star, 

| After this time the nebula ana the number of its in¬ 
cluded stars grew and grew with every increase of optical 
! power. 





Fig. t.—Th« Great Nebula m Orion (from a photograph byMr, A 4- Common) ^ 

The observations of M air an (1731), Long (J742), Le (i 794~9B), Lefebvre (1799), Bode (tfioo), and Haugerguca 
Gentil <i 75 ®)> Messier (1771), and Sir Win. Hershel (2S02). , ; 

(1744-1811) follow next, the latter especially giving con- In Sir John Herschel^a first memoir the Accepted no- 
siderable attention to the nebula with his gigantic reflec- mendature is established 5 this is partlyshowit in the 
tors; and indeed it may be said he was the first to annexed sketch. , 

seriously study it, and among the results of his observe- Like his father Sir John Herachel discussed the <|u*e* 
tion was the statement that the nebula had undergone lion of change, “To the reader who has newer Viewed 
changes during the time he had been studying it The this otyect through powerful telescopes, 
three points insisted upon by Herschel are carefully dia- familiar with the various representations whkh have 
cuised by Holden, with the result that he considers none from time to time been made of it (including, 
of them to be established, of 1834), the number and complexity > 

Interpolated between the observations *oi Sir Wm. branches and convolutions now first 
HerschM and his son (2834) are those of Schrceter different aspects under which the 
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are iwjwf presented* will no doubt tend to convey a strong 
Impression of great And rapid changes undergone by the 
nebula itself. l am far from participating in any such 
impression. Comparing only my own drawings made at 
epochs O824 and 1837) differing by thirteen years, the 
disagreements, though confessedly great, are not more 
than t am disposed to attribute to inexperience in such 
delineations (which are really difficult) at an early period 
—to the far greater care, pains, and time bestowed upon 
the later drawings. ... Now there is only one particular 
on which I am at all inclined to insist as evidence of 
change, viz., in respect of the situation and form of the 
mbula oblongata , which my figure of 1824 represents as a 
tolerably regular oval. ... wo observer now, 1 think, 
looking ever so cursorily at this point of detail, would 
Represent the broken, curved, and unsymmetrical nebula 
in question ; . as it is represented in the earlierof the 

,tW& figures.* 

■ The enormoufe body of work done even in Sir J. 
Hersehefs ttoe, chiefly by LUssefl, Bond, Idapohofy 
■Stmvjef, and Uqro Rosse, is So fully recorded that it 
impossible to do more than refer to it in the space at our 
di&osal, besides which much of it is so recent as to be 
Still in the ntihds of all interested in such questions* But 



M*p eftfa ^HvysKeirim Rfej 



ion,—A. the Hu 
rium;£,»ub 


b* work-too the nebula, h*> not contented 
•dlacuisfogthisworkmerely. TbeWashirigton 
.«-. -,««! cover nearly 

, . de*l with the nnulta arrived aL Prof, 

y theevidenceof change undoubted,, but 

#oa'actual ’m kg i offma 
than upon tnifting* of tbe maxima of brightness. The 
most undoubted changes are in the brightness of the first 
arid second Schrceter’s brldge.and in the appearance of tbe 
nucleus of tbe first The changes in the brightness of 
.some of tbe masses are established, by the Washington 
' observations alone. Among the results of these observe- 
tins is « new nebulous patch seen from the time of its 
origin, when it was stellar in appearance, and faint,.until 
now, when it is bright, and of measurable dimensions. 

Another matter investigated by Prof Holden is the 
V question of the connection of the stars with the nebula. 
•Gri Ibis point spectroscopic woric is brought upon the 
. MWttA Tbe spectrum of the nebula was first studied by 
Httggini. The gaseous nature of some of the small stars 
ae trapezium is, Prof, Holden thinks, indicated by 
peewtar behaviour under diffinwit magnifying 
I j some of them are best seen with low powers. 



The question of photography is introduced in An 
appendix giving the results obtained by tbe late Dr. 
Draper just before his lamented death, This photograph 
was exposed for 137 minutes, and, as may be easily 
imagined, lacks sharpness, but still, as Prof. Holden puts 
it, it worthily inaugurated nebular-photography. He also 
clearly pointed out that, since the eye and the salts of silver 
do not most strongly respond to light of the same wave¬ 
lengths, the intensities of drawings and photographs must 
vary, and he shows that they do vary. Oh the other hand, 
it is shown that the untouched photograph defends the best 
drawings against the charge of depending too much 
upon the personal equation of the observer, as over 
large regions the best drawings are justified by the 
photograph. 

Mr. Common’s photograph, a reproduction of which 
we give, it for finer than Dr. Draper’s, among other 
reasons because it vitas exposed for about one-third the 
time. It fs to be hoped that we shall have photographs 
as good as this taken for the future every year, not 
only on plates r^fabdiftg to blue light, but on plates 
responding to green- and yew. In this why most precious 
records will be secittrudfor ftfture discussion: 2- * 

On this question wp may make the fallowing quotation- 
from Mr. Common's communication to the Royal Astro¬ 
nomical Society 47- 

**To find if there is any change of form or relative 
brightness observable in a nebula with any degree of 
certainty, it will be necessary to compare photographs 
taken at some undetermined interval of time; and the 
best thing to do npw seems to me, tp ( be to get as many 
photographs as possible to. form the basis of comparison 
with those taken at some future time; and this I am now 

^ $he light of this nebula is so different in intensity 
that for a proper exposure of the outer portions the cen¬ 
tral part is much over-Exposed ; it is therefore necessary 
to take photographs with different exposures. Thus an 
exposure of froth one to three minutes gives .’the brighter 
portions of the central parts in such a way that they can 
tfe easily compared and their order noted; longer ex¬ 
posures giving portions less bright in a similar way, till, 
with a maximum exposure* the very faintest, portions can 
be compared and noted in order.. The stars m the nebula 
cam pt treated in the same way, the same photographs 

Ijye have before referred to the fact. that many of the 
stars ip and about the nebula are yariahle, P^rticular]y 
thA faint ones. Mr* Common has. found that one'of the 
brighter stars is remarkably variable, though what its 
period is ftte has not yet determined. ' . 

J Ai the of exposure cab be easily Oxtehded to 
bOUrt, it will evidendy m the not diltaht ftfturebe easy 
td get stars invisible to the eye in the same tefescape used 
for photography* >. 

1. y. 'j, >;.— 

\* ; ; V yy 'Ar0Tq$;/'; : y ;• 

Among the gold medals awardedhy the juries of the Inter¬ 
national Fisheries Exhibition are the following in the depart* 
meet of Natural History :-~l nvkrTEBXAta.—U nited Kingdom 1 
James Cook, the Duke of Edinburgh, Prof. McIntosh, Thos. 
Holton. Italy: Dr.' Dohm (a), Netherlands: Netherlands 
Zoological Society. United States; United States Fish Com¬ 
mission. New South Wales t Sydney Museum. Sweden : 
F, ©. Wittrock, Baron Ncndenskjtiid, W. Lilljeborg. Russia: 
Dr. Oscar Grimm. Fisk, Ac* —United States: United 
States National Museum, United States Fish Commission, 
Prof. Alexr. Agassiz* Prof. G. Brown-Goode, Prof. David S. 
Jordan. New South Wales : Australian Museum, Sydney (a) ; 
New South Wales Commission, Hon, W. Mackay, K. P.Ram* 
say. Sweden: the Royal Swedish Academy, Dr. Oscar Dick*UU J 
Canada; Canadian Government. China: Government of. 
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Norway: the Government Geographical Survey, Tasmania: 
Commissioner* of Fisheries. United Kingdom ; Dr, F. Day (2), 
the Princess Louise, Rd. Collett, Dr, Francis Day, Mrs. 
Bleeber, Arthur Grevenstuk. Sweden : Prof. Baron A. E. 
Horde nskjbld, Prof. F. A, Smithy W. von Wright. Denmark ; 
H. V. Fcilder. Norway: Prof. G. O. Sars, Prof. H. Mohn, 
Mammals, Birds, &c. —India ; Bombay Museum. Canada : 
Canadian Government. United States: United States Fish 
Commission. Sweden : Oscar Dickson, Stockholm Museum, 
Baron Nordenskjold. 

Ben Nevis Observatory was duly 4 ‘ inaugurated” on 
Wednesday last week amidst a snowstorm. The ceremony 
passed off successfully, Mr. Murray formally accepting from Mrs. 
Cameron Campbell, the proprietress of the ground on which the 
Observatory is built and over which the road is made, the key 
of the buildings, which all present seemed to think well adapted 
for their purpose. 

The Home Secretary has acquainted the Meteorological 
Society that Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to grant it 
permission to adopt the prefix ” Royal." The Society accord¬ 
ingly becomes the “Royal Meteorological Society.” To all 
workers in meteorology, whether Fellows of that society or not, 
this public recognition of the importance of the science cannot 
but be most gratifying. 

Prof, Edward Hull, F.R.S., Dr. E. Hull, and Mr. H. 
Hart have left London for Suez, under the auspices of the 
Palestine Exploration Society, to explore the valley of the 
Jordan. At Suer we understand that the party will have the 
advantage of the experience of a member of the firm of Messrs. 
Cook, under whose guidance the expelitionary party are then to 
proceed* During Prof. Hull’s absence from Ireland the lectures 
on geology in the Royal College of Science, Dublio, will be 
delivered by Mr. A, B. Wynne, late deputy superintendent of 
the Geological Survey of India. 

It is suggested that the memorial to the late Prof. Jcvons 
might take the form of a studentship, of the annual value of not 
less than loo/,, the holder of which shall devote himself to 
economic or statistical research ; and that to commemorate the 
connection of Jevons with Liverpool, in which he was born, and 
with Manchester and London, in which so many of the best 
yearj of his life were spent, the election to the studentship be 
vested in representatives of University College, London, Owens 
College, Manchester, and University College, Liverpool, to be 
appointed for the purpose. Among the members of the com¬ 
mittee formed for the purpose of forwarding the proposed 
memorial are—the Duke of Devonshire, the Duke of West¬ 
minster, the Marquis of Harrington, M.P., the Karl of Derby, 
the Earl of Kimberley, the Bishop of Manchester, Lord Windsor, 
Mr. Chamberlain, M.P., Sir R. Cross, M.P., Sir Charles Dilke, 
M.P., Mr. Childers, M.P., Mr. Fawcett, M.P., Mr. Mundelk, 
M.P., Sir J. Lubbock, M.P., Sir T. Brassey, M.F., Mr. J. 
Cross, M.P., Mr. L, Courtney, M.P., Mr. Robert Giffen, Prof. 
T. E. Thorpe, Prof. Caird, Prof, J. S. Nicholson, Mr, \V 
Knight, Prof. Marshall, Principal Edwards, Principal Peterson, 
Rev. R. Harley, Prof, W. Dellinger, Prof. Adamson, Prof. 
Rescue, Prof. Balfour Stewart, Prof. W. Wallace, Prof, G. H. 
Danvin, and Prof. G. Carey Foster. Subscriptions may be 
paid to the credit of the treasurer of the Jevons Memorial Fund, 
with the Manchester and Salford Bank (Limited), and will be 
received, among others, by Messrs. Williams, Deacon, and Co., 
London. 

Aw improvement bo useful and suggestive os to deserve notice 
in these columns, has been recently applied by the proprietors of 
41 Bradshaw’s Railway Guide ” to the map of Great Britain which 
accompanies that indispensable manual. It consists in tullng 
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meridian lines at every ij* of longitude, or every 5m. of time 
from Greenwich, so as to show at a glance, sufficiently nearly 
for practical purposes, the difference between the local time at 
every town in the United Kingdom, and Greenwich or railway 
time. The difference, it is true, is small enough to bensglected 
U the eastern counties; but is considerable enough to require to 
he remembered in the western half of these islands* A traveller 
leaving Falmouth by night train with an appointment in London 
for 10 a.m. the next morning, may be much inconvenienced if 
he forgets that 9I1, 40m. by his watch is 10 a. m. for his purpose. 
We have only to suppose our traveller to be going from New 
York to Chicago or from Paris to Vienna; to see the great con¬ 
venience of this unobtrusive addition to railway maps. But 
there is another advantage which will be realised whenever these 
time meridians replace meridians of longitude on school maps, 
as they are bound to do by degrees. It is that they tend to give 
clear ideas of longitude, of the earth’s diurnal revolution, of time 
itself. Meridians, as such, are mere coordinates of position, 
aud have no necessary connection with time, and the ideas of 
many even educated people are extremely hazy on their mutual 
relations. Messrs. Blacklock of Manchester probably make no 
pretension to be educational reformers, bat in taking the initia¬ 
tive in this improvement, they are in fact, thanks to the great 
circulation of 44 Bradshaw,” helping to prepare the public mind 
for the adoption of a universal first meridian, and giving great 
assistance to the schoolmaster. 

The red spot on Jupiter continues to be weB vfaitde. Mr. W, 

F. Denning writes that on the mornings of Gctohoit ^and iff he 
observed the spot with a 10-inch^ reflector, powerobout 219 , and 
found it a tolerably easy object, though it h wtty munh firinter 
than the belts. At times the shape of the be dis¬ 
tinctly made out notwithstanding the of die 

telescope by the high wind prevailing. Mr. 1$ig®tof adds that 
with favourable atmospheric conditions this fflsc h fcqg oagttt to be 
an easy object for telescopes above 6 inches aparfto 

The only changes proposed to be made in of 

the Council of the Mathematical Society for tfcqfptoting sesskm 
are the substitution of Messrs. W. D. ‘Nltoh| FJLS. t and J. 
Hammond, M*A., in the place of Mr. C FVILS. 

(who, we regret to say, is obliged to resign 
health), and Dr. J. Hopktnson, F.R.S., \ 

Science Classes have been oirtabUdmd in Warwick during 
the past week. A largely attended public meeting war held on 
the i6tb, under the presidency of the mayor, whan an address 
on the value of science teaching was delivered by the Kiev. W* 
Tuck well Fifty names were announced for pm; fatodfete 
chemistry class; and it was proposed, to ton general classes in 
geology or bat&ny, with a special working-men's class to practical 
geometry and elementary mechanics. 

Mr. J. G. Baker of the Kew Herbarium, the ptwrideto of 
the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union, who has already written floras 
of North Yorkshire and of Northumberland and Durham, is 
intending to print this winter a flora of the English Lake Dis¬ 
trict, on which he has been long engaged, and will ,be glad to 
receive any contributions towards it* 

From Sciena we learn that a number of gentlemen mat in toe 
library of the American Museum of Natural History' in M*w 
York City, on September 96 to 28, and totaled the American 
Ornithologists 1 Union. The membership consists of ofteto* 
foreign, corresponding, and associate members. The naffas 4 
membership is limited to fifty residents of the United Btotos An& 
Canada; the foreign, to twenty-five non-residents^f theTfaltod 
States and Canada; the corresponding, to opt hundred gesi to fts 
of any country ; the associate bring composed tfatynnsritotf 
residents of the United. States arid Canada*, The offiM**-' 
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Union for the current year are : Mr, J, A. Allen, president; 
Dr. Elliott Couea and Mr. Robert Ridgway, vice-presidents j 
Dr. C. Hart Merriam, secretary arid treasurer; Messrs, S. F. 
Baird, George N. Lawrence, H. W, Henshaw, and Montagu 
Chamberlain, councillors—these nine officers constituting the 
Council of the Union* The work of the Union for the present 
year was laid out by the formation of committees on the subjects 
of classification and nomenclature, of the distribution and migra¬ 
tion of birds* of avian anatomy, of oology, and on the question 
of the eligibility or Ineligibility of the European sparrow in 
America. The first-named committee, besides revising the cur¬ 
rent lists of North American birds, is expected to consider the 
subject of zoological nomenclature at Urge, and its labour# may 
result in the formation of a code of nomenclature applicable to 
other departments of zoology, as well as to ornithology, It 
consists of Messrs. Ridgway, Allen, Brewster, Henshaw, and 
Cones* 

The following telegram from Lieut, Ray, commanding the 
Point Barrow observing party, appears in the American papers t— 
“San Francisco, October 7, 1883,-1 report my safe arrival 
here to-day with party. Also brought down Lieut. Schwatka 
and party from St. Michaels. All work accomplished as ordered 
by chief signal-officer. Pendulum observation not made. Leo 
reached Ooglaamie August 22 ; was driven away by ice the same 
night; returned on the 24th ; again driven away and damaged 
on the 25th ; returned on the 27th, when party and store# were 
embarked; sailed on the 39th, vessel leaking badly ; put into 
Unalaska^ where she was beached and repaired." 

The Dijmphna, which we announced last week had arrived 
at Vatdp, got free of the ice the day after the members of the 
Dutch meteorological expedition departed, but having the mis¬ 
fortune of breaking the blades of her propeller she became 
unmanageable, and was again frozen in for about six weeks. At 
lart, on September 13, the vessel again became free, when 
Hovgaard succeeded in a week, by sailing and towing, in 
reaching the Kara Straits, after having passed through ice for some 
12/0 miles* , In the latter locality he weathered a terrific storm, 
and it was dm on September 2%, in 71* 17'lat. and 55“ 52' long., 
that the vessel got quite clear of the ice, viz. half way between 
the Kara Straits and Vardo, where she arrived after a sixteen days' 
stormy journey. After repairing here the Dijtnphna will proceed to 
Copenhagen. Lieut* Hovguard and Dr. Holm have made some 
valuable scientific discoveries and collections during their winter¬ 
ing in the Kara Sea, of which locality a map has also been 
made. 

The new island which the Dutch Meteorological Expedition 
dheav*r «4 *ear Wtigatz Island, is situated in 70* 35' 28" lat„ 
•and has herii named Buys-Ballot Island, after the eminent Dutch 
meteorologist of that same* 

THE expedition despatched by Mr. Sibiriakaff, tbe Russian 
merchant, udder Mr. R* J, Runeberg, in order to explore the 
River Angara, between Irkutsk and Yeniseisk, a distance of 
. 1700 versts, has recently returned to Sl. Petersburg. For 
several years little ships, chiefly loaded with tea, have sailed 
down the river, end last year even a small steamer passed down, 
but shallow rapids have hitherto prevented vessels proceeding up 
the river. Mr. Runeberg reports that the latter can easily be 
removed, and a regular trade on the River Angara may therefore 
- : sdto be looked forward to. 

Trig native town of M. Pasteur has done honour to tbe eminent 
flaring a plate on the house where he was born, 

/ A Vmavlaw lake -dwellings have hithertobeen found in England, 

of what seem well-preserved 
structumaat Uirome, Hold ernes*, Yorkshire, is of 
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unusual interest. An article in the Standard of October 20 
describes what ho# already been done to bring the remains to 
light, and ascribes the structures and their contents to the early 
part of the Neolithic age and downwards to the Bronze age. 

Mr, Leonard Courtney, M.P., speaking at the distribution 
of the Science and Art prizes at Penzance last week, dwelt 
strongly on the benefits likely to accrue to the nation from the 
I general study of science. He hoped the study of science would 
become such that even statesmen might feel the folly of endeavour¬ 
ing to work against the laws of nature. 

The general monthly meetings of the members of the Royal 
Institution of Great Britain will be resumed on November 5, at 
5 p.m., for the election and nomination of members and the 
election of a manager in the room of the late Mr. Willifcm 
Spottiswoode, P.R. 5 . 

Mr. Clement L. Wragce, late of Ben Nevis Observatory, 
sailed on the l8th inst. for Adelaide on tbe s.s. Maranoa* He 
takes a large equipment of meteorological, surveying, and astro¬ 
nomical instruments, including a fine equatorial telescope- The 
voyage will be mode a scientific one in every possible way, and 
important results may be expected. 

We understand that the Committee appointed by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland to inquire into the administrative arrange¬ 
ments of the Board of Intermediate Education will meet in 
Dublin this week. The Committee consists of Sir R. Kane, 
Col. Donnelly, R.E,, and Mr. R. W, A. Holmes. 

Shocks of earthquake were felt at a quarter to one o'clock on 
Friday night at Huelva, Cadiz, Medina Sidonia, Jerez, and 
other districts of Andalusia along the ocean coast. The move¬ 
ment was from east to west. Telegrams from Huelva and Cadiz 
say a rumbling noise accompanied the earthquake, which is said 
to have lasted three seconds in some places, and five seconds in 
others. In Cadiz the shock is described as strong enough to 
move doors and bells. The weather, which was unusually wet 
with cold winds early in October, had lately become very mild 
and warmer in the south of Spain. Several slight shocks of 
earthquake were felt on Saturday morning in Lisbon. A shock 
of earthquake, lasting three seconds, was felt at Tangier at 
half-past one on Saturday morning. Two shocks of earthquake 
were felt on Monday morning at Belluno, at the foot of the 
Dpldmite Mountains. The first was at 3.35, the second at 4.15 
a.m. Much alarm was caused, but no damage was done. It 
will be remembered that Belluno suffered great destruction from 
the earthquake of June 29, 1873. A slight shock of earthquake 
was felt at Malta at two o'clock the same morning. A slight 
shock, attended by an undulatory motion, was also felt at 
Trieste at half-past three the same morning. A despatch re¬ 
ceived by the Admiralty, dated Tchesme, October 21 , states that 
slight shocks of earthquake continue, but do ngt cause more 
damage. Eleven towns and villages have been damaged or 
destroyed. LyddU, Eriira, ReisdercH are in totfl ruins. 
Tchesme, Lotyalka much damaged. About 90 people were 
killed, aoo wounded, and 3600 houses destroyed. 

Mr. H* Cecil of Bregncr, Bournemouth, writes under date 
October 22 perceived here on the morning of the 10th 
inst., just before the light was sufficient to show the hands of a 
watch* two distinct tremors of earthquake* A whatnot by my 
bedside trembled throughout, and a watch on its stand vibrated 
with a strong and regular pulsation. Nothing was passing at the 
time, and a heavy steam-roller has passed one morning since 
without affecting the whatnot or the watch.” 

A telegram from Calcutta of date October 22 states that 
Mr. Graham and his Swim guides returned to Darjeeling on the 
previous evening. He pronounces the ascent of Kmchiojunga 
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from the south impracticable; but he has succeeded in ascending 
another mountain 44,000 feet high. 

Thk Samiary Engineer, which has for some time been pub* 
lished in New York, is now to jfe published simultaneously in 
England and America. 

Da. King's annual report on the Government Cinchona Plan¬ 
tations in Bengal for the year 1883-83, which is dated May IK 
last, is a review of the work in the plantations down to March 
31. The planting operations of the year show a grand total of 
cinchona trees on the Government estate at the last-mentioned 
date of 4,711,168 of all sorts *, this is a decrease, we are told, of 
about 50,000 on the returns of the previous year, the Ming-off 
being due to the uprootal of ao,ooo hybrids, and 43,697 CaEsayas, 
which were shown on analysis to have bark of rather poor 
quality. Dr, King says : 44 The removal of these inferior trees is 
in conformity with the policy which has been followed for some 
years of raising the standard of the produce of these estates by 
cultivating only the finest kinds of quinine eyielders. In con¬ 
formity with the same policy 160,085 ^ bark trees, which had 
to be nprooted in the ordinary rotation followed on the planta¬ 
tion, were replaced, not by red barks, but by yellow barks and 
hybrids. Ground was, towards the end of the year, broken at 
Runjung, in the new cinchona reserve across the Tiesta. A 
European assistant has been located there, and prelimi¬ 
nary measures have been taken for planting out there, 
during the year now entered upon, a number of the best 
kinds of Ledgeribtna and hybrid cinchonas/ 1 Regarding the 
crop of bark harvested during the year, Dr, King says 
it was the largest ever obtained from the plantations, and 
amounted to 396,980 lb?. of dry bark, 38,880 lbs, of which were 
collected on the young plantation at Sittong, and the remainder 
on the old plantation. The total crop was divided as follows ; 
374,610 lbs, of Sucrirubra, 22,120 lbs. of Cal is ay a and Ltdgeri- 
ana, and 2250 lbs. of hybrid bark. The bulk of the crop was 
made over to the factory for conversion into cinchona febrifuge, 
41,800 lbs. being sent home by order of the Secretary of State 
to be eon verted, it is understood, into various forms of cinchona 
febrifuge in this country for trial by the medical department. It 
seems that the plants yielding Carthagena bark have not thriven, 
only three plants being alive at the end of the year, and thU 
notwithstanding every care that could possibly be given to them. 
The quinologist’s report for the same period as the preceding is 
appended to it, and it shows that the net result of the manufacture 
of febrifuge for the year was 10,3631 lbs. of ordinary and 300 
lbs. of crystalline febrifuge, the cost price of which was lower 
than in any previous year. It appears that the year's working 
resulted iu a profit of Rs. 66,284.9.5, which, it Is stated, is equal 
to a dividend of 64 per cent, on the capital, and may be con* 
sidercd satisfactory. On this point Dr. King says; 41 The 
quantity of febrifuge supplied to Government departments during 
the year was 41804 lbs., and the cost was Rs. 68,988.8, an equal 
quantity of quinine at Rs. 96 per lb. would have cost Rs. 4*01,328. 
The saving to the State effected by substituting febrifuge of 
Government manufacture for I nglieh-made quinine was therefore 
3 . 33 . 340 -” 

Mr. Charles F. Parker, the curator in charge of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, died September 7, 
after an illness of several months. Mr. Parker bad paid special 
attention to the botany of New Jersey, and, both in the com¬ 
pleteness of his herbarium and the accuracy of his knowledge of 
it, he had few, if any, equals. 

Mr. F. E. Sawyer sends us reports of two papers in which 
he gives the results of his investigations on the folk-lore and 
superstitions of Sussex. There is also a paper by him in Part vii* 
of the Folk-lore Journal cm St, S within and the rain water, 
The same number contains part 6 of Mr. Sibrce’s valuable 


collections on u The Oratory, Songs, Legends, and Folktales 
of the Malagasy/' 

At the Upsala University a young lady, only seventeen years 
of age, has just taken the first degree of examination. 

The additions to the Zoological Society's Gardens during the 
past week include two Bonnet Monkeys (A fasacus sinicus d 9 } 
from India, presented by Mr. John Verinder; a Macaque 
Monkey (Macacus cytwmolgus) from India, presented by Mr, 
W, H, B. Morris; a Bonnet Monkey {Macacos timem) from 
India, presented by Miss Stokes; a Geoffroy’a Cat (Fdis 
geoffroii), a Chilian Sea Eagle ( Geranomtus mdanoleucus) from 
Uruguay, presented by Mr. Charles S. Barnes; a Crested Por¬ 
cupine {Hyslrix cristata) from Africa, presented by the Earl de 
Grey ; a Purple Qallinule [Porphyria cmmlmiu European, pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Robert Dowling; a Golden-htaded Canute 
(Conurus auricapillus) from South America, presented by Mrs. 
Robins; a Smooth Snake (CeroneUa Imvis), Britt*h, presented 
by Mr. W. H. Pain ; an A£scttlapian Snake {Coluber ascuhpit), 
European, two Redshanks (Toianus caUdris), British, a Yellow 
Baboon (Cynoctphalus babouin), a Gambian Pouched Rat (CrUe- 
tomys gambianm ), a Slaty Egret (Ardea gularis\ from West 
Africa, a Little Egret (Ardea garzetta), European, a Very Black 
Lemur ( Lemur nigerrimus 6 ) from Madagascar, purchased ; a 
Brown Bear (Ursus arctos ), North European, a Puma (Fills con- 
color) from America, a Patas Monkey (Cercoptikeem patas) from 
West Africa, two Black-footed Penguins (Sphcniscus demersus) 
from South Africa, a Cocteau's Skink (Macroctncus toctcauii) 
from the Cape Verde Islands, deposited. 

OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN 

Pons’ Comet.— Several observers have drawn attention to a 
remarkable fluctuation in the brightness of this comet in Sep* 
tember. M/Bigourdan of the Paris Observatory pays that on 
the 5th of that month it appeared as a faint nebulosity about 
equal in brightness to a star of the twelfth magnitude, and 
nearly round. On the 9th, with a power of 500. there was a 
small nucleus, ill defined but sufficiently distinct from the sur¬ 
rounding nebulosity ; the comet’s light bad increased since the 
5th. Moonlight and clouds interfered with observation till the 
23rd, when the brightness was much increased, and in * small 
telescope was equal to that of a star of the eighth magnitude. 
On the following night, in a fine sky, the comet’* aspect was 
still the same, and its diameter was nearly 2’. On the 27th a 
considerable change hod taken place ; the nebulosity was much 
fainter, and the nucleus distinct from ft was mm io-iico. 
After that date the nucleus further diminished, and on October 6 
was only of 12m., though the comet as a whole was more easily 
seen than at the beginning of September. Thus on September 
34 the comet was of 8m,, while its brightness, calculated front 
that of September 5, would have assigned it only t t-iata. It 
therefore had, as M. Bigourdan remarks, for some time a bright¬ 
ness thirty to forty times that given by theory, which, he >ays, 
it is difficult to reconcile with the opinion that comets have pot 
a light of their own, 

Herr Rumker, observing at Hamburg, noticed similar varia¬ 
tion. On September 23 he hod ;een the comet os 44 ein sehr 
helles Object mit einer glanzenden Veidicbtung." Ou Seplum¬ 
ber 27 and following nights, **glich der Comet einem -achr 
bier sen, unregelniasMgcn, ricmlich grossed Nebel mit einem 
Kleinen kauni sichtbaren condcnsations-centrum/’ The con¬ 
trast, he says was co striking that on September 27 he at fifrt 
doubted if he had the comet in the field. < 1 : 

Baron von Engelhardt fottad the comet feints* on October 1 
than on September 28, but on the latter night it was much 
better seen with a 5-inch comet-seeker than with a power of 140 
on the equitoreal, 'Uj 

Thi Great Cqmrt of 1882,—The weather during the feat 
moonless period appears to have been wry unfcvourabfe/at 
least in this country, and there waa no opportunity fOrsjai^feOr 
tory examination of the position of the great ooinet df on 
the chance of glimpsing it with tnSfrumdWfe 

earth somewhat overtook it on its amuse. 1 The iheop*ri«)M'/fe- 
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hght during the next" period of absence of moonlight 
we continue an ephemera from the elliptic 
elements calculated by Id. Fabritius 


At GrtiWwiek Midnight 


RfA* 

fa, m. ^ 

7 37 

- 31 a* 

■? 31 6 

- 30 50 

- 30 3a 

- 30 14 
~ *9 55 
" *9 3§ 

- aa 16 


Leg. distance from 


f ©ct aj ... 7 37 ... 103 58 6 ... 

, W - ‘I* a* ••* to* 3*9 

, . 39 ... - 31 fi ... — 9‘i ... 

30 ... - 30 50 ... — 14 3 

' " 3* - - 3° 3» ••• — 19*5 ••• 

Nov. 1 ...» 30 14 ... — 24*0 

a .4. - 29 55 ... - *9*7 ... 

3 ... - 49 36 ... - 347 

4 - - *9 *6 ... — 397 ••* 

j - ~ » 55 ... - 44*6 

6 ^ a8 34 ... ~ 49*5 

7 .4. - *8 la ... — 54*3 

8 ... 7 37 48 ... 104 59 f o ... 

The Variable Star U Crphel- 

variable was observed by Mr, Knott 
evening of October 20. The time was 
the star's magnitude was 9*2. The mini 
than Schmidt's elements (A, N. t\ 82] 


i:::: 5 g 

7 .4,-28 la 

8 m, 7 27 48 


, 7 37 48 ... 104 59 f o ... 0*7600 ... o 7851 

1 able Star U Crphei.—A minimum of this 
1 observed by Mr, Knott at Cuckfield, on the 
ctober 20, The time was 8h, 34m, G.M.T,, aud 
pritude was 9*2. The minimum fell an hour later 
Vs elements {A. N. 2382) would predict. The 


divergence of Mr. Knott’s observations has Increased to that 
amount from nine minutes in 1881 ; at the same time he doubts 
if a .fight increase of the adopted period would of itself cun* 
pletdy satisfy the observations, and perhaps the period may be 
subject to variation. 

Reckoning from the minimum on October 20, and using 
Schmidt's mean period, the next few minima will fall Thus:— 


October 30, 7h. Jam, G.M.T. 
November 4, 7h. 31m. G.M.T. 


November 9, 7h. nm. 
November 14, 6U. 50m. 


PHYSICAL NOTES 

AT the. British Association meeting a paper by Prof. J. A. 
Ewing win read, on the magnetic susceptibility and retentiveness 
* of irottond steel. This paper was a preliminary notice of some 
result* of an extended investigation which the author had been 
conducting (or three years in Japan, Experiments with annealed 
tods and, rings of soft iron wire showed that that material 
pos a eeses the property of retentiveness in a very high degree. As 
tUUChpsyp and even 93 per cent, of the induced magnetism survived 
iheiMretal Of the magnetising force. The extiaordinary spec¬ 
tacle was presented of pieces of soft iron entirely free from 
magnetic influence nevertheless holding an amount of mag 
netSm lper unit of volume) greatly exceeding what is eveT held 
by permanent magnets of the best tempered steel. The mag- 
netto C^tacter of the iron in this condition was, however, highly 
unstable. Tfrt application of a reverse magnetising force quickly 
caused;AjemagnetWion, and the slightest mechanical disturb¬ 
ance naif a similar eflect. Gentle tapping removed the residual 
magOeti|m completely. Variations of temperature reduced it 
ahd to Jid any application of stress. On the other hand, 
disappeared oa'y very slowly, if at all, with the 
ime. The residual magnetism in hardened iron and 
was much less than tn soft annealed iron. The maximum 
4f intensity of magnetism to magnetising force during the 
,pf soft iron was generally 200 or 300, and could 
to the enormcus figure of 1590 by tapping the iron 
emag&etfcmg force was being gradually applied. A 
of absolute measurements were made of the energy ex* 
& arnim Iron and steel through cyclic changed of mag* 
da; and the efTects of stress on magnetic luaceptibility 
masting magnetism were examined at great length. ■ The 
ff4b)ect whs much complicated by the presence of the 
which, in previous papers, the writer had named Ifyshre* 
of which, in reference both to magnetism aud to 
quality, had formed a large port of Ms work, 

,;P, TiHONhaaktely shown at the Industrial Science 
Of Lyons a hew wml-incandescent lamp, giving the 
m light* ThU is attained by having two carbon 
Thcttned to one another, brought down on to a 
a cholic, m separated from one another by a small 
oftbe tam* material The chrrent pdases through the chalk 
" * 4 -if %uudereent. By this means the light is rendered 
'Irm^ipVSAd it lsaaid to hive the some 
noy. V' " 11 ' * •' ■ 


Mr. Frank Geraldy has published some interesting statis¬ 
tics comparing the cost of the electric light with gas, both as to 
its actual cost and Its cost per candle power 



This is only an extract from a longer list, but conclusively shows 
that in large instalment* electric lighting is cheaper than gas on 
the total cost; Whilst considered per candle power it is for away 
cheaper. An exception to the rule seems to occur in the first on 
the list; this is due to the smallness of the installation. In the 
case of the Thames Embankment the light is reduced by the use 
of ground glam globes. If we bear in mind the fact that the 
economy consists in having large installations, we shall be 
brought face to face with the fact that whereat gas is now made 
in as large quantities as is practicable, electricity has stUl to be 
brought to that state of economy. Thus we may still expect a 
greater economical advantage than U shown by the above 
figures. 


M. J. JAMW has a paper in the Journal dt Phystqut on the 
11 Critical Point of Liquefiable Gases,'* in which he discusses a 
new theory, He says; u I believe that gases are liquefiable a 
all temperatures when the pressure is sufficient.” Describing 
Cagniara-La tour's experiment; he says : “According 10 known 
laws, the quantity of vapour above the liquid increases very 
rapidly, its aenefty increasing at the same tube as its weight 
without known limit. Again, the remaining portion of the 
liquid expands at an increasing rate until it passes that of the 
gas (Thiforier); it is clear then, by the effect of there inverse 
variations, that at last a limiting temperature must be reached 
when the liquid apd the vapour must hive the same weight for 
the same volume. At this point they are Inseparable; the vapour 
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does not me nor the liquid fall, and the surface of the liquid 
disappears. ” Thus the critical point is the temperature when a 
liquid and its saturated vapour have the same density. From 
the experiments of CagaWd-Latour he deduces that at the 
critical point a liquid has no latent heat, and in summing up he 
saya: ** At the critical point thefe is no difference between a 
liquid and its vapour, neither in tension, nor density, nor thermal 
constitution, nor appearance, nor any property by which they 
can be distinguished. ' 

Frof, H. S. Carhart, of Evanston, Ill., has made some 
researches on the effect on the magnetic field of the rotation of a 
pierced iron disk in front of the poles of a magnet. The result of 
this research is that he has found that an iron screen with a hole 
in it held In front of the pole of a magnet acts magnetically, as a 
screen with a hole in It held near a light acts optically, the 
shape of the hole being clearly defined; thus showing the 
difference of intensity of the field when the iron is there and 
when it is removed. He has made use of this property hv 
placing a small coil capable of inductive action opposite each 
pole o? a horseshoe magnet; in between the coils and the magnet 
he rotated a disk of iron with two concentric circles of holes a 
quarter of an inch in diameter, which came exactly opposite the 
two poles of the magnet. The inner circle contained thirty*two 
boles, and the outer contained sixty-four. The two induction 
bobbins he had connected up with a telephone. When the disk 
was rotated, he distinctly heard two musical notes produced 
which wore an octave apart. The name given to this instrument 
is the magnetophone. 

Mr. E. Van drr Ven has been making some researches on 
the use of phosphor bronze and silicon bronze wires for lines, the 
practical results of which are: that their resistances compared 
with copper of the same diameter are, phosphor bronze, 30 
per cent.; silicon bronze, 70 per cent, ; steel being 10'$ per 
cent. The stretch that can be given from pole to pole is, 
for steel, 2 mm. diameter, 130 feet; phosphor bronze or silicon 
bronze, 1 mm. diameter, 106 and 91 feet respectively. Another 
great point is that a bronze wire, on account of its elasticity, 
would coil up before it had fallen far if broken, thus preventing 
accidents from broken wires. 


THE GREAT TIDAL WAVE 

\X 7 E have received several communications on extra- 
vv ordinary tidal phenomena, which seem to be con¬ 
nected with the great earthquake disturbance in Java in 
August last. We bring these communications together 
here 

I have received an interesting letter from Major A. W. 
Baird, K.E., who directs the Tidal Department of the Survey of 
India, on the results of the earthquake in Java. The extract 
from the letter, which I append, speaks for itself. It may be 
worth mentioning, however, that Negapatam in the Carnatic 
and Fort Blair in the Andaman Island* are nearly in the &ame 
latitude and on opposite sides of the Bay of Bengal. It is to be 
hoped that Major Baird will communicate the results of bis 
investigation to some scientific society in this country. 

Trim Coll., Camb., October 18 G. H. Darwin 

India 

Extract from a letter from A , W* Baird to €, H. Da noin, 
dated Poona, September Tj t 1883 

l( The wave caused by the volcanic eruption at Java is dis. 
tinctly traceable on all the tidal diagrams hitherto received, and 
I am informed of great tidal disturbance at Aden on August 27• 
but the daily reports are always meagre in information. Knrn. 
chee and Bombay also show the disturbance, and as far as I 
have examined the wave reached half way up to Calcutta on the 
Hooghly. 

u Negapatam was most disturbed, and at Fort Blair there was 
veiy great disturbance. I have reports from Fort Blair of tre- 
mendous noises as if a ship was firing guns as signals of distress, 
and they sent out a steamer to look about. Similar reports come 
from the Nicobar*, and I see by the papers the noises were heard 
at Tavoy and Mergui in Burmah. 

4t l me collating the information and getting up diagrams 
showing the tide-curves of August ay and 28, all in Fort Blah 
time, and all on the scale a V I am of opinion that I aan tlis* 
ttnetty prove the first wave to be negative, and that it certainly ex¬ 


tended to Negapatam, thus 
showing that there must have 
been at first an enormous de¬ 
pression or subsidence at the 
bottom of the sea in the Straits 
of Sunda. 

“ By proper handling of the 
records I hope to deduce the 
velocity of the wave from Java 
to Aden, and from Java up the 
Bay of Bengal. 

• “ Unfortunately it will take 
a long time to get the informa¬ 
tion about the time the wave 
wus generated ; but I am leav¬ 
ing no stone unturned to get it. 
1 have sent about twenty cir¬ 
culars to various pprt officers, 
and I have asked -— to ask 
for information from Batavia.” 

South Africa 

Some tidal stations have re¬ 
cently been established, on my 
recommendation, along the 
coast of South Africa, and'the 
results obtained from the ob¬ 
servations will be ultimately 
discussed. Meanwhile I inclose 
herewith r tracing from the 
tidal diagram at one of these 
stations (taken at Port Eliza¬ 
beth under Mr. Shield, harbour 
engineer), covering the period 
from noon on August 26 to 
noon on August 30. It a ill be 
seen from the diagram that till 
4 p.m. on August 27 the curve 
was perfectly normal. 

At 8 p.m. on August 27 an 
extraordinary oscillation, hav¬ 
ing a period of about an hour, 
commenced, and at 9 p.m. had 
attained a range of five feet. 
It then gradually but very 
slowly subsides. 

Mr. Shield thinks, and I 
agree with him, that the tidal 
disturbance in question has its 
origin probably in the recent 
disturbance in the Straits of 
Sunda, Our information here 
is as yet very defective. Ac¬ 
curate data as to that disturb¬ 
ance Would be of the greatest 
interest. David Gill 

Royal Observatory, Cape of 
Good Hope, Sept. 35 

Mauritius 

In the Mauritius Mercantile 
Record of September 8, Mr. C. 
Meldram elves a collection of 
data on the phenomena ob¬ 
served in the neighbourhood 
of Mauritius. One Of the local 
papers, the Proprh Colonial, 
gave, in its issue of August 29, 
an account of a curious phenes 
menon observed in the harbour 
of Port Louis* by Capt. Ferrat, 
of the s.s. Touartg, The 
Touareg was moored in the 
Trou Fanfaron, near the Patent 
Slip* Towards 2 p.m. on 
August ay Capt. Ferrat, who 
was then on board of bis 
vessel, observed that in that 
part of the harbour - the sea 
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tuddenly receded, Leaving the rock* in the neighbourhood dry. 
T^itevel cl ft* water, it is said, Ml to the extent of four 
' About * quarter of an hour after, the sea 
(drat former WeL with extreme violence, causing the 
f in^d other vessels to roll frightfully. An alternate 
lov^iug and riiing of the «a-level continued till 6 p.m. By 
7 p*m, 'ml had teoapotowed. On the morning of the 28th, 
hoWeir#r, there were- stul strong currents. In its issue of August 
3^ the'Wport* that, while traversing tlie pass be¬ 
tween ;\*Ujaptt Maud and the Coin de Mire, on the 27th, a 
Government boot, though running before a strong breeze, was 
.stopped by a current from the opposite direction, and that the 
pafc&* Observed the Sea receding precipitately from the vicinity 
df Gabriel Island, leaving the reefs dry, but that in a few 
minutes they were, by a sudden reflux, covered with water to 
the depth of aU feet The Mercantile Record of August 30 
reported that on the 27th the sea in the Trou Fanfaron went 
doom fvery twelve minutes, leaving all the boats moored in 
front, or the harbour workahed dry, and then immediately rose 
again. The Touartg and Stella seemed to be in a boiling sea. 
On the 27th the sea in Tombeau Bay suddenly fell five feet 
Inflow its usual level, and fish were caught on the dry beach. 
A quarter of an hour later the sea returned and rose nearly five 
feet above its ordinary level. Similar phenomena were ob¬ 
served ol the Morne Brabant. On the same day, remarkable 
utmospheric and magnetic disturbances were recorded at the 
Royal Alfred Observatory, Pamplemoussea, It would thus 
appear that from at least Flat Island, about eight miles north of 
the mainland of Mauritius, to Fort Louis on the went coast, and 
thence round by the Morne to Souillac on the south coast, a 
distance m all of about forty-six miles, an unusual perturbation 
occurred with regard to the level and motion of the bea-water, 
and that pa the $&me day meteorological and magnetic perturba¬ 
tions were recorded at the Observatory. The interest created by 
these occurrence* was heightened by the report that vessels 
which arrived from the eastward on August 28 had passed 
through fields of pumice-stone. 

Mr. Mel drum then gives a short account of what happened at 
the Observatory, and relates what has been told him by eye- 
witnesses of what occurred in the harbour and elsewhere. 

•Iv —The borogram sheet for the forty-eight hours 

e*fdh*gf«i ; wX.ih. on the 28th shows a remarkable disturbance in 
the atmospheric pressure between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. on the 27th. 
Under ordinary condition* the barometer invariably falls from a 
maximum at about 9.30 a.m, to a minimum at about 3.30 p.m. 
But on Augud 27 lost this was not the case. Soon after 11 a.m. 
a slight disturbance began* as indicated by small successive in¬ 
dent ad onsin the barogram, At u.55 a.in. the mercury stood 
at 29*996 inches, and at 0.06 p.m. at 29*918; it then rose to 
at 420 p.m., after which it fell to 29*916 at 1.10 p.m. 
From*.!© to 3.00 p.tru it rose, and at the latter hour stood at 
29 968. In die interval from 2.50 to 3.55 p.m. there were five 
w*#aifet& and the mean interval between their lowest points was 
ifintetutex. Upon the whole, however, the mercury continued 
to rise after i.to pjm, The sudden Ml from 11.55 a.m. to 
Ae rise from 0.06 to 0.20 p.m., are shown by a 
pr^eeting peak. This peak, the undulations from 2.50 to 
L 89 pAW and the fact that the minimum occurred fully two 
Jta%* esuflW than usual, ore the principal characteristics of the 
After 5 p.m. there was no trace of disturbance. 

A smaller dlstorhanee occurred between 9 p.m. and midnight 
on the a&tk 

2- Af^tf/b^w.^Towarda 9 a.m, on the 27th the north 
end'll ^ decUnoHim magnet began to move towards the west, 
at find steady and then more rapidly, and at 11 a.m. it attained 
its ;W#ter|y maaittuim position, the movement since 9 a.m. 

‘ Ah easterly movement then set in, 
' eontfiteod UU .0h. v5m> p.rm, the north end being then 
east of its position at it a.m. A slight westerly move- 
thenoecurred^p to ik aom., after whidi there 
1 moveme n t towaids the east till 2 p.m., the decrease 
1 since lit sonu being id 37*, The magnet then 
^ the west, recovering its normal position about 
8 tow© etf disturbance ceased. From 10 tb 
wpVeteUyfrom 1* a.ra, to f p.m., there were 

,_ u The extreme range from the maximum 

luft’Aftefe *0 the maximum easterly position at 

magnetometer, as indicated by the 
rT . t .. . b e t we en 8k 15m. and irk 
botir a 1 rapid decease of ■ force 


began and continued till oh. 15m. p, m., the decrease amounting 
in parts of force to *00086, and the south end 'of the magnet 
moving upward through an angle of 16' 07", From oh. ijm. to 
lh. aom f a slight increase of force took place, amounting to 
*00027, the south end of the magnet dipping to the extent of 
5/ 06". After ih. 20m. a very rapid decrease set in, which con¬ 
tinued till 1.50 p.m., the decrease amounting to *00083, and the 
south end of the magnet moving upward through on angle of 
15' 3$\ The force then gradually increased and recovered its 
normal value at 6 p.m., by which time it had increased to the 
extent of *00104 parts of force since ih. 50m., the south end of 
the magnet moving downward through an angle of 19' 36". The 
total decrease from xr a.m. to in. 50m. p.m. was *00142, 
during which interval the range of angular movement was 
26' 40". There were several minor oscillations, particularly 
between iz a.m. and oh. 40m. p.m. 

The horizontal force curve also shows a well-marked dis¬ 
turbance, but it was less than in the case of the other curves. 

The principal features of these disturbances were the unusually 
large ranges of the movements of the magnets, and the differences 
between the epochs of maximum and minimum and the average 
epochs* 

Magnetic disturbances occurred also on August 28 and 29* 

Disturbances in the Trou Fanfaron .—Capt. Ferrat states that 
at fcomc time between J.30 arid 2 p.m. on the 27th the water 
rushed inwards from the harbour with great violence, and rose 
above its former level to the extent of fully three feet. An alter¬ 
nate ebb and flow then continued till nearly 7 p.m., the intervals 
in time between low and high water being about 15 minutes. 
There was no wave or billow, but a strong current, the estimated 
velocity of which was about three knots in ten minutes, or 
eighteen knots an hour. The current appeared to be strongest 
towards evening. Similar disturbances, but le-s marked, were 
observed on the morning of the 28th. 

On the opposite side of the Trou Fanfaron another observer 
noticed, aljout 2 p.m. on the 27th, that around the Stella t which 
was moored within about 25 yards of him, the water had a 
“ boiling appearance.” The water then receded about 20 feet 
from the shore, leaving some boats near him partly on dry land. 
About a quarter of an hour after the water rushed back and ad¬ 
vanced about six feet farther inland than where it was at 2 p.m. 
The w ater then receded, and a scries of oscillation* took place 
till about 6 p.m., the intervals between high and low water 
being from 15 to 20 miuutes, and the extent of rise and foil 
which was at first about three feet, becoming less and less after 
A p.m. 

These statements accord with others previously made to the 
Hon. Mr. Counal, 

Similar phenomena, but of a less violent character, occurred 
between 2.30 and 6 p.m. on the 28th. 

The Trou Fanfaron, it may be remarked, is a narrow inlet on 
the north-cast side of the harbour. Near its mouth, or entrance, 
its direction is south-west and north-east; it then turns towards 
the east, and throughout the greater part of its length (about 
1600 feet) it runs nearly cast and west. Its breadth is generally 
from 200 to 300 feet. 

Similar disturbances were observed at Arsenal and Tombeau 
Bays. - 

On August IX and 12 the Idomene, in 6° to 8* S*, and 
in 88° K. t passed through fields of pumice-stone, which may 
lwve been ejected from a volcano near the Straits of Sunda. At 
all events, that pumice-stone had no immediate connection with 
what took place in Mauritius. 

“I will at present,” Mr. Mcldrum concludes, ** make no at¬ 
tempt to explain the phenomena in question. Magnetic dis¬ 
turbances, property so-called, are not produced by 
but are generally aicribed, in a measure at least, to totmicu 
cause?. The disturbances of the magnets on this occasion, how¬ 
ever, may have been mechanical effects of earth-waves, although 
no permanent change of level took place* The difficulty is to 
refer all the phenomena to the same cause.” 


THE MOTION 0F WATER 1 
U Objects and Results of the Imtsligatietu 
THE results of thk investigation have both a practical and a 
* philosophical aspect* 
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In their practical aspect they relate to the /aw of resistance to 
the motion of water m pipes , which appears in a new form,, the 
law for all velocities ana all diameters being represented by 411 
equation of two terms. 

Jn their philosophical aspect these results relate to the funda¬ 
mental principle * of fluid motion ; inasmuch as they afford for 
the case of pipes a definite vetmcatiou of two principles, which 
are that the general character of the motion of fluids it% contact 
with solid surfaces defends on ike relation (i) between the dimen - 
sib ns of the space occupied by the fluid and a linear physical con * 
slant of the fluid / (2) between the velocity and a physical velocity 
constant of the fluid\ 

The results as viewed in their philosophical aspect were the 
primary object of the investigation. 

As regards the practical aspects of the results it is not neces¬ 
sary to say anything by way of introduction; but in order to 
render the philosophical scope and purpose of the investigation 
intelligible it is necessary to describe shortly the line of reason¬ 
ing which determined the order of investigation. 

2. The Leading Features of the Motion of Actual Fluids .— 
Although in mos>t ways the exact manner in which water moves 
is difficult to perceive, and still more difficult to define, as are 
also the forces attending such motion, certain general features 
both of the forces and motions stand .prominently forth as if to 
inyite or defy theoretical treatment. 

The relations between the resistance encountered by, and the 
velocity of a solid body moving steadily through, a fluid in which 
it is completely immersed, or of water moving through a tube, 
present tnemselves mostly in one or other of two simple forms, 
The resistance is generally proportional to the square of the 
velocity, and when this is not tne case it takes a simpler form, 
and is proportional to the velocity. 

Again, the internal motion of water assumes one or other of 
two broadly distinguishable forms—either the elements of the 
fluid follow one another along lines of motion which lead in the 
most direct manner to their destination, or they eddy about in 
sinuous paths, the most indirect possible. 

3. Connection between the Leading Features of Fluid Motion .— 
These leading features of fluid motion are well known, and are 
supposed to oe more or less connected, but it does not appear 
that hitherto any very determined efforts have been made to 
trace a definite connection between them, or to trace the 
characteristics of the circumstances under which they are usually 
presented. 

Certain circumstances have been definitely associated with the 
particular hws of force. Resistance as the square of the velocity 
is associated with motion in tubes of more than capillary dimen¬ 
sions, and with the motion of the bodies through the water at 
more than insensibly small velocities, while resistance as the 
velocity is associated with capillary tube* and small velocities. 

The equation* of hydrodynamics, although they are applicable 
to direct motion, i.e. without eddies, ana show that then the 
resistance is as the velocity, have hitherto thrown no light on 
the circumstances on which such motion depends. And although 
of late years these equations have been applied to the theory of 
the eddy, they have not been in the least applied to the motion 
of water, which is a mass of eddies, /.r. in sinuous motion , nor 
have they yielded a due to the cause of resistance varying as the 
square ol the velocity. Thus, while a* applied to waves and the 
motion of water in capillary tubes the theoretical results agree 
with the experimental, the theory of hydrodynamics has so far 
failed to afford the slightest hint why it should explain these 
phenomena, and signally failed to explain the law of resistance 
encountered by Urge bodies moving at sensibly high velocities 
through water, Or that of water in sensibly large pipes. 

This accidental fitness of the theory to explain certain of the 
phenomena, while entirely failing to explain others, affords strong 
presumption that there are some fundame ,tal principles of fluid 
motion of which due account has not been taken In the theory; 
and several years ago it seemed to me that & careful examination 
as to the connection between these four leading features together 
with the circumstances on which they severally depend, was 
the most likely means of jSnding the clue to the principles over* 
looked. 

4. Space and VAocity. —The definite association of resistance 
ai the square of the velocity with sensibly Urge tubes and high velo¬ 
cities, and of resistance m the velocity with capillary tubes and 
slow velocities* seemed to be evidence of the very general and 
important influence of some properties of fluids not recognised 
in the theory of hydrodynamics. 

As there is no such thing as absolute space or absolute time 


recognised in mechanical philosophy to suppose .that the cha¬ 
racter of motion of fluids in any waydepended ou absOtute iise 
or absolute velocity would be to suppose such motion xwtside 
the pale of the laws of motion. If, men:, fluid*, hi t^if motions, 
are subject to these laws, what appears to be the depended of 
the character of the motion on the absolute site of the 'tribe add 
on the absolute velocity of the immersed body must hi reality be 
a dependence on the size of the tube as compared With 'the sire 
of some other object, and on the velocity of the body to com¬ 
pared with so me other velocity, What is the standard object 
and what the standard velocity which come into comparison with 
the size of the tube and the velocity of an immersed body are 
questions to which the answers were not obvious. Answers, 
however, were found in the discovery of a circumstance on which 
sinuous motion depends. 

5. The Eject of Viscosity on the Character of Fluid Motion, 
—The small evidence which clear water shows as to the exist¬ 
ence of internal eddies, not less than the difficulty of. estimating 
the viscous natuit of the fluid, appears to have hitherto obscured 
the very important circumstance that the more viscous a fluid is 
the less prone is it to eddying or sinuous motion* tfcis 

definitely, if p is the viscosity and p tike density of 

water - diminishes rapidly as the topmj 

' " \ . ■ , V ; \ 

5° C. * is doubfe what it la at 45* C. „ What l gjjtyl moo 

that the tendency of water to eddy becomes muehgrtattr As ’the 
temperaturert*es. ' - '* " ,! ' 

Hence, connecting the change iu the la# of reuithstoe with 
the birth and development of eddies, this discovery limited 
further search for the standard distance and standard velocity to 
the physical properties of the fluid. 

To follow the line of this search would be to enter upon a 
molecular theory of liquids, and this is beyond my present pur¬ 
pose. It is sufficient here to notice the well-known fact 


that ~ is a quantity of the nature of a product of a distance and 
a velocity. 

6 , Evidence from the Equations of Motion *—In this article it 
is pointed out that the equations of motion afford definite evi¬ 
dence of a dependence of the dynamical equilibrium of a fluid on 

the value ofr being the diameter of the pipe and U the 
mean velocity of the fluid. 

7. The Cause of Eddies ,—There appeared to be two possible 
causes for the change of direct motion into sinuous. These are 
best discussed in the language of hydrodynamics; but ai the 
results of this investigation relate to broth these causes, which, 
although the distinction is subtile, are fundamentally distinct and 
lead to distinct results, it is necessary that they should he indi¬ 
cated. 

The general came of tfie change from steady to \ 
was, in 1^43, pointed out by Frofo ?“ 
certain rircumriances, tbe stem 3 - 
that an indefinitely small ditto 
sinpon* motion. Both the causes % 
kind, and ye? they ; ^e diatipet ; the f' ^ 


taken ifi the , r ., 

from viscosity.apd 
then oamj ‘ 

same mot_ , vt , l _, 

(1.) The frictionless fluid ndglif be unstable and .. 
stable, Under these circumstance* the cause of eddies is dm 
instability as a perfect fluid* the effect of viscosity being hi the 
direction of stability. 

(S.) The firietionless fluid might be stable, and the vjseetts 
fluid unstable; under which circumstances rim cause of instabi¬ 
lity would be the viscosity. 

It was clear to me that the conclusion 1 had drawn from, rite 
equations of motion immediately related only to the first cans*. 
Nor could I then perceive toy possible way in which instability 
could result from viscosity. All the same ffoh a certain totomt 
of uncertainty In assuming the first cause of iurtatitity tu be 
general. This uncertainty was the result of variottt i ” 


tions, but particularly from my having observed flbsat ')qfpgt ■, 
apparently eome on in very diriment ways, according to * ftitf 
definite circumstance of motion, which may ha vt ■ 

When in a channel the, water is mjl moving inthe aame j 
tion, the velocity being greatest in the inidt^ 
to aero at the rides, as indicated'hgf 
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allowed theraadves reluctantly end irregularly; whereas when 
the water on on* aide of the channel was moving in the opposite | 
dtrac&on to that on the other, as shown, by the carve in Fig. 2 , 
eddies, appealed in the middle regularly and readily. 

8 , Method* of Investigation. —There appeared to be two ways 
of proceedings the one theoretical, the other practical. 

The theoretical method Involved the integration of equations 
for unsteady motion in a way that had not then been accom¬ 
plished, ana which, considering the general intractability of the 
equations was not promising. 

The practical method was to test the relation between U, 

-, and c; this, owing to the simple and definite form of the 

law, seemed to offer, at all events in the first place, a far more 
promising field of research. 

The law of motion, in a straight, smooth tube offered the 
simplest possible tarcumatanoe* and the most crucial test. 

The existing experimental * knowledge of the resistance of 


water in tubes, although very extensive, was in one important 
respect incomplete. The previous experiments might be 
divided Into two classes—(I) those made under circumstances 
m which the law of resistance was os the square of the velocity, 
and (3) those made under circumstances in which the resistance 
varied as the velocity. There had not apparently been any 
attempt made to determine the exact circumstances under which 
the change of law took place. 

Again, although it had been definitely pointed out that eddies 
w»u!d explain the resistance as the square of the velocity, it did 
not appear that any definite experimental evidence of the exis¬ 
tence of eddies in parallel tubes had been obtained, and much 
less was there any evidence as to whether the birth of eddies 
was simultaneous with the change in the law of resistance. 

These open points may be be*t expressed iu the form of 
queries to which the answers anticipated were In the affirmative. 

(1.) What was the exact relation between the diameters of the 
pipes and the velocities of the water at which the law of resis- 
tanoejbhattsred * was it at a certain value of r U ? 


(2*1 Did this change depend ott the temperature, i.r, the vxs- 
cosity pf water j was it at a certain value of - ? 

J j.) Wert there eddies in parallel tubes ? 

jj^Did Steady motion hold up to a critical value and then 

>{&.) ;i$d the eddies come in at a certain value of t 

r eddles first make their appearance as small, and 

S pidudly with the velocity, or did they com* in 

Off fb* Ust query may not be obvious $ but, as will 
sequel,, its importance was such that, in spi te of 

of one particular clees ofiii^lBdto^recOu- 

and eventually to 

>$ insUbiUty^cmued by fluid friction. 


The queries an they are put suggest two methods of experi¬ 
menting :— 

(i.) Measuring the resistances and velocities for different dia¬ 
meter?, and with different temperatures of water. 

(3.) Visual observation as to the appearance of eddies during 
the Bow of water along tubes or open channels. 

Both these methods have been adopted, but as the question 
relating to eddies had been the least studied, the second method 
was the first adopted. 

9. Experiments by Visual Observations.—* The most important 
of these experiments related to water moving in one direction 
along glass tubes. Besides these, however, experiments on fluids 
flowing In opposite directions in the same tube were made ; also 
a third class of experiments which related to motion in a fiat 
channel of indefinite breadth. 

These last-mentioned experiments resulted from an incidental 
observation during some experiments made in 1876 as to the 
effect of oil to prevent wina waves. As the result of this ob¬ 
servation had no small influence in directing the coarse of this 
investigation, it may be well to describe it first. 

10. Eddits caused by ike Wind beneath the Oiled Surface of 
Water. —A few drops of oil on the windward side of a pond 
during a stiff breexe having spread over the pond and completely 
calmed the surface as regards waves, the sheet of oil, if it may 
be so called, was observed to drift before the wind, and it was 
then particularly noticed that close to, and at a considerable 
distance from, the windward edge, the Burface presented the 
appearance of plate glass ; further from the edge the surface pre¬ 
sented that wavering appearance which has already been likened 
to that of sheet glass, which appearance was at the time noted 
as showing the existence of eddies beneath the surface. 

Subsequent observation confirmed this first view. At a suffi¬ 
cient distance from the windward edge of an oil-calmed surface 
there are always eddies beneath the surface even when the wind 
is light. But the distance from the edge increases rapidly as the 
force of the wind diminishes, so that at a limited distance (to or 
30 feet) the eddies will come and go with the wind. 

Without oil I was unable to perceive any indication of eddies. 
At first X thought that the waves might prevent their appearance 
even if they were there, but by careful observation I convinced 
myself that they were not there. It is not necessary to discuss 
these results here, although, as will appear, they have a very 
important bearing on the cause of instability. 

1 1. Experiments by Means of Colour Bands in Glass Tubes. 
—These were undertaken early in 1880; the final experiments 
were made on three tubes, Nos. I, a, and 3. 

The diameters of these were neariv 1 inch, 4 inch, and £ inch. 
They were all about 4 feet 6 inches long, and fitted with trumpet 
mouthpieces, so that water might enter without disturbance. 

The water was drawn through the tubes out of a large glass 
tank in which the tubes were immersed, arrangements being 
made so that a streak or streaks of highly-coloured water entered 
the tubes with the clear water. 

The general results were as follows:— 

(1 ) When the velocities were sufficiently low, the streak of 
colour extended in a beautiful straight line through the tube 
(Fifr 3b 

(2.) If the wafer in the tank had not ouite settled to rest, at 
sufficiently low velocities the streak would shift about the tube, 
but there was no appearance of sinuosity, 

(3.) As the velocity was increased by small stages at some 
point in the tube always at a considerable distance from the 
trumpet or intake, the colour hand would all at once mix tip with 
the surrounding water, and fill the rest of the tube with a mass 
of coloured water, as in Fig* 4* 

Any increase in the velpaty caused the point of breakdown to 
approach the trumpet, but with no velocities that Were tried did 
it reach this. 

On viewing the tube by the light of an electric spark, the mass 
of colours resolved itself into a mass of mom or less distinct 
curls showing eddies, aa in Fig. 5, 

The Experiments thus seemed to settle questions 3 and 4 in 
the affirmative—the existence of eddies and a critical velocity. 

They alsp settled in the negative question 6 as to the eddies 
coming in gradually after the critical velodty was reached. 

In order to obtain an answer to question 5 os to the law of the 
critical velocity, the diameters of the tubes were carefully 
measured, also the temperature of the water and the tote of 

then found that with water at a constant tempo* 
atnto and the tank as still as could by any means be brought 
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about, the critical velocities at which the eddies showed themselves 
were exactly in the inverse ratios of the diameters of the tubes. 

($v) That in all the tubes the critical velocity diminished as 
the temperature increased* the range being from 5* C. to 22° G., 
and the law of this diminution so far os could be determined, 
was in accordance with Poiseuilie’s experiments. 

Taking T to express degrees Centigrade, then by Poiseuille’s 
experiments— 

£ cc P ~ I +.0*0336T + 0*00231 T*, 

Taking a metre as the unit, U* the critical velocity, and D the 
diameter of the tube, the law of the critical point is completely 

* X) 

expressed by the formula U, * where B x » 43*7. This 

is a complete answer to question 5. 

During the experiments many things were noticed which can¬ 
not be mentioned here, foot two circumstances should be men¬ 
tioned as emphasising the negative answer to question 6, In 
the first place, the critical velocity was much higher than had 
been expected in pipes of such magnitude, resistance varying as 
the square of the velocity had been found at very much smaller 
velocities than tho*e at which the eddies appeared when the 

il 

water in the tank was steady. And in the second place it was I 
* hserved that the critical velocity was very sensitive to disturb¬ 
ance in the water before entering the tubes, and it was only by j 
the greatest care as to the uniformity of the temperature of the 
tank and the stillness of the water that consistent results were 
obtained. This showed that the steady motion was unstable for 
large disturbances long before the critical velocity was reached, 
a fact which agreed with the full blown manner in which the 
eddies appeared! 

*2. Experiments with Two Stream in Opposite Directions in 
the Same Tube ,—A glass tube $ feet long and x *2 inch in dia¬ 
meter, having its ends slightly bent up, as shown in Fig. 6, 
was half filled with bisulphide of carbon, and then filled up with 
water and both ends corked. The bisulphide was chosen as 
being a limpid liquid, but little heavier than water and com¬ 
pletely insoluble, the surface between the two liquids being 
clearly distinguishable. When the tube was placed in a hori¬ 
zontal direction, the weight of the bisulphide caused it to spread 
along the lower half of the tube, and the surface of separation | 
of the two liquids extended along the axis of the tube* 

On one end of the tube being slightly raised, the water would 


flow to the upper end, and the bisulphide fait fa the fewer, 
causing opposite currents along the upper and lower halves of 
the tube, while in the middle of the tube the level of the surface 
of separation remained unaltered. * V 

The particular purpose of this investigation was toaeoertam 
whether there was a critical velocity at which mveior simpe-ities 
would show themselves in the surface of separation.. It proved 
a very pretty experiment and completely answered itr purpose. 

When one end was raised quickly by a definite amount, the 
opposite velocities of the two liquids, which were greatest in the 
middle of the tub?, attained a certain maximum woe depending 
on the inclination given to the tube. When this was small no 
signs of eddies or smuoeities showed themselves, but at a certain 
definite inclination waves (nearly stationary) showed themselves, 
presenting all the appearance of wind waves. 

These waves first made their appearance as very small waves 
of equal lengths, the length being oomparable to the diameter of 
the tub*. * < 

When by increasing the rise the velocities of flow were in 
creaaed, the waves kept the same length Inti became*higher, end 
when the rise was sufficient thewaves would curl and break, the 
one fluid Winding itself into the other in regular eddies. 



Whatever might be the era*, a tfcin formed slowly between 
the bisulphide and the water, and this skin produced similar 
effects to that of oilon water* die remits mentioned ore those 
which were obtained before the tick Showed itself. When the 
skin first came on, regular Waves cea s e d to form, and in their 
place the surface was disturbed as if fay irregular eddies above 
and below, just as in the case of the oiled surface of water. 

The experiment was not adapted to afford a definite measure 
of the velocities at which'the various phenomena occurred, but 
it was obvious that the critical velocity at which the wattes Amt 
appeared was many times smaller than the critical velocity in a 
tube of the same size when the motion was in one direction only. 
It woe also clear that the critical velocity was nearly if ootguile 
independent of any existing disturbance in the liquids, So that 
this experiment shows— . 

(I.) That there is a critical velocity# in the case of oppo ftifce 
flow,atwhich direct motion becomes OnitisblC,. , : i ^ 

(2.) That the instabihtycaam Co;gra 4 tt 4 l^W 
on tlte ^nAgnityde of^ tbe disturbanecs, vt, in other : 
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for tbj* «ta*» qwwtipn 6 must 'be Mwwered in the 

i#m*tive.. t ^ 1 , v , 

It tou* appeared tfaatthere 1 m some difference its the cause of 
instAbflfcv £t the two motions. 

tj. /toirt&fr ^ Ah j EjpHifbns if Metian.-^Hert the 
Author explains that be had go far succeeded in integrating the 
equations of motion as to find that them must be two critical 
values of the velocity—the one that at which steady motion 
would toeak down into eddying motion, the other that at which, 
as the velocity dim i nished, previously existing eddies would die 

oat; both these velocities depending on the relation U oc j~, 

14, Ntmflt ef Experiments <m the Law of Remtanee in Tubes. 


—The existence of the critical velocity described in the previous 
article could only be tested by allowing water in a high state of 
disturbance to enter a tube, ondafter flowing* wrfkicnt distance 
for the eddies to die out, if they were going to die Oat, to test 
the motion. As it seemed impossible to mpiv die method of 
colour bands, the test applied was that of the W of assistance 
at indicated in questions (t) and (a) in f 8- The result was very 
happy. Two straight lead pipes, No* 4 and No. $, each 16 feet 
long, and having diameters of a quarter and half inch respec¬ 
tively, were used. 

The water was allowed to flow through rather move than to 
feet before coming to the find gouge-hole, toe second gaugetoole 
being 5 feet further along the pipe. 



k'Uj. 

The results were very definite, end are partly shown in Fig. 8, 

(I.) At the lower velocities the pressure was proportional to 
the velocity, and the velocities at which a deviation from this 
law first occurred were in the exact inverse ratio of the diameters 
of toe pipes. 

(2,) Up to these critical velocities toe discharges from the 
pipe* agreed exactly with those given by PoiseuiUe’s formula for 
capillary tubes. 

(3.) nor some Httk distance after passing the critical velocity 
no very simple relations appeared to hold between the pressures 
and velocities; but by toe time the velocity reached 1*3 (critical 
velocity) the relation became again simple. The pressure did 
not vary as the square of toe velocity, but as 1722 power of the 
velocity; this law hold in both tubes, and through velocities 
ranging from l to 50, where it showed no signs of breaking 
down. 


*** — ~ r 

(4.) The most striking result was that not only at toe critical 
velocity but throughout the entire motion the laws of resistance 

exactly corresponded for velocities in the ratio of & . This last 

result was brought out in the most striking manner on reducing 
the results by the graphic method of logarithmic homologues as 
described in my paper on thermal transpiration. 

Calling the resistance per unit of length as measured in the 
weigh to? cubic units of water t, and toe velocity v, log* is taken 
for abscissa, and log v for ordinate, and the curve plotted. 

In this way the experimental results for each tube are repre¬ 
sented as a curve; these curves, which ore shown as far as the 
small scale will admit in Fig. 9, present exactly the same shape, 
and only differ in position. 

Either of the curves may he brought into exact co in c idence with 
the other by a rectangular shift, and the horizontal shifts are 



given toy the diffwenceof toe logarithm of for toe twotobes, | 

toevertical tla« of 2* 

Thfc temperatures at whkh toe experiments had been made 

tb*t the effect of the 

variations of shewed toemtoHws, / 

Cwfai#* tw# defitiHwm 

of toes* , 14 # ####', wm^s&Ultf# ’law,' ami, toe 

new form which they result- 

hhee attove toe eriifod trioritjy todmb with 


the well-known experiments of Bam e* pspes ranging from 
0*014 to o*j motto; Taking no notice of the empirical laws 
by Which fiewy had endeavoured to represent his results, 
X Xnaid. tJ# ' r -biMnjoX!0|paM plotted from his pub¬ 

lished eaperiis^nt* '' H tty law was general, toen there log* 
corres, togetoer with mine, should all shift into coincidence 

if each1 shifted; horisontolly toreu# ^ and vertically 

throagi \ y ^ , 

. la c*kttt*fe>jr the*# attft* fate win tome Aonbtfol point*. 
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Vpipes were not uniform between the gaAge points, the 
otts vnryingAs much m 20 per cent,, aed the temperature 
was only cafUittV';''gi-veta. These matter? rendered*, close agree* 
meflt utolikwy; s >Ji was rather a question : ^f seeing If there was 
rteraatic disagreement the curves came to be 

,■ the agreement was remarkable; in only one respect was 
^4 any systematic disagreement, and this only raised another 
point; -ft Was tuny m the slopes of the higher portions of the 
curves. In both, my tubes the slopes were as 1722 to 1 ; in 
fiarcy^a they Varied according to the nature of the material, from 
the mad pipes, which were the same aa mine, to 1*92 to 1 with 
the Oast from This seem* *0 show that the nature of the surface 
df 'Wt pipe has an effect on the law of resistance above the 
critiad velocity, 

i€u The Critical Velocities.—A)\ the experiments agreed 
in giving if » ? as the critical velocity, to which correspond 

ns the criticaljpreesure 1 , =* —^oc &* *heunits being metres 

and degrees Centigrade. IttvSl be observed that tbU value is 
much leas than the critical velocity at which steady motion broke 
down, 

17, General Lam of Mesistanee,^Vkit log. homologues all 
consist of two straight branches the lower branch inclined at 
45® and the upper one at n horizontal to 1 vertical, except for 
the small distance beyond the critical velocity these branches 
constitute the curves. These two branches meet in a point, 0 , 
cm the curve at a definite distance below the critical pressure, so 
that, ignoring the small portion of the curve above the point 
before it again coincides with the upper branch, the logarithmic 
bomologues give for the law of resistance for all pipes and all 
D3/_/ 0 D 
I Tj 


velocities A i = (® p v ) * w h* rc n has the value unity as 


t long as either member Ik below unity, and then takes the value 
of the elope n to 1 for the particular surface of the pipe, 

. If the units are metres and degrees Centigrade-^ 

A = 67,700,000 ■ 

B = 39S 

P - 1 & o'ow&T + 0*000221 T*. 

Hus equation then, excluding the region immediately about 
the critical velocity, gives the law of resistance in Poiscuttle's 
tubes, those of the present investigation, and Darcy’s, the range 
of diameters beinj&from 0*000013 metres (Poiseuillc, 1843), to 0*5 
metres {Darcy, i§$7); and the range of velocities from 0*0020 
to 7 inetres per sec., 1883. 

This algebraical formula shows that the experiments entirely 
accord with the theoretical conclusions. The empirical constants 
are A, ft, P, and n ; the first three relate solely to the dimen - 
skmal properties of the fluid which enter into the viscosity, and 
it geems probibte that the last relates to the properties of the 
surface of the pipe. 

Much of the success of the experiments is due to the care and 
skill of Mr. Foster of Owens College, who has constructed the 
apparatus and assisted me in making the experiments. 

SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

Paws 

Academy of Sciences, October 15.—M. Blanchard, presi¬ 
dent, ia the chair.—Note on a formula of Hansen in connection 
with the mechanism of the heavens, by M. F. Tteaereud.—On the 
measurement of the forces brought into play -:%tbe various ac¬ 
tions of human locomotion (conrinuedh Twtti uhwtratieiis* by 
M. Many, By combining the mdfcatfflife obtained from the 
dynamometer with those yielded by instentaneous photography, 
a continuous comparison may be made of the forces brought 
into action with the movements resulting from them. The 
various applications of these two methods will form the subject 
of future experiments,—On a memoir by M f Raoult, entitled 1 
<r Loi generate de Congelation de« Dissolvents,’’—report by 
4 fM Cahours, Berthelot, and Debray. Water holding saline 
* bodies in solution freezes at a lower temperature than pure water, 
and.tbe Eogliflh physicist Blagden had shown in r 788 that the 
lowering or the freezing-point due to this cause is in many cam 
in proportion to die quantity of mutter held in solution. This 
principle is now,generoUsed by M. Raoult, who arrives at the 
conclusion that the freeriag-point of any liquid compounds 
capable of solidification is lowered by all solid, fluid, or gaseous 
bodies dissolved in them. The reporters agree with die author 
. that m methods will be found useful In supplying,new means for 


ascertaining by a simple process tbedegreeofj 
substance*,—Trial trip of an electric acreW 'battoott made by 
MM. A. and G. Tissandier, note by M., Ttajandter. This 
preliminaw experiment took place at.Auteml on October 8, and 
was attended by a certain measure of success, although the Ap¬ 
paratus proved powerless to prevent the spinning morion Of the 
balloon when heading against aerial currents. The trip will be 
renewed ns soon as certain improvements have been made in 
the electromotor suggested by this experiment.—Studies made on 
the summit of the Pic du Midi, with a view to the establishment 
of a permanent astronomic station, note by MM. THollon and 
Tripled.—On the transformation of certain equations of the 
second degree to two, independent variables, and on some inte¬ 
grations thence dcducible, by M. K. LiouvtMe.—On a method 
of isolating the calorific from the luminous and chemical rays, 
by M. F. van Asscbe.—On the, fawn and characters of the 
reflex muscular contraction, by M. H, Beaunis.—On the resisting 
power of a ring-whose outer surface supports a normal pressure 
constant a* to unity of let^fh of its mean axis, by M. 1. 
Boussitiesq.—On surfaces whose total curve is constant, by M. 6. 
Darboux.—Indices of refraction of fluate of lime for the rays of 
different wave-lengths as far as the extreme ultra-violet, by M. 
Ed. Strasin.—Note oh aXtew method of insulating the metallic 
wires used in telegraphy andtelephonv, by M. C. Widemaun,— 
Note on the determination of the equivalents of metals by means 
of their sulphates, by H. Baubigny.—On the process at 
present employed to determine the glucose in cane-sugar, by 
M. P. Lagrange. The object of this paper is to show that the 
quantitative analysis of glucOse, made on a liquor whether 
treated or not with subacetate of lead, is liable to serious errors. 
—Analysis of a specimen of guano from the Cape Verde 
Islands, by M. A. Andouwtl.—Zoological dredgings and thermo- 
metric soundings in the lakes of Savoy, by M. F, A. Fore).—On 
the organisation of the Spadella Mari*m f anew species from the 
Gulf of Marseilles, by M. P. Gourret*—On some peculiarities 
in the structure of Tunicate, by hi* L. Route.—Fres^ studies 
on the fossil ruminant* of Auvergne, by M. Dcperet.-^On the 
treatment of strabismus by means of the capsular “advance¬ 
ment,” by M. L. de Weckcr.—On the part played by the 
ligneous vessels in the upward movement of the sap, by M. J. 
Vesque.— Nate on a lunar mirage observed on the night of 
October 11, by M. Virlet d’A oust. 
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